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Wedding Ceremonies

The pictures here and on the inside back cover depict some
aspects of the nature of wedding ceremonies in Sri Lankan society.
They also indicate apart from the evolutionary character of Sri
Lankan wedding ceremonies, how the outlook of such ceremonies
differs between rich and poor and different ethnic groups namely
the Sinhalese, the Tamils and the Muslims.

The wedding ceremony is generally considered to be an impor-
tant event, for people at all levels, notwithstanding ethnic, religious
or other differences relating to means. These ceremonies are asso-
ciated with a set of customs specific to different ethnic groups and
religions. Even among the same ethnic groups the customs vary
at times, depending on the socio-cultural factors in different regions.
A striking example is the Kandyan wedding ceremony which differs
from the low-country wedding ceremony in terms of ceremonial
and customs that are observed and also in dress of the bride and
the bridegroom. The dress in particular, as seen in the picture
of a Kandyan wedding, often conforms to the dress of Kandyan
feudal families.

The wedding ceremony is generally an occasion where people
eat, drink and enjoy at the expense of the bride’s family. Although
gifts are exchanged (in an urban wedding ceremony the most con-
venient form of gift is a few bank notes put in an envelope) they
hardly compensate for the expenditure incurred by the host party
on food, drink and various other items. A simple wedding cere-
mony according ro present day norms is a gathering of family mem-
bers and close relations of the two parties (in some cases a few
friends close to the couple are also invited) where a minimum degree
of customs, such as exchange of rings, is observed. Even a simple
wedding ceremony of this kind ends up withunanticipated expenses.
Those who have limited means but think of distributing them
more rationally between alternative needs may contract a marriage,
but have no wedding ceremony. Yet, such marriages attract the
attention of those who are ceremony-conscious and like to gossip
about “secret marriages™ erc. >

(Contined on inside back cover)

An dpper middle-class coastal wedding of 50 years ago—ihe bybrid
dress is apparent here.
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Traditional marriage
customs of the Sinba-

lese. It is cusfomary

for the ¢lasped hands

of the bride and bride-

groom fo be washed

with water powred from

a vessel with a spout.

: Atleftare details from
~— T Salialimberamain Do-
o danduwa 1oth century
and right details from
Sri Rabularama in
Totagamuwa 19th cen-
tury, as drawn by
Manjusiri and repro-
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at the end of line 1o after “advertised by...”” add “parents, Yesterday, Sri Lanka

particularly by the father. There wete 29 (30%)self-adver- Today”, by kind per-

tised cases, while another ¢ have been advertised by ...” mission of the Ceylon
Tosrist Board.
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Marriage in Stri Lanka has been an
important social institution not only
in terms of present day values but
also in terms of historic norms. The
institution of marriage and its func-
tioning in present society provides an
interesting base for the study of the
economic rationality of people in
their social behaviour. After cen-
turies of evolution marriage still pre-
serves some of its traditicnal charac-
te-istics; namely caste,ethnic and reli-
gious considerations and transfer of
property from one generation to the
other or transactions (in money or
property) between different families
when marriage contracts are entered
upon. Present day values of marriage
tend to perpetuate some form of a
‘social cost’ which is reflected in
several spheres. More clearly it can
be identified in the consumption
patterns of the elite groups who spend
lavishly on such ceremonies for status
reasons. People of all classes in Sri
Lanka take their ceremonies, such as
marriage ceremonies, very setiously;
in fact so setiously that many end up
in debt by over indulging in such
luxuries’.

Another important feature of this
‘social cost’ is the dowry system that
contributes to a widening of income
inequalities. In addition, our mar-
riages today tend to perpetuate the

- competitive character dominating
society which is reflected in the edu-
cational system, the employment mar-
ketandalsoin politics. A relationship
between this ‘competitive character’
and the institution of marriage is not
difficult to find if one examined the
valuzs governing present day mar-
riages.

Historical perspective

. The 19th century development of
.capitalism contributed a number of
significant changes to the practices of
arriage in.Sri Lanka including the
~ introduction of a legal basis for
riiage, through legislation. These

|+ ‘chdnges are attributed to the conti-

‘nupus influence of western culture
and: religion. In the West too the
situation generally prevailing in the
ancient world was profoundly chang-
ed by Christianity. Ian the Christian
tradition as it evolved, the sex re-

- lationship, in order to constitute

-marriage had to be monogamousand

5 -Eéobﬁq;ﬁ_ic ReviEw, FEERUARY 1977

MONEY ¢
MARRIAGE

Artist ;. Janak?
Ranputhygalz

THE ECONOMICS
OF MARRIAGE

also be characterised by the duty of
faithfulness. It came to mean a life-
long union of one man and one
woman to the exclusion of all others,
Such unions were preceded by some
form of cetemonial recognised by the
law of the particalar country in which
it took place. Italso became necessary
to determine whether or not a
marriage existed as a preliminary to
the adjudication of claims to an
estate. Marriage thus became almost
universally a formalised transaction
requiring a public act or ceremony.

A closer look at the historical back-

- ground of marriage in Sri Lanka

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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before proceeding to its present forms
would be instructive as the modern
practice of marriage appears to
be the product of a long term
evolution.

As in all other societies and cul-
tures marriage in this country too
has performed many basic personal
and social functicns such as pro-
creation; a formalised upbringing of
children; providing for satisfaction
of personal needs, for affection, com-
panionship and status; regulating of
lines of descent; division of labour
between the sexes; economic pro-
duction and consumption.



mony. But fathers were expected to
gift their daoghters with a martgiage
pottion consisting of jewellery or
other forms of wealth, Even in
cariy times, however, out folk cus-
toms and ceremonies varied accord-
ing to the locality and the social and
financial position of the parties. After
the period of foreign rule began i
$ei Lanka scveral writers recorded
intecesting details about our marrage
customs and ceremonies, Among one
of the first Western writers was
Father Qusyroz, the Portuodese his-
vorian, In his book about the Island,
published in 1685, he wrote:

“ Among the Singhalese, however,
though the lower folk buy wives, and
the gran brings a dowry and furniture
wiih hims, and the womar brings enly ber

5

Hayley (1923) as follows:

sional class by the offer of rich
dowrles,

More definite evidence of marriage
practices in 8ti Laska becomes avail-
able in the 18th century. Although
there was no legislation giving legal
effect to marrage in the Kandyan
period, observance of some forma-
lities annd customs confirmed the lesal
union between two parties, These
practices were related primarily to
property inheritance within the fami-
lies of the same caste, Datermination
of lezality of a martiage was riccessary
since the Kandyan law of inheritance
diztinguished beatween lecitimate and
illegitimate children, The essential
glements of a legal marriage under
Kandyan law has been classified by

(u

" The historical evidence of marsiage = personial ormamenss, among the robles 1. The pattics must have connubiumm
practices in Sri Lanka can be teaced  #here is a different fashion, for the bride- {an agreement for union), Gene-
back to eatly times. Reference to the groom-elect sends a present fo the parenis rally marriage between persons of
economic aspects of this pattuership  of 2be bride, an ardicle for each as a token different caste ot cven of different
are of particular interest. of the contract, and they are obliged fo give tanks within a caste were prohi-
‘ : ol the dowry agreed npom, along with the bited and void. But there were
In theit m19numenta1 work on the  dagghter. In other things there is a con- exceptions, and in some districts
113 i (e A LW s L e Py . . 4 2
\Te'%danb the Seligmaans commen: siderable diversity, for among them. there men of one caste regularly took
ted thus on this aspect: The man  is no stable matrimony nor union exceds their wives from another caste.
goes #o Bis futave father-in-law with 4 as long as they like; though they are also Niti-niganduwa considers the case
present of hony, yams, grain or dried  most observant of nof marrying except of a2 goigama or fatd woman
i = & " 5 w .
deer’s flosh tied do his unstrung bow,  these of their caste”. marrying a man of a higher caste
which be wsss as a carrying stick. Whether than herself, and states that child-
be ally repeats this visit or receives e S _ 1 - ;
b pineichy toptd & - 5 This principleof ‘giving’ cametobe ren did not succeed to thelt
bis bride ymmediately was not clear, ond ) k & e e P e
: A 708 S0 27 known as the dowry system.  The tather's caste, - were s
probably the custom yarics in ihis parit: el s dered legitimate and entitled to
¢ Land £ Gidatalawa told svstem as it exists in 5ri Lanka today, SteintE e
eular.  Handuna of Godatarawa tola %5 .- : ¢ ; : inherit their father’s property
s o iEe biv bride 4 is the adaptation of an ancient prac- : : : :
shat ke did wnot fake bis bride away anti : . e . ; even if he should have other
I § tice to modern conditfions. 1n anclent et 5 St L
br had twice taken a present of food to T e e e : children by a wife of his owa
bis mother’s  brother (father-in-law).  timies a PErson’s conscquence depene s
When a girl married, ber father wswally  ded on his status in soclety, thatis on _
wade over #0bis son-in-law a fract of land,  his caste and the service on whichhe . patties must not have beso
genorally @ bill known to be inbabited by held land. When a woman was given within the probibited deprees of
: e ' : el : : : . o e Db S :
ordhie s 0] due _bambarg ar 75k b:%’ o7 in marriage {diga}, it was to a person relationship (l.c. laws such as a
gave him a piece of personal property  of the same statug, and she hrought marriage should not take place
: b = a et : : fr > : _ :
_ .;f:c}) as 4 .fwg or’ ont :’ir”iwo arrows.  with her some Pwrs_on_al OLNaments Ot between parallel cousins, i.e. one
Omerimes @ GO Was ZIER . wealth as hc{: postion or dowry., In shonld not marry bis father’s
some cases, however, 2 wWoman was 3 7 :
The Mahavamsa makes teference t0 4ot act - iven gl S gl zothet’s daughter ot he e
e S e not actually givel B e sister’s daughter and one should
the custom of ‘giving’ in the perlod  pather she took a husband (binna) not marry his paternal grand-
. i = i- & 1 ) . S El
when King Sena .ﬂ’ﬂe‘d in the dg_)d; who became adopted to the _Wlfe’s Esther’s brother’s blood daughter
century A.L. After the King died  fumily and her share of the inheritance etc.). :
the Mahavipada Sena enteted the  gagher dowry. Inmodern timeshow-
o g Ny e = 5 &
town and Samgha who was his €O eyer though people still tend to stick Th WL e
sort, he consccrated Mahesi and gave ¢4 caste especially in matrage con- 3 "ip?‘f e a‘;'f it
‘her a dowry according to cusioml.  gracts it is one’s profession ot em- Wit S a0 oM
: : ; SR e definite alliance, the. intention
ployment that takes the place of S - i
In primitive Buddhism the arrange-  social status; and as profession and being infetred from the circum-
ntpli'm 'm‘:{'fa . b’);ld \ s st ic%“ ;nl.‘. ;L;cntsrn;\\ depend on a 'tf*z stance as far as inheritance was
mant of 2 martiace bond was strictly  employment now depen rer- S
i _]f’v_"ffr}f_‘ f“ Slilke ”1”:“ Lt o '_T:"U’:_l el his -:l»: A concerned, the formalities were
a family affair and unlikein later times o0 educabion aic 1es5 on his pirth St ook dinto 1o orde to desers
no soothsayces or astrologers were ot family; it has become common for S *'1; :izutla 'lt i 2
i i 7 1e the regularity of amarriage.
called in either to approve of the parents of means to secure husbands T i sise
lan. of to cast a day for the cere  for their daughters from the profes- ol Sl
Lolbck o i Sl oo G gl ghisis f £ 4. The consent of the respective

heads of the families: the counte-

‘nance and sanction of the relations

to the third or fourth degree on
hoth sides to the union of the
parties. A woman was entirely
at the:disposal of her parents ot
after their death, of her nearest -
male relations, even after the tef~
mination of ber fitst marriage by
death or divorce, Bat she could
choose a suitable husband for her-
self if her parents or brother
neglected their duty of finding
A suitable partner. Inthe case
men g greater freedom was-alle
ed, 2 man being entitled
tractavalidmarriagewithawoman
of a low rank after the death of
his parents. But gencrally oppo-
sition of parerits or kinsmen was .
safficient to annul a marrlage -
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practuded from selling his estate.
D’Oyly (1835) rnotes “that a'wifc
“could take pothing balonging: to he
husband if she ‘leFt him contraty to
his wish, and must leave cven the
rearing - apparel prO"ldc:d by him.

Since the contract of marriage
was easily terminated, some tituals
~such as 1)Lﬁ']1"1tf the hands of the
 bride 2nd the bride sroom have been
sided in some instances for symbo-

Ay
1lzmg) that the bond was not indis-
posable. Similarly there were other

rituals, the pezeformaice of which

had b::n avoided at times, for symbo-
'llv'ﬁrr the obsetvance of certain prac-
tices in the future.

Dcifelopmcnt of Commetcialism
and itz Impact
- on the Institution of Marnage

Although marriage practices in the
Kandyan tegions were 0ot subjcct to
significant changes in the nineteenth
century, the ins titution of matriage
m the maritime pmvmu:q cxpe*‘\cnu;
changes due to the constant influence
of foreign powers, namely the Portu-

- puese, the Duateh a and the British who
raled the matitime prov inces over a
few centuries, Daring the Portuguese
and the Datch period, the maritime
provinces wete r:\pov-d to the pres-
sure of a commercial system based on
trade. Along with these chanoes that
resulted  there were considetable
changes in social patterns amony the
low country Sinhalese. The influence
of C‘l“lS"l’U‘llt‘\' and other changes
introduced to tac educational and
lecalsystems madsa fﬂ.{;snﬁmnt impact.
Traditional norms such as the exten-
ded family statted breaking up since
the em'ﬂ:as placed on its basis,
namely agticulture, shifted more
rowards trade and othet occupations.

Thx- pace of change became mote
rapid when the Br ftish regime suc-
ecdcd the Duatch. The ling \lst estab-
lished what they reg: arded as a sound

hasis for their administration by

creating a plagtation economy on the
one hmd and an indizenous capi
talist class supporting them on the
. other, The indigehous ca wpitalist class
Cconsisted prtm;rllv of low country
Sinhal=se who entered into business
related to the plantations. They also

penerally became Christians and used

- Christianity as a Fesouree to obtain
favours from the nglish rulers. Thc

children of these locals were given an

6

Faglish education and were *‘ec.ruﬂcd
to various middle level pf)sltiona in
the administration. The missionary
education duting this petiod played
an i"n‘portant' role in bringing about
cultural changes. Those who bene-
fited  from these  socio-sconomic
changes were alipned economically
with the British interests and were
captive in their social life to Western
galues, Kinship and maitiage among
these elite groups took a diff=rent
form from that UfK"mf lvan Sinhalese.
When intermartiag (1 =
botween cross c0u"1; <) was con-
sidered ideal accordis

1z to Sinhalese
tradition, the elite of the low cnuﬂtry‘
gave more ptominence to one’s eco-
aomic and soclal bickeround and
thus have wsed ‘marriage’ not only
to mean a union of two parties but
also to align two business interssts.

In his study ofelite formation (1975)
Michael Roberts refers to ‘stra teun,
marriage alliances’ and identifi=s th
formation offamily phalanxes through
such marriages as an important ele-
meaat of clite formation ia the nine-
teenth century. The basis for the
neantiation of sach martias cmw acts
has beeq one’s ﬁccub’-l*lr}‘ul or finan-
cial hickeround. Toe business and
marriage alliances of soms low-
countty families who cmetged as
lgqrmw f‘zmlhcs for 11\1% the indi-
renous capitah«t clags in the nine-
tecath century, have bolstered their
wealth as well as elite status,

3

The Kandyan marriage practices
were flexible and in terms ot present
day norms they were casual. There
were no legal bartiers to divorce
while polygamy was a common
practice. C sncubinage and temporazy
linisons were also \Mfit-l\ DIE\"A]LTJ_’
These mattiage praciices weve subject
to constant coiticism and  condemn-
nation by the Enzlish-edocated low
country Sinhalese who went to. the
extent of criticising pnlvamrv aric
oanf‘ marriaze practices as ‘biu veal’

cor ‘batbarous’ habits from the point

of view of Wastern values, Tney
felt that such habits were apainst the
tivilization taught to them by the
Eaglish. These criticisms also show
the extent to which the Western
cultare had influenced theit thinking.,

It was not only the Britishers or
members of the low-country Sinha-

‘lese elite who wanted the Kandyan

matriaze practices changed. Histori-
cal evidence shows that in the 18505
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marriage

the' Kandyan ' elite  consisting  of
Kandyan chiefs, ITeadmen and other
noble persons had sought legal enact-
ments which would jd*(\‘bibh their
marriage practices, and enforce mono-
camy a0 1 the tegistration of mar-
riages.  The first request for such
reforms was made by a group of
Kandyan chiefs at an interview with
the British Governor. 8ir | Geerge
Anderson in the eazrly 1850’s. " This
request was however not  eiven
serious consideration by the- British
ralers, “Tor the second time a large
deputation of Kandyan chiefs re-
p::?.t*d their request at an interview
with the new Governer Sir Henry
Ward in May 1858. The records wf
the then Government/ '\cent in Kand v,
Puihp Bravbrooks, show that he had
received a pnflt!o sicnec by a large
niumber of peopls including Ka andyan
chicfs, T—i,mmcn and othets request-
ing the Government to hringz akout
immediate tefor to the Kandyan
marriage practices.

The Kandyan Matriage Ordinance
No 13 of 1850 was passed as a fes-
ponse to these requests. ‘Theattempts
in implementing this Ordinance were
however not mrr‘cabml as expected.
The tecords of Government Ahents
and other district officers show that
th “"'“lvl_i'&tlf)il of marriages had been
""" In some instances the prac-
tice of P")i\u”t].“‘( lry had been continned
even in the case of registered mat-
riages. It appeats that reglstration
of marriage was not a felt’ need
Amongy th

t‘ﬁc peasants although there
were p‘th‘wU‘lCa from the elite for te
forms in marriage customs,

As the sconomy faced a transition
from Feudalism to commercial cani-
talism based on  plantations, the
attitudes in regard to ownetship of
property w ould have changed. Thus:
private ownershilp of property Trased
on the nuclear family would “have:
bzen nreferred against the joint

ow ncmhm of land ¢ nd othes proncrh

which was the basiz' of polv::“

gamic
marriage. ‘The evidence supporting.
the ¢k

ange of atritude in regard to-

'pmnerh O"WBCTSH‘}') shows that the .-

initiative for such changes camc first
from the low country Sinhalesc elite.
The Kandyan regions were affzcted by’
these changes in the latter part of the
nineteenth century. It is reflected in
the monogamic marriages enteted
upon by thc Kandyan aristocracy (the -

Kandyan chte) who had an Rntvhsh

BconNowic ReviEw, PEBRUARY 1577




raibon woedibia: wers cnoeimald io

~1

|.'_.tl.|'rL cubaes, T

o -'m.ql-*.‘

_'|ﬁ_| I,"'"‘i' '|‘||'_":F' L i e 'F
H L Rt ettt lh i S w2
e = RO e i R S

inander e

.1'-. b
Flo =

lixh

[k b ]
sy

|' I |‘1|.|
._L.-

BE rv-l

e T T T
g 'Ll--.l.[‘l'l a1; J i

LU L

|.ll.lalE-
RS T BV L 3 P Bl ||'| r
Lo T |..-.'L|=|r|'| Gl Riz ki
LTS 1_1'-1;- -r-|,|,|_11;_--.~.'-. T
v e L CFY O e P '1'=]-.':.-;._!. a

-0 ek .1."~L-'_I-'¢. pesoaf il r e g
Al e e e Lo st L ARy iiars
vl R e 'fe-.rl- Ui fathes wis
alag, afrsed b i il
mEarL L '|'|'.'l|.'|l'.-:|!.-. ot e R L (R
gty i Lo

Wigd ]
Feapiss ol rnn s £esl
el g paier sl

Al

wn s
Pevacen G

athing

PP L B
I'r e
L

ozl

clothos snd

e & T LA s [ T 0 T e
sland ot dl
wim Ajvarend, s imrhen S

<k J.fl.l.
ol e e B ol

aak s fI:':.

et B sodbipcooinhios s
D e 111 R Y o, P R iy - L S W RS W L
i o e AR U T
Prather’ s geae e saadling Gr nethists
o’y daccheerl was aansioeeed
(Y [ L oA A was
R T Lo i o (L B R
L= oT e TOETT
Al S’y
Checn eyt Ea
L gt B I.|. o
adzy o efuEs
A s 1 B Y o S 'I'\-:-i"l..uu:.l s
PP SRCTR Fo IR B P TR L o R A

H -y = 1 -
GAre A itz ohE Ctha Cfiney
R 3 T b B Y :-"-'i|1¢:= E LR
Lo Lot oo St ales o R T
ausli. an . ragerides bsaEreT Chnas
ol daes rest apeen o ke
PRACETS B Y ot ol B Sl | i (P B 1 Jaca s the
7R 18 Fal ot ik g e [ R e

iz |'|:|....

chosder | R e,

F IS T
|25 Th=
4

P

Al n'.:'.:u.ﬂ:.;

e
Hoa

4

fhi coomamis s tistnee stingied
fin the CEUEIEE 0T innrtisoe s

— - _ b
Cionbain Revew, Fan=ri e

demaustnoed b anls armiane onis,
toiminush < arysitnd e hace.
P T T cvre 1r alan e
e 18 L i T 3l Sar o rocbaaka]
el -'.qr':-:ge.. Timsme s

51T

FIETH S "r'.'i'i"s, 'l1"-|'"|"|5.l_ e

-\-I-.r= s: T = r".- A o I
1 ER B TR o s L o arage, T
ok mafs Ware ra e clestin sl s
B P T IRt il IO O L o o T T 8 ot
whitl e 3 tameass aoe o ie-
m'q..|‘=.a_ caasantoial aliviz Tin

.'I-.'.J.u PS5 R T J:I'.-ul:"il.' TRV N -1

|"J

(EE TR FR ol L.
avied i ol
FFLYY PETREN Bl R KT S el | s
Lo edasrdonn do i s ooy tony
o B W F

b bt Jln:gl'l.ftn..l li s,
catle, gloves a
sl e b T
aral el Cmla
1o

FET ] -'I"r

)
EEan T
1 bocizue an
by iy
G B P R 3. T!'lis T gk <l
FR BT o P IR - O SR 4 S S e
~ALF still cocucon wre i
R mal A o s
':,-'" LR R e e st
reo the mimly <l
Fam DA o CArYarses Mo
el r"|'|1-|r'n"| srr"il'-u:-r-:' rLEE A
CARTE =lane of LIiTE TR arhen
adi-s L P e e o H R e T
v, are woerside e ile i the surs
J_"|__ S0 5T T b oA raraly
'I_l |_._ -_1 -|r|| 4T rme

orirs varsiaes i
.l'l 13 e
(L

e 5 LA W TR

Pais

T

o BN § =
.kn

.'.-I-II

'y l.-:|I it
T zs
AR ‘-1.1; ¥ Iu-',n:rm 1k
e ke et ing 105l
3o cua et be

YRS L

ol I[
riE sebsBdloa) e
e—.n';..rl.'-:' sl 'h.'\l-l'.r i1 B

B i | B
'T*“n‘. R il'. L i
o el R Ky a A TR | l.'-'r\-i._'-'l'TH]-'- L L e
Pa i Tl o SR T8 ST G LU AR TR, HLE iFthe
L a1 8 P e R T S
Frimv the #emci 1.|l e l'l o =rpdadet |r
class liax st i if
FEAEE . T AL p L e

-~ s
In gnmx Drsraees, o r 1= -.:-r:-.-[u.'] i

at the hrde -

1 g

c Gy e iz

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

'rhr bdidzetso:
3 R {1 £

bovouzzs the pri nary
e Y il
Ll eonectad :'n"r:n'ng

15 T e S o
T derrecirn
.__'.:-:'“_l::. 1k
o | w15
Zuh-:r
2 LR :1'
Citalsomial oopder
T Bl T HRTIGIE L TR O e Rl b
wrk cevrhiemeet gl
buzdrar ro= - —emmpea SR e
e e iy RS TIR MIGE Sl '!_:_:_"5. ans
wEnaiined taoa "-:-'_:r".'r|__7 e o
PR e e s et -
ot [ e G B L 8 e O i Sl 5
T levpe ajains al e Slnbalige
e Gn sl Hve Lo godal dicac
g il s fas ..Il R TR BT L

|.l:'\lll L ‘rn ERC T T

i -:.hJ' S EN N '-I'l.' = |“.r-.*-
r'|| n:-r'r‘-'pr i bl §
FLEMES A L AL IR T
."I':-:"I-ve-.ﬂ R B o T
Tkh=rersideraanr
"-d-'l_ii':"-.
ES SR r. i

T i].-ll.i.rl.'..i].l.' '-:';Fve'"r"rl-n:--.-ﬂ s
plavmin ghe uth.r b A
I B el o fr i N 5
arczibires ws rcms
traked ino thair S

o O N 0 el e il
2o scie padle ol the Dalaod
1 -|J.'|.'|. uid gzl Tosus B lL'll'“al.

el s eamans - Thedoy

5 e Ll T B
FLil, aned ul.l.!l\.i tTLLE
strest b praecbinukarly, Lo dlastid oaure
o ] M - L T L E L Y Pl LS
inshsErAr e Tl S An

Crean e reg ol T e T R
[ e ranmirs s e e o
ol Lo _w'll =5 loswdaimesrr .
peamities ol TR SAVENTIol RS AR
bal 2 L possysaes Topi e sodee
Ll = o Il L R B L. Eow ' RS T
Pripibyr aacoaremad, st ir"-.'r::.-'lr-r-.
.L'u. FE l:lJ. g pratpens feice-
{4 gt |-\.I.I. g er o The ratheg
8 SR [ RS J richilss r-nI-. e mler
P I G WP ) - S £ G | Bt B T
Aruli i codee i (Tl Loy
Ut biv s ecliviszivaat el s anees
sl ety Sk aler the ool that
Uine spmrrinee is comfirees, . T cosat

Fe:

destarees tliess miedlascs cwie o
veifizne] drougs nesdste,
tair. Tae P s Lhiat tlie I J.n:

e I.I-l] b 1 I..!.-I" 7.'.'] i tI"'I! =} IJ.IJ

welhid opans an ankenain the ].I.I
If he oieseacds 1 prosing e s
of biglnsmar, ke paren s ot the B hi.-
alliw: ar tooesnm e be o sk
i and gk s B S R o R
Sarnide In S TSRS L h"j-:'c HTILITT
I Gps '-rn:n-.- T | r"m 11 r'rl.-"-' { £33
the ['::ln:nl:' A= ohe b e the Soren

arqiet

T



of labout or agricultural implements
for comozasating the resulted loss of
a family labour vait due to his
marsiage. Thsse mortiage practices
appear to bz more flexible and some-
what similar to tribal martiage prac-
tices in Africa in terms of the value
attached to labour when a marriage
contract 15 enteted upon. Ia Sil
Tanka, howevet, this type of marrlage
practices is not common and cannot
bz generalized for the dry zhne pea-
sATitey 4s a whols. Fven in the dry
zone aveas, the practice of martiage
diffars slgnificantly between vatious
groups, For instancs in the * purang
pamas” of Anuradhapura whete some
charicteristics of the ancient hydraulic
civilization are etill existent, marriages
are governed by a rigid set of values
which pive prominence to castes and
ethnic distinctions.  Althouch the
elem=at of labour is considered impo
tant in choosinz a suitable part
more prominence is given to caste
{orthegamsgysy,andownseship of land
and family backoround of the pro-
posed partner. These values reflect
the feudal characteristics of the 5C10-
econnmic otdet of readidional villages

1CT,

{ purang gamas) in the dey 20
‘a vortical power structare b
caste distinctions is predominant,
Ovwet the last two decades, the pace
of social ¢hange became more tapid
in these areas dae to increased deve-
lopmznt activitics such 4s gover-
ment sponsored scitlement schemes,
land development schemes, irzipation
development schemes, rural elzctri-
fication programmes etc. which re-
sulted ia the rmobility of communities
as well as labour, With the increased
mobility the old villagers bacame
settlers in an area away from theit

lages, Thus they were compelled

spt to new situations and mix
other people who had diffzrent
otigins, This also resulted in changes
of theit social life, walucs, and atti-
tudes. Tt also tesultzd in developing
new kinship allies bztweesn settlers of
diff st=nt otivin who used marriage as
a way of building social telations.
“Thus, the matriage practices of settler
communities in the present coloni-
sation schemass tapresent a mixed
value system which is moze teceptive
to change.

Th~ development of mass media
has also contributed to the changes
in martiage practices.  Particularly
in the case of middle class marriages
the mass media bas been used widely

8

as a m2ans of matching partners, The

scrvice rondered by leading news-
papers for prospective brides and
bridegrooms has been more extensive
over the last decade or two. This is
reflected to an cxtent in the increasing
aumber of advertisers on the one hand
and the rapid decline of the matriage
arranged by match-maksrs on the
other. The newspapet offered a more
efficient and economical way of find-

ing partners for those who consider,

traditional as well as modesn attri-
butes in contracting a  matrriage.
Although the newspaper is open to
any one who secks its sctvice the type
of advertisers ate drawn mainly from
the middle class who ate employed
in the modern sectors, How they
keep pace with the changing'cconomy
and to what extsni they accept the
traditional attributes in finding their
pattners reflects to some cxtent the
preszat values of Sri Tanka’s middle
class. ‘The socio-cconomic analysis
of mateimonial advertiscments cartied
in this issue on pages g o 11 throws
Further light on this subject.

Social and Economic
Implications of Marriage

The= social and economic implica-
tions of present day norms in regard
to marriage can be examined in tela-
tion to several spheres. As mentioned
catlier the transformation of the eco-
nomy from feudal to a capitalist stage
brought stznificant social changes,
mote spacifically the values an d norms
of society werc changed as the eco-
nomic basis of society experienced
changes. The development of edu-
cation and communication, changed
the attitudes of people and their
behaviout. Somsz groups of society
particulatly the low countty Sinhalese
elit= were more recsptive to these
changes at the bsginning and at the
later stages.  What the eclite groups
accepted became more o1 less common
aotms among other social groups as
well. In the case of martiage however,
the fendal norms wete not changed
entirely. Even aftcr centuties of evo-
lution, the mobility between people
of diff:rent castes, teligions, and
ethnic oroups has bzen limited in the
contracting of martiages. The dowry
system which prevailed centuries ago
still plays an important role, the only
change 1s that it now takes diffzrent
forms as dowries ate given not only
in money, jewellery, property etc.
but also in the form of educational
facilities abroad, entitlement for

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

of cimn

foreign exchange channelled through
Convertible Rupee Accounts etc.

The present norms particularly
among the middle class allow for a
oreater degree of mobility between
different castes, religions or even
hetween ethnic groups. Although
patental intervention on the part of
the family intetests is common in
middle class marclages, the pros-
pective bride and bridegroom also
enjoy a greater patticipation when
decisions are made. The obligation
to give a dowry under the present day
norms is lessened if the bride is em-
ploved and earns a reasonable income.
This has encouraged patents to give
their children a better education which
has in turn enabled them to find jobs
suchasinteaching, orsomeother form
ployment, possibly of a pto-
fessional status. To many patents a
iob for their danghters bas becn a
sontce of scourity for them, patti-
calarly at matriage and in later life.
The result is that female partticipation
in higher education and in the labour
force has increased over the last few
years and it can continue to increase
at a higher rate in future.

The values of preszat society have
laid down certain conditions upon
matriage that also have some impact
on the cmployment market, cduca-
tion, job aspirations etc. In the case
ofarranged marriages one could find
that thesc valucs ate gearcd mote
towards raising the pricc of males
according to occupational status,
qualifications ete. While in the case
of females 2 compromise in regard to
price can be entered upon only if they
can match the occupational status or
qualifications of the male; This is
teflected very cleatly in the dowry
system. For instance, the highest
dowries are generally offered to

doctots, enuineers, accountants and

other professionals who ate in govern-
ment of corporation setvice or to

fii in the 8¢ Larka Adminis-
officers in the Sl Larka AcCinifiis
srative Service who enjoy a higher
occapational status though their in-

come in terms of salary is lower when®
compated to the former. The second: "~

preference is given to executives,

managerial and similar employees .~
preferably in the government or cors

poration service, while the thitd pre-
ference is given to teachers, clerks and
similar workers in the publicand mer-
cantile scctors. :
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TABLE I

OCCUPATIONAL
CATFEGORY No.o - %
Professional & Technical 25 32.5
Medical ... 3
FEngineering 5
Para Medical -~ .., I
Technicians S
Scientists 5 b
‘F'eaching Sy
© Administrative, Managerial
and Execative ... o R
Clerical ... L i e omi
Self-cmployed ... T8 i 250
Agriculiure e 3
Sikade s =8 9
Tndustry e 4
Scrvices ... 2
Defence Serviees .., T T
Employed Abroad 3 3.9
Fotala 77 100.0

per cent, In the case of those employed
in the category of professionals and tech-
nologists income levels as well as soci
status arrached to the job can vary de-
peading on the skills. For instance
those employed in the medical and cngi
neering professions can cnjoy a better
socizl status as well as a higher income
level compared to those cmploved as
teachers or technicians. In the clerical
category, however, such difficrences can
be minimal.

- Almost all the advertisers have given
information on their caste and religion.
In the case of minority communirics the
cthnic group wuas specified.  Casre and
religion were two major considerations
of matching two parties in the case of
arranged marriages,
attached to caste in the earlier martinge
practices was cxpressed by disiinguishing
legitimate and illegitimate children and
using such criteria to make decisions on
property inheritance. Thesc practices
were however changed by new laws re-
lating to property inheritance.  Yet,
caste distinciions continued to play an
impottant role in marriage.

In the casc of marriages atranged
using mass media, emphasis has been
given to other factors such as fumily
background, employment, income cte.
in addition to rhar of caste and religion.
"I'he emphasis given to caste, religion and
is

other ethnic differences reflects what
inherited from traditional practices; wb
the emphasis placed on modern attributes
such as family background, employment
and income of the partner, reflects the
extent to whichWestern values havepene-
trated into what are regarded as tradi-
tional factors, This tendency indicates a
new social trend, parviicularly among the
middle class.

The distribution of sampled adver-
tisers by caste and religion is given in

TABLE IV EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF ADV ERTISERS

: Total

G.C.E. (OL) SO
G.C.E. (AL) z
Graduate (Ares) .., i
Graduate (Science) 6
Post Graduate (Ares) by
Post Graduate (Science) ... 1
rofessional or Technical ... 4
69

The educational hackground of rthe
advertiscrs shows some differences be-
tween the education levels of males and
females. Of the sampled advertiscrs 69
specified their cducational background,

Table IV classifics them by levels of -

education and sex.

According to the table, 75 per cent of
the female advertisers have passed the
G.CE. (O.L.), while a litcle over 20
percent have received a University edu-
cation. Those with a G.CL, (O.L.)
qualification’ consist mainly of un-
employed female advertisers. The female
advertisers with University degrees werc
in most instances employed as school
teachers or were engaged in middle level
managerial positions. ‘The male adver-
tisers had rclatively higher educational
qualifications. All those who had pro-

fessional  or  technical | training  werc

males, They may have spent a fairly long .

time to gain these qualifications and the
fact that male advertisers are generally

above the age of femalces is also explained

to some extert by the differences of edu-

cational qualifications between males and -

females.

Table ¥V, It shows that the Govi caste
oo Male %  Fewale Y
61.0 9 36.0 13 73.0
3.0 I 4.0 E 2.3
19.0 6 24.0 7 16.0
8.0 4 16.0 2 4.4
1.0 — I 2
e 1 4.0 e
5.8 4 16.0 -
100.0 25 10,0 44 100,0

forms the majority while those belonging
1o the Karawe caste takes up the second
largest number, The advetiisers belong-
ing to minogity castes are small in num-
ber. This distribution also reflects the
caste composition in the country where
the Govigamas and the Karawes form
the majority, whilc the other castes who

The - impaoriance .

performed  different  service functions
under the feudal sociery form the mino-
rity. Although the advertisers have spe-
cified their castes, they are not engaged
at present in their respective caste occn-
pations, or the occupations of respective
castes are not related in most cases to
their prescnt jobs. In thiz context the
information given about caste has no
ceonomic significance.  The table also
shows that the majority of advertisers
(84 per cent) are Buddhists, while Catho-
lics and Christians are stnall in numbers.

Socio-Economic Considerations

In cxamining the emphasis placed on
caste and religion for arranging marriages
through newspaperadveriisements, it was
tound that over 55% of the advertisers
did not specify whether they soughe
partners from their own caste and reli-
glon. A majoricy of the advertisers thus
seemed indifferent rowards choosing
parners from a partieular caste and reli-
gion, This majority of advertisers, how-
cver, specified their own castes and reli-
gions, which implied that accepting a
pactner from a different caste or religion
may be allowed but it also showed that
they attached significance to their own
castes and religions. The decision of this
group on arranging a martiage with
different castes may depend more ofl eco-
nomic factors such as employment and
income or social factors such as family
status of the partner, This points to a
tendencyaway from tradilionally accepted
norms in a sicvation where adoprion of
modern norms is likely to take place as a
response to rapid cconomic changes.

o

About 339 stated explicitly that the
bride ar the hridegroom sought should
be from the same caste and religion;
while about 129 stated that they did not
consider caste and religion as important
and were willing to accept partners of
any caste or religion provided other con-
sideralions such as cmployment, income,
or family statns were satisfied.

A classification  of the adves-
tisements by caste and the degree of em-
phasis placed on caste and religion in
choosing their partners, shows that the
lack of emphasis given onc’s own caste
is common to all eastes. In the case of 79
advertisers of the govi caste only 25

TABLE V
BACKGROUND OF ADVERTISERS BY CASTE AND RELIGION
: " Bud- Catho- Chris- :

Carte M o e lic Fian Hindu - Others
Govigama 31 48 79 67.5 73 5 e I
Karawe e i ST it 4 1 Ce— —
Durawe s R -— —
Salagama ~— A .4 3.4 3 i —

i Navandapne o= ‘2z o2 T 2 —- —— -
Deva = S e - e - —
Rajaka B e ey Lar 1 <l o
Vellala® — T ol - — 1 Al
Chetty** FrooaT 1.8 — 1 S - e
Unspecified L s — — — z

TOTAL 46 71 117 1000 98(84.0) 11(09.40) z2(1.70) 1 (0.85) 5 {4.27)

%A caste among the Tamils which is similar to Govi caste among the Sinhalese, - -
*#Refers to an cthaic minoriry in the coastal areas, - = - ’ ;

f.,}"_l 0
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If the - bridegroom is a professional
meaning a doctor (person with West-
ern madical qualifications), enpineer
or an accountant (thosewho possess
professional qualifications in the rer-
pective fields) whose moothly earning
¢apacity is above Rs. 1,000/, the ptice
offered in the form of dowry is
geaerally higher. A compromise in
regard to this price can bs entered
upon, depsnding on the occupational

status of the female if employed, or on
her family background, meaning the
connections of the prospective bride’s
family to various power positions in
society. The quantum of dowry and
in what forms it is offzted, therefore
vary according to professions and
sratus attached to these, and gualifica-
tions, income ete, of prospective
bridegrooms.

According to Sinhalese traditions,
the offer of a dowry was justified on
the grounds that the Kandyan laws
of inheritance did not permit the
females who were given in diga to
inheritancestral property; thus, dowry
represented the right of a female
member of a family to share a certaln
portion of ancestral wealth. It was
also considered that the dowry would
natonly help a female givenin diga to
establish herself economically but
would also be added suppozt to main-
rain her dignity within tne kin group
of her husband, If the union ended
in divotce, it entailed the restoration
of dowry, This practice was legally
ensused by the Marriage and Divorce
Ordinance of 1912,

The dowty was also a dominant
featare of Tamiland Muslimmarriage
practices. According to the Thesa-
walamai and Muoslim laws, the dowry
given in the form of propecty is
subject to restoration on divoree, but
the donation of cash (known as
Kalkuli in the Muslim law) made o
the husband’s party once the marriage
i5 finalised, is not generally returned
even on divorce. The mechanism of
dowry among thz Tamil community
isinteresting. The marriage practices
patticularly among the Jafina Tamils

_appeat’ to be more rigid in dowry
transactions, Itis evident morein the
case of middle class matriages, where
the bridegroom is obliged to provide
the bride with jewellery worth a few
thousands, and in turn the bride’s
party is obliged to make a donation
of cash (amounting to several thous-
ands) to the bridegroom’s party after
finalising the marriage. The dowry
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given in the form of property ete. is
a transaction that comes after the
marriage. The Tamil Law does not
cover the cash donation, which is the
disposal of the husband’s family. In
some instances this donation is in-
vested in the education of the hus-

“hand’s family membess or it can even

ha converted to 2 fresh donation from
the husband’s family to another if the
martiage of a female member of the
hushand’s family takes place.

The rigidity of marriage practices
specially in the cass of dowry trans-
actions among the Tamil community
implies a severe burden socially as
well as cconomically to the families
where there are females who have
teached the age of marriage, If more
girls arc bormn to a family a poor
father has to devote the whole of his
life to raize funds for donations at the
marriage of his daughters. The pres-
sure which is made by such a system
£ unjustifiable teansactions, has led
on of cus-
o the matrimonial prospects of
ome peonle, There are instances

: females find it difficnlt
| at the proper age due
v of their families to
1 donation or dowty

heir partners pro-

make a
to the it
posed o otherwise.

Generally, the caste system is taken
far more seriously by the Tamils than
the Sinhalese and as a result the
rigidity of traditional marriage prac-
tices has undergone less change than
in the South. In only exceptional cit-
cumstances among Tamils ate such
martiages not contracted by parental
arrangements according to caste and
social standing; and where dowzy is
essential, :

The practice of interchange of gifts
and giving of dowrics is most firthly
embedded in Muslim custom and
law; and to many Muslims their
marriage law is regarded a religious
law. Among Muslims the castom
still persists where, ‘A person wish-
ing to matry, application must be
made to the bride’s fatber and mother
for their consent”; ‘Should the parents
of such bride be dead, the man must
make his intentions known to the re-
latives of the bride, and endeavour

‘to obtain their consent’; *And after

consent has been obtained it is the

custom that the bride and bridegroom:
interchange some presents which,

however, are reciprocally restored if

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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the marriage does not take place’;
“The patents or nearest relatives of
the bride shall then with the know-
ledge and consent of the bride enter
upon an agreement with the bride-
groom conceining the marriage gift,
called Maskapion” (1.c., Mahr).

Under Muslim law a valid marriage
is constituted by declaration and
acceptance, with the proper stipu-
lation of dower (mahr) payable to
the bride, in the presence of two
competent witnesses.

Following the religious cetemony
is the civil ceremony where the
registration takes place. The registe
is signed by the bride’s father and
if he is not alive by the grandfather
or a brother or male next of kin
on her father’s side, At this stage
the sum of money that the bride
should receive as ‘mahs’ is stipulated
and entered into a column in the
official register. This stipulation be-
comes a key factor in the event .of
divorce. The practice till recently
was to state the amount of ‘mahe’
in gold, but today the value could be
denoted in rupees. Itis compulsory
that the column in the register for
‘maht’ is filled. There is also a column
for dowry, where the amount to be
given by the bride’s family should
be stated, but filling of this column
is not compulsory.

The impact made by norms and
values Dehind the ipsdiution of
matriage on the employment market,
education and also on job aspirations
of youth is considerable, Alihough it
is not empiricall ¥ tested a few peneral
obscrvations on such implications
could he made. The chatacteristics of
the ptesent employment market are
such that thete is a greater demand
for professional skills which are in
short supply. Thus the price of these
professional skills-also .go up as the
demand incrcases. The. gaining of
professional skills involves a subs-
fantial investment in edacation and
it is only a limited hnmber who could
afford it.  The place for these pro-- -
fessionals is open mot-only in the
domestic employment market bat .
alsoin the employment marketabroad,
Al these have contributed in raising

-~ theit professional status and in tura
-raising matrimonial prospects. -
Although there is a short supply of -

other technical and professional skills
vital for national development, society
has not recognised the dignity of such
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succeeding is relatively few com-

pared to the number competing for
such qualifications. :

Th= job aspitations of youth who
join the labour matket after getting
som: edncational qualifications are
also geared towards certain types of
jobs. Those who jain the workforce
after shms yzars of formal education
as well as those who join the work
forcs with som: ‘cstrificates’ gencrally
expect ‘wage earning’, stable jobs.
Ths mote educated aspite to jobs
that havs white collar status, but
hardly anyone aspites to jobs in agri-
culture ot telated fizlds. Thase aspi-
rations reflect the value system of
present soclety, within which today’s
youth leaving schools and higher
educational institutes exist. Accord-
ing to these values a youth if not in
wage earaing, stable employment will
have miagre matrimonial prospects.
Miny stadies on job aspitations of
vouth reveal that they expect jobs
which ensure a stable incomz, secu-
rity and future prospects. Onz can
also obs=tve a tslationship between
these critetia and the values by which
the prics of a young man is assessed
in the case of present day arranged
marriages.

Marriage also plays an important
role in Sri Lanka’s political spheres.

Ty= family relationships developed

through marriage €ontracts pasticu-
larly among the elite familics of
Kaindyan as wellas low country origin
have been used as an eotty to
nolitics by some while there are other
instances whete the telationships deve-
loped through matrriage have bsen
used to strengthen the political poi-

tion of those already involved in .

politics. There have been some studies
of the genealogical background of
present day leading politicians and it
st':?tmg}y SuTITCsts that mmatriage fe-
lationships tended to operate as 2
" as a hidden force of solidarity among
these politicians. In some instances
these relationships have also been of
use to mitipate the ideological diffr-
- ences batween some of these politi-
- cians. Thase facts have also been
~widely discussed in many forums
iacloding the National State Assem-
bly. The nepotism arising from poli-
tical favouts has been a characteristic
 feature of the ruling elite groups not
- only in S:i Lanka but also in many
other ex-colonial countries with and
 without parliamentary democracies,

‘social consequence

In several such instances the rulers
under this political system came from
the elite classes consisting of the
decendants of old feadal chiefs and
the indigenous capitalist class. The
social and political envitonment in
these countries has been conducive for
their elites to enter politics and nse
their power to satisfy their class inte-
rests. Inthis process, theinstitution of
matriage has been used to safeguard
the political as well as economic inte-
rests of this class,

Present day marriage is also affzcted
by the growing economic problems in
Sti Lanka. Among these problems,
youth unemployment can beidentifizd
as 2 most crucial problem which 1s
likely to have a significant impact on
marriage. It would not be incortect
to say that youths who have reached
the age of martiage are yet unmarried
as they have no scli-supporting em-
ployment, Thus the problsms of ua-
employment have compelled them to
postpone matriage. According to
Sinhalese tradition a man must have
the means to suppoit a wife and
family befote he gets married. Inthe
past, self dependence where food is
concerned was considered a quali-
fication for a man to contract a mar-
riage, and this was tested by the
bride’s party on their visit to the
bridegroom’s ancestral home. The
present day porms generally give
emphasis to man’s employment and
income, although in the villages early
traditions are stillbeing practiced.

Thz present unemployed popu-
lation is estimated at nearly 800,000 of
which ovet soo,000 live in villages.
About 75 percent of these unemployed
ate youth in the age group of 15-24
yeats and they consist of an cqual
number of males and females. The
majoeity of these youth have also re-
ceived some sott of sccondary edu-
cation. Ttisalso significant that those
who ate married constituie only a
very small proporiion of those un-
employed. Among those married the
majority ate females. Th: increasing
unemployment among youth in both
rural and urban sectots suggests that
employment opportunities are limited
in agriculture as well as in other wage

sectors. This problem has a tremen-

dous siznificance on account of its
socio-economic implications.
postponement of marriage can be one
coupled
various economic factors.
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Cashing in on Marriage

Sri Lanka has increasingly attracted
attention, in recent years, of Western-
ers seeking aviental marriage parmers.
The latest exposures on this sordid
business came cut recently in the
West German tabloid “Bild an Sonn-
fzg”" and the Swedish newspaper
 Aftenblader”, The Swedish paper
described how a girl from a raral
home in Sri Lanka had found her
dream of a Scandinavian paradise
turning into a nightmare.

The lute of an apparently comfort-
able lifc, free from financial scress,
has emboldened many Siti Lankan
girls to answer advertisemenis in the
local press with the hope of wedding
men from affluent wesiern countries.
The principal motivating factor in
this type of marriage is money. The
applicants apparcently believe that the
middle aged men who scek Hastern
brides will not merely honour their
matriage vows but also clevate them
from their humdrum, prosaic cxis-
tence to the glittering life of the
rich world. This seems to be a reversal
of the present dowty system; the
Western man here provides the money,
while in the normal Sri Lanka case the
woman is the money giver,

An analysis of the soclo-economie
backgrounds of many of these girls
and their partners has revealed very
wide differences particularly in social
and cultural backgrounds. The girls
are ofren from familics where the
fathers arc not in a position to give
a dowry and serle their charges as
they would wish to,

Vor these tourists, mostly from the
Scandinavian countrics, a marriage in
Sri Lanka is a novelty, There are,
however, instances of foreigners:
marrying Sri Lankan girls and living
huppily thereafter, Reports teaching
ourshores {rom time to time, howcever,
reveal the plight of many gitls doing
all they could to escape from their
country of adoprion.

The parents of many of these girls
who have scoffed at the mere mention
of their daughters marrying an- out-
sider from their selecred social circle
and backgrounds, readily respond to
a suggestion fur a proposal of mardage
from a foreigner whom they hardly
know. The Ture isiin casy moncy. .
They believe firmly - that a - well
sertled daughter would bring financial
stability to the entive family including -
those members who are yet to he
setiled, '. e e R

Not many of theig parents would |
havs read of the German papers’cx-
posutes of the lucraiive trade carried

on by a Scandinavian “rnarridpe |

-+ agency” . The agency called for photo- -

graphs along with specific. details .

from Sri Lanka gitls who wish to.

* marry Furopezn bachclors, This data
was collected by the agency and issued
inn catalugucs £o prospective customers
for a fee. Theiriter

tive
red tales fly ovet

. to Colombo to take back a2 willing - o
-partner to Butdpe. S :
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Land Reform and Co-operative Farming

The ]m:a»msa Law passed by the
National: State Assembly marked
anotiw*r_-map in the country’s recent
agrarian reform. ‘This law which
provides f »r the registration of certain
societies as ]ar:zm asas, and the estab-
lishment ofm.jar_-a\‘.-'asa Commission to
register, regulate and supervise Jana-
wasas is a significant move in the
histor}' of ¢ ,\m.,(:tlvc farming in Sii
Lanka. Thislaw marks a phasein the

transition from fxrvﬂte 0&11“r5r1 oo

collective 'ownership and fosten:‘v of
a collective rmmbenﬂul. and devé-
lop‘l"m of agricultural land,
ay be considered a progressive step
"'f)Wa_dS socialized q<*1lcu1turc. Co-
nperative farming in “this country 1s
not a recent development. Attempts
at co-operative farming date back to
the eatly fifties when this system was
tried out on settlement schemes in the
dry zone. Such early attempts were
introduced mainly among peasants
from the wet zone who were settled
in agricultural settlements in the dty
zone, These did not meet with much
success and had to be abandoned.
- A fresh attcmpt was then made in the
mid and late sixties. This tirae it was
among the employed youth who were
settled in youth settlement schemes.
Althpugh ambitious plans were drawn
upto establish zzc co-operative youth
farms between 1966-70, cnly 43 were
established during this period with a

membership of 2,73¢ y’oLths.axagD instel

the target of 25,500,

Land Reforms

Co-opetative fatming reached new
grounds foll>wing the Land Reform
introduced in 1972. Provision was
made under the Land Reform Law for
the establishment of co-operative
settlements {Janawasas). For this
purpose & separate unit {co- opc"ativ'e
settlement) was establish ¢d within the
Land Retorm Commission,  With
humble beginuings in 1973 today
]ariawa':aa have grown. coflside'rably
within a short span of three years,
amounting to 183 in 14 districts,
covering anacreage closeto so,0c0and
a membership of 18,000. In addition
to the Janawasas there are alse the
SamupakaraGammanas (Co-operative

farms under the Ministty of Agri-

16

This

L,uhme} and the DDC {“f\-t‘pﬂ-mm%
farms (under the Pla wnning \T_ulstry
Thus co- r\prﬂmrlvc farming today is
key component of the C')u.n*"‘\ 5 a "g,n-
cultaral structure.

Thereis no doubt that co-operaiive
farming is ﬁm” the only tealistic
way to safeguard the peasants from
poverty, hunt_.,L backwardness
and oppression,

-
land,

i

policy of allocating a

mblr- holding to sach peasant is not
feasible in wiew of tl‘e limits on
expansion of Lultjwvbl_e arca and
current population growth trends,
The total cmnfrqu area  in the
country is estimated tc be around
10 mn, acres of W}”c-* db\)ht 50 per
cent is already under
A case has been argued for co-opera-
tive farming on technical grounds
as well. For instance as Dr. Ernest
Abeyratne, the Director of Agri-
culture emphasised:

“The basic choice before us is
betspeen er”mmﬂ;y»mﬁ} unbalanced sys-
fems of small holdings, dictated “by
enrrent social demands, with all the atten-
dant difficnlties (f servicing and support
and the more easily wanaged, large-scale,
labonr-inlensive collective or co-operalive
sy stoms which are environmentally stable”

In socialist countries co-operative
farming is a political necessity and
co- ")pﬁratl\'e farms are in bavmurv
with the rest of the é econorn} Co-ope-
rative farms are thus an in 3&1\arabie

~ patt of a socialist economy and the

co-(mcrative transformation of agri-

cultureis not ]U.St a q‘JF‘Sthﬁ of orga- :

nisation which can be carried 1 through
scpmatcd from the nature of the
social order and character of state
power. !

“Even in these countries the trans-
formation of co-operative farms was.a
gradual process. In East Germany
for instance, the transformation took
place io ahout 15 years. Poland

on the other hand, immediately after

the war, started on a massive pro-

gramme of collectivisation but subse-
quently decollectivized them and
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caltivation, :

it 'x\'ould bie useful if

_Co-Dpetative falmmg system ify Sri

today 809, of the land in Poland
under private ownership.

Co-operative  settlefents in  Sri
wa are just 4 segment of the apri-
cultural sccror of the country. Out
the total lands "ts*ed with the State
following the Land Reform, only 7%,
of it has bzen alichated for co-opera-
tivc settlements while over 209, of

e lands vested have besn redistri-
b ved as individual holdings to land-
less peasants,

9

While 1t 15 impoztant that co-opera-
tive scttlements are given a pj:ominsr]t
place an equal amount of considera
tion must be given to organise pro-
duction in the lands distributed as
indivicdual holdings. ‘The mere re-
distribution of holdings to the land-
less should not be the sole objective
and every cffort should be taken to
bring these lands under an appropriate

coduction plan so that these would
give the recipients a reasonzble in-
come and could make 2 major contri-
bution to increase agricultural pro-
ductioni of the country, Excessive
attention on Janawasas could result
in mutual jealousies and rivalry be-
tween the villages and estates which
would also lead to problems in inte- .

- grating the two. _ 4

Time for Assessmient

Tn 8¢ Lanka collective farming is
stillin its embryonicstages. Although
we do have many co-operative farms .
which are managed successfully we
cannot yet say that 8ri Lanka’s expe-
rience in collectivisation is a com-
plﬁtc success, There are marv preb- -
lems yet to be classified and it “will be
a long time before we. coulq evolve
a system based on our own ideo-
lopiey. =

This erﬂs us to - consider the’
present position of co-operative farm-
ing schemes in. Sti Lanka: Is the time

ripe for us to increase the ﬂumbur'of o

co-opetative farms? o what
have S1i Lanka’s co-operative: farms

been successful? Have we evolved 2™

system based on our own ideologies
and aspirations of the people? Thus

e could now!
make a comglete asses i

Larks and identify its obstacles for = -

“its sustained growth’ befarc furthcr_'.
'_expansmn is. madc. i

E'cmwi_euu':; Ruvinw, PEsruaks 1977
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Princiipﬁes_ and Policies to Promote
Sri Lanka’s Milk Production Industry

Barle de Silva

The glaring shortage in naiional
© il supplies and an ma"rz’;;_y to
- satisfy even the minimum needs of

the mrost semsitive gromps in our
population has beew bighlighted in
many previods discussions ow his
subject. Iu this paper, which is an
‘edited lalk stx{,’fﬁ fl‘JJ Dy, Barle de
Silya, D”bm{} Directory National If
Planning (Agriculinre), Develop- |
ment Pz'ammcg Unit, Minisiry of
Planning and Econsmic Affairs,
on the first day of #he First FAO
Government of Sri Lanka Natiogal
Dairy Training Course Sesminar
‘arranged by he Regional F.AQ
Dairy Training Censre in the Phil-
lipines, somie of the reasons for this
Stnation are disensied and many
constractive pmpa.wfj are put fa; =
ward for an efjxmzw pr*’:f) on ihe
develo prent of milk production and
the supply situation in Sri Lanka

Policies are a dangerous subject
bzcause they are framed by the Poli
tical Executive and some are more
sensitive than others about their
policies. « But policies are not per-
‘manent. DPolicies enter the statite
books, some to be alive, others to lie
dormant for varying periods of time,
some to be fOi‘gOttt‘ﬁ afid others to
be chanped by succeeding govern-
ments.  -Paradoxically, some even
defeat their own objsctives. How-
ever policies regarding milk and
milk production have a serions im-
_pact on the 'dsl_'il'v life -of the entire
population of Szi Lanka.

The views I express ate my own,
But I shall treat the subject from the
broad perspective of National Plan-
ning and not from the parochial view
of the Milk Board or its sector. The
facts and figures I quote are from
authentic documented matetial.

- ThePeople’s Bank Eoonomic Reviews
- of July 1975 and March 1976 dealt
with the Milk and Nutrition situation
in Si Lanka in the cover stories of
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in fcm*‘d to the dais

these issues wi
tein-calos

wlt"z us for near
press  has: pc’rm.ha!ly
critical shorta ges, I wnll focus atten-
tion on the urgent nc cr.f. to roview the
policies in e g’*rl to the Milk :1:1';
the Milk P::n.f.u_lcuol.- Ind
Sri Lanla,

1

“‘l}"‘ LL».5L.1-..< (

1 pn?'cv ma‘cisw

iy ‘.L‘,.1~1,’}

dal_ﬂ* industry -1 mean both prima 1’}

and secondary scctors) are :

1. The objective to satisly demaind.,

2. The policy of declaring milk as an
essential food item.

3. The principles underlying efficient
supply and distribution to meect the
obrjectives at™ (1) and (z).

4. Pricing policy.
The principle un

policy on milk at r 1] level must
uﬂi\mmedly F\-" lemand, and its
relevant social policy
tion of milk as an
food, pa ulacly natrition - cofi-
siderations ate of paramount impos-
tance in- a situation ua lqade’laﬂac
supply both ]\-L‘,‘iy and from extsrnal
sources u mes‘ balancs 0" payment
constraints.

SATISFYING DEMAND

This is undoubtedly the primary
objective of anv 1cvslspmcn‘: and
production programme, import pro-
gramme, distribution scheme and
pricing policy. In - all LDCs of
which, there are 161, the cbiective
of daity development is to satisfy
internal demand.

Nearly all LDCs ate net importers
of dairy products, The exporters are
inevitably Dzveloped Countries. Of

Iying economic

3L
ik

the world population of 4% billion -

these LDCs carry over 3k billion,
But out of the world milk production
of 421.32 million metric tons {1973)
these LDCs produced only 84.93
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li rig tons, d.e, corly 22290
>f the world milk for 789% of the
population. '

ertheless, the LDCs continued

to bz net importers of milk products -

"n:'i cows to satisfy consumer demand
aote milk production res-
eveloped market economics,
) milk products is more or
less a direct funciion of income and
prices, The population effect 1s less
uniced. Butin many LDCs it is
] i ion D_‘:m'-md
1z also Haoked with traditional co
sumer habits, levels of education an
even rcuglur, and government
controls via import <lu+1r=,, import
quotas, prices ar ution sys-
tems, T'*“ population effs

ct ig itself

significant. India for m.s*-tanc:z, is a

country whete demand for milk and
milk products is traditionally high
i relative tarms of demand for other
essnrti%l ‘::mc] lt.:ms SL- L;

is respect. Dulv par capita
mption in India \w 1 a papu-
law"’ of 6oo millioa was 105 gms.
in 1975. In Sri Lanka it dropped
from 56 gms. in 1963 to 41.4 gms. in
1974, according to  the Consuiner
Finances Survey 1963, of the Contral
ank and the Food Balance Sheets
of the Dapartment of e and
Statistics,

m)-

In most countries which were for-
mer ¢olonies of 2 metropolitan Euaro-
pean Power demand for processed
milk products has ~ been  derived

throug 1o the consumey hiabit of depen- .
dence on impotted products.. This ig
¢ cconomies
such as Sti Lanka where a partof
- export ‘carnings from. primaty. pro~ -
ducts was utiliged for the import of .
congdmer items from the
untry or its trading .

particulazly true of exp

populat
mctmpo_htn
partners, - But the demand for these

products was invariably restricted to
urban consumers, the upper incotme
groups and the cdua&ted segment of
the population whiclk copied the cus-
‘toms of the matr opohtan immigrants..
With the gaining ofiindependenee,”

widespread education, rural develop-
ment and emancipation of backward

areas, development “of provingial

Heoyomic REVIEW, FESRUARY 1977
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degree affliction is 479, at 2 vyears
619, at 3 vears 719} and then gently
decreases. This age incidence is
clearly on account of the lack of
milk and milk substitutes and
supplements. Sutely the decreasing
supply in the last few vyears with
1974 as the worst yeat on record must
be a contributory facior.

The necd for a review of policy
I Dbelicve is therefore most urgent.
If the policy objsctive is primarily
to supply the szasitive age groups
and most needy in the population
with essential milk foods, then the
matter of demand is of secondary
importance. Such a policy is justified
when local production is inadequate
and imports are restricted by balance
of payments problems. But this sort
of sclective supply policy is very
difficult to implzment because it
must be supported by a well developed
marketing system and a strong non-
corrupt administration and bureau-
cracy to implement controlled dis-
tribution of quotas and the accom-
panying subsidised pricing policy.
Ocherwise corrupt practices would
emerge and some part of supplies
will find its way to meet suppressed
demand among the more affluent,
The poorest and most needy will be
denied supplies. Only strong govern-
ments capablz of cradicating corrup-
tion with severe punitive measures
could sucezed in effecting selzctive
distribution.

An alternative is a health welfare
distribution scheme to the sensitive
groups through schools and maternity
and health clinies. But here too, in
order that all in these seositive
groups may be reached, the schools
and health infrastructure would have
to be well-leveloped and widespread,
For the last 135 years Sti Lanka has
had a Ministry of Health Milk Distri-
bution Scheme  assisted by CARE,
But the problem of malautrition des-
cribed before is so large that this pro-
granmme seems to be toe small. The
Ministry of Health and CARE have
just established a Cercal Products
Factory at Kundasale to prepare
Thriposha from local materials for a
larger distribution programme of
this milk substitute. To bz fair, such
a programme still cannot substitute
a normal supply of milk food. It can
only supplement the requirements of
the most needy it can reach,

- In both supply systems pi‘opf)s"d

it Is necessary to- have population.

29,

statistics broken down into age

groups,  schooling groups, female
employees and so on. Then the re-

quited supply is estimated on the
basis of daily needs for different cate-
gorics recommended by nutritionists,

The third altermative of supply is
to assess demand and make supply
adequate and at a price within reach
of the low ineome groups in the popu-
lation, as the criteria of accessibility
for all. Only whent a country can
gencrate adequate supplies mch.gmg
imports and also subsidise milk to the
consuimer at a price which to him it
would bz an advantageous oppor-
tunity cost, relative to the next most
important essential iterm, would milk
recach the largest segment of the
needy and sensitive groups in the
population throush the open market,
This is the basis on which milk re-
maing a relatively cheap essential
food item in Dcvclapcd Countries.

PRICING POLICY AND
SUBSIDIES

In the world crisis of inflationary
pricds the prices of milk products
rose for instance by 350% in
the case of skimmed milk powder
between 1970 to 1974. The cif.

rices of milk products for the majo-
rity of LDCs thus rose faster than
income gains. On the one hand,
imports were restricted due to balance
of payments pfobl“ms in the majority
of LDCs. Oa the other, demand
slack=ned due to the price hike,
Th=se two factors have had somewhat
of a balancing effect although an
equilibrium position could not be
reached because of the large element
of essential milk food demand. It is
this element if accepted by govern-
merits as 2 matter of national nutrition
‘pﬁllﬂr which would need to be forti-
fied in these circumstances with a
consumer subsidy and a distzibution

system to reach the majority of the

most necdy. Still a major problem of
a consumer 511b‘.>ldv is that although it
will improve teal income and the
e s “ipie
purchasing power of the recipient,

the very poot and destitute may sell.

the subsidised product at a higher
price to a third party in ordet to use
the cash for the purchase of more
bulky but less nutritious foods or for
some other urgent needs.
fact, has bzen happening with La k-
spray in this country.

If instead,
kept down by subsidising the cost of
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This, in -

consumer pI_iCCS-_ are |

production, it would on the one hand
increase effective demand and on the
other it would stimulate production,

both because of the viability of the

enterptise and th® marketing oOppoL-
tunity which would be created, Un-
Lke consumer-subsidies which ate
difficult to remove once introduced
under democratic systems of govern-
ments and the trends of continuous
inflation, producer-subsidies can be
reviewed and manipulated with great-
er ease from time o time, commen-
surate with markct flactuations. The
producer subsidy could be sclectively
applicd, on one or more factors of
production. It could b= a2 means to
promote improved techniques of pro-
duction and could slso be an incentive
for development. This would be the
more valid policy to adopt in most
L.DCs because it could achieve several
important objectives, It makss dairy-

ing profitable and promotet‘ develop-

ment and production.  The ‘ex-farm
subsidised cost of production can be
further manipulated if necessary selec-
tively ot uniformly at the point of the
consumer in order that milk would
teach the large ﬂlzt]"‘rllt\u' of the most
tiecdyie hus the nutrition objective

would be achieved while simult“
neously a rise in the cost of living
would also be cutbed by some
amount. In effect real income and
purchasing  power of consumecrs
would increase.

Pricing policies may also be exten-
ded to sitnations of unresericted sup-
ply wheee, by imposing dutics on the
c.i.f. price, the market price could be
raised and demand curtailed resulting
finally in reducing imports. Reducing

imports via dutics and restrictions are
nccessary protective steps for nascent
local industrics of milk products and -
In this way 2~
pricing policy can play an rctive andf-_

for their promotion.

positive role in the cmmt“} !

lopment. The producer can be subsi-

dised to the extent of ma kmg th\e
industry prnnt’lble and- attractive £

new investments and cxpansmn Bred 1116----

duties arc placed o nnpnfteu pro

ducts to raise the prices of such com-

Dctln‘f products 5153111)5(:&1111 7 :Lbovr:
the l’)ml products. However; Incal

production should be nearly 2 dcqu ate.
for basic needs. If not, if a-selective

d]strlbutmn s‘mtcrn opcratcs because

* supply is m'lc‘cqu te than the impors’ -
ted product or the past of it ¢hannelled

into selective distribution would have ©,
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say the minimum requirements of the

most needy in the population, then
the Board would have, to adopt a
_complétely new 1dc0hgv and think-
ing, new policies as its goals and new
principles on which to achieve these
goals. The Milk Board would have
to bz reorganised by Government
fiat on lines suﬁgeqtcd below if we
hope to achieve these main policies.
The Milk Board will have to be—

1. Responsible for the effective sup-
ply and distribution of milk to
meet the national goal of adequate
supplies for the sensitive groups
in the population. Surely by virtue
of the monopoly vested in the
Milk Board it cannot entizely
absolve itsclf of this respoansibility
and the milk nutrition crisis of
the children of this country. The
authority and financial support
should be given to the Board to
maximise milk coliection and to
PO and distribute milk to
meet this objective, to import the
deficit and to control the distri-
bution system. There should be
no room left for some other un-
connecied authority to decide
import requirements and for some
other party to take the blame for
poor distribution,

2. Responsible for maximising milk
collzction as a further commit-
ment of the primary goal. But
then it will also have to ensure
that the children who may be
deprived as a result ate provided
with adequate suhstitute milk at
‘an accessible price. Besides the
milk collection objectives should
bs in harmony with the dairy
development objectives so that as
at present valuable calves will not
be lost due to milk starvation, but
instead would be raised to matu-
rity to maintain and expand pro-
duction levels.

5. Authorised to re-organise the
structure of its dairy factories and
aceordingly to produce the type
of products most essential for the
community and diversify its pro-
duct-mix in order to obtain indus-
trial economies through diversi-
fication,

4. Totally responsible for promoting
the production of milk and dave-
lepmentof dairyingin this country.
Surely, soms other non-commet-
cial authority with other multi-

farious responsibilities cannot be
expected to gear itself to the Milk
Board’s commercial neads. This is
now a well established fact which
needs no elaboration. Since 1969
the Department of Agricalture
which took over real_onsmll"rv for
dairy development in Stri Lanka
and virtually banned the Milk
Board from such activity has not
been able to gear the country’s
dairy development to supply 1/3td
the Milk Board’s factory capa-
cities up to theend of last year,
let alone national needs. Nor has
thete been concern for the far-
mers costs of production and the
industry as a whele as evidenced
by the 209 recession in the indus-
try dunflg 1973 and 1974 due to
the increase in \,mt of milk pro-
duction by 3009 m at least. This
had the most serious deleterious
effect on the economy and finances
of the Milk Board, although of
converse general price n‘i'Li‘thB
the price hike on imported pro-
ducts and the Board’s own in-
efficiencies too have hzen contri-
butory factors.

By virtue therefore of the res-
ponsibility cast on the Milk Board
by the proposed po l"cv it must
surely be the premier bod y respon-
sible for dairy dev elopment in this
country, It must then have the
authority to operate and control
all services in this connection in-
cluding ctedit schemes, advisory
services, veterinary services, feed
factories,purchase and disttibution
of dairy a analo etc.

i Kwpfmsmle for the operation of
the pricing policy both in regard
to the nutrition policy for the
underprivileged
groups and the general price
structure for its products, and the

producer-subsidies to ensure ade-

quate incomes to farmers, make
dairying profitable and an atirac-
tion for investment and self-
employment, An important com-
ponent of this policy would be to
*  stabilise the critical ¢oconut poo-
nac feed pnc& and also tie in an
incentive price scheme to breed
and raise good quality dairy pur-

5  pose heifers through a national

cattle breeding policy and put an
end to the loss of calves and conse-
quent dependence on imported
cattle, - :

5
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and low-income

If therefore, at some future point

in time the MilkBoard were to be re-
organised, to achieve the proposed
fational policy goals it must become
a naticnal body with authority and
freedom to C4Iry out its 1‘-,51')011.)1-
bilities.  Tts oricatation would be
towards nationzlserviceand develop-
ment. Tts funciions would have to ba
financed by Government grants. It
should not be subject to FEECs and
parcchial administrative and financial
bottlenecks which would defeat its
objectives straightaway.

Unless such a single national autho-
rity is established it would not be
possible to programine dairy develop-
ment tied to milk collection and fac-
tory requitements of the Milk Board,
geared to achieve the goals of impoxrt
substitution and self-sufficiency, and
to make the industry highly profitable
for farmers, attract investments and
provide large-scale employment. It is
the only way to remedy the ptesent
diffusion of authority for this indus-
tty, which is spread over many
institutions under half 2 dozen Minis-
tries, and the consequent parochial
and professionally sectarian interests
which today predominate and over-
tide national interests.

Finally, to catry out such a huge
national task the future Board of
Directors would have to represent the
vital areas of authority relative to the
special functiops. For instance, the
following representation seems essen-
tial,

t. The Commissioner, Co-operative Deve-
lopment—in respect of farmers organi-
sations and collection .of £ milk 111'_1(_1 distti-
bution of milk production:’; 00 -

2. 'Thc Price Controllm——@n arcount ot the
far-reaching pﬂcmg pr‘ucv. : E

The Director of the Nutrition ngm mme
of the Ministry of Health because of the

alarming incidence of prorcin——_calonc s

malauttition amongqt chlldren

4. The Director, \Tatxona}. Pl'lrmtng—m re-
gard to natlonai pohcv capital grants for
develapment a2nd <o- ordlmuon of zcti-
vities, - e :

i. The Dxrector S‘upplj,r and Cael.rc Mmlstry
of Fmance—m regatd ta fma cial pro-
vision, : &

The Diri:ct_o'r, A‘griu_:ulmra'l D'ev‘tiopmcht,
Ministry of Agriculture to co-ordinate the
Board’s activities with othct msnmnons
moder the L{lmstry :

-
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THE TRAFFIC IN
TECHNOLOGY

Philip Maxwell

Philip Maxwell, a research fellow af
the Science Policy Regeareh Uniz; Sussex
Ugiversity was one of a lteam of re-
searchers working on the trangfer of
technolugy to developing conntries.

The Package Deal

Already this vear two major ‘techno-
¥ i ]

logy’ scandals have shocked the Bricish

public. First came the news that a major
part of Brirain’s North Sea oil wealth
had ‘been taken over on the cheap by
American companies. Soon afterwards
catne the announcement thar the secretive
Swiss-based drug company [loffman La

" Roche was charging the Nutional Health

Service £407 and £1014 for the active
iagredients of Libstium and Valium which
could be bought from Italian manu-

facturcrs at £9 and £20 respectively,

What do these two scandals have in
common? Ia bath eases the companies
concerned had something which Britain
needed—advanced oil cxploration tech-
aology in one case and vitally needed
medicines in the other.

But the American companies were not
interesred in coming over only to find
the oil and then go home again. Instead
they sold Britain a package deal which
involved not only finding the oil but also
helping to exploit ir and  hecoming
‘sicting tenants’ over a large area of the
North Sea oil ficlds.

Similarly IToffinan La Roche were not
selling just one picee of pharmaccutical
techaology. For cach bottle of Librium
or Valium pills is in itself a complex
package, including the Tloffman La
Roche tranquiliser production  koow-
how, the trade marks ‘Librivm and
Valium’, the patents for their key chemi-
cal ingredients, and the company’s ex-
tensive sales network.

The key fact in all this is that neither
Hoffinan La Roche nor the American
oil compinics were intercsred in sclling
the elemunts of theit technology separare-
by. They are in the business of designing,
producing and selling package deals..

‘Commetcial lock-ins’ are standard

practice between two branches of the
_same 1l

tonal  company, and in
this case “lock-ins’ do not even recuire
a contract—ijust a memo or a telephone
call from head office. This was exacely
the game played by Hoffman La Roche
and its Beirish subsidiary Roche (U.K.).
Roche (UK. was commercially locked-in
to buying szveral ingredients” of the
Librium and . Valium  packages from
Hoffman La Roche in Switzerland,

of develupueent lo ged it

effoces —New Tnfernationalise,

“The tochuology which the vich countries have developed over the lasi twa bundred  years
is what made them rich—and the great advaniage of the developing countrics is thar thir
techuology is freely available fo thene wow without bav

For years this argument has prevailed. For years it has been a source of
hope in poor countries and complacency in rich countries. ;

But the prophecy is not coming truc?. And now it is becoming clear
that technology is not primarily being used to make the poor less poor
but to make ‘the rich more rich. The fundamental reason for this is that
much of modern technology is not *“freely available”—it is the property of
the rich nations and multinational companics who are now engaged in
sclling it to the poor world at prices which are often scandalous and on
conditions which are often damaging to 2 poor country’ development

dup fo go 2erough two butidred years

30 having forced your customer into
buying more than he wants and locking
him into buying it all from you, you can
also make him pay much more than he
bargained for.

Muiti Channel Payments

The next potenrial abuse is pethaps the
most damning. The rechnique is to estab-
lish as many scparate channels of pay-
ment for yvour technological package as
vou possibly can.  You invoice your
customer separatcly for royalty payments
on pateated products, for sales of the
ingredients which make-up the product,
for a share of central office overheads
and rescarch costs, ia addition to your
proficand dividend remittancesfrom your
foreign subsidiary. Then, if che govern-
ment of the countty you arce selling to
legislares a maximum royaley rate or an
uppet limit of profits going out of the
country, you simply increase the price
of the riw materials or raise vour charges
tor ‘ressarch costs’, Obvicusly ir is only
the toral remittance you are interested in,
not how rmuch is paid through cach
individual channel.

This system, commonly called “transfer
accounting’, is fow siandaxd practice
with ms: ultinational companics, in-
cluding : La Roche, Whilst
Roche (ULK.) Lid., had declared profits
of £3 million on the slaes of Librium and
Valium between 1966 and 1972, ‘transfer
accounting’ had been used to sluice out
from Britain £z1 million through in-
fiated ingredient prices and an unusually
high charge for overheads and research
costs. S0 not only had Hoffman La Roche
stung the Brirish taxpaver for £21 million
by selling Librium and Valium to the
National Health Scrvice at  inflated
prices, but they had alzo avoided paying
British taxes on a latge slice of the profits
they made in doing so..

It is difficalr encugh for a hip
developed and financially sophisticar
country to ‘police’ 21l these channels of
payment and impose limits on them-—
witness American and Furopesn head-
aches with exchange cohrrol, Buta poar
country which lacks financial cxpe-
rience and trained comrmercial  man-
powes cannot always police every channel
adequately. And policing only some of

(New Internationalist, Jly 1973).

the channels of payment is of limited
vscfulness. Tt is like a man trying to
plug cleven holes in a dyke with only
ten fAngess.

Colombiz Investigates

In 1968, the Colombian government
spotted a strange z2nomaly in the beha-
viour of American investors. Why Jid
American companies operating in Co-
lombia report such low profits and at the
suine time show themselves so desperately
keen to expand their Colombiun ope-
rations?  The government invited a
young Greek economist, Constantine
Vaiteos, to investig

Valisos came to Bogota, capiral city of
Colombia, and was given access to the
ustoms office files. Therc one of his
ream worked for 11 months, tabulating
data on 1,500 imported intermediate
products, recording the name and quality
of the products, the names of the impor-
ter and exporter, the wvolume of the
imports, and most important of all—che
price of the imports. ‘The prices paid by
Colombian subsidiaries for imporeed
ingredients in technology packages were
compared to che international prices pre-
vailing for the same products as quoted
in Eutopean and American matkers. The
differences were stuggering.  In the
phurmaceutical sector, the average over.
pricing of intermediate ingredicnts imn-
ported by forcign-owned subsidiarics was

155 % Vaitsos worked out thar, together

with adjustments for royaltics and con-.
sultancy {ees, this meant that the profic

rate earned by foreign pharmiaceifical

firms investing in Colombia was not the
clared to the
ut - actually”
s exactly

6.1 Y% average which they'd
Colombian  authoritics
79.1%. The irick emplovid was
the same trick that Hofiman T
plaved on Britain with Tibe

ing ro note that the two worst cases of
overpricing uncovered by
hiz team concerned cthe produets “Diage-

‘pam’’ and ' Chlordiazepoxide’. In Britain, -
these ‘two pharmacentical products. are .

marketed by Roche (ILIK.) and ax
other than Librium and Valiug
Colombia, the over-pricing on D
pam™ was 6, 478% and on ‘Chlordi:
poxide™ a mere 6,155% Pethaps we
Britain should ‘counrc ourselves . Iuck

1w - and
Valium--transfer pricing! It is interest- =

Taitsos. and
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Technological Dependence and the
International Pharmaceutical Industry

A Case Study

Sanfay Lall
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i sections we

* situation—and to see whether the
deug MNCs have great markst power,
what the sources of this market power
are, and the costs that its excrcise
imposes on society. In the following

shall deal with these
qucstions in tuen, and shall also con-
sider the policies that are open to
developing countries to reduce the
costs of the market power which
technological dependence  exposes
them to. In the final section we shall
draw the main conclusions of this
paper.

MARKET POWER
IN THE PHARMACEUTICAL
INDUSTRY

It is imperative to note from the
start that the existence of market
power in the international drug in-
dustry arises from certain charac-
teristics of its mode of operation in
developed as well as lexs-developed comn-
#ries, and its costs therefore apply to
both. We shall argue that the social
costs in less-developed countries are
higher than in developed ones, but
this must not be taken to imply that
the former are the sole suffcrers.
This being said, howesver, we must
also notc that the operation of the
drug industry in develaped countries
implies a sccial welfare loss as well
as an internal redistribution (withia
the developed world as a whole} in
favour of the large firms, while in
less-developed countries it implics a

social welfare loss as well as a re-
distribution of income abroad (from
the lzss-developed world as a whole).
We shall zeturn to this in which it
deals with the effzcts of markst power.
Let us first describe the indicators of
market power and its souress,

Indicators of Market Power

Most of manufactuting industry in
the modern world is oligopolistc,
with a few large fitms dominating
production, and the level of con-
centration is tending to incicase over
tme. In such a sitnation almost all
these firms can be said to possess
matket power in c;mpnﬂsun with an

cvnmmally ideal ¢ )mpctmne situ-
ation. Furthermore, the new theories

of direct invesiment and the giowth.

of MNCs argue that the possession of
some special source of market power
is a necessary c¢ondition for any firm
to go abroad, These general con-
siderations would lead us to expect

28

the drug MNCs to possess a certain
‘normal’ level of market power in
relation to other manufacturing in-
dustry. A glance at some indicators
of market power, however, shows
that this is not the case. The drug
MNCs possess abnormally high levels
of marker powerhardly exceeded in
manufacturing industry over a long
period by any other industry (though
a few individual firms may have held
tighter technological monopolies for
some considerable time).

We may use four convenient indi-
cators of market power for the drug
industry, concentration, profitability,
price differentials, and product differ-
entiation and marketing expenditures,

Concentration

We have already described the
extent of concentration in the pro-
duction of pharmaceuticals,  The
previous figures do not, however,
convey a true picturc: the drug mar-
ket i3 not a homogencous one, and
there ate scveral sub-markets which
are quite distinet from ecach other,
Large firms tend to specialise in
pm"ticulwr sub-or{‘;ups and in each of
the major groups the largest 4 firms
account for Go-809, of p*‘r‘vuct!fm
Furthermore, this concentration has
tended to remain stable over time,
though there are indicatinns that with

a gener al slowing down of new inno

vations the m_t]or firms ate branching
out into related lines. The world’
largest drag firm, Hoffman La Rocnc
of Switzetland, account for over 70%,
of the anti-anxiety drop market in
countries for which there is infor-
mation; we temark on this bscause
we shall be nsing the Roche example
in other contexts,

Profitabi_lity

This provides one of the clearest
indications of an industry’s market
power, and certainly there is little
doubt that the drug industry has been
one of the most profitable manufac-
taring industries for a very lang

eriod in all areas of its operaticon.
In the US, for instance, drug firms as
a whole eatned 219} on capital em-
ployed in 1966, as compared to less
than 139, for all manufacturing.
Moreover, it sserns that the largest
firms are significantly mozre profitable
than small ones, and the industry a3 a
whole has shown exceptional stability
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Nower,

in its earning capacity over long
periods, In India, medium and large
drug firms recorded profits before tax
on capital employed of over 209,
in every yeat fram 1965 to 1971, as
compared to under 10%, for medium
and large firms as 2 whole; the drug
industry was consistently the most
profitable of 23 manufacturing and
non- m'mufactvrino sectors in  this
6 vear period, with one exception in
1970 71 when mineral oils exceeded
t slightly. Roche earned on its lead-
mgg tranquillisers over 70%, (includ-
ing transfer-pricing profits) on capital
employed in the UK in 1966-72 on
eonservative estimates of the Mono-
polics Commission (1973), when its
prices in L‘ngl anid wete among the
lowest in the world; on this basis it
may well have been cmning 150-200%
on its worldwide operations. In
In diq its declared profits came to over
65 % Of net worth and over 6o% of
net capital employed, well above the
average for other c’amgjr companies.,

Furthermore, the 33 Jeading foreign-
condrolled drug firms in India were always
wore profitable than the 6 main local ones,
and also more profitable than all other
fypes of forf{gﬁ conirolled enferprises
While transfer pricing problems re-
duce the rcliability of these stated
profitability figures, an adjustment for
hidden remittances would orly serve
to raise profits, since this is the main
industry which appears to usc this
channel for remission {we shall return
to this below).

Price Differentials

The ability of market leaders to
higher prices than other producers
atl d to practice discriminatory pricing .
between different markets can- also be -
used as an indicator of market power. -
Both s )Tts of di fﬂxcﬂtl Is-are notos

cxpcnulv .Ip £0 100
persists, even if ‘the
protection, witha Ta
firms’ market shares.
Librium has compe
and [t;.l'}r'“ which scll av

without making headwa
markest; in India smal ;
to 5upolv cquwahnts at prices
The same dfug i, sold at
greatly dlﬁ'ermg pnces in. the samc
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countty-—thus Librium was sold in
different US markets at price differ-
entials reaching 243%—or between
diffzrent countrics—Roche’s Valiom
cost twice as much in Australia and
6 timss as rmuch in Switzerland, as
it did in the UK {before its price was
cut to 259, its original level by the
Monopolies Commission).

Product Differentiation and
Marketing Expenditures

These can be taken both as indi-
catots and sources of market power!
in an iadustry with homogeneous
products large firms would not be
able to create positions of special
privilage by differentiating their
brands and promoting them by
advertising, - In the drug industry
there is considerable product differ-
entiation even among medicines with
tdentical pharmacological properties.
In the US, for instance, about jco
drugs sre sold under some 35,000
names, a very similar situation obtains
in all countries in which the inter-
national drug companies operate
freely, Marketing expenditures are
very high in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, ranging in the US from three
to four times its R and D expenditures
and accounting for about one-third
of the value of sales somctimes exceed-
ing the cost of goods sold. The level
of marketing costs are” somewhat
Iower in the UK, but still bhigh
enough for the Sainsbury Committes
{1967) to remark that firms had failed
to measure up to the “appropriate
responsibility”.  In 1967 the drug

y accounted for the largest
single share 17% of advertising of the
total of 27 US industries; its sales in
the game year came to less than 395
ofihe total. Whils data on promotion
- expenditutes’ are not available for

most -less-developed countries, some
evidence on India, Argentina and
' shows that the pattern is
v The scale of marketing
e judged from the
cenditures in the

otints,, thar
nerges as one with a very
evel of market power, con-
nd preserved intact
ng period in all areas
>n. The evidence is,

of their operd
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he few maultinationals -

of course, fat from complete and still
oply indicative: but there is little
reason to doubt this general con-
clusion or to think that it would be
repudiated by fresh findings,

Sources of Market Power

There ate two main sources of
market power in the pharmaceutical
industry, technology and marketing.
Other factors, such as access to a
scarce resource, or economies of
scale, which may contribute to max-
ket power in other industries, are of
little or no significance in the drug
industry, since most of the materials
used are synthesised or relatively
abundant, and economies of scale in
production are practically absent.

TECIINOLOGY

We started by noting that this was
a research-intensive industry. The
leading firms are often, but notalways,
major innovators in terms of turning
out a stream of marketable new
drugs, though it is sometimes argued
that very latge research establish-
ments are not as productive (in terms

" of innovations measured against R

and D expenditures) as medium-sized
ones. Be that as it may, the contri-
bution to the market power of the
large firms can be traced to three
£OULCCS!

(a) R and D ezpenditures within the
firms, which, as we pointed out,
were very highly concentrated
among the market leaders.

(1) Patents on products or pro-
cesses, or both. The technology
of production in the drug in-
dustry is not as in many other
yesearch intensive industrics, very

difficult to copy, and once a new

drug is produced it is quite casy
to imitate. The ol of patents is,
“therafore, of great importance in
this industry, which is now pez-
haps the only major industry
which depends on patent-gene-
rated monopely to protect its
innovations, Patents are a source
of market power not only bacause
they prevent rival producers
from stealing innovation, but
2lso because they can be used to
_ monopolize impotts and prevent
local production in countries in
which the firm conecegned does
not start production and be-
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cause the high level costs of con-
testing patent infringements aets
as a deterrent to smallsr firms
who might have a legitimate case.
{c) State support for research. Itis '
not generally realizedthat govern-
ment expenditure on ‘hasic’ re-
search concerned in the pharma-
ceuticals is very large, and in the
US and UK exceeds total private
R and D by 200-330 per cent.
The results of this sort of re-
search are generally provided for
free or at very low cost to the
drug firms for further develop-
ment, thus giving the R and D
leaders 'a subsidised input for
profitable exploitation,  While
there may be some rationale for
separating ‘basic’ research. from
market-otientated testing  and
development, it is not at zll clear
that the ‘division of labour’ as
it stands at present is either natural
or socially optional. On the con-
trary, it has arisen simply be-
cause in a private enterprise sys-
tern the most profitable sections
of research are kept within pri-
vate firms and official institutions
ate not geated to producing
finished drugs. We shall argue
below that the little evidence
that exists does not show that
state-sponsored R and D is
necessarily less efficient than
private R and D. As matters
stand, however, a part of state
tesearch does not contribute to
the market power of the private
firma.

- Defenders of the drog industry
often point to the riskiness and
leagthy gestation period of its R and
D activity to justify its high profit-
ability. Certainly it must be admitted
that many individual research pro-
jects are risky and a large proportion
of them never achieve fruition; it
must 2lso be admitted that due to the
state of scientific knowledge in the
fi=ld as a whole the level of innovative
activity has slowed down in the past
decade, This does not, however,
prove that 2 large and well-diversified |
rescarch programme Is very 1isky;
in fact, the lzading innovators seem te
come up with afair amount of success-
ful results over long periods. Neither

~ does it provide a justification for high

profits, because both econometrie
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analysis and an examination of indivi-
dual firms fail to show that risk is a
significant factor in explaining profit-
ability. - Furthermore, the pharma-
ceutical industry appears to have a

“- relatively short period between ‘in-

vention’ and “innovation’ (L.e. product
development) as compared to other
industries, so that the justification for
exceptionally high profits based on
gestation periods is rather suspect.

MARKETING

The role of marketing in promoting
the industry’s market power can hard-
1y be overemphasised; it may well be
a more important source of such
power than technology. There are
three reasons why this is so:

(a) Separation of buyeranddecision-
maker, The fact that the actual
decision about which diug to
buy is made by the doctor and
the expense is borne by the patient
or a national [ private health
scheme means that there is no
direct pressure on the former to
‘economise’ in the normal sense
of the word, Most doctors do not
in fact place much importance on
prices,and it is up to the one who
pays to attempt to find the best
deal, A private patient, for ob-
vious reasons, is hardly inn a posi-
tion to do anything substantive.
Nationalhealthsystemsdoattempt
to economise, but not with very
great success, cither because the
political power of the drug manu-
facturers is too great or bacause
doctors insist on prescribing by
brand names. In developing
countries with few health care
systems, it is the patient who
pays and the doctor who decides.

Difference between brand and
gencric. names. The fact that
drugs can be sold under brand
names means that it would pay
firms to differentiate their pro-
ducts heavily and concentrate on
trying to persuade doctors to
prescribe their brands,  This
introduces a strong monapolistic
element quite separate from that
created by patents, and the fact
that leading brands (such as
Libzium) have the same share of
the market in a non-patent
observing country like Italy asin
other couniries is an indication
of its power.

(b)
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{c) Lack of other sources of infor-

mation. The speed of introduc-

tion of new products coupled
with a deplorable lack of official
provision of systematic infor-
mation on their prices, uses and
efficacy has made the medical
profession totally dependent on
the drug firms for information.
This is a system obviously liable
to use for profit maximising and
not simply objective informing,
and it is hardly sutprising that
doctors are inundated with glossy
literature, free samples, gifts,
banquets, visits from repteser-
tatives andallthe paraphernalia of
high pressure matketing from 2
highly = sophisticated industry,
Thesé are described in great detail
in the US S=nate hearings Klaas
(1975) and Coleman (1975).

Furthermore, most doctors do not
like to, or do not have the time to,
read serious litcrature, and there are
grave deficiencies in traditional me-
thods of pharmacolagical trainiog, so
that the drug firms activity fills the gap
in 2 powerful (and pleasant) manner,
leaving littl: room for objective
assessment of efficacy or cost on a
wide scale, rational comparison of
different drugs or an evaluation of
the firms® claims. Recent investi-
gations in the US and the UK show
that hundreds of drugs commornly
prescribed lack of evidence of effect-
iveness.  Whilz the US authorities
attempt to regulate this, the UK
government (and most LDC govern-
ments) do nothing to check the cause.

In developing countries the contri-
bution of these practices to market

ower is ewen greater than in deve-
Ly

loped ones. Not only are doctors

trained along the lines of developed
countries {or in the developed coiin-
tries) and so are used to the inter- -
national brand names, there is alse a -
strong prejudice in favour of foreign

brand names, sometimes justifiably
reinforced by the fear that some small

local manufactarers adulterated drugs, - e @00 e
: ~ 87 chemicals between  different

MNGs s v

“These ate the sources of market Y5 S
: . real “technology

power in the international drug

industry. Let us now look at its

effects.

Cost of Market Power

~ The costs inflicted on socicty by
the exercise of market power in the
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- #ransfer pricing.. Th
integrated in terms of its'interr

cult to determine.

drug industry can be gtouped into
direct financial costs and indirect
costs. ‘Though both categories of
cost are relevant to both developed
and developing countries, we can in-
dicate where the latter may suffer
relatively more than the former by
virtue of their weaker bargaining and
regulatory position. :

DIRECT COSTS

There are three kinds of direct
financial costs of the oligopolistic
mnde of operation of the drug

MNCGCs ¢

(i) Bxcessive profits. Itis now be-
coming more accepted in developed
as well as developing countrics, at
least by those who are not open sup-
porters of the industry, that profits 1n
the drug industry are ‘too-high” and
that drugs are ‘overpriced” with
reference to a more competitive situ-
ation, The problem of the ‘right’
level of profits is, of course, impossible
to resolve in any rigotous way., It
involves assessing the ‘proper re-
ward® for risk-taking and such
matters, but the recent crop of in-
vestigations in several countries into
particular drug companies (especially
Roche) reveals that many govein-
ments feel that the drug industry has
been sheltering too long behind a
profitable smoke-screen of high risk,
uncertainty and social service. For
less developed countries the question
of profits is rather different: it does
not revelve round the right reward
needed to induce risk-taking, sifice
drug innovation does not depend
upon sales in the developing world,
but around the question of how little

.they can pay in order to get the fieces-

sary technology. - This will be dis-
cussed i the fext parbs - od e

A problem intimately telated ito
that of excessive profits is .that of

operations, and trade in intermediate

is embodied ih th
ducts, and sidce th
available on world
arm’s length price is extre

with the ability of the firmis to make
exceptional profits, provides an ideal
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ra:pomxéxe for this state of affairs, but
their pricing and marksting policies
do worsen the consequences of an
; _initiall‘)? undesirzble situation.

(\*j Bffzcts on indigenous research,
An important effcct of the total depen-
- dence on foreign drug techaology is
- that very little effzctive research into

Iogal problems and solutions is uoder-
taken even in those developing coun-
tries, such as India, which have phar-
macological departments at univer-
gities and some R and D facilities in
local government and private drug
firms. Rangarao (1975) notes for
Tndia that academic and industrial
work on pharmaceuticals are quite
divorced from each other, the curri-
cula offer theoretical 'rather than
practical training, the trainees usually
become drug inspectors and salesmen
rather than researchers, and the total
volume of R and I is less than 19
of salecs. Furthermote, in some cases
where local private efforts are success-
ful, the rzsults states Rangarao, are
picked up by the large industeial B
and I establishments zbroad and
converted into technological realities
to be imported to India after a few
years, Thzse are, of couzse, classical
symptoms of technological depen-
dence and ars common to several
~ industries and countrics. In the drug
industry, however, it should be noted
that R and D conducted by govern-
ment  establishments in India has
yi.,lded some valuable new drugs,
indicating that there is no neccssary
comparative disadvantage in doing R
and D in developing areas, contrary
to the expectations of those who
defend the heavy concentration of
R and D in developed countties on
these grounds. If prcsm* trends in
the internationsal drug industry con-
tn-uc, however, it is very likely that
ost developing countries will never
he able to develop their ressarch
potential at all.

(vi} Inadequate regolation. Anun-
fortunate result of the relative laxity
of official controls over drug sclling
in -developing countries is that the
MNCs are able in some cases to get
away with far more potentially harm-

ful sales facsies than in developed ones. -

The case of Chloromycetin, one of
the most widely used antibiotics,
today is instructive. Its manufacturer,
the American multinational Parke-
Davis, has had a running battle with
the US authorities over undesirable
side-effects of the drug, and has re-
peatedly been accused of negligence
for failing to give adequate warnings
and for overpromotion. It has paid
out m’arl}r a million dollars in dama-
ges on this count, yet it continnes to
promote and sell the drug heavily in
the US as well as other countries.
In the US, however, Parke-Davis is
now required to warn against §ix
conditions in which (‘niomm} cetin
should not be used: and in several
developing countries none at all.
This information is
Raphael {1974 b.). It should be

pointed out that the overuse of anti-

biotics generally is one of the major
health hazards created by modern

druos {as mentioned above); in many
dev d.)pmg countries antibiotics can
be bought without a doctor’s pre-
scription, making the consequence of
promotion even more dangerous.
Thus the MNCs may well be content
to leave the regulation of risky drogs
to ill-informed authorities in deve-
loping countries while themselves
being fully aware of the dangess in-
herent in sellis g their products.

A similar problem arises from the
fact that a large number of drugs are
ingffective, in the scnse that they do
not produce the benefits claimed for
them. In the US, the food and Drug
Authority has banned scveral hundred
drugs as ‘lacking evidence of effect-
iveness’ yeot a recent survey teveals
that many of them, costing “‘at least
several millions of pounds” are still
on sale in Britain. This was dis~

covered in a sarvey conducted by

The Guardian and reported by
Raphael (19743}, who also noted

the complaint by some Labour MPs -

that the rmh official bady in the UK
capable of ﬁV’rllU.:ltlﬁg drmr effective-

ness was disbanded ia 1970 under

pressure from the drug  indostey.
There is now no comparable

the effectiveness of medicines..

"Bﬂrme 24 Week, (1974), p. 6?

Fort repotts on ’now potentially harmﬁ)l contrac‘cptwc dévices
were tested on poor {and often non-white) women in several LDCs by deug multinationals

see various issves fram 1972-1974 of the American Jeurnal of Ohmﬁw G}'ﬂae:o[agy
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taken from

body
in the UK withthe = pow er to evalnate
Most

2 . ; _’Whlch arise fmn “the t
developing countries do not attempt

. dependent  character o

te check on the real effectiveness of
drugs sold by MNCs. The Indian
authorities for instance, seem to be
unaware of this probl,m and so pre-
sumably pay heavily for extremely
dubious contributions ta l.h.‘:]f well
heing.

(vii) Other costs. There two other
undesirable consequences of the diug
MNCs” activitics which may be men-
tioned briefly.  First, the tigh bc“unf_,
of contrals by developed countries’
{patticularly the US) autherities on
clinical festing of new drugs has
“forced most of them to move a large
part of that function overseas.® Since
these authorities nndoubtedly bave
sound reasons for restricting clinical
testing, the ‘overseas’ countries (which
arc notably developing oqes) have to
bear a disproportionate share of the
risk of MNC innovation. Second, the
promotion of drugs via the giving of
free samples to doctors sometimes
leads to these drugs being resold in
the market for the doctors’ financial
benefit.  In such cases, ‘promotion’
comes very close to profit-sharing
with the doctor—at the patient’s
cost—and creates an undesirably close
identity of interests between the
MNCs and the medical profession.
The social cost of this is not simply
higher profits, higher prices and over
prescﬂme, but alse a powerful and
entrenched elite group opposed to
reforms of the present system.

To sum up the section on the costs
of markct power in the international
drug indu%try, therefore, it™ secms
clear that its present mode of obera~
tion involves heavy social costs in

-developed and less “dev cloped counl-

tries, fncsc costs arise mainly from

its olizopolistic structure based upon

tecnnologml innovation and matkets .
ing, and are reflected not merely in.
.'fmmmal waite (for socicty) but 21150'- :

in- varlous indirect effects’ of con:

siderable importance. ‘The extension .
Cof this olwopollstc structure * into
: develap
“the costs ¢

- £COL0 m}t ral _w'rmst of
cocountered in developed
piecduces sev cml TeW ONes,
nommculh
he: f{ rmer:
{if we may define dependence to in-

ones, aridd

i cTudc weakness of technical facilities

to teg,ulatc the md'lstrys practlresg :

(To be mnc!gd }
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The present day values compel the people to have wedding
ceremonies; this is especially so in the case of middle-class
marriages. Those who have means and accept the element of
ceremony in marriage, organise wedding ceremonies in such
a way that it adds ro their prestige, while others who do not
have means but are unwilling to give up the notions set by
these values like to maintain  ‘status’ by having a

wedding ceremony. The money that goes into such wedding
ceremonies in most instances comes through bank loans,
EPF or commuted ‘pension drawings (if the parents have
retired recently from service) or through the sale of property,
is mostly

Thus the end-result of the ceremony
increased burden on the family.

an

PRESENT

DAY

CERE-
MONI ES

: : i

The bridegroom is fed a cap of enrd by bic eldest

sivter as part of the elaborate ceremonial at o
Musiim marriage.

Part of the ceremonial at a Hindy wedding—rings placed on a grindstons
are fitted an the toes of the bride.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

The traditional cevemonial ovhserved at a present day Sinhalese marviage
ceremony—ithe fingers of the couple arve tied tagether by thread and water

Digitized-by Noolaham Foundation-——— —

poured over their hands,

The bridal conple receive the blessings of the priyst in a
typical Christian cburch ceremony.

Towards the New Society . . ..
Somze couples, bowever, prefer no ceremony, They get over
it with only the signing before the marriage registrar,

P |
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