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Anita

The year Ayya was born, the first solo nonstop transatlantic
flight from New York to Paris took flight. When he was 21,
Sri Lanka gained independence from the British Empire.
Ayvya lived through World War Two, Queen Elizabeth
ascending the throne, the fall of the Soviet Union, a 26
year long civil war in his homeland. He had nine children,
21 grandchildren, and nine great grandchildren. Some
would say, that is a life lived, but for Ayya, it was not about
his longevity or the sheer size of his family, but the way he
lived. Our family is not wealthy, we are not professionals
but what we are is unbreakable, kind-hearted and giving -
and that is his legacy. | take after my Appa and Ayya in their
stoicism, and so | spent a lot more time sitting with Ayya
than speaking with him. But | cherish those maments - the
quiet knowing that he only wanted what was best for us,
even when what was best went against the grain. It was
often from others rather than directly from him that |
would hear that he was worried about me and my
happiness, that he wanted to make sure | was taken care
of. When he was in hospital, | finally cracked our code of
silence and we spoke about what happiness means. |
explained to him that | was on a journey of finding
happiness independent from other people and material
things and felt | was getting really close to that. | reassured
him that while my happy looks different from what he was
used to, it was real. Even though he is gone, everything |
accomplish will be dedicated to him and this family, this
legacy that | am proud to be a part of. | promise you Ayya, |
am OK and | will be OK. Rest In Peace.
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SUGE

I never knew much about my grandfather growing up. We'd
have calls with him here and there while he was in Sri Lanka
and | remember him calling me Susila and I'd look at my
parents and think who is this man?! My father told me of a
story where he snuck out to the theaters once without telling
my grandpa for which he received a gnarly scar on his back.
My uncle recently told me as kids, they would hear him
around the corner finishing his post master job. This would
mean they'd shut off all the music and get to studying or
chores. My dad and his siblings were raised with a hard hand
but became kind, courageous and hard working people in the
process. My grandfather was a stern man of few words yet
one who was deeply respected and loved.

I'only truly got to know him this past year while we spent
countless hours in the emergency room and various wards in
the hospital. | saw how strong he was but also his
vulnerability, his determination and stubbornness but also
moments when he seemed defeated. He was always
respectful but with a little sass and sarcasm thrown into the
mix. These dualities in his characteristics can be obviously
identified in his 9 children but have trickled into his 21
grandchildren, likely to his 9 great grand children and
eventually will be passed onto the next generation. As our
family expands and time goes on, these characteristics will
morphea as well but they will always be rooted in him.

During his final hospital stay, we talked about his life in Sri
Lanka, my dads childhood, life and death. He was ready he
would tell me; he lived a good life and had no regrets. All he
cared to know was that his children were happy and well.
Looking back and reflecting on his life, the following are the
lessons | have learned from him:

B L e T
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- Do right by your family and always look out for one another
- Live honestly and give freely

- Work to live, keep only the necessities and live simply

- Eat for health and stay active

- Give back to your community

It's a hefty list, but | think the best way to honor his life and
the gifts he has given us all is to live ours to the fullest. Cherish
family, health, and the life itself. Thank you Ayya.

KOWSI

| just wanted to take a moment to express my deep love and
appreciation for you. You have always been such an important
presence in my life and have played a significant role in
shaping who | am today.

You have always been there for me, offering your wisdom,
guidance, and unconditional love. Your warm smile and kind
words have brought light to my darkest days and have given
me the strength to keep going.

Some of my cherished memories of you included you showing
me how to tend to a garden , you sitting with me through
thunder storms and the countless times you would stand in
the kids dance circles at our birthday parties.

| am so grateful for the memories we have shared together
and for all the lessons you have taught me. You have shown
me the true meaning of strength, resilience, and love, and |
will always hold these values close to my heart.

As we mourn the loss of our dear ayya, let us remember the
joy and love that he brought into out lives.

Thank you, ayya, for being such an amazing role model and for
always being there for me. | love you more than words can
express.
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