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PEARL FISHERY OF 1559, )
NOTICE is hereby given that a Pearl Fishery will take place at Dutcli Bay, in {lie Island of
Oeylon, on 'or abunt Februaty 10, 1889, The bank to be fished s (he Muttuswarty Paar, in
to 't fathoms waler, estimated to contain oysters suflicient to employ 100 hoats for 30 days with
arage loads of 10,000 oysters each per day, !
16 is therefore necessary that sueh hoat owners aud divers as may wish to be empl
eaid fishery shoulid be at Duteh Bay on or befure Fehruary 6 next; aud it is notified that t
fishing will take place on or about February 10 if possibile,
Duteh Bay is on the west coast of Geylon, 25 miles south of Silayatturai and 4 milés north of
Kalpitiya. It can be reached by sea or by backwater, from Culombo. N
: The fishery will be contloeted on account of Government, and the oysters put up,to sale in
such lots as may be deemed expedient,
The arrangements of the fishery will be the same as lave heen usual on
All payments to ba mada in réady money in Ceylon currency,
Dirafts on the banks in Colomha or bills on the Agents of this Government in India, at ten
days’sight, will be taken an letters of eredit being produeed to warraut the drawing of such drafts or bills,
For the convenience of pirchasers, the Treasurer at Colombo and the different Government
Agents of Provinces will be authorized to receive cash deposits from parties infending to lecome pur-

vyed at the
e first day’s

‘
similar ocﬁasluns.

|

. - . - |
charers, and receipts of these officers will i fuken in payment of any sums dieon account of the fishery. |

No deposit will be received fora less sum than Rs, 230, .
. By His Excellency’s cgmmum’
B. Nonr, Warkis

Colonial Seeretary’s Office,
etay.

Colombo, December 11, 1888,
STATEMENT of the Valuation and Produee of 12,000 Oysters taken.ﬁ' the Muttuwartyl Paar
- in November, 1888, /
)
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YEAR.

We acknowledge with deep thankful-
ness the merey of God, in having permit-
ted us to enter upon another year of grace.
This little journal counts its 49th volume
this year. In view of the encouragement
we have received at the hands of our read-
ers and patrons, we would take this oppor-
tunity to thank one and all of them, and to
express our hope for increased interest
on their part, in the cange of the Stur.
The year commences with a bright pros-
pect. The Governor of the Island is to
visit Jaffna about the middle of this month,
and to personully ascertain the wants and
requirements of the Disivict. Reception
halls and pandals are in course of prepara-
tion in orderto welcome the vice regal party
in a manner worthy of the great personago.
‘We hope the need fora railway to Jalina
will he more and more impressedon his
mind, a8 he will be travelling towards the
north capital, and the ery of the Jaifna
people will be responded to at no distant
date. TIn the meanwhile, the necessity for
metalling the central road all along, with-
out any interval will demand His Excel-
leney's immediate attention. Among other
matters of importance for the welfare of
the people, isa liberal grant from the pub-
lic Exchequer to encourage education,
The ruling power being in loco parentis,
the people have a right to look to it for the
fulfilment of such relationship. We hope
for increased prosperity and success in

ever, ‘and eternal.
w aders all prosperity
! qdminlhuii:v' .
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L- :imﬁ'ﬁam'jou and we are nearer the end.

e also desire to ad-
our non-christian read-
us toassure you of
and agk a gerious

. Are youon the road to Heaven?
flies. Tho rolling off of every year

Mr, Mc Lelland’s sudden death on the 16th
Dec. 1888, foreibly warns us all, of the sud-
den summons. Oh | Be not deceived. Re-
member the parable of Lazarus and the
rich man. Let not the final condemnation
pronounced against Ephraim in the words
“Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone,”
be denounced against you. Butf, on the
contrary may the happy words spoken to
the son on his return to his father, he
your portion,

JAFFNA'S CLATMS ON THE GOVERNMENT,

However strongly the Planting Representative
in the Legislative Council may have criticised
the Governur's Irrigation  Policy, the fact stauds
uncontroverted that Trvigation Works are highly
heneficial to the peaple, The practical unanimity
of the councillors (saving of -couree M. Christie,
dissentient) in voting for tle suws agked by Ilis
Excellency, for the promotion of Irrigation Wirks
is indicative of their strong sense of the duty of the
Government to render all possible assigtance topoor
Ceylon agricultnzalists. The question then comes,
und with considerable foree, wly the Governmentis
partial to sow” of the proviuces. We hardly de-
sireanything like an imputation of malu fides in
His Excellency, or Lis conncillors, We ouly want
to point out that the claims of our peninsula for
help from the Government are at least as strong as
those of the more favored distriets in the colony.

Jaffna is & unique place. Noriver can he found
thronghout its length and breadth, to make its

astures green or the field fertile. No monnt or

ill protrudes itself to mar the levelness of its
suporficies. There is an ever increasii ide rff
population, erowding over its small aren. Sute it
ig, we Lave fields an:dd we do cultivate them. But
then what can the poor farmer do, when, after the
expenditure of all Lis energy, be it physical or
peetiniary, he still finds the clouds un-elenting
and pa-simonious ? The daily praye s and nightly
visions of the helpless favmerin this “land of fhe
shy-gazers,'" are all about rain. But alas ! how
often do his prayers prove ahortive and lis visions
turn into mirages? The inevitable consequence of
a drought is famine and that of untimely ain is o
poor harvest. What then is left to the poor
me, baftled by the deceitfnl elonds and sove-press-
ed with hunger, but to resortto the greedy Chetty
of Nattircottai and with the money raised by pawn-
ing his goads orly mortgaging his tiny allotment
of lund, o puraliase his food at an exorbitant privey

Tle has also a sacred duty Lo perform, and that is
to reserye a portion of this money for the grain-tax!
As the days roll hy in succession the debt swells
intoa big amount and the Jand is sold in execution.

Even in “times of plenty,” it is a well-known
fact that the produce of our fields is lardly jwo-
protionate to the labour and physical exertion
spent on them, nof {o mention” the money ex-
pended.  Under these circumstances is it not the
duty of a paternal Government to help it subjects
as much ag it can ? Weaceord all praise to brave
Sir Arthur, for his vehement Trrigation Policy, as
exhibiled inlds favors bestowed elsewhere. = But
are we bayond our rights in asking him, whether
our important peninsnla, existing as it does in the
very province which hus yiclded so Targely in its
Pearl Fisheries, shonld bé ignored in all ifs elaims
on the Publiv Treasury ? Will not our Represent-
ative in Couneil pour out his eloquence, for the
henelit of his old countrymen ? It has heen sng-
gested that large reserviite e erected in the vari-
ong field-districts aud the rain-water which o offen
fallsin vain be collected there and utilized in times
of nead.  But, it is not sugeestions we are in need
of. If His Wxcellensy takes to heart to help us
poor Jaffnese, boroft as we are of Natures Lertiliz-
ing agencies and of civilization's oxpensive inven-
tiong ar if our benevolent Government Agent makes
it a point to persuade the authotities as to the de-
sirahility of their interference in our Lehalf, we
shiall rest assured that we have wou the day. Com,
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The Annual distribution of prizes to the girls of
the Nellore Boarding Sehool taok place on Driday
the 21st ultimo. All necessary preparations were
made to make the occasion” a very inferesting
and hapy one.  Miss Griffith took a very lively in-
terest in the matter and rendered very valuable
help to her parents in making the occasion as en-
joyable as possille.

A large number of Buropeans and nafives were
invited. Tle school raom wag erowded 1o tle doars
and all av¥lable space was filled with seats,
Among those present were Miss Twynam, Mr. and
Mrs. Worthington, Miss Haines. Rev, Mr. and Mrs.
Tigg, Rev. Mr. mﬁ."ﬂnwm Rev. Mr. and
Mg, Brith, Rey. W. W. Howland.: Mc. C. Mori-
nmim-;.xm - and M Mr.

oty D, Mr. 5, Haw!
&u'i Mz, Teo'n, M. | %e Misses Tous-
saints e il fiasive lndies and gentlemen
obdaler <.n e

Agents,

fr * 2y hanidy * Pastors, Cate-
c‘ﬁxuﬁmbuﬂﬁm Rev. Mr. Grifiith

?ﬁém" reungks tonching the pro-
Ly nd el n a number of
gitls forreciations in English, Suit-ble Liymus
and Iyries were vfiug at intervals ably led by Miss
Griffith on the harmonium. The Farmer’s song
and the Burlesque Band were admirably performed
and cansed great amusement.,

The prizes were kindly distributed by Mys, Wor-
thington. These cousisted of haoks, fancy boxes,
woney &c. Prizes were awarded for seripture
knowl English recitations, good conduet, eovk-
ing, singing &e.

The most pleaging scene was the last one and
that was the plucking and distribution of fruits
from the Christraas T'ree, which had been Kindly
gupplied by our respected Govt. Agent and Love
plenty of fancy and attractive articles suppliad by
ladies in Eogland. A good number of readable
s were also given by Rev. Mr. Griffith to (he
n Agents aud others. Every one present re-
ceived sometling frum the Christinus Tree.  Com.

LocAr AND GENERAE,

—A piece of timber 27 cubits long by 9 in cir-
cumference and valued at ten pounds floated ashore
on Waradive a few days ago. It was trausferred
to Kails.

—\We are sorey to learn that the cattle discase
which prevailed at Pungertive lately lias broken
out in Kuradive. All cattle which liaye Leen ex-
posed should be promptly isolated by the headmen.
They shonld e kept in close compounds not allow-
ed in the road and watered from tanks not used
hy others until it is enre that they are passed all
dangzr of giving the diseas his is the only
way suel a contagion can he stopped, and all
owners of cattle shonld insist upon its Leing dane.
Any trouble cunnected with it would be only slight
eotipared with the disasier of a wide spread cattle
plague. Tt should be lovked after sharply by the
headmen.

—A child was found deal on the shore of Vala-
lay lagt week.
sare being put upon the esplanade in
expectation of the proposed ghow and Governm's
At Batticotta and other places yandals are
also heing erected.

—Thu Pusrae Heavrm,  TE is reported that fe
ver prevails in {his District to a greatextent. This
ig an nuhealthy season. Duw is very heavy in the
mognings.  We have had no rain for more than a
week althongh the skyisalmost continnally cloudy,

o
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—Cnravaes 18 TuE MEDIDAL DepartaesT.  Mr.
d. P.Iarwarn, we hear, is ordered to proceed to
Vangaly in the Manaar District, and Mr. U, Tam-
per, to succeed him.  The former lias heen serving
the public for many years in malarious distriets,
They are both Jaltiia men and would prefer pro-
mutions in their native country.

—Tie Now GoveRNOR GENERAL oF INDIA. Lord
Landsdowne expressed in reply to the address of
the Calcntta Trades Association, that he had the
conenlation to know that the general condition of
India is perfectly sound, its commerce islexpanding,
its revenues tending to increase,and that as far as
the ultimate future is coneerned, there are no seri-
ous apprehensions, Madras Muil 24th Der,

—AN AvviaBLE Lisrany. Mr. Gladstone, the
Famous ex-prime minister of England, has in his
Library 15,000 volumnes. He is “intimately ac-
quainted™ with every one of the 15,000 volumes.
395 hooks, are in foreign languazes of these § are
in Malian, 7 in iench, & in German, 2 in Greek,
2 in Russian, 2 in Duleh,2 in Welsh, 1 in Danish,
aul one in Spanish. The subjects are as diversi-
fied as the langnages, half the number of hooks he-
1ng 01 theolozical queglions, Madres Meil 24tk Dec.

—Porice Court.  Mr. Sanders having left the
District, our District Julge, Mr. th 1. Worthing-
ton, is doing duties as Police Magistrate at Jaffna,
in addition {0 those of 1. J. and will eontinue
to do so until the il Pelruary and from that date,
Mr. €. W. Cathiravalupillai, Magistiate of Kaits,
is Gazetted to act as magistrate of Jaffoa, until
22nd March. -

—The passengers to India, embarked on board
he B. 1. Sreamer, on the 12th Deconiler, experienc-
ed a cyclonic stoim.  Most of the Jaffua pagsen-
geis enzaged their passage to Nogapatam, who
had to go to Chethamparam to attend a festival,
But the storm was so violent, and the sea so rough,
landing passengers at Negupatam was foufld im-
possible and the ship Liad to sieam off a great way
towards the north east in the Bay auf Bengal,
and then veturned to Malias, and landed the pas-
sengers there, after some 5 yvs. Among  those
that got sick duting the yoyage, one tobaceo trader
of Vannarponne named Mootatamby is reported to
have died at Chithamparam. Com

—A notorious ¢haraetfr ‘at Fholpuram,. neam
Batticotta has recotly beengent to the gaol being
corvict2d aseond tinz. Fihaa baea o greal tezrnr
ta the people for hi?‘cmfly pilferinﬁ‘(}uncealln siim_
selfin the eveningand waiting till all were nf phe
would steal and makewoff wishrwpiece of jewelry warn
by some sleeper before the ‘u}arm cald be rdiscd,
The fact that he garries a knife or elub inerpased
“ danger from hini. “Hie suw_ greatly fearel

what when e has served lis ter gaol e will
again begin his nefarious exploits u=d be o nuisance
and terror to the people. Ca ¢

[Here is a case for the polie: wi v ities
to excreiss their power for thesafety of the
people. Ed. M. S ]

—We are yery sorry to learn of the death of
Mr. B. N. Charles, the eldest son of Mr. Charles
Sinnatamby of Alavetty. Ile was graduated from
Jaffua College in 1887 and had lately passed the
Clerical Examination. We are happy to think
that fhough death came so ruddenly he was pre-
pared for the great change.

—Mr. Advocate Nagaiingam has gone to India
witlt the view of being jresent at the mesting of the
4l National Congress Leld at Allaliabiad.

—Mr. I. Tillainather, the eldest gon of the Man-
iagar of Valiramna west, wag promoted as the in-
terpreter of the Provincial Roail Coramittee rend
ered vacant hy the death of Mr. Chockanader, And
the eldest son of the late Mr.Clockanader was ap-
pointel to snceeed  Mr. Tillainather. *

—is Excellency the Goyernor leaves Culombo
for Ratnapura to day with the object of proclaim-
ing the new Province of Subaragamia tomorrow.

—I'riends and relations of Mr. J. B. Sathupathi,
Barrister atlavare prepared to give a grard recep-
tion to him and his new wife, Teturning from Pui-
lam.  Six r. wn. fo day will bean enjoyable ocen-
siun at the residence of his father Mr. S, Souvsaipil- -

lai, Cum,
IA\'I‘ERESTING Brrs. ~
—Thare are 3064 languages in the world, and

its inhbitanls profess more than 1000 religians.

—The eoldest town in the world is said ta ba
Werchojansk in Tiberia where the lamnperatore
someiinmes falls to 89° halow ze-o.

—There on the earth 1000,000,000 inhabit-
anisy it i imated that of these 33,033,033 dis

182 L overy day, 3730 every hour and

8 Iy minite or one every second.

—Pandits Ramabai, the high caste Hindu woman
has remrned to her own connlry with Rs, 150,000
collec'elin America to estal school in India
for widow

of Strong & Asbury, Blnv|i[l[‘uy."
. N. Strong and A, C. Mission,

Puinted at the Pr
Publighad by M
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