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Koslande M. B. Ry, C. Sadaian Avl, L75
Mansar Mr. V. Bianatamby 42
At # A, Sinnatamby 62
$ “ 5, Ponousamy .62
y 1888,
Eatticaloa  Rev. E. S.sgéiamu 1.76
1854,
Koslande  Messrs, C. Sadaian AvlV,Tham-
huo 3.50
Maldemulls  Messrs.C.Canthyah and V.Muru-
Easu 3.
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Fiocal and Gencral

_Tse P. M. or Poryr Peoro.  We understand
that the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Ship-
ton was offered to Mr, \Advaeate Joseph Greni-
er,a biother of the Attorasy-General who, we
understand, has accepted the post,

—His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 1§ now seek-
ing health at the Ceylon sanitarium, fearing
to brave the unbesrable heat of the plain” He visits
the capital ionally whenever his 1 ser-
vices ure needed. His only son Mr. G. A, Gordon
after a short stay in Ceylon leftfor England, last
week, to pursue his studies in the Cambridge Uni-
versity. i

House Rext. The numbit of Europeans and
natives rushing to Newerd Ellia, to breathe &
little of the cocl atmosphere, igso large atpresent,
that the rent of houses there 18 alarmingly great.
Bungaloes are levat Rs. 150 per week. M C. H,
De Soysa has engaged a house for his own use for
three monthe at Rs. 300 per mensem.

——Hapurarg Ramwway. The earth work for the
extension of this line hasheemgiveniouton contract.
The work is rapidly progressing with bands of
caolies and contractors working at it at different

| etations, But after a few days’ progress of the

work there was o terrible accident on the 22nd
ultimo when seyen eoolies were killed and several
injured, by the falling of a bank.

—Anrnack axp Toopy ResTs of the Northern
Provinee from next July 1st to June 30th, ‘90 will
e put up for sale as follows:—On Wednesday the

| 17th inst. at 4 P, the farm of the Jaffna District
! atthe Jaffna Katcheheri; and of the Manaar District

| at the Jaffna and Mullativoe Katclicheries; and on |

at the Jaffna and Manaar Katchcheries. On Thursday
the 25th inst. the farm of the Mullativoe Distriet,

Tuesday the 30th inst. the fgrm of the Vavania
V. Culam district, at the Jaffua and Vavania V.
Qulam Katcheheries,

—Murtativor, The place here is unusually
sickly thisyear. The number of patients, who at-
tended the out door dispensary forthese 24 months,
far exceeded the number treated in any other times
of the yoar.

| It is only mow that the people are feeling the dis-
| advantages and loss of a separate _and permanent

Asst. Government Agent here. A Petition is being
signed by the natives to be presented to His HEx-
cellency the Governor, requesting a change to the
former arrangement, The Parish priest is absent

| at Vavaniya, and it is rumoured that the Bishop

has ordered him to stay there, till the Easter festi-
vities, as a priest's presence is likely to bring more
dissensions and disputes between the different par-
ties here during the festivities. Com,

—The Salyation Aty is doinga good work in
Jaffua Town, counting oot less than 50 converts
and many sympathisers since its arrival. The
captain of the Army left for Colombo with his
wife a few days ago and a oew bateh of eoldiers
among whom is ag American lady landed last
Sunday by the 8. 8. “Tady Gordon” and held a
monster meeting in their barracks. Theyintend fo
open a new station ot Vannarponne close to the
Vigtoria Reading Hall" Mr, C. B. Kumara Kula-
singhe son of Mr, Bar of Tillipallai, and Tamil
Mudaliar, Colonial Secretary’s Office, was commis-

sioned by the Majorin Colombo as Serjeant of the
Tamil Corps. Com.
— WreArHeR. It is unbearably hot. The pro-

verbial “March Bun" is very powerful. Not a
gingle moment conld bg said to be refreshing or
cnoling, except for the gentle breeze fanning from
all directions which indicates the approach of the
south west monsoon. A gingle shower will be very
much welcomeand we believe it ig pretty near.

—PongERTIVOE. The remoter the distance from
the headquarters of the Government, in an inverse
ratio perhiaps the interest and care of the Govern-
ment wanes towards the distant subjects. To speak
first of our roads, they arein a very miserable state
as if they were never for many years corrected
with pickaxe and blinder, with grass all over ex-
cept the track of wheels, and sharp stones scat-
tered at random. Again our headmen, grumble

of their poor income, barely enou gh to
maintain their position. It is certainly un-
reasonable to expect much from them for

The Asst. Government Azent has |
come here on his visits, and will stay forthe month,

the benefit of the several Islands, when they wie
not paid by the Government.  Why shoild
theGovernment, then, in such casgsas these where
The %ntferest of ht @ hiulmen is I’lp.llih for want of
oeal support, cheer thepyup by monthly payments or
otherwise, to know and to dg their dzty'fbr the
benefit of the large majority of the ignorant inhali-
tants. Sanitary rules are not at pll regarded.  Man
and beasts suffer e%l:lly. The fetslity of cattle
last year was horrible, ~The grass in the jungle ix
wasting for want of cattle to grage. The want
of a sort of jetty on both the shores of Valane
and Pongertivoe is very badly felt. No one bur
we, 5ir, can see¢ the great inconvenience and
danger of wading more than half a mile into the
sea from both the shores, to get to the hoat, i
times of low water, among stones &c which are
sharper than the soldiers’ sword. Com.,

| —We deeply regret to report the death of Dr.
hipton in the Civil Hospital at Colgmbe on  the
3 ultimo.  He was appointed as the Magistrate
of the Pt, Pedro and Chavagacherri courts in 1885
and remained to act as sach till his death, He
sutfered from numerons boile and carbuneles
Duving the last few days he was constantly deliri-
eus aud had but few conscious intervals.

—MrR.0.D: Aspury of Wilson College, Bombay,
' is now at his home in Jaffna on sick leava. His se-
| cond son Levi who passed the Clerical examination
Jast year has left for Kaluturai to “take up anap-
pointment as clerk in the Katchehery there. His
| pay will be Rs. 600 per annum,
\ —Prarn FisEnry, On Saturday the 30tk
| ultimo, all operations were cloeed. The total edl-
| lection from the marine store this year amounts to
| about Rs. 497,775 4 good way above the Govern
ment estimate of Rs, 300,000,
[ . —Carr Lioensk,  About 1,500 carts have lieen
‘ licensed at the Jaffna Katcheheri during fhe
\

past three months. It was Mr. Meigs, the Ameri-
can Missionary who in 1819 or about that time
| first taught the Batticotta carpenters and black-
smiths the art of constructing carts of the present
fashion, Caomi.
—JAFFNA Ausiniary Brarr Sociery. The officers
and delegates of this association met in the Chundi
cully Churchatdg p.a1. on Tuesday the 2ndinst. The
exerciges commenced with Mr. W. W. Howland in
the chair and 33 delegates, almost the entire num
ber fromthe three Missions. As is always patent
at Christian gatherings the oecassion was very joy-
ousand interesting. Thereport of the Trensurer seor
ed out a balance of Rs. 530.74. Three papersall of
which were very instructive were severally read by
Revds. W. W.Howland, E.M. Griffith, and A.E. Rest
arick on the subjects *“The Ward af God" (1.) en-
lightens(2.) sanctifies,(3.) ahidee. These papers will
be published in time by the gociety for the uze
of the speakers at the moonlight Union Bihle meet
ings to be held at thirty three different places ix
Jaffna. At theclose of the meeting the snbject of
erecting a “Bible House" in commemoration of
the Jubilee of the Bible Society was proposed and
recommended at a cost of Rs. 5000. A sub.com
mittee was appointed tocongider the sulject au
the interesting exercises of the evening came to q
cloge at about 74 p. a1,
—Rest Hovses. The Punnaly Causeway
which has heen the subject of people's petitior
ever since the cyclone of 1884, bids fair to e
completed this year, The completion of the
causeway ®uggests the idea of building a vest
ither at the Karadive side, or at Punnaly
is more than 9 miles from )
) houses at either end of the bridg
If a traveller wants to take shelter from réin, there
is no acecommodation for him there. There i also
need for another rest house at Vally Bridre on the
Pt. Pedro Road, the bridge being at’ the distance of
12 miles from Jaffna, We are told that sometim ¢
ago, certain officers from Jaffna, while travelling
on the road were overtaken by gale, and suffered
much, The road committee hag to consider this
subjeetand provide for the requirement of the people

—MATHEMATICAL Prize. On the 5th August
‘89 and following days will be held an examination
for the prize of Re. 100—at the central town near
the residence of the applying candidate who is re
quired to send in his application to the office of the
Diractor of P. I. on or before the 16t of July &4

Com |
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THE JAFFNA RAILWAY. :

‘We have been somewhat surprised at the
View taken in some quarters of the letter
. Twynam on the Jaffna Railway,

It is natur;lqu right enongh for any who
doesnot think his views corract: tnju{ soand

' fov ol

» . g
hiout & dogen shareholders pot in their appear-
;neafn‘ the Hall, and with Mr. T. M. Tamjoo_in
the chair the meeting commenced with the reading
of the minutes of the previous meeting and the
anmual report of the company, by the secretary.
The appointment of officers for the new year and
matters of less importsnve were eoolly
to. The most substuntial part of the

tri to prove it, But certain state t8
which have been made in print have gone
much beyond this. They have spoken
disparagingly of the letter, and seemed to
imply that Mr. Twynam does not, for some
unaccountable reason, want Jaffna to have
4 Railway. This is absurd on the face of
it. If there isany man in Ceylon - who
would be benefited and accommodated in
his work by a Railway, isis certainly the
Government Agent, It would be of iness
timable value to him; moreover, no one
can suppose that he can for a moment wish
to block the progress of the province with
which he has been so long connected, He

Says :—
“I have seen the noticesin the papers of the
Lartigue Railway, and I have been to )Y & gen-

tleman who holde & prominent position in the
Jaffna ‘Railway Committes, thathe has been in-
formed that a Lartigue Railway can be laid for
£ 1000 & mile, I am myself very sceptical of this
but if it can and if it is a suitable form of Railway
it aqgenrs to me that the railway to the north
should be undertaken without delay.”

All personal considerations would lead
him to fayour a Railway. If, then, he
has written what seems opposed to the
immediate building of the Railway, it is
because he is able to subordinate personal
to State interests. This s not too common
an excellence and we have no hesitatation
in admiringit when it is shown. Westrong-
ly suspect that the chiefjdefect of the letter
inthe minds of itg critics is, in fact, its excel-
lenes, that is, a calm, and dispassionate view
of thesubject,anability to see two sides ofthe
question, and a consideration of the matter
from a broader than Jaffna point of view.

Mr, Twynam says ‘the first step that should be
taken by Government in regard to railway exten-
sion is the construction of a line yhich would place
the fine harbour of Trincomalie in as direct com-
munication s possible with Colombo in the west
and Kandy in the,centre; and even if this line he
not first constructed, that all railway extension
in the northern low country should be carried out
on & plan haying such a line for its huse,”

This i8,a8 every one must gee,true, and for
Imperial as well as Colonial purposes, In
case of a war with a power that could put
a fleet in Eastern waters, it might easily
happen that Railway conmection between
the splendid harbor of Trincomalie and the
capital of the colony might be not only the
saving of the colony but of inestimable
value to all British possessions in the Hast.
In the uncertain state of European politics
real gtatesmanship will seck to provide
for such possible contingencies, It will not
do for us, even in our desire for a Railway,
to condemn a State paper because it does
not regard Jaffna ag larger than the Britigh
Empire.

Auny facts presented in the letter are of
course as they seem to the writer. Itis
not our place to discuss them here,
only remind our readers that they come

W,
the following results,

We |

from the source best calculated to judge of |

the feasibility of the plans presented,
Many of them are certainly undeniable,
It is right of the Railway committee to
plead their cause. That is the reason for
which the committee exist, Mr, Twynam
was not asked to be a special pleader, but,
to state what he believed to be facts, and we
think he has done it in a very able, straight-
forward and manly way.

JAFFNA TRADING COMPANY,

The annual meeting of the shareliolders of the

business, which execited the members present to
enter heart and soul into a warm discossion, was
the financial position of the company, which of
course is & matter of the gravest importance, a8 it
concerns the stability of the instirution and the
wolfare of the shareholders, in justica to their
hard earned contribution. The bone of conten-
tion as it appeared to us, 'ﬂv‘ms the systamatic or
e ENirat ot

made in the Balance Shest of the year ending ‘88,

The disputants were divided in opinivn=a few con-

sending that there should be no secretion of

accounis and that the real condition of the com-

pany should be ;lndn known, The chair, after
L lezialath 4

) g ity on the

subject, Ordy 4 of '61, expressed Lis opinion 10
sv::_]ry ody's satisfaction.At about 8% v. m this
bl ing of thecompany came to a close,

The financial position for '88 as transpired
in the it en ized  produ
and the strength or weak-
ness of the company is left to the judgment
cof the intelligent readers, The real strength at
present is Rs, 11609- 76, distributed in the propar-
tion of Ra.7141-24 for value of merchandise in store,
furniture Rs. 98.19, cash in hand Rs, 823-00, R,
69.12in the vaults of 0.B,C. together with the large
sum of Rs,3478-21 to be regavered by the company
from without for goods sold on credit, Again the
amount payable by the company is Rs. $780-48;
Rs. 2200-00 for goods bought and mow unpaid
and Rs, 1580-48 the unpaid aggregate of profit
allotted to the shareholders, for the past threeyears.,
1t 18 surprising to find that the outstanding amount
is a terrible sum of Rs. 3478-21, when the com-
pany at the ontSet commenced work with themotto
affixed on the wall of tha oftice room “one price,
terms cash.”

The profit in trade for the year 88 a5 indicated
on the face of the Balance sheet is Rs, 2117-63 and
all the expenses being fully and freely paid on the
scale of 51 perceut 1o the manager and sales-
man  out of the wholeprofit after deducting
the necessary expenses such as rent, station-
ery, stamps, light, travelling charges &o, a halance
of Rs. 684 was left unclaimed, for the benefit of
the shareholders, which gives a Y percent profit of
their shares, In short 71 percent of the whole profit

is carried off by expenses incurred on behalf of the |

company for the year. The ninth year has slready
set in, and our earnest desire is that this our patri-
otic institution for which the wealthy men
have willingly contributed, should work well with
activity, system and with a spirit of competi-
tion 80 that the now reproaching and monopolizing
chetties and moors might be superceded by home
industryand talent, Com,

PERIURY 1§ JAFFNA.

To the Editor, * Morning Star."
BIx,

It was with great interest that I, as one of the
public, hailed your worthy article un “Crime in the
Northorn Circuit” which appears in one of your
late issues. You say that ‘“‘notwithstanding the
restriction put hy the stamp duty false charges ara
as frequent as ever.” If the Government think that
stamp duty alone would check the making of false
charges, they are mistaken; for the temptation to
institute euch a case has consisted not only in the
cheapness of conducting it, but also to a great ex-

| tent, in the wonderful facility in finding false wit-

Jaffna Trading Company ecame off on the 27th |

ultimo in the Vietoria Reading Ha”,\’annm'ponnai,
The attendance was very poor:  Who is to blame
for such disinterested way of acting of the
shareholders is problematical. The wrong should
either be, in the lack of attraction on the part
of the company, in its slow progress, or in
the lack of good habit in the shareholders,
However, a little later than the announced time

nesses te prave it,  No doubt such practices hava
been disgracing our country for many a century.
Whether they should still, notwithstanding so much
change for the better in Jaffna, is a question.

The number of professional false witnesses
in Jaffna is enornious and it has evidently
increased of late. The amiable and uniformly
friendly manner in which they are treated by some
of the village headmen and the great attention
with which they listen to those warthies at street
quarrels or robberies have grown to such a custom
that no villager is surpriged at the behavior of the
waiting-for-opportunity headman, The headman,
of course, is not unacquainted with the character of

| the individual whom he now hears and subsequent

ly causes to be first put in the witness-box as a

gentleman on whose evidence the Gourt can rely, |

‘Lhis being the case, sir, how could
“to trace out the offenders
punishment™ T know

you expect him
and bring them to
of instances of persons,
who have had to this day no other occupation than
going to that plaintiff and this defendant, to that
Court and this Court to do what ? Toprepare and
giveevidence. True, they haveseveraltimes been dis-
believed and censured by the Judge, but they were
never once punished for their crimes,

41H 1889. No.7.

" If there will ever iea golden age in Jaffna, it
will not come until the land is cleared of mezar
pars of po:j’nzy by the certainity ghown in ke
punishment of its perpetrstore and such village
headmen as are disposed to aid and abetlikecrimee,
instead of, in the interes.s of theirduty, endeavuur-
ing honestly to ehieck their rogress.
’ ) Iam Yours ,trulyh,'
4 L 0 .
STRENGTH OF PALMYRAH TIMBER.
We learn from the Observer that very full ex-
eriments, to test therelafivestrength of the varied
escriptions of timber either grown in or importud
fata this island from abroad, wers made by Mr.
Byrne of Public Works Department. 'he mode of
these experiments was as follows:—

From  the soundest wood obtainalile, pieces two
feet long and of a square inch in section were cut,
These were supported in guch away that each piece
tried hiad & bearing of one inch at either end. A
special hook of iren exactly fitting on the section,
and 80 made that the trial Weight applied hung ex-
actly below its centre, was placed on the woud, and
from this was suspended gradually increasing
weight until the hreaking point was reached, The
result was to establish the fact that palu:y;h wa;
P ed ofa pre-eminence in strength beyon
that of any other of the several woods ‘experiment-
od with, A

- This and the many other useful purposes which
it serves during its life, might well direct the atten-
tion of all to its extensive cultivation. The waste
and empty lands of Jaffna that are cansidered in-
emical fo the growth of any ather cultivation may
‘e profitably employed to propagate the growth of
this palm, .

ToNGUE TRIPPERS,

Here are some sentences which will trip even

the most agile tougue. Try the following short
, which the anuth intain will do wori-

ders in baffling the ordinary pawer of spesch.

Gaze on the gay gray brigade. &

The sea ceaseth, and suffieeth ns.

Sny,) shm?xld such a shapely sash shabby stitches

show

Strange strategic statistics.

Give Grimes Jim's gilt gig-whip.

Sarah in a shawl shoveled soft snaw softly.

She sells sea shells.

A cup of coffee in acopper coffee-pot.

Smith's spirit flash split Philip'a.

Sixth sister's fifth aquirrel's skull.

fiocal and General

—The peculiar ability and businesstact of Mr.
C.W.Cathiravaloepillai, we are pleased to say, have
been justly recognized by the Governmentso'that in
the Gazette of the 8th ultinio we find his appoint-
ment to act as the District Judge of Jaffna, in ad-
dition to his own duties, during the absence of Mr.
Worthington from the station. But consider-
ing the duties now resting upon him as the
judge of all the courts in Jaffna, except Pt. Pedro
we should rather presume this fourfold increaseof
work to be a heavy impositionupon him. The Gov-
ernment has justly recognized his ability and we
ore sure that in due time it will remunerate
one aceording to his wmerits, Never to our know-
ledge has any judicial officer been entrusted
with duties 80 extensive as has been done at pre-
sent. Under these circomstarces Mr. €. cannot
but strain his nerves to give satisfaction to the
suitors and public in gen®al which e believe e
has hitherto done.

—The Governorship of Ceylon. We lsarn from
the Ceylon Independent that the Marquis of Lorne
may succeed Sir Arthur Gordon, as: Governor of
Ceylon.

FOREIGN NEWS.

—John Bright the veteran English statesman is
dead. e was for longyears aleader of the Liberal
party, snd a manlittle liable to be led away by pop
ular clamour. During the American rebellion: he
was one of the few English gtatesman who sympa-
thised with the Union. Afterworking for long years
with Gladstone, he with much sorrow eeparated
from him when thelatter was drawn away into the
camp of Parnellism.

The latest telegrams report a tornado in Simoa
which has wrecked several German and American
men-of-war that were stationed there,

Turkey has forbidden the teaching of Armenjan
History in the Armenian schools. That is the
way despotic countries govern. Fancy England
forbidding to teach Ceylon histary.
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