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RECEIFTS FUR THE MOENING STAR,
1888,

Lunugalla Mr. N. bupramanium 2
18859,

e *“ N. Supramanium L75
Batticaloa Rey. E. 8. Adams 175
Jallna Katcherry J. Rudd Ksq. 1.50

A% L J. B, Fraser Esq, 1.5)

Ficcal and @ieneral,

—We learn that some have inferred from Tecent
articles in the Stur that we do not want a Railway.
That is & mistake. We do want a Railway and

we ssid 80 in our first article on the subject. We :

want a Railway very much. But because we
waat it, we do not intend to assert that it must be
kailt and Lhat all ohjections which may be made
aro of necessity invalid. Itis the business of the
fommitter, not of the papers, to prove that the
Railway should be built.  We are very glad tosee
that they are trying to do o, and we hope they
will suceeed.

—HerNtoTony. Inthe middle part of March
last, a young man was severely sulfering from symp-
toms of inguinal strangulated hernia which could
nof well be reduced.  We are pleased to Bay it was
apetated upon underchloroforny, in the Gayernment
Civil Hosputal at Pt. Pedroand the case proved
a complete cure in & few days.  Great credit s
due ta the Surgeon there in as major an operation ag
the above.

1% is & pity to observe that when
pes to get tumows in the common seats of in-
guinal hernia ignowant peole in this countrv,
without consulting proper medical authoritiex ragh.
ly bore the exiernal ear to the great pain and de-
triment of the paiient.

In this period of modern Christiag civilization
they would do well in cuses of inguinal hernia 1o
week Buropean Medical aid, praviding themselves
early with o trues to apply locally. Com,

—Easter Houivavs. *Bank and Government
holidays are from
inclusive.

children hap-

|
—Tiik DIVINE Max JE8us CHRIST." We acknow-

ledge with thanks the receipt of this small Tamil
pumphlet of 18 pages. It was urj inally written
in Buglish by the Rev. 8. W. Howland, Secretary
Jo RTS8, and carefully rendered into lucid,
smooth and idiomatic vernacular by the editor of
“Paliar Nason." The author copfines himself
to the subject and ably and tully proves that Jesus
Christ is the true divine man. It js worthy of the
perusal of all the educated people.

—In the last higher examinations held at Madras
two of the sons of Mr. J. M. Valupillai have come
out successful. Mr. V. Davasigamanipillai in the
A. C. E. and Mr. V. Masillamanipyillai in the B.L.
examinations.

—FesTivats. A fow noted Sivite temples have,
within the past fow weeks, celebrated their fesei.
vities. The suppored sacred inmate of the shring
riding in & grotesque car round the temple com-
pletes the ceremony. The preliminary fites im-
wediately proceeding the car day, varying from
ten fo twenty successive night perfortances are
eonducted in the grandest eastern style, at the ex
pense of sore wealthy native or a compury of a
clags of people who with a spirit of curnpetition,
take turns in the celebration. Factg connected with
theee festivals are deemed too nutarious to requir-
ed proof. Ttisindeed a matter of regret and
shame to see our conscientions and Teasoning
gentlemen sfill regarding the worship of God 4
matter of nuisy confusion. Is it here piety, godli-
ness and peace rest? How strongly do these re-
flect upon the morality of many teinple-going sen-
erations. How incompatible i the introduction
of a nautch girl to the presence of u god with the
attribute of supreme holiness? We are all consei-
ous of the necessity of sesking reconciliation with
our Father whom we have al grieved. And
there can be no other way to obtain guch Teconcil-
iation except the vne which He and His mereiful
providence has revealed to us, Com,

—WatersorRy WArcHEe. The price of these
watches has been reduced by Rs. 2 go that a single
watch ean be now bought at Rs, 7.

—Tue 8. 8. “Sixn”  was wrecked some
months ago off the coast of Galle,
iue vessel coneisting mostly of

ten
The cargo in
cloth was valued

-~ and sald at anetion, which are
? | 1e-ale inshops or hawked alout along the road for

the 18th till the 23rd bath days

|'at £ 3,000,000, The salvage of goods s still go-

| ing onand bales of cloth are daily brought ashore

again expcsed for
fale in retail. Purchasers therefore, need be
cautious lest they take damaged for good clath.

—Oun GoverSMENT AGENT, his staff of officers
and Dr, Keyt reached Jaffna on the 10th inef.
all weary by the voyage and ansious labor at the

| Fishery.

—Dr. KyNsey returned to Ceplon on the 11th.
after a long absence on leave and resumed the
charge of his office as I, €. M. Q.

| —ANTI-CHRISTIAN Soctery, A few young men

were conspicuous at the last Maruthadi car day

with & banuer at their head hearing the ahove in-
seription.  These were intent upon the disiribution
of tracts.  Some of these tracts quote isolated por-
tions from the Bible of the rule of conduct given
by Moses to the Israelites and deliberately guestion
the neglect of the Furopeans in the obsérvance of
these rules. What elass of people is meant by the
term Buropean, I do not know, but I would re-
mind this society that rules peculiar to ose class
of people ate never applicable to all, and that re
pealed rules are never observed again unless they
are revived, It is alsu to be observed by the go-
ciety that expressions, howaver strong or mild
should never be ventilsed before the author
thoroughly understands Lis positions. The blind
man judged rightly that the tail of an elephant
wag & broom-stick. The Bible open to each and
all of us should be fully studied and commentaries
consulted before beginning to teach the public and
we should never endeavunr to criticise isolat-
ed portions, Com.

—AN ExAMPLE.  One of our old subscribers has
given us the occassion of reminding our subscribers
of the old, but still emphatic maxim “Pay each
man his dues.”” The amout he owed was inconsi-
derable and incurred a long time age, yet he had
honesty to remit it to us without our request. The
honest example of Mr. S.G. B, of Pallai we he-
lieve will teach a lesson to many of our delinquent
subscribers. Reputation is second to life,

—HINTS T0 PREVENT CHOLERA. “There is no
danger of chalera, save by infection, and there is
10 danger of infection in" the air. The infections
material is allogetler in the discharges of the
patient, and once these discharges are dried the
cholera germs die. The chief precautions to be
taken are 0ot to eat or drink in a house where
cholera exists and if any one tending a patient
touches the patient’s budy the hand should be dis-
. irfected. ‘The best disinfectants to use are a

strong solution of carbolic acid or a solution of
corrosive sublimate. It oughtalways ta be rememn-
bered, too that fire ig the great thing and clothing
and so on should be burnt." We further ro.
fer our readers to the elaborately written arti-
cle an “cholera, its cause and cure’ published in

I the “Ceylon Almanac 1889,

! —CuoLkra. Pearl fishery at Dutch Bay was
suddenly closed as the dreadful disease broke out
among the divers and others. To hear related the
circumstances connected,with the death of the cap-
tain of “Serendib™ itis painful to learn that four or

| five of the party of officers and theip BEIvants re-

| tumning to Jaffia in a s iling vessel were attacked

" with cholera and died, and their corpses had to he

( dropped inta the sea, one after the other, Our

| GovernmentAgent alsn returned on board  the

! the same yessol. At Cheniaterry, Chundically,

i Town, Koekuvil, and Changarattai, it is said, the

‘ disease has braken out, and several cases have pro-

. ved fat Diming the last wet season, it was
greatly feared the epedemic might break out in
some terrible form.  But thanks to a mereiful Pro-
videnee for averting the evil then. But now the
Pearl Fishery has furnished the meuns of introdug-
ingit. We hope however that it will not spread,
While dry weather and south west monsoon are
checks on the epread of this epidemic the govern-
ment will take all possible measures to suppress it.
We hope the peaple will second its efforts.

—MAGISTRATE A PT, Proro asp CHAVARACE
caerr.  The omission in the Gazetle to advertize
the appointment of Mr, Grenier, as Magistrate of
the above districts, has given oceassion to doubt
the acceptance by that gentleman of the offer made
by Government. A salary of £ 300 a year, may not
be a sufficient inducement toa practising lawyer of
the Colombo Bar, to accept the office. Whether |

PROACH

the question of salary, or other reasons, we
withthe employers, the appointment has not, :
yet, been made known.

—JAFFNA MAGISTRATE, We are glad to learn
that Mr, G, W. Katheiavalupillai hag been appoini-
ed as acting Magistrate and Commissioner of the
Minor Courts, Jaffna, until further orders, in addi-
tion to hiw duties at Kaits and Chavagachicherry .

—ARRACK RenT, The Jaffna farm was pHT-
chaged bya Singhalese man, now residing at Jattea,
for Rs, 41,000 against Rs, 37,000 of last year. The
same man purchased the Manaar farm for lis, 15,000,

—THe Jareva KAchourR! axn 1ue O, A R
The Government, we understand, has again 1o
open accounts with the Bank, ag it existed Lofure
it failed in '84.

FOREIGY NEWws.

~—A severe. famine is in progress in China, Al
ready amounts equal to Rs. 60(K)) have been raised
in New York for relief, and in London, gver
600060.  °

—The centenniul celebration of the inauguraiion
of Washington as first President of the United
States will take place on April 30.

—The Shah of Persia is going to England un o
month's visit during the season, and 15 1o v
Russia and Gerany in his way.

Japan has taken anather long stride forward. (n
February 11 the Mikado promulgated from the throne
the new constitution for thar Empite. This Cun,
stitution establishes a House of Peers, the merm.
bers of which are to be parily hereditary, partly
elective and partly nominiate( by the Mikado. &4
House of Commons of 300 iz also estublished, The
right of suffrage is given to all men of the age f
twenty five years and over who pay taxes to the
amount of $25 yearly. Libierty of religion, free-
dom of speech and the right of public meetings u:n
established by this constitution,

—Active negotintions are going onfor the abuyli-
tion of slavery in Africa, and a conference of the
Powels to diseuss the mattar is Jrobale,

C. M. 8. Teacuers' Scrirrory Exasrsarion.

An examination on the Epistle to the Romans
was held by the Rev. E. M. Grifiith for all the
vernacular teachers, during  December lagt, and
Prizes were awarded te successful candidates, Mr.
R. A. Kunanayagam the [lead Master of the Kon-
daville Boys School won the first prize. He was
taken into the Mission service in 1870, anl hag
ever since been halding rhe first place in all sucl
Seripture Examinations held by the Revds. Messrs
Good, Wood, and Simmons., e is besides a sue-
cessful teacher and has won the confidence and
esteem of his superiors.  We wish him all suceesy
in his caveer under the Migsion, Cor,

CorroN Cu LTIVATION,

The Director of the Ruyal Botanie Gardens gives
the following in hix Report for the year [S88
Tam of opinion thut a very larza tract bf couniry
—namely, the whole of nur dry region (four-fifth,
uf the Tland)—is zenerally well adapted for th
growth of cottons this ig either not atall, or b
alightly, nnder the influence of the southwest T
saon.  The moist region exposed to that mons: T
and with a copions and irregular rainfall, T do nos
cunsider anywhere quite suitable for this cultiva-
tion, hut Mr, Mitehell informs me that he has re-
celved a beautiful sample of Sea Island cottor
from near Gampala, and that the grower, Mr.
Blackett, who has a lsge plantation, expects 1o gt
aver 200 1bs, elean cotton per acre, As regards (e
kinds to grow, the shart-stapled Indian cottons will
succeed throughont the regions indicated, and 1) e
more’ valuable Awmeriean sorts have often ghewy
pood results.  Growers of these more valuable
kinds must be prepared, however, for mugh |esy
from ingect ravages and from uncertain weathe
What ix wanted is a cotton which shall combine
the qualities of these with the hiardy nature g
eage of cultivation of the Indian kind; but hithere,,
attempts to cross the two species have not sueree it
e, As to prospects here,all depends on the natiyy
cultivators becoming fully assured that the prodyes
can find an immediate sale on their villages, and
this T understand will be the cage when onve
oew Company is in full working vrder,
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' THE THREE-FOURTHS CIROULAR,

The Observer has recenty devoted an edi-
torial column to thila Sub‘gct. Tltxe wrige:
speaks very stros on the matter, bu
pll)':abably‘ no mo;e\g st}lr'ongly than all mana-
gers of echool feel. The embarrassment of
managers under the uncertainity whether
they will get three fourths or
their grants for a year can be better imagi-
ned than described. To be sure the whole
was paid last year and theve is every reason
toexpect that it will not be this, but we huve
no assurance of it. Many managers have
large numbers of schools on their hands
In general the grants are the only
funds forthe schools, land if the whole
should not be paid it would involve
the reduction of perhaps fifty or sixty
teachers undereach managertothree-fourihs
of their salaries. Noris itless embarrass-
in% for small managers. Many of these are
obliged to advance money on their incom-

e whole of

ing grant, If then the grant is cut down

somebody is out of pocket,

But we have a complaint to make that
goes deeper. This circular proceeds on a
wrong theory of education. It seems to re-

“high time that a

N '}‘ . _m

It is to be regretted that crime is on
increase in Ceylon, The causes that tend
to this are not far to seek. Drm;ka;l:s:
i8 now spreading to a very great exten
in s.lmoslzrall parts of this Island, More

|
|

than haif the number of murders, quarrels

and dieputes may be traced to this, It is

given to it, A heavy fax on in-
toxicating liquors for some years and then
a prohibiton law wonld be the most effect-
ual means of eradicating this crying evil
from our Island.

At certain seasons the poor do not have
sufficient work to support themselves,

er check should be

Hence many of them resort to burglary, '

murder and a host of other crimes, It is
reagonable that relief works of general util-
ity should be started atsuch times, These
should be of & kind that weuld tend to the

romotion of agriculture, such aa deepen-
Png of tanks, formation of irrigating and
draining eanals &e. Chena cultivation
which had been the chief support of thou-

sands in the interior parts is now largely
. prevented under heavy penalties by Gov-

gard the mann%m- a8 the beneficiary of the
government, On the contrary, the govern-
ment is 4 beneficiary of the . Mis-

sion bodies and private individuals are un-
der no obligation to educate the public in

secular knowledge. The misgions see cer- |

tain advantages in controlling education.
"They are willing to take this work, which
properly belongs to the State, if the State
will furnish them “funds. Grant-in-aid
schools being much cheaper than govern-
ment schools, the State is willing to do it,
It has made a contract—so much education
for so many rupees. Then, through the
"Three-fourths Circular, it says to these con-
tractors:—*“Do your work and perhay s
we will pay you and perhaps not”.
Now it the Government is insolvent and
can only promise seventy five per cent on
itsdebts it oughttotry all creditors alike eat.
But we are not afraid that contractors on
the Railway or the public roads will be ok-
liged tocompound for threefouths their dues,
There the wrong is too obvious. But by
what principle is Government less bound
to contractorsin education than to contrac-
tors in public works?

CLEANLINESS.

Now is the time for the Board of Health to wake
up and be duing. The hreaking eut of contagious
disease here and there, reminds us of the NECESsiLy
of enforcing the sanitary laws. The Board of
Health has power to make bye laws as provided
hy an ordinance of 1862 and to have thew enfore-
ed by the Magistiates. It is incumbent on that
body of gentlemen, at such a time as this, to make
tuch bye laws as they may deem necessary fur
the better preservation of Lealth,
the places where disease has broken out, vare
should be taken to cleun, purify, ventilate and dig.
infect the dwelling houses,
be suppressed or abated. We need hardly descend
mto particulars, The experienced officers know
their duty well. There is & good meaning in the
saying “Uleanliness is next to godliness "

Cleanliness has a powerful influence on the
health and preservation of the body. Cleanliness

In and ahout |

er t. Means can very well be devised
to allow this privilege to people in wild
parts without prejudice to the Governmient
timber interest. The oppressive grain tax
ordinance should be revised and the great
hardship under which the farmers culti-
vate their staple article of food should be
ameliorated. 5

In these days prison life is not suffici-
ently rigorous. Prison labour and prison
diet make the criminal live much more
eagily and fare more sumptously than the
ordinary villager, The following incident
will not be out of place here. A prisoner
who had just been liberated from jail com-
plained to a native gentleman “that he
could not live outside the jail nearly as
well as when he was a prisoner,” He also
gaid “that he must do something very soon
to get back into prison, as it was maeh bet-
ter to be there than in thevillage.” Asa de-
terent of crime prison life should be made
more irksome and the lash as well as trans-
portation should beinstituted in Many cases.

The number of our policemen ghould be
greatly increased and they should be amply
remunerated, Our Government employs

| nbout 1500 policemen “more than half of

. receive the attention it deserves.

All nuisances should |

as well in our dwellings prevents the pernicious

effects of dampness, of bad emells and of conta-

gious vapours arising from substances abandoned to |

putrify; cleanliness keeys up a free peisperation,
renews the air, refreshes the blood and even ani.
mates and enlivens the mind, Hence we see that
persons attentive to the cleanliness of their persong
and their habitations are gene ally mere healchy
and less exposed to diseases thau those who live in
filth and nastiness; and it may, moreover, be re-
marked, that cleanliness bring with it throughout
every part of domestic discipline, habits of order
and arrangement which are among the first and
best methods and elements of happiness.”

Those who have been watching the digeage
since the year 1845 will bear witness to the fact
that the quarters mostly swept off by cholera

were unclean and filthy habitations and” hamlets, |
The Fishers' quarters and those of oilmongers |

were among the great sufferers. The reason is

obvious. The occupants of these places as g

rule pay little or no attention to cleanly habits,
“Even from the body's purity the mind

Receives a secret sympathetic aid,” Corm,

|

whom are employed to guard convicts and
to keep order in the streets.” How ean this
handful of men bring a large majority of
eriminalg to justice ?

In our schools moral education should
Those
fchools  which neglect this important
branch of education hardly deserve the
name and have no right to expect publie
patronage. The education of adults should
also be takenin hand by our schoolmanagers,
provision for which is now granted by the
Department of Public Instruction, N. S, A.

THE PROPOSED JAFFNA RAILwAY,

Many, who have eagerly watched the various
movements in support of the Railway scheme,
hoped that the commencement of the donsirnetion
of the Railway would be immediate, and cannot
but now feel ‘very disappointed on learning that
the Railway Comimittee huve reported untavorably,
Their report means to say that the keeping up of
the Railway would be adifiiculty. Butas difficul-
ties are often to le met with- assuming that the
report is perfectly correct—one cannot 56e any
reason why the scheme should not still be carried
out.  Never has the old saying “If there is a wi
there is a way" held better than in this matter. 1f
the authorities give up the idea of proceeding with
the scheme at present, they must do so under the

anticipation of a time in the future, mora Lavor-
able for the purpose, that is, 2 time in which the
country will not be necessitated to meet a defioit
of Re. 75,758 a year in keeping up the above

Railway. No one certainly can anticipate snch a
state of affuirs twenty yeurs hence or even later,
Sothe situation will be the same hereafter 8§ it
is now. The authorities might in the distant future
feel, perhaps, o greater necessity for a Railway to
Jaffna and in carrying out the scheme then, would
find the same results as at present surmised by the

* mate benefit derived by

Committee, They must then and in sugh case try
10 make up thnh:{ﬁd:'b;v some way or snothe
“I'u duthis, why eannut they naw and at ange ofen the
dour of energy, enterprise and wealth and wat
form Anlﬁymds nt%fotm Ceyloninto busy towne?

Let those if any, who think that Jatlua is not
woithy of having a railway recollect or cousider
for one moment what folks said wlen pieparations
were made'ﬁdr«hbﬁﬂlijlga branch of the Or.ental
Bank in Juffna. Many at that time thonght that
a Bank woud be a Lotal fzihui’e in Jafina, a 1;:;:
jungle of pa'myra groves, But one on geng i
L gge busini';n :‘v'vill convinged thet Jaffus is
wo.t e of the accommodations enjuyed by the
wo.d round her than is supposed. “lhe same
may be said with respect to the introduction of
thg Blectric Telegraph to Jaffna,

1f Lunderstand you rightly from your article

on *Jatfna Railway"” appearing in your issue of
21t March last, yon seem to doubt whether the
Jattneee care much for the Railway. Sir, let me
tell you that we have had awmple proof of this and
the Jaffnese would rather agiee to an increased
taxation than to be shut out from communieation
with the outer world; for neither the steawme:s
svhich run round nor theeoaches which run through
the Leland of Ceylon, have given any considerable
inducement in the way of twavel or commerce.
We need not be surprised at this, for Hindu
mothers have not yet Lecome comageous enough
to allow their sous i travel by sea and a jourgey
by coach is rightly considered dangerous or in-
convenient,

If increased taxation alonewould be undesirable
why, the railway fare vould be raised for some
years and thus the deficit could be met either by
increaged taxation or increased railway fure or
partly by buth, .

As & worthy historian says that “when a eivi-
lized nation subdued one less advanced, the ulti-
the conquered people far
outweighed any temporary loss at first suﬂ’g&ed," &)
we may safely say that though the Jaffnu ailway
would have to ex%erience loss at first, yet it may
be su trivial as to be incompurable with the ulti-
mate benefit which North Ceylun and consequently
the whole Island would derive from it.

We hape that the patriots of North Ceylon and
their worthy representative, not s whit discouraged
by the Report of the Railway Committee, will jer-
severe in what ;tl ey Lave once undertaken to dc.

THE CIRCUIT COURTS AND THE RESULT. =

The Government issued an order some
years ago, probably in ths year 1879,
it is said, that suitors have a right to make
the necessary reference to the records of
the Courts whenever it ig needed, and the
record keeper must allow the reference,
Allthe records of the Mallakam Court have
been removed to Jaffna and how the abuve
order could be carried into effect, no one
can say. Not unfrequently at the trial of
a case, the parties or their counsel have
occasion to refer to certain previous records
of the Court either to prove or disprove a
fact but the record is not there. I'his is =
great annoyance and disadvantage to the
people. . It should be borne in mind, that
the present arrangement is not becauge
there is no safe plase at . Mallakam court
house for keeping the records, B8, ever
gince the establishment of the court house
at the place, the records were safely kept
there. This matter should be re-consider-
ed by those whom it concerns to see about
it. The records should be kept at the very
court to which they belong.

Lu this connection we have fo call atten+
tion to a kindred subject, The Qours ag
Mallaltam has heen established with thy
exXpress purpose of meeting the publie cone
venience, The establishment has answersy
ed the purpose very well. But of late
the clerks of court have been removed to
Julfna, They go to Mallakam once ina
fortnight when the Magistrate holds cours

| and on other days in the month they at

Jatfna doing, however, the work of the
Mallakam Court, Whatled to this change,
we are not informed, If suitors be obliged
togo all the: way to Jaffna, to institute

| cases, cite witnesses and take all other steps,

save only being present at the trials, they
may as well have the trials also at Jatfna,
saving to the Government the expenses
of keeping a separate establishment. Com.
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