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JAFFNA COLLEGE,

Candidates for a new Class will be examined on
tae 25 aud 26th of June. Those desiring to juin
the Class should present their applications to the
Principal on or before June 200k

Candidates failing to present themselves on the
days appointed for examination will be required to
pay Rs. 1.50 befure they cau be examined.

B, P. HasTiNgs,
Fringipal.

BUSINESS NOTICE,
Qur subscribers at Tyincomalie will

please note that Mr. 8. Supramaniam has

been appointed our agent fur the place, and
that all dues ean be puid to kim,
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J. P. Cookr,
Manager,M. S,
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Tiocal and Eeneral.

—The last Gazette contains the appointment of
Mr. P. Arunasalam, the Acting Registrar-General,
ta be an Unofficial Palice Magistrate of the Districts
of Anuradhapura, Badulla, Balticaloa, Chilaw,
Calombo, Galle, Jaftna, Kalutars, Kandy, Kegalla,
Kurunagalla, Mannar, Matara, Mullativoe, Negom-
bo, Puttalam, Ratnapura Tangala, Trincomalle, and
Vavanea Vilanknlam,

—Coac Conreacr. Tenders for the convey-
ance of mail and passengers between the follow-
ing places, will be received at the Colonial Secret-
ary's office up to the Ist of July next. The under-
mentioned services will continue for five years from
the next year.

(1) Between Matale and Dambula by coach
drawn by two horses, between Dambula and Anu-
radhapura by bullock cart—Time allowed, seven-
teen hours. (b) Between Jaffna and Elephant
pass by coach drawn by two horses or ponies;
between Elephant Pass and Anuradhapura by eart
drawn by two bullocks. Time allowed eighteen
hours. (c¢) Between Dambula and Kanthalai by
cart drawn by twa ballocks; between Trincomalle
and Kanthalai by coach and two horses. Time
allowed fifteen hours, A separate tender may be
sent in for each service. One tender may be sub-
mitted for all three services or separate persons
tendering for the first and second may jointly ten-
der for the third also.

—The comparative statement of the actual re-
venue of Ceylon shows a net inercase of Hs.
1,967,119 for the year '88, over that of the previous
year, Rs. 25,408,812-was the total revenue col-
lected for the 88,

Mr, I0.8. W. Senathi Rajah, barrister at iaw has
heen appointed 1 the last Gazette, to act tempor-
arily as Commissioner of Requests and Police
Magistrate for the Distriet of Chilaw, and as Visit-
or of the Prigon at Chilaw. We heartily congratu-
late the new magisirate and wish him a prosperans
and pleasant career in his new sphere of life.

—The proposal to aholish the Post Office at
Mallagam and to open an officeat Puttoor, we hear,
has been sanctioned. The people of Valigamo
East are now to have the hoon for which they have
been long asking. Financial failure of the office
at Mallagam to maintain itself was the cause of
its abolition.

__Vizzact HEADMEN TO BY PAID IN THE FOTURE.
Such is the purport of the welcome news embodied
in a circular letter forwarded hy the Colonial
Secretary to the Police Magistrate. When engaged
in judicial duties, sueh as the arresting of prigon-

ers, ele., the headmen will be paid betweer 50c.
aud Zac, each day sccording 0 their respective
ranks Car. Cey. Obs,

e gze Local fi have
hitherto been the test fur the awarding of the
University scholarship in Ceylon, From next year
a change is said to be contemplated in regard to
the said scholarship. Instead ofGambnﬂ%g Locals
being (he test, the London University Examin-
ations are proposed, and the candidate Who gains
the highest marks at the London Intermediate will
} be the University scholar.

ECLIPSE.

An eclipse of thesun will take place next week
Friday in the afternoon, As there has been no €o-
lar eclipse visiblein Jaffna for 10 years this is quite
| worthy of note, although enly & small part of the
gun will be hidden, The center of the eclipse

asses across the southern portion of Africa, and

e Indian Ocean. But as it will be annular,it will
not attract as much interest on the part of astrono-
mers as the total eclipse invisible here, which takes
place Des. 22. The moon being a little farther

SRR

| from the earth than usual will not cover the whale

face of the sun, thus causing the sun to look like
o ring or annulus, Total eclipses enable astrono-
mers to sae the rosy clouds, promiuences, etc. on the
edge of the sun, as well as the corona which &till
bafles the scientists in determining its true nature,
but which we venture to predict willbe found to be
the same as comets tails, a kind of fluorescence.
This eclipse will attract attention in Jatfna because
of the claims of rival calendars. The Tract Socie-
| ty's Almanac gives the

Commencement 2h. 44m. FM.
Ending - - 4h 58m. *
Duration - 2 h. 14m.

Tt will begin on the southwestern side of the sun
and end on the sputheastern side, only covering at

the most about one-fifth of the sun's diameter. The |

go-called Tirukanitha Calendar states the com-
mencement two minutes later, the ending 21 minutes
earlior, and the duration only 1h. 51 m. a differ-
ence of 23 m. from the other.
by the most careless obgerver. The Kockuvil
Brahmin anuounces its beginning and ending 24m,
earlier, or beginning 2 h. 20 m.

| ending 4h. 34m.

man of Sandiluppay, Jaffna, and Shroff of the
Hatton C. M. Bank hag abstracted money from the
Bank to the amount of Rs. 17,000. On being
charged with the offence, it is kaid, Mr. M. repaid
Rs. 4,000 and promised to pay the balance, but
abseonded with his cashier shortly afterwards. He
is believed to be in Colombo and warrants are out
against both.

—CroLeRA, This dreaded disease seems to be
still lurking in our midst. Last week among a larga
number of others near the cathedral, it took the
daughter of the late Nicholas Puvirayasinghe Modr.
Tswo days sinceiwe were pained tohear of the death,
by this cause, of the wife of Mr. Hall of Kattuvan,
and five cases with two deaths are reported from
Araly. There is contagion in every quarter, The
only safety lies in rigorously banighing every kind
of filth, and gnarding against chill and colds when
the rains come.

We have sad news from Ganjam, north of Mad-
rag, over 4000 deaths from cholera within a month,
with 25,000 persons on relief works, and 7000 re-
ceiving gratuitous relief. The whole distriet is
drying up and actual famine is imminent,

—DeaTH BY CHLOROFORM, A young man of 29,
came to a Colombo Dentist one'day last week to have
two teeth extracied. A competent physician was call-
ed in to administer chlaroform-and during the opera-
tion before the teeth were extracted the patient died
very suddenly. The Doctor gave it ashis opinion af-
ter the postmortem examination,that death wasdue to
poisoning of the nerve centers, producing paralysis
of the respiratory organs, but could give no reagon
why it oceurred in this case. This and a case Te-
ported from Australia a few months since point out
the necessity for the greatest cantion in the use of
agents so beneficial and yet so deadly.

A CUrE ForR HOARSENESS.

Hot lemonade taken before retiring, is a well-
known remedy for a cold inits first stage. Every-
body, however, is not familiar with the lemon cure
for an acute attack of hoarseness. For this purpose

—It appears that Mr. R. L. Markander a young |

This can be noted |

first roasta lemon in the oven, turning it now and
then that all might be equally cooked. It shanld
not crack or burst but be soft throngh, While the
Iemon is still very Lot cut a piece from the top fill
with as much sngar as it wil{‘hold aul eat on ging
to bed, Progress,

—Owing to the duty the 8. 8, Lady Guedon'
has to perform in transporting two companies of
soldiers from Colombo to Trincomalle, and from
Trincomalle to Uolombo, ghe will not be able to
leave Colombo on her ordinary phusage northward
in due course onthe 19th inst, ‘but i announced
to depart on the 21st.

Priycr Arsert Vicror. If is reported that this
prince, the eldest son of the Prince of Wales, and
the next in line ta inkerit the crawn of Great Bri-
tain expecte soon to visit India. e is now 25
years of age, and holds & post as Lieat, of the 10th
Hussars. When he came some years ago accompa-
nied by his younger hrother he visited Ceylon also.
Whether onrisland will be included at this time
aldo, 18 not yet kuown,

—An Alexandrite weighing 61b and which could
be estimated at £19,200 husbeen found by:a Mourish
gem digger in Deviyagala in Udukawa of Weligam
Korle in Matara District.

—Faraer DamieN. News has been received of
the death of this devoted Roman Catholic priest
at the age of 48 at Molokai one of the
Sandwich Islauds. All lepers found in the
Islands are banished fo this place. There are
about a thensand there, well cared for by the Gov-
ernment, When Tather Damien anived there 15
years ago, the lepers were in a mizerable condition,
morally and epiritually as well as physically. ' He
knew when he went there that he wowld probably
die of the dreadful disease, but he went especially
to care for their spiritual wants, and for ten years
he was free, from if., Others Lhayve shared this de-
votion. In connection with his devoted life hig
death has aroosed much interest in him and his
work, The Prince of Wales has headed a sub-
scription for a memorial, and leprosy in India is to
be investigated.

WaaAr 18 ToE NEWS.

The past fortnight lias been one marked by mar-
riages and departuves. Our Jaffua friends employ-
ed in varivus capacities in India, have availed
themselves of their summer vacation to cheer their
paternal homes, and after a pleasant interval most
of them have relurned to resume their respective
occupations. Mr. Changarapillai, a rich hroker
of & large firm in Colombo, gave his hand in mar-
riage to one of the grand-danghters of Mr, Stowell
of Manippay, aud the marriage party will soon de-
part for Colombo. The other day Rev. B. H. Rice
solemnized, atthe Batticotta Church the mamiage
ties between the eldest daughter of Mr, A. Edwards
the Batticorta postmaster, and conductor Sinnatam-
by of Tinnevelly. ‘The ceremonies were condue-
ted in a thoroughly Christian and plain manner.

—1'he people of the Island of Koradivoe are now
trotting over the Puimalay Causewsy with grateful
music to our Iingineers, And they are beginning
to think upon the means of improving their agri-
cultural and ofher resources in order to trade with
the mainland, since their bullock carts can be dri-
ven along the causeway sometime after next month

—The members of “Vannarponne Reading Room’
are about to celebrate another of their anniversa-
ries, in their novel method of a social gatheriug,
when cake and tea will be freely distributed, and
innocent sports indulged in,

—Ma, M, Suntharampillai of Batticotts, who was
for soma time practicing surveying at Singapore,
having obtained an appointment a8 a surveyor i
the district of Matala, is about to proceed there.

—Serious riots have taken place 1n Mexico and
five priests have been arrested for preaching sedi-
tious germons. A great mob sarrounded the prisun
and attempted to obtain their release hy force
The troops fired upon the mob in self-defence and
over 200 were killed,

—Fare oF DRUNEARDS. A liquor shop keeper
in main street, Petta, by name Ramalingam, died
a miserable death not long since, from the effects
of excessive drink.

—Sraniey. This intrepid explorer and trayeler
has again been heard from ou the southern shore of
Victoria Nyanza. He had rvejoined Emin Pasha,
but had lost many of his followers from sickness
and scurcity of provisions.
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JAFPNA CoOLLEGE.

_ The gradnating exercises of this Institu-
tion took place on the evening of the 6Gth
ingt. a good company of friends being pre-
sent. At 5 P.M. there were contests for
prizes in the gymnasinm, At 6 the orations
were deliveredin Otley Hall, Thesix speak-
ers all did credit to themselves and their
instructors, The subjects were practical
and well hanled, and the enunciation and
delivery were excellent, At the close vari-
ous prizes were distributed, and the certi-
ficates given to those graduating with an
address hy the principal, Afterwards sev-
eral of the visitors made remarks ex-
pressive of their appreciation of what they

seen and heard. Thus closes the
seventeenth year of this Institution which
has won for itself a warm place in the
hearts of the Jaffnese, and gained a name
of its own, not confined to Jaffna, throngh
the excellent training of scores of graduates.

The whole number of students who have
been received to the College is 350. Of this
number 164 were Christians, one beinga
Roman Catholic, when they enteredand 186
non-Christians. Of the non-Christians 46
were received to the church while in the
College, and 59 were received from the
Christian students, making a total of 105 or
& of the whole number received to the
Institution, Thirteen died while connected
with the College,

Seventy-eight are enrolled as graduates
having completed the tull conrse of study
and passed the final :senior examination,
while 11 others completed the course but
failed in the final examination. Thus
nearly one-fourth completed the course of
study. Twenty four left during the last
vyear of the course,

Many left the institution during the first
and gecond year, finding themgelves unable
to pay the fees required or because of fail-
ing in the Preliminary examination,

SUPERSTITION.,

Superstition is the standing something
1:11 the imagination over an ordinary event,
i e. supposing a supernatural cause of cer-
tain events, without good evidence of such
a cause.
Iy estimated by different persons, and what
ig piety to one man is often superstition to
another. For example the belief in the

The value of evidence is various-

supernatural power in a crucifix, to keep

them from harm, is to most Protestants

superstition, becange they think there isno |

good evidence of the protective
So too the belief that God answers prayer
for the healing of the sick or the hestowal

power. !

of temporal blessings, is to some go-called |
scientists superstition, hecanse they see no
weight to the evidence, when weighed
| Powers will interfere and resist the at-

against the conuter evidence, Superstition
is a characteristic of a low state of civilza-
tion, yeb it may exist together with a good
degree of piety. But when superstition is

removed by increasing intelligence, piety |

algo is liable to be destroyed or at least di-
minished. In alow state of intelligence
the savage imagines thatevery thing at all
strange or unusual is done by some super-
natural power. Nay maore, 5o fond is he of
the marvelous and mysterions that very or-
dinary events are clothed with supernatur-

al significance, and the howling of dogs, |
the chirping of lizards, the flying of CTOWS, |

‘the appearance of the moon, and thongands
of other things torebode good or ill. Now
it i8 troe that some of these have a slight
bagig in fact. Dogs are sympathetic crea-
tures, and when deprived of their usual

company by the gickness of their masters |

or usnal companions, they are apt to vent
their feeling of distress in fregnent howl-
ings. ) that offen a death in the family
ig preceded by the howling of a dog, But
dogs howl for other reasons, and a few
coincidences donot prove a rule, Lizards
frequent places where flies and gnats are
found. The insects breed in impurity and
abound in places that are not healthy.

"Therefore the frequent chirping of lizards
may indicate probable sickness. So with
many other foolish notions a slight basis of
reality may be found, "This only accounts
in part for their general prevalence, but
does not at all justify the ideas as x_xsl_mlly
held. But superstition not only injures
faith when its eyes are opened, but when
it is blindly followed it tends to make ua
think less of God, by thinking more of
other imaginary supernatural beings. Thus

coming between us and God, it i _an inci- -

pient idolatry. Furthermore Christians

who give way toit dishonar Christ, who
claims to have all authority, and hag delé-

gated it to nolower being. How then shall
we draw the line and decide what is sup-

erstitions ? In the first place, we must free

our minds of the idea that any supernatur-
al power lies in any object or event for act
whalsoever. If we suppose the words of
a prayer to have any effect in themselves
then we fall into this sin. = A prayer is the
desire of one being expressed to another,
1f we desire it sufliciently and he sees it
wise he will giveit. It is superstition to
suppose that one event forebodes another
unless reason or experience has shown that
it does so, or God hasrevealed it tous, Abun-
dant flowering of mango trees forebodes
general pickness, not only from the abund-
ance of fruit of doubtful edibility, but be-
cause the mango flowers more freely when
there is a gcarcity of rain, But neither,
reason, experience, nor revelation teaches
us that a marriage performed on a lucky
day, selected by an idolatrous soothsayer,
is likely to turn out more favorably than
another. In fact the Bible speaks very
strongly against all such vain delusions.
And Christians who care for the honor of
Christ’s name, ought to avoid such daysand
when a day is being chosen for a marrisge,
the first thing looked to should be to see
that it is not & lucky day according to the
heathen idea.

Is 11 WAR ?

There i8 no doubt that Seripture as gen-
erally understood seems to prediet a great
conflict to take place in Europe in the near
future, But we cannot see that the
year, or even decade, is specified. How-
ever we see that there i8 in Kurope almost
constant expectation of an outhreak., All
the large nations support enormons milita-
ry establishments and are very jealous of
any insult, and some seem to be seeking
oceasion tor using their immense arma-
ments. Just now Servia seems again like-
ly to stir up trouble. Russia has proposed
to her a kind of treaty called a Military
Convention, while Germany warns her that
if ghe attempts independence the Allied

tempt. Of this the Observersays :

The out-burst of the Great Continental
War—so long expected—seems close at
hand, to judge by Reuter's telegrams of
yesterday and today: and it would seem as
if Russin (having possibly an understand-
ing with France) was bent on defying Ger-
many, Austria and Italy—not to speak of
Turkey and Bulgaria—in re-opening the
Eastern Question and making a dash for
Constantinople,

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL met on the 5th
ingt. All discussion of the subject of rail-
ways will be Tooked for with interest. It
certainly seems but just that, ag i propos-
ed by some, at least Rs. 400,000 be appro-
priated each year from Railway Receipts
for Railway Extension, seeing thatthe Rail-
way revenue is so profitable,

It Yankees were concerned, it would be
but afew months before a private company
was formed and the railway commenced,
and scarcely a year before it would be
completed. A grant of Government land
along the course of the railway would make
it profitable from the start. But even
without that, and with no profit for some
years, it would he put through, and no

pains spared to make it pay, If in an
agvicnltural disfrict, they sceura the open-
ing of cheese factories on the line, and all
the farmers send their milk by rail, orif
there is timber, saw mills spring up by
every siveam, together with all manner of
wmanutactories the out-turn of which is
carried by rail. There is nodoubt that the
present traffic to and from Jaffna would
not pay. But it would pay the Govt. well
ta open up the country between Jaffna and
Colombo. The now eongested population
of Jaffna would goon spread out over all
that district, and the income to Govi. in.
other ways, from the sale of lands and tim-
ber, from the revenue of increased eulti-
vation and increased facility in construet-
ing irrigation and other works, ete, ete.
would soon compensate the ontlay.

SILVER WEDDING.

In Burope, and especially in England
and America, it has long been the custom
to celebrate certain auniversaries of the
wedding day. The ground for this is in
theappreciation of the joys of domestic life,
such that its long continuance is considered
matter for congratulation, Many indivill-
ualg celebrate by themselves every anni-
versary, But_if friends entered into this
it would be a constant celebration. There-
fore friends take note of the anniversaries
of longer periods. When a married pair
have enjoyed each other’s companionship
for fifty years, it is a matter of rejoicing to
all who know them. Itis a goldén wedding,
and congratulations pout in fromall of the
large circle of friends thathas beenincreas-
ing for so many years. When Mr. Glad-
stone celebrates his golden wedding
this year it 18 an occasion of national rejoic-
ing. Periods between 25 and 50 years are
sometimes noticed, though but rarely. The
25th anniversary is usnally the next in im-
portance to the 50th and is consequently
called the Silver Wedding. That of tha
Prince and Princess of Wales was celebra-
ted last year.

The anniversary which comes next to the
25th in the attention which it receives is
the Hth, which is called the wooden wedding,
when various gifts manufactured of wood
are sometimes presented. Then there is
the tin wedding after ten years, and vari-
ous other anniversaries which are rarely
noticed. The Tamils have ever praised
domesticlife, the @ wanib 605 of the poets,
and many good things have been said by
them on the pubject. Bat, alag, too often
does the @avsvnen or wasrsd find that she is
only expected to be a house-keeper, one who
must keep in the house andhave nothought
or care except for the food, And if
she has no higher agpirations it is usually
the fault of the parents. Christianity alone
brings woman to her true position as com-
panion and help-meet of the husband in
everything that interests him. We hai®
with gladness every thing that indicates
the growth of the Christian sentiment,
and for this reagon, asg well as for personal
interest, we congratulate Dy, Strong and hig
worthy partner on their twenty-five years
of married life, and hope they imay see
their golden wedding.

—The sun appears to be now passing an epoch of
gpot minimum. Since the minimum of 1879 there
has been no period of unbroken quiestence as Mhat
from Oct. 4th to 24th when not a single spot was
observed. Of late, too, the spots have been mostly
very near to the sun’s equator, very few more than
15 or 16 degrees distant, with a decided preponder-
ance of numhers in the southern hemisphere,
Since 1883, 64 per cent of all the spots that have
been observed were in the southern hemisphere.
Itds impossible tosay just how long it will be
before the spots again begin to increase in num-
bers. &att. Vart.

We might add that there have heen several long
pertods of absence of spots this year, but that just
now a large spot, or rather group of spots, has ap-
peared almost on the equator, and will reach the
center of the sun's disk about the 21st inst.
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