THE MORNING STAR.

Yol. 49.

Jaffaa, Thursday the 17th of Bctober, 1888,
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No. 20.

RECEIPTS FUR THE MO RNING STAR:

1889,
Point Pedro.  Dr. I Nicholas and Messrs,
J. Caralasingham, J. C. Sher-

ravd, aud V, Valantham, 6.00
Dickoya, Mr. A.Vytilingam, 1.50
Uduville. Messre.S, F. G. Carpenter and
= 8. Snell. b} 2.%
Sandilippay.  Mr. Ayaturay, 1.25
Bililmlql;;: Mr. V, é;apslavaner. 115
1890,

Pgint Pedro.  Mr. H, R, Freeman. 0.75
ADVERTISEMENT-
STAMPS.

WANTED TO BUY ,
WSURCHARGED" & “PENCE ISSUES"
0P CEYLON STAMPS.

Good prices given. Send samples to
Lindula } H. E, W, CoorEr.
Sept. 2ud '89

NOTICE.
T the undersigned Canapadippillai Are-
rasen of Chavagacheheri in‘the District of
Jaffoa, do hereby proclaim that my:legal

wife, Swahamypillai, daughter of Vala- |

uther of Chavagachcheri bas deserted me
and*sliving separate, of which I have
published in the Jafina News paper “Morn-
ing Bdwe’ of the Tth April 1887, in Vol.
47 No.8.

T do further notify, that my said wife
in the first week of April 1888 has given:
birth to a ehild by illegitimate connection
with eertain Swaminader Subramaniar
of Chavagacheheri, and she is even now
living in his house and all the movable
and immovable properties belonging ta her,
are ander the management of the said
Subramaniar and his father Swaminader.

T do further notity, that form the afore-
said dates, I have nothing whatever to do
with my wife, and I am living separate;
hence, 1 have occasion to take legal pro-
eeedings against them for Divorce.

Chavagachcheri
October 14th 89 } CrsAmranisy,

af e L.
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Clerical Examination.

Tt is proposed to form a Class and pre-
pare candidates for the ensuing Gov ern-
ment Cierical Examination,

For particulars apply personally to

R. O, D, ASEURY,
Manippay, 10th Oct. 1889,

BovQaphsy TEaT £ M

H.W. BropHURST.
TS PEENG.

Tiocal and Gieneral,

—_Tug Pappy Praxts have sprung up a foot and
more above the ground. There have been timely
raing, and the plants promise a good harvest. But
the weeds are this year go abundant that the culti-
vators are put to extraordinary expense for weed-
ing their fields.

__Dr. Masston is épendinga few months with Dr F1y
in Travancore, and writes that lie expects to come
to Jaffoa to hegin his work by theend of this year

__Cholera has broken ont at Atchuvaly. It was

introduced as is so often the case, by altendants
| at.a festival, In this case it came from the Valli-
| puram festival, from whence it was also carried to

%nint Pedro. Light deaths are reported from At-
chuvaly. 4

__ALAverry. A few daysago a man of this
. place received a blow ahout the mouth from one of
. Tiis cousins, that kuocked out most of his teeth.
| The male nurse whoTemaved the patient, to the
’ Jaffna F. N, 8. Hospital, was soon after his arrival
’ at the hospital marched off to the Police Court,
| having been discovered by his mishehavior in the

hospital to be unable to bridle his passions.

‘ _ MurnaTivoE. Materiale for the light house
{ tobe putup at this place have been sent from
{ Qalombo by the 8 §. “Lady Gordon" to Point

Pedro where they were reshipped in a native vessel
| for Mullativoe.

__QaLvaTioy ARMY. A special service was held
| on the night of the 11th inst, in the Kock's Schoal
. when addresses were delivered by new officers who

had just arrived from Colombo. ‘The Army has

opened new Barracks at Vannarponne by the side
of the “Victoria Reading Room.” X

__ApoTton SALE. Sixteen old almyrahs belonging

. tothe JaftnaCourts were sold at auction lastSaturday.

— VACANCIES I THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, The
Surveyor-General of Ceylon advertises that he is
prepared fo receive applications up to the 20th
inst, for several vacancies in the survey and rail-
way departments of the Straits and Selangore. Two

| Offieo Assistants, one Assistant Surveyor, one clerk

and draftsman and one clerkand tracer are wanted.
The applications of candidates should be in their
own handwriting, aceompunied by a statement of
their age, parentage, a medical certificate of health,
and testimonials; and they must be prepared to
undergo a good practical examination ag suryeyors
or draftsmen as the case may be on a day fo be
appointed by the Surveyor-General of Ceylon,

—_Mr, Wallace who comes to Jaffna College was
to reach Golombo on the 15th inst.

—_S1r ARTHUR HAVELOCK our new Governor is
expected to take pver the reins of goyernment in
Ceylon in May 1890,

~_ Mg, SENATHERAJAR'S term of service as the
acting Magistrateat Chilaw expired on the 5th inst .
Dbut he still continues to act as magistrate there

| until further orders.

! LEGAL. The suit instituted in the D. C. Jaffna

| against Mr. Noble the Baptist Missionary, to re-
cover Rs. 730 for money advanced by one Aseer-

vatham of Suthumalai lias been dismissed by the

Court.

—DR. Morazs does not proceed to England now
as he has been appointed District Medical Officer
of Dickoya where Dr. Seneviretna who now acts
for him at Jaffna has been stalioned. Ttis hoped
that the change of climate will benefit his health,

—TFactory ExamiyaTioy. Out of the 15 candi-
dates who appeared for this examination 2 Tamils
. and 1 Singhalese and 1 Burgher have heen selected

and admitted. We are glad to learn that Mr. Neil

for some time a student of Jaffna College was one
| of the successful candidates.
| —Tar “ExamiNer’ reports that Dr. Keyt will
| probably hbe promoted to the position of Colonial
Surgeon of the Central Province being succeeded
by, Dr. Attyzalle at Jafina. Dr. A.isa Singhalese
gentleman now emyployed in Colombo.

— SpppLEMENTARY Grants. His Excellency the
Governor ha n requested the Legislative Coun-
cil to vote e n additional sums for unforeseen
expenses of the Colony. Jaffna receives Rs, 3000
of this vote z. e. Rs. 1000—for the travelling ex-
penses of the Medical Officers, and Rs. 2000—to
hire Iaborers to complete the rebuilding of fhe
Kachcheri, The latter work has been carried on
by prison labor, but the Government Arent Te-
commended hired labor, lest they be exposed fo
cholera being concerned for the safety of the

orisonera by passing through the pettah daily.

—Mr. Green, the Director of Public Instruction
arrived here on the evening of the 12th inst. He
now stops at the Queen’s House, Fort.

—One of the Wesleyan Mission school bangal-
ows at Putoor has been burnt down one day last
week, The loss is said to haveamounted to Rs.250.

—Tug GovERNMENT CLERICAL EXAMINATION
Hints to Candidates, ete. by William Blair In-
spector of Schools. u

We have to thank the author for a copy of the
aboveuseful work Itcontains sevenpages of Hinte
which must be a grest help to all papers lu Dicta-
tion, English and Translation, and also gives
the new regulations which come into force Jan. 1.
1890. We are glad of what is said onspelling and
would like to emphasizeit. English spellingis nﬁsurd
but nevertheless unspelled words mark & man as
either careless or not well educated (the half dozen
such in this work are no donbt due to the priuters.)

Itis not very creditable to our young men that
250 or more candidates each year should prevent
their papers being even marked by their mistakes
in spelling.

We notice that all the Arithmetical questions
of The Clerical Examinations of '85 '87 88, are in

“Blair’s Arithmetic part 111"

The Tamils are quick at memerizing, bt pro-
blems in- Arithmetic different from any they have
had before they do nat eolve readily. For thie
reason boys often go trom standard to standard in
the schools without passing in arithmetic, and as a
consequence do such papets as these very poorly.
Praotice in these must be a good preparation for
the examinations.

—JoursAL oF EpucATioy in an editorial on the
subject on which we quoted last month, the moral
defects of the Indian system of education, says:
“Our Indian Public Schools and Universities haye
not produced those finer qualities evoked at the
Public Schoals and Universities of England. We
often look in vain here for that nice sense of hon-
our, that scrupulous regard for ithe truth, that
uoble scorn of meanness, that loyal devation to
dufy, that manly candour, that fearlessness of
danger, thafself-reyerence and self-control, that in-
structive courtesy—which go to form the true
gentleman, and which as a yule characterize the
men who have passed through the Public Scheals
and Universities of Great Britain. The possession of
thesemanly virtues is here the exception, but there
the rule. [t is true that ages of indoctrination in
Karma, and early acquaintance with the ‘searayside”
of life—the hindrances of marriage and the sordid
cares of poverty,—have robbed the Indian youth
of those strenuous enthusiams and generous il-
lusions that are the priceless inheritance of youth
elsewhere. In how many schools, we should like
to know, is ‘copying’ at examinations punished
with exemplary punishment ? In how many
schools, we would ask, is the pupil made to feel
that not doing his daily task is wrong, not so moch
because it will entail failure at examinations, as
because it is a- breach of the duty he owes hig
parents, his teacher, and himself ?"

The same Journal commenting on German edu-
cation and commending the edueation in that
country as ‘democratic, says, “It cannot be said that
our educational system is' democratic in thefsense
that the advantages of higher education are shared
fully and freely by those castes and classes that have
been kept down in the socialscale by the system of
caste.’” In the Arts Colleges two thirds of the
pupils are Bralmins, while nearly two thirds of
the remainder are farmers  The writer adds, *“No
system of education can lay elaim to be national
unless it is democratie.”” A systern of education
cannot be made perfectly democratic at one stroke
or at all by compulsion butwedo say that all class-
es ought to have access to every means suited to
develop manhood, and such education is one of the
most important of those means,

We giveherewith from the Journal of Education
a translation of a Telugn hymn which is used in
the Bellary High School, in connection with pray-
er and moral sermons. It shows the contrast of
all theistic religion with Christianity, The lafter
represents God as seeking helpless man—the former
ag man seeking God.

“0Oh Saviour]! Thou Almighty!

Thou hast for thy sport the creation of the
world | Thou art all joy !

Thou savest the good that seek thee ! Thou it

all glory |

Thou art full of love | Thon blessest those that
pray to thee !

Thou removest all sin ! thon art ever in the com«

pany of sages !

How glorious ! Thou that hastnorestrictions!"
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OUR TAXES.

There iz more than the usnal interest
in this subject at the present time owing
to discussion of the grain tax. A question
wag bronght upin the British Parliament
with reference to the reported death by
starvation of over a thousand villagers in
Ceylon in consequence of being evicted
from their ancestral lands, which were
sold for taxes. The Government has in-
quired into the matter,and the report is
justat hand. From this it appears that
previons sensational report was highly
colored, and that the reality was not as
bad as seemed, The said villagers were in
the Central Province and had been depen-
dent on coffee cultivation, and when that
failed they were reduced to great poverty.
Many of the lands which were sold for
taxes had not been cultivated for some time,
Many of the deaths were due to other
causes. But with all due allowance for
these explanationg it is still evident that
there was undue geverity in enforcing the
tax. In some way there could and should
have been some allowance made for the
poverty of the villagera. This has brought
up the question of the wisdom of the grain
tax, and even of its righfulness, A righte-
ous government has the right to get from
its subjects the income needful for its
support. But this income must be secured
in such ways a8 shall be least burdensome
tothe people and shall make the burden
egually shared by all classes in proportion
to their ability and the advantage they
receive from the government, The adjust-
ment of this isalways a diffienlt matter. In
the United States alargepart ofthe income,
which is twice as much as is really needed,
is received by duties on imports. This
from of tax is paid by a people most readi-
1y becanse they pay it withouwt knowing it.
But this has its effects on the production

in various ways about which there is mueh |
dispute, Andthe general community of |
Ceylon does not yet import largely enough |

to make such a tax other than a burden.
The incomse from railways does not seem
a legitimate from of tax, but if it is omit-
ted, something must talke its place. The
monopoly on salt seems oppressive because
it hinders the normal use of an article
which is very necessary to the good health
of the people, The tax on arrack and toddy
is quite legitimate, but the method of its
enforcement by renting, is objectionable
becauge it tends to increase the use of those
articles, whereas the law ought to tend to
repress them as injurious to the commun-
ity. This we hope to notice more in de-
tail at another time. Of the grain tax there
are two methods of collecting, the tithe and
commutation.
lected is the easiestfor the ordinary farmer.
He ravely has cash inhand he is accustomed
to pay his workmen in kind, the harber,
washerman etc, get their year's pay in the
paddy field. But the gerious objection to
the tithe was that the renter often extorted
much more than his rightful sharve. The
Jaffnese are probably hetter satisfied with
the present commutation than any other
method that could be devised, Any senti-
mental objection that it iz a tax on food
ig of itself of noweight. There is nothing
elge that all equally need so much as food,
and gince it is secured underthe protection
of a good government it is right that it
should pay its share, and this applies the
tax to all,” If the whole tax were on the
grain then it would he oppressive on the

The former if justly col- !

poor, hecause they would haye to pay |
nearly as much as the rich, and not pro- |

portionately totheir advantages. We would

suggest that the burdensomeness of the |

grain tax be relieved by allowing the re-
venue officers to remit or reduce it whers
ever it could be shown that it was more
than the land owner was fairly able to pay
and to make up the loss to the revenue by
thig put on a tax on all tobacco raiged. Ger-

many has a large revenue from this source,
Thig substance is not a necessity, to say the
best it is only @ luxury, and it has ever
been a maxim with political economists
thata considerable share of taxesshonld be
levied on luxnries, The Jaffnese say that
it ig the only thing which brings them cash
in hand. Butcash in hand is not always
a blessing. There are many other crops
which would bring as much profit if a
market could be found as readily. Tobacco
has the advantage that it ean be kept in-
defiitely, But with the increased facilit-
ies for communication markets will be
opened up for all the varied produce of
tropical gardens. We shall enlarge on this
at another time,

TOBACCO,

In our last number we gnoted an item
on the effect of tobacco which we thought
would counteract the effect of a partial
statement given elsewhere, but it seems
with some to have had asimilar effect to
that of the young man’s temperance lecture
onan old woman in his audience. He
wished to illustrate the deadly effect
of alechol, and showed on the sereen with
his oxy-hydrogen microscope the active
insects in stagnant water. Then pouring in
a few drops of whiskey heshowed that they
were ingtantly killed, “ah!" said his aunditor
T'll never drink any more water without
putting in a little whiskey.” There is'no
doubt that the pyridine of tobacco will
destroy bacteria in some cages, but we
have the testimony of eminent physi-
cians that tobacco users are liable to infec«
tions diseases, and when they got them
are more liable to succumb. One physician
reports hundreds of cases. That it reduces
the vitality is seen by the following. In the
expedition of Lieut. Greely f
of the nineteen
one were

Pt e was the last to
p g survivers were non-smok-
ers though one of them was a chewer,
The seven were all temperate in eating and
drinking, which may have also had an
influence. Dr. Alcott says, “I have never
knowna dozen tobacco-users—my acquaint-
ance has extended to thousands—whose di-
gestive organs, were not in'the end more or
less impaired by it.” Solly, surgeon of St.
Thomag’ Hospital, London says,” I know of
no single vice which does so much harm as
smoking. It soothes the excited nervous
syatem at the time to renderit more unable
and more feeble ultimately.,” Dr. Pidduck
paidin The Lancet, that in no ingtance is the
pinof the father morestrikingly visited upon |
his children than thesin of tobacco-smoking, \
The enervation,the hypochondriasis,the hys-
teria, the inganity, the dwarfish deformities, \
the consumption,the suffering lives and ear- I
|
|

ly deaths of the children of inveterate smok-
ers, bear ample testimony to the feebleness
and unsoundness of the congtitution trans- |
mitted by this pernicious habit.,” We have
many examplesto prove this. A leading phy-
sician says, ¢ I have never known a habitual |
tobacco user whose children, born after he |
had long used it, did not have deranged |
nervous systems and gometimes evidently |
weak minds.” That the effects have not |
been noticed more among us may be because
our eyes have not been opened to ses them.
Moreover, the comparatively out-door life
of the Tamils prevents the evil effects in
part, but only in part. Theabove is buta
small portion of the indictment against this |
“yicious though delightful habit” as Dr.
Heitzman calls it,

VIDHANS.

The rule of not paying for the service of
these invested with authority frequently
leads to extortion and bribery. In the
case of peace officers, in particular, who
are to a certain degree, invested with
power over the person and property of the
people, free labor seems to mean an in-
vestment with a tacit right to recover

‘something by means fair or foul, from per-
sons with whom they come in contau’
Such a policy is in full swing among na-
‘tive headmen in general and the Vidhans,
in particular whose sonrces of lawful in-
come are not abundant have reconrse to
illegal means, wherehy they molest and
maltreat the needy with impunity, A few
pence for Vidhans, rupees for Odiars and
sovereigns for Maniagars, aet like magic o
gecure their gerviees, in whatever matter
interference ig required. These native
h n are the judges of ountry,
charged with proportionate jurisdiction.
It is mainly npon them that the peace of
the country, the safety of property and the
health and morality of the people depend.
There are thousands of ignorant villagers
who are terrified by the very idea of court
and jail, and a large majority of the others
are too poverty striken to stand the charges
of legal machinery and the long and tedi-
ous procegs of litigation, Suoch men and
their property are in many cases left to the
mercy of these local judges. It is there-
fore necessary that justice uncorrupted by
money or man should be meeted ontto them
and to other humble subjects. We are not
writing chiefly to show up the corrnption
and injustice which are hardly suppresga-
ble under the eircumstances, but to show
to the Government the necessity of fixing
a certuin rate of salaries for the now mun-
paid headmen, payable from the coffers of
the Government-a fee sufficient to keep up
their dignity without their putting their
hands into the pockets of others, Money ig
power. But the Vidhans are in most cases
without much property, and they run out,
not as peace makers, but ag strengﬂneners of
strife and digpute, for thei i

5 g in a court

oy 15 therefore essential for the
sake of justice and for the sake of honesty
that the elaim of unpaid headmen should
be made to be heard in the proper
quarter, Com.

JAFFNA RAILWAY,

The Memorial addressed to the Governor by the -

Committee appointed at the public meeting lield re- «
cently in  Colombo has been published. 1t makes
a very effective showing, and gives good argument
for the belief that the railway will pay from the
start. Probably something can be said on the ather
side but at any rate it is sure to pay before long
and the other arguments are very weighty. One
fact which they urge is the unanimity of publie
opinion as to the importance of underfaking the
work at once, must have weight with the Govern-
ment. The “vox populi' is not always the “vox
Dei,” but it is always wise to give attention to the
unanimous opinion of a people. They say, “all
the editors of the daily newepapers, all the unoffi-
cial members of the Legislative @huncil, and all
other thinkers of any note outside the service of
the Government, however different may be their
way of thinking on other subjects, are agreed that

| the Western and Central Provinces should be

linked without delay to the North, and that the
railway in question would prove to be very paving.
Same of the oldest eolonists of the island ?mw' sald
of the public meeting, at which your memorialists
were appointed a committee, that it was “one of
the most emphatic expressions of publie opinion
that they had yet witnessed in Ceylon.” We do

| not see how there can be any other result to

this request than epeedy order to eommence the
survey from Polgahawila to Jaftna.

CrunLTY To ANIMALS. A case of some interest
came on before G+ I, Worthington Esq., as Police
Magistrate, for investigation. A Police Sergeant
charzed the Kankesanturirai coach proprietor and
his driver with having cruelly treated a horse con-

| trary to theprovision of thelaw muade and provided

in that behalf. On some technical objection taken
by the Coupsel who appeared for the acenged, the
case as against the owner was withdrawn by the
complainant, and the ather accused pleaded quilty
to the charge and was find Rs. 20. Cruel treatment
of animals is & very common offence. The above
punishment may serve as a warning to cruel cart
drivers and reckless overdriving lackery owners,
The latter class of drivers is becoming an intoler.
able nuisance, Com,
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