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—84aLT Resr  for next year sald at auction on
the 16th inst. was purchased by Mr. 8. Susaipillai
for Rs. 56,000.

—Mg. I, 5. W, SEvATHERATAH Tns beenappaint-
ed as additional Police Magistrate at Putlam for
one week from the 25th inst.

—Mr. C. 8. Iay Crown Counsel for the North-
ern circuit has been appointed to act as Solicitor
General from thie 1st proximo for Mr. Layard, who
goes home on leave.

—My. Wishard has telegraphed that he will ar-
rive in Jaffna Dee. 5th und lsave Dee. 25th.

—A special meeting of the Alumni of Jaffna
College will be held in Otley Hall, Sat. Dec. 7th
arde,an

—REGISTRATION OF Dieps. Forsometime back
the Registrar of lands hag ceased to issne with the
deeds registered the usual ‘“cortificate of entry,”
and a very brief memorandum on the top of each
deed registered has been considered to be sufficient
forall the purposes of registration. This economy of
labor, with the possibility of saving one clerk, does
not seemn very creditable to the Department, besides
its being unsafe to register deeds without obtaining
the ‘‘eertificate of entry." .

—The New Isuasn Steamer. The B. 1. S. N.
Companyare bringing out from England a new
of abont 300 tons, whicluis to run between
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FEocal and Eeneral.

—Mg, ManuEL, Sub-Inspector of Scliools, Jaff-
na, is reported to be about to proceed !uABullicalua
to exchange duties with Mr. Tampapillai.

—Maxiepay.  Cholera having shown itself again
at certain localities in North Manippay, Dr. Strong
Modr. was ordered to stay there tempararily on
cholgra duty.

« —CENTRAL RoAp., From Dambulla to Kekirawa
a distance of fifteen miles is to be soon metalled.
—FiRE,

A-house at Karaioor adjoining the re- |

| those for railway traffic.

gidence-of Mr, Manuel, Sub-Inspector of schools, |

was accidentally burnt down on the night of the
14th inst. The fire, it is gaid, broke out from the
flame of a lamp igniting a cloth hanging immedi-
ately over it. Buch accidents happen

g off and |

anarea warning to the owners of low cadjan houses |

to give to the eandle its proper place.

—DrownNING. On the 15th inst. at Thenmaratehy |
a boy of Tattankulam while bathing in a shallow |
pool, died hy suffocation in the water, being unahle |
to help himself from the water on account of a |

sadden fit,

Colombg, Jaffna, and Tuticorin gnd other ports, if
there i8 sufiicient indurement. Her name is the
“Aska," and she is expected to atrive in Colombo
very soon. She will take up the coolie immigra-
tion trade, but also other trade as apportunity offers.
The Agents told us six months since that Nega-
patam was to be one point of eall. If frequent
wips are made to that port it will proye a great
convenience to the Jaffnese, and not so mueh of
arival to the 8. 8. Lady Gordon. The owners of
the latter complain that the merchants of Jaffna
have not kept their prowmises astoilie patronage they
would bestow and that the steamer is havdly pay-
ing expenses. These promises are something like
Time is of no greatim-
portance and whatever their promises they continue
to send by the means that require the least outlay.

—Mr. and Mrs, Wishard landed in Colombo last
Triday the 15th inst, In our last issue we spoke
uf them ag having already arrived, notive of their
arrival having appeared in a Colombo paper. This
proved to be a istake, The next day a letter
was received from Hong-Kong saying that they
were o arrive in Colombo on the 10th by the 8. S,
Natal. But this vessel was caught in a typhoon
in the China sea and suffered considerable damage
&0 as to be delayed in Singapore four days fur
Tepairs.

—Rev. G. C. Grubh arrived in Colombo on the
13th inst. and services wers commenced the same
evening. There were many missionaries on
the same steamer, most of them on their way to
China, Three single ladies join the C, M. 8, work-
ers in Ceylon, Mr. Grubh was accompanied hy
his nephew Rev. O. H. Richardson, and Mess&.
Millard and Camphell.

They are holding two or three meetings duily
in Calombo for two weeks,

—The M, M. Bteamer “Natal," in which the
Wishards were passengers, lad & narrow escape
in i typhoon, which is what a cyclone is called in
the China seas. Soon after leaving Hong-Kong
the typhoan was seen following them. They in-
creased their speed and for thirty hours kept a-
head of the storm, although the monsoon was blow-
ing strong. Then suddenly something in the
steering gear broke and the vessel was at onece un-
manageahle and just after that the typhoon struck
them, The tops of the masts and all the sails
were carried away and much other damage done.
One “monster sea" weighing “several hundred
tons" broke over the vessel smashed in a skylight
and flooded the saloon and cabing and stove in all
the boats. Three sailors v so injured that they
had to be left in the hospital at Singapore. For
nearly eight hours the vessel was completely at
the merey of the typhoon, and if it had been a
little sooner they would most probably have heen
dashed on the rocks of a group of islands they
passed. We share in their thankfulness for the
merciful preservation.

—PEARL FISHERY.

Our Government Agent has

I —A

{ gone to Silavattury for a short Pearl fishery. Cip-
n Donnan in his inspection found about 30
millions of oysters left over from last year's fis)i-

| ey, but these will probably. be fished later. - He
fonnd besides “anexcellent little bank™ with 3 mil-
lions which he wished fished at unce, as there migln
not be time next year. It 15 a little north of
Duteh Bay. Fifty hoats have gane to the spot aml
will fish for ten days,—500 boat loads. The gen-
eral public are not invited to bid for the oysters i
there is'fear of an outbreak of cholera if many
people come together. Therefore the Gavernment

| will wash the oysterson its own accountand sell (he

peurls. i
SERIES OF LECTORES in connéction with the
Young Men's Literary Association of Vannarponne
was inaugurated last Friday evening, the 15th inst.
by a lecture on “The Days and Work of Creation’
delivered by Rev, 8. W. Howland in the Wes]ayan
School room Chetty street. There are to follow
lectures by Rev. G. T, Fleming on the Young Men
of Jaffna, Rev. E. Rigg on the Signs of the Times,
Proetor Tamboo, Dr, Paul and others,

De. MARcH who visited Jaffna in 87 writes 10
an American paper as follows:i—

One of the many signs of dawning light in the
East, and of growing unity among all nations, is

| the rapid diffusion of the English language all oyer

|

the world.  Tspent five months in India, travelling
from Ceylon on the south to the utmasi northern
boundary of the great empire of two hundred and
fifty millions, and then, passing eastward from
Bombay to Caleutta, I left the country for Burma,
with the full espectation that Engliﬁ}): will be the
language of business and education and puhlie
affairs in India fifty years hence, and that in a hun-
dred years multitudes of - plewill
speak it ag their mother tongue. Lven now five
millions of scholars ave Tearning English in th
schoals at any one time, and as many more milli-
ong are learning it in the intercourse of trade and
social life,

In the public schionls of Japan the English lan-
guage is required to be tanght by law. Ona needs
no prophet's vision to foresee that English will lie
the ruling language of the Island Empire in fifty
years. Uonstantinople has long heen a Babel of
tongues. Dr. Riggs, himself @ learned linguist,
told me that he had heard twenty different langua
ges spoken within a half-hour's walk in that great
cosmopolitan city. But among them all Englisi
is fast coming into use as the fittest to be a univer
sal medium of communication on that great higl-
way of nations between East and West,

I believe the English language to be the chosen
and sacred medium which divine Providence will
use to bring the Bastern nations to right coneep-
tious of truth and duty. Its progress in our day is
a clear indication of the coming of an age when
all the nations shall have one language, one faith
ane law of duty and of love to God and to each
other.  Ingenious men are at work in the endeavor
to invent a universal language which shall serve as
a medium of interconrse among all nations. Tt is
all lost labor,  The inventors are behind the time.
The language 15 already found, not inventel Ly
men, but the natural outgrowth of the providential
lead and teaching by which English-speaking peo-
ple have encompassed the globe with their com-
inerce and their colonies, their inventions and their
literature, their missions and their power, their truth
awl their faith. The eshaustless ph forces
of the earth are most completely in their hands; all
arts, seiences and machines are atb their command ;
they are endowed with energy and vitality which
enable them to live in any climate between the
poles, aud they must be foremost in bringing the
great Christian age of the future which is every day
drawing near. Mr, Gladstone has gaid that a hur
dred years hence, there will be seven hundred milli
ans of people speaking the English language, and
they will be scattered all over the earth, And in
that day, if they retain their present tiveless energy
and their practical sagacity, it will be easy for
them to bring the remaining millions of men to the
adoption of their speech, and the acceptance of the
one universal religion which has given Engligh
speaking people their peculiar power in the pagt,
and their immortal hope for the future.
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Vor. 49.

THE MORNING 8

Is IT STEALING?

Stealing is the taking of others' proper-
ty . unjustly or withont vendering an
equivalent. When several persons join
together and each gives a certain amount
(say Re. 1 each) to a common fund,
agreeing that one of their number shall re-
ceive the whole, the individual being indi-
cated by the casting of lots, or by the turn-
ing of a wheel bringing up the number
which points him out, or by the swiftest
horse among a numberin arace, what shall
we call the performance ? It goes by the
names raffle, lottery, betting, gambling,
pooling, ete. But i8 it not more correctly
designated as “stealing™? One says it is
not stealing becanse all parties agreed to
the trangaction. But consent is not suf-
ficient. When one man stops a traveler
on the highway and presenting a loaded
pistol, says ‘your money or your life,’ the
traveler says, ‘don's shoot! 1 will give
youall T have,'! He consents to pay over
the money. Isit therefore any the less
highway robbery 7 But the manin the
lottery agreed to it of his own accord.
Yes, but was he any more satisfied with
the regult than the traveler, Even if he
#ays he is satisfied, is it true? Would * he
have paid the money if he had not had
some hope of getting the whole amount ?
If not, then when he gets nothing, it cannot
be true that he is gatistied. He only n

that he does not wish to make complaint. 1f

two highway robbers sally forth and meet
each other, and one get the other’s money,
the latter may not complain because it is
what he intended to do to the other, yet
the crime is the same,

But some say it i8 justlike trading; men
invest their money: some gain,and some
loge. No! in tradinga man sellsthe goods for
more than'he paid for them, because he must
ineclude the interest of his capital and the
value of the time he spends. *“hen he does

g0 he still sells the goods cheaper than the |

Luyer could get elsewhere, sothat the trade
is a benefit to both the buyer and the seller,
1f the trader loses it is generally his own
fault, for trying to sell goods not wanted by
the public, or for not bringing his goods
properly to the attention of the public, or
for not buying wisely, or for some similar
reason. When Government takes a man's
property for taxes against his will, it is not
stealing,because it renders an equivalent in
the benefits of good government.

‘We donotsee how anything can besaid to
show that betting and lotteries and the like
are not violations of the eighth command-
ment and also of the tenth, for no one goes
into a lottery except he desires to get his
neighbour's property. That is, he cov-

ets it. We gee by thig the essential evil
nature of all such transactions. But
we might show it by the disastrous

results which follow. The Tamil poets
have many pithy sayings on the subject,
drawn from the school of experience. [f
there were no other evil, the making a man
feel that there ig some easier way of get-
ting money than by giving its equivalent,
in work or otherwise, i8 an evil which
should be shunned more carefully than a
poisonous serpent. Many a man has been
ruined body and soul by getting this idea
implanted by means of some apparently
harmless raffle.  They are all the same in
principle, whether called gambling, or only
raffling, or even art prizes,

The Ceylon Legislature is passing a law
against gambling, which is like lopping off
a few branches of the poisonous upas tree,
while the main tree stands untouched. Of
all forma of getting money or other property
by chance, or without giving a fair equival-
ent, we can say with Scripture: “they that
degire to be rich fall into atemptation anda
gnare and many foolish and hurtful lustg,
guch ag drown men in destruction and per-
dition. For the love of money is the root
of all kinds of evil, which some reaching

after have been led astray from the faith,
and haye pierced themselves through
with many sorrows.”

JAFFNA IN '88.

We have to acknowledge the receipt of

Administration  Reports of the different
provinces for 1888. The one for the
Northern Province is of the most interest
to the Jaffnese, thongh nearly two thirds
of it is taken up with reports of Mannar,
Vilankulam and Mullaitivi, We note first
the substantial increase in the revenue of
Rs. 440,024, A large part of this is due to
the pearl fishery, but there is an increase
of Hs. 54202 in the ordinary revenue.
This was due chiefly to customs revenne
and paddy rent, both indicating an im-
proved condition of the people. The fact
that altho the paddy crop was much better
than usual more paddy was imported,means
that the people lived better, The amount
raised was estimated at 1,250,000 bushels
and about as much was imported. The
deficiency of the palmyrah fruiv accounts
for a part of this, as also doss the increase
of the tobacco, Of this latter 75847 ewt.
worth Rs. 1,877,951 was exported, which
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the Pheenicians to the Greeks, the Greeks to the
Romans, the Romans to us. All the Semitie alpha-
bets alsy, as used in Pessian and Arabic, and the
mumimgamnt alphabets of: ‘lndia, Caylon, Bui-
mah, and Siam, all come in the end from Phanic s
and Eg])'pb. The whole of Asia, except that pars
of it wl

Frope, America, Africa, anl Australiv, so far as
tuey write at all, all write Bgyptian hisruglyphics.
e ehain of tralition has never been broken, the
stream of evolution is more perfect here than any-
whete else,

Teading and writing, therefore, have come tous
from anvient Bgypt,  But whence did we get our
arithmetie? when I say our arithmetic I do not
menn our numerals ouly, or our knowledge tha
tywo and two make fonr, That kind of knowledgs
is lome-grown, and can be traced back 1o thut
common Aryan home from whicl we darive ol
language, that is to say, our whole intellectual in-
heuitance. I mean our numer el figures. There ars
many people who have numerals, but no numerical
figures like our vwn. There are others, such as the
Chiquitos in Columbia, who count with.their fin
but have no numerals at all; at least we are tald su
by the few travellers who have visited them. There

- are others again who lave a vary perfect system

is a large outturn for Jaffna, altho in '85

it was H000 ewt. more, . This is nearly 40t
exported for every person inJatina, to say
nothing of the large amount consumed at
home,
ing as to whether Jaffna gives a fair
equivalent for this amount of money.

A goodamount of salt wascollected-117,242
ewt, of which nearly two thirds was manu-
factured, but most of it wasnotsold during
the year. The revenue from firewood and
green leaves Rs.3000, isanew feature, Nearly
500,000 palmyrah timbers were exported,
but there does not seem much danger of a
dearth of palmyrah trees, as there are
many new groves growing.

1t seems a little surpriging that the births
were 3000 more than the deaths, This
would indieate g0 much of an increage in
population it the figures were correct.
Cholera was reported in 13 villages, with
138  aftacks and 65 deaths. Permanent
hospitals and dispensaries within easy
reach of the people are recommended,

and it seems that the Government is about |

Itis a question worth consider- |

to adopt this plan very generally in Ceylon, |
The recommendations for various public |

worksshow that our Agent is quitealive to

the wants of the people. Among other things |

are two lacs for iron bridges in place of
wooden ones. Rs. 5000 for experiments in
regard to artegian wells. It seems a pity
that the attempt at Mannar is not pushed.,
Twice they have stopped because of sirik-
ing rock, and not having suitable tools.
But what did they expect? It would not
be much of a well if it did not go through
rock. A tower for ared light 1t Kangegan-
tury is mentioned, but we aresurprised not
to see a pier recommended for that port. It
is doubttul if the pearl fishery is a blessing
or otherwise. But as Jaffna suffers so
heavily from it we should receive more
benefit pecuniarily and we trustthat it will
be so in the future,

ORIGIN OF THE THREE RSs.
BY PROF, MAX. MULLER,

What should we be without our A B C, without.
being able to write? Mere illiterate savages, know-
ing nothing of the past except by hearsay, caring
little for the future except for our own immediate
posterity, Now whenever we read a book or write
a letter we ought to render thanks in our heart to
the ancientscholare of Egypt who invented and per-
fected writing, and whose alphabetic signs are now
used over the whole civilized world, with the ex-
ception of China. Yes, whenever you write an a
ara bora e yon write what was originally a hiero-
i . Your L is the eronching lion, your
5, 4 serpent with two horns; your H
ian picture of a sieve.

e is 1o break, no missing link between our
A. B. C.and the hieroglyphic letters as you see
them on the obelisk on the Thames Embankment
and on the much older monuments in Egypt. The
Egyptians handed their letters to the Plicenicians,

of numerals, but who for numerical notation  de-
pend either ofi an abagus or on such simple combi-
nations of strokes as we find in Bgypt, Pheaniela,
Babylon, China, India, and even among the red-
skins of America, There are others again who,
like the Greeks and the Hindus, use certain letters
of their alphabet instead of, under vertain circum-
stances, figures,

You may imagine with such contrivances arith-
metic could never have advanced to its present
stage of perfection, unless some one had invented
our numerical fighres.  Whence then did we get
our figures? We call them Arabic figures, and
that tells its own tale. But the Arabs call them
Indian figures, and that tells it own tale likewise,
Our figures came to us from the Arabs in Spain,
they came to them from India, and if you consider
what we should be without our figures from one to
ning, I think yon will admit that we owe as much
gratitude to India for our arithmetic, as tos Egypt
for our reading and writing. Wlen I am sometimes
told that the Hindus were mere dreamers and ne-
ver made any useful disgovery, snch as our steam-
engines and electric telegraphs, 1 tell my friends
they invented that without which mechanical and
electrie seience could never have become what they
are, that without w)hich we lﬂhould mmhu:
stenm-engines or elsotric telegraphs 8 Tuvunzel
our figures 1ror ™ g;\t?r}f"k.; that, they
invented the nooght, thesign for nothing, e af
the most useful discoveries ever made, a8 all msthy
maticians will tell you. -

Let us remember then the lessons wiieh we
have learned from antiquity. We have Jearned
reading and writing from Egypt, we have lsarnsl
arithmetic from India. 8, much for the famous
three R's.

Tiocal and General.

—Swvite Akwy. The appearance of this army
dates from the opening of thenew barracks of the
Salvation Army at Vannarponne, A handful of the
BSivites of the place, dressed in brown, wearing pea-
cock feathers on their heads and attended with the
noise of native music, daily stroll along the streets
preaching and singing as they go,

—GarAT LoxpoN.  Who can realise the multi-
tndinous life of London ? Every four minutes
marks a birth, In the next two hours affer you
read this, thirty babies will have been barn and
twenty deaths will have taken place. Think of it;
the evening paper thut recorded the births™ and
deaths of the preceding four and twenty hours
would haye to give three hundred separate itemns.
Verily the joys aud sorrows of the great city are
immense. London has seven thousand miles of

. streets—and if you walked them at the rate of

twenty miles a day, you would have to walk almost
a year—and more than a year by nearly fifty days
if you should rest on Sundays. The seven thousand
miles have 570 miles of public-liouses—no wonder
there is so much misery and sin. Tn a year the
people of London drink two hundred million quarts
of beer, ten million quarts of rum, aud fifty mil-
T'on quarts of wine. Asrogards food T find that
Londoners consume five hundred thousand oxen,
two million sheep, two hundred thousand calves,
three hundred thousand swine eight million head of
fowls, five hundred million pounds of figh, tive
hundred million oysters, two hundeed million lob
sters,—and if that is not enquzh there are soma
million tons of eanned provisions, no end of fruit
and vegetables, and fifty million bushels of wheat.

The Fireside News.

Printed at the Press of Srrur;gig Asbury, ;nim uy
Pablishelb y Mr, N.Strong and A. O, Mission.

uich is overshaduwed by Cuinese intluence,
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