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THE ANTIPODES AND ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.

* A 'spose wlmn ye gut horn’, like all foolish people, 
y intend t' write a buke?’ was t^^ie half-quiest^i^oning 
remark made to me in Pekin by a young man fresh 
from the wilds of Scotland, who was hoping, in the 
course of years, to grow into a dipl(^]m£ttiss! He was 
one of t^hose Scotchmen of whom Sydney Smi^h used to 
say, that ‘it would take a surgical operation to get a 
joke into their heads,’ and seemed on this occasion to 
consider his litt^le joke a great achievement, and that he 
had said somelthing ‘ very funny.’ I thought so t^oo !

At the t^ime I had novintention of classing myself 
among that vast multitude generally designated by my 
friend under such a com]^:li^l^m3I^^iary t^it^]^^. On returning 
t^o England I was, however, persuaded to do so by,the 
advice of friends, who, f^^ding interest t^h^e^mselves in the 
accounts of our wanderings—regularly and lengthily

B

    
 



2 INTRODUCTORY.

sent home for the amusement of tw^o ‘ old aunts’— 
thought that others might likewise find pleasure in their 
perusal, particularly as many of the letters contained 
descriptions of places, and people, but little known and 
rarely visited.

My letters had been carefully preserved, but they 
were in the form of diaries. As such, judging by my 

■ own- feelings in reading the published diaries of others, 
they would be tedious and uninteresting to all except 
immediate friends. Not to mention the ‘sl^jj-shod’
style which is, I fear, only too commonly employed in 
lett^er^-wiit^ing, and which it is almost impossible to avoid, 
when the letters are written under the circumstances, 
amid the scenes, and in the positions, in which tr^a^vellers 
in out-of-the-way places often find t^hemselves. At the 
same time, I wished to leave the substance of these 
letters, as much as possible, in the original form, so as 
to fulfil the original intents, viz. to convey to the mind 
of ' the reader the impression left upon that of the writer-, 
by things seen, heard, and felt, in the course of short 
visits paid to comp<aratively unknown parts of the world.

I am aware of having been very minute in some 
descript^i^ons,—unnecessarily so, many may consider. But, 
having often found myself at a loss when reading books 
of tr'a^vels, by the mention of things which neither I 
nor others to whom I applied could recognise by name, 
though the author seemed to take it for granted that 
every one would do so, I have studied to prevent those 
who may peruse the following pages from suffering in 
this respects. ' *

This j^lir’I- wish to say in.- the way of explanation.

    
 



INTRODUCTOR.Y. 3

The conventional apology, so mercilessly treated by 
critics and reviewers, for publishing ‘what was never 
intended for publication,' I do not attempt to offer. 
That the original lettei^s, of which the following pages 
are the substance, were not meant for the public is 
true ; but their present form has been given to them 
solely on acco^mt of that worthy body. If any of its 
members find interest or amusement therei^i, I shall 
feel pleasure in thinking that t^he t^roub^l^e^^ome and un
grateful task of rewriting and rearranging has had some 
good result. If not, I shall feel regrets, but shall console 
myself with the thought of having done my best, and 
that, as a philosophical old woman in our village used 
coin^t;-antly to affirm, ‘We can’t do no more t^han we can 
do—can us V

Saying ‘ good-bye ’ is always unpleasant, even if those 
to whom it is addressed are not the dearest friends one 
has in the world, and if the place to be left has but few 
associsations to render the leaving it a regrets. In our 
case, we were bidding farewell to those nearest and 
dearest to us, some of whom, alass! we were never to 
see again; and we were leaving a co^intry in which, 
from having lived in it, and held responsible posts in 
its government, for five-c^ud-t^trii^'ty years, my father’s best 
affections and interests were naturally centred. It was, 
ther^efore, with sad and melancholy feelings that we 
parted from the .many relations and friends, who had 
come to ’take leave of us, when qui'tting Bombay, on 
tbe 15th of April, 1865.

    
 



4 POINT DE GALLE.

For fear of its proving impracl^icable, we bad not 
said very much about our cherished scheme of visiting 
Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan, and California, on 
our way hom(3; and I do not think that many of our 
friends believed in the reality of our intent^i^ons until 
they saw us on board the ‘ Jeddo,' bound for Point de 
Galle, whence radiate P. and 0. steamers to all parts of 
the globe, except direct to England. So it was, how- 
evei*; and in. one more hour we could no longer distin
guish the f^jgure of the last of our friends, who with the 
pilot ■ quitted us at the outer light, leaving us fairly on 
our way.

Our party consisted of m.y father, myself, and an 
Indo-Port^ug^uese servant, ‘ Lucien,' who, from having 
been one of our table-servants (i.e. footmen) in Bombay, 
was now promoted t^o be factotum. He was lady’s- 
maid, valet, boots, cook, groom, messenger, barber, car
penter^, ta^ilor, in short, anything and everything as oc
casion required, and performed his various duties as 
only a Goanese, or one of l^hose rare treasures sometimes 
met with in the South of Eur^ope, can perform t^l^e^m.

Four days’ steam.ing down the coas-t with a calm 
sea, brought us to Point de Galle. What a change the 
lovely green of luxuriant vegetation—that in Ceylon, 
more than in any other place I know, realizes one’s 
ideal of tr^opical scenery—was, from the parched, bumt- 
up appearance of Bombay, where, for the past month, all 
green things had been growing browner and browner, 
'till it was hard to believe they ever had been, or ever 
could resume, their natural colour. *

Though’’it“tn'iipt be~ admiitted. that the harbour at

    
 



POINT DE GALLE. 5

Galle is not well sheltered, it is very pretty, with huge 
green waves continually rolling in, and making t^he 
vessels rock in a way that they certainly have no busi
ness to do in harbour. The land surrounds it like & 
horseshoe. The garrisoned town, with its walls and 
ramparts, is at one end ; at the other, a promontory, 
on which stand houses belonging to some of the P. and 
O. Co.’s employ^Sj a mission-house, school, and a few 
other buildings, almost hidden in a mass of cocosa-^i^ut 
palms and dense undergrowth. On casting anchor, we 
were surrounded by the crowd of natives in their pic
turesque canoe-like boats, with enormous outriggers, who 
always appear on the arrival of steamers, ever ready 
to carry off any luckless wight, who is weak enough 
to trust himself to their tender mercies. • We found that 
the Australian steamer was waiting for the English mail, 
and would not leave for two or thr’ee days, so we had 
plenty of time to become acquainted with the beauties 
of Galle, which, as far as concerns the t^own itself, are 
soon exhausted. We took up our quarters in the Pa
vilion Hotel, a clean and comparatively comfoirsable 
boarding-house, close to the sea, at the extremity of the 
horseshoe. The sea-breeze, so longed for, and co'urted in 
the damp heat of the sea-board, was shut out of the lower 
rooms by the city ramparts, but blew refreshingly -into 
t^hose of the upper story nearly all day. The city is very 
small, with narrow streets, low houses, and bad shops. 
As soon as a. steamer arrives, all the hotels (which are 
numerous) are besieged by nat^i^v^es, offei^^ig for sale bad 
tort^oise-shell ornaments, bits of glass called by the names . 
of the precious stones pf the country, ^^ice, and all manner

    
 



6 POINT-DE GALLE.

of' trash besides. Certain things are pretty, such as 
baf^]«^it-boxes, cigar-cases, &c., made of a very strong 
t^hough fine grass, and coloi^ired in diffeir^int bright shades 
of red and yellow. This is called Kalkura work, and is 
supposed t^o be all made at a plaice of that name between 
Galle and Colombo. At Galle- may also be had very 
well-made furniture of ebony, beautifully carved, and 
inlaid with coli^ured woods in perfect tast^e. The best 
specimens, however, are not produced for those whom 
Don Simon, the largest furnitm^e-dealer in Galle, cha
racterizes as ‘those fools of pass’engers !' and the huck
sters and pedlars, who haunt every dwelling wherein 
victims may be found, provide themselves with the refuse 
only, of what the large dealers consider good enough 
for those who appear and vanish like figures in a magic 
lant^em.

The one drive, which it is deemed essential that 
everybody who remains an afternoon at Galle should 
take, is to Wakwella. This is a litt>le ‘ rest-house,’ about 
six or seven miles off, standing on rising ground, over
looking the Baddegam river, and the rich green plain 
through which it flows, bounded in the distance by hills, 
and showing valleys, groups of tr^ees, pictur^esque fore
ground, and, in short, every accessory required to render 
a view of the kind perfect. The drive itself is prett^y. 
On leaving the town, the road almost immedl<ately enters 
a thick coco;r--TLrt, grove. Cocoja^i^uts being the chief 
source of wealth to the inhabitants, the palms are care
fully cultivated, and present a far finer appearance than 
do those. in the neighbourhood of Bombay. Growing 
amongst thenT’lii^T'inahy areca-pahns, the most graceful

I ' I

    
 



The cinnamon gardens. I

of that graceful tiibe, with slender white stems, gleaming 
like pillars of the purest ivory, among' --the dark, drooping 
leaves around^. The highr'oads are of a rich, red colour, 
and are in admirable order'. By the roadside, under the 
shade of the coc(^ii^-^ut groves, axe, at very short inter
vals, picturesque cottages, surrounded by creepers and 
shrubs, bea^'ing brilliant blossoms. ‘Spicy breezeis’ is 
here no mere figure of speech. Outside the city, the 
air is laden with delicious perfume: only t^oo much so, 
for one cannot help fearing, that fever and malaria must 
lurk in the recesses of those dense groves, and amid 
that wild tangle of tropical loveliness. Small boys suc
ceeded each other in running beside the carriage, almost 
continuously from Galle to W&kwella, offei'ing for sale 
bunches of flowers, and" (so called) precious stones. When 
we reached the ‘ rest-house,’ those who had taken up the 
running for the last stage set to work to weave split 
coc(^ii--^i^^’b leaves into all sorts of curious and i^igenious 
little t^oy^s^. A good deal of imagination was necessary 
to enable one to perceive the resemblance ; but the 
cleverness and ingenuity with which the small fingers 
split the leaves, and twisted them into representations 
of birds fluttering inside a cage, or dangling like fish 
on a hook, were most remark^a^ble.

Another place, which it is deemed the duty of every 
one to visit, is ‘The Cinnamon Gardens.’ As gardens 
they are a delusii^n; but the drive to t^hem is prett^y, 
passing thi^ough the same kind of scenery as that on 
the way to Wak^wa^lla. Far more interesting as gardens, 
are those attached, to the house of a gentleman living in 
the immediate neightjour'l^ood. They are situated on

' **. ■

    
 



8 POINT DE GALLE.

the t^op of a high hill, so steep that the horse in our 
light American waggon seemed to find it almost insur
mountable, notwithstanding that we got out to relieve 
him. On the slope of the hill-side nut^meg-ti'ees were 
in full bearing. I had never before seen the fresh fruits, 
and had no idea of its beauty^. The tree itself is some- 
tilting like a young orange-tree, and the fruit externally 
resembles the nectar^ine, both in size' and colour. When 
cut the interior displays a greenish-yellow pulp, in the 
centre of which stands the deep, rich, brown-coloured 
stone, laced over with mace, which when fresh is of a 
brilliant crimson colour, instead of yellow. The nut^meg 
used as spice is a kernel, found inside the shiny brown 
st^one. There were also many cinnamon-'trees here; and 
the gardener assured us that three oils, viz. of cam-^hoir. 
of cloves, and of cinnamon, were all made from one and 
the self-same tree. Whether this is a tr-ue statement 
I had no oppoortuni'ty of ascertaining^. Near Wakwella 

' are large fields of ‘ lemo^i--^ia-SJ^,’ from which is extracted 
lemon-grass oil, said to he very eff^i^sacious for curing 
sprains, rheumat^ism, and similar ailments. The scent is 
powerful, and unpleasantly resembles bergamots.

During the four days we remained at Galle, we saw 
a good deal of the - co^mtry round, in the course of 
early morning and evening drives. The mornings were 
delightful, and we used to get out of the waggon, and 
wander into the jungle t^o gather bouquets of lovely 
flowers : Ixora, Gloriosa superba, Bignonia velutina, the 
fragrant Plumeria from which frangipanni is made, and 
many others. But in spite of the beauties of Galle, and 
the profusion of floral ti’easures to he found there, the

    
 



THE ‘ NORTHAM.' 9

climate is not pleasant to live in. It is always very ' 
damp, and remains at tlie same liot-house temperature 
throughout the year.

On the 22nd we were warned that our steamer 
would leave in the evening, the English, mail having 
arrived. About sunset we left the harbour, and com
menced our voyage to Melbourne ; and a very long, 
weary voyage it proved. Not all the civi^i^ity of the
captain, and ofS^icers could render* the ‘ Noi'tham ' any
thing but most uncomfortable. Neither could the con
fidence, which every one ought t^o have felt in t^he 
captain, prevent a certain amorunt of uneasiness being 
experienced by those who found t^hemselves on boai*d an 
old steamer, the engines of which had proved out of 

. order before she had left the harbour twenty-four* hour’s. 
This uneasiness was not lessened, _ when, later in the 
voyage, the weather was such that the following entries 
were made in the ship’s log,— ‘ Terrific gale '—* Heavy 
squalls'—‘Mountainous sea.’ So bad, indeed, was it, 
that the captain deemed it advisable, on approaching' 
the coasit of Austrrsblia, to lay-to for t^welve hours. I 
hope it may never again be my lot to undergo the same 
miser*y in such a sea, and when occupying one of the 
aftermost cabins. Two very small stern-cabins, in which 
the rattle of rudd^ei?-chains rendered sleep almost impos
sible, being all that we could hope should be given us 
to ourselves, and more than at first it seemed likely we 
should obtain^.

For such a long run as from Galle to King George’s 
Sound (3330 miles, wi-thout touching, or even sighting, 
land) we were obliged to carry 100 tons of coal on deck.

    
 



10 king geobge’s sound.

This - made everything horridly dii-ty, and also caused 
the vessel to he so low in the water, that we were un
able, even once, t^o have the ports open, notwithstanding 
the great heat of the first week. Our progress was very 
slow. The discharge-pipe of the engine, which had bu^'st 
.almost before we were well out of sight of Galle, was 
patched up, but burst again two days after. This hardly 
increased our mental comfort, when informed that we had 
run into the tail of a cyclone. Parad^oxical as it may 
appear, our only amusement was that of listening to the 
lugubrious anticipations of a melancholy man on bear’d, 
who was possessed with a fixed idea that every sea 
which washed over us would inevitably swamp the vessel. 
Under this 
wave came 
but saving 
tr^ied to lift 
out ; ’ and, 
sufferers, who was speaking of typjh^oons in the China 
Seas, ‘how, when a shijp’s going down, does she 
in order to be quite prepaired.!

The only break we had in the voyage was at King 
George’s Sound (Albany is the iiame of the little village, 
or t^own as.i't wishes to be considered), which we reached 
in sixteen days. It is a dreary, dismal-looking place, 
but it was such a relief t^o get out of our prison, if only 
for a short t^ime, that we were inclined to look upon it, 
and its inhabitants, wiith lenient eyes. The neat co'ttage 
bonnets and rosy faces of certain small cliddren we met, 
trotting along the road on their way from school, were 
refreshing .to those who had for some time seen nothing 

•* '

notion he, on one occasion, when a huge 
rushing aft, heroically regardless of aught 
the ship, darted to the lee-scuppers, and 
up one of the gratings ‘to let the water 
subsequently, asked one of his fellow-

    
 



convicts and natives. 11

but the sallow, wan faces, and dirty fruery, of the few 
children of English pa^’entage, who in India occupy a 
somewhat similar position in the social scale. There were 
gangs of evil-looking convicts at work on a road ; and 
in front of the hotel, near the landing^-pila^ce, many natives 
were lounging about, hoping to earn an easy shilling or 
sixpence by throwing the boomerang or jumping about, 
in what, for the benefi-t of the passengers, they call a ‘cor- 
roboree,’ i. e. the nat^ive dance ; to which, we were t^old by 
t^liose who knew, it bore as much resemblance as it did 
to a deux-temps valse ! A wret^ched-looking set of bei^rgs 
they were, clad in kangaroo-skins piled one over the 
other, with the heads and legs dangling in a ghastly sort 
of flings. Then' faces were smeared with oil and red 
ochre, and their hair matted and knotted. I never saw 
a more painfully degraded appearance than t^hese miser
able creatures presented.

We climbed to the top of a steep hill, behind t^he 
village, to g^ai^i as extensive a view as possible, of 
our halt^inigf-^jrl^a^ce on Australian ground^. But the
prospect was not cheerful. For the firs-t t^ime we beheld, 
in the distan^ce, the apparently int^er’minable fores-t of dull 
dead green, or rather greenish grey, gum-tr^ees, with 
which, before long, we were to become so familiar^. We 
found, however, that amongst the shrubs and ‘ scirub,’ 
thrrough which, in pr'eference t^o the beaten path, we 
clambered to the top'bf the hill, there were many curious 
plants entirely new to us ; and on returning to the vil
lage, we were shown a very perfect ‘ hortus siccus,’ 
containing some very strange, some very lovely, flowers. 
They had been cof^.ecited by a little old man, who, I

■ *0

    
 



12 A SAIL BLOWN AWAY.

believe; literally ‘ for his sins/ had here spent the greater 
portion o’f his life, and, being a good naturalist, had 
chiefly occupied himself in making collections of dried 
plants, skins of animals, and other curiosities, which he 
sent to all parts of the world. He was well known to 
all naturalists and the curators of museums in Australia, 
and by them acknowledged as the person to discover or 
entrap any rare plant or animal. Looking landwards 
from the top of the hill, a dreary prairie lay stretched at 
our feet, a fl^at of stunted und^er^w^ood, and waste sand. 
Seawards the view was rather less dismal, for the harbour 
itself is fine, and so land-locked, that it almost resembles 
a lake, wi'th the wliiltest of white sand edging the litt^le 
bays, and shining through the transparent water.

We required this refreshing run on shore to help 
us to contend against the miseries of the ensuing week. 
The temperature had become cold and raw, and the 
weather was very bad. One afternoon I was sitting at 
the head of t^he companion-j^iadder while all the rest of 
the passengers, who were well enough to be up at all, * 
were at dinner ; soon a loud report was heard, followed 
by a flapping sound ; and then a huny-scurry among 
the sailors announced the pleasing int^elligence that a 
sail had been blown away. A litt^le while after, I saw 
some sailors carrying a man forward, evidently much 
hurt^. This was one of the t^hr^ee steersmen ; he had 
been lifted comp].etely over the wheel, after which four 
men at a time were' considered necessary at the helm. 
Presently the captain came up, knd recommended my 
going below, as he had made up his mind t^o lay-to for 
the night, and thought that while the steamer was being

    
 



port Phillip heaps. 13

put about, tbe chances were i^r favour of ©ur shipping 
a good many seas, which proved to be the case. The 
waves continued to break over iihe deck aH through ^he 
night, dashing down into the cabin in a way that, even 
in remembiam^ce, is very unpleasan^^. Right glad, there
fore, Wei’e we when we awived at Port Phillip Seacds; 
and yet gladder when, after a long steam up t^re Yaiia- 
yajT’a rivei', in a dirty little steamer, with a thick drizzle 
coi^s^s^tly falling, and everything wet and muddy, we 
at last found ourselves in a eomf^irtable but very small 
room, in tbe * Port Phillip Club Hot^el,’ Melbourne^.
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CHAPTER I]^.

MELBOURNE.

I DO, not know whether, after visiting America, the 
manner of servants, shopkeepers, and persons generally 
in that rank of life in Austi’alia, would strike strangers 
as being so extremely free-and-easy, brusque, and inde
pendent, as it appeared to us, who had but just left a 
co^i^itry where a deferential, not to say obsequious, 
bearing prevails among the same classes. The patron
ising air of the waiter at our hotel, and his t^one, which 
seemed to imply, ‘ Where can you have lived not to 
know that?’—when we asked for information upon any 
subject:—was mos^ amusing. No less so was the con
descension of a young woman, who, on my inquiring for 
a workwoman, had been recommended by the head
chambermaid as a * young lady ’ who would do' all I 
required. Nobody, I imagine, could be found less like 
* a young lady ’ than this impudent^, wild, Irish girl, who, 
with her deft Irish fingers, seemed to have discovered 
in Melbourne * El Dorado.’ Having but few warm clothes' 
wi.th us, I set to work the day after our arrival to pro
cure some, and suggested to this young woman that she 
should go to one of tlie large shops near and bring me

    
 



TOOlRxVK. 15

some warm cloaks, and wooHen patterns to look at. This 
suggestion she met by a proposal, t^iat I should put on 
my bonnet, and under her guidance go myself to the 
shop, as Mr. Wha^t-^e^vc^i-^his-name-was would he sure to 
produce the best of his goods for any orws intioduced by 
her ! On f^;ndiag that I did not approve of this measure,' 
she then proposed .-^hat I should -put on her cloak, to see 
how it became me, as, if it f^-tted, I ‘might have one . 
made 'just like it!’ , ‘

The day after our arrival my father went to Toorak, 
about four and a half miles from Melbourne, to pay his 
respects to Sir Charles Darling, at that tune Governor 
of Victoria, and an old friend. He im.mediately invited 
us to come and stay at Government House. This we 
were only too glad to do, remaining there for nearly 
t^wo months, and, thanks to Iris and Lady Darling’s kind 
hospi-tality, making Toorak our head-quarters all the 
t^ime we were in the county.

How small the world is, and how few the inhabi'tants 
thereof! We had not been twenty-four hours in Mel
bourne before my father had met three old acquaintances, 
by chance, in the streets. One of these was the manager 
of the Oriental Bank, who invited us to visiit the bank 
some day when they would be melting gold, though 
systematic people might consider our doing so as be
ginning at the conclusion of the- subjects. I presume that 
much tlie same process is used ' in the actual fusing of all 
metals. The gold-dust is put into small fire-clay pots, 
which are placed in a' furious df^mace. The gold soon 
becomes well fused, and powdered borax is thrown in to 
coUec-t all the dross, which then rises to the surface; on

    
 



16 MELBOURNE.

ground beef-bones being added, it becomes quite thick, 
and is easily drawn out. Tbe molten gold (which is as 
beautiful as the skies that are so often likened to it) 
is then poured inl^o iron moulds, varying in size accoirding 
to the amount .and quality of the gold. They are very 
particular in keeping each kind separatee. Those we saw 
were about four inches long by two and a half inches 
wide, and one inch deep, and contained metal for about 
t^w^o hundred sovereigns. When the gold has stood for 
a few seconds, it is turned out of the mould., and the 
block is plunged into sulphuric acid. In a few minutes 
it is taken out, stamped ‘ Oriental Bank,’ and whatever 
its number may be, and then a small piece is scooped 
off and put aside, with the number of the block att^ached 
to it, until the day for assaying t^lie gold, when all these 
samples are produced, and most carefully assayed. I do 
not know what Brahmins would do were they aware that 
beef-bones are used in gold--^(^llti^n?; whether they would 
consider, as many who are not Brahmins appear to do, 
that gold purifies everything;. All refuse from the gold- 
melting, and every vessel in which any process connected 
with it has been carried on, are carefully preselved^. 
When a certain quantity has been collected, all is broken 
up, ground in mills with sand and ashes, and put thuough 
the same process of washing as the virgin gold. ' To show 
how much metal remains in the refuse, and works its 
way into the clay vessels, &c., we were told that, after 
this process had been thri^ce repeated, enough gold still 

_ remains in the clay and sand to make it worth buying,
at 401. per ton, for shipment to England, where, by the 
aid of finer machinery than is available in Australia, suf>
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gold is extracted to repay the pui’chasei*. The dust 
of the best and purest gold is so fine, that it will floa.t 
on water. While being washed, much of t^he valuable 
gold would he lost, unless great care were taken not to 
l^lnoiw away as refuse any sand or mud which had not 
been subjected to the most careful and minute inspection. 
This wks not known, or thought of, in the early days of 
gold-dijggung; and at Castlemaine, a town a few hours 
by rail from Melbourne, and one of the richest gold-fields 
in Austr^a^lia, the Chinamen used to extract large quan
tities of gold from the sweeping’s of the streets and 
dust^-heaps. This is now forbidden by Government. At 
Sandhurst, another very rich gold-field, farther off, but 
still in Victoria, houses were actually being pulled down, 
that the ‘tailingss’ (as the refuse from gold-washing is 
called), upon which the houses were built, ..m^ight be dug 
out, and the large quantity of gold contained in them 
extracted. The scales, in which the gold is weighed, are 
so delicate, that some of them are kept under glass cases, 
which allow only the lever to pass through, lest the 
assayist’s breathing should disturb the air, and affec't the 
balance.

Melbourne is a wonderful ci'ty for its age. When 
passing t^h^iough its wide streets, and seeing’ the public 
buildings and instit^utiions, large houses and shops with 
plate - g’lasis' windows, it seems scarcely credible, that 
in 1839 the whole space was a dreary swamp. At 
that time, the few settlers and Government servants 
used to shoot snipe and wild duck over the ground 
upon which the ci^y now stands. It was bought fi-'ora. 
the aborigines for two blankets and a bottle of whisky.

- - ' c '

    
 



18 MELDOURNE.

The city is built on the plan generally adopted in the 
United Stai^es^. The hOuses are built in square blocks, 
and all the streets, conseq-ue'utly, run at right angjles. 
This gives a neat, though foi'mal and unpicturesque ap
pearance, and has the advantage of rendering it very 
easy t^o find the way, when the general direction and 
position of the principal streets are once known. One 
indicat^ion of t;he rapidity of its growth appeal's in tlie 
method of draining the streets. In such a ‘go-ahee^d’ 
region as t^his, the time and labour necessary to make 
underground drains could be profi^tably employed in so 
many other ways, and could produce so much more effect, 
that such unimpoj?tant matters seem to have been left 
for the consi^dei’ation of future municipalities, who might 
be anxious to distinguish themselves by improvements 
and adornments when Melbourne shall have become an 
old citye At present, t^he drains on either side of th^e 
streets are simply deep, open, paved ditches, which tra
verse the streets at the end of each block of houses. A 
small bridge is built over th^em for foo-it-passeng^ens. 
But when driving, the crossing’ is a trial to the nerves, if 
in a ‘jingle’ (as the light, high, hack-carriages, resem
bling Irish cars, are called), and to the springs, if in a 

' carriagfe, .
There was, at this time, no Goverrament House, pro

perly so called, at Melbourne^. It was in contemplation 
to erect one on a. site adjoining the Botanical Gardens. , 
The latter promise to be among the finest in the world, 
and the building, to judge from models and designs which 
we. saw, will be a gr^nd palace. The gardens are under 
the charge of Dr. < Muller, a gentleman who, in acknow-

»
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lodgment of his botanical researches and discoveries, has 
received orders from every crowned head in Eui’ope ; and 
who is well known to most scientific and learned societies^. 
The climate ' of Australia is part^icularly favourable to 
horticulture, and no trouble is spared in making the 
gardens perfects. ,

Toorak, where Sir Charles Darling Jived, is a com
fortable house for a private gentleman’s residence, but 
by no means suited, at such a place as Melbourne, for a 
Government H^ous^e^. It stands in its own grounds, a 
litt^le off the highroad to the Dandenong lulls. This 
road, like nearly all those round Melbourne, is broad, 
well made, and almost perfectly straights. It rises con-' 
siderably towards Toor,ak, and looks like a gigantic 
staircas^e; being a succession of short hills and levels, 
alternat^ely, t^ill it reaches the highest point, whence it 
descends in the same manner’. At t^re time we arrived 
(about mid-winter), t^he unmade roads were perfect for 
riding, the light, sandy Soil, having been suflitci^irtly 
moistened by autumn rain to be firm, without being hard.

The English, yet essentially un-English, feeling one 
has in Australia, is curious, and quite indescribable. 
Looking at the little church at Toorak, from the garden 
of Government House, beyond which slope gr^eje^n^- mea
dows, bordered by trees not strikingly foreign, as many 
are, one might fancy oneself in England. But the clear, 
transparent atmosphere,. strange plant^s, pat^ches of bril
liant flowers in the meadows, and, above all, the peculiar 
scent of the gum-trees, make one feel, that in spite of 
English faces, and English voices around, one is indeed 
far away from the ‘ aukl, auld coun^Jbrp...’
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We .spent t^wo long days in visiting ‘the lioins’ of 
the city^. The Pai'liament House is not of part^icular 
beauty externally; but the Council Chamber, the chamber 
where the House of Assembly meets, and the library, 
ai'e all fine rooms, handsomely decorated and well ar
ranged. The day .we were there, the Governor went in 
.state to sign his as.sent to various bills which had passed 
in both houses. The ‘ state ’ kept up by a Colonial 
Governor here is very litt^l^e, indeed, compared with that 
in Eastern lands. It consists principally in his one 
A. D. C. appearing in uniform, which is not considered 
necessary on ordinary occasions.*^ There is an excellent 
public library in Melbourne, which, as do almost all the 
public institut^i^ons thei’e, owes jts excellence chiefly to 
the exertions of one of the High CornTt judg^e^s. He had 
ti^a^velled much, and seen a good deal of the world, and 
was anxious that Melbourne, over the site of which he 
used, a3 a young mail, to shoot snipe, should not be be
hind bther cities of its age, whether in Australia or 
elsewhere. The library is a fine building externally. The 
rooms on the ground^-^floor are devoted to models of sculp
ture, and a good collection of. china, glass, and other 
works of art, arranged much on the plan of the South 
Kensington Museum. Up.stairs is the librtarp: a large, 
lofty apartment, lighted from above, with rows of tables

* It may interest some persons to know, that to become a member 
of the Legislative Council a man must himself possess 5000/., and 
can be voted for only by those possessed of 1000/. For the Hou.se of 
Assembly a man must belong (by a fixed term of life spent there) to 
the Colony, and possess in the Colony actual property to the amount of 
100/. All men of age'liave a vote.
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and benches down the whole length of it. The middle 
of the room is curtained round, to form the ‘ Ladies 
Reading-room,’ and the whole place is comfoi-table, warm, 
and lights. In the Trustees’ room are kept, as being too 
valuable to remain in the pul)l^i^c^-ioom, an admirable col
lection of prints and photographs, all the publications of 
the Arundel Society, and a valuable collection of pre
sentation works. Any one may see these on application 
to the librarian. In ' the same building is the nucleus of 
a picture--^^iall(^i’ry; very sm’all at present, but the few 
pictures there are, are good. ’ *

The University is another fine public buildiing; but 
att^ached to it, and within its grounds, is a museum, 
built^, unfoi’tunately, in the worst possible taste, being of 
the class familiarly described as * Cockney Gothic.’ The 
collections within are, however, beaut^iful. The Professor 
of Natural Science, who accompanied us through the 
rooms, appeared to devote his whole life to the work of 
arranging and classifying. He was in a state borderi^ig 
on perfect felicity at having lately set up a group of 
three gori^^^s—a male, a female, and a young one—the 
skins of which had been sent to him from Africa^. They 
were the largest specimens possessed by any museum in 
the world ; the male being a foot higher than the tallest 
described by Hu. Chaillu.

Colleges are eventually to be erected in t^he University 
grounds. They here follow a wise plan as. regards their 
public building's ; viz., making the design and laying the 
foundations for such a building as will be necessary when 
the city becomes larger and more populous, but only 
finishing a portion for present use. They thus save time
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and money now, and obviate the necessiity for pullLng 
down and entirely rebuilding at a future thne. The 
present University is complete in itself, and has all the 
appearance of a finished struct^uie^.

There is a very fine club, which our friend, the ener
getic judge, regarded as another child of his own. He 
took us all over it, from the kitchens to the roof. From 
t^he latter we had a view of the whole city, and could 
see its plan, which resembles a chess-board. On enter
ing the kitchen he was immediately atta^cked by the 
voluble French cook, and made to listen to an unmeasured 
denunciation of ‘ ce guezux de garfon, the b'ut^cher, or 
butcher’s boy, who had sent him a kangaroo-tail for the 
soup when he had ordered an o.x-tail.—N.B. Kangaroo
tail soup is by no means to be despised, and steaks from 
some of the smaller kinds of kangaroo are considered 
great delicacies.

Various places for out-door public amuseme:nt are 
being laid out in and around the city. Amongst these, 
are the Botanical .Gardens, which I have already men
tioned ; the gardens of the Acclimatisation Socii^ejy; and 
a large plot of ground, called the Boyal Park, which 
adjoins a very large cemetery^.

There are several theat^re^s. We went now and then 
to hear particular pieces, or when the Governor was asked 
to be' present, and were quite surprised at finding the 
houses so larg^e, and the acting so good.

One soon discovers here the fallacy of the notion, 
that the nature of the Anglo-Saxon race is to ‘ take their 
pleasure sadly,’ as old Froissart has it, and that they are 
incapable of enjoying simple, out-of-door holiday-making,
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unless it includes riot and debauchery. I believe this to 
be entirely owing to the climate of damp, dull, foggy, 
old England, and not to the nature of the people. 
Here, under the influence of a bright, clear sky, and in 
the crisp, dry aii*, the ‘ people ' are quite as ready as any 
foreigners to find enjoyment in spending a day with 
wives, and cliild^-en, and friends, in the open air by the 
sea-shore, or in the fields and meadows. The strictness 
with which they hold to t^heir Saturday’s holiday and 
Wednesday’s ha^lf-holiday, is a proof of t^hii^. On these 
days the shops are deserted, shut up, or left to the cha^-ge 
of an errand-boy, or maid-of-all-work. Thei^" owners, 
meanwhile, flock out to some place of gat^^ering, taking 
then provisions with t^hem, and apparently enjoy their 
quiet, periodical holiday quite as much as the children 
l^h^emselves.

We were very glad that we arrived in tune t^o be 
present at the festivities on the Queen’s birt^hday, which 
is celebrated here with due loyality and ceremony. In 
the moi-ning' t^he Governor reviewed the Volunteers, who 
then formed the standing army. All the English t^roops, 
with the exception of one small battery of artillery, had 
been sent to the seat of war in New Zealand. The 
Volunteers mustered 2500, and went t^hrough their man- 
reuvres in a creditable mannei. In the afternoon Jlis 
Ex^cellency held a levcO, in a buildi^ng' which was ori
ginally erected for the purpose of displaying the art^icles 
sent from Victoria to the English Exhibit^ion of 1862. 
Ladies were allowed to look on from the gallery, .and- a 
m.ost amusing scene it was. The Governor stood on a 
slightly raised dais, alnd the A. D. Ch ]pir^i^(^]^^ed each in-
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dividual, who, as he came up, made his bow. The.se 
bows in variety and grotesqueness were unparalleled, 
and but rarely bore a resemblance to anything one had 
ever seen before. The costumes, t^oo, .were not the least 
entertaining part of the show. Some appeared in rough 
shooting-jackets, hob-nailed boots, and no gloves ; some 
in ordinary morning cositume ; and others, in swallow
tailed coats, wliite ties, and white gloves ; but one and 
all looked amusingly uncomfortab^:^€^.

The ‘Birthday Ball,’ given by the Governor, is sup
posed to take place the same evening ; but, as the 
Exhibition building was the only one adapted to the 
purpose, there was not time after the levde to make the 
necessary preparat^ions. It took, place, t^heie^fore, a few 
days later ; and I should think, that in Australia alone, 
and even there only on such an occasion as t^his, could a 
similar scene have been witnessed. Everybody who has 
inscribed his name in the visiting-book at Government 
House*, is, as a matter of course, invited to these balls.

The Governor, Lady Darling, and party, arrived at 
the ’building about 9.30, and took t^heir place under the 
alcove, at the end of the room. Before dancing com
menced, every one passed in front of thiem, making their 
bows and curtseys, or what did duty for the same. 
Sometimes a whole family would pass like a class of 
school children,—holding each other’s hands, t^umbling 
over each other’s heels, giggling, and turning their heads 
away from the t^lu^one where Her Majesty was repre
sented. Even .the nods they gave in passing, were 
directed to the other end of the room. It is difficult to 
describe the peculi<al’i<by of' some of the dressetJ. The style,
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apparently intended to represent ‘elegance and simplicity,’ 
consisted in many cases of a thick, dark-coloured, de- 
collatec linsey-w^oolsey, made in the most antique fashion, 
hardly t^ouching the ground, and t^iimmed with light
coloured satin ribbon. Those who appeared, on the other 
hand, to have determined upon spending an extravagant 
sum in honour of the occasion, adopted another fashit^n; 
that of putting on several distinct dresses, one over 
the other'. I took particular note of one of these cos
tumes, worn by a small woman, who had managed to 
heap upon herself the contents of an ordinary mdl^ier’s 
show-room. While standi^ig still her dress appeared to 
be white net, worked in coloured silk, over a handsome 
blue silk t^ri^mmed with Jace ; but when she began dancing 
she held these up, after the manner of a person crossing 
a muddy street, and displayed a white lace dress, and 
under that, another complete dress of pink moire-antiques, 
with deep lace floi^mc(^.s! The coojf'ures were no less 
marvellous than the dresses. Flowers were worn ad lib., 
many of which looked as if they had been bought at the 
grocer’s, as they exactly resembled the little wreaths 
sold there for putting round candles. A •fa'^^i^mr^t-e style 
seemed to be, the disposal of about a dozen of t^hese 
little bunches, in a kind of crown, round the head. The 
bunches were connected by means of a heavy gold or 
silver cord, or a thick cable-chain of jet, or some com
position which resembled. Egyptian alabaster^. The crown 
was in mos^t instances chained to another litt^le wreath 
or t^wo), worn epaulette-wise on the shoulder'.

As between one and t^wo thousand persons were 
assembled in this rather small building dancing might
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have been thought an impossibility^. The floor, moreover, 
was no better than might be expected in the place where 
cattle and agricul-tura! shows, as well as balls, were held. 
But, notwithstanding t^h^ese drawbacks, the dancing was 
kept up all night wi-th right good will.

Supper was laid in the gallery, but not half the 
persons present could be accomi^c^i^^tated t^lieie. A great 
rush consequeiotly took place to be among the fi^^'st 
admiitted ; not only on accomit of the supper itself, but 
for the sake of hearing the Governor’s speech on pro
posing Her Majesty’s health. My father was following
close to the Governor, wi-th the lady assigned to his 
charge. A couple of fat old women, who were wan
dering about, espied him, and one of them exclai.mi^ng, 
‘ Here’s some on ’em going up ! come _ along, come aloing! 
let’s get in too!’ hooked herself and her friend on to his 
disengaged arm. So dense was the crowd, that he found 
it impossible to get rid of thie^mL

The following anecdote, given me by a lady some 
time afterwards, may show the kind of people who are 
present at this Birthday Ball. The gentleman with 
whom my friend was dancing a quadrille, trod upon the 
dress of a lady in the next- set, who, t^uraing round, 

. exclaimed, in an audible and angry voice, ‘ Ah, la! there 
go my getheers!’ Brilliancy of complexion was almost 
universal, and there were a few extremely handsome 
faces among those presents.
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CHAPTER II]..

BALLARAT.

Soon after this we paid a visit to Ballarat, the great 
mining town of Victoria. We stopped on our way at 
Geelong, a small seaside wateii^ng^-pla^ce, about tovo hours 
by rail from Melbourne. The view of the coast is pretty, 
but there is very little of interest in the t^own. A 
Botanical Garden hftc* been commenced, and had made 
wonderful progress, considering how short a time pre
viously the whole was ‘bush.' Two hours more by rail 
took us to Ballarat, where we found the most comfoirtable 
hotel we met with in the, country^.

The morning after our arrival was sleety, and miser
ably raw and cold. They say, that if there is a possi
bility of rain falling anywhere, it is sure to do, so at 
Ballarat. We had brought a letter to the warden of the 
county, who, with his wife, called soon after breakfasts. 
He was unable to go with us to the mines, but she 
kindly accoim^sanied us. We went first to the ‘Unit^tjd, 
Great. Extended, Band-of-Hope Gold Mine,’ which is the 
largest of the alluvial mines. Such a dirty place ! every
thing and everybody were coated with mud. We first 
inspected the washing process, which goes on above 
ground. The ‘dulb’„as the mud wlien brought up from
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the mine is called) comes up the shaft in little square 
waggons, and is put into huge wooden tubs (‘puddling 
machines ’), in each of which is fixed what I can best 
describe as a wheel of rakes, which stirs the mud round 
and round, whilst water, co:n.s'tantly pouring over it, 
washes away the sand and clay. A man stands in the 
tub, forking out the large stones. So it goes on, until 
the ‘ di'rt ' has all been mixed with water, and stiiT;ed 
and stirr^ed, till the gold has entirely separated from it 
and fallen to the bott^om, while the refuse has been 
washed away with the waste waters There are many 
diffeirent modes of extracting the gold, but all on the 
same principle ; water being perpetually made to run over 
and through the matter in which the gold is, whether 
crushed quartz or alluvial soil, washing it* away and 
leaving the gold behind. Some of the machines are long, 
square, wooden pipes, with, as it were, steps in them, at 
the corners of which the gold collects. Other's, again, 
are only enlarged cradles, i. e. boxes with a rounded 
bott^om, in which the mud is put, and then rocked back
wards and forwards, like a cottage cradl^e. The Chinese 
make' use of the latter kind alm.o.st exclusively^.

We were then taken into the manager’s room to be 
equipped for a descent into the mine, and reappeared 
completely disguised. We were put into enormous boots, 
long Macintosh coats, with huge collars sticking up all 
round, our handker’cjhi^efs were tied over our ears, and 
regular ‘ sou’-westers ’ put over tliem. The result being, 
that only the ends of our noses were left visible ! By very 
close packing, the manager of the mine, another man, 
and I, contrived to squeeze into one of the little wag-

    
 



DESCENT INTO A MINE. 29

guns, which had just brought up a load of mud, and were 
tiumdled on to the ‘ drop ' at the mouth of the shaft. 
My father and one of the directors got into another', and 
we were lowered four hundred feet^. Before very long 
we found how indispensable were our boots, Macintoshes, 
and sqn’-west^eis^. As soon as we arrived at the level of 
the river, and all the way below that, we were in a 
regular shower-bath, which, on arriving at the bott^om, 
we found turned into a mud-bath. The manager, an im
mensely t^all, powerful Scotchman, t^ook charge of me, 

lifting me in and ■ out of the waggons as if I had been 
a baby. Apparently he forgot that I was not; • for, what 
with his height and mine, the top of my head suffered 
considerably^, from the wooden beams which supported 
the gallery. He put me at first on a plank laid across 
one of the waggons, as being somewhat less dirty thiui" 
the mud-lined inside, and gave me a large tallow candle 
to carry, to show when a very low beam had to be passed 
under, or when the deepesit pitfalls were to be crossed. 
He pushed me along, and we went comfoi^f^ably enough 
for a certain dista^nce. Sometimes t.»ie pressure upon the
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beams supporting the sides and roof' of the gallery was 
so great, that we had to crouch down as low as possible 
to get under th^e^m. Presently I saw some waggons 
standing on the line in front, and told my friend of it^, 
suggesting at the same ^t^ime that we should stop. But 
he, manlike, seemed to t^hink that I, womanlike, saw, or 
imagined I saw, danger where there was none, and in
sisted, in spite of my assurances, that the waggons were 
on the other line. He soon, however, awoke to the truth 
of my statement, when, with a great crash, we .ran into 
them, and he saw me roll over into a deep hole full of 
mud! After this, as my condition could hardly be made 
more deplorable, he put me altogether inside the muddy 
little waggon.

At the .end of the first ‘lead’ they had just opened 
out a very rich bed of gold, and by stirring the mud 
about we could see the grains, which seldom happens in 
alluvial beds. In private mines the owner’s are generous, 
and if visitors go down generally give them a nugget, 
or some little bits of gold, to take away with th^eim. But 
‘ Companies ’ do not, and those in the employ of ‘ Com
panies ' must not, do so. We went thi’oug’h t^wo or thiree 
galleries, 'but they were all the same—very dirty, some
what warm, and very dark. On returning to.the surfa^ce, 
the light revealed us to each other in a mos'tjLimecognis- 
able condition of mud and wet. But there was a good 
fire in the manager’s r^oom, wine and biscuits were on 
the ta^ble, and we were quite dry and com:fo]^’tahle in half- 
an-hour, by which tim.e the day’s gold was brought in to 
be cleaned and weighed. The cleansing proces.s is very 
simple. The gold dust is placed in^. a shallow pan and

•A
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heat^ed. The pan is then shaken, and the particles of 
mica, pyrites, &c. are blown away, as when a man nubs 
wheat in his hand and blows away the chaff. The day's 
work had been very successful, the amount of gold being 
188 oz. G dwts., and its average value il. per ounces.

We were i^old that many of thiose working in the 
mine were shareholders, and vei'y rich men. From our 
own experience we learnt how much truth there was in 
the almost incredible stories one used to hear of miners 
and miners' wives in the fi^rst days of gold-digging^. Very 
few of these men have the slightest idea of the value of 
money, or of how to spend' it. They live on in their 
little wooden houses, treat their friends to ‘ nobblers ' 
(i. e. glasses of spirit^s) on every possible occasion, and 
when they go down to the nearest town, they buy the 
most expensive dresses for their wives that they can find. 
But-the fortunes which they gain are so larg^e, that how
ever extravagant their expenditure on th^ese items, it 
does not sensibly dimmish the gwand total. Very few 
of them have any higher idea of the pleasure, or the 
advanta^g’es, or even of the comfoirt-s to be attained by the 
possession of wealth. Many of those who can o^rrnt 
their money by th^ousands, live on in the same litt^le 
shanties which they erected on f^:rst coming t^o the ' 
diggings. I heard some amusing anecdotes illustrating 
the above characterist^^ics. One gentleman told me, that 
on arriving at a port in Austi^a^lia, and finding no one 
"vlro looked li^ce a porter by profession to _ take his poi^t- 
manteau to the hotel, he said to a rough-looking man, 
"vlio was standing on the wharf, with his hands in his 
pockets, ‘ Her^e, my ipan ; if you Tl take t^his up t^o the
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hotel for me, I’ll give you lialf-a-crown.’ The man 
scowled at him, t^ook a couple of sovereigns out of his 
pocket, threw them, into the sea, turned away without a , 
word, and marched off, with the most contemptuous ex
pression on his countenance ! Another gentleman told 
me that, in the early days of gold-digging, a relation of 
liis, went into a shop where the wife of the t^hen 
Governor of Victoria was buying some silk. A miner 
was standing near, waiting for the shopman, who was 
attending upon her, to be disengaged. The shopman 
.was pestering her to take a few more yards of silk 
than she wanted, offering it at a reduced price, and going-’ 
t^hiough the routine usual on such occasions. The miner, 
at last, growing impatient of the delay,, exclaimed, ‘ There, 
there, put it up for her; pool' woman, she- can’t afford 
to buy it—I ’ll give it heir; put it up and have done 
wiith it! ’ ' This same relation of my informant was on 
another occasion in a steamer wiith , a number of these 
miners. At dinner-time he ordered the steward to bring 
him a pint of sherry, and upon being told that there 
were only quarts on board, said he. would go without 
any. One of the miners hearing this, shouted to the 
steward, ‘ Here, you ! bring me a bucket of 'champagne ’ 
—the steward (naturally) stared — ‘ Did you hear me ; 
bring a bucket of champagne ! you have a bucket bn 
board, l suppose V A ship’s bucket was produced, and 
bottle after bottle of champagne poured in, until it was 
filled. Then t^ur^ning to the poor man who wouldn’t go t^o 
the expense of a quart of sherry, the miner said, ‘Now, i 
then, mate, you can’t afford a quart o’ sherry, dip in 
your glass, 111 give, you champi^a^i^^!’ Champagne, by
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tslie way, is a beverage, excellence of which these 
good people can by no means co^npi^'ehend as compared 
with whisky or brandy^. Shopkeepers must rejoice i^o do 
business with them, for they have no notion of the real 
value of anything^, valuing it only acco^i’ding t^o what 
t^hey have .paid for it^ Thus, often, when a man goes 
into one of the large linendrapers’, and desires to see the 
handsomest silk or satin dress' they can show him, the 
shopman will bring him one for 251. or 30Z., which the 
buyer thinks far t^oo litt^^le, and will ask if they have not 
S^i^e^l^l^iing for 501. or 60l. If one of the very same kind 
and quality be brought with the higher price affixed, he 
will take it, and go away delighted at being able t^o say 
how much his wife’s dress cost, and that he had told the 
shopman to give him t^ln? handsomes-t in the shop. Even 

.among ‘more educated people, t^o- value every person and^. 
everything by its woirth in money is distressingly com
mon ! Often,, if one remarked upon or admired anything ' 
in a house;—a piece of furniture or a pictuie, for instance 
—the answer wouild be, ‘Yes, I t^hink it is pretty ; and 
it cost so and so :’ or, ‘Well, I don’t much^- admire it ; it 
didn’t cost more than so much and just the same with 
people, ‘ Don’t you think Miss So-and-So very pretty V' 
‘No, I don’t think I admire her very much.’ ‘Don’t 
you ? why she has so many thousand pounds of her own ! ’ 
These rough miners are, however, * very good-;natured, 
hospitable, and generous beyond anything. They give a 
great deal in chariity ; and if a ‘ mate,’ or ‘ chum,’ or his 
family happen to be in need, they are sure to receive 
most hearty and substantial help. • '

The same aftern^oon we went to see the largest ' quartz
' D
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mine, called t^he ‘ Blaclk-IIill Mine.' A large portion 
of the hill ha.g been cut away, and now the work is car
ried on in tunnels, whence the. quartz is quarried, and 
brought down to the foot of the hill, where the quartz
crushing machines are established. The quartz is crushed 
by ‘stampers,' i.e., a row of very large iron bars, with 
wrought steel heads. These are raised by machinery, 
and brouglrt down with great force upon iron blocks, on 
to which the quartz is continuously pushed by machinery. 
Each set of stampers stands in a wooden box, f^^ted with 
sti^a^iners, and thiough which water is perpetually run
ning. At the outlet of these are other boxes, in which 
quicksilver is placed to collect the gold, which escapes 
from the fi^-st strainer. The dust, which is the finest 
and purest gold, is caught on blankets lining the wooden 
pipes, through which the water finally runs to waste.. 
The noise of the stampers is deafening, which is not to 

' be wondered at, the quartz being so com^pletely pulverized, 
as to be turned into yellowish mud, of a pea-soup colour 
and consistency, in which form everything except the 
gold is carried away^.

Ballarat is certainly t^o be admired for its fine wide 
'streets, public buildings, instit^uiiions, shops, and churches, 
considering the shoiTt time it has been in existence ; but 
who could describe the bleak desolation of t^he country 
round ? Not a green thing to be seen, nothing but heaps 
upon heaps of ‘ tailings.'* Here and there a few stunted

* The refuse .of either or quartz mines, in which the indus
trious, persevering patience of the Chinese, still find enough gold to 
make it worth while to establish their own little ‘ cradles,’ or ‘ puddliug 
machines,' which are dotted abo'ut all"over the place.
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gum-trees appear, which are never green, aud only add 
to the dismal sterility^. And here and t^here rise ' the 
chimneys and buildings of some of the large ‘ Company ’’ 
mines, looki^ig gvim, and ghastly, and ruinous. Every- 
t^hing is of a dull yellowish white, or leaden colour, and 
seen beneath a grey snow-laden sky, in mid-winter, the 
effect was more depressing than I can describe.

The next day we were lionized over the t^own it^s^elf. 
The Benevolent Asylum pleased us much. Destitut^e, 
aged, and sick people, t^hiose suffering from chronic dis
orders, orphan and deserted children, are all admiitted 
here, and are fed, clothed, nursed, and taught^. It is a 
very fine buil^dir^g-, and the whole of the internal arrange
ments seem admirable. There is a good garden, a daiiy, 
and a laundry, which give occupjation to many, who, 
though sufifeiriug from incurhble disoi'der-s, are well enough 
to do a litt^le occa:sional work ; also to t^^;iose children for 
whom situat^i^ons have not been found at the age when it 
is intended they should leave the instit^utiion. The hos
pital, t^oo, is a fine building, and well managed. With 
so many workpeople, accidents are of cor^isliant occurrence 
in the gold-^i^ll^s; but companies, as well as private 
miners, are very liberal in their supports* of the hospita^ls. ■ 
There is a rather fine Roman Catholic Church, and also a 
Mechanics' Institute!, where are good reading-i'ooms for 
the subscribers, and a large room for meetings and 
concerts.

Afx^ut twenty miles from Ballarat are some lakes, 
which are worth seeing. The mud of the unmade roads 
impeded our progress very mudi; but our carriage (a 
‘ carryall,' as are named the light, large-wheeled vehicles

■ -0
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somewhiat resembling American waggons, which are 
much used hereabouts) being light, and the horses good, 
in course of ^ime, we arrived. Burrumbee't the larger 
lake, is almoslt an inland sea, and t^hough it was bitterly 
cold, the day was otherwise favourable for seeing the 
views, the clouds making beautiful varieties of light and 
shade on the pretty slopes surrounding the lake. Lear- 
mouth, the other lake, is not nearly so large, being only 

. about five miles round. It has a village of some size 
on its banks, and the views on t^he road to it are pretty. 
A great deal of the land t^h^ereabout belongs to a Mr. 
Learmouth, whence its name. There are immense num
bers of kangar^oo on his property, against which a war 
of extermination is waged, as, in the consumption of 
grass, one kangai’oo is reckoned equal to three sheep. 
Mr. Learmouth told us, that that season they had killed 
3000, but on the whole estate there were supposed to 
be more than 7000. On one of the farms a horse had 
been taught to skin them! This seems incredible, as 
Mr. Learmoiuth himself considered it, until he was taken 
to witness the performance. The body of the kang^Eu^oo" 
was tiied up, the horse caught hold of the skin with his 
teeth, and very farely tore it! Kangai^oo leather is much 
used; it is durable, soft, and elastic, and makes capital 
shoe-leather, besides being put to almoslt every other 
purpose to which leather can be applied.

The roads about Ballarat are unmade, though marked 
out and fenced. They are perfectly straight, and at 
right angles with each other, which is even more mono-, 
tonous and less , pleasing to the eye in the country than 
in a t^own. Being unmade, they are extr^emely heavy
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after rain, though in the worrit places, a few hundred 
yar’ds are metalled, so as to keep th^em passable. They 
are all very wide, and will doubtless ere long be fine 
macadamized i^oads.

When returning to Melbourne we saw the country 
just , outside Ballarat, which had been hidden by night 
when we arrived. It is very pretty, comple-te ‘bush,’ 
but with, here and ^t^liere, sloping glades of green grass, 
and picturesque, groups of the much-abused gum-tree, 
really looking graceful and pretty, while yet t^oo young 
t^o have attained the hideous, straggling^, untidy appea^-- 
ance of the older t^re^es. The bark of the latter hangs 
in strips, in a helpless kind of way round the trunk, or 
blows backwards and forwards, still more helplessly, as 
the wind pleases. Every now and then, behind i^liese, 
appeared glimpses of the bluest of blue distances—such 
a colour as I have seen nowhere but in the clear atmo
sphere of Austr’alia. This only lasted a shoi-t distance, 
and we then ret^urned l^o the flat, dull plains, with their 
straight, uninteresting fences, and hungry^-looking sheep.

Two days after our return we set off for Sandhurst, 
originally Bendigo, another gold-field, about four hours 
by rail from Melbour'ne. There is a rather steep though 
short incline, carrying the line over a spur of Mount 
Macedon, after which it runs through the gold country^. 
Here, as round Ballarat, the scenery is des-titute of any 
approach to beauty. .

Sandhurst is a regular * digger-icii^^,’ and a very 
‘rowdjr’ place. There was but one hotel, to which, we 
had been t^old, it would be possible for us to go. When 
we arrived there the master insisted upon knowing our 

'c

    
 



. 38 SANDHUR^ST.

names before he would admiit us, I don’-t suppose he 
was much the wiser when h.e heard them, but he then 
condesce^nded to take us in; We found the only rooms 
disengaged were t^hr^ee, en suite, with the sitt^i^ng^-ioom at 
the-further end, the inconvenience of which is obvious. 
There being no others we took them, and could have, put 
up with the ' inconvenience had there been any civility, 
or any attempt at cleanliness, on the part of the people 
of the house. There was neither, and very uncomfont- 
able we should have been had not a gentleman, to whom 
we had brought an introduct^i^on, kindly taken us to dine 
and spend the evening with him and his wife, giving 
me also a room. They lived in a very pretty, litt^le 
wooden cottage, the inside of which was varnished and 
f^^ted up wi'th great tast^e. ■ •

The next day was very cold—bright, crisp, clear, and 
freezing hard. We were taken to see a quartz mine, 
a few miles from t^he town, belonging to tw-o men, who, 
having begun by owning separate, though adjoining 
claims, had afterwards gone into partner'ship. By thus 
working their mine together, it proved to be one of the 
richest in the count^rj;.' • The net profits, after deducting 
workmen’s wages, expenses of working, wear and tear 
of machinery, &c., amounted on an average to 500Z. per 
week for each owner, they being just the kind of men 
I have already described as miner’s. They were both 
t^h^er^e, and most good-:natured in going all over the mine 
wiith us, explaining and showing everything. We went 
down 400 feet at fii^'st, but worked our way back t^hr^ough 
the galleries till we had risen 300 'feet. A quartz ^rn'ine 
is pleasantly clean and dry in comparison with an alluvial
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mine. In the counting-house there was a cabinet, .con
taining specimens of some of the richest quartz that has 
been found in their mine, also of quartz containing other 
metals, of which no account is taken when found in the 
company of gold, but which, if found alone, or 'when- all 
the gold is worked Out, would be ' very valuable. Silver, 
iron, and plumbago, were among th^ose. pointed out t^o us 
in the mine. We saw the retorts in which the gold 
and quicksilver are sepiara^(^d; also the supply of gold 
then on hand ready for sale. It was rolled up with 
quicksilver into balls about the size of hens' eggs, which 
they also resembled a good deal' in colour. We after
wards drove round the town, where there seem to be 
the same ‘ institut^i^ons ' as at Ballarat, and then went to 
see the Catherine Reef- Mine, the macliinery of which 
is said to be more perfect than that of any other. 
Unfortunat^ely, scarciity of water had for some time put 
a stop to woi^lk. here, and we could neither descend into 
the mine, nor see the macliinery in motion. A good 
deal of the quartz is quarried out of a hill close by, 
thirough-which a tunnel is being bored. The strata are 
there very distinctly marked, and the quartz is said to 
be very rich. This mine is almosit the end of the gold
field ; beyond it, stret^ches away interminable ‘ bush,' 
hardly less dreary and dismal than the mining country, 
which is here even more desolate than at Ballarat^. 
There is nothing near but heaps of refuse of a yellowish 
colour, with an occassional small canvas tent, or • little 
wooden hut, looking more like a dilapidated dog-kennel 
than any human habitat^i^on. Close to these charming 
dwellings were a puddl^ing^-machine, a . cradle, or (which.- .■'■■■ . . .
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here seemed the more coimmon) a small oblong hole, 
which looked exactly like a child’s grave, and added very 
much to the miserable, heaven-forsaken appearance of 
the whole place. If there were any beauty at all in. 
this part of the coi^m-try it must be apparent with the 
help it receives from exquisite col^l^ui'ii^ng; but even in
fluenced by one of the most gorgeous sunsets imaginable, 
the dreary waste still looked dreary beyond expi’ession.

On leaving Sandhurst we went by rail to Echuca, 
about t^wo hours distant^. Echuca is a township on the 
Murray river, which is the boundary-line of Victoria and 
New South Wales. This is the terminus of the railroad. 
The country through which we passed was essentially 
Australian in character^. Almost the whole way it was 
ei'ther dense bush, extending for miles and miles, through 
which an avenue had been cut for the radwiajy; or plains, 
which, wi-th only slight undulat^inns, stretch away for 
1200 or 1400 miles! Such is the monotony of t^ese 
plains, that one ceases to wonder, while passing over 
t^hem, at the known prevalence of lunacy among the 
shepherds. The soli-fude and silence, the perfect absence 
of savage animal life, and the very small amount of animal 
life of any kind, must be enough to drive a man mad. 
Many of the shepherds, we were told, after enduring it 
for a few months, will come to their masters with tears 
in their eyes, begging to be put to work at anything, for 
any wages, rather than undergo such comjplete banish
ment from their fellow-beings. This intense silence, to
gether wi-th the extreme clearness of the air, may also 
accoTunns for the * coo-e,’ or bush-call, being heard at a * 
distance of thr^ee miles.
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a clean, t^hr^^ving, .^LL-ttle t^own, with a com- 
Hei’e, in strong coi^-trast t^o the way we 
at Sandhurst, the master and mistress

Echuca is 
fortable inn. 
were treated 
turned out of their own sitt^:ulo^-^lor^om, having no other 
to give us. There is nothing to see at Edruca; but 
we wished to go there for the sake of the cor^rntry one 
passes tl^r^ough, and t^o see t^he boundary of the t^wo 
colonies. After lun^cheon we hired a peculiar little ve- 

,lucle of the gig genus, which appeared t^o have been 
intended for only one persion; hut into which, by great 
and careful management, we t^wo contrived to squeeze, 
without upsetting either ourselves or our conveyan^ce. 
Crossing the Murray river, we drove through about half 
a mile of ‘bush’ to the New South Wales t^ownship of 
Moama, not nearly as ^fc^o^ir^i^l^i^ng a place as Echuca, 
The Murray was very low and mudid_^; it seemed hard 
t^o believe, that in a few months the whole place might 
be flooded, by the rising of the sleepy-loolking str^eam. 
We also drove over the Campaspe, a muddy, narrow 
river, on the other side of the t^own. A wooden bridge 
crosses it, where the toll for a one-horse, two-wheel ve
hicle, such as ours, is 3s. each wcaj; rather expensive 
for those living on the other side. Our object in going 
there was to see the garden and greenhouses of a large 
farmer, living a couple of miles off, which had been de
scribed to us as very fine. We had no letter or introduc- 
t^i.on, but were told there would be no difS^i^iu^'ity in seeing 
them. ‘Just say you’ve come’ (a self-ev^ident fact, one 
would have thought)—so we did, and were at once 
shown into the' drawing’-r'oom, where the wife, and some 
young women, who had come from Melbourne, to spend.

Q
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a few weeks in the country, and a number of children, 
soon appeared. Cake and wine were brought in, and 
then we were taken over the garden, vineyards, and 
gi'eenhou^s^es. Some very beautiful flowers were in bloom, 
but even in Austi^alia, where gardens are not so bare 
in winter as they are in England, that is hardly the time 
to see them t^o advant^a^g^e. Finding that my father took 
an interest in colonial wines, the master of the house 
brought from his cellar some really fine old claret of his 
own making. It was in a small, dumpy bot^t^]^^; and in 
the course of conversation it appeared that he had not 
above half-a-dozen bottles of it left. In England it would 
probably have remained in the cedar till the eldest son 
came of age,—certainly it would not have been produced 
to satisfy the curiosiity of a sti^a^y-h^i^’aveller.

On our return to Melbourne, we went out one day 
with the ‘Melbourne hunt,’ after kang^a^r^oo, but were 
unfortunate. The morning was bad for the scent, and 
it was not until late in the aftera^oon, and when we were 
on the point of returning home, that a kangaroo was acci
dentally put up. As this occurred at some distance from 
the dogs, his huge bounds took him well out of distance 
before they could be laid upon his tr^a^ck. It was a'pretty 
sight, however. There were some splendid horses in the 
field, and some good ride^rs; and, indeed, both had need 
to be of the best, for the timber is stiff to a degree un
dreamt of in England. Even an elephant would have 
some diff^t^ul'ty in breaking the thick, solid, ‘ iron-wood ' 
bars of the high fencess; so that, among the best riders 
and horses, there were some ugly falls. Some of the 
coverts were of such dense ‘scrub,’ that when riding
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t^hi'ough them, all that was visible of persons close by 
was the tip of a horse’s nose, a bit of red coat, or here 
and there the crown of a hat. In other places we came 
upon open glades, with trees growing^round tliem, and ■ 
withered bracken on the ground, reminding one of De
cember days in England. And again, in other partes, 
the soil was boggy, with stumps of trees and partially- 
hidden roots sticking out of it, in a way that was any
thing but pleasant for fast riding.

We spent another day in a visi't t^o the reservoir 
which supplies the ci'ty with water. Those who have 
seen it declare it to be very pretty, and worth the 
drive of twent^y^-^five miles from Melbourne. The native 
name of the place, Yan Yean, has been preserved.

We had ordered a cair^^iage to come ‘ if fine;’ t^h^^r^efore, 
when' t^he rain came down in toi^^ents, we did not expect 
it. But it appeared, and t^he driver assured us, that by 
the t^ime we had been half-an-hour on our way we should 
f^nd ourselves in lovely weather^. So, against our con
victions, we set off, but instead of finding any improve
ment, the misty drizzle grew thicker and thicker, and our 
view became more and more limited. At last, after 
plunging through lanes of sticky mud up to the axles, 
and bumping, over bridges composed of logs, thr^own 
in a promiscuous kind of way across str’eams (‘creeks,’ 
as they are called here), we at length stopped by the 
side of a large field or meadow. Here the coac^hman 
mercilessly turned us out, on to what resembled a wet 
sponge, and bade us follow what he termed by courtesy 
a path. We did so, and after climbing over and under 
various fences, and becoming thoroughly soaked in the 

* (?
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pj'ocess, we came in siglit of a large sheet of water, wi^th 
low hills on the opposite shore, only the outline of which 
we could dimly discern. This was not interesting, and 
far from- agreeah^le; so we paddled back to the carriage, 
and drove four miles on ©nr homeward way to a small 
wooden hut, which represen-ted an inn. Here, in front 
of an enormous log-fire, we steamed our wet garments, 
while the good woman of the house made ready some 
eggs and bac^n; after partaking of which we returned 
home, feeling but little comjp(^1;ejQt to give any aceoun>t of 
the reservoir at Yan Yean.
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CHAPTER IV.

SYDNEY.

We left Melboui'ne on the 10th of July for Sydney, 
in the ‘ City of Melbornne,’ one of the small and not 
over-clean streamers, which run regularly between the 
various ports. We had a very uncomfo^Ttable passage, 
and bad weather, which thirew us back eighteen houis. 
We were unable to get cabins to ourselves, and it is cer
tainly an infliction to be compelled to share t^he very 
limited accommodation with such persons as are gene
rally met with on board these streamer's.

Our arrival being delayed t^ill midday on the 13th, 
instead of the previous evening, was, however, an ad
vantage in enabling us to see the coasts near the entrance 
to Port Jstckson, and the harbour, by daylights. For 
many miles the coas-t is magnificent, though tenib)l^e, 
with grand scarps and bold' headlands jutt^ing out into 
the sea. Mighty waves of a clear, deep green, were, 
owing to the storm of the previous night, rushing upon 
the rocks, breaking into sheets of foam, and thi^owing up 
clouds of spray, almost blindly dazzling in the sunlight. 
The entrance to the harbour is so sharp and sudden, that 
even t^ose well acquainted with the coast might pass it 

’ c
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time after time, without hitting t^he exact spot. Dan
gerous, indeed, must it have been, before the second 
light^l^o.use _was built, warning ships to avoid an opening 
in t^he rocks called ‘ the Gap.' It closely resembles ‘ the 
Heads,' but^, instead of leading into the harbour, leads 
to certain destiuict^i^on. There could be no escape ! for the 
rocks rise perpendicularly from the sea, and the whole 
force of the Southern Pacific rolls in upon them. It 
was thus that the ‘ Duncan Dunbar,' and her crew of 
nearly three hundi^ed, were lost. One man alone was 
saved, by being washed high up the face of the cliff, 
into a little cave hardly larger than a chink in the 
rock. There he remained, undiscovered, for thirt^y^-six 
houi?s.

It is seven miles from the Heads to the harbour proper 
of Port Jctckson and the town of Sydney, and very beau
tiful it is, the whole way. The slopes leading down 
from the adjoining hills are well wooded, but the colour
ing is of a somewlhit dull, heavy green, relieved, however, 
by the white houses, which appear consitantly, and at 
short intexv^a^ls. They are built in the style of It^alian 
villas, and have well-kept lawns, shelving down to the 
very edge of the water. There are numerous little bays 
and indentati^ons, fringed by a beach of the whitest sai^d ; 
and picturesque islets appear here and there, wi'th tr’ees 
drooping almost into the sea. At the efid of the har
bour the whi-te houses of the town rise in t^enaices, with 
Government House standing conspicuously forward on a 
green promontory adjoining the beautiful Botanical Gar
dens, which appear as if forming a portion of its grounds. 
The ensemble would afford on$ of the finesit views in the
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world if the mountains in the background were not so far 
distant^. .

The town itself is prettily situated upon the hill-sides, 
but the architecture is not commendable, and the streets 
are irregular^. The houses are mostly of white stone, 
and wear a substantial, settled, ‘ old-world ' appearance ; 
which is a relief after the excited, ‘ go-ahead ' style of 
Melbourne. We t^ook up our abode at the Royal Hot^el, 
where, though it was somewhat ‘ grimy ' and ‘ snuffy,’ 
and at times rather noisy, we were comfoiTtable enough.

AU those t^o whom we had brought lett^ers of intro
duction were very hospitable ; but some of the colonial 
manners and customs are most peculiar^. The children 
are somet^hing extraoi’dinary^. There are not, I hope, 
even among the most careless of English mothers, many 
who, if asked to let a little girl of thirt^een join a child’s 
par-ty, would answer, as a mother here did, ‘Well, really, 
I don’t know whether she can or not; I will make inquiry^. 
You know her engagements and mine are quite different, 
and I don’t know what her plans may be for Monday !’

There were many riding and musical parties going on 
in Sydney. We also went once or t^wice to pleasant 
archery and croquet parties in the garden of one of the 
pretty villas outside the town.

The climate at this season is perfects. In summer it 
is very hot and dry, with hot winds blowing coinsttamtly ; 
but in early spring it is delicio'us—cold enough in-doors 
to make a fire acceptable, and out of doors bright, dry, 
and very pleasant for ei-ther riding or walking^. The 
flowers are exquisite ; the camelias are perfect trees, and 
covered with blossi^m: indeed all kinds . of plants,. from

■ o
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almoslt every climate, seem to grow and thrive in this 
light sandy soil and genial aii’. When begging a few 
flowers from a pretty place belonging to an old Indian 
friend of my father’s, whom he found settled near here, 
the answer was, ‘Oh, I’m so sorry that we have only 
camelias to give you!’ These despised camelias being 
such as would make a fortune in Co'ven't Garden for size, 
shape, and colour:.

We were t^]?eated to an amusing specimen of ‘ colonial ’ 
manners on our way to t^his very place. Although only 
seven miles from Sydney, the road to it is so bad that 
people generally prefer going by rail to driving. At a 
station near the gates our friend’s carriage was waiting 
for us. We seated ourselves, and were driving off, when 
a man, who by his black coat, neatly brushed black hat, 
and the immaculate condition of his neck-tie, seemed t^o 
advertise his pr^ofession as clerical, came up to the car
riage, stopped it, and wi^thout a word to us, said, as he 
mounted the box, ‘Jaimes, I want you to give me a lift 
up,’ seated himself, and on we drove. Being an open 
carriage it would not,have been very dif^cult, one fancies, 
to have given some explanation to us, or, at least, t^o 
have made a civil excuse. But he seemed „not to con
sider either at all necessfssu’r’; and when we came to the 
path he intended to he stopped the carriage, got
down, and was proceeding on his way, when my father, 
taking off^ his hat and making a profound bow, begged, 
as a stranger, to be informed whether it was customary 
for people to take seats in carriages belonging t^o, and 
sent for, others, without asking leave, or making any 
apology. Our friend, perfectly insensible to the rebuke,
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replied, ‘ Oh, well, really—a—a—a—I didn’t know who 
the carriage was sent for, and I’m on sucli terms with 
Major and Mrs. F-----  that I consider myself jns^lified
in making use of t^heir ca’^r^'Kag<i;’ and without even 
raising his hat, he turned off on his road. We were 
told that he was born and bred a colonist, but also that 
he had been in Engiand- ■ once upon a time, where one 
would think he might have learnt better manner’s. We 
could only conclude that he t^hought we were doing t>he 
same as himself.

One afternoon some friends t^ook us t^o see the Uni
versity, wlrich stands on a hill a litt^le outside t^^re t^own, 
and will, when finished, be a fi^ne building. It has a 
grand hall, with painted-glass wind^ows, an open roof, and 
a picturesque oriel wind^ow, looking into the hall from 
what is temporarily used as the library^. The walls 
are appropriately decoi’ated with oil--paintings of the 
Fellows and Chancellors. The Priucipai of the Univer
sity* has apai-tments in the buildi^ig, wi^h a broad oak 
or cedar sta^ir’ca^s^e, mullioned wind^ows, parquet floors, and 
solid, heavy, wooden furnitLU'e^. The windows i^r the 
passages are filled wi-th coloured glass ; but, being chiefly 
blue and yellow, the effect is somewhat ghastly and dis
agreeable. There is a Museum also, but this is not to be 
compared with the one at Melbourne^.

The drives and rides about Sydney are charming’. 
The firs-t time we set off for ‘Botany Bay’ (Iiow little did 
I ever dream that one day I should actually visit it for

* At the time of our visit Dr. Woolley was Principal of the Uni 
versi^i^t^-.' He was one of those lost in the ‘ London ' on his way back to 
Sydney, a few months after this was written. '

E
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pleasui^e, when in the nursery I used to be threatened 
wi-th being sent to ‘ Botany Bay, as the only place fit for 
the punishment of such enormities as tearing my frock or 
staining my pinafoi^re!) our driver missed the road, and 
took us to La Per^ouse, a place about six miles on the 
other side of the bay. It was sailing out of this bay 
that the famous navigator, Captain La Perouse, was seen 
for the last t^ime, and here that a monument has been 
erected to his memory. Excepting for this, and a pretty 
view of the bay, this place is not nearly as interesting 
as Botany itsel^f, which we were more successful in 
finding on future occasions. The bay is, I imagine, 
in much t^he same condition as when Captain Cook left 
it a hundred years ago, and is well worthy of its name. 
The bush, which grows thick and low down to the water’s 
edge, is one mass of flowers, of all sorts and descriptions. 
Plants of the myrtaceous tribe predominate, the blossoms 
of which are loveljy; more like Cape heaths, both in 
colour and waxlike text^ur’e, than anything else I have 
seen out of a greenhouse. Covering the whole ground, 
and climbing over the shrubs, is a perfect network of sar
saparilla, with • its beautiful purple blossoms and tr’each- 
ero'us stems, which, unless one is very careful, entangle 
one’s feet at almost every step. After a little t^rouble 
we got a couple of men and a boat to take us over to 
the’other side of the bay, about four or four and a half 
miles off. Here there were no habitaf^i^ons, nothing but 
dense bush, full of flowers of all kindss; and, as the boat
man told us, of wallabee, opossum, native bear, and 
such-like game. The wallabee resembles a small kan
garoo; and is ‘ A1 for soup,/ as one of the boatmen
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assured us. There are ^wo good roads to Botany from 
Sydnf^jT; and on nearing the hotel (which is the only 
house as yet built theie^), you see numerous hoards stand
ing in t^he^- midst of dense ‘ hush/ with the names of 
streets, which are somie day to he built, painted on them 
in large lett^er^sj. The garden belonging t^o the hotel is 
a favoui'ite rendezvous in summer for picnic parties ; and 
here, t^oo, people come to spend their honeymoon, and 
enjoy that judi^cious admixture of love, iodine, and soli
tude, which is deemed so desirable, if not essential, at 
that period of their existen^ce. ‘

Another charming ride is to the South Healds. One 
road inhere, on either side of which are pretty litt^le 
country houses, with nice gardens and grounds, follows 
the line of the harbour nearly the whole way. The views 
are very pretty and extensive, and the road is good, 
making it a favourite drive from Sydneys. The other 
road lies more inland, and is not good for driving, being 
much up and down hill, and there is less to admire in 
the scenery. But no one fond of flowers should miss this 
drive, so numerous and beautiful are the flo-wering shrubs 
and small plants growing all over the scrub through 
which the road is cut^.

The view of the town and harbour, from the light
house on the South Heads, is magnificent, particularly at 
sunset, when the colouring is more gorgeous and varied 
than in any part of the world I know. The at^mosphere 
is so clear, and in Australia there seems to be something 
different, from even the most beautiful, sunset lights 
of other countr^i^es. The formation of the cliffs, at the 
spot called the Heads, i§ very remarkable^. While stand-

    
 



52 THE MACARTHU^JIS.

ing on the edge, it looks as if tlie rocks on either side 
had been cut straight down, and a huge mass removed, 
to make room for the sea to rush in between, them. 
A fall would carry one sheer down without a breast 
int^o the deep, green ocean.

A good many houses are built on the other side of the 
harbour, called the ‘ North Shore,’ between which and 
Sydney steam-ferries are consitantly plying^. The sandy, 
unmade roads, cut t^hi’ough the bush, were far pleasanter 
for riding than the hard roads immediately round Sydney, 
while the scenery w&s equally pretty ; but the inhabitants 
of the town did not seem to be of this opinion. We paid 
a visi-t here to an old gentleman, ninety-six years of age, 
who was said to be a nephew of Shelley’s Mary Woll
stonecrafts. He was charming in manner, and wi-th every 
facul-ty unimpaired, and as active as a man of fifty. He 
was full of anecdote, and possessed a wonderful memory. 
His house, garden, and orangery, were beautifully placed, 
overlooking the town, with the ‘ Blue Mountains ’ in the 
dist^a^n^cje^.

We spent a few very pleasan-t days at Camden Park, 
about forty miles from Sydney, the property of Mr. Jaimes 
and Sir William Macarthur. The railway running to 
Penrith, a small town at the foot of the Blue Mountains, 
passes through the grounds. The station is about thi^ee 
miles from the house. The country between Sydney and 
Camden is not very interesting, but I believe it is very 
product^i^ve.

The father of the above-mentioned brothers was ori
ginally in the army, and in the early days of the colony 
accepted the grant of land offered to settlers by Govern-
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ment. Camden is now one of tlie largest estates in New 
South Wales, containing thousands of acres of culitivated 
and pasture land, farms, and vineyards. Large quantities 
of one of t^he best colonial wines are made here; and if 
wine-mercha:nts and others could or would keep t^liejm 
stock as long as small quantit^ies are kept by the maker’s 
for their private use, it would become quite as good as 
any of the Rhine or the Bavarian wines. Unfortunately, 
the colonial wines are as a rule drunk almost as soon 
as they are bottled, and conse^quently do not obtain the 
reputation they deserve.

We had some d.elightful rides here. Camden was 
formerly famous for the fine horses bred on the est^r^t^e; 
but of late years people have ceased caring much for 
having well-bred horses, and even here they have deterio
rated a good deal. ••

There are no striking features in the coruntry round, 
which is principally covered with the dull, grey-green 
gum-trees, giving but little vai'iety to the colou^-ing. 
Never1^^;i£;^ess, seen from t^he t^op of a rather high hill in 
the vicinity, the undulating nature of the coiuntry, Snd 
the wonderful brightness shed by a gleam of sunshine on 
any patch of cultivated land, and the depth of blue in 
the shade of a valley, or bit of thick ‘ bush,’ impress one 
with an idea of beauty that would certainly not be realized 
on either a dull or a perfectly unclouded day. No one, 
who has not visited Aust^i'Ei^i^a^, can have any idea of the 
intensity and beauty of this blue. It was also very 
enjoyable to meet with such well-bred, and, as far as 
manners went, with such th^oiroughly ‘ uncolonial ' people 
as were our friends at Camden. Gooch^-^i^ibured and kind-
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hearted as we generally found the colonists, that is, those 
who had made the colonies their home, and had brought 
up their children there, there was but too often 3 want 
of refinement amongsit them, and a coarse t^one, that was 
not only far from being agreeable, but had not even the 
merit of being amusing, which downright, honest vulgarity 
frequently is. Mr. Macarthur, an old man himself, pos
sessed a perfect fund of entertainment and i^iformat^ion 
respecting the aborigines, who, in his father’s time, and 
during his own youth, were numerous in this neighbour
hood. A. collection of his anecdotes would make a most 
interesting and amusing woidk; for few now remain, 
who can either personally remember, or who take any 
interest in, the reminiscences of a race now rapidly 
vanishing awmy.

The dairy at the park was a model, and. very large, 
sending every week between 100 and 200 lbs. of butter 
into Sydney^. •

On our way back to Sydney we spent a day at 
Paramatt^a. There was formerly a house here for the use 
of the Governor of the col-ony if he wished a litt^le change 
from Sydney. This is now given up, which I should 
regret were I the Go^^n^oi-; for it is a nice quiet place, 
standing in the government domain, and looking over the ' 
river on to the pretty litt^le town. It was here that Lady 
Mary Fitzroy was killed by being thrown out of the 
carriage which her husband, was driving. There is no
thing of interest in the place it^self, but as Sir Charles 
Darling had lived here for some tune while he was his 
uncle’s A. D. C., we wished to take him an account of its 
present condition. The house had, lately been bought by
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a paralytic gentleman, on behalf of, and preparing for 
whom, we found an old lady clad in dazzling apparel, 
who vouchsafed to ad^iit us, and act as our cicerone. 
She was a sort of Mrs. Malaprop in a small wa;y; she 
showed us what had been the A. D. C.’s quarters with a 
deep sigh, and an assurance that * they now were, and 
indeed had been, for-some t^ime past, i^i a vei’y dejected 
state!’ adding, that ‘ as yet they had brought no furniture 
from their present house only what they could dispense 
wiithouib.’ Wliether this woirthy old soul was the oAvner’s 
wife, or housekeeper, did not t^i’ans^piie^. She always spoke 
of him as ‘ Mr. B,;’ but it was ‘ we,’ and ‘ us,’ and ‘ oui’,’ 
in all household matters, which argued rather in favour 
of the wife. The fact, however, of much pride and 
affection being best^owed upon a certain kitchen-range, 
wherein she had, on some former occasion, roasted t^wo 
sucking-pigs at one and the same- time, would seem to 
indicate that ‘ cook and housekeeper ’ was her vocation. 
But the additional i^^ifo^'mation, that after having coolked 
a dinner for forty people in this same model range, she 
was fi't to sit down at once and share the meal, led us to 
conclude that the two offices must be combined in her 
one small, smart person ! We t^ook a drive to see as 
much of the surrounding , country as we could in so short 
a t^i^me. It is much like that about Camden, but is im
proved by the winding of the river Paramatt^a. The 
delight and surprise of an Englishman may be imagined 
on finding himself, in the depth of winter', driving’ be
tween hedges of orange-trees in fruit and flower on one 
side, and roses in full bloom on the other! There are 
large orangeries here, bpt they had recently suffered much
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from blight, and t>lie appearance of many of tke trees was 
very melancholy. X canno-t say that, the orange-tree ever 
looks well' in an ©’cl^sard, tke rows of dark, glossy-leaved, 
Dut^eh-looOkmg t^r^ees, being very stiff and formal.

We returned to Sydney by t^he rivei'. It is prett^y^, 
with occasional sandstone rochs standing out well against 
the dull, green g^um-trees, and wi-th coi^s^i^^iant turns and 
elbows, which must mahe any river pretty, to a certain 
extents.

    
 



57

CHAPTER V.

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS.

Before leaving Sydney for a riding expedition into 
the ‘ Blue Momr^^ains,’ we spent a few days in making 
further acquaintance wiith many kind and hospitable 
people, and in seeing what litt^le there was to be seen of 
museums and pictui'es. We went also to the opera, 
which was indiflfe^re^nt; and to the theat^j-’e, which was 
good; and otherwise followed the amusements of the 
Sydney world. The only good pictures we saw were 
some watex’-colours at a private house. They belonged 
to a gent^l^eman, whose father' had made a large fortune 
as an auctioneer. He had built a house on one of the 
mos-t beautiful sites in the neighbourhood, hi the style of 
an old English baronial hall, but compressed into the 
dimensions of a ver'y moderate, modern ‘villa-residence.' 
There were men in ar'mour i^x the hall, stained glass in 
the windows, panels and shields in the dining^-i'oom, &c. 
&c. ! In the pictui’es, however’, he showed more taste, 
prefel’ritg good wat^er^-^colours t^o bad imitations - of the 

old masters.’ The water-colours were so good, t;hat one 
fel't regret at seehig t^lmm neglected and becoming spoilt 
by damp. » ,
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We were indebted tb a gentleman, a native of, and 
wbo had never left, the colonies, for kindly undei*taking 

' to .accompany us into the ‘ Blue Mom^i^iiis,’ and making 
all the arrangements for finding Worses, regulating dis- 
tamces, and so on.

We left by an early ti’ain for Penrith, l^hir’t^y^-^four 
miles from '-^;ydney and the terminus of the I’ailway^. At 
Penrith we mounted our horses, which we had brought 
wi-th us, and proceeded up the mountain (‘ Lapstone Hill ’), 
not by the coach-road, but by the railroad incline in 
course of construct^i^on. This railroad will be a magni
ficent work when completed, and I think I cannot do 
better than quote • some portions of a long accoumt of its 
progress, which appeared about this time in the ‘ Sydney 
Morning Herald/* The gradients on the Lapstone Hill

‘ The Great Western Extension.

‘ -The formidable in the way of forming a railway between
Penrith and Bathurst must be patent to all who have travelled on that 
road. It was for a long time believed that the steepness of what are 
known as the Blue Mountains presented insuperable obstacles to the 
construction of a locomotive line .... Even so late as 1857, Captain 
Hawkins, of the Royal Engineers, expressed his conviction that no direct 
line between Sydney and Bathurst for either a railroad or a tramway 
could be obtained .... It need scarcely be stated that the broken 
nature of the country, the suddenness and the length of the descents, 
rendered the discovery of a practicable line a task of extreme dif^culty.

‘ In an inspection of the works on the Great Western Extension, 
starting from the terminus of the existing line at Penrith, notice is first 
attracted by the now nearly completed piers for the tubular girder
bridge across the Nepean, a river abou^t six hundred feet in width. 
These immense piles of masonry rise more than forty feet above the 
water--l^e^(^l: their g^-eat height, semi-circular ends, and projecting tops, 
giving them a tower-like appearance. Some astonishment may be ex-
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are, on an average, steeper than thiose on ei'ther the 
Bhore or Thull Ghat^s, in Western India; but here the 
line is ti'aced in zig-zags, and has four reversing st^i.t^i^ons. 
It was nine miles from the Penrith station to the clean 
litt^le i^m at the t^op of the incline, where we had lunch

pressed at the size and massiveness of the pillars, looking at the low and 
quiet stream that flows between them; but the enormous volume and 
the violence of the current on the occasion of a flood rendered it ne
cessary that the structure should be of proportionate strength and 
height. During a recent flood the Nepean rose thirty-seven feet above 
its usual le-svl.... In order to give an idea of the size of the structure 
it may be mentioned, that the two centre piers measure 58 feet by 17 
feet G inches at the foundation, battering upwards at the ends 1 in 15, 
and at the sides 1 in 20, and that their extreme height is 59 feet. The 
piers arc 186 feet apa^^it; the two in the bank at either end are a little 
larger than the intermediate ones. With the view of economising the 
masonry, five longitudinal apertures, each about six feet by .feur, have 
been left; they are filled with concrete, and are covered in haimay with 
a ceiling course. A large amount of preliminary work had to/ be done 
before the foundations of the piers could be laid. Divers were sent down _ 
to clear away the gr’avel from the bed of the river to receive the sills 
into which the piles for the cof^'er-dams wei’C driven. The sills had to 
bo firmly bedded in the shale, a^id the sheeting to be closely driven into 
the sills ; yet in spite of these precautions the water would continually 
boil up from below, and had to be pumped out. The shale was ex
cavated for a depth of about eighteen inches to receive the foundations 
of the 'piers, wl^iijh arc about sixteen feet below the ordinary water-level.

• The shale was so hard- that the tools used in the excavation were con
tinually being blunted ; and on borings being made, it was found to be 
more than eleven feet in depth. Immediately withiii.t^he coffer-dam 
bays of piles were driven, and upon these staging was fixed around the 
piers, to support the traveller and jenny'which have been employed in 
lifting the stones from the punts and depositing them in their places. 
The sandstone used for the piers'is obtained from a quarry near the top 
of Lapstone Hill, a distance of three and a half miles, and is brought 
down by drays in loads of from four to five tons.

‘ Some heavy works are, required on Emu Plains before the ascent 
9
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before coi^'tiQuing the day’s joumey^. There was nothing 
to admire along the last thii’t^een miles, but the en
gineering of the road, which must have been very diffi
cult^. It runs up a spur of t^he mountain, and on neither 
side can you leave the road, for a couple of hundred

of the Blue Mountains is commenced. There is first an embankment, 
containing 44,718 yards, obtained from side cuttii^n^si; beyond that a 
timber viaduct, with 12-feet openings 900 feet in length. After a short 
embankment, and. a bridge wiith one opening of 26 feet and four of 21 
feet, there is a long embankment, containing 190,000 yards of earth, and 
commencing the incline of 1 in 30, which is continued for a length of 
two miles. So steep is the ascent of Lapstone Hill by the road—the 
gradients ranging from 1 in 8 to 1 in 14—that it was found necessary 
to make a wide detour, to carry the line round the face of the mountain 
and across precipitous gullies, and to introduce a “ zigzag,” for the pur
pose of obtaining the required elevat^ion.

‘ The stone viaduct, which car^-ies the railway line across Knapsack 
Gully, was finished a few months since, and the staging is now in course 
of removal. It is a very fine piece of masonry, 'and much admiration 
has been expressed at both the boldness of the design and the excellence 
of the workmanship. The most noticeable featu^'e of the st^i’ucture is its 
great height, the roadway being 120 feet above the bed of the gully. 
Though the piers are very substantial and well proportioned, their g^-eat 
altitude gives them a light and slender appeai’a^n'ce. Anothor peculiarity 
of the bridge is the steep inclination of the top, being on the g^-adient of 
1 in 36; even as seen from the Penrith station, a distance of four miles, 
the incline is very perceptible. The opposite sides of the g^illy are 388 
feet apart; there are five semi-circular arches of 50 feet span, and two 
of 25 feet span ; the piers are 36 feet by 20 feet at the bitse, and taper 
upwards to 15 feet by 9 feet 6 inches at the top. A g^-eat deal of labour 
was required before the masonry could be commenced, as the bed of the 
gully had to be filled in to a depth, at one part, of thirty feet, to form 
ground for the masons to work on. The stone obtainable in the gully 
not being fit for the work, a quarry at some distance had to be found, 
and roads to connect it with the gully had to be made. The cost of the 
stnicture was about 22,000Z.

‘ On the opposite side of Knapsack Gufly a contrivance known as a
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yards, without finding yourself on the brink of a precipice, 
clothed, it is true, with ‘ scrub ' and ‘ bush,’ but still an 
uncompromising precipice down into the valley. Most of 
the curves are very sharp and sudden ; but the ‘ navvy’s ' 
work must have been easy, as the soil is sandst^onej.

“ zigz.r<; ” is adopted for the purpose of getting up the steep ascent. 
About a quarter of a mile beyond the viaduct the line comes to a stop ; 
another line meets it at a sharp angle, and comes back to the head of 
the gully at a distance of 120 feet f^'om the bridge ; a height of 135 feet 
is gained in a length of about half a mile, the zigzag being on a g^'adicut 
of 1 in 33. At each end of the zigzag there will bo a reversing station, 
to allow of the train being shunted, as upon the intermediate lino the 
engine will be behind the train. •

‘ Beyond the zigzag tho line winds round to the southward, and 
comes on the main road noar Wascoe’s Inn, at the top of Lapstonc HiU; 
the height here above the Plains is 550 feet, the plains being 86 feet 
above the sea. From this point, until reaching Blackheath, tho line 
keeps within a short distance of tho main road, now on one side and 
then on the other, avoiding the steep ascents and descents of the road 
by alternate cuttings and embankments. The line being taken over a 
succession of rapid undulations, the earthworks are necessarily very 
heavy; one of the cuttings is 11 chains in length, and 51 feet in depth ; 
another is 8 chains in length, and 48 feet in depi^li; one embankment 
contains upwards of 63,000 yards, and another nearly 54,000 yarids^; 
one cutting is 46 chains in length, and contains 51,200 yards, the 
deepest part being more than 50 feet. A considerable portion of the 
excavation has been through sandstone rock, aU of which had to be 
bla^l^i^d; so compact is the material in some of the cuttings, that the 
sides stand safely at a slope of one-eijghth to one. At two or three 
places tunnels are ca^^'ied under the road, to avoid the necessity for 
bridges ; owing to the density of the rock no lining is requii^r^d.' There 
are a number of level crossings ; the gates will probably be kept by the 
men engaged in the repairs of the permanent way. All along the line 
there is a steady rise, frequently at a g^'adient of 1 in 33. At the Valley 
the line is 1069 feet above the level of the sea; at Cox’s Downfall it is 
1462 fe<^tt; at Ellison’s Tollbar, 1728 feet;; at Eighteen-mile Hollow, 2050 
fe^t; at the Blue Mountain»Inn, 2398 fcc^it; at King’s Table Land, 2863 
■ 9 •
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We wandered down into the bush, before tea, at 
‘Buss’s,’ by which denomination ‘Twenty-mile HoUo-w’ 
is more generally known—Buss being the name of 
the owner of the inn. But there was nothing to see, and 
it was very cold, so we soon returned to delight oxu’ 
eyes with the A^vrlks of art adorning the parlour walls.

feet; and at Blackheath,'3525 feet. This latter is the highest level to 
which the railway is taken between Penrith and Hartley. The eleva
tion gained between Emu Plains and Blackheath, a distance of thirty
eight miles, is 3439 feet, giving an average gradient of 1 in 58; but 
the average gradient from Emu Plains to King’s Table Land is only 
1 in 48.

‘ After leaving Blackheath the line descends at the rate of 1 in 55 to 
the Soldier’s Pinch, whence it rises with a gradient of 1 in 6G to Shep
herd’s Tollbar. Near this place the line pai’ts from the main road, and 
will only once cross it until it reaches Bathurst. The chief reason for 
this deviation is to avoid the steep descent into the Hartley Valleys, 
and conseqi^iently the steep ascent of the range beyond. The Hartley 
Valley is only 2286 feet above the sea; by taking the railway through 
Lithgow Valley, which is 2975 feet above the sea, the descent and the 
subsequent ascent of 689 feet is saved. The road along the celebrated 
Victoria Pass, constructed by the late Sir Thomas Mitchell, is extremely 
steejp; for a length of 80 feet the incline is 1 in 6, and the ruling 
gradient is 1 in 8. Instead of following that road the line diverges to 
the northward upon the Darling’s Causeway Range. There is an easy 
descent for some distance, and then an ascent, until a higher level than 
that at Blackheath is reached. The line here comes upon the track 
known as Bell’s line of road, and following generally the range between 
the Colo and Lett Rivers, on which that line was taken, descends at a*
gradient of 1 in 50. to Dargan’s Creek, the chief tributary of the river 
Lett. Thence the line rises at the rate of 1 in 33 for a length of a 
mile and a half towards the Clarence Range, which is a continuation of 
Hassan’s Walls. Through this mountain there is to be a through 
sandstone tunnel 539 yards, in length, exclusive of the cuttings at 
either end. Here the greatest height is reached on any part of the 
line between Sydney and Bathu^’st, the level being 3656 feet above the 
sea, and the top of the mountain 3753 feet above the sea. This is
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Next morning, after an early breakfast, we rode seven 
miles, cliiefly on the line of rail, to a t^um^l)]^€-d^own, di^'t^y, 
litt^le inn, kept by a man who, if not a busb^'anger him
self, was said to be closely and intimately connec-ted with 
those high-minded ruffians, and whose brother, at any 
rate, was a chief and leader among t^iiem, Nevert^^i^e^l^ess,

stated to be by far the highest level attained by any railway in the 
woidd; this line containing a g^-eater length of steep g^-adicnts and sharp 
cu^^ves than any other. Beyond the tunnel the line commences the 
descent into Lithgow Valley. In order to reach a lower level another 
zigzag is resorted to, of much greater length than that at Lapstoue 
Hill; the line traverses the face of the spur, descending along the zigzag 
at the rate of 1 in 42. The rocky spur, along which the zigzag will be 
taken, is extremely abrupt and craggy. Two tunnels, of 59 feet and 
76 feet, will have to be excavati^d; and retaining walls for the support 

' of the line will have to be carried up from a considerable depth—at
some places of 30 or 40 feet. The zigzag will be three-quarters of a 
mile in length, and it will obtain a difference of level of 220 feieit; a 
descent of 574 feet being made in a length of about two miles and a half 
direct distance. The line follows the course of Lithgow VaUey through 
a tolerably level country, taking some land belonging to Mr. Thomas 
Brown, J.P., at Eskbank, and proceeding to where Bell’s Line joins the 
Mudgee Road, about two miles from Bowenfels. Here will be the 
station for Bowenfels, on land belonging to Mr. And^'ew Brown, J.P., 
and opposite to his residence at Coerwul. The line crosses the Mudgee 
Road, near Farmer’s Creek, and thence rises at the rate of about 1 in 
40 to Brown’s Gap, and proceeds parallel with the road to Moranga^^^-oo, 
at the Middle River, the residence of Mr. C. Sidiejy; thence it ascends at 
the rate of 1 in 40 to the summit of the Middle River Range, where a 
tunnel, 216 yards in length, will be made, from which it descends to 
Cox’s River at the rate of 1 in 40, making' a descent of 300 feet. The 
end of the line is at Piper’s Flat, about a mile north of Wallerowa^ig. 
The station will be about a mile to the westward of the Mudgee Road; 
it will be a distance of nine miles from the Western Road at Meadow 
Flat, nine miles from Bowenfels, and about forty miles from Bathurst by 
railway, and sixty miles from Mudgee. Meadow Flat is about twenty- 
one miles from Bathurst.’ „
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he was very civil to us, and helped to alter the padding 
of my saddle with surly amiability. It was bitterly cold 
when we left ‘ Buss’s,’ and by the time we arrived here 
was snowing heavily, which was distressing, as we had no 
t^ime to lose. However, in about an hour, it cleared, and, 
wi-th the Bushman as guide, we went on through the bush 
for about t^wo miles to the * Weatherbord ’ wat^eifall. It 
was a magnificent scene. If it were in Eur^ope, hundreds 
of tourists would flock to it, and artists from all parts of 
the world would perpetually haunt it. High hills, of the 
most brilliant^-coloured sandstone, formed an almost un
broken amphitheatre aroiund; the distances being of a 
colour t^o which no description can do just^^ce, and which 
must be seen to be believed. Grand scarps rose close 
to us, over which played the lovely fall, not with a rush 
and dash, as is usually the case, but lingeringly and 
caressingly, as if loth to leave so fair a scene, and to lose 
itself in the murky depths below. We scrambled down 
to a narrow platform of rock, whence we could look 
straight down, for t^liousands of feet, into the dense 
primaeval forest, the awful depth of which seemed un
fathomable, and so profound, that the longer one looked 
the deeper it seemed. The sun had now come out, and 
was causing exquisite varieties of light and shadow to 
fli^-f over the country, while a keen, strong, and very 
disagreeable wind produced a mos^t curious and beau
tiful effect on the fall. The water, as it fell, was driven 
back up the face of the rock, some of it re-falling, like a 
shower of silver stars, and some of it* driven away in 
mist, forming an almost circular rain^bow-frame round 
the glittering, dancing droops. The. immediate foreground
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was rich wit^hi mosses, lichens, and small plants, of thie 
most brilli^ajit, hues,—rose, crimson, pur'ple, green, yellow, 
and white,—every colour, and almost evei’y shade of 
colour, while from the clefts and cracks down the side 
of the precipice feathery ferns peeped out, making one 
long t^o be a bird, to fly down and get a nearer view of 
such t^ieasures ! A sketch was imposs^ii^lcj; it would 
have taken days to complete : hut could it have been 
accomplished, I doubt whether people who have never 
quitted dear, grimy, smoky, old England, would ever be
lieve in the reality of such colcuring as we then saw.

We went on in the hope of arriving at a point whence 
we had been premised a view of the whole face of the 
cliff, over which the ‘ Weatherboixi’ falls. But our 
guide lost ■ his way—path there was none—and we only 
succeeded in reaching another small plat^form of rock, 
whence the view, t^hiough very beaut^iful, was more limited 
than we desired. We had, unfoi*tu^iat^ely, no time to pur
sue our search. On thiis occasion we had good reason to 
discover the cleverness of Australian horses in picking 
their way t^hrough underrwrood, under bran^ches, over fallen 
threes, and acress marshy ground.

After partaking of more than ha^lf-cold, very though 
beefsteaks and stale bread, called by the Bushman lunch
eon or dinner, we went on eleven miles to Blackheath. 
We stih followed the railway track, which, bei^ig on 
sandy soil, and as yet without rails, we were glad to ’get 
over at a fair pace, for the wind was bitterly cold, and 
snow was falling at intervals. The occasio:nal glimpses 
of range after range of distant hills, an.d into the valley, 
were very beautiful, and characterised by the same brilliant 

a* F
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colouring, which I can only compare to that in a fairy’s 
palace at a pant^omjme. It is as dififeirei^'t from the rich 
and gorgeous colouring of the t^iopics, as a fine gauze is 
diffd^^^i^-t from a heavy velvets. By the ti^ne we arrived 
at Blackheath a heavy snow-storm had come on, and we 
almost feared that our sight-seeing for the day was over. 
But it seemed likely, that if we were not fortunate 
enough t^o get a gleam of sunshine then, the storm would 
only increiase; so we made the att^empt, and were re
warded for our perseverance by a glorious sunsets. It 
lasted in full beauty for a quarter of an hour, during our 
visi^ to another waterfall, called * Govi't’s Leap,’ of which 
the situation is even more striking t^han that of the 
‘ Weatherbord.’

The Grose Valley is narr^ow, with magnificej^i: moun
tains rising on either side, rich forests at their base, and 
the river (at that distance appearing but a slender strea^m) 
wandering thjrough t^hem. At the head of this valley 
‘ Govit’s Leap ’ rushes over the precipice, and compensates 
for a comjp^^tratively small volume by the beauty of a 
precipitous and unbroken leap into the valley below. 
The whole formed an ensemble, that, seen as we saw it;, 
at sunsets, with the mos't distant mountains melting away 
in a golden haze, was positively enchanting^. Enchanting, 
at least, to the sii^li t; but the bitter wind, which, even 
while the gleams of sunshine lasted, came whirling and 
howling up the valley in an ominous manner, soon brought 
back the snow, which made us thankful to retraice our 
steps as fast as might be, tliough the habitation calling 
itself an inn, in which we were to take up our quarters 
for the nights, was not of a cheerful or inviting aspect. I

• \
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tiled to discover the origin of the name ‘ Govit’s Leajp; 
but alas ! in this new, practical, and most prosaic country, 
one’s hopes of anything in the Siape of romance or tra
dition are doomed t^o disappointments. I believe there 
is really one legend of a ghost, but it appeared in the t^oo 
unromantic form of a policeman, with a glazed hat on. 
It is the spot of all others t^o be made the scene of 
some t^hj'illing incident or deep tragedy in ‘ a sensational 
novel.’ We were cantering along a bush-path, with trees 
on either side, shutting out all view, except an occa^sional 
glimpse of t^he distant mountains on the other side of the 
valley, when our companion suddenly called out, ‘Here 
we are!’ and we stropped. There was nothing to be
seen but the trunks of dreary gum-trees, with their help
less strips of bar'!:. We dismounted, walked a few steps 
through the tr^ees, and then found ourselves standing on 
the brink of a precipice, and looking sheer down more 
than 3000 feet into the valley below !

We hoped the next day to have got on to Hart^ley, 
where are some kerosene mines, and to have returned to 
Sydney by a road leading over tlie Kurragung mountains, 
where the scenery is described as beaut^iful. But the snow, 
which had allowed us to see the two falls, made up for its 
indulgence by coming down in a heavy storm, and de
tained us, cooped up in t^his miserable little hut, for t^wo 
whole days. Such a wretched place as it was for un- 
o£Fei^<^ing mortals to be imprisoned in! There was a 
large hole in the roof, just over the fire-place, to say 
nothing of smaller ones elsewhere, and numerous wide 
chicks and crannies in the wooden walls. In fine weather 
all this might have beep advantag^eous, had we been dis-
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posed to study astronoiwy; but in our case, the study of 
bow to keep out tbe snow precluded the possibil^ity of 
followiing any abstruser science. The only wood in tbe 
house was damp, and • of a kind that, under t^he mos't fa
vourable circumstances, bums but badly. It was so cold, 
that to sit away from even this miserable fire was impos
sible. Our only resource t^Iieiejfore was to take t^o our 
umbrellas, and, under their shelter, to sit in the chimney- 
cornei*. We only saw one of the people of the house : a 
dirty, hard-worked, willing girl, who tried to better our 
co:ndition by puttying on the fire some lumps of the stone
coal, from which kerosene oil is pressed. In a very few 
seconds this blazed up like a t^a^r^-^bai'i^fjj^. But our happi
ness was shoirb-li^'^(^d; for no sooner had it done • so, than 
t^he stone began to crack, and t^o fly about the room in 
such a dangerous manner, that we were obliged at once to 
send away our new fuel, and to return to our very unsatis
factory damp logs. Our sacs-^(de-^'^nuit we had hithert^o • 
sent on daily from stage to stage by coach, and hoping 
for a fine aft^em^oon, which would allow of our going to 
Hart^l^ey, we had sent them forward as usual, on the first 
morning of our imprisonment, and were consequently 
left with nothing whatever by way of occupation or 
amusement. The only literature to be found in the house 
consisted of an odd volume of one novel, a mutilated and 
greasy volume of another, and a ditt^o ditt^o, of some ‘ good;y’ 
book. In short, th^ere was nothing to be done during 
those t^wo long weary, days, but to wander about between 
the windows, one of which commanded a view of the sky 
to windward, and the other, that of a defunct cabbage
garden. Is there any one of sq, buoyant a disposition,
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that he could gaze upon a regiment of dry, withered, 
cabbage-stalks, and nothing else for two days, and not 
feel his heart sink within him, and see azure demons 
gibing and grimacing around?

The poor parrots—which one is wont to associate in 
one’s mi^id with ^lopical scenei'y and vegetation—looked 
very miserable, as they perched upon the bare cabbage
stalks, vainly searching for someibhing to eat, or flew 
screaming into the bush, in flights of a dozen or so at 
a t^ime. T^ieir bright plumage was such a coi^-trast to the 
cabbage-garden, that one felt conumiseration for th^em, and 
inclined to consider i^hem quite out of place.

We could not even avail ourselves of the Englishman’s 
and t^ra^veller’s usual resort when ti^ne hangs heavily, 
viz., spending a good portion of it over our meedis; for 
there was nothing to eat but very tough beefsteak or 
eggs, and nothing to drink but bad coffee or -Avorse tea, 
wi-thout milk, and toasting as if made with kerosene oil. 
No amount of ennui could induce one to spin out such 
meals beyond the time actually required for t^h^e^m. On 
the evening of t^re second day, when there was no longer 
any hope of the road over the mountain being passable, 
we made up our minds t^o return by the way we had 
come. A man was found, b^le(^l*^fo:re, and sent off on one 
of the horses to Hart^^^ey, to bring back the bags, and to 
procure if possible some kind of wrappers. He returned, 
bringing with him a bright, blue blanket, the dye of 
which was anything but fast, so that when we arrived 
at Buss’s the next day, my father and his white horse 
both appeared of a beautiful cerulean hue.

The snow turned tf) l’ain as we descended the moun-
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tain, and^. soaked us thoroi^^^^lhiy; but, as the pleasing 
novelties of cleanliness, of fire that was ire, and of some
thing eatable, were procurable at Buss’s, we soon made 
ourselves happy once more.

In descending * Lapstone Hill-,’ to return to Penrith, 
we t^ook the coach road, along which the scenery is very 
fine. The road itself was so bad, that we could clearly 
perceive how im^possible we should have found an attempt 
t^o’ eross the , mountain, where so much more rain and 
snow had fallen. The poor coach-horses, wi-th the mud 
as high as the axles, and very steep * pitches ’ up which 
to drag 1>heir heavy load, could hardly make their way 
at all.

    
 



71

CHAPTER VI.

BRISBANE.

We left Sydney for Brisbane on the 7tli of Augusta. 
We ought to have arrived on the 9th, but did not do so 
till midday on the 11th, for, wi^th our usual luck, we 
carried a gale with us. We were more foi?tunate in our 
fellow-jpassengers than when coming from Melbourne. 
There was only 'one lady besides myself, and she was a 
quiet body enough. But she was accompanied, unhappily, 
% a brother, who was never sober during the whole 
voyage for more than a quarter of an hour at a ti^me. 
He was the terror of my life, by consitantly coming to 
the door of the Ladies' Cabin, wi-th some excuse of. want
ing to speak to his sister, making a t^eirific noise on 
finding ' it fastened, and trying to persuade the stewardess 
that it would be much better to leave it wide open, as 
then we should have plenty of fresh air ! What weather 
it waj5: pouring rain, seas consitantly washing over the 

•vessel, which was very heavily freighted, and every
thing swimming about in the cabin ! There was nothing 
to do but lie in the narrow berth, and speculate upon 
the chances of having hair and eyelashes at leasts, de
voured, if one ventured to sleep, by a multitude of cock-
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roadh^s;; for the panels all round were lined wiith in
numerable pairs of feelers belonging to these horrid 
creatures !

The town of Brisbane lies t^went^y^-^five miles up the 
river of the same name. Everything about the town is 
strikingly-new, and the whole place presents a curious 
mixture of savageness and rapid progress. The pit^-falls 
and quagmires in the streets are painfully numerous?; 
but some of the country roads are good, and for riding 
particularly pleasant. The ‘ Queen’s Hotel,' at which we 
stayed, was small and noisy, and seeming to us as if the 
concei^tirated essence of all the bad t^oba^cco that ever was 
smoked in Brisbane pervaded its rooimss; but it was 
tolerably clean, and the people were civil.

The climate during the month we remained in 
Queensland was perfeciti^i^n: the sun hot, though not 
oppressively so, and the air delicious. The vegetation is 
much richer in coli^nn'ing than in either Victoria or New 
South AVales, and the mixture of tropical t^rrees' and shrubs 
is very efTective and pleasing^. In t^he ‘buslr’ are what 
are called ‘scrubs,’ i.e. belts of tr^opical jun^g^l^e, generally 
following the course of a ‘ creek,’”'’ with tall, dark, glossy
leaved tr^ees, hung with luxuriant creepers, and their stems 
covered with magnifi.cej^'t ‘ stag’s-horn ' fern. If it were 
only possible to t^iransplant to England a mile or so of 
this rich, luxuriant vegetat^i^on, threes with such beau-
t^iful leaves, both in form and colour, and the ground 
pai^rpelted wi'th the Adiantum pedatum and other lovely 
ferns, how delightful it would be!

* Brook or streain.
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Govei’nment House is very comfoi-^able, arid is conve-,. 
niently arrang^ed. It has a good garden of its own,' 
besides the benefit of the Botanical Gai’dens, which ad
join it. The latter are still in’t^heir ■ infancy, but promise 
t^o be very pretty ; the groups of bamboos and ‘palms' are 
fine, and tast^efully arranged, and in this climate, where 
anything and everything grows so readily, there is little 
difE^<^ia]^lty in making a beautiful garden in a very few 
yeai’s. Pine-£ij)ples and plantains seem the principal 
fruits here ; the former are delicious, the latter very poor, 
and requiring to be improved by cultivat^i^on. The fruit 
of the passion-flower is also abundant and very nice, par
ticularly in hot weather, when the slight acid flavour is 
refreshing^.

Soon after our arrival here the races began. The 
Governor and Lady Bowen took us to see them. It was 
the f^:rst time the racecourse had been used, and great 
exci^temeint prevailed as to how the races would go off, 
particularly as the rain of the few previous days had 
consiiderably altered the state of the ground. The 
course is about three miles from the t^own, the latter 
part of the way through bush. It seemed as if by 
another yea! it might be very preitl^ty; but the ground 
in the centre required clearing, as there the tr^e^es 
Were still so nu^merous, that only glimpses of the horses 
going round could be obtained. The Grand ■ Stand was 
quite in the rough, and the zinc ■ roof made it very 
hot;; but there were certainly some good races and fine 
horses.

An Anglo-Saxon crowd never, I think, str^ikes one as 
particularly picturesque or interesting, and a Colonial
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Anglo-Saxon crowd is even less so than one at home. 
A greater coa^itrast could hardly be imagined than be
tween the appearance of t^hiose composing a crowd here, 
and in India, where the brightness of colour and variety 
of costume make any assemblage of people, of whatever 
class, so att^r^a^ct^ive a sights.

The last day was devoted to ‘ Corinthian Races,' at 
which the company was much more select than on the 
previous days. The riders were mostly gentlemen, Sir 
George Bowen being particularly fortunate in having, 
among his ministers and immediate friends, several who 
were really such, not only by virtue of land and wool. 
One couldn’t help feeling that it must be a good tailing 
for ‘ young Australia ’ to see English gentlemen excelling 
in all manly ^poirts and exercises, and at the same time 
speaking and behaving like gen^l^emen. The colonial 
youth seem to be under the impression that refinement 
of manners and of speech must of necessi-ty be accom
panied by effemi^;nacy and dandyism. ' There were, how
ever, in and near Brisbane, quite enough young English
men, of good birth and education, to show the contrary 
to be the case.

We had many extr^emely pleasant rides while here. 
Lady B. having the talent, possessed so frequently by 
foreigners, but so rarely by English people, of making 
meetings between friends and neighbours very agreeable 
without any formality, and wi-th simple arrangement's. 
She had established periodical riding-parties in this way, 
going out twelve or fifteen miles t^o some pretty place, 
or to where there was good riding-ground, there tying 
up the horses for an hour .or so, lunching off just what
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a couple of orderlies could carry in t^lieir holsters, and 
riding back in the evening^. I have seldom enjoyed any
thing more than these rides in this perfect clii^ji1t«3; and 
there is no way so good for seeing th^e country, which in 
some parts is very fine. The views from the top of one 
high hill, called ‘ Single-Tree Hill,’ are extensive, and, 
as I have said before, much more varied, and brighter, 
through the mixture of ti'opical with other vegetation, 
than in the other colonies.

The Governor took us one day to Ennoggera, where 
a reservoir for supplying the town with water was being 
made. It is about eight miles off, through very pretty 
‘ bush ' and ‘ scrub,’ and will, when completed, have more 
the appearance of a mountain lake than of one art^ificially 
constructed. The ground forms a natural basin, and only 
one dam is required, so that while standing on this, no
thing is seen but sloping ground, covered with bush and 
scrub to the water’s edge, <and with hills rising behincl. 
There was orrly the water from a small creek running 
through the basin when we saw it, and some time would 
have to pass before the reservoir was complelsed ; as, 
after the ground has been cleared, every atom of wood 
and stump must be burnt, to prevent the water from 
being taint^ecl.

Once or t^wice Sir George took his dogs out with us, 
hoping to find some kangaroo ; but they have grown 
shy, bury themselves in the t^hick bush, and are rarely 
seen, except in unfrequented places. The birds also 
shun those parts of the bush near a road; though, if 
one wanders off into the bye-paths and soliitary places, 
flocks of them, plumed in all manner of brilliant colours,
- J
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fly screaming around. The gay plumage is, however, 
hardly visible while the birds are in flight, except when 
a flock of thiem, wheeling in the sunshine, produces 
the effect of a flash of rosy light. Some of the parrots, 
the commonest birds about here, are very beaiuti^if^l; but 
we were much disappointed in the cockatooes. Their fliight 
is slow and heavy—a good deal like that of an owl— 
and they do not look half so handsome in their wild 
state as they do on a perch in captivity. There is a 
curious bird, called the ‘ whip-bird,’ consitcintly heard, 
but very rarely seen, in the scrubs near Brisbane. It 
was some time before we could believe that the cry of 
this bird was not the cracking of a carter’s whip, so 
exact is the resembla^nce.

One day we went a few miles from the t^own to see 
the garden and vineyards of a very old settler^. He him
self was m! ; but his quaint old wife, intelligent son, and 
depressed-looking daught^er, took us over the garden, in 
which, besides a great deal of other fruit, were splendid 
orange-trees in full bloom and bearing, very fine loquots, 
and acres of vines. Here we also saw for the first time 
Australian bees, which might be mistaken for flies, the;y. 
are so small. They have no sting, build their combs in 
a hollow stump, and make their cells round. The honey 
is very sweet, and the wax is brown. The old woman 
took us into the house, and showed an harmonium with 
great pride, which she asked me ‘ to perform upon,’ and 
on my begging to be excused, set her daughter to 
play, while we descended to the cellar t^o taste wine, 
some of which was very good, and some very bad. They 
harl been here for fourteen, year^^; and when they f^'rst
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settled ‘ tliere wasn’t a house nor a woman between them 
and Brisbane/ now it is a straggling suburb the whole 
way.

The houses in this part of Australia are complete 
‘ bungalows/ with large and numerous windows opening 
on to wide verandahs, the latter well sheltered from the 
sun. With this style of architecture, it needed not the 
multitude and viciousness of the mosquitoes to show us 
that we had arrived in a latitude closely bordering on, 
although not actually within, the tropics. Some of the 
houses, standing on rising ground overlooking' the river, 
have lovely views. The river winds in an extraordinary 
way. Fr^om Brisbane to Ipswich it is forty-seven miles 
by river, and only twenty by the road. One can imagine 
the puzzle such co:n’tinual crossing and recrossing of the 
same river must have been to the original explorer’s, and 
how easy it was for them at fi^’st to describe a coi^rn-t-ry as 
being well watered, which on more extended explorations 
they found to be very much the reverse. A bridge over 
the river had been opened by the Governor a short t^ime 
before our ai'rived; though at firs-t only built of wood, it 
was in time to be an ‘iron-giir^ei'’ bridge. It is 152 
feet longer than London Bridget. On the other side are 
South Brisbane and Kangairoo Points. The latter is a 
peninsula, formed by the windings of the river'. It is 
looked upon as the Belgravia of Brisbane, and we were 
t$ld that the dwellers there were very exclusive and 
particular in the choice of their associates.

We were agreeably surprised here to see how very- 
well Sunday was kept. In the afternoon the Botanical 
Gardens were crowded, with smartly-dressed, but very
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respecta^t^le-looking, well-behaved people, evidently en
joying t^hemselves thoi^oughly, though quietly. In the 
evening, i^oo, when going to, and returning from, church, 
inhere was no noise in the streets; and, though almost 
every other house is a public-house, they also were per
fectly quii^e ; and, in spite of t^he fearful accomnts given 
of the prevalence of drunkenness among the lower orders, 
we saw very rare insta^nces of it in Brisbane.

The order in which everybody is kept, to prevent 
encroaching on the Sunday holiday, claimed by all ser
vants, is a marvel of discipline. This was, l^o a certain 
extent, the same in Sydney. We there found one 
morning, on returning from church, a paper, stuck in a 
conspicuous position in one of the pict^uie^-fi’a^mes, con
taining a gentle hint, that it would be much to the 
satisfaction of all parties concerned in the preparation 
of the meal, if we would dine at one o’clock instead 
of seven o’clock. But in Brisbane the servants appear 
to be still more part^i^cular^. I was summoned the f^rst 
Sunday of our stay to a mysterious interview with our 
landlady. She had sent t^o me, she said, because she 
wished to know whether we should object to having 
the t^ea-things on the table at di^:niBi’: ‘ for t^he cooks, 
they won’t cook dinner on Sunday unl^ess ^you call it 
tea; and I’m sure you’ve no idea what a trouble ser
vants are in this corn^l^iry: we can’t make ’em do any
thing; and my husband he’s a College man, and I’m 
sure I’ve always been a lady!’ So we called our meal 
tea; but, barring the kettle and the tea-pot, it was a 
very good dinn^er^.

Either walking or driving J-U the streets here at
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night is a matter of difficulty, not to say danger. In 
walking it requires some practice to take five steps con
secutively without stumbli^ig. The streets have some
times one oil-lamp at either end, but of these the inten
tion is far in advance of the performance. More often 
there is no light at all, and the roads are full of holes, 
ruts, and quagmires, to say nothing of heaps of rubbish 
and broken brick-bats, just where one would least 
expect to find anything of the sort. Altogether it is 

rPf^qui^site to learn the topography of t^he place pretty well, 
before risking one’s neck, or at any rate one’s nose, by, 
walking about in the dark^.

We devoted one morning to the Legislature of the 
Colony, attending fi^st the debates in the House of 
Assembly, and afterwards a sitting of the Legislative 
Council. There was nothing- vei-y interesting goi^g on. 
In the Assembly they were voting supplies, which caused 
some amusing discussions among the ‘ squatter ’ members, 
who, of course, each wished to have all the money laid 
out upon his one particular bit of r^oad. These gentlemen 
were certainly neither parliamentary in their language 
nor choice in their expressions. In the Legislative 
Council there was more dignity, but it was the * dignity 
of dulness.’ To see the way in which our Parliament is * 
imitated in the Colonies rather reminds one of children 
playing at ‘being grown up.’ „

After staying ten days at Brisbane we left for a short 
visit to the Darling Downs, considered, I believe, the 
finest pastoral cornntry in the whole of Austr^ai^ia. In the 
other colonies three, thr-ee and a half, or four, acres, are 
generally reckoned as the average quantity of grass re-.
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quired for the support of every sheep, but here two and 
a-half is the usual allowance.

We had hired a small drag, very light and roomy, 
and a pair of good horses to take us and our baggtif^^e ; 
and, on making trial of them previous to our departure, 
were well satisfied with both. But when the day on 
which we were to leave arrived, we found that neither 
the driver, nor the carriage, nor the horses, were the 
same as t^liose we had engaged. The driver was a 
surly fellow, who seemed to think he was confeirring a 
great favour by taking us at all. The carriage was a 
heavy, open fly, wi-th little room for our baggage. The 
horses, t^oo, were heavy cart-horse-looking animals, not 
promising at all well for long days' journeys over bad 
roads. The voluble Irish stable-keeper, from whom we 
had hired them, declared that it was not Ins fa-^il^t that 
we did not have the othei^rs; and, after the fashion of 
promise-breakers, assured us that what he had sent was 
in every way superior to what we wished to have, &c.

; to which, though we could by no means agree, we 
were obliged to submii;; and packing ourselves in, and 
Lucien and the portmanteaux on the box, as well as we 
could, we proceeded to Ij)£^wi^ch. , There is nothing note
worthy on the way, unless the Lunatic Asylum, a sombre- 
looking, square building, about thirteen miles from Bris
bane, may be thought so. We were nearly five hours 
accomplishing this twenty miles, which, considering that 
it is a very good , road, did not raise our opinion of our 
Irish friend nor of the horses that had fallen to our 
lot.

The next day we sent on the carriage and horses by
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an early train to Bigg’s Camp, and followed later. This 
is the only piece of raili'oad yet opened in Queenslan^cl. 
The gauge is hut three foot, as they could not with 
anytliing wider have managed the sharp curves which 
frequently occur in the course of the twenty^-one miles. 
The gradients in some places are very steep, and look 
still steeper from the narrowness of the line. The car
riages take three persons abreast, but, to enable them to 
do so, are made to project considerably on either side 
of the wheells; so that, in going round some_ of the 
sharpest curves, one can see easily into the next ca^'riage 
but one. An old woman in our carriage was very proud 
of this little bit of rad^'oi^ad: ‘she had said, thirteen 
years ago, that Ipswich was a progressive place; and it 
is a progressive place—why, look at this ’ere railwi^jy!’ 
She had lived in London all her life till she emigTated, 
but that ci'ty seemed to have shrunk in the same pro
portion as Ipswich had gi'own, in her mental vision. 
Especially did she seem to despise it when she learnt 
that, t^hough I reality had been in Lontlc^n-, I could not 
particularly recall ‘ the house next the Dissenting chapel 
in the Edgeware Road.’

On arriving at Bigg’s Camp we drove sixteen miles 
through most uninteresting ‘ bush ’ to Gatt^on. The air 
was made detestable the whole way by the smell of 
carrion. Water had been, and still was, so scarce, that 
the cattle were dying in numbers ; and having, poor 
things ! come to the tr-ack, as being* the most likely means 
oi arriving at a place where they would obtain some, 
had died' by the roadside, and now poisoned the whole 
atmosphere. » *

G
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It was late before we arrived at Gatt^on, but the 
latter part of the way we bad been amused by watching 
several sets of drovers and carriers making up their 
camps for t^he nights. The moon was bright, and very 
pictui’esque ; the people looked by her light and that 
of the camp-fires, making up t^heir beds or coolii^ig t^lie^ir 
suppers, with the unharnessed oxen or horses grouped 
around. They seemed so comfoor^-able that we quite 
longed, to join t^hem, instead of jogging along in our 
slow vehicle. We were destined to spend the night in 
a very ‘ lath-and-plaster ’ inn, in which sleep became im
possible from opossums running about the roof all night 
long..

The next day we left Gatton early, -expecti^ig to 
arrive at Toowoomba, t^went^y^-^five miles off, by about 
2 P.M. Our wretched horses, however, found the car
riage heavier to drag thr^ough bush and up steep hills 
than even over the bad roads at Brisbane, though the 
plausible stable-keeper assured us that they were used 
to the work. When we arrived at the Main Range (a 
mountain-pass of four or five miles, wi-th some really 
steep ‘ pitches ' on it, and a considerable incline the whole 
way), our case seemed hopeless. At the top of the first 
steep place we came to a stand-still. %And there we 
stood; the worst of the horses looking the very im
personation of obstinacy as he hugged the pole, with eyes 
half shut,. his head in the air, and his ears laid back. 
We now discovered that the horses were the property of 
the dri-^ei’; consequently, he did not choose to give the 
flogging, which was the proper way to treat such an 
animal, but left us, and went^\ off ’to see if he could meet
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a d^’ay coming down the hill, from which we might 
borrow a pair of leaders. ’

The heat of the sun was int^ense as we waited here 
till our coachman returaed, announcing the approach of 
an empty di’ay, drawn by a team of eighteen bullocks, 
from which two were to be detached to help us on our 
way. The team was guided by a man and a woman. 
The speech of the former seemed intelligible to none save 
himseljf and' the. bullocks ; but the latter was incessiontly 
shouting, talking, and swearing. She addressed each one 
of the team, by its own pai'ticnlar name, so that by the 
time we arrived at the top I had become well acquainted 
with all of them. It was the ' woman who undertook the 
entire management of our affairs. My father said he 
should walk up, as being qui(^]kei'; I said I should not, as 
being hott^en Seeing me still seated, she exclaimed,—

‘ You gal ther'e, had best come out.’
‘ Why V
‘ Oh, my! theue’s great danger^. Bullocks ain’t like 

horses, yer know!’
‘ No: but I don’t think they ’ll upset me. Will 

they ?’
‘ Noo : p’raps not upset yer ; but yer might be 

out, yer know.’
I assured her I would do my best to hold on, and 

away we went, sidling along, and slowly and deliberately 
overcomii^ig the rough obstructi.ons that lay in our road. 
^Vien the worst was over, the coachman was of opinion 
that the horses co^ild manage the rest of the way by 
themselves. They went fairly as long as the road was 
hvel; but at the first rise our old frieifd stopped short,

_ ♦ •
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and began gibbing, and no exertions on the parts o£ 
Lucien and the coachman would induce him to move 
forwai’d. So we had to wai^t till the dray reappeared, 
and beg renewed assistance from the old woman, who 
seemed to think that we deserved our fat^e. When at 
last we reached the top, where my .father had been for 
some t^ime, she began reproacliing him for his hard
heartedness in . leaving me to face t^he perils alone, saying, 
‘ Yer didn’t know what might happen.'. And when he 
replied that he had expected her to take care of me, she 
exclaimed, ‘ By Garge, I wouldn’t like to be answerable 
for her!’ and evidently considered we had done great 
t^hings in getting up at all. .
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CHAPTER VI]^.

WESTBROOK.

Sunset was approaching when we arrived at Too
woomba, but we were assured that from thence the 
road was good, and that there would be no dilS^i^iu^iby in 
reaching our desti^iat^ion, ten miles oSf, before mic^^iui^^lit; 
and our being rather late would not signify, as there was 
a good moon. So the horses were baited, we had some 
tea, and then set off again for West^l^i^ook. , We soon 
los't our way, but fortunately met a man, more civil t^han 
sober, who, after' wandering about a field in a vague kind 
of way for some t^ime, found a part^icular gat^e^. From 
this point he took his bearings, and put us into a bush- 
t^r'aick, which ultimately brought us- to our destinat^i^on. 
We had been eleven hours doing t^hiir'i^y^^five miles.

Westbrook is a valuable stat^i^on, belonging to a gentle
man whose acquaintance we had made at Sydney. His 
parliame:^f;ary duties kept him in Brisbane, but his ma
nager was at . home, and, like all the other ‘ squatters ’ 
We met with, g'ave us a most hospitable welcome. We 
spent a couple of days here very pleasantly, learning the 
mysteries of a squatter’s life. The houses are comfortable 
—perfect ‘bungalows,’ with low, slopinghorofs, extending
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over the wide verandahs, on to which all the rooms open. 
The head stat^ion is in fact the ‘ home-;farm,’ and is sur
rounded by out-buildingjs. One of t^hese is devoted to 
the accommodation of any persons, squattei's, managers, 
head-men, or, in short, any t^r^a^v^ellers, who, without being 
known to the proprietor of the stat^i^on, claim, hospiitality 
and shel-ter for t^h^ejmselves and their beasts, simply and 
solely on the plea of being wander'er^s^.

The day after our arrival we rode over to Gowrie, 
the nearest stat^i^on, about eight miles off, which is here 
looked upon as next door. Fifteen or twenty miles is 
considered quite cl<^f3e; and we heard of people, far up- 
country, describing themselves as ‘not so very lonely,’ 
their nearest neighbours being only seventy miles off.

The ride over the prairie was delightful, but the 
want of water was obvious. The ground which, in this 
Australian spring-time, should haver- been brilliant with 
patches of flowers and fresh young grass, was brown and 
parched as a ' deserts. In some parts the country is very 
undulating, with tracts of ‘ bush ’ here and there; and 
immediately round Westbr^ook there were low, and, fur
ther off, high hills, covered with magnificent ‘ scrub.’ 
We saw some flocks of wild t^urkeys (bustard), but they 
were too shy ,to let us approach tiiem.» I was riding a 
horse which had formerly belonged to one of the notorious 
‘ bushrangers,’ and still carried a bullet in his shoulder, 
received while bearing his master on some Dick-Turpin- 
like adventur^e. •

The squatters live very comfortably, though there is 
a great want of servants. Not only are good servants 
very scarce, but even the. roughest and most untam^ed
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of Irish require enormous wages, and will not stay more 
than a few months in the same plaice. But no one is 
surprised at the mistress of the house doing the larger 
portion of the work herself, cooking a great part of the 
dinner, and being ready to turn her hand to anything^. 
The freedom from conventionalities, and the sel^-c^on- 
tai^n<iclness of life on a stat^ion, must in many ways be 
very agreeab^le. The squatters have any number of horses 
and dogs as companions, and live in a climate where 
gardening is scarcely more than leaving nature alone. 
We found that here, as elsewhere, distance made no dif
ference in the interest taken in tether people’s affairs, for 
we heard much gossip respecting our friends and ac
quaintances in Brisbane and Sydney. The very thoughts, 
feelings, and motives, of many wi^h whom we had been 
associ;iting, were proclaimed for our beneift; our friends 
themselves being’ doubtless perfectly unconscious of what 
was so kindly attributed to t^b^e^m.

The quantity of land consltituting a ‘ run ’ is very 
large. Two or two and a half acres per sheep are con
sidered very good land ; and the sheep are reckoned, on 
a ‘ run ’ of the smallest pretension, by thousands. On 
many ‘ runs ’ there are also cattle and horses, in consi
derable number’s. And besides all this grazing land there 
is also culitivated land, and '‘bush,’ or waste land; so 
that, after a time, one becomes accustomed to hear people 
in these districts talk as calmly of adding forty or fifty 
thousand acres to their ‘ run,’ as they would in England 
of buying a plot of land of forty or fifty acres.

We left West^brook for Pillion, a station about thirty 
miles off. The resulit of following th^e^* directions of the
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only person we met in the course of our journey was, 
that we lost our way. By the time we ought to have 
arrived at Pilt^on, we had the satisfaction of finding our
selves close to some telegraph-posts that we had been 
particularly warned to have nothing to do with, and 
which, in fact, we had kept clear of as long as we were in 
the ‘bush.’- But when we reached the open plain we 
found that, without knowing it, we had been pursuing 
a path parallel to them. There was not a human creature 
to be seen, no hut nor homestead. Nothing but a dreary 
waste of brown prairie, crossed by the line of telegraph
posts, as far as the eye could see in one direction, and 
in the other interminable bush. There were some low, 
blue hills in the distance, and we knew that amongst 
them lay the Pilton valley. But we had no means of 
asceirtaining the track by which a carriage could cross the 
various creeks, that were too narrow to be worth bridg
ing over, and too wide to be crossed by wheels, excepting 
where the banks had been gradually worn down by the 
occasional passing of drays and carts. Our driver had 
wandered away to seek for a human habitat^i^on, but re- 
tui’ned after a fruitless search. At length, in the far 
distance, we "fancied we descried a dark, 'moving object, 
which, on being examined thiough our glasses, proved to 
be a bullock-dray, crawling along in the usual sleepy 
manner^. We hailed its appearance with joy, and waited 
impatiently the return of the coachman, who had gone 
to meet it, in hopes of learning our way. To return to 
the right track, we had to cross ground that resembled 
a petr^ified sea, and produced in passing over it nearly the 
same sensation as being on the sea it^sejlf. People seem
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unable to account satisfactorily for the existence of broad 
tracts of land regularly furrowed, which coiis'ttantly occur 
in these praii'^es. The opinion generally prevails that it 
is the result of the natural drainage of the country^. 
‘ New hands ' are t^old, that these furrows ai'e the only 
tr’a^ces of cultivation left by the ‘ blacks ' of former gener- 
at^i^ons.

It requires but a short experience of bush-travelling 
to appreciate fully the weariness and misery which must 
be suffered by those who have to undergo much of it^, 
and alone. I could imagine a solhsary man, being driven 
weU-nigh out of his mind by the horror of going on day 
after day, day after day, without once seeing ‘ a kindly, 
human face,' or hearing- a ‘ human voice,’ perhaps without 
even t^^e hum of an insect, or the song of a bird, to break 
the intensity of the silence, and the oppression of the 
soliisude. Remember that he gazes on nothing but the 

‘boundless prairie, where lulls or other objects, seen in 
tlie distance at the commencemei^it of a day’s jourmey, 
seem hardly nearer at the end of that journe;y; or the 
* bush,’ where one grows first giddy and then sleepy from 
the monotony of cons-tantly passing the bare, ragged 
trunks of the gum-trees, which succeed each other wiith 
wearying similarity^. Their helpless-looking leaves giving 
Ho grateful shade, but hanging from the branches with a 
depressed and depressing expression. .

Eventually we regained the right track, and made 
our way towards Pilt^on, arriving by sunset at the mouth 
of the valley, at the end of which is the head-stat^i^on. 
The scenery was almost Scotch in its wild bearuty; and 
the col<^uring as we drove up the narrow pass, wi^th hills

    
 



90 CO]^<^I^jLAL EXPERIEN^CE.

on ei-ther side, was gorgeous. Pilton was a most com
fortable stat^i^on, and less like a bush-house than any at 
which we strayed. The owner was building it himself, 
and had not quite finished it. The dark, polished wood 
of the doors and wainscots, and the neat fi:nish of foliose 
rooms which were completed, gave a comfoirtable, home
like aspect to the place. The garden was charming, and 
very prettily laid out^.

The family consisted of three sons at home, t^he t^wo 
eldest of whom worked on the run. There was also a 
young man learning ‘colonial experience,’ which is con
sidered the best and cheapest way, for one who has had 
no prrevious experience of manual labour, to begin a 
squaitter’s life. The arrangeme:nt is as follows : they pay 
about 100Z. a-year to some squatter, and live as one of 
the family, doing whatever work may be required of 
them. In the . course of a year or so, they have acquired 

. suf^(^:i<^nt knowledge to take some pos-t on the stat^ion, for * 
which they recei'^^e. wages. Afterwards, if they go on 
well, they often become partners in the run.

Many young men, who know nothing of colonial life, 
and have only heard of its pleasaUt side, go out to 
Australia with a few hundred pounds, upoil which they 
think to live until something * turns up.’ They soon find 
that here money melts like ice in the sun, and that they 
are left at the .end of a few months without a shilling 
in t;heir pockets, and glad to take even menial employ
ment t^o save themselves from starvat^i^on. When we 
were in Brisbane we were told that a gent^l^eman, ’who 
had been a captain in the Guards, and major in a Dra
goon regiment, was then head-wai'ter at an hotel far up
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country, in one of the mos't ‘ rowdy,’ rough places in 
’ the whole colony. A short time before our arrival two
English bai-onets were driving vehicles for hire ab^^it the 
streei^s.

This young man at Pillion had given up his com
mission in the army to try and better his fortunes by 
emigrat^ion. He seemed trying to like getting up at five 
in the morning, chasing his horse, saddling him, and 
then, with one of the sons, riding off to seek, and drive 
hack, strayed cattle, which sometimes involved the neces
sity of camping out all nights, with only a blanket for 
covering, and a loaf and some tea by way of dinner. But 
it appeared to be a very hard lesson for him, and one 
which would take year’s to learn.

Mr.  was having a reservoir made, by building a 
dam across a creek, running t^hr’ough some paddocks near 
the house. He hoped thus to keep up a suff^<^:i^i^'t supply 
of water, both for the cattle and the land, thr'oug'h the 
summer drought. It is the practice here, when the grass 
is parched through sun and drought, to set the surface 
on fire, burning off all the brown, withered pontioi^fs; 
soon after which the roots thi’ow up fresh shoots, which 
are fertilized by the ashes of their pred^ecessors. But 
while this process is going on, the whole landscape is 
obscured by smoke, and such was, I regret to say, the 
case during our stay here. •

On leaving Pilton our destination was Canning 
Downs, a station thirty miles off. • We stopped on our 
way at Glengallan, eighteen miles from Pillion, where the 
view from the house is very pretty'. The owner of the 
‘ run ’ was considered the ' best practioal farmer on the
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Downs, and had more of his land under cultivation than 
any of the other squatters^. He had purchased the free
hold of a great part of his run, and apparently intended 
to settle inhere entir^ely, as he seemed to enjoy the kind 
of life very much, and talked of building a large stone
house on his property^.

After lunch, having ridden thus far, accompanied by 
one of our Pilton friends, we proceeded in the carriage 
to Canning Downs. The owner' of this large and very 
flo^urishing farm was in Engli^^d; but his absence did 
not make the slightest difference in the welcome we re
ceived from his housekeeper^. It is a strange feeling, that 
of going to houses where one knows no one, and is equally 
unkno'wn; and, without having a letter, or intr’oduct^i^on, 
or anything of the kind, being taken in, treated with the 
ut^most hospi'tality, and invariably pressed to stay. In 
the present case, we were sent to a gentleman’s house, 
while he was away, to remain as long as we pleased, as 
guests in his house, without having ever seen, or perhaps 
being ever likely to see, and l^liank him for so cordial a 
reception, bestowed by proxy, and very likely unknown 
t^o him.

The housekeeper at Canning Downs, t^hough she had 
heard we were coming, had not expected us till t^wo days 
latter; but she soon had our rooms ready, and every
thing comfortable. This was a very cheerful house, with 
beautiful plants climbing over the verandah, and sur
rounded by a pretty garden. The land immediately 
about the house was like a park, with pretty drives 
through bush and over down-land, on which, every here 
arid there, stood -^ii^ibi^iresque groups of tre^e^s^.
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The manager presently came to ask us to drink tea 
with him and his wife at the farm, about a quarter of a 
mile distant^. Their house is a wee cottage, with fai'm- 
buildings and wool-sheds all round.

The best t^ime for seeing busy life on a station is 
about a month later than this, during sheai^ir^gr-^-^ime^.- 
Then all hands, from all parts of the run, are collected 
to help in sheep-washing, shearing, and wool^l^j^s^c^lki^gg; 
after which a grand, harvest^-home- kind of festival tables 
place. On this mu inhere were .55,000 sheep, 7000 head 
of cattle, and a large number of horses. At shearing
time about twenty or twent^jr-five men are hard at work, 
shearing from morning till nights. A good shearer will 
shear 100 sheep a-day. The men are paid according' to 
their work. Every man on being ‘ taken on ' gives a 
particular mark to the superintendent, and puts a si^iilar 
mark on each sheep he has sheared. The superiintendent 
examines every sheep, and pays according t^o t^he way in 
which the work has been done. The squatter’s average 
profiit in a good year is 11. a sheejn; and one is sometimes 
told of an heiress being possessed of so many thousand 
sheep, which means so many ‘ th^ousand pounds.’

I ’never remember having heard curlews elsewhere to 
the same extent as during our stay here. All night long 
they broke the stillness of the air with their weird, 
mournful note. It hardly required a person to be either 
nervous, or very imaginative, to fancy that this might be 
the cry of ‘ some lone spirit ’ or departed wanderer, 
doomed for ever to roam over the face of the globe. 
When all else is still, the belated tra^veller, pursuing his 
soliitary way thr^ough the darkness, iso startled by this

0

    
 



94 WARWICK.

unearthly sound. He can see no form, and hear no 
rustle of wings. It comes and goes, now nearer now 
farther, now stronger now fainter, now high above his • 
head now close at his side, till at last it dies away in 
the far distance, and leaves him, with that plaintive note 
ringing in his ears, to indulge in wild fancies or fearful 
delusions. Even within doors at night, when all other 
sounds were hushed, this melancholy scream, and the 
noise of the opossums scampering about the roof, gave 
one quite an ‘ eerie ' sensation.

We spent a Sunday here, and went t^o a well-buil-t 
church at Warwick, about three miles off. In the after
noon, while sitting with Mr. and Mrr^.  in t^heir cot
tage, a pair of the queerest old people from a neigh
bouring station came in. They were very old squatt^eis, 
who had miade a great deal of •money, but had not become 
refined during the pr^ocess. The old lady was quaint, 
treated her h’s mercilessly, and talked of all the sur
rounding squatters (the conversation was entirely made 
up of gossip, and animadversions upon the conduct of 
neighbour's) by their surnames. The old man was still 
quainter. After sitting talking for some time in the 
verandah, he suddenly exclaimed, ‘ Well, —v, can’t you 
suggest anything ? you ’re usually of a suggestive turn.’ 
This to c outsiders ’ sounded rather incomprehensible, but 
the appearance of some brandy and water soon afterwards 
showed that Mr,------ liad charrty rn^desttoc^d the deih^atte
hint^.

We afterwards went all over the farm wi^th Mr.------ .
There was not much work going on, except thr^eshing, 
or rather grinding^, the grain from Indian corn. The
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American • machine, which saves much time and labour, is 
used here for this pui’j)ose. We were also shoAvn some 
very fine wrinkled sheep, which had gained a prize at the 
last agricultural show,^ and of which the manager was 
extremely proud.

One day we rode to Killamey, fifteen miles off, where 
the superintendent of the Cattle Station lives. It is very 
pretty, but not-woirthy of the recollections its name calls 
forth. The only approach to a lake is a small lagoon, 
which did not at all resemble the Killarney of ‘ the defl^’ 
ould comnt'hrey.’ Here there were butter and milk at 
luncheon. These are rare luxuries on the Downs. Strange 
as it may appear, on ‘ runs,' where cattle are counted by 
t^housands, it is, as a rule, too much trouble t^o keep any 
of t^hem up for milk. They are allowed to roam about 
and stray awa^jr; and, as lorrg* as they grow fat for beef, 
Ho further heed is taken of them. A good many ‘ blacks ’ 
Were employed on this farm. They are said to be, occa
sionally, good and clever workmen ; but their manner 
Was most listless and uninterest^ing. Wiren not actually 
at work they lie down on faces, bury their heads in 
their hands, and seem to f^nd it too much tr^ouble even 
to look up to answer a questi^on. In appear'ance they are 
hideous and disgustingly dirt^^. We bought a long stick 
of miall wood from one of them. This wood has a deli
cious scent, as of violets, in its natural state; but the 
outside of the piece in question had been so saturated 
'^ii;h oil, which the natives delight to rub, not only over 
themselves but over everything they possess, that it re
quired a vast amount of scraping with’ broken glass and 
SaKh-|pqoer to enable us to perceive the original swee-t odour'.
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The coi^mitry round here is exti'emely prelbt^^^; and as 
we rode home, the hills, which are of fine form, were 
lighted up with the wonderful colc^T^ui’ing’ of an Australian 
sunset. Nowhere else in the world have I seen any
thing like it: the deep, transparent purple of the hills, 
standing out against the glorious gold of the sky; and 
both, though so distinct in colour, seeming t^o blend with 
and soften each other^. ’

The day before leaving Canning Downs we sent on 
our carriage to Maryvale, a statJW belonging to another 
M.P. squatter^, who had invited us to stay t^here, though 
expecting to be himself kept in Brisbane by parliamentary 
dut^i^es. Thus far Mr.------ s»^nt us m liis j^liatton , Vf lait
a difference there was between our own stubborn, sulky, 
snail-paced animals and the pair of large, well-bred' horses, 
who seemed to f^^nd nothing more delightful than rustling 
up a steep hill, and only required the coachman’s ‘Hi, 
Borneo! hi, Julin^t!’ to set t^^rem off at a gallop. We had 
determined not t^o stay at Maryvale should orur host not 
have returned home, so after lunch we again packed our
selves into our carriage, and went on our way. The view 
from Maryvale is very pretty, but the road to the head 
station is execrable. Even with the light jphaeton in 
which we had come, and its good horses, it was hard 
work to get up and down anything so like the side of a 
house, and very rocky to boot.' But the idea that we 
should maoaga it in our own carriage was too delightful 
to be entertained for a moment. Our horses took us 
down the steepest and worst side pretty well, but on 
ascending the opposite side, at the fi:rsit strai^i on one of 
the tlllces, it broke, and we tnintlled backwards to the
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bottom of the hilL Our driver bad not provided bi^mself 
with even a bit of rope in case of accidents, and we lost 
an hour while he ran back to the farm and mended the 
trace with t^in tacks (!), which, of course, wouldn’t hold. 
Fortunat^ely, he had t;aken the precaution t^his t^i^me of 
bringing a piece of rope, which proved more serviceable, 
and was substituted for the t^iace. This loss of time was 
unsatisfactory, as our journey of eighteen miles was for 
the most part over an extremely bad road. So bad, in
deed, that it could .haaydly be called a road, and more 
resembled the course of a mountain t^orrent, whose last 
descent had left huge boulders in its p,ath^. Our aggra
vating horses, too, chose to take it into their heads, that 
as, while the traice was being mended, we had got out 
and walked to the top of the hill, waalking must be an 
exercise of which we were fond. At every subsequent 
hill, tlier^efore, as soon as they had gone as far as the 
impetus of the carriage bore them, they stopped, and on 
being touched with the whip, began to roll us down the 
hill, till we got out, when, with a greaat deal ' of flogging, 
they would go on. Not a step, except backwards, would 
they take as long as we remained seated, so at last, to 
save thne, we got out at once, which resulted in our 
walking at least a t;hil’d of the journey, the hills being 
neither few nor far between.

The road down the Main Range has been well cared 
for, and is capita^l. The scenery is very fine, a good 
deal resembling the Western Ghats of Indiii; the re
semblance bei^ig heightened by the magnificent ‘ scrub ’ 
t^hrough which the road winds. I think it would be 
diffi^ii^l; to name a tree of more beautiful foliage, than

. H
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the Moreton Bay chestnut, with its large, palma^t^ecl, 
yellow-green leaves. The Moreton Bay pine is also beau
tiful ; and the bunya-bunya, though somewliat stiff and 
formal, is nevertheless of handsome and stately growth. 
This last is particularly prized by the natives on acco^int 
of the seeds, which they look upon as a great delicacy. 
But though it is kept in all the botani^cal, as well as the 
private gardens, whose owners take any pains with them, 
this tree is said to be fast disappearing, and the natives 
say, that as they can’t live without the bunya-bunya, 
when the last bunya-bunya dies, there will no longer be 
a black left on the Coi^t^ii^ei^t!' The Norfolk Island pine, 
now well known in England as the Araucaria excelsa, is 
one m.ore in the list of trees which, in some parts of 
this Continent, almos-t comjpensate by their beauty for the 
ugliness of nearly all tirose belonging to the Eucalyptus

It was very delightful to be in the midst of this 
beautiful scenery just at sunset, when a fine view is 
rendered magnificent by the colouring ; but it was not a 
pleasant c^^si^ideration that the worst part of our way 
was yet to come, and that we were in a latitude where 
twilight is not^. Still less- pleasant was it, when we got 
a little lower, . t^o find ourselves on a most vihanous. 
road, with a gradient of about one in six, andyi lateral 
incline of much the same; with dust so thick, that at 
every step the horses raised a cloud that completely hid 
them; and with no break or drag on the carriage, which 
swung round and went down the hill like a crab, the 
wheels not bitings, and only adding to the already suffo- 
eating cloud of dust. Altogether, though not given to
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‘ nerves,' I was very glad when we arrived in safety at 
the foo-fc of the pass, where inhere is a clean, comfoi’table 
little inn, kept by a civil It^arlian. At a short distance 
from the inn, a fine cone-like hill stands almost alone, 
and looked grand • as we saw it later, when the moon 
had risen, and brought out its clear, sharp outline against 
the dark sky.

The next day we had a long forty-t^wo miles' drive 
into Ipswich, t^hrough bush or uninteresting fl:xt ground ; 
but on our way we came across more wild animal life, 
such as kanga^raos, beautiful birds, and curious i^isects, 
than we had seen anywhere else during our bush tra
vellings.

Just an hour before arriving at Ipswich t^here was 
a heavy thundei^st^oi'm, showing us what we might 
have had t^o endure in the way of roads had it occurred 
earlier in our journey^. In five minutes the track became 
so heavy, that one would fancy a night of rain would 
render it impassabl^e^.

On our return to Brisbane we found the heat and 
mosc^uitoes considerably increased, and people beginning 
to look forward to the two or three really t^rying months 
of summer weather', We only stayed a few days, and 
then went back to Sydney, en route to New Zealand,

We wore kept at Sydney ten days, as steamers only 
tun once a month from Auckland, and if a mail from 
England is signalled (or signali^zed, as it is called here) 
from St, George’s Sound, the steamer is delayed for the 
passengers and mails.

The harbour, gardens, and moorland round Sydney, 
tvere looking still more lovely than when we were there

    
 



100 THE BOTANICAL GARDENS.

before. Such exquisite flowers in the wild, uncultivated 
ground ! On the road to Botany Bay an endless variety 
of the myrt^aceous ti’i^be, and a beautiful epacrid, scarlet 
with white tips, called the ‘native fuchsia.' I never saw 
such a Judas-tr’ee as one in the Botanical Garden!?; the 
stems and boughs were coi^;pli^'tely hidden beneath the 
mass of purple blossom.
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CHAPTER VIII

NEW ZEALAND.

We had. a favourable voyage of five days and a half 
from Sydney to Auckland. From various accormts given 
us, we had expected this voyage to he the roughest and 
most disagreeable of any in these seas ; hut it proved, 
on the contrary, the least so. We had a fair wind the 
whole way, and they said the sea was like a mill-pond. 
It was rough enough to make me good for nothing, as 
usiud; and I was, moreover, nearly drowned one night 
by a great green sea, which dashed in at the port, and 
coimj^^li^ltely drenched everything in the cabin. It was 
quite dark, and all I could see, when breath and. con
sciousness had a litt^le returned, was, that as the sea, 
wiith which the cabin was filled, surged backwards and 
forwards, my boots and slippers, covered wiith phosphores
cence, were flot^lting up and down, looking like phant^om- 
boots and slipper-ghos^ts!

‘Professor,’ or ‘Wizard,' Jaicobs, the great conjuror, 
was one of our fellow-passengers. He is'a very amusing 
old man, and often helped to enliven us by showing some 
of his tri^cks, which only required sleijght of hand, and 
no machinery.

60120
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We were wi-thin sight of land twenty-four hours 
before arriving at Auckland. The cotast on this side of 
the island is fine, but by no means so iron-bound as that 
of Australia. The ‘ Bay of Islands ■ is well named. Some 
of the islands look like gigantic barnacles standing out 
of the sea. Nearly all are picturesque, though small, 
and very bari'en^l^ooking^.

We were too late to land the night we arrived, but 
at daybreak t^he next morning my father went on shore 
to see whether accommodation could be had at any of 
the hotels, and whether he could learn anything of his 
old. friends, the Bishop and Mrs. Selwyn, and a gentle
man of whom we had known somelthing in India. The 
Bishop was away from home, but myfather found our 
other friend, who took him to several of the hotels, but 
there was not a room, ^o be had, as ‘it was race-week,' 
and then to some lodgi^ig-houses, one of which we t^ook. 
Even at that early hour in the morning ‘ nobblers ’ were 
considered desirable, and t^wice in the course of his search 
for room.s my father was greeted wi^th—‘ Step in and 
take a drink ; won’t you, mate V

The house in which we had apartments was a tiny 
wooden erection, kept by the widow and daughter of an 
officer, who many years before had come out with his 
regimen!^. They grievously bemoaned their hard fate' in 
having to let lodgings for a livelihood, but did not seem to 
understand that it would have been much better had they 
studied t^o make their lodgers comfortable, and to keep 
the house clean and neat, than to attempt to keep up 
‘ lady-like ’ accomj^^lLshments. Neither of them ever at
tempted to help, in the house-work, and the daughter

V
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.seemed to devote her time to drumming on a wretched 
piano, and teaching small children to do the same. There 
was one miserable litt/le ‘ scrub,’ whose face peered out 
of a penthouse of ragged hair, and wore a curious suit 
of grey, of every variety of shades, who had to do all 
the worik for her mistresses and the lodgers. As to 
real servants there are none here ; New Zealand is far 
worse off in that respect even than Australia. Lucien 
did everything, from co'oiiing our dinner' to making our 
bedss; not excepting cleaning the knives and blacking 
the brn^tts; for, as he said, with an indignant snort one 
day, ‘ dat gal — she nuttink know !'

In the afternoon the friend whom we had found, 
having procured a horse for me, took me to ‘ Epsom,' 
about three miles off, where the races were going on. 
There was nothing remarkable in the racing, but the as
sembled crowd was a curious sights. Nearly every one 
was on horseback ; and as soon as a race was over dozens 
of ‘ country bumpkins ' would set off in the mos-t reckless 
way, tearing across the field and trying to emulate what 
they had just witnessed, quite indifferrent as to whether 
their course were clear or not. As a good many of t^h^em 
seemed t^o be ‘a wee fou,’ concussions and falls were nu
merous. During the actual races it was still worse, each 
one trying to get’ the best place, and to see everything.

We made a long ci:rcui1s in riding home, so as to gain 
a good general view of the t^own and harbour^. The latter 
is beaut^i^ful, running very far inland, and having on the 
opposite side ‘ an extinct volcano, of very

* ‘ Rangitoto,' red sky. o

    
 



104 ■ NEEW ZEALAND.

perfect conical form, and beautiful colour, but quit, 
barren, consi^i^ibing entirely of scoria. The town is ex
tremely hilly. The streets are laid out without any order 
or regularity, and the houses are mostly built of wood. 
The roads are worse than in Brisbane, which is saying 
much. There are great holes in the middle of the prin
cipal streets, filled with mud and slush, and into these 
are thi’own (whether by way of mending, I do not know) 
glass bottles, broken china, bits of hoop-iron, and every
thing that can add to the danger of any luckless rider or 
driver whose horse should be obliged to go thiough one.

When the Bishop retura^ed, he and Mrs. Selwyn 
kindly asked us to stay wi-th them; and a most enjoy
able visilt we had. Ip the meanwhile Mr------ liad been
our cicerone, and, in the course of various rides, had 
shown us a great deal of the coi^m-t^ry round. One day 
he t^ook us to St. John’s College, about six miles from 
Auckland, whence there is a most lovely view of the 
harbour, wiith its islands, peninsulars, and bays. From 
thence we proceeded, nine miles farther, to Howick, where 
also the view of land and water combined is beaut^iful. 
The country roads were enchanting, with their hedges 
of gorse, sweet-briar, and double-briar roses, and climb
ing luxuriantly over all was a large and beautiful white 
clematis. Nearly all the hedges dividing the fields are of 
gorse, cut very evenly and kept rather low: they were 
then in full bloom, and looked like gold-coloured ribbons. 
In shady nooks, and near to running water, the tree-fern 
spreads its graceful fronds ; and other ferns of the most 
beautiful kinds grew abundantly on the ground and in the 
hedgerows, while the air was f^ed with delicious perfumer.
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One day we visited the Kauri Pine Forests. The 
ride to it is fl^at, dull, and uninterest^ing, hut the forest 
itself is grand. Kauri wood is used here for the same 
purposes as deal in other doiunsiri^tj; hut. it is of much 
finer grain, and when varnished is almost equal to maple. 
Many of the houses are panelled with it, and nearly all 
the doors, mant^elpi^eces, as well as much of the furniture, 
are made of it. The trees are large, and not only very 
valuable as t^imber, but produce a fine gum, much like 
the copal, which is now sold for 40l. per ton, through 
when fii'sf, discovered no one would take it at a gift.

I do not know whether scient^ific people have ever 
comjrared the islands of Zanzibar and New Zealand, or 
considered that the same land of ti'ees have probably in 
past ages grown in both of t^liem. Mos^t of the copal 
gum is, I believe, brought from Zanz-ii^f^r; but there the 
gum is found in the ground, and is dug out in lumps. 
Here it is chiefly collected from the trunks of the tie^es, 
out of which it oozes like turpentine ; though where 
the trees have been burnt, or cut do^vn, large lumps are 
dug out from among t^he roots. "

The t^x'ee-fern and other ferns, parasitical plants, and 
creepers, were lovely here; but the path thr^ough the 
forest was very bad, and the mud up to, and in some 
places above, our horses' knees.

We made another excursion to the other side of the 
bay, which we found very pretty, but we were a long- 
ti^me in reaching it, on accoimt of t^he numerous shallows, 
in which we co:n^ibantly stuck fast^, having t^o wait until 
floia-ted of^ by the rising t^Jid^e. After landing, we walked 
aboi^-t a mile and a half thuugh cul-tivated ground to the
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top of a hill, from which we looked down upon a pretty 
litt^le lake, wiith the bay in the distance on one side, 
and t^he open sea oil the othei’. The wind, as is usually 
the case here, was high and disagreeable, and the showers 
sharp and sudden; on recrossing the bay our tiny litt^le 
boat bobbed about among the big waves, and shipped so 
much water, that it was far from being pleasant^.

The Bishop had just moved into a new house, planned 
by himself, and built under his own directi^on. It stands 
in the middle of a large garden, on the brow of a steep 
hill, a litt^le out of the town, and from some of the rooms 
there is a most beautiful view of the bay and Ptangit^ot^o. 
The house contains, besides the ordinary rooms, a very 
good library, and a neat litt^le chapel, in which service 
was performed morning and evenings. It was just then 
a point under consideration by what name it should be 
called ; ‘ Bishop’s Palace ' seemed natural enough for the 
Bishop’s residence,: but then, as the Bishop said, ‘ that 
leads one to expect plat^e, and plush, and powc^er; and 
here are we with a maid-of-all-work, and “old nurse!”’ 
Trolly, New Zealand is the roughest place imaginable as 
to the manner of living. There is plenty of food, but 
no one to cook it, and tbe scarciity of servants, or 
those who will do any woiI^, , is only equalled by 't^hieir 
independ^ence when they do condescend to undertake any 
srr^v^i^(;r^.

There is a very good peal of bells in the Bishop’s 
chapel, but, unfortunately, no one understood how to 
hang tliem. The belfry being of wood, they could not 
be hung there for fear of bringing it down ; so a few feet 
of wall had to be built, and the usual ihethod of hanging
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bells reversed—the bells being put below, and the wheel 
and other apparatus for pulling th^em above. Some of 
the island boys from the Melanesian Mission came in with 
their butter for market while we were in the bedfry, and 
gre<at was their deli^ght when the Bishop told them that 
they might ring the bells. They set to work with a will, 
and soon produced a deafening din, which seemed to 
afford them the greatest saf^i^sfacf^i^on. The more noise 
they made, the more did their wlrite teeth show, till at 
last each face became one long grin from ear to ear.

Among other tailings, the Bishop showed us the ‘ epi
scopal kit ' carried by him when visiting diffeirent parts of 
his diocese. It consisted of a tiny tent made by Mrs. 
Selwyn, just long enough for him to lie down in, and 
intended t^o t>ie up between a couple of ti'ees or posts ; a 
tin pannikin, in which to boil water for tea or cocoa ; a tin 
pot to drink it out of ; and a canvas bag in which to carry 
hard biscuits. Voild, touit! No wonder that a man, so 
independe;nt both of creature comfoi'ts and of all l^he 
accessories generally regarded as the sine qutd non of a 
Bishop, when tr^avelling or visiting his diocese, should be 
successful in his work.

The Bishop took us one day to Cuhi Marirna, the 
Melanesian Mission, about eight miles off, ihr^ough. lanes, 
where the mud was nearly up to the horses’ girths, but 
lined with flowers and abounding in lovely views. 
Bishop Patt^eson was absent, visi-ting his diocese (Mela
nesia), but we saw his ‘Palace’ which consiisted of 
t^wo wee rooms, about the size of cabins on board ship, 
filled with curiosities of all kinds, collected during dif
ferent voyages among the islands. A missionary and his
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wife live her^e. When we arrived ------  was in his
shirty-sleeves, digging in the garden, and his wife was 
‘ making up ' the butter, which the island Tboys churn. 
They t^old us, that unless they worked with the boys it 
was impossible to get them to do anything^. They, however, 
work hard, and willingly, when they see such an example 
of energy and earnestness as Mr. and Mrs.------ set thmn.

They keep several cows, and by the produce of their 
dairy realise a considerable sum annually in support of 
the Mission. The boys attend to the cows and churn the 
butter, and when ready for market take it into Auckland 
to the Bishop's, where it is sold on their behal^f.

Ws were told that the expense of the erection of 
this very pretty, little grey-stone Mission-house, was in 
great part defrayed from the proceeds of one of Miss 
Yonge’s novels. The house is panelled with Kauri pi^ie, 
simply varnished, making the interior extremely pretty at 
small expense. Miss Yonge would be well satisfied, I 
am sure, wi-th the appearance of such a snug, comfoir^able, 
homelike nest of buildings, in as fair a spot and as bright 
a climate as can be found in the world.

This was the fiyrst winter during which any of the 
island boys had been kept away from their homiess: 
for, though perfectly hardy while without clothes, they 
require great care when once brought from their warmer 
climats and made to wear shoes, stockings, and other 
garments of civilised nat^i^ons. They are soon chilled and 
made ill if they remain in damp clothes, but were always 
very reluctant t^o take the tiouble to change them. This 
dozen of Banks’ Islanders seemed, however, t^o have stood 
the colder climate well, and to be very happy in their
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new home. When we were coming away we ' found several 
of them cooking shell-fish, in an iron pot, on the beach. 
The Bishop stood talking to th^em for some ti^ne, they 
meanwhile pressing upon us their boiled mussels. ’

We had many other pleasant rides in the neighbour
hood. One to the summit of Mount Eden, which, like all 
the other hills round, is an extinct volcano, showing an 
exceptionally perfect crater. It was like climbing the 
side of a house, but the view from the top amply repaid 
the trouble of ascendhio’.o

During one or t^wo days of our stay at Auckland the 
weather and climate were simply perfec^c: tliey were 
‘ regular li^&w Zealand days,’ as we were told—calm, soft, 
balmy, and very bright^. But at other times the wind 
was intensely disagreeable, and the rain no less so ; the 
latter pattering down on the shingle roofs in one ceaseless 
pour, forcibly recalling to our minds that dreariest of 
seasons, ‘ the monsoon ’ in India.

We met many pleasant people residing in Auckland 
while staying with the Bishop. It would seem to be 
very generally the case, that the less extx’a^neous aid 
there is to be had in a countrjr, the more unbounded 
is the hospi/tality of its inhabitant's^. At the Bishop’s 
there was always a welcome reception, and plates and 
chairs for any number of guests at breakfast and dinner^, 
in spite of the limited assistance afforded by the ‘ maid- 
of-;ill-woi ’̂k ’ and ‘ old nurse;’ and nearly everywhere we 
stayed in New Zealand we found the same to be the case.

We should have much liked to have accepted the 
Bishop’s invitat^ion to go with him to Waikato (the 
principal seat of the war), where the scenery is described
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as magnifit^c^nt; but the Steamers run very inconveniently 
for ti^avellers, obliging them either to; r^emain a whole 
month, or , only spend a day or l^wo at each place. After 
about a fortnight’s stay at Auckland; we 'chose the 
latter .course, and took our passages by the steamer 
which runs to Dunedin; and calls at various-ports on the 
way.

On Sunday, the 8th of October, we left our kind' host 
and hostess, and drove eight miles to Manakau, where 
we found the steamer waitings. This is a f^e har
bour, surrounded by well-wooded hills sloping down to 
the water’s edge. A dangerous bar crosses the enti’a^nce. 
When we went out the sea was elsewhere calm as a mill
pond, but on the bar the surf was so tr’emendous, that 
one would rather not imagine what it must be in a 
st^ormi.

Our small steamer was crowded with the ‘ Christy’s 
Minstrel Troupe ’ going to Nelson. Such a set of beiztn^^^! 
The amount of champagne, hock, sherry, beer, porter, and 
brandy, they consumed was perfectly astounding. Knives 
and forks .they seemed to c^^sider as among the super
fluities of life; and disagreeable as the men themselves 
were, the presence of their ‘ pets ’ was* still more so. 
Each man had a wife, and each wife a lap-dog, a monkey, 
or a cage of birds, which, in a small, stuffy steamer, 
were anything but agreeable companions.

The weather was tolerably calm, through rainy, and 
next morning by daylight we arrived at Taranaki, where, 
% a beautiful euphuism, the open roadstead, on the 
shore of which we counted • jOurt^een wrecks, is called a 
‘ harbour.’ Here we received a note from an old friend, 

c
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Colonel W----- , -b^(^;o-ing us to land ’as soon 'as possible,
which we hastened to- do. The boats for landing are 
very large and • sti’ong. They are built• and manned
upon the life-bo,Eit pi'iinci^j^le}; and when within a few 
hundi'ed yards of the shore are run upon a hawser, at

' t^iched- t^o. a buoy outside the heavy surf, to prevent the , 
possibn^ity of their being turned broadside to the waves, 
which here dash in with immense violence. ’

The principal object of interest at Taranal^i is Mount 
Egmont, a magnificent cone, never entirely free from 
snow. Unhappily, on this morning it was hidden under 
a cloud-niantle, so thick that we could only obtain occa
sional glimpses. Soon after breakfast Colonel W------
ordered horses, and we set off ‘to see the lioi^^;’ but ’we 
had hardly been out a quarter of an hour before the rain 
came down in torrents, and obliged us to gallop back as 
fast as possible, hoping that the day might clear before 
5 p.m., at which time we had been warned to be again on 
board. In the interval we solaced ourselves by looking 
over port^folios and boolks. of clever sketches taken by 
our host. We were, however, disappointed, for hardly 
had we returned to the house when Colonel W------s
aide-de-camp, looking out of the window, saw the 
signal ‘Beady for Sea' put up from the steamer^. At 
the same mome;n^ an orderly came up from the beach, 
saying the last boat was being made ready, and we also 
saw the steamer weigh anchor and steam out to sea, • a. 
sure sign that she would be off as soon as posf^i^lol^te; for 
there is nothing the captains of vessels on this coast dis-. 
like so much as being near the shore when the wind 
and sea are high or rising^. In stormy weather they do
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not anchor, but lie off and on until the mails have been 
landed, and others shipped. •

All this time the wind and sea were rising higher 
and higher, and the rain was pouring down with ever
increasing fury, but there was no help for it; go we must. 
Colonel W------ ani^d liis aniedie-camp, wvn^j^jpu^g us irp
in macint^oshes, accompanied us to the beach. Before 
we could reach the boat we were almost washed out of 
the cart, which was taking us thorough the surf, by the 
violence of the waves. The poor horse refused to face 
th^em, and in t^ur^ning away, caused us to be completely 
drenched. I was in my habit, ceritainly not the dress 
one would choose when desiring the 'full use of one’s 
limbs, and most inconveniient under existing circum
stances. What wi-th the pouring rain, and the seas 
consitantly breaking over the boat, we were all soaked 
through and through before arriving at the steamer. 
A£ost of the others in the boat (there were foiTby persons 
in her, including the crew of sixteen men) were people 
going to some new gold-diggings at Hokatika, with their 
one blanket and small carpet-bag or bundle. These being 
placed in the bottom of the boat, where .there was a 
considerable amount of water, must soon liEave been 
wet thr^ough ; but, nevertheless, the poor owners did not 
lose their good t^empei^. They seemed to .regard it. as 
* all in the day’s work,’ and, buoyed up with the expect
ation of untold wealth to be accumul;cted as the reward 
of their enterprise, maintained their cheerfulness through
out. The steamer being so much farther out than in the 
morning we were long in reaching her, and getting on 
board was a matter of difficulty, not to say danger’. We
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could not come near her, as the force of the waves would 
have dashed us to pieces against her sides. The port 

. where coals are shipped had been opened to receive us; 
but it' was not easy, as the boat rose and fell, for th^ose 
who could not swarm up a rope to seize the right 
•moim^nt for mailing the spring on hoard. The combii^ned 
rolling of the steamer and boat caused the latter to appear 
one moment at the yard-arm, and the next ‘almost under 
the keel of the steamer. But at last we all got safely 

./On board;- I to take to my- berth till we-a^ni^ved at
Nelson, about 1 p.m. next day.

The sand of the beach at Taranaki is nearly pure 
steel; but it is so extremely ‘hard, and so diffi^i^ul't to 
work, that t^hiough acknowledged to be of the most 
excel^^nt quality, it hardly repays the expense of trans
port to England. The navigation in these seas is ren
dered doubly dith^c^ul't and dangerous by the presence of 
this mineral. It so affects the ships' compasses, that ne* 
true knowledge of their bearings can be obtained ; and at 
night, when the leading features of the coast-line are not 
discernible, the approximation arrived at is often far from 
correct. In addition to this, the wind and sea are gener
ally tenificc; and we were assured that ours was by no 
means a rude experience of the shelter offered by 
Taranaki ‘ Harbour. It not unfrequently happens, we 
were told, that people bent upon landing have to f^hnw 
tb^emselves into the sea by a rope, to be picked up by the 
both^Si; it being utt^erly impossible for the latter to come 
at all within range of the steamers. On the last voyage 
made by our vessel, all the passengers had to be taken 
to the next port, as it was hopeless .^t^o attempt a

- I
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landing in such a sea as was then dashing upon the 
coasts.

Nelson is a pretty little town, situated at the foot of 
fine bold hills, and surrounded by tiiem. It is some dis
tance from the anchorage, but there is a ti’a^mw-ay from 
the pier to ' the t^own, omnibuses, and various other ve
hicles. The f^irst afternoon we were thei^e, and the morn
ing of the n&^Xt day, were showery and hazy enough to 
prevent our seeing tlie outlines of the distant Alpine 
range very -(^j^i^-tinctly, but the third day it was gloriously 
clear and bright, and we saw the snowy peaks to per
fection. .

There was not a room to be had at any of the hotels 
in Nelson, either large or small. We drove all over the 
town, but wi-thout success. We had brought with us a 
letter of intr’oduction to a family^, here, who were most 
ho.spni^txble; but as they lived in a house only just 
large enough to hold themselves and four children, we 
were obliged to return each night and sleep on board the 
streamer.

, We drove out to Richmond, a distance of about nine 
miles, the f^rst afternoon after our arrival. The soil 
seems rich and fertile in the immediate vicinity of the 
town, thiough but little cultivated. The next day we set 
off, early in the afternoon, to' ride up the valleys ‘ Maiti ' 
and * Dunn Mountain.’ The Maiiti valley is beaut^iful. 
Not wide at the mouth, it gradually grows narrower and 
narrower, till it becomes a mere gorge, winding with the 
river, at the foot of wild, bold hills, which, as we proceeded, 
became more and more densely wooded, and enriched 
with a luxur;ant undergrowth of ferns and creepers.
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As long as the valley continued sufl^(^i(^irtly. wide we 
crossed and recrossed the river incessantly, and then fol
lowed its course, by a woocd^iUi^s^irs ^i-a^ck, for a long dis
tance ; till, instead of a calm, beautifully clear strea^m, 
rippling along, and occasionally resting in deep trans
parent pools, wherein, as in a min^or, every leaf of the 
lovely fern-covered bank was reflected, it came brawling 
over rocks and stones, forming miniature whirlpools 
and rapids, as it hurried from a small fall, on its way 
from the mountain where it had its source. Further 
than this we could not penetrate, as our progress along 
the wooch^ccu^-ter’s path, which had been so friendly, was 
here barred by a stout barricade of felled trees, piled 
up in preparation for removal. The mountains frowned 
down upon us from under heavy purple clouds, which 
but added to t^lu^ir grandeur, and gave to those scantily 
wooded the same effect as heat^he^r-covered hills, when 
autumn has changed their brilliant hues into a soberer 
purple or dun colour. We did not meet a soul the whole 
of the way, and in thie sol^-tude and silence, with such 
magnificent, t^hough savage scenery around, it was inn
possible not to conjure up wild fancies of old legends, 
and weird German tradit^i^ons, in which the ' road to th^e 
magician’s castle, or strong t^ower, wherein languishes the 
lovely, long-los^ princess, is .described as much resembling, 
both in appearance and impracticability, that which we 
were pursuing, wi-th silence all around, and mystery in 
the impenetrable wood on either side.

We were unable to. go far up the valley of the Dunn 
Mountain, for, after a'few miles, the only path is a tram
way to some chrome-mines high up in the mountains,
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whence the trucks run at intervals during the day, ren
. dering it dangerous to ride or walk far. The scenery as 

far as we penetrated was very fine, and, judging from 
photographs taken higher up the mountain, it must inhere 
he grand in the ext^ie^me.

Rain seems to be very prevalent all over New Zealand, 
and on the last day of our stay at Nelson it poured, in
cessantly. Wherever we went we were invariably told, 
with pardonable local partiality, ‘ It rains a great deal 
everywhere else, but here you are really unfortunate, for 
we very seldom have any!’ In the town, however, we 
found a Museum, and in it some curiosities, which we 
were part^icularly desirous of seeing^. Among^_ others, 
the bones of the moa*—the elephant of birds. It is 
said to be extinct, though the natives occasionally bring 
in reports of having recently seen one in some of the 
forests very far inland. The bones have been generally, 
found in caves, and are not fossilized ; and this fact is 
in favour of the existence of the bird at no very re
mote period, even if now extinct. They are of an enor
mous size, the leg-bone being considerably larger than 
that of an ox. The egg is about four times the size of an 
ostrich’s ; i. e. as large as a man’s head. The bones in the 
Museum are very perfect, and so arranged as to show as 
much as possible what the skeleton of the bird would be.

* Just after writing the above an ‘ Illustrated London Newsi’ was 
brought to me, with a print, and an account of specimens of skeletons of 
this bird, which have lately been discovered in a cave in Canterbury, 
New Zealand. The largest there mentioned (Dino^'uis gigantea') is said 
to be 10 feet high. The account I heard of their being 25 feet in height 
may perhaps have been inaccurate.
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It would stand, acco^’ding to calculations made from the 
measurement of these hones, at least 25 feet in heights. 
Amongst other curiosities were some specimens of a most 
unnatural caterpillar. I could not learn the scienti^fic 
name for it, nor see any living specimens, though the lady 
from whom I first heard of its existence said she had seen 
several alive : she called it the ‘ tree, or stick caterpillsar.’ 
It seems, from her description, that it first appeal's out of 
the larva, like any other caterpillal■, but before long' be
comes stat^ionary, and gradually turns into a stick, standing 
Upiri^^l^nt out of the earth. The preserved specimens which 
we saw were in all stages : some quite caterpillar*, of a 
dirty earth colour (this might not, perhaps, be the case 
when they were in life, but there was no one in or about 
the Museum who could give us any infoir^iatioii); others 

^were like a stick at the lower end, but with a caterph^^turs 
head and a few joints of its bodjy; others were entii'ely 
stick, through, by close examination, the original insect 
form could still be t^raiced. The flora and fauna of this 
southern hemisphere are very curious, and one cannot 
wonder at the disbelief of those who f^irst saw such crea
tures as the Ornithorhyncus paraid^(^x^i^cus, the kangaroo, or 
this caterpillar, when brought to the ant^ipodes, and de
clared to be, if not as common as barn-door fowls in 
England, still to be met wiith any day by those who chose 
to go into the bush and seek for

• \ s    
 



118

CHAPTER IX.

PJ^CTON HARBOUR—WELLINGTON —LYTTELTON----

CHRISTCJ^IU.RCU—DUNEDIN.

We left Nelson in the aft^eimoon, and passing through 
‘ Fi’ench Straits ' and ‘ Queen Charlotte’s Sound,' we an
chored in ‘ Guard’s Bay,’ the captain being afraid to go 
on, as, after passing that anchorage, inhere is no other till 
Picton Har'bour, the entrance to which is so narrow and. 
unmarked, that on dark, misty nights it is very diffi(^ulib 
to find. . The scenery was extremely grand the whole 
length of the coast. High mountains rise precipitously 
out of the sea on either side, and the water is to all ap
pearance so completely land-locked, that on seeing it for 
the firs-t time it is diff^i^i^l^it to conceive where any passage 
large enough to admi^t a steamer could be found. The 
lights cast on the mountains by the setting sun, and 
the deep, broad shadows thrown, by the heavy clouds 
which hung round, were- magnificent^.

The next morning at daybreak we found ourselves in 
Picton Harbour—a most lovely spot, which, although 
ready an arm of the sea, more resembles an inland lake 
surrounded by well-wooded mountains, and witli the same 
lovely colt^uring as prevails all over New Zealand.
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The town here consists only of a few wooden 
houses and log-huts. The principal trade is in small, 
and, to our taste, very poor herrings ; which, however, 
are better appreciated by other’s, and are salted by thou
sands for exportat^i^on. When the settlers came here,
their only food was an enormous mussel, high heaps of 
the shells of which lay in front of many of the houses. 
We measured some of t^hese shells, and found them, to be 
ten, twelve, and even fourteen inches in lengths.

A short piece of road is made from the Whaif, t^hi'ough 
the few houses forming the settlement; after which bye
paths and woocL3iu>ters’ tracks are the subsltltutes for 
roads and streets. A river runs down to the hal'boui', 
beside which we walked as far as we could up a narrow 
gorge, with high hills on ei-ther side. But the path was 
difficult, steep, and slippery, and as in the Maiti valley, 

‘ we were soon brought to a halt, by a pile of felled trunks 
lying across the tr’a^ck.

A good many passengers from t^his fishy litt^le port 
were added to our numbers, some of whom were very 
rough and noisy; in short, regular ‘diggers.’ We passed 
thr'ough ‘ Tory Straits,’ where scenery is much the
same as in the ‘ Fl'ench. Pass ’— hills, rising abruptly 
out of the deep green sea on ei-ther side of the narrow 
channel. In one or two of the gorges bet^ween t^he 
mountains were settlements of t^wo or t^hr^ee houses, 
looking lonely and deserted. Fr^om all we could learn of 
the ithabitant^s, they had come inhere with the hope of 
establishing fisheries, and doing a litt^le farming besides ; 
but their condition was not thi'i.vi.ng, noi’ had the land 
proved as fertile as they had anticipated. ‘
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In these Straits is a curious little island, close to 
which we passed, kept by the Maoris as a buria^l-p)lace, 
and by them held most sacred. Until lately, no stranger 
had been permi^tted t^o set his foot t^hiei’eon ; but here, as 
elsewhere, determined exclusion of foreigners is gradually 
giving way before the onward march of civilization ; and 
we heard that a sho:rt time before, some of the neigh
bouring fLsliei’men-fie't^tlers had landed and explored the 
island. They d.escribed it as being so full of graves, that 
not a foot of ground was to be found free from bones and 
skulls. The Maoris will bring the bodies of their re
lations and friends from long distances, and by t^edious 
jour'ney^ing^s, in order to bury t^liem in this sacred spot.

Leaving ‘ Tory Straii^ts’ we crossed ‘ Cook’s' .Strai'ts,’ 
where it became exceedingly rough and stormy, so that 
remaining on deck was impossible. Happily, this did not 
last long, and about 5.30 p.m. we arrived at Wellingt^on, 
where we remained for a few days, being most kindly 
entertai^ied by Mrs. Abraham, ■ though the Bishop was 
away on a visitati^on.

Wellington is considerably larger than Nelson, and 
far more finished in appearance than Auckland, although 
the latter is considered as the metropolis. The Govern
ment House and Military Stores are there, but the 
Houses of Parliament are at Wellingt^on. A great move
ment was being made while we were in the counltry to 
have the seat of Gove:rnment permanently established at 
the latter place, as being the more central. Auckland, 
however, is a few days nearer to England by po.st; besides 
which, the expense of moving stores, t^o Wellington would, 
we were told, bp a serious obstacle!. The Bishop’s is a
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very comfoirtable house, bui^'b of wood, as are almost all 
the houses in New Zealand. It has a pretty view of 
the harbour and of the fine surrounding hills. The 
Houses of Parliament are buildings of considerable pre- 
t^ension. Wellington was very full; members of Parlia
ment having come for the session from all parts of the 
country^. Their work, however, was just over, and some 
of t^hem, whose homes were in Canterbury, were our 
fellow-passengers when we left.

We took one beautiful ride up the Nowrunga VaUi^;)^: 
a very pretty mountain-pass, wi^h a magnificieiht and very 
extensive view from the t^op. This gorge is rich in ferns 
of all kinds, including the beautiful t^i’€^e-fern, and other 
plants, shrubs, and creepers, of great loveliness. One 
creeper called the Bata is very remarka^ble. It springs 

• up, a tiny creeper, much like the ‘ supplejack ' in appeai- 
ance, and climbs up the .large ti^ee which it chooses for 
its suppoi-t in much the same manneiv But as it climbs 
it grafts itself upon the t^ree, or rather incorporates the 
tree into itself; so that in a short t^ime, instead of a 
large fores^-tr^ee, wi-th a slender rata twining among 
its branches, a large rata tree stands, bearing beautiful 
crimson blossoms. It is mos^ curious to see it in t^h^e 
middle stage, when part of the tree has already become a 
rata, while the remainder still shows its original leaves.

The high wind usually prevailing at Wellington is 
very disagreeable. In other parts of the co^^ntry it is 
sarcastically declared that vegetables are blown out of the 
ground there ; but by its inhabi-tants this is regarded as 
a libel.

On leaving Wellington we repassed (through ‘ Cook’s
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Straits.’ and then followed the east coast of the Middle 
Island. In the Straits it was again very rough and 
stormy, and the captain -said he had never known it 
otherwise there; but after passing them it was calm 
enough. The whole way to Lytt^elton we kept close 
under the magnifi(^(^i^rt snow-capped range, some of the 
mountains of which are 10,000 feet high. It is so diffi
cult to judge of height in the absence of any intermediate 
object to measure by, that while passing close under, it 
was hal’d to believe them higher than 4000 or 5000 feet; 
nor could one realise the fact of their being double that 
altitude until looking* at -t^hem from miles and miles away, 
when they appeared scarcely less lofty than when seen 
from their very base.

While down along this coasis one evening we saw a 
most wonderful cloud-effect, which, had it been painted 
by Turner (no one else would have attempted it), would 
have been deemed ‘ Turneresque,’ mad, and impossible. 
Just as the sun was setting a ray shot t^hj;ough one cloud, 
which must have been charged with vapour, on to another 
above it, forming a rainbow-border to the very jagged 
outline, and thi^owing at the same time a beautiful yellow 
light on the rest of the cloud, through which it still passed 
in a long, bright ray, far across the sky overhead. We 
had never before seen prismatic colours following the edge 
of a cloud.

Lytt^elt^on, where we next stopped, is the seapoirt of 
Christchur’ch, the capi'tal of Canterbury. It is a litt^le, 
‘ Sleepy-Hollow ' kind of place, with high mountains rising 
immedijately behind, and is built in terraces running 
along the mountain-si.de. A tunnel is being made
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through the mountain for a t^ia^mway or railway to 
Christchurch, hut it seems to make slow progress. The 
rock is said to be very hard, l•endel'ing• the blasting of it 
both dif^^i(^i^ilt and dangerou^s^.

We arrived here very early in the morning, landed, 
and went to the hotel to breakfast off exceblent whitebaits. 
Several of our feUow-passengers were to start from hence 
for their houses, far inland amongst the mountains.

Though at fiJ^rst we were assured that such a thing as 
a horse capable of mounting the lull and getting to 
Christchurch was not t^o be found in Lytt^elt^on, t^wm 
were at last procured through the assistance of one of 
our fellow-passengers, and we set off over the mountain, 
hoping to have time to reach the town. Neither of our 
miserable animals was vf^iry steady on its legs, and mine 
was broken-winded, so that humanity forbade .our urging 
them to any greater speed than their own feelings dic- ’ 
tatted ; and as the captain had named an hour, beyond 
which he could not by any possibih^iby remain, we found, 
when within three or four miles of Cliristchur'ch, that we 
should risk being left behind if we went on. We, there
fore, branched off into the coa.s't road, which led back to 
the port, and on arrival found to our disappeii^ntment that 
a two hours' delay had occurred in the departure of the 
steamer'.

The ride, however, amply repaid us. The view from 
the bridle-path half-way down the other side of the 
mountain is most lovely. A vast plain, in the midst of 
which stands the town of Christchur’ch, looking like a 
white spot on the brown and green surfa^ce, stret^ches far 
away to intensely blue hills, wiith here and there a peep
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of the sea, where the water has run inland, forming a 
ki^id of lagoon. In the far distance behind the hills rise 
glorious snowy peaks, the outline of which, in this pure, 
transparent atmosphere, stands out dear and distinct as 
possible against the deep background of an azure sky. 
Although mornings, and not evening, the lines—

‘ How sharp the silver spear-heads charge 
When Alp meets Heaven in snow,’

were truly descriptive of these distant ranges.
When we had descended to the foo^ of the mountain 

we came into the highroad, which, on the other side of 
Lytt^elt^on, winds in zigzags to the top of the mrountain, 
and is the coach-road to Christchui’ch. By this we re
turned, obtaining beautiful and various views over the 
sea and harbour. It struck us forcibly, that the drivers 

' of the coaches who take their charges in safety round 
the numerous abrupt turnings must be f^rst-rate wbiips; 
for, even on horseback, some of the,m, overhanging the 
precipice, were not very agreeable to pass. It was far 
from pleasant to watch a coach which had passed us at 
the top of the mountain being driven round them at a 
very fair trot, for it seemed as if the slightest swerve 
on the part of either of the horses would result in all 
being dashed into the sea, which appeared so far below, 
that the smaller fiishing-boats, with their white sails, 
looked hardly larger than sea-gulls.

Twent^y*four hours after leaving Lyttelt^on we arrived 
at Port Chalmiers, eight miles from Dunedin, to which 
place a small steamer takes passenger’s. The harbour is 
extremely prett^y, much resembling^ that at Sydney, with
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deep bays, and numeious islands covered wiith trees and 
vegetat^i^on. But t^he houses and gardens, which form so 
striking an add.it^ion to the beauty of Port Js^c^k^son, are 
here want^i^ig. Thanks t^o the kindness of a fellow-pas
senger, who landed before us, we found rooms ready at 
a very comfoi'table hotel. Dunedin is the fr^iest t^own in 
New Zealand. The streets are good, as are also the 
houses and shops ; and it presents altogether a far more 
settled and thriving appearance than any of the other 
large t^owns. If prices are generally realised in propor- 

■'tion to that which I had to pay for a new watch-glass, 
shopkeepers certainly .(^x^^ught to thrive: it was only 12 s. 6 c/.! 
To be sure, the shopkeeper was a Jew\

It was bitterly cold, and windy, and on the day we 
arrived was raining, wi^h sleet and hail varying the 
monotony of the drizzle; neveri^lre^^ess, fi:^lding that we ■ 
wei'e t^o leave t^h^e next evening, we ordered a carriage for 
6 a.m. on the morrow, and drove out several miles to see 
the Taieri plain. This is a tract of very rich country, 
extending in an unbroken plain for miles and miles, and 
divided into numerous small farms, instead of being held. 
in one large run, as is generally the case. The soil all 
about here is exceedingly rich and productive, requiring 
nothing but turning with the plough to produce any crop. 
Our road lay principally across fine wild-looking moorland, 
which our driver assured us was equally rich, either for 
cultivation or pastur'agje. v'

In the afternoon we drove to the por't, instead of going 
there in the small steamer ; and a very pretty drive it is, 
between hills covered with t^roes. In all the little nooks 
and creeks groups of the lovely tree-fern appeared, while
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everything was veiled beneatli'a net-work of the same 
large white clematis, which grows so luxuriantly amongst 
the t^i^ees and shrubs around Auckland.

On arriving ■ at the Port we. found, to our dismay, 
that, owing to some a’cci^de^n't which had befallen the 
steamer of t^he previous month, we were doomed to have 
a double supply of passengers in ou.rs—a very small 
one, and, consequently, very crowded. Each steamer in 
which we voyaged in these seas was smaller and dirtier 
than the last, and our fellow-passengers rougher^. In 
this case I do not know what we should have done, had 
not one or two of t^hose who had come with us from 
Auckland continued to be our ■ companions, for the new 
set were unbearably rough.

When we came on board, there . seemed to be great 
dilf^i^nllby in assigning places in the cabins, the list not 
having come from the shore. .My father had tak^efi a 
cabin for me, for which, although it contained but t^wo 
berths, they had made him pay three times the single 
fajr(5; charging him for the place on the saloon table 
where he was to sleep, as if it had been half a cabin. This 
cabin we found occupied by two men, who steadily re
fused to listen to anything said in our favour by any one, 

- and could not be persuaded to move out^. At last, how
ever, thuough the exer'ti.ons of our late captain, who 
represented the case to our present ruler, a cabin was 
given to me. But my father could not get even a berth, 
and was one of fourteen who had to sleep every night in 
the stern-j^orTg}: fortunately, however, he made friends 
with the chief officer, who allowed him the use of his 
cabin as a dressing^-r^oom.
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This, as m^^ght have' been,expected, was a most dis- 
agi’eeabie, unoomfoi'table sev’-en-days’ voyage. Tke steaAmei’ 
looked as if no attempt bad ever been made t^o clean it 
from tbe t^ime it began to rim. i^lie stewards were
di^^y and uncivil. Tke i^nmen'se number of h&xvli^nc,, 
eb.il'di’en, and quest^ionab^l^j- sober fathers, was anythi»g 
but agreeable. They bm-nt lierosene oil in tke lamps, 
wbick at nigfi't rendered tke ST- in tke cabins quite poi- 

very rough and 
windy, and accompanied by almost incesf^saut rai^i.

On a^’riving at Melbourne, however, 
selves in very warm wesaltl^tei'; tke gardens looking lovely, 
with a great variety 'of bright flowers, and full of fresh ' 
str'a^wbenies, i^i the enj.oymelrb of which we .soon foirgeSt 
our late t^lo»^^l^l^l^s.

sonous. We had atrocious weather

we found our-
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CHAPTER X.

TASMANIA.

Two days after our .return to Melbourne we again left it 
for Tasmania. To Launceston it ought to be only a 
t^wenty-four hours' voyage, but, wi^h our habitual ill- 
foj’tune at sea, we arrived several hours later. There was 
a head-wind, with a heavy swell, against which our 
steamer made but slow progress, having, on her last 
voyage, broken one of the fans of her screw while crossing 
the bar at the entrance to Launceston harbour. We 
went to the Club Hotel—a comfortable, old-fashioned 
place, with a landlady and servants more like th^ose in an 
English coT^m^try town, or out-of-the-way village inn, than 
in a colonial hotel. The waiter joined in our conver
sation, and gave his opinion and advice upon things in 
general in. the most simple manner imaginable, expressing 
his ideas in very grotesque langua^g^e.

The day after our arrival, having heard that the 
Governor, with whom my father had formerly been ac
quainted in In^dia, was staying at a country place some 
eighteen miles off, we drove over t^hier’^. I only for the 
sake of the drive, and not intending to call; but no 
sooner did Mirs.------ hear I was there, than, with true
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colonial hospitality, she sent out for me, insisted upon 
our staying to lunch and dinner, and expressed, much 
astonishment at our not having come with bag and' bag'- 
gage, prepai'ed to take up oux' abode in her very pleasant 
house! ‘But where are your things?' was the. question 
more than once asked us by people who had never seen 
or heard of us before.

Were I obliged to live in the colonies, I should 
wish my lot to be cast in Tasmania. There is some
thing homelike in the gentlemen’s places here ; very dif
ferent from the other colonies. The houses are good, 
substantial stone buildings, standing in parks, .kept in 
good order, -and well laid ouli; and near the houses are 
grounds and gardens, exacl^ly like those of a fine country 
place at home, and with all the deal' old English flowers 
in the borders, and such may hedges in the fields—forty 
feet high !—with, ' at t^his t^i^m^e, long' snowy wreaths of 
blossom scenting the air, and scattering showers of pearls 
on the emerald turf beneatli.

Tasmania might be Scotland, as far as clansliip is 
concerned. It is as diff^c^’ul’t in the former, as it is in the 
latter, to understand and remember the connexions and 
relationships existing between the numerous branches of 
what is almost one family. We were’ told that half the 
island belonged' to Mrs, ------ , or her sons, or nephews,
and to judge by the estates possessed by them, in the 
north, this would really seem to be no exaggerat^i^on.

After lunch Mr.s.------oo<^k us i^ize ntilles furhier fio^m
Launceston, to Penshanger, belonging to her brot^h^e^i'. It 

Js an extremely pretty place, t^hough not much resem
bling its original, with a charming garden, sloping down

' K
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t^o a lazy little stream flowing at t^lie foot, on whose 
banks are many very large and beautiful weeping
willows. This tree I have nowhere seen so beautiful as 
in Tasmania.

There were several deer and kangaroo feeding in the 
paddock before the house, the kangaroo looking very 
quaint and pictui^e^sque. The couirtry all round this pai*t 
is prett^y^. ‘ Woolnens’ (Mrs. ——’s place) stands on t^he 
summi't of a hill, whence t^here is an extensive view.

* ‘ Ben Lomo:n(^,’ a some-^^iat high mountain, of fine out
line, is the mos-t promi;Qent object, and the ‘ Esk ’ river, 
with its many windings, adds much to the beauty of the 
scenery. Mirs.------h^i^d a dnnHsr-jDtn^'ty hkett e^v^(^nrng,J , ISut
would not hear of our leaving earlier on that account: 
‘ her daught^er-^i^-la^w would lend me a dress,’ '■ her son 
would lend my father a ccd^,’ and, in in short, every
thing was made as easy as possible. I would advise 
no one again to find fault with long dresses, until they 
find themselves in a similar position, and that they are 
then, by favour of a long train, enabled to-wear the dress 
of a person about a foot shorter than themselves !

We spent two or three days at ‘ Quamby,’ another 
very pretty plaice. To be perfect, it only wants the 
art^hicial lake which the owner intended to make in front 
of the house. It was very pleasant to find people taking 
so much interest in their tenants and cottagers, and so 
much trouble about them, as did Sir R. and Lady D. 
They had just budt a pretty little church and parsonage, 
and she was taking great pains to get up a village choir, 
having practisings both in the church and in their own 
house. They had also, in a large room in the house,

• \
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which server?- for balls, reading-i’oom, or any occasion 
when more space than usual is required, ‘ readings ’ every 
fortnight for the benefit of the farm-servants, or others 
at work about the plaice. While we were staying theie;, 
Lady D. was reading ‘ Evangeline ’ to thei^* people, which 
seemed to delight t^hem, and to be fully appreciated. 
Tasmania is, in all such respects, much more like England 

.than Austrailia, and the servants are more numer^ous, and 
more like servants, t^^ian in the latter country.

We were only a few days in Launceston itself, where 
there is not much to see, t^hiough the drives around 
are pretty^. The river Esk is considered as one of the 
lions. It here forms a cataract, and passes, on its way 
to the sea, between fine cliffs of basaltic formation, which 
are worth seeing. While we were at Launceston, there 
was a grand agricultural show at Longford, about sixteen 
miles off. But the man, from whom we had hitherto 
hired a carriage, sent word that morning that he could 
not let us have it, * because he wanted to take his 
wife and children to the sho'w!’ As all the vehicles 
in the town seemed to have been appropriated to the 
same purpose, we were unable to go, which we regretted, 
as it was an oppoirtuni^y for seeing the Tasmanian ‘ World 
and his Wife,’ which did not recur during our short stay 
in the island.

We left Quamby for Hobart -Town in the evening, 
Sir' It. sending us seventeen miles to Perth, where we 
were picked up by the coach, and taken on twenty more to 
Cleveland. We slept there, at a nice, clean, old-fashioned 
inn, with a jolly old landlady, stout and rosy, who bustled 
about, and seemed to be everywhere at once ; waiting on
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and making us very comfo^'table, and apparently doing 
the same by all those in the house, and those arriving for 
meals by coach.

Next morning, when the coach stopped ‘to breakfast,’ 
we joined it, and were fortunate in finding a couple of 
outside places unoccupied. The whole drive, from 8 a.m. 
till 8 P.M., was thi'ough a very pretty country, and over 
admirable roads, originally made by convict labour, and 
kept up by Government since Tasmania has ceased to be 
a penal settlements. More fortunate still were we in our 
coachman- On thiis road the regular old English stage- 
noaches are still in vogue, with their four horses;; each 
one of which, as a fresh team was harnessed and put to, 
called forth some new anecdote or reminiscence from the 
drivel?. He, too, was a regular old English stage-coach
man. In the cold of the early morning he was wrapped 
up till nothing was visible but the tip of a red nose, and 
his hands were clothed in such thick gloves that one 
marvelled how he could hold the reins at all. But, as the 
sun gradually appeared, he shed coat after coat and shawl 
after shawl, till at length he emerged from his last wrap, 
resplendent in the full glory of a scarlet coat, t^op-boots, 
and white beaver hat. Thawing into garrulity as well, 
he then kept up a running commentary upon all the 
places and their owners by which we passed, being well up 
in every anecdote connected with each family for the last 
forty year's. Some of his expressions were most quaint, 
and quite worthy of ‘Mrs. Poyser.’ He was describing 
two families and their places, establishment's, &c., and 
proceeded to relate how the i^npoverished head of one of 
the families spoke of the wealithy head of the other by
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his Christian name, while the latter always called the 
former ‘Mi.ster So-and-So.’ ‘Well, Tomi Such-an-one, yer 
see, ’ee kep’ ’is pack o’ ’ounds, an ’ad ”is t^wenty or tliirty 
thousan’ a-’eai’; but Mister So-and-So, ’ee ’ad n’t so much 
us wo^ilclpay tur^npikeJ^or ciwalking-s^ticCk'.’

Many of the places along the road ai'e veiy fine, and 
some have beautiful gardens^. The climate of Tasmania 
is most delight^ful, even more like the Cape of Good Hope 
than is that of Australia, though the resemblance there 
is said to be strong. Mount Wellingt^on, rising imme
diately behind Hobart Town, is a very fine and remarkable 
object. The summit of the mountain is crowned with 
basaltic columns. Indeed the whole south coast of the 
island, which is of similar geological formation, offers a 
succession of most quaint and curious groups of columns 
and pillars, resem.bling t^hose at the Giant’s Causeway or 
at Sta^fla.

We had t^e^legraphed for rooms at the hotel, and 
found them ready, and very coi^fc^rTal^le; being also 
much larger than most of t^liose we had seen in Australia 

• and New Zealand.
We stayed a few days hei'e, seeing a good deal of the 

very pretty country in the course of our rides and drives. 
Govei*nment House stands on a promontory running out 
into Brown’s Pviver. It is a handg^rme-lroking, comfort
able, and well-furnished house, as far?- ' as it was possible 
to judge of tbe latter when seeing it only in ?m,dress. 
The gardens also are pre1^ib;y; and t^he public-g^ardens 
adjoining, t^hough small, are charmingly neat and well 
arrang^ed.

We put off the excursion we most wished to make (to
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the top of Mount Wellingt^on) till the day before our 
departuie, as the Bishop's son, "vlio was considered the 
best cicerone, had promised to be our g^iide. But alas! 
not only did the noble Duke put on a nightcap, but he 
also wrapped such a thick, white mantle around him, and 
sent down upon us poor creatures below such a downpour 
of rain, that it was hopeless to attempt reaching even the 
Fern-Tree Valley, a gorge about halfway up the moun
tain, where the t^rree-fern is said to grow to a greater 
height, and in greater lux^^i^a^nce, than anywhere else on 
the island.

The coach left next day, at 4.30 a.m. It was a lovely 
mornii^jg; not a cloud to be seen. Mount Wellingt^on, 
standing out against the sky so clearly, and with grand, 
sharply-defined outline, seemed to mock us for the sub
servience to time and steamboats, which prevented our 
making another attempt to gain his summit.

We went straight through to Launceston this t^i^me, 
121 miles. It was rather a long day’s journey, beginning 
at 4.30 A.M. and lasting till 8 P.M., with only t^wo pauses 
of twenty minutes each, for breakfast and lunch ; and ■ 
there was not much time for rest after our arrival, as the 
tide obliged us to leave Launceston again at 4 next 
morning^.

We had a fair passage to Melbourne, where \^e arrived' 
about 1 P.M. next day, to find a furious hot wind blowing, 
and every one growling in consequence. There cei-tainly 
was a great change in that, as in many other t^^ii^igss, 
during the five months we had been away. The church 
at Toorak, the enlargement of which was only commenced 
when we f^irst arrived, was now very nearly fi^iished,
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and wanted only the spire. Tke country, too, was in 
almost oomj31<?te' summer guise as t^o flowers and foliage, 
and far greener than it would become after tlae succession 
of hot winds which blow through t^he summer mont^hs^.----------- -------- ---- ---------

We stayed a week w^ith our friends at Tooi’ak, and
then left for Adeliu^cds; our voyage being delayed a day 
on acconu^-fc of so violent a huri'^cane that the captain was 
afraid to put to sea. I cannot say I was sorry, for the 
prospect of encoiuitering such a t^erri^fic wind as was then 
blowing, in one of the little cockle-shells which our expe- 

' rience had taught us to expect for a coasting-steamer, 
was anything but exhilai-at^ing'.
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CHAPTER XI.

ADELAIDE.

We had a fair passage t^o Adelaide of rather more than 
«

t^wo days, and with the only discourteous captain we had 
met with, who was a very Bear! Port Adelaide is about 
eight miles from the town, to which there is a railroad, 
with ti'ains running cous^tantly. ’

We found t^erribly hot weather here, and a wind 
blowing like the blast from a fur^auje. The rooms in the 
hotel were very small and close ; and, on the opposite 
side of the streets, thiroughout the whole long night after 
our arrival, an undertaker, hammering away at his 
cheerful occupation, lent his aid , to the weather -in ren
dering sleep out of the quest^i^on. '

Next day the Governor, Sir Dominick Daly, who 
was himself out of -t^own for a few days, having heard of 
our arrival, sent his son (who was also his private secre
tary) to call, and to tell us that we had been expected 
and prepared for at Gove^riiment House. Thither we were 
only t^oo glad to go, not only for the better accommo
dation, but also for the pleasure of making acquaintance 
with such agr^eeable people as Sir D. and Lady Daly 
and their daughters. They werp a large family - party :
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one son Ins father’s private secretary ; another practising 
as a barrister, married, and living neai* ; and the aide-de- 
camp, a cousin of the same name, Sir D. was the Nestor 
of t^he Colonial Governors, and Lady D. quite an ‘old 
lady,’ but bright and charming, and always endeavouring 
to give pleasure and amusement to those around.

■ Government House stands almost in the t^own, and 
close to the railway stat^ion ; but the garden and grounds 
render it quite private, despite the near neighbourhood 
of t^he sti'eet^s. ‘ It is more comfoirtable, and really better • 
aiTanged for- the ‘ functions ’of a ‘ Government House ’ 
than any of the Governor’s residences in the other colonies. 
The rooms on the grounc^-floor are separated by sliding 
panels, so that the reception-rooms can be made larger 
or smaller, acco:r’cli.ng to the number of persons they are 
required t^o hold.

There is a pretty litt^le cottage i^n the hills (of the 
Moiurt Lofty Rang^e), about nine miles off, called the 
Govej^’nment Farm, t^o which we rode one day. There is 
here a magnificent view over' the plains below, with the 
sea in the distance. There are only t^wo bedrooms, so 
that the whole party cannot be there together ; but it 
must be a delightful change, if only for a few days, to 
come up to this cool, quiet litt^le spot, surrounded by fine 
trees, far away from the heat, dust, and glare of the towrn. 
There is the mos't perfect bath here I ever saw. The 
water from a mountain stream runs through the bath, 
keeping it always fresh and full ; and a simple arrange
ment has been added, by which the water is sent upwards, 
so as to give a shower-bath if desired. *
.* The Governor of South Australia is rich in residences,
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for there is another small' house at Glenelg, by the sea
shore, a few mil^s^/Jfrom Adelaide, where it is also far cooler 

• and pleasanter during the hot, dry, summer months, than 
in the towm. The heat,'even in October, was very greats, 
and the drought disti'essing. News was coming in, almost 
daily, from stat^i^ons up-country, of terr-ible losses t^hxough 
fire, induced by the t^inder-like quality of everything. -A 
poor young man, who was dining one evening at Govern
ment House, had heard that morning of the total loss of 
everything he had on his ‘ run,' t^he freehold of which he 
had paid for only the day before.

Such facts as these are not often mentioned by those 
who represent the colonies as countries where energy and 
steadiness, combi:ned with hard wo:rk and perseverance, 
cannot fail to reward their possessors with unt^old wealths. 
But .these fearful fires, and almost more fearful floods, 
will sometimes, in a few hours, sweep away the fruits of 
years of unremi'tting labour, and perhaps all a man’s 
capita^l.

The appearance of the country round Adelaide re
. minded us ver’y much of the Deccan in its burnt-up 

parchednee^jj; the only difference being, that in India the 
little green patches round the villages are of grain, and 
here of vineyards. Mount Lofty, and the range of which 
it forms a part, are fine, wi^h well-wooded slope^i» though 
the trees are principally of the dull Eucalyptus t^niLrc;.

We went to see some copper-mines at Gawler Ka- 
punda, the terminus of the • railroad, about f^:fty miles 
from Adelaide. It was an exceedingly hot day, with 
wind and dust blowing, and. evei’ything in the shape oi 
paper curlin.g up into a roll, from the dryness of the air.

    
 



COJ^J^JER-MINES AT GAWLER KAPUNDA. 139

But having made arrangements to go, and having been 
assured that here the sun did not affect people in the 
same way as in mosib hot climates, we did not like to put • 
off our expedit^ion. We set off, af about 7.30 a.m., and 
were obliged to keep up the windows of the carriage 
the whole time; but, almos-t unbearable as the heat was 
then, it seemed as nothing in comparison with what we 
had to suffer on getting out into the hot air and wind. 
There was no vehicle of any kind at Gawler Kapu^ida, 
so we had to walk in this furnace atmosphere, and with 
the thermometer at 113° in the shade, for a good quarter 
of a mile, to the house of the owner of the mines. We 
were thankful to escape the dreadful dust and hot wind, 
though the tiny rooms were without anything in the 
way of v^in^itians or tat^f;i(^£^,* and were not as cool as 
might have been expected, or as they certainly would 
have been in any part of India where the same hot winds 
prevail.

The master of the mines appeared to be a good- 
natured, worthy man, wi^h a very lai’ge family : sons, 
daughters, sons' ffann(^ees, and daughters' ditf^o, seemed to 
pour into the little room in an endless sti^eam. .How 
they could all live in that house, and in that weather, 

. was a marvel, and still remains a mystery to us, in spite 
of the vast amount we learned of the private history and 
family arrangements of the establishments. A curious 
propensity is possessed by many people in these latit^udes, 
inducing them to impart all their private concerns to

* ‘ Tatties S mats generally made of the roots of the ‘ kuskus ' gi’ass. 
In India they are hung before door’s and windows, and kept constantly 
wet during the hot season.
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entire strangler’s, and to believe that they must be 
deeply interested in them. Had I written down or re
membered all the strange and romantic histories told to 
me by tr^avelling companions and casual acquaint^a^^r^ces, 
they would furnish material for many a thu-ee-volume 
novel.

The owner took us to the works, but as we were 
unable to descend the mine owing to the machinery being 
out of gear, we saw nothing of any interests.

On returning to the stat^ion we saw a hedge of Cape 
broom on fire. It was burning like straw, owing to the 

. wind, which so dries every kind of shrub that a spark 
will set them in a blaze.

This was the first day of a week’s hot wind, winch was 
most oppressive, but seemingly electrical, and producing 
much the same effect as thunderst^nrms elsewhere, by 
clearing and coohng the air, which generally remains fresh 
and pleasant for several days afterwar'ds. ’

We had some very pleasant riding-pai'ties heire; one 
to ‘ The Gorge,/ a mountain-pass about ten miles off, 
where there is a reservoir for the wateiworks, through 
which the river should rim, though .we only saw a tiny 
stream, which could barely creep along. The Gorge is 
fine, and the hill-sides present a most curious combination, 
of trees and bare rock.

We had another very pleasant ride to Mount Lofty, 
the highest point of the range (so^tm^-vwlhat over 2000 feet 
above the sea). From the Trigonometrical Survey mound • 
at the top there is an extensive view of the whole country 
round. There is nothing grand in the scenery, but 

• there are some extremely pretty bits, particularly on the
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road by which we retui'ned, where are some quari’i^ds of 
brilliant red stone, which co^ntrast charmingly with the 
dull uniformity of the surrounding colouring. This road 
is admirable, broad and well made the whole way, with 
the exception of a short piece at the t^op, which is simply 
a bush-road.

There are Botanical Gardens here, as at all the other 
colonial capitals : quite in the rough when we were at 
Adelaide, but making rapid progress under the curatorship 
of Dn S., who was our cicerone when we visited thie^mu 
The heat here is suff^i^i^ent, but the dryness of the air is 
too much, for most tropical plants ; in consequence of 
which they have damp-liouses instead of hot-^lorui^e^s. 
There is ample scope for the display of energy^^nd taste 
in the future arrangement of these gardens, and Dru S. 
appears to be one who would leave no stone unt^urmed, 
if the turning thereof would add to their beauty or value. 
Here, as elsewhere in Austrailia, they combine the Bo
tanical, the Acclimatisation, and the Zoological Gardens ; 
but there were only a few specimens of animals, or birds, 
yet installed in the latter'.

We saw in the garden of Government House a spider 
which makes a- more beautiful nest than anything I have 
ever seen, among the many interesting structur^es of the 
insect world. It makes its home of a t^ubular form in. 
the ground, under the grass. A door, which is .perfectly 
smooth and sharp-edged, and looking as if cut out of 
leather, is fastened to the t^ul^e^vby the most perfect hinge ; 
and the tube is lined with web, as smooth and glistening 
as white satin. It requires a careful search to discover 
the litt^l^e, round, bare patch in the grass, denoting the
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presence of one of these clev.er builders ; but when found, 
it is worth watching. If you lift up the lid, and prop it 
open with a pin, you will presently see the owner of the 
dwelling, who is so large that he fills up nearly the whole 
tube, come cautiously upstairs, stop for a second or two 
to reconnoitre, and th^en, with almost lightning speed, 
make a rush and drag down the door. This he fastens 
on the inside, in a manner which is doubtless strong 
enough to make good his defence againsst the intrusions 

, of his expected foes, such as thrushes and ja^ys. '
On the 27th of November we took leave of our kind 

friends here, wi-th much regret, and set of^ in the steamer 
which takes the mails to meet the P. and O. boat for 
Galle. There were no other passengers, and we had a 
good though rough passage, arriving at King George’s 
Sound late in the evening of the 1 st of December. We 
landed next morning, and went to the dingy litt^le inn, 
with its very grumpy landlord, hoping to get rid of the 
whirr of the steamer by spending a night and day on 
shore.

The P. and 0. steamer, ‘ 'f-^ombay,’ which was to take , 
us to Galle, arrived the same afternoon, and we were sum
moned to be on board next day at noon ; punctually at 
which time we steamed away, with a fair wind, for Cape 
.Leeuwin, about 200 miles from King George’s Sound; ' 
Soon after leaving the Sound we passed within sight of a 
fine headland, standing out boldly int^o the sea, the form 

* of which is that of a curiously perfect lion couchant, as 
distinct in outline as through carved by a sculptor’s hand. 
Here we bade farewell to the New World, where we had 
passed many months so pleasantly, and. had been treated
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ow all ocesisiens li>y i^he inhabi'tants' Widtk so ja-Wclh' elf* ’ 
kinelness, and hospitality.We now trnned dwar • 

thougihts ha Ceylon and its beantiic^is.' y ■ . ''
No one unacquainted wi^th t^lae,, Austi:alian eOasti^ig 

steamers can have any idea of the' paleasing ■coin'tras't -pare- 
sented l^o t^hem, in every way, by the P. and O. steamer 
‘Bom^bay,’ in which space, clea^diness, and Older every- 
whei’e prevailed. We had- a very good pas.sage of thii’teen 
days, made les.s monotonous than voyages generally are,- 
by some gentlemen on board giving lectures, which af- 
forde^l -a pleasant variety, and helped to pass the t^ime' 
that usually hangs so heavily between the early dinner 
and bedtime on board ship.
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CHAPTER XII.

CEYLON.

Our original intent^ion on arriving at Galle was to spend 
thi’ee weeks in Ceylon, and then proceed to Ja^va; which 
we were very anxious to visit ; but our plans were subse
quently altered, and instead of three weeks, we remai^ied 
three months in the island.

I have already described Galle and its ‘ lions.’ This 
time we only stayed long enough to make the' necessary 
preparations for our journey, and then left for Colombo.

The Ceylon coaches are of the rudest desc-ript^ion. The 
body is made like a cart, with twao seats vis-d-vis, shel
tered by a wooden framework with canvas curtains. The 
‘ guard —• generally a ragged, bare-footed boy — stands 
upon the door-step, when not engaged in running before, 
or beside, the horses ; and on every available oppoiTtunity 
blows a deafening blast upon a cracked horn,'elose to the 
ear of t^he luckless traveller who happens t^o be on his 

"side of the coach. The horses are, for the most part, very 
eccentric in their 'behaviour, having generally to be started 
with a Switch, or burning straw ; and when once set off, 
they dash along at full speed for the tr^-st few miles, 
steadily refusing to stop at any unusuab place on the 

.road. ' • ' '
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The only way to travel with comfoirt is to secure the 
whole coach, which, under the most favourable cii'cum- 
stances, is not too roomy. We left Galle about *6 A.M.> 
and arrived at Colombo, eighty-five miles distant, at 4.30 
RM., i^i spite of various skirmishes wi^h refractory horses, 
and having to stop t^wice to pick up the manager of t^he 
coaches, a native, who was following us i^i a small one- 
horse coach, generally used to carry parcels, or persons 
t^r^a^velling only short dista^nces. On this occasion it fol
lowed closely upon its predecessor, as its occi^^ipant was in 
charge of 1500/., with which he ' did no.t wish t^o be left 
alone, though there was no risk, or danger of t^hieves, 
upon the road. The fi^'st mishap he met with was, his 
horse falling. The next occurred after breakfast, which is 
always prepared for the coach at Bentotte, in a neat, clean 
rest-house, standing on a peninsula jut^t^ing out into the 
sea, whence is a pretty view o^ t^he litt^le bay^. The small 
coach had preceded us, but had not gone far before we 
oV(^ir;ook it, with its oe^’upant in great tribulat^ion ; the 
horse havi^ig shied, and upset himself, t^he coach, and its 
cn^^tents, into a somewlhat deep ditch by the roadside. 
Nothing, however, seemed the worse, and we met with 
no further adventures, except caus^g the ovei’turn of 
some Cingalese gentlemen in a brougham, whose horse, 
not appreciating the braying’ of our horn, and rattle of 
the coach, shied against a cociOc^^-iut tr^ee, and upset their 
carriage.

The road, for the entire distance to Colombo, is a 
con^t^^urt repetition of that immediately outside Galle : 
extremely pretty, but very monotonous. Coming from 
South Austr^alia, where the face of the whole country was

L
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so parched and arid, the luxuiiance and richness of Ceylon 
vegetation were yet more striking t^han on coming from 
India^. No less so was the difference between the long 
day’s journey, without meeting a single person or passing 
a human habitat^i^on, so generally the case in the bush, and 
the coi^f^-f^tmt passing to and fro of men and carts on this

highway, and the numerous houses and villages, which 
here border most of the principal roads. The very small 
proportion of women to be seen was remarkable, and pre
sented a strong contrast to India^. At first one fancies' 
that there are no men, and that all the figures one 
meets in their long pett^i^coats, with their hair fastened 
with, a tort^oiseshell or silver comb, in a coil at the 
back of the head, are woi^^ei; but this fancy is soon 
dispelled. There is very little difference in the dress 
of the mien, and . the woimjn; the mefl all wear long 
hair, which is , black, fine, and straight. The numerous 
streams and rivers, which one crosses coi^vSi^i^mtly on 
the road to Colombo, are always frequented by bathers. 
While bathing the men let their hair down, but at other 

’tim.es it is drawn tightly off the face, and rolled in a knob 
at f^he back. There is nothing noteworthy in Colombo as
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a metropolis, and the same oppressive, damp heat, which 
makes the climate of Galle so disagreeable, prevails here. 
We stayed a few days with some old friends of my father, 
who took us, among other pleasant rides and drives, to 
see a Buddlust temple at Calarney, which is, however, 
hardly worth visiting, as it only contains a colossal figure 
of Buddha, lying on its side in a glass case, gaudily and 
coarsely painted, and a few frescoes and decorations dis
playing the sam.e want of tast^e.

The roads all over the country seem excellent, and for 
riding' nothing can be ple;bsanter than the shady lanes, 
with cocota^nut, areca, and sago-palms waving their grace
ful leaves on eiither si(^ie; while, here and ther'e, a pond 
or tank, covered with lovely red and wliii;e lotus^-blossoms, 
adds the touch of bright colour, which completes the pic- 
tur'e. The beautiful soft grass, wliich grows so well in 
this damp climate, is a great addition to the gai'dein^; 
and when laid out in lawns before the houses' is cool and 
Rll'l^s^lli]^lg to the eye, even in the absence of flow-ers.

The railroad between Colombo and Kandy was only 
open for t^hirty miles, as far as Wmbepusse, through the 
incline, which is to carry the line up the Kaduganawa 
Oh&s was being engineered, and, I believe, making fair 
progress.

Ws we were unable to secure the whol(* coach from ' 
Wmbepusse we had ordered a ‘ w'a.gg'on,’ for the remaining 
foirty-five miles, to Kandy^. These ‘ waggons ' are univer
sally used her’e. The original pattern was, I believe, 
brought from Wmeri(^a': they resemble an Wlbei't car, but 
t,re much lighter, with the seats raised sufl^<^i(^ntly t^o 
admiit of luggage being stowed underneath. This is
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by far the mos't pleasant mode of ti’avelling, as it is 
thus possible to stop where you please, and, to a certain 
extent, to .choose the time for departure, or the length of 
stay at It also enables one, when over
come by dust and heat, t^o stop at a wayside cottage and 
quench one’s thirst wi^th a draught of coco:a-^m^it water. 
As in England you would ask at a cottage-door for a 
glass of water, so in Ceylon you ask for a cocoia--iut, and 
immediiately some one, generally a child, climbs the 
nearest tree like a squirr^el, and in a moment more thr^ee 
or four huge coooia--^Tuts come t^umbling down at your feei^. 
Then he scrambles down again, cuts off the top of one 
with a hatchet, ,.trims the edge a litt^le, to prevent the lip 
of the cup being t^oo thick, and presents the way-wom 
tr-aiveller wi^h the most delicious, cool, refreshing draughts. 
In England this cocoi^--^i^it water is called co^ofa-i^ut milk, 
but here the latter is quite difife^rent, and made by scrap
ing the nut, mixing it with the water, and , straining hi; 
when, if the cocoi^-i^ut is young and fresh, it forms a 
better substitute for real milk than anything I know. In 
the South Sea Islands they not only make milk, but 
butter also from the cocoia-nuts, which are called 
by the island boys.

We breakfasted a few miles from Ambepusse, at the 
foot of the Gh&; after which a pony was harnessed, 
tand^em, to our waggjon^,. with a mule in the shafts. It 
has been said, that in Ceylon there is some of the finest 
scenery in the world, and this Kaduganawa Pass is 
certainly most beautiful in parts, combining an unusual 
grandeur of outline with extreme richness and luxuriance 
of vegetation. I never saw such a variety of hibiscus as
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in the . hedges here, and everything was covered with 
ipomcea of various colours, and a lovely mauve-coloured 
thunbergia, which, climbing over trees and shrubs, formed 
a complete curtain of blossoms. We arrived at Kandy 
about half-past four? p.m., and t^ook up oui' abode at one 
of the t^wo very miserable hotels of which the t^own boasts, 
Our sitti^g^-^room was a slice of the pub^h^c-room, half 
screened off by a piece of calico. This hotel was kept by 
a gentleman, ‘ who had met with many misforrtunes,’ as, 
with poetic^^il ambiguity^, the fact was described of his 
having been obliged to leave the army and one or two 
other professions. He was civil and obliging, and made 
conversation at the table-cl’liate, amusing us not a little 
by his assumed ignorance of everything concer^^:Qi^rg the 
meals, or any of the household arrangements. There 
were some very curious specimens of the genus 
class Planter, apparently living at the hotel, whose eccen- 
tr'icities affoo'ded us much amusement.

The scenery about Kandy is fine. At the foot of 
wood-covered hills flows a river, wliidi, at a little distance 
from the towi’i, at Katt^ai^ast^ot^l^oe, is ' spanned by an iron- 
girder bridg^e, whence the views on ei-ther side, of moun
tain and valley, are lovely. The coffef^-c^idt^i^-vation in 
t^his neighbourliood has increased considerably of late 
years ; but this does not improve the appearance of' the 
coiun^ry to the eyes of any but planters ; for t^hough the 
cof^^e^-Ctree is naturally handsome in form, with a bright, 
glossy, dark-gr'een foliage, yet,. when the shmbs are 
planted in rows and cut t^o a certain heights, t^^iey look 
stiff and formal.

The Botanical Gardens at Peridenia are very att^raict^i^ve.
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They are about five miles from Kandy, and occupy a con
siderable extent of ground, formed into a peninsula by 
the river, which marks the boundary almost entirely, thie 
highroad filling up the intervening space. The grounds 
are lovely. Rare and curious trees are planted in groups 
with consummate taste, and on the river banks grow finer 
bamboos than I have ever seen elsewhere. Mr. Thwaites, 
the curator, has a neat little cottage, covered with beau
tiful creepers in the midst of the gardens ; his verandah 
was filled wi-th pots, contai^iing treasures which required 
peculiar care. He had just completed a new- fernery, 
which was perfect. This climate, so disagreeable to 
human beings, is exactly suited to f'en^ns; and here, in the 
open, air, ferns, which in England can only be induced to 
keep up a frail existence in hot-houses or stoves, thii^ve, 
and grow t^o an enormous, size. It is impossible for a • 
lover of these and of flowers not to appreciate fully what 
Mr. Thwaites said of himself, ‘that he gained his liveli
hood by doing that, which if he were a rich man, it 
would be his greatest delight to do. for pleasure and 
amusement.’ ’

We spent Christmas-day, which proved an almost in
cessant downpour from morning to night, at Kancdy; and 
very unlike Christmas it would have been, but for the 
kindness of the Go'vemment agent and his wife, who 
invited us to dine with them. Just before sunset the 
rain cleared oil' for half-an-hour ; and, weary of the noise 
and closeness of the hotel, we set off to walk round 
‘ Lady Horton’s Walk,’ a gravelled path, winding entirely 
round one of the hills immediately above the ‘ Pavilion ’ 

. •(Govej^r^jme^^it Hf)ug^e^). The views from many parts of the

    
 



PUSILAWA. 151

walk are lovely, ancl were this evening part^icularly so, 
. with the heavy, black clouds still hanging over the more 
distant mountains, tinted, as the sun thr^ew upon them 
his parting rays, with the most brilliant rose-colour. 
Darkness soon ovei*tnok us, but our homeward path was 
lighted by innumerable fire-flies, fljoshing and spai'kling in 
the^ jungle on either side.

T^ie next morning we again set off in our waggon, en 
roibte for Newera Efh^ia; our first halt being at I^us^ii^awa^, 
twenty-thi’ee miles from Kandy. Hei’e, in a -^:retched, 
dilapidated rest-house', we breakfasted, and waited t^ill 
the afternoon, i^i hopes that t;he rain, which bad come 
on about noon, might cetascj; but as it continued, we 
wrapped ourselves up as well as we could, and startled 
up the Ghfii;s for the eleven miles which remained of 
this day’s journey. The scenery all the way from Kandy 
is beautiful. The coff(^(^--jlarn^ations give a stiff aspect 
to the foreground, but cannot destroy the of
form and outline of the mountains and dist^a^n^ce. The 
coffee was in berry, and very striking’ is the appearan^ce 
of an uncultivated tree, wiith t^he bright scarlet berries 
coveiriug the stems, and peeping out from beneath a 
mass of dark glossy leaves. Higher up the mountain 
some of fire shrubs were in blossom, and t^hen their ap
pearance is lovely, like an evergreen after a snow-storm.

The road from Pusilawa is like a gallery running 
along the mountain side, very good, and very’wndl en- 
gineer’ed,,- but rather nanow, and with several extremely 
sharp curves. Long before'we reached Rambodde, a t^hick 
white fog had hidden everything more than a couple of 
hundred yards ahead ©* us. ’
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Here (liambodde) we were to spend i^he night. The 
resi^-^ouse, though not quite so dilapidated as that at 
Pusilawa, was very much out of repaur; and the exact 
position in which the dining-table could -be placed, so as 
to prevent the rain, which was leaking thi'ough the roof 
from falling ei'ther on it, or on th^ose seated round it, was 
a problem by no means easy of solution. We found an old 
gentleman, who had preceded us by coach from Pu^ila^wa, 
established in one of the thiree bedrooms ; we took posses
sion of the t^wo others, and had hardly done so, before 
th]?ee soaked and dripping tl’a^vellel’s, ret^uming from 
spending Christmas at Newera Ellia, made then appear
ance. We were wet, they were wet, the house was wet, 
everything was wet; the t^wo servants belonging to the 
rest-house were stupid and dirty, and altogether it was 
most uncomfortable. As there were no other rooms in 
the house, the old planter, our pr^edecessor, had to take 
compassion on two, and my father on the third of the 
new^-come!?^.

The rest-house is situated on a ledge of rock, with 
waterfalls rushing^, by it on every side. The roar .of the 
water in my room ' was deafening, but at night acted as a 
lullaby, with -its ceaseless, monotonous roll. *

The next morning was fine, t^hough not bright, and as 
more rain was predicted, we again set off as soon as the 
waggon could be packed, only spending a little time in 
seeing some of the many beautiful waterfalls in the neigh- 
bouT^liood. The mountains are magnificent in form, bold 
and wild, and covered with fine tl^ets, which, at this 
season, were just puttying forth new shoots, causing a rich 
variety of colouring, far surpassing anything I have ever
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seen in the most brilliant ‘ autumn woods ' at home. 
The only thing to which it in the least approximates, is 
the coralline and sea-weed lining of a pool among rocks 
on the sea-shore, as seen thr^ough deep ti'ansparent water. 
These glorious forest trees replace the cofif^cj-j^lai^l^ations 
at that altitude where the latter will not grow. The 
limi-t is strongly marked, causing a curious effect when 
seen from a dista^nce, both from the very straight line 
which intersects a whole range of mountains, and the 
difference of the foliage on either side of that line. Among 

.other forest trees in this c^^i^-try is the crimson rhododen
dron. We were too early in the year to see it in full 
beauty, but there were quite enough of the gorgeous 
bunches of bright blossoms to enable one to imagine what 
the effect must be a month later, when the tree becomes 
a mass of the same. We had t^o ascend twelve miles of 
rather steep hill, and to descend two miles to Newera 
Ellia, which lays in a sort of basin, surrounded on all , 
sides by hills^, covered with, t^hese wonderfully brilliant 
forests.

In all our wanderings we had never, on land, ex
perienced so much dirt and discomjfoi’t as during’ the 
week we passed in the rest-house here. The almos't in- 
ces.sj^vut rain, winch penetrated t^^i^i^oug^^:iout^- the house, 
made' everything damp and clammy, and there was no 
possibiil^^y of getting out-of-doors. ■ There was nothing fit 
to eat or drink, no tab>:i^-c5l^ot^l:i^5' no bath, no coffee-pot, 
no anything that we wanted or asked for; and though 
the owner of the house, who had a general store in the 
bazaar, assured us we should have anything and every
thing we wished from his store, matters did not mend in
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the least. When, in despair at the appearance of our 
dinner, we asked for ‘ an egg, an apple, or a nut,’ the 
appoo (head-servant) informed us ‘no gel;’ for the two 
last, and for eggs, that in this co^in^try ‘hens all make 
rotten eggs !’ which left our prospect dismal indeed. The 
door could not be made to shi^l;; the window was broken ; 
the chimney in which we tried ^o light a wood-fire 
smolk^d; the multitudes of ‘ tilings that creep, and things 
that f^;y,’ which infested the place, had no mercy upon us ; 
we had brought hut few of our own hooks, and an ancient 
Delectus and Colenso’s Algebra were all that former 
tro^vellers had left in the house. Even letter-writing was 
almost an impossibility, for so damp was evei’y thing and 
every plaice, that writing paper was like blotting paper*, 
and compassion for the eyes that would have to read it 
forbade the letter being long. And still the rain poured 
down, morning, noon, and nights. Every now and again 
half-an-hour’s cessation led us to hope for brighter thi^igs, 
but after just suff^i^i<^nt time had elapsed for everything 
t^o be hidden by dense mist, rolling along in a listless, 
dispiriting kind of way, the rain would come down again 
with renewed fury, fliatly comtradicting the assertion we 
so often made, ‘ This must cease before long.’ In shorts, 
had it not been that my father much wished me to see 
the view from the top of Pedro Tullagalla, we should 
decidedly not have stayed another day, part^icularly as the 
servants in the reest-house proved dishonest, as well as 
dirty, and broke open some of our boxes, my dressing
case, and Lucien’s locked bag. Fortunately for us, they 
only stole some of his clothes and an umbi'ella^.

After we had been undergoing this misery for t^wo or
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t^hi’ee days, one of the judges of the High Co,^^:rt and his 
son, who had heard that we were here, and knew what 
we must be suffering, kindly drove some distance t^hj^ough 
the pouring rain, and carried us off to dine and spend 
the evening with t^h^^m, which was a most agreeable 
change. They were vei’y kind to us during the rest 
of our stay, and the one fine aftei'u^oon we had, Mrs. 
------dro-ve u^is a eew niiles :ahmg the r(^£^d—a 
mo^intain pass of very great beauty—to the gardens 
where chinchona is being cultivat^ed. These gardens
have only lately been established, but already bark 
(quinine) has been sent home from some of the trees, 
which thrive wonde^irfidly. The superintendent said he 
intended planting out the next lot of young trees in t^he 
open, cleared ground, as he f^hnug'ht they did not require 
the shelter tithertn considered decessary, which had 
caused him t^o plant all he had previously raised in the 
jung^^e. His staff of gardeder.s was very small, so that 
he had not been able fully to avail himself of 
natural ad.oadtages of the place as regards climate 
situa^ti'ion. •

The view into the valley from this Badulla road
most bearu^^iful; and on t^i^ees and shrubs by the roadside, 
as we drove along, we saw some gorgeously - coloui’ed 
birds, of the oriole t^r'i^be, bright orange almost scarlet, 
and black, and yellow and black. Ram came on again as 
we returned from the gardens, but we had seen edougt 
to be able to understadd the raptures of t^hose who have 
houses at Newera Elba, and who go up there. during the 
season when thie climate of the valleys and sea-board is 
mosit unpleasant, and that of the ' hills delightful, and

the 
and

was
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who stoutly maintain that there is no place in' the world 
like Newera Ellia ! .

New-year’s Day, 1866, was at 4.30 A.M. fai;r—at 
least not laining;. We had made all our plans for leaving 
the hills, and returning to Galle in a few days, so, as the 
native who was to be our guide promised that as soon 
as the sun was up it would be a bright day, we set ofT to 
climb to the top of Pedro Tullagalla, the highest moun
tain in Ceylon—8300 and some odd feet above t^he sea, 
and nearly 2000 above Newera Ellia^. The morning was 
grey and misty, but our guide comsit<antly buoyed up our 
courage with the prospect that we should ‘some little 
good see and we tried to hope, that a bright morning 
would have been deceptive, and continually called upon 
each other^, as we trudged along, to observe the mist being 
blown across the valley wi-th such rapidity, that we felt 
sure on the other side of the mountain we slamld find a 
clear and brilliant prospect. (Why will people, even in 
small things, try to make themselves believe what they 
wish to believe, even against their judgment ?) On we 
went, and soon began to ascend the mountain ; up we 
climbed, the path very narrow, and very slippery, the 
jungle growing thicker at every step. After such rain as 
had been falling for the last week, everything was of 
course dripping, and before we had accomplished a quarter 
of our 'distance, we were thoroughly soaked, as if we had 
been standing under a wateirfall! We had tried to get a 
pony or mule for me to ride up, but soon found how 
useless such would have been if procurable, as there were 
various trees lying across the path, under which we had 
to crawl on hands and knees. Soon afterwards we arrived
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at a river, over which oar guide had to carry us on his 
back : and, finally, after literallyff^ghting our way'thi^ough 
dense rattan jiuig^j^e, we reached the summit. We looked 
<ai'ound us, and beheld the Trigonometrical Survey mound, 
with a pole stuck in the middle;'—dense clouds of mist 
—two very deplorable figures, with very long faces, and 
very wet clothes — the neck of a broken champagne 
bottle, and an empty sardine tin—‘ Only t^^i^i^s, and no

rthing moirs!’
There was a piercing wind blowing, which in our wet 

clothes did not tend to improve our condition, and we 
th^erefore trotted, down again, as fast as the slipperiness of 
the path, which rendered the descent even more diffii ’̂Lult 
than the ascent, would admit. The only reward we had 
for our tiouble, was seeing the rhododendron tines, which 
blossom much earlier on the mountain t;han either at 
Newera Ellia, or lower down, and which were magnificent 
—the trunks and branches are very picturesque, and the 
blossoms bearrtiful; st^ill, this hardly repaid us for all we 
had gone through to attain it! .

The morning we left Newera Ellia was fine, and had 
we not accepted an invitat^ion from the Governor (Sir H. 
Robinson) to spend the day wi^h him at Colombo, on our 
way to Galle, we could not have resisted the temptat^ion 
to • wait and see Newera Ellia in sunshine, after having so 
thorouglily learnt its appearance in rain. But it could 
not be, and we should have been very sorry to miss that 
lovely morning for our drive down to Kandy. The views 
were magnifii^ceit; and after so much rain, the trans
parency of the at^mosphere gave an indescribable softness 
and delicacy t^o the distant colouring^.
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We breakfasted at Raifibodde, whence, the view into 
the plain was most beautiful, and the falls all round 
splendiii; indeed, the drive all the way from Newera 
Ellia t^o Pusilawa, was a continuous panorama of extreme 
loveliness.

We left Kandy for Colombo the next morning. Judg
ing by photographs I have, which were taken from the 
railway incline on the • Kaduganawa Ghat, the views 
thence must be magnrfii^e^nt,; but they can hardly surpass 
t^liose from the road, which are still more grand as seen 
in descending than on ascending the Pass.

We had been given only thi'ee horses for the forty
seven miles of very hilly road between Kandy and Colombo, 
causing us some doubt, lest we should miss the train at 
Ambepuss^; as we did, though not thr^ough being too 
late, for we arrived ten minutes before the time, but, 
because a misprint had been made in the newspaper (the 
only place where the trains are advertised), which caused 
our departure to be shown at the hour when we ought to 
have left the next stat^i^on. Consequently, we had to 
remain six hours (from *3 p.m. to 9 p.m.) in a miserable 
litt^le shed, the only shelter for some miles, except the 
even more miserable station waiting^-rooom, with nothing 
to do but listen l^o a navvy recounting his private 
history to a brother in the profession. Though, doubt- 
les.s, very interesting to the principal parties concerned, 
this only resulted with listeners in the discovery, that 
the speaker had found out, what all sensible people, I 
think, long ago acknowledged, viz., that if a man will 
only listen to his wife, he is sure to ‘.get alonng’ much 
better in the world than if he follows his own judgment.
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Moreover, that his wages wene 181. per month, of which, 
man-like, he kept IQl. for himself, and allowed his wife, 
for herself and children, the remaining St. The study of 
animated nature in this' form, however, soon became wea
risome, and was less.interesting than in that of a bright 
green snake on a branch, catching flies, in the jungle near 
the litt^le hut.

We did not arrive at Colombo t^ill mic^^ini^^lit; but, in 
spite of having no means of sending a telegram explain
ing the delay, found a carriage waiting to take us to 
‘ Queen’s House.’ We were so late, that it did not require 
much persuasion to induce us to delay our journey to 
Galle for one day, and before that day was over, we had 
put it off. indefinitely, Sir Hei'cnles having asked us to 
stay for an elephant kraal, which _ was to take place in 
February, and, meanwhile, to acco^npany him on . a tour 
thirough the southern districts, which he was about to 
make. Everything was made so easy for us that it would 
have been hard to resist, even if an elephant kraal had 
not been a sight which can be witnessed only in Ceylon, 
and that, now, on very rare occasions. So we stayed, 
giving up Java: and a most delightful three months we 
passed, thanks t^o the kindness and hospiitality of Sir H. 
and Lady Robinson. ’

We stayed a few days in Colombo, making prepara- 
t^ions for the tr'ip, and then went to Galle, where Sir H. 
was to be for a few days before our final starts. There is 
no place in the world, I imagine, where the Governo.r has 
such a choice of habitat^i^on as in Ceylon. Galle,
Colombo, Kandy, Trincomalee, Matura, and, I believe, at 
two or three other places, are houses called ‘ The Queen’s
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House/ for his use. Those af Colombo and Kandy arq 
very comf'oi’table. At Kandy the house is called ‘ The 
Pavilion/ and has a lovely garden.

. The day before leaving Galle we went into the harbour 
to see some rocks blown up imder wat^ei;. A diver, 
dressed in that strange costume, which makes a man 
look li^e some fearful sea-mons'ter wi^h enormous goggle
eyes, carried the match down ; it was just seven minut^es 
in reaching the barrel of gunpowder, which gave t^ime for 
us t^o be hauled of^ t^o a shorifc dista^nce, whence we could 
see the commoition in the water, and the stirring up of 
the mud, which was all there was to be seen. . After this 
we went to the other side of ’the harbour, and scrambled 
thr^ough jungle up t^o a high point, whence Sir H. 
could look down upon the site for a breakwater, which 
was t^o ’be made. Fj^om this point t^he views across t^he 
bay and of the distant hills were lovely. That same 
evening we dined with the P. and O. agent, who has an 
extremely good house, a h'ttle way out of the t^own ; after 
which the elite of Galle society came to dance to the 
music of the Galle band^.

The next day, about noon, we '^'tarted. The Governor, 
ourselves, our old friend Major S., and Captain B. 
(A. D. C.) i^i a coach, Mr. M., the Government agent, 
and t^he Doctor in another vehicle, and Mr. S. (Private 

• Secretary) in a thil^d. All the servants, luggag^e, , and 
riding^■^h^ol?£^es, had gone on, either the evening before . or 
early that morning^. Some of the coach-horses were very 
wild, and one pair positively refused to go at all. They 
were fine large horses, wi^h grand new harn^ess, in honour 
of the occasion, which . may have caused their unwi^ng-
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.ness to mow;; for nothing would induce them to do so, 
. until the pair in Mi. S,’s carriage and our own were di
vided, and one very ■laige,,- one very small, horse given 
to each carriage, when t^^iey went off with a rush, and 
did not stop the whole stage;.

This day’s journey was twenty-eight miles, i^o Matrn’a^. 
The road, a repetition of that between Galle and Colombo, 
bei^Ig in fact a continuation of it. Grand decorations

were put up at the entrance to every village. T^ie tri
umphal arches, made oj‘ baml)oo, coco^-^j^ut leaves, and fruits, 
were often extremely tasteful in arrangement a#d elegant 
in t^heir pr^oport^i^ons. It is astonishing what a variety
may be produced with no other material than cocoA-jaut 
leaves, and the variety of colouring is almost equal to 
that of form. The * Queen coc(^£^--nu^,’ of which the fruit 

’ M

    
 



163 CEYLON.

is a bright gold colour, and the blossoms, both of that and 
of the common kind, are very effective among the dark 
leaves.

About three miles out of Matura, t^he Assii^itant 
Government Agent met his Excellency, with several of 
the great native chiefs, all in full dress, which much 
resembles that of naval offerers of the time of Lord Howe. 
A long blue coat, with gold butt^ons, and an immense 
quantity of gold braid, and daggers, worked with silver, 
inlaid with jewels, having dragons' beads, wi-th co:melian 
tongues for handles, and otherwise much ornamented.

• These gentlemen wore their hair in the usual Cingalese 
fashion, rolled "into a ball at the back of the head, and 
surmounted by a high comb.

The Queen’s House here was very prettily decorated, 
part^icularly a litt>le alcove opening out of the sitt^ing- 
room, the roof of which was studded wi^h scarlet lotus
blossoms, between lines of silver foil.

We had just.-time to canter out to Dondra Head and 
back before dark. It is the southernmost point of Ceylon, 
though as one of the partly, a regular Iiishman, declared, 
‘ One wouldn’t know it to be so, unless one had been 
told!’ *

Rain came on heavily as we were returning, but 
cleared by the time dinner was over, when the -na^tiives 
brought fireworks in honour of the Governor, which, 
though not much in th^emselves, had a pretty effect 
amongst the t^r^e^e^s^.

Early the next morning we-rode to the top of a some
what high hill, whence a fine view of the coast, distant 
hills, and a perfect sea of coci^a-^nut trees—30,000 acres
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in extent—is obtained. We left Ma-tura in the after
noon, Mr. L. d^-iving Governor and mysel;f the f^i-ist
eight miles, t^o a place where, in a small bungal^ow, a 
sumptuous repast had been spread for his Excellency by 
the Moodlea (headman) of the district. We could not 
find out how he had become possessed of the liable service, 
which was here laid out. The tea and coffee-pots looked 
like pieces of old family plate, and much of the china 
was old and curious.

Here our horses were waiting for us, and we rode 
the remaining eight miles to Ackui'esse, where the deco- 
rat^ions were really beautiful. A long avenue, formed of 
bamboo and coccoainut-leaf arches, led up to the rest
house, which was at night illuminated by lights placed 
inside pierced chatt^y^-pot^s^.* This was one of the best
decorated places. The walls were covered wi-th calico, 
upon which was fastened a very pretty feathery lyco
podium, in trailing patt^erns, forming the skirting-boald , 
above which, in the same lycopodium, was tr'a^ced the 
outline of pillars wi-th patterns between - then another 
trailing patt^era, and over that an upper story, with 
arabesque designs, urns, stars, &c., with the trailing 
pattern again, t^o form the cornice. All the pillars in the 
Vjirandah were adorned wi-th cocoir-^inut leaves and cocoa
nuts, and arches of spli-t leaves were made to connect 
them; or else paper, crimped in the way children make 
fans for their dolls, was placed at intervals all round the 
tirch, wiith plaited t^assels of split leaves bet^ween. The

* Chatty-pots are common earthenware vessels, used all over the 
liast for cooking, ca^-rying water, and all similar purposes.
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crimped paper is only used as a decoration for royalty, or 
royal'ty’s representat^i^v’e.

Generally, in the middle of the large tiriumphal arch 
at the entrance t^o the village, or rest^-house, Inhere was a 
red or blue flag, with

WELCOME TQ H. E. SIR H. G. R. E^OBINSON,

Knioht, Governor,
etc. etc.

of Ceylon,

painted upon ht; and at some places hideous masks 
grinned from the top of the arch, almost frightful enough 
to scare the visi-tor from enterings.

We generally stayed at the rest-houses, which had 
been prepared and decoi^rrted in a similar way, only 
varying in desig’n and execution : but in some places 
there were no rest^-houses, and then a palace was built of 
cocc^a-i^nut leaves, plaited with the most perfect regularity 
and neatness, called kajams: Of ih^ese the walls and 
roofs were comj^r^i^t^d; the inside of the rooms was 
hung with caJieo, and mats were laid on the floor. At 
other places the frame of the house was made of Tbamboo, 
with mud plastered betwei^n; much resembling the 
* wattle and dab ’ so often used in Devonshire. .All 
t^^iese houses and decorations, &c. wer^e^, arranged by the 
moodlea, or’ headman of the village or district, and at his 
expense. On some occasions, as for instance, the day 
after we left Ackuresse, while the horses were being 
taken across a river in a boat, which 'Wa.s to return for us, 
t^he moodlea entert^-^ined the Governor with fruit, cakes,
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and coffee, &c. At this place, also, some of the moodlea’s 
followers, dressed in a sort of fancy costume, and wear
ing hideous masks of animals’ and demons’ heads, formed 
a procession, and with, tom-t^oms a.nd other native music 
before thiem, escoi^'ted his Excellency some distance on 
the road. At one or t^wo places there was a display of 
fire-works in the evening, but this did not seem a 
favourite amusements.

There was nothing part^icular to remai'k in the next 
few marchesj during which time we had been joined by a 
young sailor, who had come from England ‘for shooting, 
and a civilian belonging to these districts. But what 
merry days those were! How, in reading and re-writing 
the accoi^^i^^ of t^^iem, that t^ime comes back, wi-th the 
remembrance of all its pleasure and enjo^m^nt! The 
beautiful con^ntry, the pleasant party, the kindness of 
every one, the universal good humour and merriments. 
Such careless, merry days come but rarely in a lifetime, 
and can seldom be repeated.

There were two dams the Governor wished to see in 
the course of the next few days. We visited one of th^em 
in the early morning after our arrival at the rest-house of 
Kirime, from which place it is two miles and a half distant, 
through pretty turfy lanes, like * green rides ’ at hoime; 
at the end of wliich we emerged upon a lovely calm lake, 
covered with water^-lilies, and with distant hills behind. 
The rising sun threw a glow over everything, and the 
ground was covered with gossamer and dewdrops, sparkling 
and glittering in the morning lights.

The road from this place to our next halt, Kahawatt^e, 
fourteen miles distant, was in the midst of more beautiful
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scenery than any we passed t^hrough until we were in the 
mountains ;• and the bright colour of the paddy (green 
rice), which is much cultivated about here, adds greatly 
to the beauty.-

„ About eight miles from Kahawatte there are some 
Buddhist t^emples, standing halfway up a steep hill, on 
the summil5 of which is a dagoba,* to reach which we had 
to climb up four hundred steps : at least the priests said 
there were four hundr^ed^. I could not succeed in cou^iting

The view from this dagoba was lovely and very ex
tensive, with blue hills on one side and the distant sea on 
the othei^.

There are several colossal figures of Buddha in the 
t^emples, all very gaudily coloured, like th^ose at Calamey. 
In the priests’ hall we were entertained with milk and

* Dagobas are erections generally of much the same form as this 
one, wherein are preserved relics of Buddha—hair, teeth, nails, &c.— 
which are placed in a hollow space insii^c; over this a large mound of 
earth is raised, and the mound covered with brick, often of no g^'eat 
thickness. Dagobas are also found in the rock-hewn temples of India, 
but are there cut out of-the solid ro^lk; a small niche being made near 
the base, in which the relic is placed. The name Dagoba is derived 
from two Sanscrit words—Delia,, a body, and' what preserves, or 
conceals.
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cocoji-nuts, after partaking of which, the Jiigh-priest sent 
for a book, wri'tten in Pali, to show us ; from .Wiich, at 
the request of the Gove:rnment Agent here, he read us 
portions. They read in a curious soirt ^f monotonous 
chant, with frequent interruptions in the shape of a grunt, 
winch is brought in at the end of evei'y two or t^hi’ee sen
tiences, wi-th a very comical effects. Pali is the ancient 
religious language of the Buddhists, and I believe that, 
among philologists, it is still a controverted pofut whether 
Pali or Sanscri-t bears the palm on the score of antiquit^y^.

Near the rest-house at Kahawatte is a temple where 
sacred fish are prese;r-^ed: we went in the afternoon t^o 
feed t^hem. They are similar to those at mosib t^emplea 
in India—quite as greedy, though not quite as lai’ge; and 
so numerous, that on thiowing a handful of bread or rice 
to t^l^em, you can see nothing but fishes' mouths, while 
the noise t^hey make in gulping at any stray morsel is 
astonishing^.

From t^h^is place we marched t^o Tangalle, on t^he sea, 
where the rest-house is large and roomy, and where the 
decoi?ations were magnificent. The wind here was very 
high, but rather a pleasant change after the heat of the 
jungltj; and there was a grove of palms between the 
house and the sea, under the shade of which we made our 
drawing-l?oom in the evenings. „

The next day (Sunday) we attended service in the 
■Com^t-^lu^use, adjoining our domicile, and connected with 
it by a covered way. They had cleverly arranged to have 
a sermon and collection in aid of the Society for the Pro
pagation of the Gospel the day the Governor and his 
party were there ; otherwise, I fancy, judging by the re-
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mt^inijQg portion of the congregat^ion, that the sum con
tributed would have been but small. The reside:nt clergy
man, and the other, who was only there for the occasion, 
were both Cingal^f^.se; the latter preached, and gave us a 
remarkably good sermon. We were told that he was a 
most excellent man; had been educated in Calcutta, 
where he practised as an advocate, and was making a 
large fortune : but upon the death of his wife, which was 
a teri’ible grief to him, he gave up his profession, took 
orders, devoted his entire fortune to charitable pui'p^oses, 
and now works in Ceylon as a missionary, living upon 
the very small stipend there allotted to that class.

At Tangalle is an old Dutch fort, which is to be con
verted into a gaol, and from the top of it is a pretty view 
over t^he cocoii-^inut grove to the distant hills. The house 
of the District Judge is heire: its last occir[ptnt had left 
his mark on it, in the shape of very clever cart^oons, 
sketched with a burnt stick or charcoal, over all the 
white-washed walls.

Two days after leaving Tangalle we reached Hamban- 
tott^e, where the Government Agent and his wife live, in 
a house close to the sea. A dreary life it must be, with
out any Eur^opeans in the place except one gentleman in 
charge of the t^welve police who are stationed here, and 
far away from all social interests or civilised occupations 
and pleasur^es. This appears to be one of the few 
places in Ceylon where gardening is carried on under 
such difi^iiulties as to render it hardly wonth while at
tempting ; the rude wind and sal-t air prevalent for many 
months of the year, quickly destr^oying^ the result of much 
t  ̂rouble and labour spent dui’ing the other’s.
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The second day, our morning’s march of eleven miles 
was through beautiful scenery, over hills and across 
plains, with many lagoons covered with lotus lilies. On 
the banks of the lagoons, among other bright and. grace
ful ti'ee.s or shrubs, were large lilac masses of the Lager- 
strmmia regina in full bloom. We halted at mid-day ' 
by the side of t^he Wellaway river, at a very pretty bend, 
with beautiful trees on either bank, and' resembling a 
river far more than the muddy little streams we had 
previously crossed. They are dammed up, and tuuned off 
for purposes of irrigation in so many places, part^icularly 
where rice is cultivated, that litt^le water is left to add to 
the beauty of the landscape.

From Hambai^it(^1^1;e. we had l^o march over very bad 
ground, eleven miles in the moi'ning and seven in the 
evening, to Kirinde, a place on the coast, where are some 
salt and other stores, requiring an occasional visit from 
the Governor. Our road lay through a district filled with 
salt-water lagoons or ‘ leeways,’ which run close under low 
sand-hills rising between t^hem and t^he sea. These ‘ lee
ways ’ are for^ned eiither by t^he water percoliating the 
sand, or by its washing over ’t^he lower places in the sand
hills during high t^i^cde^. They are by no means pleasant 
as riding ground, being slippery, deep, and in some parts 
almosst like quicksands. On our return, a week after
wards, we made our- own way through the low scrub at 

, the top of the sand-hills, and found excellent riding 
ground, only requiring to be cleared here and there to 
make it perfect. It seems strange 'that people, who ride • 
almoslt every day, should live for ten years in this place, 
and be cortent to hold to t^he tradi^t^'^c^ns, which maintain
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the impracticability of any road, except the very bad one 
thr^ough these * leeways.' On arriving at our mid-day 
halting^-pla^ce, we found t^wo of our party who had gone 
on the previous nights. They feigned the utmost surprise 
at our dripping, muddy statue, and expressed themselves 
incredulous as to the possibility of finding so much mud 
on our r^oad, persistently denying that t^hey had encoun
tered any of the perils from sloughs and quicksands, such 
as we described. Some of their att^endant^s, however, were 
not such good dissemblers, and before long a rumour was 
heard, which gradually obtained credence, that they had 
for several hours during the night been floundering about 
in Ji^oles and pitfalls, from which they did not escape 
until rescued by t^wo parities, who had come out in search 
of i^hem, bearing torches and lant^e^r^r^a^.

We were detained at Kirinde three days, the river 
being impassable from the rain, which fell almost inces
santly ; but, fortunately, we were lodged in a' house 
which, under the circumstances, was certainly preferable 
to a leaf-palace. There is not much of beauty at Kirii^c^e; 
but, nevert^lml(^.s.g- it was not unpleasant^. A long reach 
of smooth, almoslt level, sand stret^ches out eastward, with 
a fine sea breaking upon it, and near our housa were 
rocks j utting out into the water, as if placed Inhere pur
posely as a lounge for idlers who love the roar of rolling 
waves.

From the Trigonometrical Survey mound, the liquid, 
ever-moving ocean on one hand forms a striking C0IrtIast 
to the motionless, though in appearar^ce, almost equally 
boundless ocean of coco^-^-^ut palms on the other. It has 
a curious effect; the thousands of acres of trees, similar

    
 



• EQUINE ECCENTRICITY. 171

in form, and nearly so in height, produce quite the ap
pearance of solid green waves. In the extreme distance' 
the Kati^iegam. lulls look very prett^jr.

While here we wer^e^" to have visited some ancient 
Buddhist ruins at Tissa Maha Rama, abrn^it seven miles 
off. But the rain fell so continuously, and the repoi’ts 
brought in by natives as to the state of the road were 
so discouraging, that no one hut my father could muster 
suf^i^j^i^i^nb courage for the expedit^i^on. .He, however, ac
companied by a native gentleman and guide, set off one 
morning, and had a very successful day, though for the 
last mile of their road before reaching the ruins, they and 
their horses were almost swi-mmii^jy!• O >

Among these ruins there is one fine dagoba, said ' to 
have been built by Devenipiatissa, the seventh king of 
Ceylon, b.c. 306 ; but, wi-th this exception, there are few 
that can be ident^ified as belonging to places of worship. 
The most remarkable of th^e ruins are those of the Balance, 
and of the stalls for the royal elephants.

We had a curious example of equine eccf^ntrici^y 
while staying here. One afternoon Sir H. and I, quite 
tired of being kept indoors by the rain, determined, 
whether in sunshine or storm, to ride out some few miles, 
and asce:rtain the state of the river which was keeping us 
prisoners.

None of our party seemed inclined to accompany us, 
and Sir H. sent back the orderly, thinking his services 
unnecessary for so short a distance ; the sequel proved 
otherwise. As we approached the river, we found so 
much water in the paddy-fields, that we could not safely 
venture to cross them without a guide. We ther^efore
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tried to follow a cattle track to the shore, where the sea 
was dashing in grand breakers over some line rocks and 
boulders ; but our att^empt was ineffectual, as our pro
gress was impeded by l^he t^horny branches of some 
acacias. Un^willing to be baffled, we dismounted, and led 
our horses thirough a runni^ig stiream, getting very wet, 
but attaining our objects.

My steed was a very handsome half-Thibetan, half
Arab pony, which a friend at Colombo had kindly lent 
me. His name was ‘ Scamp,' and fully, on tins occasion, 
did he justify the appellation which had been given to 
him. On reaching the shore, the Governor turned back 
to tie his horse. to a tree in order to help me to moimt; 
and no sooner did ‘ Scamp ' perceive that I was alone, than 
he reared on his hind^-legs, and began butting like a 
ram. Having one hand occupied with habit and whip, 
and only loose sloping sand for foothold, I had but litt^le 
strength or capabUi-ty t^o fight, or indeed to do more than 
keep my footing, and to some extent guide him in his 
gyrat^i^ons, in order to prevent him knocking me down. 
I watched Sir H.'s retreating figure with much anxiety, 
hoping that he might look round and see my position. 
Every instant proved more clearly that ‘ Scamp,' was 
gaining the mastery, till at length he fairly pushed me 
over a shelf of sand, where, being below him, I lost the 
small amoun-t of power I had possessed on the rising 
ground, and making a sudden rush he threw me down. 
Sir H., on -turning round, saw us in this position, ‘ Scamp,' 
with his forelegs in the air, looking as wicked as possible, 
and as if he were going t^o dance upon me! The Governor 
ran up, and just caught the bridle as it fell to the ground,
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I being powerless to bold it longer, after which, thiei'e 
ensued a strugjgl^e, such as I never wish to see again 
between man and horse. Three t^imes after he had ap
parently submiitted himself, when Si^’ H. brought him up 
to the rock, on which I was standing ready to mount, the 
instant my foo-t t^ouched the stirrup, he stood up on his 
hindlegs, and made a bound, which carried me off the 
rock on to the sand, the last time catching his foo^ in 
my habit, which made it rather nervous work, for the 
habit was twisted round his hoof, not merely under it. 
However, Sir H. managed to back him gently off, and at 
last convinced ‘Scamjp’ that he was not the master'. 
Until this time we had no idea how much wickedness 
inhere was in him, nor had he shown us any symptoms of 
such ‘ Scampish ' tricks.

The morning of the day on which we had arranged to 
leave Kirinde (the river having been pi’onounced fordable) 
was ushered in by torrents of rain—rain such as hills in 
Ceylon, but in few other' places where I have been. A 
council was held as to the probabdiity of f^.ncling the river 
again impassable. Two of the party, wi-th all the supplies, 
had started the evening before, and it was discovered 
that the last biscui-ts and eggs to be procured in the place 
had been demolished at breakfast. So we set off on 
our return to ITambs^ntotte, and found the ford at the 
river practicabl^e; although the natives did their best to 
stop us, by rushing into the water and pretending to 
stumble, and slip into holes, where the water only allowed 
t^lu^i^r^. heads to appear'. Their little -r^use was so very 
transparent that we passed on unhesitatingly, and found 
the water not much higher than the horses’ girths, though,

«
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had it been t^wice as deep, we could not have suffered 
much more, for the rain had defied Macintoshes and 
wateip)i^oofs, and we were all dripping before arriving at 
the rivei".

We remained a day at Hambantotte, and then left 
the coas^it and struck into t^he country, by a road which 
runs straight inland for many miles. For the f^rst .-two 
days it was very bad t^r’a^vel^ling, thi^ough deep clay mud, 
which tried the horses and coolies considerably. The leaf 
palaces were of a much less finished, as well as less orna
mental kind, than heretofoi^<3; moreovei' the rain was 
continuous, and the locality feverish, so that we were not 
quite as much in love with the Ceylon jungle as hither’l^o. 
But, happily, no one suffered, nor did the spirits of any of 
the party flag. .

Through all this co^^try elephants abounded, and 
several times we heard them trumpeting as we rode along 
in the dusk, although we did not see t^hem.

The third day of our march in this direction we rode 
over seven miles of forest road, to a place where a kajam  ̂• 
bungalow had been erected for breakfaf^ft; and during 
the last t^hree miles our way was enlivened by a group of 
musicians and dancers, who had come out to do lit^nour 
to His Ex^cellency. Anything more barbarous than their 
performances it would be hard to conceive. Tom-toms in 
India are bad enough, but inhere is a certain curly horn 
instrument her^e, which, combined with the clashing of 
rude cymbals and small drums, is inf^^ni-tely woi^f^e; and 
the contortions of the dancers were most ungi^aceful and 
uncouth. One of them, apparently the leader of the 
dance, was dressed in a sort of dull crimson short petti-
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coat, and had his head covered wi-th fan-shaped crimped 
paper, sticking out on all sides, and presenting a most 
ludicrous and grotesque appearance.

At the end of our march a steep, rugged path, brought 
us to the bungalow of the owner of a large coffee estate, 
where we were to pass the nights. The house stands on 
a n^rrew platform on the mount^a^in-side, looki^ig across 
the valley to magnificent scarps and cliffs, upon which 
thiex^e was very litt^le vegetat^i^on. The st^eepness of t^he 
mountain here may in some measure be imagined, on 
hearing that the house of a brother-planter, wliich stands 
immediately above this, is only half a mile distant by the 
chain which draws the coffee up and down, but by the 
road (or rocky tio^ck) it*is six mii^(^J3!

There is a contrivance, on most of the estates situated 
on very steep ground, for passing the coffee down to the 
lowest point, and thus saving much t^ime and labour. A 
metal t^ube is raised on supports^, and carried at a gradual 
incline from the upper to the lower part of the plantat^i^on, 
where t^he store is generally built. The berries winch are 
t^o be sent down from the higher ground are put into the 
tube, and floated down with water, which at the store is 
drained off, or turned to account during the process of 
‘ pulping,' before the berries are packed. It was too early 
in the season for us to see ei-ther process going on.

There is a .good deal of resemblance between ‘ planters ' 
and f diggers ' in their manners and mode of life : the 
combination of extreme roughness and good-nature is 
characf^eristic of bot^th; and the table being supplied with 
a view to the quantity, rather than the quality or the 
appearance, of the viands, is the same in either case.
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Fi^om Laymaj^ito'fcte we had a very rough ride, over 
a stony path, so narrow as to be dangerous on our en- 
coun^ering bullocks coming down the hill, with their 
bales of coffee. The animals, alarmed at our appearance, 
made a rush, which resulted in two of our party being 
upset. Many of the distant views during these ten miles 
of rocky scramble were extensive and striking. We«»uld 
see the sea clearly behind the jagg^ed peaks of the many 
mountain ranges rising from the jr^ngl^e.

When we arrived at Kalapahane we found that Mr. B. 
(Government Agent at Bat^nu'pjoora) had made arrange
ments for us, and t^wo gent^lemen, idlers like ourselves, to 
go t^o the t^op of Adam’s Peak. The t^ime for the pro
mised elephant kraal was drawing near, and we were 
afraid that there would be no possibd^ity of getting to 
Pat^nap^oora, and t^lience to Adam’s Peak and back to 
Kandy by the appointed time; but Mr. B. had arranged 
everything so well, that what seemed almost impossible 
when first suggested, now appeared quite easy. This was 
the breaking uff' of our pleasant partly, and my father 
and I felt quite dismal as we saw the last of our friends 
waving farewell through, the drizzle, from a turn in the 
road t^o Newera Ellia. By some mistake, our baggage, 
with Lucien and our Cingalese servant, had gone on with 
the Governor’s thingfs; so Mr. B. and Mr. C., one of our 
party to Adam’s Peak, walked off in pouring rain to try 
and recover it^.

The news brought by our friends on their return was, 
that coolies with our baggage were on the road; and that 
on leaving us, the fijrst thing they had beheld on going 
up the pass was Lucien, wringing his hands, and peering 

a .
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down into a sea of mist in the valley below, with t^he 
vain hope of discovering his pony, which had fallen over 
a precipice. It was a very small animal, which my father 
had bought for 51. or 6l. in Colombo, and was, in ap
pearance, something like the pigs that children cut out 
in orange-peel. Neither the pony nor Lucien made their 
appearance that night, nor the followi^ig morning ; so we 
could only conclude that Lu^cien, unable to survive tiie 
loss of such a noble steed, must have sacrificed himsel^f.

The next morning, Mr. B. having roused us earlier 
than necessary, we spent thr^ee hours in the verandah, 
watching the . cold grey mist slowly dispersing as day 
dawned and the sun shone forth, when the view was mag
nificent. Stretching far away to the sea, with hills rising 
out of dense jung^les, lay the plain at our feet, some of 
the valleys being filled with white mist, which in the early 
morning’s grey light had all the efTect of lakes. Water is 
the only requisite here for the perfection of scenery.

We walked about a mile to the place where the waggon 
was waiting, and then drove twenf^y--on€5*fniles to Ballan- 
godde, where we breakfasted. Our road lay down a very 
pretty mountain-pass, where there were several fine talipat 
palms in blossom. The appearance presented by our wag
gon Was very much that of a ship undergoing ‘ washing- 
day.’ Our friends’ clothes had not recovered their wetting 
of the previous night, and had been hung all round t^he 
Wiggon to dry in the sun; their owners meanwhile 
wearing harlequin suits, borrowed from diffeirent mem
bers of the planter’s establishments.

We rested an hour or two at Ballangodde, and then 
twenty-five miles t.o Itaf^n^a^f)oora ended a long day’s work

• N
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for this country. The road, which for the most part ' was 
good, unfortunately became execrable, just when it grew 
dark; and, while making viol^^nt effoi’ts to drag the waggon • 
thi'ough a bed of deep clay, worn into wide ruts, the 
horse broke one of the tr-Jices, which we had to stop and 
mend. Finally, a ferry was to be crossed, at which t^he 
horse had to be taken out, so that it' was just 9 o’clock 
p.M. before we arrived at Ratr^ap^oora, much fafogued, 
having been ‘up and doii^jg’ since 3.30 A.M. ’

Here we found another gent^l^emau, who was to join 
our party, ’and about 3 P.M. the next day we set off on 
the ascent of Adam’s Peak, my father and I being carried 
in • chairs, the.others riding. My chair had a talipat palm 
covering, to keep off the sun, which' made it look •exactly 
like a gigant^ic green poke bonnets.

The guides, who were to have met us wi-th t^orches to 
light our path, did not appear, and echo alone answered to 
the shouts of two men sent on to seek them. The bearers 
for our chairs were unlike those in .India, who are well 
•a^ccustomed to the work, and walk over rough and broken • 
ground without ever losing the balance of the palanquin 
or tonjon. These coolies swayed the chairs about over 
the abyss, which looked black and horrible, in a manner 
that was anything but pleasant to our feelings, and once 
or twice so nearly upset my father, that at last he got 
down and walked. However, at 10 p.m. we arrived safely 
at Pallabadulla, where a hut, prepared, by Mr. B.’s orders, 
and formed of coco;i-^nut leaves laid across beams, affoi’ded 
us a shelter for the nights. Rude and rough as the accom
modation was, we were only too glad ^to avail ourselves of 
hi; and, refreshed by dinner and sleep, we started the
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next mCning seven o’clock. The chairs could no longer 
'he used, as the path from this point becomes very steep 
and rough, tlieiejfore some things in the form of manchiels* 
had been cons-tructed to help us on our road. We had 
some diffic^id-ty in getting into them, having to lie f^;tt 
on our backs, and work with a snakelike movement 
into the sack, which closed round like a hammock, and 
left as litt^le power, of movement to the unfortunate 
victim inside as if swathed, like an Italian A
stick was fastened across the head of the sack, which 
prevented its closing over the face, hut even t^Iiis. did not 
render it an agreeable mode of pl'ogl'essian ; part^icularly, 
as in lifting the manchiels up the steep rocky way, the 
bearers treated their burdens as if they were mertjly 
sacks of sand or coal, never dreaming of turning them 
round when going down hill, so as to allow the head to 
remain uppermost. Altogether we very soon h<ad enough 
of this mode of conveyance, and preferred walking^.

At ITi^mi^ni^tapane, about nine miles from where we 
bad passed the night, we stopped for breakfast in a 
native hut. A most extraordinary little place, where a 
few people live for the purpose of providing lodging and 
food for the numerous pilgrims, who journey from all

* In some parts of India, ‘manchit^lss’ are used as palanquins are 
elsewhere. They cannot, by the utmost stretch of imagination, bo 
called comfo'^’t^ible, being only a framework of wood with cloth or sacking 
stretched over it. A corresponding cloth-covered framework, sometimes 
with a sort of curtain hanging round it, is raised a little way above 
the other, as a protection against the sun for the unhappy occupant of 
the mancliiel, who lies flat' on his back, afraid to lift his head lest he 
should knock it against the pole upon which the two frameworks are 
strung lengthways.
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parts of the country, to pay their vows at the shrine 
on the summit of the mounta^iu. The room in which 
we breakfasted and found refuge from the sun was a kind 
of loft, to reach which we had to clamber up a ladder, 
made out of the trunk of a ti’ee, with steps cut in it. 
But so hungry were we (i't was past ,one o’clock), that I 
think we could have climbed t^he t^runk of a cotcoii-i^ut

palm, and sat among the leaves, had such a manoeuvre 
been requisite to obtain food !

From this point the road was one continuous ascent 
of rude and rocky sleeps, leading straight up the moun
tain t^hi’ough thick jung^^e^. I never saw so rough and 
steep a road, where, though excessively fatiguing, it was 
so practicable. There was nothing alarming, even for
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the most nervous person, until the last 100 yards or so. 
There the narirow ledges, cut in the face of a sheer rock, 
up which you have to scramble by the help of iron chains 
hung at the side, or an occasional iron baluster, might 
intimidate one, who, not possessing a steady head, should 
turn round and see nothing below him, and only rocky 
ledges above. There is another road up the mountain from 
the opposite side of the country, which is an easy slope 
compared to the one by which we ascend.ed ; but it joins 
our road at the foot of this rocky staircase, and all pil- ’ 
grims, thousands and thousands of .whom visit the shrine 
yearly, must encounter this formidable ascent at the end. 
In spite of which, many women, wiith children in their 
arms, and aged persons, accomplish t^his pilgrimage 
annua^lly.

For the last tht'ee miles one of the natives had helped 
me considerably by fastening one end of his sash into 
t^he belt round my waists. This was such an assistance, 
that I and one of the party, accustomed to steep climbi^ig, 
arrived at the top an hour or more before the other's. 
The ascent was undoubtedly arduous, but the glorious 
view fully repaid our exertions, for the panorama gained 
from the summiit of a cone more than 7000 feet above 
the sea, in such scenery as that of Ceylon, is indeed 
magnificent.*

We found ourselves on a small plateau, with a hut 
consii^-ting of one small room, and a narrow alcove, which 
would just hold a camp bedstead. From this -plateau a 
dozen or so of«teps led up the rock to the shrine, which

Adam’s Peak is 7379 feet above the sea.
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is only a rude kind of shed built over the dent in t^he 
si^one, called the impression of Adam’s, Mahomet’s, or 
Bhudha’s foot, according to the creed of the worshipper^. 
The said impression bears token of having been ‘ impi’oved ’ 
by lime and plaster of some kind, but even thus aided 
does not bear a very striking resemblance to any foot 
recognised by modern anat^omists.

It was near sunset when we arrived, and every object 
down below showed .clearly and distinctly as possible. 
The colouring, both of sky and earth, as the fiery globe 
sank beneath the horizon, was most gorgeous, and raised 
as we were far above and away from ‘ the smoke and stir 
of that dim spot which men call earth,’ even the crags 
of t^hosc mountains, which, viewed from the plain, ap
peared nearly as high as the peak, seemed but insig
nificant hills rising from the valley.

It was bitterly cold as evening came on, and as the 
hut was only large enough for thi’ee people to pass the 
night in, with comfort, the other two took up their po
sition under the shed ccoveriiig the shrine, having pre
viously improved their shelter by putting up mats and 
making an enormous fire. Neither mats nor fire, however, 
prevented their suffering much from the keen air.

Unwilling to lose any of the beaut^iful effects of sun
rise, we rose with the fii'st streak of dawn. The morning 
was as clear as the previous evening, and the colouring 
indescribably lovely. Perhaps the most extraordinary 
feature was the shadow of the _ Peak itself, which was 
thrown, deeper and blacker in colour than any of the 
other shadows, entirely across the country, over mountain, 
valley, and. plain, to the dimmest horizon. It was quite
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distinct from everything else, and as the sun rose higher 
and higher t^his shadow contracted, until at length it 
showed like the reflection, or shadow, of a pyramid, with 
a clear, regularly defined outline, teiminating in a fine 
sharp points. There were several Bliudliists who had 
come up to pay their morning worship, and make their 
offeirings of fresh flowers (chiefly the beautiful crimson 
rhododendron) at the shrine. They say that this shadow 
is the way Bhudha shows himself t^o the woi-ld every 
moi*^iing. Wlien he is pleased, he pushes his foot a 
little way out of heaven, and it t^h^rows this shade ; but 
when ajig’ry tins favour is with^ield, and no shadow is 
seen. Some notion may be conceived of the extreme 
dearness of the at^mosphere, from our being able to see 
with t^^ie naked eye the Trigonometrical Survey mound 
on Pedro Tallagalla, sixty miles distant in a bee-line, and 
with glasses, the pole planted in the centre of the mound. 
We left about three hours after surn'ise, carrying wi-th us 
an ineffaceable remembrance of t^his beautiful scene.

We had hoped t^o reach Bat^na^poora that night, but 
descending the steep rocky steps was even more fatiguing 
than clambering up; and as it was late before the party 
had assembled at the side of a clear river running t^hrnugh 
the rocks, where we were to breakfast, we determined to 
go no further than the hut where we had slept on our 
way up. This proved to be a wise measure, for we had 
hardly arrived before a t^hick, drizzling i^-an 
which lasted all nights.

On pursuing our desce:nt next morning 
scarcely move, so great had been the strain 
muscles. I could not walk at all without the

came on,

we could 
upon our 
assistance
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of t^wo natives, who acted as alpenstocks ; and to add to 
our discomfort, the rain had brought out innumerable 
leeches, which attacked us furiously as we proceeded.

We reached Ratna^poora about noon, and there found 
the faithful Lucien, whose pony, having a second time 
fallen over a precipice, he left to its fate, and set off to 
make his own way on foot. So anxious, poor boy, to 
arrive, that, wiithout a guide, perfectly ignorant of the 
languag^e, and unaccustomed t^o long walks, he had accom
plished fifty-four miles in t^wo days ; passing the first 
night (as he expressed it) ‘in de bush.’

My father and I left Rat^^na^poora, en route for Kandy, 
the same afternoon, and drove t^wenty-six miles to Avisa- 
vella, where we found an unusually clean and ' comfortable 
rest-house. For the sake of sparing our horse we had 
sent our baggage by coolies,* and early the next morning 
we received t;he unpleasant intelligence that it had been 
deserted by them and left in the middle of'the road. No 
other coolies were forthcoming, so my father was obliged 
to take t^he waggon and return for the goods, which 
caused a day’s delay in ' our jouin^ey.
■, - - We had been assured that to reach Kandy in one day 
from. Avisavella was impossible. It is sixty-four miles, 
with t^wo or three rivers to be crossed, by means of rude 
ferries, and a long ghat to be surmounted. But we were 
expected the next evening at The Pavilion, so we deter
mined to make the att^empt, and ultimately succeeded, 
though it was a long and tiring day.

On arriving at The Pavilion, we found that ther-e was

* Native porters.
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a fresh delay in the kraal,* which would necessi.tate our 
postponing our departure another fortnight, and at the 
same time preclude all idea of visiting Java, as a journey 
there at the present time would have occasioned our ar
riving in China during the hottest season: Sir H. and 
Lady Robinson were mos't kind and hospitable iu wislring 
us t^o I’emain with t^hem, and t^he weather was all we 
could desire.

During our stay here we went to see the sacred tooth 
(Bhudha’s) in t^he ‘ Mal^iagj^'^ji’’ Temple of the Tooth: 
There is much ceremony when t^iis t^ooth is exhibited : 
various orders for tbe opening of the chamber are re
quisite, before the.bars maybe taken down and the strong 
box unlocked. The tooth is inclosed in manifold caskets, 
one within another, becoming richer and more ornamented 
the nearer they are to the sacred relic. The last t^wo or 
three are of very fine gold, set with rubies, diamonds, and 
emeralds : but these, like most Oriental jewels, are roughly 
cut and ill set. The chamber was lighted, and roses and

* The kraal is the enclosure into which, when fresh elephants are 
required, a herd of wild ones is driven. The kraal is made in some spot 
convenient to the districts in which the elephants are supposed to be. 
The moodlcas, or headmen, of these districts are required to find a cer
tain number of coolies as beaters. These are formed into a cordon, sur
rounding the elephants, district. The circle is gradually contracted, the 
coolies advancing slowly by day, beating the jungle as they go, and 
lighting watch-fires by night. The elephants are thus driven towards 
the kraal, into which they are eventually enticed by decoy elephants, 
placed there for the purpose. Once within the enclosure strong ropes 
are skilfully passed round their legs, aud then fastened to the largest 
trees. There the elephant remains until he is subdued, and partially 
tamed, by hunger and fatii^^<3; after which he is gradually liberated, 
and his education commences.

/
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jessamine abounded ; the odours of which, combined with 
cocofaunt oil, garlic, and other abominations pertaining t^o 
the priests, were almost int^olei'a^l)]^e^.

Near this t^emple is a place that was formerly a garden 
belonging to t^he kings of Kandy, in which are two ruined 
dagobas, but nothing else of inter^est.

The Pavilion at Kandy is one of the most delightful 
abodes I know-'. The lawn and garden are charmi^ig, and 
the fine trees and brilliant flo-^t^ring shrubs and ci’eepers 
realise the ideal of enchanted gardens in a fairy 
The proximi'ty of '' Lady Hort^on’s Walk ' is a great ad- 
vant^a^g^e, as there is a path connecting it with The Pavilion 
garden ; and, for either riding or walking, the gravelled 
road is excellent.

While waiting for a summons to the kraal, my father 
spent a few days in visiting the ruins of Pollanarua, with 
which he was much pleased. I did not accom^pany him, 
for the road lies through a very feverish district, and 
there is but indif ’̂erent accommodation at t^^ie l^est^-^l]^ou^5e^g^. 
These ruins are the most extensive and best preserved in 
Ceylon. There are many gigantic stone figures of Bhudha, 
and the remains of various temples and other buildings. 
Compared with thiose at Tisse-maha-rama, t^hese rums are 
modern, only dating from A.D. 718 .; and, though looked 
upon as entirely Bhudhist remains, my father thought 
that both the Delada Mallagawa and the Jagt^ci-^maha- 
rama more nearly resemble the Hin^d^oo t^emples seen in 
India than other Bhudhist temples in Ceylon.

After many delays we were at last told, that early in 
March the elephants would certainly be kraaled, and 
t^h^er^efore we might take our departure for Nellegolle, the
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place appoi^nted for the kraiaJ^. Thirty elephants, or more, 
were being driven; and they were tr^a^velling with such 
speed, that we were advised to lose no time in r^ea^ching^- 
the spot ourselves. Accordingly, on the afternoon, of the 
last day in February, we all startled, and drove twenty- 
four miles to Kornegalle, where we were to sleep in the 
Gover^rment Agent’s house.

Parts of t^he road lay t^hi’ough pretty scenery, particu
larly near Korneg^alle, where the hi^s assumed a very 
quaint, picturesque outline. The heat we endured that 
night was intense. The Govei-nment Agent’s house 
stands in a kind of park, with an avenue of trees leading 
to the entrance; but it is situated at the foot of a high, 
bare rock, upon which the sun shines all day, and, in con
sequence, the heat thrown out after sunset renders the 
night almost hotter than the day. In the grounds round 
the house are a few ruins, and among tl^em one very 
curious piereed stone window.

We left Kornegalle early the next moiming, and drove 
sixteen miles l^o Nellegolle, where t^he kraal was erected^. 
As we approached the place, it was almost like the en- 
traauce to a fair in England. Small booths and huts were 
raised by the roadside, and carts t^urned for the occasion 
into stalls, where fruits, cakes, spirits, &c. were exposed 
for sale. Then we came upon rows of vehicles of every 
description, which had conveyed people from differrent 
parts of the country. Further back, in litt^le cleared 
spaces in the jung^le, leaf-huts were erected, as well as a 
sort of impromptu bazaar, in a straggling street beside 
the rivel•; and finally, a few hundred yards away from 
the kraal, in a large clearing, our leaf-palace, with a large
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flag str^etched over the . door, .-upon which was'i^iisci’j^bed, 
*We^lcome Viceroy 1’ ' ' ' . ' . •

In the evening we went to look at the enclosure, which 
surrounded - t^hree acres ■ of The barriers were
formed .)f horizontal ■ wooderubars, fastened .to '■vle;ry sti^ong 
upright posts. Upon -these bars people are stat^ioned, 
with white Wunds and guns?- in their hands, in order to 
frighten back the elephants, should they attempt to break 
thu’ough ; for, notwithstanding the strength of the enclo
sure, the barriers would prove of litt^le avail ■ against the 
strength of a herd ©* wild elephants. The Grand Stand 
was a picturesque, two-storied edifice, built of logs, and 
resembling a large summer-house in an ornamental garden.

The report of' the elephants was said to be very 
satisfactory, though they were not so near- as we had 
been led to believe. All the tame decoy elephants were 
assemb^^d- here in readiness, and in the afternoon we 
walked to the river to see them perform their ablutions, 
and exhibit their intelligence and docility. The Ceylon 
elephant is consiiderably smaller than the Indian, and 
‘tuskers’ among the former are much more rare. Still 
the expected wild elephants did not come, t^hough the 
Government Agent had himself gone out t^o. assist in 
driving them.

For t^wo days the reports varied houiily; and on the 
thud morning of our stay, Sir U., my father, and Captain 
B., rode out before daylight to the place, seven miles dis
tant, where the elephants were said to be, that they 
might judge for t^h(2mselves. They did not return till 
late, but were well satisfied with the day’s expediti^on, 
though they had spent eleven hours seated in a tr^ee,
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•wtt^c^liing the drivi;^ig.of the elephants l^hi'ough the •
It wts t noble sights, ^hey stid; to see these great diet- ' 
ture.s drashing thiough the. trees’t^nd underwood; -b’crh 
the progress mtde in their onwtrd inti'dh wts evidently 
slow. There wts, moreover, t liver to be crossed between

■ them tnd the. krttl, which would probtbly dtuse consider- 
tble delty ; so tht^li', in spite' of tll 'tssurtnces thtt next 
dty must bring them in’,' t^hiere see.t^ed but smth hope of 
such being t^he ■c^ose. .

During t^^ieir tbsende we htd tmused ourselves with 
some dtnding-girls tnd -jug^g^lers, t^^T^ough neither were ptr- 
t^idultrly good" The • dtnces were u^igrtdeful t^id mono
tonous, Qnd the juggling donsisted dhiefly of spinning 
brass plttes on t^he tips of their forefingers.

The doi^uttry i^nmedittely surrounding Nellegolle is, 
unlike the southern ptrt of the isltnd, very fit!;. But - 
t^he lovely flowers,‘*numel^ous song^-^liirds-, lot^u£^-(Jo^^c}l^c^d 
ltkes, tnd fine trees, mtde etrly moi'ui^ig wtlks t^ll'ougr 
the jungle hi.th^e fres^i, dool tir, most^^elight^l^^il^.

The next dty my ftther tnd I were on the point of 
sttrting for Gtlle Jo meet ' the Chint st^et^mer, when word 
wts brought, thtt the elephants htd drossed the river, 
tnd were mtking on ts ftst ts possible towtrds the krttl, 
indeed thtt it would be quite possible to krttl them thtt 
nights. This news induded us to prolong our stty one 
dty more, espeditlly ts Mr.------sakl ‘ hliree wva^ir’t hhe
shtdow of t doubt thtt we should he rewtrded.’ Our 
friends kindly wished us to delty our deptrtuj.’e tltogether 
for t mtil or t^w^o, thtt we might htve some elk-hunting 
on the elk-plt^inE^. But we were tnxious t^o tvoid the 
extr^eme hett in t^he Str^tit^s, so we mtde up. our minds,
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that unless the elephants were kr^aaled that evening, or.. 
early the next morning, we must abandon-all hope. of 
witnessing the sights, ' ' ■

In the evening there was service in Mr. ;---- ’s bun--
galow, after which we walked. to the kraal, l^hough it 
was said to be dangerous to do so, as the elephants ’ 
were within 300 yards of it, and we should find the en
closure surrounded with watch-fires. The only watch
fire we saw was that belonging t^o some coolies, who slept- 
under the Grand Stand to guard the cloth hangings ; and, 
in spite of our effonts, we were unable to distinguish the 
shouts of the beaters, and the crackling of the trees, borne 
down by the onward rush of the elephants, which we had 
been led to expects.

The elephants were not kraaled before noon the follow
ing day, at which time we were compelled to take our 
departure very reluctantly, not only because of the dis
appointment at losing a sight which can be seen nowhere 
else, but also at leaving friends, who had been so in
variably kind, and who had made our three months’ stay 
in the island so pleasant and enjoyable.

Our waggon took us to Ambepusse, forty miles dis
tant ; it was a very hot journey, but through lovely 
scenery. We went t^lie^n^ce by train to Colombo, where 
the Governor had ordered rooms in the Queen’s House to 
be prepared for us. It was with some diff^i^ulity we could 
persuade the driver of the cab from the station to take us 
ther^e, as he persisted in the declaration, ‘ Mr. Queen— 
no got at home !’

The next day we left for Galle, which we found in 
temperature like a hot-house,-damp and oppressive. Sir

    
 



A FAILURE. 191

TI. IkicI desired that we would take up our quarters in 
the ‘ Queen's House/ and we found the large rooms there 
vei-y preferable ' to the small, crowded, public 
at the Kotek • '

. The next, evening we went on hoard the P. and O. 
steamer, which was to 't^ake us to Hong Kong, but had 
scarcely started before it was found that the ‘ keyii^!^' -of 
the screw was-lost, and that this would involve the delay 
of a week. This was part^i^cularly vexatious, as had we 
foi'eseen it, we might have stayed, to see the kr'aal, t^h^ough 
from t^he repoi*ts which reached us of it, it would cer
tainly have fallen short of our expectat^i^ons. Tt came off 
the day after our departur'e, but was considered a great 
failure, as only five elephants were kraaled that day 
instead of thirtyr. A few more were taken the next day, 
but the sole excitement appeared to have been the escape 
of one of the tame elephants from his mahoiub,/i who, after 
rushing about for some time in the crowd, was kraaled 
with the wild ones.

The Govei’nment Agent and his wife made a pleasant 
diversion for us, during our enforced stay ’at Galle, by 
taking us up the Gindara river to Baddegam, where, in a 
neat rest-house, some height above the river, and over
looking it, we spent the day. We went in a covered 
raft, supported upon a couple of boats, which was traacked 
up by coolies, and rowed down in the evening. The 
scenery is low and flat, with here and there masses of 
dense jungle and groups of bamboos, whilst occasional 
peeps of hills appear far off in the dist^ance.

ft : the keeper or- driver of an elephant.
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CE^.APTER XIII.

CHINA.

On the 16th of March we really took out- depa^-tui^e, 
though not wi-thout some doubts even then as to whether 
we should not have to return, for while we were yet in 
the harbour the bearings of the engine became heated, 
and we had to wai^ tw-’o hours before they were suffi
ciently cool for us to continue our progr'ess.

We reached Penang the sixth night after leaving 
Galle, Steamers ordinarily stay here t^wenty-four hours, 
which enables passengers to see something of the very 
lovely island. But, unfortunately for us, our delay in 
leaving Galle obliged ‘thie captain t^o hurry over the dis
charging and embarking of cai-go and mails as quickly as 
possible, and as this occupied only a few hour’s, we left 
before daybreak the next morning. The following night 
we arrived at Singapore, where we landed, and found 
rooms engaged for us in the hotel. All the afternoon 
we had been passing by islafids, covered with I^i’ees to the 
water’s edge, with low f^iat land beyond them.

Early.the next morning’ we hired a vehicle resembling
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a shigram,* drawn by a small pony, and drove about 
thi’ee miles to see the Botanical Gardens, over an ex
cellent road, and under an avenue of fine tiees, beneath 
which Chinese and. Malays, principally the former, have 
their dwellings. Their houses were clean and neat, and 
t^heir goods were arranged, wi-th so much taste, that it was 
quite a pleasure to look at t^^ie^m.

The gardens are charming, with green lawns and 
borders of flc^o^wefssliady walks, with luxuriant creepers 
covering the trees, under the shade of which beautiful 
ferns flourish, while among the branches birds sing ex
quisitely. There is something* entrancing i^r the early 
morning of these sunny, t^ropical climes.

Some diinese gardeners were mowing the lawns. It 
is curious to watch t^fiem. They make a complete circle 
with each sweep of the scythe. -

The English church here is more like a church in 
England than any I have elsewhere seen in the East. 
It has open seats with carved ends, a very lofty roof, 
clerestory windows, and a fine organ.

On . leaving we drove to the new harbour, about five 
miles from the town, where the steamers take in coal 
after discharging their passengers. We amused ourselves 
until our departure by watching the Malay boys, who 
in their boats crowd round the steamers, screaming and 
chattering, and are deliglited to dive for halfpence and 
small silver coin. They look like otter’s while struggling 
and squabbling’ under the water, where they will remain

* A ‘shignun’ is a somewhat enlarged palanquin, on wheels. In 
India they are much used, principally as hack-carriages.

O
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for a considerable t^ime, and dive to a great depth to 
secure their piizf;.

The view of the surrounding country on leaving the 
harbour is str^ikL^g, the hills being covered with acres of 
pine-apples. The sea was like oil, the heat inl^ejnsje, as it 
had been for tw^o or three days previously, and our cargo 
—opium—very disagreeable. The smell of it is ex
ceedingly unpleasant, and the heavy, drowsy sensation 
induced by it most uncomfortable. At Singapore con
siderable additions were made to the number of living 
beings on board, t^hr^ough the purchase of a muliitudle of 
parrots by the passengers. Until death released t^hem 
from captivity, t^h^ese poor birds were co:ni3itantly under 
people’s feet while both parrots and people performed 
their quarter-deck perambulat^ions, the birds with the 
toddling, top-heavy gait characteristic of parrots.

During the ensuing week we had a good deal of rough 
weather, wiith a head wind, occasional squalls, accompanied 
by rain, which in these latitudes are called ‘ Sumatras,’ 
and sometimes at night lightning, more vivid and in- 
cess;ant than any description could convey to the mind. 
There were seldom any distinct flashes, but it continued 
in one blaze all round the horizon, rendering the night 
almost as bright as the day. *

On the 31st, however, the weather, as we neared our 
harbour, became raw and chilly, lik(* a November day 
in England, making us long for a cheerful fire and well- 
curtained rooms. I had no idea until now that here 
everything was so completely barren as it is. There is 
hardly more verdure on Hong Kong and its surroundings, 
than at Aden in the Red Sea. v The t^own, as seen from
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the entrance of the harbour and the opposite shore, looks 
very well, and th^nroughly un-English, witli- its I'ows of 
fine granite houses, built in long terraces—many of them 
with hand.some st^one arches supporti^ig the veranda^hs. 
They stand t^ier above tier on the steep hill-side, with t^he 
crowning pinnacle of the m^^intain called ‘ Victoria Peak,' 
rising so perpendicularly behind, that it seems ready to 
fall int^o the midst of t^liese palatial warehouses, and to 
threaten with ruin the magnificent residences of their 
owners.

The harbour is crowded with craft of all kinds, and 
from all countries. Grand t^hreie-deckers, belonging t^o 
the English and French navies; graceful yachts and 
steamers, built, wi'th the view of obtaining the utmost 
speed, for some of the immensely weal'thy China mer
chants ; awkwai’d-looking junk^s, with then' curious mat
sails, square rig, and huge blind eyes painted on the 
bows, owned for the mos't part by pirat^es, who give much 
trouble both to Government and to the merclh^uttj; small 
fishiiig-boats, wherein whole families are born, and live, 
and die, and which at night are formed into island 
villages, a certain number being fastened together, and 
arranged in' streets of floaiti^rg habitat^i^ons. A literal 
foresit of masts, seemi^ngly innumer'able.

Not long after our arrival, the aide-de-camp in the 
Governor’s barge came alongside, and on landing we 
received a cordial welcome from Sir It^. and Lady Mac- 
Gonnell. . . '

Governme:nt House is a handsome granite building, 
with a good garden in front, and the Pu^l)lic Gardens 
behind. The rooms, though not lar’g^e, are coi^ff^rrt^l^le;
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and from the verandahs we were particularly struck with 
the view; the red and grey taints of the soil add much 
beauty to the scene, notwithstanding the absence of all 
vegeta^t^i^on^.

People who live in Hong Kong do not, I believe, 
dislike it^, but to me the sense of imprisonment would 
be most oppressive. There is but one road, and t^his is 
unfit for driving or riding further than six miles on eiither 
side of the town. I believe it extends all round* the 
island, but the more lonely part becomes very rough, 
as well as dangerous on account of robbers and. pirates 
who infest it. The streets of the town rival foliose of 
Malta in steepness, and the only flat piece of ground of 
any extent is the ‘ Happy Valley,’ which is just outside 
the town, and where, side by side, are the racecourse and 
the cemetery.

In the afterr^oon the Hong Kong world seems to 
think it right to ride or drive a few miles out of the town; 
and it appears to be necessary, for the honour and glory 
of some of the large merchants' houses, that a long 
string of horses should daily parade the road near their 
sta^bles. For all other occasions, chairs are used made 

of bamboo; some of them 
in pretty, open-work pat
terns, and with a sort of 
pent-house covering, which 
may be removed at plea
sure. They are supported

on long bamboo-poles, forming shafts before and behiiKl; 
between which, if two coolies are carrying the chair, they 

. place l^hemselves, like horses,' and bear a pole on each

L
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shoulder^. If four coolies are employed, a short pole is 
att^ached to a cross-piece connecting the shafts, and t^hey 
calory the chair as Indian h&m&s*' do. It is curious to 
see these chairs at nights. They are invariably used for
taking people out to dinner, ; and, at a hall or theati'e, 
the crush is worse than at ‘ Her Majesty’s ' or Covent 
Garden.’ It requires all the i^igenuity of Chinamen t^o 
manage an accumulation of t^hese long poles, while all 
are .trying to rush up to t^he door firs^. The Chinese

' lanteras, which at night are c^i'^^i^ed in front of thie chairs, 
look very pict^uresquc^.

The day after our arrival H. M. S. ‘ Princess Royal ' 
came in. We had been delighted to find our old friend 
the Admiral here, and were much pleased when his flag
ship made her appearance. I think until one has been 
for a long time among people, who, however kind and 
friendly, are still strangers, it is impossible to realise the 
relief and pleasure felt in the utt^era^nce of that short and 
simple sentence, ‘Don’t you remember?’

We went one day to make purchases in the native 
town ; everything t^h^ejres’ was ex^^-bi-tantly dear, wi^h less 
variety of choice than at Canton. The streets and shops 
resemble Indian bazaars, but are cleaner and larger, and 
the goods more tastefully arranged. The frui^ and sweet
meat stalls by the roadside, which generally look very 
uninviting, are here arranged so prettily, and with little 
fancy-stands, made out of baml>oo, which are quaint and 
uncommon, that they have quite a coi^itrary effect.

* ‘ Hamals ' are the bearers of palanquins, or tonjons. They carry 
the pole on their shonli^f^irs; the first man on the right shoulder, the 
second on the left, and so on : thus always keeping the pole steady.
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Another day we found ourselves, unint^ent^i^onally, in 
quite a djffe;rent part of the native town, inhabited prin
cipally by ruffians of all sorts—pirates, t^hii^ev^es, and mur
derers. Here the streets were nanow, with small and 
very dirty shops on either side. The road was crowded 
by natives, with most sinister expressions, and we were 
told that we had been foirtunate in escaping without rob
bery at leasts.

. Some people have built small houses at Pok-fa-lum, 
on a cliff overhanging the sea; and here, in the hot 
summer months, those who are unable or unwilling to go 
to■ Japan for change of air, take up their abode. It has 
the advantage of being open to the sea-breeze, which is

• entirely shut out from the town by Moment Victoria^. The 
most magnificent of these abodes is a grand castellated 
mansion, built by a watchmaker of Hong Kong.

A steep path leads to ‘ Victoria Peak,' the summit 
of Mount Victoria, where is a flag-staff and a look-o^it 
stat^ion. Here Inhere is a fine view of the harboui^. We 
were told that the ‘ Spectre of the Brocken ' might often 
be seen on days when there were clouds hanging below 
the Peak, but it was not visible either time that we 
were t^h^er^e^.

We went one day to inspect the Dockyard, and to see 
one of the comb-nstible machines, known under the eupho
nious and elegant appellation of ‘ stink-pots,’ explode. ■ 
They are much used by pirateis; and, although of simple 
construction, it is very diffi^i^ullt for those against whom 
they are employed to guard against them. An earthen 
jar has the lower pai't filled with explosive matejials, 
and the mouth seall^d; the jar is then tied up in a can-
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vas-bag. When used the bag is opened, and t^wo or thi'ee 
lighted sticks are placed in t^he upper pai't of the 
and the bag drawn close; the whole is th^en hurled on 
boai’d the att^a^cked vessel. As soon as the jar breaks, 
the lighted sticks ignite the powder, a ta^e^mendous flash 
ensues, accompanied by a horrid smell and a cloud of 
smol^(e; and, when half-a-dozen or more are thrown one 
after another on an enemy’s deck, th^e chances are very 
much in favour of t^he pirates being able to board the 
vessel.

There is nothing remarkable in the Docks, I think, 
nor differing from ’the usual order and regularity, which 
is a sine qud non where sailors are concerned. But 
there is a spot which is pointed out to visitors as illus
trative of the tenacity of life possessed-by some persons. 
Passing between t^wo walls, which enclose a narrow pass
age, with a steep sta^ir^case at the end, is the shaft of the 
driving-wheel of one of the engines, which crosses over a 
person’s head about half-way up the stair'case, and makes 
eighty revolutions in a minute. On one occasion, a China
man coming dowinstairs threw up his pigtail, which ca-uj^l^t, 
on the shaft, and was twisted round it in a moim^nt; and 
there he spun round and round, eighty t^imes a minute, 
until the machinery could be stopped. When released, 
almost every bone in his body was broken : but, notwith
standing, he survived, and when we were there he was 
employed in the Dockyard, in some service not requiring 
much activity. Just over the shaft they show the splin
tered beam, against which his heels struck with each 
revolution. '

Chinese servants are strikingly. . gg&d ; t^hey .are as
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quiet, quick, and full of resource, as the Indians, and 
much more neat and t^id^jr. In these respects the best 
Indian servant is generally deficients. There is always 
some hole or comer, or drawer, which he uses as a ‘ rubbish
box,’ however particular he may be in matters immedi
ately under the eye of his master. But the Chinese seem _ 
to possess an inherent love of order, which leads them 
into the opposite extr^eme, and tends to encourage that 
want of invention, and the habit of acting from tra
dition, which are striking failings among all classes of 
Chinese. With the cooks this is particularly observable, 
and unless t^he mistress of the establishment orders dinner 
herself, she very soon finds that a certain iround, of dishes 
recurs with machine-like regularity. The same habit 
extends also to-other things: for instance, if you once 
show a Chinaman the place for a certain book or chair, 
and afterwards remove either to a diffeirent place, he 
will persist in replacing it in the original posi^tion until 
you give him . a direct command to the contrary. Good 
Chinese servants are scrupulously clean, in spite of the 
dirty habits of the people.

I can hardly credi't what people say of the absolute 
necessiity for learning ‘ pigeon-.Engli:^li,’ and speaking it 
to your servants, if you wish them to understand you. 
The Chinese are not more dull, or dense, than other 
people at learning a foreign tongue, as far as I could 
disco^(^r; and yet, when teaching the latter to speak 

-English, it is not considered necessary to^translate it 
int^o their own particular idiom, and to compose a sen
tience of garbled and mutilated English words, strung 
together in a most tm-English fashion. What English
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person, who had had no intercourse with Chinamen, would 
imagine that ‘ You go talkee my one piecee man, chop 
chop, topside makee walkee,' means i^i Engjlish, ‘ Go and 
tell my serva.nt l^o go upstairs at once?' To hear’ good (?) 
pigeon-English spoken is like hearing a new and unknown 
tongue, and, I should fancy, requires nearly as much 
learning. It is only in the south that pigeon-Englisli is 
generally used; t^hough sometimes, when a servant who 
belongs to Hong Kong, or Canton, accompanies his master

Shanghai, or still further north, you hear it there also. 
This, however, is not often the case, as Chinamen do not 
care to remain far from the place of thei^- birth, if they 
can by any means gain a livelihood in their own part 
of the country’.

The climate of Hong Kong is exceedi^g'ly unpleasant^, 
and, I should judge, very unhealthy ; not that it is exces
sively hot, damp, or dry, but exti’emely variable. One 
day bright, dry, and pleasant^, as any one need wish ; the 
next, so damp that the stone staircase and hall pavement 
look as if buckets of water had been thr^own over t^liem, 
and black leather boots fi'e covered with blue mould in 
the course of a few hours. With this there is, perhaps, 
a raw, civll^^y feeling, making a fire most acceptable. The 
day after, again, may be hot and steamy, and one feels 
almost suffocated, even with open doors and window's. 
And this, perhaps, is followed by t^wo or three days of 
tempestuous wind and pouring rain. We were not there 
in the woi^^st months, but such was the weather we ex
perienced. A description we were given of the sensation 
produced by the climate later in the year, during the hot 
weather, ■ was, I thoughts, very happy : ‘ It makes one feel
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like an unfortunate vegetaljle left to get cold on the 
sideboard, wi-th the cover on!'

' After we had been about a foi^’tnight in Hong Kong- 
we went to pay Canton a visit, leaving by streamer at 
9 A.M. and arriving at 3.30 p.m. The river from Wham
poa, fifteen miles from Canton, is striking. Flat plains 
of considerable extent reach to the water’s edge, with a 
great many prett^y^-^i^ooking villages among groups of t^i^e^es, 
and fine bold hills in the dista^nce. As you go ful’t^lleI', 
the many ruined forts and pagodas are pictme^s^c^r^e^.' Close 
to the city the river is perfectly alive with the boat 
populat^i^on, in craft of all sorts, sizes, and descriptions. 
Huge junks, with t^heir neat square-rigged sails, with 
which they go along over the water at a pace that looks 
like flying. Enormous ‘ Flower-boats ’—large, wide-buiilt 
boats—serving as flo^iting public-houses or hotels, in 
which Chinamen often give their friends a dinner, in
stead of inviting them to their own houses. The boat 
is moored alongside a floating kit^chen, and the mside 
of it being fileted up into convenienit rooms, the occu
pants are as comfoirtable as possible. Small passenger

boats, and the picturesque 
slipper-boats, both of which 
are generally worked by 
women. Great numbers of 

persons also inhabi-t sheds raised on piles above the water, 
having no communication with the shore except by boat, 
and live almost amphibious lives. * One can form some 
esthnation of the boat population of Canton and its 
suburbs when told, that in a typhoon which occurred in 
1863, the fury of which lasted an hour and a half, 35,000
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persons lost their lives between Canton and Whampo£t! 
We were assured that the river has never been so crowded 
since, t^h^ough, to all appearance, one would scarcely ima
gine it possible that many more boats could have found 
room on it^.

On an’iving at-Canton we found Mr. 'Robertson, the 
Consul, waiting for us on the pier, with chairs to take us 
through the city to his house. All the merchants’ houses, 
called ‘ factories,’ and the Consulates, are outside the na
tive town, bui^-t on a ‘bund’* by the river-side. Mr. R, 
however, prefers the ‘ Yamun ’ in t^he midst of the city, 
about two miles and a half ofif; in winch he certainly 
shows good tast^e^. The Yamun was the Viceroy’s palace, 
comj^risi^ig within the enclosure a large amount of garden 
and park-like ground, besides ^the_ palace, and other de
tached building’s. The present Viceroy still lives here, 
but the part of the palace in which he resides is quite un
connected except by a gateway, which cuts off all commu
nication with Mr. R.’s abode.

I have seen in no other city in the world such 
narrow and-filthy streets as those of Canton. In most 
of them there is barely room for two chairs meeting to 
pass each other, and they are so crowded wi-th people, 
that the chairmen go along shouting and yelling, and 
making a ti-emendons noise. The streets look even nar
rower than they are, from having’ great coloured boards, 
on which are painted the name and trade of the owner, 
hung lengt^liwise, at right angles with each door-post.

* ‘ Bund,' a broad wharf or quay, on which, at all the Chinese ports, 
the ‘ hongs,' i. e. houses of the foreign merchants, and of other foreign, 
residents, are for the most part situated.
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Looking down a street, the effecit of these brilliantly 
coloured boards, of diffei’ent lengths and sizes, is • ex
tremely . picturesque ; and the coloured lanterns, hung over 
every door, are very bright and cheerfuh The shops are 
like l^hose in Cairo or India, only, instead of the floor being 
raised above the street, it is generally on t^he same level.

In the course of time we arrived at the Yamun, which 
is a del^htful place, and though in the very heart of the 
city, is clean and free from noise. Mr. It.'s is quite a 
domain, with a deer-park and a ruin in the grounds. The 
ruin formed part of the palace, which at the t^ime of the 
Occupation was used as a hospital for our soldiers, but 
was; unfortunately, set on fire by a drunken hospital 
serjeant. As Chinese houses are, with the exception of 
the wall and gable at ^eiit^($:'' end, built entirely of wood, 
it burnt down so rapidly that' it was with diff^i^ulty the 
sick and wounded couj,d ' be removed.

There are many fine old ti'ees in the grounds, but 
several were blown down d,uring^. the same typ)hoon that 
proved so fatal to the boat populat^ion.

This sketch is an attempt at guying some idea of what 
we saw from our rooms : all the stone balustrade of the 
terrace was beautifully carved.

That pox’tion of the building in which our rooms were, 
as well* as the t original old gateway, were t^horoughly 
Cninei^(3,*with .fed beams, an.d^,g'iganti.c wardoujg painted 
on the doo,rs,*tn^(^ Supposed t^o be guarding the entiamce.
* Mr. R.’s ywu apartments are deta^ched, but a covered 
way led, through a'htole in tfie wall, from our room's^"to 
t^he litt^le half-court; half-garden, in - which the btiildi»g 
staiids. This ‘ hole in tjte '*w31l ’ is similar t^o t^hose por-
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trayed in the garden on a ‘ wiUow-jp^t^itern ' plate ; i^ideed, 
one co^n^itantly feels here like the old woman in the 
nursery rhym^:

‘ Surely, says the little woman, this is none of I!'

and as t^hough walking in real, flesh and hlood through 
the garden where the trees hear t^h^ose marvellous oranges, 
and the three little Chinamen are always on their way 
over the bridge, and the two pi'^eternaturally swallow
tailed swallows hover perpetually over the lake.

Mr. R.’s is a regular Chinese house, built entirely of 
wood, fastened together with pegs. The taking down 
and building up of a habitation here is a very simple 
prociee^si: in fact, ‘ moving house ' is no mere figure of 
speech. The only stone parts are, as I have said before, 
the end walls and gables, and the foundation upon which, 
if the house has pillars, they rest.

The atmosphere of Canton was much coilder and drier 
than in Hong Kong, and fires were quite acceptable.

The day after our arrival (Sunday) we went in the 
morning to . service in the chui'ch, which stands among 
the factories and consulates at some distance out of the 
native town, and beyond the wharf where we landed..

The streets of the native town were thr^onged with 
Chinamen of all classes, hurrying J^ither and thit^h^ei’, 01; 
standing chatting wi^h friends. Chinamen are never 
without a fan, which, when the sun is hot, they hold 
above t^heir heads as a parasol, and when not in use they 
carry in the collar of their blouse. The effect of t^h^iss,;. 
sticking out at the side of the head from the back of the 
neck, is very comical.
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This was the only place in China where we saw any 
good-looking pigs. They abound everywher'e,' and are
generally too hideous to describe. On our way to ehurch 
I saw a herd being driven along- the road, which would 
have made any English farmer break the tenth connnand- 
ment,—fine large animals, with small well-shaped heads' 
and short legs, looking like pi'ize pigs at an agricultural 
show. I irrtagine that Mr. Wingr^ove Cooke can only, 
have been referring to the pigs of Canton, when in his 
^ett^ers tp the OTimees' during t^he war (1857-^58), he -re
marks upon the beaut^jr. of the pigs, and-the cleanliness 
with which t^hipy are fed' saying, ‘ Their pork is far more 
white and delicate in flavour than t^he pork .we see ex
posed in London, and it is fed with a care and cleanliness, 
from which some English dairies might well take pattern 
surely he cannot have seen the ’ pigs feeding in the streets 
and fdi^tjhes in other parts of China, for I don’-t think it 
would be possible even to look at pork as food,'wherever 
it might have been reared, after once witnessing that 
sights. • t

In the afternoon we visited the Five-storied Pagoda— 
a large and prominent building, standing on a hill over
looking the city. It is built in a square, or rather 
parallelogram, not in the usual round pagoda form, and 
is':fidl of coarse representat^i^ons of Bhud.ha. The dif
ferent stories are reached by means of very steep wooden 
ladders. During the war it was used as a barrack for 
our men. We then visited 'a t^emple at the top of the 
hill, to reach which it is necessary t^o ascend 742. steps 
(I did not co^int the number, but was told that such was 
correct). From this point Inhere is a splendid, bird’s-eye
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view of the city, which • is of immense extent. The 
co^intry beyond being at this time inundated with waiter, 
we could form but litt^le idea of its beauty^. All Chinese 
towns gain much in appearance by the clumps of tr.-ees 
which are always planted in the square court of any 
moderate-sized •house.. Just^-now these t^r^ees were looking 
their best, the fresh -yhing shoots of the deciduous ki^xds 

' slrowii^ng /a bright yellt^ov' g^r;een against the*dai’k ever- 
gree^nfs, and' the whole enlivened by the scarlet blossoms 
of -thK-, co1;ton tree, whic^i was in full bloom, and whose 
leafless branches were hidden by its friendly^- neighbour’s^.

On our'i’oad to ^this temple we saw a A^vOil bei^ig con- 
struct^ed •in the fpUowii^ig peculiar‘•faslli^on. Two boards
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are placed at a certain dista^nce apart, and supported from 
the outside by stakes. The space between these boards 
is filled wi-th disintegrated granite, which is puddled and 
pounded with wooden tools, somewliat resembling a large 
clumsy ci'icket-bat, until it becomes a perfectly solid mass, 
almost as hard and lasting as granite it^self. It is then 
plastex-ed over, and ruled in lines, to make it look like 
stone. The people are a most haldl-v/orl<il^^g and indus
trious race, and afford a strong contrast to the labourers

    
 



CHINA.208 .

. in India or Ceylon. In the former country three men or 
women may generally be seen looking on, while one does 
a litlJ^e woi'k.- In the latter, we one day saw some coolies 
beetling a" road', when, l^hough they all sti’uck the ground 
simultaneously, they all also paused for about half a 
mi:nute between every blow, their beetles suspended in 
the ah' while they chanted an epic poem, or something 
oT the kind, to keep up their courage for the laborious 
task.

Qui-tting the temple, we walked along the city walls, 
which are immensely thick and sti’ong, t^o the spot where 
t^he breach was made by which our soldiers entered at the 
'Occupation. Outside the walls is the burial-ground of 
those who fell. We descended on the outside, and re
turned by broken ground into the city, over a hill, which 
id completely honeycombed with Chinese graves, at many 
of which the friends and relations of the departed were 
praying and burning incense.

On our way home we stropped to visit t^he pagoda, 
which is seen from the Yamun. It is built entirely of 
brick, and its age is coi^j^iuted to be 2000 years at least. 
I was promised notes of the history and tradit^ions be
longing t^o it by the resident chaplain here, who has a 
large collection of such records, but I regret to say that 
they have never reached me. The staircase leading to 
the summit of this pagoda fell down many years ago, 
leaving an uninterrupted view from the base to the top. 
The entrance-door has lately been closed by order of the 
abbot of the temple, in consequence of rubbish falling 
upon opening the door. This individual was very polite, 
and after showing us the outside of the pagoda, invited
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us into his house; where we sat down and drank tea. 
The reception-i’oom in a Chinese house is very pretty; 
and much like the descript^ions of those' in Pompeii and ; 
Her’c^ulameum. It is open at one end, where there are 
generally vases of plants, or sometimes, rockwpi'k and 

' water*. There is a table in the middle of the room, and 
chairs or China stools (like Minton’s ware garden-seats) 
•ai round. One chair, at the end of the room, is never 
oc(^iupi^el; it is ‘ the Emperor’s chair.’ Not that in his 
wildest dr'eams a Chinaman would imagine the Emperor 
paying him a vii^ii; but it stands there as a sorb of type 
—the Emperoi* being ' the father of his people.’ In 
every house, without exception, is found the shrine of 
the special ‘ Joss,’ or god, of the family, with joss-sticks 
biu-ning before it ' ; and in some corner is the no less 
invariable stove, and on it the tea-equipage, ready for 
use at a moment’s notice. Most delicious tea is, as drunk 
in China, a very diffei'ei^ifc beverage from the coarse decoc
tion t^o which English people ai'e accustomed. The parti- 
t^ions between rooms in a Chinese house are made of 
wooden framework, in patterns filled in with glass, paper, 
or cloth. If the former, one expects the rooms to be 
more public than plea-ssuit; but from the complicated 
nature of the ■puttel'ns, and the a^'rangement of the rooms 
themselves, which fi-t into one another almost like a 
Chinese puzzle, it is difG^i^ullb . to see what is going on in 
the adjoining apartment.

The ’next day we began our visits to the lions 
of the city under the able guidance of Mr. ------.

To give any general accoi^^nt of the manners and cus
toms of the Cliinese. is impossible, unless a person devotes

• p
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a whole life's attention to the subject. • Many statements 
which I heard in the south were flatly contradicted in 
the noi’th, when I alluded to them as manners or habits 
of the people, and vice versd. But this cannot be con
sidered surpi’ising, as every one must acknowledge, when 
they reflect what a vast empire China is, and how densely 
popull^t^<^d; what diffei’emt climates are comprised within 
its boundaries, and what an extraordinary effect difference 
in temperature produces, both upon the p^h^i/s^que and the 
morale of people of the same race. I cannot pretend t^o 
vouch for the authenticity of the following tradii^i^ons and 
legends. Unfortunaf^el^y^, entir’e ignorance of the language 
prevented our ever receiving information first-hand. I 
now only '' t^ell the tale as ’twas told to me,' by our good- 
natured and enthusiast^ic cicerone. .

We went fi^’st to the ‘Temple of the Serj^(3nt;’ the 
legend atf^t^ched to which curiously coincides with one of 
our ancient Bible-pr^oplie^cies. Before Bhudha nnternd 
int^o his present state of omnipotence • and bliss, and while 
still on earth, he had a desperate battle with a serpent, 
who wounded him in the foot, but was almost attihilated 
himself. When Bhudha reappears on earth the serpent is 
t^o die, but meanwhile remains here, ready to inflict evil 
upon manlkud; to avoid which he must be pnopitiated 
and tr^eated. as a god. Consequently, there is always an 
egg and a cup of tea kept ready for the snake who abides 
in this temple. We did not see the snake, as this was his 
season of coma. The branch, upon which he usually lies, 
and his food were the only visible tokens of his presence. 
The next day was the festival of the god who is supposed 
to dwell in the serpent, and the temjile was in consequence
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being profusely decorated with flowers. Another curious 
coincidence between Chinese trad’it^inns and the Old-«
Testament hist^ory, is observable on t^his occasion. All 
the houses in the district belonging to this temple had a 
blood-red paper pasted on the door-post. The next day 
(the festival) one of the images of the god is carried 
through the di^l^ir^c^t; and if he sees a house without this 
blood-red paper, he is very angry, and inflicts some injury 
on the inmiat^(^£i; but if he sees it, he passes on well 
•j^l^iused.

The Chinese are intensely superst^^tiious. They con
sult t^heir gods as oracles on every ot{^£a^i<^n; and the 
latter are as ambiguous in then answers, and as careful to 
shield, themselves from mistake, whichever way the event 
may turn out, as were their brethren of ancient times, at 
Delphi and Thebes. We saw one woman in this temple 
consm^^.-ing the oracle. After ‘ chin-chinni^ig ' the Joss for 
soine time (i. e. mialting a salutat^ion, sometliing between a 
curtsey and an Indian salaam) she took two pieces of 
bamboo-root, of the same size and shape, cut f^tat on one 
side and round on the other ; these she threw into the air, 
watching eagerly which way they would fall. Should they 
both fall on .it^he f^jat side, or both on the round side, the 
answer will be nega/ti^'^ve; but if one falls on the flat and 
one on the round side, it will be aff^irmative. Hers fell 
thus, causing great joy, and she immediately set to work 
to pray for what she wanted, consiidering her prayer 
already granted. Another way in which they consult the 
oracle is by shaking a hollow piece of bamboo, like a 
match-holder, until one of the little slips of wood with 
which it is filled, and upon each of which a number is
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written, falls out. Tins they take to a priest, seated ilear 
the door of the temple, with a box before him, full of 
narrow strips of paper neatly rolled up and numbered 
to -^(^r^irespond with the slips of wood. He gives one of 
these in exchange for the slip, and the oracular sentence 
or sentences written upon it are regarded by the possessor 
as the answer sent by the god or saint to whom they have 
just been praying;, and as such infallible. If all contained 
sentences of the same stamp as one which a woman, 
seemingly much delighted, was carrying away, and which 
Mr^. ------ asked his interpreter to read to us, it is not
surprising that they should so regard tliem. This one 
co:ntained four or five t^iuii^s^ms, such as ‘ Be good, and the 
gods will favour • you / ‘ Live at peace wi^h your neigh
bours, and no one will harm you,’ ' &c. . •

On leaving this temple we went to see a ‘ Cat-and-dog 
Cafe / where poor litt^le puppy-dogs, cats, rats, and frogs, 
were hung up and arranged in rows similar to a poulterer’s 
shop in England. But most poulterers would, I 'think, 
be astonished if they could he suddenly transported from 
their own clean, well-arranged shop to a cat-and-dog shop 
in Canton ; where they not only sell the meat, but also cook 
it. There are rows of litt^le saucers, wi-th a clumsy china
spoon in each, always ready for th^ose who nvish to stop 
and dine, and also large earthen jars or pans, co^rtaining a 
kind of stew, prepared for immediate consumption. On 
one of these we remarked a large red label, with something 
written on it. This on translation proved to be the 
following announcement, ‘ Good Black Cat always rea(^;y! ’ 
Black cat is supposed to be much better than any otliesi- 
The higher classes of Chinamen do not openly admi^ the
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eating of dog, which they look upon as a species of canni
balism ; but there are very few, we were told, who would 
not do it sub rosd, if oppoiTbunity offered. In these 
shops are also generally to be seen large baskets of what 
look like balls of reddish or bluish clay. These are eggs, 
which have been wrapped in clay and buried for moid^lrs; 
after which they are exhumed, and regarded as great 
delicacies for the t'O^ble.

We t^hen went to see a gambling-house. The practice 
, of gambling is in China carried to a fearful exitein; far 
worse, it is said, than in any of the most notorious ^bourses 
in Europe. The Chinese are so t^h^oroughly reckless of 
life, that they play on until they are completely ruined, 
and then frequently walk out of the house and commi-t 
suicide!* The game appea^'ed to be a kind of * odd and 
even a large heap of ‘ cash ' t is put on the table, and a 

- saucer t^ui^ned over it, to prevent the gamblers, who are 
very quick at judging the numbers by the eye, from

* I f^incy no other people in the world hold life as cheap ns the 
Chinese. For a few dollars a man condemned to die can always pur
chase a substitute. A friend told us that his ‘ compradore ' (head
servant) had given him notice of wishing to leave his service, without 
assigning any reason for so doing. Being a valuable servant, our friend 
pressed him for the reason. At last he confessed that his son was con
demned to die, and as the latter was a young man, with many depen
dent upon him, and apparently with a long life before him, and as he 
himself was an old man, who would, in the course of nature, have but 
few more years to live, he had determined to act as his son’s substitute 
and die for himr.

t Round copper coin, of which 1000 or 1100 go to a dollar-, having 
a hole in the middle by which to string them. It is no uncommon thing 
to sec men in the streets with thousands of these cash strung on grass, 
which they are taking about in wheel-barrows.
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seeing the pile. ' A' square block of wood is placed near'. 
The gamblers lay their stakes on either side of t^his 
block,, accoirding as they wish to bet, on ‘odd ' or ‘ even.’ 
As far as I could make out, a man laid down a number 
of cash, either odd or even, on one side of the block, 
simply as his wit^ness, the man taking his bet doing the 
same on the opposi^te side. The actual stakes were only 
named, not paid up, till the result was shown. When 
all the stakes were laid, the man who answers to a 
‘croi^ipi^i^]'’ hooked away the cash with a four-pronged 
fork, until only a few were left; at which time the ex
citement among the gamblers was int^ense, while they 
grew more and more reckless, pulling handfuls of dollars 
out of their pockets, and, after losing repeatedly, con
tinued staking higher and higher, till they had no 
money left. In an inner room rich men were gambling^. 
No copper stakes were allowed here ; indeed very litt^le - 
money appeared at all, the sums being so large that they 
could not be carried on the person, so were written on 
thickets and laid on • the ta^ble, .until made over to the 
winner^.

Fi-om this place we went into a couple of opium sa
loons—large rooms, wi-th divans all round, upon which is 
laid matting, with a bamboo pillow, of harcl and un

inviting aspect, and a small spirit-lamp 
at regular inter^va^ls. Upon these divans 
Chinamen, in every stage of int^oxication, 

were lying; some sleeping so soundly, that’it appeared 
as if nothing could rouse them ; others only so far stupe
fied as to appear entirely unconscious of what was going 
on ai-ound, but with an expression of the most perfect
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cointent on their count^enOir^ces^. In the second of these 
saloons, which seemed the resort of.'a wea.^^'thier class of 
persons, notices were pasted up-.on all the walls, warning 
people t^o beware of robbers, and not t^o bring money or 
valuables on their person when coniing t^o smoke hei'e^. 
The opium looks like thick glue, or half-melted trolly, and 
is smoked in pipes with very small bowls.

There can be no doubt that this opium-smocking is a 
vice, and that it is a very sad tubing to see young, strong,' 
manly-looking Chinamen, quite incapacii^tated by the use 
of such a powerful drug : but the int^oxication thus pro
duced certainly seems far less objectionable, in every way, 
than that caused by spirits. You never see, or hear, a 
Chinaman while intoxicated from opirun; he I'emains 
quietly in the saloon or in his own house, until the fi-t is 
ov«ei’: and t^hough t^^ie unnerving of t^he system, and the 
gradual emacii^ation and deteriorat^i^on, mental and physical, 
coin^(^cq^n^nt upon this habits, are mucli to be deplored, still 
I cannot think that they are woi-se t^han those wbicll re
sult from drinking, and they certai^ily are not so annoying 
to other persons.

We then visited a rope-walk, where ropes were being 
made 'out of rattan and bamboo, as well as hemp. The 
two former kinds are much used, and are wonderfully 
strong and lasting^.

The beggars in the streets of Canton, and, indeed, in 
all Chinese towns, are very numerous and annoying, and 
many of them are terribly loathsome objects. The blind 
go about in strings, each holding by the shoulder of his 
predecessor, t^he string being led by a ‘ one-eyed king.’ An 
allowance is made them by goveirnm^iii;; but as this is
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not suff^c^ii^nt to keep l^h^em alive, they are allowed t^o per
ambulate t^h^e city all day long, begging, and in these 
narrow streets their propinqui-ty is anythi^ig but desir
able. Lepers are numerous in China, and are only al
lowed rope-selling as a tra^de. Numbers of those not ac
tually suffering from the disease, but subject t^o it, stand 
at the corner of eveiiy street in Canton, with coils of rope 
and hanks of cord for sale. It is strange that this should 
be t^he sole occupation allowed to lepers all over the worlds. 
I have read in some book discussing the derivation and 
origin of names, that t^he term ‘lizard,’ still applied to 
that part of old towns in which a rope-walk is situated, 
is supposed to be a corruption of ‘lazare,’ the lepers' 
quartier. Moreover; some persons are of opinion, from the 
fact of rope-walks having been found in the neighbour
hood, that both the Lizard Poij^'t* in Cornwall, and 
Ldzardieux, a village in Britt^any, take their names from 
a similar cause.

The Chinese have numerous charitable institut^i^ons 
and asylums, many of which are very well managed. 
Among the former is the Beggars' Dying-.ground ; a 
miserable place through which we had to pass on our way 
to one of the temp)l^es. Here wretched beggars crawl 
when in a • moribund statue, as they then receive decent 
burial at the public expense.

There is in Canton an outcast race, whose office it is 
to perform all the rites and ceremonies connected with 
the burial of the dead. This class is quite distinct from

* I may mention, that many persons derive ‘ lizard ' from two British 
words, lis, lofty, and ard^, proj<^(^<^i(^n; while others maintain that the Point 
takes its name from its resemblance to a lizard.
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all otheirs; no one has any inteicourse with persons be
longing to it^, except when, owing .-to a death, their services 
are rendered necessary. A Chinaman of any other class 
is polluted by touching a dead body, and equally so by 
touching one of these outcasts.

We now turned to a pleasanter scene, viz., a ‘tea
house,’ which answers to a public-house in England (would 
that such could be established inhere in lieu of the latter !). 
Nothing corvid be better than the way in which everything 

^was arranged in this establishment. On the groun^d-^floor 
were the baker’s and confecitioner’s kit^ch^e^ns, t^^re ovens, 
and the flour-mills. The latter were simply twm large 
stones, the upper’ one of which was t^urned by a mule. 
In these departments the greatest order and regularity 
prevailed. Each kind of cake or sweetmeat was made 
by itself, and neatly packed upon large wooden t^ray^sj, 
to be car^ried upstair's. The ovens are large iron boxes, ' 
filled with fire, and slung with a pulley. When the 
baker has made the requisite quantity of cakes or bis
cuits, he draws the oven over the place where they are, 
holds it t^here until they are baked, and then swings it 
back into its former position. Upstairs are the public 
rooms, which are very large, and filled with small tables, 
on each of which stands a tray containing saucers of 
biscuits, cakes, and sweetmeats, &c. On coming in the 
visitor seats himself at a table, upon which a litt^le red 
tea-pot and china cup are immediately placed. Before 
he leaves, the waiter comes up to the table, sees what has 
been eaten, and calls out to a clerk who sits at the door, 
"vith his table and money-box beside him, ‘ This man owes 
so much ’’ the man paying it as he goes out. In the

o
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uppermost room, though it could not he cleaner nor more 
orderly than those below, there was an attempt at greater 
refij^n^im^nt; the tea-pots, cups, chairs, and tables, were 
more ornamented, and altogether appeared intended for 
guests of a higher rank.

It is curious to see how utterly impossible it is for 
a Chinaman to do the simplest sum in mental arit^limet^i^c. 
They invariably use the ‘ schwanpan,’ as they call the 
wooden frame, with wires stret^ched between the sides and 
balls run upon the wires, resembling the abacus of the an
cient Greeks, Romans, and Arabians. By the help of t^his 
t^hey work the most diff^i^ul^ and intricate calcul^itions; 
but without it they are perfectly helpless, and cannot 
even tell that t^wo and two make foui'.

We went afterwards to see some of the numerous 
tiodles and manufactures which are eai’^^ied on hei’e. First, 
the grinding and sifting of flour, and the calendering of 
linen. Neither of which processes would be easy to de
scribe wi-thout the aid of drawings or models.

As we were going t^h^r^ough one of the streets a nat^ive 
oculist, a very celebrated man,-came out of his house, 
and, greeting Mr. ------ very affectionately, begged that
we would go and pay him a visit. After partaking of the 
usual refreshment of tea and cakes, he allowed two of his 
elderly wives to come downstairs and see us, the younger 
ladies being only permi-tted to peep at us from the gallery 
above, their charms being considered dangerous. The 
extraordinary amount of paint and rouge used by the 
Chinese women efTei^itually destroys any beauty they might 
otherwise possess. They rouge not only over the whole 
cheek, but also under the eyebr^bws, which has a peculi-

- t
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arly ugly appearance. T^ie old ladies were very curious, 
and closely in.spected all my garmeni^ts; aftei’ which t^hey 
sent for an ugly baby, fat and white, of which they all 
seemed immensely fond, t^hough its mother was one of 
t^he young wives upstair’s.

We went over two or three of the enormous houses 
owned by some of the weal'thiest merchants in the city. 
As it was t^he season for the worship, of t^he dead, most of 
the merchants t^^e^mselves, and sevei'al members of their 
families, were absent, and this circumstance enabled us t^o 
see the interior of their dwellings more t^hoj^oughly. The 
furniture of some of the houses is very handsome, inclu
ding fine bronzes, china, and ‘ landscape-stone,’ a kind of 
moss agate, which is often let into the backs of chairs, 
and which is sometimes curiously perfect as a pictures. 
There was one really like a Sir Edwin Landseer—the 
subject, a stag’s head, appeaj’ing over the crag of a moun
tain, with mooin^i^j^-ht streaming softly down upon it, and 
a lake beyond. It was almost impossible t^o believe it 
to be the natural blending .of white, and very dark green, 
stone. Some of the stone and wood carving was also very 
fine, particularly certain screens exquisitely carved in 
wood, which the children present to thei^ parents on 
the anniversary of either their fiftieth or sixty-fifth year. 
The silver and golden wedding-days appeared to be almost 
as much observed by the Chinese as by the Germans. 
On these festivals the children present their parents with 
magnif^ic^int'ly-embroidered banners, which are hung up 
in the ‘Ancestral HaU’—a large room, so appropriated, 
in the house of every wealthy man. In this apart
ment, besides these tokens of filial affection, are' kept
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boards, on' which are paint^ed, in gold on a scarlet 
ground, the names and tittles of the families with which 
the family has intermarried. When a woman marries, 
all the boards from her father’s ancestral hall are carried 
in procession before he:r; and, of course, the longer 
the string of boards the greater the distinction of the 
family.

In all these large houses there are not only seats of 
honour, but rooms for. the reception of diffeir^nt ranks of 
guests, each room having its place of honour. It is, of 
course, in the highest room that the Emperor’s chair is 
found.

The reverence for ancestors, and . for age generally, is 
very remark^a^b)l^e. We witnessed a curious example of 
the latter^. Two women, one very old and the other 
middle-aged, were standing in the midst of a crowd of 
people on the steps leading to one of the temples. The 
old woman was in a very wrathful and excited state, 
scolding and abusing the younger one in anything but 
measured terms, shaking her by the arm, and expressing 
vehement indignat^ion in every tone and gesture. To 
this volley of abuse the younger woman returned no reply. 
She stood there, looking grrave, not to say cross, but per
fectly quiet, and without making the slightest retort or 
rejoinder to her infuriated enemy. Mr. ’s int^erpreter 
demanded the reason of the clamour, and found that 
‘ the younger woman had kidnapped the wife of the ' 
elder woman’s son!’ It was explained, that in all pro
bability the son and his wife did not agree, and this 
woman, knowing some one whom she and the wife- con
sidered would make a better' diusband for the latter,
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had aided and abetted her in becoming quiit of number 
one. *

We then went to see the Temple of the Five Hundred 
Genii, who are supposed to be the f^^'st disciples of Con
fucius. The effigies of these persons are carved in wood, 
washed over wi-th gilding or bronze, and considerably larger 
than life, th^oug^l^. hardly to be called colossal. The difference 
in expression, character, apd general caste of countenance, 
given to each of these figiu'es, displays marvellous skill 

/ on the part of the carvers. There was a pot of sand, 
wi-th joss-sticks, burning before almost all the figures. 
Persons wishing t^o show great devotion, sometimes go 
round to every one, placing a joss-stick before each.

Proceeding on our way to the Temple of Longevity, 
we passed a house whose inmates were mourning for a 
woman of the family. When a death takes place in a 
house, a paper, notifying the same, is pasted on the out
side of the door ; on the left side if the deceased were a 
man, on the right if a woman. We entered the house,* 
and found the room hung round with banners, bearing 
inscriptions or condolences, which are sent to the 
by friends ; and on a table in the middle of the 
room the monumental tablet, with incense burning 
before it. This tablet is woi’shipped by the de
scendants of the deceased. Acco:rdi:ng to one sect

■* It seems strange, perhaps, to talk thus calmly of walking into a 
house in which mourning is going on, with no motive hut curiosity ; hut 
it is ‘ the custom of the country.' There are many strange things in 
China, and not the least strange among them is the manner in which " 
people walk into other people’s houses, neither ‘ with your leave nor by 
your leave,’ on the occasion of anything unusual taking place there— 
whether it bo a festival, a death, or only a visit from ‘ strange people.’

house
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among the Chinese, everybody is possessed of tlu'ee souls. 
After death one soul remains with the body, another goes 
into t^he monumental tablet, and the third, if he were a 
very good man, into Elysium, or if not remarkably good, 
presides over woods or watei'3,.like the Dryads and Naiads 
of ancient myt^h^ology.

In the Temple of I-ongevity all the priests were sitting 
at dinner ; tables were arranged in rows the length of a 
large hall. Their food was rice and. vegetables. A more 
unpr^e^p^ossessing, unint^elligent-l^ooking set of men it would 
be difG^<^ullt to find. Behind, the temple is a sort of grott^o, 
made o’f roekwork, with bridges and arbour's. Here, too, 
we saw some doors and windows of a very peculiar and 
fanciful constructi^on. A plaster bas-relief on the wall 
represented the Branch of some tree, as if spreading 
downwards over the wall ; one leaf, however, instead of 
being solid and raised from the surface, was pierced 
through the wall, forming a window. The fruit was only 

traced in outline, and. left 
open to form a door. This 
sketch is, one of a pear
branch ; but there were 
m.any others made in the 
same way, melons, gourds, 
and lotuses, the latter ex

tremely graceful and pretty..
After visiting a nunnery in the neig'hbourhood, which 

was by no means a mod'el, the abbess, nuns, and children 
looking dirty and melancholy, we went to the Temple of 
Disconscdate Women, which, of all things we saw in 
Canton, was the mos^ redolent of superst^it^i^on. It is
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so crammed with charms and spells, that there is hardly 
room to move in it, while little figures cut in paper are 
nailed all over the walls and the altar ; some of these 
are suspended by paper chains, otliers nailed with their 
heads downwcU'ds, and maki^ig hideous gi^i^maices, as though 
undergoing some fearful tort^uie^. These have all been
placed here by women, who think that some one has been 
maligning t^hem, or wishing them harm, and represent 
the torment, or ill, which they, in reveng’e, and. by this 

, means, hope t^o secure foi' them enemy ! In t^his part of
China it is not considered the right thing for a woman to 
marry twice (though many do so) ; but sometimes it 
happens that a widow falls in love, in which case she 
has a mask made of her face, which she deposits in 
the shrine of this temple, hoping that by this means her. 
image may be brought before the object of her choice in 
his dreams, and that on awaking he will seek her out 
for his wi^B! It is easy to imagine, that in a country 
where a man is allowed the possession of as many wives 
as he can support, there must be numbers of ‘ discoins<^]a1:t3’ 
and revengeful women, who would habitually frequent 
this temple from motives of jealousy and hatred, in addi
tion to those who only come to pray for partic.ular favours 
and benefits. One poor woman, when we. f^^’st went in, 

* was ‘ chin-chinning ' the joss _ most vigorously, and con
tinued so doing all the tune we wei'e going round the 
temple. As we passed by again, she had just t^bmwn the 
bamboo roots into the air, and they had fallen affi^'ma- 
t^ively. On this she rose from her knees, looking much 
delighted, and taking some of the ashes which had fallen 
from the joss-stick burning before the altar, departed,
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with the fullest belief, that he for whom she had been 
praying would, on drinking those ashes mixed with his 
t^ea^, immediately recover. .

On leaving this temple we returned to the manufac
tories ; and fii'st, to see the preparation of wood for lac
quering^, A layer of disintegrated granite, similar to 
that used in- the construction of walls, and made into 
a paste with oil, is.laid upon the panel. When dry it 
presents a smooth, firm sui’face, upon which successive 
coatings of lacquer are afterwards laid. The lacquer looks 
like very thick trea^cle, or pitch. We then visited a china 
manufactory^. The mos-t interesting process here was the 
painting^. Each man had a picture, or pattern, before 

- him, and a tray of brushes, and colours ready mixed. 
Holding the plate or cup in one hand, he laid on the re
quisite amount of colour with the greatest precision and 
rapidity, apparently never making a false stroke, nor 
t^ouching his work trvice.

Close by was an establishment for cutting ja^de-st^one. 
It is very arduous work : the stone is extremely ha^ixl, 
and tbe^miplements used by the cutters are of the. rudest 
de.scrip,ti^on. In one of the rooms several little boys were 
hard at work : they were appreni^i^c^es, bound for three 
years,, during which rime they receive nothing but food 
from their masters. The working of the tr^eadle that * 
turns the wheel on which the rough piece of jade is fixed, 
while being ground down with sand and water, seemed 
almost too fatiguing for such young boys. Some of the 
adepts in the art were engaged in elaborate and intricate 
carving, which appeared to make but slow progress under 
their hands. The proverb, ‘God is with the patierit,'
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quoted from the Koran so provokingly by the Arabs, 
to excuse themselves for procrastirnxtion and unmitigated 
laziness, ought to be famil^:ar ’t^o Chinamen, t^hough not 
for a similar reason. The industry and patience of this 
race are wonderful^.

The Clri^rese loom for weaving silk is exactly like that 
used in olden, days by English weavers, and found even 
now in cottages in the north of Ireland. The Chinaman 
weaver whom we visited was making a rich silk, damasked 
'.with gold like ‘ kinkob,' for mandarins’ dresses ; and at 
the same place they were making very heavy, thi^ct^, 
corded silk ribbons, exactly like markers for church books. 
These are ladies’ stockings, or what answer to stockings 
among Chinese ladies. They bind them round their 
wi'thered, shrunken litt^le legs, on high-days and holidays, 
letting the fringes at the ends hang down. Everything 
of silk is sold by weii^^lit: the scales are beautifully deli
cate and exacts.

From t^hiis place we proceeded to a glass-blowing 
house, belonging to a looking-glass manufaa^tt^i^r^.- J “Unfor- 
tu^iately, t^he blowing operation was the only «)roc(e3s 
goi^ig on; and this was not very dil^^irent from the same 
process in other counti’i^es, except that, while the man was 
coh^l^c^itiing a lump of glass from the furnace on the end of 
his blowpipe, and while he was blowing it out by means 
of a pair of bellows att^aiched to the blowpipe, another 
man stood by, fanning him the whole time. The glass 
was blow'n into an enormous bubble, and while still soft, 
but no longer red-hot, was cut into squares, and passed 
under heavy rollers to f^;atten it. The glass was not very 
clear, nor of a good coll^ou-; but tins was deemed no dis

‘ Q -

    
 



226 CHINA.

advantage for looking-glass. Close by they were making 
. windows of oyster-shells, which are much used/ The shell 

is spli^'t off in very thin flakes, which are then cut int^o 
small squares and arranged between light bars of wood, 
like ■ slates on a roof.

We went thence to see the manufacture of ornaments 
of kingfishers’ feathers, which are extremely pretty, and 
much worn on fete-days by women of the lower orders, 
who cannot afford expensive jewels, or ornaments of 
jade and coral. They look like the mos't beautiful light 
and dark blue enamel. From the precision displayed in 
cutting the feathers, it is a more curious process even 
than the painting on china. The feather is stripped un
broken . from each side of the pen, and laid on a board 
beside the workman, who has also a small saucer of very 
strong glue, and t^wo or three sharp knives of diffeire'nt 
forms. The framework of the ornament is of some thin 
bi^a^ssy-looking metal, with a slight tracing of the outline 
of the pattern raised in the same meta^l. Most of the 
pat'ternis we saw were of birds, fish, insects, dragons, 
crabs, lobsters, and such-like ; or else flowers, with sta
mens made of seed-pearls or very small bits of coral. The 
man t^ook one look at the ’ framework, and then, without 
the slightest hesitat^i^on, cut off the -piece^of feather, of the 
exact size and ■ shape requir^ed^. He fixed it in its place, 

- by taking it up with a brush dipped in glue, and rever
sing it on to the framework.

After this we saw gold thread being made, which is a 
simple enough pr^ocess, only cons^s^-ting in spinning to
gether very thin strips of gold tinsel and gold-coloured 
silk cord, with a machine like a distaff
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We then went to see the carving of tliose concentric 
ivory balls, which are looked upon as such marvels, hut 
which, like many other extraordinary t^h^ir^gjs,- seem very 
simple when you see how t^hey are done. A solid 
ivory ball is ruled i^ito qua.rters, and in the centre of 
each quai'ter a circle is drawn, the size of the holes as 
they are to appear on the outside of the ball when com
pleted. The ball is t^hen fixed into a soclket and put upon 
a tuming'-lat^h^e. Each circle is then pierced till within a 
certain distance of the centre of the ball, when a ‘ bent 
chisel ' (as wood-carvers call it) is i^itiodu^ced, which cuts 
away all round the spots where the boring' ceas(^s^: thus 
leaving, when the same process has been gone thmugh at 
the termination of every bore, the innermost ball detached 
from the solid _ block. The same process is repeated t^w’o 
or three t^imes, by which means more balls ai-e made ; or, 
rather, a series of shells is formed round the innermost 
ball. The bent chisels are shorter in the shaft, and longer 
in the bend of the blade as each successive ball requir^ejs^. 
After this, the outside quarter^ing. is subdivided, and more 
(but, of course, considerably shorter) bores are made. The 
same process is repeated througlh^ut; the outermost ball 
remaining firmly fixed# in. the socket, and being the last 
woorked upon. Some children were practising upon wooden 
t^a^il^s^. The exact markings in the fi.rst instance appeared 
the greatest difficulty.

We now visif^ed.: some gardens belonging to the Temple 
°f Longevity, but which are let to a gardener^. In these 
^ere numer^ous trained, plants and tr-ees; in qruaiirt and 
Vra'ious foi^j^fs; such as lions, dogs, dragons, dolphins, 
S^irjpents, pagodas, or baskets^. Some of the animals had
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painted wooden eyes, which aided us considerably in re- 
cogmsing their species, and added much to thei^- fierceness 
of aspect. In this garden were also many large tanks for 
breeding gold and silver fish.- The former were very 
beautiful, quite different from those commonly seen in 
England : the colour i^ burnished gold, glistening and 
gleaming like metal at every movements. Their tails are 
double, and. t^he motion of them such as one fancies must 
have suggested, to an intelligent and mechanical mind, 
t^he firs^t idea of a propelling screw.

This was th^e. end of our day’s sight-seeing, and by the 
time we had reached the Yamun, we considered that 
we had well earned our dinner and night’s rest, t^hough 
I believe our zealous and indefatigable cicerone was 
quite ready, and wdling, to have gone on as long again, 
had not the dread of being locked in (his house being 
outside the walls) compelled him to stop.

The people in the city are now very civil, and t^hough 
we were everywhere followed by crowds to see the 
‘ strange woman,’ they were perfectly quiet and ord,erly. 
A few years ago European gentlemen were unable to 
walk alone and unarmed thr^ough the street^s.

I have not described the external appearance of Chinese 
temples. It is rather difG^^iu^l; to do so,»:for most of them 
are in crowded streets, where it is not easy to obtain a 
general view. They are built of wood, usually . painted 
dark vermilion. At the entrance of Bhudhist temples 
are generally placed colossal figures or pictures of four 
great beings, possessing different atti’i^but^es, who are sup
posed to be the wardours of the place. The Confuciafl 
temples have by rights .no .images in them, the monu-
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mental tablet being t^he idol of worship among t^he dis
ciples of Confucius, and before which they burn incense 
and pray\ In all other temples the idols aa'e multi- 
t^ud^inious, not only of Bhudha himself in his three atti- 
t^udes, contemplat^ion, exhortat^i^on, and repose, but of 
many other deiiti<^!3; such as t^he god o;f War, the god of 
Agriculture, the Queen of Heaven, and numberless others. 
These it is impossible to describe, unless one possessed 
a much greater knowledge than I have of the compli
cated religions, and sects of those religions, among the 
Chinese. There is the same adorning with flowers, burn
ing of candles, and incense, and offei'ing of fruits, in l^hese 
tem.ples as in Bhudhist temples elsewhere ; and I may add, 
the same dust, dliiginess, and closeness of at^mosphei'e.

The next day I was up very early to finish a sketch 
from our verandah, and to watch the Tartar guard, at
tached to the Consulate, going through drill, which 
takes place every morning in Mr*. R.’s grounds. The 
‘barbarian wo:mjun’ was evidently an object of great 
cui’iosi’ty t^o both o'f^iicers a^id- men. The way in which 
they continually t^mnied round to stare, must, I should 
say, have i^iterfered co:ns:^iderably with the steadiness, of 
their drill. They are a fine body of men, but not very 
sol<^liei'like, though they go thr^ough their evol'utions with 
exactness, and to English words of command. Many of 
them wear a fox’s brush, sticking out at the back of their 
round, uniform-caps, which has rather a ludicrous effect.

After breakfast we went through the city, and across 
the river to a part called Honam, where, we spent much 
time and money in an ivory-shop. Here Mr.-----  met
us, and took us to the Honam Temple, which is a fine
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pile of buildings, better attended t^o, and cleaner than any 
others we saw. Ext^ensive gardens and grounds surround 
it, and there are many beautiful old t^r^ees in the cornrt in 
which it stands^. In the gardens were numerous speci
mens of t^r^e^es, dwarfed and t^r’a^ined into all manner of 
quai;nt forms and devices. .

In one spot t^here is a small, open space, where the 
priests’ bodies are burnt, and a huge granite mausoleum, 
wherein, once a-year, the ashes are deposited. There is 
a convent att^a^ched to t^his temp^le; and, as the bodies of 
t^he nuns are also burnt^, there is a division in t^he inside 
of t^he mausoleum, the priests’ ashes being placed on one 
side, the nuns’ on the othei'i Burning of the bodies is not 
a sine qud non, as t^hose who prefer it are allowed to be 
hurried, on expressing their wishes before death.

There is a very large printing establishmei^-t connected 
with t^his t^emp^l^e. Everything is printed from blocl^ss; 
there are no moveable t^ypes, and yet the collection of 
books is enormous^. We bought among others some curi
ous mass-books. One was-illustrated, showing the exact 
position of the priest’s hands, and in some cases an alter
ation of att^it^^ude, at different pai'ts of t^he servi^<^^; t^his 
was a mass t^o be performed over a dying person. The 
priests printed me off a spell or charm of some sort, and 
gave as ‘ cumshaw * a sheet of paper about the size of a

* Making piu-chases in China is always a work of time, the dhinese 

being as g^’eat lovers of bargaining as all other Eastern nations, and in 
the same, way, always at first asking about three times the price which 
they intend to take for any article. When, however, the bargain has at 
length been struck, they ‘ throw in ' some trifle, which they caU ‘ cum- 
shaw,' or present.

■ \
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page of the Timses, on which various prayers and pretty 
pictures were blended wi-th a total disregard of perspicuity. 
At the bottom of the page, was t^i'aced a large boat, in 
which the prayers and pretty pict^ures were supposed to 
be contained. Had I been a Chinese, I should have 
taken this down to the river, prayed for all I desired, 
and then, setting fire to the paper, floated it down the 
stream, and considered that all my woes and t^r^ou^bles 
were on board the burning vessel, and were being con
sumed in like manner, while thus borne in effigy away 
from me.

We then went to see the abode of a very rich Cliinese 
gentleman, a particular friend of Mr.----- . It could not
be called a house, for it more nearly resembled a village, 
Vuth several families living together in patl’ial’chal style ; 
sons, and sons' wives, and children, and dependants. The 
gentleman and several members of his family were away 
wonshijpping their ancestors, but some of the ladies were , 
at home; and Mr.------made incuuriees tvlutUIer I uig^^lit
be allowed to visit them; he and my father were, of 
course, not to be admitted. Accordingly, a little old
woman, apparently one of the servants, toddled into the 
room on her stumpy little feet, and leading me by the 
hand, conducted me to another room in which several 
ladies were assembled. They then sent for the inter
preter, who was wi-th us, to come and communicate our 
respective ideas. As soon as they had had one' good 
stare, they began to examine me minutely, my dress, the 
few ornaments I had on, my watch, a small pair of opera
glasses, and everything else ab^^it me, asking innumer
able questions all the time, which, as the interpreter only.

    
 



232 CHINA.

spoke ‘ pigeon-English,' was for me nearly as of
comprehension as Chinese. ‘ They makee talkee, if you 
eatchee one piecee husband?’ I replied in the negat^ive, 
upon which they inquired how old I was, and expressed 
great astonishment that any one should have arrived at 
the mature age of four-and-twenty without being provided 
with that desirable appendage. While this discussion 
was going on, one woman came forward, took off my 
gloves, and, seeing 1 had • no rings on, explained to the 
others, that if they had looked at my hands they might 
have seen I had ' not catchee one piecee husband,’ which 
caused her t^o be looked upon as a marvel of wisdom, and 
to be referred to on all after occasions. Having taken off 
my gloves they went into raptures over my hands, com
paring them with their own, which were, without excep- 
t^ion, very brown, hard, and bony. ‘IDach lady , (and by t^his 
t^ime they had become a multitud^e) coming in turn, 
puttying one of my hands beside her own, and then laugh
ing merrily, and making some remark, which the inter
preter translated, ‘ she talkee—nu^nber one, very beautiful 
hands.’ My hair was the next objecT of attent^i^on, which 
excited great admirat^ion, being much lighter in colour 
t^han thei^ own, free from the gum which renders theirs 
as stiff as cardboard, and all growing on my own head. I 
fear my feet did *iot receive their commend^atioT, though 
t^hey were too polite to make any disparaging remarks, or 
the interpreter to repeat t^h^em. Only, as a kind of silent 
censure, a pair of boots belonging to the lady, who I was 
told was the favourite wife, were almost immediately 
after brought in, to show me their idea of wha^t feet 
sho'uld be. These boots were the length of the t^wo fi:rst
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joints of my forefinger, beautifully embroidered in gold, 
on rose-coloured satin, and -Wi-li very t^liick soles, covered 
with white kid. We had been drinking tea and eating fruits 
and cakes all this time; the old ladies cramming* me with 
the latter, for which I have no great affection, t^ill I was 
in despair’, but was afraid of hurting then feelings by re
fusing. I wished to see some of the very handsome 
chesses which Chinese ladies wear on high-days and holi
days, so t^old the interpreter to ask if they would show 
me some of their ‘ number one,* very fine dresses,’ which 
{hey appeared only too delighted at the thoughts of doing. 
Several of them went at once to fetch some, and most 
magnificent they were,— silk and satin, beautifully em
broidered in different colours, mixed with gold and silver. 
They then ' insisted upon dressing me in one of these 
gorgeous robes, shrieking with delight like children, when 
they saw the effect of putting this dazzli^ig garment^, 
which was certainly never intended for any one exceeding 
four foot and a half in height, over my plain, black and 
white check di’ess, which appeared below it in startling • 
contrast. It was cfffii^iul; to get away from these merry, 
good-i^i^itured people, who, I suppose, found great amuse
ment in such a visits. The lady, whose dress I had
been wearing, presented me on- parting with t^wo little 
embroidered bags, in which every Chinese lady carries 
the keys of her own particular box or chest. Several

* In pigeon-English, everything of the best is called ‘ Number One.’ 
‘ My talkee, no makee foolo; my number one very good pigeon savez 
means, as it was said to us by a servant who was sent to buy some 
things, with a caution not to make a mistake, ‘ I won’t make any mis
take : I understand my business per:fe(^1^1iy! ’

    
 



234 CHINA.

of the others loaded me with cakes and oranges, and all 
begged I would come again the next day, giving it as 
their opinion that I was ‘number one, very fine lady. 
Nearly all of them were much painted and rouged, none 
of them particularly pretty I thought, but wi-th pleasant, 
gentle manners, and very merry withal.

I found the gent^l^e^m^en^. being entertained at tea by 
some of the sons of the house. Fine, intelligent, gen
tlemanly-looking men, who had come jn since our arri^val^, 
so more t^ea and cakes had to be consumed before we were 
free to continue our examination of the building^.

The ances^l^ral hall here was a very fine room ; but 
the banners from this, as well as the hangings from other 
parts of the house, and cloth, and fur cloaks and rugs, 
were all being spread out in the sun on the pavement of 
one of the court-yards. The servants evidently taking 
the oppoirtunity of the master’s absence to dismantle the 
rooms, and have a ‘ regular turn-oult,’ as housemaids 
call it^.

We then went to some enclosures, in which animals 
live in the blissful certainty of never being eaten. They 
are called ‘ freed beasits,’ and are the birds, beasts, or fishes 
which have been purchased and set free, as votive offei’ings 
t^o the god in whose temple-grounds they are t^urned -loose. 
They are tended by the priests belonging to £lie temple, 
who regard them as sacred.

After this we went in a boat some distance up the 
river to see the house and gardens of a celeb:rated Chinese 
merclh^juit—Mr. Potinqua—one of the weal-thiest of that 
class. The house resembled Chinese houses in general, 
with a number of small rooms f^-tting into each other like a
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Chinese puzzle, with very handsome furnituxe and chi^ia 
in some of the rooms, but the same uninhabitable look 
which we remarked in every other large house. The garden 
can only be so called by courtesy, for it is in fact nothing 
but a raised, narrow causeway, running in and out, and 
winding round and about, an art^i^ficial lake. It exactly 
resembles the bridge on the china plat^es, except that it 
has a roof, supported on red, lacquered-wood pillars, with 
black, lacquered raftei^s. There are bridges, and draw
bridges, and grott^oes, and bowers, and pagodas, and every 
kind of ornamental gardening that one can imagine. At 
that portion which forms the boundary to the garden, the 
outer side of the colonnade is walled in, and here are 
stone t^ea-tables at short interva^ls, and innumerable little 
square bamboo stools arranged along the wall. The walls 
themselves are covered with moral sayings, and sentences 
from sage authiors, with which the friends of the family 
are supposed to improve their minds when they come to 
a tea-part^jr.

We went to the top of one of the pagodas, three 
storeys high, whence the view of the river and distant 
town was very pretty, and the bird’s-eye view of the 
garden and its colonnade extremely quaint and strange 
to English eyes.

We were rather late in arriving at the gates of the 
city on our return, and found crowds of people hurrying 
out who had been in the ci'ty all day, but were anxious 
to be outside the walls before the gates should be closed 
for the nights.

We spent the greater part of the next day in curiosi^y- 
hunt^ing^- For those residing in the country, whose names

    
 



23 6 CHINA.

soon become known to brokers and shopmen, or who can 
‘ pick up ' good bronzes, or rare bits of china, by deg^-^ees, 
when by chance brought into the markets, this ‘ curiosi-ty- 
hunting’ is a far more cheap and satisfactory process 
than it is for t^i^a^velleiss. Shopmen are as well aware 
as the ti'a^veller himself, that it is the only chance the 
latter has of securing that upon which he has set his 
affections.

After our shopping Mr. ------ took us to vistt some
other places of interests, and amongst these the Temple of 
Confucius, in which, corntrary to his creed, is an enormous 
image of himself. There are also images and the monu
mental t^ablets of his five wisest disciples, enclosed in 
glass cases, round the chamber’.

We then went to the Five Genii Temple. The five 
genii are the five Chinese elements, viz., earth, fire, 

-metal,* water, wood. They are said to have ridden into 
the city on rams, come to the markets-^p^^a^ce, where they 
proclaimed a promise of wealth and plenty, and then dis
appeared. In the place where the rams vanished, five 
stones were left, which bore a supposed resemblance to 
rams’ heads. Each of these stones was originally placed, 
and should now stand, immediiately before each image in 
the temple ; but, during a fire which took place some time 
ago, they were separated, and have not yet been replaced 
in their proper positions. In the enclosure outside this 
temple, is a very fine, large bell. There was a superstit^ion 
that if this bell should ever be broken, it worild be a

* I was told elsewhere that gold was the element, not metal gene
rally, as I was informed on this occasion.
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warning of the downfall and destruct^i^on of the city. 
Strangely enough, a shell from one of t^he Fx'ench ships 
struck and broke a piece out of it just before the Occu
pation.

In the same enclosure is. the print of Bhudha’s foot^, 
co]?respondi^ig with that on Adam’s Peak in Ceylon ; but 
the impression here is in the rock itself, and not buil^t up 

, with plaster, and. is so perfect that one can even see it to 
be t^he print of the left foot. _

We then went into a Mahomedan mosque, which is 
principally frequented by Tarta^isj. On the outside it is 
similar to a Chinese temple. The inside is perfectly 
plain, excejpt the usual illuminated sentence from the 
Koran, over the kibla^li.'*''

Mi. ----- ’s i^dea wit^h l^e^gfa^l'd ^o t^l^e origin of ^l^e form
of t^he Chi^iese t^emples struck me as woi-thy of note^. 
They resemble tents as nearly as it is possible for things 
bui^it on the same model, but in a different material, to 
resemble each othej;; and he imagines, that when the 
Chinese fiirst settled down in Clxina proper, from Tartary 
and the northernmost countries of Asia, they, who had 
heret^ofore been an essentially nomadic race, had no other 

- model than a tent to work from in the erection of station
ary buildi^n^^s; and, though as time went on, they found 
other forms more convenient for dwelling-houses, yet 
that the tent form answered every purpose required in 
a temple, and has, thel’e^fol^e, remained the same, even to

* The ‘ kiblah ' in a mosque answers to our altar. It is that pai’t 
which looks towards Mce^ica; in the direction of which city, Mahomedans, 
in whatever part of the world they may find themselves, turn while 
praying.
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the present day. I also heard a t^i^eory, referring to the 
same remote period, the origin of the eruel system of 

.deforming the-feet of Chinese women. It is a practice 
for which, no satisfactory reason seems Tii^lierto to have 

. been 'assigned, although the custom has .ohitained as long 
as anything has been known of China 'and its inhabi- 

. tants. ..fhe t^h^eory was this,—women .'W'th t^hiese crip
pled, deformed feet could not belong to a tribe of nomads 
(Mongols and Tartars never adopt this pract^ice) ; and 
t^i^e^i^e^^^re, when a struggle might naturally have arisen 
'in the minds of the conquering race, between their 
inherent love of wandering and their desire to settle 
permanently in the country, t^his plan was adopted ; 
which, by renderi^ig it impossible for the female part of 
the eo^m:□^iulni^,l^o roam from place to plaice, however great 
their desire to do so might be, ensured at any rate, in 
some measure, a certain portion of the population settling 
down and making their homes in the country^. I don’t 
know how far those who have studied t^he subjecit may 
agree with this theory, but hitherto I had not heard even 
a probable suggestion made, in any way accounlting for 
this mos-t barbarous, senseless, and inhuman practice.

The following day we spent a good deal of valuable 
t^ime in holding a lev^e at ------’s house, where all th^e
shopmen from whom we had bought curiosities were as
sembled, to receive payment for their goods. Mr. ’s 
house was in itself a perfect museum, stored with all kinds 
of curiosities, which he had collected in the course of, a 
long residence in the country. Some of these were ex
ceedingly valuable, having been brought from places t^o 
which he and a friend had penetrated in the interior of,
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the c^^^ntry, far north, where they were obliged to adopt 
Chinese clothes and gait, and in fact, act Chinamen to _ 
the best of their abilities, as their days would have been 
soon numbered had it once /been discovered that tliey 
were foreigners., . • ' . ' ■ ~ ,

Our next visi^t was to t^he ‘Imperial Temple—a temple 
found in every walled city, however small its dimensions ;. 
where, bn the Emperor’s birthday, ah the mandarins and 
high of&cials appear in full dress, to worship t^he Imperial 
tablets. This ‘birthday parade’ is a secret test.of t^he 
loyalty of every mandarin thr^oughout the empire. If 
only one is absent, the cause is at once investigated by 
the authLorit^i^e^s, to whom notice of such grpss irreverence 
must immediately be given. Imperial dragons e. with 
five claws) are beautifully carved in stone, in very high 
relief, on that portion of the pavement which leads directly 
into the temple. This is to prevent the possibiL^'ty of any 
person showing such disrespect to the Imperial tablet as 
to walk directly in front of it. The colour of the t^i^les, 
and of the hangings hi this temple, is the Imperial yellow 
■—a very bright, almos't orange colour ; and the Imperial 
dragon, whether worked in the hangings, painted on the 
walls, or carved in the wood-work, shows his teeth ?^t 
every tur’n.

We then went to the temple of the God of War, whose 
image is enough to deter ■ any one from ever becoming the 
disciple of such a fierce and terrible being, or from de
siring to use the formidable implements of war ranged on 
either sid.e of this grim deity.

Leaving this temple, we went to the Hall of Examin
ation, where the master of arts’ degrees are conferred. It
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is a very large quadrang^le. The entrance-gate, and the 
quarters occupied by the examiners, form t^wo sides of 
the square. The other two sides consii^it of streets of 
solitary-confinement cells. At the end of each street is 
a portcullis-like gate, and each cell (which is, in fact, 
a cave,, having* but one opening), as soon as occupied, 
has a thick wooden barrier fastened securely across the 
entrance, forming, a desk for the student about to undergo 
his exami^ration. There is a wardour to every sti'Cie^^ 
and no one is admi-tted, under • any pretence whatso
ever, except those who give and receive the .examin
ation papers. Those candidates who arrive f^rst are 
placed at the further end of the street, so that none 
of those comi:ng in afterwards have the power of com
municating, either by sign or look, with, any of their 
predecessors : nor, indeed, do any of them know so much 
as who the oc<3upants of the cells on ei-ther side of their 
own are. There is accomimodation in the •cells for 7000 
persons, and the open courtya^id^, forming the centre of 
the quadrangle would hold many more. Each street is 
lettered, and the cells are all numbeir^d: in short, it is a 
t^own in miniatur^e^.

We then went a long way out of the city, passing one 
of the parade-grounds, a leper village, the burial-place of 
criminals, and various other cheerful places, till we arrived 
at the ‘ City of the Dead.' This is certainly one of the 
most curious tubings to be seen in China. It is a regularly 
built, walled, and fortified city, with a guard at the gates, 
and streets of houses, just as for a city of the living*. 
The only difference is, that here the houses are never more 
than one storey high, and that an oppressive and almost
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awful silence prevails everywhere, which could only belong 
to a city of the dead. Here are deposited the coffins of 
tho.se whose friends have not found the fortunate time 
and place for their interment, should they belong to 
Canton, or for removing them to their native plaice, should 
they belong t^o another part of the country.* Rent is paid 
for these houses by the week, month, or yeai?; or else they 
are puichased, not as a family vault, but as a temporary 
restiiig-place for the dead, until their interment. Before ' 
evei’y door hung a colomed Chinese lantern, waving back
wards and forwards in mournful cadence to the soughing 
of the wind, which seemed to haunt the silent streets, and 
to wail out its surpi'ise and grief on finding nought but 
soli^'tude and stil^lness. Each house consists of two rooms. 
On a table in the outer room is placed the monumental 
tablet, with lights and incense burning before h;; and 
very often fruits and tea. In the back room the coffin or 
cofSiis are placed, resting on tAvo thick blocks of stone ;

* I believe that in the latter case a coffin often remains in a strange 
place for good, as, by the time the foi’tunate moment arrives, any friends 
or’ relations a man may have had near him 'when away from his country 
may die, or remove, or be unable to a.fford the expense, if the deceased 
lived far off. But it would be a terrible thing for a Chinaman to die 
without the hope that, as soon as the lucky day should be known, his 
body would be taken to his birthpYlj^i^e; and equally so for his son’ to feel 
that he had left his father’s body for so long a time in a strange land, 
unless he had this superstition to give him authority for so doing : when, 
instead of being a piece of neglect, it becomes for him an act of piety.

- R
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though in some of the streets we saw houses containing 
several coffins, evidently belonging to poor people, for 
they were piled one above another, as if many families had 
united to rent a house. Some of the coffins belonging to 
the rich are very hand^some, being made of solid, thick 
wood, sometimes beautifully lacquered. The coffin, in the 
case of a mandarin, requires t^o be of a considerable size, 
for he is buried in his state robes of rich bi'ocaded silk or 
satin, and wi^h the usual appendages belonging to the 
full-dress of a mandarin. The ciisy is fortified, to guard 
against raids which might be made upon it to cai’ry off a 
body for the sake of the ransom. One can hardly imagine 
this to be more than a remote contingency, for, besides 
the superstiti^ous reverence wi^h which Chinamen regard 
the dead, even their ingenuity would find it a diffii^ult 
matter to remove one of t^h^ose very heavy, solid coffins, 
without creating a disturbance which must soon lead to 
beti’ay^a^l.

In strange coi^itrast to the streets we had been tra
versing for some t^ime, we went, before leaving the city, 
to one corner of it, , where there are refreshmeint gardens, 
with grott^os, arbours, and pagodas, for the accommodation 
of those who come to worship their ancestors.

On our way home we stopped to see the Asylum foi' 
Aged Men. Filial piety forms so striking an element in 
the Chinese character, that though there are asylums fof 
the aged of both sexes here, it is only tliose who have n0 
relat^i^ons, or whose relat^ions are really so poor as to he 
incapable of maintaining them, who seek admitt^cince. 
would otherwise appear strange, that in a coiu^itry whero 
benevolei^it institut^^ons are so wed supported, provision

I
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should only have been made in such an asylum for 500 
inmates. We saw several of the old men, who all looked 
comfoi’table and happy. In some of the rooms two or 
tlnee old friends, almost in their dotage, would be cower
ing over the fire, spinning long yams to one a^iother. In 
others, one or two had brought t^hteir dinners to Cook at 
the same hire; which operation they watched with, intense 
satisfaction as they sat round it. AU looked bright and 
smiling, and mumbled out some words of welcome as we 
passed by.

We entered the city past the yamuns of the Chinese 
coim^^j^i^dei'-jin-cliief and the Tartar genenaL The latter 
was from home, consisquently his flag was Hying. This 
is one of many instances in which the Chinese rule is 
exactly the reverse of ours. .

On our way back to Hong Kong we bad determined 
to stop at Macao, • and accoi'di^gly took our places in a 
small steamer, which speedily brought us within sight of 
the clean-looking, liti^le Poi'^tuguese settlement. The ap
pearance of the town from the water is strikingly and 
esi^^^i^ltia-lly un-Chinese. But for the junks and sampans 
{i.e. small pa.s.senger-boats), and their occi^ipants, and the 
brU^i^i^nt colour of the houses, which are painted pink and 
yellow, it would be easy to fancy oneself appioaching 
some small European water'i^ng-^p^^^eice, with its ‘ Esplanade ’ 
or ‘Marine Parade’ skirting the shore, and behind it 
the town wi-th numerous spires, and the ruins of an old 
cathedral.

The harbour is on the other side of the island, so that 
on arriving from Canton, a fleet of small boats is • all that 
is visible. Large vessels, steamers and junks, are how-
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ever crowded within the harbour, as may be seen on 
mounting the hill behind the town.

Having deposited our baggage at the hotel—a par
ticularly good one for these parts—we sent for chairs 
to take us to the house and grounds where Camoens' 
grotto is Io be found. The place belongs to a Port^ug^uese 
gentleman, and if better kept up might be made very 
pretty^. There are innumerable walks cut through a 
wilderness of shrubbery, with occasional openings for 
flower-beds. But the walks are paved with a kind of 
coarse chunam, or lime, and not being regularly swept, 
were covered with moss, and so slippery, that skating 
would have been more comfortable than walking over 
th^eim. We wandered about amongst the fine . ti^ees and 
shrubberies, and at last arrived at a summer-house, 
standing on a high rock, overloo^king the harboui?, town, 
adjacent islands, and mainland, and forming a beautiful 
ensemble in the soft, hazy, golden light of sunset. Still, 
we had not reached the grott^o, where we had been pro
mised t^o find ‘ a new bust ' of Camoens, so we set forward 
again, till we came to some rough, steep steps, and as
cending these found ourselves at the desired point. My 
father had some time before pointed out to me in a book 
of traa^vels, a print purporting to be taken from a sketch of 
Camoens’ grott^o, but the reality was very diffe:rent from 
what we had been led to expect. The grotto i’s only a 
brick-and-mo]rtar enclosure between t^wo roclki; there is 
no view from it of the sea, nor of anything else, except 
the t^ops of some straggling tr^ees growing in. the shrubbery 
below. There is Camoens’ bust certainly, and on the 
pedestal many quotations from his poems ; but after
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seeing the spot where he is supposed to have written, the 
greater part of ‘ The Lusii^d,’ it is no longer a matter 
of surprise that his biographers should censure this his 
greatest work for the want of truth in the descriptions 
both of scenery and character. Certainly external nature, 
as viewed from this cell, would offer so little inspirat^i^on, 
that he must have had to draw largely upon his own 
vivid fancy to supply the glowing descriptions of th^ose 
warlike, patriotic scenes, which are so much extolled and 
dwelt upon by his admirer's.

There is a neat little English church here, with a very 
crowded cemetery near it. Invalids are often sent from 
Hong Kong to Macao for change of air, and, to judge 
from the inscriptions on the tombst^ones, seldom retumr. 
The roads are excellent, almost equal to gravel walks. 
The present Governor is very active in keeping tlrem in 
good coiKbi-Km; and, as there are only tw'o vehicles in the 
place, and but few horses, there is litt^le reason for their 
being out of repair. The number of priests, acolytes, 

' and chorister-boys, walking about in their long coats, 
gave the place quite an European a.pppearance.

There is the ruin of'an old Portuguese cathedral on 
the brow of a hill behind the town, which looks picturesque 
from the sea, but is disappointing on a nearer inspccti^on. 
There are no fine modem churches nor a modern cathedral 
in the place.

We left at 8 a.m. next morning, and, arriving at Hong 
Kong about noon, found the Governor and Lady M. on 
the point of setting out for Macao. They had, however, 
kindly made every arrangement for our comfoi't during 
then' absence ; and as Inhere was the chance of getting to
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Shanghai in some merchant-steamer, before the next P. 
and' .0. boat should arrive, it was not .woirth while for 

■ us t^o return wi-th tiiem.
_ About a week after, we- learned thait’a steamer be
longing to Messrs. Jardine’s house was going to Shanghiai; 
so we app]i^(3d.- for passages, and were much delighted at 
disco-ve^^ing ' that she was-t^o. stop at Formosa on her way 
—a place which we had been very anxious to visit, but 
to which the P. and O. steamers never go, and other 
steamers very rarely. ‘

We left Hong Kong on the -afternoon of the 2Gth of 
April. It was a lovely night, and the efTec-t of the phos- 
phar<^^<3(^r^t-lijgh-t in t^he water was more beautiful than 
gan be imagined. It did not appear in sparkles and 
flashes, as- usual, .but in a clear - emerald flame, edging 
every wav^e’ and ripple as the steamer ploughed her way 
through the calm sui’face of’ the water^. If t^he Arabs are 
accustomed,' in their seas, to behold phosphoric light in 
this form, no wonder they acco-^urt for it as described by 
Mr. Palgrave in his work on Arabia^.

Unluckily the calm weather, which at this season we 
had every reason to expect, did not last. It grew rougher 
and rougher, t^ill, by the evening* of the 28th, the seas 
were breaking over us from stem to stem. Never, how
ever, was there a steadier boat than the We
hardly felt a shake, or knew she had shipped a sea, until 
a torrent of water came rushing aft, bringing with it hen
coops, barrels, sheep, and any other loose art^ides which 
came in its way. f

On the 29th, about noon, we anchored off Tam-sui 
(Angli^ce, Sweet Water), the so^^-tliern: port (if port it can
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be called) of Formosa. There were numerous speculations 
as.we neared the shore, whether it would be possible to 
land here, or whether we should have to go on some 
thi^'ty on fo^'ty miles t^o Tai-wan, which was' not wheire. 
they wished to discharge tli(5. cargo, but where landing is 
not so dangerous as _at.Tam-suL Here the mouth of the 
liver is full of shoals and rocks,^ and if t^he wind is at all 
‘ on shore ' the breakers are very high, and C'c^iss^ing the 
bar^-line becomes extremely dangerous^. We were rejoiced, 
t^h^ere^fore, t^o find but little wind, and that ‘ off shore,/ and 
the sea perfectly calm. Some native boats soon made 
their appearance—great, clumsy-lookiug' things, worked 
wiith a rude kincL ,of paddle, with which, the boatmen 
sometimes punt, and sometimes row. In oney of t^^iese 
we i^ook our places, and made our way between ugly
looking rocks, with a very strong current funning past 
th^e^m, until we were in the river, and eventually reached 
a place where we could land, and walk thr^ough paddy
fields for some distance f^o the small Chinese town. The 
latter is very prettily siituated at a bend of the river', with 
fine hills in .the background, and marks of cultivation on 
every side, and large t^r'ees, from amongst which peep the 
quaint, trnaied-up ends' of the roofs of temples and Chinese 
houses. It must be a dreary life for the half-dozen 
Europeans who live heire; for though the ulterior of the 
island is beaut^iful, and rich in objects of natural his
tory, it is not safe do venture far inland, for the natives 
are said -t^o be savage and cannibals. They are described 
as being'^a very fine race, the women fair and perfectly 
beaut^iful.

The hills, close under which we were at anchor, looked
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lovely in the moconlif^lh;—the outline, fine, sharp, and 
clear, and the barrenness not apparent^. The cultivation 
here is principally on the level ground, and there is not 
suffi(^i^<^i^it natural wood or vegetation to make a per
ceptible show of green on the hill-sides.

■ The folloAV^^ng day, finding that we should be detained 
here several hours, we set off to visi^ some sulphur- 
springs which we were extremely desirous of seeing, and 
which was about seven miles inland, up the river.

The wind was rising and blowing off shore, which 
kept us back a good deal, and our Malay crew were 
certainly not the strongest oars in the woidd; but they, 
at length, brought us up to the litt^le creek, where we 
were to land. The row up the river was very inviting, 
and made us long to explore further inland, especially 
as Mr. Jai^dine ’s agent, who had penetrated some fifteen 
miles beyond, described the scenery there as termly 
magnificent. We passed one large Chinese settlement, 
with very neat-looking houses. Probably, more inti
mate acquaintance with the streets and lanes would 
have proved them to be as dirty as the generality of 
Chinese towi^ss; but, seen from a distance, they had 
certainly borrowed the enchantment^ of cleanliness and 
order, for the refreshment of eyes that love such to 
behold. *

On our way we saw numerous flocks of ducks being 
herded. The herdsmen live in small boats, and drive -the 
ducks from place to place during the day, sending tliem 
home in the evening in the manner so charmingly de
scribed in one of Harris Christian Andersen’s Tales. It 
was too early in the day to witness this scene, but we
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were told that it is most amusing to see the hustle among 
the ducks, as they all scuttle off as fast as wings and legs 
combined will carry them, quacking with all their might, 
and tumbling over and over in th^e^m frantic endeav^orms 
not to he the lasl^.

On reaching our landing^-^p^l^a^ce, we had t^o wai^t some 
t^ime for the boat bringing up the chans, and were soon 
sunounded by a crowd of Chinese. Being t^he f^rst t^une 
they had ever seen a foreign woman, both my dress and 
myself were objects of great curiosity. It was singular 
how quickly news of our arrival spread.. All the way up 
to the springs, about thr'ee miles, whenever we passed 
any houses all the women came toddling out, peei'ing into, 
my chair, laughing, and making remarks to each other 
and. evidently thinking me a vara avis.

Our road lay through paddy-tields as long as we re
mained on the flat ground, but we soon began to rise, 
and then other grain, and acres and acres of pine-apples, 
took the place of the rice-fields. It was very pretty all 
the way, and by the time we had risen to nearly the level 
of the springs, which are at some height above the sea, 
the view looking back to the river was lovel;y—a culti
vated plain of emerald green, surrounded by fine hills, 
with the winding river glancing and gleaming at their 
base.

We had to cross one or t^wo str'eams, of which the 
water was quite hot, and very disagreeable to the taste, 
but perfectly clear, and people say very wholesome. 
Within some few hundred yards of the springs the coolies 
could no longer carry the chairs over the .sco.ria-like heaps 
which surround the sulphury-mines, so we had to walk,
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much to the detriment of our boots, as the refuse, besides 
being rough and sharp, was so intensely hot, as to suggest 
to us the ordeal by fire.

The Chinese govemmenit have forbidden the present 
working of these mines, so that nothing was going on in 

. the way of coUeciting the mineral The furnaces still 
remain, where stood the iron pots, in which the crystals 
were separated from the clay, and the ground surrounding 
them is composed of lava-like scoiria—the refuse from the 
furnaces.

The springs are all close together at the head of the 
valley, through which our road had lain. Hills rise high 

.%tll round, entirely closing the valley, exce^^it on the side 
by which we had arri^ved. The combii^nation of sun,'sul- 
phur, steam, and refracted heat, was someibhing t^enific, 
and required all the interest one felt in seeing the springs 
to render it beai^a^ble.

In some of the springs the water was bubbling up 
quietly, surrounded with very small crystals, of the mos^t 
brilliant yellow and gold colour. In others the boiling 
was quick and continuous, and the spring resembled a 
caldron of seething mud, which would send back the 
stones or lumps of ’ mud we thnw in, to the height of 
three or four feet in the air. Ot^e^is,,- again, were like 
basins lined wi-th beautiful coloiured crystals ; a puff of 
white steam, which now and then issued from a tiny hole 
in the basin, alone denoting the presence of the spring 
below. We were very glad to have seen these springs ; 
they are well worthy of a visit, though oppoiT^unities of 
reaching them are of rare occurrence.

We had left our provisions halfway up the valley,

    
 



EFFECTS OF A SULPHUR BATH. 251

under the shel^ter of a large ti’ee. Here we stopped on 
our way hack, and lunched, much to the edif^i^iition of a 
crowd-of C^iinese, who stood round staring, and occa
sionally satisfying their curiosity by picking up and 
eating, or rather tasting (for it was passed round as far 
as it would go), some bone or scrap of the barbarians' 
fo(^d!

My father^, instead of lunching, had gone down to a 
deep pool in one of the streams and taken a bath, from 
which he returned with his rings, pencil-case, and the 
silver he had in his pocket, turned perfectly black by the 
sulphur, and his face almost C^]oj)er colour.

The wind had risen considerably since the morning, 
and by the time we reached Tam-sui had so much in
creased, that the captain thought it advisable to take one 
of the large China boats to convey us to the steamer, and 
to tow the small ones, as they might have some diff^(^ul"ty 
in crossing the bar.

As soon as we were off, and while the screaming, 
shouting, and scolding, which appear to be the necessary 
accoi^mp^ani^^nent of any movement on the part of Chinese 
boatmen, was still going’ on, one of the party proceeded 
to give a graphic description of the capsizing of one of 
these large Chinese boats, which he had witnessed in the 
morning, while going up the river. Of course ■ this did 
not tend to reassure us, as the wind was now considerably 
higher. However, hoping that such would not be our 
fate, we devoted our whole att^ention to clinging firmly 
to the very uncomfoi'table chests, which were our only 
seiait!; for, though a chair was put on board at Tam-sui,
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it was useless to think of . sitting upon it. Before we 
had gone far, our old boatman discovered sonietlring to 
be amiss, and ran us on shore ; when half a dozen of 
the crew jumped out, taking with them a couple of 
buckets, and a sack, which they filled with sand t^wice 
or t^h^i^i^ce, and emptied into the bottom of the boat. 
Fr^om this we inferred that ballast was the want to be 
supplied in this original fashion.

After a repetil^ion of the screaming and sco^^ding scene 
at startling, on accoiuot of the diffLi^^trl^y in getting the 
boat off the sand, we once more set out. The springing 
of our mast soon after, and the un^comfortable position 
which the boat assumed in consequence, rendered our 
voyage far from agreeable. Still we hoped to‘reach the 
steamer, and get safely on hourl; but, overshooting our 
mark, the wind blew us under the paddle-wheel, breaking 
off' a splinter here and bar there from the floats, and 
alarming us lest our already shaky mast should be knocked 
down by one of the boats of the steamer’. The boatmen, 
meanwhile, vainly endeavoured wi-th their teeth to un
fasten the knots of the clumsy apparatus by which the 
sails are hois-ted and lowa^r^c^d: but it had become so en- 
ta^ngled, that it seemed a hopeless task. The captain 
being unable to make the boatmen understand anything 
he said, at last took the matter into his own hands, and 
cut the cord, bringing the heavy mat-sail rattling down 
upon us, and enabling us, t^hough wi-th some diffic-ulty, 
for a heavy sea was running, to get on board, without 
further damage either to steamer or boat^.

We left almost immediately, with 't^lie wind dead
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against, us ; but it abated in a few hours, and we bad fair 
weather for the next t^wo days, arriving about noon on the 
second day at the mouth of the Shangliai river. About 
two hours afterwards we took in a pilot, who brought us 
up the river, where we lay-to till • daylight, casting anchor 
in Shanghai Harbour at 7.30 next morning.
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CHAPTER XIV.

SHANGHAI.

We landed at Shanghai in a dull, drizzling rain that did 
not improve the appeai’ance of the place which is un
usually —-not a hill, nor even a mound, to be seen in 
any di^rect^i^on. There is the long bund, with fine houses 
belonging to the merchants upon it, and a forest of masts 
stret^ching as far as the eye can see.

On landing, we went to the hotel recommended by 
our late captain, but were soon sought out by some 
friends, who kindly carried us off to their house, which 
became our head-quarters during our stay in the country.

There is very litt^le of interest or amusement at 
Shanghai. The climate during winter is said to be plea
sant, but at this time of the year (May, June, and July) 
it' was much the revei'se. A damp, depressing heat pre
vailed at all t^imes, when not raining, producing great 
enervation and d.rowsiness. There are roads here; but 
after rain t^hey become almost impassable from the clayey 
nature of the soil. The land is much cultivated, and 
yields in some parts as many as three crops in a year^. 
The co-untry round presents the appearance of one vast
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graveyard. Everywhere, wherever the eye rests, Inhere is 
nothing to be seen but mounds, stones, sheds, and stone 
monuments, marking graves. All along the roadside a,re 
coffins, put down, apparently, without the sl^g'htest thought 
or care, until a favourable day can be found for removing 
them to a diffei^ent part of the co^mtry, or for burying

We went one day to see a Jesuit College at Siccaway, 
about six miles out of the town. The priests who come 
here are obliged to adopt Chinese costume, habits, and 
customs, and' to take a vow of expatriat^i^on. In the 
church belonging to the College, the pictures of sainte 
and Madonnas were all by Chinese artistes. It had rather 
a novel effect to see, as one of the alta^i^-^pi^^ces, a conven
tional guardian angel watching over a juvenile Chinese 
mandarin, with a long pigtail and high-soled boots. In 
the school-room the Chinese boys were learning their 
lessons, and, as is the case in all their schools, at the top 
of their voices, rocking themselves backwards and forwards 
incessantly all the while. We also went into the School 
of Design, where some very good copies had been made by 
the Chinese from models and plaster casts. A Chinaman • 
was in the studi^o, and showed us various Madonna’s heads 
which he had been copying, and also the picture he was 
then at work upon,—Murillo’s ‘Assumption !’

We returned from Siccaway by a French military 
road, the only good road in the place.

In t^his part of the coi^mtry wheelbanows are the 
common vehicle. The wheel, which is very large, is in the 
middle, with a seat on ei-ther side, dos-d-dos, like a dimi
nutive Irish-car ; thus the greater part of the weight is
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thr^own on the wheel, ■ not on the wheeler. On first seeing 
these, the effect strikes one as very ludicroms; part^icularly 
if only one person is to be carried, as . he is often ba
lanced on the other side by some^thing very incongruous, 
e^^bher t^wo or three large stones, a sack of potat^oes, or 
even a.p^ig^.

The native i^own here is quite as dirty and unpleasant 
as Canton, but far smaller, and with nothing in it of par
ticular' interests. The tea-garden, which before the .town 
was taken by the rebels was ornamented with large ti’ees, 
rockeries, pagodas, quaint bridges, and small tea-houses, 
is now in an untidy and dilapidated condition.. There 
were one or t^w^o.. curiosiity shops, tvhere we picked up 
sorne good china, and a few good pieces of enamel.

The J Hong ' life at Shanghai, as led by- the. mer
chants, ’a large majoriity of the foreign pop^ulation, ap
peared to us most objectionable. They build -enormous 
houses, in which nearly all belonging . to t^ie house dwell. 
If there are two or three married men among tliem, their 
wives each have their own sit^t^ing^-^:room, but all take their 
meals'and spend the evenings together. The result seems 
to be, that half the people living in the same house will 
often not speak teethe other half. And of all th5 places 
I know, where scandal and gossip are rife, Shanghai 
seemed' the very worsts. ' I believe it is much the same

»
Hong Kong, but there we had fewer opp,orfunities 

of jud^g^ing. V
Though Shanghai is so uninteresting in il^self, yet 

there are some charming places within a few days’ journey; 
and, thanks to the kindness of an,A^mc^ri^can merchant 
here, we made t^wo delightful excursions. One into the
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coi^^ntry beyond Ningpo, the other, up the Yang-tse-Kiaug 
to Ha^nk^ow^. Mi'. H. was dining with us one evening', 
and, fiiiding that our f^’iends and ourselves were medi-tating 
a visi't to Ha^nk^ow, suggested that we 'should go fi^'st to 
Ningpo, where he had business, thence up-coi^unt'ry t^o see 
some 'temples weh woi'th visiting^, and on our return ac- 
comjpany him, in one of his large steamers, to Han^k^^w^, 
and thus ensure stopping at any place of interest on the 
way up, which is not praicticable in the ordinary weekly 
boats. This pr-oposition was so inviting that we did not 
require much deliberation before accej^i^ing it. Accord
ingly on the '11th May, about 5 p.m., we set off for 
Ningpo. . '

We were roused from our slumbers, at about four: 
o’clock next morning, to see the entrance to the Ningpo 
River ' and Chinhai—a foi’t near the entm^nce, where, in 
1842, during our fiirst war wi-th China, a great battle 
was fo^ight ‘under Lord Gough ; Lord Clyde, l^hen C.olonel 
'Campbell, being second in command.

At first the morning was raw and windy, but it im-
■ proved as the sun rose, and we were able to enjoy the 

scenery. Soft grey hills of rugged outline rose in the 
■ distance, with richly cultivated plains, spreading down to

. the river’s shores, broken now and then by rocks or pro
montories jutting out into the water. On one of t^hese 
there was a. mos^ picturesque monastery, which, but fonV 
.the form of the corners, might have been an old castle on 
the Rhine. As we neared the city, we passed many
housesjon the river banks, each, apparently, possessing its 
own ice-house, which looked like a gigantic haystack. In 
the possession of these, people living at Ningpo are much

s
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in advance of their brethren at Shanghai, where ice is not 
stored at all.

We anchored at 7.30, breakfasted, and proceeded to 
t^he house of one of the merchants, which was close by, 
who sent for chain’s to take us over the city.

Of all • the Chinese cities we had seen, Ningpo was the 
least disagreeable, and its street.s both wider and cleaner 
than any othei’. The Temple of the Queen of Heaven is 
very beautiful, and the stone carving wondei^ffU : dragons 
and floral patterns being carved not only in very high 
relief, but raised like life, and standing out clear from the 
stem of the pillaj?. The lacquer-work had lately been 
cleaned and renewed, the gilding and paint were fresh 
and bright, and producing altogether’ an effect much 
richer and more brilliant than we had seen in any other 
temple. The embroidery of the altar-cloths and hangings 
was also very handsome.

In one of several other temples that we visited, 
remarked some very beautiful wood-carving. Here 
had our fortunes wri^tten out for us, by one of the 
priests who sit at the doors to give charms, spells,
We had th^ese translated afterwards. This was my fa
ther’s :—‘ The gods will favour you. Food and clothing 
in abundance ; an accmm^rlation of pleasures, and extreme 
happiness. All are t^o be your lot in life.’ This was 
mine :—‘Be straight-forward in your actions, open-hearted, 
and in mixing with your fellow-(^ir^;dtures be kind and 
cheei^lfd: wealth and hapipimss;! will then immedhrtely 
follow.’ This was Mr. H.’s:—‘One glance (at the cha
racter^) declares your fate to be a\ happy one ; another 
glance, that festive tunes are approaching. Perfect freedom

we 
we 
old 
&c.
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of action, reason, splendour, and leisure, shall
all fall to your lot.' The reference t^o the ‘ clua^^icitt^i'' is 
this : Wliat we received from the old pi’iest was only a 
litt^le slip of paper, wi-th one or t^wo Chinese cha^'aeters 
written upon it in red. These were the key to the ora
cular sentences (as t^r^a^nslated above), written by another 
priest on having the red characters presented to him. 
-The promises made to my father and Mr. H. were of a 
much less ambiguous nature than they usually ar-e^’: in 
general, t^hey are of the same character as those made 
to me.

After this we went to the top of the celebrated Six
storied Pagoda, which was formerly held in great estima
tion by the Chinese, but is now in a very ruinous statue, 
and not very pleasant to ascend. The bird's-eye view, 
however, of the ci-ty and surrounding country amply 
repays the t^r^ouble and fatigue. There is much more re
gularity and order displayed in the laying out of this 
city than one would imagine while passing t^hi'ough the 
str’eets.

The manufacture of sweetmeats is mos-t extensively 
carried on here. We went to one of the large wholesale 
establishments, and were ushered into a room behind the 
shop, where we seated ourselves round a liable, and on 
being presented with chopsticks indulged largely in all 
kinds of delicious preserves, the fli^avour of which, when 
eaten fresh out of the huge jars in which they are kept, 
is incomparably finer than when exported in small jars to 
India or Englancl.

Our awkward attempts at using implements so fa
miliar to them seemed to cause vast amusement to tlui*
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owner of the shop, the servants, and others, who stood 
round ready to attend upon us, or who sat in the room 
smoking their pipes, and making remarks upon our futile 
attempts at using chopsticks with ease or grace.

There does not seem to be any other specii^lity be
longing to Ningpo, excej)ting the manufacture of fur
niture inlaid with ivory, mothei;-of-peai’l, and dark-coloured 
woods. We went into one or two shops, but found nothing 
else* either curious or prett^y^.

After luncheon, we crossed the river to the place 
where our boats were assembled, on one of the canals^. 
These boats • are most luxuui^ous, and well adapted for tra
velling in such a country as China^. We had f^-^e; viz. 

a dining and sitt^g - 
boat, of which this is 
a rep:r(^^t^ntati(in,n- con
taining one large room, 
or cabin, and having 

t^he fore-^part outside the cabin decked over; so that, when 
cool enough, we could have chairs placed thei'e, and si^t in 
the open ah’: a cooking and servants’ bocd ; and t^hr^ee 
sleeping-boat^s. They are much the same as the Nile 
boats, but I have never seen any of the latter, with so 
much furnitul^e, and in all respects so much resembli^ig 
a room, as the ‘house-b<^£^t;’ Mrs. F. and I occupied. 
The cabin was quite a spacious apartment, containing 
t^wo beds, the same number of tables, a chest of di’awers, 
a couple of chaus, and our t^wo portmanteaux. Open
ing out of it was a smaller cabin, wiith a washitg-statd

* N. B. Those are our servants, not ourselves, on the top.
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and foldi-^ig-pi’e^s^s. The boats are paddled along sepa
rately, and if you wish to speak to a friend in another 
boat, your boatmen either wai't t^ill it comes up, or 
shout .for your friend’s boatmen to stop until you join 
them.

As long as daylight or t^wilight lasted the view was 
very lovely, wi^h the hills in the distance col(^ured by the 

.reflection of a magnificent sunsets. The land on either 
side of the canal was highly cultivated, and the diCfei’ent 
groups of persons working in the fields had a very pic
turesque appearance. Some were planting out paddy ;

whilst others, standing on a sort of harrow, dragged by a 
bullock through thick, mud, were preparing the ground 
for its reception. Others were irrigating the fields by 
means of a water^wheel, turned by a t^roadmill, worked by 
their feet, while their arms rested on a bar between two 
strong posts. This machine is extremely picturesque ; 
and the different groups, so busily and variously employed, 
added considerably to the life and animat^ion of the scene. 
On the tra.cking-pat^hs,' too, figures were perpetually
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passing and re-passings, every one of them a perfect study. 
Coolies, in their bioad-brim^ned, 
high-peaked hats, running along 
in a 8011; of trot, their usual pace 
when bearing loads, and with • the 
latter slung in picturesque bas
kets at either end of a long bam
boo, which they twirl from one 
slioulder t^o the other, without 
stopping t^heir tint, or the grunt 
by which it is accompanied. 
Fishermen with nets. Women
and children, the former gene

rally with a long stick to help them on their way y and 
now and then a richer person, carried in a chair, or riding 
on a pony. Occasionally the groups of people became 
mor§ numerous, on accornit^of our passing by some small 
village, wi^th its quaint tunied-up roofs, or under a bridge 
made of enormous blocks of stone, resting horizontally on 
equally large perpendicular • bloclks; and over all, a glo
rious glow was thrown from behind us by the setting 
sun. Had we seen nothing else, t^his would, have amply 
repaid , our journey from Shang’hai.

We continued our course t^hrough the night, which 
was cool, but not colli; the silence around only broken 
by the noise of the paddles, and the croaking of innumer
able frogs in the paddy-fields.

Towards morning we arrived.at Secou-bah, a village 
at the end of the canal, where we remained till daylli^^lit; 
when, after refreshing ourselves with tea and coffee, we 
set off to visit the temples at Tein-tung, about six miles

    
 



e

    
 



    
 



263THE TEMPLES OP TEIN-TUNG.

distant. There were chain’s for all the party, but most of 
us preferred walking in the cool, fresh morning aii*. 
Three of the chairs were
* mountain chairs,’ such as 
are used by the natives, 
and of most primitive con- 
st^i’t^ct;o;^n,.consisting merely 
-of a piece of board,' like the
seat of a swing, siting between two bamboo poles ; and a 
piece of bamboo slung in the same way, for t^^ie feet to 
rest on. ’

The co^^T^itry about here is beaut^iful, the hill-sides 
being covered with the most rich and varied foliage of 
pine, fir, bamboo, cliesitnut, juniper, and many other treses. 
The undergrowth was principally of azaleas, of various 
collon'r;; such as lilac, white, ajid a most lovely deep 
maize. There was one very handsome shruf^, of Avhich I 
do not know the nam.e, and cannot remember to have 
seen elsewhere. The stems shoot up straight and strong, 
as a hazel-rod ; while ,pikes of mauve-coloured blossoms, 
in form somewliat resembling a foxglove or a gloxinia, 
grew thickly round the stem, the leaves being soft and 
velvety like t^h'ose of an achimenes. The shrub was al-

■ M
ready between five and six feet in height, and did not 
appear yet to have attained its full growth. Some of the 
bamboos here were quite dififei’ent from those common to 
most Eastern hinds. They were growing, not in dumps, 
but in a forest, with single stems, and in foliage resem
bled the weeping birch. Many of the azaleas, which we 
were told had been a mass of bloom the week before, were 
a good deal beaten by the rain, which had fallen a day or
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two previi^i^isliy; but tliey- wex-e still lovely, and the pex’- 
fume 'of the large white ones ,, (^exquisite.

Our ^oad, like' all the high-roads in t^his pax't of the 
country, had a broad band in t^he” middle, paved with 
large flat stones, which prevents the necessiity for con
stant repair^. This is a desideratum here, where the 
t^i^ffic is very greats.

■ About midway to Teio-'tuhg we came to a pagoda, 
standing half-way up a hill, whence the road descends on 
either side. The view' from this point, looki^ig each way, 
was^lovelly; t^owards -Tein-'tung showing a good deal of 
tea. cultivation, in large fields on ei'ther side of the road. 
It was ‘pickii^ng’ t^ime, and women in ■ neat white caps 
were gathering the leaves from the low 'shruls^. They 
sat upon stools wi’th a single spiked leg, which they ran 
into the ground, and carried with t^i^em' from shrub to 
shrub. When their baskets were .filled they sent t^hem 
t^o the village, where their cointents'were spread out on 
mats, to dry in the sun. This sun-dried tea is far plea
santer, and more delicate in flavour, than any of the 
finest kiln-dried teas ; but it will not bear packing nor 
exporta^l^i^on^.

The whole width of the road over this hill was paved, 
which must have 'been a great undertaki^ng. It is done 
with small round pebbles, after the fashion of trottoirs 
at some sea-side places.

From this pagoda, till within a few hundred yards of 
the temples, the road was a raised, paved causeway, 
t^hr^ough paddy-fields. We then passed into an avenue in 
the midst of a wood of fine fir-trees\ with a clear stn^am. 
running thr^ough it, and falling at one place in a cascade
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int^o, a deep basi^i, surrounded' witli ferns and plani^s. 
Turni^ig a cornei', past a large t^iee, i^i t^he trunk of which 
were two litt^le shrines containing figiires Of Bhudha^, we 
came sud.denly upon the t^emples—a- large pile of building^', ' 
standing on the side of a' pond or tank, from which several 
flights of wide . stone steps led. up to 'the ent^l'a^ll^C5e. The 
t^emples stand amid splendid, old t^fejes, with hills rising 
close behind, covered with trees and shrubs, ui ev.ery 
variety of form and colour. Upon t^^rejs^e, the morning
sun was sliining brightly, and bringing out the ' brilliant 
hues of the blossoms, and the rich colornring of the. 
wood-work of the t^emples, with striking and admirable ‘ 
effects. ■ "

We sat in the shade of t^he large temple, or wa^r- 
dered about exploring, until the servants and baggage 
arrived., when we took up our quarters in the rooms 
assigned to us. They were at the top of a long fl^ight of 
steeps, in nearly t^he highest range of buildings, and the 
same which are appropriated to pilgrims on any great 
festival, when more than the usual amount of accommoda
tion is requisit^e. Our suite of apartments consisted of five 
rooms ; a large sitt^i^ng^-xoom in the middle, on either side 
of which were two smaller bed-rooms, opening one behind 
the other. From all these rooms we had a view of the 
curly corners appertaining to the roofs of buildings below'. 
There are two very large temples here, and many smaller 
ones, apparently answering to the chapels of saints, or 
shrines in Roman Catholic cornn^ir^^i^; and, besides these 
numerous buildings, the dwelling-houses of the priests 
and their attendants, who form quite a colony.

While waiting for our baggage, I tri^ed to make a
u
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sketch of some of the picturesque figures of the priests 
and others who were loitering abotU; but the dislike of 
the Chinese to having their portrait taken made this a 
dilf^c^ulit matt^ei’. They have a superstit^ious idea that it 
t^^i^i^ows a spell over them, and often, when inconvenienced 
by a crowd, it was quite sufhc^ii^nt to take out pencil and 
paper and pretend' to take a likeness of one amongst 
them, t^o disperse the whole assembly. There was one man 
here holding a curious wooden bowl close to his mouth, 
while, wi-th his chopsticks, he shovelled in the rice it con- 
trained, in a way that appeared as satisfactory to the per
former as it was amusing to the beholder^. I wanted to 
make a memorandum of the operation. But he had no 
idea of affoi?ding amusement to barbarians ; so, moving off 
to a littyle distance, he sat down again witli his back to
wards us, and went on with his rice as composedly as 
before. As he would mot allow me to see his face I made 
a portraiit of his pigtail, much to the amusement of some 
of the priests who were standing round. When they saw 
what it was they toold the man, upon which he took refuge 

. from liis ' persecutor, behind a friend who was standing
near, until his meal was finished. %

There was nothing remarkable in any of these te;mples 
to distinguish them from the generality of Bhudhist tem
ples in China. There were the same large images, with 
of^’erings on the altar in front of them, and the same 
coarse, gaudy colouring and grotesque sculptur-e. In the 
evening, as the priests did not object, we inside the 
large temple while their evening service was going on. 
About eighty priests were pres<3rd; and a more unpre
possessing and unint^ellect^ual^-looki^ig set of men I have
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rarely seen, or such low, cunning, animal-like count^enances. 
They were di’essed in loose, grey robes, with a kind of 
yellow surpli^ce over t^hem (i^i some i^istances it would 
have been hard to t^ell t^he original colour'). They stood 
in rows, on either side of the altar, and at right ang-l^tjg^- 
wi-th it, and had each of t^hiem a hassock before him. A 
precentor led the monotonous chants, and. beat a kind of 

/tom-tom, which was continued, throug^h^out:’ thie servi^ce. 
A t^l■iangle was also con^itantly str'uck, a hell rung at in
tervals, and a drum sometimes, though rarely, beat^en^. A 
young priest, with perhaps the most intelligent, but also 
the most hypocritical, countenance among the^m', was offi- 
ciati.ug. His hassock was j.ust inside the door, opposite 
the image, and Inhere was another', of which he occasiionally 
made use, fui-ther on, close to the alt^a^r'. His movements 
were apparently regulated, by the ringing of a bell ; they 
consi.sted ■ principally in pacing round the open square in 
front of the image, ‘kow-'towiing’ (i.e. kneeli^ig down, 
placing the back of the hands to the forehead, and then 
bending forward, till t^he fi^igers touched the floor), and 
occasionally kneeling and bowing on the hassock ’ in front 
of the altar'. When this had continued a long time, the 
priests all marched in procession round the inside of the 
temple, those on ei-ther side performing exactly the same 
manoeuvres, and meeting again at the door'. They went 
round the temple twa) or three times, keeping up a sort 
of drone while marching. At one point in the service 
t^here seemed t^o be a kind of libation or of^*ei'ing made 
to the god, the priest came up to the altar, and, after 
making some arrangements among the vessels placed 
ther'e, carried a small cup (probably of tea, which is a
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customary offering) outside the temple, and in a short 
time returned with it empty. W^ien we went out we 
saw a small pillar, standing by itself near the enti’gince, 
wi^h a few grains of rice and some liquid upon it, from 
which we inferred that this was the spot on which the 
daily offering was made. It may seem strange to those 

■ who have never been in China, that one does not by in
quiry learn more respecting the various customs and 
ceremonies peculiar to the country^. But, in the f^rst
place, the traLnslat^i^ons, as given by Chinese servants, be
come complete ^la^^n^s^m^oori^^icat^ions. Also, as Lord Elgin 
remarked in one of his despatches, written during the 
war, the Chinese are such a scrupulously ceremonious 
people, that they endeavour to answer any question put 
to’t^I^em exactly in accordance wi-th the preconceived idea 
of their querists. Consequently, unless the question is 
of a perfectly neutral tint, you must expect to receive an 
answer deeply tinged wi-th your own colouring. So that 
on such occasions as t^his, it would he useless to ask 
questions, for probably the answers would only tend t^o 
mislead. '

After the priests had marched twice round the temple 
in procession, there was more chanting and kow-towing, 
the drum was beaten violently, and two and two, in a 
very orderly manner, they went odt; the appearance of 
the cook, and the strong smell of garlic, leading us t^o 
suppose that dinner was to be their next occupation.

So much mechanical devotion was really a sad sight. 
The rites and ceremonies were performed wi-th the re
quisite decorum and solemnity, but' evidently only from 
habits. There was not one who appeared to think of or
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even understand what he was doing and- saying, and' this 
applied quite as much to the ofSi^ci^iting priest as to the 
other’s. ’ ,
. After the service, wiuch lasted nea^-ly an hour, we 
went down t^o t^he tank to see if the sacred fish were as 
greedy as they generally are in other parts of the Eass ; 
but they appear to be too well fed here, to take the 
.trouble of coming to the surface for bread or anything 
else thrown to them. On the othei-- side of the tank are 
some large jar’s, standing on high pedestals, in which are 
preserved the ashes of sacred papers burnt before t^he 
shrine. .

Very early the next morning, by a steep and rough, 
though not diff^(^'ult, path, we made our way to the sum
mit of the hill behind the t^emples. Fr’om the t^opmost 
poi^t there is a fine view over the whole country. The 
formation of hill and valley about here resembles that of 
the Western Ghats in Indira. The valleys and lower part 
of the hills are very extensively cultivated, principally 
with paddy, which had brought so much wa-teir over the 
land, that it was difif^i^ii^l) to trace the course of the 
Ningpo river, and the numerous canals which intersect 
the country^. The view extended beyond Ningpo, far 
away to the sea, and islands on the coast. The colouring 
was beauti^^f^^u; distance upon distance melting into soft 
mist, with wood-clad hills rising at our feet. We re
turned another way, by an extremely steep, rugged path, 
which, as we neared the t^emples, became a perfect scramble 
through a thick jung’le, where it was impossible to see the 
path, or any one on it, and it was only by calling to each 
other that we knew our respective positions. The last ~
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few hundred yards lay thiough a lovely wild garden, in 
which there were azaleas of all colours, and a single ‘ ash- 
leaif’ rose, wi-th a rough calyx and delicious scent, the pure 
white, starlike blossom of which formed a striking con
trast to the dark glossy leaves. Ferns and small plants 
also grex’t in great variety and beauty, while fine t^r^ees- 
rose overhead, covered with creeper’s, orchids, and para
sites.

In the afternoon we again visited some of the tempjles. 
One of them we found to contain a very fine bell, of 
enormous size, and hung from a beam by a bronze dragoon. 
There seemed to be a long history carved upon it in 
Chinese character, and the inside was adorned by a 
number of pig-tLuils. These were offered by priests, who, 
on taking orders, are obliged to shave -off that pride of a 
Chinaman’s he£^ir>! The bell is rung by swinging against 
it, with a good deal of force, a heavy block of wood, which 
is suspended near. The sound was very clear, and rich 
in tone.

In the afternoon of the next day we had to leave this 
very att^r^a^ct^ive plaice. It rained at intervals all the 
morning, but cleared by the t^ime we were tog^-tart, and 
brightened into a lovely evening. When we reached the 
pagoda, on the hill-side, the sun was just settling, and the 
view, looking towards Ningpo, was-like the most exquisite 
of Claude Lorraine’s pictures. The bright, soft, yellow 
light casting a glow over evein^uLthrni'; the distant hills, 
which seemed to float over the plain in a golden ha.ze; 
the sparkling water, winding like a silvery snake thr’ough 
the green vallc^;^^!; the graceful bamboos, and dark 
cedars, with their rugged stems lighted up like burnished
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copper in the foreground, formed a picture that is not 
easily to be forgotten.

We set oft' as soon as we reached our boats, and con
tinued our journey through the night, turning out of the 
canal by which we had come i^ito another, which brought 
us to the Tung Tloo (i.e. Tung Lake). This ca^ial 'was 
crossed at short intervals by stone bridges, similar to those 
described before, only these were narirower, and the noise 
of wood and. stone grating together, as the boat passed 

through, in unpleasant proximity to one’s head, was not 
favourable to sleep. By daybreak the next morning we 
had arrived at a village, and the first tailing I saw on 
looking out was one of our boats presenting much the 
appearance of a turtle turned on its back on dry land. 
It was being wound, by means of a capstan of the very 
rudest description, and bamboo ropes, to the top of a 
paved causeway, from which it gracefully slid down into 
the lalce on the other side.

It seems strang'e, that wii;h every natural advantage,
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a good flow of water always running from the lake over a 
comer of the wall close ' by, so ingenious a people as the 
Chinese, who generally adopt the most simple method of 
doing things, should still practise this primitive mode of 
raising boats from one level to anothei’. But they are 
an essentially tra.ditionary racp, and always maintain, that 
whatever means for aceomplii^liing an end has been handed 
down to th^em by their forefathers must be the best^. 
Probably, if locks • were made for th^em, they would still 
make use of their original slide, and declare it to be far 
preferabl^e. .

W^iile the rest of the party walked to the top of a 
hill overlooking the village I made a sketch of the lake, 
and a pretty little island in it, on which, as denoted by a 
pair of mandarin poles in front of his house, one of that 
brotherhood resided. We then made a tour of the lake, 
the scenery of which'^’esembled that of some of the Swiss 
lakes, wiflr picturesque little villages, embowered among 
trees, at the foot of fine hilills; and the houses by no 
means unlike the Swiss chdlets. In the foreground were 
numerous boats, with their rich brown sails and queer 
square-rig, passi^rg from place to place, with vegeta^bl^es, 
hay, &c., each of forming a picture by itself. There
were curious little patches 'of green dotted over the lake, 
about a yard square, and • the same distance apart, which 
seemed like floating islets fixed in their places by a long 
bamboo.. One of our boatmen explained, that these were 
plilt^ied •there by, the fishermen,when there is nh. ,other 
shelter, that the fish may ’ take' refuge under the shade 
they afford, and . thus become an eStssj prey. Tliey ap
peared to be formed of a water-grass, or duckLwe'edl.
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After fkoiting quietly along the lake for some time, 
we came close to a fleet of boats at anchor in a creek. 
The contrivance for ancho^g- here is extremely simple : 
a long bamboo pole is run t^hiough a hole in t^he stern, 
into the mud of the bank, which keeps the boat in its 
place, and certainly saves a vast amount of

When the after-noon was suffi(^i(^utly cool to allow of 
walking we landed, and my fatherland J- climbed to the 
top of a hill overlooking the.lake, ar^il'a wide extent of 
cultivated country, as beautiful as anythi^ig tl have ever 
seen comi^ng under the term. riant Fr^om t^his
point, too, we had a good view. of the curious, outwork 
of tr'ees planted in the water before most of the villages, 
which forms a sort of harbour fo$ the boat’s, and looks 
very pictun'esque. The • lulls were remarkable for that 
harmony of colc^i^irimg which is so -^itriking jn views of 
'distan^ce in t^his part of "the country^.

The lower pai-t of this hill was almost covered with 
graves and tom.bs, amoi^jg'wl^ich we .satfor some t^une, 
enjoying the cool air anth*. itDdp.

We returned to, our boa/t3‘ "^or dinn'et',* and then re
descended into the canal, by means of t^ie rude Wiidhass 
and paved causeway, and coi^-tinued i^^ro)ug^lf.-.tlie niglit, 
paddli^ig onwards towards Ning^£)o. We had. a repetition 
of the same process the next morning, when we entered 
the Ningpo river, where we anchored for a short time 
whilst waiting for the tide to cany us down to Ning^f^o. 
A strong current was irmni^ig, and the boat', in which Mr*. 
and Mrs. F. and I were, very nearly , met with an acci
dent in going under one of the bridges. A large boat, a 
short distance ahead of us, was being borne rapidly down

T
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the stream; but by some means, instead of shooting the 
arch, she struck against one of the piers, and t^umed across 
the opening, right in front of our bows. There was no 
•possibili'ty .of stopping with such a t^ide, and the next 
moment we crashed into her, with a violent concussion. 
But when the usual sho^iting and confusion had subsided, 
both boats were righted, and passed thr^ough the arch 
without any great damage having been done to either, 
and the' glass and china, having fortunately been packed 
up, also escaped. .

We left the same aftermoon, in a thick, raw, mizzling 
rain, 'which made ever;ything hazy outside the steamer, 
andL damp inside. We arrived at Shanghai about 8 A.M. 
the next morning, and. found the heat as great 'as ever. 
In i;he evening we again Seit forth for. our visit to Hankow 
and other places of interest 'on the Yang-tse-Kiang. We 
went on bpard the steamer after dinner, but did not leave ' 
till thr^ee the following morning^.

Bviver-tr^avelling,*in' such a steamer as the ‘ Kiang- 
Looi^f^,’ particularly wiith 'her owner on board, is most 
luxui^ou^s. The CibiiQs which Mrs. F. and I had were 
spacious, and the others far larger than the generality 
of cabins. The saloon was magnificent, and was divided 
in two*by a screen and sideboards, forming separate 
rooms, in either of which fifty people might have dined 
comfoo-tably.' But the great charm of this steamer was 
that the saloons were forward > by which means one saw 
everything, and had# all t^he fresh ' aha A still greater ad
vantage, to my fat^lie* and me, beyond travelling in such 
comfoo-t and luxury, was, Mr. ---- being with us, as he
stopped the steamer at every pldce we wished to see, and
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thus enabled us to have a view of places wlrich, we should 
have had no other means, nor oppoii^unity, of visil^ing^.

The morning after our departure we neared Chin 
Kiang, 150 miles up the river, where the hills became- 
higher than ih^ose we had hithert^o passed, and j^^any 
small islands dotted the rivei^. Among, t^he prettiest of 
these is Silver Island, where, previously to the war, there 
was a large establishmeirt of priests, attendant on a 
temple of great sanctil^y^. We landed here, and were; 
joined by Mr. K., the Customs ofE^ijer at Chin «Kiiing. 
The temple, before it suffered so much during the war*, 
must have been very fine. The marble carving is rich 
and abundant^, and the c^]^l^luling good. The situati^on, , 
too, among fine f^rejes, overhanging the water, is very pie- 
t^rnesque. The island is conicalr with -a small pagoda on 
the summit. The Chinese are not fond of climbing;^ and 
generally contrive to render, their ascents as easy as pos
sible, by means of paved paths and stone steps, with a 
convenif^int shrine here and ther^e, "offering a plausible 
excuse to t^hose who wish to rest^. .

Fr^om the pagoda at the top we had a fine view of the 
hills, with their strangely serrated outline ; a tort^uous 
river, with many small islands studding its hroad surface ; 
and. a vast, cultivated plain, dotted with towns, and here 
and there a pagoda, marking the site where a town had 
stood before the country was desolated, by war. It was 
very interesting to read Lord Elgin’s despatches while 
among the scenes he' described,"’and^ in the very places 
where some of them were written ; p^arti^cularly as Mr. F., 
who was one of the staff when Lord E. explored the river 
(nine years ago), was of our partly. It was just here (near
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Silver Island) that they were detained some 'days by t^heir 
vessel having run on a’mu^d^-bank:. ''

One of the larges-t towns visible from' this point is 
Yang Chow, about tw'elve.miles distant. It was . of this 
place that Marco Polo was in the t^hii-teenth cen
tury. The Taoutai seems ^t6 correspond in the town to 
our Mayor f but he is also .a- kind of lord lieutenant of 
the county, and has jiidicial authority in his dis^ti^ri^c; 
being,* in short, a very powerful and responsible official. 
It is a very diff^i^i^ilit matter to arrive at any clear ideas 
respecting Government ,and Goveimment servants in 
China, as they differ widely in diffe]?ent parts of the 
empire.

On leaving the island, Mr. K. took some of t^he 
party up the river, to Chin Kiang, in his boat, the others 
following in one from the steamer. The t^wo crews dis
played great jealousy, which eventually resulted in a 
most exciiting race. We had six oars in the Customs 
boat, but it carried five persons and a large dogg; the 
other had four oars, but only three persons. Both ci'ews 
pulled 'well, as Chinamen can pull when they choose ; but 
at length our men headed the others, and brought us up 
with a tl?i^umpbant sweep to the landing^-p^loice.

Here we saw for the first time the large timber-rafts^, 
numbers of winch come down the river annually^. The 
logs are floated down from the interior of the country to 
a town about a hundred miles above Hankoowa There they 
are made up into enormous rafts which are really floating 
villages with as many as from fifty to sixty persons living 
on them. The value of a raft is sometimes 7000/. or 8000/. 
The wood is many monf^lis,- indeed sometimes three or
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four years, in comijeg do'wn to the place where the rafts 
are coi^i^it^'ucfcei The raft^-populat^ion is from the roughest 
and lowest class ; a?id ' for^iei'ly a foreigner*, generally one 
of sucli- a character that he could get no other employments, 
used tp be sent in charge, which resulted in the perpe- 
trat^ion of most lawless and outrageous 'deeds at all the 
native towns or villages where they stopped, and served to 
add to t^hiG}. hatred and mis^itrust with which foreigners are 
regarded by the Chinese'. ‘

We dined with Mi*. K., who then returned with us to 
the steamer, in orde^i* to ' accompany us the next day to 
Nanking^. We were rather afraid that the permit from 
the Chinese authorities at Chin Kiang would not arrive 
before our departure ; but, just as we were leaving, it 
was sent on board, giving authority for our landing at 
Nanking, and ensuring* oui* meeting with no opposition 
from the guards or officials, civil or military.

We were off Nanking very early next morning ; and, 
after a Ji^iisty breakfast, at 5.30 A.M., pulled up a creek, 
on the banks of which Mr. K. had desired his servants to 
meet us with chairs. These, however,, not being visible 
we passed on under two picturesque bridges—one of them 
with jiouses and shops built upon it, the other crowded 
wi-th people. There were the ruins of a third bridge, of 
which hardly more than the piers remained. On the 
banks nothing was to be seen, except, here and there, a 
heap of rui^is, with a patch of cultivated ground in the 
midst^. It was a melancholy sight ; ruins everywhere— 
ruins and graves—and even the graves in. ruins : verily, 
a city of desolation and without inhabitants^.

On arriving at the gate where we were to enter, we
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landed firs't on the opposite side of the creek, and proceeded 
to visi't the I’emains of the far-famed ‘ Porcelain Tower of 
Nanking.’ It is now- nothing more than a ruined heap of 
broken bricks and pieces of mouldings, and ornamental 
toiles of bright colours. The only thing which retained its 
original form was an enormous bronze bowl, whi^di- for
merly stood at the very summit of the tower. A marvel
lous specimen of the ingenuity of those who could raise 
such a mass of solid metal to the height at which it stood. 
The metal was very fine, and, when stru^ck, the tone clear 
and ringing^.

There is a large village here, apparently inhabited by 
very poor people. All the porcelain bricks (which only 
formed the surface of the flower) have been collected by 
these people, and it was not long before a large quantity 
of small, broken pieces was brought for us to buy ; but it 
was diffii^ul'b to find any bricks that were not imperfects. 
The poi-celain is very fine, white, and with a mos't beau
tiful glaze upon it. The tower as it stood hej’e in its 
pristine glory, just outside the southern capital of the 
empire, must have been a truly splendid object.

A new arsenal is being built close to the ruins of the 
Porcelain Tower, but at present it is a mere shell. ,I be
lieve we were the fi^-st ladies who ever visited Nanking^. 
The treaty opening the port is declared, but there is as 
yet no commerce. The news of our arrival, thierefore, 
caused great excitements, and a large crowd of curious, 
but civil and good-tempered, natives soon flocked round 
to behold us, and the ow^iers of bricks to press upon us 
their wares.

Crossing the creek we entered the city, and t^ook re-
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fuge from the crowd in the gatekeeper’s house, who had 
had Ills heart warmed towards us by the present of a 
cigar, while Mi'. K. was show:ing our permit t^o the au- 
1^horit^:^es, and receiving an escoi^t of a few soldiers t^o 
accoimpany us t^hl'ough t^he city^.

W^ien the escort arrived we went t^o l^^ie t^op of the 
ci-ty wall, in order to gain a gener’al idea of the situation 

^^nd appearance of the city and its surrounding^s. That 
part of it which remains and is inhabited, is similar to 
other Chinese t^owns. This, however, is hut a very small 
portion of what was formerly Nanking. According to 
some, the walls extended sixteen miles round the cii^;/; 
others say, t^h^irt^y^-^Jfive miles. There is a slight discre
pancy in these statemenib£!; but I believe somethi^ig 
between the t^wo, i.e. t^wenty-t^wo miles, is generally 
thought to be the right measurements. Whichever it 
may have been, ample space would be contained within 
that area for the cultivated lands, villages, and small 
camps, co:ntaining guards or detachments of soldiers, which, 
though far away from the ci-ty as it now exists, are still 
within the walls. From this point we could also gain a 
distant view of the ruined tombs of the f^rst t^wo emperors 
of the Ming dynasty. They were, unfortunately, at too 
great a distance to allow of our visi-ting t^hem, which 
we, however, regretted the less, as the tombs of all but 
one other of that dynasty are near Peking, and not in 
ruins, and these we hoped to see before long.

Ujpon the top of the walls where we were standing 
were stables for a number of little coiu^-try ponies, who had 
need to be as sure-footed as they appear to be, to enable 
them to scramble up and down the roughly-paved cause-
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way, leading from the streets to their abode. On descend
ing from the wall and reaching the street, we found chairs 
and coolies to take us to the ruined palace of the Tai-wan, 
the rebel king. The Tai-wan was originally a common 
coolie at Hong ; but, to judge from the remains of
his palace, he must have had magnificent ideas of a royal 
residence. The ruins cover a considerable extent of 
ground, and some of the apartments must have been very 
spacious. Upon the walls there still remain tr^aces of the 
frescoes with which all Chinamen love to adorn t^heir 
hous^{3; some of these were spirited in design, but in
variably rude and coarse in colouring.

There was litt^le to be seen or learnt among t^hese 
ruins, so, after having partaken of refreshment in a shady 
little grott^o, in what was formerly the garden of the 
palace, we returned to our chairs, and our march thirough 
ruins. We mounted the walls again, at a poi^t near the 
Tai-wan’s palace, whence we could see the Ming tombs- 
more distinctly, and some of the gigantic stone beasts, 
an avenue of which originally led up to the tombs.

At one of the places where 
the chair-coolies stopped for rest 
and -refreshment, we found a joss
stick manufactory, and went in to 
see the process. The pastille is 
made from the powdered stem 
and root of some plant (I could 
not learn its name), mixed to a 
paste with water, and then, by 
means of a block, which exactly 

fits a bamboo tube, is squeezed out of a. small hole, near
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the bottom of the tube, in long strings into a basket, 
where it looks like brown macaroni. When 
a suffi(^ii2irb quantity has been thus prepared, 
a string of this paste is wound round and 
round on a board, forming flat circles, like this:
a small cylinder of wood being held in , the centre, to 
ensure t^heir all being of the same size; and when the 

-zboai'd is covered, they are taken away to be dried. The 
whole process is extremely simple. Besides t^^i^ose made 
in this form, Inhere are some resembling the 
common Indian past^illes, and also like thi^: 
in which shape, when very large and hung 
up, three or four together in a t^emple, they 
present exactly the appearance of a row of 
crinolines suspended over a shop-dooi’.’

After having drunk tea and been sufTi<^^i^mtly stared at 
by the numerous family, and the neighbours of the manu
facturer, we took our leave. Our road lay t^hrough rough 
ground, much of which was broken up in patches of 
wheat, barley, or beans. Then past a small camp, with 
a difTenent flag wavi^rg over every tent^.- Finally, thl^ough 
a short portion of the city, to the gate closing the en
trance to the creek, where we had expected to land in 
the morning^. This was only a few minutes' pull - from 
the steamer, on reaching which we immediately weighed 
anchor, and steamed up the river.

Abo^t sunset we passed through some fine scenery, 
the river banks much higher than heret^ofore, and at one 
point forming scarps on either side, called the east and 
west pillar’s. These fine cliffs rise perpendicularly from
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the water, into which they jut out, with a bold, sharp 
outlines.

The next morning the channel was narrow and com
plicated, and while the necessary soundings were being 
taken, I had time to make a rough sketch of some of the 
grotesque hills by which we were passing, with outlines 
more strangely peaked and jagged than I ever remember 
t^o have seen elsewhere.

At about 10 A.M., we passed the town of Nganking, 
where is a fine pagoda, which was partly destroyed during 
the war. The mark is visible of the shot wi'th which, 
when Lord Elgin was going up the river, the rebels opened 
fire upon him; t^h^ough, fortunately, the shot hit the pa
goda instead of his Lordship’s vessel.

. The rain w-hic^l* fell in the morning prevented our 
landing on ‘The Little Orphan,’ a curious conical rock, 
standing by itself in the middle of the river-. The area 
it covers is small, but its height is about 400 feet, and 
the sides are very precipit^ous. There are temples and a 
large establishment of priests herre; and it looked green 
and fresh, wi'th times covering every ledge-or level space 
on the rocky sides. There were many birds perched on 
the rocks, but they appeared far t^oo well accustomed to 
the passing of steamers, and the discharge of blank cart
ridge, t^o care to move from their position. As we hoped 
for better weather on our return, we only stayed here a 
few minutes, and then went on for fifteen miles, thr^ough 
fine scenery, with bold scarps and headlands on either side 
of the river. After t^his we came to a tract of country 
nearly as barren and uninviting in appearance as Albany,
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in Ausi^i^i^lia; excepting that^, at one poi^it, a mosib pic- 
tur^esque t^empie and monastery stand on a hill over
looking the rivei'. They were the only objects of interest 
in this dismal-looking reg^ion,

A iitt^ie further on is the entrance t^o the Poyang lake, 
where t^he scenery is said to be lovely. We stopped 
shoi'tiy before reaching this point, landed at a little t^own 

,-caUed Hukau, and went up to see a t^emple on a hill 
beliind the t^own. We were followed by crowds of people, 
who were so noisy and disagreeable that it was quite a 
relief when the civil old priest, who att^ended us in- our 
rounds, shut the door of the grounds upon them, The 
temple was Confucian, and wi’th very litt^le either curious 
or notewortKy wi-thin tJn; buii^^ii^jgJ3; though the groti^oes, 
quaintly arranged rooms, bridges, rockeries, and Jliittle 
puddles of water, railed off with ornamental tr^ellis-work, 
in the grounds, were worth seeing. So also was the view 
from one of the highest points, where the mountains 
looking towards Kiu Kiang and the Poyang^-h^oo, some of 
which, on the other side of the lake, are 5000 feet high, 
were very beautiiful, The day, however, was rather 
clc^iu^jy; and though the soft grey lights were effective, 
the scene might have been viewed to greater advantage, 
Unfortunat^ely, it was not until some days after that we 
were aware, that the chief sight of Hukau is a large 
bell carved out of the solid rock, which, when str^uck, 
rings as if made of metal, and accounts for the name 
of the temple, which is that of ‘ The Sounding Stone.' 
The priests are very reluctant to show it to fo
reigner's, making a great ceremony about unlocking the
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building in which it is; and, indeed, often refuse to 
do so.

On returning to the boat, the crowds again surrounded 
us, and were not only noisy and disagreeable, hut very 
rude. They continually ran up agai’^ist us, pushing and 
jostling, and shouted the whole t^ime. When we reached 

' the boat, and while, waiting for the crew, they. began 
t^h]?owing stones at us, and continued so doing t^ill we 
were fairly out of reach.

At Kiu-Kiang, f^'fteen miles further up the river, we 
anchored to discharge cargo, and while here a very violent 
storm, wi'th thunder and rain, came on, clearing the air; 
which had been heavy and sultry all day. The storm 
was so heavy dui’ing the night, that we were unable to 
leave till 4 a.m. next morning, which delayed our arrival 
at Hank^ow’. The scenei'y, till within about forty miles of 
that poi't, is pretty, but then becomes flat and dull. A 
tall strong reed is much cultivated all the way up the 
river, and is used for thatching houses, also for firewood, 
and many other pui'{)oses. We anchored at Hankow at 
5 p.m., close under the good, substant^i^al^-looking houses 
of various European inhabitant's, which are built on a 
very fine bund. This bund is consitructed so as to 
enable vessels t^o come alongside when loading or un
loading, instead of the river being choked with a small 
pier or jetty in front of every * hong,' as at Shangha^i^.

The Yang-tse-Kiang is certainly a magnificernt river. 
Here, at 783 miles from the mouth, it is more than a 
mile in breadth ; and later in the year, when ..the summer 
sun has melted the snow on the mouhtains, among which
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it has its source, the ‘flushes,’ or floods of melted snow 
which come pouring down, increase its width to a vast 
extent^.*

The native town of Woo Chung is almost opposite ' 
Ii^tir^k^ow, on the other side of the river. It is in another 
province, and. is the residence of the Vicei’oy. The divi
sions and subdivisions of the Chinese empire are even 
jnore diff^l^l^U^^t of comprehension than the statues and prin
cipalities of Germany, besides being of much greater 
extents. To gain an accurate knowledge of the coisti- 
tut^ion of the government would require the study of a 
lifetime. As far as I could learn, thter’e are in China eight 
Viceroys, each of whom reigns over t^wo provinces, or, 
in some instances, over one province only. Under the 
Viceroy is a Governor for each province. A province is 
divided into so many departments, each depart^nent being 
under a Taoutai, who has under him chief magi.strates 
and other High officials, in charge of every districts. Every 
department is divided into so many districts, each being 
about the size of an English county. The territ^ory under 
the Taoutai is, at a rough calculation, about the size of 
Bell^^i^m; so that the Viceroy, who is two steps higher 
than the Taoutai, must undoubtedly be considered as a 
magnate. When one thinks of China in comparison with 
our little island, its magnitude is really start^J^ing. That 
part alone which is within the walls, and called China 
Proper, comprehends as much as eighteen Great Britains !

* Two or three months after this was written, a succession of these 
‘ flu^lu^i^’ came down tho river, causing immense damage and loss of pro- 
pert;y—destroying a great ^ec^idion of this fine bund, and rendering the 
houses built upon it uninhabit^a^ble. •

1
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Mons. G., the Commissioner of Customs here, came on 
board soon after our .arrival, and took Mr. and Mrs. F. 
and me into his house (my father and Mr. H. living there < 

• also, but sleeping on boair^^) ; and through his hospiii.aLity 
our three days' stay at Hankow was rendered as.pleasant 
as possible. Mons. G., besides besides being remarkably 
clever and agreeable, is also a distinguished man. He 
began life in the French navy, but left that for the 
Customs' service in China. During the war he organized 
and commanded a troop, called the ‘ Franco-Volunteer 
Coi^-tingent,' which did good service at Ningpo, where 
Mons. G. received a terrible wound in his arm, the use of 
which he has never co:m]^]^<^itely recovered. Fox* his ser
vices on this occasion the Emperor^, made him a General 
in the Army, and a very high Mandarin ; thus rendering 
him a person of great power and authority among the 
Chinese. In his hall stands his huge red mandarin’s 
umbrella, the hoisting of which before his chair on all 
occasions ensures him' attention and respects. He has 
also some very beautiful pieces of silk and other pre
sents made to him by the Emperor on the same occa
sion. Mons. G. is much more of a soldier than a sailor, 
and was at this time drilling a regiment, coixsi^ting of 
750 men, with 12 European and 31 native offmers under 
him.

His house was very comfoi’table, with large airy rooms 
and passiag(^£5; and he had a German tide-waiter, who 
looked after’ him and his guests like an old-fashioned 
English servant, taking both him and them completely 
under his protection, in a way that used to amuse 
us very much. He was ‘ quite a character,' and had
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men

devoted much energy to the arrangement of a small 
plot of ground before the house, where he had made 

. a fountain, • and lawn, and borders, combining the small
est possible dimensions with the greatest possible pre- 
t^ens^i^on.

The day after our arrival we set off very early, to go 
up to Han Yang, a t^own on the same side of the Yang- 
tse-Kiang as Hank^ow, but with the river Han, which 
flows into the Yang-tse, between the towns. We started 
in a boat, 'but the tide was running against us with such 
force, that, in spite of sails and oars, we made no progress 
at all. We therefore landed, and preferred walking, 
passi^ig a place on the road where they were making 
bamboo ropes, w-'hi^cli are much used here. This was not 
done as at Canton, in a rope-walk, but by t^wo 
standing in a litt^le wooden building like 
a pigeon-house, leaning out of the win
dow, and as they wove the strands lett^ing /7 ~
t^he coil t^wist round on the ground. I \ 
They had nothi^ig but a piece of curved 
wood to help them bend and bi^id the __ .
st^iff, unyielding^-looking strips of bamboo;
and the whole erection looked so rickety and unsteady, 
that I did not in the least envy the position of the rope- 
makei’53.

We went t^hrough and beyond the town of Han-Yang 
to a temple on a low hill, overlooking the town Woochung, 
on the other side of the river.

The old bonzes (priests) at the temple brought out 
their low tables and stools for us to sit on, and then re
galed us wi^h tea, cakes, and sweetmeats. The tea was

notnmg out a piece oi curved
help them bend and hi^d the __ w|.
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all very ‘well, but the other good things were rather a 
trial; and I much pitied Mons. G., upon whom, in their 
great desire to do him honour, some of these old men kept 
pressing their delicacies, taking them up, and almost 
putting them into his mouth with their grimy fingers^. 
But it was well meant, and had to be acknowledged as ' 
a great -att^ent^.'ion. .

On our way back we stopped in the t^own to pay 
visi-t to an institut^i^on, corresponding t^o our Huunane 
Society. A small sum is allowed annually by the Govern
ments, but it is principal"^^y supported by voluntary contri- 
but^ions : the owners of .rafts and junks being the largest 
contribut^oi^s. "Wien a f lSush ’ comes dp'wn, the river rises 
several feet in an incredibly short t^i^e, “nd 'the violence . 
of such a rush of water is irresistible ; consequently npuiy 
boats are lost, particularly such as, through acciidents. nr 
unskilful management, come in the way, of One of the' 
large timber-rafts, which are likewise being hioihe down. 
the stream, without those in charge of them having the 
slightest power "to guide. or keep them clear of the boats 
or junks that may be in their way. On these occasions 
the life-boats of the institut^ion follow in the wake of a 
runa^wa^y, raft, ancf pick up many unfortunat^es, who would 
otherwise be washed away without hope or ■ possibil^-ty of 
swimming to either shore. Between, thirty and foi’ty
persons, we were informed, had been t^hus ^saved during 
the last three months. If these persons are rescued alive 
clothes and food are given to them, and, rf only the bodies 
are recovered, they receive dece;nit bur^^alL The boatmen . 
receive a bonus for the numbers saved, and formerly were, 
by a strange regulation, paid more highly for rescuing a
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body than a living being ; but ibis gave rise to great 
abuse, as many who might have been restored to con
sciousness were brought to the institut^ion dead. That 
order has now been cancelled, and the number of lives 
saved is greats.

Fii’e-engines are also att^a^ched to this institut^:^on. 
They looked, very well, standing in order in a room, with 
their buckets ranged in rows, and everything belonging 
l^o _ them neatness itself ; but I was informed afterwards, 
that it occupies so much time to set them to work, 
and, when working, they are. so slow and clumsy in 
operation, i^tiat any' buil^d;^ng>- would in all ' probability be 
burnt to t^he ground; long before , they could come to the 
rescue. . ‘ •

In the’i^ittei'i^oon we hoped to cross the river and wit
ness a review of Mens. G.’s t^r^oop, but a storm came on, 

’and it had to be postponed. It was curious to watch the 
rapidity with' which the river rose in waves, like the sea 
in a stiff breeze, and to see t^he rush made by small boats 
for a shel-ter under the lee of large junks, if they had not 
time to reach the shore. The boatmen here row standing, 
like Venetian gondoliers. A beautiful ^rainbow, which 
appeared' during a break in the storm, and the effects of 
light and »lhacle on the water and opposite shore, were 
enchanting^.

The next morning we went across the river to see 
Mons. G.’s troop at drill. Chinamen cannot bear rain, 
and, as the day was showery, the exhibition was not as 
good as it would otherwise have been ; yet they executed 
their manmuvres very fairly, the only defects being in 
keeping step or standing st>ill, neither of which can a

' TJ
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body of Chinamen accomplish. There is a coi^i^itant fid
geting and shuffling of feet going on, which is very 
diffejrei^-t from the motionless ‘ pose ’ of a line of British 
soldiers. The drill was shortened in consequence of a 
storm, which displayed to great advantage the power 
possessed by the ti’oop of running away.

We t^ook shelter ^ill the rain was over in the house of 
one of Mons. G/s officers, and then went into the native 
town of Woochung. Thei’e is one f^emple standing on a 
hill, whence we had a good view of the town, river, and 
coi^mtry surrounding it^. On the Woochung side the river

is rendered picturesque by the curious nets »which are 
placed at many points for fishing, and the numerous boxes 
for breeding fish, which . border the edge of the waten 
Just outside this temple is a Bhudhist dagoba, with a 
modern Sanscir^t inscription upon it. We could obtain 
no account of it, however, as the people here seemed 
t^o care little about antiquities or historical remains of 
any kind. x

Soon after our return the deputy Taoutai called, to 
arrange with Mons. G. a visi-t which the Taoutai himself
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wished to pay to Mr. F. In the afternoon the great man 
arrived, but I did not see him ; for it would so shock a 
well-bred Chinaman, should he catch but a glimpse of the 
ladies of the house where he is calling, that they are 
obliged to keep out of the way. The treatment of 
women in China is horrible to English minds, even 
worse than in Mahomedan counti’ies. A Chinaman 
appears to regard his wife as a necessary evil, and to 
be rather ashamed of her than otherwdse. The women 
are, however, said to be very happy, except that, where 
the wives are numerous, domestic brawls are equally 
so.

The next day the Taoutai sent a ‘ cumshaw ’ to Mr. 
F. and my father, of boxes of t^ea, fans, and so-called 
champagne. A suitable present was made to the people 
who brought it, and civil messages retui'ned. I kept the 
Taoutai’s visiting-card ; it was about the size of an ordi
nary sheet of note paper, of a brilliant scarlet colour, with 
his name in large black lett^e^r^s^.

We left Hank^ow, on our return journey, on Trinity 
Sunday, on which day a new Roman Catholic Cathedral' 
at Woochung was t^o have been opened, Mons. G. had 
made arrangements for taki^ig us t^here, but the storm, 
which had been raging all the previous afternoon and 
night, was still unabated, and Mons. G. received a letter 
at breakfast informing him that the ceremony had been 
postponed. We therefore att^ended service in a room, 
which is the only church they have here, and it certainly 
is not performed in a manner likely to inspire much 
feeling of devotion. Hong Kong itself would probably 
be without a resident chaplain did - it depend upon Go-
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vei'nment or the inhabiitants of the place to provide for 
his support^.* .

On returning from church we went on board the 
‘ Kiang Loong,’ leaving the poor tide-waiter in a state 
bordering on disti^action, for his garden, upon which he 
had bestowed so much anxious care, was being gradually 
washed into the river ! It was extraordinary to see the 
effect of the rising of the river in two days. The ground 
had sunk and slipped, as though an earthquake had taken 
place, so uneven and broken was the surfakce. T^ie garclen- 
wall near the river had sunk almost a foot, and left a 
gaping chasm between the upper and lower parts. The 
river itself had quite a heavy sea on, causing the small 
boats to pitch up and down, as if it were the ocean itself, 
instead of being 800, miles away from it; the current also 
was running with great violen^ce.

We arrived at Kiu Kiang at daybreak next morning, 
and on landing found that the chief of the Customs here 
had provided chairs for us to go through the town, and to 
some higher ground beyond it, about t^wo miles off, whence 
the view was very good, in spite of the haziness of the 
atmosphere. We had taken a basket of sandwiches and 
biscuits with us, and distributed the remaiu^is. among 
the natives standing round, who scrambled eagerly for 
them, and particularly appreciated the wine and salt.t

* While we were at Hong Kong, the Bishop (who is paid by a bene
volent lady in England) was away. The community was, therefore, 
entirely dependent for Church services upon a chance chaplain belonging 
to some man-of-war, or a stray missionary passing through Hong Kong.

f In some pai-ts of China salt is among the articles so heavily taxed 
on importation that the lower orders can never affoi’d to buy it, and 
value it accordingly.
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On our way back I gathered some lovely flowers and 
grasses, growing' by the roadside. There were t^wo 
curiotis pitcher-plants in blossom, which I hoped to have 
been able to draw, but they faded before we reached the 
steamei'. ■ ■ '

Soon after leavi^ig Kiu Kiang an American streamer’, 
which was lying t^here when we aniv^ed, passed us : this 
much distressed ' the captai^i and chief engineer of the 
‘ Kiang Loong,’ who, convinced of the superior power of 
their engines, made a moving appeal to Mr. H. to be 
allowed t^o race. He .gave them 'leave, and a most excising 
race ensued for some miles ; our steamer, at last, fairly • 
bea'ting he^" adversary, and leaving her a mile, or more, 
behind. Fortunately for us, this was satisfactorily settled 
before we arrived at the ‘ Little Orphan/ or I fear it 
would have been too much to expect any of those inter
ested in maintaining the character of their steamer to 
stop while we landed and explored this curious little - 
island.

I mentioned before how precipitously it rises from the 
water. The path is a sheer ascent of 373 steps from the 
river to the little buildi^T^g’ at the summit. I believe it to 
be a temple or pagoda, but as we saw it, it was only a 
shell, undergoing repair’s. There are some tem.ples half
way up, into which the bonzes invited us with civil gesti
culations ; though when we had accepted their invitati^on, 
and entered the dark, small rooms in which their Bliudhas 
‘repos(^ed’ or ‘coint'emplldLed,’ they soon brought tr'ays made 
of wicker-work to beg for ‘ cumshaw’ for • their shrine. They 
were, however, very civil, although foreigners ' are rare 
visitors on the island ; either their civUi^.y or (which I
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think more likely) their indolence, made them leave us 
to ourselves for the remainder of this steep ascent. In 
one place the steps are cut out of the solid rock, and 
chains, similar to those on Adam’s Peak in Ceylon, are 
put at the sides, to assist pilgrims in t^oiling up. There is 
at the summit, for a short dista^nce, a comparatively level 
strip of ground, covered with bamboos, thi’ough which an 
avenue has been cut leading to the litt^le building men- 
t^ioned above. On the stems of all the bamboos, on either 
side of the path, are carved the names of Chinese pil
grims, who wished to record the acco;m]plii^liment of such 
a feat as arriving there. The sides of the rock close to 
the litt^le pagoda are so precipitous that we could almost 
drop stones into the river-; they required, a very slight 
impetus to carry them away from the island. The birds 
here were even more numerous than on the other side, 
and were startled into flijght by hundreds when we threw 
stones in their directi^on.

The next morning, about 7.30, we arrived at Chin 
Kiang, and were, soon joined by Mr. K., who informed 
us of the arrangements he had made to further our 
wishes, with regard to spending a day at Yang Chow 
(the town of which Marco Polo was Taoutai). Mr. H., 
with his usual kindness and -consideration, detaining 
the steamer for us. So, after breakfasting in haste, 
we pulled across to the opposite shore, where chairs- 
were in readiness for all but Mr. K., w^o rod(3; and 
we set off for the town, a. distance of twelve miles. 
The country through, which our road, lay consisted of a 
flat marsh, cultivated principally with paddy, or the 
large reeds used about here for thatch and firewood.
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Now and then other grain appeared, in smaller pat^nhes. 
Through these large water-fields was a raised cause
way, just wide enough to admi-t of one chair being 
carried along it, and extending almost the whole dis
tance.

There were many houses (farms) on our road, generally 
raised a littrle above the marsh, in a comer of a field, and 
.post of them wi'th a t^lue^£^lx;^ng^-floor of chunam before the 
door. A good deal of threshing was going nn. The corn 
is strewed on the floor, and a heavy stone roller dra^wn 
over it by a bulloc^lk; after which it is t^hi’eshed by men, 
with a flail like thiose in our own co'^mtry. There
were also, near some of the houses, st^acks of x'eeds 
cut, and ready for use. We 
reeds, and ' found the average 
twenty feet^.

As we went on our way, we 
diers marching to a town some 200 miles up the Grand 
Canal, of which the rebels had taken possession, and were 
intercepting the supplies, going' south by means of the 
canal. I cannolt-say -that the soldiers presented a very 
martial appearance, but perhaps this is generally the case 
with regiments marching by easy stages, and accom
panied by camp-followers.

It was an intensely hot day, but our coolies earned 
ns well, in three and a half hours from our starting
point, to the borders of the Grand Canal, on the other 
side of which the city is situated. We were to cross in 
a ferry-boat, and to find other chairs awaiting us on the 
opposite side. While Mr. K. rode forward to see if t^hese 
Wire ready, we remained the gazing-stock of numerous

«

measured some of the 
length to be one-and-

ovei't^ook a troop of sol-
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nat^i^v’es, who floclked from all directions to look at us, and 
poisoned the air by trampling over a bed of garlic in their 
anxiety to see the stra^ngei^s.

But this crowd was t^r'ifling compared with that which 
awaited us on the other side, in the city. Wherever the 
eye rested there was nothing to be seen but a dense mass 
of heads. However, the people were very civil and good- 

_tempered ; and thanks to Mr. K.’s good arrangements, 
and partly to the offl<3ial button* on the chairs, and the 
uniform of the coolies, we met with no annoyance. The 
town is tolerably clean, and has wider streets and larger 
shops than any we visited, except Ning^p^o. In the shops 
there was very litt^le display. There is not much retail 
or local tr^ade ; t^h^ough from its position, in the midst 
of water communication, both by canal and 'river, from 
all parts of the country, it becomes an emporium for, 
the commerce of the north, on its way south or to the 
coast.

We visited the Temple of the Thousand Genii in 
the city. The building is of t^wo stories. In the lower 
room there was some very beautiful wood-carving, 'sur
rounding a shrine containing a figure not at^all equal 
in taste to the carvings. There was a miniature pagoda 
in the middle of the upper room, and over it a sort of 
canopy or dome, which, as well as the roof of the entire 
upper story, is carved in what is intended either to

* The round brass knob at the top of the consular and other official 
chairs, which, together with the dark blue cloth and black braid of the 
chairs themselves, and the dark blue blouses bound with red of the chair 
coolies, denote that the occupant of the chair is an English official, and 
therefore to be treated with respect, and dealt with circumspiectl^".

) '
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I

figures of diffei-ent

represent waves, or more probably clouds, as here repre
sented, very irregular and rough, 
and with a small figure of Bhudha, 
either sitting or standing, on every 
projection. In recesses in the walls 
were shrines similar to that the 
room below, with large, coloured
gods in The priests of the temple say there
are 3000 figures in this chamber. It was surprising 
not to hear of a larger number, considering the propen
sity of the Chinamen to . exaggerate, for I think there 
must be fully as many as they said. There was no 
chink or cranny out of which some little head was not 
peeping. Mos^ of the cai’ving in this room was very
rough and coarse, but there was one piece, forming a 
doorway, which was exquisit^e. It represented bamboos, 
having stems on either side, and the foliage forming an 
arch overhead. There is nothing which the Chinese 
artists represent so ti^uly as the bamboo, either in the 
rough cartoons which they hang on their walls, in de
licate painting on china, or, as in this insta^i^ce, in a piece 
of iucompai’able wood-carving. It is always spirited and 
true to natur'e, while many other t^^^ing’s, which seem as 
easy of imitati^on, are hardly recognisable, unless from 
their ‘ conventionality.’

On leaving this temple we tossed the heap of bamboo 
slips for our fortunes, which the old priest who presented 
tlum' assured us were very good. It was not t^ill some 
time after that, Mr. K. having kindly translated them 
for us, we found them to be as follows.

This is my father’s : — .
4
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‘ Always, be it day or night, of the first importance it must 
(trust ini . . .

be to j j I Bhudha for assistance ; and, notwithstanding your 

(experienct1g 1 m.luok, after aU it wiU not be m-luck.’ 

(meeting with)
‘ Be ready to be led by honourable people, and wealth and 

happiness will accompany you.’ *

Explanation.

‘Dang^e^rous impediments pass by to make place for undis
turbed repose; and 'by happening to be supported by honourable 
people, not insignificant wealth has been obtained.’

Ann^swers^ to Quee^ttions supposed to be sa^ir^t,li/ made by those
who draw lots.

‘ Pray to God, and your sickness will leave you. Do not 
• , „ , (become an of-
wrangle any more. You may please yourse^lf to j

i . I Your prospects in business are not small.’

vernment service.)

The fol^owiiog is mu^e:—
In regard to propriety of behaviour, you must regulate your 

conduct by a respectful mind; your language must be upright and 
(moral, 1 ,, i l^l^^iil^<^|^!3. )

, if you must thoroughly understand < . , . ?
(natural,) '' (w^i^atyo^u £^ie f^t^o^u^t.)

Clear thoughts are j^^ue j wisdom, and shine as bright 

and splendid as the sun at noon.’

Exphniiion.

‘ Your heart must not shelter projects, but be as pure
and clear as the water in autuimi: you must not harbour doubt 

or- suspicion, but be straightforward, upright, and candid.’
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A^nswers to supposed Questions.

‘You have both prospects as Government servant or trades
man. Do not stop lazy at home with pi^ajdr^fg; forgive those 
who have offended you. Your sickness will soon be cured.'

These sentences are badly printed on flimsy, ’coarse, 
yellowish-white paper'; but as it is considered an act of 
-^i<3ty to have them reprinted and presented to the priests 
for use, the name of the individual who does this good 
deed is inscribed under the date, which is always re
corded. The number of the slip of bamboo is also print^ed, 
as well as a summary of the tenor of the sentences. In 
mine, this was ‘ Middling good prospe<^i^S3in my father’s, 
‘ Middling prospe<^t^ti;’ and below this was written, ‘ It is 
a sort of rule, that by hardship ease is attained.’

After leaving the temple of the Thousand Genii we 
went to the house of a Chinese gentleman, in whose 
garden Mr. K. had arranged for us to luneji. The garden 
was, like all others belonging to Chinamen, the fac-simile 
of a willow-pattei'n- plate : no other description conveys 
so good an idea of their appear'ance. Soon after our 
arrival, the ladies of the establishment sent to ask if 
Mrs. F. and I would go and pay them a visit. Of course 
we were only too glad to do so, but having no inter-preter 
with us our conversation was limited to signs. They 
were not nearly such grand, ladies as those I saw at 
Canton, but they seemed much edified by our appear
ance ; and while we were at luncheon sent a message to 
beg we would go back again, as two of the sister-hood had 
not been present at the former int^erwiew.

After lunch, a few curiosities were brought for our in
a
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spicction n but they had no int^r^in^sic value beyond serving 
as mementos of the "place.

On leaving, we went in our chairs to the Grand Canal, 
where Mr. K.’s boat was in readiness to take us back to 
Chin Kiang;. We met the General in . command of the 
troops’/that we had passed in the morning;, who, with his 
suite, was going to rejoin them higher up the canal. He 
was in a magnificei^-fc ju^nk, adorned with flags of many 
colours. When we entered the river the scene changed ; 
high hills rose on the other side of the noble stream, and 
both ‘ Golden ’ and ‘ Silver . islands appeared, woirbhy to 
be called ‘ golden ’ in the beams of the setting sun.

SILVER ISLAND.

We set oif directly, and arrived at Shanghai at nine 
o’clock the next morning^,, feeling extremely grateful to 
Mr. H. for his invariable kindness in showing us so much, 
which otherwise we must have missed. We were anxious 
not to delay our departure for Peking longer than neces
sary, as, later in the year, the temperature there becomes 
very tiying, on accorunt of the dry heat.
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The next mail did not leave for some dayss; but there 
was a small steamer leaving for Tientsing, the nearest 
pohnt to Peking, that steamer's can reach on the Peilio. She 
was to start about 3 a.m. next morning, and was bound 
fi;^’,st to Chefoo, and then up to Nieu Chuang, the most 
northerly of our ports in China, iiot in China Proper, but 
outside the wall in Manchu Tai't^ai'y. This, it was t^hought^, 
prijght be an objection with us, but it was quite the con
trary. Our only doubt was, whether it would be pos
sible, after a fortnight’s absence, to make the necessary 
prepai’ations for so speedy a departru^e, especially as we 
had to read a pile of letters awaiting our return, and 
reply to them by the next mail, assuring anxious friends 
of our welfare. While still debating the ptros and cons a 
gentleman, with whom the'ALdmiral was staying, came in 
to invite us to a dance at his house that evening. As 
we wished much to see our old friend once more, and 
this was our only chance, we accepted the invitat^i^on, and 
set ourselves diligently to work to accomplish what we 
had to do before leaving^. Everything being in readiness 
we left our friends after dinner, saw the Admiral, stayed 
at his friend’s house till one o’clock, and then went straight 
on board the steamer ‘Japan,’ whence I sent back my 
ball dress, which I did not anticipate requiring among 
the Manchurians or Pekingese, by the boat which brought 
us off.

About an hour after, the ‘ Japan,’ the tiniest steamer, 
I suppose, that ever trusted itself on the t]'eacherous 
China seas, started on her northward course.
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CHAPTER XV.

MANCHU^^:^.A—MONGOI.IA.

For the fijrst t^wo days the sea • was rolling, and the 
‘ Japan ’ pitching to such an extent, that I spent the 
greater part of my time in my berth. Our present vessel 
could, I think, have been put, with perfect ease, into the 
saloon of that which we had so lately left..

On the third day the sea was still rough, but became 
calmer as we neared Chefoo, where we arrived about mid
day, on the second of Juries. This is a pretty litt^le port, 
and declared by residents to be the healthiest place in 
China^. The air was certainly delightful, and as fresh and 
crisp as an early autumn-day at home. People some
times come here from Hong Kong and Shanghai for 
change of air and sea-bathing, deriving great benefit from 
both.

The settlement lies on a cultivated plain, surrounded 
by low hills. There is a certain look of comfoi't in the 
substantially-built stone-houses of the native population 
and farmers, which is rare in China. But on closer in
spection dirt and untidiness appeared to prevail here as 
elsewher^^.

The agent for the steamer, a Chefoo merchant, came
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■ on board, and good-naturedly asked us on shore to see all 
that could be seen in a short time. The most interest
ing objecl; near is a .cemetery, some litt^le distance out of 
the settlements, belonging to a family of the name of

‘Wang.’ ‘Wang,’ I believe, among Chinese, corresponds 
very nearly with ‘ Smith ' among English.

In the ceme-tery are some curious and well-preserved 
t^ombs. It is a walled enclosure, with t^iees and grass 
insider. On entering the gate a handsome stone archway 
fronts you, made after much the same pattern as the
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stone bridges about Shanghai and Ningpo, viz., large 
stone monoliths, resting-hoi’izontally upon others, as large 
or larger, standing upright. under the archway^,
t^he path led thi?ough an avenue of monuments, the same 
on both sides. Firsts, .a‘ couple of tall pillars,; then horses, 
fully caparisoned ; then rams; then what looked like cats, 
but were said to represent tigeira; then warri«^irj; and 
further oft’ flat pillars, supported on t^he backs of t^oit^oi^s^e^s, 
as represented in the preceding page. These monuments 
were all hewn in stone, and very Egyptian in character^, 
--^.Kcc^ert the toi’t^oise pillars, which are essentially Chinese. 
There is a good view of the harbour from this cemetery, 
together with the distant hills. In leaving -late at nights, 
the water was a sheet of brilliant and sparkling phos- 
phor^escence, which almost eclipsed the flood of soft light 
poured down by a nearly full moon.

The next day was calm, and very cold. On deck, 
j^our blankets were hardly suff^tc^i^^t to keep me warm. 
At night we took on board a pilot, who brought us to 
Ing-tse, as the port of Nieu Chuang should properly be 
called.

Coming on deck t^he following morning, the most 
dreary, dismal prospect presented itself. The aspect of 
Ingitse is that of a mud flrrt: with mud houses, mud 
walls, mud-colo-ured water, and mud-coloured dust; it 
would be hard to imagine a more uninviting or disagree
able town. On landing, our previous impressions were 
fully confirmed. The Captain had accompanied us on 
shore, and we wandered about for some time, vainly seek
ing an Eur’opean dwelling^. At length, after struggling 
against the high wind and dust, through this desolate
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and apparently deserted place, • we came to a building 
which we assumed to be the Consular Office, and entered 
a very bare room, where my father and I waited, while 
the Captain went on a voyage of discovei'y. This chamber 
seemed to contain within itself*.all the public offices of the 
place—church, court-house, post-office, I'egiistrar’s office— 
eveirytliii^n?: truJy a multum. in !

In the course of an hour the Captain retui’ued, 
having found t^fie’ Consulate after diligent search, in the 
course of which he nearly frightened an unfortunate lady, 
who was unaccustomed to such an apparition as a strange 
face,,put of her wits. Mr. M. (the Consul) was suffering 
from, lumb^a^g^^c^j but at once sent his assisf^ant to find us 
out, and say 'that he would come himself as soon as 
possible. Also, that having heal’d from Capt. B. we 
wished to explore the coi^^ntry further inland, he woidd 
accompany us to a place in the mountains, about five- 
and-twenty miles off, next day. Such a miraculous effect 
had a little excitement upon lumbago !

The Captain most good-naturedly agreed to remain 
at Ing-tse for the three days that this excursion would 
occupy ; and we were meanwhile taken into the house of 
Dr. and Mrs. ------ , who at once set t^o work t^o make
all needful preparations for our expedition, and tr'eated 
us with as much hospiitali-ty as if we had been old 
friends,

Ing-tse boasts of only two Eur'opean ladies, of whom 
our hostess was one. It must have been a great change 
t^o her, poor thing, when brought as a bride, straight 
from a cheerful home in Scotland, to such a place as tki^s^. 
I do not think there are many who would, under similar

< x
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circumstances, have appeared to so much advantage as 
she did, and have preserved so well the bright manner of 
a ‘ bonnie lassie.’

In the course of the day we went into the native 
town, to see the manufacture of bean-cake, and the 
pressing of .oil from the beans. Bean-oil and bean-cake 
(the former used both for coolkery and burning, the-latter 
as manure for sugar-plantat^i^ons) are the principal exports 
from this part of the country..

The machinery used for both .processes is rude .in the 
ext^r^e^me, and there must be great waste of oil in conse
quence. The mill for crushing the bean is a very heavy, 
broad, stone wheel, f^-tted into a groove, in which it is 
worked by a couple of mules, or ponies, att^aiched to a pole 
passed through the centre of the wheel. The inner part 
of the circle formed by the groove is filled with beans, 
which are pushed into their place under the wheel by a 
stick fastened t^o, and moving round just in front of it. 
After a certain quantity of beans have been crushed, they 
are taken out of the gi’oove, streamed in huge caldrons, 
and, while quite hot, put into baskets made of dry grass, 
hooped round with iron. They are then stamped upon, 
and when five moulds are thus prepared are put one 
above the other, on a rack, over a reservoir, the pile at 
first reaching to the strong cross-beam of a frame raised 
over the reservoir. Wedges are then driven in between 
the cross-beam and the moulds by t^wo men, one on either 
side, each swinging a heavy iron mallet attached to the 
frame. The oil runs out, and spreads all about the place, 
but a good deal goes into the reservoir under the press. 
When all the oil has been extracted, the cakes, which
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for a Chinaman to 
mns't -.jfo^Llow in the 
This results in ruts 
in ah the streets of

presei^nt much t^lie same appearance as ‘ single Gloucester ' 
cheeses, are smoothed round at the edges, and, like 
cheeses, packed away t;ill wanted.

Carts drawn by mules, or ponies, are much used here, 
and the state of the roads is, in consequence, very bad. 
Of course, it would be impossible 
choose out a path for himself; he 
track marked out by his ancestors. 
being worn to a considerable depth 
the native town, which ^would otherwise present a more 
civilised appearance than is usual in Chinese cities.

We returned to the steamer to pack our small tra
velling-bags, and the^n^pame to Dr. -----’s house, where
was a pony which Mr. M wished me to try. These China, 
or Mongol ponies; are good, useful little beasts ; but their 
tempers are so uncertain, that they give infinite trouble 
to t^heir owners : and Mr. M. wished to asceirtain before 
we started if one of his own would carry a habile. Accom
panied, t^^ler'l^fore, by his assistant, I set off The result 
proved the wisdom of the measure. My. poor, litt^l^e, 
unshod pony, suddenly t^umed a complete someersault 
while we were going along at a gallop. We were neither 
of us hurt, strange to say ; but my companion discovered, 
on examining the pony’s feet, that he had something the 
matter with the frog of one forefoot. He had not been 
ridden since his return from an expedition into the 
mountains, and no one had found out his lameness, as he 
bad shown no symptoms of anything being amiss until he 
fell, when he rolled over as if he had been shot. These 
ponies have no canter, only a short and rough, but rapid 
gallop, and a rough, shuffling trot, to si^ which with com-

•
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fcu’t requires an apprent^i^ceship in the cavalry. In riding 
them, the only chance of fi^iuding them pleasant is to give 
them the i’ein entii'ely, and let t^hem choose their own 
way over the rough ground and t^hrough the ruts : con
sequently, one has not the least power to help them if 
they do make a false step.

I never saw anything so dreary as the comytry im
mediately surrounding the port. Doubtless, when all 
the crops are grown, the aspect is less melancholy ; but 
the desolate appearance of it at this season, with the 
howling wind, and a cloud of mud-coloured dust, is in
describable. Fortunat^ely, residents anxious to find some 
redeeming quality, declare that the healthiness of the 
climate reconciles them to nearly all its disadvant^a^o^e^s. 
They maintain that it is a finer climate than even Chefoo. # 
I fear I should not take this cheerful view of ■ th^iugs;. 
The very fact of feeling in such robust health would 
make me chafe at having to waste life at such a place 
as Ing^-ts^e.

Next morning we were up early ‘to start by six 
o’clodk,’ but it was a quarter-past seven before we were 
in the saddle. Our party co;usisted of Mr. M., ourselves, 

' and two grooms riding, and six other servants, who dis
tributed. themselves among the seven carts containing 
our baggage ; each cart drawn by a pair of very fine 
mules, tandem. A spare pony compleited the cortege, 
who followed at his own will and pleasure, and was as 
merry and jolly as possible, cantering over the plain, kick
ing when he passed the others, and behaving himself alto
gether more like a wild puppy thah a discreet and sober 
pony. Occasionally he would, for a few minut^es, join a
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wild, herd of ponies (of which we saw many, and among 
them some very hands^ome animals), have a game of play 
with ^hem, and then scamper hack to rejoin us. It was. 
a sore tria^l, on those rare occasions when we passed a 
patch of green, that his muzzle (the only sign of servitude 
about him) would not allow of his making a feasts. At 
such times he would come up to one of Iris companions, 
and try to rid himself* of his torment by rubbing his 
head and nose against them. The pony I rode was very 
good. They are wonderfully strong, hardy, and enduring^, 
very sure-footed, and get over an astonishing amount of 
ground with their short, scrambling pace.

I called our seven vehicles ‘ carts,’ but they repre
sented the ‘carriages’ of the country. The carts have 
solid wheels without t^ires. Ours were really not bad 
vehicles, and had covers much like those of Maltese 
carts. Our cavalcade presented quite an imposing ap
pearance, with the red tassels on the harness of the mules, 
and the tops of the servants’ hats ; the Consular uniform, 
blue bound with red ; the little yellow flags, hm^'tering at 
the back of each cart, demoi^i^lbrating that their possessor 
was' a person of consideration, and. to be treated wi'th 
respect;; and the martial aspect of Mr. M. and his.re- 
tainers, who were all armed to the teeth, in case of 
meeting wi'th ‘ braves :’ by which name the rebels were 
commonly designated all over China. Only two months 
before, Mr. M. had had an encounter wi'th some of these 
rebels, who were then disturbing this part of the country, 
and were very ti'oublesome to the agriculturists and quiet 
inhabi'tants of the towns. On that occasion he found, fire
arms very necessary. He also found it desirable to be
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always provided with them when visiting the larger 
towns, in which there are many who regard the English 
wi’th no friendly eye, and who lose no oppoi^l^^nn^^y of of
fering them insults. When fi^st exploring t^hese partes, 
finding this to be the case, Mr. M. had it generally made 
known, that if ever he heard a man calling out ‘ foreign 
devil ' when he was passing, he would flog him ; and if 
any one t^hi^ew stones, he would shoot him. This so in
spired the cowardly set with awe, that he never after
wards had the least tr^ou^b^l^e. Int^imidation appears to be 
the only mode of dealing with the Chinese ; they look 
upon any conci^^tory measures as the result of fear on 
the part of - semi-barbarians (in which light they regard 
us), when brought in co^nltact with such a powerful, 
highly-civilised people as t^lie^m^sel^ves. And they miss no 
oppoo^t^iuni^y of exhibiting their feelings of coih^f^iamJt; thus 
making it necessary for foreigners to tak^e- stringent 
measures, in order to maintain their proper position 
among tiie^m.

To return to ourselves. One of the gi^ooms rode ahead 
t^o show us the way. There was no road whaf^i^'vee: we 
seemed t^o be passing over a barren waste, now and then 
coming upon a few scrubby t^r’e^es, indicative 'of one or 
two habitat^ions surrounded by mud walls, our track 
faintly marked by cart-ruts, which were hardly distin
guishable from the roughly-ploughed mud land which 
sometimes bordered i^. The groom, however, led us witli. 
unerring precision, never t^urning in the least from the 
exact poi^t he wished to gain. This, Mr. M. said, was a 
peculiar faculity possessed by the man : he had done the 
same one night, when everything was so obscured that,
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t^hough riding close behind, Mr. M. co'^ild hardly see the 
horse in front of him. This man had led him, neverthej^ess, 
wi-tho^it hesi'tating for a moment, over the plains, which, 
even by daylight, seemed as des^titute of landma^’ks as 
the ocean it^self.

Such was our road for about ten or eleven miles, ex
cepting that, now and then, we came upon a patch of 
blood-red saxifrage, which is a usual indication of very 
poor soil. For some distance we were obliged to keep 
near the carts, for fear of their losing sight of us and. 
missing’ the I’oad, should we go fasitt^r; but when within 
two or three miles of the inn where we were to breakfast 
we cantered on, and rode wi'th a great flourish into the 
coxu'tyard of the inn of ‘ Profi-t and Harmony.'

This was real China, nothing cockney or hackneyed 
here! The inn is much like an Eastern serai—a lai’ge, 
square, walled court-yard, surrounded with buildings, and 
filled with rows of ti’oug^hs. Towards these the ponies 
and mules made a rush as soon as they arrived, in hopes 
of f^inding the very uninterest^ing^-looking food, consissting 
of chopped straw and a measure of bran, mixed with 
water, which was ere long brought to tf^e^m. Our carts 
were not long in making their appearainse; but we 
bad meanti'inae* found our way into the inn by a low, 
Harrow passage, filled with bean, and bajree*' stalks, and 
which was also, it would seem, the meat larder of the 
establishments. It led us into the kitchen, a long, low 
buil(^^iing: in one corner of which cooliing was going on,

* Millet, the grain of which is much used as food among the lower 
orders, both in India and China.

1
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at a raised brick or mud stove. ‘ Kangs/ the Chinese 
bed-places, built of brick to about the height of a table, 
and hollow to admit of fires being made inside during 
the cold weathei’, were ranged round the walls, leaving 
the middle of the room vacant^. Loun£^in£ on the ‘ kfuigis ' 
were Cliinamen, variously occupied in eating, smoking, or 
sleeping. This, however, was the ‘ common room/ and 
not that which we were to occupy. Our apartment 
was the ' best p^rh^m’ / a much smaller, but long and 
narrow, chamber', opening out of the kit^c^fi^n. Small, 
single rooms, with a ‘ kang ' in each, and partit^i^oned oft, 
with doors and windows of paper pasted over a wooden 
framework, opened into it on one side. On the other, 
one long ‘ kang/ filled up the whole length of the wall, 
under the windows. Only a narxow passage was left 
between the ‘kang’ and the partit^ion of the rooms, 
against which were placed, down the whole length, small 
square tables, with a chair on either side. There were 
t^wo small rooms at the end of the apartment, which 
seemed to be store-rooms, or the private chapel of the 
inn. They were very dirt^y^, and had large bund.les of 
dried herbs, jars of oil, shrines, joss-sticks, skins, and 
other heterogeneous art^i^cles, piled upon the ‘ kangs.’

There were a good many Chinese const;antly coming 
into the lower end of the room to take their meals, or to 
smoke, neither of which was at all agreeable to our 
olfactory nerves. We particularly objected to a kind of 
pickle made from decomposed cabbage, which they seemed 
greatly to relish wi'th their large dishes of rice, and which 
was kept in great earthen jars at • bur end of the room. 
Here were also large earthen bottles of ‘ samshu ’ ^ifche
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commoiie,S't spiri-t among t^lie lower orders, made from rice), 
which were frequently opened to replenish the little china 
bottles, containing about a couple of wine-glasses, which 
seemed to be the usual measure for two persons at a 
meal. The smell of this also was remarkably disagreeable. 
There was a cupboard in a corner near the sarnsku, where 
the small china saucers, .china spoons, chopsticks, and 
wee china cups, for spi'ri't or wine, which form, the liable 
equipage of Chinamen, were kept, proving that the ‘ best 
parlour ' in a Chinese inn is not merely for show.

We had to wait for our breakfast, the greater part of 
which had been brought with us, until one of the stoves 
in the kitchen could be placed at the disposal of our ser
vant's. This was not for some time, but a litt^le after 
1 p.m. we resumed, our jouri^ey. I kept the bill of the 
inn expenses. For six horses, eight servant's, and our 
three selves, it amounted to rather less than one dollar 
and a halt^'; a dollar being here worth 4s. 6d. Think of 
it, ye usurious hotel-keepers of the We.st! All must 
admit that the inn is worthy of its name, ‘Profit and 
Harmony.' If the landlord can find it profitable, few 
guests would be disposed to break the harmony on the 
score of extort^ion. .

From here (Lan Kea Chang) our road became gradu
ally more interesti^ig', and was enlivened by bunches of 
a very pretty^, dwarf lilac fleur-de-lis, in full bloom. As 
we neared the hills, culttivated land and a few threes be
came more frequent. Ten miles further brought us to 
the foot of the hills, where is a large village entirely agri
cultural, surrounded by many treses. Our course had lain 
hitherto about south-west, but we now turned nearly
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north, by a pass leading over the mountains, to a large, 
walled town, called Kai Chow, the capital of t^he district, 
about eight or nine miles off. Following up the road for 
a short distance, we soon descried the walled square of 
the inn of ‘ Glory and Felici-ty,’ in which we were to take 
up our quarters.

It is a singular fact that, though in the course of our 
wanderings, we were peculiarly fortunate in finding means 
and oppojr^'uni'ty for visi'ting those lit^t^j^e^-known places we 
part^icularly wished t^o see, yet we almost invariably met 
with bad weather when we had reached our goal, prevent
ing the full enjoyment of the pleasures inhere att^a^ina^ble. 
It was so in this case. Hardly had we realised the 
change^’ appearance of the country immediately surround
ing the village, with its abundant cultivation and tribes 
of labourers, hoeing, digging, ploughing, and weeding, 
before a thick drizzle came on, which lasted from 3.30, 
the time of our arrival, till seven o’clock, rendering it quite 
impossible for us to go out.

For antiquarians all this part of the counf;ry is ex
tremely intei^est^ing^. The plain is one vast bat^^tl^-field, 
and on many of t^he surrounding hills are flowers, ap
parently watch-t^owers, of Corean build. These are of 
great antiquity, the Coreans having been driven out by 
the Manchurians during the Tang dynasty, in which 
dynasty Christ was born.

The inn of ‘ Glory and Felicity ’ was built on the same 
plan as that of ‘ Profit and Harmony,’ except that the 
quarters for distinguished guests were more adapted to 
their comfort, and to the exclusion of the ‘ vulgar herd.’ 
They stood within their own little courtyard, of which it
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was only necessary to shut tlrB door to keep out all in- 
trudei's. No one had occupied these quarters since Mr. 
M.’s last visit, so we found the rooms clean and ready for 
us. Not that much preparat^ion, except sweeping, is ne
cessary in a Chinese -iin^'.'bei^i'oc^m; for it is rare even to 
find a chair there^. No ofhef .i^irticle of furniture is dreamt 
of, and the ‘ kang ' is.Jarge enough, if only one person is 
sleeping on it, to answer the purposes of a table as well 
as a bed. In the large C^urt^tT^^’d wei'e numerous ta^oughs 
for the mules, and here many of t^hem were made of 
stone. ■

A little way up the road beyond the inn is a curious 
stone' bridge, spanning the pass and connecting the hills 
on either side without any apparent object. It is sup
posed, however, from the position of a square tower on 
one of the hills, to be part of the remains of Corean de
fences, a chain of which crowned the ranges.

We were much disappointed to find the rain still con
tinuing next morning^. Mr. M. was in despair, and 
suggested our immediate return to Ing-i^t^e; but we 
begged thafthat might be only a last resource, and that 
we should at any rate waiit till after breakfast, which was 
not likely to be till twelve o’clock, for he had sent a cart 
into Kai-chow (eiglrt miles off) to see whether any fish 
were pt’ocurabl^e. By that time we thought the weather 
would be ei-ther fair or hopeless. ■

It was about 6.30 a.m. when we came to■ t^his deter
mination ; and, long before noon, we had had so many 
bright gleams that we determined to ■ stay. In one of 
these we had made a ’ush t^o the top of the hill close by, 
to see the tower more closely. We were driven down by
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a sharp shower, but had time to observe that another 
higher hill beyond the t^ower shut’ out the view, and that 
the tower itself measured between t^wenty-t^wo and twenty- 
three feet squar^e. These t^owers are solid ; whether they 
were always so, or whether they were originally guard
houses, like those on the Great Wall, and only filled in 
at the time of the Manchurian invasion, seems a mooted 
points.

Our patience in waiting was rewarded by a lovely 
afternoon; so we ordered the horses directly after break
fast, and set off for a sixteen or seventeen mile ride round 
the country^ Firsts, by a mountain-pass to the north and 
north-east of our inn, whence, from the point where the 
road descends into the valley on the other side, was one 
of the most lovely views I have ever seen. We were 
looking over vast plains of the richest cultivat^^on, studded 
with numerous little villages embosomed in t-rees, and 
surrounded by mountains of beautiful fo^rn; over which 
gleams of light and shadows of cloud were chasing each 
other wiith great rapidity, producing varied and wonder
fully lovely effects. We were fain to confess, that the 
rain had, after all, been our friend; for without it we 
should not have seen the country as we did, 'i^endered 
more than ordinarily beautiful by the t^i’a^nspai’ency of the 
atmosphere and intense blue of the shades.

We descended the pass, and crossed the plain to 
Twan-tien ; which a couple of months previously had been 
burnt by the rebels, who came down from their strong
holds in the mountains, and devastated the country from 
this place to Nieu Chuang. Tliey avoided Kai-chow, 
how^B’ver; which, being the capital of the district and a
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walled tow^i, they appear t^o have been afraid to att^ach. 
They had a sharp skirmish close to Twan-tien, and the 
Imperial troops were beaten after which the victors set 
fire to the village. It is now being rebiull; but so great 
was the suffering' and loss brought upon the .agiicul^^irists 
and labourers, that the Emperor had been obliged to remiit 
tv'o-fiftlis of the land-tax in all this part of the countr'y.

, We rode on for some miles across this higlily-cultivated 

plain, meeting with beautiful views of rugged hills and 

rich-looking valleys, till we arrived, at Kai-chow. To us 

it was not very evident why the rebels should have feared 

to attack this town on account of its Avails, for anything 

less like a defence it would be hard to conceive. There is 

not one bastion the wlu^le way round, and the loop^-holes 

are not ‘spl^^yecd’ in the least; so that the att^acking party 

might consider themselves tolerably safe as long as they 

were not directly opposite the loop-hole, however near 

they might be to the guns of the defenders. We rocde 

round outside the walls first, and then entered the city. 

We were, of course, foll^owed by ever-increasing crowds of 

natives who had never seen a foreign wl^m^ln in their 

lives, and the excitement was in consequence extrem.e. 

There was a great rush, people tumbling over each other 

and pushing everything out of their wna^ to obtain a 

glimpse of our faces as well as our backs. But they 

offered no molestation of any kind, and very few followed 

us beyond the city-gate wdien we left:.

The use of carts here necessiitates the streets being- 
much wider than those of southern ciities; which is an 
advantage, but the ruts are at^iocious. The people here
abouts are very proud of their caitt-teaim^: they prefer
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driving a pony in the shafts, and .six mules, three abreast^, 
before him. The mules, which are very fine animals, 
should all be of the same colour, and have a bright crim
son tassel hanging over the forehead. Such a team, how
ever, is by no means co^immon; and one which we passed 
in t^he course of our ride consisted of a mule, - a pony, a 
donkey, and a cow !

In one or two places by the side of the road we saw- 
some handsome fl^t stone pillars, supported on the back 
of tort^oises, like those in the cemeitery of the Wang 
family at Chefoo, and with a fierce Imperial dragoon 
twisting and twirling his tail all over the top. Mr. M. 
explained that these were monuments erected by Im
perial decree to women who, having lost their husbands, 
remained widows till death. So virtuous is such condrict 
considered, and so rare !

On our return, as it was still daylight, we put a sheet 
of the ‘ Saturday Review ' against one of the rocky points 
of the hill behind our inn, at about 150 yards, and amused 
ourselves with rifle-shooting, much to the edification of 
the nat^i^ves. They crowded round, and expressed their 
astonishment and admiration at a more than usually good 
shot by the ‘ Ai-yah!’ which is the only approach to de- 
monstraf^i^veness which a Chinaman ever indulges in, and 
which, when said as they say it, certainly conveys the 
idea of intense wonderments. When we had done shooting, 
some of these simple villagers scrambled up the hill and 
brought down our target, which they carried off as a 
tr^ophy, poi:^iting out to each other, and expatiating upon, 
the numerous holes with which it was pierced. Mr. M. 
thought it would have a salutary effect upon the minds
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of those officiials in the district, to whom all our move
ments were of course being reported, when they should 
leam that t^he barbarian women, as well as the barbarian 
men, could ride and shoots.

During the night a very heavy thunderstorm came 
on, which caused a great commotion among the animals 
in the yai'dL Next morning we were up early, and while 
the carts were being loaded and sent off, walked up to 
the t^op of the hill beyond that on which the Corean tower 
stands, which is of some height, with a small temple at 
the summits. The temple was locked, but from the plat
form just before the door there was a beautiful view of 
the valley and plain we had crossed the day before. On 
the other hand lay the brown plain by which we had 
come, and were to return, stretchi^ig away to the sea, and 
the river, on which, with a glass, we could see the masts 
of the shipping. I tried to find a point from which a 
sketch would be possible, but the view was everywhere 
beyond my powiei’s; so I had to coihtent • myself wi^h 
making a drawing of the inn, which may, perhaps, give 
some idea of the ‘ glorious and felici'tous ' abode where we 
passed our t^ime.

About 9.30 A.M. we followed the carts to Lan-kea- 
chang, thr^ough. the mud, for ten long miles, and arrived 
at the inn of f Profi't and Harmony,’ where we breakfu^t^e^d;. 
and starting immediiately after, reached Ing-tse about 
5.30 P.M., and • found the captain of the ‘ Japan' rather in 
alarm lest the rain should have prevented our ret^ur^n. 
We went on board in the evening, as the stlamer was to 
leave in the middle of the night, much wishing we had 
been able to see more of t^his beautiful and interesting
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part of the co^intry. We had much enjoyed this short 
thanks to Mi’. M., whose knowledge of the people, 

and l^a^ig^e?- amount of general i^iformation, made him a 
most agreeable travelling companion.

_On awaking next morning we found ourselves still in 
.. the river, for such a hurl■i^cane had been blowing t^hr-ough 

t^he night that the pilot was afraid to take us out till the 
morning. A mistake, as it proved ; for when we reached 

* the gulf the sea was perfectly calm, the huj^cane having 
been one of those local storms which are very common in 
these regions. By this delay we lost the tide in the 
Peih.o, at the mouth of which we arrived in the after
noon of the day after our departure from Ing-tse, and 
were obliged to lie-to' t^ill night-fall ; when a pilot came on 
board, ostensibly to take us up the river, but practically 
to run us foul-of a junk and carry away part of her 
bulwark. We anchored till morning just opposite the 
Taku forts, where, during the war, we were repulsed, and 
los't many of our men. •

We set off up the Peiho at daybreak next morning^, 
and did not wonder, on seeing the curves and windings of 
this narrow river, that no phot should venture to guide a 
vessel up in the dark. It was almost impossible'for even 
so small a vessel as the ‘ Japan ' to follow the sharp turns 

.of the river without grounding ;* anft' it Was invariably 
the case, that whenever we came to the narrowest part 
of the channel, a great junk was sure to be just in our 
way, causing delay and confusion. We did not reach 
Tientsing till the aft^e^ra^c^on^. . The river banks were very 
green with orchards and crops, but the rest of the country, 
as far as the eye could see, was a fliab plain, principally
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mud-coloured, and as desolate as that round Nieu-chuang, 
but in some parts cultivated, and with innumerable graves 
in every direct^i^on. -

As soon as we arrived, Mr.------, t^he Consul, came on
board, to offer us hospitality, invi’ting us to his very 
pleasant house on the bund.

The foreign settlement is at some distance from the 
native town of Tientsing. It is, like the latter, situated 
within the wall, or rather -^£^i^t;h-work, which extends for 
fourteen miles outside the city, and was raised during the 
war (two years having been spent on its constructi^on) by 
the Cliinese general, San - go - lin -Isin,* as a protection 
against the Allied force. It proved of so little use, that 
it is now generally called ‘ San-go-]lin-’tsin’s Folly.' Where 
this joins the river to the south of Tientsing, abo^it two 
miles from the foreig^i settlement, there is a small mud 
fortification, called the South Fort: it has thr^ee foi’tified 
trenches, and looks to civil eyes as if it would be a 
formidable place to atttficik:.

We stayed here for t^wo or three days, while making ' 
preparati^ons for our journey to Peking ; there is not 
much of interest to be seen. The ‘ Treaty Joss-house,' as 
the small temple in the midst of the barren salt plain is 
called in which Lord -Elgin signed the treaty with China, 
has no interest beyond that fact.

There was great exciitement among the young men of 
the place, owing to some theatii^cals that they were get
ting up ; but the materials for which it was difG^i^-ulit to

* During the war this famous general was, I believe, called, in the 
vernacular of our soldiers, ‘Sam Collinson.’

Y
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,>•

pi’ocua’e in tins out-of-tke-way region. Mis. — ' -■'s talents ■ 
were being put to tke proof to devise substitutes ferinadiS^’., 
pensable, but^ unpi-ocurable, ai't^icles of'attk’e apd disgu^s^e. . 
We spenli a whole evening in, making exper^imeia'ts' of 
Wr^jiakies, and tke next day in manufaeituri^ig a ■flaxeU ■ wig,, 
which was to metamorphose a very unladylike man i^ito*? 
a languisking beaut^y^. I did not see tke result, as the ■ pe^’- 
formance t^ook place while we weireat Peking, ■but I h^eal’d 
that our t^ow eoiffi^i'e was mosit successful!, ’
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CHAPTER XVI.

TIENTSING—PEKl^NG.

t^own of Tientsing t^h^ere are numbers of 
Their mosque is the only temple at all 
hut I am not sure whether the result

In t^he native 
Mahomed ans. 
worth seeing ; 
repays one : for, before arriving t^hei'e, the fhth to be 
encoi^^i^ibered exceeds everything of the kind, even in 
other parts of China. The rain of the previous day had 
flooded the streets, making the ditches and pitfalls almost 
unbeara^t^l^e. One wonders how the Chinese can exist in 
an atmosphere which seems enough to breed a pest^il^enc^e. 
The mosque is a very plain, large building, with no orna
ment except the usual vermilion pillar's^.

There was a glorious sunset as we rode back, making 
even the mud-f^iat and flooded plain look beaut^iful. 
Everything was de rose; and the gates of the
city, by no means picturesque in themselves, were stand
ing out, clothed in a deep purple hue, against a golden 
sky, which, if immoi'talized. by an artist, would give a 
very erroneous idea of the town of Tientsing as seen by 
us, arriving in broad daylight, when it all looked colour
less and sterile.

On the 14th we left for Peking. The distance from
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Tientsing to Peking is about eighty miles. The tr^a^velling 
carts are small, covered -vehicles, very strong, without 
springs, drawn by a pony and mule, or t^wo mules 
t^andem, and just contain room for one person. In this 
cart you make your bed, stl^^fLmg pillows in every direc- 
t^ion in order to soften the concussions, which are inevit
able in this mode of conveyance. The fi^’st eighteen 
miles we rode, accompanied by two gentlemen from 
Tientsing^. Our carts went by a difTe^r^nt road. When 
we overtook' them, both Lucien and our Chinese servant 
were walking. I asked the former whether the cart was 
very rough. His expression was mosit piteous on re
plying, ‘ Oh, awful shaking, ma’am! much worse than 
Guzerat carts !’ This was consolatory, with twenty-four 
miles of it in prospect that day, as I had hitherto looked 
upon bullock-ci^irt travelling, in Guzerat as about as un- 
comfoirtable a means of locomotion as possible.

The coi^ntry we passed t^hrough was f^iat and unin
teresting, the crops looking very thin and poor. Pei^haps, 
if t^his had not been a * ci'vi^t^d’ coi^ntry for about 6000 
years, the roads and bridges might now be better. One 
could only be thankful to be in daylight while .(^ros^t^liig the 
latter, for there were holes and pitfalls in every direction, 

■ and, by way of improvement, some of them had been 
covered by a bit of matting, wi'th earth strewn over it; 
and others had a plank, which about half filled the 
cavity, laid across them, which rendered them still more 
dangej’ous.

I do not know the name of the town, in one of the inns 
of which we breakfasted at the end of our ride. The 
inns of the country I have already described. They
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seem to be the same in construction everywhere, and to 
vary only in the amount of di^’t to he found in t^hiem. 
Our friends left us at this t^own, and we proceeded in our 
cartes. Certainly Lucien’s description of the shaking was 
not exaggerat^ed. I had mattiasses and pillows in abund
ance, but before we had been five minutes on the road 
evei’ything in the cart was shaken into one- confused 
heap, myself included. In such hot weather one cer
tainly would not, from choice, be buried under pillows 
and mattrais^ses, not to mention the unpleasantness of 
having all the minor articles indispensable to t^ro^vellers, 
such as sticks, bags, wrappers, binoculars, books, and hats, 
which must go in the same cart, perpetually i^ecaUing 
their presence in a very forcible manner^. So we went on 
jolting and bumping t^ill 11 p.m. It was impossible to 
find any position at all comfoi/tahle, and the bruises from 
being thr-own suddenly from side to side of the carts were 
terribl^e. The rain had made the roads so heavy, that we 
did not accomplish even the promised four miles an horn; 
and very tired we were after eleven hours of th^ inces
sant shaking and jolt^ing. But it makes one believe in 
the possibii-iit'y of people sleeping on the rack, for that 
could hardly be greater torture ; and, after a fashion, we 
slept, though more from actual exhaustion, I fancy, than 
anything else. We were glad to find that Mr. M.’s ser
vant had had i^wo rooms in the best inn swept and cleaned 
for us, with tea and rice ready. We did not devote much 
time to eating and drinking, but brought our mattr'a^sses 
out of the carts, and made up our beds on the * kangs ’ as 
soon as possible, having to be up again at 4 A.M. The 
carts were ready by five o’clock, and accordingly at that
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time we started^- ThroughoTut the i^went^y^-foiir miles we 
accompliished t>his day, I shared the shafts with my Jehu, 
which, though’not a dignified position, was far more com
fortable than' any att^ainable inside the cart. I had, 
moreover, the benef^lt of his conversation, which would 
doubtless have been mosit. edifying, for he seemed of a 
loquacious 't^urn, could I have underst^ood what he said. 
The-country was similar to that we had seen the day 
before, but became less bari’en-looking, and with more 
t^i^ees, as we proceeded. These were principally jujube, of 
which the blossom was very fragrant, and a pleasing 
co:nitrast to the usual poisonous odours of the country.

At the end of our stage we found a groom and couple 
of horses, kindly sent by Sir It. Alcock, for us to ride the 
remaining eighteen miles to Peking^, the relief of wliich 
may be imagined after our former mode of travelliug^. 
For some miles before arriving at the Imperial city, the 
crowd of carts, together with the dust, bore evidence 
that it was the highroad to some large place. At about 
5.30 P.M., on the 15th of June, we reached one of the 
gates, which, with the walls, forms a striking feature for 
some distar^ce. • Standing out of the plain, wiithout any 
other lofty object with which to compare them,*they have 
a very imposing appearance. I cannot say that, when 
inside it, the aspect of the ciity is att^r’aicf^i^v^e. The dust 
smothers everything, till all nature, whether animal or 
vegetable, seems to attain the same dingy hue, outwardly 
and inwardly^.

The British Legation, formerly a palace of one of the 

Imperial princes, is very well arranged for its present 

purpose. The large building, which formerly contained
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the public rooms, is now the mini^-ter’s resldenc«3; and -the 
small, detached houses, of-which there are several in the 
enclosure, are occupied by the secre'taries-and t^liose at
tached t^o the Legat^i^on. A, grand entrance-hall t^o the 
quadrangle, co:ntaining the minister’s apartments, is al- 
t^ered, and built up for public ‘ offces.^ This spoils its 
appearance a good dejal; and so, t^oo, does tile, masonry, 
by which the verandah, from t^he lninister’s rooms to t^he 
di'awi^ig and dining rooms, has been converted into a co
vered passage. But though not picturesque, it must be 
very necessary during the intense cold of winter. The 
building is in the regular Chinese style, wi'th very retrous^se 
coi’ners to the roof, and a great deal of vemiilion paint 
about the pillars, and bright^-coloured borders on the 
walls. Sir B,. and Lady Alcock were at some t^emples 
i^i the hills, about t^welve miles off, but had left orders for 
our reception, and Mr. Wade (the Secretary of Legat^i^on) 
most kindly and hospitably entertained us in his own 
very comfoirtable house. It was a great pleasure to us 
to make his acquaint^ance ; for he is, I believe, universally 
acknowledged to have a better knowledge of China, its 
people, customs, languag^e, and history, than any foreigner 
in the country^.

One great drawback to living i^i Peking must be the 
absence of flowers, and the apparent impossibii^i^ity of 
growing t^^i^e^m. There is no gu’den or pleasure-ground 
att^a^ched to the Legat^i^on. Even the little squares in front 
of the diffei'ent buildings require so much att^ent^i^on, that 
it is doubtful whether the resu^'t is worth it^. In the city 
itself the dust is indescribable. It is not surprising that 
those livi^ig there should never leave the Legation from

fl
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one month’s end to another’. The condition of the streets, 
t^oo, is extraordinary ; they are paved, but the paving

, stones are worn into ruts, nearly up to the axles of the 
.. litt^le carts, and with the recollection fresh in one’s mind 
of these litt^le carts on soft muddy roads, one couldn’t help 
feeling glad to have escaped the same exercise taken over 
stones!

We went one afternoon t^o pay a visit to the best 
curiosi-ty shop, where there were many beautiful things 
ready for those who could purchase them regardless of 
expense. One of the Secretaries of the Legation had a 
rare collection of china, enamel, and jatle-sl^one. Being a 
connoiisseur to a certain extent before he came to the 
country, he soon learnt what was really worth havings, 
though to the eyes of the uninitiated perhaps possessing 
no value. He consec^iuently avoided the misfo^rtune of 
many, \vho buy their knowledge very dear by the pur
chase of a vast amount of rubbish, for which they pro
bably pay as much as they would afterwards, when more 
experienced, give for valuable and beautiful things. Time 
is another great requisite for making a good collection. 
Very often a Chinaman, not being in immediate need of 
money, asks an exorhiii.ant price for somethirig in his 
shop, knowing that even the usual thij’d of his demand 
would not be given by the purchaser ; but if the article 
remains a long t^ime unsold, and the same purchaser ‘ 
returns, and begins bargaining for it—though he may 
not obtain it even then for what he considers its proper 
value—he mosls likely gains a considerable reduction in 
the price, and will probably succeed,\f^irally, in getting it 
for a cornpj^i^^'tively small sum. The best time for making
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purchases is just before the Chinese new year, by which 
day it is a point of honour for every Chinaman to have 
paid his debts. So much so, that he will sell almost 
anything far below its value to enable him to do so. 
With those who cannot free thiemselves from debt at this 
season suicide is a common altemati‘^<e!

But to return to our shop and its owner—a quai:nt 
little old man, very knowing about his goods, and keeping 
the best things hidden away t>ill he began t^o see signs of 
departure, and then slily producing something which he' 
knew would keep us. I confess that I am not an enthu
siastic admirer of ja^de-stone ; it certainly is very pretty, 
but I can hardly understand its enormous money value 
nor appreciate the raptui’es into which its admirers go on 
seeing a particularly good piece. But the enamels, old 
china, bronzes, and carved work, delighted me. Before 
leaving, our old friend gave us some very refreshing iced 
drink, a sort of syrup, and presented me with a painted 
'vliite silk fan, ‘ as a remembrance of my visit to him.'

One day we were treated to a regular Chinese break
fast. Some of their dishes are excellent^. They revei’se 
our order in serving their meals, as in most other tilings : 
they begin wi'th the fruit and sweets, and end with the 
soup. All the dishes remain on the tabl^e, increasing in 
number as the courses are broi^^gl^t; so that, by the t^ime 
the meal is ended, the liable is completely covered. For
tunately, the dishes are about the size of our saucers, so 
that a large number can be placed on a table at once. 
When a dish has been brought in they go on eating from 
it, if they like, all through the meal, whether sweet or sa
voury ; and a Chinaman wishing to do honour to a guest,
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picks something out of any disli with his . own chopstick, 
and hands it ovei- to his friend, either piling his plat^e, 
or letting his friend receive it with his own chopsticks 
— a manauvre requiring great dexterity. Some of the 
best dishes were a preparation of sharks' fins and stur^g^eon- 
bones, which, as well as the birds'-nest soup, are consi
dered very strengt^i^eni^ng. Doubtless they are so ; at 
least, as much as isinglass or gelatine. The beche-de-mer 
is also very good. Px^eserved eggs, such as I mentioned 
our seeing in the shops at Canton, which are eaten after 
having been rolled round with clay and buried for eight 
or nine months, are excel]^(^nt : the white becomes a dark 
green colour, and the flavo^ur is very delicate, like that of 
plovers' eggs. Their hors d’auvres are also much to be 
commended, particularly the lotus root. It is a beautiful 
white colour, and is cut into little lozenges and put in a 
dish at each co^mer of the table : it is very refreshings, 
and cools the mouth wonderfully. Another ‘ zest ' is a 
small dumpling, filled with some very sweet st^uff, which 
is by no means to be despised. The wine sakki is drunk 
hot, out of tiny cups : it is not bad in itself, but is too 
sweet as wine. We were told that we were much too 
hasty in our m.ovements for Chinese ideas of'propriety 
and decorum. With them a meal is as solemn an affair, 
lasts as long, and is as well regulated, as a set English 
dinner ; and is, I daresay, quite as tedious and dull.

In the evening Mr. Wade took us for a walk on the 
magnificent, wide, high ciity walls, whence there is a good 
view over the whole city. It looks much greener, seen 
from this point, than one would believe possible from 
below. As in Canton, every house of any pretension has
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a c^^rtyard, and in it a few The hills -in ’the dis
tance, which we saw but dimly thiough the haze, must 
in the dear wi'uter air be very pretty. From the walls 
there is a good view of the Imperial Palace, with the 
brilliant ‘ Imperial yellow ' toiles of all its buildings. In 
the pleasure-grounds is a small aitrfrcral mound, said to 
be made of coal, on the summi-t of which is a.pavilion, in 
which, about the middle of the seventeenth century, the 
last Emperor of the Ming dynasty comimitted suicide, 
when the rebels were at the gates ofthe city. He had 
previously put all his harem to death, with the exception 
of one princess. The whole of the ci-ty is some-thing- in 
the form of a stumpy X. The Tartar city is nearly a 
square, and in it are the Legat^ions. The walls (on which 
we then -^(jre) are fourteen miles round. Inside the 
Tartar ci-ty is the Imperial city, the -v£il.ls of which are of 
the Imperial yellow hue. Inside t^hi^s, again, is another 
wall, enclosing the precincts of the palace, with a moat 
surrounding it. The cross of the T is the Chinese city, 
which is outside the walls of the Tartar city. It is most 
puzzling trying to find out all about the diffei^-ent nation
alities, and for any one only spending a short time in 
the country, quite impossible to obtain more than a most 
super-ficial knowledge, ei-ther of the government or history 
of this extraordinary people. For this reason, and also 
because there are so many carefully written works, by 
t^hose who have spent years in the country, in which any 
one wishing- for such information can find it, I do not 
attempt an account of the ‘ how, why, and because ' of the 
Tartar army and guard ; nor, indeed, of any of the intri
cacies of history, past or present, interesting though
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they are, even to those unacquainted wi'th the places or 
people.

Upon the walls, over each gate, is a large building 
(guard-house), which, though very fine, high, and im
posing, leave rather an oppressive efife(3c; much as if they 
were gaols. Near one of them is an observatory, which 
is in a state of decay and ruin, like evei’_ythi^ig else : only 
an astrolabe, a globe, and one or two other instruments, 
are still standing on the roof.

On the 18th, about 5.30 a,m., we rode out with Mi'. 
Wade twelve miles t^o the t^emples where Sir It^. and 
Lady Alcock were spending the summer. We lengthened 
our road for the sake of seeing more of the Imperial city, 
and a favourite comer of Mr. Wade’s, where there is a 
fine marble arcli; also a green ditch, which ought to be a 
lake, a few threes, and a litt^le mound with a pagoda on it. 
Altogether, a very pretty oasis-like spot. The dust in 
the city covered everything^, and t^he bright colouring and 
gilding, with which most of the shops are adorned, Was 
quite tarnished and destroyed. The architecture is very 
picturesque. The different signs of the shops are as 
quaint and numerous as they must formerly have been in 
London, and mos't of them had a piece of brigiit-coloured 
doth hanging from the end of the sign, which gave them 
a very festive appearance.

On leaving the city, we had heavy sandy roads until 
we reached the ; some little way up which are the 
temples. Near them, are a few trrees, and a picturesque 
pagoda, supposed to have been erected by the devotees of 
a religion far older than Bhudliisrh, and of 'which hardly 
any tradit^ion remains. One can get into a Bhudhist
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shrine in a chamber formed in .-the lower paiib of the • 
building, by ascending a laddisi'; but this is modem, and 
no one knows what is under or over the chamber. Near 
the ground are some grotesque hobgoblins, flattened by 
the weifght of 't^he building ; but that was the only curi- 
osi'ty I could find.

It was extremely kind of our host and hostess to 
.take us in, for the house was very small and the heat 
grea^t—quite equal to that in Peking, and with the 
additional annoyance of tiny sand-flies, who left one no 
peace. Not coi^-tent, as t^^iose in India, with simply 
impaling t^hemselvts on one’s eyelashes, they also sting 
sharply and unmercifully. Still, to be away from the 
dust and noise of the city was a. great relief. As the 
house only contained one sitting^^i^^^m, the coi^irtyard at 
the back of the house was matted round as a dinir^g^-^i^oom. 
The mats prevented the glare while daylight lasted, and 
as soon as it became dark, Chinese lanterns hung around 
gave plenty of light, and made a pretty scene. The few 
flowers there were, being in the courtyard, wi^h the oft- 
repeated watering of the ground, almost deluded one 
into forgetfulness of the general dryness and sterility 
around^. .

We were only able to stay here two days, as having 
fortunately met a friend at the Legat^i^on, who was on his 
way homie vid Mongolia and St. Petersburg, we were only 
too glad when he and Mr. M., one of the Secretaries, who 
was to accompany him for a certain dist^a^i^ce, asked us to 
join th^e^m. We left the t^emples about 5 a.m. Even then 
the heat was great before we got into Peking. We occu
pied nearly the whole day wi'th arrangements, and in-
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• spected the Mongol ponie.s which were to be our
steeds for the expedit^^on. They were very di^ninut^i^ve, 
and I felt as if I ought to carry mine rather, than be 
carried by him. But the serjeant of the esco:i't who 
was exhibiting t^^e^m, seemed quite indign^s^nt at such a 
suggest^ion, and assured me he was a ‘very good pony 
indeed’ (as certainly he afterwards proved), evidently 
expecting- rapt^uirous admiration for his little skew
bald. ‘ •

For this expedition I will follow my journal as nearly 
as possible, and write it jouimaiL.l-^wis^G^.

21 st June.—We were up at 5 A.M., but not off t^ill 
8.30. Our party coinsi^i^-ted of Messrs. B. and M., ourselves, 
and Mr. M/s retr-iever ‘ Pr-ince,’ a very jolly puppy, at the 
hobbledehoy ’agej-and, like his biped compeers, somewhat 
gauche and undignified in manner, and mightily afraid of 
the horrid Chinese pariahs, who rushed out at every vil
lage wa passed- through, quite prepared to eat him up. 
He, being of, opinion that ‘ discretion is the better pai-t of 
valour,’ soon learned to retreat within reach of his master’s 
protecting whip whenever we neared a village. A very 
handsome litt^le ^Pekingese dog of Mr. B.’s, ‘ Iching ’ (the 
pet nhme.by which the .iEmperor calls his favourite wife), 
at first timid and frightened at European faces, but very 
affectionate, and gradually growing bolder as she became 
more accustomed to thiem ; Mr. M.’s head-servant, cook, 
and groom, our faithful Lucien, a Chinese who looked 
after Mr. B.’s mules and muleteers ; and between whom 
and his master long and animated discussions constantly 
took place, each holding forth in Iris own language ; a 
muleteer to each of our mule-l ’̂tter^s, vehicles some-thing
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like a palanquin, only carried between mules instead of 
on men’s shoulders, like the of PeiSia, and\

some :odd’ men for the baggag'e-mules^. Of tlnffee Mr. B. 
hajd twenty, besides donkeys, which seemed to ‘ t^ul^’n up ’ 
in %11 direct^i^ons, on which the servants ’’ode, and which 
added not a litt^le to the noise mado by the mules and 
t^heir driver’s. Mr. B., being about 6 feet 4 inches high, 
and bi’oad in proport^i^on, had, i^istead of ponie^s^^ a couple 
of huge mules to ride. They are splendid animals ■ here
abouts. Some of t^hiose one sees in^t^^ie streets'are 15| 
or 16 hands high. ' '

We started in the litt^er's, as being better adapted for 
escaping the dust and crowd of the city and subwbis; bu*t 
Mr. M. and I found the motion too much like that of a 
ship, so that riding even in the hot surf seemed pl'efel’a^b]^e. 
I fancy the whole of this .^oiu^itry would be very’l'iatefesE- 
ing to a geoll^c^iis; but, as far as I can learn, n© -professed 
or even amateur geologist has studied it at alk The ■^ast 
plain on which Peking stands bears unmistak^e'able evi
dence of having been submerged. All the stones are 
water-worn; and wherever a section of ground is visible, 
the soil appears in the layers of sand and gravel, wiith 
which one is so familiar in geological charts and diagrams, 
showing 'the various deposits formed in the beds of rivers, 
or the bottoms of lakes, into which rivers have flowed.
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At Ching-ho (the Pure River) five miles out of Peking, 
we breakfast^ed. Hitherto the inns we have seen in China 
have been much smaller, though built on the same prin
ciple as those I described in Manchouria. Consequently, 
wi'th all our own beasts, and any others that may be there 
at the same time, the noise is someithing overwhelming^. 
I am not aware what the technical term is for the shriek 
made by mules, but it is by no means a cheerful sound, 
particularly in the middle of the night. We ate our 
breakfast at this ‘ Old Established Inn of Heavenly 
Hai'mony,’ and then went on twelve miles to Chang-ping- 
chow : a walled city, wi^h some fine trees in and near it, 
and more verdure in the plain than immediately round 
Peking. Here it was that the poor English prisoners, 
Mr. Boulby, ‘Time;?’ correspondent, Mi?. D.■ Norman, 
attacks to Lord Elgin, Major Anderson of Fane’s horse, 
and others, died from the effects of the tortures and 
exposure they underwent in 1860. Just before reaching 
the town we crossed the remains of two remarkably fine 
bridges, composed of enormous blocks of stone, fastened 
together with iron bolts, many of which have been stolen. 
As we were passing through the streets to our inn, a 
respectable-looking Chinaman called out ‘ foreign devils ’ 
after us—one of the only two instances in which we met 
with any incivili-ty during our tour. When Mr. M. 
stopped and reproved him, he shrank away ashamed. 
That ‘he had lost face’ (a Chinese expression, meaning 
that he had been disgra^ced), ‘the devil himself having 
heard and rebuked him,’ was the reproach.

22nd.—After breakfasting and dispatching all our 
goods to Nan-kou we set off for Shi^i-sang-liing—‘the »
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Thiirteen Tombs '—the of thii'teen emperors
of the Ming dynasty. After a ride of five miles, during 
which the heat was intense, we reached a large tr^iumphal 
arch, built in white marble, after the usual Chinese 
fashion, of monuments to the dead. About a mile fui’thei' 

' is • a gateway, standing by itself, built of brick, covered 
with a kind of coarse felt, and then painted red, and tailed 
wi'th Imperial yellow t^il^es, A little way beyond this is 
a large, square buildings, cruciform inside, with an open 
arch at each arm of the cross. In the middle of the 
building is a huge white-marble tori^oise, supporti^ig on 
his back a tablet, bearing an inscription in honour of the 
Empei’ors of the Ming dynasty, and declaring the t^ombs 
t^o have been restored by Chien Lung^. Tire tablet is an 
enormous block, and the top, of it is wonderfully carved. 
Chien Lung was one of the Emperors of the present dy
nasty. He reigned from 1736 to 1796, and was the par
ticular patron of art, From this building you have the 
fi?st view of the tombis; and a grand sight it is. There 
is, to my mind, something really solemn in the sight of 
these thiri^een temples—each one a distinct and separate 
portion of what forms a grand harmonious whole. Lying 
at the base of an amphi^theatre of liills, the vast, lonely plain 
stretching away before them, and no human habitations 
in sight, th^ere is somethhrg in the isolation and soli'tude 

, almost oppressive. The’great yellow-tiled buildings, stand
ing eaclh'in its own- group of trees, are monuments truly 
f^iiting for the Emperors of such a dominion as Cliina.

Immediately outside this building are four enormous 
white-marble pillars, beautifully carved, with dragons 
twining round At the top of the pillars, standing

° z
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out on either side, is something resembling the rostra of 
old Roman pibal’s. After these comes the avenue itself of 
gigantic beasts hewn in stone : it is about thre^e^- quarters 
of a miile long. Two lions sitting, t^wo standing ; t^wo 
chih-ling* sitting, t^wo standii^n? 5 and in the same order 
camels, elephants, hippog^riifs, horsesi; then t^wo warrio^r^,' 
armed to the teeth, in ancient costume, with t^er'i-rfic 
Medusa-like heads on their breasslbts; t^w^o warr’i^ors, with 
swords sheathed, hands folded, and calm, peaceful counte
nances : eight courtiers complete the figures, and the 
avenue itself ends with another triumphal arch.

We rode thu^ough the avenue, and it was singular to 
see the terror of our animals at their stony bret^hren^. 
The ponies were frightened, but Mr. B.’s mule positively 
refused to go t^hr’ough them, and had to be led a long 
way round before he would pass at all. Here we again- 
took to our littser’s, and leaving the main road—once 
magnificent, and with splendid bridges over t^wo rivers, 
but now utterly dilapidated, the rivers dried up, the 
bridges broken down—we proceeded about two miles to 
the largest of the t^ombs : that of the Emperor Yung^-lo, 
the third of the Ming dynasty, but the fi^i’st buried her^e. 
He it was who moved the capi'tal from Nanking to Peki^ng^. 
The last of the dynasty, as I mentioned before, coim^ittted 
suicide, but all the rest were buried here.f

* A fabulous beast, unicorn, with mane and cleft hoofs, said to appear 
once in ten thousand yeairs: the last time was at the birth of Confucius. 
Known to curiosity-hunters as, and commonly spelt, ‘ Kyling.'

j The present dynasty has its burial-place about a hundred miles 
from Peking, at Tung-ling, ‘ the Eastern Tombs.' No foreigner is allowed 
to visit the places; but, from what I was told of having been observed 
from a hill near, it must be constructed on the same plan as the Ming 
tombs, with an avenue of figures and triumphal arches.
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Wlien we arrived at the tomb, it was a long time 
before we could get the keys of the entrance-gate. 
Parched with the i^itense heat, we had to wait under 
what shade a few lignum vit^oc t^i’ees affoirded ; and i^r the 
meantime att^i’oicted the curiosiity of a few labourers, who 
straggled up from the surrounding fields to stare at us. 
At last, both keys and water appe<air^d; and after quench
ing our own thirsty, and that of the poor dogs, we pro
ceeded t^o examine the building^. It is magnificent, and 
in such fine proportion, that at f^rrst one hardly realises 
the vastness of its dimensions. On entering the gate, 
which is painted vermilion, tailed with the Imperial yellow, 
we found ourselves in a courtyard, full of trees of various 
kinds—oak, fir, persimon, walnut, lignum vit^se, and a 
small yellow pagoda standing amongst them to our 'rights. 
At the end of the corirtyard is a very ridily-cta^’ved marble 
teri'a^ce, and steps : the latter are on either side of a hroad 
slab of marble, carved with dragom^; which is for the 
spii^-iit to ascend! The steps lead to an open courts, 
whence you descend by a simdar terr’a^ce and steps into 
another coinir^j^JU’d; crossing which, a triple terr’ace and 
three fliights of steps, exquisitely carved in marble, lead 
into an enormous hall, about 212 feet long by 110 wide. 
The roof is supported by pillars formed of the single 
trunks of huge trees, of some ‘ precious southern wood.:’ 
what it was we were unable to discover.

In this hall is a small platform, raised four steps and 
railed roniKl; and inside the railing are an altar, and a 
shrine containing a Confucian tablet, wiith the record in 
gold characters, on a vermilion ground, ‘ To the memory 
of our deified ancestor, Wen ’ (pronounced ‘Wun ’). The
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name Wen being that under which the Emperor, whose 
reign was known by the style of ‘ Yung-lo,' was canonized.

The arrangement of the Imperial names is very cu
rious, When an heir to the t^hione is bom, he receives a 
name like any other Chinese chilli; when he ascends the 
t^hj^one this name is no longer used, hut a ‘ style ' is in- 

dvieni^ed for his reign, by winch he is after'wards kn^own. 
At his death he receives divine honours, and is canonized 
by another new name. On the Emperor’s accession, not 
only is his first name no longer used for himself, but the 
character which represents it is struck out of the Dic- 
i^ionaries, and mutilated in such a way that it may never 
be used again at all. While reigning lie is ‘ the Emperor,’ 
and after death receives his new name; so that, p>eT'sonally, 
the name of his childhood is no longer required, and for 
literature it would be desecration to use it in the same 
form as when he bore it before his accession.

The character under which Yung-lo was canonized 
means Letters or Literatur^e^.

In front of the shrine is a large altar’, on which stand 
the five Bhudhistic offerings ; viz. t^wo plates of fruit, two 
candles, and a large incense-burner in the cenire. Passing 
out of this hall, and descending a triple teinace of carved 
marble, as on entering, we came into another courtyard, 
among the trees of which are two miniature shrines, en
tirely built of yellow toiles. In the middle of the comr-t- 
yard is a wonderfully carved altar, composed of five large 
stones, or blocks of st^one, covering a stream of water, 
which is generally flowing, but ^of which, when we were 
t^her^e, in consequence of the extreme and long-coi^itinued 
drought, there were only tr^a^c.es. This coiuirtyard led to
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a tower on the hill behind the buildings, t^o which you 
ascend by a sloping, paved tunnel. From t^he top of t^he 
tower t^here is a fine view of t^he coun-tiry—t^he vast plai^i, 
the fine outlines of the somew^hat baiTen-looking hills, 
and the green tiee-tops and bright yellow toiles immedi
ately below. At the top of the tower is a chamber con
taining a very liu’ge marble tablet, wi'th a somewhat 
similar inscription to that on the. small one in the hall.* 
Behind the tower is an enormous art^i^ficial mound, and in 
it reposes the body of the Emperor. Where, no one 
knows, as much mystery attends the interment. There 
are many caverns in the mound, hut in which of them 
rest the sacred bones remains a secrete.

We had no t^ime to see any of the other tombs. They 
are all on the same principle, this being the finest and 
best preserved. There were many pretty and curious 
beetles in one’of the courtyards, winch greatly delighted 
Mr. B., who was col]^ecti^ig insects, and went about armed 
with instruments of tortur’e, and bottles of deadly poison 
enough to exterminate the whole race!

On leaving the tombs we pursued our road in a 
W^S3t^(5rly direction, over rough, rocky ground, to Nan-kou, 
a small t^own, with some fine, rugged hills standing up 
behind it. We took up our abode at an inn at the foot 
of the hills, where the air was much cooler and fresher 
than in the t^own it^self. Soon after our arrival a man 
with baskets of apricots and white mulberries came into 
the inn-yar^d^. These were very refreshing after the hot, 
dusty ride. While we were si'tting round our dim, tallow 
candles after dinner, a dirty, half-ti^psy-looking man came 
in, and going down humbly upon his knees, craved about
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t^wo inches of one of the candles burning on the table, 
decljaring that it was the only cui’e for some dreadful 
disease in his stomach from which he was suffering ! As 
may be supposed he was speedily ejected.

23rd.—We had to get up at about 3.30 a.m., but the 
mules were not p)Jicked and harnessed till nearly six 
o’clock. After a very hot, sultry night, the breeze through 
the Nan-kou Pass, where our road lay, was pleas;^nt and 
r^efreshing. I say ‘ road,’ but it is too great a compli
ment to call it so. It is, apparently, the course of a 
mountain-torrent, through now only a tiny stream mns 
thi^ough. the middle of it. The mules have to 'scramble 
the whole way over huge boulder stones. The moun- 
tai^is on ei'ther side of the pass were sometimes very fine. 
The road rises steadily to within five li (If mile) of Cha- 
taou, which is f^lTteen miles from Nan-kou, so we also had 
occasional glimpses of distance as well as t^he pass scenery^* 
There were some picturesque t^emples, surrounded by 
tr^ees, on our road. One of them dedicated to Kwan t^i, 
the god of war. We-<ilso passed a fortified town, in 
which an archway remains, dating from the Mongol 
dynasty, with an inscription on it in six languages,— 
Chinese, Thibetan, Arabic, Sanscrit, Manchou, and Oui- 
gour, the most ancient form of the Mongol. The quaintest- 
looking bas-reliefs of that period were also carved on it, 
but being in my litter I could not make out what they 
were intended t^o represents. At the top of the pass there 
is a square of fortified walls, called Pa-ta-ling (eijght great 
peaks); eight low hills are contained within the walls. 
The inside is in ruins. Cons-tantly recurring along the 
road are cone-like erections, built of mud and white-
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washed, looking much like large sugai’-loaves. They are, 
always five in number, and are generally painted with 
rude representat^ions of bats, tigers, or other wild beasts. 
When Mr. M. tiavelled this road before, he asked three 
Chi^iamen the meaning of them, and from each received a 
difTensinb answer. One said they represented five li of road ; 
the second, that they were a charm to keep off wolves and^ 
tigera; the third, that they were some Bhudhistic em
blems. Mr. M. imagines the third reason given to be 
most probable, and that they represent the five usual 
Bhudhistic offejrings as generally seen on altar^s.

At Cha-taou we breakfasted, and t^hen went on rather 
more than fifteen miles to Hwai-lai-hsien, where, at the 
‘ Inn of Widely-dispersed Righteousness^,’ we dined and 
slept. The jujube-tl^ees along our road were numerous, 
and scented the ah delightfully. There must have been 
a fine bridge at the entrance of the pretty litt^le t^own, 
judging by the remains now left. At this t^ime of year, 
Wien the crops are bright and young, and t^he foliage of 
the trees enlivens the mud walls, these frowns are rather 
prett^ty; but they must be as dreary as Nieu-chuang or 
Tientsing, when the crops are off the ground, and every
thing of the same dull mud tint^. '

The 24tk was not a very interesting day’s march. 
Ten miles of stony, dusty, barren road, brought us to a 
little village, where we breakfasted at the ‘ Inn of Lofty 
Sound.’ In the afternoon we had another ten miles of 
much the same kind of road, but gradually rising, and 
approaching the hills. These, however, were almost hid
den by the dust which a thundel'-stolm was blowing 
across them. We slept at Hsin-paou-ngan, where the
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•^itmosphere was very sultry, and poisoned by the bad 
smells of t^he t^own.

25 th.—Seventeen miles of sandy plain to Hsin-iang- 
shiu-pu, the road running beside the Yang-ho (Sheep 
river). Hills of int^ense sterility, but fine outline, on either 
side. One of t^^em, close to the t^own, of a fine conical 
^hape and very steep, possesses these legends. A certain 
pi’ince, during some war, engaged to thi’ow a bridge across 
the river in a single nights. The cock crew, and the 
bridge was unfinished. The prince, in despair, threw 
himself into the river, and his widow built a t^emple on 
the summi^fc of Clii-ming-chan (Monnt of the Singing 
Hen, or Cockcrow HtiT^), called Ni-ni-miaou, so that she 
might ever- remain in sight of the spot. Five priests 
even now reside in this templle; but everything, to the 
very water they drink, has to be brought up the steep 
ascent. The other legend states that a young lady, 
having promised her hand in marriage to whichever of 
her many suitors should accomplish the same feat (of 
building the bridge in a single nights), erected the 
temple for a similar reason when her favoured lover, 
having in like manner failed, hid himself and his defeat 
beneath the flowing wat^ei^s^. It may be as well to state, 
that though these legends are given in an old work of 
the seventeenth century, by one T. Law, and quoted by 
Mr. Michi, who has recently published his travels thr^ough 

- China, none of the Chinese Lnow anything about them.
As we proceeded, our road became merely a track cut 

thu’ough solid rock, over which the mules managed to 
keep their feet wonderfully. Before leaving the sandy 
plain, we had noticed many large 'pieces of madrepore
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lying about, and now came upon the region of coal. We 
met many mules and donkeys laden wi’th the coal, which 
is said to be very fine. We had no oppoo^l^un^’ty of judging 
of its merits. The mining process is remarkably simple. 
A hole is dug in the side of the hill—if coal appears 
wi-thin a certain distance it is taken out; if not, another 
hole is tried a little further off, leaving the surface of the 
hill wi'th the appearance of having been prepared for tli? 
reception of plants or shrubs.

Our afternoon’s ride was suffocc^i^i^ingly dusty to Hsuen- 
hwa-fu, a’ large t^own, where we put up at an inn rejoicing 
in the tittle of ‘Precious Perfection.’ Though not quite 
realising that idea, it was clean and t^idy, with numerous 
car-toons, hearing happy omens and sentences of cheerful 
import, hung round the rooms and painted on the walls. 
We had hoped to have obtained some ice at this large 
place, hut, on inquiring for it, were informed that the 
ice-house was not opened till the sixth day of the sixth 
month : so that, however hot the weather, until the 16th 
of July (the Chinese new year being in February), no ice 
could be procured. Tradition versus comfoor^ is the rule 
in China. Diming the great heat which prevails at t^his 
season these Chinese inns cannot be consi»dered comforrt- 
able abodes. The visitors’ rooms are often in close prox
imity to the servants’ quarters and kitchen, whence the 
odours are detestable : while at nights, the co:nj^itant chat
tering and movement among’ the Chinese, added to the 
oppressive and disagreeable atmosphere, render sleep out 
of the quest^i^on.

26th.—A ride of thir’teen miles through a desert-like, 
sandy plain, with one little bright band of green marking
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the course of the river, brought us to a Pass between 
walls of lava-like rock, with the remains of a very fine 
paved road ascending it^. On reaching the t^op, we found 
ourselves wi^thin sight of the Great Wall of Chiim; or, 
rather, of the numerous towers built upon it. The wall 
itself, at this part, is much ruined, and seldom visib^le; 
but upon almost every peak of the mountain range which 
fiere bounds the view stands a t^ower, by which one can 
tr^ace its course. People who have visited the Ming t^ombs 
often say that they have seen the Great Wall; but this 
is a mistake. There are many walls, or portions of wall, 
buil^t like outworks of the Great Wall, in that neigh
bourhood ; but the actual wall cannot be seen in this 
direction before arriving here. Stretching away to the 
foot of the mountains was a plain, wi'th clumps of ti’ees 
dispersed over b;; indicating the presence of groups of 
houses, or a small village. In one of tliese, Maou-yu-lin, 

. we breakfasted at an unusually clean inn, with the comrt- 
yard covered in with mat^'ti^n?; which formed a grateful 
shade after the glare and dust.

After a ride of ten miles in the same dust and heat, 
we arrived in the evening' at Chang-chia-k6u (in Mongol, 
£ Khalgan ’'f, a large ■ town, just inside the wall. A tr'e^ 
mendous thu^nderst^or^n, which we fortunately escaped, 
had turned the street down whi(^li-the road to our inn 
lay, into a river, wherein all the juvenile population were 
disporting themselves, paddling about up to their knees, 
and apparently in a state of entire enjoyment. The real 
river, which runs beside the town, we crossed by a very 
fine seven-arch bridge, with fruit and animals carved al
ternately at the top of each stone upright of the parapets.
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A wooden archway, with two square stone pillars on the 
inside, stands at either end.

27th.—Our ‘Inn of the Five "^oc^d^’ boasted but 
scanty accommodation, t^hough apparently much fre
quented. Fortunately for us in our small rooms the 
storm had cleared the air, or the heat would have been 
insufferable.

All this day pr^ocessions were passing by, going to a 
temple outside ■ the city, to pray for rain. It appeared 
to be a service of humiliat^ion, for many of t^hose forming 
the procession woi'e the kanjg: a wooden hoard, worn 
round the neck by criminals. Others wore wreaths, 
and carried banners, arms, a sort of small halberd, small 
shrines wi'th figures of Bhudha, and various other thi^igs. 
Droning instruments of the bagpipe kind were playing 
the whole time. In the afternoon we took a walk though 
neatly-kept kitchen-gardens outside our inn, which is not 
in the actual town, to the river, now a mere stream; from 
the other side of which the view of the mountains and 
Great Wall towers on one side, and the town and hand
some bridge on the other, was very good.

We remained here three days. Mr. B. was here t^o 
have left us, en route for Bussia across the Steppes ! but 
he changed his mind, and agreed to continue sharing our 
foirtunes for the next few days, as we then hoped to reach 
Johol, the Imperial hunti^ig’-ground. But his camel
drivers, who were to have met him here, had decamped, 
and taken the camels with them.. Other arrangements 
had, t^^^eu^ejfore, to he discussed wi'th the Russian agent 
who resides here. This gentleman -jame to breakfast one 
morning^. As he spoke neither English, French, nor Ger-
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man, it was fortunate that Mr. M. could speak a litt^le 
Russian, or they would have had to converse in Chinese : 
a somew^h^-t roundabout way in which for Euiopeans to 
communicate their ideas.

This halt was an oppoirtuniity for setting various littsle 
matters t^o rights in our t^i^a^v^elling geai*. Wa^s^^e^iw^omen 
were, of course, not t^o be found on our road, and Mr. B. 
improved the occasion by att^empting some laandly'-^wol■k. 
The resu^'t was, that white silk pocket-handkerchiefs re
appeared beautifully mottled magenta, having been washed 
wi'th fiannel-i^lhLrts of that colour. I was hardly more 
fortunat^e. Pocket-h^a^ndk^e^lx^hi^efs were all that I at
tempted, but their appearance was not admirable, as the 
only subs-ti-tute for ironing that Lucien coi^ild devise was 
to put t^hem between the kang and a board, and si-t upon 
them ! I was more successful in the manufacture of a 
crochet-needle out of a bit of bamboo, and, by its help, of 
some wicks for a spirit-lamp belonging to Mr. B.’s coffee
pots. The latter art^icle was a great stand-by, and always 
furnished one satisfactory incident in our meal, however . 
•mejagre our fare might otherwise be. Tea was the only 
thing we were sure of finding in the Chinese inns. 
Having t^o carry every single thing wi'th us, it was very 
desirable to be co^-tent wi'th as little as possible ; and we 
t^h^er^e^fore trusted as much as we dared to the food of the 
country, and were sometimes placed on very short com
mons in consequen^ce. ’

Here, too, we renewed the spi^-il^ for the lamp. For 
an old and experienced tr’a^veller, Mr. B. had a wonderful 
way of letting tubings -t^ake care of thiemselves. Every 
morning his muleteer appeared with his arms filled with
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an o'imni'um, gatherum, comprising various toilette and 
scientific articles—chloroform, papers of pins, boxes for 
beetles, bottles of spirits for reptiles, and many others. 
These were all put higgledy-piggledy at the bottom of 
his mule--ltt€^e; the resul-fc being, that corks were lost, 
spiri^t evaporated, and other mishaps occurred. It is 
but fair to add that their owner’s equanimi^ty was never 
disturbed, nor Iris good temper ruffled, whatever incon
venience or discomfoiri he was subjected t^o.

One day it poured with rain till the evening, when 
we got out to the banks of the river, now not to be 
crossed on foot. It was flowing fast, the colomr and con
sistency that of pea-soup. ‘ Pri^n^ce,’ however, greatly 
enjoyed a bathe in it, except when, in his excitement 
and delight, he poked his nose under the water, and 
withdrew it, spluttering and shaking, with his mouth full 
of mud. •

30 th,—Up very early, hoping to be off by four o’cloo^lk; 
but the muleteers, who were at another-inn, did not make 
their appearance till five, and it was just six o’clock 
before we startled. To those accustomed to ti^avelling in 
India and Ceylon, where the arrangements for marching 
are almost perfect, these cn^i^itant delays, and the neces
sity of always accompanying the baggage and muleteers, 
together with the diffi^i^ul-ty of urging on the latter, are 
most trying and wearisome.

We did get off at last, and passing through the gat^es, 
which are on the Wall, left China Proper behind us, and 
entered Mongo^i^ia—‘ Outside the Mouth,’ as the Chinese 
call it. The Russian agent’s house was on our road, a 
little way beyond the gate. He had very kindly prepared
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tea for us, and ■ was waiting to ask us in as we passed; 
but, on accoun-t of the lateness of tbe hour, we could not 
accep't bis hospitality, and pushed on as quickly as pos
sible over a dull, sandy road, bounded, on either side, by 
steep, rugged hills of indescribable barrenne^ss. The air 
was fresh and cool after the rain, and a. delicious breeze 
was blowing down the pass, giving us a foretaste of the 
air on the plateau. About ten miles of a gradual ascent 
brought us to Tu-'tii^ng: a mos^ miserable little village of 
mud huts, cut out of the side of the barren hill; on wliich 
stood thi-ee stunted tirees, the sole representatives of ve- 
getat^i^on. As far as I could see, the huts were entirely 
scooped out of the sandy ground, not built at all. Here, 
in a small ■ shabby inn, at some litt^le distance beyond the 
village, we halted for breakfasts. Hitherto we had always 
found chairs in the Chinese inns, but here there were 
nm^<e; neither did we meet with th^em again until we 
returned t^o China Proper. We ascended, almost im
mediately after leaving Tu-ting, by a very steep road 
to the plateau. So steep is the ascent, that horses are 
kept at the foo^ to help in drawing the carts, hundreds of 
which pass up and down daily, to a ledge about halfway 
up, where stands a temple of Kwan-ti (the god of Wai). 
On arriving at this point pious carters deposit offerings 
after a successful ascents. From this temple there is an 
extensive view over the plain, which was, after the rain, 
clear and bright in colouring. On arriving at the top the 
climate is delightful, the air fresh, pure, and invigorating, 
blowing across a boundless sea of verdur’e, with low, un- ' 
dulating hills in every direction; and scented with the 
daphne and wild t^hyme, which covered the plain. We
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mounted our ponies at the top of the hid; and they too, 
revived by the breezes of their native downs, stepped out 
briskly ahead of the mules. But we longed for Arabs' 
instead of our Mongol ponies, t^o gallop over the springy, 
perfumed turf, with no sound near but the larks, which 
were singing, high in the air, out of our sights. That first 
evening on the plateau was worth all the heat and dust 
of the journey from Peking. The boundless plain, the 
perfume of the flowers, the song of the bh’cls, 'and the 
delicious pure air, combined in producing an indescribable 
feeling of happiness in oneself, and charity t^owards one’s 
neighbour^. We passed hundreds of carts, laden with 
gypsum, going down to China to return with tea. A good 
deal of the commo;ner kind of t^ea, imported for Mongolia 
and Russia, is pressed into packages about t^he size of 
bricks, and much resembling in appearance coarse t^objusco. 
In some parts of the coi^^irtry this brick tea is.the current 
coin. Large sums are paid by so many briclks; smaller 
ones by cutting off a portion of the brick, which often has 
a hole pierced through it, by which it is slung round the 
Wxii^t of the possessor^.

We passed t^wo or three Mongol camps, with their 
‘ yorts ’ looking like gigantic hen-coops, covered with dark
coloured felt. But we rested for the night at a Chinese - 
village, and the name of our inn was that of ‘ The Abun
dance sent from Heaven.’ No one without seeing it 
can have any idea how strange the Chinese villages look 
on the vast green- plain. The Mongol ‘ yorts ’ seem in 
character and keepi^i^n?; but the mud walls and houses of 
the Chinese settlements look like children’s Dutch toys, 
in light, brown, unvarnished wood, arranged in a group in

«
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the middle of a billiard-ta^h^l^e. The inn-yard ' was soon 
filled with Mongols, who came to stare at us. Ugly, 
dirty, rough-looking savages. The fair' sex - with their 
hair tightly plaited, and put up in a sort of hoop on either 
side of the face, with glass-beads hanging a long fringe 
over the ; silver oi’naments, coins, and anything
one likes to imagine, run through their hai’. One young 
lady came and watched me ' writing my journal with great 
interest and astonishment^. She was rather pretty, had 
very good eyes, a bright olive complexion, and beautiful 
teeth, which she showed conspicuously when laughing^.

• Fi^om the amount of jewellery she wore we concluded 
that she must be a great heiress.

_ lsi July.—Left Shi-pa-li-tai, after a goodnight’s rest, 
in the fresh cool air, and had a delightful ride along the 
plain to Pai-maou-'tze-'ta—a mixed Chinese and Mongol 
camp. Thgre were numbers of rats and jei’boas (small 
animals of the kangaroo species) on the plain, after one of 
which we had an exciting gallop. ‘ Prince put him up, 
but was far t^oo clumsy to follow the marvellous doubling 
of this little creature, as he sprang away wi'th great leaps 
at full speed. He was a long way from his hole, but by 
working in zigzag at this pace, soon reached it, sat on the

• edge for one moment, laughing at us, and then popped 
down like a shot, having well earned his life and liberty. 
We also saw one hare, and the larks were as numerous 
and loud as ever. We breakfasted in a Chinese house 
—a very dirty one, wi'th a hard kang to sit on, a grimy 
old woman helping or hindering the coolking going on 
close to our room, and some grand ladies staring at us. 
They had evidently put on the whole of their war'drobe
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four'the occasion, and the result defies description. They 
woi’e.over aU a long, loose blous^e^, of Chinese silk, a good 
deal ■ embroidered in pai-ts, and with one long stripe of 
embroidei’y hanging down the middle of the back. The 
coififui'e was what I have before described, but with even 
more ornaments hung about it. On their heads they 
wore mandarin hats, someibhing like a ‘ pork-pie,’ but far 
more gorgeous, with a red tassel, ‘ and little round butt^on 
a--to]3!'

Their ordinary apparel appears to resemble that of 
t^he Bhooteans, of whom it is said a man ‘ is so many 
coats old,’ a coat lasting a certain period, and when an
other is put over the old one, a new era having com
menced! For both men and women the long, loose, 
Wndded dressing-gown appears to be the usual costume. 
Some are made of sheepskin, and the men wear trousers 
of the same, with the wool inside or outside, according to 
the season.

Eight miles that evening brought us t^o Pan-shan-tu, 
where we took up our abode in a place that would have 
amused most of our friends at home, if they could have 
taken a peep at us thr^ough Fortunatus’ glass. Our 
spacious banqueting-hall, which was also my father’s 
room, was a cow-]h<^iu3(5! out of which we had turned two 
unfoirbunate little calves, who did not at all understand 
our dislike to their society. In one comer was a pile of 
unbaked bricks, and on the top of the pile various oil-jars, 
of which the odour was by no means agreeable, and some 
blocks of wood, wi^h iron spikes, which formed the 
candelabra of the establishments. In another comer were 
six spare cart^-wheels, and a pile of wooden.pit^chforks.

1 A A
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The wall, against which was suspended a hanging shelf, 
was adorned with old clothes, hats, boots, baskets, vege- 
t^a^bles, dried herbs, grass, hemp, and bunches of onions. 
We had seats, but to make use of them put one’s powers 
of balancing t^o the test. They consisted simply of a 
piece of branch, smoothed off a litt^l^e, and fixed on four 
legs, like a woo(^-^(^utetter’s block, the legs by no means 
necessarily of the same length, nor firmly fastened. My 
room opened into t^his one, and seemed to be a sort of 
store-rroom, principally filled with the fuel of the estab
lishment,—skins, oil-jars, green hide, sieves, and rolls and 
bundles of very greasy, dirty, winter clothing^. Messrs. 
B. and M. had a small room in the vici^i^y of the kit^chen. 
The people in these out-of-the-way regions are much 
more civil and pleasant than in the large Chinese frowns. 
There sometimes they annoyed us much by crowding into 
the inn-yard to stare, which was very disagreeable to more 
senses than one. But here we met with no annoyance 
whatever. The cattle-yard was just outside our rooms, 
and when we requested that the animals might be moved 
further off, the man who was driving them rather ques
tioned whether t^here was another place in which to be
stow them conveniently. When t^old, after a litt^le demur 
on his part, that the gentleman thought it would keep 
him awake all night, if /he had so much noise close by, 
he answered quite civilly, ‘ Oh! well, if the gentleman 
can’t sleep, that; ’s another matter,’ and turned them out 
at once, though wi^h an expression of great astonishment 
on his counten^a^r^cje.

It was most amusing to see Lucien’s face as we arrived 
at the various degrees of rough, rougher, and roughest
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inns on our road. A sort of half-wonder why people, 
who might stay quietly at home if they chose, should 
wander about in such discomfort, and put themselves into 
the holes and corners of the woidd; and at the same time 
a half-condescending, half-pitying determination that^, 
since we were so foolish, he would do his best^, under 
all adverse circumstan^ces, to improve ' matter's. Bight 
well he worked on all occasions, only now and then giving 
way to a little quiet sarcasm. In such a climate, how
ever, everything is bearable, and most tilings are enjoyable. 
In the jplain, where one is almos^t sulfocc^lted in the small, 
close inns, the scenery must be very interesting or beau
tiful to compensate for so much di3col^fopr; but on the 
plateau it is as diffei'ent as possible.

2nd.—Bode ten miles to breakfast at Ei’li-t^ao-wah, 
an entirely Mongol camp. On our way we had rather an 
amusing int^er^view with a Llama.* Mr. B.’s mule had 
proved a very bad one : he was obs-tinate and ill-tem
pered, and had, moreover, a sore back ; so that ' his master 
generally walked about half the distance he ought to 
have been carried. One of his first exploits had been to 
lie down in the middle of the road, wi^h his master on 
his back—a tr'ick he repeated once or twice during his 
Journey ; consequently Mr. B. was anxious, if possible, to 
get rid of him, and find a horse strong’ enough to carry 
him. Soon after leaving Pan-shan-tu, a clerical gentle
man, dad in sheepskin, riding a very stl^png-lpoleing cob, 
came up, and entered into co]^■v(^lls^ll^t(pr; in the course 
of which it appeared that he was willing to part wi'th

* The Mongols, like tlic Tliibetians, profess tho Llama worship. 
Their priests are called Lla^ias. .
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the horse upon certain conditions. Mr. B., ther^e^fore, 
commenced bai’tering—always a very unsatisfactoi’y bu
siness. In the course of conversation the Llama, and 
a friend who had joined the party, t^wice galloped off in 
great indignation at the idea of the possibil^'ty of parting 
with the horse for less than the sum fi^^’st named. 
However, each time they wheeled round and the bar
gaining was resumed. The horse was shown off, gal
loped round and round to show his paces, and finally an 
agreemei^^t was made. The Llama was to receive 15 taels, 
and Mr. B. the horse. Mr. B. produced his mopey-bag, 
counted out the money, and gave it to the Mongol. But 
it was not in labels, and he would have nothing to say to 
it; how could he tell the quality of the raw silver ? He 
was assured that the silver was pure, and a dollar was 
added to ensure his getting the full value. Much arguing 
and squabbling ensued, but at last he gave way, took the 
money, and Mr. B. the horse. The mule was then relieved 
of his saddli^; but it was scarcely put upon the new steed 
when the sporting gentleman of clerical profession re- 
tumed, money in hand, declaring it to be short, and posi- 
t^ively refusing to let the horse go, again took forcible 
possession of him. Mr. M. was very wroth at t^his, and 
declared that, if the money were short, one ofThem must 
have made away with it; and tlierefore, to shame them 
if possible, the attendant was searched on the spot. There 
was no money found on him, and the silver was not shorts. 
Thus ended the transaction; for Mr. M. informed his 
rever^ence, that after such conduct he would not buy the 
horse from him, even if offered for one dollar?.

The Mongol seat on horseback us most extraordinary.
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Their saddles are very high at both pommel and cantle, 
and they sit with one leg quite straight and the other 
foi^-ming a hook, by which they hold on to thei^* horses. 
It looks as if the slightest swerve on the part of the horse 
must unseat them : but they are as firm as a rock, almost 
live in the saddle, and generally go ei-ther at the sort of 
shuffl^-^-trot or full gallop, which are the natural paces of 
the horses.

At Erh-ta^o-wa we had a taste of yort life. The yorts, 
as I said before, look like gigantic hen-coops, and are 
much the same in co^isitructi^on. A framework of wood 
in t^i'el^lis, fastened with leather knots, is covered with 
thick, coarse felt; a hole being left at the top by which 
the smoke escapes, and light and fresh air find entrance : 
but in case of rain a piece of felt is also drawn over it. 
In some cases the earth is thrown up round the bottom 
of the yort, to the height of a few inches, which com
pletely excludes air and damp from below. The fireplace 
is a large, raised, mud basin, in the middle of the yort; 
and the bat,t,e-rie de cuisine consists of one large, rather 
shallow, iron pan, in which everything is cooked for the 
whole family. Our yort, being an hotel, was cleaner than 
those inhabited by the Mongols t^h^emselves. They live 
en ^a/mille; poultry, sheep, and calves included. But I 
was rather taken with the abode when they had swept it 
out, and laid down clean white fel-t on the ground for us 
to sit on. It must have been about eight or nine feet in 
diameter, but a good deal of room was taken up by large 
chests all round it; and I should judge it to have been 
the dairy of the encampment, from the number of jars 
coint^aining a kind of curd, of which the smell was so very
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sour, that it could only be for the making of future 
cheeses. Of course we had no chairs, and our tables were 
like wooden footst^ools, which just held a plate and knife 
and fork for two persons. Our breakfast was a strange 
cointrast to the place in which it was eaten— 
saucisses trujfes, pdte d’alouettes, haricots _^^a^gj^olets, eggs, 
fresh milk (the only time we had milk at all), and clarets. 
It was not quite so recherche as it sounds, for thinned 
stores are but poor substitutes for the original ; and very 
fortunate we had thought ourselves in finding this -supply, 
which a tio^veller, wishing to lighten his baggage, had 
left with the Russian agent at Chang-chia-kou. Bread, 
as we know it, is unheard of here; neither can one always 
get the substitute, ‘ laopings,’ a sort of girdle-cake fried 
in oil, which, when well made and hot, are good, but are 
often much the reverse.

The principal individuals among our Mongol friends 
were two ladies, one old, the other young, who were per
petually coming in and out, on some excuse or other'. 
The younger was really pretty, her hands remarkably so. 
She appeared fully alive to her att^ia^ct^i^vmness, put herself 
into att^it^uc^es, and gave herself airs and graces like the 
veriest cogiueitte, while she sat on the door-sill, stitching 
away at the sole of a boot. She presently brought her 
husband to smoke his pipe and stare at the stra^ng^er’s, 
and then sent him off full speed on a rough Mongol pony, 
scouring across the plain to do her behes^t in some other 
direction, quite as if she were head and chief of that 
household, at any rate. She came into the yort, and 
watched me washing my face, and examined my sponge 
with the greatest astonishment, which she expressed by
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a very quaint little gutt^ural sound in her throat. I was 
afraid to give her my sponge lest ,she might copy my pro
ceedings, and the conseiquent t^i^a^n^sformation be attributed 
t^o wi^ch<^i’£af!

Just before leaving, there was a furious scene bet^ween 
our servants and these t^wo strong-minded dames. Having 
already received about double what they were entitled to, 
they still demanded much more, and a regular fight, ac- 
co'mjpanied by much scol<ding and vocife:rating^, ensued. 

•The coqiuette here appeared in quite a new character, 
and became a perfect drag^oness. So irate was she, that, 
in her indignation and passion, she even snatched away a 
basin of water that had just been brought to ‘ Prince,’ • 
lest she should not be paid for it; nor, until her at
tention was drawn to some more urgent demands upon 
her wrath, could the servants restore to the poor dog his 
very inexpensive beverag^e.

Fears of a thnnderst^OI’m, which seemed impending, 
kept us here rather late in the afternoon, and a very long 
ride of seventeen miles we had to Chang-ma-tze-ching-erh 
(the name almost as long as the villager); a Chinese en
campment, with the dirtiest and roughest hovel of an inn 
We had yet seen. The most miserable labourer’s cottage 
in England would be a palace, and cleanly, in comparison. 
I should doubt whether the rooms had ever been swept 
from the day they were built, from the accumulation of 
egg-shells, garlic, and other equally disagreeable remains _ 
of Chinese feasts.

On our road to this place we saw upon the low,* un
dulating hills several hwang-yang (antelopes), which 
scampered off on perceiving our approach. The plain was

    
 



360 CHINA.

covered with flowers, and in some places golden with 
water-ranunculus growing in pr^ofusion. Pat^ches of a 
small, deep purple orchis formed a beautiful coi^-trast of 
colour.

3rd.—Left Chang-ma-tze-ching-erh about 8 a.m. On 
arriving at a village called Lien-hwa-tan, some seven or 
eight miles off, where, at the door of the inn-yard, we saw 
the carcase of a goat hanging, we thought it better to 
breakfast, as we might not meet wi'th fresh meat again 
for some t^ime, even if we found a village on our road. 
It is surprising, on seeing the kitchen of a Chinese in^i, 
that it is possible to eat anything cooked The
Chinese cooking-place is a sort of stone stove, with a 
large pan over the whole in the t^op. Our servants had 
a small fire between thr^ee bricks on the floor, and one 
litt^le iron saucer for everything^. On the wall over the 
stove here, was a small shrine to the god of the Hearth, 
which ought to be found in all Chinese kitchens. Curious 
ceremonies attend his worship. Seven days before the 
New Year, the Chinese begin the New Year’s festivities 
with fireworks, and guns, and sacrifices, to the god of the 
Hearth. His name is Tsao Shen, and his altar always 
stands in the kit^chen. On the seventh day before the 
New Year his shrine is taken down, and solemnly burnt, 
wi'th two pieces of paper, bearing perpendicular inscrip
tions. The one signifies, ‘ Go up to heaven and make a 
good rejpHhie other, ‘ Come down again and inhabit 
your palace.’ As the god of the Hearth is supposed 
to be intimately acquainted wi'th the affairs of every 
family, and, ther^efore, to know certain things which 
had better be left unsaid, it is evident that the less he

    
 



THE GOD OF THE HEARTH. 361

speaks in heaven the bett^er. Whei'efore, the ofife:rrng
made to him on this occasion is barley-suga^ in order 
that his month may be sticky, and he obliged to hold his 
t^ongne. On New-year's Eve, when his work in heaven 
is supposed t^o be over, a new shrine is erected to him in 
the kitchen, which he comes down to inhabit. Only males 
assiist in the ceremony att^ending his worship. Lien-hwa- 
tan means ‘ lotus pond and there exists a tradit^ion of a 
t^emple, a pond, and lotuses, but the t^i’adi^i^on is all that 

' now remain^s.
About 11.30 we left the plateau for Tu-shih-kou, 

eighteen miles off. At f^ir^'t tharough a mountain-pass, 
green, with beautiful flowers on all sides, and a few trees 
on the hills. About half-way down, the pass, which is 
the old bed of a river, was crossed by the Great Wall; 
but only the towers are now standing, the wall itself has 
been washed away. Fi'om here the hills grew more barren 
and bolder in form, t^ill, as we neared Tu-shih-kou, they 
became very wild, wi'th curious basaltic-looki^ag columns 
and fine bold scarps standing out against the sky, which 
produced grand effecf^s as we gradually descended the 
pass. This is one of t^he principal passes leading from 
China Proper on to the Mongolian plateau.

Tu-shih-kou is a quaint, old-fashioned litt^le town, 
wdLled, and with a round tower and massive gates at the 
side we entered. The streets are wider and cleaner than 
most. We found an inn, where we managed to put up, 
in spite of the yard being filled with rolls of matting, 
and the rooms with some horrid-smelling stuff, which was 
to be made into cake for feeding animals. Before long, 
what vacant space was left in the yard was crammed wi'th
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people, .who had come to stare at us. We stayed inside 
our roomg^ and shut the doors, but they would not go, 
the master of the hotel being unable or unwilling to turn 
t^hem out and shut the yard-gates. Mr. M. sent his ser
vant wi'th a message to the Yamun, requesting some 
police might be sent t^o relieve us of our disagreeable 
visitor's. After a long delay an order came from the 
Yamun that the yard was to be cleared, with many 
polite messages from, the Mandarin, and a promise that 
a guard of four men should be sent immediately^.

Dinner-time came, but no police; and, though the 
order had obliged the master of the house to clear the 
yard once, all the people had returned, and were as 
numerous and disagreeable as ever?. Presently a tray of 
po-po (sweet biscuits) made its appearance, sent by the 
Mandarin wi'th his brilliant carm.ine visiting-cards, and 
civil speeches and regrets, that, not feeling very well, he 
was 
very hungry, and the crowd rendered communication 
with the kitchen impossible, Mr. M. at last sallied forth, 
hunting-whipj in hand, when a desperate f^jght ensued. 
All the Chinamen scampered off as fast as they cordd; 
but the yard being so crammed, and so full of matting, 
much impeded their movements, as they scrambled away, 
tumbling over each other, crouching down behind the 
mats, creeping along under the walls—doing anything 
to escape the dreadful barbarian whip, wielded by the 
angry barbarian arm. I never saw such terror depicted 
on any face as on that of one of these men, when he was 
creeping out from some mats where he had hid himself. 
His colour was posi-tively greens.

unable to call. Still no guard. So, as we were
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In tlie retired coTuntry villages, though many people 
always came to stare, and t^o generalise upon our appear
ance, ages, rank, relationships, &c., yet they would always 
depart good-humouredly when civilly asked. But in the 
large villages and towns, the appearance of foreig-ners, 
particularly with a woman among them, seemed t^oo much 
for their curiosity^, and we were often annoyed by these 
exci'ted and t^i^oui^l^esome visitors. Paper being- the sub
stitute for glass in the windows is also a great disad- 

v^amt^ain^e. Often when fancying oneself alone, a light spot 
appeal’s on the paper, caused by a wet finger having been 
applied outsi^i^e; the paper noiselessly splits, and the 
finger is replaced by an eye following one’s every move
ment, a suspicion of which renders one at all t^imes un- 
coimfortable.

Before we went to bed the promised guard arrived, 
and kept up a great cliatter with their bamboos all night 
while walking round and round the house, quite precluding 
the possibility of coming upon any offender unawares, or 
of allowing those to sleep for whose peace and quiet they 
had been sent.

4tH.—We left Tu-shih-kou by the Eastern Gate about 
1 1 a.m. As we had only sixty li (twenty miles) to march, 
it seemed useless to divide the distance, and run a risk of 
finding no inn at which to breakfast. On making inquiries 
at Tu-slii^i-kou as to our route for Johol, the Imperial 
Huni^ing^-g^r^ound, we found it to be much further off than 
We had anticipated. But, as the information was uncertain, 
and our road to Ku-pi-kou, the alternative if we were 
Unable to get to Johol, lay for three days in the same 
direction, we determined to wailb until that three days’
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march should be over, by which time we might have 
gained some further details. Our road, leading us back 
on to the plateau, was t^hiough a wild, barren pass, gradu
ally growing more fert^il^e. On reaching the table-land, 
we found ourselves sunounded by a profusion of wild 
flowers of every description, and again rejoicing in the 
delicious pure air and luxuriant grass of undulating hills. 
Upon these hills lights and shadows were playing in 
endless variety, and herds of camels were revelling in 
the rich pasture. We also came across several Hwang- 
yang, who, however, never suffered us to approach. We 
missed our road, and thus added five miles to our march, 
encountering a heavy thu^nc!^el’st^Ol’m, which obliged us to 
take to our litt^ers, but cleared the air delightfully. Our 
halt^ing^-place was Chang-Leang, a small inn, the dirt and 
discomfooT; of which beggar descripti^on.

5 th.—The fumes of opium, which had been smoked 
in the kitchen, so complietely overpowered the muleteers, 
that it was with difS^i^ulity they could be roused, conse
quently we were late in startling. We had a cool morning, 
and only eight miles across a fio'^^r-i^'trewn plain to Ta- 
tain, our breakfast place. We had great diff^i^ulty in 
finding the miserable hovel which did duty for an inn. 
Most of the villagers appeared to have gone qut to their 
work in the fields, and those left at home were either un
able or unwilling to direct us. It is a straggling village, 
with much cultivation around. During breakfast we were 
well-nigh roasted ; for in the middle of July, under a 
broiling sun, they had lighted a fire in the kang. In a 
building near were some people making felt, which is 
much used in these part^s^. . We went to see the process,
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which is rude, and t^horoughly Chinese. The wool is 
carded by means of an instrument like an enormous vio
lincello bow, which is slung from the roof. Three men and 
a hoy take bundles of.it;, and wi'th somet;hing between 
a fork and a comb, toss it into a layer on a reed mat, pre
viously laid on the rough mud floor. Then it is sprinkled 
with boiling water, the mat is rolled up and tightly tied 
with leather t^hongs, and is then kicked backwards and 
forwards on the ground for five minutes, t^wo men standing 
on each side, at such a distance that the roll t^urns just 
once between t^hiem. It is then uniolled, and another 
layer of wool is added in the same way. The same 
process is repeated, and the mat is made. When new, 
these thick white mats or blankets look very nice; and 
shoes, in the same material, of which many were hanging 
up to dry, must be comfoi’table in winter

We started as soon after breakfast as possible, having 
twenty miles before us. A thunderstorm came on, and 
Was so heavy, that remaining in our litters made us more 
Wit than riding^. So we kept to our ponies across the 
plain, which was literally like a carpet of flowers. They 
were growing in masses of diffeirent coIoujis and shapes, 
blending with one another, as in a rich Turkey carpets. 
We coiunted the number of flowers we could name, and 
found thilt^)^-t^wo difreetent kinds. There were many others 
that we did not know. The roses, amaryllis, tiuk^s^cap 
lilies, white-tree peonies, purple geraniums, pinks, and a 
kind of tiger lily, were co:nsiderably smaller than when 

; 'but they were quite perfect in form, and 
exquisite in colour and perfume. My muleteer, when he 
discovered my love for flowers, used to gather me large
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bundles off them, upon which we used to descent in ani
mated t^ei^ms, each in our own langua^ge. Our road con
tinued along this flowery plain, which was enlivened by 
numerous herds of horses, as well as camels. But as we 
neared our hall^ing^-p^l^a^ce, after a very gradual but con
tinuous ascent, which lasted for some miles, the low hills 
grew higher and bolder, closing in around us, and leaving 
before us a steep hill, thjrough which our road was cut^. 
We ascended, and before us lay one of the most magni
ficent views I have ever seen. Comi:ng upon it so unex
pectedly made its beauty at first sight even more striking 
t^han if we had been aware of its existence beforehand. 
Mountain rose beyond mountain, with peaks of the most 
varied and .fantastic forms, till lost in the clouds, which 
had gathered wild and stormy on the horizon. The sun 
gleamed brightly here and there on peaks and crags as 
far as the eye could see, and brought out points and 
touches of brilliant light and colour in the far distance, 
strongly relieved against the deep blues and purples of a 
thundery sky^. Our road, winding steeply down the side 
of the mountain by a picturesque zigzag, upon which the 
litters and pack-mules were slowly malting their way, 
added much to the effect. Altogether the coibp d’ixil 
could scarcely, I imagine, be surpassed. After'g^azing for 
some t^ime, we wound our way down the Ghat, and soon 
arrived at a very pretty little village among the hills, 
shaded by trees, where we found an inn, with far more 
room and greater cleanliness than had for sotne days past 
fallen to our lot^. Pa-ti was the name of the Village. No 
foreigner had been here before, but the people were very 
ci-^iil There was no crowd, nor inquisitive or obnoxious
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staring. Fortunately we had brought a chicken from 
Ta-tan, for not even an egg could be obtained here. The 
people live very poorly, principally on millet, with vege
tables occasionally^.

6 th.—By a marvel of energy, we were up, packed, and 
off by 5.10 A.M., and had a most beautiful ride of seven
teen miles to Llama-shan. Our road, the sandy bed of a 
river, with glorious Alp-like hills on either side, upon 
which the sun threw rosy light i^i rising. Running back 

'inland, at the foot of the hills, were pretty valleys, green 
and fresh-looking, in which comfoi^itable and peaceful little 
villages lay half hidden by the trees. In the foreground 
stood fine bold rocks and promontories of rich, warm 
colour. The whole of our ride was one series of pictures 
or dissolving views. Every step brought out some new 
beauty. Just above Llama-shan is a huge, boulder-like * 
mass of stone, high up in which is a shrine, and in it a 
carved Bhudha, from which some say the village takes 
its name—‘ The Llama’s Hill’ Others hold a tradit^ion of 
a cave inhabited by Llamas as the origin, but both stories 
are doubtful. After breakfas't we had twent^yr-^five miles to 
Ta-kaon. The road was not very pleasant, being covered 
with loose, round stones. The scenery was much the 
same as in the morning’s ride, until we neared the town, 
when it again became very grand. At Ta-kaon we found 
a magnifi(3ei^is inn, with rooms papered, fresh meat, and a 
civil landlord. The muleteers, on arriving at an inn of 
t^his laind, were very amusing, giving themselves airs, 
and ordering the servants of the place here and there 
to do t^heir bidding, and prepare their dinners, in a 
style that was quite regal! They were certainly a set
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of as jovial, good-'tempered fellows as one would wish 
to see. ‘

'7ih.—Followed the bed of the river, which runs here 
small and shallow, and which we crossed incessantly for 
fifteen miles to Kwa-fang, t^hi^ough rugged, barren hills, 
with occasionally fine bluffs and clifis, but no verdure, 

. and quite dififeirei^'b from yesterday’s scenei-y. We were' 
' rather delayed by the breaking down of my father’s litter 

in one pf the river crossings. In the afternoon we had 
fifteen miles, of much the same scenery, changing back, 
however,’ as we_ -neared our halting^-place (Chai-ling) to 
the greener anc? finer form, of hills. Just at sunset a 
Tumer-like sky impart^e^d. a glorious effect to a pile pf 
mountains behind us, of very quaint and grotesque form, ‘ 

• and also lighted up a group some miles in front, of the
* deepest blues-and purples^ imaginable. Here we turnef- 

off into a steep, rocky gorge, up which we scrambled, and ‘ 
descended on the other side t^o our tiny, but clean Jinn, 
quite shut in and surrounded by the hills, coUsef^ueJ^-tly 
very warm and close. In the course of.this day’s . marcli > 
we 'had crossed the river t^wenty-t^wo f^^me^s.

8 th.—Fifteen miles before breakfast t^hj^ough the same 
kind of scenery, the hills often very rugged and l^iare, to 
Kang-t^ze. Here we found a good inn, with pictures- of a 
relig^ious- description round the room, but beyond Mr. M.’s 
powers of explanat^i^on. One was very quaint, evidently 
illustrating some tradition or legend. It represented a 
m.an acting tort^oise for one of the monumental tablets. I 
have described, as being generally supported upon the * 
..Jba^eks of these animals: Standing beside him, apparently 
lecturing him, were two other fi^j^^ir^^; men, or genii in
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the form of men. On the ground near him wer’e' fruits, 
and tea, a cup of which he holds in his hand, ei-ther as 'an 
oflfelliag from him to the genii, or a donation to him from 
charitable beholders of his position. ■

After breakfast, ten miles of pretty road, 'through a 
narrow valley between hills covered with brushyw^ood, at 
the base of which were many poor-looking villages and 
comsidei-able cultivat^i^on. Mr. B., on this day’s march, 
made a large addition to his collection, of beet^]^es. Some 
of the threes by the roadside were covered witlf them, in 
great variety and of considerable beauty. At Hsiang- 
eha-tze we found a well-ordered and clean inn,* but rwere 
much* ti^oubled by the flies. At night, everything was 
'perfectly black with them; and the noise they made, if • 
disturbed, ’was almost deafening. Perhaps my room, 
being next to t^Jie kit^chen,'-might partly have accounted 

. for the numbers. This was one of the inns where the 
room-doors only boasted of a fastening on the outside. -

■ '9th.—Left in drizzling rai-^i; not so heavy as to 
prevept o.iu’ riding, but enough to hide t^he view of t^he 
co^intry. Under more favourable circumstances we should 
have had an extensive view from a steep pass on our 
Toad. Ten miles brought -as to La-haitan, for breakfast^. 
After which, and in fine weather, wAhad sevent^e3e^n. miles 
through a pretty valley, with many farms, much culti
vation, fine t^r^ees, and grand hills and rocks rising behind.; " 
As we approached Ku-pik6u (the Old North Gate, or, . 

. more lit^ej^ailly, t^he Old Noi^th Mouth), we came Upon the 
‘.Great Wall in all its grandeur and magnificence.- ,The 
•splendid old hills frowned down .upon t^he .^^aUey under 
purple thunder-clouds, and followi^ng their outline,.u’p

' ” ' • ■ B ;b •* « *
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and down, over ridges, along spr^fs,- into the valleys, to 
the top of the highest peak, t^he .Great Wall stands a 
grand, magnificei ’̂t relic of past ages.. Near t^he'’town a 
couple of offs^hoo-ts from the wall- run for a short dist^a^iuM, 
terminating in square towels, many of which are scattered 
about, . supplemei^l^^ry t^o t^h^ds^ on the wall. The’ river 

, runs along a* sandy i'plaio^- on either side of which rise 
steep ■ ri^d^g^e^si and in the plain the town lies; We put up 
at a small inn outside .the town, very clean and comfoiTb- 
able, wiith' a large ''■\w3€^I^iiTg-AviJllow in the co^u’tyard, and 
and beautiful view^’ the gates *on eithei;. side. It
had also, foriu,’ the extreme advantage of being free of 
the crowds, Who would have much ’annoyed*us inside t^he- 
town.. We ^had time before da^^ t^o t^o the .t^op*of a
little hill behind/the inn, whence we’o.btained*a' beautiful 
view, tjaoughvthe c^^o-uring was rather .sombre and lui'i^d.' I__ ■ — Ij'
There ara. a greatt number of. goitres in these mountainous 
districts j the pporness of food, probably, accounts for it ’ 
in gre$t .measure; Certainl;y 1^hl^ee out of five of the 

v people we 'met during *lie last three or four days were
goitr^es. ' Cretins are. also far from uncommon.

10th.—'We wer§ for some t^ime^ alarmed at the pro
spect -if’ a wet' day, showers ana sunshine alternating till 

- about two'o’clock, when the raiji cleared off, and we set 
out’ to j:^(^]^amble over, the Great Wahl There is a. good 
deal of t^hii^. t^o*be..done in parts, where it is decayed and 
broken awa^jT We had a mos't magnificent.-v^ew from the • 
t^op of a tower, to reach which we had to place a .man at 
the foo-t of some steps, with hi^s* back forming a bridge 
over a chasm between "is and the rugged stailW'aJ.’ We 
wandered jibout all the after’iibon, sketching, gathering

r
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flowers, co^UecCting insects, and hunting for new ferns to 
carry away with us. We reassembled in -one of the towel’s 
at some distance from our start^i^ng^-point, whence the ap
pearance of Wall was like that of a huge white serpent
twisting and coiling, in and out, up and down, over the 
mountains, and into the The tower's stand at
short, regular intervals ; * and in t^i^ ^extreme distance, 
when on the summits of the mountains you can longer
distinguish the Wall' a bi’ight^-^tbb^t oflight updn the t^owers 
still marks its preseij^ce. In’ ' t^h^e, .(^oiufse 'of wan
derings, Messrs. 3? and M. had come across an old necro
mancer, and had had their foi’tunes t^old. They had met 
him while hunting beetles, and entered into conversat^i^on. 

'’He gave them many curious facts in natural history, and 
much informat^j^on, respecting plants, pi-^-viog himsel-f an 
accoi^j^iished herbalists. He then proceeded t^o tell their 
fortunes by palmistry^. Much tliEit’’ he said was in the 
technical terms of the s^c^ence, and incomprehensible ; but 
his accc^^racj^y^where he was 'iht^^ll^giibil^e^ was astonishi^ig^. 
He told them rtheir ag(3st-«md t^o Mr. M. certain family 
matters, ^Vhich he wasfalmo'sts positive no one in China 

_ among his. dwn countjy^^nic^i:. ,wasm aware of, and which 
certainly tliis semi-t)a^]^l^{rTah^- coulli have had no means of 
learni^ig^.

After some time we made our way hack to the, inn, 
much wisliing t^h^it we ‘Could spend some days longer in 
Vandering about;; the r^(^uht^a;^hs near Ku-pi-k6u, where 
there seemed endless beauties. People are mhch to blame 
Vho leave China without seeing the greatest sight in the 
empire, and one of'the wonders of the world. Ku-pi-k6u 
is only eighty miles from Peking^. Those who go to the 

«
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Ming tombs, and say they have seen the Great Wall, 
simply state what is untme^. It is a wall, but not the 
Wall; nor has it anything to do with the Wall^.

11th.—Left Ku-pi-k6u a little after 5 A...M. All the 
mountains were cloud-capped, and the views, which are 
very fine, were in consequence half hidden. The town and 
houses on the outskirts are prettily situated, amid plenty 
of threes, and with pleasant gardens, well cultivated, as 
is usual in China. A long fourteen miles before breakfast 
brought us to Shih-hsiang, which we left about noon for 
Mi-yiin-hsien, a distance of twenty miles. A regular 
chapter of acciidents ensued. We had to set off in pouring 
rain, which very soon penetrated the f^-tters and drenched 
us. When I was quite wet through,' it seemed no use 
being tossed about any longer in the uncomfortable li'tter; 
so I got out and waited the arrival of my pony, which 
the muleteer assured me was coming : but it never came. 
After waiting about an hour I got into my prison agai^i, 
with the view of proceeding, when I met my father re
turning in search of his pony. So we sat by the roadside, 
on a little bench, which some people in a house'near very 
civilly brought us, and waited about an hour and a half, 
t.ill the servants who had charge of the ponies, and had 
been sheltering from the rain, came up. We were no 
sooner mounted, than once more down came the rain in 
torrents, lasting t^ill nearly we reached the town, and 
making the clay soil so slippery, that, in addition to the 
road being encumbered by herds of unsight^ly^-^l^ooking 
pigs, our progress was very slow. When ' we did arrive, 
it was to find the inn very small, very dirty, crowded with 
Chinamen, and destitute of anything in the shape of food-
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Mr. B. had been oveiTturned in his litt^er, and obliged 
crawl out through the window, wiith all his baggage 
drenched. Lucien, the moving spir^'b among the servant's, 
was soaked through and t^hi^ough, and was vainly endea- 
voui’ing t^o put up beds, cook something by way of dinner, 
and unpack liti^er’s, at the same ti^me. In shoi't, everythi^ig 
was as uncomfoi’table as possible. Fort^u^iat^e^ly^, t^he mat
trasses in the litters had remained dry, and we were too 
tired to care for anything but getting to bed as quickly as 
possible. What a night it wass! and what a difference 
between the air on the Mongolian plateau and the Peking 
pli^iii! Though we had often had the extreme of rough
ness, and what most people would perhaps consider dis
comfort, in our previous experience, t;his was the only 
night in which, even to those so accustomed as ourselves 
to put up with any accommodation, it was really t/X'j^i^ng^. 
But t^he heat, and damp, and starvation combined, at the 
end of a long, tiring day’s march, were really almost 
inl^oler^al^le^.

12tli.—Ab^^it 5.30 a.m. we set off. It was a very 
close, steamy morning, but without rain. The views were 
Hidden, and the mountains hazy, from the mist rising off 
the plain. Just outside the town we passed under a tr'ee 
on which are hung cages coi^^aining the heads of crimi^ials. 
There was only one there, though generally there are 
several. Soon after leaving the town we crossed a river, 
"die^re Mr. B.’s road back to Khalgan, on his way across 
the plateau, and ours to Pelting, diverged We parted; 
hut, ere long, one of the servants came hurrying up with 
the news that a river, which lay in our march, was swollen 
and impasi^aUfe; on which acco^^nt we must t^ake th^e same
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road as Mr. B., thus adding a few miles to our jomn^^y^. 
The road we had now t^o follow was the ‘ Imperial road ’ 
to Johol, the Emper(n^’s hunt^ing^-g^i^ound. Our hoped-for 
visit to this place we had been reluctantly compelled to 
give up, finding the distance much greater than we had 
been led l^o believe. The ‘ Imperial road ' sounds grand, 
and it does in truth cost a good deal to keep up; 
but in appearance it is nothing but a rather broad sand- 
traick, between fields of cultivated ground. We breakfasted 
at Hwai-jon-hsien, seventeen miles from Mi-ytin-hsien, a 
t^own of some size, but with ill-mannered inhabitant's. 
Here we parted from Mr. B., who now set out on his long 
and soli^-tary journey into Russia across the plateau. In 
the afternoon another ride of seventeen miles, t^hr^ough 
the same uninteresting, fiat, but cultivated country, 
brought us to Kaou-f^-^-yin?; where, on f^irst arriving, we 
began to fear we should find no inn at all. Mr. M. went 
on to ins^pect the resources of the place ; my father and I 
meanwhile waited a little way outside, in the midst of a 
crowd of the most idiotic-looking, dirty, ill-conditioned 
ruffians we had seen anywhere. Just as we were beginning 
to despair at Mr. M/s non-appearance, we were summoned 
t^o move on, and found that in this case a bad beginning 
made a good end. He had discovered an inn kept by a , 
gentl^eman, whose father was a high official at Cant^on. 
He himself, delighted at the idea of having foreigners 
at his inn, immediately turned out of two good family 
rooms, placed them at our disposal, shut the yard 
gates, and gave us most exceli^csn’t f^ea. Our rooms were 
adorned with ‘ English pic^ctirrs / v^iy much of the sign
board type, but supposed to be essentially Ch.in.e£>e^-

    
 



PEKING. 375

In my room also the walls were beaut^ified with a series 
of French co^loiured print^sj entitled ‘Boses et Boutons,’ , 
which ought t^o have given Chinese lodgers grand ideas 
of the r'edness of cheek, blackness of hair, and enormous 
size of eyes possessed by barbarian maidens. Here they 
made us very comfoorsablej through, interrupt^i^ons were 
co;n5^1^£^nt from various members of the household, the 
ladies particularly, who came in, under one pret^ence or 
another, often that of bringing their children to be 

'-looked at, to take an inventory of our clothes, appear
ance, &c. &c.

13 th.—We had twenty miles t^o accomplish before 
reaching Peking; and as t^here was no reason for us remain
ing with the litters and pack animals, the muleteers not 
being likely to loi-ter on t^he road home, we had questioned 
whether we should set off early, and get in before the ex- 
ti’eme heat, or take a good morning’s sleep, and brave the 
sun. The matter was decided for us by rain, which lasted 
till nine o’clo<d<; soon after which we startled, with the air 
much freshened and cooled by it. The roads were very 
heavy, but we arrived in four houirs; which, considering 
that our ponies had gone, for three weeks consecutively, 
on an average twenty-four miles a-d<ay, and that the last 
three miles were through a crowded city, where anything 
hut a walk was impossible, spoke well for them. Until 
We approached Peking our- road lay through pleasant 
shady lanes. We entered the city by the Anti^ig Gate : 
one of those on the north side, and that _ which was given 
Op to Sir Hope Grant, on condition of his sparing the 
buildings inside, and by which the Allied forces entered. 
As we were riding through the suburb a respectably-
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dressed girl came up tp me and began begging^. I took 
no not^ice, upon which she pulled at my sleeve, calling 
out ‘ devil girl/ and then threw a stone at me. Unfor- 
t^unat^e^ly, her sex prevented her from r^eceiving proper 
chastisements. Excepting the instance I mentioned of 
rudeness atr Chang-ping^^chow, we had t^i^a^velled thi^ough 
600 miles of the wildest, roughest part of the country, 
and not until returning to the capital had we received 
any insults. '

The absence of everything denoting the approach to a 
great ciity is striking on nearing Peking^. Excepting more 
numerous cemeteries, there is no warning of the vicinity 
of a town until you enter the suburb, immediately outside 
the gates.

During the few days we stayed at Peking, before re
turning south, we visited several places of interests, which 
we had been unable t^o see before. The temples of Con
fucius and the Llamas occupied one aftein^oon. They are 
at some distance from the Lega-tii^n; and none but those 
who have resided in Peking at this season can imagine the 
misery of riding in such heat and dust as we had t^o go 
thr^ough before reaching t^h^e^m. The Llama Temple is 
much out of repair, and sadly requires fresh paii^t; that 
on the vermilion pillars having cracked, and »some of it 
peeled off. We were just in time for evening service, 
which some^liat resembles that in the Bhudhist temples 
at Tein-tung. But here the priests sat cross-legged, 
on long, low, wide divans, wiith their picturesque hats, 
which are made of yellow cloth, and in form exactly like 
Hector’s helmet in Flaxman’s Illust^r^a^tsions, laid on a table 
in front of them. There was lit ’̂tle^ variety in the servi^ce.
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AH t^h^ose present shouted at the top of their voices t^wo 
or t^hi'ee words, which were cons'tantly repeated in a 
monotonous chant, varied occc^isic^nal^^ly by clapping theii- 
ha^ids. Then one of the priests recited from their classics ; 
and, when that was over, they dispersed rapidly. In a 
building beliind this temple there is a colosfsal figui’e of 
Bhudha, eighty feet higlh; but the keeper of the key 
was nowhere to be foumi; and, as we were afraid of find
ing the Temple of Confucius clos^c^d' if we waited longer, 
we were obliged to leave wiithout seeing this figure.

The Temple of Confucius was in much better order’. 
The entrance opens into a large coi^^rt full of cypress- 
t^r^ees, which scented the air pleasantly^. In rows all round 
the court, under the trees, are tablets, wiith extracts from 
the classics carved and painted upon t^h^e^m. A paved 
way leads through this coui’t into another, on ei-ther side 
of the pathway of which is a double row of small pavilions, 
each containing a tablet-bearing tort^oise, hewn in white 
marble. This court leads to the temple—a large hall, in 
which is the monumental tablet of the great philosopher, 
painted vermilion, wi'th gold leti^er’ing. Before it stands 
the altar with the customary offerings. Bound the hall 
Were the monumental tablets of some of the firs-t and 
chief disciples of Confucius. The roof of the building is 
supported on very large wooden pillars, and the hall is 
carpeted wiith thick felt.

The climate of Peking was at this season scorching. 
The heat was intense, with a fine black dust filling the 
air, and penetrating everything^. But ice and fruit are 
abundant here, the latter very nice, and Mr. Wade’s house 
Was so cool and comfortable, that had it not been for the
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the air 
of mud.
off one
This is

necess^^-ty of walking, or riding, when wishing to leave 
the Legation enclo^i^ire—there being no carriages but 
the mule-CcU’ts—the heat would have been by no means 
trying.

"We had a few thunderst^orms which cooled 
much, but which co^veirted the dust into seas 
It was after one of these storms that we set 
morning, hoping l^o see the Temple of Heaven.
where the Emperor goes every year, at t^he winter sol
stice, to offer sacrifice on behalf of the people. It is 
the most sacred temple in the whole of China, and it is 
very difS^^^iul-b to obtain admission. The walled enclosure, 
in which the temple stands, is several miles in circum
ference, and we had to ride a considerable distance out
side before reaching the gate. More than once on our 
road we gained a sight of the deep azure tiles of the 
temple roof. A good deal of parleying took place at the 
outer gate, but the all-powerful dollar soon efSec^b2d an 
entrance for us here, and we found ourselves in a beau
tiful park, containing magnificej ’̂t avenues of threes ex
tending on all sides of the square. We rode tlr^ough 
them on t^wo sides, and judged that each side must be at 
least a mile long. Unfortunateely, there appears to be 
some substratum of rock, or bed of uncongenial soil; for 
many of these fine tr^ees, after attaining a certain height, 
had lost their crowns, and in one part of the avenue 
several were dead. There is a second walled enclosure 
inside this park, which surrounds the temple. At the 
gate of this Mr. Wade in vain did his utmost to obtain 
entrance, both by honeyed words and the golden key. 
But as he knew of a postern door, where on other occa-
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sions he had been admiitted after faiLing at the gate, we 
rode on ttiei’e. An official, whose mind rose superior to 
the visionary bastinado when the substantial reality of a 
dolljar was within his grasp, promised to admi't us. But 
he would not open the door tiLL he held the money, and 
he was told that he would not receive the money until 
he opened the door. We stood on either side of the 
wall, parleying for about half-an-hour, hoping that he 
would relent, but to no purp^ose. It was evident that 

, the last misdemeanour had been punished wi’th unusual 
severity. However, in one of the large gates near, there 
was an opening between t^wo planks, which enabled, us to 
see all that we should have seen inside, though not in so 
satisfactory a manner^. We dismounted, and looked 
through the chink. The altar is a very large, raised, 
circular platform of white marble, with a balustrade of 
the same at the top of each of the three flights of sis or 
seven steps leading up t^o it. The altars, and -^e^e^irdthing 
coinnected with the Temple of Heaven, are of a circular 
form, while eveirything belonging to the Temple of the 
Earth is square. Behind the altar is the temple its^el^f. 
The chief peculi^’ity of this, we were t^old, is the way#in 
which the light is thrown through blue glass, arranged in 
such a manner, that the whole air is blue, and you may 
imagine you are walking thr^ough the sky.

It was disappointing’ not to obtain an entrance into 
the second enclosure, but still we felt amply compensated 
for all the dust and dirt we had passed t^hieugh on our 
way from the Legation, by the sight of the fine avenues 
of threes, and the pleasant canter over the soft, springy 
turf in the park. Close to the Temple of Heaven is

    
 



380 CHINA.

another- very extensive enclosure; within which is the 
Temple of Agricultui^e. Here the Emperor goes once az
year in great statue, and with much solemnity, to plough a 
furrow and sow grains.

We spent one day in a visit to Yuen-mi^ig-yuen, the 
celebrated ‘ Summer Palace ' of the Empei^o!?. It is now 
in utter ruin, but very interesting from its associations, as 
well as from the remains of what must once have been so 
magnificent a plaice. The ‘ Summer Palace ' is 'about four
teen miles from Peking^. About two miles out'of-the ci"ty 
we stopped at the Temple of the Bell, to see the won
derful piece of casting from which it takes its name. 
The bell weighs fifty tons. The strength of the wood
work necessary to suppo:rt such a weijght in. suspension 
may be imagined. The bel^ was cas^ in the time of 
Yung^-lo, the third Emperor of the Ming dynasty, and the 
same who remo-^ed'the capi'tal of the empire from Nan
king to Peking. The bell is engraved inside and outside, 
and five volumes of the classics are said to be inscribed 
upon it. The bronze looks very good, and the tone of 
the bell, when struck by the huge wooden beam sus
pended near, and swung against the bell to ring it, 
is particularly rich and sweets. It is supposed that the 
casting of this monster bell was effecl^ed by raising a 
mound, which was removed when the bell was cast and 
suspended, as in no other way can its position be ac
counted for.

The ‘ Summer Palace ' must have been a lovely place 
before its destruct^i^on, but is now a sad scene of desola
tion. Everything is in ruins, and many of the trees still 
standing are bare, and black from the fire, and add to the

    
 



the; summer palace. 381

melancholy appearance of the spot. On a hill in the 
midst of the grounds, rising above a lake of considerable 
size, a small temple still' stands. It was spared, by Lord 
Elgin’s special order, as being too beautiful to be de- 
sti-oyed. We scrambled to it up the hill-side, over t^he 
debris of what must.have been a very fine zigzag of steps, 
and found that the temple is entirely budt of glazed 
bricks, of. those. wonderful tints, the art of producing 
which is, it ' is said, quite lost. The bricks of which the 
walls are built are of the Imperial yellow. They are 
about a foo^ square, and have on each of th^em a ' Bhudha 
in contemplation ’ (i.e. sitting cross-legged, wi'th his hands 
in his lap, looking down), in very high r^eli^e^f. The toiles 
of the roof are of deep green, and a mos-t lovely t^orquoise 
blue. All the ornamental work is beaui^iful. In the 
spandrels of the arches are floral patterns of spirited and 
graceful designs, in various colours on the same t^ile. It 
seems a great pity that this art should be lost. Among 
the numerous objects of admiration in China, there is none 
more so than this porcelain ware.

On our way down, we turned off through more ruins 
and debns to see a small bronze templ^e. It is a perfect 
gem, one of the most exquisite pieces of bronze work, I 
should imagine, in the world. The temple is solid br^onze 
throughout, of such well-wro^iglit metal, that the fire 
left it unscathed. The work on the panels is beautiful, 
very minute, but exquisitely finished. The principal 
ornament is the Imperial five-clawed dragon, and though 
each of these is only between three and four inches long, 
every scale is raised, and the whole animal perfectly 
modelled. All round this temple, till we came again to
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the level of the lake, were broken Bhudhas, and frag
ments of walls and ornaments in coloured pottery, there 
having formerly been another temple in this part of the 
grounds similar to that on the hiLL

We breakfasted in a litt^le pavilion by the watei’-side, 
under the shade of trees, and in view of the . pretty lake 
covered With a profusion of scarlet lotrus; and further 
adorned by an island, a picturesque pag^oda, and bridge, 
the latter a very fine one of seventeen arches. After 
breakfast ' I tried, t^o make a sketch of this, but found 
great diffi<^’Lul’ty in doing so, the atmosphere being so dry, 
.that before the brush touched t^he paper it became stiff 
and hard.

About 4 p.m. we set off to return, but f^rst rode round 
to the other side of the Lake, across the seventeen-arch 
bridge, to the little island. Fi^om here the temple on the 
hill looked very well. We found on the island a comical 
old man, who had the most exalted idea of the powers of 
our steeds. He led us up and down stairs, through narr^ow 
doorways and intricate paths, as though th^ey had been 
bipeds instead .of quadrupeds.

We returned to Peking by the Imperial road, which 
is made of a kind of concrete, and raised as a causeway 
above the fields, that stretch away on ei-ther side far over 
the plain. This road led us past the Tartar barracks—a 
large establishment, with a long avenue of trees border
ing the road in front of it. The shade was most grateful 
after the scorching sun and dusty road, the latter as flat, 
dull, and uninteresting as that by which we had come in 
the morning.

A day or t^wo after this we left Peking, tira^velling this
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t^ime by water to Tientsing. Our boats lay on tbe river 
at Toong-chow, a town fifteen miles from Peking, to which 
we rode. The road was uninterest^ing, and very sandy. 
We had to keep beside our carts all the time, for fear 
they should either lose the way or lag behind. A part 
of the road on which they trauvelled was a rough, paved 
causeway, over which they jolted slowly and. deliberately, 
so it was past noon ere we arrived at our destinat^i^on. 
There were many stalls under the threes on our road, 
where people were selling water-melons and marsh-melons, 
the latt^er, a small, round species, very jui^cy, cool, and 
refreshing^.

All along the road boys were engaged in catching 
cicalas and dragoon-flies with gauze-nets. At this season 
men are to be seen carrying piles of small wicker-cages 
about the streets, coi^-taining one or other of these insects. 
The Chinese have a strange fancy for the cry of the 
cicalas, and the women for the whirr caused by the 
fluttering of the dra,g^on-flles, on which account they carry 
them inside the bosom of their dress.

.As far as we could judge of. Toong-chow, by that 
portion of the town through which we passed, it is a most 
wretched place. The people looked utt^erly degraded; 
and • everything that had struck us as disagreeable and 
revollting in other native cities seemed here exaggerated.

The boats on the Peiho are not nearly as luxur'ious as 
those we had from Ningpo. They only accom:^no<date one 
person; and, if that person happens to be more than 
4 feet 6 inches in height, he cannot stand upright in the 
covered part. Under the latter is a species of well, in 
which the occ^i^j^i^i^'ts’ goods are stowed. Boards are laid
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over the mouth, upon which is laid his mattrass or blan
ket. There is nothing, either of interest or of beauty, to 
be seen- during this voyage. Sometimes a long reach of 
the river would be pretty, with ti'ees growing down t^o 
the water’s edge, and neat-looking cottages amongst them. 
But t^hese were few and. far between, and the only things 
in or on the river were fleets of rice junks. These, in 
parties of nearly a hundr^ed, at nightfall form into fleets, 
and moor close together under the lee of the bank, near 
some small village or duster of houses.

The water of the Peiho is thick and muddy, but the 
boatmen precipi’tate the mud by a simple process. They 
cut slits in the lower end of a joint of bamboo, put a 
lump of alum into the tube, and stir this round in a 
bucket of water, which, in a few seconds, becomes quite 
clear, with an inch or so of mud at the bott^om of the 
buckets.

The river was full and the current stronfg; so that, in 
spite of the wind being against us, we made good pro
gress with paddling only. In the long reaches, where 
the current was not felt, the boatmen had to propel us 
by means of poles, which they stuck in the ground, and 
leant upon while running along t^he edge of the boat, fii^'st 
on one side, then on the other^. There were only tw^o 
boatmen to each boat, but never were people possessed of 
such insatiable appetites. They took it in turns to work, 
and whichever was not working spent the whole time of 
rest in coolking and eating. All through the night, close 
to my head, the flying and frizzling of garlic-flavoured 
viands went on, the odour of which almost drove me out 
of the boat. '
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I

We anived at Tientsing,- at dawn of the third day 
after leaving Peking, quite eenvinced' of the superioriity of 
feoat-traveUing over t^iatv^elling by - cart, even th^ough the 
t^ime spent on the river shonld be some'What longer than 
on the road, which is the ease in going up, as, even with 
a favourable wind, the current retards progress ousider-
ably. •

We found the mail-steamer for; Shanghai leaving 
Tientsing t^wo days after our arrival, and in her we left, 
aiiivi^ig in Shanghai early on the moi’n^ing of the fo^nrth

c c
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CHAPTER XVII.J ■ •

JAPAN.

The last week' we ,.spent in Shanghai was, without excep- 
t^i^on, the mos't t^iying-as t^o climate I have ever passed.

■ The heat was terrif^cc; but that was not so, distressing as 
the damp oppressiveness of the air, which made 'one feel 
utterly good for nothing^. • At night we were unable to 
sleep, and in the day-time able to do nothing else.

. The only occurrence -^f interest was a visit we paid 
to one of the merchiants’ t^ea^-houses, to see "the. sorting^, 
firing, and coli^uring of t^ea. The greater portion of this 
work-'is done on the estates up count^ry," but the same , 
process is used. "^l^€^''^(^:riting is done by women and girls, 
who si-t at long low tables, upon which they- put heaps 
of -the green leaves from large baskets beside them. It is 
wonderful f^o_ see the rapidity -^'nd. accuracy with which 

■ they separate the diffe:rent-sized leaves. The green and 
black teas 'are from the same shrubs, th^e, only difference 

. being in the different method of dryings, or firing, as it is 
called. The firing-room is filled wi'th stoves, over which 
jare small copper -boilers, in which the leaves are placed, 
and stirred round and round continually, until suffii^i^i^intly 
dried. Black tea is more dried in- the sun and less by 
fire than the green. The latter is coloured by a certain
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quantity of indigo a^nd'odire, and gypsum being stirred- . 
round, wit^li- it in the copper. The^tea-tasting room is a 
curious sights. On shelves round the .room are' ranged 
t^liousands of small tin canisters, wii^^h' samples of tea in 
•■them, a record jof each of which is kept. During the 
seasoii'two or thi^ee men are at work all day tast^^ng 't^ea. 
So'much of each kind is made in its ‘own little white china, 
teapot, and left t^o stand a certain number of seconds. 
It'is then poured off into its own little cup, and the leaves 
are placed on the lid of t^he t^eapot, that t^hey may be' , 
examined at the same t^ime as -.t^l^ie infusion is tasf^e^d^. " -

We could hear of no steamer for Nagasaki leaving 
for some time', except one which was so' small, dirty, and 
uncomfoi/table, that we were 'co^nsstantly t^old, ‘ Whatever 
you do, don't- go in' the “Aviso.” ' In' the ‘Aviso,' how
ever, d ^ccute Cle mieux, we were obliged to go. I asked 
Lucien, bn his return from taking some baggage on board, 
what she was ..Like ; he replied, in language more .concise ,■ 

And expressive than elegant, ‘ St^inking steamer^, maAm !’ 
> Still we felt that we should be reaching' .a more bearable 

climate by going in hert The only accommodaition con
sisted of a very small saloon, in which- the gentlemen were 
supposed to dress and slfiep, and a tiny cupboard off it, 
where ladies might, if they could, do the same. We slept 
and ate on deck. » The sea lo’olked like a mill-pond, but 
the ‘ Aviso ' rolled in a way that made one wonder where 
she would be in a storm. I do not know why the blacks 
from the funnel should fall more t^hickly at night t^hia^n, by 
..lay, 'but they certainly did.. In the momi^ig every one 
Was covered with smuts, and looked like chimney-sweeps 
°r colliers. Fortunat^ely, our voyage only lasted three

• *
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days, and at daylight, on the 12th August, 1866, we# 
found ourselves within sight of Jctpa^n.

The entrance -to Nagasaki Harbour is lovely. It was 
a rather misty morning, so that the distance was not very 
dis-ti^nct.; but as we passed on, the fresh green banks of 
the clear water, the fine outline of the hills, the littil^e 
bays, with villages, of which the houses resembled Swiss 
cottages, only more picturesque and ornamental, the 
islands with their trees drooping into the water, and ' 
the picturesque boats and boatmen, were altogether 
beautiful, while the pure, dry air made one feel a dif
ferent beings. I had read many descriptions of Japan; 
and, on f^;rst going there, though very much delighted with 
the co^^ntry and people, thought the language used in de- 

■ scribing them somewhat hypeib^olical. But after being some
time in the country, one’s admiration of it increases, and one 
finds the reports by no means exaggerat^ed. Of all coun- 
tr'i.es in the world that I have seen, Inhere is none I should 
so much like to revisit. The cleanliness of everything is 
exquisite. The boards of the fishing-boats and sampans 
are like the decks of a man-of-war, and the mats on the 
floors of the houses and coiitages are so clean that one 
would have no objection to dining on them. The contrast 
to China was as great as it was agreeabl^e.

There is a large hotel and boarding--^lious(* kept by an 
It^a^l^ian, overloolkung the halboul, in which we established 
ourselves. It was in a somewdiat disorganized statue, 
owing to the into;m]^£^^tibil;^^ty of temper of master and 

. mistress, and the presence of his sister, who seemed to 
act as a firebrand between them. The view over the 
harbour from the verandah is very pretty.. The hotel
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.stands quite away from tlie native t^own and the mer
chants’ houses, and godowns (warehouses), and is on the 
side of a hill, with the Roman , Catholic Church just 
behind, and the Fi'ench Consulate and various other 
dweUing-houses near it. Nagasaki is delightfully quiets, 
as far as social bustle is concerned. The Ja^pa^^iese make 
noise enough all round, but of the Europeans one hardly 
sees or hears anything. There is no regular meeting
place, no newspaper, no ride or walk that evei'j^« one 
thinks it their duty to take every eveihirn^'; and the 
roads are steep and nanow, and lie mos-tly between 
such dense hedges, that one might be dose to friends 
wi-thomt knowing it^. There are some walks and rides on 
this side the harbour, with lovely views. One is to a 
place called ‘ Minnie’s Rock,’ winch overlooks the entrance 
to the harbour and Rat Island, and the Island of Pappen- 
berg. Pappenberg is the island whence the Japa^nese, 
who had been conveirted to Christianity by Portuguese 
missionaries, were, in the middle of the 16 th century, 
thrown into the sea. It is now a very strictly guarded 
fort, upon winch no foreigners are allowed to land. The 
mixtui’e of foliage, belonging to tropical and temperate 
climates, produces great beauty and variety. In the 
dingles and hollows, dumps of sombre fir are relieved and 
lightened by the graceful, feathery bamboo, and among 
them nestle the beautifully-made wooden cottages, with 
their neat little gardens and rockeries.

The Japanese ponies are like cats in scrambling over 
bad ground; and they carry one with perfect safety over 
ground whidi is so precipitous and rocky, that I should 
be very sorry to walk up or down it. If they are shod at
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all, t^he shoes are made of stra^w. Everything here is in 
miniatur^e, but so perfect in proportion, that the diminu
tive size is inappreciable at first. The hills are really 
low, but the • form is that of magnificent mountains. The 
tirees one knows in other countries as giganti^c, are here 
in perfect proportion with the hill^^; the same may be 
said of the islands, bays, houses, and people. Everything 
seems to perfectly, like their own beautiful joining,
which, while looking beautiful as a whole, will also bear 
the most minute inspect^ion. I believe, t^hiose who know 
the two people well, generally prefer the Chinese. But 
for ^hose who do not, inhere really is no comparison be
tween them. The Ja^pa^r^ese, to persons like ourselves, 
who can spend but a short time amongst th^e^m, appear 
a far finer, freer, and more independent race than the 
Chinese, and much pleasanter to have any intercourse with. 
The Chinese seem an essentially unpr^ogr^essive, and hence 
necessarily a retr^ogr'essive race; they have no ambition, 
no originality, but are perfectly coi^itent to. live on upon 
the tr^adit^j^ons of their forefathers, and think them per
fection. The Japanese are exactly the reverse ; there is 
nothing they see of good or expedient, belonging to th^ose 
nat^i^ons who have effec^ited a foo'ting in the coujntry, that 
they do not adopt. We went one afternoon across the 
harbour to. see their foundry, which is, though small, as 
perfect as could be seen anywher^e. There are only two 
or three Eur^opeans, headmen or managers, all the rest of 
the workmen are Jarpa^n^ese. They send for iron or ma
chinery, which comes out in pieces from England, and 
they put it together i^^^e^mselves. They buy all t^he old 
steamers belonging to the merchants in China, which ^the

♦
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latter consider good for nothing, ref^it them w^th. new 
engines, and turn them into men-of-'^iar—disciplined and 
managed like our own, but of&(^<^i'ed and manned by- 
Ja^p)tir^ese. The women, t^oo, are difE’e]?e:Qt from the Chinese 
women ; instead of hurrying off, and hiding their faces if 
spoken to, they come forward w^th smiles and small-'fcalk 
in abun^d^a^E^cje. We met an old woman one day, ca^’rying 
a small kitt^en, abouib which she gave us a long hist^ory, 
unfoi'tunately incomprehensible, for it seemed to cause 
hei’ infiniite amusement, t^o judge by the compliant display 
of her black teeth. The ladies shave t^heir eyebrows and 
blacken their teeth when they marry, which certainly 
does not improve t^heir personal appearance, otherwise 
some of t^hem, and many of the unmarried women, are 
very nice-looking. When really ‘ got up,’ they -.pxii^is a 
great deal, and gild their lips ; but this is by no means 
an addition to their beauty in foreign eyes. The lower 
orders here are far more civilised than the same class in 
China, wiith regard to clothing t^hemselves decently, and 
in their manners and customs generally. The al-fresco 
ablutions,—the hearing of which so horrifies those who 
have never been out of Europe,—are by no means start
ling, and hardly more observable than if carried on inside 
the houses, where the latter are so open as altogether to 
preclude privacy.

We stayed nearly a month at Nagasaki, and enjoyed 
it extr’emely. The weather was intensely hot during the 
day, but.always cool at night, and the heat was dry and 
bearable. Among the men-of-war i^i the harbour, we 
were fortunate • in finding here two sailor friends, thanks 
to whom we enjoyed some delightful walks .on the other
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side of the harbour, where people hardly ever go, and 
of which the few acquaintan^ces we made at Nagasaki 
knew nothings. There we had flat causeways between 
paddy-fields, green lanes, like English lanes in spring, 
or grass fields, t^o stroll thirough in every direction, with
out the expend^-ture of strength and boo-t-leaither required 
for the scrambling, stony roads of the other side. 
Sometimes we rowed about the harbour^, once down to 
Eat Island, where our friends had sent out dinner?. 
Wes. also took one long t^ide to Tokeits, about seven dr 
eight miles from t^he head of the bay, to which point we 
went in a boat. We had forgotten to send on a guide, 
so had to press .two small boys into our service by the 
promise of various itzbous.* It was a lovely ride; at 
every turn some new beauty developed itself, either of 
outline or vegetat^i^on. Of the latter there was great
variety. Dark pines, and firs, and light bamboos, clothed 
the sides of the hills, whose summits were of soft, green, 
downy grass, while masses of dark^-foliaged forest trees 
filled up the steep ravines. The paddy^-fields, through ' 
which we were riding, were of a brilliant green, with 
neat, comfoortable, little homesteads and cottages dotted 
about over t^lrem. *

It was past sunset when we arrived at Tokeits, where- 
we hoped to have found a road to bring us back another 
way to Nagasaki. But we discovered, somew^hat to our 
dismay, that we must retr'ace our steps. We t^h^er^efore 
spent but shoi^t time in the pretty, litt^le, fishing village, 
which stands at the end of a long bay, looking like a , lake,

, * A silver coin worth about 1«. Qd,
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wi’th distant mountains and islands. Our ponies stepped 
out well, as if they understood all about it, and picked 
their' way over the bad hits of road, and ' the long flights 
of steps, to the village at the head of the harbour, with 
wonderful sagacity. We came back by a different road 
for the last mile or so, much better in some respects, but 
up and down long flights of steps, which were some
times very steep and slippery^. The ponies, however, 
went up and down as if t^hey had done nothing else all 
their lives. Not expecting to return the same way, there 
was no boat to meet us; but we got a sampan, and 
seating ourselves on the soft, clean, white mat at the 
bottom of it, were paddled across the hai'boui’. I do not 
know whether it is owing to some atmospheric influence 
or not that the moo^ight is so exceedingly lovely her^e. 
It is like the moo^nli^i^'ht of poetry, not of reality, when, to 
my mind, it is generally either chilly or glaring^. Here it 
is soft, and yet brillij^in't—a flood of liquid lights.

In the course of our walks and rides we found some 
lovely ferns, and flowers, and beautiful insects. Butter
flies and beetles abound in great variety, and also tiny 
scarlet crabs. The only things which seemed to me out 
of proportion in the place were the spiders, which are 
monstrous. They also are very beautiful in their wa;y; 
some of them, with great bodies, looking as if cut out of 
the richest black velvet, wi^th stripes of bright gold across 
it. The lizards, t^oo, are exquisit^e. The cicalas are a 
nuisance; one can hardly hear oneself or any one else 
speak for them. They call them and
really, when they begin slowly ‘yes—yes—yes,’ and 
gradually quicken their note, till it becomes, nothing but
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a hai^sh, grating hiss, the likeness to the whiir of a 
machine is great, and the relief when it stops indescribabl^e. 
The PjTussian Consul here, who was one of our fellow
passengers from Shanghai, t^ook us some pretty rides, and 
occasii^nally in his boat about the harbour. Once to a 
point near the enti'a^n^ce, where we landed, and found a 
small fishermen’s t^emple placed high up the hill, with 
steeps and an avenue of square wooden archways leading 
.to it thr^ough a bamboo groove, full of insects, mosses, and 
ferns, A very quiet and pretty spot. The temple itself 
is only a small square room, hung round with pictures, 
principally of foxes, which Mons. L. thought were most 
probably votive o^ffei’ings, made by people who had lost their 
friends. The fox is looked upon as a great and powerful 
demon, to be held in much venerai^i^on. He is supposed 
often to take the form of a beautiful woman, in which 
shape he appears to men, and lures them on, and on, and 
on, till they are lost in the forest, and on discovering it 
hang themselvms. Therefore, when any one is lost, of
ferings are immediately made at the nearest fox temple, 
when, if the devil is. propitiated thereby, the search for • 
the lost one is successful!

We rode one morning to the top of ‘Battery Hill,’ 
which overlooks the t^own and settlement, and gives a 
magniticent panoramic view of t^he whole harbour and 
surrounding country. At this time of year, there is 
curiously little colour in the landscape : it is nearly all a 
soft greyish tint, of difte:re:n'b shades. In the autumn 
they said the colour of the woods was gorgeous, and even 
now, when the sun strikes • on a paddy^-field, or bit of 
copse on thep^nountain-side, it brings out a brilliant touch,
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but otherwise the colour is very similar everywhere. _ In 
some places the method which is carried, out here of cut
ting the woods gives a stiff appearance t^o the hill-sides. 
They are cut in regular rows, and only once in three 
yearns. Many of the governmental arrangements of that 
kind seem very good. Every man, who cuts one tree, 
has to plant two instead ; no fish is supplied to foreigners 
until the natives have taken all they requi^ire; every 
house is obliged to have in store so many bags of rige, 
and so much dried fish, accoirding to the family, in case of 
famhne; and an ofhi^er goes round to every house, so many 
times a-year, to see that they have the proper amount. 
One instance of the readiness of the Jjipan^ese to adopt 
European improvements is shown by the use they were 
making of a machine for* husking rice, which had been 
lately sent to them from England. We saw it in operation 
at the foundry, being worked by one of the engines there. 
It exactly resembled the quartz crushing^-machines used 
at the gold-fields, only with wooden instead of wrought- 
steel crushers. By means of t^hris, one man can husk as 
much rice, and more quickly and effecit^ially, than it for
merly required twent^y^-five men to accomplish.

The native Ja^pa^nese towns are a grand improvemej^it 
upon the Chinese. At Nagasaki Inhere were no unpleasant 
sights and smells, the streets were much wider, wi^h a 
paved causeway in the middle, picturesque houses, clean 
mats, and great neatness of arrangement in their wares. 
But there is little in the shape of curiosities. Eggshell 
china and straw-work are the only specialities. The 
latter is very beautiful, and extraordinai’ily cheap. In 
the town we often met two-sworded gentlemen walking

    
 



396 JAPAN.

about. Their looks were not of the pleasantest, and it 
appeared as if very little provocation would be required 
t^o turn insolent looks into something more disagi’eeable. 
But the only unpleasant manners one meets with here 
are from people of this class. The shopkeepers and lower 
orders are extremely civil, and among no class in this 
part of the coiuntry exists the ultr^Ei-ex^clusiveness which 
obtains at Yedo; and, as inter^course with foreigners be
comes more extended, even that seems to be rapidly 
wearing away. I am afraid there are few of them who ' 
do not possess the usual attsributes of Eastern natirnns; 
viz., a tendency to lie and steal whenever they get a 
chance; but those who have had mos^t to do with them 
agree in speaking highly' and hopefully of them as a 
people. I fear, too, that our own countrymen, in many 
inst^su^ces, do great harm by insisting, John Bull-like, 
that there cannot be such a fine fellow in the world as 
an Englishman, and treating the Ja^pa^nese, who probably 
think much the same of t^hemselves, as inferiors, and as 
a conquered people. W^ien men consider t^he^mselves 
jus^t^ified in pushing a native off the causeway, upon 
which both happen t^o be, as a young man one morning, 
at the table dhOte, maintained he had a right to 'do, 

•‘because the native was an inferior, and must always be 
looked upon as an -inferioi^,’ it is not surprising that it is 
necessary to go about with pistols and revolvers. But 
this part of the country is so diffei'ent from Yedo, where 
all the great Daimios reside, that I imagine mos-t alarmists 
rmn much greater risk of being blown up by their own 
fire-arms than of being cut in pieces by the swords of their 
enemies.
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The Prru^ssian Consul took us one afternoon to visi't 
a friend of his, a Jaipanese gent^l^eman, living just beyond 
the hotel. He gave him no notice of our intent^ion, so 
that we might see him in his eveiy-day guise. When we 
arrived he was in his garden, hut immediately came for
ward, and, in a most couit^eous, gentlemanly manner, in
vited us in. The garden was very small, but made the 
utmost of. A little rill of water ran round it, in which 
were rocks, wi^h small ferns and water-plants growing 
among t^hem. In front of the house the water ended in a 
small pond, in which flourished some enormous lotus plants, 
with an extremely tasteful and pretty arrangeme;^’t of 
rocks and flowers round it. The room int^o which he 
firs'b took us appeared to be the general sitt^.^ng^-^r^oom. It 
was full of all kinds of odd thi^igs ; among others, a map 
of the world on Mercator’s projection, hanging against the 
wall. The family altar on tius day, one of the three 
during which the Feast of Lanterns is celebrated, was 
plentifully supplied wi'th fruit and joss-sticks, and many 
china jars and ornaments. Int^o this room the sun was 
shining, so we went on to another, in a detached building 
close to the first, where our host t^ook down the side-'vw^ll; 
a simple pI?ocess, when they only consist of a sliding- 
panel filled in with paper, and brought us into an empty 
room, which looked out into another tiny gar^d^en^. Her’e, 
apparently, the litt^le brook rose, formed itself into a 
miniature fountain, and wi^h a pleasant, refreshing 
t^inkl^e, but faint as fairy bells, tr^j^ekled away over a 
miniature rockery. This room was only partially matted, 
elsewhere the wood, which was waxed, shone like satin. 
A pillar in the centre was formed of a tree stem, with
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the rough, outer bark removed, and then waxed, till 
it looked as bright as if ■ varnished. ' The whole place 
was simple, clean, cool-looking, and in-, perfectt-'taste.' .Tea 
was brought almost immediately^, and a’ box ’ of ' sweet . 
cakes and comf^-ts, as prett^ily arranged -as a box of Fr^encli. 
bon-bons, also a lacquered basket, co^D'taining a china jar 
of charcoal for lighting pipes, with a space all round for 
the ashes. The Ja^p^anese pipes, like the Chinese, contain 
only a pinch of tobacco, suff^<^i^i^nt for t^wo or thiree whiffs, 
after which it is emptied and refilled. In either China or 
Jetpan, people should have nothing else to do, when 
smoking, but to fill and empty theirt j^i^p^es. The Japan
ese tea is delicious. It is dried in the sun, and the infu
sion is of the palest straw colour, and very delicate in 
flavour^. They have small wicker-work ‘ sol^i;aires,’ which 
they dip into the cup and generally use, even when the. 
tea has been made i^n a teapots. Our host conversed 
much wi'th Mons. L., not in the ceremonious, measured 
style of the Chinese, but in simple and sensible language, 
accompanied though by a good deal of bowing and 
ceremony, in gesture and manner^. Indeed his manner 
more nearly approached my idea of perfection, in the com
bination of co'urtly politeness and stately cordiality, than 
any I have ever seen, except, now and then, in an old 
English gent^leman, and once in an old American. He 
was genial without being empr^e^ssS, and reserved without 
being cold. He gave us a specimen of Ja^panese music, 
on t^wo instruiment^s. One much resembled a lute, but
was shorter^. He played upon this with a litt^le slip of 
t^oit^oise-shell. The other was a rude J^ind of violin, in 
form resembling a very short-handled croquet mallets.
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The bow.was passed under the strings, so as not to be 
lost, and a lump 6f rosin was fastened on to the mallet
head, • agai.nsit which the bow passed at every movement, 
thus saving the player all t^iouble in rosining. He tinned 
both instruments •in fifths, and then played some very 
pretty airs,, plaintive, and melancholy, but quite western 
in character, with the same intervals and harmony as our 
own.- He said the two instruments sounded much better 
when played together, which one could believe. When 
we were leaving, I begged a fern-leaf from his garden, 
whereupon he gave me,a whole plant, and some beautiful 
pomegranate blossoms. He desired Mons. L. to tell us, 
that he should always be happy to see us, if we were 
passing, even were we alone. When t^old that we had 
come from Bombay, he i^nmediately showed how he had 
studied his map by exclaiming, ‘ Ha! ha! Bom-bay, Hin- 
doos-stan, ha! ha!'

An old man, with educated birds, came one day to the 
hotel, and put them through their parts. They were 
tomtits and goldfinches, very clever in their t^ri^cks, which 
were, however, much the same as one may see any day 
in the streets in London,—hopping up steps to pull a 
bucket out of a well, fairing a pistol, drawing a bow--^ibring 
(the arrow, of course, hitting the bull’s eye), choosing a 
named card out of a pack, and so on. But t^he old man 
was unique. He had but one arm, and was the mosit 
original specimen of a wizened, lanter^n-ja^wed, old Jcif^a^nese. 
He chattered away the whole time in a high-pitched, 
unmoduljated voice, waving his head backwards and for
wards exactly like a Chinese mandarin of the mosit con
ventional type, as sold at the Baker Street Bazaar.
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The care bestowed upon t^he graveyards in Japan is 
a great improveme^nt upon China. The neatness and 
order reigning within the wal^s are admirable. Flowers, 
or evergreens, are generally planted round the. graves, 
and they often have vases wi'th evergreens placed in them, 
in front of the tablet. Every family has its own litt^le 
plot of ground walled round, inside which are the graves 
in rows ; each grave with its tablet and inscription in 
gold, black or red: the latter only when the person for 
whom t^l?e grave is prepared is still living. Those who 
are rich enough bnmi their dead and bury the ashes.

We .were taken one day by some friends to a small 
place called ‘Siebold’s Garden,’ formerly the property 
of a Dut^chman. As there was not much to see in 
the garden itsel^f, we scrambled up to the top of a 
hill behind the house, on which are the ruins of a 
Daimio’s castle, whence one has .a fine view of the 
whole of the harbour^. The ci-ty lies at the fooit of the 
hill, looking neat and clean, wi^h trees growing among 
the houses ; while spreading gradually up the sides of 
the hills, in all direct^i^ons, are these picturesque and 
neatly-kept graveyards. This ruin was the scene of a 
Jaipanese romance. A shorit time ago, t^wo lovers, whose 
parents or guardians were averse to their union, came to 
this spot, where the gentleman shot first the lady and 
then himself. Their bodies were found side by side among 
the rocks. They say t^his so:rt of. tragedy is by no means 
uncommc^n; and if there is an obstacle in the way of a 
marriage, lovers are often found clasped in each other’s 
arms at the bottom of a well. '

We were , very fortunate in being at Nagasaki during
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the Feast of Lanterns, which is celehjrated here more 
generally, and wiith greater feas-ting and holiday-making, 
than at any other place. The feast is held in honour of 
departed relat^ives and ancestors : it lasts thi'ee days, or 
rather nights ; for the feasting only begins at dusk, when 
the graves are lighted up. The effect on the lUll-sides all 
round is very pretty, like a far-dn^itaiot view of a lamp-lit 
city, with rows, unequal in length and irregular in shape, 
of twinkling lights. The first night, only t^hose who have 
died during the past year are feasted; consequei^itly, there 
is not much lighting required. The second night, th^c^se 
who have died during the last t^wo yearrs; when f^re is 
more fighting^. The thir^d, and last night, the spii'i^its of 
all the ancestors that ever were ai'e feasted, and then sent 
away in straw boats, filled with food, sweetmeats, trum
pery ornaments, copper cash, &c., decointed wjth flags 
and coloured sails, and hung round with lant^er^ns. An 
English merchant in partnership with one of the largest 
Ja^panese houses at Nagasaki, offeired to take us to visit 
his friends during their grand feast on the last nights. 
We set off about seven o’clock in the evening, and after 
about half-an-hour’s walking reached the graveyards 
behind the city. They were most bi'iU^i^i^-tly light^ed. 
Wooden frames, like -clothes-horses, lined the walls of 
each family buria^l^-p)l^a^c^e. On these were hung one, t^wo, 
or three rows of paper lanterns, on which were devices, 
generally in black, but sometimes in red, or other bright 
colours. The mos't common was a butterflly; others had 
figures or letters}; others a grand kaleidoscopic arrange
ment of various colours and devices. I could not find 
out anything more with regard to the butt^e^rfly than what
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I could see for myself; but it is strange how, in all" 
countries of the world, there seems, to be some custom, 
t^jra^dit^i^on, or superstit^ion, which forms, as it were, a link 
between all nations and kindreds- through all times of the 
world’s history. On t^he open space in the middle of each 
plot of ground mats were spread, and there the family, as 
existing at the t^i^me, meets and feasts. Sometimes one 
saw a large, merry, family party, old and young, children, 
and babies in arims; sometimes a man and woman, or a 
man and tw-o or three women; sometimes a woman with 
two. or three chii^chrt^n; sometimes an old and young 
woman ; and sometimes a poor old man, or woman, quite 
alone. All seemed cheerful and happy, and everything 
was quiet and orderly. The most astonishing part of it 
was the absence of noise. Of course there was a great 
buzz where t^housands were gathered together, all talking 
and laughing, and children occtisit^nally shouting or cry
ing, but there was no noise, nor was there the. hideous 
tom-tomming and squeaking of cow-horns, which invari
ably attend Indian and Chinese feasts. The graveyard to 
which we went was one ofthe largest. There was a great 
family gathering of old and young. They made us^silt down 
on their mat, which was raised on a small platform, and 
brought us tea and sweatme^l^s—the old women, while 
we were drinking our t^ea, amusing t^liemselves by an 
examination of our clothes. At the coimer, where I was 
sitting, one old woman could pursue her investigat^i^ons 
without my being much the wiser, and went on until she 
arrived at my crinoline, which caused immense astonish
ment, and; demanded the attent^i^on of all the ladies of the 
party, who took hold of the steel and bent it backwards
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and forwards, quite unable to comjorehend its use. They 
lent us a guide fromhere i^o take us to some of the other 
graves, the paths between being some-^liat rough and 
intiicat^e. After .seeing several other festive parties, we 
returned to the hotel to wai^ till midnight, when we were 
taken t^o the head of the bay, near the city, to witness 
the depai'ture of the spirits in their boats. We had seen 
the boats standing in fronts- of almost all the houses in 
the streets as we passed thi’ough t^he city. The hull is 
entirely of straw, and is very well made. Sometimes, 
instead of each house having its own boat, the street 
clubs and produces a huge thing, in joints, like the sea
serpent, about 50 or 60 feet long. Soon after midnight 
the f^irsib boats made their appearance, but not till abo^it 
two o’clock did the great rush take place, and then it 
was really very pretty, with all t^hese boats, brilliantly 
lighted by their col<^ured lanterns, and decorated with 
flags and evergreens. Some of them had enormous sails, 
on which were painted figures of Bhudhas or other repre- 
sentat^i^ons, or with their prows made in some quaint 
device. There was x^ne very large boat, which had a 
cobra’s head in brilliant green, with i^eniJic tongue and 
eyes glaring upon the beholder ! Others were like 
dragons, and some represented houses, or steamers, and 
Wire very cleverly made. They are carried down to 
the water, and when launched, are guided by men and 
boys, who push them before them while swimming. It 
is considered right for the boat to catch fire before it gets 
too far down the harbour, but some of the swimmers 
Seemed at once to guide their charge as near „a burning 
Wreck as possible, so as to set it on fire immediately. In
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spite of which a long string of them worked their wfay- 
down towards the sea. About t^wo o’clock the sakki 
appeared to have taken great effect. The ancestors’ 
spirits were no longer made to descend the steps with 
slow and becoming dignity, hut came f^umbling down, 
the boats falling over as. soon as they touched the 
water, and presenting the most dissipated appearance, 
many of them catching fire before they were well 
afloat. The view of the harbour from above must have 
been very pretty at the time that the boats formed a 
procession ; but had we gone on to the hill we should 
have lost the details, which are curious and interesting. 
The row back down the harbour was delightful. It is a 
great pity, when in Japan, not to spend the moonli^ght 
nights entirely on the water'. Anything more lovely than 
the harbour then appears, or more delicious than the air, 
it would be diff^^^ulit to imagine. Next morning f^he water 
was covered with the debris of the night’s work, and 
alive with small boys swimming about among the straw 
wrecks, seeking for cash, or sweetmeats, or anything 
which might have escaped the eyes and fingers of former 
‘ wreckers.’ „

One of our principal reasons for comi;ng to Nagasaki, 
was the hope of getting t^o Yokohama by the Inland Sea- 
For some t^ime it seemed very doubtful whether we should 
be able t^o do so. The war between the Tycoon and 
Prince Chiusiu was at its height, and the Ja^p^a^nese, who 
are very jealous of that sea being open to foreigners, were 
doing all they could to make their civil war an excuse 
for closing it, by contriving to make the passage of the 
Straits of Simonasaki disagreeable, if not dangerous to
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foreign vessels. The ministers and consuls were equally 
anxious, and determined not t^o let it he so, but at the 
same time warned captains of vessels, that if they found 
an engagement going on in the Straits, and did not 
anchor, they must be responsible for any injury which 
might happen to t^heir vessels from stray shots, or what 
would be called such. Fair enough one would think, but 
the good people here consitrued it into the supposition 
that there must be great danger • att^ending the passage. 
The last steamer which came through was carrying 
Ja^panese officials, and had been fired upon, so the cap
tains and owners of vessels, that would under other cir
cumstances have gone about once a-week, could not make 
up their miinds to the risk. They coin^it'antly sent word, 
now that they would, now that they would not, go, till 
we began to fear that we should have to return to 
Shanghai, and thence recross to Yokohama. At last, one 
evening, we were greeted by the news that a steamer 
was really going the next day. She did not go till three 
days after, and had on board very few passengers, excerpt 
Ja^^amese officials. However, we could not afford to lose 
the oppoirtunity, and accoi'dingly started in her.

Among the fourteen Japanese offi^tsi^ls on board were 
an offi^^er of rank, and an interpreter, going to join one 
of the Tycoon’s vessels at Simoi^nasc^l^i; the others were 
going on to Yokohama. It is very amusing to wit
ness the manner of inferioi’s to superiors among the 
nati^ves. If a gentleman is speaking to his servant, the 
latter stoops down, and keeps up a perpetual curt^seying, 
at the same t^ime rubbing his knees up and down, and 
Wh^t^fling, as an English groom does whilehcleaning a
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horse. Two of these gentlemen were quite Anglicised, 
and begged, through the interpreter, that they might be 
allowed to dine with the Eur^ojrean^. Their request was 
acceded to, and they t^ook their meals with t^he European 
passengers, using knives and forks as if they had been 
accustomed to them all their lives. Ind^eed, the differ
ence between their management of those implements and 
that of a German on board, who used to flourish his in 
a way that made one tr^emble for his neighbours' eyes and 
thr^oats, was striking. The Japanese were all remarkably 
well behaved. One of t^h^em, a doctor, was inclined to be 
very communicative, and fancied he knew something of 
Eng^lish. It was difS^c^ul^ to comjprehend one’s mot^ier 
tongue when a sentence consisted of only one or two 
words of English, pr^onounced in a somewhat oi’iginal 
manner, and all the rest Ja^p^a^r^e^se, aided by signs, which,, 
though expressive, did not lessen the diff^<^iil^y of carrying 
on a long conversation. He came t^o me one day, when I 
was reading a very ‘ trashy ’ novel, and asked if my book 
was English, I said yes, and asked if he could read Eng
lish. He did not quite follow this, but after a pause 
inquired, pointing t^o my book, ‘English historry?’ ‘A 
history,’ I replied. ‘ Oh,’ then a long pause, ‘ is it general 
history V I answered that it was ‘ very general history.’ 
Afterwards he tried very hard to explain all about the 
defences of one of the ports where we stopped. But the 
conversation at last resolved itself into a mixture of 
Ja^panese words and gesticulations, so that I_ could only 
arrive at the fact of their possessing no guns, only pist^ols 
and swords. The dress of these highv officiials was very 
similar to that of an English bishop. In the dusk . of the
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evening, unless one happened to see the peculiar cut of 
the hair, or the face, one would almost believe it to be a 
high dignitary of our Church standing near. They wore 
knee-breeehes and gaiters, and a square-cut coat, lfigh at 
the throat. When without gaiters they showed black 
silk stockings, and generally wore English shoes. The 
only difference in the costume of each was the colour and 
pattern of a little worked patch on the coat at the'back 
of the neck. I believe this is the crest of the wearer.

About noon of the day after we left Nagasaki we ar
rived at the entrance to the Straits of Simonasaki. There 
were three steamers t^l^ere, belonging to the Tycoon. The 
batt^eries on either shore belonged to Pirince Chiusiu. 
Besides the officer and interpret^er, various cases of mus
kets had to be disembarked for one of the steamers. This 
kept us altogether for abo^it three hours holding commu
nication with the Tycoon’s people, in a way that was cer
tainly suff^<^:ient to compromise our neutrality in the eyes 
of the Prince’s party. Whether it was that, or merely with 
the hope of intimidating us, I cannot say; but as we 
were passing the fb^-s-t battery they fired three shells, 
which passed over our stem and fell into the water. 
They had previously fired one or two shot, apparently 
with a view of warning the battery at the other end of 
the Straits, which answered imm.ediately. So we were 
prepared for more fairing there; in which case our captain 
kad his guns all ready to return it. But they took no 
not^ice of us ; at least in that way. There was great ex
citement among the people in the towns by the water’s 
edge, and in the numerous batt^e^xi^es, both masked and 
open, on the hill-sides. The streets in the 4,owns were
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crowded, the offifcers at the batt^ei^ies examining us 
th]?ough their glasses with great attent^ion ; but they took 
no further notice of us, and we cleared the outer passage 
in safety. The foUow^g is the Japanese accoL^'t of the 
occurrence :—

‘ Si^mx^n^oseht, 22d Day of 7th Mo^ith, 

(August 31, 1866).
‘ M, D. Flowers, Esq.

‘Sir,—I have the honour of writing you the matter which 
took place yesterday afternoon, about 3 o'clock.

‘ A British vessel was coming down f^-om the Sea of Kushiu towards 
Simonoseki. The officer at Hikoshima thought she was a strange one, or 
ought to he an enemy’s one, having not observed any sign in the ship. 
On account of this, against the ship they fired a gun from the island; 
but she has not been any danger at all. This gun is a field-piece, and is 
used for conveying intelligence to the army and navy at Simonoseki 
when enemy comes there, as we are at the present state. Unfortu
nately, the officers could not see the British flag in the ship, in conse
quence of it has been rolled on the mast by the wind. The officers are 
now punished for their fault, and we g^’eatly fear ourselves for this 
mischief. We beg to have the excuse on the matter, as it was a real 
mistake. We shall take g^'eat care in future, whenever a foreign vessel 
is passing this Strait. An officer Kozen was sent, for informing you upon 
the matter.

‘ I have the honour to be,
’ Sir,

Your obedient Servant, *

Katswura Gow,
The Governor of Simonoseki.’

Pri^vate Letter to Mr. Lowder, sent at the same time.

‘ Si.rwnu^sekt, 22 d Day of 7 th Months,

‘ Dear Lowder,
‘ I am so sory to inform you that we have done a great mischief 

against the British ship yesi^t^rday. v
‘ The Governor wrote the Consul on the matter, and an officer wis
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sent for Misenger. I wish you will hear everything from Godai, and 
will kindly make the best for us, as it was a true mistake. What are 
we stupid fellows [//ere followed a mark, either' inter^'ogation or admi- 

rOtion, though which it was im^jjossible to say] as such a thing has done ! 
I wish you will soon explain the matter to Mr. Flowers, and write to Sir 
Parkes at Yokohama. I have no doubt you would be so kind as to 
help us.

‘ Dear Lowder, 
Yours very truly,

. Ito.'

Unfortunately for t^heir veracity, the Union Jack was 
blowing out as straight as possible, the captain having 
been part^icularly careful not to give them that excuse.

The conduct of the J Eipanese on board, while we were 
passing thr-ough the Straits, was a good instance of the 
way things are managed in Japan. As soon as we moved 
from the place where we had stopped to disembark the 
officer and muskets^ one and all went quietly down on to 
the lower deck, where they remained crouched behind 
the guns, or close under the bulwarks, peeping out of the 
port^s. There had been no apparent co^rsnlltation among 
them, nor had the captain given the slightest hint that 
t^heir presence as Tycoon’s officiials would compromise the 
vessel. It was done quietly, and without the least fuss, 
as if it was the most natural thing in the world. After 
we had passed they returned to their various places all 
over the upper deck, as before.

The scenery just outside the Straits is pretty, and the 
whole way closely resembles lake scenery. But we had 
had our expectat^ions raised to such a pitch by descriptions 
of it, that we were fain to confess a certain amount of 
disappoii^'tment when we saw it. I believe, however, that
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we were unfortunate both in weather and ti^me. The 
former was often very bad, and some of the funes^b points 
we passed during the night^s. At Hiogo, which is said to 
be the mosst beautiful place in Japan, the rain was so 
heavy that we could not land. It is, in t^ime, to be an 
open poiT ; and then, doubtless, we shall hear great things 
of the scenery, which is at present only known to a fa
voured few. Had the weather been brighter, there were 
many parts which we could imagine would be extremely 
prett^y^.. But I canno-t think that the scenery of the 
Suonada or Inland Sea would ever be worthy of the 
rhapsodies bestowed . upon it by many of t^h^ose who have 
seen it. It is certainly • not as fine,, either in form or 
colouring, as that surrounding the Scotch or Irtish lakes. 
We heard that we lost half the beauties in coming 
through as we d^df^nd that one should be stationed in 
the sea, and able to go in and out of the litt^le bays and 
nooks, in order fully to appreciate its beauty^. And this 
I can readily believe.

On the morning of the 4th of September we had our 
fir^it glance of Fusiy’^ama, the sacred mountain of Japan ; 
and one cannot wonder, after seeing it, that the Japanese 
should so worship it. Imagine a grand cone, in a country 
where there are few high mountains, 12,450 feet high, 
standing comj^iaratively alone out of the plain, for the 
other hills near are as nothing, and appear more like part 
of the slope leading to it than a separate rang^e. There 
is almoslt always a little snow on the summit, and when 
seen on a. clear .morning or evening, cut sharp and dis
tinct against the sky, it is a magnificent ^^Igect, and well 
wn'tiy of. the veneration bestowed upon it. We had
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to beat our way against a strong headwind and heavy 
sea up the hay to Yokohama, where we arrived abOut 
5 p.m. It is a pretty bay, but the day was not favourable 
for seeing it; and after the very early morning Fusiyama 
had been enveloped in clouds, and quite invisible.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

YOKOHAMA AND YEDO.

The morning after our arrival, Sir Hany and Lady 
Parkes came to our hotel, and invited us to the Legation; 
where we stayed, both here and at Yedo, enjoying our 
visht thoroughly, thanks to the kindness of our host and 
hostess.

The settlement a't Yokohama is of considerable extent; 
the houses almost invariably bui^it of wood, stone being 
considered unsafe where earthquakes are of coj^f^l^ja^-t oc
currence. On the other hand, wooden houses run great 
risk from fire ; and almost the first news we heard after 
our departure from Japan, was that nearly the whole of 
Yokohama had been burnt down. The native town lies 
to the east of the settlement, and runs in an easterly di
rection till it merges into a straggling suburb, which 
eventually, after crossing t^wo long bridges over wide 
canals, joins the Tokaido. There is a gate at eiither end 
of the native town, which is closed and guarded at night. 
The Tokaido is the Imperial highway of Japan. It is a 
very good road, running thi'ough the whole length of the 
island of Niphon,* and is that by which the Tycoon and

* This word is pronounced ‘ Nippon.'
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Daimios, the great noblemein of Japan, when on
their way to or from Yedo, the capital, and their co'cnrtry • 
seats. One of the mosit contested points in making our 
treaty wiith Ja^pan, was the great desire of the Ja^panese 
to keep foreigners off the Tokaido. This was at last 
co]^<^e(^€^d; but even now there is, if not actual danger, 
always more or less risk to foreigners when using this 
road. Even otiose Daimios who are in favour of foreign 
int^ercourse, cannot restrain the feelings of the long i^r^ain 
of followers wiith which they trave! ; and more than one 
sad occurrence has, within the last few years, tcst^ified to 
the necessi^-ty for caution on the part of foreigner's, and 
for their being armed.

Yokohama stands on a plain surrounded by an amphi
theatre of low hills. Amongst t^hese are many delightful 
rides, abounding wiith beautiful tr-ees and shrubs, which 
from their richness and luxuria^nce, aided by t^he extensive 
cultivation of paddy in the level lands, produce much 
the same .general effectt as the scenery in Ceylon. Here, 
however, there is even greater variety and beauty in the, 
colouring, Irom the blending of intra and extra t^r^opical 
foliage. Nothing could be more lovely than these groups 
of dark, glossy-leaved trees and shrubs, surrounding st^iff, 
rugged, sombre-looking pines and firs, and among them 
the waving feathers of light, bright-green bamboo. A 
very fine road, following the coasit for some miles round 
Yokohama, has been made by order of t^he Ja^panese Go
vernment, wi’th the hope of keeping foreigners off the 
Tokaido. In this object it has not been succes^s^frd; but 
it has provided foreign residents with a very pleasant 
ride or drive. The views all the way are beaut^iful. The
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sea is as bitie as the Mediterranean; and • is covered • with
• whit^e-salled boat^s. For i^^ose who do not object t^o the . 

thick Jungle, there is a bridle-path to the top of one of 
the highest bills, called ‘ Macphefson’s Hill ; whence there 
is a splendid view over the coiUatry; and the pretty bay, 
called by the Americans (who were the firs',* in modem 
t^i^mes, to establish a t^i?eaty with..-j^£pani^j ‘Mississippi 
Bay’ This bay is situated at t^he back of the peninsula 
on which Yokohama stands. There were- •not, at this 
season, many wild flowers in bloom ; but among the few 
was the Piras Ja^p)onica, the beautiful red blossoms of which - 
covered its half-creeping stem. We -r£td a fiae view from 
this place of the noble Fusiy^a^ma^. The oftener one sees 
this magnificent mountain, the less one wonders, that it 
should be a“sac:r(^d’ object.

There is one long street in the native town known by 
the name of ‘ Curio Streelt,’ from the principal curiosiity 
vendors having established shops thei’e. Here we spent 
much of our time while at Yokohama. Buying and selling 

. is quite as long a process in Japan as in China, but in the . 
former is much more agreeable. In the first place, the 
scrupulous cleanliness of the shop and everything in it 
is one great advantage ; and another is, that everything 
is so admirably arranged in the Ja^panese shops that, 
while the owner is deliberating over the sum offered by 
the pui^chaser, the latter may amuse himself for hours in 
looking at other t^liing^s, arranged in drawers, or tr^ays, or 
shelves, round the shop. Even the commonesit art^icles 
are beautifully made by these ingenious people. As 
joiners, I imagine, they are unequall^edL I tried to get as 
many things as possible put • separately into the little

1
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wooden boxes, in which they pack one’s pui'chases, simply 
foi the sake of .the boxes ; they aie so sti^ong, and so pei- 

■fectly finished. I am sorry to say that curiosities, like 
many other tellings, seem to have deteriorated since the 
admission of foreigners into the island. There are now 
many'^base. imitations ’ of pretty things made wholesale 
for;. exportation io,England and America. It is wi'th great 
difS^i^'ul'ty that really Vdluable t^hings can be procured, so 
good ■ are the imital^i^ons, and so few are the curiosity- 
hunt^CT^S who 'can discern bet^ween ■ them and an original^. 
The ivory work is exquisite. Quite diffeirent in every 
way from the Chinese, and, in my .^jpiinion, infinitely su
perior. The Chinese are very clever,- patient, and gro
tesque in their designs ; but the Japanese possess an 
amount of real fun, and a sense of the ludicrous, which 
exhibits itself strongly in their works of art. There are 
certain little pieces of carved ivory, called ‘ nidjkis ’ 
(query as to spelling, winch I have made phonet^i^c) or 
‘ butt^ons,’ though they do not resemble any butt^ons known 
to Eur^opean requirements, which are fastened to one end 
of a cord that has pipe and t^oh^a^cco-case, or pen-and-ink 
holder fastened to the other end, to prevent its slipping 
thr^ough the waist-belt^. Some of these •* butt^ons ’ are very 
beautiful ; not only as carvings, but for the expression 
and taste displayed in the att^it^udes, grouping, and exe
cution. There is, we were told, a large collection of fairy 
tales, legends, and myths, popular amongst: all classes of 
Ja^panese ; and scenes from some of these are co;ni^t^ntly 
represented in the buttons ; also in small bronze plaque,.. 
which are used by the natives to let into the handles o£ 
their swords, and bought by foreigners t^o ''’ccnn^e^!!; int^o

    
 



416 JAPAN.

ornaments, such as brooches; necklaces, bracelet's, solitaires, 
&c. The Ja^panese are considered the finest metal-workers 
in the world, and I can readily suppose such to be the 
case after seei:ng specimens ofboth large and small bronzes, 
in which the blending of various metals, and engraving of 
the same, is what one could hardly imagine without see
ing it^. Storks, tort^oi^ses, frogs, and skeletons, are among 
their favourite subjects. Several of the fairy tales relate 
to the wars between the frogs and the snakeis; the illus- 
tr^at^ions of which, as often seen upon large ivory cups, are 
perfect. You see the snake watching from the trunk or 
branch of a'ti’ee, about which he is coded, while round 
the cup, frogs of various rank and degree march along, on 
their hind-legs, headed, perhaps, by a small green frog, 
wi'th a long lance in his hand, mounted on the back of an 
aldermanic brown frog, and upon the point of charging ms 
enemy the snake. There are many other things used by 
the Japanese themselves which are yet more curious and 
quaint, but which are so common, and in the coiuitry 
itself considered of so litt^le value, that no one t^hinks of 
exporting them. Amongst them we found some-blow
pipes, which were very original. They were made pf some 
kind of metal, in the form of a dumpy old woman, about 
Il inch high, whose face it required some ingenui'ty to 
discover. After being heated, soaked in water, and then 
placed upon a lump of hot charcoal, opposi-te the fire she is 
to blow, she soon begins puffing away vigorously, hissing 
a,nd spluttering, till she has blown the fire into a splendid 
blaze. Among the cliddren’s toys are paper pictures, 
.which look as if woven in crepe; these, when gently 
pulled on ail sides, grow to about t^wice their original
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size, still preserving the original forms. The illustrated 
Japanese books are very good, and show much artistic 
talents. I bought a few of them, which ' answered, as far 
as we could learn, to the litt^le story-books with wood
cut illusti’a^i^i^ons, such as would be given in England to 
school-children. I selected t^hem simply as studies for 
myself. A group of threes, a branch of bamboo, a bunch of 
leaves, a cottage and turn in a road, and such simple sub
jects, formed each of them a perfect study in itself, though 
appearing to have been drawn wi^h one stroke of the pen. 
The latter is, in fact, a brush, but is made quite hard 
wi'th gum or glue, except at the extremity. There are 
certain tilings, however, which it seems impossible for a 
Ja^pa^nese to draw with accuracy. We never saw the 
picture of a horse, cow, or elephant, that resembled the 
originals. In the latter case this might be because an 
elephant must always be drawn by them from the de
scriptions they have heard or read of the animal, for I 
cannot learn tha^i: elephants were ever found in, or brought 
to t^his country.

The multitude of uses to which paper is put in Japan 
is astonishing^. I believe there is nothing the people •
would not make of paper should no other material be at 
hand. Ra^i^-coats, umbrellas, pocket-handk^ej^cliiefs, lan
terns, windows, boxes, string, pouches which look as if 
made of morocco-^ll^E^ather, hats, almost everything one • could 
name. The paper is very fine and smooth, and extremely 
tough ; so much so, that it is impossible to tear it across 
the grai^i, and the edges are always rough and jagged 
when tom with the gratin. I should like much to have 
seen the manufacture of paper here, but the Ja^panese are

E E
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most jealous of showing any of their home manufactures 
to foreigners. We never saw a sheet of Japanese paper 
of any size. A good deal of it is stamped in patterns and 
coloiured, which, when used for windows, looks exactly 

‘l^ike ground glass or f^^gured muslin.
The Ja^panese china is beautiful, though not equal to 

the Chinese ; except the ‘egg-shell china,’ which surpasses 
for delicacy and transparency any that I saw in that 
co^try^. There are other kinds of china that I have 
rarely seen in England, and which are, I think, though 
perhaps less curious, quite as beautiful as the ‘egg-slhel^l^.’ 
Among .them the rarest, and mosit' difEii^ullt to procure, is 
lacquered china. I bought the only four pieces we could 
find or hear of in Yedo, when we were thLei’e. They were 
small round tea-cups, and, like" all tea-cups in China or 
Japan, without handles : they were white inside, and 
black, wi^h leaves beautifully painted in red, on the out
side. There is also a kind of china with the flowers, 
birds, or whatever the design upon it .may be, raised 
above the ground of the plate, saucer, or bottle, and 
this is done both in thick and l^r^ansparent china.

But of all the works of art in which the Ja^j)a^nese. 
excel the Chinese, the lacquer is the most strih^ing^. Some 
of that now made is very line, but not to be compared 
with the real old lacquer, which is very rare. This is 
hardly ever brought into the market, excejpt when some 
old family is in such distress for want of money that they 
bring pieces of antique lacquer (which is as highly es
teemed by them as family plate with us) to be sold at 
Yedo or Yokohama. There are on soine of the noblemen’s 
estates manufactories of lacquer, from which their owners
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derive great wealth. Some are celishirated for the excel
lence of the lacquer. Art^i^cles made there are always 
marked with t^he crest or crests of the owner of the 
estat^e, so that that which, is much sought after, such as 
Prince Satsvuna’s lacquer, may at once be recognised by- 
seeing his crest upon each piece.* We were in Japan 
just after Sir H. and'Lady Parkes had heen paying a 
visiit to Pii^ice Satsuma at Kagosima, his country-house 
in the island of Kiu Siu, not many hours distant from 
Nagasaki. The description of the lacquer in his house 
was quite tant^tilizing to t^h^ose who would never see it, 
but we could in some measure judge of its beauty from 
t^wo bowls which were then given to Lady P., and which 
wei’e far more beautiful than anything t^o be seen in the 
shops. In a Ja^panese house, nearly ’all domestic utensils 
are made of lacquer. When it is good, it is said t^o be
come all the more beautiful by use, and the ccom^-tant 
rubbing and cleaning burnish the specks of real gold and 
silver inserted here and there, and polish the surface to 
an extr^eme brilliancy.

We generally spent the morning in Curio Street, 
employing the afternoon in pleasant rides, wherever 
beautiful scenery was to be found.. On one occasion we

* Each Daimio has a particular crest, like any English gcntlonm^n; 

which crest is marked upon all his things,’from his gateway to the 
lacquer made for his own use, like our dinner or breakfast sets. Besides 
a private crest, each Daimio has a public one, to be put upon all china 
or lacquer made on his estate. When buying lacquer with both 
crests upon it, you know that it has been in use in the Daimio's family, 
and that either be has been in immediate want of money, a^id has there
fore sold some of his household furniture, or that he has had as much 
use as was required out of the article.
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rode to Treaty Point, the spot upon which the first Ame
rican treaty was signed. It forms the extremity of a spit 
of land, to reach which we had t^o go some distance along 
the shore, which here is closely lined with fishermen’s 
cottages. Before each stood a wooden press for extracting ' 
oil from fish. The presses were rude in construct^i^on, 
though doubtless, had they been' at work, they would 
have proved as ingenious and effecitive as all Japanese 
co:ntrivances are.

A few days after this, all, excep't Lady P., went to 
Yedo. We had made preparati^ons two or three days 
before, but the rain had each day delayed our depai-tuie. 
At last, however, as it appeared to have regularly ‘ set 
in,’ it was determined t^o brave the wet, and next morning 
we were to embark 'in H. M.’s gunboat ‘ Bustard.’ We 
found already assembled on board, and looking like 
drowned rats, the t^went^y’-^iive unfortunate marines form
ing the guard, wiith their officer, and one or two other 
gentlemen who were coming to stay with Sir H. at Yedo. 
The ‘Bustard’s’ reputat^ion 'was not based upon hex' 
speed : it was said that she had accomplished the eighteen 
miles, which is the distance by sea, in nine hours. How
ever, Lady P. had provided us with a basket of provisions, 
and, making the best of what was inevitable, we steamed 
away in the drenching rain. Mr. S. (the interpreter) was 
in rainy weather quite an apparit^ion. He had adopted 
the rain-coat of the nativ^es. Not one made of oiled 
paper, which much resembles a white or yellowish Mac" 
intosh, but one of thiose used by the coolies and corn^i^ry'' 
men, made by fastening together rows of fringe of lon# 
grass; iniwhich he looked more like a Nort^h^-A^mex^i^ca#
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Indian, with moo^e-deer t^iim^mings, t^han a civilised 
being. I could not learn that this coat possessed any 
superiority over those generally used by gent^lemerr.

Fortunately for us, the ‘Bustard’s’ character rose in 
the opinion of the public on this occasion. She brought 
us into Yedo harbour in very good. time. The pier, which 
is about a mile from the place where the gunboat cast 
anchor, is opposi'te the Legation gates, and only separated 
from them by the width of the Tokaido and. a short 
piece of lane, wi'th yaconins’ houses, sta^bles, and. so on, 
on either side. I believe this is one of the extra precau- 
t^ions for the safety of the members of the Legation which 
have been confsidered advisable, since the tr^ea^cherous 
attack made in 1861 upon the temple which was, for the 
t^ime being, the Legat^i^on, and where the then minister 
(Sir B. Alcock) was living.

T^ie present building is supposed to be only tempo
rary, having been run up as quickly as possible by the 
Ja^panese government, after one nearly completed, in an
other part of the city, was burnt down. This is, in 
summer, a very comfortable and wed-arranged house, 
with inside fi-ttings in Ja^panese style ; but in winter the 
sliding panels, filled in with paper', and the sitt^^^ng^■^lo^oms, 
with their -numerous doors opening on to the verandahs, 
must necessarily occasion unpleasant draught's. The house 
stands on a slope, and consists of a long single story, 
divided in the middle, with a covered passage connecting 
the two parts of the building. In one part is the mi
nister’s residence, and in the other the secretaries’ 
and atta^ches’ quarters. The barracks of the Emopean 
guard are a detached budding near the .secretaries’ quar-

&
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ters. The whole of t^he ground is enclosed by a high 
wooden wall, surmounted by a formidable chevaux-d^e- 

Wiich the Jatpanese declared was absolutely neces
sary. Fi^om the front verandah the view of the harbour, 
and three small Ja^panese forts, is pret^t^y^.

The yaconins form the native guar’d^. There is a large 
force of tliem always at hand, and no one can go an inch 
outside the gates, ei-ther on horseback or on foot, without 
f^;nding half-a-dozen of these men at his elbow, prepared 
to accomj^any him., in the same way. It makes one feel 
rather like a prisoner, being always att^ended by some of 
the European guard and a t^r^ibe of yaconins. And the 
necessity for being armed is t^r^ont^^^e^s^ome. But both pre
cautions are neces^sst^iry; for t^hough the Ja^panese are daily 
becoming more friendly, and -more dependent on fo
reigners, they are very uncertain (as many sad tales^. of 
foreigners who have been murdered by them, even during 
the last few years, sufS^<^:i(^:nibly prove), and very revengeful. 
If a Ja^panese thinks he has been insulted by a foreigner, 
and is unable to avenge himself upon the particular man 
against whom he bears a grudge, he will do so upon any 
foreigner he has it in his power t^o kill or injure ; and if 
unable to take his own revenge, will leave it as 'an heir
loom to his family. Thus no one can really coiisider him
self safe in Japan; nor does any one know whether he may 
be called upon to defend his life at a moment’s not^i^ce.

The yaconin guard is very annoying when one is 
riding, as, the mome^n-t the horses are put into a canter, 
half of them ride in front of the party, and being mounted 
on native ponies, which, though good, ^strong, sturdy ani
mals, have-not much speed, they are always under one’s
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horse’s nose. But the most vexatious part of being 
obliged to have this guard is, that whenever any occtasion 
occurs where their services are really required they dis
appear, and when questioned on 'the subject and remon
strated with, invariably declare that the foreigners were 
to blame for not following tliem.

Outside the wooden walls of the Legation, from a 
mound on which is the flagsta^fi,, the view over the bay is 
very pretty^. In the garden several kinds of azaleas were 
growing splendidly, and in the water, flowing among 
rockery, were lotus-lilies in abundance. Here we caught 
the most exquisite little lizard I have ever seen; it was 
like a gem made of enamel and jewels. About t^hree inches 
long, its head a rich bronze colour, shading down int^o 
bright green, which again passed into blue, so brisant 
that, at the end of the ta^il, it resembled lapis lazuli. 
Running down each side, from the eye to the tip of the 
t^a^il, was a slender line of the mosit brilliant gold The 
poor little reptile was so frightened when put under a 
glass, that we could see every beat of its heart, and, when 
released, it darted off like a miniature rockets.

The night after our arrival there was a severe typdioon. 
What a fearful night it was ! It seemed as if the whole 
house would be blown away with the violence of the 
wind; while the rain pouring down upon the roof, and 
t^he ceaseless rattle of doors and windows, almost drowned 
the voices of the sentries stationed round the house. 
Since the ti^eacherous assault, which I mentioned before, 
Btade upon the Legation, when the sentry was cut down 
before he 'had t^ime to call out, the sentries shout out the 
number of their post and ‘ AH. ’s well,’ at intervals of

• t
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half an hour, all thurough the night. Two or three days 
after we heard from Yokohama that the mail-steamers 
had been in the greatest danger in t^his t^yp^l^oon, and 
that the offerers had almost given up hope of savi^ig

The t^wo days after our arrival, before the horses 
were able to cross the river on the Tokaido, we could not 
make any long expedition in the neighbourhood, but our 
walks were t^o places of inter^est^. One day we went to 
Tozenji, the temple in which Sir it^. Alcock was living 
when the attack was made upon the Legat^ion. The si^tu- 
ation of the buildings is pretty, but must have greatly 
favoured the Japanese during the att^aick. High ground, 
covered with large threes, slopes down to the t^emple on 
all sides, offeeiiig conceaJ^imeTat and shel-ter t^o almost any 
number of men, who could easily break down a portion of 
the wooden enclosure surrounding the grounds without 
discovery. A fine avenue leads up t^o the pile of building, 
which comprises a large number of priests' houses, besides 
the temple itself. The priests for a long time refused to 
admi-t us, but at last agreed to show us the dwelling
house occupied by the English during their residence 
here, provided we would take off our shoes. We* did so, 
and they then led us thi’ough several rooms, f^-tted wi'th 
sliding panels, and carpeted with the soft, t^hick, white 
matting found in all Japanese dwellings. Anything 
more inconvenient and dismal as a residence t^han this it 
would be hard to find. The rooms are small and low, 
with closets, cupboards, and the encroaching comers of 
other rooms, taking up all the space, and so dark that it 
is wonderfii! people could have done anything in them
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except by candlelight. Certainly the present Legation is 
a, great improvement upon t^liese temples, not to mention 
the advant^a^o^e, politically, of having the minister’s resi
dence as an established f^ccct in the place. Temples are 
the caravanserais of Japan, where strangers, who can find 
no other lodging, obtain rest and shelter. Therefore, as 
long as the minister lived in a temple he was in the coun
try as a stranger, and, as it were, upon sufferance, not as 
his right, and on the fooiting established by treat^j^.

There is a pretty litt^le Ja^pa^nese garden, consisting 
principally of rockwork and water, behind the temple, 
and rising behind this is the wooded slope. Cut through 
it is a beautiful wide avenue, with the branches of mag
nificent trees meeting overhead. We proceeded through 
the grounds to a cemetery near, kept, as usual, with great 
neatness and order, and with the crest of the family, or 
some strange device, carved upon most of the sl^ones^. 
We came out into a fresh, green lane, with high hedges 
and banks covered with wild plants and creepers, remind
ing one of Devonshire lanes in summer.

The next day we went to At^ang^o-yama, or the Hill 
of Ata^ng^o. Atango is the name of one of the Jaipanese 
gods, whose t^emple is at the top of this Hill; ‘ yama ’ 
is the Japanese for mountain or hi^^^; ‘ Fusi-yama,’ 
* O-yama,’ and so on. A long fl^iiglit of very steep steps, 

■ more like a stone ladder than stairs, mounts from the 
road to the top of the hill. There is also a gentler 
ascent which winds round part of the hill, made, I 
believe, for the benefit of any infirm or decrepit persons 
coming t^o worship at the tempde. The hill is one of 
the highest^' among many which rise somewliat abruptly
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in various parts of the city. In front of the temprle* 
on the brow of the hill, are several long, low sheds, 
wi'th tables and benches, belonging t^o a f^ea-house close 
by, from which, while enjoying a refreshing cup of the 
delicate sun-dried Jaipanese tea, visitors may also de
light themselves wi'th the glorious panorama stretched at 
their feet, and the best bird’s-eye view of the ci-ty of 
Yedo to be obtained anywhere near. We had come from 
the Legation by an excell'^i^'t road, with now and then a 
cluster of small houses or shops, or a large house standing 
in its own grounds, and occa{^i^<^nally walls with trees 
peeping over, or high hedges, much resembling the * west
end’ suburbs of a large provincial town at home. But 
we had passed thi^ough none of the actual town, and now 
looked down upon it with curiosi-ty and wonder^. The 
situation is very beaut^iful. Following the curve of the 
bay for several miles lies the fairy-like white city, with 
the deep blue waters beyond, studded wi'th white sails, 
and wi'th more of the small island forts, which we had 
observed from the Legation verandah.

I believe, when once people have the plan of the city, 
with its diffeirent quarters, the winding river, and nu
merous canals, thoroughly fixed in their mind’s eye, it is 
easy for them to remember the various points, and. to 
find their way about it; but to those who see it for the 
first t^ime it appears a maze of houses and streets. The 
salient points are the Tycoon’s palace, and the Ya-shi-kis, 
i. e. residences of the Daimios, which are in the ‘ Official 
Quarter.’ These ya-shi-kis are small towns in themselves; 
many of them contain within the high, boundary-wall by 
which each is surrounded, the habitat^ions of from 500 to
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1000 souls, or even more—retainers and followers of the 
Daimio, and their families. I shall describe the appear
ance of the outside of th^ese ya-shi-kis more fully pre
sently^. Turning our backs upon the city, we looked over 
hill and valley, densely wooded, with many houses and 
villages appearing among the trees, while t^owering high 
above all around, and standing clear, though soft, against 
the sunset sky, rose the beautiful Fusiyt^ma.

The worship of the sun, particularly by tliose living 
in tropical latit^ucles, always seems to me a grand ideti; 
and no one, who has watched while majestically it sinks 
‘ down beneath the level, brine,' and, as is the case in the 
i^iopics, darkness almost immediately ensues, can deny 
that they who, requiring a visible object for their adora- 
t^ion, fixed upon the sun, chose the mosit glorious object 
in creation. But next t^o the worship of the sun, I think 
the worship of such a mountain as Fusiyama is the most 
reasonable and mosit exalted among heathen religions. 
It is a splendid mountain cone, and standing so entirely 
alone, and so far above any of the other mountains in the 
island, it really seems to belong more to heaven than to 
earths.

I believe there is nothing t^o be seen in the Temple 
of Atango; but if there were, it must be some-thing 
very extraordinary to draw people’s att^ent^i^on from the 
lovely views to be seen on all sides. We stayed for some 
t^ime enjoying t^hem, and also sundry cups of, not only 
* tea, by itself tea,’ but also a decoction made from cherry 
blossoms, which they call ‘cherry-flower tea,’ sounding 
very nice, but toasting very nast^y. At least we thought 
so; the Japanese appreciate it highly. It is very salt,
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and with only a slight, sickly, perfumed flavour be
sides.

On our return to the Legation we found that the 
riding horses had succeeded in crossing the river, which 
the rain had prevented their doing before. Sir H. had 
ridden down to Yokohama in the morning, and the next 
afternoon we rode as far as this river, eight miles from 
Yedo, t^o meet him on his return. The firs^ part of the 
road, after leaving the Legation, passes through Sina- 
gawa, a detached suburb of Yedo. It is a smal^ town in 
itself, on the Tokaido, and is the residence of all the worst 
characters in the place. When we were t^fiere, however, it 
was comparatively empty, as indeed was the whole of Yedo, 
the war having carried off many of the Daimios and their 
retainers to the southern extremiisy of the island. This 
was the firrst t^ime we had followed the Tokaido for more 
than a few hundred yards. It is an extremely good road, 
and when one considers that it extends the whole length 
of the island, it cannot but he regarded as a ver^- fine 
work. For some distance before we reached the river’, 
there were abundant traces of the destruction caused by 
its sudden and great rising^. When we arrived within 
sight of it, the ruined gardens, buried in'mr^d, houses 
with floors broken up, and marks of the mud high upon 
the walls, rubbish and debris washed into litt^le heaps, 
hedges broken through, and other unmistakeable vestiges 
of a flood, presented a truly melancholy spectacle.

The next day a large party of us rode through the 
ofi^ciiil quarter, and outside the moait which surrounds 
the Tycoon’s palace. The roads in ah this part of the 
city are very wide, very well kept, with large conduits to
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carry off the water on either side, and at short intervals a 
paved crossing for foot-passengers. The Daimios' ya- 
shi-kis are really fit (to judge from outward appearance) 
for the residences of feudal princes and noblemen, and to 
form the entourage of a palace. The houses are t^wo 
stories high, with the surrounding wall of the domain 
built in uniformi-ty wi^h such portion of the dwellings as 
forms part of the outside wall. The lowei' story is of 
massive blocks of stone, the upper story square tsiles 
placed diagonally, and with a tliick cord of plaster in
stead of the ordinary ‘pou^-ti^g,’ which forms a white 
honeycomb on a dark ground, and looks very well. 
Perhaps the general ef^'ecit might be height^ened, if the 
long length of wall t^hus built were more broken by 
windows or doors. Excepting near the gates, where are 
the habitat^i^ons of the guai'd, and at the windows of 
which we saw numerous loungers, Inhere was only an oc
casional break in the long line of stone and t^ile-work, in 
the form of a small window, or more often a griH^e, placed 
for the purpose of watching passers-by, or spying upon 
visitors to the ya-shi-ki. The great gates are magni
ficent, of solid, unpolished, but very handsome, wood. 
They are ornamented with the cres't or crests of the 
Daimio, to whom the ya-shi-ki belongs, in bronze, often 
weather-stained to a bright green. The hinges, bolts, 
and decoi^*ated handles, are also entirely of this very fine 
bronze. The doors seemed in all cases t^o be protected 
by a roof, budt like a lich-gate.

The moat surrounding the Tycoon’s palace is very 
deep. At the bott^om, and rising to some distance above 
the water, the banks are built up with l^rge blocks of
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st^one, from which a slope of beautiful green turf rises, at 
a steep incline, to the crown of the hill, where a stone 
wall encircles the plateau, upon which stands the palace. 
Of the building itself very little is visible (as foreigners 
are never admitt^ec^), exce^^-t a bit of wall or roof here and 
t^here, showing through the’ tr^ees which apparently sur
round the palace, and are thick and numerous just inside 
the wall. On the green slope groups of fir, pine, jurti^per, 
and bamboo are planted, and with that wonderful Ja^panese 
tast^e, which always seems to place them in the exact spot 
where they may appear to the greatest advani^a^ge. When 
the lotus-lilies, wi'th which the waters of the moat are' 
covered, are in blossom, it must add much to the general 
effect.

There are t^hi^ee bridges crossing the palace moat, 
near t^o one of which, on the opposite side of the road, is 
the entr^ance to the ya-shi-ki of the Gotiro, or Regents. 
In 1860 he was foully and tr^eacherously murdered while 
on his way to the palace, the Tycoon of that day being a 
minor.4' The story was fully impressed on my mind, for 
almoslt on the identical spot where the Regent lost his 
head, I met with an accident which might have proved 
very serious, but which was only an annoyance and in
convenience for some months. We were cantering along 
at a tolerably fast pace, wi-^h yaconins before, and lancers 
behind, and eight of ourselves, altogether making more 
noise than my horse liked, being a very spirited Arab, 
and quite unaccustomed to carrying a lady. Having .him 
well in hand, and being much interested in the story of

* \ *

* The ofEice of Regent is hereditary in Japan. It belongs to the 
head of one of the noble families, Ikomono by name.
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the murder, I was unwisely paying far more
attention to what Sir H. was telling me than to the road, 
so I did not observe that a -paved crossing we were 
approacliing was twice the usual width, and wider than a 
horse could take in his stride, until it was made evident 
by my horse coraiog down flat on his side, without the 
slightest warnings, as if all four legs had at once been cut 
from under him. He was up in a moment, with only a 
grazed shoull^e^e; but I had one foot badly sprained, and 
was a good deal bruised besides, as he had fallen on me. 
However, after bathing my foot wiith some water brought 
from one of the houses near, we were able to finish our 
ride round the moat, or at leas-t to the highest point on 
the road which skirts it, whence there is a fine view of 
the cii^ty; not so extensive as from Ata^ngo-ya^ma, but 
showing it more in det^a^il^.

The murder of the Regent took place early one morn
ing in March, 1860. It was a miserable, raw, drizzling 
morning when the Regent left his ya-shii-ki on his way 
t^o the Tycoon’s palace. There were but few persons 
abroad in such weaf^heir; the Regent himself was in a 
norimon,* with but a small ti'ai^i'of followers for a Daimio, 
who were all wi’apped up in their oi^^joaper cloaks. A few 
men, similarly clad, were standing in a group on the road, 
near to where the bridge crossed the moat. They excited

* Norimons are, in Japan, what palkees are in India and chairs in 
China. To me they always looked as if Oie side of a pair of fiat square 
scales (such as a^'e seen near stone quarries, or on wharves) had been 
run on a pol<}; and if for a * big man,' covered with curtair^fs; if a 
common hack norimon, left in its original naked ugliness and discomfort. 
The occupant must sit cross-logged, and even then cau hardly raise his 
head. I tried one once, and was never more uncomfortable.
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no surprise or suspicion, t^ill one of them suddenly placed 
himself in the road, immediately in front of the Regent's 
norimon. The att^endante on ei-ther side at once rushed 
forward to push him from the path, and at that instant 
the norimon was surrounded by the remainder of t^he 
group of idlers, and others who had been concealed some- 
whiejre at hand. The rain-coats had disappeared, and in 
their place gleamed coats-of-i^miii^. A sho:rt struggle 
ensued, but the Regent’s attendants appear to have been 
so thoroughly taken by surpr^ise, and so much encumbered 
by their rain-coats, that before many moments had elapsed 
one of the assassins rushed down the road carrying the 
Regent’s head in his hand. He passed one gate before 
the guard were aware of anything unusual, but was 
caught before reaching the next; and killed on the spot. 
Some say this inan was only a decoy, and that the head 
he carried was not the Regent’s, but that of one of the 
att^endants killed in the struggle and carried off thus, in 
order to draw away the att^ent^ion of the Regent’s party 
from his norimon while the murder was perpetrat^ed. At 
any rate, the headless trunk alone was found in the 
norimon; but, strange to say, through t^wo heads were 
missing, and though in Japan every action and'cllmost 
every word is watched and made known if necessary t^o 
t^hie government, the second head was never foiu^d! 
Some of the assassins, who had no chance of escape, 
performed the ‘ harikari ’ on the spot, rather than fall into 
the hands of just^i^ce. The harikari is a death which no 
man not entitled to wear t^wo swords can die (the small 
sword is used for no other pur^j^ose), and any man possess
ing the right may not be stopped in the performance,
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even though he should have been guilty of what would 
otherwise condemn him to a criminal death. Such a 
tragedy caused the greatest exciitement in the whole 
place, and it is believed that all t^h^ose implicated were 
discovered, though what became of t^hem was never re
vealed t^o the public. The guard of the first gate, who 
suffered the man with the Regent’s head to pass, were 
desired to perform the harika^ir^. There were t^wo ot^ier 
high Daimios also on their way to . t^he palace, coming t^o 
the same bridge about the same t^ime as the Gotiro ; but 
the whole occurrence was so rapid, that it was over before 
they could come to the rescue, even had they wished to 
do so. Some suppose that they were not entirely igno
rant of the impending ati’ocity.

For the next two days I was unable to go out, but 
Sir H. allowed us to have the verandah full of curiosity
vendors, who brought several very beautiful specimens of 
Ja^panese work. Like their fellows at Yokohama, many 
of whom are partners or headmen of the Yedo merchants, 
they were in no want of money, and after spending hours 
every morning in bargaining, we left Japan without ac
quiring some of the coveted t^r^easur^es, hoping that later 
in the season they might be secured for us at a reason
able price. Among other things we bought here, and had 
not even seen at Yokohama, was some Japanese armour^. 
Several ‘ warriors,’ armed cap-d-pi^e, and mounted upon 
wooden horses, in full caparisons, were sent to the Paris 
Exhibit^i^on. But as they were entire models, wi'th the 
warrior himself inside his armour, those who saw them 
there may not perhaps have remarked that the moustaches 
and eyebrows, which add much to the fierce apd bristling' 

r F
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aspect of the countenance, are fastened on to the casque, 
or helmets.

One day Sir H. was engaged to pay a visit to the 
Tycoon’s cemetery. It was t^o be a state affair, and I 
was very sorry to be the only one of the party unable 
to go. It was unsuccessful on accoimt of rain, which 
came pouring down just as they arrived. But it must 
have been worth seeing. About 200 priests were as
sembled in full canonicals to receive the Minister. I 
was amused at hearing the opinion held by the captain of 
yaconins wi'th regard to foreigners, which was eliciited on 
this occasion. Mr. S. (the interpreter) heard him boasting 
of his superior wisdom in having brought a rain-c(^^t; 
for, he said, he knew it would rain before he set out. 
Mr. S. asked him why, if he knew it, he had not pro
claimed it, so that others might have provided them
selves with rain-coats. ‘ Oh,’ he said, ‘ if I had told you, 
that would have been the very reason you wouldn’t have 
brought anything : tell a foreigner there’s somewhere he 
mustn’t go, and he sets off for that place immediately !’ 
I believe this is quite tr^ue, and the reason is, that in 
mos^ cases, when a Ja^panese says a taking cannot or must 
not be done, foreigners know that it can and must be 
done, and t^heirefore the more the former try to prevent it, 
the more the latter insist upon it.

As soon as Lady P. heat'd of my accident, with her 
usual thought^fuln^ess, she sent up her carriage and ponies, 
so that I was soon out of doors again. Unf'oi’tunately, a 
few days after coo^s^i^ianib rain set in, which prevented our 
making longer expeditions than to some of the shops in a 
part of the, town where the inhabi'tants were tolerably
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quiet and orderly, though even there the sight of 
foreigners, and (a still stranger sight) a carriage, caused 
such crowds to collect, that all the effoi'ts of the yaconins 
could not prevent t^he street being blocked, and the car
riage comj^i^etely shut in among ih^ese inquisitive people. 
The French Minister had a carriage, but there were no 
others in Yedo ; and one day Captain A. heard a man, as 
we were pass^g him, call to a companion, and draw his 
att^ent^ion to the ‘ fishing-rod the man has got in his 
hand! ’

The f^st fine day we joined the Fi'ench Minister in 
a picnic to a very pretty little lake about six miles out 
of Yedo. An eccentric Scotchwoman and her husband, a 
seemingly very worthy Fi-enchman, were staying at t^he 
Legation, and the French Minis'ter was anxious that 
t^he picnic should take place while t^liey were wi'th him. 
The moi-ning cordd hai’dly be called ‘ f^ie,' t^h^ough it 
Was not raining ; but after a serious coinsiu^Ttation by 
note had t^aken place between the two embassies, it was 
agreed that we were t^o set off, even though we might 
have to turn back before reaching our destinat^^on. 
After breakfast we started, Captain A. driving me, all 
the rest riding^. Near the Fr^ench Legation we were 
joined by a large party belonging to it, and again set 
forward, forming a cavalcade, which looked very pretty 
Winling among the narrow green lanes, thr^ough which 
our road lay for some part of the dist^a^n^ce, and causing 
a great sensation in going through the str^eets; First 
came the Fr^ench Minister*, driving another gentleman 
in a mail-phaeton, followed by three of his escort, who 
are literally horse-mari^ies, being marines taken by turns
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from the vessels in harbour, and when acting as the . 
Minister’s escort, m^^nted t^o attend him. Their dark 
blue costume, with crimson sashes and caps, was very 
effective. Then followed a pony-carriage, containing the 
eccentric dame, who was ‘ decked ouib,’ to match t^he car
riage, in canary colour, picked out wi^h red ! This car
riage was att^ended by an outrider, or second postilion, in 
black velvet. We followed in the pony-carriage, and then 
came the whole of the riding party, of fifteen or sixteen, 
most of t^hem in uniform, while the English escort, with 
blue and white flags on their lances, brought up t^he rear 
of the Eur^opean portion of the procession. Yaconins 
were everywhere, before, behind, and beside us, and 
bett^oes (horsekeepers) ran a few yards in front of the 
carriages. Altogether, when looking forward or behind, 
at favourable parts of the road, where glimpses could be 
obtained of the whole cortege winding along, it was rather 
like a scene in a play^. The hett^oes are worthy of not^ice. 
They, in common with 'the followers of all other tirades in 
Japan, are ^at^t^ooed with a ‘trade mar]k,’ and dress in a 
particular manner, denoting their calling. All the other 
tr^Eides have a mark, which, though perfectly visible to. 
foliose who know where to look for it, is not prominent ; 
but it is differej^it wi^h the bettoe class. Perhaps it is in 
order to hide, in some degree, the extr^eme deficiency in- 
their clothing that they are tat^t^ooed all over in different 
colours and wonderful patt^^er^^is. When t^hey appear run
ning in front of the horses, they resemble some str^a^ng^e, 
wild animal, with their naturally light-coloured skin 
striped and streaked with dark blub or black, red and 
green, in 'figures ofdragons, men, women, animals, &c., filled
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in with running arabesque patt^ems, and with their lithe, 
springy movements, and extraordinary powers of speed 
and endurance.*

Our road lay for some little way through the streets 
and suburbs of the town, and then t^urned off into lanes, 
wi'th beautiful t^i’ees in the high hedgerow’s. Sometimes, 
standing a litt^le back' from the road, were neat Swiss-like 
cottag^es, always the picture of cleanliness and t^i^dlnie^ss, in 
bright litt^le gard^ens. Now and then, while crossing a 
picturesque stone bridge over a str’eam, a vista would 
open out of waving bamboos overhanging a clear, rippling 
brook, wi'th stately, but rugged firs intermingled, that 
was really lovely. Presently we turned down a very 
narrow lane, where steering the carriage became a ma'tter 
of difficulty, owing to the numerous pit^falls. This led us 
t^o a bridge, which we were unable to cross until the 
horses were taken out, as the wheels would only j ust fit 
between the low parapet^^. Then, after following a narrow 
lane for a short distance, we came to our destination—a 
very lovely spot. At one side a waterfall fell int^o, but 
seemed not to rufl'le, the calm surface of the little lake, 
which, like an oval mirror, lay in a hollow bed, wi'th 
sloping, green banks covered wi'th We left the
carriages and horses in a small open space surrounding a 

* temple, the latter of picturesque form and coli^iuring, and 
with fine tr^ees growing on all sides. Close to the temple 
Wis a t^ea^-h^ouse, with a long, low soi*t of balcony over
hanging the upper end of the lake ; and here we took up 
°ur quarters. I amused* myself by feeding the largest

* See Frontispiece.
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gold fish I ever saw—monsters;,' about the size of carp, . 
which belonged to the temple, and come greedily to the 
l^ea^-house on the sound 5f voi^c(2s- In catching bread 
t^hi^own to them from above, t^hey make a noise just like 
pigs feeding, while thousands of small fry swimming round 
fight valiantly for the crumbs. Meantime, most of the 
genl^l^emen wandered off into the woods, whence they re- 
tvunied, laden w^-th bunches of beautiful wild flowers and 
gra^sses, to help in the unpacking of various baskets of 
good t^hing^s, which had by this t^ime made t^heir appear
ance. Great was the edification of a crowd, of nat^i^ves, of 
both sexes and all ages, and almost invariably, men, 
women, and, children, wi^h a baby on their backs, who 
were watching our operations from' another little shed, 
overhanging the water at the side of the lake, whence 
they obtained a very good view of what appeared to th^em 
our strange manoeuvres.

After lun^cheon I tr^ied to make a sketch of the 
picturesque t^emple among the fine tj^ees, where we had 
dismoouitt^d; but it is not easy when good-natured friends 
are incessantly coming ‘ only t^o see how you are getting 
on,’ and my representation of this charming scene was, I . 
regret to say, a lamentable failure. The rest of the party 
from the English Legation soon after set off to see the 
Jaipa^nese mint on their way home. It was the fn^'st time # 
that any 'foreigners had been admitted, and the offer to 
open it for the inspection of the English Mini^-ter seemed , 
to be considered a sort of amende honorable on the part 
of the Ja^pamese government for, a so-called misconception 
that had t^aken place on the occasion of a visi^ to t^he 
Tycoon’s qom^e-tery some short time previously. I much
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regretted that, in consequence of my lameness, I was ' 
unable to be of the party^. However, my father’s accost 
of it on bis return made it easy to imagine the process of 
Ja^panese coining, though the best description never equals 
personal observation. The simplici-^y in ^Iieory, and the 
rudeness in pract^ice, of the process in coinitng here, could, 
I imagine, hardly be surpassed. The itzbou, by which
prices are. fixed, and which is the common coin of Japa^i, 
is a square silver coin, worth about Is. The process 
of coining is by cutting a piece, supposed to be the 
right weight, off a bar of silver’, which piece is weighed, 
and snipped to what again is imagined to be the right 
quantity, weighed-again, if too heavy again snipped, if 
too light thi^own aside, to be with many others re-melted 
and re-rolled into a square bar. Of course, by co^islbant 
pract^i^ce, some of the cutters had acquired such accuracy, 
that the little domino-like bit of silver hardly required 
any snipping^. The stamping and a rough kind of milling 
is entirely done by hand, one man holding the stamp 
(^letters, or numbers, or both—I think . the last, but am 
not centain—and a little raised star pattern along the 
border) on the coin, while another pounds it with a sledge
hammer^. The itzbous are done up in packets of different 
sizes, beautifully packed, with a strong^, paper casing, 
forming a purse of itself.

Soon after t^his we made another excursion, of about 
twelve miles, into the country, to a charm-ing ' place called 
Ojee. For the first eight miles our road lay through the 
Official Quarter of the city, past t^he ya-shi-kis, with their 
beautiful doors and bronze hinges. The Daimios take it by 
turns to place the guards at the city gates. Qne can tell
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the house of the guarding Daimio, should one happen to 
pass it, by recognising his crest, which for the time being 
decorates the guard-house. The authorised spears and 
arms of his followers are also arranged, wi'th very fine 
effect, in a sort of t^r^ophy just outside the same. The 
last four miles were through beautiful co-untry, of much 
the same aspect as I have described before. Dense woods, 
of varied colours ■ and fol^i^E^a^c; plains richly cultivated, 
and . ever changing in appearance from the variety of 
crops. Like the groups of t^i^ees, they look as though 
purposely arranged to produce the best effects. The 
fields are generally very small, which prevents the pre
dominance of one colour. The coi^-trast between the dark 
millet, which, while ripening, shows a cres't of deep 
brown, almost t^he colour of bulrushes, the reddish, or 
glossy green, hearth-shaped leaves of the Chinese yam, as 
it climbs over the ridges and fills up the furrows in which 
it is planted, and the soft green velvet of the rice-fields, 
is quite as beautiful as the coi^ttras-t of fir, bamboo, and 
maple in endless variety, which are so lovely as to defy 
description, and to make me wonder whether any one 
reading this will think as, before visiiting Japan, I used 
to thinks, when reading or hearing of its beauties, ‘ What 
exaggeration !' I can only say, Go and see for yourself 
such a view as you may easily f^nd within a quarter of an 
hour’s walk from your house in Nagasaki, or Yokohama, 
or from the Legation of the State to which you belong in 
Yedo. Look, too, in the litfhle nooks and corners, here 
and there, at the neat, model-like, that^ched farm-house, 
with its exquisite little garden, the cbmponent parts of 
which are, .what in other hands they would always re-
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main, a. block of common-loolking stone, and a yard of 
running water, wi'th. a strip of cabbage-garden beside it. 
Model cottage, exquisite little garden, and picturesque 
figures, all snugly pushed back off the straight line of 
the leafy green lane, through which you must pass to see 
them. Go and see these thing^s, and you will never 
attempt to contradict or qualify what I have said above.

Just outside the city we stopped to see some nursery 
gardens. There were not many flowers in thiem, but 
ti'ai^red trees and miniature plants in abunda^r^ce. It is 
said to be impossible to produce t^hese ‘ miniatures ' ex
cepting in Japan; the ■ reason is, I conclude, because 
people nowhere else could or would give the same atten
tion to them. Most of these ‘ miniatui^es ’ were in blue 
and white Cliina ja^r^s, or rathex' deep pans, l'les-ting on 
four litt^le feet. This is the 
sort of t^^ing^. A minia
ture rock, perhaps half-a
foot or nine inches high, 
water surrounding, so as 
to make it a complete island, wi'th little miniature bays, 
and a sandy or shingly beach, lapped by the waves of the 
miniature ocean, in which the rock, &c. are reflected. High 
up the rock a miniature tree, and near it a- clump of minia
ture bamboos, a miniature bank of tr^ailing ivy and creeping 
Lycopoi^j^iun—everything just as you would see it in 
naturae, excep-ting that it is all in miniature. There were 
no two exactly ahi^ie; but I have given the description 
of one which struck me as particularly pretty. Besides 
these miniatur^es, there were plants and shrubs, trained in 
all manner of grotesque forms, to attain wljich must re-
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quire much t^ime and There was one shrub,
with long, withy-like branches (I do not know the Eng
lish name, and was none the wiser for hearing the 
Jfip^cin^e^se), every one of which, and every one of whose 
branchlets and young shoots had 
to be trained into this form, what- * I J j J IJ [/VVVV^ 
ever their direction or position
might be. To effecit this, every turn was, while young, 

tied with fine bass t^wine /thus. 
Where is the English gardener 
to be found who could bestow 

the att^ent^i^on and labour required to watch every shoolt 
of a shrub nearly six fool; high, and from its’first appear
ance to begin the t^i^a^ining, which must continue until 
it had ceased t^o have a will of its own, and had become 
hard wood, trained out of all naturae, like an over-educated 
girl ?

I have not much faith in those very ancient t^re^es, 
. dwarfed to someithing less than the height of a man, still 

less in th^ose only a few inches high, about which, as a 
child, one read in geography and spelling-books, and 
which, with the deformed feet of the Chinese ladies, and 
the Porcelain Tower, formed a beautiful t^r^i^o to be remem
bered among ‘ the remarkable things for which China is 
famous.’ Those t^r^ees, presenting the appearance of ex
treme antiquity, which we saw here, certainly struck me 
as being a delusion. They were very ancient stumps, 
cleverly chosen, as having the. appearance of bearing 
branches, and wi'th young shoots grafted upon them in 
so cunning a manner that it required vjlose inspection 
to detect the. grafts. This may not be the case wi'th all
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these dwarfs, and I would not for an instant doubt the 
unquest^ionable authority of my old geography boolc! 
Had any of the party understood the language, we might 
possibly have discovered why it was so in the case' of 
those we saw here. It is a curious fact that- so it should 
certainly have been in this garden, which is celebrated 
for its ‘ dwarfs.'

We also stopped on our way at a small, but very 
handsome Bhudhist t^^mpl^^. The walls were lined with 
rows of little gilt Bhudhas, standing on narrow ledges, 
while a very large figure of the same god, also gilt, st^ood 
in the middle of the chamber. The temple seemed as if 
either recently built or lately restored ; everything was 
bright and fresh-looking, and there was some fine wood
carving over the enti'ar^ce.

On arriving at Ojee we drove to a large tea-house, 
where we were mos-t graciously received by the host, and 
immediately l^aken to a rotunda in the garden, standing 
on the bank of a running str'eam, under the shade of a 
wide-spreading tr^ee, and looking out upon the picturesque 
woodwork of the balconies belonging to the house, and a 
curious garden on the other side of the stream. The 
principal growth in this garden appeared to he w’hat 
looked like box hedges, t^r^immed into quaint forms, as 
one sees in old-fashioned gardens in England. A large 
portion of the j^^venile population of Ojee were playing 
in this garden, and swimming in the bright str'eam run
ning at its foot. Passing between the garden on the one 
side, and the house on the other, the stream flowed on, 
and lost itself under the spreading branches of fine t^r^ees, 
and l^he waving plumes of graceful bamboos.
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We had brought our own luncheon, but need not 
have done so. Very soon after we had comfoirtably 
settled ourselves upon thick quilts spread on the floor, 
t^w^o maidens belonging to the tea-house brought a Ja^panese 
repast, consit^^ting of fish, both uncooked and dressed, 
prawns, eggs, and salad, all mos^t tast^efully arranged on 
litt^le lacquer saucers, placed on a small square t^able, just 
the right height for persons sitting on the ground. Tea, 
of course, appeared the instant we set foot in the house. 
The damsels who were attending us were very fair speci- 

. mens of their class. Tea-house keepers always try to 
engage t^he prettiest girls they can find as their servants, 
and dress them, very well, hoping thereby to attract 
customers. Most of th6 waitresses of whom we had 
experience, and t^hese t^wo in part^icular, were very plea
sant and gentle in manner^. They sat by, chattering 
and laughing, while we were eating the luncheon they 
had brought us, and busied themselves in shelling hard- 
boiled eggs and prawns. One of them was, I imagine, 
considered a great beauty. They were both much painted, 
but this one had her lips gilded as well! Consitantly 
coming into the balcony overhanging the water, and occa
sionally venturing to peep into the rotunda itself, were 
other women and girls, who, in their dark blue dresses 
and scarlet waistbands, formed bright picturesque groups, 
as they leant in graceful attit^uides over the carved balus- 
tr^ade. I wonder that Eng^lish^w^omen who affect the 
wearing of chignons (that most unsightly and deforming 
of coiffures), which is the universal style of hair-dressing 
in Japan, do not also adopt the etceterds worn by the 
Ja^panese women, which they consider as additions to
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their own beauty, and to that of their chignons. These 
are short, t^hick combs, pins with • a knob at either end, 
and innumerable small double pins, with some ornament 
at the head. The number of the latter is increased ac- 
coi'ding to the rank of the lady. These ornaments are 
made of gold, silver, ^oii^oiseshell, ivory, or wood, ac
cording to the taste or wealth of the wearer. The Ja
panese women are much prettier than the Chinese, and 
have often very fine eyes. The custom for married women 
to pull out their eyebrows and blacken teeth, must, 
one would imagine, fully answer the purpose for which 
it is supposed t^o be adojptt^d; viz., to render a woman 
unlovely in all eyes except t^hose of her husband. It 
certainly detracts considerably from any personal charms 
she may before have possessed. *

After luncheon we drove a little way beyond this tea
house t^o see a very fine temple, , bui^-t about halfway up a 
hill-side, in the mids^t of a wood. A fl^^ght of steep stone 
steps leads up to the t^emple, at the foot of which a spring 
of clear water bubbles up into a stone basin, and a str'eam 
of the same issues from the mouth of a dragoon, carved in 
stone, by the side of the steps, about halfway up. This 
water is supposed, by the Ja^f)a^nese, to be remarkably 
strengt^liening^. People come long distances to drink from 
the well at the foot: of the steps, to rub thiemselves over 
wi'th the water which the dragon pours forth, to pray at 
the t^emple, and to return to their homes believing that 
they have, or will, become as powerful as possible. When 
the large door is opened, a neat, barred gate closes the 
entrance of the temple against intruders. But through 
the bars one can look into the deep brown^ and vermilion
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- painted inteii^or, wi^bh its dark shrine coi^ifcaining the god. 
It is hardly' ■ever- possible to obtain’ a glimpse of the idol 

‘in any temple where ■ it is enclosed in a shrine, on acco^mt 
of the daI^kn^<^^^^^' and the glass -d^oor of the case.

Behind t^his t^emple, up some very st^eep steps, is the 
Box t^emple. I haye mentioi^<^d'a small one, much fre
quented ■ by fishermen, that we saw at Nagasaki, and 
repeated what we were then told of the legend, or rather 
superstition, regarding the fox. This temple at Ojee is 
the great Fox temple, where people not only come to 

. pray, as at Nagasaki, but where t^hose possessed of the 
Fox devil come t^o be cured. At the foot of t^he steps, 
on either side, are t^wo large foxes, well carved in stone, 
with glaring yellow eyes, surrounded by numerous 
smaller foxes. These are the wardours of the temple, and 
no inferior fox can pass them by, nor ascend the steep 
and narrow steps which lead up to the t^emple. Any one, 
t^her^efore, possessed wi'tli a fox, and coming to pray at 
the Fox t^emple, gets rid of his enemy, who must waii;- at 
the foot of the steps while the devotee climbs the hill to 
perform his worship. When he has said his prayers, a 
still narrower and more rugged path than that whereby 
he ascended is revealed to him, leading him away from 
the temple, not past his enemy the fox, who remains at 
the foot of the steps, vainly watching for his victim’s 
return. How long he remains thus I wais'not informed, 
but as there was apparently no assemblage of fox demons 
waiting in hungry anticipation of the return of the many 
devotees, who had helped to wear away the stony path, I 
conclude they grow tired after a t^ime. Ar yield to the 
power of the yellow-eyed wardours, and depart in search
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of further prey. At' -have %ever yet had. the
sense t^o discover the Oilier path, and waylay their victims 
on the homeward journey, -so. saith t^i^adi^t^:^on. The^* temple 
itself is very small and shabby, >nd’ the long avenue of 
portals* which led up to the door, were many of them in 
a most rickety condition, ‘and so low as to suggest the 
idea that ’ devotees must make the last part 'of their - 
pilgrimage on hands and knees. There is no image or 
god in this temple. It looks more like a chapel, or shrine, 
belonging to the large temple below. The food every 
day offei'ed to live foxes is placed here, but whether the 
marks of claws on the woodwork had been left by ^^oxes 
or not I cannot say. The old priest, however, who was 
with us assured us they were.

On coming to breakfast the next morning, we found 
Sir H. in a state of great excitement, having heard that 
t^hiere was to be a grand review of Jtipanese tr^oops about 
ten miles off The oppoirtuiiity for showing independence 
and freedom of action was too good to be los^ ; and 
t^h^ough he was going down to Yokohama in the evening, 
he started at once, with one or two of the attaches and 
the escort. They returned in the afternoon, much amused 
at the whole proceeding which they had witnessed. They 
had found tljeir way , to the review-ground greatly to the 
astonishmeirt of the Gorogio,"! who were present, and

* I do not know how else to denominate the wooden or stone pillars, 
with a cross-beam at the top, which are always found at the entrance to 
temples in Japan.

t The Gorogio is the council of five Daimios, who are, in fact, the 
executive government, and with whom all the foreign ministers have 
their transactions.
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who, while grat^ified at the com^pliimejQt thus paid to the 
army, were annoyed at such independent co^nduct on the 
part of Her Britannic Majesty’s minister^. However, t^hey 
were extremely civil to Sir H. ; and after the rabble of 
7000 children (for such they appeared to be) had gone 
l^hi^ough some manmuvi’es, the Gorogio requested Sir H. 
to display the powers of his lancers. As the latter 
were very few in number, Sir H. thought it would be 
absurd ; but the Ja^panese were so urgent that he yielded, 
and desired them t^o be put' thr^ough the sword exercise, 
and then charge. The charge caused great cons-ternation 
among the t^roops (who were 'raw recruit^s, lately levied, 
to be drilled, and sent south to join the war), but greatly 
delighted the Gorogio, who were much impressed by the 
galloping of the horses.

On his way home Sir H. found that all the t^hings 
going to the Paris Exhibition were coUecl^ed in some 
rooms taken for the purpose, and were to be packed next 
day. He sent us word, and we set off immediiately to 
see i^l^ejm. After a long drive thr^ough the ci-ty, we found 
ourselves at the house, and not a minute too soon ; for 
already the pictures were being taken down from the 
walls, and the cases brought out to pack We had,
however, time t^o see them all, and thought that a much 
better collection might have been made, part^icularly of 
lacquer^. To us the most curious things in the collection 
were a couple of Pr^ussian needle-guns, most perfectly 
copied by these clever, ingenious people, and wi'th all the 
f^’ttings of their cases as complete and finished as could 
possibly have been, had they been the work of one of the 
firs't gun-makers in England. Even to the maker’s .name,
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engraved on a litt^le silver plate on the stock, they were 
perfect. There were also one or t^wo very good models of 
Daimios' ya-shi-kis.

On our way home we passed several companies who 
had formed part of the ‘army to be reviewed' in the 
morning. They certainly did not look very formidable, 
being more like a rabble of school-boys than tr^ained 
soldiers. ,

Soon after this we made an expedition to the t^emples 
at Asaksa, about eight miles off, through the Commercial 
Quarter of the city. Fortunat^ely, it was my right foo^t 
which was lame, so that, though unable to walk, I could 
now ride again. We set off soon after 7 a.m. Only a 
short t^i^me before, a great deal of this Commercial Quarter 
Was burnt to the ground, and our road lay for some dis
tance t^hrough a heap of blackened ruins and debris. The 
Wander is, that the whole ci^y has not been burnt down 
over and over again, considering t^he co:nsitruction and 
material of the houses, and the carelessness of the inhabi
tants in lighting f^es close under a wooden wall, and 
thr^owing about the ashes of t^heir pipes, &,c. After wan
dering t^hr^ough a labyrinth of streets and bridges for 
abo^t t^wo hours, we arrived at an avenue of shops, at the 
end of which stands the very fine temple, with an ex- 
t^r^emely handsome wooden gateway at the entrance t^o 
the grounds. Thetfinest gateway, standing some little 
Wry further down t^he road, was burnt, and many hundred 
lives, it is said, were lost in its falls. The remaining 
gateway is, however, a magnificei^it structure. The temple 
stands at the hfead of a flight of wide stone steps. The 
outside is handsome, very much like a Chinese t^empl^e.

G G
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There is little to be seen inside excep’ting massive pillars 
of red lacquer and very fine beams, appearing in the open 
roof. We rarely found much of interest or variety inside 
a Ja^panese t^empl^e. They appear to be always neatly and 
cleanly kept, but to have no ornament, and generally 
contain only an altar, with a huge figure of the god upon 
it, and incense, candles, flowers, and sometimes other 
offei'ings, such as fruits and t^ea, in front of the figure.

The t^emple-grounds are very extensive, wi'th beautiful 
tr^ees of all kinds planted in avenues and groups. Under 
their shade are numerous litt^le dwellings, some belong 
to persons att^eiched to the t^e^mple, and others are flea
houses and places of amusement, such as tiLea^ns, puppet
shows, sheds with targets for arr^ow-shooting, and so on. 
In one of the buildings are some wonderfully clever 
wooden, or wax f^jgur(^J3: life-size, and startlingly life
like. Two men, washing for gold or jewels, in a river, 
two women standing upon the bank, and holding torches 

. to light t^tiem, Fusiyama in the distance, and a Daimio, 
dressed in robes of statue, watching the proceedings from a 
bridge crossing the river, was the best group. It was 
almos’t impossible to bllieve the t^wo washers were not 
real, they were so well executed and so natural 'In ano
ther room in the same building were more figures, repre
senting sensational scenes in the lives of great people- 
One portrayed the intended murder of t^wo small children 
by a ter^r’'ific ruffian, who, however, before he can accom

plish his fell intent, is cut down and overcome by their 
mother with the aid of a sheathed swoi^d! The dresses 
and attit^udes are quite d la Tussaud. - We learnt t^his 
much of the scene from a show-man, who, in a high-
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pitched voice, and with great volubility, recited the his
tory of what was represented, but in a pat^ois, or tedmical 
language, which even the yaconins seemed unable to follow. 
The figures of the puppet^-sh^ows were much smaller than 
the stat^i^onary figures, but they were cleverly arranged 
and worked. A. dancing-girl, a boy playing with a mask, 
and a master superintending the performance of juv^enile 
acrobats, were all very good.

We then went into some of the gardens, which con
tained much the same kind' of ti’ees and shrubs as t^hiose 
in t^he gardens near Ojee, both ti'ained and untia^ined. 
Here hedges were made of the tea-plant, and others of 

.very beautiful varieties of maple. There was a good deal 
of rock-work and water. We were told that this garden” 
is particularly famous for the beauty of its chrysanthe
mums, but they were not in blossom at this time.

From the gardens we went to see a couple of miserable 
ponies, which belong to ^the t^emple, and are kept in their 
stable all the year round, except on one hig^l, festival, * 
when they, together with other animals that are kept 
here in the same dreary confinement, are made to walk in 
procession round the temple-ground^s. The ponies are
cream-coloured, with blue eyes, and, as one would expect, 
look fat, unhealthy, and wretched.

We made another attempt at seeing the Tycoon’s 
cemetery before leaf^ing Yedo, and this t^ime wi'th greater, 
though not complete, success. The first gate admits to 
an enclosure, where are the houses of the priests belonging 
to the temple, and their families. At the end of the en
closure is a very fine gateway, wi'th the wood-woi’k 
painted in vermilion, and a roofing of grey slates. This
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a small bell-tower^. Beyond this temple, and

leads into a square, gravelled court, with beautiful t^r^e^es, 
pine, fir, and the ‘ maiden-hair t^r^ee ’ {Salisbturia adrianti- 

growing all round the square, and in the grounds 
beyond. Opposite the gateway stands a fine t^e^mple,
painted, or lacquered, chiefly in vermilion, and among the 
tr^ees is 
entered through 'a door in the wall surrounding the quad
rangle, is the burial-gr^ound. This is said to be admirably 
laid out in grass, gravel-paths, and t^r^ees, and to contain 
another very fine temple. Whether it was merely an 
excuse to keep us out, or really the case, I do not know, 
but we were refused admission, as it was said that a high 
and mighty Daimio had come to pray there that afternoon.. 
If the priests belonging to this t^emple have any sense of 
the beautiful, they must enjoy the lot which has placed 
them in such a pleasant abode, among splendid old tr^ees, 
and wi'th nothing 'but t;tie cawing §f rooks to disturb the 
silence and calm of their walks and meditat^i^on^s.

The morning of our departure from Yedo we visited 
the Temple of the Roonins, or Loonins, which is close to 
the Legation gat^e^s. This is the legend of the templ^e. 
On some public occasion, when all the great princes and 
nobles were assembled in presence of the Tycoon, one 
Daimio behaved in a manner which was consiidered by 
another Daimio as disrespectful to his Majesty. The latter 
drew his sword, which is an unpardonable offence when in 
presence of the Tycoon, and he was th^er^efore ordered to 
perform hari-kar^i. Forty-seven of his followers, by whom 
he was much beloved, were so distr^essed, that they ' 
formed t^h^e^mselves into a body, and took a vow of re' 
venge, after the fulfillment of which they were to follow
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the example of their lamented clhief. It was, I think, 
seventeen who were killed in the affray, in which the 
Daimio, who was the original offender, lost his life, but 
the remainder of the band fulfilled their oath. Models of 
their figures, in various attii^t^cles expressive of rage and 
defiance, now stand, surrounding that of thei^- master, in 
one of the side buildings of the t^emple, in the grounds of 
which t^heir bodies and the body of the Daimio are buried- 
I could not learn whether the name Roonin or Loonin (iib 
is the same word, hut some Ja^pa^nese, like the Chinese, 
are unable to pronounce the r) originated on this occasion, 
or whether then, as now, it signified outlaws, or those 

, followers of a daimio who have been disgraced and banished 
from his service. We climbed up the steps behind the 
t^emple to the grave-yard, kept as usual in perfect order 
and neatness. There was good carving on some of the 
stones. One might almost imagine that certain of the 
representations were relics and coirruptions of what the 
Jesuits had brought into the country. There were saints 
wiith halos round their heads, angels appearing among the 
clouds, and similar subjects, bearing, both in design and 
execution, a strong resemblance to ancient carvings in 
Eurropean churches and monasteries. There was one 
which miiglit he an admirable ‘ brazen serpent.' The re
presentation of snakes is one of the strongest points of 
Jap)anese carvers and draft^smen.

The distance to Yokohama by the Tokaido is twenty- 
one or twenty-t^wo miles, a pleasant afternoon’s ride, and 
the road very good; but I was not allowed to ride more 

'th^an half that dista^^ce, so drove as far as Kavasaki, a 
large town, on the Yokohama side of the 'dEl^i^ver Loga.
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Here, at the ‘ Inn of Ten Thousand Cen-turies,’ we were 
to lunch, and then ride into Yokohama. Just before 
crossing the river we turned off the Tokaido to see a small 
temple, Olmos'^ hidden among the surrounding t^r^e^es, in 
which is kept a square shrine, said t^o be carried before 
the Tycoon on great occasions. The Loga is crossed by a 
ferry-boat, the plying of which was incessant. .

The Tokaido is in some places very pretty, with 
avenues of tr^ees and gravelled walks, like the entrance t^o 
a well-cared-for park. There is scarcely any piece of the 
Tokaido between Yedo and Yokohama where houses are 
not within sight of each other^. Sometimes they only dot 
the roadside at ' inter^v^aJ^s. At other t^i^mes there is a group 
of a dozen or so t^ogether, and there are t^wo or three large 
villages, or small towns, as the case may be, such" as 
Kavasaki and Kancag^t^wa. Passers-by of all classes are 
numer^ous, from the followers hf" D^miios and offii^i^j^als to 
beggars and coolies. Some of the appendages of a Daimio’s 
procession are curious. Led horses, with t^heir long trails 
tied up in bags of bright^-coloured silk or chintz, present
ing the drollest appearance. Men carrying boxes of 
luggage, one of which seems always to follow very close 
after the norimon in which tlie Daimio is being carried. 
Perhaps the reason of this is the same as in China, where 
a mandarin always, wherever he may be going and for 
whatever purp)ose, ought to have a trunk following him, 
that at a moment’s notice he might, whether ti^a^velling 
or at his of^cial work, be ready to put on mourning 
should he hear of the Emperor’s death. The trunk is 
supposed to co^^tain a suit of mourning for that purp^ose. 
Many of groups and single figures on the road were
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mosit pictur^esque, and all seemingly cheerful, indusl^ii^ous, 
and contented. The natives always shoe their horses 
wi-^h straw shoes. Their shape is like the leathern shoes 
donkeys have on when mowing an English lawn. A large 
bunch of these shoes is hung from the saddle, and as soon 
as a set is worn out it is f^hr^own away. A much fre
quented road is quite strewn with old-slioes.

On the 3rd of October we left Yokohama. We made 
an excursion into the silk districts, some distance inland. 
Our party consisS^'ed of Capt^. G. J., of H. M. S. ‘ Princess 
Roya^,’ Capt. A., Mr. M. (Consul at Yokohama), my father 
and myself, two Japanese offcers of rank, and an inter- 
pret^er’. We had pack-horses to carry our goods, rough 
ponies for the servants, and horses for ourselves. Our 
firsit march was to Ha^r^sima^chida, a distance of seventeen 
miles. Our way lay through beautiful scenery combing 
dense wood and cu^-t^ated land, with hills, and valleys, 
and d^itant ocean, ad R)oldng lovely in the golden sun
light which shone upon our starts.

Har^amachida is rather a large village, consii^Sti-Ug mainly 
of one long straggling street of picturesque, t^hat^ched 
houses, standing among fine, t^r'e^e^. When we arrived at 
the tea-house which had been selected as our abode for the 
night, we discovered that the t^wo Japanese ofGicials, who 
had been despatched before us, in order to prepare the 
master of the house for the arrivalof ‘distinguished foreign-* 
ers,’ had calmly appropriated to t^hiem.selves t^he best rooms 
in the hous^. When we had climbed the wooden steps 
leading to the upper story, we found t^em giving orders 
for their own supper to the masiter of the house, who, 
squatted on his heels at the t^^e^s^hold, was® bowing his
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forehead to the ground every half minute, while he kept 
rubbing his knees with his hands, and utt^ering the pecu
liar sori; of whistling sound, made by drawing the bi’eath 
in thr^ough the teeth, which noise and attitude are in 
Japan considered as expressive of the greatest deference 
and submission. I do not know whether the same forms 
were co^-tinued after these fine gentlemen were burned 
out of the ‘ best parlour ' and made to busy ttie^mselves in 
our interests, but our hos't spe^n't a considerable time in 
repeating his welcome for our benefit when we were in
stalled in their place.

The ‘tea-houseis’ in Japan are very far superior to 
Chinese * inns.’' As a rule, Inhere is no furniture whatever 
in the rooms, excepting the beautifully clean, soft, white 
mats laid on the floor, and now and then an uncomfort^- 
able subsiti-tute for chairs in the form of a wooden bench, 
or small square stools. There are S^ildom tables, and then 
only the height conven^^^nt for persons sitting on the floor. 
Ours used to be manufactured impromj^-tu on our arrival, 
and were often ricketty erections formed out of boards 
laid upon a couple of tubs flumed t^opsy-tuivy. One 
great luxury in t^r^a^v^elling in Japan is being always able, 
at a few minutes’ notice, to have a bath and plenty of 
hot water. There is also a public bath (hot) att^ached to 
almoslt every tea-house, where the servants used to be
take themselves as soon as possible after their arrival. 
The disadvantages of sliding panels and paper windows 
are quite as great here as in China. Often and often, 
in the course of my toilette, I would hear a whisper, or 
giggle, and on tur^ning round find that an assemblage 
of ladies outside my room were busily watching every
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movemei^'t t^hi^ough a chink in. i^he panel, which had 
been noiselessly slipped aside while my back was turned, 
or through boles as noiselessly made in the paper, by 
wetting then fingers and poking them through the 
softened spot^. I did not so much mind the panel being 
moved, but it gave one a horrid feeling to turn round 
suddenly and see half-a-dozen eyes, and eyes only, fixed 
intently upon one. In spite of the scrupulous cleanliness 
of the mats, fleas aboi^^:nd(^(l; but this was, in mosfi cases, 
the only thing to quarrel witli.

There had been a great feast at one of the t^emples 
at Ha^ramachida the day of our arrival, and every house 
down the long, straggling street was in consequence 
decorated. A frame, like the skeleton of a gigcinti? 
umbrella, ‘stood in the ground before each doorway, with 
alternate red and white calico roses studding every spine, 
and a Ja^pa^nese lantdfn un*derne^a^ll The effect, looking 
down the street, was very peculiar and pretty, particularly 
on our first arrival, when t^hose who had been cel^isbi^sating 
the birthday of the god were still crowding the street, 
dressed in their hohday garb. The wom.en’s dresses, con
sisting of the usual somewlrat narrow petticoat and loose 
body, wiith long banging sleeves, were mostly of a dark, 
indigo-coloured cloth. The waistband, and a so^’t of bag 
or bundle, which at the back is passed thr^ough the 
waj^ftband, was of a bright scarlet or cerise colour. Their 
hah was dressed and ornamented with combs, pins, and 
etceteras of all kinds, in toxt^oiseshell, ivory, lacquered 
Wood, gold or gilt, and silver. The rose umbrellas were 
less eff’ecttive by night than by day, for the Ja^pa^nese 
lantern only threw sufE^(^i^(^nt hght to show the wreaths as

«
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str^eamers of something, but what they were it was im
possible to discern, by such a faint glimmer^.

After dinner, when our morrow’s route was being 
discussed wi'th the officials who were to precede us, there 
was some question about choice of roads, and to settle it 
one of the servants belonging to the house was sent for. 
After t^rying to explain the relative ' positions of roads and 
villages viva voce, and finding that Inhere was still a 
doubt ill the mind of his inter^l^ocutor, he produced paper 
and ink-horn, and, wi^thout a mome^^it’s hesitat^ion, set to 
work to draw a rough plan, or rather map, of the coiintry, 
with its roads, villages, &c. I doubt whether t^here are 
many waiters or ostlers at inns in any other part of the 
world who could do as much.

The next morning we were delayed by the cooliies, who 
were to carry part of the baggage, refusing to go the 
whole distance required before lui^ch, which caused a 
change of plans, so that it was half-past ten before we 
set off for a delightful t^welve miles ride to Hat^c^lioji^. It 
was a cool, fresh, breezy morning, bright and sunny as a 
May morning in England. Our road lay, now across open 
common, bordered by woods ; now in the woods ..them
selves ; now thr^ough villages, with their neatly-t^hat^clied, 
picturesque farm-hoi^f^esi; now by mulberry orchards, or a 
piece of ground like a deer-park, with a Daimio’s house on 
the hill-side near, and sloping down from it a bank of 
close-shaven, emerald turf, as green and smooth as the 
mos't carefully kept lawn of some ‘ show place ’ in Eng
land. While passing through this rich, cultivated country, 
where everything seemed so t^r^anquil, calm, and peaceful, 
so far from "'the bustle and cxci'tement of steam-engines
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and machinery, and the hot haste of railroads, it seemed 
almost as if one of such pictures as t^h^ose in Walter 
Scoibit’s novels of England during the feudal t^imes had 
received life. And while looking back at our ti'ain of 
followers and animals, wandering leisurely along a good 
unmade road, thr^ough a wood carpeted with mosses, ferns, 
arid wild flowers, and with tr^ees arching in a leafy canopy 
overhead, one fel't that had a score of Sherwood foresters, 
with Robin Hood and Little John among t^h^em, suddenly 
made their appearance from behind some bushy screen, it 
would hardly have caused surprise, and one would have 
been perfectly prepared for a rencontre wi'th that gentle
manly and chivalrous highwayi^Eui!

Hat^ch^oji, our lunching-place, is a large town, wher'e’ 
the people, it was reported, were likely to be uncivil. 
They were, however, quite the con'trary, perhaps owing to 
our high yaconins. They were perfectly courteous and 
civil, though col^l^fec'ting in crowds round the door of the 
very comfortable, clean t^ea-house, in the upper story 
of which we took up our quarterns. While we were
here a procession passed by to one of the- t^emples 
near. The priests were clad in grand vestments of 
various colours, and followed, by music and many assis
tant's^. We could not learn the reason ; but as there was 
a man bearing every appearance of being a layman in the 
mid^it of the priests, Mr. M., who was the only one of the 
party who knew anything abo^t what it was likely to be, 
suggesited that it might be a layman going with the 
whole assemblage of offii^iixating priests to make or pay 
some vow, bringing considerable wealth to their t^e^mpl^e. 
After luncheon we had between ten and t^welve miles of
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Jbej^'^'tiful com^-try to pass t^hi'ough before reaching Kozawa, 
our rest^ing^-place for t^he night. Captain A. had brought 
a dog and gun with him, intending t^o keep us in game. 
It had been suggested that there would be no need to 
t^ake any provisions with us, so sure were we of always 
finding more than we could want on our road. But, 
fortunately, we had a reserve, for only one pheasant was 
the first day’s bag. We had to cross a river (the Sagami) 
before reaching Kozawa, and to descend a rather steep, 
winding ghat to arrive at it. From the top of the hill 
the view was enchanting, wi^h mountains in the dista^nce, 
a river brawling over rocks and stones at our feet, and 
the wood-covered hills sloping steeply down to the very 
edge of the water, wi'th the first symptom of approaching 
winter visible in the rich, mellow tints of maples and 
creepers, upon which autumn had already laid a warning 
finger. Half-hidden among the tirees on the other bank 
of the Sagami was Kozawa, and the picturesque tea
house, with civil, but intensely curious people belonging 
to it, in which we found our • servants and goods. While 
I was dressing, in the twilight, I suddenly heard one of 
the panels of the outer wall of the room slide back, and 
t^urning round beheld an old gentleman, of a decidedly 
unaristocratic cast of feature, who had squatted himself 
on his heels in the verandah (a nanrow little passage 
leading to other rooms beyond), wi'th the intention of 
calmly surveying the progress of my t^oilet. In the most 
infuriated voice, and the nearest approach to * Begone—- 
you hideous being • !’ in the vernacular that I could muster’, 
I addressed him, but he sat there t^tanquil and bland, and 
smilingly responded by holding up a dirty great thunjb,
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and declaring himself to be a * number one yacoinn! ’ 
Finding, however, that bis assumed rank did not prevent 
the panel being closed in bis faCe, be t^ook bis departui^e. 
I beard him a minute after going thorough the same scene 
with my father^, whose room opened like mine on to the 
passage verandah, and who, in even less gentle therms 
than I bad used, sdbrned the idea of bis rank, and ad
monished him that the sooner be took bis number one 
yaconinship off the bettei'.

A rude wooden ladder led the way, in this t^ea-house, 
from our bed-r^ooms, which were on the grouncl-^floor, t^o a 
sort of loft, where we dined and sat, and from the window 
of which a mosit charming landscape, in the form of a 
narr’ow, paddy-grown valley, running up between wood
clad hills, was visible. Wherever we stopped at or near 
a village, the industry and consitant occupation of the 
inhabhsants were strikii^fg; and her^e, while t^rying t^o 
make a sketch of this scene, and looking out upon it for 
more than an hour, I coniatiantly saw, on the narrow 
raised path thr’ough the paddy^-field, coolies trott^ing 
along, or labourers with their hoes in their hands, or men 
leading a pony, almost hidden beneath the burden of long 
reeds, soon to be converted into that^ch, which is here 
made entirely of that material.

After an early breakfasit the next morning, we again 
set forwai’d for Miangashi, one of the places which pro
duce the largest quantiiby of silk. Our road lay through 
very beautiful country, densely wooded, with running 
str’eams, good roads, and highly-cu^^ivated valleys, inter
spersed among which were patches of the most bril^ant 
icarlet lilies. I never saw a more lovely ,coll^ur; they
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were growing in masses, wi'th no leaves, and at a distance 
were even brighter, if possible, than that eyesore to 
farmers—a field of scariet poppies. The scenery re
minded us much of that about Nelson in New Zealand. 
The dense wooding' of the hills, and the extr’aordinary 
variety and great beauty of the t^r^ees, with the under
growth of rare and lovely ferns, all h^elped to recall our 
ride through the never-to-be-foI^lyot^'ten Maiti valley. We 
observed among the tr^ees many of t^he pine, called by the 
Ja^pa^nese * Asnero ’—^a very beautiful tr^ee, gro'wing to the 
height of 90 or 100 feet, very straight, and singularly 
regular in its tapering form.* I believe Mr. Fortune 
raised some in England, or sent some young plants home 
when he was botanizing in Jaipan. If they take kindly 
to our soil and climate, they wifi be a great addition to 
the many elegant lawn trrees which have of late years 
been int^r^oc^uced.
rather frequently, also by detached farms, and many 
temples in groves of beautiful i^r^e^es.
India, you are certain to find a temple wherever a clump 
of particularly f^.ne ^r^ees is to be seen, and at the en- 
trao^ce, and again just at the end, of the avenue, leading 
up to the t^e^mpalej stand portals, such as I mentioned be
fore, in either stone or vermilion-^paiiited wood. They 
are generally either carved or inscribed with words, and 
sometimes figures. Sometimes, on approaching ' a small 
temple' or shrine, there is a whole avenue of these portals 
in wood, generally of rude construction, of unequal heights, 
and mostly so low as to nedssi^iiate stooping to pass under 

* The Thujopsis dolabi^t^tta: vide Fortune’s ‘ Vedo and Peking.’ I do 

not know even whether I am right in calling it a ‘ pine.’

We passed t^hr^ough small villages

In'tlap^an, as in
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them. These portals are mosit effecltive, as we saw more 
than once on this day’s march, when a very handsome 
one stands at the foo't of a fL^ight of steps, leading through 
ti^ees to the i^emple at the t^op of a hiLL, and with t^w® or 
three other's, also handsome and solid, visible at the top 
of the steps.

Though we were, t^old that our morning’s ride was to 
he of only ten or t^welve miles we went on and on, and 
seemed to be no nearer to Mi^ngashiL Once or t^wice we 
began to think that we should again find ourselves at 
Yokohama, owing to the very eccee^itric conduct of Mr. 
M.’s pony, who was possessed of the disagreeable propen
sity of steadily refusing to move a yard on his road until 
he had had a kicking-match with the first of his sp’ecies 
in whose vicin^-ty he should find himself. Unfortunately 
sometimes, when we stopped to gather persimons, this 
pony came to the front, and when we were in process of 
moving again, a cry was suddenly raised, ‘ Get out of the 
wa;y; here’s M.’s pony coming,’ which turned us back 
on our road on one occasion for a long distance, as there 
was no other means of avoiding t^Lis eccen'tric animal, a 
bank being on t^ne side and a paddy-field on the other^. 
The persimon, which caused th^ese detentions, is a deli
cious fru^t, common to China and Japan. It is a bright 
orange colour, and about the size of a mandarin orange, 
has seeds inside like a medlar, and in flavour and sub
stance resembles a very rich, jui^cy plum.

After what seemed much more than ten or twelve 
miles we could not learn that we were any nearer to 
Miangashi. We had crossed the river several t^imes, some- 
t^imes by fords, sometimes over rickety wooden bridges,
* . * S
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with branches laid across t^hem, and sods upon t^he 
branches ; we had passed t^hrrough many orchards of mul- 
berry-ti^ees, and met strings of ponies, laden wi^h sacks 
of coc(^(^mi; we had stopped t^o watch t^he winding of silk 
off the cocoons in one of the farm-houses, which was very 
quickly and dexterously done by women, seated in front 
of a strove, where stood a pan of water, wi'th many cocoons 
soaking in it. They twisted the thjread round a wheel, 
exactly like otiose on which children wind silk-worms’ 
silk, and quickly and cleverly joined the t^hr^eads, winding 
on two skein^s^- at a t^ime, till they became hanks of soft, 
flossy-loolktng gold, or maize-coloUred raw silk, like a 
spider’s web, for delicacy. We passed between high hills, 
and saw many beautiful views. But we had made a light 
breakfast very early, and by 3 EM. were growing almos't 
too ravenous to appreciiate fully the beauty of the scenery. 
Two of the party had chosen one ford at t^he crossing of a 
certain river, and followed the road leading from that^. 
The rest of us had chosen another, which seemed easier, 
and the road from which looked bett^ej?. From inquiries 
now and then made at houses on the way, ' this proved to 
be a road to Miangashi, though when it’ would bring us 
to that longed-for spot no one seemed able to tell Our 
horses were all ti^red, and our progress became slower and 
slower, and still we saw no signs of either our friends or 
servant's. Tired and hungry, cross and silent, ‘like a 
string of camels going to M^cc^Ji’at mosit unsociable dis
tances, we pursued our way. At length, we joyfully 
beheld in the distance a w&lllcnown, short, stout figure, 
accompanied by another, tall and t^hiu, advancing along 
the road to meet us, and farther off a house, wi'th animals

    
 



NEITHER KNIVES NOR FORKS. 465

and servants standing about, and bearing a strong resem
blance to our own. *The t^wo who had chosen the straight 
road had been there about t^hiee^ hours, and described 
their ride as wonderful, from the grandeur and magni
ficence of the views. But the road was a mere rocky 
tr^a^ck, up one side and down the other- of a mountain, 
where it was impossible to ride, and which, being still 
lame, I could not have accomplished. Alas! for the 
luncheon we had heen so eagerly anticipating. The deli- 

« 
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cate fowl, which om friends had amiably abstained from 
'^lioUy demolishing, they had seen walked oft' wiith by a 
hungry cat. There was nothing else but a round of beef. 
Not a bad substitute), it may be thouglh^." No; but all 
the knives and forks had been left^. behind, to follow at 
leisure wi’th the morning’s cups and saucers. There were, 
however, when the resources of the whole party had been. 
Mustered, found to be one pocket-knife and one penknife, 
^t the end of a J^t^i^clan’s pencil, among us. Neither of

* H H
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them were very sharp, and one of them was a good deal 
notched and otherwise ill-used, but^’ it was no time to - 
wai't for burnished steel-blades. We set to work at once 
wi'th the means at our disposal, and sawed off a mouthful 
at a t^ime, t^ill the bright idea of the servant’s sword 
dawned upon some one. Accordingly, the long straight 
sword was brought, and wiith it slices were quickly hewn 
off, to be modified by the penkr^ives, while a crowd of 
nai^i^v^es, each wi'th baby on back, surrounded the house, 
staring wi'th astonishment at the barbarous customs of 
their uncivilized visitors.

After appeasing our hunger we had ^ime to reconnoiitre 
the place, and discovered that our abode was not a tea
house, but a small, uncomfortable, and draughty farm, with 
but litt>le accommoidjation for man or beasts. Moreover, 
it was not in the village, but on the • opposite banks of 
t^he rivei'. An exploring party, t^h^^i^t^fore, set forth, who 
presently returnied, having found the tea^-house, about a 
quarter of a mile off, wi'th our high and mighty protectors, 
the yaconins, comfoiTtably installed in it, having sent on 
to order the tea-house again for their own accommodation, 
leaving us to do the best we could for ourselves. They 
were soon t^urned out, and our things were removed into 
their quart^er^s. They also received an admonition re
specting the report that would be sent to their lords and 
masters, should they behave in the same way again, which 
apparently had the desired effect, for they did not repeat 
the offence.

These weighty matters sett^l^ed, we had time to look 
about us; and after wandering up and down the bank of 
the winding river, to the other side of which we had

*
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crossed by a long, naii’ow, picturesque wooden bridge, we, 
• at length, found the spd; where we might most enjoy the 

beautiful scenery. We sat down, th^ere^fore, with a view 
to so doing, being far t^oo weary, after our long morning’s 
ride, to think of chmbiug any of^the steep hillsides which 
rose on eiither h&ncL The long bridge over the Miangashi 
River is of the same co^st;ruction as t^hose we had crossed 
on our way in t^he morning^. Branches of a slirub resem
bling broom ai’e laid thickly across sohd wooden beams, 
which connect the sohd wooden piers of the bridge. Sods 
of'cil^ose, root-woven turf form the surface. For walking 
these bridges are good, but for riding they are too springy 
to be pleasant. Miangashi lies in a basin, almost too
shut in to be called a valley, though it is the course 
of t^he winding river, hurrying noisily along when we 
Wire t^hiere, and bent on finding the easiest and shortest 
route between the rocks and stones, at which it seemed 
to snarl angrily, when they uprose in the middle of .an 
otherwise smoo'th course. But there were manifold t^okens 
that, on occasion, it was far other than an exci^ted, fidgety, 
little stream. Str^ong and stout, indeed, should be the 
Wooden piers, and well planted the stones and rocks sup
porting their base, to enable the bridge to resist the' 
furious rush of the angry, roaring flood, which had left 
banks of mud, and branches, and stones, as reminders of 
its possible return, high up on the reed-covered banks. 
Around us, on all sides, rose the hills precipitously, and 
covered wiith dense forest, except, here and t^her^e, where 
a patch had been burnt, leaving, instead of green, a rich, 
red brown, or where in some places trees had been barked 
previous to being felled, and stood prominently out against

•
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the dark background, looking like skeletons waving their 
bony arms, or like the terr^ibly vivid picture of the ‘ Do
lorous Wood’ in Gustave Dord's illustrat^ions of the 
‘ Inferno.’

We sat feas-ting oiut eyes on the beautiful scenery 
around us till the sun had set, and* it was almost 
dark. Captain A. had an idea that trout were nume
rous in the river, and accoirdingly whipped the stream 
up and down with praisewoiTthy diligence, but without 
success.

The scene in the ‘ common-room ’ this evening was 
quite after Teniers. The four gentlemen were reposing in 
various pictui’esque, rather than graceful att^it^ud^es on the 
mat. A t^a^ble of the rudest description stood near, and 
on it, in candelabra matching the babble, candles, which 
shed the dimmest and mosit mysterious light around. 
Beyond, thi^ough the open doorway, a number of Japa^iese 
were seen crowding round a soirt of pit in t^he floor of 
another room, wherein was a roaring fire, that cast a 
ruddy blaze over everything, and boiled a pot hung gipsy 
fashion above it^. Further off still, looking like ghouls or 

" jinns, or some such uncanny beings, appeared the fl^itting 
forms of our servants, as they passed to and from another 
soirt of stove, which had, I believe, been improvised for 
the occasion. They carried Japanese lanterns to light 
t^Sem at their work, one or two more of which hung 
on the walls, and faintly indicated the outline of the 
building against the pitchy darkness of the surrounding 
nights.

Bain came on during the evening, heavily, ceaselessly, 
and then we began to think that the tr^aveller experiences
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as much annoyance in Japan from defective drainage as 
in fi.lthy China.

Our intent^ion had been to stop a day or so hei^e, hut 
the t^ea^-house after the rain was so uncomfoiltable (especi
ally for the servants), and wa were promised such a 
magnificent abode if we proceeded to Isebara, about 
twelve miles off, that we changed our plan, and aboi^lt 
noon left for that place.

The f^s^t six or eight miles we retraced our steps of 
the day before, and then turned off in another directi^on. 
Mr. M., whose duties in Yokohama would not allow of a 
longer ‘absence, here t^ook leave of us. From the point 
where we qui-tted Our old road, the character of the corn^^ry 
changed completely. We left the mountains behind us, 
except a high range in the distance in the direction of 
our route, and passed through flat, richly-cinll;ivated land, 
grain and vegetable fields, and large tracts of mulberry 
orchards. The great want in scenery of this kind in this 
coi^i^itry is that of animal life. Sheep •ire not in Japan, 
nor cattle, except for draught (all t^he beef and mutton 
eaten in- Yokohama is brought over from Shanghali; and 
one misses in these views, where the farm-houses and • 
cottages are so much like t^hiose in the ‘ old coru^i^^rie,’ or 
in Switzerland, the pastur^e-lands, and t^he flocks and 
herds grazings.

# At *][sebara our hopes of fading very good accomido- 
dation were not disappointed. We rode up to an excelj^(^:nt 
tea-house, of two stories and many rooms. Lucien greeted 
me at the door wi'th the assurance of its being a ‘very 
respectable place,’ as he and his fellow-i3<^rva]ttts had had 
tea brought to them immediately on their ardva^L From
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the windows of our rooms, which were on the upper floor, 
the view was lovely. We had been gradually nearing 
the range of mountains, and now looked at them, across a 
belt of well-c^^tivated plain, as at near neighbours, while 
Oyama, the next highes-t mountain t^o Fusiyama, and also 
very sacred, stood invitingly close at hand, and augmented 
our desire df ^mounting to its summits. Some faint hopPs 
which we had entertained, that perhaps we might be able 
to ascend Fusiyama itself, were on our arrival at Isebara 
utterly banished, by the news that the snow, which is 
only absei^ib from t^he t^op for a short t^ime during t^lie 
height of summer, had fallen earlier than usual this year. 
The American Mini^^er and a party , offfriends, whom we 
much envied, had left the summit just before the snow 
feUL '

Isebara is a large town, wiith streets of good houses 
and shops, but without any appearance of wealth. They 
make some delicious wafer biscuits here, just like gauf^res, 
thin and crisp, and some of t^hem rolled into a t^ube, and 
filled with swee'fc st;uff, much like white t^offy. The native 
coolkery is very good, everyt^fiin^g^^looks clean, and is nicely 
arranged and served.

After dinner the interpreter and yaconins made their 
appearance to discuss the morrow’s programme, an essen
tial point, in which was our determinat^ion, if pract^i^cable, 
to ascend Oyama. The dislike the Ja^panese have #t^o 
adm^titing foreigners to any place, from which they can 
be kept by argument or persuasion, was strongly evinced 
on t^his occasion. It was wonderful to hear the string of 
excuses invented by these gent^l^emen, each containing 
sgme very gaod reason why we should give up our pro-
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ject^. They first urged the roughness of the road, the 
length of time it would take, the fatig^ie for a lady, and 
so on. These paltry diffii^ul'ties were laid aside, and t^hey 
were informed that they were laboui*ing under a complete 
misapprehension when they deposed to Mr. M. having, on

v 
partying, given them a charge not t^o take us up the moun
tain. Also that we would rim the risk of the rudeness of 
the people, another bugbear wherew^-th they had tried t^o 
frighten us. Finally they were sent away, with a few 
honeyed words as to their own weight and importance, 
which produced a promise that t^hey would do t^h^^ir 
ut^most.

The next morning, after breakfast, the yaconins re
appeared, declaring that they did not think we could go 
up the mountain. There is, unfortunately, but one path 
by which, an ascent of the rugged steep can be made. 
This path is closed at nearly the beginning of the ascent 
by a t^emple, through the gates of which one must pass, 
and here it is that the difE^<^ult;y presents itself, for the 
priests will allow admittance to no foreigner's. A go6d 
deal of the previous evening’s conversation had to be gone 
through again, the yaconins raising objections, which* 
Wsre immed^iately knocked down, and at last going off 
with the promise of doing their very best, and of waiting 
for us at the tem_ple gates, wliither we were to repair in 
about half-anrhoui’.

# •

We were not very sanguine, but set off at the t^ime 
appointed, and rode for some distance thr^ough lanes and 
fields, till we came to the foot of the mountain. Here t^he 
.road became a stone staircase between houses and gardens. 
Higher up were a few poor-looking shops, ’pr^incipally for

f

    
 



472 JAPAN.

the sale of rosaries* and amulets. Nowhere, but in Japan, 
would one dream of riding up and wdo-wn such places. 
About two miles from Isebara we reached the temple, 
found the gate closed, and a dirty white curtain, with 
crests (supposed to be ^hose of the patron Daimios of 
the temple) embroidered, or applique wi'th cloth, we 
were not near enough t^o distinguish which, in black 
upon it. I do not know whether t^he curtain was drawn 
as a kind of reiteration of refusal t^o open the gates, but 
it looked like it. Here we found the yaeonins, seated, 
and arguing with the priests' ambassador. It was not 
the chief priest himself, though speaking wiith authority 
and by comm'and of the latt^er^. They had been unable, 
they declared, though they had tidied eloquence, bribery, 
and thj^eats, to obtain admittance for us as yet, but they 
hoped, if we would wai-t a little t^ime, that their persua
siveness might prevail So inhere we sat, being stared at 
by gaping crowds, hot possessed of high intellectual 
att^ainiments,’ to judge from t^heir countenances, for ^wo 
long hours. The priests, two or three of whom had joined 
their brother, now appearing to waver, particularly if we 
made any show of leaving, and then again returning to 
t^heir emphatic refusals. At the end of two hours it was 
too late for us to think of startling, even had we been 
allowed permission. This was, I believe, what the priests 
were aiming at the whole time, being afraid to refuse us. 
absolutely, but taking care to keep us outside the gaies

* These rosaries were of the rudest and commonest description, 
made either of seeds strung together, or of hits of very small reed, cut 
in lengths of about an inch, and strung together with glass heads be
tween t^xem.
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until we must of ourselves give up the att^empt^. I wish 
we could even hav^ succeeded in passing the gates, had we 
been obliged to return at once after doing so, for it might 
have paved the way for others foUowing in our footsteps. 
We might have gone round a long, rough way, and 
att^ained a ce;rtain height above the temple, but were 
assured that it would be unsafe to exasperate the priests 
by doing so. We had, thei'efore, nothing left us but to 
go back to our tea-house and our disappointment. It is 
on such occasions as this that one suffers so much from 
ignorance of the language of the coi^mtry. The yaconins 
might have been doing their best, or t^hey might not; 
but whichever it was, we had no means of juc^g^j^ng^.

It was no use making another att^empt, so the next 
day we left Isebara early. It was a lovely morning, and 
we had a beautiful view of Fusiyama, * that aerial spectre 
revealed in the glow of the great golden dawn,’just as 
we were leaving the town. At first one hardly noticed 
it, for the base of the cone was covered with clouds, as 
was the summi't with snow, and the breadth of cloud the 
eye must traverse before reaching this snowy peak was so 
great, that it seemed almost impossible to believe it was 
the cone-shaped mountain-t^op, and not a vision, or fancy- 
born illusion. As the sky grew clearer, however, and the 
colour of it deepened, the snowy peak stood out against 
it,,^ as only snow-peaks can,—clear, sharp, cold, and 
beautj^ful.

We had a delightful twelve miles’ ride before luncheon, 
through well-farmed land and shady lanes. We were 
rather delayed on our road, in consequence of having to 
cross t^wo branches of a river, of which the delta was so

*
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deep and marshy, that the horses had to be led round 
some distance to a boat, not being ablfe • to cross a plank, 
which was our subsibi-tute for a broken bridg^e. Yotzia 
was the name of our halting-j)]^ace — a large village, 
hardly to be called a i^own. We had but^eijght miles 
t^o ride in the evening, so stayed here a few hours, 
enjoying the pleasant, perfumed shade of a small pine
wood at the other side of some fields near the t^ea-house, 
where we sat discussing ‘ men and manneirs,’ to the . evi^ident 
edification of a crowd of nat^i^v^es, principally remarkable 
for- the extraordinary hideousness which marked . every 
individual of t^h^e^m. The mortal^-ty among the nat^ives in 
this coumtry must be great t^o account for the fact
that the population is decreasing rather than increasing, 
for we never saw a crowd where four at leas-t out of every 
five composing it, whether man, woman, or child, had not 
a baby on their backs.

Our evening eight miles was to take us, vid the ‘ little 
Tokaiido,’ to Kat^as^e^e. The ‘ litt^le Tokaido ’ is a ‘ king’s 
highwa;y,’ alias a made road, running nearly parallel with 
the Tokaido, and passing thr^ough Fugisawa—a large 
l^own, not bearing the bes^t reputal^ion as to the character 
of its inhabitants, who are, for the most part, of much the 
same stamp as the inhabi-tants 'of Sinagawa, on the great 
Tokaido. There was a marked difference in the appear
ance and manner of the crowds, who followed while we 
were passing through this town, to t^tiose of crowds, not 
so great perhaps, but quite as curious, to whom we had 
been a strange and wonderful sight further inland among 
the cou^-try people. Here nearly all the men put on an 
insolent, scowling expression when they saw us, very
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much like the looks cast upon us by the followers of 
Daimios in t^he streets of Yedo and Sinagaw^ A tribe of 
children followed us, shouting out ‘Feringhee I feringhee!' 
and making an almost deafening chat^ter by the noise of 
t^heir wooden sabots.

We had been advised l^o stop, if possible, to see some 
very fine temples at Fugfisawa, but unfortunately we had 
no interpreter with us. So we went straight on to Kai^asee, 
approaching nearer to the coast, which at Katasee is only 
t^wo miles distant^.

On a hill, close behind our very comforrtable, clean 
t^ea-house, there stood some fine wooden gateways ,!and 
t^emples, to which we climbed early next morning^. In 
the porch of the firs-t t^emple, a small one, and the gateway 
leading t^o it, t^here was some exquisite wood'-^sarVi^ng; 
birds, such as hawks or eagles, storks and quails, among 
t^iees, and floral designs, mos-fc perfectly cut. The inside 
of t^he temple was just like all others. A vast amount 
of gildi^ig and tawdry art^iUcial flowers hung about. 
The walls were, deconated with rude pictur^es, apparently 
votive ofreirings. A steep flighib of steps behind the 
l^emple led us t^o a shrine, in which t^here was nothing t^o 
be seen, past a cottage, where a woman was making and 
drying in the sun some extremely uninvitingr-looking 
cake or sweet-meat, up a very steep, narrow path to the 
top of the lull, whence we had a grand view over the 
country, and the harbour of Yokohama in the distance^. 
The day was a litt^le hazy, but .not sufl'icii^mtly so to pre
vent our seeing the thick column of smoke issuing from 
the active volcano on Vries Island. It is a well-known 
landmark for vessels coming into the bay, and is seen for

    
 



476' JAPAN.

miles away. The island itself is between 2000 and 3000 
feet in heights. Enoshima, a sacred island, covered with, 
t^emples, and inhabited by semi-barbarous fishermen,"lay 
almost at our feet. We were bound thithei-; and, after 
leaking a bird's-eye view of the coumtry generally, and our 
destination in part^icular, we descended the bill, mounted 
our horses, and proceeded on our way.

Enoshima is hardly an island, properly so called, for it 
is not entirely surrounded by water excep-t at high tide, 
being connected w^-th the mainland .by a broad plain of 
sand. But even at low t^i^d^e, it bears all the appearance 
of an island, standing up, green and wooded, in the midst 
of the surrounding sandy flat. There is hardly a square 
inch of naturally level ground on the island. We left our 
horses at the foot of the hill, and followed a steep and 
narrow-paved street, wi-t-h shops on ei-ther side, to one of 
t^he principal temples. The yaconins had brought a 
norimon for*- me to be carried up in, but the islanders, 
fishermen-priests, or priestly fishermen, I don’t know 
which, would not allow it to be taken more than about 
fifty yards up the road. This was not a subject of much 
regret, for walking was a less evil than being carried in 
what must surely have been at first invented as an in
strument of tort^ur^e. Where houses and t^emples are not, 
trees abound on the island. Of the houses nearly every 
one is a shop, for the sale of all manner of quaint things 
made out of shells, just like any fishing-village at home, 
where cocks and hens bristle in all the glory of scallops, 
glued on to ear-shells, and conchologiists are tortured by 
beholding fine ‘ specimens ’ cleaned and polished, and, 
worse than «aLl, deprived of their operculums. Some of
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these things, -such as screens, shrines, and little t^i^ipedal 
salt-cellars, were really preltty; also some glass-cases, 
wi^h a tr^ee made of dried seaweed, and blossoms in tiny 
pink shells, covering the branches, with long-tailed phea
sants, and other less recognisable poultry, roositing on the 
boughs, or peclcing in the ground beneath.

We ascended higher, t^ill we reached some of the 
larges't t^emples, standing on an open plain near the edge 
of the cliif. There was nothing particular about t^hese, 
and mosst of them had suffered a good deal in the t^yp^h^oon, 
which occurred while we were at Yedo. A little shed 
belonging to a tea-house stbod near, on the very edge 
of the cliff, and under its shelter, we sat and rested before 
recommencing our ascent, enjoying t^he beautiful view, 
and bargaining for quai^it pictures ' of the god of t^his 
t^emple, and litt^le images i^i gilt, abou-t the t^hickness of 
a visiting card, which are enclosed in small cases, opening 
like tyr'i^pt^y^ciHs, and said, by t^he priests who sell t^hem, to 
be charms agains't misfoirbune at sea.

Up again we went for some dist^ance, and at last 
arrived at the top of the island, where was another cleared 
space, larger than that below, surrounding another temple. 
Standing in this space, in front of the building, were some 
fine bronzes, and a f^iat stone portal, carved in a very 
good pattern of circles and squares int^erl^a^ced. One of 
the bronzes was very curious. It was a water-tank, 
standing on rocks, upon, and creeping from beneath 
which, were several t^orf^oises or turt^l^es, of all sizes and in 
all att^^^t^uclc^s. At first we thought this was stone. It 
Was moss-grown and mud-encrusted, and bore every ap
pearance of extr'eme age, and so little resembled bronze,
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that not unt^il, accidentally, struck by somebody's whip 
did we asceiTtain it to be so.

The houses, shops, and t^emples ceased here, and we 
descended to the other side of the island, sometimes by a 
narrow path, sometimes by steps, till we arrived at rough 
rocks, overlool<.ung and rising out of the sea. We scrambled 
over t^bi^^e, and eventually found ourselves at the entrance 
t^o some caves, which we entered, and soon came upon a 
very scrubby-looking priest, sitting on a rock near some 
litt^le stone Bhudhas. He was supposed to be the porter, 
thr^ough whom alone access might be obtained to the 
inner depths of the cave, "by his opening the' great 
wooden gates, which he used not t^o do until he had 
extorted what he regarded as a sulE^<^i^(^;mt remunerat^i^on. 
But, alas ! for the impotence of 'humanity, a giant, in the 
form of t^yph^oon-lashed waves, had, in one short night, 
overcome the puny resistance ofifeired to their onward 
progress, and had broken down the Strong beams and 
bars, and left t^liem, a heap of shattered boards, far wi-thin 
that cave which they were established to defend. The 
extort^i^oner, their master, sat disconsolate, co^-tem^plsating 
t^h'e sad ruin, and thankful for anything, however small, 
bestowed upon him by visitors or worshipper^s.

We bad not been here long before three diminut^iv^e. 
urrchins, springing, as it seemed, from the bowels of the 
earth, rushed forward, and volunteered to escoiH; us thi’ough 
the narrow passag^es. They each produced a small lamp, 
of the ancient classical form (hike a dumpy teapot, wiith 
its spout preternaturally elongated, and .f^urned up' the 
wrong way), which seems admirably adapted for producing 
the largest possible amount of smoke, with the leas't

    
 



JUVENILE GUIDES. 479

possible modicum of light, and an abominable smell. 
These t^hey lighted, and then led us t^hi^ough low, nanow, 
damp passages, very muddy and very slippery, for some 
distan^ce. They halted before a platform hewn out of the 
rock, standing on which were t^wo or three small gods, to 
unbelievers hardly worth the trouble they cosit to rea^ch. 
We were for ret^x'acing our steps after t^his, but our juv^enile 
guides would not hear of our returning direct, and con
ducted us t^hrough more ’narrow, damp passages, till we 
stood before another ’I'oc^lk-liewn plat^form, with a shrine 
uponJ^-t. In front of t^liis, carved in the rock, were t^wo 
admirably executed snakes, wi'th most fierce-loolking eyes 
and open jEiws, both brilliantly coloiu’ed. There were a 
few small gods placed on stones in other parts of this ' 
passage. In one or t^wo places bas-reliefs, carved on the 
walls, represented apparently scenes from the history of 
some of the deit^i^es.

On our return to the rocks and open air, it was sug
gested that one of the fishing-boats, of which several were 
cruising abo'ut near, m.i^ght be induced to take us round 
the island, i^hus saving a t^edious walk, and seeing more 
of its extexrj^or^. The yaconins were sent to negotiate, w^&h 
resulted in our being soon seated in _ one of the boats and 
paddled between rocks covered wi^th very small oysters, 
through beautifully clear, deep-blue water, back to where 
we had left our horses. Thence we rode along the shore, 
for three or four.n^es, to Dibutz—a village, or rather 
small town, that takes its name from the enormous bronze 
Bhudha known by the name of * Dibutz,’ which is one of 
the principal lions of Ja^pan. Here we ' were looking-, 
forward t^o finding luncheon, and had, moreover, agreed
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that we should be much better able to appreciate the 
wonderful image after half-an-hour’s or an hour’s rest, 
than if we went straight on from Enoshima. Disappoint
ment, t^lie^r^efore, conveys but a faint idea of our feelings 
on arrival at finding no bett^oes, no servants, no lunch! 
The t^wo last had gone on to Kamakura, a couple of miles 
further, where we were to sleep. Where the bett^oes 
were no one knew. There was nothing eatable to be had 
here, and so a messenger was despatched to bring back 
food from Kamakura, and meantiim^f^* the gentlemen set to 
work to tie up and feed the horses. They seemed to 
think thiemselves as ill-used dtid as much to be pitied as 
their masters, when some very dry, chopped stiaw, and 
still' drier beans, mixed wi^h water, were set before thiem, 
which apparently had the advantage ' of lasting a long 
t^ime, for the poor animals could hardly crunch th^em, and 
appeared to regard the arrangements made for them as 
unsatisfactory in the extr^e^me. There was a stove in the 
tea-house covered with roasted chesnuts, upon a large 
portion of which we laid violent hands, and then set off 
to see the great Dibutsf.

* We turned off the highroad, and, leaving the houses 
almoslt immediately, followed a lane, wi'th beautiful hi
biscus hedges, for abm^it a quarter of a mile, when we 
arrived at a gat^eway, surrounded on all sides by ti’ees ’ 
and shrubs. This was the entrance to an avenue, and as 
soon as we were ins'de the gate, my father and I being 
novices, were made to shut our eyes, while walking about 
-a hundred yards, that the full glory of the image might 
burst upon us at once. On opening ^hem, we beheld at 
the end of the avenue a grand, colossal figure in bronzer
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of ‘Bhudha in contemplation.’ I have never seen any 
Bhudha equal t^o it in power of expression. The ‘ listen
ing god ’ is truly represented, and there is infinite grandeur 
in the calm majes'ty and repose of this god-like figure. 
Looking up to the face when close under it, the eyes 
from beneath the lowered lids leave an impression on the 
mind, that they belong to some superior, magnificent 
being, who from another sphere is contemplating, with a 
mixture of ster’nness and t^ender-r^ess, t^he vices and follies 
of this little world and its inhabiitants—his worshippers^. 
As fan as age is concerned, Dibutz cannot be brought into 
comparison with t^hiose marf^els of ancient Egypt and 
ancie:^ib Ind^ia, which represent the deities of their re
spective people. But for beauty and expression I have 
seen nothing _ (not even the Sphinx itself) that can compare 
with this glorious bronze image. The situat^i^on, too, is so 
well chosen. I can fancy nothing more calculiated to in
spire an imaginative people wiith religious awe, than the 
presence of such a figure at the end of this silent avenue 
of high, thick tr^ees, behind which rise forest-clad hills in 
solemn beauty, and with nothing else near to distract the 
thoughts from this one object. ’

As a work of art alone—I mean, looking at it simply 
as a figure, not as the image of a god—Dibutz is wonder
ful The proportions are so well regulated, that at f^irst 
the colossal size is hardly striking, nor until men stand 
beside ^the figure does one fully appreciate what its real 
height is. Captain J. measured the circumference of the 
t^humb, and found it to be exactly the size of his own 
Vaist, he being stout rather than otherwise, and the 
length of his hand, from the wrist to the tip of the fingers,

11
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just measured the breadth of the t^humb-uai^ The base 
on which the figure stands is bur^-t of stone, in large 
blocks. It is hollow, with a door leading into what has 
•been made a temple or shrine, lighted from windows in 
the baCk of the ; wherein worshippers have left
their ti*aces in the form of tawdry art^ificial flowers and 
paltry gilt images, and foreign visitors t^heirs, in an at
tempt to immortalize their names, after the good (?) taste 
so comimo:nly displayed by t^i^civ^eUer^s. For any one fond of 
details, this is the place where may be seen and counted 
the number of pieces in which the figure was cast. I did 
not cornit tliem, for it was break-neck work looking up to 
such a height, and in my opinion, it adds but little to the 
interest of such an object t^o know that it is formed out of 
a hundred pieces, more or less.

An old priest, living in a co-ttage close to the figure, 
was our cicerone, and drove an apparently thr^iving tr^ade 
by the sale of prints from a native picture of Dibut^z. It 
is not a bad representat^ion, but, as might be ant^icipated, 
very far inferior to some excellent photographs we bought 
on our return to Yokohamia

On returning to the tea-house we found the luncheon, 
which had been brought back from Kamakura, awaiting 
us. After hastily despatching it we rode on to Kamakur’^i. 
This town was formerly the capi'tal of the empire, and ex
tended as far as to Dibutz, though now there are hardly 
any houses between the t^wo villages. Our road •slkirted 
the shore, at a little distance inland, for about t^wo miles. 
We then tuned directly away from the sea, up a mag- 
nificei^ib avenue, which runs direct from the beach to 
the largest temple at Kamakura. The road is wide and
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good, and at int^erwals, other roads, equally well made, 
and also shaded on either side by beautiful t^r^^es, (princi
pally pines) cross it at right angles. I think the distance 
between the temple and the beach was said to be rather 
over a mile. It was while riding thr^ough this avenue 
that two English olf^^cers, who had been paying a visi-b • 
to Dibutz (by name Baldwin and Burd), were murdered 
about t^wo years before we were t^iter^e. *

There are fewer houses and shops left at Kamakura 
than at Dibutz; but there seemed a continuous row of 
good tea-houses, and there are also the very fine t^empl^es, 
for which it is'c^e^l^ebrat^ed. We went t^o see th^ese early 
the next morning. A handsome stone bridge leads from 
the broad road over a stream, into an open gravel space 
in the mids’t of fir-woods, and in fro^-t of a long of
stone steps, which ascend to the largest of the 
They are eight in number, and are builib upon the side of 
a steep hill, termi^iating the valley thr'ough' which the 
broad avenue runs. The fir-woods are t^r^aversed by 
tw’o or tluree gravel roads, cut t^hr^ough the t^r^e^^s. The 
t^emples, built, as usual, of wood, wi'th a great deal of 
red lacquer about t^iiem, are very handsome on the out
side. The Japanese will allow no foreigners to enter, so 
I canno-t describe the int^er’i^or. We were very early in 
our visit, and, being only followed by t^wo or thr^ee 
small children, hoped, to reach the door, which stood 
open, ahd gain admittance before any of the authorit^ies 
should be about. But when we were about halfway up 
the steps, a man going along the road below saw us, and 
bawled lustily to some one at the top, who it appeared 
Was a priest, and who had been sleeping inside the temple.

\
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On being t^hus hastily awakened he rushed out in t^ime to 
close the doors in our face just as we had reached t^he^mL. 
Perhaps ‘ the grapes were sour,’ but we consoled ourselves 
by ascertaining, on peeping thr^ough the bars of t^wo or 
three windows, that t^here would have been nothing worth 
seeing had the doors been thr^own open for our admission. 
Some of these t^emples c^^tain gods said to be the phy
sicians of various diseases, and in one, which resembled a 
tower rather than a temple, it is said that criminal women 
of high rank are, or used to be, imprisoned. I cannot 
vouch for the truth of this stat^ement, but I can for the 
external beauty of their prison, if prison it be. The 
vermilion wood-wotk, under the dark-br^own tailed, very 
steep roof, standing among the dark-green of the fLr-ti^ees, 
is exti’emely pictur^esque. We t^ried to find a path behind 
the largest temple to the top of the hill, but we could 
find nothing at all practicable without hatchets, and were 
forced to be coi^itent with what we had seen, and return 
to the t^ea-house to breakfasit before setting, off on our 
homeward way. We were now within a day’s march of 
Yokohama^.

Just after we had startled, my father remembered that 
somewhere near here we had heard of some rock-hewn 
temples, which he and I were very anxious to see, and 
our companions, wi'th their usual good-nature, at one® 
agreed to a hunt for their whereabouts. We turned back 
to the village, and on inquiry, learned that the caves were 
five miles off, in the exactly contrary direction to that of 
our road to Yokohama. Ten mile^ in addition to an al
ready long stage, with horses beginning to feel the effect® 
of lengthy marches day after day, seemed too much, and
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we were thinking of giving it up, when somebody deposed 
to thei^- being a road across country from the caves to 
Kanasawa. This would obviate the necessiity for re
turning, as well as going the five ; so we set off, 
with a guide from Kamakui-a.

He led us, for about three miles, thr^ough pretty 
country lanes, wi'th a few cotttages here and th^ere, and 
fipe t^r^ees in the neatly-kept hedg^er^ows. After leaving 
t^hese, we went for some way through cultivated fields, 
wi'th wide paths across l^^iem, and a beautiful view of 
Fusiyama, and Oyama in the dist^an^ce. As we went on, 
however, our path grew nanower, and yet more narro-w; 
and at length our guide turned off t^o one of the ridges 
dividing paddy^-^fields. They are usually wide enough for 
a man to walk on comfoi'tably, or for the native ponies 
(who are accustomed to them, and step wi^th one foot 
before the other like cats) to cross wi'thout difhi^uJity. 
But my father and I, who were on horses, found our 
position anything but agreeable. We had not gone far 
before t^he’ path, which was only hard and solid in the 
V3i'y centre, gave way under the horses’ feet, filst on one 
side and then on the other’. We wished to dismount, 
but it was rarely that the path was wide enough for 
the horses to stand with all four leg’s on terra 
Barer still was it to find a spo't where we could get off 
wi'thout sinking into the detestable paddy^-swamp. But- 
at last we accomjohished it, happily for both horses and 
lidelr5; for the thoughts of being smothered in the mud 
'Wi’e not pleasant, and I do no^. believe t^he horses 
couJld have come over the last portion of the road with a 
height on their backs. When we arrived at^^ the made-
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road we found that this was not the right way at all, but 
that our stupid guide had taken it as a short cut, quite 
indiff’e:r(^;n'fc t^o its being well suited for horses or noi^.

We were now close to the caves, and soon arrived at 
a house, in the garden of which is the entrance to tiiem. 
In the course of time, some small boys, provided with 
offensive little oil-lamps, of the same description as tl^ose 
which had lighted our path at Eu^oshima, made their ap
pearance. The lamps on the present occasion were fas; 
t^ened to the ‘ end of long sticks, with a view to lighting 
up dark comers, but of which the only result was the 
deposi^iting of the oil upon every object within reach. We 
groped our way thr^ough long, dark, wet passages, cut out 
of what looked like shale, only that it was more clayey 
and less slaty. The walls were in many places covered 
with figures, in bas-relief, of men, animals, birds, t^ie^es, 
&c. The caves had lately been much damaged during an 
earthquake, and were undergoing repairs. Some of these 
bas-reliefs were among the restored portions, and very 
inferior t^o the more ancient work. The passages inter
sected each other co:n^t;ant^y, and led into round or square 
chambers, apparently temples appropriated to particuliar 
deities. Some of them were ornamented with figures 
representing a history, or portion of a history. Others 
contained only one or t^wo large figures. Others, again, 
were divided into compartments, with a differei^lt animal 
in each. One or two which, from the amou^it of ornament 
bestowed upon t^he passages leading to them, we imagined 
must be particularly sacred, contained only a plain stone 
altar. A stream of water ran ^hr^ough one ofthe passages, 
with only a. narrow ledge on one side, as a footpaths. This
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led to one or two chambers, on the roofs of which was 
wonderful carving. One of them had a flying dragon, in 
very high reli^ef, and extremely well chiselled. There 
were other chambers, of which the roofs had been domed 
upon acoustic principles, with a view to obtaining curious 
echoes and reverberat^i^oiis. In one, standing in a parti
cular spot, and mumbling in a low voice, the sound pro
duced was like the roll of a di'rmi swelling and falling 
through the long, narrow passages. In another, the effect 
was as of a loud bell, or gong, being struck repeatedly.

It is t^ant^aJising that so very little is known of the 
religion of the Ja^p^c^nese, or of any facts connected with 
it. I believe Bhudlusm, as followed here, is very dif^^:rent 
in many points from the same religion in China and India. 
And of Sint^oo, the original religion of the co'untry, any
thing that is known seems to be based almost entirely 
upon conjecture ; while th^ere are many sects, neither 
Sint^oos nor Bhudhists, of whom nothing whatever, ex
cepting their existen^ce, is known.

For t^hose who have seen the rock-hewn temples in 
India, and who have turned their att^ent^ion to the dis
covery of the means whereby such vast works could have 
been accomplished, these caves in Japan are full of in
terest. I mentioned that the passage we first entered 
Was cut through a substance like shale : it was quite soft, 
and crumbled, and had a good deal of water flowing over 
and thi^ough it. All the passages were not on the same 
level, and as we got higher up, where the water had 
drained off, the surface became quite hard and stony, and 
rang wi'th the same metallic sound that trap-rock has when 
struclk; though it was nowhere so hard but that a blow
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wi'th the loaded end of a hunt^ing^-whip would chip it. 
Whether ti^ap-iock (o'ut of which the temples in India 
are hewn) can by the action of subterranean springs, 
before being exposed to the air or the sun, be of any con
sistency less hard than it presents afterwards, is a question 
that geologists. and chemists must be able to answer, but 
t^here are certain circumstan^ces which would lead one to 
believe this t^o be the case. The idea suggested itself to 
my father, when, after closel^y observing the working of 
the stone in the Indian cave-temples, he failed to discover, 
even in t^he most elaborate designs, any sign of a slip of 
the chisel, or a false stroke wi'th the mallet, as would 
surely have been found had the rock always been of its 
present iron-like hardn^ess. Moreover, in some partes, 
where the work had' been hardly more than sketched out, 
it does not bear the rough, crude appearan^ce, that marble 
or hard rock presents when fin^'t undef the sculptor’s 
hand, but rather the appearance of clay or sandstone after 
undergoing the f^:rst process.

On returning to open air and daylight, we found 
Captain G. J., who had grown tired of groping his way 
along damp, dark passages, seated 'on the bank ofja padc^j^-' 
field, guarding his pony, which he had arrived in t^ime to 
save from an untimely end. The delicate-looking green 
paddy had proved too great a temptat^ion for equine self
control, and the pony, in reaching over to obtain his prize, 
had slipped in, and was, when his master appeared, doing 
his utmost to enact the part of Tantalus, only with t^his 
addit^ion, that he had contrived so to twist the bridle 
round his throat, that t^here appeared every reason to 
believe that his punishment would not be eterna^l^.
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One of the hoys, who had hithert^o been acting as a 
l^orch-bea^r^ei* was now induced, by the brilliant prospect 

. of gaining a whole itzbou ‘ all for himself’ to show us the 
way to Kanasawa, of which om guide was ignorant^. But 
after taking us across two or thr-ee fields, the litt^le wretch 
stopped, and positively refused to move an inch further. 
Neither t^hreats nor promises were of the shghtes'b avail ; 
he ran off, and we had to pursue our route accoi'ding to 
the directions of every individual we met on the r^oad, 
or saw working in the fields, of whom we inquired our 
way.

A very long and bad road it was, but through beau- 
t^iful —the valleys rich in crops, and the hills
densely wooded wi'th magnificei^l} t^re^es. It seemed as if 
we never should reach our destinat^i^on. We went on, 
mile after mile, and mile after mile, and still the answer 
t^o every query^c^idy placed our halt^i^ng^-place at the same 
distance as when we left the Caves of Tana, and we began 
to experience what must be the sensations of i^hose oft- 
gulled donkeys, who are induced to move by the prospect 
of overtaking a measure of corn, fastened in front of them 
at the end of a pole ! hAt length, however, we did arrive 
at the pretty litt^le fishing village • of Kanasawa, about 
twelve miles from Yokohama. Here an English gentle
man, living at the latter place, who had devoted so much 
time and tr^ouble in behalf of the world at large, as to 
have earned the prefix of ‘public^s^j^ii^ri^e^d’ to a not un
common surname, had a short t^ime pr'eviously established 
a comfolleable tea-house, for the benefl-t of many who 
enjoy a Sunday, or t^wo or three days’ rest and quiet in 
this pretty litt^le plaice.
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It is a small village, consisiting principally of one long 
street.* The tea-house stands close to the water, at the 
head of Mississippi Bay, which runs far back between low 
hills, covered with t^i^ees, among which peep numerous 
t^emp^les. The village follows the curve at the head of 
the bay, and looks over it and the islands dotted around.

It was so late before we arrived, and the days were 
beginning to draw in so fast, that we had but litt^le t^ime 
t^o spare before setting off for Yokohama, the ride to which 
is very beaut^iful. The road, or rather path, is good. On 
first leaving the village, it is very steep to the top of a 
high hill, whence is one of the most beautiful views in the 
neighbourhood of Yokohama. The t^r^e^es, one of the chief 
beauties of Ja^pa^nese scenery, were each day adding some- 
t^hing new of variety and richness of tint at the approach 
of autumn, while the crops, at least the paddy, which is 
the most conspicuous among t^iiem, still do-fehed the valleys 
in brilliant green. Hitherto we had had perfect weather, 
but this evening, almoss^ before sunset, a dark, chill, re
gular ‘ autumn evening ' set in, with the raw feeling and 
whistling, dismal wind that always makes one look for
ward to finding a wee bit of bright fire in the house. 
But this is a luxury denied to dwellers in Japan, who, 
only when the weather becomes unbearably cold, t^hink of 
heating the rooms, which is done by means of stoves.

We were, as before, most kindly welcomed by Sir H. 
and Lady Parkses, and learn't-zthat our vessel, the ‘ Swallow,’ 
had arrived, and was to be ready for her return voyage 
to San Fr^a^n cisco in four days' time. The ‘ Swal^^^'w’ was 
an American barque of only 250 t^ofis. She was said, 
however, to he a smaidi craft, and that a voyage made in
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her was in every respect like a voyage in a private yacl^ht 
The large steamers between San Fi’Eir^cisco and* Japan 
would only begin to run at the new year, and. as there 
were no other vessels going across the Pcici^fic, we had 
taken passages in her. The fir^it visi't my father paid to 
her did not reassure him as to the coinfoir: or space we 
should fLnd on board. But the owner and the captain 
were Ameri^cc^i^si; ergo, profuse in promises. We soon 
discovered that ‘four dayfs’ jneant a week, though we 
were com^-tantly warned to be ready ‘this eveinn^n?’ or 
' early t^o-morrow morning,’ which kept us continually on 
the qui vive, and afraid t^o be out of call. The seven 
days became nine, and we anticipated yet another night 
on shore, when, as we were sitting at dinner, the coxswain 
of the boat in which we were to go off came running in 
to say that the ‘ Swallow ’ was sailing down the bay, and 
we must lose no time. On seeing the lights in our boat 
she hove to, and we soon caught her up, and boarded 
her, bidding adieu to Ja^pan, wi^h ah its beauties and the 
many pleasures for which we were indebted to our kind 
friends.

The misery we underwenn-'cluring our voyage across 
the so mis-Gihed Pa^cific. Ocean, would probably be attri- • 
buted by sailors to our having started on a Friday. I 
had studiously avoided going on board t^ill absolutely ne
cessary, as the accounts grew daily more dismal respecting 
the accommodation, cleanliness, and tidiness of the vessel. 
It was no disappointment, thle31^^1O>l'e, to find a cabin six 
feet by five feiet; the bed and washing-s-tand just leaving 
room to turn rouml; and 'as far as t^r^ouble and thought
fulness on the part of kind friends, who had fiiL^ted it up
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with shelves, curtains, pegs, drawers, lamps, &c., could 
render it comfoi-table, it had been made so. Otherwise it 
^ould indeed have been miserable. My father had one 
of four deck cabins, which were a good deal larger and 
more airy than those below, but possessed the doubtful 
advantage of occa,si<^naUy providing their occi^'pants with 
u salt-water bath at a momenta’s not^^ce. The seas, which 
dtuing great part of the voyage co^lsai^-tly washed over us, 
often found their way in wiith a dash and a rush, filling 
the cabin, and soaking everything^. The day after leav
ing was very rough, as we had been told it woul^d* be i^ill 
clear of the coast, but after that the weather was to be 
perfect the whole way. Instead of which we had t^welve 
of the most disagreeable days it would be possible to 
imagine. The firsit five a heavy gale, with seas washing 
over from stem to stern incessantly, and evei’ything in the 
vessel in the extr^eme of dirt and confusion. How long 
t^hose five days seemed, lying in one’s beirth unable to do 
anything, and equally unable to prevent hearing the war 
of winds and waves, and the mournful tolling of the 
hour-bell, which, swinging backwands and forwards by the 
motion of the ship, sounded like a knell, and finally, be
coming unbearable, was tied up altogether^. The sailors 
declared that hardly any other vessel would have held on 
in such weather, and wiith tr’uth, I believe. Neiither cap
tain nor men had scarcely any rest for the fii's-t seven days 
and nights. Then followed several days of bitter cold 
and almost calm, save the odfan swell, which kept rolling 
us from side to side, lazily, yet wiith a disagreeable jerking ' 
motion, almosit worse than the gale.' During this week 
of calm, there were the usual small excitements of cap-
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touring some of the numerous sea-birds which followed in 
our wake, restoring t^iiem to libei’ty with leathern collars 
marked ‘Swallow’ round their necks, or marking their 
bills, and watching whales and porpoises. Then, again, 
t^he wind rose, hut only to drive us out of our course. The 
t^ouching sollci^itude wi’th which the captain half-hourly in
quired, ‘ How’s her head V only evoked the unsatisfactory 
response t^ime after t^ime, ‘ Nor’ eas-t by north,’ when our 
course should have been very little, if at all, to the north 
of east^. We began t^o make, up our minds, t^hat in the 
course’ of a few months, we m.ight ‘ turn up ’ somewhere 
about Kams(^l^£^1;l^£b; or, by necessi-ty or chance, discover 
that north-west passage which has been the object of so 
much entei'pr^^s^e. At last, however, soon after crossing 
the Meridian, on Sunday, 4th of November, a fresh, 
favourable breeze sprang up, inducing the captain t^o pro
mise, that in ten or eleven days we should arrive‘at our 
destinat^i^on. On the next Sunday, which, in consequence 
of an additional day in crossing the Meridian, was nin^e 
days after, it was still ‘Wal, if we get a change in the 
wind we might get ili in nine or ten days.’ I do not 
wish in the leas’! to disparage the powers or performance 
of the little ‘Swallow.’ She was , a splendid sea-bc^til:; 
hut in spite of the perpetual asseverations of the captain, 
that when we did get a fair wind we should ‘see some 
tall sailing, I guess,’ the ‘tall sail^^g’ only resulted in 
c tall talking.’ Excep’t on t^wo days, in one of which we 
made close upon 390 knotts; hut while doing so one of 
the yards splits, and carried away t^wo or three sails; and 
during the last week, when we averaged 230 miles a-day.

Our fellow-passengers were not of a class t^o relieve
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the tedium of such a voyage. They consi^'ted of an ex
butcher and pilot of Yokohama and his wife, who was one 
of the owners of the vessel, and had charged eXorbiitantly 
for our passage, afterwards being heard to boast of ‘ the 
good thing ' he had made out of the English gentleman ; 
a dyspeptic doctor, belonging to an American man-of-war 
in China, who was on his way home on accoiu^ib of his 
health ; a young man from one of the merchants’ houses 
in Shanghai, also returning on sick-^lejivie; a German 
gentleman t^iroubled with weak nerves, who had not the 
shghtes-t confidence in the Vessel, the captain, or anything 
else ; and a young man, of mos-t obnoxious manners, who 
having been hospital-steward on board one of the men-of- 
war in China, used to excite the doctor’s wrath by treat
ing him as if they were brethren in the pr^ofession, and 
on an equality^.

The most agreeable of our co-sufferers was an old 
whaler-captain, a thorough ‘ old salt,’ and much t^rust^ed 
by our captain, part^icularly with reference to the coast, 
any question about which was always referred t^o him. 
In spite of ‘ adverse circc^i^s^t^i^cjce ’ he was, like Mark 
Tapley, ‘always joU^;’ and though ready for a^jc^ke on 
the slightes-t provocation, he was essentially respectable 
and ■ respectful ; never in the leas-t presuming upon being 
t^tr^own wi'th t^h^ose who either were, or pretended t^o be 
gent^l^emen, or assuming an equality wi'th tb^em on that 
accounts. .Our own captain was not altogether a bad 
specimen of his class. He was a ydbng man, rough and 
uneducaf^ed, but careful, civil, and obliging, and doing 
his best to make things as bearable as circumstances 
would allow. The crew coni^:i^'ted of t^wo mates and of
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seven seamen ; four of whom were Dutch, and the other 
three Negroes. There was a cook, t^hough one would 
scarcely have thought so, to judge by the result; of his 
labours ; and a Negro steward, who was the very beau . 
ideal of a ‘ Nigg^e^r*’ of the most degraded and brutalised 
class. For live-stock we had, for the first week, a com
munity of att^enuated cocks and hens, who at first strove 
to keep up a pretence of rural bliss, by crowing lustily at 
all sorts of odd hours during the nights. Most of them 
were washed overboard during the gale. There was also 
a pig, «vliose existence I should have deemed fabulous, 
had not a great noise and scuffle in the cuddy, and hasty 
shutting of my door, one night during the fi^’S't gale, 
been explained by the fact that poor piggy had been 
washed out of his own abode and down the companion
ladder, suddenly making his appearance, squeaking and 
squealing, among those seated round the cuddy tai^l^e. 
There were t^wo cats' on board; one very sleek, bold, and 
handsome ; the other thin, t^imid, and ugly. To them, I 
conclude, we owed the absence of rats. Nor were there 
any cockroaches, though the vessel and everything in it 
was fi^'thy ; but in the cabins below tirere were innumer
able tiny' anta.

The last six days we were blown along t^olerably on 
our course, as far as the captain co^d ascertain by dead 
reckoning. Of neither sun nor star did he obtain a 
glimpse all that t^ime. On the 15th, great exciiteme:nt 
Was caused by the appearance of some kelp and floaiting 
Weed, and one or two logs and spars, which proclaimed 
our approach to the coast, and caused the captain to 
increase his vigilance, though he still imagined us to be
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between one or two hundred miles off. The fog was so 
thick, that nothing but a band of light, about where the 
horizon should have been, was visible. This they con
sidered to be the ‘loom of the land,’ and just before 
dinner-time the captain, who had been watching at the 
mast-head for some t^ime, shouted down the joyful news 
that they w<ere not mistaken, as land itself was visible. 
About eight o’clock that evening we made the light on 
the Far^allone Islands, which are only about t^went^y^-seven 
miles from San Fia^r^cii^sco Hai't^our. Unfortunately we 
were off our course for the harbour, so had to beat about 
all night, as the coasit round the entr'ance is dangerous, 
and the fog was t^oo thick to allow any risk by running 
close to it. Still the captain was laying bets all round, 
that by noon next day we should be at anchor ; but we 
found to our cost, that, even when backed by dollars, 
we could not depend upon his words. The next day 
came, noon and after'n^oon, and still we were beating about 
in the fog outside, trying to find the entr?a^r^ce. We 
often ran so close on shore (against the wall-like cliffs 
of which the sea was breaking and dashing furiously), 
that we had to ‘’boid-'shijo’ suddenly, and with a speed 
that drove the poor German gentleman into a state 
bordering on distr^act^i^on. The fog remained so dense, 
that it was impossible to see more than a few yards 
ahead until about 2 p.m., when a gleam showed a rock 
that we had been close to at. breakfast-t^ime, and once 
since, to be the rock they were seellj^g, which marks the 
mouth of the harbour^. In we went, delighted. But our 
t^r^oubles were not yet over. A large steamer coming out 
declared the surf on the bar to be so high that it would

    
 



HARBOUR OF* SAN FRANCESCO. 497

be unsafe for us to attempt crossing it for at lea^ib two 
hours. So we had i^o I’oll abo^it until the t^ide i^ui'n^ed, 
and a breeze strong enough to carry us sprang up, when 
we crossed the bar between the high cliffs, called ‘ The 
Golden Gates,’ and sailed slowly on the seven miles up 
to the harbour of San Fi'fuicisco. The thick fog made the 
short day seem still shorter as to light, and the conti^iued 
expectation and delay made it appear veiy^* long indeed as 
to time; so, though only 8 p.m. when we casit anchor, it 
seemed much later, and the captain was of opinion that 
we had better remain on hoard for the nights. But we 
thought otherwise. We landed, and by 10.30 p.m., on 
the 16 th November, were seated at tea in the Occi^i^^i^'tal. 
Hot^e^l, in far greater comfoirt and cleanliness t^han any
thing we had known for t^went^y-nine days.

So ended this most disagreeable voyage,—a month of 
the greatest trial to temper and patience I have ever 
known. We were thankful that we had seen the light 
when we did on the Far’al^l^ones ; else our fate might have 
been the same as that of a vessel from Ausb^l^alia, which 
came up the coaj^it a few days after us, bringing many 
passengers besides merchandise. She had, like ourselves, 
been for a week without observations of any kind; and 
thinking they were about two or three hundred miles 
irom the coast, the captain ran her on her course as nearly 
as he could judge, bringing her on shore where there was 
ho escape, and all but two men and a boy perished. 
Strange to say, abouP fifty yards on either side of the 
lock on which she struck was a sandy bay, upon which, 
bad she run, all on board could most probably have been 
been saved. ’

K K
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We had a- good deal of annoyance in getting our 
things thrrough the Custom. House here. It was not t^ill 
the evening of the second day after orn; arrival that we 
received our boxes, and we then found that every single 
thing had been burned out, opened, and t^umbled. back 
again, notwithstanding the assurances of the captain, that 
through his representation our baggage would be passed 
thirough ti^e Custom House without examinat^i^on.
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CHAPTER XIX^.

SAN

Any one who has been in America knows that one 
desci’iption of a town, or of a mons'ter hotel, answers, with 

. few exceptions, for all others in the country. The Occi
dental Hotel at San Fi'£inc^isco may serve as a very fair 
specimen of its class. We were t^old that 1200 beds 
could be made up. The ‘ dining saloons ’ are propor
tionally large. No one thinks of having meals in i^heir 
own room. We tried it while awai-ting the arri^val of our 
goods, from the Custom House, but found it to be a matter 
of so much, delay, diffii^ulty, and discomfoirt, as well as so 
great an additional expense, that we never repeated the 
trial In our sitt^img^-^iooms we usually found a small
marble slab, occupying the place of a t^a^ble, upon which 
one person alone could hardly have found room for more 
than a book, or a cup and saucer. In the dining saloons 
are ei-ther numerous small t^ables, or rows of long ones 
tunning down t^he rooms. Meals meet each other at all 
Hours of the day and night, from five o’clock one morn
ing till t^wo o’clock the next^. There is much talent for 
discipline and organization displayed by the marshal or 
marshals, whose sole office is to assign places to guests, to 
See that the waiters 'are equally divided among the tables, 
and to hear any complaints. Though in America the

<*
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theory is that all are equal, in practice there is quite as 
much distinction of rank and class as in the most con
servative country. The waiters are generally Iiish or 
Negroes. They receive very high wages, and, as a ride, 
remain hut a short time in the hotel serv^ice. The work 
is very hard and continuous.

The breakfasts hardly varied at any hotels. They 
cunsiisted of many kinds of bread, hot rolls, and cakes?; 
fish dressed in diffeirent tva^j^s?; ditto pork, of which 
Americans eat much—‘pork and beans?’ is a very fa
vourite distil; mut^t^or^-^chiops, and cutlets, and heefst^ec^l^^; 
cold mesat^si; , eggs in any form you pleasse; and—what an 
American always ends breakfast wi'th— com, or buckwheat 
cakes, or waffles, which are very good. They eat them 
with a quan-ti^y of butter and molasses. The latter is 
the only kind of swee^tmeiat we ever saw at breakfast. 
Fond as they are of sweet things, they never have jams 
or preserves on the breakftst-i^t^h]^e. Besides these cakes, 
there are several kinds of grain, d.iffeirej^'t.ly cooked, much 
eaten at breakfast. Boded homii^ny; fried . mush, which is 
like slices of semolina pudding fried in bread-crumbs ; fried 
rice, and others. The t^wo dishes that seem mosst eaten by 
Americans are oysters and ice-cream, of which the con
sumption is extl?t^ordinary. When people have been shown 
.their seats, a waiter is assigned to t^hem, who carries in 
his head eve:rything they order ffom the bill of fare. 
often has thr^ee or four sets of people to waiit on, but it was 
very rarely we found a mistake made in whatt each person 
had ordered. Very t^hick, heavy, china is used in
all t^hese hotels, and each person’s share is sent to him on 
various small dishes. It makes no difference whethef

. *
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two or three order' the same tellings, they have each their 
own compl(3im^nt of little dishes, which contain the few 
mouthfuls deemed suffici^isnt for each person. The way in 
which wahters* balance a pyramid of t^hese small oval 
dishes, covered by a similar dish invei'ted, is astonishing^. 
At the Occc^c^c^i^ltal all ^he knives were plated, the reason 
for which was soon evident, as nearly every one we saw 

.here ate with t^hiem. Ind^eed, everywhere the manners at 
table of ‘ hotel socif^^ty ' were more like t^liose of animals 
than human beings. They took up bones with f^ll(^ir f^gers, 
used their forks as t^ooth^-picks, helped f^h^e^mselves from the 
salt-cellar and the but^t^eji-^l^owl (the only dishes common to 
all at t^a^ble) with the knife that had lately been used as 
their fork, and comimt^tLed many similar atrocities. Butter
knives are vei'y rar'e, salt^-spoons still rar^er?. The maimer 
of eating boiled eggs is objectionable to alien eyes. The 
waiter breaks t^wo or tln^ee into a dumpy glass, like a 
custar’d^-gflass, and mashes th^em up with butter or pepper, 
in which form they are gobbled up, without toast or 
bread. One thi^rg particularly observable at dinner is .the 
quantity of pickle which is ea-ten; and at the desseeTt the 
quantity of * candy,’ by which name all sweets in the bon
bon line are known.

Except as being a very good specimen of the ‘go- 
ahef^(d’ spirilt of its inhabitants, there is not much of 
interes-t in the ciity of San Frarnrr'it^co. The houses in the 
principal streets, which are paved, are bui^^t of stone. 
The shops^ wi^th their plat^e-glass windows, and the dis
play of goods inside, rival ll^egent Street. Everyt^hin^g' 
Was very dear-. Paperi-money was not current in California 
at that time. The ciity is laid out in squares, and thr-ough
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all the pidncipal streets rails are laid, upon which horse
cars run. These make a great noise, and go on* con- 
t^inuously day and nights. The streets are not very wide, 
and equi-rotal waggons are the private vehicles most 
generally employed. They require much room to turn 
in, and we witnessed more than one awkward encoiu^lser 
between t^hem and horse-cars. The houses, in all except 
the chief streets, are buil^ of wood. The streets are of 
great length, the numbers on the -houses in many in
stances exceeding a t^h^ousand. The ci-ty itself, and the 
co-Lub^ry round, though not mountainous, is exti’emely 
hilly. The roads, where made, are admirable, better than 
anywhere else in America. Where unmade, the soil 
being sandy and deep, causes them to be very heavy. 
Those streets that- are stone-paved, are bad; but others^, 
paved with wood, are excellent^. There is a striking 
simi^^riity between California and Austr’al^ia. The same 
tr^ansparent atmospl^j^jns; the same tr^ying changes of 
temperatur^e, from the keenness of the wind and the 
power of the sun; the same sandy soil, in which ge
raniums and pelargoniums grow to such a size, that they 
are often used as hedgets; and the same unfinished state 
of houses and roads, in the outskirts of the cities, 
characterize both countries. Inst^ead, however, of the 
Australian hotels, there are in San Fr^a^nc^isco what are 
called ‘ Lager-bier Saloons.' In the daytime one would 
imagine that the fl^^ghts of steps, leading from the trottoir 
of t^he street to some underground regions, belonged to 
wine-cellars or spirit-vaults. But at night 't^Iiese are 
brilliantly -lighted, and are in fact ccaf^s clbantants, where 
‘ oysiter-si^]ape]^f^,’ ‘ lager-bier,' or, as is often notified in

*
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large characters at the entiance, ‘ Good square meals ’ are 
alwayjs ready, and may be eaten to t^he sound of sweet 
music, or the sight of dancing^.

A little way out, of the ciity are the church and college 
of the Mission Dolores. The former was bui^'t by t^he 
Spaniards in 1757, It was the ftrst building erected in 
California, Little did the worthy old fathers dream that 
a hundred years after t^here should rise upon the sal-t 
marsh, then unreclaimed from the sea, such a thriving, 
populous city as now stands t^hier’e. Twenty years ago San 
Fr-a^ncisco was not in exist^er^ce. In t^he library belong'ing 
t^o the college are said t^o be some old and curious books. 
When we were t^here a mee-tiog was going on, which 
required the att^e^n^cJ^an^ce of all the fathers, so we could 
not obtain admitfa^i^c^e. There are no public buildings or 
institut^i^ons as yet .at San F^ramjis^ijo. Only some very 
poor gardens, where a few miserable-looking beasts were 
caged, and a gaudy wooden edifice, which was pointed 
out with great pride as the new synagogue.

The inhabiitants were full of exciitemei^it at t^he pros
pect of the railroad across the Continent, which, in a year 
or t^w^o, was to bring t^hiem into close communication wiith 
the East^. At this time fhere was but one line open, and 
that only for a short dist^an^ce. Horses should be well 
accustomed to t^rains before being ridden or driven here. 
There is no fence or partit^i^on of any soi'it between the 
carriage-road and the railroad, and the engines come 
Wui^i^iiig along in anything but pleasaiat proximity^.

We saw a good deal of the country round in t^he 
course of rides and drivess; but, excepting Lobos Point, 
there is not much of interest near. The scenery is very 

19
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destitute of t^i^ees, and the want of colour is much felt, , 4
The only vegetation seems to be a low, heathery scrub 
covering the sand-hills. In summer, however, the latter 
are said t^o be green. The new appearance of all the 
habitat^ions for a few miles out of the town is curi<^\u5; 
aU wooden houses, and looking as if some one had bought 
a number of t^h^em, and set them down without the least 
reference to aspect or symmetry, and then fenced in a bit 
of land round t^hem in an equally promiscuous manner^. 
Nearly every house or cottage has its windmill for pump
ing water, producing at a. little distance a strange 
effect.

Lobos Point, or Seal Rock, is about six miles and a 
half from the city, hear the entrance to the harbour. 
There is a large hotel here, where people often go to eat 
fish-breakfasts and watch the seals. The road to it is 
magnificent, very wide and well made. It is the fashion
able afternoon drive, and here American driving may 
be seen to even greater perfection than at New York. 
Carriage-whips with long lashes are never used, and the 
foreign ‘ rule of the road ' is observed. With regard to 
the appoint^menl- of close carriages, and t^hiose driven by 
servants, the same thing is observable here as in Aus^r^a^l^ia, 
viz., how little in keeping the servants are with the 
equipag^e. You see a very handsome pair of horses, with 
grand plated harness, drawing a carriage which looks as 
if it ought to bear a ducal coronet, surmounting at least 
sixteen quart^er^ing^s. But instead of the apoplectic, be- 
wigged old coachman, and six-foot, powdered, gold-caned 
footmen, t^here is generally one man, out of livery, of very 
rough appearance, and often with one foot on the splash-
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board. They always speak of a pair of horses as a ‘ team.' 
We were rather mystified the first t^ime our carriage was 
announced. A wal'ter thrust his head in at the door, 
enuLncia,t;ed the following words, ‘Team’s up,' and dis
appeared.

The hotel at Lobos Point stands a little way down a 
very steep hill, overlooiking the Pacific Ocean and Golden 

, Gat^es, and with three rocks a few hundred yards out in 
the water, on which the seals are i^mumei-a^ble. In the 
water all round also their black heads co:n5^ttaQtly appear^. 
The noise they make is extraordinary. One might shut 
one’s eyes, and imagine oneself close to a menagerie of 

• wUd beasts, an Indian village full of pariah-d^ogs, or an 
English common upon which ah the donkeys, of the 
neighbourhood had been turned loose. Then* appearance 
is that of dog's rolling over each other, half quarrelling, 
half playing, or huge caterpillars crawling up the rock. 
They are horrid-looking creatinres, neither animal, fish, 
nor rept^i^e, and being strictly preserved, increase enor
mously. Here they call them- ‘ sea-lions.’ They are not 
the true seal, but a kind of walrus. The ' greater number 
have black fur, but some of them, are brown, and much 
larger than the others. The latter are kings among t^hem, 
and always bask on the top of the rock, where none of 
the black-coats d.are ventur^e. We were amused at the 
binoculars which were brought for us to inspect the 
animals with, being furnished with a chain, at the end 
of which was a brass ring, about a foot and a half in 
diameter. We could not imagine the use of this, unless 
for some eccentric reason people should wish to wear it 
round their waists. It was explained on inquiring, that
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* no one could put the glasses into their podket wiith this 
appendage.’

We were very anxious while in California to visi'fc the 
Yo Semiite Valley, which had been' described to us in 
Japan by some Americans as possessing most glorious 
scenery. We had also seen some photographs of poi’tions 
of it), which increased our desire. Our disappointment, 
t^ii^i'e^fore, was great at finding on arrival many obstacles 
opposed to our expedit^i^on. * The snow had begun to fall; 
the trail was losib; no guides would go at that t^ime 
yemr; a young Englishman who had set off las-t week, had 
been met by a message declaring it would be blocked 
before he could get ttiere, and in consequence returned 
to the ciity.’ These/ and similar cheering prospects, were 
held out for some t^ime. But at last a geni^l^eman, more 
hopeful than the rest, t^ook us to see an artist, who knew 
more of the valley at all seasons than any one else, and 
who, much to our delight, encouraged us to start as soon 
as possible, and not bp disco'uraged by any reports of 
snow we might hear on the road, as they generally pre
ceded the fact by several days. This artist (Mr. Watki^ns) 
had of late years taken to photography. The result 
showing the advantage of being, not only a photographer, 
but an artist, in order to arrive at real excellence, his 
photographs being by far the most beautiful I have ever 
seen, not only as photographs, but as. pictures. He was 
never satisfied wi'th a plate until he had not only a per
fect photograph, but one in which the lights and shadows 
were disposed in the most favourable manner, which often 
required patient watching for weeks. ' ' It is strange that 
few Americans even have visited this valley, for the sight
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of such photographs alone musib make any lover of grand 
scenery anxious to see the origi^jaL Mr. W. kindly gave 
us a great deal of’ useful information as to the best and 
most comfoartable way of reaching the vaL^<^;y; and next 
day, at 3.30 p.m., we drove down to the wharf, and f^ook 
our places in the steamer for Stockt^on.

We left San. Fia^ncisco at 4 p.m., and at dark were 
.still in the harbour, through it had become so nanow that 
we fancied we must have already entered the Sacramento 
Ri^er.’ This, however, we did not do t;ill an hour or so 
later'. In the middle of the night we left the Sacramento 
and entered the San Joaquin, on which river Stockton 
stands. We arrived here at 5.30 a.m.,. the t^ide having 
delayed us thr^ee hours, and found that tihe coach for. 
Homitas, our next point, would start in half-an-hour. 
Two or three opposition coaches started from the landing
place, the drivers and touts of which kept up a deafening 
din while proclaiming the merits of their own, and decry
ing that of the rival coaches. Thi^s* was done at the top 
of their voices, and w^ith all the license of the broadest 
‘American chaff.’ We had been aclxiise*, in spite of 
the cold, to take the seats beside the driver, both for 
the sake of the view, and also as insuring a sober 
companion, which would not always be the case insider. 
The outside seat cannot, however, be called comfortable. 
Nothing but a bar to siit on ; only room really for two 
persons ; and the iron framework of the canvas co’vering 
(the coaches here being simply covered waggons) knocking 
A^rtimst one's head at every jolt over the rough road. 
Nor, in respect of the view, were we at fi^r'st much better 
off than those inside. There was a dense J’og, through

    
 



508 SAN FRAN^C;[S3CO.

which until about ten o’clock, nothing was visible except 
the ghost-like forms of the ti^ees neares-t the road, and 
rows of disconso^iate-loolking magpies; sitting huddled 
together on the t^opmos-t rail of the fences ; varied occa
sionally by a large yellow bird, here called a lax-k, and 
said to 'be a beautiful songster^.

About eight o’clock we stopped for breakfast at a 
rough log-hut^. As seems to be the case all over the 
country, the bread, butt^er, and milk, were excellent^. 
After breakfast the fog gradually cleared off, and the 
sun came out, bright and warm Our way had been 
over an unmade road, of rather soft, rich soil, with cul
tivated land on either side, but now changed to sand,, 
and open grass country, in some parts thickly studded 
with oak and other trees. In the distance rose the blue 
hills, the furthest (the Nevada range) partially covered 
with snow, About 2 p.m. we stopped for dinner, at a 
less rough house, and here we changed drivers. One 
gain's much amusement, as well as i^rformation, from these 
men : an American is never chary of his conversati^on. 
The one who now took charge of us had come from Stock
toon as a passenger. He began, of course, by depreciating 
his predecessor’s driving. We, on the other hand, had 
rather approved of it, especially once when the horses 
made a shy across the road, and' nearly upset the coach 
over the fence ; and again, when a pair of fresh young 
horses were put in, and on 'first starting bucked almost 
out of their harness : on both which occasions he managed 
t^hem very well. Our new Jehu had broken all but t^wo 
of the horses on thiis line himself. He gave us many 
anecdotes .of, his driving in this and other parts of the

0 k
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co^mtry, and a good deal of family history—‘had heard 
one of the inside passengers say he’d been away from 
his family for six years—wou^^’it do so if he’d a family 
—didn’t see the use of a family, if you were to be away 
from it all the t^ime—had left his home (run away) 
when he was eleven years old, and it was t^he woirst 
thing he’d ever doin3: hut he was always fond of horses, 
and got good pay then as light-Awsii^lit; so he ran ^fway, 
when he mijght have had a good education and got 
-set^-tled. down in the coiu^l^^—was more fond of music 
than anything else in the world (the subject was sug
gested by his hearing an inside passenger singing)—could 
play—not to say well, but still enough to make out 
what it was, every instrument he’d ever come across, 
excerpt the flute—couldn’t make nothing out o’ the flute. 
With such-like conversation,—if half soliloquy, half nar- 
rat^ive, can be called conversation,—did he beguile the long 
and weary way, which began to be very wearisome in
deed, after sunsets. *

Our road lay for miles up a hill, which seemed inter
minable. It is eighty miles- from Stockton to Hornitas, 
where we arrived abo^t 8.30 p.m. Here the coach stopped, 
but we wanted to go on eleven miles further over the 
mountains, as the hotel at Hornitas was neither clean nor 
comfoirtable, and that at Bear Valley, we had heard, was 
both. The agent for the ‘ Express ’ (the coach company) 
was very civil, and found us a buggy and horses to take 
us on; we, meanwhile, getting someibhing to eat at the 
inn, which, though the people were civil enough, looked 
anything but inviting to spend a night in. When our 
vehicle was ready, our late Jehu, and the ‘gentleman ’
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who had just received two dollars for the bread and 
butter we had had, packed us in, wii^li. rugs and a buffalo 
robe,* and then shook hands 'nios't cordially, wishing us 
good-bye as through we had been old and dear friends.

Our buggy was one of t^hose particularly adapted for 
continuous conversation between the .driver and th^ose 
inside, as we soon discovered. It appeared that he was 
not a native, t^hough from his accent, and the invariable 
use of * Wa-al ' (a word which no one who 'has not been 
in America can fully appreciable), one would have supposed 
him to be so. ‘ No, sii-; I don’t b^ong to t^hese parts— 
no, I was a ’bus-driver in London. P’raps you may ha’ 
been at such a place, sir ?’ ,

‘ Yes, I know London very well. What ’bus did you 
drive?’

* Wa-al, sir, ’twas from Charing Cross all down Picca
dilly sometimes, and sometimes down to London Bridge : 
but all about t^here, yer know—down Portland Pl^Eice. I 
was Tjom in Devonshire Street, Portland Pl^sice. Yes, sir, 

i I was bom t^hier^e. But my people have moved now, 
though we . lived there for some t^ime, to a place called 
Ha^mpton. Did you ever hear o’ that place, sir ? Hampf^on 
Court you might ha’ heard of, p’raps ?’ »

‘ -Yes, I know Hampt^on, and Hampton Courts
‘ Wa^-al, th^en, p’raps you may ha’ known some of the 

families’ about there, sir
‘I k^now a good many of t^h^ose living at Hampton 

Court.’
‘ Ah, indeed, siir! Wa-al, there were a many nice

* All over America fur rugs are called ‘ robes.’ A ‘ buffalo robe ' 
.a large carriage rug made of a buffalo skin.
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families there, sir. There was the Seymoiu?^—did you 
know them V

‘No.’ ' •
‘ Wa^-al, then, there was Lord Oringmoor—you might 

ha’ known him, sir ; or—no, I don’t s’pose you did know 
anything of Dr. Baker’s family V

* No, I didn’t kn^ow any of them.’
This was, apparently, the last on the list of his ac- 

quainta^nce, for he enumerated no mor(j; or it might be 
that, finding we did not know any of t^liese, he thought it 
waste of t^ime t^iying to find common acquainta^nces. He 
lived in hopes of returning home, and settling there 

• some day.
* Why 'k Don’t you like America ?’
‘ Wa^-al, ’m, I don’t like the Americans. I don’t like 

the ladies : they ain’t like English ladies. Why, if you offer 
them, a drop o’ spirits, or even malit liquors, they think it 
something dreadJful; and I says, “ Why our ladies, where 
I come from, takes their liquor, and even a glass of spirits 
maybe, as cheerful and pleas;ant> as possible 1” and then I * 

•never see’d ’ ’em as drunk as I see’d American ladi<^i3! 
Wa-al, and then American ladies is so proud like, if they 
gets a little moi^^jy: why, they think^, _t^liemselves t^oo' good 
for anybodjy; and I don’t see the rights of that. Why, 
there was that same Lord Oringmoor as we was referring 
to awhile back, wa-al, his wife was the quietes-t little body 
as you’d wish to see! why, to ' look at her you wouldn’t 
ha’ taken her to be nobodjy! and she’d jupt talk to any 
one as come along, as pleasan't like as could be: every 
one said how nice she was—not a bi't proud like, you see.’ 
He coincided when I suggested that -real ladies could do
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many t^h^ings, which i^h^ose who were only ‘ lad^<^i3 ’ in 
virtue of possessing money could not, and added, ‘Then, 
too, you see, these Americans they are so bigoted.'

‘ Indeed! In what way V
’■ Wa-al, you see they get no educat^ion. Theire’s 

hardly a one of them as can do more than say where he 
were raised, and drive a buht-iteam!’ .

This may he the case in California, hut elsewhere it is 
very rare to find any one who cannot read and write at 
least. He designated the coac'hman who brought us to 
Hormtas as ‘ what we caU a Copperhead, that is, a regular 
Democrat.’ This term seems used promiscuously by per- 

“ sons of all political feelings. In the Statues it means just 
the reverse of what it does in California, and no one seems 
able to accorn^it for, or at all explain, its origin or 

. ameaning^.
There was much more that was very amusing, with 

which he beguiled the time spent in crawling eleven miles 
up-hfll to Bear Valley, where we arrived about 11 p.m. 

' The whole place was wrapped in peaceful slumber : not a 
'lights- was visible, nor a soul stiriing^. However, in the 
course of t^une, and by the assistance of much knocking 
and shouting, the landlord of the ‘Oso House’ was 
arous(^d; and being informed that a lady fnd gentleman 
had come for the night, quickly admiitted us. We had 
not much oppojT^uni'ty of examining our quarters, but our 
host was very civil, readily giving us clean sheets, through 
looking slightly astonished at such a requests.

Next morning, after an exceU^f^int night’s rest, we were 
summoned to breakfasit by an ideal landlady. She was 
t^he picture of -an old-fashioned hostess. Stout, rosy, and
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jolly-looking—a Scotchwoman, who seemed to have brought 
her ideas of a Scotch breakfas-t with her to California. 
She sat down in an • arm-chair, chattei'ing away and press- 
i^ig her good cheer upon us all tha^ough breakfasts. After 
which we made arrangements wi'th a guide, hired horses 
for our expedition, and by 11.30 we were ready to starts. 
A boy, with my father’s and the guide’s horses, and a pack- 
jnule, went ahead; we following in a buggy, with my 
hor-se tied on behind. It was not long before we overtook 
the hoy in sad tribulat^^on. The mule, of a more than 
ordinarily mulish disposition, steadily refused to go any
where, or do anything it was desired. So my father’s 
horse was tied behind wi^h mine, leaving only the mule 
to be led, who even alone gave much t^roul^l^e^. The fi^st 
twelve miles of our road lay through the gold country, 
past a hill called Mount Ophir, which is pierced with 
mines in every direction. Much alluvial mining was 
going on by the roadside. These washings are called 
‘ pocket-claims.’ A man can only work 200 feet of ground 
at a time, hut when he has exhausted or grown tired of 
that, he may claim 200 fee't in another place. None but 
the Chinese pay any tax. ‘ How is that V ‘ Wa^-al, just 
because they can make ’em,—yer see, they come here, 
and don’t know very much, and so they just make ’em 
pay four dollars a mor^Hi: ht’s unconstitut^^onal, no doubt, 
because the mines belong to the States altogether^,, and 
it’s only the State of California as profits by this tax; but 
they can do it, and so they do. All mining laws are 
mtide by the miners th^e^mselves, and if they quarrel and 
take their cause into a coi^i^ of just^^^ce, they ’re judged by 
their own laws.’ Such was the accouu't given by our

L L
*
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guide, an intelligent old man, by name Stegeman, a 
natuiralised German. The coiu^^ry abou^t the gold-fields 
here is very di-fFezr^zn-t from that in Aust^r’ali^a^. Ins1;ead of 
a desolate, miserable appearance, there is here plenty of 
vegetat^ion, beautiful t^j^ees, at this season in all the glory 
of autumn t^ini^s. And very glorious t^h^ose tints wer’e. 
The oaks, of which there is a grealt variety, were of the 
mos^t brilliant gold colour, and t^hus made a fine coi^itrast 
wiith the dark evergreens, pines, and cedars. The tl’unks 
and stems of the latter were of a rich red, or reddish 
brown, and t^liose of the oaks black. There are also many 
mangj^intti. i^r^ees, or rather shrubs ; it is an arbutins, 
and resembles a good deal in shape and size, but not in 
colour, the arbutus commonly known in Eng^land. They 
are very bright, and greatly relieve the more sombre 
hues. Their leaves are ' a light blue bloomy gi-een ; t^he 
stems bright orange or red. The name is Spanish, and 
means ‘ little apple.' The Indians preserve the fruit, and 
also make a kind of cider from it. There are many birds 
about here, particularly a bright blue bird, like a jajr, and 
woodpeckers. The latter have a most wonderful mariner 
of storing up. acorns, their chief food. They^^iisrce holes 
in the soft, t^hick bark of the sugar-pine, and wedge an 
acorn into each hole, the small end first, so that it is 
almoslt impossible to extract them, except by cutting round 

the hole wi’th a kniffe. The rough crevices in the back arc 
also crammed wiith acorns, wedged tightly in, packed aS 
regularly and closely as possible. Those t^r’ees which had 
only the empty hole.s looked like a bit of rock upon which 
phoius have been at work. The full ones, with the end 
of an acoril peeping out of each, looked as if filled with

<
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light^-coloured eyes. The ground near was carpeted with 
husks. The acoms were just ripe, and we watched many 
woodpeckers, as busy as possible, laying in their winter 
provision. The Indians also store acoms for winter food ; 
but they keep them in an erection resembling a gigantic 
beehive, raised off the ground on stakes. The baskets 
in which they collect them are of the same shape, and 
carried in the same manner as the korb used by Swiss 
peasants. ,

Mariposa was at' the end of this stage, a town formerly 
of some extent, but almost entirely burnt down a few 
months since, and presenting a moslb dismal appeara^n^ce. 
Kebuilding had commenced, hut the principal part still 
co:nsi^l3ed of blackened heaps where the wooden houses 
stood, and among them ruined brick chimneys, the only 
indestructible part of a log-hut^. We were delayed here 
some t^ime while getting a new bit for my father’s horse, 
who would not follow the buggy as mine did, and had 
broken away, damaging that part of his gear, so that 
repair was impossible. There were also various stoppages 
on the part of our guide, to inquire for letters or parcels 
for the valley, as ours would probably’ be the last oppor
tunity before the t^iaail was closed. Twelve or fourteen 
teiles brought us to Chowchilla, so called from a river of 
that name, hut more commonly known as ‘ White and. 
'iliatch's.’ These ard the names of worthies owning a saw
hull and house, wbicb, i^r want of any other, is the public- 
bous(3’or hotel of these partes. It was dark when we 
Ar^r^^ved, but at length Mr. Hatch was found, as also our 
Vay from the mill to the house. After waiting a long 
time Mrs. H. admiitted us, wiith the not-t^oo-cordial greet-
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ing, ‘Well, I can’t say I’m glad to see you, for I was 
going away t^o-morrow, and we’ve put everytliing away, 
and got nothing in the house. But you must do the 
best you can : there’s nowhere else for you to go, and 
so you must put up ^wlth what you can get.’ But 
bustling about and clearing a room that was full of her 
own things in a very good-tempered manner, and, with 
many apologies for such a modes-t repast, soon set us 
down t^o a meat t^ea, wi'th the liable covered wi^h all sorts 
of cakes and preserves. She was a pretty, bright, cheerful 
woman, and both she and her husband were civil and 
intelligent^.' The latter, arrayed in a dressing-gown of 
gorgeous hues, sat at the head of- his table, supplying 
the wants of his guests. Our guide and the boy, a round

-headed, round-faced, round-eyed, round-mouthed, in fact 
generally round, individual, said to be an It^alian by biri^h, 
but rejoicing in the un-Italian name of ‘ Ji^m,’ partaking 
wi'th us. Mrs. H. waited on us, joining only in the con- 
versat^i^on.

The next morning, after an early breakfast, and a 
considerable charge for the ci'vil^'ty we had received, we 
set off on bur horses for our next stage. Tbe refractory 
mule had made off in the course of the night, carrying 
with him about ten feelt of paling, to which he had beeU 

•fas^itened, so we had t^o borrow one of Mr. H.’s ponies for 
our packs.. Our stage was onll^ twelve miles, but up 
and down the mountain, sometimes very steep and per' 
pendicular, but still not bad.for a mo'untain roacl, and 
with the dust, which in summer must be teri^ible, laid by 
;^he late rain. Occasionally we had peeps of distance he* 
tween t^heOt^r^e^es, but only now and then, for our way la/
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almost entirely thi’ough pine-foirK^lt3—such beautiful trees! 
many of them between 200 and 300 feet high—cedars, 
firs, and pines. On the dead branches the most beautiful 
lichen I ever saw, very long and mossy, and of a delicate, 
soft, brilliant colour, some^thing between a chrysolite and 
chrysoprase, if such can be imagined, and looking even 
more sunny from the dead dark wood on which it grew, 
the dark foliage around, and the dull brown of the dead 
fir needles, wiith which the ground was strewed. We 
arrived at * Mr. Clark’s ’ (his ranch* has no other name) 
abo’ut 1.30 P.M., just escaping heavy rain, which lasted all 
night, and made us dread to fund snow higher up. Mr. C. 
is a remarkable man ; in appearance a sort of Orson, or 
wild man of the woods, with long, matted, grizzly hair 
and begird; but though a rough one, a real diamond, with 
coi^irteous manners and much int^ej^lig^ejn^tje, having read 
and thought a great deal, and being well able to impart 

. his knowledge and ideas. He was much surprised to see
us, and had sent away ah his stock, not expecting visitors 
so, late in the season. We were soon, however, seated by 
a blazing fire of pine-logs, with capi-tal venison, hot rolls, 
currant-jelly, and coffee on the tahl(e; and what could 
hungry tra^vellers wish for more ? Considering what we 
had had to endure elsewhere from the want of roads, 
accommodation, and food, the ‘ frightful amount of rough
ness ’ wi'th which some of our friends tried to hinder our 
expedition, resolved ifbelf on this occasion into a ceirtain 
rude comfoi’t, that was pleasant enough.

* Ranch, instead of farm, is a word which has been adopted from 
the Mexicans, and is universally used in California. It is derived from 
the Spanish. Rancho is literally a mess, mess-room, or club.
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It was still raining the next morning when we got up, 
but Mr. Clark and Mr. Stegeman advised our pushing on 
as quickly as possible. So by 8.30 we had breakfasted, 
and were on our way in^ fair weather, which turned into a 
beautiful day, as the sun rose, and dispersed the fog from 
the t^ops of the mountainash. We had tw’enty-one miles of 
mountain and five miles of valley before us, so made, as 
much speed as possible. It was never very great, as,
during the t^went^y^-one miles of mountain, we had inces
santly to go up and down, sometimes by a very steep 
road, and after the first seven miles, t^hr^ough about a 
foot and a half of snow. It was blind riding, one could 
see nothing but the sheet of dazzling snow excej^it the 
ti^ees, looking beautiful in t^heir swansdown t^iimming^s. 
Our guide seemed to know the trail well, and only once 
j^issed his way. The woods consisst principally of mag

cedars, pines, and firs. Before reaching the snow 
the scent of the fallen leaves, and of a kind of wormwood 
that covered the ground, was delicious. We saw plenty _ 
of tr^acks of bear, deer, and small game, but nothing 
of the animals t^t^e^mselv^es. When at the highes't point 
we were about 9000 feet above the sea. Here the sky 
had that black-blue appearance, which t^h^ose who have 
been tso the top of Mont Blanc describe, and the clouds, 
as seen against the snow, looked brown. It was very 
cold, but not painfully so, perfectly still, and the air sO 
dry that one did not feel it nearly as much as in far les3 
t^lierm^ometrical cold, if att^ended with damp or wind. The 
fii^rst view we had of the valley, jvas truly magnij&cent^< 
Mr. W. (the photographer) had told us to be sure and 
make our guide take us to a point off the f^r^ail, which

    
 



THE Y0 SEMITE. 519

they will generally, if left to t^h^c^mselves, pass by. Fi’om 
this spot there is the best general view of the valley. 
AH the rocks, peaks, and domes, in t^heir various positions, 
are visible at once. The valley is only from a mile to a 
mile and a half in width, and t^hese splendid perpendicular 
rocks rise on either side to the height of from 3000 to 
6000 feet. In some places the rocks look as if cut straight 

/down from top to bott^om. The names which have been 
’ given to others, of ‘ Cathedral Spires,’ * Washington

Col’um.n,’ ‘North Dome,’ ‘South Dome,’ ‘El Capii^tan,’ 
‘ Bound Tow<^i^,’ &,c. &c. very well express their characlser- 
ist^i^cs.^ But the original names given by the Indians are 
far more poetical as well as more de’script^i^v^e. ‘Large 
Acorn Cadie,’ ‘ Shade t^o Indian Baby-bas^lkel^,’ ‘ Goddess 
of the Valley,’ ‘ Great Chief of the Valley,’ ‘ The Wat^ching 
Eye,’ are t^he t^l^auslat^i^ons of ■t^llose I have named, with the 
exception of ‘Washington Coi^uim^,’ which, by them,'is 
comprised in another group. The waterfalls from t^his 
poi^it looked beautiful, but it is impossible to attempt 
apy description of t^his most glorious scenery. People 
should go and see for t^t^e^mselves, for it is well wo^Tth the 
V^o^sige from Englan^d^. The clouds which still remained 
upon the tops of some of the mountains, perhaps, even 
added to their grandeur, and helped one to appreciate 
their immense heights.

We arrived at the hotel in the valley at dusk, having 
accompliished t^went^y-^ix miles in eight houA, which, con
sidering it was mountain tr'a^velling, and th^r^ough* snow, 
'Wa,s not bad. The master of the hotel had be&n away for 
three'months, but his wife was expecting him, and before 
Ve had been there long he arrived. It was forTbunate for
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us he was not at home, for in that case, thinking the last 
of their visitors must have come and gone for the season, 
they would have moved into a tiny log-lhut on the 
other side of the valley, where they could not have ac- 
commo<^j^^bed us. ‘The Yo Semite Hotel,' on the out
side of the ‘ Yo Semite Almanack,’ looks a grand building, 
but in'reality is nothing more than a barn of t^w^o stori<^t3: 
the upper one pai'tit^i^oned off into stalls by a wooden 
frame and coarse calico panels, so that every word spoken 
is heard all over the building. Between the planks were 
large crevices, which at this season were not desirabi^e. 
Our windows were only holes, until t^w^o others in di^^i'ent 
parts of this bam had been robbed to fill them in. Doors 
there were none, only canvas, curt^ain^s. Below, in t^he 
sitt^'ino^-^r^c^om, was no f^’eplace, and for the stove which 
took its place, we were allowed nothing but damp wood, 
spli't in too long pieces to admi-t of shutting the door of 
the stove. Consequently, we were almost frozen, till 
Mr. Stegeman (a regular old campaigner) invited us to 
come out into the ‘ smoke-house,’ where his bed was, and 
where he had got a great log, which would bum for about 
a week. The master of t^he hotel was formee^-ly a book
seller, English by birth and education, but had lived for 
many years in California. He was fond of reading, and 
had picked up a good deal of promiscuous informat^ion. 
He edited a magazine for some t^ime, and published a 
‘ Guide to California,’ which, judging from a few numbers 
of th^e* magazine he had there, seemed t^o have been 
written as well as edited by himself*. He was very civil > 
and, considering how much more per day we had to pay 
for our board and lodging than at the Occi^dental Hot^el;
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lie to make us as little uncomfoir^able as his con
science would permits. His wife was a cheerful, hard
working little woman, of a very literary turn of mind, and 
anxious to discuss Tennyson, Longfellow, Bums, and 
others, on every possible occasion. An old lady, her 
mother, seemed to do the hard work of the houses.' In 
the winter, wi^h a good deal of spare time on their hands, 
they said they read much. Mos-t of our standard authors 
were on the shelf in the sitt^i^^g^^lo^om, and many American 
books. Among the latter was one excessively amusing to 
English people. It was written by a cert^aj^ii’ Gilbei’t 
Haven, a teacher in a ‘Young Ladies' Seminary,' we were 
told, and is called the ‘ Pilgrim’s Wallet.' It purports to 
be sketches of t^r^avels in England and on the Coatinent^. 
I only accompanied this gentleman to England, but that 
Was sufficient. The animus wi'th which he abuses the 
poor old country is truly Edifying. Until reading his 
opinion I fancied that Englishmen rather prided them
selves upon possessing ‘ homes.’ But, after describing a 
futile attempt he made to stare at the Poet Laureate, and 
appearing much disturbed at Mr. Tennyson’s non-appreci- 
ation of his laudable desire, he goes on to remark, that 
‘the grounds were enclosed within ■ walls, as is the custom 
with Englishmen in the few instances in which they can 
be said to possess homes.’ He goes to the Houses of Par- 
liameiht—thinks the Upper House extremely dull, while 
the ‘paltry discussions of paltry subjects ’ in the Commons 
fill him wi'th astonishment, as do with horror t^Jre very 
transparent covering which cloibhes—‘ the noble lord is a 
fool,’ ■and similar com|>ll^i^m^irt.ai’y phrases which pass be
tween the members. The poor old woman at the Seldonian
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Theatre, who- received sixpence for showing it to him, 
excites much wra-th; and he goes into raptures over a 
visi^t he paid to Mr. Robert Barreltt Browning, to whom 
he brought a letter from a ‘ mutual friend,’ co^itrasting it 
mos't favourably wi^h Mr. Tennyson’s harmless wish not 
to be made a show of. Altogether, after reading his book, 
one might suppose that poor old England was going to 
the bad as fast as possible, if, indeed, she had ever been 
anything else. But he still entertains some hope for us, 
if the ‘ Democirat ’ were published in London, and if the 
* Silver Trumpet of Democ:ra<^^,’ i. e., the voice of Mr. 
Bright (the 'only speaker in the House wo:ri;h listening to) 
shall sound loud and clear t^hrough the land. . If, in short, 
we are turned comj^^f^itely topsy tui^vy, and remodelled 
upon an American republican basis, we need not yet 
despair^. We have already made a move in this much-to- 
be-desired direci^i^<^n; and when we arrive at our goal, 
may still hope to hold up our heads, and take a stand 
among nati^ons, even though one of them is that perfect 
perfection of a Government, calling itself the ‘ American 
Rejpuuhc i’ a t^ruly cheerful view of our case !

The next morning when we got up it was pouring so 
heavily, that we began to question whether prudence 
would not advise our immediate return, unless we wished 
to remain in the valley for six montlis. But Mr. Stegeman, 
who had gone to make inquiries from the only other in- 
habi-tant of the valley, who had lived here longer and 
knew more of the uncertain signs of the weather than 
any one else, did not return till too la£e for a start that 
day. When he did, he brought the cheering assurance 
that his friend thought we were, safe from more rain for
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several days, and that this was only a shoioer. (It had 
lasted .:from the time we went to bed the night befoi^e!) 
He was rights. Wh^e^n, the sun rose above the mountains 
it cleared into a lovely though very cold day, which we 
devoted to exploring as soon as breakfast was over. I 
should like to see the valley in summee : one cannot 
imagine whether the bright gold and orange of the oaks 
and bracken, as we saw t^h^e^m, or the green of summer, 
would he more lovely.

We first went to the ‘ Vernal Fall.’ In the names of 
the wat^eifalls, as well as of the mountains, the meaningless 
ones given by American cockneys have been adopted, in
stead of the Indican. ‘Pi-wy-ack,’—Cataract of Diamonds, 
is the Indian name for this fall, and exactly describes

We went by a very narr^ow, rocky tr’ack, through the 
Wood, t^ill our horses could go no furt^her^. We then t^ied 
them up, and went on foot^* to t^his beautiful fall. There 
Was plenty of water, but not t^oo much. People generally 
seem to think, that the more water there is in a. fall the 
more beautiful it is ; hut I think in this, as in mosit other 
things, one may have too much even of a good thing, and 
one loses the effect of the crags and rocks jut^ting into the 
water, and adding to the fantastic forms it takes in 
falling, when Inhere is such a vast body of it. This^- fall is 
350 feet high, and above it is another of 700 feet: to the 
latter our guide would not let us go, as the snow and 
sleet had made the ladders, by which alone it can be 
reached, very slippery. From the foot of the ladder, 
which is almost underneath the lower fall, it looks very 
fine.' We then retuimed to ‘ Lady Franklin's Sata 
rock which they have so named because she sat there
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while the remainder of the party went up to the higher 
falL Here we lunched, then mounted and rode five miles 
up a fork in the valley to ‘ Mirror Lake,’ where the water 
is clear as crystal, and the reflexions as distinct as the 
reality^. Looking at a photograph of it, one cannot for 
some time make out which is the right way t^o hold if^. 
On the spot itself, the lake looks like an inverted dupli
cate of the .mountains, seen thi^ough a sheet of the clearest 
cryslt^ In summer the trout are so numerous, that 
we were told it was necessary to beat the water wi'th 
branches, to frighten them away, before they could take 
a photograph. But when we saw it there was not. a 
ripple on the surface, and it might haye been the identical 
lake in which Narcissus so beheld himself as to cause all 
his future grief. The water of the Merced, the river 
which winds through the valley, becomes so purified by 
flo'wing a long distance over beds of granite, that photo
graphers can use it without distilling it; and the lake 
water looked even more ti^ansparen^. The short day 
would not allow of our doing' more before dusk, and the 
bitter cold offered little inducemejnt to us to stay out 
longer than necessary after the sun had sunk behind the 
mount^aii^ns. It is a ^a^on de parler at this t^ime of the 
year to speak of the sun ‘ rising ' at all in the valley. On 
the side where the hotel is, about a square foot of roof is 
all that is touched by his beams.

The next morning the fros^t was so hard, that the ‘ Yo 
Semite Fall,’ which is visible from the hotel, was a mass 
of ice. Gradually, as the sun thawed ^the stream above, 
it fell . over the precipice, with a loud report like the 
blasting of rock ; and by the time we had arrived at the
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foot of the fall, whither ' we made our way as soon as pos
sible after breakfast, the water was -flowing freely. This 
fall is in three steps : the fii-st, 1000 feeit; the second, 
434 feet; the f^hird, 600 feeft There are only three breaks 
in a fall of 2634 feet. ‘Yo Seim^-^e’means, ‘Large Grizzly 
Bear ;' but l^he bear had not put on his thickest co^t for 
our visit, and looked somewl^iat drawn out and emaeii^f^^d; 
though still beautiful with the sun shining on it, and at 
one t^ime causing part of a rainbow t^o appear, or again 
gleaming on a shower of sparkling drops, and shedding 
beauty and brilliancy on everything^. The rocks are fine 
in form ; round and above this fall there were still a few 
late flowers in bloom, and some fronds of the A. adiantum 
pedatum yet green. After climbing abo^ut and viewing 
the fall from as many different positions as possible, we 
went to look at our host’s wintei’-cabin, which certainly 
seemed less open to the inclemency of the weather t^han 
the hotel. The coi^^ents consisted only of innumerable 
‘ squashes ’ (pumpki^^); satisfactory as promising safety 
from stal'vaf^:^on, provided the mice, who had already dis
covered thei^’ excellence, should leave any for the use of 
their rightful owners.

Mr. Stegeman, who was always prepared for any 
co:ntingency, then carried us off to a log of pitch-pine, 
from which he wanted some splinters, in case of our being 
snowed up on the mountains in returning, when they 
would be invaluable as kindling^. The pitch collects in 
the knots, where the wood is so saturated wi'th it as t^o 
be almost transparent. The slightest spark sets it in a 
blaze, and a little bit of it placed among logs js better 
than any * patent fire-reviver.’ .$
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. We then 'recrossed the*river, and went to see the 
‘Bridal Veil FaU:’ or rather, t^o see it closer, for it is 
visible for some distance on the tiail, and is among"- the • 
first objects that sti'ike t^he eye on enteriog the valley^. 
The Indian name is ‘Po-ho-no’—Spirit of the.Evil Wi^id. 
There is always a current of air in the comer wherr^.^it - 
falls, blowing it to one side or the other, and causing a 
misty, flo^^bing tr^a^nspa^rency, sufE^c^i^^i^-t t^o originate such 
a name as ‘ Bridal Veil,’ had it possessed no other. But 
t^o the least vivid imag^ation, when once the idea of a 
Spirit had been conceived, the Indian name must appear 
far more appropriate. While watching the light, feathery 
spray always blown from the surface of the water, the 
fall appears truly like a phantom half hidden by a misty 
cloud, now and then revealing a glimpse of his form of 
white beard, or putting forth a warning, ghostly finger, 
while the wind blows aside the shroud concealing the 
rest of a spectral and t^en^ific being. It is a lovely fall, 
940 feet without a break. To get under it one had <to 
scramble over rough rocks, and across the lower part of 
the fall itself, where it rushes brawling among boulders 
and tr^ees on its way to join t^he Merced. Had we listened 
to Mr. Stegeman, we should have probably remained 
there t^ill now, as nothing would induce him t^o believe 
that the sun, which was already below the mounta^ins, 
and must have been almost settling, would not come 
round to a certain point for our especial benefit, and form 
a rainbow in the water, as it does about the same t^ime 
on a summer’s evening. Even ocular demonstrat^^on, 
and the deepening gloom, failed to convince him; and 
while riding home in the gloaming he co:ni^ltmtly tinned
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his head, to make sure that not one ray had strayed round 
the coimei’; and 'then' shook it with.a pUzzled ‘expr^esslon, 
and a ‘ Wal,'I- can’t make it ouute. I know, when I have 
been here before, I always seen the rainbows just at sun
set ; 'coz, you see, the sun must come down the opening 
o’ 'the valley, and it hadn’t got there when we was up at 
the Fall!’ It was a bitterly cold evening, and we were 

'glad after dinner to retire to his * Smoke-house ’ and pine
logs, where, though the building was only a wooden shed 
bui^-t against a rock, answering for fireplace and chimney, 
open to the stars, and with old boxes for chairs, it was 
far more co:mfoir;able than the room with a stove which 
was not allowed to bumu

The next morning, in bitter cold, we set off on our 
return ; regretfully indeed, but it was not considered safe 
for us to stay longer. A good deal more snow had fallen 
since we were in the valley, and our progress ' over the 
mountain was slow. Darkness overtook us before we 
reached Mr. Clark’s, but we had the prospect of a bright 
fire and comfoortable room to cheer us on our dreary road. 
It took us ten hours to accomplish t^he t^wenty-six miles. 
We had to stop co^-tinually to clear the snow from the 
horses’ hoofs. .

The following day soon after breakfa^it we rode abo^'t 
six or seven miles to see the ‘Mariposa Grove.’ The 
tr^ee, known in England as ‘ Wellingt^onia,’ was by a 
jealous American called ‘ Washingt^onia,’ and has finally 
been named ‘Sequoia gigantea,’ arborists agreeing that 
the tr^ees belong t^o a distinct class. This is not such a 
decided ‘ grove ’ as a collection of the same traces ajb Cala
veras seems from description to be, but the individual
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ti^ees are finer. Nearly the whole way we rode thi’ough 
pine-foresib; up a steep and rugged mounta^in-i^oad. The 
fiist tr^ee we came to is called ‘ The Fallen Monarch.' It 
is a splendid trunk, and, through sunk to a considerable 
distance in the ground, is higher tb^an a man on horseback 
standing beside it. The height of these trees is not what 
one would expect from their ghr^li; and when full grow^i, 
tli^ey are by no means as symmetrical in form as the pines ' 
and cedars among which they stand, the latter averaging 
250 feet in heights The Sequoia grows to the height of 
100 feet or more, straight up, without any branches, and 
t^hen seems to stop short, with the look that ti'ees have, 
when their rcf^its touch upon rock or uncongenial soil., 
Bub t^hey are very grand, and, when young, wi'th their 
branches feathering down to the ground, or middle-aged, 
with the height in proportion to the girth, are lovely. 
Their rich brown bark, gleaming t^hr^ough the dark foliage 
around, and their clean, smoo'th-looking t^mnks, must 
always be a grateful sights. The largest of all, called the 
‘ Grizzly Giant,' is 33 feet in diameter, and the voice of 
a person calling to some one on the other side sounds 
quite far away. This t^i'ee, however, is not much higher 
than manj^- of t^liose around, whose main trunks are litt^le, 
if at all, larger than its lower branchies. Two or three of 
tliese t^r^ees are lying on the ground. One is broken, and 
hollowed out by fire, through which, by slightly stooping 

• one’s head, it is easy t^o ride on horseback. The size of 
the cone is disproportionately small. We saw none larger 
than a hen's egg, and the average is s^itl smaller. There ■ 
is a little log-cabin in the middle of the forest, within 
sight of a few of the most beautiful threes, called after
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* Mr. Clark (whose name is Galen), ‘ Galen’s Hospice.' Here 
people generally rest, and have luncheo^n; but it was 
far too cold for us to do more than ride t^hiough the grove, 
examine the giants, and return wi'th a good deal of rain 
and snow falling at i^it^ervals. Next day we returned to 
Bear Valley. We rode straight through to Mariposa, and 
only stopped by the way to gather acoms from diffejT'ei^’t 
kinds of oak. At Mariposa we got a buggy, and went on 
to Bear Valley, where we found the house in a state of 

, semi-^-grandeur, semi-disorganization, and our old Scotch 
hostess in a state of entire exci'tement, much regretting 
our not having appeared the night before, as they had 
had a ball tliere. Our dinner was laid in»the laundry, 
which still bore t^i^aces of the violent usage it had received 
from hob-nailed, and not very clean, boots. The walls 
^^re adorned tent^-faslii^on, with brilliant stars and stripes. 
As a phase of American life it would have been wonth 
seeing. We were told that‘the ladies were all dressed 
mosit tasteful; nearly all had white dresses, quite elegant ; 
and some of t^hem black-lace flounces.'

The next day it poured from morning to night, making 
Us glad to have left the mountains in time. There was 
ftoitthing to he done, nor to disturb the monotony of the 
pit-pat of the rain-dr’ops, except the arrival and' departure 
of two very damp-looking stages, watching the unham^ess- 

. mg of whose respective teams must have occupied at lea^it 
three m.inutes on each occasion. There being no church 
to attend the next day, we procured a couple of horses, 
mid rode to the top of a high hill near, called Mount 
Bullion, whence there is a fine view of the corn^-try rounds. 
The mountains on ei^ther side of the Yo Senii-te Valley

M M
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and the Sierra Nevada range rose clear, cold, and dazzlLng, ■ 
white against the blue sky. We saw this when we suc
ceeded in reaching the summit—a feat, t^he accom^pl^^^iment 
of which was rendered doubtful by the decrepid nature of 
our steeds. It was a very narrow, steep, stony track by 
which we had to make our way, one at a time. Both our 
saddles tumped, and we had to dismount and set l^h^em 
rights. This, as they were of Mexican build, was not
easily accomplished.

Tie Mexican man’s saddle is very comfortable, par
ticularly for riding a long march at the shuffl^g jog-trot 
of the mustangs. It is high in the cantle, and has also a 
large ‘ horn ' on the pummel, on which to hang packs, 
bags, the bridle, dr anything else.

On our return to the hotel we found t^wo ‘ladies ' and a 
‘ gentleman' regaling thiemselves in our sitt^^g^-^i^oom, and 
a child sleeping on my bed. This is a land of equality, and 
probably, there being but one private room, our not being 
in the way was considered a suffi^:ii^:i^^ reason for taking ' 
our room to do honour to one ‘ of the wea^^hies-t ladies in 
these parts,’ who had driven over t^welve miles to see her 
friend. I fancy the remembrance of English and Scotch 
manners and customs must have come over our host^ess 
on seei^g-a look of .ja^l^t^inu^Hnent in our faces, for she waS 
more than usually civil after the departure of her guest^iS-

The next day we left, riding twelve miles to Co'ul'tei'' 
ville, which is another entr^a^nce to the Yo Semi-te Val^e;/' 
The tj’ail is shorter and better than the Mariposa 
but wi^h not nearly such fine views, and missing th^ 
Mammo-th treses. On the road were some quartz mine» 
which we stopped to visits. Our/ late guide’s son was clerk

I*
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' there, and took ns into the mine, where the superintendent 
joined us. It was not difTei^^r^nt from the quartz mines 
we saw in Australia, excep-t that ■ the pulleys for di'awing 
up the quartz and water from the lower gallery, are 
Woi’lked by an engine, of which the boiler is 600 feet 
above. The stream is conducted for that distance thjrough. 
a tunn^el, in which pipes are laid. But, as the superinten- 
dfent said, ‘It’s only because there’s no other' in these 
parts that they think so much of it, .In the mines in 
Devonshire and Gloucestershire, where I worked all my 
life till I came out here seven years ago, they’d think 
nothing of such an engine as that.’ He expatiated upon 
the penny-wise and pound-foolish system of the share
holders, which prevented their getting nearly as much as 
they might out of the mines. They would not, he said, 
lay out a farthing more than was absolutely necessary, 
and expected immediate return for everything. This 
Hiine was part of the grant of land made to General 
i^U^mont, a large part of which he was obliged to sell. It 
How belongs to a company, and is paying wel^L

The road to Coulterville is only a narrow trail up and 
^own over the mountain. It is pretty, but we saw it on 
n dull day; and the stunted brushwood covee^’ing the 
P^i^m^itains seemed tame after the pine-forests of the Mari
posa country. We found a clean, comfo:L'table hotel in 
^he town, and a civil landlord, who came after dinner to 
Hsk if we should like to see a cabinet of minerals, collected 
by a man Living here. It was pouring with rain, and we 
bad to wade through deep mud in the short distance be
tween the .hotel and a billiard saloon to which our host 
ionduct^ed us. One of the occupants he addressed as
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‘ Capifcain/ and begged him to show us his cabineit; where
. upon we were taken into a bedroom behind, in which it 

stood. The cabineit itself was a beautiful piece of work, 
made out of diffeirent Californian woods. The .collection 
of minerals was admirable : there were about two hundred 
specimens, neatly and scieni^ifically arranged. The col
lector received a prize for it at t^he Industrial Fair of the 
Mechanics' Institute in America, and wished to exhibiit it 
at Paris, but did# not like sending it, and was unable to 
take it. Judging from this collection, California must 
indeed be rich in ores of all kind^s. A Dut^chman, who 
lives in the backwoods, earns his living by making boxes, 
desks, &c., out of the various woods of the country, 'which 
he sends to Coulterville to be sold. They are very beau
tiful, and he arranges the colours wi'th great taste, but 
asks such an enormous price for them that one does not 
feel inclined to invest largely. In this coi^u^-try, dollars 
generally are charged where shillings are in Englian<d; & 
dollar being woirth about 4s. or 5s.

The next morning, after .an early breakfast, we set 
off, with our host as guide, to ride six or seven miles 
see some hydraulic mining—* hydraulicking,’ as they ca$ 
it. The side of a hill is- washed down into a wooded 
sluice, in the form of a capiital Y, by a powerful jet of 
water turned on through a hose. Across what represents 
the foot of the Y, which is very long, are ‘ bloclks,’ i. e> 
narrow boxes sunk between the joints of the wood. Inte 
these * bloclks' the sand and gold fall, while the watef 
runs off to the river^. From the .boxes they collect and 
wash the gold every three or four months. The man 
whose claim we visi-t-ed had been working there since
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1852, and Lad, by all accounts, done very well. Tbe 
method of obtaining water for the work is an instance of 
the dislike miners here have to making any outlay with
out immediate return. The river is within a few hundred 
yards (feeit it was when they began), 'but is a good deal 
below where they work. An engine to raise the water 
would have been expensive at first, but the cos^ would 
have been paid over and over again to any one working 
for long. This man had paid four dollars a-day all those 
years for water conveyed through dit^ches, from reservoirs 
on the other side of the country. The miners live 
very roughly. Wooden huts were scattered about, and 
all over the ground near were deep holes, where ‘pro
specting ’ had been going on. Outside the door of each 
hut is hung a slate, upon which the miner*, on going out 
in the morning, writes his order's for the butcher, who 
comes round daily and leaves the meat ordered, either in 
a cupboard near the door, or in a safe, which in summer 
is hung up in a tree hard by. Mos^ of the houses had 
goats and pod^^ry abo-nit. t^h^em, and one or two had 
gardens.

We returned on our road about a couple of miles, and 
then met a buggy, which with our bags had come after 
Us, to take us t^went^y^-four miles further, to the place 
Wiere the coach would piCk us up between two and thrree 
the next morning. When my father was taking our 
places at the coach-office, an instance of ‘ Americanism ’ 
Occurred which a gentleman in New York, to whom I was 
telling it, would hardly believe was not one of the ben 
trovato anecdotes made up for books. The clerk in the 
office, looking out of the window, said to my sfatfbter, ‘ Oh,
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here comes the gentlemxan who ’ll drive you : you can 
speak to him.’ When the ‘ gentleman- came in the clerk 
tumed to him, ‘ Look here ! this is the chap I was 
speaking to you about, who wants to be taken up at 
So-and-so ! ’

Our road was very had ; the mud, nearly the whole 
way, was up to the axles, and below it was rough and 
rocky—‘sidling,’ as our driver called it^. It was a bitterly 
cold night, and quite dark before we reached our destin
ation. There was formerly a very good hotel here, but 
no t^own, nor even village, near it ; and it was supported 
solely by the custom of coacli--;.ravellers. When a new 
line was opened, and many of 'the coaches left this road, 
the hotel was closed. We had been warned of t^hi^s, but 
also told that the hotel cook, a Dut^ch^wroman, had a small 
house near:, in which she received any stray passengers 
whom chance or necessiity might cause to spend a night 
at the place ; and that she made them very comfortable.. 
After a glowing description which we received . of this 
good woman’s abode, w'e did not expect the cranky wooden 
shed, at the door of which we alighted, wiith the stars 
shining through gaps in the roof, and the winds of heaven 
finding free entrance everywhere. There. was no light, 
no sound, no movements. We knocked and shouted, and 
at length a brigand-looking man came cautiously to the 
door. He seemed at first unwilling to admi^t us, but pre
sently returned, wi'th a dim, smoking lamp in his hand, 
and explaine^d^ his previous hesitation by saying that his 
wife was in bed wi'th toothache, and he did not knoW 
‘ how ',lie could do for us.’ .

The apartment w'e entered was, I conclude, the . bar ;
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there was a small counter at one side, from behind which 
our host dispensed drinka^bles, and a few groceries, t^o t^w^o 
or thi'ee t^eamsters, who had come up soon after us, and 
were, like ourselves, to pass the night in this hoveL 
There appeared, but one light in the establishment, the 
same dim, smoking lamp which had met us on the thres
hold, being carried backwards and forwards between the 
colter and the kitchen. When his duties did not re
quire his presence elsewhere, our host came and sat 
wi'th the teamsters, our driver, and ourselves round the 
wood-fire, our only light being that afforded by the 
flaming logs. The pictui’esqueness of the group was 
presently enhanced by the arrival of a child about two 
years old, _ who had been roused by the advent of str’a^nger's, 
and now clothed from t^ip to toe in a suit of scarlet 
flannel, sat on his father’s knee, looking like • a hobgoblin 
or leprdh^rn! If our quarters had fallen short of the 
description given of their comfoirt, so, in the matter of 
cleanliness, did the supper and supper-table, to which a 
dirty Negro servant, after some time, summoned us; 
but the poor people had done their best, and it was not 
then.’ fault if their friends had exaggerated their powers 
of enterd^ainment. A small cupboard, with a camp-bed in 
it, was, after supper, shown me as my bed-room, and a 
sofa was given to my father by the f^ire; the teamsters 
and others slept in their chairs. We did not undress, for 
the coach was to pass at 2 a.m. It was not a regular 
stopping-place, and we wished not to keep it waiting, 
therefore, on the first sound of wheels, every one was on 
the alert, and as the coach came near, rushed to the door 
and slioiAt^d; but it was the * Opposition ’’ coach, and

' *
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would not stop, so we went back t^o our couches, not 
altogether unwillingly, for it was piercingly cold, and the 
prospect of being for twenty hours of such weather in an 
American coach, was far from exhilarating. Our coach 
never came at all At dayl^jght my father went back to 
the ‘ Crimea House,’ where, t^hough the hotel is closed, 
the coaches still change horses. We had called as we 
passed the previous night, and left special word for the 
coachman not to forget us ; but on the order being given 
him by the ostler, the ‘ gentleman ’ declared that it was 
another place at which he should have picked us up, and 
not finding us there he had filled up our places, and 
should not pass our house at all! This was pleasant 
news for people who were anxious not to spend t^ime 
unnecessarily at places of no interest. The coach only 
ran thj’ee t^imes a-week, and we must take our seats from 
Coulterville ; but our buggy-driver of the previous day 
came to the rescue. He had ‘nothing not to say per- 
tikler ’ to do, and would drive us t^welve miles to Knight’s 
Ferry, where we could get another vehicle to take us to

■ Stockton, so, directly after breakfast, we set off. It was, 
a lovely morning, but we had to follow a very bad road, 
or rather traack, for it was nothing more. It lay princi-

- pally through rolling country, fertile, -and in parts much 
enolosed. The open land was in places very pret^i^y- 
i^n^nnmerable magpies were chattering amongst the fine 
t^i^e^es, squirrels darting in and out of their holes, and neai 
any patch of underwood or scrub, the ground was alive 
with hand^some crested-quail, in bevies of nearly & 
hun^dr^e^d. Larks were singing high in the air, and on
the ploughed fields were here and there a pair of wise-
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looking owls, blinking in the sun. The Nevada Range in 
the distance was beautiful, and, excepit for the delay, we 
did not regret having missed the coadi,, in which we 
should also have missed this pleasant twelve miles’ drive. 
At Knight’s Ferry we found a man who promised that 
we should be at Stockton by 6 p.m. ; the distance was 
forty-five miles, and it was f^hen half-past t^welve. At a 
quarter to one we started; our horses went well, but the 
roads were extremely bad, and we had one or t^wo delays. 
One of the portmanteaux, broke away in going over a

■ ditch, then one of the reins broke, and shortly after the 
driver, in trying to avoid a ■ bog, brought us to a hedge 
and ditch that the horses could not face, and 'so we had 
to turn round and go through the bog after alL Then 
We met a buggy returning from St^ockton, wi'th the driver 
of which ours changfed. places, and t^life man proved so 
much less effir^if^i^'t t^han t^he master in picking out the 
best parts of .the road and making the horses go, that 
darkness overtook us while we were still t^welve or four
teen miles from Stockton, and our driver informed us, in 
a lugubrious voice, that we had the worst' bit of the 
whole road before us. Being dark we could not see it, 
but feel it we did, and the results were visible on clothes 
and portmanteaux when we arrived at Stockt^on. Here 
We found an hotel, a bad imi-tation of the ‘ Occi^dei^ltal ’ at 
San Fiaancis^co. At the time we were very glad to enter 
its doors, but it proved, on further acquaintance, very . 
di^’ty and uncomfortable. The ‘ parlour’ was full of-school
girl^ going ^ome for Chrii^l^i^i^J; and in descriptions of 
hoarding-school conversations, I never met with ajrything 
approaching the vulgarity of t^ese children? In Stockton
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there is nothing whatever to see or do, except that t^he 
mud, surpassing even San Fi^anK^isco, or the newest 
Australian towvn, was a curiosiity in its way. We con
gratulated ourselves in leaving by daylight next day for 
San Fr^a^r^(3is5co, thereby seeing the views on the river'. 
But we went on, and on, and saw nothing, except an 
expanse of rushes and reeds, rustling and bowing as the 
wave of the steamer reached tliem, until just at sunset, 
when Mount Diavolo, as the only high mountain near 
San Fr’a^n^ci^sco is named, rose grandly before us. As the 
setting sun descended behind the mountain, it left the 
summilt glowing like red-hot iron, fading to a semi-'trans- 
parent purple ; and the reflexion in the Eastern sky, and 
the rosy light on the peaks of the Nevadas, was lovely.

We made an expedition soon after our return ’ito see 
some cinnabar mines in t^he co'unty of Almeda. It was 
our fiLrs-t experience of American railroad ^r^a^v-’eUing^. We 
left San Frain^cisco by the 8.30 A.M. ‘cars,’ and arrived at 
San Josh about eleven o’clock. The latter, as its name 
indicates, was originally a Spanish settlement : it now 
contains foreigners of almos^t every country in the world, 
—Frrench, Germans, Spaniards, Port^ugmese, Mexicans, 
Chilians, English, Chinese, but very few Americans. The 
medley of tongues heard while passing through the streets 
is exti'a^ordinary.

To English people it certainly is distr^essing, not to be 
able, by a little additional payment, to save th^e^msel^v'e^s. 
from the close contact with the ‘ Great Unwashed/ 
which is the tr^a^veller’s unhappy fate in American cars. 
The ju>:t^£^p^osition into which he is brought wi'th that 
very useful, but not very agreeable portion of the
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world’s populat^ion, is sadly to more senses than
one.

Our speed was not great, and the stoppages were 
numeirous. People complain sometimes of the indistinct 
way in which English guards call out the names of sta
tions, hut with them t^lie co:n^itant repetit^i^on gives some 
chance of catching the word. Besides which, we have in 
England a large printed hoard, which has not, as yet, 
been adopted on this side the continent. Here, the ‘ con- 
ducl^f^i?’ thrusts his head in at the door, withdraws it 
immediately, and, while banging the door t^o, bawls out 
sortie name, as unintelligible and as mysterious t^o the un- 
itiated as a London street-crya

Whether the co^mtry t^^irough which our road lay is 
pretty nr not I cannot say, for the fog was dense ; and 
excerpt that, as we neared San Jos^, we “passed thorough a 
forest of very fine evergreen oaks, we could see little else.

On arriving, we took our seats on the outside of the 
New Almedan coach, to drive t^welve miles to Almeda.' 
The cor^^i^ltry is said to be extr^emely pretty hereabouts ; 
the hills are high and wooded, the flat ground much culti
vated, But the fog continued so thick that it prevented 
our seeing much, except the very beautiful plane-t^re^e^s^* 
which are numerous all over t^iis part of the countr^y^.

At New Almeda we found a rough, comfoortable hotel, 
kept by a civil little Frenchman and his German wife. 
While they were preparing lunch, my father went to find- 
out the manager of the mines. Perfect equality is occa
sionally useful, as we found on this occasion. A few days 
before, a gentl^eman in San Fran^c^isco had promised - to 
S^nd us a letter of introduction to thiis manager’. He
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kept,, his word, but the letter was not delivered to us at 
the hotel t^ill after our return to San Fiaiii(3i^£^co. When 
my father was making inquiries as to name, ti^me, &c., 
in the ofS:ce of the ‘ Occ(^(^f^i^tta^,’ so as to do the best we 
might wi-thjput the -lettter, one of the owners of the hotel, 
who also acted as clerk and manager in the office, volun
teered a note, and wrote on a card,—

‘ Dr N.—Take good care of my friend . . \ .
Let me see : what ’s your name ? Ah, yes, yes!”)

.... Fr^ere, and oblli^t)------/ &c.
I dare say Mr. N. was more civil to us as of t^he

hotel-keeper, than he would have been had we been intro
duced by any one eLste; but certainly most civil he was, 
and after lunch came to the hotel, followed by a buggy, 
to take us to the mine. He was unable to go wi'th us 
himself, so consigned us to the care of the superintendent, 
with instr^ict^ions to show us over it t^horoughly^.

To the upper entrance of this mine is about two miles 
of very steep but good broad road, winding round the 
mountain-side. Here the greater part of the miners have 
their cotta^g^^s. Below are only a dozen or so of houses, 
which, until arriving at the top of th^e hill and seeing the 
Targe village th^eire, makes one wonder where the f^liousand 
men who are employed on*-^]ie mine, and their families, 
can be housed. The whole co-untry, as seen from the 
village, seems to be laid out in ‘ranches,’ wi'th a great 
deal of weU-cullii'vated ground and many fine t^r^ees.

When once we had arrived at the bottom of a ver’/ 
narr^ow, perpendicular, iron ladder, between 60 and ^0 
feet long, this mine was the easiest and pleasantest to 
explore I have ever been in. There are good woode#
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stair-cases in most of the descents from gallery to ;
the roof is high, the walking dry, the t^imhering very sub
stantial and well aj'ranged. Old Almeda, in Spain, is 
said to be the richest cinnabar mine in the woi^lil; and 
therefore this, which is the richest in America, received 
the same name. The ore, where visible by t^he dim 
light of the miners' candles, was a beautiful carmine 
colour.

We left the mine by an unopened gallery, where the 
men acco^pianying us had to cut steps in the rock as we 
went on. The next morning we went over the works, 
but there is very litt^le of the process visible. The cin
nabar is put into enormous furnaces, and the mercury dis
charged from the ore by sublimation The vapour is 
passed through as many as fifty-seven condensers, from 
the last of which the mercury runs into iron vessels out
side the building containing the condensers. It is there 
weighed and packed in iron bott^l^es. Pipes running half
way up the mountain, with a tall chimney at the end, 
carry away all the deleterious vapours discharged from 
the ore. The great difiS^i^ul^ity in these mines is to find 
anything which will stand the corrosive properties of t^he 
mercury. Iron requires corn^tta^-t renewal, and wood is 
burnt up in no t^i^me. The /brick which lasts longest is 
that made from the refuse ore : they cannot use it, how
ever, for paving the condensers, but are obliged to have 
iron. The quicksilver finds its way through the brick so 
easily, that in a large hollow place, formerly a furnace 
Under a condenser, now used as a reservoir for water, 
they some time ago extracted above 50,000 dollars’worth, 
Which had run throu^ghu None of the workmen are al-
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lowed to smoke while in the works. If the smalles^t par
ticle of lead, such as might be co:nnt.ained in a litt^le bi-t of 
t^in^-^doil round a packet of toba^cco, fell into a vessel of 
quicksilver, it would ruin it entirely, and necessi^itate its 
return to the fui^n&ce and re-passage thi'ough the fifty
seven condensei^s.

It was a pouring afternoon when we left for San Josh : 
so much so, that we were obliged to t^ake places inside 
the coach, already coi^-taining four passengers, and, seating 
ourselves, thought the vehicle was as full as it could 
b^old. We were somewl^f^lt dismayed when, a little time 
afterwards, we stropped, and a very fat old woman, with 
what seems to be the invariable accomjoaininent of very 
fat old women, viz. a very big bundle, made their ap
pearance. They 'managed, somehow or other, to bestow 
th^e^ms^e^l^v^e^s-; and we thought we were safe at last, as 
no more could by any possibi.li^i:y squeeze in. But a short 
t^ime afterwards we were again called upon to stop, 
and the coachman, putting his head in at the win
dow, informed us that we must make room for another 
passenger, and opened the door to admi-t an old man 
with a very bulky clo-th cloak, and most inveterate habit 
of spitting. Jle had no sooner seated himself, than looking 
round, and seeing only eight persons in the coach, he 
called out, ‘ Son, son, why thar's no need for you ter go 
ou'tsi^c^e; come up here. Come on ; there’s another place 
here.’ Upon which ‘ Son ’ also scrambled in, and when 
these ‘ nine precious souls ’ were all packed like figs in a 
box, the old man turned to my father and said, ‘ Now, sir, 
I call the coach full!’ The window was broken on the 
side where the jaiin came in, and while stopping to take
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in these last passengers, one of the others had procured a 
piece of canvas and nailed it over the opening, which 
changed our d^’ipping state to one of semi-sulfocation. 
And thus we jolted and bumped over ruts and stones, 
and t^hiough mud, till we arrived at San Jos^, and in due 
course at San Fra^ncs^c^o.

The treatment of children in America is strange to 
English ideas. We went to a dimmer-party here, where, 
as soon as the soup was of? the ta^ble, three little children 
appeared, and made a hearty meal off Chai'lottte Russe, 
bonbons, and champagne ; they wound up with a cup of 
strong coffee in the drawing-r^oom afterwards, and then 
much distressed th^eir mother by becoming very obs'tre- 
perous, and when the nurse appeared steadily refusing 
to go to bed. Children at home, though, are not so bad 
as those in the hotels. The passages generally serve as 
play-places for t^hem, in spite of printed rules and regu
lations, which, in almos't every hotel we were in, prohibit 
their being made so. When dinner-time comes, these 
independent little mortals march into the dining^-sal^oon, 
order about the servants, are often unable to read the 
bill of fare, but have it read to them by the waiter, 
make their dinner off the most unwholesome dishes, and 
walk away from table with a paper full of ‘ candy,' or, 
as we. saw one evening, ice-cream ! Can any one wonder 
that such diet and hours in childhood should resul-t in 
the sickly cons^ititut^ions and small, weak forms which 
.characterise both men and women in America ?

We spent a day in visiting Mare • Island, the Govem- 
meint dodcyard of America. The docks are not very 
large at present, but are being gradually increased. It
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is strange that there should he no place on the eastern 
side of the Coi^1tine:^ib where a dockyard could be equably, 
well es-fcahlii^l^t^d; but the magnifice:nib. harbour of San 
Fi^^^r^cisco is, I suppose, t^he thing of chief importan^ce^. 
Capt. B., who is in charge, took us over the ‘ Miaut^onomoh,' 
one of the * MIoni-tor ’ vessels, t^wo of which were in dock. 
They must be terrible enemies. The outside is plated with 
4| or 5-ii^cli; the decks wi^h 2-i^(^li; the t^urret, in which 
t^he guns are worked, with 8-inch iron plaices. The t^ower 
is fi-tted up wi'th machinery, which enables thiose inside 
t;o make it revolve the instant a gun has been fired, so as 
to present an unbroken surface of iron, 8 inches t^hick, to 
the enemy’s guns, until their own are again loaded. The 
ofG^icer who brought the ‘ Miautonomo^’ round Cape Horn • 
t^old (isaptain B. that he had never fel't so litt^le motion in 
any vessel She went through or under the waves, and 
on that occasion had 13 feet of green sea (queere, more 
or les^!) on her deck, while a t^umbler of water on the 
cabin liable was unss^iit! There is a high, raised plat
form round the iron-cased steering-hiouse, where the 
officer on watch can . stand, without danger of being n 
washed away.

We left San Fr^^l^ilco on the 9th December, in the 
‘ Cons-titut^i^on,’ one of the very large steamers which run 
regularly between San Fr^^l^il^co and Panama. The 
voyage down the coas^ is generally calm, aUo-wing the' 
use of steamers built like th^ose on the rivers, with wide 
‘ guards ’ (open gaUeri^^J^s; which give a pleasant sort of 
verandah to the outer row of cabins. There is also a 
large open space outside the saloon at the stem, shaded 
by the upper deck, which makes a cool and quiet sitting-
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and f^hose inside 
as the only light 
The sea crossing

room. The cabins are all very small, 
would not, I should think, be pleasant, 
and air they receive is from the saloon. 
the bar, as we left the harbour, was very high, and for 
the f^st t^w^o days it con-tinued rough. After t^hat it was 
calm, and the weather delight^friUy wa.rm as we neared the 
ti'opi^cs. The steamer, though supposed to be very empty, 
Was quite frill enough for comfort. The same rule seems 
to hold good with American steamers as everywhere else, 
vizr, the quaint specimens of humanity met t^h^ei’e. Among 
our fellow-passengers were several officers from both 
armies, some of t^hem agreeable, gentlemanly men ; but 
the ladies, parti^cularly the wives of one or t^wo whaling 
captains, were what a Yankee would describe as a 
‘ cai^rti(^oi! ’ -

These steamers appear to be admirably offi(^(^i'ed and 
manned. All serving on board, whether officers or ser
vants, were most polite and att^enl^'lv^e. The captain went 
round t^wice every day, with the chief steward, over 
the whole vessel, from stem to stem. He t^ook us with 
him one night, and certainly nothing CQuld be.better 
organised. With steamers carrying hundreds of pas
sengers, it must require perfect order and regularity to 
have things as they should be, and this has apparently 
been attained in these vessels. The upper deck is com
mon to all passengers, and even the 336 feet of its length 
did not lessen the comfoirt of having the quiet, litt^le, open 
space outside the saloon below.

We kept close to the coas^ib nearly the whole way to 
•Pj^nama. A magnificei^-t coa.sit it is, particularly of 
Guatemala, where the volcanoes ai'e nume:roi^n; and, seen

N N ,
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from the sea, are very sti^iking^. When we were near 
enough to see anything in detail, the shores appeared 
richly wooded down to the water’s edge. We wished 
much it had been possible to see somel^hing of Mexico, 
but the ill-fated Emperor Maximilian was then in the 
midst of his t^r^oubles, and, consequently, to travel in the 
country was out of the quest^i^on. _ The descriptions given 
us by t^i^ose who had resided in the country, were of per
fect scenery, climate, and vegetat^i^on. The only place we 
stopped at on our way down, was Acapul^co, and here we 
hoped to arrive in time to go on shore. We had brought 
a letter from the agent of the Streamer Company at San 
Fr^an^c^is^co to his brother agent here, in which he requested 
him to show us the plaice. But we were disappointed, 
and did not arrive till t^oo late to land. The harbour is 
described as lovely, and from what we could see in t^he 
bright mooinl^ighit it seemed indeed to be so. After sun
down, however, no one could stir abroad, as the French 
patriots shot any one they saw wilthout challenging them; 
and the agent himself, who had come off as soon as we 
appeared in sight, had to sleep on board one of the 
American vessels in the harbour^.

It was said ’ that ‘ the Fr^ench had possession of the 
town by day, and the Mexicans , by niglht;’ which ap' ‘ 
peared a curious arrangement until explained, that t^hough 
the Imperialists actually held the town, they were closely 
besieged by the Republicans, who at night-fall came down 
in force and surrounded the town. The Imperiali^^'t sen- 
tri^es, th^e^re^fore, shot at any one who at night approached 
their beat, without taking the tr^ouble to challenge, for 
the chance of its being a Reput^li^can.

    
 



acapu^i^co. 547

High hills surround the basin which forms the harbour 
on all sides. The water is very deep up to their base, and 
beautifully clear. The ti^ees which clothe them bend over 
and almost touch the water, and were, even by mooi^^L^ight, 
distinctly reflected therein. The nat^ives make pretty 
ornaments in shells, but very few, and those not of an 
att^ra^ct^ive kind, were brought on board. Until the French 
should evacuate it would be useless to ' hope for anything 
else.

A poor man, with his wife and a tribe of small children, 
came down w^-th us from San Fr^an^ci^s^co, intending to 
land and rejoin his family, who lived near Acapulco, under 
the protection of Juarez and the Republican army. He 
had heard, that by the t^ime we should arrive, the Im- * 
perialists would certainly have evacuated the t^own. But 
they were still nominally in posses^s^ii^n; and a price 
having been set upon his head as a Mexican Republican, 
he found himself on his arrival unable to land. Leaving 
his wife and children (who would be allowed to do so) on 
hoard a vessel in the harbour, he had to accompany us 
h> Panama, there to awai^t events, or expatriate himself 
Ertirely. ,

We passed Christmas Day on board, the day before 
^Hi^ving at Acapulco. It was difEii^rrl’t to realise the feel- 
higs of Christmas-tide in the burning sun, and wi'th no
thing around to remind one of it. Even the very good 
dinner which was given us in honour of the day consisted 
Pfincipally of cold dishes, aspics, salads, ice-creams, and 

on, which do not bear ‘Chrisi:ma^i’ on their counte
nances as do the t^urkey and beef, plum-pudding and 
Phnce-pies, of Old Eng^la^nd. <.
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Fr^om Acapulco to Panama the weather was very 
warm. On the last day of the year, one of the firemen 
while at work fell a victim to the excessive heat, and died 
in two or three hours. He was buried in the evening, 
the steamer being stopped for a few minutes while the 
captain read the prayers over him.

We arrived at Panama about 6.30 p.m., on New-year’s 
Day, 1867. The entrance to the harbour is very prett^y. 
Tobago (where are the docks for our West Indian Mail 
Streamers) and other islands near, looked lovely in the light 
of the sett^ingf-sun. The sight of cocoE^-^-^i^’t and other 
palms, and the delicious jungle scent, which was wafted 
across the water, were like meeting wi'th old Mends. 

•The arrival at Panama is always t^imed, so as to prevent' 
the possihrl^ity of passengers landing, unless to go straight 
across the Ist^h^mus, on account' of a serious disf^ur^t^a^nce 
which took place some time ago. One of the passengers i 
bought a water^-melon, anti, after having eaten it, declared 
it to have been bad, and refused to pay for it. This re
sulted in a fights. The mil^itary were called out, and several 
of the passengers los-t their live^; since when it has been 
so arranged, that the repetition of such an occurrence 
should i be impossible. A favoured few are, however, 
allowed to go ashore, and among t^hem my father, who 
brought the welcome letters which had long been await
ing our arrival, and which helped to wile away part of 
the nights, made hideous by a young gentleman, whose 
ideas of enjoymee^'t of life in the i^ropics seemed to consist 
of unlimi-ted whisky and shouting, keeping quiet people 
awake for the. better part of the night. When he 
ceased, our discomfort was not lessened by coolies noisily
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engaged in disembarking cai’go and luggage, which was 
to precede its owners across the Ist^hmuis. Next morning 
we got up very early, and were ki^idly sent on shore by 
the captain, where we found a C^vil and obliging gentle
man ready to show us the ci^y of Panama, also the ruins 
of a Jesuit Convent a^id church, which must have been 
handsome a hundred years ago, but are now in a very 
miserable condition. There are some fine old bells among 
^^her rubbish, heaped on the ground quite neglected. 
The'^t^own is much like Galle, both as to place and people. 
The garrison seems t^o cons:^i^'t of boys, wi^h a strong pre
dilection in favour of penny•^'t^^^'unqp^t^; martial blasts 
upon which resound in all directions and at all hours, 
during the day. The walls are very str^ong, high, and 
broad, and are used as the promenade of the inhabitants^. 
The hotel-keepers, shop-keepers, and t^hose hawking goods 
at the railway-station and hotel doors, are quite as de
moralised by the consitant influx of strangers, anxious as 
at Galle to get rid of their money, and not staying long 
enough to discover the trash palmed of^ upon th^em.

Certain tilings, however, such as silks, poplins, and 
W)oll(^n goods, are to be bought here at ridiculously cheap 
prices compared wi’th New Panama being a free
port. Many of orn fellow-]passengers invested largely in 
these ai’t^icles, which, as far as it was possible to judge 
from a slight inspection, appeared very good.

We breakfasted . at the hotel, and t^hen drove to the 
railway stat^ion, where, in a deafening din, produced by 
the crowd of Negroes, some at work on disembarking 
and packing bales of cotton and skins of cochineal, others 
S^llliig fruit, cakes, cages of bir'ds, jnonkeys, or lemonade

• ■’ b
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(the latter in huge buckets, with great lumps of ice float
ing t^her^ei^i), the veriesSb rubbish in the shape of mother- 
o'-pearl charms, shells, baskets, carved cocoia-^nuts, and 
cabbage-ifcree hats, we waited for nearly an hour, until the 
steamer bringing the bulk of the passengers arrived^.

The speed between Panama and Aspinwall is about 
10| miles an hour, distance 46 miles. The engineering 
of the line must have been a difB^cscul'b maitt^i^i’; it winds

•
very much, and is in some plaices very steep, passing 
either thj?ough dense f^i^opical jimgle or marshy land. The 
loss of life during the co^s-^-ruction was terrible; a life tP 
a sleeper is the co^]pi^ibation—6000 Irish alone are said 
to have perished. It seems to have been, like all .u^i- 
opened tr^opical jrnig^l^es, full of malaria, until the road' ' 
was cut, and the air could circulate freely, after which 
the noxious vapours were dispersed. Those now employed 
on the line, and living at the stat^:^on-^b^ouses, do not find ' 
it unhealthy^. The scenery is very much like Ceylon, 
wi'th the same shrubs, and flowers of the same gorgeous 
hues, growing wi'th the same luxur^ia^n^c^e. "Wien the line 
was planned, a very curious hill, formed entirely of' 
basaltic columns, stood in its course. We had seen a 
sketch of this, and hoped to see the oriign^but it has 
been all cut down, and the Columns broken up for 
ballasts, •

Aspinwall is a dreary-looking ' plaice. We did not see 
much of it, being tur^ned, on our arrival, into a large 
shed on the wharf, in which were rows of cane seats. 
Here we were kept, a prey to the vendors of monkeys 
and parrots, until some form of signing thickets, and as
signing places, had been gone through^ after which we
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were sent at once on board our new. steamer, the ‘ Rising 
Star.’ She was a regular sea not so large and
roomy as the ‘ Const^i^i^iution,’ but very comfoirtable, and 
proved rema.^-kably steady in a severe gale we had off 
Cape Hat^t^ejias^.

It became sensibly colder as soon as we left Aspin
wall, and the day of our arrival in New York was bitter, 
with* thick snow falling, and such a fog, as com^pletely 
hid any view of the har-bouj?. We could just see the 
outlines of the t^wo fol■tretses guarding the narraw en- 
t^r^ance t^o the inner harbour, that on the right being Fort 
Lafa_y(^1tiie—the American Bastil^le. The off^<3ers on board 
were very good-natured in pointing out, as well as they 
were able t^hr^ough the fog, the batteries and other points 
of intensss ; but the cold was int^ense, and all the more 
painful from the almos-t suffoci^ating heat at which the 
cabins are kept by hot air. The ice was thick when we 
entered the Hudson, on the 10th of January, and our 
progress slow, but we did at last arrive at the wharf, and 
from ther^ce, through slush and mud, drove, or rather slid, 
to the Fifth Avenue Hotel *

* The journey from San Francisco to New York, which took us 
three weeks, may now, by the .opening of the railroad across the Con
tinent, be accomplished in, I believe, less than a third of that time.
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CHAPTER XX.

NEW YORK.

We were fortunate in having int^i’oductions to some most 
agreeable people here, who, though differing much from 
our t^i^a^velling acquaintances in manners, education, and 
refinement, did not differ from them in extreme kindness 
and hospitality, while their manners and tone made us 
feel that well-bred Americans are very fascinating, com
bining the ease and vivaci-ty of foreigners with the good 
sense and dplomb of English people. The cold, however, 
was so intense, that at this t^ime we only stayed a few 
days, long enough to ‘ do' New York, as far as the city 
itself was concerned, nothing more.

The Fifth Avenue is an enormous hotel, crowded with 
what, in slang American, are termed ‘ Shoddy ' and 
‘ PetTOleum/ i. e. people who, thrrough either of t^h^ose 
art^i^c^l^es, have risen in the social scale suffLc^it^mbly tcc set 
tip as great folk, and wear diamonds at breakfas-t and in 
chuir^li! The dining salooin is enormous ; and if one 
wishes to see every imaginable ecc(^nf^rici^iby and ■ exaggera
tion in the way of dr^ess, t^h^ere could not be a better 
place for so doing than here and in Broadway. The 
extraordinary want of knowledge of when, where, and 
how to use certain colours and mater'i^als, ,ip startli^Jg, and
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the coiffures resemble the old sevei^^teenth-cei^lbury fashions, 
minus powder. In all the large hotels there seem to be 
hair-dressers (women) belonging to the place, who begin 
early in the morning,-and go round, helping to make tliese 
‘ figures of fun,’ all day long. •

The meals at the Fifth Avenue were very uncomfoirt- 
able ; the tables set so close together, that the scurry and 
hurry of writers rushing past made one feel as if one’s 
head must be whisked off before the end of breakfast or 
dinner^. These waiters are mostly Irish; some of them 
were very insolent in manner, and all possessed a series 
of curious and ugly phrases, relating t^o food, which they 
have either learnt from, taught to thiose they are waft
ing upon. One often heard the same from people .at the 
table, and those not of the most uneducated tyj)e. The 
ugliesi) expression of all is, when wishing to know if you 
like your beefsteak or muti^on-chop under'clone, they say, 
‘ Will you have it rare V a corruption it would seem of 
raw, but peculiarly disagreeable to hear or think of; they 
say, ‘ When you’ve used the butt^er, or the milk, I ’ll 
thank you for it,!’ A waiiter came one day, seehag I had 
eaten very littsle fish, and said, in the free and easy 
manner they generally assume, ‘Wal, have you settled 
wiith your fish ?’ The use of the words ‘ quite,’ ‘ good,’ 
‘ some,’ ‘ mean,’ * pretty,’ ‘ elegiai^t^,’ and various others, is 
laughable. ‘ Wal, you ma^ say he’s quite an elegant 
gentleman,’ one hears just before being told, ‘ It’s just as 
elegant, or as pretty, a pudding as I’ve ever eaten.’ Of 
course you always ‘ assist ’ yourself or others to s'alt, 
pepper, &c., ; and instead of ‘ Have you. done V it is
always, ‘ Are you-t^l^iough ?’ ‘ Are you t^hr’qpgh wiith the

> •
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mustard ?’ One fiery-'tempered and powerful-in-languaged 
housemaid at Washingt^on, when I sent for her t^o com
plain that I could get no hot water for my bath, ex
claimed, ‘ Wal, ain’t that m^ean, now ■! you like your bath, 
don't you? it make you feel good, don't it?’ and then 
followed expletives and epithets, bestowed upon the un- 
fo:rtunate who had neglected her duty, which one felt 
sure must have been a very great relief !*

In all thiese hotels inhere are large public saloons, with 
generally a piano in one or more of t^liem. Here, after 
dinner, all th^ose in the hotel, and many of their friends, 
assemble, or else walk up and down the long passages, 
talking and shouting. Our sitt^iug^-i^oom was at the comer 
of Fifth Avenue and Broadway, and the noise of street 
cars, sleighs wiith their bells, omnibuses, large four-horse 
vehicles, with brooms for sweeping the snow off the 
street-cars’ rails, and other carts and carriages, going on 
all night and day, was distracting, combined wi'th _ t^he 
Babel of voices outside the doo]?. *

In the appearance of the ci-ty we were much disap
pointed. I had always fancied New York to be prettily 
situat^ed, and striking in it^s^elf, from the size of its houses, 
streets, and stories. But Broadway is anything but broad, 
and looks still narrower from the height of the houses and 
the space taken up by the car rails. A friend took us all 
over the city, and into som%of the celtebi’ated ‘stores 
but they cannot be compared with such shops as Howell 
and Jaimes’, or Hervey and Nichol’s, though Americans 
never believe that London can boas'! of anything half as 
fine aSa' Stewart’s.’ Wall Street is the ‘city,’ or business 
part of New YoiTk; and here the crowd, busl^le, hurry'
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scurry, rushing hither and thither of messengers, tele- 
graphi-boys, and clerks, and l^he hiss of t^he world in 
general, is bewildering^. The Avenues are cei^-tainly very 
fine, and with the t^iees in leaf must look beautiful

A friend obtained permission for us t^o see one or t^wo 
of the galleries of pictm-es, coUected by some of the richest 
people here. Of the pictures I can say litt^l^e, except that 
it seems a pity, in such a young coiuntry, not to be con
tent wi^h good modern' pictur’es, i^istead of att^empting a 
collection of ‘ancient masters^,’ very few of which are 
originals, and the generality are not even good copies.

The houses in which these picture-galleries were, ai’e 
large, and handsomely furnished, but invariably kept ex- 
t^remely dark. One finds this custom everywhere. Whether 
on accorn^'t of the paint which American ladies use freely, 
or not, I cannot say, but the fact is, that on first going 
into an American drawing-r^oom one can hardly see. I 
remarked upon it once to a lady, who expressed astonish
ment when I said it was not the case in Eng^land.

There are some fine Institu^t^i^ons here. The Cooper 
Institut^e, which is a sort of School of Art, free for those 
Unable to pay, is excellent. There were no classes* going 
on the day of our visii^; only a few students at work 
Upon models or picture's. The Astor Library is very fine, 
and all such public institut^i^ons and benefactions, appear 
admirably regulated and lqpked afters.

I think the Opera House is altogether the brightest- 
loolking I have ever seen. It had lately been burnt down 
and rebuilt, and was brilliant in all the glory of new 
painling, gilding, and hangings. The boxes are in th^ree 
tiers, with a passage between each : and, excepting the
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stage-boxes and the row at the back of all, are not closed 
in. They are lined, and the passages carpeted, wiith red. 
The bouse is brilliantly lighlted; mos-t of the ladies are 
sparkling wi’th diamonds and other jewels : so that the 
general effect is dazzling. It is not a good house for 
sound, and must require a powerful voice to fill it well. 
There are numerous th^eatr^es, to many of which we'went^. 
Boo-th (brother of President Lincoln’s assassm) was acting 
in various pieces, and was remarkably good in all I think 
it would be impossible to surpass him as £ Richelieu,’ and 
through none of those acting wi'th him were even fifth
rate, his superiority was hardly striking at the t^ime, 
simply because all other thoughts were engrossed by the 
wonderful manner in which he played his part.

The Central Park is very pretty, and a great triumph 
of ‘ mind over matter.’ The ground, which was originally 
rough and flat, has been so laid out as to give the effect 
of hill and dale, with water, and winding walks and rides, 
which in a few years, when the trees have grown up, will 
be extremely prett^yr. The ponds covered wi'th skaters, 
the ladies in the brightest of bright dresses, and some of 
^hem seating very well, looked cheerful. The drives were' 
full of sleighs, of all kinds and desciiipbi^i^rn!; from well- 
appointed equipages with beautiful horses, dancing along 
to the music of their ■ manifold bells, the occr^^jpants wrapped 
up in splendid furs, to the mos't tumbledown of one-horse 
shays, whose wheels had been taken off and the body put 
on rainnei's. Sleighs are very pretty when well got up, 
but sleigh riding, like ‘ moonlight,’ ‘ tears,’ and other pretty 
things which poets delight in, are, to 'unsentimental minds, 
much more att^'^^active in poetry than in reality. Driving
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slowly in a sleigh, the monotonous jingle-jingle of the 
bells, and the cold, fros-ty air, have a most soporific effecjt; 
and if going fast, the biting wind almost cuts one to 
pieces, and renders ei-ther sight, sound, or feeling, a tailing 
of memory or hope.

The prettiest place here, as in nearly all the large 
towns, is the cemeltery—‘Greenwood Cemetery.’ It is 

, on the other *5i^iie of Brooklyn, a large town on Long 
Island, between which and New York steam-ferries are 
co;Qs^l^j^;ntly plying, wi'th street-cars running from the ferry 
to the gates of the Cemetery. It is very large, and laid 
out in avenues and paths wi'th much t^stst^e. Some of the 
monuments are handsome; most of them in It^alian marble, 
and many worked by It^alian artistes. The snow, however, 
was not the best coi^-trast to the snow-white monuments ; 
and the leafless weeping willows and frozen ponds made 
the scene dreary and dispirit^ing^. There is a good view 
of Long Island, the Hu^d^son, the Harbour, and the ciity of 
New York, from the highest part of the grorrnd; but 
intense cold is not conducive to studying the beauties of 
out-door scenery.

We left New York on the 19th for Albany, on our 
way to Niagara. The day was bitterly cold, but the cars 
are made roastingly hot wi'th stoves. How th^ose people, 
who write of the od^High.'ts of railroad tr^aivelling in Ame
rica, can say what they do on the subject, passes my com
prehension. We found it mos-t disagreeable in every 
respect. The line had been blocked, and the snow was 
still very deep; l^irerefore as »few cars as possible were 
sen-t in a train, and as many people as possible in each car. 
The line runs beside the Hudspn all the «way, but the
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frozen, snow-co'vered river, might have been a plain ; and 
though the cliffs on the opposilbe shore were very fine, the 
white ground made it painful to look out of windrow. 
Passengers are* not, however, left long without disti^a^ct^i^on. 
Men and boys are continually walking thr^ough the cars 
wiith books, periodicals, papers, photographs, ‘pop-coiTn,’ 
apples, nuts, candy, water, and all manner of thingis; 
which—or the advertisements of which—they tlu?ow into 
people’s laps on their way through the car, and collect on 
their returns. This is one of the candy advert^i^sement^s, 
which I kept as a spec:ii^(3n:—*

SOMETHING NEW AND' DELICIOUS I

------o—

INSCHO AND THOMAS’

ice-cebam: candy:.
This new and most delicious Confection is manufactured from the 

purest refined A No. 1 Sug^ar. It is entirely f^'ee from all Drugs. It 
is acknowledged by every one who has tried it to be

THE BEST AND MOST DELICIOUS CANDY THEY EVER TASTED.

The universal cry is, ‘ I want more of that Ice-Cream Cainl jy! The 
more I eat of it, the more I waa^ii!' ,

It is entirely different from the old-style Cream Candy, and resembles 
Ice-Cream in everything except coldness.

manufactured at

No. 812 SPRING-GARDEN STREET, PHILADELPHIA.

GIVE IT A TRIAL!!
Price per Package, 10 cents.

The News Agent will pass through the 'Oars with this truly delicious 
, Candy^.

cYLEASE PRESERVE CIRCULAR FOR AGENT. ,
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We had telegraphed for rooms at the hotel at Albany, 
and found everything there extremely comfoiriable. The 
next day (Sunday) we spent here. In the morning we 
went to the lai’gest Episcopalian Chui'ch, and in the 
evening to the Homan Catholic- Cathedral. The latter is 
a very fine building, with an excellent choir. The Ro
manists certainly put Protestants t^o shame in almosib 

7 every way where hard work and energy are concerned, or 
wanted. The same thing is apparent all over the world. 
Whether it is a cluster of half-a-dozen houses in some 
backwood station, there, if a poor hardworking priest is 
not resident among the sett^l^ers, is, at least, the shed 
surmounted by a cross, to which the priest finds his way 
to hold services so many times a-yeiar; or a large and 
populous city, there at once spring up (as here) magni- 

cathredrals and churches, with an adequate estab
lishment of priests, lay-workers, and choir, while our 
churches remain small and miserable, and wiith not al
ways clergymen sulfii^ii^n’t to hold services regularly all 
the year round, still less anything extra in the shape 
of labour’ers. In • missionary work, above all, is the dif
ference striking. I would not utter a word agains-t the 
missi(^nary profession, which must always be the noblest 
of any. But, after tr’a^velling over great part of the world, 
Wu^re missionary labour is supposed to be at its height, 
Heuriag from those who have lived long in the country, 
and observing for oneself, I can only say, that it makes 
one sick at heart to think of the enormous sums given 
year after year, by public societies and individuals, which 
rnii^l^rb perhaps do some good among the millions of 
heathen at home; but which, in mos't instances, only

    
 



560 MISSIONARY*WORK.

help to support men and their families, who heaving no 
means, but little learning and less education, find 100/. 
or 2001, a-year in India, Austi^aJia, or China, more prof^ifc- 
able than 30l. oi 40/. in England, and, t^Iie^i^e^foi’e, adopt 
the m-issionary profession, and go out furiiished with a 
pile of Testaments and other books, which they give to 
the natives of the co-untry, probably learned and stud^ious 
men, t^iioroughly versed in their own scriptuires, and (the 
Chinese and Brahmins, for example) wonderful logicians. 
The missionaries t^ell them that their religion is wrong, 
that oiurs is ri^l^l;; that ‘ ^his Book ' contains everything 
that ought to be, and that no other is to be believed in 
or followed. Nat^mrally, a clever Bhuddist or Mahomedan 
says, ‘ But why ? Why am I to believe all t^his, and put 
away the religion of my forefathers, which seems to me 
as good and pure a religion; and to make men as good 
men as your religion ? Give me your reasons, Show me 
where you are better than I. I see your countrymen 
and men of your religion doing everything that this book 
and you say is wroi^n?; how is it, that if your religion is 
so much better than ours, your people don’t live better 
lives? How can they reconcile th^emselves to drugging 
our poor people with hundreds of t^housands of chests of 
contraband opium, which they annually import into our 
country, and to bringing crime and. misery with l^h^em 
wherever they establish thiemselves ? ’ Unfortunat^ely, 
very few missionaries can answer such queries. Fewer 
still know enough of the language, history, or religion, 
of the coumtry in which they ar’e^* to make t^lu^ms^elves 
understood by the na,.t^ives, even if capable of carrying on 
an arguments thr^ough knowledge of the subjecl^,^ Conse-
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quently, after, piling assertion on assert^ion, and distri
buting Testaments and ti^acts with a liberal hand, they 
have done all they can, and rest^" quietly on their oarn; 
only .^ending home reports, in which, I regret to think, 
‘the wish is (often) father to the thought,’ as to t^he 
numbers of convei’ts they have made. These converts 
being as a rule from the lowes-t dr-egs of the people, who 

wvc^rdd be col^■^(^IIted■ to anything for the sake of the 
advantages to be gained tbeIebJ^. Any one who has had 
so-CiaUed Christian servants in India or Clii^ia«will bear 
witness to the truth of t^his statement. Very rarely are 
they found to be half as faithful, honest, or indust^r^ions, 
as good heatliens. I am fully aware that there are many 
thoroughly good, self-denying missionaries, who devote 
their whole lives t^o their work. But of these inhere are 
V^ry few who would speak of having made any convei’ts 
that they could feel sure would remain Christians longer 
than they should find it advantageous to be so; or who, 

. if asked point-blank whether they are making real pro
gress, will not shak^ their heads and answer, ‘ Perhaps— 
among., the children.’ That is where the Roman Catholics 
begin. A priest, or a couple of priests, go into a country, 
ado^t the dr^ess, manners, and customs of that country, 
gain a t^h^orough knowledge of the languag^e, and insight 
xat^o the character iO:f the people among whom t^hiey are, 
t^each t^hem various t^r^a^cles, give them medicines, help them 
11 their houses, gardens, clothes, &c., but do not at first 
attempt to put forward any religious doctrine or pr^inciplo. 
When the people have leai^i^it-to value th^em as friends 
and advisers on temporal matters they will send , their 
children tp school to learn to read • and write; and, of 

6 0
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course, during such studies a priest can instil his own 
belief into the mind of the child he is teaching. But 
even these are not considered as converts : only, that the 
way is thus paved for the priest’s successors to Christi
anize the children of t^hose whom they are now t^ea^cbing. 
Arid this is much ^he-s^am.e principle as our bishops and 
missionaries follow in New Zealand and the Polynesian 
Island^s. The only coiu^itry where, I believe, there is any 
real progress going on, and t^he only one where our mis
sionaries .are, what seems an essential if they are to do 
any good, scholars and gentlemien—gentlemen, I mean, 
in the truest and broadest sense of that word.

This is»a long digression, caused by the distr^essing dif
ference in our churches and ttiose of the Roman Cathol^ics 
in Albany’. We went between services to see the Obser- 
vat^ory^. The resident astr^onomer showed us over it. He 
was very proud of some large telescopes and electr'ical 
machines. One of the latter was his own invent^i^on. It 
is for enabling astronomers to note the position and mag- , 
nitude of every star passing before t^h^em wi'thout moving 
their position, or. taking their eyes from the t^elescope; 
this is effected by simply touching dif^‘e:r(^]rft points on a 
board placed under their hand, which mark the results of 
the observ<ation on a regulated slip of paper connected 
with it. Another of his instruments keeps a perpetual 
register of the rise and fall of the barometer to the 
minutest variation, and, at the end of the day, prints the 
result of _ every hour’s 'observati^on. The house is full of 
electric batt^ejiie^s, the wires of vliic^li cross all the rooms 
like a gigantic spider’s web.

We left • in the dark and cold at 7-a.m. next morning
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for Suspension Bridge, t^wo miles, from Niagara, where we 
arrived about 9 p.m. A long day it would have been under 
favourable auspices, but fourteen hours spent in American 
railway cars, and in the company of their occi^^joants, was 
very try^irng*. It is astonishing that when Americans 
come to England, they ever do anything but travel about, 
in a first-class carriage ; but instead of apprecitatiiig tliem, 
they say, ‘ What dreadful tailings your railway cars are ; 
why, they shut you in.' We had no idea where to go at 
Niagara, as the large hotels are only open during the 
summer’, and our friends in New York could not t^ell 
us which we should find open at t^his season, so we had 
to trust to the guide-book and stat^ion pouter, and a 
wretched litt^le public-house it was where we spent the 
nights.

• Almoslt every one, nowadays, knows Niagara so well 
by pictur’es, or from having been thiere, that it is like 
offe:riiig a description of Hampton Court or Kew; but as 
few comjpairatively have seen it in the depth of winter, I 
will try and give some account of what it is like at that 
season. We sent for a sleigh directly after breakfast, and 
drove to the town, which is on the American side of the 
rivers. The Niagara connects the ■ lakes Erie and Ontari^o, 
is not very wide, through very deep and rapid, and divides 
the United States and Canada. In the middle of the 
river, between the Falls, is an island (Goat..[sland), about 
74 acres in extents. The Fall on one side is called the 
American Fall, that on the other the Horseshoe, or 
English Fall. We went fi-^‘s,t to ■ the American Fall, 
which, before* seeing the Horseshoe, seems wonderful. 
It is only 168 feet high, a mere nothing, in point of

- ' * *
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height compared wi’th many falls in other parts of the 
woi^^^d; but t^he volume of water is extra-ordinary. A 
small suspension bridge connect^s* Goat Island wi’th t^he 
main land, and a wooden staircase and rustic bridge on 
the former lead to Lunar Island, the point where visitors 
are taken to see the perpetual rainbow, or rain^b^ows, for 
besides the large arc, Inhere are various lesser and broken 
ones. There was no moon when we were ♦t^tiere, but the 
lunar rainbow must be lovely. The wind drrove the spray 
towards us, which fell like- a sharp hail shower, and 
formed a thick,-hard, icy crust t^o the snow, which was 

- here very deep. No one wbo has not seen it can imagine 
the beauty of the pillars and rocks of frozen spray which 
surtound the Falls, - nor of the weird, fantastic forms of the 
l^i^e^es, which become encrusted with snow and cased in 
ice. Standing on the little rustic bridge between Goat 
and Lunar Islands, it made one giddy to watch t^he mass 
of water rushing thr-ough that naraow space, and bearing 
huge blocks of ice over the Fall, which spin round and ' 
round like feathers ! We drove round Goat Island, and 
from some points obtained good views of the rapids above 
the Falls. These are almosit as wonderful and as well 
worth seeing as the Falls themselves. . Below the Falls, 
for about a mile, the water is strangely calm, only be- 
tr^aying its internal agitation by bubbles and tiny whirl
pools, which appear now and then on its surface. About 
a mile down the river, past the Suspension Bridg^e, it 
again bursts out in rapids, and a strong whir’lp^c^ol.

Of course, there is a romant^i^c, ^tory att^a^ched to Goat 
Island^. Our cicerone was not very well up in the det^fiils, 
though he declared it to be ‘ the most int^eresting reality

<
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he’d ever heard read! ’ hut as far as I could make out, it 
was as fo^i^’wsj: An English gentleman, of the namie of 
Abhoiit, was some yea,i% ago banished from his co^itry 
and kindred on account of a lady with whom he was in 
love.* He took up his abode on t^his island, where he 
lived in a log-hut, supported by the cha^-iity of the family 
to whom the land belonged. He spent his t^ime princi
pally in playing the flute, and was known in the neigh
bourhood as * The Hermi't of Goat Island.’ In the course 
of time his lady-love came to Bufialo, and t^hence visited 
Niagara (wlae-ther she had come with knowledge of his 
whereabouts or not seems doubt^ful), an Indian squaw, 
who was her guid^e, taking her to the hut. He was 
absent himself, but she saw his fli^ite lyi^ig on the table; 
she t^ook it up, kissed it, and then went out to seek him. 
He was bathing in the river, and just when she came to 
the place where his- clothes lay on the bank, he rose to 
the surface, saw her, gazed at . her for some t^ime, gave a 
loud cry, threw up his arms, and let himself be carried 
over the Fall! I t^hink, t^o com^rlete the romance, the 
lady ouglrt to have followed him.

Before being alloweid'to cross the river we were taken 
into a large Indl^ian store, where are sold bark, bead, 
feather, and basket works, made by the Indians living 
near. We then crossed the Suspension Bri.dge, which is 
of two stories; the railway crossing above, foot-passengers 
and carriages below. We were properly stopped in the 
middle, that the driver and horses might be in Canada, 
while we remained in the Statues.

On reaching the other side, the first thing necessary 
to do was to pay. Visitors can gq nowhere here wit^lic^ut

    
 



566 NIAGARA.

♦

being stopped every quarter of an hour to pay some fee. 
It much detracts from the pleasure of seeing a place, and 
might be easily avoided, by having the same fees paid 
befo:rehand to the guides at the hotels, which is the ar
rangement at the Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. Here, 
though it was not in the least necessary, as the wind 
blew the spray in the contrary direction, we were dressed 
in a cos'tume closely resembling a diving-dress .in which 
to go below, and behind, the Horseshoe Fall; and then 
pestered by a photographer, who seemed desirous t^o 
make the ut^most of anything so rare as a victim at this 
season, t^ill, for the sake of peace and quiet^ness, we al
lowed ourselves to be taken : our persecutor consohng 
us with the assurance, ‘You see, this will show that 
you Ve really been here K After we were released, with 
an Indian for our guide, and spikes (‘creepers’) strapped 
on to our feet, we descended a nari’ow, slippery path^. 
The creepers were quite indispensable, for it soon became. 
only a sheet of ice, wi'th a wall of the same on one side 
and a pr^ecipice on the other^. We were unable to go 
behind the fall, as the path was blocked wi'th columns 
of ice; but we went as far as possible. Never before 
had I any idea of the variety of hue, as well as form, of 
which ice is capable. 'Probably the • diffe're^nt soils through 
which the str^eams pass, before falling over the side, cause 
the diffe:re^t colours of these beautiful ice pillars. They 
were very curious in fo:rm; some almos't like basaltic 
columns, others like gigantic icicles (which, in fact, they 
were), of blue, green, yellow, brown, and pure white, 
with -^Ihat lovely semi-transpar^Cn't appearance which gives 
such softness to masses of ice. Th 3 tops of the ice-rocks
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below' were coiated with sno^w; adding yet another colour, 
if dead opaque white can be so called.

Fi’om this point the Horseshoe Fall itself can only be 
called stupendoius: one gazes and gazes, and wonders at 
it, till quite bewildered by its immensity. The water 
tears over the fall, and the body of it is so great that for 
some distance it cannot brenl<; and inhere is no foam or 
spray, except the white streaks which come with it from 
the river. But while watching^, the foaiii gi-adually appear-s 
behind the sea-green surface, growing more and more, till 
it becomes a mass of white, and all outline is loslt' in the 
cloud of • spray which hovers perpetually over the basin at 
the foot of the fall, and rises in a column of mist, distin
guishable many miles off. This fall is ten feet lower t^han 
the other, but incompa,ra,bly grander^. When one thinks 
of it in figures, it seems almost incredible. Nine millions 
of tons of water fall in an hour ! We were very glad to 
have seen it in winter, for no imagination could picture 
the ice-cliffs surrounding it.

The W^T^irl^j^ool, which is below the Suspension Bridge, 
is described in tbe Guide Books as resembling the Mael
strom ; but unless the latter is as unlike the descriptions, 
written of it as is the WhirllJ^(M)l, there is not much simi
larity between the t^wo. It is formed in a kind of bay, 
just below the rapid^s. It was curious to watch the lumps 
of ice, which were coihecited into an island in this bay. 
Some of them stuck for a long t^ime, revolving rapidly, 
but unable to regain the middle of the river. • Some poor 
gulls, too, were spun round in. the eddies, utterly helpless, 
and looking like a child’s toy-ducks wi^h a magnet^. The 
surface of the water in the Whir'l^pool wail much calmer

J
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%
than the rapids above and below it^. The latter would he 
seen to greater advantage in summer, when the snow 
would not so outshine the foam and froth as to leave 
tfiem only a dirty, greenish We were unable to
get down to the water’s edge, the steps not having been 
cleia^r^c^'; the boy who came forward to receive the fee for 
the sight said, ‘ It was t^oo much trouble/ It was satis
factory to find that the money col^iecibed here helps to 
keep up a college, founded by a gentleman of the name of 
Deveaux, where orphan boys, between the ages of six and 
eight, are beneval<^:nitly received and educated, until they 
are eighteen years old, and able to suppo:rt t^h^e^mselv^es.

The next day we drove out about six miles t^lu^ough a 
bitter wind to Tuscarora, f^he settlement of the t^iibe of . 
Indians of that name. This tribe is an ofE^laoot of the 
Six Nation t^i^i^lre, and has a territory of thr^ee miles by 
forur; where t^hey appear to be happy, cu^itivating t^heir 
land, and making the various aii^i^cles, that strangers are , 
expected to pui^chase, as mementoes of Niagara. But it 
seems a small space for f^^ose, whose ancestors roamed at 
win over the whole continent, and owned no limi't but the 
ocean to t^heir domain. . ‘ Indican, where does "the chief 
live?’ sounds quite in accordance wi'th one’s romantic 
notions of the opening of a conversation with one of an 
American-Indian t^rri^bre. But the answer, ‘ Wal, he’s just 
ahead of yer there, with l^^^em t^wo loads o’ hay ; I guess 
yoi’U catch him up if yer hold on sharp,’ given with 
a decidedly Yankee accent, rather, detracts from the 
romance. And still more., do all ar^nmintic ideas take 
fhgl^it when, instead of a hut or wigwam hung with skins, 
one drives up to a substantial shingle-house, inquires
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whether ‘Mr. John .Moi^urtplea-sanit is at.liome?’ and on 
being told, ‘ Yes, here he is,' is shown into a room wi'th 
carpets and stoves, framed photographs on the walls, and 
albums in the newes't style on the t^a^ljl^e. The ‘ chi^Jf’ 
following soon after, in a cutaway serge coat and wide
awake ! He took us into the ‘ sewing-room * at once, 
where were seated round the stove his wife, daughter, and 
several .other women, wearing crinolines and chignons 
like all other civilized (?) savages, and with very untidy 
boots and haii\ The chief was a remarkably fine-loeoking 
man, above six feet high, well buHl and powerful-looking, 
and wi'tli a good hones-t face. In his native cos-tume he 
must have been the ideal of an Americ^-^lndian chief. 
His wife, on the co^ntrary, had a gloomy, lowering ex
pression, was not at all good-looking, and very storrt; 
though, judging from a daguerreotype of her, taken many 
years ago, and in her native dress, she must then have 
been almos-t pretty. She belonged to the Seneca tribe; 
and, as neither she nor her husband either undersf^ood or 
spoke each other’s language, they had always to converse 
in English. Her brother (Colonel Parkier) was General ' 
Grant’s Mil^^ary Secretary, and she hoped we should see 
him in Washingi^on, ‘ for he’s a very intelligent man. I 
don’t 'say so because I’m his sister, but because I know 
him Iso be so, and he has received a very good education.’

Except tso revisit the Falls we made no other excursion 
here. They seem to increase in grandeur and size wi-th 
each visit, and the more th^ose visits are pi^olonged, while 
onese^lf and everything around seem t^o shrink into no
thing before their immensity^.

On leaving Niagara we wen( to Detrfit, where we
V
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ought to have been at eleven that night, but the tia^ck 
was so covered with snow that it was half-past f(o^ir next 
morning before we arrivedL Another striking instance of 
the disadvantage of these large cars occiurred during tliis 
day’s journey. There was a poor mad woman in the car, 
who was not a pleasant companion, and had it not been 
for a most ki^d doctor t^r'cLvelling in the same carriage, 
who (an entire stranger apparently) took charge of her 
the whole way, and mus't have been almost worn out by 
the exertion required to keep her quiet, it might have 
have been extremely disagr^e^ea^i^l^e^.

It was snowing and freezing hard the t^wo days we 
remained at '"^(^etroit. We drove all round the flat, mono- 
t^onous, scattered town; in which, however, are some fine 
large houses and wide streets. It was amusing at night 
to go to the ‘ skating-rinks,’ large ice-ponds, under a 
wooden shed, where people can skate in the greatest com
fort. They are lighted wi^h gas, have a raised plat^form, • 
wi'th seats all round; and,, behind this, small warmed 
rooms, where suppers, or a basin of hot soup, may be 
had. A band plays all the t^ime, and some of the skating, 
.boith by ladies and gentlemen, is beaut^iful. Occasionally, 
masquerades are held in these rinks, but we did not see 
one. *

On leaving Detroit, fourteen hour! • by rail took us to 
Chicago, the mos^t impontant ci^y of the north-west. An 
amazing plaice, consi^idering its thir’t^y-t^hree years’ gr^owt^h. 
People living there almos-t sneer at the idea of London 
being anything like as fine a city. The streets are 
wide, ..the houses handsome, the shops very large, and 
wi'th windows disjolaying well-arranged goods, t^hr^ough
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magnificei^it plate-glass; there is* an excellent Fi’ench 
restaurant, where we dined two or three t^imes ; not 
having quite such a recherche dinner as in Par^is, and con
siderably more expensive, but a pleasing co;nitrast t^o the 
liable at the.i^ot^e^l, which was execrable. It is strange 
that i^ so large and rich a place the hotels should be so 
very had. Chicago is the great depot for all the stock- 
and grain of the North, North-west, and'Western Statues. 
We drove out about six miles to see the stock-yards, 
which are woirth visiting^. There is a mile of pens, sixty 
or seventy acres of ' which are hoarded over as sheds. 
Each pen is supplied wi’th water, and there are t^wo large 
reservoirs near, i^ case of fire. The large farmers and 
cattle-breeders of the West rent pens, , into which their 
stock is driven, and there sold by brokers. Near this a 
large building was pointed out to us, as an establishment 
for preserving the whole carcases of animals, by a process 
of which we had heard people in Australia speaking in 
high ter’ms, as likely to he a source of great prof^-t to large 
catt^l^e^-owner^s. The average price of the best meat, thus 
preserved, would be in England from 4icZ. to 6d. a pound.*

One day we went to see an establishmei^it for un
loading and loading grain, by means of elevators, from 
either vessels which come up the Chicago river, or ca.rs, 
a line for which nms up to .the building^. The principle 
is that of the Chinese wheel for irrigation ; viz., buckets 
fastened on a broad circular band, which can be extended 
to any length, so as to carry the material to any height,

•
*Tt is the same process as was used during tlie* Ci'vil War for em

balming the bodies of those whose friends wished them to be f^ent long 
distances, to their homes, for burial. » ’’
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the object being to have the bins' raised above
the vessel or cars to be loaded, as to let the grain into 
them by a shoo-t in any quantity desired. It is an im
mense saving of labour and t^ime to wind it up to the top 
of the bouse, where the bins are, in these buckets, instead 
of either carrying it, or working it up with a crane in 
sacks. By this method a vessel of 800 t^ons can be laden 
in thr^ee hours ; and the gentleman who took us over the 
establishment said, that at some larger works, belonging 
to another firm, they had shipped 55,000 bushels in an 
hour and five minut^es. . •

The Chamber of Commerce is a fine hall, of which the 
inhabitants *of Chicago are immensely proud. The lower 
part is let for offices, fetching enormous renibss; the upper 
story is undivided, and only co:ntains the merchants’ 
desks, president’s dais, and reporters’ desks below it>. 
But the great work here is a t^unmel, which is run for t^wo 
miles into Lake Michigan, to bring pure water for the 
city. It is divided into three passages, t^wo of which 
were finished. There was to be a grand display and 
fes’tivi'ty on the day when the tunnel should be opened.- 
The work is entirely brick, excepting the upper part of 
the shaft, which is iron. Mules, which are used' for 
drawing the waggons in the ^u^nnel, are taken up and 
down the shaft like human, beings.

We went to see the Museum, but it was evidently at 
present only in its infancy. In one room was a waxwork 
copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s ‘Last !3up'per;’_ the figures 
life-size, the heads and hands moving in a horrible and 
ghast^J^y,,, manm^e: on the other side of the room_ 'were 
represented ‘The Judgment Hall,’ Pontius Pilate’s wife>
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in regal robes, relating her dream on her knees to her 
husband, and various other atrocities !

In this town where evei^ything else is new, even t^o 
crudity, there is one strangely ancient-looking building^. 
It is a Presbyterian Chuich, and is really quite modem, 
but is built of bituminous limestone out of which the 
pitch has oozed, and gives all the appearance of weather 
and'li^chen to the walls.

° Chicago stands on a plain, which extends on all 
sides for hundreds of miles. My father was making in
quiries as to the different routes we might pursue on 
our way south. One query, ‘ Then there’s not much high 
land, I suppose, to be seen on this road ? ’ and .-the answer, 
‘ Wal—yes, indeed, there’s some that lets for as much as 
100 or 150 dollars an acre !’ exactly t^yp^ifies the spirit 
of the inhabitant's. Everything is regarded according to 
its value in dollars !

We had a tedious journey to St. Louis, leaving at 
8 a.m. in bitter "wc^j^tiher. We were hardly outside the 
station, before all the cars, except ours, which was the 
last, had run off the rails from the depth of snow. Two 
hours were spent in righting the cars, and no sooner did 
we again set off, than the same thing occurred, so that we 
were three hours late in startling. We made up a litt^le 
time* between then and 6 p.m., but mending a window in 
our car caused another hour’s detent^i^on, and we were 
further delayed by a flight between a man who refused 
to pay, and was cons(^<^ue:n'tly tinned out into the snow, 
and one of the brakesmen. Jt . was some time before the 
latter could free himself, and, wi'th his coat tom to shreds, 
make his way back into the ciar; t^his k$pt us so long
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upon the road, that instead of arriving at St. Louis by 
10 P.M., it was 4 A.M. next morning before we reached 
the hotel. •

St. Louis is a large and l^hr^j^ving, but entirely com
mercial city, on the Mississippi. A thaw began the night ' 
of our arrival, and the state of the streets and roads was 
inclescribsti^^e^. We were detained here for a dreary week,
waiting for t^he river to be suf^(^i^i^i^1tly open to allow of 
steamers running to New Orleans. There was nothing 
to be done in or near the t^own, but, fortunal^ely, the 
‘ Southern ' Hotel was the mos^b comfojriable we were in— 
anywhere in America. We had a letter to an old General, 
who was, unfortunately, going to New York t^he next 
da;y; but he did his best to amuse us, by taking us t^o 
the Pu^blic Libra^iy^.*

* Of all Insfitul^ions in America, the Public Libraries seem to me 
the very best. In England we talk much, but do little to assist the 
lower orders in self-education. Enormous sums are annually spent 
(might one not say, wasted?) in paying ‘ccrtifi^i^jxl^c^cl’. masters, mis
tresses, and pupil-teachers, to insense dull children with the rudimenfs 
of sciences which, in very, very rare instances, are of the slightest 
use to them in after-life, and which at the time only enabl^le them to ' 
abuse the Queen’s English, to misapply ‘ long-tailed words in ’osi'ty and 
'ation,' and to think themselves wiser and better than their parents. • 
Surely money might be forthcoming to furnish means, whereby any one, 
as in America—provided he or she will but abide by the few simple rules 
and regulations laid down by commiittees or librarians, or whatever the 
authori-ty happens to -be—may spend as much time as they please in a 
quiet, comfortable, weU-'^a^imed, well-lighted, well-ventilated room, where 
every facility is offered for the pursuit of knowledge as derivable from 
books, under the most favourable auspices ? The ‘ knowledge ’ thus 
sought may be of the most profound sciences, or the daily titt^]^(^-taftle of 
the country, related in new'spapei’s and periodicals. If only for the at
traction such a place offers in opposition to public-houses (which are by 
so many, at j^rst,fr^equented solely on account of the comfortable warmth

<
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We drove out one day over a road which was like a 
ploughed field, to the Cemetery. It is large, but not 

■prett^y. The mode of decoirating some of the tombs is 
very peculiai’. In the marble above the inscription, on 
some monu^ments, was ■ insei’ted a glass photograph of the 
deceased ; and on some of the graves were placed a 

'number of shells, and china dogs of brilliant brickdust 
and white colour, the same as one often sees on co-ttage 
chi^nne}^-p).itices.

Another day we jolted out five or six miles to see 
some gardens belonging to a genl^l^eman, who, being ex
tremely fond of flowers, amiably.allows the public to share 
his enjoyments. We did not expect to see much out of

and light there, and not at home obtainable), it would be worth while to 
establish Public Libraries in England, on the same footing as those in 
America.

Are the lower classes in England supposed to have greater procli
vities to destruction than the same classes in other countries 1

. Why are our chrn-ches never open except at the time of Divine 
service 1 Has any one ever been in a Roman Catholic Chui'ch and not 
found two or three (at least) poor people saying their prayers in some of 
the chapels or quiet corners, who at home, in a crowded, noisy, dirty 
room, would find it impossible to raise their-thoughts above the dirt, the 
uoise, and the crowed around them, or to find five minutes free from 
interruption, were they able to do so ?

Why should not our poor be trusted with a free entrance into our 
chrn-ches, and with the f^'oe use of well-printed, well-bound, well- 
ai-ranged, and catalogued books, as much as the same class in other 
countries 1 *

Are not these questions worth the consideration of those who, from 
their own experience, can appreciate the advantages and pleasures to be 
derived from free access to good librar.’ies? And also of those who have 
power and influence to act in such matters in these days, when the edu
cation aud improvement of the lower orders are so much discussed and 
talked about, but appears to make no further progress? *
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doors, but the greenhouse Bad been described as magni
ficent. ‘ Wal, I p^r^es^oome ’ (a favourite expi^ession), ‘ as 
fine as any.you-’d see in the world.' So we were pre
pared to be dehght^ed. We found a nice little greenhouse, 
such as it would be pleasant to have opening out of one’s 
dr^a^wing^-^i^oom, but which the smaUesib nursery-gardener 
at home would think but little of. A civil German gar
dener t^ook us -round, and showed us some daisies with 
great prid^e. He said they were the most t^r^oublesome 
plants he had to deal with. The winter was so much t^oo 
cold, and the summer too hot for thiem, that unless he 
t^ook the greatest care ‘they go right deai!’

My father made an expedition one day to see the 
‘ Ir^on Mountain,’ the chief object of curiosity 'of t^hese 
r^egions, ninety miles distant by rail. It . is a mountain 
composed almosit entirely of iron ore, in ' which the per
centage of pure iron is in some parts as much as ninet^jy: 
but no one has established machinery for working it, 
and nearly all the iron used ' in the country comes from 
England.

The evening before we left there was a ‘ sociable ’ at ' 
the hotel—‘ Just a sociable hop,’ we were t^old, on in
quiring the meaning of ‘Sociable, Wednesday, Feb. 6th, 
8 o’clock,’ which was printed for t^wo. or thr^ee days pre
viously at the head of all the bills of fare. It seems that 
it is the ^^lusitom in. most of. thie. large hotels, though we 
had not happened to fall in with one before. The pro
prietors of the hotel send cards of invitation to all in the 
house, . whether regular boarders or only birds of passage; 
and to the former extra cards, wi'th a space for the name 
left blj^i^lk: which cards, the housekeeper explained to me,
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‘ the ladies in the house send to the young ladies ; and if 
they know the gentlemen they’d wish to have with 
them, they send to them too ; if not, they tell the young 
ladies t^o bring their own escort.’ There is a band and 
supper, the whole being at the expense of the propriet^oi’s.

The costumes of the dancers were as varied in material 
and fashion as heart could desire. Many of the ladies 
were in heavy, stuff, moi-ning dresses, and hardly any of 
the gentlemen were in evening costume. The dances that 
seemed m.ost fashionable were quadrilles and slow-i?oiund 
dances, such as mazurkas and the schottische : very few 
Wa^^ed, and t^hose who did waltzed badly, and at long 
inter'Ya^ls. The quadrilles were either ext]?emely anti
quated or extremely modern : I never saw their like be
fore. The great object appeared to be the attainment of 
inextr'icable confusion thr^ough the interchange of part
ners ; which confusion was eventually reduced to order 
and regularity by the exertions of the band-leader, who 
seemed to combine with that the office of dancing-mas'ter ; 
for while beating ti^me with foot and hand, he continually 
shouted out every movemei^ft that every one was to make. 
Of course we were told that the or, as American 
phraseology expresses it, ‘ stylish ladies and elegaT^ft 
gentlemen,’ were not as numerous as usual on this occa
sion, on accoun-t of, weddings and other cheerful enter
tainments taking place the same evening^. The band 
leaves, and eve:rything is over, by 2 a.m. ; which, for 
American hours, is very reasonable.

On February 7th we left St. Louis in the ‘ Atlant^ic,’ 
calling itself the champion boat of the Mississippi, and 
'^eaaiiig in consequence gilt horns, with baJJs on every 

p’ r
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points. Fortunat^ely, racing on the rivers is now illegal, 
for the number of accidents that occnnred a few years ago, 
in consequence, was feartul. These boats, which are very 
large, are also so slight, that, while sitting in the lower 
saloon, any one waiting on the upper deck shakes the 
whole vessel, as if it were made of cardboard; and striking 
a ‘sna^g’ is almos't ce:rtain destmct^i^on, the boat going 
down even before she conld he run ashore. We were de
layed long in startling, waiiting for a cargo of mules to be 
taken south. It must have been bitterly cold for t^hese 
poor creatures in the open lower deck, with the steamer 
so deep in the water, that for the first day or so it 
washed over the parapet, and . left them standing on the 
damp, icy-cold floor.

But few passengers were expected, this being the first 
trip down the river after the breaking up of the ice, and, 
co:ns<^(quejntly, no trouble was taken to make the vessel 
com^foir^able ; and, to add to our discomfoiTt, the servants 
were a set of most obnoxious Negr^oes.

The manners of these emanci^pated slaves are abo
minable, and their insolence, impert^in^^nce, and fami-‘ 
liarity, unbearabl^e. Here they were extremely talk
ative, and would stand close to any of the passengers, 
discussing their own affairs, gossiping about those on 
board, and laughing loudly, in a way that was most 
objectionable. The present state of things between the 
white people and their emancipated slaves cannot last 
long. Already the ‘good servsii^t’^has proved a very 
‘ bad maislt^i*; ’ and tliose who most advocated freedom 
have found to their cosit that education and int^^ili^g^^nce, 
honesty and, principle, do not come, as a matter of course,
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wiith the hour of emandpat^ion. The demoralisation of 
the freed Negroes since the war was increasing rapidly, 
and t^heir number decreasing in proportion. Even when 
we were in the conn-try they had diminished one-fifth. 
We had some pleasant, intelligent Southerners among 
our fellow-passengers, whose acconnts of occurrences dur
ing and after the war were heart^-r^encl^g^. The right or 
wrong of slavery is a question which, I suppose, every 
one must answer accurdjing to his own feelings on the 
subj(^c^c ; but I fancy mos-t English people, who have been 
in the Southern Statues, and have seen the remains, and 
only the remains, of what has been, would agree that 
it was more the name ‘ slave’ that was objectionable than 
t^he position. Never again will the Negr^oes be so cared 
for, comfurtable, and happy, as in the days of slavery. 
One of the gentlemen on board f^old me that he could 
remember how, often and often as a child, he had heard of 
his father, a large slave-owner, sitting up all night with a 
sick slave ; and that, though perhaps Inhere were not many 
masters whose care for their slaves would go as far as 
that, yet it was rare to find unkindness, rarer still to fi^d 
‘cruelity,’ among the master^s. It is coi^itrary to human 
natur’e, when unkindn^ess and cruelity would disable men 
from work, and work is t^he great object in keeping slaves, 
for a man to act so much against his own interest's, how
ever litt^le feeling he might have for them as fellow-crea
tures. Altogether, the more we heard and saw of the 
origin of, and occurrences during^, the war, the more for
cible was the conviction that ‘.slaveiry’ and its abolition 
Was but an, excuse for the open declaration of the bitter 
feelings, almost amounting to hatred, which had for a
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long t^ime been growing up between the ‘ rowdy,' Yankee ' 
set in the North and Northwest, and the more conser
vative Southerner's, and that the idea of that feeling 
being changed when the emancipation was declared, and 
the war nominally at an end, is a fallacy.

Some of the anecdotes we heard of the t^r^eat^ment 
undergone by Confederate families at the hands of the 
Federal soldiers were t^oo shocking t^o relate. The wanton 
destraction of property^, and total absence of anything 
like generosi1;y to the families of the vanquished, were 
perfectly barbarous, though these were only among the 
lesser indignities heaped upon In St. Louis there
were large hospital establishments during the war for 
both armies; and for the sake of supplying their own 
party, the Southern ladies used to provide comlfoi’ts and 
delicacies for all the hospitals, visit the wounded equally, 
and treat friends ' and foes alike. After a time they were 
ordered to give up their visits, as it was said partiality 
was shown to the wounded Confederates, I was assured 
that this had not been the case ; brut had it been so, who 
could have been surprised ? This, however, was as nothing 
compared t^o other sad tales related by some of the 
sufferers' relations and friends.

We went very slowly the fii^s-t two days on accoiunt 
of the snags, and anchored both nights—bitter nights 
they were ! My cabin was on the windward side, and 
had a yawning gap between the door and floor, conse
quently the seco:nd morning there wqs a deep snow-drift 
inside, and the water was frozen in jug and basin, in the 
latter so hard and th^ck, that evemwiith hot water 1 could 
not mel't it.t
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On the 9th. we arrived at the city of Cairo—a miser
able little place, said t^o be the original of ‘ the gai'den of 
Eden ' in ‘ Martin Chuzzlewit.’ u

The next afternoon we reached Memphis, after leaving 
which t^he houses on the hanks became more numerous, 
but all had a wretched, deserted look. The Soiithemers 
/on hoard declared they could hardly recognise the river, 
so diffeirent was the appearance from what it had been 
before the war, when every farm or plantation was flou
rishing and cared for, and stood in a neat, bright, little 
garden. The scenery on the Mississippi was, I confess, 
disappointing. Thus far there was no high land; and, 
though in summer the coi^rt^^-as^ between the trees and 
the colour of the soil would be pretty, there was nothing 
striking, and the river itself is not nearly so fine as the 
Yang-tse-kiang^.

Our fellow-passengers were not numerous, which was 
rather fortunate, as the supply of food on board was 
limited, to judge by the scraps which were all we were 
allowed. It is really a very uncomfoi'table way of having 
one’s meals, to be surrounded by a hedge of little dishes, 
coi^itaining a mouthful on each, and no means whatever of 
making any choice, nor of judging the kind or quali-ty of 
the tant^alizing litt>le morsel. There were one or t^wo 
pleasant people, and the majori-ty were inoffensive. But 
there was one famrily of the mos^ perfect ‘ Yankee ’ type 
imagiiiabl^e; father, mother, and daugh^er^. The mother 
Was of the ‘ good-old-soul ’ genus, but the t^wo others were 
* riling ’ t^o a degr^^^. The broadest caricature would only 
be a-likeness of the father^. He was about six feet and 
a half high and one font broad, with his clothes (a very
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long sui't of black) hooked on to his shoulders as if 
the latter had been the bar of a tailor’s dummy'; a neck 
and head like that^^ of a half-fledged sparr^ow, lanthom- 

- jeiwed, and with enormous hungry eyes, that at meal- 
t^i^mes rolled round the liable and all the dishes upon it, 
while his knife and fork were plunged pr^omiscuously into 
the latter, t^hence conveying their co^n-fcents to his mouths. 
The daughter was one of the mos-t uninterest^ing, and un
questionably plain, - people I have ever seen; and, upon 
the strength - of it, gave herself all the airs of the greatest 
beauty^. There was a piano in the saloon, which, though 
its faults and failings were numerous, did not deserve quite 
as much punishment as she bestowed upon it^. No one 
who knows what the manners, cust^oms, and appearance 
of a thorough Yankee are, can wonder at their being 
repugnant to English feelings, nor at our finding this 
party anything but agr^eeable. They (the Yankees) are 
essentially diffeiren't from the Southerners, who, some of 
tiiem, though not very refined in manner or speech, are 
yet pleasant as t^i^a^v^elling companions. The ladies are 
often well read, and even educated ; but the others really 
seem to have no idea in their heads except dress, and the 
amount of admiration they can excite. My father used 
to spend a good deal of his time in the pilot-house, the 
highest poi:nt whence a view can be obtained. Here out 
Yankee friend would follow him, and, poi'nting to a thick, 
uncultivated wood, would ask whether anything in Eng" 
land co^ld compare with that; and declare that the 
whole coi^intry would be a garden! when these large 
Southern plantat^ions should be leased, in forty and fi’^ty^ 
acre lots, to the Negr^oes, who formerly worked as slaves

(
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on the same. He entirely ignored what those who 
know the character, and have more experience of the 
negro race, say; viz., that unless their whole character^, 
habits, and propensit^ies, could he changed, they will never 
really labour, except to live from hand to mouth, or when 
forced to work.

At daylight, on the 12th, we arrived at Vicksburg^. 
Those who followed the movements of the t^wo armies 
during the war will remember this was for a long 
while a bone of contention between them ; in fact, a key, 
the possession of which closed or opened the way for the 
Federal army in its final movements on the Sorustr; and 
the surrender of which was the tuini^ng-point in the war, 
as after that the South succumbed.

We spent some hours on shore, and drove all round 
the place, which was in the most melancholy state imagin
able. A good deal of what had been rebui^-t was, a few 
months previously to our visit, destroyed by f^ne; and the 
charred ruins, together wi'th the still visible results of 
the bombardment, gave a wretched appearance to the 
place. The country round abounds in steep ravines, and 
the city is called the ‘Ci'ty of Hills.' Our driver had 
been a soldier in the Confederate armjr; and, while 
taking us over the eight miles of outworks, pointed out 
the positions of. the two armies. He said the general 
opinion among Southerners was, that although there were 
but 22,000 men for the defence, and the Federals num
bered about four to one,—from the nature of the ground 
and position of the city, it ought to have been impreg
nable, had not General Pemberton been a traait^or. For 
bis own part, though the General was a Federal by birth,

    
 



584 VICKSBURG.

and a mere soldier of fortune, having begun his military 
career as a Colonel of Volunteers in Mexico, our info^-mant 
believed him to be true to the South, only incompetents. 
Among the soldiers it was consi^dered, he said, a great 
mistake having retreated to Vicksburg at all, after a 
defeat sustained by the South, about twenty miles off. 
Had they retreated further up the river, the Federals 
must have secured such a strong position, and to ganason 
it would have been obliged to leave so large a force, that, 
in the then demoralized and diminished state of their 
army, they could not have pressed the Confederates with
out previously recruiting, and giving t^hem time to do 
the same. I do not know whether one would generally 
consider the opinion of privat^es, wi’th regard to the 
t^act^ics of their general, as woirth mudi; but in this case, 
where the rank and file of the Confederate army were, 
in a great measure, composed of members of the best 
Southern families, and where the comi^i^nding officers 
were in some inst^an^ces men like General Pembert^on, 
the opinion of the former might be worth listening t^o. 
Whatever may have been the true state of the case, this 
fact remains, that after the surrender General Pemberton 
disappeared, and had never since been seen or heard of. 
And every one must perceive, that, in spite of numbers, 
the odds against the atta^cking party on such ground 
must have been fearful. *'■

Our driver showed us the fo^ where his regiment was 
stati^oned, and described the Federal charge, tip a steep 
l^tmk, intei'sected by ravines and blocked with brushiwrood, 
under full f^^re of the enemy’s large guns on the bastion 
and the rifles of the men stationed in an outwork below-
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There, perfectly screened thiemselves, they could take 
deliberate aim at the poor fellows struggling up over the 
rough, dif^^ul-t ground ; seeing their officers fall one after 
another, while doing their best to encourage the men, by 
rushing on ahead up the steep ravine. He said, ‘We 
just shot ’em down by hundT^eds.’ And still General 
Grant ordered regiment after regiment to the charge, 
sacrificing hundreds of lives in every attemjpls! It must 
have been an awful time for tl^ose living in the city. 
During the day they had to retire to caves cut in the 
soft, sandy soil of the coiu^-try round, where they re
mained while the bombardment was going on, only 
emerging at night-fall, and returning to their homes to 
cook what they could get for the next day’s provision. 
The banks in the outer part of the city, and in the 
coo^n'try immediately surrounding it, on either side of the 
t^oads, are pierced with these chambers, like catacombs ; 
and on the roads leading to the fortifications, and wher
ever a small body of men was stat^i^oned, are small hollow 
ledges, just large enough for one man to lie down in 
quite flat, where the soldiers used to take refuge when a 
shell was coming, until it had either passed them or burst. 
Our driver deposed to having been ‘ as jolly as possible ’ 
in some of the larger excavations, where they had ‘fiddling 
and dancing ’ every nif^lit!

Nothing coul(^d' better picture to one’s mind, in all its 
vi-vidness and horror, the misery War brings in its train, 
than a visi^ to such a plaice. Imagination can hardly 
realise its having looked more wretched immediately after 
the «war, than when we saw^’rt three years later. It is 
melancholy to be shown the sites of fine house£^» where 
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there were beautiful traces and gardens, now as desolate 
and waste as a wilderness. Every stick wOs .cut down 
for firewood. They o'^ere planting the bari'ack-square, 
rebuilding the houses, and making a very beautiful place 
of the Cemetery, t^o which the remains of thiose brave 
Federal soldiers who fell during t^he siege, and co-uld only 
at the t^ime be buried in wide ditches, were being 
r^e^m^ov^ed^.
. There is a cannon placed perpendicularly on a stone 
block, and railed in as a monument, on the spot where 
General Grant met General Pemberton to receive his 
surrender. It was f^:ls■t made of marble, but the soldiers 
chipped that to pieces in a very sho:rt t^ime, to carry the 
bits away as mement^oes. A large tree stood there at the 
t^ime, but not a vestige of that was left after a very short 
periiod ; every Federal soldier t^rying to get a piece ’ for a 
walking-stick or pipe, or something of the sort. Our 
driver showed us a pipe a Federal soldier had given him. 
The men seemed to have fraternised after the siege was 

^uv<^i?; and this man, being taken ill on his way .home, was 
nursed for a long time by his umquhile enemy’s moitlier; 
and on leaving gave his friend this pipe-bowl. We were 
told that Vicksburg now agreed better wi'th Government 
than any of the Southern towns.

On re-embarking we passed, soon after leaving the 
town, the spot where General Grant tried to cut a canal, 
so as to shut off all the river water from the city. On 
seeing the position, it appears not such a mad scheme as 
at the time it was generally supposed 'to be. The river 
here makes a deep bend ; and had not t^he canal been cut 
about -a mile and a half too near the city, just where

f
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the full force of the current carried the water past the 
openir^n^, .there is reason t^o suppose it would have suc
ceeded. . ->

Early the next morning we arrived at Nat^chez. Great 
exciitement had been caused thiroughout t^he whole of the 
previous afternoon and evening by another steamer passing 
us. One of the Negro stewards, while the exciitemen-t 
was at its height, came up, and by way of making me 
qiiite comfoirtable and easy in my mind, gave a long ac
count of how, a few months before, he was on one of the 
Ohio steamers, which, while t^i^ying to ‘keep ahead’ of 
another (no^ being allowed to race), blew up, and nearly 
all the passengers were l^^t; but not one of the ofGicers, . 
or ‘ boys,’ as the stewards call th^c^msel^v’es.

Natchez suffered less than any of the Southern towns 
during the war. It is a pleasant little town, but not 
visible from the river^. It stands on the top of a steep 
hill, and rather far back, so as to be hidden by the cliffs 
of bright red eai'th, which here rise to some height, and 
have a striking appearance. It was a dull, drizzly morn
ing when we arrived, and we were already so far sotuth. as 
to feel the semi-tropical heat. We found a carriage, and 
spent the few hours at our disposal in driving out beyond 
the t^own, fi^’st in one dir’ection, then in the other, to see 
as much as possible of the surrounding country. The 
town itself is, ih appearance and manner, much like a 
small English watei^in^g^-^J).I^lce. There are good, wide, 
gravel roads, excellent for riding or drivii^n?; good shops, 
"vitti the shopkeepers standing at their own doors, looking 
as if they would be willi^ig to sell if anything was very 
much needed, but as if they did not care about if in the.
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least, and were in no want of money. A good many 
r^espectable-lookiug idlers were lounging about, and the 
whole place had a quiet, sleepy, well-to-do look, that was 
a pleasant variety to the excited bustle of the Northern 
cities, or the waste devastation of Vicksbui’g. Out in 
the coiunltry there were some fine houses, wi'th small 
parks and well-laid-out gardens round tliem. We went 
into one on the river side of the t^own, whose owner was 
away. Here the garden, though arranged in the most 
formal style, was very pretty, wi’th straight rows of fi^ie 
magnolia trees, having shrubs of orange and lemon be
tween them, and other ti^opical and semii-tr^opical plants 
around. There were tr^ees of camelias, almost equalling 
t^liose in Australia, and velvety green grass : altogether 
it was a nice, ol<i-fashioned-]^ooking place.

A thick fog came on soon after leaving Nat^cb^ez, 
which obliged us to proceed slowly, so it was not till the 
evening of the 14 th of February That we arrived at New 
Orleans, after a long delay at the upper port to discharge 
stock, and at the lower to get the steamer into her berth 
at the wharf. On either bank of the river, all the w’ay 
from Natchez, are some magnificent houses, with a small 
village of slaves' coittages at a little distan^ce, looking com
fortable and well built. One felt almoslt more sorry for 
the miserable Negr^oes, who had lost such homes, than for 
the poor masters, whose land was in consequence lying 
uncultivated, and their houses unoccupied.

New Orleans is by no means striking from a distance, 
except for the multitude of spires visible. For miles and 
miles, as far as the eye can see, 'extends the flat, marshy, 
malarious plain of Louisiana, on which speculators are so 
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anxious to induce emigrants to ‘settle,’ as they most 
assuredly would in ■ one sense, for to live there seems 
impossible. There is a fine quay df considerable extents. 
The St. Charles Hotel is considered the be^s; it is the 
largest, noisiest, and most expensive, ergo, in certain 
people’s opinion, it must be t^he best^.

We had been advised t^o pay a visi't to Lake Pont- 
chartrain,* which was said to be very pretty, but which 
did not equal the descriptions we had heard of it. We 
met with a specimen of an emigrant, who had not realised 
his golden dreams, in a lighthouse at the junction of this 
lake and one of the numerous canals. * His language had 
struck us as being remarkably good, and his manner 
altogether as that of a well-educated man ; and while he 
was showing us over the light^i^ouse, and rowing us to 
and from it, we gathered a good deal of his history. He 
did not enter into many details ; but we learnt that his 
father had been a Collector of Customs at Bristol, and he 
himself had received the education of a gentleman ; but; 
being of a roving turn of mind, he had never persevered 
long in any employment. At last he had been tempted, by 
the accoiunts of enormous wealth obtained by emiigrants 
in America, to try his fortune there, and was one of the 
U^lf^ir^nnates it seemed, who, instead of making money, 
had sunk down and down, and had finally been glad to 
take office in this t^uml)l^e^-d^own, litt^le light^diouse, where 
the work seemed hard, the pay small, and the situat^ion 
very unhealthy^.

New Orleans is much more like a t^own in the south
* This is not properly a lake, but an arm of the sea (the Gulf of 

Mexico). “
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of Eur^ope than in Amer^ica. The houses are good, t^he 
streets narr^ow, the shops rather dark, and appeared still 
far from having recovered the effects of the war. There 
are no public buildings of any note, excepting a Medical 
College, and this has no architectural beauty. The head
quarters of General This, and the lodging of General 
That, are pointed out, as is also the duelling-ground 
outside the city. The man who drove us to the latter 
place seemed to consider himself quite a her^o, for having 
the week before been driver to one of the ‘ parties ' who 
were to fight. Even the Cemetery, which is generally so 
well cared for and adorned in American cities, is here un- 
intei'est^^ing^. The ground being below the river, they 
cannot bury, but have t:o build a monument over t^he 
coffin, or make a brick erection, with co^mj^jaritments for 
each coffin, if it is to be used as a family vaults.

The soci^^ity of New Orleans is divided into t^wo dis
tinct classes—the American and the Creole. They live 
in different parts of the t^own, and hardly mix at all. 
Some of t^he oldest Southern families are connecited by 
marriage with Creoles. We had an intr^oduction to one 
such family, and very pleasant t^hey made our stay in 
New Orleans. It was diff^i^ull; to realize being in Ame
rica, among people who never spoke English, while in 
the Creole quarter of the city, t^he v^rn^ttian blinds, green 
ja^l^ous^es, and balconies, in which men and women were 
always to be seen lounging and smoking, added still 
more to the South-of-Eur^ope feeling induced by the 
climate and the language. Our friend^ took us to the 
Opera, which is a good housd, with a tolerable compahy. 
We were also taken to a children’s fancy ' ball at a rela-
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Ilion’s house, one of the prettiest and best-arranged things 
of the kind I have ever witn^essed.

We went also to see a cotton-press, which is much the 
same as those used in Indifi; also a cotton-ginnery. The 
process is veiy rapid and simple. Eighty fine saws are 
formed into a wheel, which tear the cotton from the seed; 
the latter falling into a box on one side, the former into a 
box on the other. The machinery moves a brush at the 
same time, which causes draught sufficii^nt to drive the 
‘ lint,’ as the coitton part is called, up an incline of 28 feet, 
into a room above, retaining all the ‘motes,’ lumps,
and knots, and all heavier paii^i^cles. * Nearly all the oH 
used here, and sold as ‘ olive oil,’ is made from cotton 
seed. The moi'ning we visited the press was very wet 
and muddy, and the sacki^ig round the bales was so torn 
and ragged that much of the cotton was soiled and woi^'th- 
less. The superintendent who was with us said he had 
often tried to make t^he owners see the economy of new, 
strong sadki^nr; ‘ but what do these people care, as long 
as they get their money at once, and are saved tr^ouhle ? ’

The only pretty drive here is along a road running 
beside the river. We did not discover it t^ill the last 
morning of our stay here, when, on desiring to be taken 
to the batl^^e^-^field where we were defeated under General 
Pakenham in 1815 (an order our driver could not under
stand, and was for taking us to some other bat^t^^^e^-^^eld, 
Wrere- some one else had been defeated), we were f^^t 
almoslt jolted t^o pieces, so bad were the roads in the t^own, 
and then found ourselves on an excellent road, with what 
must, previous to the war, have been very pretty resi
dences the whole way. Now the houses are dilapidated,
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the gardens neglected, the oranges falling off the trees 
and lying unheeded on t^es. ground, the roses and creepers 
wild and rampants. “

On seeing the batt^l^e^-gi'ound, it ' strikes one that Gen. 
Pakenham musithave been mad not to have refused battle 
t^hei'e. The Americans had ’co-tton-bales, behind which 
they ‘t^ook up their <]poi3i^^ion securely ; while, our poor men 
had not the protection to be afforded J)y a stone, nor even 
an undulation in the gi^oun^d- No-svonder we suffered "so 
t^ejni^bl^y^. There is the cominiencei^(^nt of a moniiment to 
General Ja^ckson on the spot where he took up his po
sition ; 'but since the w&r, funds have not been forth
coming to finish it. The pillar, 100 feet high, is com
pleted; but the statue which was (and still is, some day, 
they say) to have surmounted it is wanting.

Near this place is the ground where the soldiers who 
die while on garrison duty in the ciity are buried. It 
is sad to see the way in which it is done—no service, no 
att^e^ncla^nce ; the coffins brought out by the cartload (two 
cartloads were brought out while we were t^her^e), just put 
into the graves as if they were mere animats, and a t^ally, 
with a number, stuck into the ground at one end* of the 
gra^v^e.

On the 19th, at 7 p.m., we left New Orleans for Cave 
City, in Kentuicky, a distance of 680 miles. This was 
accomplished by rail in about forty-eight hours, only 
stopping for twenty minut^es, twice a-day, to rush into 
some ‘dining-salooin,/ where it was hard to bring oneself to 
touch the food served by the dirty Negro servants, and 
charged for exorbi^ltantly by their extortionate wl^i^e roas- 
ter^s. For these long journeys a ‘ sleeping-car’ is att^a^ched
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to the tr'ain, which, though not invariably clean, is a great 
rest. Two seats are tu^ined, so that their occi^^jpants would 
be sitting vis-d,-vis, across which a board and mattress are 
placed. A shelf is \et down above this, which has another 
mattress put on it^. > Curtains hang from the ceiling, and 
you are much as in the berths on .hoard ship with the 
motion of the train strongly resembling that of a steamer 
in a ‘choj^jprngi sea. • It is well worth the pajT^ent.'of a . 
few additional dollars,*©!* not only ’are the beds at^night 
a great comfort, but then' possessors have also ’the use of 
the far wider, more comfoiTiable seats, during the day, 
when tKe matt^i^esses have been removed and the curtains 
rolled up.

There is what they call a ‘ wash-room ' at ei'ther %nd 
of t^he car. Clean trowels are not always to be had, and 
if only one person has made use of the fi^-st trowel, l^he 
att^endant stares wi'th astonishme^n't on being, asked for a 
second. This might be accormted for by a story we were 

, t^old by a gent^l^eman, who, on finding anything but a 
snowy-looking trowel, asked for another ; when the Negro 
attendant exclaimed, ‘Wall that there towel’s been 
hanging there for the last si^x months, and you 're the first 
gentleman as has complained of it!'

It was .sad t^o see t^r^a^ces of t^he war everywhere. At 
one place t^here wei;e the remains of fifteen engines burned 
by the Federais ; in others the debris of whole t^rains and 
broken bridges strewing the ground. The road was still 

rough and irregular from the scarcely coi^j^i^i^lbed 
Rjfjairs. .

When we arrived at Cave City, we found we could 
hot get on to Mammoth Cave, nine miles, t^ljjat night ; so 
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took up our lodging in a comfoirtable, clean, little hotel, 
close to the railways. It was amusing to study Negro 
manners in a chambermaid, who, apparently having no
tching else to do, thought she would improve her know
ledge of mankind in general by bestowing as much of her 
time as possible upon us; sitting down in a corner of the 
room when we wanted nothing, and asking innumerable 
questions whenever oppoiTtunity offeired for her to edge in 
a word. She came to my room when I was going to 
bed, and stood in a comer, doing nothing but*watch my 
operat^i^ons. At last she darted out to satisfy herself- 
that all my hair grew on my head, and was not fastened 
on in a wig. It was useless to tell her she was not 
wai^Ttf^d; if she went away one minute she returned the 
ne-xt; so the least tr’ou^blesome plan was to let her remain. 
My father came to speak t^o me; and, when he had said 
good-:night, she emerged from her cojmer, and burst out 
with, ‘ Thai; ’s your pa, I reckon V

' Yei3; thait’s my father.’
‘ Ise t^hinking so; I se^e’d you favourjhim a deal.’
She then pr^oceeded to inquire (not like an Indian 

squaw, waiting for the train at Niagara, who asked me, 
‘ What tribe, you belong V) ‘ What State you come from V

‘ No State ; we come from Old England.’’ #
‘Ah! that England State; yes, I heard tell thaft’s 

very good State.’ •
Her kn^owledge, poor girl, was limj^ibc^d; for she seemed 

never even to have heard of ‘ Old England ’ beyond the 
seas. v

As soon as possible next morning we left in the 
vehicle called^. by cornrtesy a coach, for the Mammoth
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Caves ; and were very glad, from the nature of the road, 
that we had been unable to attempt it in the dark. We 
were three hours jolting over rocks and plunging through 
mud, before we arrived at our destinai^i^on. The road lies 
principality thj?ough oak-woods, with a good deal of un
dergrowth of diffei'ent kinds, principally shu^iai^Ci: the 
henies of which are much used as a tonic, and in hittLei'^. 
The woods have only been planted wi-thi-n the last fifi^y or 
sixty years, and some of the threes are already well grown; 
so that in another fifty or sixty years they will be valu
able t^imber?. Close to the mouth of the cave is a large 
summer-house hotel, built of wood, in t^wo stories. Her^e, 
during the season, i.e. from June to September, between 
100 and 200 people take Up their abode. It must be 
V^i'y crowded. All the rooms have t^wo doubl^e^b^ed^ss* in 
them; and they assured us, that beds were co:^!^s^ta^'tly 
made upon the floor of the ball-r^oom, to accommoc^ivte 
those for whom there were no rooms. It was about 
4 p.M: before our guide and his lamps were ready, but day 
and night are t^fle same in the cave. The descent, which 
is not very steep nor long, is like a high and wide vaulted 
passage, leading into chambers of diffeirei^'t dimensions. 
It is a magnificen-t cave (or rather Slides of caves), of 
limestone, .appajrently hollowed by wa'tei*; and somewhat 
resembles, only is infin^-tely finer than, the cave at Burton, 
m. Derbyshir^e. Many of the chambers are full^* of cu
rious and beautiful stalactites and stalagmit^es, and other 
grotesque formations in gypsum. In some parts the 
gypsqm has been turned black, by the water which 
f^ows over it being charged with oxide of iron, from a 
stratum of sandstone overlying the limestone. iVbiere
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this is not the case, it is pure whii^e; and when, at 
certain points, illuminated with blue lights, it becomes 
dazzlingly bright and sparkling^. In the first part of the 
cave there were saltpetre works, until 1812. The vats 
and wooden pipes are still perfec^c; so are also the prints 
of the ox-hoofs, and tr^acks made by t^he cart-wheels in 
the mud; which, since water is no longer brought thei?e, 
has become dry and hard^. There are the hoof-prints 
where the oxen were stabled; and the guide shows corn
husk, which he declares have been lately dug up—pre
served by the dryness of the soil and purity of the air— 
but we were a little sceptical of t^h^is^.

The cave has never been surveyed, nor will the owner 
allow any survey to be made of it. It extends over such 
an immense area, that in all probabH^-ty some portion of it 
is in ground not belonging to him, whose owner might 
make another enti^ance, and thereby destroy the monop^olj^* 
of fees. Our guide said, that in what is called the ‘ Short 
Route' there were at least ' seventy^-five miles, which he 
had explored. The greater part is t^hr’ough narrow, low, 
rough avenues, where ■ there is nothing to be seen. We' ' 
were only taken the usual round, about seven miles. The 
‘ Long Route > is not practicable in whnt^^e; it leads to 
and across the river, at that season so swollen as to block 
the passage leading down to it. There are t^wo rivers— 
‘ Green River,’ which flows outside the cave, and ‘ Echo 
River,’ which is subterranean. In the latter are found 
eyeless fish, and cray-fish, similar in some respects to 
t^hose found near Zanzibar, but differing from some speci
mens we had seen of the former in being white instead 
of black. There seems no connexion between the riveirs;
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at least, it lias not yet been found. We asked whether 
they had ever tried to discover it by floc^'ting marked 
st^icks. The guide said they had, but«vitliorrt result, * For 
yer see this river will sometimes flow one way, sometimes 
anott^ee rwyliCh to our innocei^it minds appeared t^he most 
wonderful thing in the cave.

The chambers in the cave have, of course, had diffei^r^nt 
names bestowed upon ^hiem. ‘ The Gothic Chamber ' has 
very fine, rugged, stalactite pillars, and an almos't per
fectly smooth arched roof. * The Star Chamb*^!-’ is curious. 
The walls are jag^ged, and rugged like cliffs, with a black 
gypsum roof, from which small pieces have fallen, or been 
knocked away, leaving white stars. When the guide 
takes the lamps to a dista^nce, it is almost impossible t^o 
believe ' that this is not a starlit sky, at which one is 
looking, from a narrow valley, wi'th cliffs rising on either 
side. ‘ The Ball Boom ’ is a large square opening, with a
very rough floor, where, however, we were assured that 
during the season there was generally dancing going on.

In one or t^wo places springs and streams flow out of 
the rocks, but in most parts of the cave it is perfectly 
dry, and the walking made easy for the mos-t timid or 
inexperienced of scramblers by steps and ladders being 
placed wherever any diff^i^uL-ty occurs. ‘ The Bott^omless 
Bit’ (which it is satisfactory to hear is only 150 feet 
deep !) and another chasm are bridged and railed off.

Some years ago a set of wise people t^ook it into their 
heads that the cave atmosphere would be highly bene
ficial to consumptive patients. With that idea, they 
buil-t some cabins for them td live in, in one of the large 
passi^^^f^s; the resul^t was, as may be imagined, not
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successful. The cabins remain a monument to the folly 
of these speculators, anil a medium for advertisei^s, who, 
with their cards, cover every available inch of i^l^ejm. It 
is, nevert^heless, wonderful how people, who are by no 
means strong, take the amount of exertion they do, with
out fatigue, while visi^ting the caves. The * Long Roui^tJ' 
is at least (they say) nine miles in and nine miles out^, 
and yet ladies, who could not walk t^wo miles^- above 
ground, return from this eighteen miles’ scramble declar
ing t^^ejmselves not tired, and afterwards dance all nights. 
A good deal of this may be due to excitemee^-t and 
nrn^eltty; but the air is certainly very pure, and the 
t^empel•abt^r^l^l3. ple^ttnt: such a thing as firedamp is un
known.

The next mortitg we went in our coach, over a still 
worse road, if possible, than that from Cave City, to a 
newly-discovered cave, called, after the owner, who is also 
proprietor of the hotel, ‘ Proctor’s Cave.’ The tr^ack to it 
would be a charming ride in summer, though never good 
for drivings. At this season, jolting over rocks, or push
ing a path thr^ough bushes and uncler^v^ood, the branches ■ 
of which came in at the sides of the coach, winch was 
only a waggon, with canvas curtains, was anything but 
agreeable. We were told that the variety and abundance 
of wild flowers here in summer ara wonderful^.

This cave is not nearly as fine as the ‘Mammoitt!,’ 
though it is of considerable extents. The formations are 
almos't entirely stalactite, owing, I suppose, to the much 
greater flow of water here, in every part, than in the 
other'.. The water has much discoloured the stala6t^i^i^ie.9- 
her^e,, detracting considerably from their beauty. Some 
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of them are of very curious forms, and more than semi- 
ti'a^nsparent. In one chamber t^is alabaster-like sub
stance has taken the foi-m of stony drapery, which hangs 
in graceful, t^^ough rigid folds all round, and pi-oduces a 
ringing sound, like metal, when struck. This cave having 
been but lately discovered, walking was in some parts 
very dif6.cuLt.

There was another cave on our road back t^o Cave 
City, which we hoped to have visited, but ‘ Negro inde
pendence ' stood in the way. The roads, having slightly 
dried, were even heavier than on our arri-^id.; and, just as 
we came to the only two good miles of our jour^ney, we 
descried before us five or six mule waggons, whose drivers 
appeared perfectly deaf to the civil requests, several times 
preferred by ours, to go a little to one side or the other, so 
as t^o let us pass. Not an inch from the very middle of 
the road would they mo^(3; while, a precipice being on one 
side, and a steep bank on the other, it was impossible to 
pass unless they did so, which obliged us to walk behind 
them the whole way. Such are the pleasures of this free 
con^ntiry!

Four hours by rail took us to Louisville, another of 
the new cities laid out in squares, and wi-th nothing to 
reco^mmf^i^d-it. The cemeitery, as is usual in these new 
cities, being the only place worth ' seeing. It is very large 
and well laid out; but it is sad to see the heathenish 
customs which previiii:—worse than heathenish ; for, 
while the Indian’s favourile horse and dog are buried 
With his master, these Christians keep their children’s 
to;ys; plates, cups, and saucers, under glass-cases on the 
grave, and even clothes are tom up, and hung on a bush
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planted near, looking Just like the surroundings of a 
Bhuddi^it shrine. On one grave Inhere was a small doll, 
fastened up in a Fr^ench prune-bott^l^e^. Enormous sums 
are spent on monuments^. One was pointed out to us 
which had cost 37,000 dollars.

c
We left Louisville in one of the ‘Floating Palaces,’ as 

they ■ call the Ohio River steamers. They are large enough 
thinly, but scarcely realize one’s idea of the comfoiTi or 
space to be enjoyed in a palace. The whole width is 
given up to the large saloon ; the ‘ stat^e^-r^ooms ’ are mere 
cupboards, with a couple of shelves by way of berths, and 
barely r^oom to move in them besides. These stat^e^-r^ooms 
are in t^wo stori^es, the upper one opening on to a gallery^, 
running round, and overlooking, the saloon. The pilot
house was a good position, as long as daylight lasted, for 
seeing the river, which is very prett^y\ The banks are 
rather high, and slope down to the water in jutting pro
montories. The river winds a good deal, wi'th many tr^ees 
and little villages, or groups ■ of houses, on the bank, which 
look very snug and comfortable. '

Cincinnati (also called by some people Por'kpp^ol^is, on' 
accoiunt of the vast number of pigs supposed to exist 
tiLer^e) rivals Wolverhampton in smoke. Fr’om a distance 
the ci-ty is coi^]^]^(^^tely hidden behind the -thick black 
cloud hanging over it. If any one is rash enough to 
open a window, the room and everything in it become 
immediately covered wi'th smuts, and from the streets 
an eclipse of the sun might be watched wi'thout any 
assistance from smoked or coloured glass. However, 
we had not to endure this state of things very iong^j 
for a gentleman and. lady, to whom we had brought an 
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intr^oduction, kindly invited us to spend, t^wo or three 
days wiith them in their country^-liouse, a few miles out 
of the city. We had arrived at •>ihu?ee o’clock in the 
morning, and that afternoon t^ook a drive to the other 
side of the river across a handsome suspension-bridge, 
lately erected. The country round is extremely pretty, 
with a great deal of undulating ground, broken and park
like, and in some places many fine t^re^es, and peeps here 
arid there of the Ohio and the Licking, a small river 
joining the Ohio. The t^urn^p^i^k^e^-roads are excellent, as 
they ' ought to be, consideri^ng the number of toll-bar's.

There is an extraordinary system of paymei^-t here. 
On our arr’ival at one gate a comical-loolring littl^e, old 
man, in a slouch-hat, red waistcoat matching his nose, . 
and with a stumpy pipe in his mouth, came out and asked 
how far we were going? We could not tiell, but our 
driver informed him. ‘ Oh, not a great wayis: just drive 
along a hit to see the road, and look around.’

‘Wal,’ said he, ‘I dunno what ter charge for that; 
it’s three cents a milef and you’d best go along, and t^ell 
me when ye come aback how far ye think ye’ve been.’

I don’t think he could have been a native, for it was 
hardly what they would call ‘ smart.’

The suburbs of Cincinnati extend far beyond its 
smoke, and here are many pleasant residences occiupied 
by the families of thiose whose business takes them daily 
into the city. In some of the grounds are fine t^r^e^es, 
which take off from the extr'emely new appearance that 
mosit of the houses presents. The painted wood of which 
th-ffey are chiefly ’built can hardly look old, unless it looks 
at the same time dilapidated.
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. This seemed to be a very sociable neighbour’h^ood. 
Our Mends took us with t^hem t^o a ‘ reading party ' at a 
neighbour’s house, which gave us an idea of how the 
winter evenings in the country are varied. These meetings 
take place fortnightly, alternately for dancing and reading; 
t^he latter generally combined wi'th music. What struck 
me mos't in th^ese meetings were, the extr^eme youth of 
the married people and the very peculiar costumes in 
which nearly every one appeared. When we first went into 
the drawing-r^oom I thought -it must be a -juvenile party, 
but the boys of sixteen or seventeen, as I took them to 
be, turned out to be husbands of this one and that! 
Many of them were only one or t^wo-and-twenty, with 
wives of sixteen or seventeen. This was supposed 
to be a demie-toilette affair, but the ladies’ dresses wer6 
principally morning dresses, of t^hi^ck, high merino, or 
linsey, and the gentlemen were all in shooting coats and 
t^hick boots.

We left Cincinnati at seven o’cloc^k in the morning for 
Columbus, 120 miles, thr?ough pretty country, and t^irencfe 
to Pitt^s^lrmrg, 193 miiles, and 117 further to Altoona, a 
small t^own in t^he Alleghany Mo'unta^ins^; Here we ar
rived about four o’clock the next morning. Our object in 
visiting this small plaice, with its dingy hotel, was to see 
the railway incline, and the scenery among the moun
tains ; this, however, was not practicable on the day of 
our arrival, which was Sunday. * It was snowing heavily, 
and ver^ cold.

The superintendent of the line 'was very civil in 
helping us to see the incline', and ordered a carriage^to 
be attached to the first train going down the next mom-

    
 



603BALTIMORE.

ing, whose ‘ helper/ i. e. the engine which goes down wi’th 
a ti’ain t^o 'push it up the other side, would bring us 
back. The scenery is extremely pretty ; the t^iack winds 
round instead of zigzagging up the mountain. There is 
a t^r^e^m^end^ous curve, called the ‘ Horseshoe Curve,’ where, 
wi’th the mountains rising abruptly on one side, and the 
precipices descending as abruptly into the valley on the 
other, the narrow track winding do-wn and round this 
sharp bend, to rise on the other side, the scene is very 
grand. The gradient is nowhere greater than 1 in 55, 
and the tunnel at the top is only about 3000 feet long.

On leaving Altoona we went on t^o Ball^imore. As 
much of the coiunti'y as we co’uld see before dark was far 
prettier than any we saw else’^vhere in the Statues. The 
railroad winds a good deal, and passes thr^ough several 
shoirt tunnels at the foot of the mountains, almost follow
ing the course of the Juniata River, which is very pictur
esque, with well-wooded banks. At.H^arr^isburg the line 
crosses the river Susquehanna by a bridge a mile long, 
and from it the shores are said t^o appear to great advan
tage ; but it was t^oo dark for us to ' see tlie^m.

Baltimore seems a pleasant town, and wi^th more to 
render a residence in it atti'act^ive than in most. The 
manners of those living in the hotel were quieter and less 
objectionable than in many. It is unfortunate' that Eng
lish people should often see nothing of Americans ex
cepting ttiose they meet in hotels, and^. while t^ra^v^ell^ing. 
The regular boarders are for the mos’t part persons who, 
wi’thout education, refinement, or any power of appreci
ating ei’ther one or the other, suddenly become possessed 
of large fortunes, which they have not- an idea., how to

9
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enjoy or take advantage of. Many of them would doubt
less, if they had to cook their husband’s dinner and mend 
his clothes, or help t^o -do either of t^hese necessary house
hold accoj^]^]li5hments, be exceUe^nt managers, keep their 
underling, or ‘ help,’ (of course they have no servants), in 
good order, and be very worthy members of society. But 
when they become rich, and take to living at hot^els, wUth 
no household matters to look after, and no education so 
as t^o employ the t^ime thus gained upon int^ellectual 
pursuits, they do nothing but dress, and gossip, and flirt, 
and discuss their neighbour's, in the most lamentable 
manner. For married women it is bad enough, but to 
see girls of fifteen or sixteen, and children who ought to 
be in the nursery, imitbating their elders, and exaggerating 
the example set them, is gr^ev^ous^.

There is nothing particular t^o see in Balt^imore, ' but 
Druid Hill Park, a little way off, must be a delightful 
place in summen .

There is a handsome monumei^'t to Washington in the 
ci-ty—a colinmn, or, as the Guide Books call it, ‘ a Dorif 
shaft,’ 170 feet high, on a pedestal 20 feet high, and with 
a colossal statue of Washington at the top. There is 
also a monument to those who fell in defence of t^he city 
in 1814. At the base are bas-reliefs, representing various 
engagements, and above stands a marble column in the 
form of the Roman fasces ; but instead of the axe which 
one is accustomed t^o see rising from the midst, appears an 
‘ elegant female,’ supposed to represent the ci-ty of Balti
more : the v’hole thing presenting an incongruous ap- 
pear-a^nce. '• '

Two -J^iours by rail took us from Baltimore to Wash-
t
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ingt^on, where we arrived in very bad weathei; We had 
been told that ‘ Washington in nasty weather is just 
the meanesit ci-ty in the world.’ If this implies the 
mos^b generally dirty and disagreeable t^o move about in, 
whether walking or driving, the description was perfectly 
correct. It seems strange, that with such really fine 
buildings as there are here (the only place in America 
where any exists), people should be coirtent with such a 
wretched t^own. Bad roads, bad hotels, very indiffei^*^]^^ 
shops. The prestige of the Capitol, Patent Office, and 
Treasury, seem to be considered as sufficient, and the 
entoura^ge of t^hese fine buildings remains as miserable and 
scrubby-looking as possible. As for the roads, one could 
only feel thank^ful, when driving over t^b^em, that it was 
not one’s own carriage the springs of which were being 
so Willard’s Hot^el, the best in the place, is a dis
grace to the capiital of America, which ouglrt to be able to 
show some-thing better organised than this ill-conducted 
and dirty house. But the principal lodgers, though for 
the most part the rulers of the couatry, are not t^lm^efore 
the best or highest class of the society.

We had letters to Professor Henry, the Secre-tary of 
the Smithsonian Instit^ui^e, and received much kindness 
from him and his family during our stay. The Institute 
was built and is carried on with money left by an English 
gentleman, in the eyent of his son’s death, to the ciity of 
Washingt^on, to found an Institut^i^on ‘ for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men.’ At fils-b great dif
ference of opinion arose, as to t^he best means of carrying 
out his wishes. Finally this Institute was agreed upon, 
which, t^hough coi^-taining the finesit collection inithe world
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of American objects, both ethnological and of natural his- 
t^ory, devotes less t^ime and attenl^ion to that, which would 
only benefiit the inhabitants of the ciity itself, than t^o the 
outfitting and maintenance of exploring expeditions, and 
the pursuiit of scientific and philosophical investigat^i^ons, 
such as ast^i^on^omy, electricity^, magnet^ism, and t^he laws 
governing winds, currents, and storms^. The knowledge 
t^hus obtained is diffused as widely as possible, by sending 
accoxunts of the results of such investigations and ex
plorations to scientific societies all over the world. The 
explorers always make colliections of objects of natural 
history, as part of their work ; and on their return the 
duplicate specimens are made up into packets, and sent 
to different museums in foreign countr^i^es. The building 
itself is handsome—red sandstone, of Elizabethan archi
tecture ; and stands' in grounds of some extents. Pro
fessor and his family have very comfo:rtable apartments 
in the building, and inhere are also a good library and 
various rooms where business is carried on and collections 
examined and sorted. We were delighted with the 
collection of American--[ndian curiosities, which ispje^rfect. 
It consi^'ts of dresses, weapons, ornaments, and everything 
c^^ected wiith the pursuits and occujpations of this 
rapidly disappearing race. All the ‘ Carrying Companies,’ 
both by sea and land, give their services' gratis to this 
Institut^e.

The Capitol is a magnificent building, and one ,of 
which Americans have every right tp be proud. The 
outside is white marble, and the architecture elaborate 
Corinthian. It 'has been alter'ed and added to at various 
ti^mes, and is not yet completed. At the grand entrance
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are several groups of sculpture, which do not deserve 
much praise. The building is in beautiful proportion,
inside as well as out. The principal staiicases and tlie^ii’ 
pillars are of coli^ured marble. The vestibules are paved 
with coloured t^il^es, and' there is _ a good deal of fresco in 
parts. In some of the commi-ttee-r^ooms ar*e good speci
mens of the latter art. The mos^t beautiful thing in t^he 
building is a pair of bronze door's, in one of the corridor-sj- 
Each door consists of four panels, representing scenes in 
the history of Columbus, with statuett^es in niches bor
dering the panels of some of the co;ntempOTary sover 
reigns and t^r^a^vellers connected with the history of the 
discovery of Ameri^ca. This is said to be the finest piece 
of bronze work in the woiIi! ; but I do not think it is as 
beaut^iful, and certainly not as delicate, as the little bronze 
temple at the Yuen Ming Yuen. The design for these 
doors was by an American artist, named Rogeir!; the 
casting by Ferdinand von Muller of Munich. Many 
persons must have seen the plaster cast of th^em, which is 
kept by Herr von Muller, among models of other famous 
works, at his foundry in Munich. • The Capitol library is 
large and well arranged. Ther’e^- was nothing very inter
esting going on in either house while we were t^t^er^e. In 
the Senate, I doubt whether we could have heard any
thing, even if we had much desired it, so great and con
tinual was the chattering kept up by those around. The 
whole building is open to the publi^c, and always t^hr-onged 
wi'th visitors. A large proportion of the gallery, running 
round both houses, is appropriated to ladies, who appear 
t^o" take great interest in politics, to judge by the numbers 
always presents. A smaller gallery is also reserved for 
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Negr^oes, and this also seemed always crowded. In the 
House the talking around us was les.s; hut it required 
one’s whole attent^ion 'to follow what was going on, as the 
repeated calls of ‘ Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker,’ from all parts 
of the house, the clapping of hands, and snapping of 

. fingers, to call the att^ent^ion of numerous little imps in 
butt^ons, who were rushing about with letters and mes
sages, the coi^j^itant moving about, and going in and out, 
were very distracting. Strangely enough, we happened 
to be present when the debate on the subject of sending a 
vote of sympathy to the Fenians in Ireland was going, on. 
An irascible little man,-the member for Massacl^-useitts, a 
thiorough Yankee in accent, was the proposer, and talked 
grandly and volubly on the extr^eme desirability of send
ing this vote of sympathy to the Fenians, and t^fiose 
‘ struggling for cons-titut^ional libeirty.’ He became furious 
when another member, taking a calmer view of t^hing^s, 
suggested that, as inhere were still so many seceded States 
in an unsettled and unsatisfactoi’y posit^ion, they had far 
better look at home, and not meddle wi’th their neigh
bours until they had settled their own affairs. *

We were agreeably surprised at finding the members 
of both Senate and House of Representatives more 
gentlemanly in appearance and manner than we had 
expected, from the descriptions generally given of t^h^m. 
I only saw t^wo members with their legs on t:h^. desks 
before them! Spitt^oons (one of the greatest horr^ois^^, of 
the cornntry) are, of course, indispensab^l^.

After going over t^lrose parts of the building to which 
the public are admitted, and one or two rooms to which 
Pr^ofesson H. gained us admitt^ain^ce, we climbed to t^he top
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of ■ the Dome, whence there is a fine view of the ci^y, t^he 
Pot^(^m^a^c, and f^he now famous Arlington Heights on the 
other side. Unfoirtunately the bridge across the river 
had been broken by ice-drifts, and was impassable. From 
here the original plan of the ci'ty can be t^iaiced. It is 
that of a wheel of t^welve spokes, radiating from the 
Capit^oL Broad avenues represent the spokes, the inter
mediate space being filled in and intersected by streets. 
Only one or two of the avenues, however, are at all com

- plete, and the ci’ty has far more the appearance of a 
number of detached villages, which have straggled on till 

• they have t^ouched each other, than of a regularly planned
and laid-oi-t city, which is besides one of the oldesit in the 
Statues. Its appearance is not nearly as finished as that 
of many cities which have sprung up within the last 
fifteen or sixteen yeairj; and t^here can hardly be a com
parison between the progress made in America and that 
made in Australia, where the roads alone thr^oughout the 
co^itry are far better than any we saw in America, except 
the one piece from San Fr^anujisco to Lobos Point, a dis
tance of only six miles. •

The Capitol grounds are not remarka^ble. There is a 
consservatory, but it is very small, and crowded with poor ■ 
tr^ees and plants, which have no room to grow, and look 
as miserable as caged animals. The Americans, as a rule,* 
seem far t^oo much occupied wi'th money-making and 
‘ business " to care for horticult^ur^e.

The Patent Office is a very fine building, of white 
marble in the Doric style. The south port^i^co is a copy of

* Except in New England, where flowers are much cultivated, and 
appear to thrive wonderfully. '

R R
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the Pant^heon at Rome. It is a pity that the steps lead
ing t^o the entrance are steep and narrow, as t^he effect is 
consiiderably marred t^^ei^e^by^. Ins^id^e, on the ground-^floor, 
are the Examiner’s Offices, Record Rooms, and Library^. 
The upper part of the 'building is divided into large halls, 
where are arranged, in glass-cases, the originals or models 
(amoi^i^Tting t;o many t^liousan^ds) of everything that has 
ever received its patent from this office. Here also are 
kept t^he presents, made by foreign coiurts to the Unit^ed 
States Ministers, such as Turkey carpets, Persian silks, 
Ja^panese screens, ; also relics of Washington’s camp 
equipage, and others of less interesting heroes, such as 
the hat and gloves worn by President Lincoln on the 
night of his assassinat^i^on. The internal decoration of this 
building cannot call forth much approbation. It is poly
chrome, and meant to be Pompeiian; but the result tor
tures one’s eyes by its want of taste and harmony.

Another day we spent at the Treasury. This is a 
magnific(^]^^ granite building. It occupies a square, of 
which one side is not completed. It is in the Ionic style. 
The#stone was brought from Dix ►l^sland, on the coa^rt of 
Maine. The pillars of the port^i^co are monoliths. There 
is an immense amount of business carried on here besides 
the actual Treasury work. We first went into some of 
the rooms belonging to the Lighthouse Board, to see 
models of lighth^ouses on the coast. Mr. M'Culloch 
(Secreltary to the Treasury) then gave us an order for 
the Treasury Departements. Unfortunat^ely, some t^ime 
ago, a lady in going over it caught her crinolin© in some 
part of the machinery, t^hereby causing serious damaj^e; 
since which time no ladies are admi'tted to the hydraulic
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print^in^g^-^works, where the most interesting process is 
carried on. The onJLy exceptions to this rule of non
admission had been the Queen of the Sandwich Islands 
and Madame RistonL

However, there was much that was interesting, which 
I was allowed to see, and which the chief engineer, who 
has had the entire arrangement .and organizing of it, 
was very polite in showing and explaining to us. 
Everything is done within -the building, and cliiefiy by 
wom^n; by which means employmei^'t is given to many 
who are not clever enough, nor suffii^i^i^n'tly well educated, 
for clerks, and not strong enough for harder work. For 
such work as counting sheets of printed notes, stamping 
numbers and figures upon them, cutting and arranging in 
bundl^es, strapping and packing in boxes, a vety moderate 
amount of intellect is requisite!. Indeed, so much even of 
this work is done by machinery, that in a sho:rt t^ime 
counting and sorting become perfectly mechanical, and it 
must be through the grossest carelessness if anything goes 
wrong. For example, in cutting the notes, t^wo girls are 
seated on eilther side of a machine, which has a cii^tt^er 
arranged according to the size of the note, and worked by 
a t^r^eac^i^e^. One girl puts a sheet of stamped paper from 
a packet beside her under the cutter, which, after divid
ing it into the right number of notes, passes them on to 
the girl on the other side, who receives and arranges them 
on a -l^ittle ti^a^y. After t^he cutter has worked a certain 
number of times it strikes a bell, which shows girl Number 
two, -that a certain number of notes are arranged on the 
tr^ay, and ready for removal, i^hie finger on a dial attaiched 
to the machine, which is lock^e^dt to prevent its being
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tampered with, records the number at the same time as 
the bed stiikLes, so that the smades't modicum of brains is 
sufEi<^i^^:n'fc for this work. This tray of notes is then passed 
on to a girl who counts tiiem, and gives a receipt, passing 
them on to another, who straps, numbers, and packs them 
in boxes, puttying her initials on each strap, t^hie^x-efore when 
co-unted once more by the clerk before being issued, if one 
is wanting, she is responsible for it. A most complete 
system of espionage is kept up throughout ; and if any 
loss occurs, it is not suffi(^i^<^nt for it to be made known or 
made good ; the missing paper, howsoever defaced or 
damaged it may be, has t^o be produced before one of the 
empl^oyees can leave the building, even t^^ough they have 
to remain inhere all night, as happened once or t^wdce when 
the establishment was in its infancy. This system cosit a 
good deal of tx^ouble to organize, but now works perfectly, 
and such a thing as the loss of even a f^^e-c<^]^'b note is un
known ; not, as the chief engineer said, because the girls 
are in reality more honest or conscientious than most of 
their class, but simply because it is impossible.

Until visiting the Treasury I was' under the impression, 
that one great advantage to the American Goveirnment 
of paper currency was, that when a note became so worn 
and dirty as to be almost illegible, it was swallowed up 
and lost ; but this is not so. As long as a note can be 
deciphered it is redeemable to its full value ; and every 
day a large number of these torn, dirty notes are sent in, 
from county banks and large firms) to be exchanged for 
the same amount in new not^es. The wom-o-ut notes were* f>

formerly burnt solemnly, with certain forms and cere
monies ; but .-it^hey are now t^urned to accoirn^it by being
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worked up again into paper, and made into envelopes. 
Most of the envelopes used in the establishment are made 
out of old not^e^.

There seems to be very pleasa^rt soci<ety in Washing
toon, and the foreign legations make it more cosmojpoll^itan 
than any of the other American ci-ties excej^it New York, 
where the foreigners are not of so good a tone. Sir 
F. Bruce’s house was almos-t out of . the city, standing half 
way up a steep hill. It was small hut comfooTtable, and 
made very pretty with curiosities brought from China. 
The steeps, leading to the entr'ance from the foo-t of the 
hill, had . been co-vered in, on a complete C^iinese models.

Our friends took us to one or i^wo receptions among 
‘great people.’ One at the White House, held by the 
daughter's of the Pr^esident^, After making our bows, or 
rather shaking hands with tiie^m, ^Professor H. l^ook us 
upstairs to present us to the President himself. We 
waited for a, long t^ime in an ante^-^i^oom, full of persons of 
all classes and ages,—ministers, generals of the army, 
rough-looking men who ■ might be mechanics or labourer's, 
poor women wi’th no bonnets on, and-children bringing 
pet^it^i^ons. At last we were sent- for, and graciously received 
by President John^s^on. Poor man ! Of all hard-worked 
people in the world I think the President of the .American 
Bepublic is quite the hardest worked and least t^hiank^ed, 
^»^tiich, in the case of stat^esmen, is saying a good deal 
His t^enure of office is so shorts, that if he is anxious t^o 
carry thr^ough any schemes of his own for the benef^-t of 
the country during his Pr^esidentship he must be prompt 
and perseve^ihi^cg; and being*public property, not only do 
ministers and thiose engaged in state affairs expect to see 
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and be beard of him, but every one who tables the fancy 
into his head thinks that he has a right to an audience 
from the Presidents.'' While we were in his room several 
people came in simply to shake hands with him, and hope 
he was quite well; and two ‘ gushing creatures,’ one old, 
the other young, to say, ‘how much they admired him, 
and how they always looked out for his speeches, and 
read tshem right through,’ It mus-t be almos-fc enough to 
drive any man crazy to be so coi^'tinuahy interrupted 
when there is so much real work to engage att^ent^i^on.

The White House is decidedly small for its functions. 
The recepti^on-r^ooms are handsomely furnished, but there 
is nothing to give the impression of a pala^ce. The absence 
of servants was striking, also the clumsy air of the t^wo 
01? three there were. At receptions, no full-dress is re
quisite, nor is inhere apparently any question of who may 
or may not be admitted. We also went to receptions at 
General Grant’s, who appeared shy and ill at ease, and as 
though the batt^l^e^-field would have been more congenial 
to him than acting hero to his admirers in his wife’s 
draw^ing^-r^ooms.

We spent one or two very pleasant evenings at Pro
fessor H.’s, meeting many clever, agreeable people. He took 
my father also one evening to a club formed by some of 
the. savans of the place, who mee-t fortnightly at each 
other’s houseis; but there was no ‘ gaiety ’ going on, as it 
was Lent, which is here kept very strictly^.

We were taken one morning see an unfinished
Medical Museum, which we were told was t^o be made 
very perfect. A number of ‘interesting horroi^ss’ were 
pointed out to us, one of them illustrating an operation
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the American surgeons find to be perfectly 
It is in the case of a bone having been so 

that formerly amputation would have been

which I had never heard of as being performed elsewhere, 
but which 
successful. 
shatt^ei'ed, 
i^ievita^ble. Now they find, that by extracting the whole 
bone from joint to joint, the limb is preserved so as to 
be serviceable to t^he owner. One of the army surgeons, 
who was taking us round the museum, showed us the 
bone of a man's arm in one of the glass-cases, which had 
been most terribly splintered between the shoulder and 
the elbow. He then sent for the man to whom it be
longed, who was employed on the premises, and made 
him use his arm, lift weights, raise it to his head, &c., 
which he was perfectly well able to do, though tliis arm 
(the right) was th a length of a joint shorter than t^he 
other. The quarters for those surgeons employed in this 
establishment were the only part finished, and mosit com-' 
fortable and well furnished they were. The American 
Governmei^it wisely act wi'th extreme liberal^'ty in this 
respect towards its servants. Wherever we went, the 
fu’S't tiling in the establishment of any Government insti- 
tut^i^on seemed to be the comfoi’table arrangemeinit of 
quarters for the ' officers to be employed in the institut^i^on, 
which has the double advantage of enabling th^em to 
establish tliemselves in their home, so as to be quite pre
pared to carry on the working of their respective depart
ments, as soon as t^he building should be complicated and 
the institut^ion opened, and also makes it worth while 
for the best and cleverest men to apply for and hold 
such appointment's^.

On leaving Washington we went to Annapolis to see-
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the Naval Academy. We had a letter to Admiral Porter, 
the Superintendent, wh# the following day took us oveir 

The grounds of't^he establishment are very pretty, 
and nicely laid out, wiith f;he academy and all its acces
sories on one side, and the houses of the tut^ors andJ •
pirofessors on the other. Though Annapolis is called ‘ on 
the Severn,’ it really stands on the shores of Chesapeake 
Bay, which here runs far inland in many creeks and 
branches, and has the small river Severn falling into it. 
The Academy has accommodation for 600 students, t^hough 
only about 500 were .there when we saw it. Each 
Senator and Member of Congress has t^wo nominat^ions, 
and the boys (rniidshipmen as they are all called) have 
to pass a somewlialb diff<^Tul^t examination before enter
ing* after which they receive pay at once—600 dollars 
per annum, and the most thorough education. The 
discipline is very st^r'i^ct^,. t;he work quite hard enough to 
keep them out of mischief, and they have everything 
they can desire in the way of amusements. A large 
gymnasium, wherein are also held periodical balls and 
dances!; a good library; cricket and baseball grounds, 
&c. They are taught everything practically, as well as 
tlieoret^i^cally^. Thirteen vessels, of diffe^’en't classes, are 
att^Eiched t^o the Academy, on one of which the midship
men have to live entirely for the first year of their resi
dence, learning all the minut;ije, not only of seamanship, 
but also of engineering and gunnery praci^ice. One class 
of boys (the Cadet Engineers) only remain here t^wo yearns, 
studying nothing but engineeri^ig. The number of sub
jects they mus't have studied^, and in which they must 
have passed examinations before they can enter*, this class,

' .> •
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is quite overwhelmi^ig to a mind of ordinary capi^c^itjy! 
The system of pi-ofessors seei^s^ very good. They are 
principally young ofG^^cers who have been educated here, - 
and after spending a couple of'years at sea, return as 
pr^ofessors for i^wo years only. This enables them t^o keep 
up their own kr^owledge, and prevents their becoming a 
mere i^(5aihing^-machine, which must almosib always be the 
case when a t^eacher has a permanent situab^i^on, wi'th the 
same perpetual grinding of new and raw material, to be 
gone thr^ough over and over again, as soon as a certain 
point has been attainied.

The State House at Anna^polis is hist^orically interest
ing, as having been the scene of ■Washingt^on’s resignati^on 
of his commission as Commander-in-Chie£ There are 
various pictur^es in the building, and among th^em one*re- 
presenting that scene.

The Houses were sitt^ing, and crowded wi^h very rough
looking people, listening to t^heir no less rough-looking 
representa^1^:^v^es. In the Chamber of Delegates, the good 
man who was ’ holding fo^h was, t^o judge by his voice and 
maundering manner, anything but as sober as he m^ht 
have been. Indeed _ the manners and language of the 
represental^ives here could only be adequately descr-ibed 
by Charles Dickens.

We left Annapolis for Philad^elphia, taking the daily 
steamer which runs up the Bay, to Balt^im^ol;e. At first 
t^li% coai^’t was very pretty, but became f^jatter and less 
interesting as we went on.

The ‘Ci^y of Brotherly Love’ is, like most of the other 
American cities, built in squai^es, with wide streets and 
avenues, and large houses. Americans will gravely statue,
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that Philadelphia is second to no city in the world, unless, 
perhaps, London or Pans; and In confirmation of this 

. statement add, that it'has one street which is ‘ forty miles 
lon^g! ’ They will not, however, add, that not a quarter, 
nor an eighth of t^his, is bui^^b upon, or even cultivated, 
but remains broken, commo^-liike land, with an apology 
for a road running thirough it;, on which a sign-board here 
and there informs the stranger that he is in a street, of 
which fact he would otherwise certainly have been 
ignorant^.

An old acquaintance of my father, who, having been 
United States' Minister in China, had, before his return 
to AmexT^ca, visited India and Europe, was living a few 
miles out of the city. He was now a practising att^orney, 
with a single writer^. Such are the vicissi^itudes a public 
man experiences in the course of a political career in 
Ame:ri^i^{^! We drove out about ten miles, more than 
once, to spend some hours with him and his family. He 
was a most agreeable old gent^leman, wi'th manners re
markable for courtliness, and which would, even in an 
Englishman, be described as being ‘ of the old school,' but 
which in an American are as rare as they are agreeable. 
The weather was so snowy and stormy, that, excepting 
these visits, we saw nothing of the co^itry round; and 
in the course of t^h^ese drives to Chesnut Hill there was 
nothing striking ‘in the scenery. There'’are a good many 
rather pretty, not too new-looking places, on the road, 
with some fine old trees and well-kept lawns. But the 
owners seem possessed of a strange infatuation in favour 
of the effigies of rampant wild"beasts among the tr^ees and 
shrubs, and unfortunate gods and goddesses (who, in the

I
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bitter cold weather, looked as if blankets or furs would 
have been mos't acceptable), standing in att^it^ucles or play
ing on musical instruments, all over their lawns. .

In the ci^y there seems little to see, either in the way 
of public buildings or instit^u^t^^ons. We were taken to 
the Girard College, an i^istitut^ion ' founded many years ago 
by an old man of that name, for the bringing up of orphan 
children. It was mea^^^t to be for t^hiose who had los't 
both parents, but, by a quibble of the law, has of late 
years been brough-t to receive t^^ose who have lost only 
their father^. The children are admitted at five years old, 
and kept t^ill they are fourteen, when they are placed at 
some trade, or in service. If not able to stay in their 
situat^i^on, they are re-admiitted while seeking other em
ployment, t^ill they are twenty years old. Mr^. Girard was 
an Atheist, and left strict orders that no clergyman of any 
denomination was to be adm^^ted within the walls. There 
is, however, a chapel-iroom, where the President of the 
College insists upon reading daily prayers, in the hope of 
S^^ving the poor children from growing up such utter 
heathens as the benevo^ei^-t but mistaken old founder 
would have wished.

We went over the Penitentiary here, which is sup
posed t^o be the best regulated in the Statues. It is on 
the sol^itary and silent system, which perhaps, to the 
chatterboxes one meets with in t^lie^s^e* regions may be 
what is intended, viz. the severest punishment possible 
for all except criminal cases. Other^wise one feels indig
nant to think of the enco^agement which crime receives, 
when remembering the m&ny honesit poor t^o whom the 
comfoi’table, clean, war^i rooms (all the cells a»e heated
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wit^h, hot-water pipes), good food, and plenty of it, which 
these malefactors enjoy, would be such a boon. Every 
cell has a yard for exercise. There is a good library. 
If they have a taste for art, t^hey may cover their cell 
walls with pictures and prints, or, as in one we saw, wi'th 
fresco. The prisoner who had been confiaed there for 
some time had extracted the dye from the yam which he 
had to weave, and made paint-brushes out of his own'haii;. 
They may spend their time in making anything they like 
for sale, which, if they are in prison for any length of 
t^ime, enables them to amass a small fortune by the time 
t^hey leave. 
occun^ence. 
cular plan.’

There is 
with a well-conduced service ; and another, to which we 
were taken to see a fine piece of monumental sculpture, 
where the reverse was the case. The font in the latter is 
a curious proof of the carelessness of some people with re
gard to what they use for the service of the Chru^(31\ The 
basin was, we were told, sent out for a fountain, but the 
gentleman who had ordei^eci it failed, and sold it to the 
parish as a font. Inside are carved, in bas-relief, fish, 
whose snouts stick out of the white marble all
The basin is suppor:ted upon the heads of three naked 
little boys, holding in- their hands the "emblems of the 
Cru^cifixionu

In Philadelphia we saw many very pretty faces ; more 
so,. I think, than in most placte3: but the eye soon tires 
of the small doll-like type which prevails all over the 
country, f One such face seen elsewhere, with the pretty

No wonder re-comimi^itals are of cojn^^S^janh 
The building is consitructed upon the ‘cir-

one very pretty little church here (St. Mark’s),

rounds.
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childish featui^es, the large eyes, and the bright com
plexion, seems lovely ; but seeing the same, only slightly 
varied, over and -oo^e^r again, is decidedly t^iring^. There is 
rarely any intellect in th^ese pretty American faces, and it 
is only in extr^eme youth that^, their beauty lasts. A 
remarkable fact is the absence of any handsome middle
aged, or beautiful old ladies. The former are sometimes 
t^o be seen, but are generally * made up* wi'th paint and 
rouge; and the latter seem t^o disappear from the scene 
altogether, when once the fact that they are * old ladies ’ 
has been established. The young ladies think a chaperone 
at halls or parties quite unnecessary ; and if an old lady 
does appear at the table d’hote, it generally calls forth 
a mental question as to whether she could ever have 
resembled one of the bright litt^le figures seated near^, 
and whether they will ever resemble her. The well- 
educated ladies seem generality. looked upon as * blue,’ 
and they affect short hair, spectacles, and a peculiarity 
of cost^ume which makes one feel afraid of anything so 
imposing^. ‘

The extraordjnEuy. attention shown to ladies in this 
country seems t^o me rat^^er, exaggerat^ed. Not that an 
American gentleman will not do anything in the world 
for a lady ■ ; but a good deal of t^his struck us as being 
because the ladies look after themselves so well, that the 
gentlemen would soon be called to order did they not^. 
The following anecdote will explain what I mean. In 
America, any reluctance on the part of a lady to go in an 
omnibus is not comjprehended,- and she gets in and out of 
street-cars and omnibuses, ^nd goes about in them alone, 
quite independently. Sometimes the vehicles are so full
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that people have to stand up, holding on by leather straps 
hung from a rod in the middle of the car. Of course it 
is customary for gentlemen, should they be seated when 
a lady appears and the car is full, to give her their seat, 
and to stand in the very uncomfoirtable position it must 
be, clinging with might and main by this leathern stra^p. 
One day a friend of ours was in a very full car, where 
inhere was no more room even to stand. A woman, with 
a large market-basket, insisted upon forcing her way 
into the car, though repeatedly assured that there was 
no room. The street-cars run every five minutes, some- 
t^imes ; so our friend, though acknowledging that
he did wrong, finding that she would make good her 
entr^a^nce, determi^ied she should be punished for her 
obstinacy, and kept his seat^. The woman looked round, 
saw that the seat nearest the door was occupied by a 
gentleman who did not offer it to her, and without a 
moment’s hesitation sat herself and her market-basket 
down on his knees, thereby obliging him to give up his 
plaice. Sometimes a freedom of manner, which, though 

"■ perfectly unintent^i^onal, hardly betokens that ‘chivalrous 
respect ’ of which one hears so much, is striking among 
Ameritcai^E}; for instance, a gentleman sitting nfe;^it a 
lady in a railway car, and entering into conversation 
with her, will thr^ow his arm across the back of her seat, 
or brush the dust off her cloak, muff, or even bonnet
strings (I speak from, personal experien^ce), in a way that, 
from a casual acquainta^nce, would in England be start^ling, 
to say the leas't of it^. American ladies often seem to take 
politeness to th^emselves for granted, and from t^hemselves 
as unnecessary. I hope there are not many English
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ladies who, if a gentleman, comjLng out at a door when 
they were going in, stood on one side and held it open for 
t^hem, would pass through, almosit "'knocking him down, 
without a bow, or ‘ Thank you,’ or the slightest acknow
ledgment of the courtesy. But here, I do not remember 
more than once, out of the innumerable times my father 
did so, that he received a ‘Thank you, sir;’* and we 
often observed, that in things of that sort, tliough an 
American would, if an acquaintan^ce, be vastly part^i^cular, 
he would push past a stranger through the door, or let 
her step into the guttler, without the slightest com- 
punct^^on. The whole system of ‘ manners and customs ’ 
is the most paradoxical imaginable. By ‘ strange:^,’ I 
meant a person met in the street, or in an hotel passage ; 
for, once seated, in a railway car together, t^ie same man 
would jump out at one of the stat^ions where meals are 
provided, and, careless of the curtailment of his always 
limited t^ime, take the utmost pains to procure some'thing 
eatable for a lady who did not care to get out to be 
hustled and j'ostled among all the passengers, though he 
might have seen her for the fi^-s^t t^ime in his life half an 
hour previously. And in theh^cUne way, t^hough the ladies 
would -take no notice whatever of the door being held 
open for them, yet once when in a street-car my father 
got up and offeired his seat to a young lady, she refused 
it, saying, ‘ Keep your seat, sli*: I think I m better able 
t^o ^ttmd than you ar<B:’ wlucli, though rather uncompli
mentary, showed a proper and unusual veneration for 
a^e.

* Americans always use the word ‘ Sir.' Gentlemen to gentlemen, 
ladies to gentlemen, and daughters to their fathers. "
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On our return to New York, after .leaving Phila
delphia, we found that one of our friends had taken 
rooms for us at the Clarendon Hotel, a much quieter and 
more comfoir^able house than i^he Fifth Avenue. But we 
only stayed here a couple of days, and then went on to 
Boston, where we passed a delightful fortnight. The
eight hours’journey Inhere was rather fatiguing, the cars 
being more than ordinarily crowded, owing to a wind
storm, which prevented a steamer, running between New 
York and Boston, from putting to sea. But good fortune 
att^ended us, and thrrew us in with the President of the 
Boston and Pirovidence line, who took us under his pro- 
t^ect^i^on. He was one of the inst^amces, which we found , 
to be almost invar^iable, of an American who had lived for 
some time in England, and seen a good deal' of English 
people, being made very angry when hearing his fellow
countrymen abusing ^h^em. He said the geneiall^i^ty of 
t^liose who did so were people who, arriving at Liv^erpool 
one morning, were disgusted with its smoke and dirt, 
t^ook their seats for London in the f^;rst t>]?ain, crossed over 
to Paris from London by the fLLrstt'bjoat, and then con
sidered themselves comjpet^^nt judgres. I am afraid it is 
much the same with regard to what ‘mosit English people 
say of Americans, and in both cases t^he more either sees 
of the other in his own country, the more they appreciate 
each other.. Certainly, ‘ tr^aivelling ' Engl^ish, as a rule, are 
nearly as obnoxious as ‘ travelling ' Americans.

Our kind Mends in New York had given us lett^er^s, 
and wri-tten privately to relations and friends in Boston. 
A gentleman, when askings to whom we had intro- 
duct^i^ons^* said, ‘ If you ' go to Boston with an inti^oduction
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to one of the nice people there, that is quite suflfc^ier^t; 
you well soon know all the nice peq^^lie;’ and so we cer
tainly found it. There never were such unbounded 
hospi't'ali'ty and kind^iess as we met with during our 
stay, and engagements were as numerous as during the 
season London. ' There is not much in Boston to 
see in the way of public buildings or instit^ut^it^r^s. • It is 
much more like an English town (and the New Englanders 
pride t^liemselves on this fact) than any other in America. 
The streets are delightfully crooked, and not named First;

, Second, Third, &c. In the' hotel inhere was a musty, fusty^, 
snuffy' smell, which .^was quite refreshing, and reminded 
one;. of • an-old-fashioned, E^ng^lish, co'ui^'try inn. Moreover, 
for tihe first time since our arrival in A^merica we found 
no spitf^oons in our sitting-^ioom i The old. smell in our 
roo]^!5 ■•soon gave way to that • oi: the delicious flowers, 
which' here, more than • anywhere else, seemed to be prized 
and highly cultivated, and beautiful bouquets of which 
used to be sent to me coiis-tantly^.

The chiming of church-bells on Sunday morning had 
a pleasant home srnu^d; and the whole appearance, man- 
nei* voice, and dress of the people in New England, re
semble 'their kindred in the old country far m^ore than 
in&ny other part of the Stat^es.

We had the great pleasure here of making Mr. Long
fellow’s acquai.ntan^ce. He was familiar with our name, 
being <n adm.irer oft^he works ofmy great^-uncle, Hookham 
Frmr3; and certainly nothing covild be less stra^nger-like 
than our brief ent^e^lcourse. Mr^. Longfellow lives at Cam
bridge, about four miles out of'Boston, in the house which 
^as General Washington’s head-quarters befpre the battle 

' ’S 8 ,
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of Bunker’s Hill—a house well fi’tted, from appearance 
and association, to be the residence of a poet. It is like 
an old English manor-house, with low, not very large, but 
comfoiTtable rooms, opening one out of the other, and in 
them some’very nice pictuires, and multitudes of books. 
The poet’s own ‘ den ’ is perfect, and fragrant wi’th the 
blossom of an orange-tree growing ther^e^.

We had also the pleasure of meeting Pr’ofessor Agassiz, 
Mr. Lowell the present Pr^ofessor of Poetry at Cambridge, 
and many other celebi^jated and learned mem People in 
other parts of America laugh much at Bostonians for their 
concei^it about learnings. We certainly there met more people 
of education, as Englishmen understand that word, than 
anywhere else in the conn^t^iry; and though we were told 
that Bostonians were very reserved and col<l—likte 
English people, you know!’—to strangeirs: we, as strangers, 
can testify to the reverse. Nothing could exceed the 
kindness and att^ent^ion we received from one and all of 
t^hose whose acquaintance we made while ther’e.

rjrom the cupola of the State House we gained a good 
view, and learned the ‘ lay of the land,’ which Jjefore was 
somewhat incomprehensible. Boston was formerly, it 
seems, a peninsula, connected wi’th t;he continent by a 
very narrow strip of land. Of late years, however, a 
great deal of ground has been reclaimed on either side of 
this connecting strip, raised and buil-t upon, so that a 
new circle of buildings is springing up round the original 
New England village, conneciting it wiith Brookline, 
Milton, and Cambridge, tiU it is diflii^iult to discern that 
they are not all one. Thetbay is very irregular and in
dented, has many little islands dotted about, and in
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summer must be very prett^y. There is nothing par- 
t^icular to be seen in the State Houf^e; the most curious 
thing being, I t^hink, the Record-^kee^pei?—the drollest 
litt^le morsel of antiquity I ever beheld, looking as if he 
might himself have come over with Charles the First’s 
Charter, which he showed us with great pride, adding, 
while so doing, * P’raps you may remember that Charles 
the First was afterwards beheaded !’

J _

There is a great deal that is interesting in many 
ways to be seen at Cambridge, though the colleges them
selves very much resemble old red-ln’ic^l* factori^t^s^., Mr. 
Gray, the Pi?ofessor of Botany, was our cicerone. In his 
own department ther'e was t;t^en litt>le except a valuable 
hortus siccus.

Pr^ofessor Agassi^s was, unfortunately, engaged t^he 
day we spent at Cambridge, and could not accompany 
us over his Museum himself. He had lately returned 
from a several months’ sojourn in South America, 
whence he had brought -innumerable specimens of natural 
history in almos't every form. Not onedhalf of the col
lection had' been unpacked, but what had been opened 
and arranged would occupy weeks of study. The litt^l^e, 
old German curator seemed a perfect enthusii^st; and T 
am afraid was rather hurt at our pleading the lateness of 
the hour as an excuse for not visiting the cellar’s, in 
which are stored* gallons of specimens in alcolh^l: the 
odour of which is so potent, that the Pr'ofessor himself 
con&ssed to being unfit company for any one possessed of 
at all a delicate sense of smell after a day’s work among 
t^^iem. The interest of the iwork, I suppose, deadened 
every other sensibility, for the little curator deposed -to
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Hiking the smell rather than otherwise, and seemed 
slightly astonished, not to say offended, that any one else 
should not share his t^ast^e. *

There is a fine collection of beautiful engravings in 
the library, to which tfiey were bequeathed by a gen
tleman who never heard of a good engraving of any 
picture wilthout sending for it. Some of those taken from 
the, It^alian and German galleries of ‘anciee^-t massteirs’ 
were exquisite. '

In the Music-hall in Boston is one of the largest organs 
in the world, which is played for an hour by a very good 
organist once or t^wice a-week. Unfortunat^ely, the build
ing is not a tenth of the size required to do just^ice to t^he 
power and tones of such an insti’umeni^.

We were invited to many pleasant dinner, evening, 
■ and musical parities, and were taken, the evening before 

leaving Boston, to a meeting of ■ the ‘ Ladies' Social Club.' 
The meeting is held once every ten days at diffei'ent 
houses, the kind of entertainment being decided upon 
by the lady of the house,—music, recitat^i^ons, charades, 
tableaux, according to the taste of the family. Gentle
men are by no means excluded, but they come as guest^s. 
This evening’s amusemei^t was, unfortunately, an experi- • 
ment, that of having a professional reader, who was not 
at all up to the mark, except in broad farce, where she 
was quite at home.

I was much interested while here in seeing a classs of 
deaf and dumb children being tahght to speak, and to 
understand what was said to them by a person speaking^. 
The success that has attended the lady, who is now the 
superintendent of a large class of children, and some boys
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and girls of fifteen or sixteen, seems almos't incredible. 
She was a gover’ness, and having heard of a lady who had 
taught her little deaf and dumb daughter to airticulate, 
and t^o understand from watching the motions of a person’s 
lips, what was being said to hey (in* fact, hear with her 
eyes instead of her ears), she learnt, before tasking charge 
of a little deaf and dumb pupil, the system this lady had - 
pursued, and was so successful that she now devotes heir-" 
self entir^elyr. to the education of deaf and dumb children on ’ 
this syst^em. The principle is, that th^ose bom deaf, or 
becoming so ’ in early childhood, are not necessarily dumb, 
and can therefore be taught to articulate when once able 
to read from another person’s lips. The results of th^is 
lady’s (Miss Rogers) t^eaching are astonishing and most 
satisfactory. One could hardly believe that the row of 
ea^er little faces, watching for the sums she was giving 
them to work on their slates, or the questions she was 
asking in a low, gentle voice, belonged to t^hose who could 
not hear a word. Some, who had been long under her 
care, also spoke quite distinctly, only now and then 
making use of a curious idiom, or mispronouncing some 
word, of which the pronunciation could only be att^a^ined 
by hearing. Other^wise, excerpting for the very earnest 
way in which they watched the lips of 'those speaking 
to them, and followed every movemei^lt wi^h their own, 
one .would haj^fl^ have noticed anything peculiar about 
t^hem ; certainly nothing that would lead one to suppose 
that^,. were these children to shut their eyes, the loudest 
voice could convey no words to their mind. Before 
leaving, the friend who had taken me t^o the examination 
asked the mother of onie of the children, the first upon*
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whom the plan had been tidied, to bring her another 
little girl who had been some t^ime under tuit^i^on, and 
a young man of about eighteen years of age, who had 
only lately begun learning, into another room, that we 
might hear t^hem quietly, and speak to them ourselves. 
She did so, and we proved fully, that it was not only 
t^h^ose to whose speaking they were accustomed whom 
they could understand, but that they could follow any one 
who would take the tr^ouble to speak to them rather 
slowly, and with a little more motion of the lips than 
people generally use.

The last ten days of our stay in America we spent at 
New York, where the weather had now become perfect, , 
The sky, as seen Hom the streets, was as clear and free 

from smoke as in Pa^r^^s.
Among other pleasant excursions which our friends 

devised for us was one to West Point, the American 
Woolwich. We had a letter t^o Colonel Black, the 
Comimandant of the Military Academy, who took us over 
it^. The work seems extr^emely hard, and the discipline 
almost t^oo strict, one fancies, for cadets who are not boys 
but young men, some of them five or six-and-twenty 
years of age. The Academy is on the other side of the 
Hud^son, wh^clu is crossed by a ferry*^firom Garrison, t^wo 
hours by rail from New York. It standii./^'^A^tesephiijd, 
and the views, looking eiisher up on dows^^^^dver, are 
lovely. We found a wonderful difh^’ence in the appear
ance of t^he coun-try when not cohered with snow, and 
with the river flowing. ''

We also spent one very-plea.siint day in making real 
our acquaintanca with ‘Sleepy Hollow,’ ‘ Woolfeirt’s Roost),’
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and other places so well known by name through Wash
ington Irving’s chiu'ming tales. About one hour by rail 
took us t^o Tarrytown, on the left bank of the Hudson. 
We drove first to ‘ Sunnyside,’ the * Woolfert’s Roost ’ of 
‘ Kni^Ckei^bocker’s New Yoirlk; . where Mr. Washington 
IiTving’s daughters still reside. It is a pretty little old- 
fashioned house, standing considerably above the river, 
the banks’ of which here rise abruptly, and to some height, 
on ei'ther side, and with beautiful views from the garden. •

We then paid a visi^t to Mr. Bierstadt, one of the best 
American art^ists, whose ‘ Storm in the Rocky Mountains ’ 
was exhibi-ted for some t^ime in London, and so deservedly 
admired. We found him engaged on another much larger 
picture, and promising, as far as it was possible to judge 
of it in its unfinished statue, t^o be a beautiful work. It is 
a scene in the Yo Semi^te Valley, and a most tr^ut^hful re- 
presentat^i^on. I believe the ‘ Storm in the Rocky Moun- 
t^ains,’ t^hough taken from naturae, was a made-up picture, 
but t^his is not the case with the Yo Semite Valley picture ; 
we could recognise every rock, and almost every tree and 
mark upon the rocks. From Mr. B.’s house, which stands ' 
high above the river, there is a very extensive and beau- 
t^iful view. The Hudson was covered with sails of all 
descriptions, and there were no ugly, roaring steamers, to 
disturb itp.; "alm, placid surface on^ that lovely spring 
day.

#On our way t^o the country-house of Mr. Aspinwall, 
one of the merchant-princes of New York, whither our 
friends were taking us to see what a corn^itry residence 
in America can be like, we passed the little old Dutch 
church and churchyard, in a dingle below which one
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could quite picture ’t^he scene in ‘ Sleepy Hollow ' whei’e 
Brom Bones t^hi’ows away his pumpkin-head and frightens 
poor tipsy Ichabod Crane out of his wits.

On the 11 th of Apri^ we said good-bye to our kind 
friends in New York, crossed in the ferry to Hoboken, 
and there embarked on board the Hansa,' one of the 
North German Lloyd line of packets, running between 
New York and Bremen, hut stopping of^ Cowes to drop 
any English passengers who may happen to he on 
board.

Our passage was rough and stormy, the passengers 
unintei'esting, and the weather cold ajid raw. The 
steamer, however, was very coimfoi^-table, the captain and 
of^ijers most civil and att^ent^i^v^e, the servants good, and 
the table excellent^. I have never been in a boat where 
it was so little like being on board-ship.

And here ends my journ^a^l. On Easter Day, the - 21 st, 
we sighted dear old England, passed the Lizard about 
4 p.m., and expected to be at Cowes at 2 a.m. next morn
ing^. We did not think it worth while to go to bed, and,- 
consequently, sat up all night, as we only arrived there at 
six o’clock on Easter Monday. What a - morning it weas! 
so bright, cool, and fresh, with the Isle off Wight and 
Hampshire coast looking strangely and-Xrilli ant^y-green. 
One does not wonder that foir^ii^m^rss^^^^reN^i.tylu’st more 
struck wi’th- the greenness of England 4han a*i^hing e^^e ; ‘ 
for, after some years' absence, one beholds-it again tsc? 
wonder at anything so beautiful. The disrmb^^lrki^ng. at 
Cowes is the only thing which might be a disadvantage 
in coming by t^his line: a small opem boat, with a steam-
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engine to move it, being the only conveyance for leaking 
passengers and their baggage up the long reach of 
Southampton Watei\ .

How clean, quiet, and homelike it seemed, slotting at 
breakfas-t in Radley’s Hotel, being waited upon by the 
respectful, quietly-dressed chambermaid, and prosy old 
waiiita?; how table and roomy the English first-

class caririjaj^ce; how beautiful the gleaming lights and " 
fleeting showers of that t^h^oroughly April day; how 
refreshing the sight of green meadows, with primrose- 
covered banks, and groups of t^re^es, looki^^g as if placed 
there solely with the view of pleasing the eye; * how 
soolthing' the old houses, wi^h gable-ends and moss- 
covered walls, as we sped rapidly along towaa'ds the dear 
old home ! There it is ' at last, the beautiful old church- 
t^ower, wi^^h its bells, of which we are so proud, ringing 

. out that pealing wele<^]m<5! Ah!' t^hough it i^s an old and 
trite saying, and t^hough people may think • it does not 

’ need a voyage round i^he world to discover the i^ruth of 
it, it is only on returning from such a voyage that one 
truly and th^oroughly feels how • there is no place like 
‘the dear old home,’ and' the still dearer ‘©d familiar 
fa^»es!’
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