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Very Rev, Fr. T. M. F. LONG w11,

BORN : 22nd APRIL 1896

Ordained Priest -  Easter Sunday 1920
Joined St. Patrick’s - Jammary 1921
Rector - 1936 To 1954

Died - 30th April 1961

(On ”ua occasion oﬂ "w retease o.ﬂ a

Commemorative Stamp in his honour
ON

22nd MAY 1990
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Our Heavenly Patron

The Breastplate of St, Patrick

May the strength of Ged guide me this day,
And may His power preserve me.
May the wisdom of God instruct me;
The eye of God watch over me;

The ear of God hear me:
The word of God give sweetness to my Speech:
The hand of God defend me;

And may I follow the way of God.

Christ be with me, Christ before me.
Christ behind me, Christ within me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ at my right hand, Christ at my left.

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me
Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks to me.

Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me. Amen.
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The College Anthem

Alma Mater! blest sanctum of learning,

Where the mind is adorned with rich lore,
Apnd each tutored faculty’s yearning

Is sated and taught to seek mores.

Chorys :

Alma Mater/ fond nurse of my childhood,
So indulgent, yet prudently firm,

Thy affection and smile cheer my beyhood.
And foster each heavenly germ.

Alma Mater! whosc love brocks no fetter
To the heart thou doth culture with toil,
:Tis that science and art may thrive better,
When rooted in virginal soil.

~ Alma Mater! when tired and faint-hearted,
In our minds mist and sorrow arise,
This glad secret your lips then impart
The cross is both light and reposes

Alma Mater! when launched on life’s ocean,
Oft temptation must needs try thy child;
Oh/! where all tends to stifle devotion,
Pray, Mother, lest 1 be defiled.

Alma Mater! handmaid of Saint Patrick,
May thy mission like his soon be crowned,
And our Lanka, by Faith's spark electric
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THE TRIUMPH

“ Venit, Vidit, Vicit”
(He came. He saw. He conquered)

These famous words in Latin, slightly modified, are ever so applicable to Fr. Long to
whom this special Souvenir of the ‘Patrician Sunshine’’ is respectfully and gratefully dedicated:
Our joy knows no bounds. Our hearts are too full for words. It (the Stamp) certainly is a triumph
for the motto of the O.B. A. “'Pro Veritate et Justitia’’ i. e: for Truth and Justice.

For some years now we have been trying to tell the truth abovt Fr. Long. But for reasons
unknown which mystify us, this great Rector and,allép)'s 0 ugzentall bours have been ignored and
lesser mortals have been glorified and their memory ﬁe?pgt&t&t“f ¢ God of Truth however has
made us triumph and as we rejoice in the fruition of our relcnﬁess pursuit of justice we raise our
hearts and minds to God in thanksgiving for the fulfilment of our purpose. [t is also a triumph
for the motto of the College “Fide et Labore™ i. e: by Faith & by Labour. Yes, by faith in God and man
and by dint of hard labour we have got what we wanted and set out to prove

We are overwhelmed. For a time we were sceptical but the flood of articles and messages
we received from around the worid simply swept us off our feet. It also made the woik of the
Editor both easy and difficult: easy because he has been spared the difficulty of baving to econd-
ense or cram an enormous amount of thoughts and ideas into the limited space of an editorial
by the numerous and lengthy discourses and treatises on the subject: difficult because the Editor
was in a quandary as to which ones to choose for publication.

Anyone with the true Patrician cachet will, we are sure, feel a sense of pride and elation
surging through his veins as he reads through the pages of this magazine, They do certainly
warm the cockles of one’s heart. The issue of the stamp is also a triumph for all the lofty ideals
for which Fr. Long stood. It is a triumph for the efficacy of Prayer too which was Fr. Long’s
chief weapon and the secret of his success and which he recommended to everyone. It is a triumph
for the indomitable Patrician spirit irspired by this almost supernatural being. That his statue
alone of all should have escaped unscathed the ravages of recent times and stood majestically and
defiantly is a triumph in itself. And our triumph is all the greater when we consider the fact that
even after the lapse of over a quarter century since he' went to his eternal reward Fr. Long is still
strong and is going to be with us in the shape of a stamp. Perhaps he does not want to leave us;
his spirit still hovers over us. As you'll see when you read through these pages (and we’d exhort
you to read them from the first to the last despite their length and repetition) especially the extracts
from the letters to Fr. Louis Ponniah O, M. I. which are so poignant, that he has loved us too
much to be separated even in death., When comes such another?
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Oh Father Tim ‘thou art mighty yet, thy spirit walks abread’ and thou hast triumphed
indeed] We can see that there is a consensus among all writers that Fr. Long not only deserves
to be honoured with a stamp but also with something much more. No one is going to be so
knavs as to deny that. And that we wish to believe is to preserve and protect the finest legacy
which he has bequeathed us namely his deep Faith and Piety. It is for us then to follow the
path he has shown us and work our way up to Heaven when ‘nolens volens’ we come to the end
of our lives. If we achieve that we would certainly and truly have triumphed and rightly celebrated
this occasion with great eclat. Then and then only could we sing triumphantly :

¢1 fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless,

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness ;
Where is death’s sting ? Where, grave thy victory ?
I TRIUMPH still, if THOU abide with me.’

To borrow a blessing from ‘our dear Rector’s own native land: ‘““May his shadow never
grow less |? o § '

Vivat Rector Bonuys.! |
Long live our good Rector!

g . i ; c A 'jédt'ﬁ’#_ 14

The GRreatesT HEero is he who makes his enemy his friend.
£ e THE TALMUD

Let us sink €I’ and ¢ mine’in common nationality to be __tful_y_ free.
' — MAHATMA 'GANDHI
; .GOD brings m_én into . deép waters, not to drown -them; but to cleanse

them. ; e ise .
a~ AUGHEY
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1. Our Heavenly Patron
2. Editorial.

3. Our Beloved Pontiff.
4. Two Rectors. (With: apologies to Dryden):
Messages From:
5. His Bxcellency - the Apostolic Pro - nuncio.
6. His Grace, the Archbishop: of Colombe.
7. The Hon. Minister of Posts & Telecommunications.
8. The Bishop of Mammar.
9. The Chief Pastor of JFaffna.

10. The Bishop of Trinco - Batticaloa.

11. The Bishop Emeritus of Trinco - Batticaloa,

12. Letter from Sr. Josephine Fynan. ;

13, Message from His Grace, Archbishop Emeritus of Kuala Lumpur.
14, Message from The Rector, St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna:

15. Meassage from The Superior Gegeral of the Oblates.

16. Message from The Rector of lona College.

7. Message from The Govt. Agent, Jaffna.

18. Message from The Municipal Commissioner, Jaffna.

19. Message from the President, O. B A., Colombo.

20.  The Celebration Committee, :
21. The great Oblate Missionary - by Very Rev. Fr. Paut Byrne O. M. L
22. Long Live Fr. Long-by Rev. Fr. Marcelipe Jeyakody O. M. 1.

-3. A True Friend of Jjaffna College - by Rev Dr. S. Jebanesan.

24. My Grateful Tribute - by Dr. Jaya Pathirana.

5. wrp ws@s wrpis Carw sysart -sorfS J. P.C. HSeliev J. P.
26. The Wizard of St. Patrick’s - by Mrs. Margaret Saverimuttu,

27. An Irishman from Jaffna - by Mr. A. J, Canagaratoa,

28. Extracts from letters to Fr. Louis Ponniah O.M, L.

29. Qpuweare QUTPL........... yaai *“Gecworpeir’

30. The Funeral Oration- by Rev. Fr. P.J. Jeevaretnam O. M. I.

3. @Qoery yspueL.$s gpal - “wrp Qguiub’.

32. Fr. Long & the International Year of Alphabetism - by Rev. Fr, L. B. Rayappu O.M.1

33; The Indomitable Swami Long - by Mr. C. Vamadeva.

34. An Educationist par excellence - by Mr. Augustine Saverimuttu.

35. Qurpeyi Corh Syasaller veflsger - S@m. Hrrar@av Qeear Gupd.

36. I Remember Fr. Long With Love -by Mr. K.S. Santiapillai,

37. The First Ever School Boy to Participate in the A. A. Meet - by Mr. M.G.
Gunasingham.
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38.
39.

41,
42,
43,
44,
43.
46.

47.
48,
49,

51,

52,
53,

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

60.
61.

Good Old Days at St. Patrickss - by Dr. A. Dunusinghe.

Father Tim Long- A. Winsome Personality - br Mr., Cyril Chinniah.

The Last Days of Fr. Long.

Fr. Long the great Pedagogue- by Mr. D. S. Gnanapragasam.

The Power & the Glory of Priesthood.

The Many Facets of Fr. Tim Long - by Mr.Jaya Wijayaratnam.

The Intrepid Irishman - by Mr. Edward Selvanathan.

Long of Jaffna - by Mr. B.J. Vincent.

Card guysmridar A% sp5 Ppsdr - srel HsTsen.

A Guiding Star - By Mr. A. Adaikalam.

The Champion of Human Rights - by Mr. Eugene Matiampillai.

My Schooldays Under Fr, Long - by Mr. W. J. Navaratnam.

Fr. Long the Martinet - by Mr. W. Benedict.

A Powerful Personality - by Dr. M. Sundaralingam.

Bitter Sweet Memories - by Mr. A. J. Stanislaus.

Ysr Corafedar wsPwr - Sw. Gurpdw o @, Qurefmsd.

wenfl g - @. X. R, dpmrer&en.

A Lady’s Testimony by Miss Hippolita Saverimuttu.

wryp wisersQasary yés sofl wet Hw. S. J. FETLETLSD

A great Missionary with A Difference by Mrs. A. Saminather, J. P.

A Great Father and Guide by Mr. A. Antony. J. P, U.M.

Frs. Charles S. Matthews & Timothy M. F. Long O.M.I An: Appreciation by
Mr. P. S. Dionysius

The Rector The Law and The Layman by Mr. V. Nadarajah J. P., U. M.

Hony General Secretary’s Report. — THANKS
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Two Rectors in Erin and in England born
Did St. Patrick's with grace adorn;
Dunne’s Fame for scholarship still doth last
Matthews in actions great surpassed:

Fair Lanka needed a strain more strong
She joined the two to make a Long.
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The Apostolic Pro-nuncio

It is always a great pleasure and privilege for me as the Representative of the
Holy Father, to associate myself with all Catholic Institutions and Organisations.
Therefore it is with great joy and happiness that 1 send this message to the Old Boys’
Association of St, Patrick’s College, Jaffna on the occasion of the release of a Com-
memorative Stamp in honour of Very Rev. Fr. T.M. F. LONG O. M. I. by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka.

St. Patrick’s is one of the foremost Catholic educational Institutions in Sri Lanka.
All its Rectors who were mostly French and Irish have contributed to the greatness of
St. Patrick's but perhaps Fr. Long’s contribution is the most appreciated. It is a -pride
and honour for ail Patricians, past and present. I compliment the OBA on this great
achievement. Fr, LONG has certainly done quite a lot not only in eduation but also
in other fields throughout Lanka,

Like the lotus that germinates in ponds in this country and. finally reaches the
surface of the water and blossoms in all its beauty so schools like St. Patrick’s through
the calibre of Rectors like Fr, Long have made generations of Students blossom into full
manhood. May St. Patrick’s continue to foster its great ideals for years and years to
come.

I join the O.B. A, the Rector, Staff and Students of St. Patrick’s in rejoicing
with them on this momentous occasion and impart my Apostolic Blessing.

v Archbishop Francois Bacque

Apostolic Pro-nuncio,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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It gives me great joy to send this message to ¢ The Patrician Sunshine

which will honour one of Sri Lanka's repuled missionaries and educationists, Late Rev.
Fr. T.M. F. LONG OMI,

It is quite fitting for those who are connected to St, Patrick’s College, Jaffna,
to commemorate this past Rector, the eminent educationist whom his past pupils now
advanced in years recall as a friend, philosopher and guide. His love for Jaffna and
its people's love for him, it is said, was due to his personality than to his aectivities:
He was a person with a mind and manner of his own but was open and adaptable to
others,

His activities had been almost exclusively educational and consequently had a great
impact on the young lives of many a student of the North of that time. He has opened
various avenues for the students of Jaffna to excel in their character and talent, In sports
he insisted on team-work and fairplay. A famous debate organized by Fr. Long had been
“Does man make the age or the age the man’’. which it is said drew the attention of
respected citizens of Jaffna. As a Cadet Master he had trained students in discipline and.
hard work. All these were to increase the Patricians* sense of dignity, effort and responsibility.

While saluting this great missionary, educationist, social worker let all Patricians
rededicate themselves to the welfare and betterment of the children of Jaffna. I wish
success to all your ventures connected with the commemoration of Fr. Long OMI,

% Nicholas Marcus Fernando
Archbishop of Colombo
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Message from the

Hon. Minister of_--'l’jbsg & Telecommunications

I welcome this opportunity of paying my tribute
to the Late Fr. T. M. F. Long, O. M. I., M. A., the
architect of St, Patrick's . College, Jaffna. Fr. Long
rendered Yoeman service in the field of education in
Sri Lanka, particularly in the Jaffna peninsula.

I am happy to issue a commemorative 'stani'_h

in his honour today as a token of apprec:alwn of h;s'
selfless service to Sri Lanka.

Alick Rluwihare

““"Minister’ of Posts & Telecommunications.
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On the occasion of the release of a Commemo-
rative Stamp for Very Rev. Fr. TMF [LONG o.M. L
former Rector of St. Patrickls: College, I wish ‘to con-
gratulate the Patrician OBA and. ‘their collaborators’ and
well wishers for their laudable efforts to honour: this grear
Oblate Priest, Educator and lover of people. He was my
Rector at St. Patrick’s and I very well remember the
moving send - off given when Fr. Long left Jaffna. The
streets lined with thousands of youth who with tears-filled eyes
bade farewell to their beloved Rector who had worked and
toiled for their betterment. Truly we could say that he.
hud become one with * Jaffna’

f L3 (@_I_umus Sasundaranayagam
Bishop of Mannar
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The issue of a Commemorative Postal Stamp in honour of
the late Rey. Father T. M. F. Long, O.M.[ is truly a fitting
tribute to this great Educationist priest. He was among those who
contributed greatly to the cause of Education during the time he
was Rector of St Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

Two other special accomplishments to his credit are:-
l) The Public Library which work he spear-headed and laboured

tirelessly.

2) The conversion of the Military Air-Port of Palaly into a
Civil Air Port was due largely to his efforts and patronage.

We gratefully acknowledge the recognition given by the State
to this pioneer and wish to express our sincere thanks to the
Hon. Minister and his Department for the issue of the stamp.

2 Rt Rev. Dpe B, Deogupiblai
Bishop of Jaffna.
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[ have great pleasure in sending this message to the Patrician Sunshine to be
released on the memorable occasion of ‘the issue of a Postage Stamp in memory of Rev,
Fr. TIMOTHY M. F. LONG OMI  the much loved, respected and revered Rector of
St, Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

I have enjoyed the privilege of studying under Fr, Long and should confess that
the Christianity classes, then known as ‘““Apologetics’’ were few of the most illuminating
and interesting classes we had gone through.

Fr. Long is a man among a million. The interest he evinced in education,
sports and character formation was not confined to the mere walls of the School but was

diffused at regional and national level. That he was an indomitable figure of his times
is curiously symbolised today by the fact that his statue alone stands unaffected among

the devastation and debris, caused by the recent years of war, alongside the Public
Library which he caused to be built.

Fr. Long was a man of God and that explains why he lefc behind his hearth
and home and burnt himself out in serving the people of God in the mission territory
he chose. We are grateful to the Oblate Congregation and to the Irish Church for having
gifted a priest in the person of Fr.Long to the people of Jaffna. Long live St. Patrick’s
and may it grow from strength to strength in the true spirit of Fr. Long.

op Rt. Rev. Dr. J. Kingsley Swampillai
Bishop of Trinco - Batticaloa,
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Bishop Emeritus of Trincomalee Batticaloa.
&

The late Very Rev Rev. Fr. T.M.F. Long O. M.I. was not only a
great man in Stature but also in his interior and highly motivated life for
humanity.

I had come to know him more intimately after I left the College.

There are three occasions I can recollect about him. The first
time was in 1952 when he passed through Rome on . his way to the United
States of America. How anxious he was to do whatever possible for Jaffna.
From then on we were corresponding.

The seconed was in 1956 as a new priest when I had just returned
from Rome, when there was a get-together of the Old Boys at the College
Library. Fr. Long had come from Australia for eye treatment. I was
astonished when he said “‘At last some one for consolation”. Anyway I was
extremely happy to have given him this consolation.

Finally I met him when he was on his way to England for
treatment in 1961 which took him to his Master for Eternal Reward. I
met Fr. Long at the Archbishop’s house in Borella. At the dinner table he
asked for plantains and I passed him a number of them.

In 1975, the Holy Year, when I.made my first Ad Lumina to
Rome to Pope Paul VI and then on my way to see my old Bishop Glennie
S. J., I managed to visit the grave of Fr. Long in Ireland Rev. Fr,
Daniel Long O. M. 1. his brother, was very grateful to all friends and Old Boys.
May the wonderful missionary Fr Timothy Long O. M. . rejoice and be
exalted with the Immaculate Mother above the Choirs of Angels as we
commemorate worthily his achievements and endeavours for humanity in Jaffna.

L. R. ?anomy Wis. 'jqp.

Bishop Emeritus
Trinco - Batticaloa.
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Irish Principal of The Holy Family Convent, Jaffna.

Holy Family Convent,
Magherafelt,
Co Derry BT45 6BC, North Ireland

16. 4890

My thanks for the letter and news of thc great honour being conferred on my
fellow countryman, the late Fr. T. M. F.Long. O M.I. It is my pleasure and privilege
to send you my best wishes and assurance of prayer as you pay tribute to the man
once dubbed ¢‘the uncrowned king of Jaffna’’. He was indeed a giant of a man-,
physically, intellectually and spiritually. To be honest, he could at times be intimidating,
but at heart, as I discovered, he was a big soft Irishman, vulnerable like the rest of us.

I can still recall some of his ‘bon mots’. If and when people hinted that Jaffna
was at the back of beyond - he was quick on the defensive with his Irish drawl - **Sure,
doesn‘t the cream always go to the top?”’. He was kind and helpful too. When 1 was
a young Sister studying privately for a London Degree and wondering if I should offer
Economics, his advice was - ““Don‘t, that's a brate of a subject. Instead he launched me
jnto the fascinating realms of English Literature and helped me to interpret the famous
Anglo Saxon Reader. For this I am eternally grateful to him.

I’ m sure your bumper edition of the Patrician Sunshine will be a rich compendium
of treasured memories and eulogies, befitting one of Jaffna‘s great luminaries, now to be
ranked as a National hero. May your old boys the world over continue to be faithful
to your society's inspiring motto, ‘“Pro veritate et justitia’* and may your commemorative
ceremony be a very happy occasion for you all. God bless that great school St. Patrick‘s
where so many men of intergrity and renown were educated. Your school library helped
to educate me too. 1 salute all the Alumni - past, present and to come.

Yours Sincerely
Sgd: Sister Josephine Tynan
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Archbishop Emeritus of Kuala Lumpur

LY

It gives me great pleasure to contribute my mite
for the publication of “‘The Patrician Sunshine”, to commemor-
ate the late Rector Rey. Fr.T. M.F. LONG O. M. 1. on
the occasion of the release of a postal Stamp 'in his honour
by the Sri Lankan Government. May our National heroes

influence all Sri Lankans to work disinterestedly for Justice,
peace and equality in that Orient. '

Yours sincerely,

vk Tan Sri Dominic Vendargon

Archbishop Emeritus
Kuala Lumpur
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“‘Jaffna‘s children, grand children and great grand children of all castes and creeds
will always speak of a Long that was, He will even be a HERO of the long, long ago
to the long, long afterwards’*. These words written by the Late Mr. F.J. Armstrong, former
teacher of ‘Bottied Sun-shine’ fame, on the departure of Rev. Fr.T. M. F.Long O. M. L.
from the Island in 1954, find fulfillment today as the Sri Lankan Government duly
acknowledges Fr. Long as a National Hero.

Fr. Long, together with his mentor, Fr. Charles S, Matthews O. M. I, who begot
him to St. Pairick’s, was the very incarnation of the Patrician ideal, *‘Pide et Labore’.
They were men of faith and work, and the work they did cannot be gauged. They have
bequeathed to the College a tradition and a spirit that remain unchanged in a world of
change - the greatest testimony to the genuiness of their work,

The dynamic personality of Fr. Long was not confined within the walls of the
College. For over three decades he identified himself with all our hopes and aspirations
as Tamils and Sri Lankans, and made his influence feit in shaping the country‘s destiny
as he propounded solutions to the various national problems, such as the use of
National languages, bilingualism, ‘approaching these problems axiomatically’.

We have gone through one of the most painful transformations in the history of
our land. We have been called to be actors of this epoch of transition. The pioneers
like Frs. Matthews and Long, who are no more with us, yet who by their generosity,
sacrifice and love are ever present to us, are the invisible guides of the destiny of
$t. Patrick’s. But what the ‘Greater St. Patrick's’ that Fr. Long envisaged needs are men
with greater generosity, sacrifice and love. Let this, therefore, be an occasion to the
Patricians to rally round their Alma Mater to make Fr. Long’s dream of the ¢ Greater
St. Patrick's’ come true with its full reach and inner content of that simple phrase.

Fr. G. A. Francis Joseph
RECTOR
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The Superior General of the Oblates

I am delighted to know that the Government of Sri Lanka
is about to honour Fr, Tim Long, OMI, @ man who was so highly
respected by all who knew him. Indeed, his contribution to
Education, especielly among the Tamil people, was grea.

I amn also pleased to learn that the work begun by Father
Long in St. Patrick’s College has developed so well under succee-
ding Rectors, both QOblate and non Oblate. There are many
Patricians who have made a major contribution in a variety of
fields as a result of the education they received in St Patrick’s.
It is my hope that St. Patrick’s will never cease to educate men
who will contribute to their country and their faiths . in the difficult
Years ahead.

The events of recent years which have saddened the life oj_‘
Juffna and its people and brought so much suffering, have caused
you and your fellow citizens to be present frequently in my thoughts

and in my prayer.
May God bless all of you and your country!

MARCELLO ZAGO OM/

Superior General,
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It was the Lebanese poet Kahlil Gibran who wrote ‘love knows not its own
depth until the hour of parting® and so often we find this true with regard to people

and friends in our lives. It is often in their passing that we come to realise the debt
we owe them.

Fr. Tim Long was certainly appreciated in his lifetime, especially by his beloved
students of St. Patrick’s and Jona, but even now a quarter of a century after he has gone
to his eternal reward, can his influence and vision be seen in the institutions of which
he was so much the guiding spirit.

It was with a genuine sense of pride that the present Community of [ona
College, Rector, staff and students send greetings to St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, on
this most auspicious occasion when a commemorative stamp is being issued by the Sri
Lankan Government to honour Fr. Tim Long O. M 1., for educational work at St Patrick’s,

We claim some small share in your pride and achievement, because after leaving

St. Patrick’s he came to Australia and founded this school, Jona College. We have no
doubt that the wisdom and educational and religious vision that Fr. Long brought to

his work of founding lona College, Brisbane, Australia, was honed and deepened by his
work and life at St. Patrick’s.

Our sincere congratulations to all at the College and to the Old Boys* Association
for whom Fr. Long was and is a shining light and a model of integrity and Christian values.

Fr. Pat Moroney 0. M. 1,
B. A, M. A, (Psy.), M. Div.,, M, A, Ps, S,. M. A, C,E,
RECTOR

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ARCHITECT'S SKETCH OF IONA COLLEGE, LINDUM
founded by Fr. Long in Brisbane, Australia.

(An extract from the same folder by way of introduction)

SLEMISH

48, Tenth Avenue,
St. Lucia.

After some thirty years in the Colonial Public Service of Ceylon,
I can testify to the wonder - working efforts of Father LONG and
of his Oblate confreres in the (field of education. As the Hon,
Mr. D. S. Senanayake, Ceylon’s first Prime Minister testified on
the occasion of the Centenary celebrations of St. Patrick’s College,
Jaffna, it was Schools like Father Long’s that educated Ceylon
to independent nationhood.

Sgd. CLIVE C. SCHOKMAN

St. Patrick’s loss was lona’s gain.
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CEITY TRADE CENTER

270, STANLEY ROAD.
Jaffna.

San & Indra
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Dealersin:- Formica, Chip Board, Hard
Board and Aluminium Fittings
95, Stanley Road,
JAFFNA.

T'Phone: 24167
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NO. 129, STANLEY ROAD, JAFFNA.

T'Phone:- . 24029
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Dealers in:- Hardware, Water Pupms Etc,

111, Stanley Road,
JAFFNA.
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T RASIA & SON

CIC PAINT DEALERS

23/10, Stanley Road,
" JAFFNA.

PHONE: 23808,

—
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With Best Compliments from :

Cs. CSLI uvairasa

Proprietor

YARL BEACH INN
139, Beach Road, JAFFNA.

T’PHONE: 8049

___Ynl

Yarl Beach Inn
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Ok, Oh, Leck Out, Umerica

Another fumous cartoon by Collette depicting Fr. Long’s
successful mission to the States.
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Message from
The Government ‘_ Agent

P

‘(Jaffna District)

It is both an honour and a privilege to send a
message of felicitation on the occasion of the issue of a
stamp in memory of the late Rev. Father T. M F. Long
O. M I one of the most distinguished Rectors of St
Patrick’s College. For nearly two decades he made his
unique impact on both the educational system in the
district and the development and moulding of the students
under his tutorship at St. Patrick’s College. His concern
ior the development of the total personality of the human
being was evident from the number of leading citizens
who came out of the portals of St. Patrick’s College-
I am happy that although belated the Government has
acknowledged the invaluable services rendered by this
eminent educationist. May his soul rest in peace and may
St. Patrick’s College continue to shed lustre as it did
during Fr. Long’s period.

ANTON ALFRED

Government Agent (Jaffua Districr)
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Message from the -

Municipal Commissioner Jaffna.

[ am happy to send this message on the occasion of the issue of a Postaj
Stamp by the Government to honour the late Rev. Father T. M. F.Long, O. M. L.,
Rector, St Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

The Jaffna Municipal Council and the people of Jaffna are highly indebted to
Father Long because of his involvement with the Jaffna Public Library. Father Long
was chicfly respousible for the building up of the Library which was once considered
as the best in South East Asia. He helped it to become a treasurchouse of knowledge
by providing it with valuable books. On his tour of some Western count ies, he collected
a good sum of money for the Library Project.

St. Patrick's College became so famous after his appointment as Rector, that it
attracted students from all over the country and from all races. Under his leadership,

St. Patrick’s produced distinguished personalities not only from Jaffna. but also from all
parts of the country.

Rev. Father Long excelled in all fields of activities. He had high influence in
all the communities of Sri Lanka, and was able to solve any intricare problem with his
high thinking and high qualities. His views and advice were sought afier by policy
makers up to Ministerial level. Above all. Father Long had deep fiith in divinity, @rd
it was this faith that took him to such heights in all the affairs he involved himseIf.

Jaffna in particular, and the country in general, lost a denmant and leading
personality when suddenly, Father Long was asked to leave for Austenlia bv his R ligious.
Order, and within a short space of time, he was cualled to rest by the Almighty

V P. Balus neham

Municipal Commissioner, Jaffna.
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Message from The President

St. Patrick‘s Old Boys Association Colombo

I am bhappy to send this message for publication, in the
Souvenir produced by the O.B. A.in Jaffna.

It Is 46 years since | left St. Patrick's College. | have
often wondered why Patricians, who came under the influence of
the late Fr. Long, talk of him with affection and hold him in_
high esteem although, whilst when they were at school they found
it difficult to understand him,.

| believe Fr. Long Influenced many: boys to follow his
example to reach excellance in everything he did. The strict
discipline that he enforced enabled many boys to meet the
challenges of the world in later life. Not te be forgotten was his |
deep commitment to the Christian way of life.

The O.B. A. in Colombo is anxious to revere the memory
of Fr. Leng In many ways. In consultation with the Rector two
projects have been identifed. One is to build a Gymnaslurﬁ and
the other a modern Hall to accommodate I, 500 persons; not-only:
for school functions but also to be used by the public..

Cyril Lawrence
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 CELEBRATION COMMITTEES

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE

Dr. J. P. C. Phillips (Chairman)
Mr. A.V.A.J. Wijeyaratham
(Late) Mr. C. Vamadeva

Mr. P. C. Antony

Mr. S. X Gnanasegaram

Mr. M. A. Ratnasingham

SOQUVENIR COMMITTEE
Mr. W. J. P. Gnanaretnam (Editor)
Rev. Fr. P. Jesunesan oMl

Mr. S. A, Selvaratnom
Mr. S. A. Santhiapillai

INVITATION COMMITTEE

Mr. G. J Rajendmm
Rev. Fr. Bernard
Mr. A, Francis

MEDIA COMMITTEE

Mr A. A. Gerard

Mr. P. J. Balendra

Mr. Sahayanayagam
Mr. E. A. Mariampillai

RECEPTION - COMMITTEE

Mr. C. Kumaraguru
Mr. S. Arulanathan

Mr. S. Sahayarajah

CATERING COMMITTEE

Mr. X. R. Francis
Mr. R. J. Ignatius
Mr, R. Francis
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F. ﬁc&ng @ommemomﬂve CStamp Jssue
THE EXECUTIVE & CELEBRATION COMMTTEES.

SEATED A.V.A.J]. Wijeyarntnam, T. R. Chinniah (A4sst General Secretary), C. Paramsothy (Social Secretury)

S. F. Alphonsus (Vice President), Dr.J. P. C. Phillips (Vice Presidend). Rev. Fr. G. A. F. Joseph
(President), S.X. Gnanasegaram, (Vice Presidens).  G.R. Rajasingam (Hony. General Secretary)

P. C. Antony (Hony. Tregsurer), W.J.P. Gnanaratnam (Editor.)

STANDIVG (lst - Row)
G. A. Gnanapiragasam, S. A. Selvaratnam, P. Antonypillai. S. Muthukumarasamy, M. A, Ratnasingam
S. Arplanandam, R.J. Ignatius. R. Francis, X. R. Francis, T.R. Benedict.

(2nd - Row)
X. 1. Thangarajah, S. Sahayarajah, S. A. Gladstone,

A. A. Gerard, P. Rajendra, P. R. Shivanthan.

S. J. Sahayanayagrm, J. G. Rajendram

ABSENT Rev. Fr. L. Ponniah OMI. (Vice President), C. Vamadeva (deceased) (Vice President), P. Alphonsus,
M. Patthinathar, M. J. S.J. Sooriyajeevan A. Pullenayakam, A. Saathiapillai. P. J. Balendra,

A. Francis, A. Winsles, G. Kumanaguru, S.F. Xavier, E, A, Mariampillai,
Rev, Fr. P. Jesunesan OMI. Rev. Fr. Bernard,
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Patrician Institutes

STAFF MUTUAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION

|

59, St, Patrick's Road, Jaffna.

NEW DEVI STORES

27/1, Old Park Road,
JAFFNA.
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We Salute
the
Great Rector!

‘ (g SAMISUNG ~. T. V. ano SPARES

Agent in Northern Province
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RADIO MANUAL

RADIO MANUVEL 121, Stanley Roada
—\ JAFFNA.

Telephone : 24222
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Business
Promotors (Prt) Ltd.

Y

307/ 2, Kasthuriar Road,

JAFFNA.
: -
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Miami Garments

40, Eachchamoddai Road,

JAFFNA.

I
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OUR LATE BELOVED RECTOR

ClQerq @eﬂ. . 6 m g agng 0. 7. J.

ESTO PERPETUA!

M. A. (Cantab.)

(Be thou for ever!)

Words of Fr. Long from a Preface to
“The Patrician’s Prayer Book’
(dated March 15th 1948)

gDruqer is éﬂerq”&iug

Believe me, my dear friends, believe an
experience ripened by thirty years in the Sacred
Ministry. T do affirm that all deceptions, all
spiritual deficicncies. all miseries, all falls, all faults,
and even the most serious wanderings out of the
right path, all proceed from this single scurce—
a want of constancy in prayer. Live the life prayer,
learn to bring everything, to change cverything
into prayer — pains and trials, and temptations of
all kinds.

PRAY in the calm; pray in the storm;

PRAY on awakening, and PRAY during the daytime;
Going and coming, PRAY:

Tired out and distracted, PRAY:

Whatsoever your repugnarce may be, PRAY
PRAY, that you may learn to PRAY

“Teach us, O Lord, how to PRAY”
— 5t Luke: Xl 1

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord;
and let perpetual light shine upon him.

May he rest in peace.
— AMEN.
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Rev. Fr. T. M. F. LONG o u 1

— the great Oblate Missionary

%hen a nation honours an individual by
releasing a stamp to commemorate him that indeed
is great honour. So the news that the government
of Sri I anka has agreed to design and release such
a stamp in henour 6f Fr. Tim Long, O. M. 1. has
brought great joy and indeed pride to his fellow
Oblates in ' this, his home province - the Anglo
Irish. 71 feel sure too that the pride will be felt
by all ‘the people of his native Ireland.

Irrland has a long tradition of sending her
sons and daughrers to p-eich Christ’s message far
away from home, following in the proud tradition of
their St Patrick who came to them in the first
instance as a slave, a stranger, and later as
Christ’s messenger It is no coincidence that your
great college should be called St. Pa'rick’s. Irish-
men played a lead ng part 1n St. Patrick’s from
its very beginnings, when. a few years after the
ternible famine which devastated Ireland an Irish
layman Patrick Foy became the first principal
of the school in’ 1849 The Anglo Irish province
made St. Patrick’s one of its chief missionary
Priorities, sending from England two Oblate
brothers, brother Brown, and a namesake of my
own bro her Byrnv, who did a young man in
Jaffra.' For twentv years our brothers played an
important part in the success of the Jaffna
Bovs seminary as the school was well known,
building its reputation as one of the best schools

by Very Rev. Fr. PAUL BYRENE OMI

OBLATE PROVINCIAL, DUBLIN.

Argusbly this was one of the
achievements of our brothers

in the country.
most significant
anywhere.

In all that story of achievement however
one man stands out, Fr. T.M.F. Long O, M.l_-
From 1920 to 1954 this remarkable man gave his
life 1o St. Patrick’s and to his beloved Jaffna,
In this regard words spoken at his funeral oration
are worth remembering “a bright star, a brilliant
sun in the firmament of Jaffna, giving warmth,
light and glory to St. Patrick’s, to the town, to
the Peninsula and the *whole island of Ceylon.
But he claimed to be first and foremost a Jaffna
man him«elf.” He loved Jaffna. He lived for
Jaffna. He worked for Jaffna’’.

In 1961, we here in Ireland commemorated
the fifteenth hundred anniversary of the death of
St. Patrick by declaring it a_Patrician year, and
on  that occasion one of our Oblate scholars
Fr. J.C. Daly, O M. L. wrote a long article on
Fr. Long and St. Patrick’s. He wrote of him as
gentleman, missionary, educationalist, leader and
Oblate priest. For anyone to be remarkable in
all . these facets of his life, as Fr. Tim undoubt-
edly was, 15 & mark of the greatness of the man.
Herc was a priest who inspired love and gratitude,
who influenced not only pupils but government
ministers, and who  has earned the gratitude of a

country far fiom his native Limerick in leland®
Yes, indeed, he deserves that stamp.
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Long Live Fr. LONG

by Rev. Fr. Marcelline Jeyakody OMI

Rev. Fr, Long was an accident in my
life. A very lucky accident. He was there when
I went there, to St. Patrick's College.

He smiled on me. [ smiled back.
The irishman has an alphabet of smiles.

I don‘t quite remember what he said. I
don‘t quite remember what I said. But [ understood
his smile. 1 know he understood mine.

The long and short of Fr. Long was
that he was a very amiable but sirict  discrplinaran.

Every Monday we had the assembly in
the sandy courtyard under the shadow of the
dark mahogany trees. The breeze blew down its
derk green leaves on us like Confetti.

There he briefed us. We knew what was
on for the week.

One of the memorable things that happened
once at the assembly was the ceremonial cremation
of the Cane.

Disciplinarian 7 Yes. Without Mr. Cane.

Fr. Long knew how to correct a student
with one look. With one smile.

: He had Mr. Cane brought, Laid him on
a pyre. The fire was lit. And the ashes were
buried.

When he wanted ‘the boys to do something,
he gave the order and put the question, **Can
do ?**. And the answer Came back. **Can do”
Who would dare say, ““No, canst do** ? .

When Fr. Long wished to correct someone,
he had a way of attributing to him the viriue
he lacked, which he then would try to cultivate
and prove that he really had it.

. We seldom met. Sometimes he tried his
recipe on me too. When he suw thas [ was off
colour, he would smile and greet me with the
gquestien OIILH aie yYou, foly man 7,

M wuieliiad,

I knew it was just an Irish Expression
that made me however, to correct my face. '

The great thing about Fr, Long was that
he became ‘one of the people of the country; I
sometimes heard him say, **We Jaffnese......”

Under the Long rule, the teachers worked
like clock-work - Long or no Long they were a
dedicated lot. The boys knew what they wanted
and; took to their books like tish to water,

Long live] St. Patrick’s ! Long live Fr,
Long !

I am happy to hear that Fr. Long is
geing to come back to us in the shape of a
stamp so that his memory may be stamped for
ever in the anonals of Si1, Patrickss,
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Three Rectors

(R-L: Fr. Matthews, Bp. Guyomar
&
Fr. Long)

at the entrance to the college just before
the laying of the foundation for the
Greater St, Patrick’s.

““ The Greater St. Patrick’s’’

The Matthews BLOCK after completion.
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Rev. Fr. T. M. F. LONG , ,, ,
— A True Friend of Jaffna College

Rev. Dr. S. JEBANESAN,
PRINCIPAL, JAFFNA, COLLEGE.

“In spite of my proximity to Long. I am
going to be short' is ome of the witticisms - one
liners - often quoted to show the wit and humour
of Rev. John Bicknell, one of the great Principals
of Jaffna College in the twenties and thirties of
this Century. The occasion was a fellowship
dinner ar which both Principals participated.

Fr. Long himself was famous for his witand
humour, In this as in_many other matters both
Fr. Long and Rev. Bicknell shared common attri-
butes and similar interests, Both .were missionary
educators, who at a very important period in the
history of our Island, the pre-independence era,
moulded the character of a new generation and
helped develop men of strongcharacter and deter-
mination who were to play important parts as
admianistrators and educators,

Fr. Long was not only a close friend of
Rev. Bicknell; be was a dear friend of Jaffna
College as well. He took a keen interest in the
growth of our institution and was a trusted
supporter of our causes. He had a reputation
as the most colourful guest speaker at functions
associated with Jaffna College and the Jaffaa
Diocese of the Church of South India.

Hence our journals ‘Jaffna College Miscellany'

and ‘the Morning Star' have numerous references
to Father Long. [ think it will .be appropriate
to give below a few of the interesting reports
published in these journals. '

Paying a tribute to: Rev. Bickoell on his
sudden and unexpecied death in December, 1936
Fr. Long made a lengthy and moving ' reference
to Rev. Bicknell at the Prize-Day function of
St. Patrick’s College which came off a few days
after Rev. Bicknell’s death. [ quote in fall the
tribute as it furnishes clear evidence of the close-
ness of the two Principals to each other and the
respect they had for each other.

«]Jf there was any one we thought we could
not spare from the educational world in Jaffna,
it was Mr. Bicknell, whose departure leaves us
all with a sense of personal bereavement. Thosse
of us privileged to know him intimately felt, as
indeed some of us said at his Jubilee celebrations;
that he could still stand four square to every wind
that blew for another 25 vears, For us who are
Principals, his loss touches us more deeply still,
for if the phrase ‘:Sister Collepes” was ever feel-*
ingly spoken and striven after as an.ideal, it was
when it fell from his lips.

We shall treasure and keep evergreen the
memory of that upright almost military, figure,
Upright, and straight in every sense - that was
the stamp he left on his work. God rest that
fine, scholarly gentleman and mav He brace his
devoted widow and son to bear the cross put
on them.” e

Paying a tribute in 1933, to Dr. Buell of
Green Hospital, Manipay for his unique spirit of
service to the community, Fr. Long said that a
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nemjexnreselgn should be coined toremember him
by -4& Buell of a Doctor. This is a remarkable
Proo : »fithe .one-liner witticisms for which both
Fr. }&_‘;ﬁng and Rev. Bicknell were well-known.

This tribute is recorded iq the Morning Star of °

of Se&gember 4, 1953, # %
%ﬁ"« s et ‘:“& ;
Tﬁ Mornifiig ‘Star of March 26, 1954 carries
a Iengfhy artigle on Father Long who was sche:
duled to leave for Australia shortly to take up
work in a large Oblate School. [ am quoting
the article in full as it pays a moving tribute to
Father Long and refers to many of his sterling
qualities and to his wide interests.

Go getter by Nature

“Jaffna will soon bid farewell to one of its
most prominent public men, the very Rev. Fr.
T.M.F. Long O. M.I,, Rector of St. Patrick’s
College. He is going to Australia shortly to take
up work in a large Oblate School.

The eldest son of a family of four children,
Fr. Long had his early education at Mungret
College, an institution run by Jesuits. He had
his theological education at Belmont House
Stillorgan, He was ordained to the priesthood in
1920 and in 1921 he joined the staff of St.
Patrick®’s College. After a brief teaching serviee
he went to Cambridge where he took the Modern
Languages Tripos and later the Master of Arts
Degree. He succeeded Fr. Mathews as Rector of
St, Patrick’s College in February, 1936.

It is not alone as a builder of St, Patrick’s
College that Fr. Long will be remembered. Few
people occupied such a large place in the public
life of Jaffna as he did. He had a very wide
range of interests. He edited the ¢Jaffna Catholic
Guardian® and helped to shape public opinion in
Jaffna on many matters of jmportance. Every
public cause in Jaffna found in him not merely

Definition of GOD :

an ardent supporter but an indefatigable worker.
His latect contribution to Jaffna is the larce scale
blue print in conjunction with the Mayor and
Municipality for the erection of a Public lerary
in Jaffna. A go pgetter’ by nature Fr. Long spent
himself in any public cause that he undertook.
In him Jaffna found not a foreign Missionary who
had merely come to run an educational institution
but a person who idertified himself with the
foriunes and aspiiations of the people in whose
midst he was placed.

Jaffua shall always keep his momory green.
Even after his departure to Australia, Jaffna
College and the Diocese continued to maintain an
abiding interest in Father Long. This is evidenced
by the reference in the Morning Star of December
31, 1954.

I quote:- ‘We understand that Father Long, for-
merly of St. Patrick’s College has had

much trouble with his eyes. It is said

that he has lost the use of one of his eyes

and that he is having difficulties about

the other eye as well.’ :

In conclusion I could do no better than to
draw the reader’s attention to some of the statements
made in the article already quoted from the
Morning Star of 26-3-1954 to spotlight the high
esteem in which Father Long was held by the
public of Jaffna.

«“Few people occupied such a large place in the
public life of Jaffna as he had. He had a
wide range of interests...... He helped to
shape public opinion in Jaffna on many matters.
Every public cause in Jaffra found in him
not only an ardent supporter but an icefatigable
worker, May his memory be ever green in our
midst, and may St. Patrick's College and Jaffna
continue in richer measure to be blessed by his
intercessions for us at the throre of God. **

sk e sk
DJ

Though earth and moon were gone,
And suns and universes ceased to be
And Thou wert left alone,

Everyday existence would exist in Thee.

— Emily Bronte
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THE CRICKET CHAMPIONS: 1936

With the in-coming & out - going Rectors.

JOINT SOCCER CHAMPIONS 1936 (J.C. & S.P-C.)
With the two Principals Rev. Fr. T. M, F. LONG o.Mm.1 & Rev. . K BUNKER
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The year, I believe, was 1936, The year
was a watershed for St Patrick’s College. It
ended the Matthews era and ushered in the Long
era. The dramatic change that took place at St.
Patrick’s that year became a reality to us students
only at the farewell ceremony in the College hall
to the departing Rector, Fr. Chas. Matthews.
When Fr. Matthews rose to make his valedictory
spsech © he commenced his speech thus: *'Fr.
Rector, Members of the Staff, Boys™. Fr. Rector
was T.M.P. Long O.M.I It then dawned on
us that the Long era had commenced at St.
Patrick's. Momentarily, this cvoked ripples of
subdued laughter among us, but this was only the

prelude to the tears that swelled into our eyes -

for our departing Rector, Fr. Matthews.

Until then Fr. Long was our Prefect f’f
Games, Professor of History and lecturer in
Apolegetics for the senior Catholic. students.

Parents, teachers and students at St
Patrick’s were still uncertain in their minds as 10
what the Long era was going to be. We had
known him as a strict disciplinarian, who would
not hesitate to cane a member of the cricket team
on the grounds itse!f for cutting practice. But we
students soon realised that the guiding motivation
for him as far as St. Patrick’s was concerned
was going to be Discipline. In enforcing discipline
he was no respector of persons, It was enforecd
as a rule of law. It was equality before this law
for both students and members of the Staff. |
remember an occasion when a member of the
Staff came late to class, Fr. Long shouted..........
- double up, double up‘‘. This was an admonition
which registered in our minds that it was meant
for us students also. A towering personality,

m@'o g r. ﬂong O.M.T.
—_ % 9rczf§3//a/ .xz&zz‘e“

by Dr. Jaya Pathirana,
Former Judge of the Supreme Court.

Fr. Long would stride the corridors of the College
reading his breviary, instilling in us s sense¢ of
respect and reverence for him.

Discipline began at the portals to the
enfrance to the College, which were called ‘‘the
Pillars of Silence’. Woe be unto a student who
was caught talking by the Rector, once he crossed
this threshold. Of course, we hada way of knowing
whether Fr. Long was about the place. We would
take a deep breath and sniff into the air and if
we smelt the aromatic flavour of the tobacce
smoke from his seasoned curved smoking pipe, we
knew that he 'was about the place. He would

-enforce discipline - and - punishment with- typical

Irish sentiment. Whenever he decided to cane a
boy. he would tenderly address him thus <Kneel
down, Child”, and the cane would administer the

cuts with this benediction. No recriminations after
that, '

Discipline was the infrastructure on which
Fr. Long built the sterner stuff that every Patrician
was expected to be in life. At Assembly time
under the benign statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, under th: shade of the bardy mahogany
rees that lined the quadrangle, Fr. Long would
infuse into us what he called ¢‘the Patrician
spirit’”” of what he also called the Patrician
Espirit de Corps** which epitomised the qualities
of unity, courage, loyalty and fearlessness. This
spirt enjoined us to stive, to seek and not to
yield. In our time St. Patrick's performance ,was
not only outstanding in studies but in sports we
went on for three consecutive years to win what
Fr. Longcalled the ““Triple Crown®’, the champion-
ships in Cricket, football and athletics among the
schools in the Noithern province.
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Fr. Long's vision of a <Greater St.
Patrick’s made him embark on a mission to the
United States and Europe to collect funds to put

up the imposing buildings for St. Patrick‘s, which
would be more enduring than bronze or marble.

The great Irishman, who left the shores
of that ¢ Bmerald Island "* to serve the people
of Jaffna, in course of time became &
“Jaffna Man’ by adoption. Often when speaking
he would say “We Jaffna people’* I have also
heard him ‘saying “We Tamils”. This dcvotion
and loyalty to Jaffna which characterised Fr. Long

was ably depicted in a cartoon drawn by one of
this country’s outstanding cartoonists ‘‘Collette,

The cartoon shows Fr. Long accoutred in the dress
of a typical Jaffna Man in long shut coat, trou-
sers and a turban on his head clutching a hand
bag with a label ‘cAustralia’ and some Jaffna
drumsticks held tightly with the handle of the bag.
The legend below the cartoon had the words “‘He
omes from Jaffna’’. On his departure to Australia
to take charge of a Seminary for training priests
a farewell dinner was given to him at Hotel
Taprobane by Old Boys and well wishers. To each

of those who graced the occasion Fr. Long pre-
sented a copy of this cartoon personally auto-

“graphed by him with the words “With very kind

regards, Yours rememberially’’. To this day the
fraimed cartoon adorns my chamb:rs as Gratefu!
memento of this great man who moulded me the
hard way to achieve whatever [ could in life.

Only the physical form of Fr Long went to
Aust'alia. His heart and soul were always in
Jaffna and at St. Patrick’s.

On this memorable occasion when the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka ip recognition of the distin-
guished services rendered to this country by Fr.
Long has decided to release a postage stamp in
his honour, let us all reverentially bow our heads
in gratitude to this great Irishman who served us,
guided us and gave us the courage and wisdom
te meet the challenges of life in the true
Patrician spirit.

May his memory be everlasting.

Jaya Pathirana
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THE WIZARD OF St. PATRICK’S

by Mrs, Margaret Saverimuttu

It is the annual feast of Christ the King. The
knights of the Blessed Sacrament (Patricians) and
the Handmaids (Familians) assemble in the College
Chapel.

Our young hearts thrill to the rousing Chorus
“*Christus Vincit
Christus Imperat

Christus regnat Alleluia!™

Down the aisle walks Fr. Long, with imposing
mijen & measured tread, leading the Rosary. Une
forgettably the memory stays with us, Familians,
of that magnetic personality, of that man of wide
ranging vision, who strove to raise St. Patrick’s
to almost undreamt of heights. That his statue in
front of the Jaffna Library has survived, unscathed,
the ravages of vandalism all around, is symbolic of
the indomitable courage of this great missionary,

In the early years of this century he came
from the verdant banks of the Shannon, this Irish
man; he left in the early fifties, a Jaffna man,
In the thirty eight years he laboured here, he
came to regard Jaffna as his home & the people
of Jaffna as his own. He understood their genius
and culture and was concerned for their development.
He grew to admire a community intent on preserving
their own traditions while trying to imbibe the best
in ‘others. He loved Jaffna & this love found
expression in the indefatigable manifold services
he rendered. He had great influence with men
in high positions & power and this influence he
used to the full for the uplift of Jaffna. Two
_examples may be quoted: his success in getling

the Palaly military airport for civil aviation soon
after World War II, and the founding of the
Jaffna Library, one of the best in South East
Asia. He played a prominent part in the Library
Movement: he launched the Million Rupee Fund
for the project, & obtained the help of an expert
in Dravidian Architecture and an eminent Professor
of Library Science, both from India. When ‘in
1981 this Library, the fruit of such intense planning,
was subjeccted to devastation, the people of Jaffna
had a rude shock for the imstitution had been a
monument to the vision and patriotism of Fr, Long.

By serving Jaffna he served Ceylon as well,
He viewed the problems of the Peniasula from an
all-island stand-point and many a time acted as an
ambassador of good will between the people here
and the leaders of the South. He brought to bear
on the political scene, in a silent ‘and secret way,
not only a force to be reckoned with but more
significantly a softening influence in time of stress

‘and friction. He was also an important figure in

the nation‘s educational circles and policy-makers
in this field quite often sought his advice and leader-
ship, He was guide and counsellor to more than
one Director of Education and an accepted leader
especially among School Principals. For who could
resist the enchantment of his sharp intellect, his
deep understanding of human nature, sunny bumour
and true Irish bon-homie ?

But it was at St. Patrick’s that his wizardry
came into full play. With personal drive and
infectious enthusiasm he forged ahead with manifold
plans to put the College on the map. His winning
manner and quick perception of hidden talents
won the confidance of Teacher & Taught, The
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College soon rose to magnificence in every sphere
and the “Long Regime’* came to be regarded as
the “Golden Age” of St. Patrick’s. Staff and
students were spurred on to high endeavour and
unprecedented successes in the academic and extra
mural activities. '

Fr. Long lived the College motto; ‘‘Fide et
Labore’’. With implicit faith in God primarily and
then in the intrinsic goodness of his co-workers
& students, he fired one & all with his own philo-
sophy of **Can Do*. Every teacher and student
was persuaded to feel that the school and its
progress was his personal responsibility and that his
particular job was the most needed. In the early
years of his career he spent himself as Prefect of
Games, Editor of the College Magazine, Drama
coach and Tutor; later as helmsman par excellence,
he guided the Institution with inimitable skill
and unerring judgement. As Editor of the Jaffna
«Catholic Guardian’*, he wielded a powerful pen
and combined it with tact and wisdom in his parry
and thrust with the contemporary *‘Morning Star’
. & **Hindu Organ'’. In everything he set an example,
of dedicated Labour., and inspiration to generations

of Patricians.

Fr. Long was a strict disciplinarian but he
rejected regimeniation. The abolition of corporal
punishment with the ceremomal burning of the
cane in the College Quadrangle, helped develop
in the staff a sense of sacredness of a boy's
personality and evoked in the boy a responsive
mofivation for action, Consequently the atmos-
phere at St. Patrick’s was one of good spirit and
co-operation. Generations of young men, well-
grounded in faith and morals, in learning and civic
responsibility, became University scholas, Religious
Leaders, Professionals, Civil Servants & patriotic
citizens, fulfilling Fr Long’s conviciion: ¢*The best
is good enough for St. Patrick's'”. The secret was
not only did he see to every detail in educating them
in their College years but he followed them out of
school; many a boy was found placement in the world
of work through his personal efforts.

Cast in the heroic mould of Irish missionary
educators, working selflessly for Christ, Fr. Long
laboured many wyears in the cause of Jaffna’s
advancement. A stamp issued on National
Heroes’ Day, enshrining the memory of his varied
commitments, is indeed a fitting tribute to this
Wizard of St. Patrick’s College.
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I. Every kind of drug available,
2. Manned by a staff of experienced pharmacists.
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CITY MEDICALS

Distributors of pharmaceuticals and Surgicals.
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487, Hospital Road, Jaffna.
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Fr. Long the Juffna man as caricatured by Collette in the
last of the series.
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An Irishman From Jaffna

Now that I am no longer blessed with total
recall, I can’t remember when I first saw Rev.
Fr. T. M. F. Long. It must have been somewhere
in the early forties that the Holy Family Convant,
Jaffna gave us the marching orders, We were
not too sorry to go. After all, we were boys
now and what was more natural than seekirg
admission to a boys’school. Entering St. Patrick’s
was for us, then, an outward sign of having
outgrown cissyhood. ' .

As I recall it, 1 must have joined the Lower
School. Fr. Long was then a distant deity to, us
all; the only time we caught a glimpise of him
was during the lunch break: a gigantic figure,
with tomato red cheeks, and a measured tread
engrossed in the breviary. That figure has stamped
itself on our collective memory. Rumour had it
that he was a stern disciplinarian: several unfor-
tunates who had been at the receiving end of
his ‘cane juice’ (pirappampalam) treatment kept
rubbing their bot-toms (as Fr. Long himself used to
refer it) for several minutes afterwards, But this
montage of impressions would be unfair to
Fr. Long if I froze the shot at this point, with
Fr. Long’s cane poised -high over his head.

It was this very same Fr. Long who later on
abolished corporal punishment and ceremonially
burnt the cane. This shows his ability to respond
to the best elements in contemporary educational
thought.

The next shot projected on my memory’s
screen is Fr. Long in the pulpit. Those were the
days when all of us, that is, Catholics,- had to
attend Supday Mass at the College chapel. His
sermons were pithy and punchy. He would take
exactly ten minutes to preach his sermon (though
‘preach’ is perhaps an inappropriate word here);
you could set your wristlet by it.

by A. ). Canagaratna

My memory at this peint favourably contrasts
Fr. Long’s sermons which really had something
to say to us, though we only half understood them
then, with the dreary rambling monologues of some
other priests ‘who shall remain unnamed.

The scene now shifts to the SSC form with
Fr. Long taking our Apologetics class. His expo-
sition was very lucid and he had a knack for
capturing our attention, with a deft turn of phrase.
But unfortunately like in the Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayam we came out by the same door as in we went.

My last close encounter with him before 1
entered the University was when I was in the
Entrance Class. He did a General Knowledge
class with us; as well as English for ttose of us
who were offering it as a subject. His General
Knowledge classes were very illumipating and he
showed himself thoroughly familiar with the labys
rinthine corridors of international politics. His
English classes too were very interesting. Thought
he had been Prof. Quiller Couch’s pupil at
Cambridge University, he had no difficulty in
updating  himself and coping with the New Criti-
cism. Leavis, Empson, Richards and the American
New Critics held no terrorsfor him, St, Patrick’s

' had always boasted a fine school Library but

Fr, Long saw to it that the Literature and Criticism
sections were updated, with the latest periodicals
being made available. Wasn’t he as pleased as
Punch when not only did I get through English
(at that time, the myth was that only students
from prestigious Colombo schools could pass
Entrance English) but was admitted direct to the
University, breaking a hoodoo which seemed to
have dogged Arts students for some years at
St. Patrick’s?

Then came the heart-breaking announcement;
Fr. Long was moving to Australia. 1 shall not
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dwell on the reasons for his abrupt departure or

the emotional farewells accorded him. Post mortems
are certainly unedifying & odious ~Suffice it to
say with the poet ‘The old order changeth giving
place to new.’

Collette’s cartooa which appeared just before
Fr. Long left for Australia captioned ‘He comes
from Jaffna’, showing FPr. Long turbaned and
carrying drumsticks under his armpit, is the one

I'd like to remember him by,

He was an Irishman who should have been born
in Jaffna.

It's been nice knowing you, Fr.Long, though
the quirks of history made our relationship an
unequel one. You taught us the English Language
but, unlike Caliban, we have profited by it.

P

The following extracts have been taken from letters written by Fr. Long from
Australia to Very Rev. Fr. Louis Ponniah O. M. I. the Oblate Provincial and one of the
Vice-Presidents of the O.B. A., when he was at the Oblate Navitiate in Kalutara and
later at the Scholasticate in Rome. The stressing is the Editor‘s werk.

I.6.9.54

I am grateful for the nice

— Ed

things you say about me and especially about

St. Patrick‘s retreats which are, I think, unique in Ceylon at least. You may
remember me mentioning more than once that I had to ask the Redemptorist
Fathers not to quote St. Patrick‘s boys to the other schools as such schools
might soon get tired of hearing so much about dear old S.P.C.

II. 14.12. 4

News from Patricians is always a thrill for me as I left a large portion of my
heart with the dear old college. I know that Patricians in the past have given
a good account of themselves at‘Mont Eden® Kalutara and I know too that
the Patricians now there will continue that tradition.

L. 22.7.55

As you surmised it has been a thrill for me to get ‘home’ to Jaffna and I
have been given a really wonderful welcome everywhere. I have to thank the
good and genmerous Australian friends who made this trip possible for me.

IV. 28.11. 55

I am happy that the quota of Patricians at Rome is being maintained. I have
no doubt about your keeping the Patrician flag flying. There can never be too

many colleges like St. Patrick*s

in the world. My eyes are definitely better

since my trip to Ceylon and I am inundated with work for retreats, parish
novenas, triduums and conferences for religious - I love every second of the

work.
V. 5.4.56

What you say about our stations of the Cross impresses meenormously. I have
tried them out here and everybody says much the same. I shall have to get
them printed separately out here even though I got half a dozen manuals out
here recently as priests here insisted on having their own copy.

We expect a decision on the site of the Oblate College when the Visitor comes
out here in the course of the year, I should be able to realise my plans,
here at least, for the greater St. Pafrick‘s,

I love the work .as I love the country and the people here, even though I
feel ever so often a nostalgic twinge towards dear old Jaffna and dearer S. P.C.
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VI. 22.11.56

VIL

VIII.

IX.

XL

=

I was in hospital recovering from an operation for the removal of the gall-
bladder and 2 gall-stones. 1 was also suffering from a duodenal uleer. If I
did not know that I had this ulcer I should be telling everyone that I am
feeling wonderfully fit. I attribute the ulcer to the tremendous emotional strain
experienced at the time of my departure from Ceylon;

1.2, 57

I have been receiving ever so many letters from my Old Boys for Christmas,
the New Year and my Feast Day. The Fathers here remark how my face
lights up when I get a letter from Old Boys or from Ceylon, It looks as if I
am to have a particularly active year getting ready for the new college. It
will be like ‘those days’ in Jaffna. My Jaffna apprenticeship will not have been
in “vain,

19. 11. 57

I am often inclined to ask myself whether 1 ever lived through those fabulons
years in Jaffna, but there is the stream of letters and there is the brochure
my good friends perpetrated on me before I left and on the wall in front of
my desk is the beautiful picture given me by S. F.S., and the original of
Collette's ‘He comes from Jaffna’.

How will Ceylon impinge on Iona? The LONG suffering students, parents
and benefactors will have theoretical add practical experience of phrases like
‘The devolution of responsibility*’ ‘Positive, constructive and progressive!’ and
‘Turn liabilities into Assets!” 1f only I had Fr. Christie, S.F.S.,B.R'M,
V. C.|C., Satchchi and my two Headmasters!

If a man is as young as he feels, then I am very young indeed!
3.9.58

I am, thank God, keeping in splendid health and spirits, and thanks to an
old Patrician, Dr. Sivasubramaniam, F. R.C. S. my eye troubles are over. God

has been very good to me in giving me a new lease of life and wonderful
scope here at lona.

26, 2. 59

I am not as young as I used to be and perhaps it would not be everyone's
idea of fun or retirement on pension to start in the sixties a huge college
in a country where one is unknown, has no assets and no collaterals. I honestly
think that one of the reasons why I am one of the happiest men alive is
that my recuperative powers have always been ouistanding.

Ceylon has had much (better forgotten) to her discredit since I wrote my
last circular. I prefer to dwell-my pet words again - on what is positive and
constructive such as for instance the Jaffna Central Library. Any news of it?
Any wonderful thought ? Snaps would be ever so welcome. Pars magna fal.

11. 1. 60

I do have an occasional peremptory reminder from my ulcer that I may not
take liberties with my diet. Otherwise I am in first class trim. The best
comment is perhaps that of a dear Ceylon friend whom I met recently and
who had not seen me since 1949. ‘Fr. Long, you look younger and fitter
than you did in 1949". ‘The old man' can therefore be considered to be
holding out,
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THE FUNERAL ORATION ON THE DEATH OF

Yery Rev, Fr. T. M. F. LONG o. m...

by VYery Rev. Fr. P. ). Jeevaratnam o. m.1.
Rector, St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

“Ecce Sacerdes Magnus qui in diebus suis placuit Deo’’
“Behold the great priest who pleased God in his days’’

My Lord, my brethren and friends of Fr. Long,

When, two months ago, like a lightoing or a meteor, Fr. Long flashed through the dark-
ening skies of Jaffna, we never thought, and he never thought either, thaﬁ’\ﬁ'af’; to be his last visit to
his dear Jaffna. He said that he was coming back in August for a longer stay. But God has
willed it otherwise and called him to his eternal rest. Oh God, only yesterday he was in our
midst in the best of health, gladdening our hearts and spreading sunshine all round. And today
he is no more: O God you granted us, at least, the consolation of that fleeting visit and thus
lightenened our present sorrow. We thank you for it.

Fr. Long was a bright star, nay a brilliant sun in the firmament of Jaffna, giving light,
warmth, life and glory to St. Patrick’s, to the Town, to the peninsula and to the whole Island
of Ceylon, for 34 years, the best years of his life, almost his whole life. He came to usiyoung
priest of 24 and left us an old priest of 57. But he has left the imprint of his greatness on
everything he touched, St. Patrick’s College stands the most magnificent monument to his greatness
its majestic buildings, its traditions of nobility and loyalty and best of all, the thousands of old boys,
Who are thrilled and are proud to be called his old boys. The name of Fr. Long was a magic
word that gifted the Jaffna Plane to the Great war, thatbrought the Air Service to the North,
that brought the Air Service to the North,)that started the Million Rupee Library in the Town
and that produced the living Passion Play of St. Patrick College.

Fr. Long was a giant in stature and his efforts were all gigantic. ' His heart too was as
big as himself. Though he was a terror when he grimly stood at the pillars of Silence, he was
most understanding, affectionate and helpful, when anyone was in trouble, Hundreds of boys who
are doing well today, owe everything to his kindly and influential help. His magnetic and charming
personality won him friends all over the Island, without distinction of Language. But he claimed to
be, first and foremost, a Jaffna man himself. When he was here two months ago, he often repeated,
«Qh it is woaderful, this feeling of belonging to Jaffna.’* Yes, he loved Jaffna. He lived for
Jaffna. He worked for Jaffna.

All his greatness, as a man and as a priest, emanated from his deep Faith in God and
holiness of life. He had the Irish Faith in him and. the Irish piety. His parents were most
exemplary Catholics who consecrated to the service of God all their four children-three boys and
one girl. The eldest, Fred. became the Assistant Rector of the great Seminary of Maynooth. The
gecond, Timothy, became our Rector. Emma became Mother Mechtilde, and Dan, the youngest.
was for a short while here at St. Patrick’s and later becamc the Superior of Piltown Scholasticate.
Thus, Fr. Long camc of a saintly family and has left us, as legacy, his own saintly life The
Holy Mass and the Rosary were the two fountains of his deep spirituality. He has bequeatned
to St. Patrick’s thesc two fountains eof solid sanctity oy the daily Resary at the opening of the
ession and by the frequent Masses in the College Chapel.
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At the age of 64, he was actually on his way to Rome to make a long spiritual Retreat
of 30 days, in ordcr to <¢recomsider his life’, as he put it. He had to get a special permission
for this, because only those below 55 years of age are allowed to make this rigorous retreat.
But God found that Fr. Long was ripe for Heaven and called him to Himself.

But, O God, what am I trying to do? My words of praise fall like a few petals at the
felt of a Colossus. Can I ever recount all that Fr. Long has done for St, Patrick's and for Jaffna?
won’t it be like trying to empty the Jaffna lagoon into a little hole with a tiny thimble? Thou
alone, O Almighty God can reward him fot the tower of strength he was to us and the piller
of glory he was to Jaffna.

We thank You O God of Goodness, for giving him “to-us. We thank you for all the
great things You have done to us through him. Now we beg of You, grant him the eternal re-
ward promised to a good and faithful servant.

And you, our own dear Fr. Long, your body lies in the soil of your own near Ireland.
But your spirit is here with us. - Your great spirit -is moving in our midst. You live in the heart
of every old boy and every present boy. And your own great heart, though still in dealh, has
Jaffna written across it. May God grant that we all meet one day, the old boys and the present
boys, round you, our great Rector, at the throne of God to sing once more our Alma Mater.

Amen.

FORGET IT

Forget the slander you have heard,
Forget the hasty, unkind word;
Forget the quarrel and the cause
Forget the whole affair, because
Forgetting is the kindest way

Forget the hurts of yesterday.
= ANON
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Remembering An Eminent Educationist

In This International Year of

Alphabetism.

by Fr.L.B. Rayappu O.M. 1., L.Ph, 5. T.D.

The General Assembly of the United Nations
Organization has proclaimed the year 1990 as the
International Year of Alphabetism. 1t is quite
fitting and just that the Government of S8riLanka
had decided to issue a postage stamp this year
to honour Kev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. 1.,
an eminent educationist, who had rendered yeoman
service in assisting thousands of Sri Lankans, not
only to learn how to read and write but had made
a substantial contribution to their intellectual and
moral development and progress.

It is a sad phenomenon that there are still
around 120 million children between the ages
6 and 11 who have no possibility of attending
any school at all. Thus it is not surprising that
analphabetism is rampant in the world. According
to statistics, analphabetists in the world number
about 890 millions, that is one fifth of the entire
world population does not know how to read or
write. Of these, 707, are females, that is, about
561 millions; 989/ of all analphabetisis that is
869 millions, live in the so-called developing ‘count-
ries: about 634 millions in Asia, 162 millions in
Africa, 49 millions in Latin America and the
Caribbean Islands, 60 millions in the Arab States
and 20 millions in the USSR.

In spite of the fact that Asia counts the greatest
number of analphabetists: India - 264 millions,
China- 220 million, Pakistan- 39 millions, Bangladesh
-37 milions, it is consoling to note that Sri Lanka

is a country with a very low percentage of people
who do not know how to read or write, namely
149/ about 2.25 millions.

It is an undeniable fact that the Catholic
Church has been mainly instrumental in reducing
the number of analphabetists in the entire world
through her interest in the education of peoples.
History proves that it was a Spanish Catholic
priest in the person of Joseph Calasanctius, who
built the first schools in Rome in the middle of the
16th century for those who were known as the
street urchins, namely neglected children, in rags,
dirty, hungry, addicted to all sorts of vices and
who were not even considered as human beings.

If Sri Lanka glories itself as one of the countries
of Asia with the l.ast number of analphabetists,
Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. 1. cculd undoubtedly
be claimed as one of the eminent educationists
who eontributed towards this.

A whole generation of the students of St.

Patrick’s College, Jaffna will attest to the fact
that the standard of education improved by leaps
and bounds in Jaffna largely due to the genial
personality and the educational .capability and
efforts of Rev. Fr. Long, an Irishman who had
spent the best part of his life in the service of
the youth of Jaffna,
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Fr: Long has been hailed as a modern crusader,
fighting valiantly for the cause’ of education. From
the moment he was brought in from Ireland in
1921 to enrich the tutorial staff of St. Patrick’s
College, Jaffna, he became an outstanding teacher,
not only at St. Patrick’s, but in the entire Northern

Provinge. By ard by Fr.Long became an institution in .|

himself, and as another educationists puts it, he was
sometbing like a modern Colossus in the field of

education. He also was a guide friend of many

an ed'ucatiouist_of Sri Lanka.

i _Fr. Long’s contribution to education was not
limited to the people of Jaffna. Perhaps very few
people may be aware of the fact that Fr. Long
playeq a significant role in shaping the ¢ White
Paper’’ and the ‘“Bducation Amendment Act of
1948°*; Thus he collaborated in providing a better
educzftion for the people of the entire country,
and increased the rate of literacy in our fair Isle.
A_s an educationist, Fr. Long was liberal, progres-
sive and venturesome. It is only today that edu-
cationists insist on giving a totally integrated
education or rather formation to the students.
But already in his days, Fr. Long did his best to
give all a broad general education by helping them
develop their physical, intellectual and above all,
their moral endowments, Thus he tried to widen
the mental horizons of the children and of the
public of Jaffna. :

b
HKie
L9

“Blow, blow winter wind,
Thou art not so wunkind

As man’s ingratitude
Although thy breath be rude.

Fr. Long who was himself a great savaat, an
eminent educationst, an intellectual giant and a
fabulous scholar, understood that it was reading
that makes a man. Realizing the need for good
libraries in Jaffna, Fr. Long launched the Library
Movement. .Not only was_he the. architect of an
excellent Libraryat St, Patrick’s College, but “he was
also the driving force behind the Jaffna Public
Library scheme. “The Jaffna Public Library and
the tall-statue that stands in front of it are an un«
forgettable and outstanding memorial of the tire-
less contribution of Fr. Long to the education of
the people of Jaffna in order to make more and
more people becomc educated and thereby reduce
illiteracy and analphabetism in the country.

Several great men who lived in Ceylon during
the time of Fr. Long have recognised his talents
as an educationist. Lord Soulbury, one-time
Governor General of Cevlon, had a great admi-

~ratien for Fr. Long as an educationist. A. C.

Collette, the famous cartoonist, described Fr.
Long as a champion of progressive education
and as one who symbolized the true educationist.
1 am truly overjoyed to find that the present Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka too has recognized the importance
and taleats of Pr. Long as an eminent education-
ist, who has ‘contributed immensely to alphabetism
and literacy in our country  and has decided
to issue a postage stamp "to bonur this giant of
an educationist. .

As You Like it, II, vii, 174-177

My strength is as the sirength of ten

Because my heart is pure.

~— Ivan Zulrich.
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The Indomitable Swami Long —
the Greatest Hero

by Mr. C, Yamadeva

(A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR :-

This article was written by the late Mr. C. Vamadeva, one of the

Vice Presidents of the O.B. A, just a few days
in his inimitable and emotional style. It is being

death in Colombo,

prior to his sudden

published ‘in toto’ for its sentimentail value. It was handed over personally
to the Editor with profound apologies and profuse words of thanks and
praise. It certainly reflects his mood and his whole personality. It is
indeed a pity that the person who mooted and proposed the very {dea
of the issue of a stamp for Fr. Long should not live tosee it. Such are
the inscrutable ways of God! He was very simple, child-like and innccent
at beart and a man with a fund of goodwill. He was every inch a Patrician.
The O. B. A. in a special manner and the entire Patician family shall
always miss his ever-preseat genial personality and his bubbling enthusiasm
and loyalty. While thanking God for the gift of Vama, we tender our
deepest sympathies to the bereaved family and lay this glowing tribute
of his to hjs beloved Rector at his own feet as a token of our own debt

lof love and gratitude to one who was staunch and loyal and true and

one who had in him the true Patrician cachet

{ am a staunch Hindu and | will be failing in
my duty if T do not refer to the fact that Fr
T, M. F. Long O. M. I. though a Catholic priest
has been a real, sincere and genuine friend of the
Hindus: I dare say, his services to Jaffna have
always been well appreciated by the Hindus. He
was a real patriot of Jaffna. He viewed the pro-
blems from all angles and acted as an amb-
assador of peace between the Leaders of Jaffna and
the Leaders of South Lanka and well cemented
the unity that existed and settled the differences
that arose from time to time.

May God rest his Soul).

In 1942, he revamped the St. Patrick's Annual
with himself as Editor so that the magazine. the
“Bottled Sunshine® might serve as a volume thag
will renew in the old boys attachment to their
Alma Mater and their dedication to the motto
sFide et Labore”. The spiritual welfare of the
old the Patricians was never allowed to take a
second place. He spared no pains to contact boys
who where not quite steady in their faith. Such
was Fr. Long. He was a class by himself, Fr.
Timothy Long will be long remembered by the people
of Jaffna not only for his meritorious services 1o
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Education but also for -the- social uplift “of ‘the
poor people, He was indeed a Jaffna man because
he understood noti.only the .virtues of our people
but -also ‘their ‘weaknesses. He knew that the Jaffna
man by’ himself would not be able to build such
a big library ‘that Jaftna had very recently and so
he went all the way to - America to bring gold

Fr. Long was one of the greatest Rectors of
St. Patrick’s ‘who not only dreamed of a greater
St. Parrick’s but had it all in blue print as well
If he had lived 'today he would certainly have
made a mighty second attempt to give us another
library far, far bigger than the one we had. That
means he was a stateman who would have by,
now found a solution to our ethnic problems and
brought the two communties togethcr in a manner
that befits the dignity of his people - the Jaffna
Tamils. He loved the Tamils and they loved him
immensely and they considered him as a hero and
the Government itself has testified to it by issuing
a postage stamp in his honour on National Heroes,
Day, on 22nd - May, 1990,

Fr. Long left the shores of his native Ireland
to Work for out people, our Church and the Tamil
community. We shall never forget him and our
memories will be ' more lasting than the statue
which the grateful ~old boys have ereced
for him and \_vhich still stands miraculously pre-
served in tront of the Public Library. My prayers
to Almighty God to protect hisstatue from damage
during the various operations have been heard.
it was a miracle indeed whilst all others in the
vicinity were in shambles. On the eve of his dep-
arture to Australia he gave a broadcast speech
to the nation. In it he made mention of Mr. Sam.

A. Sabapathy, then Mayor of Jaffna and self too, A

It is still ringing in my ears, The name and fame
that our Alma Mater enjoys today are all due to
the mighty cfforts of our late beloved Rector and
his eminence. It was during his stewardship that
the College took giant strides: and huge leaps in
Education, Sports and Discipline and his period
was acclaimed as the ‘Golden Era’of St. Patriek’s,
He had theree sterling qualities Viz. ability, charm
and holiness. He was one who considered himself
«A Jaffna man’ and did his utmost to improve
the lot of the Jaffna man. Fr. Long was a Jaffna
tonic and stimulant to which many had become
chronic addicts, He would often say, ¢Prayer
is everything*', <Keep thefaith”. The Long era was
really long and enduring. 1t was a period of grandeur

~and scintillating

activity'= a period ~of - coveted
carnivals, exhibitions; pageantry and- live open:air
passion plays. : i

I was in 'the Hindu Boarding at the time
Mr. E. L. B, Hurulle, ‘presently High Commissioner
for Sri' Lanka in ‘Australia, was there. ‘And the
mischief makers we were we “got- our share and
taste of the Rector’s cane & wrath. Fr.' Longwas
an educationalist ‘‘par excellence’’. He began - the
million rupee fund to put up the Jaffna -Public
Library and engaged the scrvices of Dr. Ranga-
nathan an eminent “architect’ from India. Fr. Long
is ‘always in ‘my dreams. He used to walk fto and
fro on the corridors holding the tassel of 'his
cord 'in one hand’ and the Breviary in the ‘othar
and at other times reciting the rosary. He joined
St. Patrick’s in 1921 and was Rector from 1936
to 1954, He knew that the secret of successful
administration " was- decentralisajion’ and put it into
operation, "He was® one ' who 'readily subscribed to

ithe ‘theory that the ‘Battle' of waterloo ‘was won

on ‘the playing fields of Bton® and whenhe was
appointed ' Prefect of Games in 1921, he 'proved
the truth of it. Sports was his first love. He'was
the very embodiment of the Patrician motto ¢‘Fide
et Labore”. The Jaffna man can never forget him,
Boys cannot easily forget his insitstanae of a slow
devout’ recital of the prayers. Boys ‘will’ also rem-
ember for many a year; ‘his repetition of “And
blessed is ...** a third ‘and a fourth ‘time -and
that in successive HAIL MARYS. He introduced
the Black Book. He got priests for ‘' Retreats™
the ablest and the best preachers. He used to'say
<only the best is good enough for St. Patrick"s’”.
Two of his happiest days were the day of Sri.
Lanka’'s Independence and the day of the consec-
cration of the first Ceylonese Bishop of Jaffna
the Rt. Rev. Dr. J. Emilianuspillai O. M. I. Fr. Long
has become an institution in Jaffna. He took a
personal interest in the students not only when
they studied in school but even after they had left
school. He even went to the extent of using his
magnetic influence to secure employment for them.
1 am one of those who benefited from his magna-
nimity. He' gave me a letter to the Director of
Public Works and 1 was given the job straightway.
He was indeed ‘a true democrat and a patriot.

To Sound a personal note. During Fr. Long’s
time, my elder brother the late Mr. C. Nadarajah
was reading in the London Matriculation class.
Fr. Long tanght Latin to my brother and as he
progressed Fr. Long was amazed at my brother’s
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extra ~ ordinary skill and ability. Believe me, he
was the only. one who carried away all the prizes
beating even the seminarists who were there. My
brother died of Black water Fever - the day the
Matriculation results were out. The moment the
Rector, Fr. Long, heard the news of his death,
he announced it at an assembly, declared the
school closed, came along with the teachers and
students to our house at Navalar Road. Nallur,
placed the congratulatory telegram stating that my
brother had passed in the first division. on the
body and stood with his head bowed in silent
prayer and paid his last respects to one of his brilliant
students. Such was his sense of feeling and love
for others. It was under Fr. Long’s guidance I
played tennis and earned the title “Lob king of
Jaffna’’.

Before becoming Rector, Fr. Long preferred
to take the. middle. ;school classes. because he
wantcd to catch them young, Iame them and mould
them into wellspattesned, disciplined men. The first
thing he did was, to make us memorise the poem
«If’* by RudyardKipling. He knew that that poem
was more than enough a fortification for a student
to enter into manhood and to face life. He did
not leave us at that, He saw. 'to it that the poem
was framed.and hung: at the entrance to the College
Library - so - that the general student population
could also benefit. by it. His lessons were pleasant.
His cordiality. and reverence to the students end-
eared him so much that he left behmd his imprint
on generations of students, He never treated any
student of his as a ‘‘hopeless case’’. Instead, he

FEAR DEATH?

gave dozes of encouragsment and . pep-talks to
the weaker ones ¢‘to “help the lame dog over the
stile’* as he’d put it -And ‘that’ was why, the then
student fraternity hailed him as‘ the ¢ Teacher of
Teachers’® and “P:eacher of Preaciers'’. Whenever
he caned a boy (and he used the birch [lavishly)
he always called him . *child” which : obviously
shows that he did it much against his will and
only for the student’s own good and out of the
love and concern he had for him. During his
regime he made S.P.C. shine not only in studies
but also in sports and extra-curricular. activities
like Cadeting. Another wonderful facet of his
administration was the running of the hostels. The
Wardens of the hostels were also as keen and
enthusiastic as the Rector himself in their day to
day duties. The success of St. Patrick’s was to a
large measure due to his policy of decentralisation
of offices, which we should all be proud of. But
the most stupendous of all, which he bequeathed
to us is. his dcep Irish faith and piety.

Tn conclusion, the Patricians of’ yesteryears
will not fail to recollect the towering - personality
of Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. 1. apd his deeds

.done to St. Patrick’s and to. the people at large.
‘Big,-Burly and Benevolent

exuding Bon Homie
Fr. Long will be -long remembered by the grateful,
dlscernmg, devout . Jaffna man  as long as the
English tongue survives and the last stone remains
unturned in the portals of St. Parick’s College,
Jaffna or the Jaffna Public Library.

Till we meet again in Heaven - farewell dear Fathr.

.- Long live LONG.

0d
H K
23

Bear the brunt of pain, darkness and cold,
For sudden the worst turns the best to the

. brave..

And_ life’'s at an end.

— Robert Browning's ‘Prospice’
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Fr. Long in his office,

(Note the statue of the Blessed Virgin MARY on the
table & the pipe in his hand.)

The Beautiful altar and Sanciuary of the College Chapel

An Historic Occasion

“The Burial of Mr. Patrick Cane’

The Rector & students holding placards
decrying corporai punishment.
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A strikingly realistic Grotto of
Our Lady of Lourdes erected in 1938
at St. Martyn’s, now a part of the <« 3 _
““‘Arul Ashram’’ of the Rosarians.

Prayers at the foot of Our Lady
of the Patricians in the quadrangle
- led by Fr. Rector.

The Boxing Ring in the
Quadrangle. The Science Lab,
the flysics & chemistry
Lecture rooms & the Tuck
Shup are also visible.
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The Late Very Rev. Fr. T. M. F. LONG,

(An Educationist par Excellence and a man incomparable)

By Mr, Augustine Saverimuttu

O M.-1.

To write on the multi-faceted life of the late Fr. Long is doubtless a noble tasks.
Nevertheless, it is a laborious task, something venturesome, which I am both unworthy
and incompetent to undertake. My task is rendered all the more difficult when I realise '
that I have to cramp all that I have to say of that full-blooded Irish educationist from
Catholic Ireland. in the narrow space of a few colums of this magazine which diffuses
the beams of its sunshine to its far-flung Patricians scattered today the world over,

I had known the Iate Fr. Timothy quite closely
during my student 'days. This was from the early
30s to the late 30s. Fr. Long succeeded the late
Rev. Fr. Chas S. Mathews O.M.I. of revered memory,
as Rector on February 10, 1936.

I can remember in an assembly held in the
college hall one afternoon, the late Fr. Mathews
reading out the letter to Fr. Long from the late
Rt. Rev. Dr. Alfred Guyomar, Bishop of Jaffna,
appointing Fr. Long as Rector of St. Patrick’'s
College. The letter was written in Latin the con-
tents of which were read and explained to the
assembly by Fr. Mathews.

Fr. Mathews also made theannou ncement that
Fr. Long would take over office from him, as Rector,
the next day itself. He then called for three hearty
cheers for the new Rector which received a thund-
ering respose from both teachers and students.
Fr. Mathews gracefully made his exit from office
the next day.

Fr. Long, as the worthy successor of Fr.
Mathews, studiously and scruplously maintained
the great and noble traditions of the school, espe-
cially in the matter of discipline set by his prede-
cessor.  But ‘unlike his predecessor, Fr. Long

believed in the principle of devolution, He didn’t
want to keep all power to himself,

‘The new Rector appointed a, Head Masters
the late Mr. D. Saverimuttu, and made him share
part of his administrative and disciplinary functions.
He inculcated a sense of responsibility in the
students. He assignad a measure of responsibility
to the school Prefects, to the House Captains and
to the Monitors of the classes Fr. Long also wanted
to abolish corporal punishment in the school. He
thought it would be possible if he gave the students
more responsibility and imposed complete trust in
them. This innovation, he felt, would make the
students realise their dutiés better and restrain them
from doing wrong. 5 T

Fr, Long did suceceed in his plan to a great
extent. . He was finally able to. abolish corporal
punishment ‘totally at St. Patrick’s and celebrated
the event by burning the cane in a public and
dignified school ceremony which he called, “'The
burial of Mr. Cane*’

There ‘was one duty that Fr. Long wunfailingly
Performed every year at the beginning of  the first
term and that was to explain to the whole school
the meaning of the school motto, “*Fide et Labore.”
He explained the meaning in English. as, *By Faith
and by Labour.'* He told the students that
nothing can be achieved in this world except by
faith and hard work. Faith in God first. and in
our own selves next, and studious labour,
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Fr. Long also explained the meaning of the
Latin tag., ‘‘Laborarest Orare’® meaning to labour
is to pray. All work, he explained, was noble
and prayerful; even studies. He also instilled
into the students a sense of duty. Fr Long de-
fined duty, as that which we do which we often do
not like to do. He would alsosay that we should
not want to do what we like to do, but we
should like to do what we have to do. 1 have
still to find a better definition of daty.

Fr. Tim also emphasised respect for authority.
He told us that we should pay due respect to
authority because, as he said, ‘“all authority comes*
as it must come, from the ultimate authorship of
God.!* There was however one paramount fact
that he emphasised and that was, ‘“Learn to value
authority justly, but not submit to it slavishly.”
In other words, he taught us not to become slaves
to authority.

As a member of the tutorial staff Fr. Long
taught English, Latin and History. Whatever he
taught he ingrained it into the students® mind.
He had a knack for imparting knowledge into
his students. He had his own technique in the task
of teaching. I remember in the Latin class Fr.
Long explained the ‘participial construction’ as the
‘Caught Boy' construction and the stodents under-
tood this construction better:

The' participial construction is like this: a
sentence like ‘‘they captured the city and burnt it
has to be changed into, ‘‘they burnt the captured
city” when translating it into Latin, The word
«captured’’ is the participle. Fr. Long explained
the construction this way. He gave the sentence, ‘‘he
caught the boy and punished him+** This sentence, he
told us, had to be changed into, *‘he punished the
caught boy All Fr. Long’s Latin students understood
this explanation better and the participal construction
thereafter became known as the ’*Caught Boy”
construction at St. Patrick’s College.

{ remember learning in Fr. Long’s Apologetics
class (and incidentally he gave me the gold medal
too, the most coveted distinction at St Patrick’s
then despite my provoking him with my cross
questioning) about the Theory of Evolution, the
Theory of Transmigration (re-birth) the Theories of
Fatalism, Pantheism etc, One thing he told us was
that theories were subject to .change but the
Biblical story of Creation would never change.

Fr. Long had not only done an immeasurable
lot for St. Patrick’s but. also for the common good
by establishing the new Public Library in Jaffna

Fr. Long taught us never to be discouraged,
never to be daunted by initial failures. ‘A failure"
he told us" is only a bend on the road and not the.
end of the journey.’* Fr. Long always emphasised
that we should learn to look at the brighter side of
things. ‘‘Face the sun,”” he would always say
‘eand the shadow will fall behind.”*"

Fr. Long was a man who h_aﬂ tremendous
faith in the Blessed Virgin Mary.

He told us that 'if ‘e have faith in the
Blessed Virgin Mary and keep gazing at her statue
many thoughts would cross our minds.  Those
thoughts, he told us, were our prayers in themselves.

Among the many educationists, both locals
and foreigners, who have laboured in Sri Lanka
for the cause of education, Fr. Long’s name will
rank very high.

In the class room Fr. Long was a teacher of
no mean abilities He had an inberent skill for
imparting knowledge. 1 was one of those who were
privileged to sit at his feet and drink, though not
deep, of the Pierian -spring of his profound know.
ledge. I can already visualise him in the class
room expounding with Daedelian skill the most
intricate rule in Latin or the most abstruse verse in
English literature, with such a lucidity as almost
amazed all his students.

When teaching in the Apolegetics class about the dangers of mixed marriages,
especially between a Catholic and a member of some other faith, Fr. Long taught us thag
there was a high degree of risk in such marriages in that the influence of the non-Catholic

partner can gradually pervade his or her Cat

holic partner leading to the latter’s faith in

his or her religion beginning to wane and finally all faith being lost permanently. As
an example he said, “You cannot live near an iceberg without feeling cold.”
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‘Fr. Longhad in hith "2 concenrrated essence of
‘almost all the best qualities He was virtuous to,a
fault. He loved his boys with a paternal affect:on
and the boys, all of them, foved him with a filial
affection.  Fr. Long called eyery siudent ““child:’
and the students regarded’ him %3s another father.

Fr” Lodg watched over his proteges with the
utmobt ' solicitude and consistently endeavoured to
lead them to great heights of glory. Isitany wonder
that Patricians occupied pre-eminent positions 'in the
country, both in the public and private sectors?

Thoughts of Fr. Long bring back to my mind
painful memories. I can still picture Fr. Long
seated in his office and smoking his favoutite pipe
the fragrance of which one could get as one entered
the school gates.

I remember at a Colombo O, B. A. meetinrg
presided over by Chevalier Sir Sittampalam Gardiner
at which Fr Long was billed to speak, and where
there were several wives of the Old Boys also
prcsent, Fr. Long got up and opened his address
with the words, <Mr. President, Ladies and gentle-
men, 1| come from Jaffna.’ Yes, Pr. Long. always
took pride in calling him self a Jaffna man

It can be said that Fr. Long loved St. Patrick’s
more than his parents, more than his country and
more than everything else in this world.

Fr. Long was transferred to Australia very
much against his wishes. He wanted to live and

die in the land of his labours just as Fr. Mathews
did. But that love was denied to  him. 1 can
remember at the Jaffna railway station just before
Fr. Long entrained for Colombo to leave the country,
Fr. Long embracing Fr. Mathews who was also
present at the railway station, and sobbing unash-
medly. Fr. Mathews sobbed too because it was
he who brought Fr. Long to Jaffna & 1to St.
Patrick’s College. Everybody else who was present
at the railway station and witnessed that scene was
also moved to tear s.

When he was in Australia Fr. Long took every
chance to visit Ceylon because his longing to see
his old school in Ja(fna where he spent the best and
happiest years of his life was irresistible. 1 remem-
ber the last time he visited Jaffna was in the
year 1961. Pr. Long was on his way to Rome
for a retreat,

°

Fr. Long took the chance to 'stop bver in
Colombo and ‘visit his old school. ‘I“met him that
time in the school and asked “him ‘how e felt
to be back in Jaffaa  Fr. Long replitd withVisible
emotion, “Oh, its like “being' back - home!® Fr,
Long really meant what he said,; Fr. Long left
his “home’* for good after a brief stay in Jaffna.
On his way to *Home’ he  suddently took
ill in the aircraft and the ‘plane had to be
diverted to London where he died in a hospital.

Fr. Long .is" now . lying buried 'in his's own
country;: in ‘Inchicore Cemetery, in Dublin, Ireland.
In my daily meditative prayer [ am able to pictuse
clearly the College chapel, my two Rectors, Fr
Mathews and Fr. Long, the other fathers, my
teachers and my colleagues. It is a painful picture
that rescurs to my mind.

I am now in an alien country, far away
from my homeland, but I daily recall to mind
that poem *‘Patriotism’® by Sir Walter Scott, which
I learnt at St. Patrick’s. Yes sweet remembrance.
of my country and my old school come rushing
back to my mind. I also often recall that truth-
fult and painfuk paradox, ‘'the crown of sorrows
is remembering happicr days.’” There is also anothel
beautiful paradox that I learnt during my school
days at St. Patrick’s, <*the sweetest songs are those
that tell of saddest thoughts.'’ Yes, I was a mem-
ber of the school choir when I was at school
My voice was loved by Fr. Long. When I recall
the songs and hymns I sang at scheool they bring
back bittér-sweet memories.

THE GREEN & GOLD FOR EVER

1. In days of yore from Erin's shore
Oblate fathers gladly came
And planted firm the Shamrock badge
On Jaffna’s palmed domain.
Here may they wave our boast, our pride,
And join in love together,
The Shamrock Badge our breasts entwine,
The Green and Gold for ever:

Chorus

The Green and Gold our emblem dear,
The Green and Gold for ever,

God bless our Rector, Heaven bless
The Green and Gold for ever!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



2. Toe Father Long our Rector dear
All glory, laud and honouwr, - - -
For he doth guide us erring sheep
Throughout our school’ career;
From strength to strength ma he gone on
For ever and for ever,
From age to age may Patrick's fly
Her Shamrock Badge for ever!

My one fervent prayer is that I be given the
blessing to visit Catholic Ireland once, to kneel ag
the grave of my revered Rector, Fr. Long, and to
pay him my homage. 1 hope that prayer will be
granted:

The college anthem ““Alma Mater’* which brings
back to me poignant memories whenever I sing it to
myself is in my humble view, the best school anthem
hat can be found anywhere in the world. It was
composed by an JIrish priest, Fr. Murphy, who was
then attached to St. Patrick’s and who was drowned
while sea bathing in the seas near K. K.S.

Finally, Fr. Long is dead and died a long time
ago. But he will continue to live in the realm of
memory where he can never die. His memory
will live enshrined in the hearts of all those Patricians
who have known him and loved him. To live
in the bearts of those who loved him is not to die.
Fr. Long is a name that js destined to remain at
St. Patrick's as long as the institution lasts, May
his gpirit continue to guide us!

Character is what you know you are,
not what others think you are.

— J. P. Tatchct.

Rapine, avarice, expense - these we adore,
plain living and high thinking are no more.

-  William Wordsworth.
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MORAIS

Opticians & Dental Technicians.

50. CLOCK TOWER ROAD,
(Opposite Wellington Theatre)

JAFFNA.

NEW LANKA TRADERS

222, STANLEY ROAD:
JAFFNA

Authorised Distributors for Johnson,
Evinrude Outboard Motors & Kelanl

Enamel & Copper Wires.

T’puoONE: 4187
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HILTON RADIOS

.

AUDIO RECORDING BAR

WE UNDERTAKE RECORDING OF |
~ ENGLISH, TAMIL, HINDI
‘ AND
CHRISTIAN SONGS.

544, Hospital Road,
JAFENA.
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| Remember Fr. Long with Love

by Mr. K. S. Santiapillai
(LIBRARIAN)

The major part of my career was during the
grand Long Era. We remeber his bonhomie and
amiability, his zeal and magnificient achievements.
Let us mnot forget specifically his strenuous
efforts to update the school Library. I am one of
the very few who still linger from a different age - one
of a handful who had practically daily contact
with him. I remember him with love.

Before Fr. Long, the nearly seven hundred
books we had, were scattered in many different
parts of the school. Fr. Long consented to my
suggestion to collect all the books in one site
and have a common library. Earlier, the books
were not lent and the books were mostly for
reference. He approved the issue of books to the
boys and added fresh stocks of well - bound
school editions of high class English writings. All
the books were housed in a Common Library -
the spacious Smythe the Hall. Soon the reading
habit caught on and with still more additions of
popular books, we had the best Boys* Library
in Jaffna; Father Long was himself a voracious
reader. He donated his personal Library, whole
and entire, to the School. After reading a book
he sent it to the library and every week-end I
could expect a hamper of books for the library,
Fr. Long could finish reading not one but four
books per week !

Fr, Long opened a Suggestion Book in the
Library., Teachers and ieven boys were invited to
suggest books for the Library and iavariably these
suggestions were acted upon,

The time soon came, when because of the
Tush of new consignments of books the shelves
were crammed. Fr. Long, to ease the congestion
got a new shelf made every week. The Library
received a pnew shelf made every week. The Library
received a new look with new satin wood uniform
shelves and an imposing array of Library Chairs
and tables. Our Library became the envy of many
a school, so much so, that a ’picture of the
Library was on show at the Colombe Plan
Exhibition 1952, The thousands of books were
sorted according to the Dewey Decimal system and
arranged subjectwise. The Library was open on
Saturdays and Sundays too from 8 to: 11.30 A.M.
and remained open on weekdays till 5P.M. for
the convenience of the upper school boys, who
wished to do reference.

Looking back I cannot but be amazed at the
attachment the boys had then for the library. It
was indeed inspired by Fr. Rector himself. During
the lunch loterval and after school long queues
of boys waited at my counter to eheck in and
check out books. They were hours of strain but
still a happy experience to see our children so
earnestly book-minded.

Fr. Rector presented his radiogram to the
Library and the boys came on schedule to listen
to the school radio programmes.
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The walls had the protraits of famous writers;
Collete’s cartoon of Father Long with the caption
s’He comes from Jaffna"” hung at the entrance.
Father Long was no mean Art Lover and paintings
both oil and crayon of master pieces decorated the
library walls. The Library was also anauditerium.
I rememmber a debate at which Justice Nihill
presided. The boys debated whether P.G. Wodehouse's
picture should remain on St. Patrick's library
walls, Those were war days. When St. Patrick's
was in the thiek of the war-effort Anti German
feelings were running high and P.G. Wodehouse
was a Nazi sympathiser. It was resolved that a

writer‘s political leanings should not prejudice his-

literary fame and P.G. Wodehouse‘s picture conti-
nued to adorn our walls. Once more Fr. Long's
St. Patrick's maintained a characteristic level -
headedness ! The Library was also an important
venue when the famous Burning of the Cane
episode was enacted. Father Long fresh with new
ideas from the U.S. decid:d to burp the cane-a
long standing emblem of the never failing Patrician
discipline. The burning actually took place in the
College Quandrangle in the presence of the entire
school. This was cremation with a difference. The
representatives of the boys spoke condemning the
cane. *'The evil that men do lives after them.
The good is oft interred with their bones”. The
chief mouraner at the funeral was appropriately the
Head Master - the chief executioner whase hitherto
unpleasant duty bad been to wield the cane. The
ashes were deposited in an urn and the cortege

He who weaves

thoughts of love and might,

skirted the roads round the school and finally.
reached the Library. There the urn was consigned
to the Archives. The news papers next day had
Head Llnes screaming ¢Father Long Burns the
Cane®*,

Perhaps the last imporfant meeting held 'in
the Library at which father Long presided was
when in 1954 Dr. Ranganathan spoke to the boys.
He was the Professor  of Library @ Science at the
University of New Delhi and had come in response
to a special invitation to advice the Town Library
Committee,

An old man lives on memories. T remember
Father Long's days at St. Patrick’s as a time of
scintillating activities and spectacular achievements.
Then people spoke of St. Patrick's as Father
Long's school and people grieved when he left
Ceylon and Jaffna and St. Patrick‘s. In my own
humble way I shall always remember this man with a
mighty heart for the deep fervent love for our
Boys: I will be failing in my duty if I do not
refer to the great piety of Father Long. It is his
piety that made him face challenges with courage,
Every last week of the year from 25 December
evening to New Year morning Father Long made
his spiritual retreat. Incidentally I was sacristan,
He got the Chapel key from me and I know
personally he would spend hours before the,
Blessed Sacrament in silent meditation. This was
indeed a very edifying example to all of us.

shapes

his high end in Truth’s unerning light.

— James Allen
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First Ever School Boy to Participate
in the then A. A. Meet.

By Mr. M. G. Gunasingham

The first ever school boy to compete at the
then All Ceylon Amateur Athletic Meet wus from
St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna. This was in 1942
when the late Rev. Fr. T.M. F. Long O. M. . was
Rector and the late Mr. B. R Motha was Coach and
I happened to be the material moulded by them
and sent to this meet.

1 joined St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna on 9-5-1932
in the First Year where my Class Teacher was
Miss Tousain', an English Lady and the Lower
school Principal was the late Rev. Fr. L. J Augustine
O.M.I. I stil clearly remember the tin shed
which was my class rpom and the wooden shed
of Fr. Augustine’s Office. It was whilst in the
middle school in Form II that the Rector Walked
into the Class and wanted the whole class to go to
the grounds at the end of the day and give their
pames to participate at the coming St. Patrick’s Day
Inter House Sports Meet. This was in 1939. Ag
that time I did not understand the logic of making
all students to take part, but I later realised that
this was a move to observe and pick out talents
to be trained,

In that year | won the first place in the
one Mile and half mile races. From then on
1 came under the eyes of our Ace Coach Mr,
Motha. The different athletes selected, had to go
through very severe training both before and
after school daily. The Rector was personally
there to see to our regular attendance and give
his encouragement. At the end of every day’s
training each trainee was given a cup of warm
Ovaltine. The Wizard of training, the late Mr.
Britto Motha, who had never donned a spike or

entered an Athletic grounds to compete, watched
every one of his trainee very closely with books,
and stop watch in his hand and a whistle round
his neck. Every trainge was given individoal
attention and told how aud where to improve
speed, style etc.

1 can never forget the strenuous ftraining in
stamina given to me. It was Mr. Motha who
proved to me that with enough stamina and will power
I could keep up good speed right to the end of
the race. This was dinned into me day in, day out
and virtually forced till | completed the race as
desired by him. During the period of training
once in 2 weeks or so the Rector would take a
class for the trairees, with Mr., Motha. This was.
not only a great incentive but also a fright that one
should do one’s best.

When 1 was first initiated into the College
Athletic Team participating in the J. 8. S. A,
Meet, in 1939 I was able to get only a 2nd
place in the 1 mile race, On the following year
I won the 1st place in both the 1 mile and 3/2
Mile races. I also annexed the Parson’s Challenge
cup for my school for creating a new record. In
1941 I once again obtained first places in both
races and improved my own record of the pre-
vious year. This Record was unbroken for a
period of 6 years.

1 was a member of the College team that
participated in the Public Schools Meet in Colombo
in 1940, I was the only person who was able 1o
get placed. | won the 1st Place in the one mile
and 3rd place in the half mile.
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Fr. Long, my beloved Rector, together with
Mr. Motha encouraged me to compete in the
All Ceylon Amateur Athletic Meet in 1942, 1
was the only school boy to compete in this meet
and obtained a 3rd place in one mile and 2nd
place in half mile. On my retwin to Jaffna after
the meet [ was given a tumultous welcome at
the Railway Station, Jaffna by the College.

My brother, the late Mr. M. Jacob, who was on_
the tutorial staff of the College was deeply Worried-

that 1 was paying too much attention to Athletics

at the expense of my studies. He tried all possible
ways to dissuade me from my love for these
races but the encouragement given by both the
Rector and my Coach egged me on to go on
and L followed them. My brother wasso annoyed

¢ that. he used ito tell his stodents (in Tamil) whenever

I had to go to him, that here was a person
who was a miler but miles apart from studies

Fr. Long was opne who gave the best facilities
and ¢xpected the bestresults in return. His period
of office is said to be the Golden era of St. Patrick’s

A little common: sense, a little tolerance, a little. 8ood humour,
and you don’t know how comfortable you can make yourself on

this planet.

=~ Somerset Maugham
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Good old Days
at

“St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

By Dr. A. Dunusinghe

1 entered St. Patrrick’s College, Jaffna in the
mid-forties. It was Form 1 (std. 6) where 1 was
the only Sinhalese Buddhist. We had a fine set
of teachers: to name a few: Fr. John, Fr. Charles,
Mr. Saverimuttu, and Mr. Tnnasimuttu. There was
a Sinhalese Trained teacher Mr. Pulle from
Negombo. I think that it should go on record
that all the students from std. vi upwards were
learning Sinhalese. As far as I knew this was
a eommon feature in all the leading schools in
the peninsula at that time If this practice had
continued, one can just imagine the tremendous
impact it would have had on the people of this
beautiful Island. Although I was the only Buddhist
Sinhalese boy in the class, there was never any
discrimination or favouritism done against me.
The number of prizes including Mathematics I won,
and my being ranked either first or second in
the class.prove my point,

My best attraction to S.P. C. was its wonder.
ful library which [ class as the best school-library
in the island. My favourite author was G. Henty.
All his books are on hunting expeditions to
Africa, and after reading his full set of books
I developed a craving for hunting. This was my
hobby untll 1971.

1 was in the Hindu hostel and our warden
at that time was ‘Fr, Alston Mathuranayagam.
One day he wanted me "to arrange a hunting
trip to Chunnakam marshy land for a foreign
priest who had come to Jaffna, We were very
successful and managed to bag some wild ducks &
Blue-coots, = ' '

During my period there were about seven
Sinhalese boys in the hostel. Once for a variety
eatertainment the warden wanted us to stage a
Sinhalese play. The play was *‘Magul Kapuwa®’
(Marriage Broker) The broker was W. M. P. B.
Menikdiwela & [ played the role of the bride
groom. It was well appreciated by everybody,
including our Rector Fr. T. M. F. Long.

During this period three brothers from Trinco
joined us in the hostel. Cnce when they were
poing home for the holidays they carried a gunny
bag full of brinjals to Trinco. This was like
«Carrying coal to New-Castle’ and they were
promptly nicknamed (Brinjals) Kaththirikas the
eldest Psriva-Kaththirica, the other Kaththirica &
the youngest Pinchu-Kaththirica.

Once at the hostel vnion elections all the
hostellers agreed unanimously to elect the three
Kaththirika brothers as the President the Vice-
President & the Secretary respectively. It was great
fun to see the three Kaththirikas conducting the
affairs of the Union. One day Pinchu Kaththirika
approached mc and wanted me to give a talk to
the Union. 1 vehemently refused this as there was
only one week before my S. S. C. examination.
He complained tothe warden who calied me to his
room, and advised me to say something and be
done ' with ‘it. That day I planned my line of action
with the rest of the hostellers." We collected old
tins, buckets & anything that could make any kind
of noise & quietly stole them to Union Hall and
kept them under the desks of the back benches,
so that they could be kicked about without
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exposing themselves. In the evening the meeting
began with the Kaththirika brothers seated at
the head of the hall. When my turn arrived
to .give the talk I began, ¢ Gentlemen, the
topicl have selected this evening is *“BRINJALS."
Oh, what a noise they made for about one
minute. 'Then I continued,” It belongs to the
family SOLANACEAE: In Sinhalese we call it
WAMBATU and in Tamil we call it Kaththirika "
I looked amusingly at the three ' brothers. About
this time the tins & buckets moved with more vigour
and more + noise,., which brought Fr. warden. into
the hall whopromptly grasped the situation. vetoed
miy speech. and cancelled the meeting,

After passing the S.5.C. examination with an
excmption_from -the London Matriculation, 1 left
St. Patrick’s College, and joined St. Joseph’s
College Colombo.

Another occasion where St. Patrick’s College
came to my rescue was when I appeared before a
panel of Tamil examiners for the Health Department
Proficiency Exam' in Tamil. = When 'they heard
that I had been studying at St. Patricks. Jaffna
for four years they promptly passed me, thinking
that I knew enough Tamil.

The stones .that critics hurl with harsh intent,
‘A man 'may use to build his monument.

—  Arthur Guiterman
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Father Tim Long

— A Winsome Personality

He shall not grow old

As ‘we that are left grow old,

At the going ‘down of the ‘Sun

And in the morning we shall remember him.

Although sixty years have passed since 1 left
St. Patrick’s college, Jaffna, after completing my
education there, the memory of Father Long
remains fresh in my mind.

Father Long is a person who cannot easily be
forgotien by anyone who had the privilege of
knowing him. He was a Presence with his towering
personality and winsome ways-a lovable son of
Erin and a polished product of Cambridge
University.

Father Long‘s reputation as a great educator
and a brilliant communicator spread outside the
confines of Jaffna. He was well known in the
country. When you were educated at St, Parrick's
the response often used to bec Oh the college of
which Father Long was Rector’,

His beneficial influence touched ‘all and sundry,
whether they be eminent Judges of the  Supreme
Court, distinguished lawyers, Government leaders,
intellectuals, administrators or religious dignitaries.

The story is told of how an eminent judge
of the Supreme Court, a Jew, came to Jaffna to
preside over the Azzizes and left Jaffna with the
decision to enter the Catholic Chunch, after
meeting and cooversing with Father Long, Such is
the measure of the impact he made on people.

Father Long had a singular flair for winning
friends and influencing people - by his radiant
smile, his distinctive charm, his inimitable Irish
wit, his deep sense of understanding and his
remarkable ability to change the thinking and
perceptions of people, who had the good fortune
to dialogue with him,

The cricketers, footballers and athletes adored
Father Long for the appealing way he treated
them and identified himself with them, He was
far ahead of his time in his understanding of
and empathy with youth,

by Mr, Cyril Chinniah

He was my teacher of English Literature and
Christian Apologetics His classes were among
the most interesting that I attended at St. Patrick,s.
I learnt from him the not so easy art of writing
gimple  English, c¢lear concise and lucid. My
proficiency in English and mny love of English
Literature T owe to him and also to Chevalier
Arulanantham, of happy memory. Their classes
were among the most joyous experiences of my
lifes

The Christian Apologetics that Father Long
taught laid a solid foundation for my religious
faith and has stood me in good stead through all
the vicissitudes of life. I count this as one of the
greatest blessings of my life.

Father Long was a precious gift to us atSt.
Patrick's. 1 salute his memory with deep love and
reverence. When I think of him I cannot help
thinking of his doughty predecessor, the majestic
Father Matthews and my other teachers, from
whose influence I benefited greatly in one way
or another. ‘They ‘all contributed to my happiness
during the seven years I studied there - golden
years replete with joys and achievements. In the
evening of my life the sweet remembrance of
these years had a rejuvenating effect on me.

1 take this opportunity to pay homage to my
‘Alma Mater’, <blest sanctum of learning’, the fond
guardian of my boyhood, to whcm I owe my
successes in the Public Service for forty years,
and in the years that have followed.

As 1 conclude this short account of my dear,
revered teacher, a vivid picture of him with his
irresistible smile flashes into my mind and I am
reminded of Mark Anthony’s famous tribute to
the dead Brutus in Shakespeare's ‘Julius Caesar’
¢which incidentally was the English Literature text
for the Londoa Matriculation examination in 1930,
my last year at College.)

‘His life was so gentle and the elements
So mix’d in him that Natute might stand up
And say to all the world ¢This was a man’
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THE LAST DAYS OF Fr. LONG -

(An interview with Rev. Fr. John. A. Francis O. M. I, emeritus
Rector and Parish Priest, St. Antony's Church, Passaiyoor)

Question: It is stated that you were with Fr. Long .a few hours before he died, Is it correct?

Answer @' Yes, that is correct.

Q:
A‘.

Where were you then and how did you happen to meet him? !

I was at Stilorgan, Dublin at that time doing my Diploma in Education, 1 was staying at the
Oblate Scholasticate. The superior phoned me up and said that I was invited for a special
high tea and that a very plsasant surprise was in store for me. The pleasant surprise of course
was none ‘other than our dear Fr. Tim Long who hugged me and went into ecstasy at meeting
the only student from Ceylon and that too from St. Patrick‘s: ;

How did Fr. Long look? Did he show any signs of illness?

Yes. he did look rather pale and sickly but he never allowed it to overshadow his ebullient
spirit.

I thought he was on his way to Rome to make a long retreat? Why did he come to Ireland

first?

Yes, he was to go to Rome but he wanted to see his old sick motber first. She was actually
bed-ridden. ! ! .

What -was Fr., Long’s reaction on Seeing you?

Oh! he was really thrilled and was all the time asking about Jaffna and St. Patrick’s hlth’bugh
he had stopped over in Jaffna -on his way from Australia, This made the other Oblate Fathers
remark he was full of Jaffna.

Where did he actually die -in Rome or London or Dublin? And how did you get the news?
After meeting me he flew over to London en route to Rome. We got a call around 10 to

say that Pr. Long who was suffering from eye trouble had been suddenly taken ill and was
hospitalized.

What did you do then?

Qur superior, Fr.Mcgough telephoned London every 2 hours to get news of his condition. So
on the 28th. I went to see his mother and to tell her about Fr. Tim, but in the meantime,
his brother Dan had broken the news. And the mother said, *“I have sacrificed three sons’’

When did you get the news of his death?

On thc 30th morning, before my lectures I telephoned London hospital and heard that Fr.
Tim was no more.
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How did you take it? How did his mother take it?

Oh well, it was terrible news. I was really shocked. I rushed to his mother and broke the
news. She took it calmly and said, “Thanks be to God. Tim is gone'*. I also went to Sr¢

Clare and told her the sad news.

How about the obsequies? Where did that take place?

The body was flown to Dublin and on the next day i.e. on the Ist of May at 130 p.m*
there was a concelebrated requiem Mass at St. Teresa‘s Church. Fr. Dan Long (Fr. Tim‘s
brother) was the chief celebrant and I asisisted. Since I was the only one from Ceylon present,
Fr Fred (another brother of his) inssted on my heading the cortege with the Cross. Around
2-30 p.m. Fr, Long was laid to rest, and I had to rush back for my final teaching practice ag

3-00 p.m.

Were you able to do well?

I was somewhat nervous but thask God I handled the Class well and got an Honours Grade
for my teaching. It was a Grade IX Class at St. Mary‘s Dublin. I attribute my excellent
grading to Fr. Long'‘s irtercession.

What were his last words to you Father?

He said, “I am going to Rome. Next time I'll come and stay longer,” He then took me
asida, and **said Be a man of prayer. When you are worried, Pray. When you are happy, pray and
thank God’.

What's your impression of Ireland and the Irish people?

Oh it's a wonderful country with wonderful people, just like the people of Jaffna, very warm
and friendly unlike the English who are somewhat cold. Most of them are very tall and long-
lived. Fr. Tim‘s was a mishap and I think we too had a share in his early death. That's a
pity. You cannot beat the Irish for their strong faith and their devotion to Our Blessed Lady
and to St. Patrick. Whenever I go for a walk in the evenings 1 can hear the Rosary being
said in every home. On all feast days they sing ‘“Hail glorious St. Patrick] the very same ong
we sing here.” :

Thank you Father.
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Father Long

— The Great Pedagogue

By Mr. D. S. Gnanapragasam
( Retd. Teacher, S. P. C.)

Fr. Long is normally and justly described by a
whole generation of Patricians who were there
during his time as ‘God’s greatest gift to St.
Patrick's in particular and to Jaffna in general’.
1 am one of these fortunate Patricians whe had
been brought up under his care. We consider it a
privilege to have been under the influence of such an
eminent, dedicated, kind and genial personality.
The little success I had as a teacher myself is due
to the splendid training I received as a student under
Pr. Long and the encouragement he gave me subse-
quently when 1 was in the university.

Fr. Long taught me Apologetics in the Senior
classes and English in the university entrance classes.
He was a very successful teacher and the secret
of his success was his inmitable and unique style
of explaining the subject to the students. He
used to have regular tests and they were marked
and returned to us the very next day with won-
derful precision, We used to wonder how he managed
to do it. He used to come to our classes armed
with a list of mistakes, He knew precisely who
made which and he would put it in such a way
that not only the student concerned but even the
others in that class would not make those mistakes
again. Writing good essays was aterrible problem
for us but he taught us to be brief, strictly logical
and to the point. He used to insist that instead of
writing a big essay for pages and pages and making
a lot of mistakes, to limit the length of the essay
and to see to it that within these narrow limits we
did our best. Whenever we wrote a good essay he
used to praise us and encourage us by his,

favourite remark ‘O excellent young man’. A few
days before the final exams he used to have dis-
cussions and conferences and give us valuable
hints to face exams boldly. Fr. Long used to be in
touch with the most up-to-date methods of teaching
and techniques of examinations and made it a
point to put them all at our service.

It was during Fr. Long’s time that devolution
of responsibility and administration was started
and effectively implemented. The system of Deans
of faculties, Prefects of studies, of discipline, of
games, board of prefects, head prefect, School of
prefects, house captains, sports, foot-ball, and
cricket captains etc. come into effect as a process
of decentralisation of administration and Fr, Long
carefully guided the initial steps of it.

Fr. Long was a man of Faith and was always
loyal to the Catholic Church and to his superiors.
In his administration he gave top priority to the
religious atmosphere of the school. He always
made it a point to be there for the morning
prayers, then in the afternoon and finally in the
evenings. It was indeed a real pleasure forus to
recite the Holy Rosary with him, the Patrician
prayer and the way of the cross during the lent
season. Both for students and teachers he used to
get down very eminent priests normally Redemp-
torists or Jesuits to preach the annual retreats
and even terminal retreats no matter what the
cost was. His policy in everything was ‘Only the
best is good enough for St. Patrick‘s, What really
astonished most of us those days was that Fr.Long
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was personally on duty during the retreat and from
the first roll call at 6.30 a.m. to the final dis-
missal at 6-30 p. m. Even during the sermons
and other exercises he would be there as if he were
also a participant of the retreat. Just before we

were to be dismissed at 6-30 p.m.he would say

‘Silence on the way, silence at home* and we used to
follow them strictly. Retreat at St. Patrick’s was
like an-enclosed one and at the end of the retreatthere
used to be a real change in our attitudes and in
our way of thinking and living.

Tt is said that from the first day of his asso-
ciation with St. Patrick's he was in charge of
the Games Department and sports was his first
love. We were told that it was he who created
the house system. He had a wonderful way of
discovering talented students: for various activities
and even discovering talents in students. He pro-
vided the best training available those days-there
again he would personally be there in the grounds
from 4 p.m. till 5-45p. m. His interesting efforts
were rewarded and St. Patrick's rose to dizzy
heights during- his period, - Athletic champions for
10 years in succession, cricket champions for 5
years in succession, and the triple champions for
5 years in succession in the porthern province &
the J.S. S. A. competitions -a really proud and
unbroken record.

Fr. Long was the senior chaplain of the Ceylon
Defence Force and also the president of the Head
Masters’ Conference. In the discharge of his duties
he used to travel from Jaffna to Diyatalawa and
Colombo during the week-ends but would be back
at school at 8-30 a, m. on Mondays after travelling
back by the Sunday Mail train. He would be fresh
as usual and we used to wonder how he could with-
stand the strain- of a whole night’s travel.

Fr. Long engaged himself not only in the
educational & sports field but also worked silently
and secretly in the political field for the advance-
ment of the Tamils and the cause of the Tamils.
He felt that the Tamils were beginging to be treated
as second class citizens of the country and were
not given proper places in the administration of
the Government. So he endeavoured along with

the then Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Emilianuspillai, to
secure for the Ceylon Tamils a proper place in the
Government. On a number of occasions he “acted
as an ambassador of peace between the Tamil
leaders and the Leaders of the south, and cemented

“ the differences that arose from-time to time.

Fr. Long was the driving force bechind the
Jaffna Public Library Scheme. The one million
Rupee fund was entirely Fr. Long’s idea, and to
form the nucleus of this Fund he organised the

Yarl Vinotha Carnival in 1952 which was a
tremendous success both as a carmival as well asa

fund raising project. He went further to get big
donations from Colombo and from foreign
Embassies. To our ill-luck it was at this stage
that he was transferred out to Australia.

Fr. Long had bcen affectionately regarded as
an Irish-Jaffna Man. The famous cartoonist Collette
was fond of caricaturing him. Hebad caricatured
him on a number of occasions but the one that
he did on the departure of Fr. Leng. to Australia
was the best, In that cartcon Fr. Lopng appeared
with an unbrella in his bhand and a turban on
his bexd and below the cartoon it was inscribed
¢«He comes from Jiffna’.

Patricians belonging to Fr. Long’s golden era
regret much that the present generation of Patricians
do hardly know anything about this great man,
Some have not even heard of such a person. I
consider it relevant to quote from a speech made
at a farwell function to Fr. Long, which in a
putshell describes the real persorality of this distin-
quished Rector of St. Patrick’s. (It was Fr. Long's
enterprise, dedication, loyalty, absolute devotion
to the growth and prosperity of the institution
which was handed over to his care, which had
brought St. Patrick’s to the present status of a
premier leading college of the country’.) The issue
of Fr. Long‘s memorial postage stamp and the fun.
ctions associated with this great event would 1
trust in some way eor other make the younger
generafion of Patricians and the Jaffna Public know
about this 'great eminent educationist who, had
worked for years in the cause of the people -of
Jaffna whom he really loved so much.
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Another Historic Occasion—the

Centenary Celebrations — [950.

The first Prime Minister the
Hon. D, S. Senunayake being led 1o the
rostrum. Fr. Matthews can be seen in the

background.

Fr. Matthews being presented 10 the
Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam Minister of
Industries & Fisheries Bp. Emil, the Prime
Minister & the Rector Fr. Long look on-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The Superb Helmsman and his goodly
Crew that manned St. Patrick’s in 1936

THE STAFF 1936

Seated:

Miss M. Aseervatham, Fr. Chas. Chovan O. M. I. Mr. S. Arulanandam,
Mr. R. Rajadurai, Rev. Fr. B. A. John O. M, I,, Very Rev. Fr. T.M. F.
Long O. M. I., Mr. D. Saverimuttu, Mr.S. A. Alagaratnam, Rev. Fr. L. J.
Augustine O. M. I, Miss V. Toussaint, Miss Hilda Saverimuttu,

Standing:

(Ist row) Rev. Fr. H. S. David, Pundit P.Saverimuttu, Mr. K. A. Subramanya
Aiyar, Mr. J.S.B. Selladurai, Mr. S. P. Innasimuttu (Ignatius), Mr: T. M,
Mathai, Mr. N. Kandiah, Mr. P. Pancras, Mr. C. W. D. Alwines, Mr.F.N.C.
Saverimuttu, Mr. S, Augustine, Mr. P. Sambanthar, Rev. Fr. §. Martin O.M.].,
Mi. 8, Francs

2nd Row:

Mr. J. C. Keil, Rev. Fr. Chas, S. Navaretnam O. M. L, Mr. S. Amirthalingam,
Mr. B. R, Motha, Mr. F. J. Armstrong, Mr. S. C. Lawrence, Mr. C. Sinniah,
Mr. S. Joseph, Mr. V. Thuraisamypillai. Mr. A. David

Top Row:

Mr. S. F. Santhiapillai, Mr. A, J. Selvadurai, Mr. G.C. Mendis, Mr, M. Jacob,
Mr. S, E. Alfred.
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‘“IMMORTAL STILL”’

THE ATHLETIC CHAMPIONS, 1936.
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Ohat

Mr. B. Wilfred

(From our Jaffna Sports Correspondent)

One of the few cricket records in the North to
stand the test of time is the 252 unbroken,
opening partnership by Z. SINGARAYER (112
not out) and B. WILFRED (122 not out) for St.
Patrick’s against Jaffna Central in 1946, Central
collapsed for 40 before these two amassed 252.
In the second essay Central were skittled for 70
leaving the Patricians victorious by an innings
and 42 runs,

«“BOOM*’ TIME

SINGARAYER belonged to the period when
St. Patrick's were going through the ““boom" period
having remained unbeaten from 1939-45. Besides
eaptaining the cricket team he was also in the
Schools unbeaten 1948 soccer side as its skipper.

Among his contemporaries at cricket in St.
Patrick’s, he picks out SYLVESTER JOSEPH (all-
rounder & former D. I. G,) E.S. MUTHIAH (wicket-
keeper) and late S.J. BMMANUEL (bowler)
as outstanding players.

Cricket in the forties was dominated by St.
Patricks and St. John's. He remembers with awe
the mighty struggle between these two schools
for leadership His pick among the Johnians were
the ¢terror bowler R. 8. PFTER and all rounder

reoorcl 5‘::“;1
in 1946
sliu intact

Mr. Z. Singarayer

K. THIRUNAVUKARASU.

STILL THERE

Though 62, he hasn‘t given up his interests
in cricket and football. He is one of the key
sports administrators of the province. He is the
founder member and President of the Jaffna Cricket
Umpires' Association, the official coach of the
Jaffna Pootball Association and President of the
Jaffna Community Centres’ Sports Association.

Umpiring was according to him ‘'a neglected
field. School matches were umpired by Prefects
of Games and coaches and this resulted in **Que-
stionable™ decisions.

With the founding of the JCUA the entire
complexion of the game had changed, He is grateful
to Fr. T. M. F. LONG, the revered Rector of St.
Patrick's under whom St. Patrick's took giant
strides in every field of human endeavour and
cricket coach A. KANDIAH, old Royalist skipper
who was the envy of other schools.

He bemoans the lack of interest in Inter -
school cricket tourneys and attributes it to a wrong
sense of values by the present generation of
schoolboys.
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.,Qeuer .ﬂrom &Fﬂ- CS!‘. @lﬂl‘e

Holy Family Convent,
6, Ings Road,
Leeds LS9 9EJ
Yorkshire,

England,

9-5-1990

Dear Mr. Editor,

I received your letter shortly after Easter regarding ‘A comme-
morative Postage Stamp’ in honour of Very Rev. Fr.” T. M. F. Long
O. M. 1., Yes; 1 agree with you that he was a great priest & Educator
of his day, He certainly worked hard to give the boys who passed
through his hands a solid education, a deep faith, an ardent charity
& love for one another., He himself loved all no matter to what
caste or creed they belonged - In his eyes they were all God’s children.

I got copies of the letter you sent me and I sent ome to Rita
Saverimuttu now Doctor R. Segarajasinghe who works in Manchester
I gave copies to Sr. Josephine-Essex who does so much for the Sri
Lankan people in England. She will be in touch with many who
knew & revered Fr. Long in the old days.

I am sending you a chegue for £ 10 — to further the cause and
I hope those 1 was able to contact will help you in your noble
endeavour.

1 pray you do well & that peace may soon come permanently

to your land where I spent 47 years of my life and loved every minute
of it admidst a loving and grateful people.

Yours affectionately,

CSI' . @’ are
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OUR LATE BELOVED RECTOR

VEI'y Rev. Fr. T M. K LOng 0. M. T,

ESTO PERPETUA ! hik: i)

(Be thou for ever!)
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The Pewer and the Glory of Priesthood

A pupil's sermon at the pedagogue’s Silver Jubilee.

(Sermon  preached by the late

Rev. Fry.

X. S. Thanimayagam on

the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the late Rev. Fr.T. M. F. Long
O. M. 1. former Rector, St. Pairick’s College, Jafjna on 25 June 1545)

Of his fullness we have all reeceived - John 7, 16,

My Lord, Very Revd. Fr. Jubilarian, Brother
Patricians.

From heights, ~great and small, from mount-
-ain  springs; And ytreams, and rolling rivers the
water rushes dowh -ihto the catchment area, into
the reservoir of the giant dam. Mighty walls of
concreté stem the rising flood. For months the
watet climbs higher and higher on the shoulders
of the dam, till at Ilast it is full, and of its
abundant supply a cascading river glides over
the spillway. A symbolic river, an eloquent evi-
dence of over-flowing and superabundant fullness.

How many bidden forces are gathered and
stored in these heéaped-up waters o1 a dam?
They turn engines that give strength and power
to the wheels and motors of industry; they
produce a million spears of light 10 the hearths
4nd homés of the people; they irrigate parched
acres turning) them into smiling fields

_ We may think in like manner of the accum-
ulated riches of the Catholic Priest. Like Christ
in whcm - ““dwelleth  all  fullness bouiiy,’" the
Catholic Priest is a reservoir wherein are stored
the waters of grace. Of that fullness of Christ
we have all received through His sacred minister.
From <Christ’s representative do flow rivers of
living water. If any man thirst let him eome to
Him and drink.

From this storage of “living waters’’ comes
the power that ‘moves] the wheels of Supernatural
e:h:rgy in society; from these cascading falls
originate the lights that illumine the paths to

heaven; from this dam procesd the snicuts thag
water the fields of God, the souls of men.

Therc was a certain fullness in the Pagan
priesthood. The pontiff and the flamen offered
sacrifice; gave advice in matters of state: were cour-
ted leaders in society; were welcome in the halls and
groves of learning. There was much greater full-
ness in the Jewish priesthood, but even that
fullpess*; is but a shadow and a figure before
the fullness of the priesthood of Christ, before
the Order of Melchisedech...... .

Father Roper, Editor of the ‘‘Examinee’’ was
once passing through one of the busy thoroughfares
of Bombay. A Hindu geotleman obvicusly wealthy,
ran up to him and left bim as rapidly as he
had approached him saying, *You are sacred,
aren’t you? | wanted te have the privilege of
touching such a sacred object’’, Non-Catholics

sec in the Priest, an object worthy of respect
and reverence, but to the eyes of faith, ihe Priest
is Christ himself.

Christ is present in the Eueharist; but the

Catholic Priest as the cemplement of the Eucharist
completes His presence in the world. Christ is
silent on our altar: He does not speak. He dees
not teach, He dees not rule; all this is done
for Him by the God Man’s deuble—the Catholic
Priest.

Like Christ Himself, his chief work is prayer;
praver in the prayer of all prayers, the Holy
Mass; prayer in the official prayer of the Church
the Breviary. If a Priest but performed these two
duties he would have more than merited the
gratitude of the whole world, Catholic and Non-
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Catholic. But is he satisfied? No, he is- the
healer of souls: and of bodies, of broken  ‘hearts and
sore minds; be is the lamp of learning, the con-
soler of the sick and the afflicted, so that
cven the most bitter anticlerical cannot but
recognise his refining and civilising influence in
the world, though neither refinement nor civilisa-
tion is the direct and immediate scops of the

Priesthood. Like Wis 'Master' he goés about*doing’ *

good : L s sind

Twenty five: vears ‘ago in‘ Ireland, lreland: :of* s

Missionary saints and scholars; TIreland of Mo-
nasteries and churches; Ireland of Amargh and
Clonard,  Lismore and Bangor; Ireland  of Columba
and Columbanus, - and Fridolin, »;Cuthbert ~-and
Kiilian. Twenty five years ago in Belmost, in
the Chapel of tke Oblate = Scholastieate, from
which eame to us the Conways and the Dowlings,
the Murphys and the Dunnes, of whom we have
heard our fathers speak with so much gratitude
and love. a tall younglevite, in the flower aad
bloom of youth. lies prostrate before the Altar,
while the Choir invokes the saints, that he might
be holy, his mission successful. his vocation
permanent. All ye Monmks and hermits .. -
All Confessors All ye Saints, Pray for
us i rises the plaintive chant. At that tims
we must believe that St Patrick and the many
missionary Saints of Erin obtained for him the
grace to keep burning in this corner of the
earth the twin torches of faith and learning

Among the kneeling, praving congregation,
are many relatives and the parents of the deacon
who is being ordained; parents who incourse of
time shall have offered all their children to God.
The father, now no more with us, but witness
of our celebrations from the realms above, the

mother who would feign be here now to see
the glory of her son, watch with thankful eyes
the anointing of their first-born. Among those

present are also the two younger brothers Fred and
Dan, and a younger sister, Emma, ail three of
whom will soon consecrate themselves to God
following the footsteps of their elder brother
Timothy.

What an example of Faith and Love of
God does not the family of the Longs of Limerick
give everyoae of us here present? The Longs had
four children, all of them they dedicated to the
service of God. Their family ends as far as this

world is concerned, but ends lik river proud
A0 lo&e itself 4n the imgnens % egﬁe ogean: ends
in the Eternal Priesthood Of Chtist, ends' in the
virgin choruses of heaven. If you were surprised
at this, the Jubilarian will give you the same
reply as Charles Eugene de Mazenod, the founder
of the Congregation of which he is a member.
Charles was questioned by his Grand uacle, *Is
it*true you are going>td besnmidsa priest? How
¢y Gam lyoussthink pfysuch a.3te92, Ron’t you know
ou are the last of our family2 Is our name to
%‘m out?"* Chﬁ’ries ‘tHen® ‘'réplied; * ““What greater
privilege cam our family have than to ead in the
Eterna.l Pncslhood of Chl‘lsl? Z

These four: by ‘the sacrifice thcy have ‘made
have mesited to rear very large families to Gode
When in Ireland, | remarked the singular fact.
that all ‘four ef ‘them have “found their’ vocation
in the - Church as educators:: Dr Frederick Long
as' Dean “in *Maynooth. the Ecclesiiastical - College
that trains the 'flower of the Irish ‘Secular::Clergy;
Fr. Daun'iel Long as.Professor of Moral Theology
in “the Oblate ‘Scholasticate, Pillton; Sister Mary
Mechtilde op :the-Staff of the Ladies’ = Truining
College, Kerrysford; and ‘Father: Timothy: Long
ag teacher and Rector of the institution: that has
nurséd ‘us. Is it. a wonder then, that s coming as
he does of a family of Catholic Educationists.
the Jubilarian has -always. . striven to givc. us an
integral Catholic formation., and led a splendid
fight for our schools?

Of. the  Jubilarian's years .in Jaffna, of what
he has aceomplished durmg these 25 _years, I am
by no mesans competent to judge-. For thesapling
that grows under its shade knows not the mighty
proportions of the parent oak. It was not so very
long ago that I sat in his classrooms. Yet 1 am
shankful to this graceful tribute of aa invitation
eztended to the pupil to preach at the Siaver Jubxlee
of the pedagoguc

At the various functions which form part of ‘this
programme of celebrations,” mention : will'be made
of the jubilarian's great contribation. to the
welfare of the Colleze as teacher amd Rector; to
the welfare of the town and of the Island, of

his: social and philanthropic activities. Mention
will be made ,of: the. many outsiders who have

received of his fullness. But short as this sermon
must be, [ must nesls m3atioa his great . apost-
olate as a Catholic priest.
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“T have ,always noted and admired and striven
to follow the deep interior life of the jubliarian
—his sense of the supernatural, his ardent faith.
The grace that is in him by the imposition of
hands he has always stirred up and increased by
a remarkable fidelity to his life of contemplation,
to his vows as a religious. And this interiop
life he has always fed and nursed amid the
most distracting occupations of his office, amid
icontinuous journeys and long drawn duties His
zeal has been like the irrigating waters of bene
diction. He has preached, lectured, instructed
wherever he has gone; he has tricd in season
and out of season to create a like interior life in
the boys and in those with whom he comes into
contact. Monthly and terminal retreats for teachers
and boys; the Legion of Mary, the new life
infused into the Confraternities, the devotion to
the Blessed Virgin—all speak of the supernatural
Sepse, the sensus Chnsti,‘ of this man of God

And what shall 1 say of his
of sympathy for the sufferer, his warm Irish
affection? What .shall [ say of his apostolate
amoag boys, his apostolate among the circles o?
which he moves; his apostolate ~among the
Englishmea and Irishmen scattered over the
Island, his ministry to the men in the services
for whom he has devoted all his spare time.
his legitimate rest-at the sacrifice of his health
celebrating as many .as three Masses a day at
places r moved'from one another far away in the
malarial jungle.

great fund

These are a few landmarks of his apostolats.
But he is great in our eyes also for what we
do not know about him. We know not ot his
many hours of prayer, his colloquies with God, his
vigils, his fasts, his victories and his triumphs
in the realm of souls, his crosses-yes, his crosses
and his suffering, for since he has been singulary
blessed in his ministry, we must perforce believe
that he has brought to the Altar muoch suffering
in union with the Sacred Victim Alas for the
blindness of men, that they see but appearances’
They see but the glamour aad not the tediuwm
and sometimes read a life of ease and comfort
into the most crowded years - of a priest's
self - sacrificing zeal} If the Pharisees and Saducees
and Scribes could hurl the most opprobrious and
unfounded attacks ‘on our Lord, is it a wonder
that we, poor priests are the victims of slande
-ring and inconsiderate tongues? If St. Paul the

great apostle, could be derided and spurned by
the very Corinthians to whom the had given
supernatural life is it a surprise that we receive
the most ingratitude of those from whom we may
least expect it?

But, my dear boys, learn to admire. If today
in considering the life of your eminent Rector
you feel called to dedicate veur life too in a like
service in the priesthoed of Christ, do not close
your ears to the veice that is calling; for in no
walk of life can your yonth find that fruition
and crowning which it will' bave in the Catholic
priesthood. And if today you, parents, feel
called to imitate in some measure the sacrifice
of the Longs and acquire their glory, let not
considerations of a worldly nature prevent you
from consenting to the greatest privilege youcan
ever have

Today is a day of thanksgiving, For you
boys the best thanks you can offer is the living
up to the spiritual ideals the Rector has taught
you. You garlanded him yesterday; but remember
the lovelizst flowers around his neck today and
on the day of judgement are your ownselves... ..

The mother of a Patrician family. the Gracchi
was visited by some lady friends who showed
her their jewels, and since she had mno jewels,
wanted to know where they were. She went to
the adjoining room and brought in her children
saying’ *‘These are my jewels'* Similary we are
the brightest ornaments ef our Rector...

We thank God for the many fruitful years
God has deigned to bestow ‘on the jubilarian. We
thank the jubilarian for his ® wholehearted and
undivided service to us, We thank his country,
his parents, and his eongregation, for having
given him to us We thank God faor the spirit
of loyalty and devotion that binds us Patricians
to our Alma Mater. We pray for the success of
the Jubilarian’s mission; that. he return to us
restored and rejuvenated for another quarter
century of labour among us.

These our thanks and our prayers we offer
in union with the Eucharistic Sacrifice which is

- essentially: a thanksgiving a ‘gratiarum actio’ Qur

thanks, our prayers and our hopes we gather up
in the beautiful colleet of the liturgy of
thanksgiving.

Deus cuus misericordia non est numerus ... Amen
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The Many Face.ts of Fr. Timothy Long

OML

Every human besing is called upon to play
different roles during bis or her life-time. The
degree of success of course, depends on ' the
individual's capacity, capability, knowledge, learn
-ing and  skills-both inborn and acquired,
adaptability to keep up with the times ard
environment awareness of one's limitations, decision
making, judgement, drive and initiative etc.

Rev Fr. T. M. F.Long O.M.I. during his
life time in this country, had to play various
roles in the college, amongst the Tamils in the
North and even on a national level. He played
all the roles t® their fullness and to the accep
-tance and admiration of all concerned.

In his primary role as a Priest of God, he
made great and lasting impacts on almost everyone
who came in contact with him. He gave pride of
place to this role and demonstrated beyond all
doubt that he was a real servant working in the
Master’s vineyard. As a member of the fraternity
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate he amply
manifested his love and devotion to our Blessed
Mother Mary He went all out to cater to the
spiritual needs of not only his students and
teachers but also those who were not of the
fold. By his practice he instilled into everyone
that prayers were the greatest forte to overcome
all - difficulties in this world.

by M, Java Wijayaratnam

He started and endeed every ‘session of the
College with prayers “He introduced the récitation
ot the Rosary ' daily 'befére commencement of
work. A portion of the mbrniug Tecess time was
spent on short prayers in the College = chapel.
Triduums preceding the feasts of the Sacrd Heart
and 5t. Patrick were held. Momth of May wis
given to special service daily. Hearing of confess
-fons was arranged on days preceding First
Fridays and special festival days- Annual Retreats
were arranged for lower, middle & upper schdol
students and the teachers as well.The Way of the
Cross was led by him in the Chapel during lent
The College took a leading role in the annual
Eucharistic Festival in the Jaffna Dieeese and the
College Cadet Platoon provided the  guard of
honour. Special experienced Redemptorists were
picked by him as preaehers for the Retreats. He

made it a point to be present at almost all
religious activities
In keeping with the then prevaleot theory

‘compulsory training of peopl: over a period will
make such training a habit® he compelled both
students and ‘teachers to attend a!l réligious
services conducted by the College.He took attendance
and took to task the absentees. On one occasion
the Rector had to face a berating by one of his
teachers The Rector had reprimanded this teacher
in a rather firm tone for not atiending Service
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and the Way of the Cross, The teacher would
not take it lying down and told the Rector in
anger and in loud tones that as a celebate he
(the Rector) would not know the crosses of a
married mao with a large family. He told the
Rector that he had done a greater Way of the
Cross than the one conducted by him in the
Chapel and stormed out of the Rector’s office
The understanding person that he was, the Rector
kept mum and took no notice. But that very
evening he was at the door of this teacher’s
house with a present for him He apologised to
the teacher sincerely and left. From then on
compulsory attendance at religious service
was given up The attendance never slackeneds
on the contrary it is reported to have increased,
The teacher concerned was so overwhelmed tha
he never missed a single service in College
thereafter, and up to his death considered Fr.
Long as a saint and prayed to him for help.
after the death of the Rector.

His priestly activities outside the College
were equally powerful. if not more, He was
appointed senior Chaplain for the Armed Force®
in Sri Lanka during World War 11, He became
a close friend of a Jewish family - Sir and Lady
Sydney Abrahams, Sir Abrahams was then Chief
Justice. 1t would suffice to say that Fr. Long
converted Lady Abrahams to Catholicism. H®
instilled his Irish fai h into all

‘1n the roles of Teacher and Administrator
he was unique. As a teacher he taught Apologe
-tics, English and Latin. he was able to piek out
the weak students and paid great attention to them
He explained in simple languags and went down
to the level of the student. He filled his
explapation with stories or day to day happenings
so that his students understood the subject. He
worked hard to see that every student got the
message. As the chief administrator and head of
the college, he divided his duties. and responsibl
-lities amongst all the members of the staff
Each member had some responsibility or other
however small it might be, and was made to
fecl that he too was as important as the Rector
for the growth and development of the College-
This feeling made each teacher give of his best
and that too voluntarily. He had such deep
insight tbat he was able to pick out the correct
fperson for the correct job. He showed no
avouritism to any teacher and treated all alike
He did not consult selected members of the staff

but consulted the whole staff o administering
the College, at regular Teachers' .conferences. The
real leader he was he induced every teacher
to actively participate in the conferences and give
his suggestions. In recruiting his staff his deep
insight, quick assessmeant of personaltlies and
rorrect judgement enabled him to recruit the best
He wonld often say 'The best is good enough for
t, Patrick’s”* He naturally. insistel on everyone
to follow this and give of their best. He also
saw to it that his teachers enjoyed their holidays
& arranged excursions & picnics. On one occasion
they were sznt to the -luniagar at Oddusuddan
for a few days safari in the Vanni.

In the role of Prefect of games he was par
excellence. This was the first otfice he was given
at St Patrick‘s The manner in which he played
this role amply’' manifested that games was near
and dear to him. He wanted to pick out 'the
best to form the College Teams. He therefore
virtually got every student in the College to the
playground where the coaches of the different
games could pick out the best talents. The College
Teams were not made up of ome group or
community of students. All were given equal
opportunity. There was no discrimination at all.
When he became Rector. he placed the burden
of Prefect of games on proper shoulders. This
enabled the College teams in Cricket, Athletics
and Soccer to win the Northern Championships
for a number of years in suceession. St Patrick s
engraved its name in the sphere of sports on a
pational level as well. He strode the play ground
during practices and providel spesial nourishing
diet to members of the College team.

His role as adisc'plinarian was misundestood
by many. However a greater psrcentags of persons

in the country deeply appreciated this and seot

in their children to St. Patrick’s Thus the
College became literally a National School having
students from the four corners of the country
and from all races in the country The old
dictum, ‘‘spare the rod and spoil the child*'was

strictly followd by the ‘lector He used the birch
freely and lavishly. His physical make up and
the cane in his hand made him a terror for

some. His firmness was even interpreted as
Tegimentation. He seems to have felt this and
gradually kept himself away from the cane by
using the Head Mas'er to do the dirty work.
He would tell the student to get so many
‘cuts’ from the head Master and the student
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Weat to the Head Master to reseive this.
The Head Master carried out these orders more
as a symbol which the Rector was fully aware.
When newly propounded theories proved the ill
effects ef corporal punishment, the Rector gladly
accepted it and had a colourful ceremony of
burning the cane und.r the title of *“The burial
of Mr. Patrieck Cane’' He was one who was
ready 1o adjust to tims and environment

Outside the College he was accepted as g
great edueationist, There were mAany occasiong
when he had crossed swords with the Lducation
Minister and Ministry offieials in the formulation
of educational palicies, His leadership was accepted
by the principals and Headmasters of the schools
in the country so mueh so they appointed him
as Chairman of the Asso:iation of  principals
and Head Masters, When he mooted the proposaj
for a Public Library Jaffna, he was eiven the
burden of being the Secretary’ His proven leader
-ship, correct judgement and drive resulted in the
Public Library Committee accepting his plans and
eiving him the undivided support for the project
This resulted in his initiating tbe Million Rupee
project and his touring America for support:
The then famous Cartconist Mr. Colletie had
caricatured him in a number of eartoons.

is role as an entertainer was equally
effective like ether roles, The first massive carnival
and exhibition known as the All Ceylen Indust
-rial Rally and Carnival in 1938 was a grand
success, Thereafter he orgamised the ‘“‘send a Plane

**Don’t worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for your
always asking Him with a thankful heart. And God's peace,

Fund' and ‘“Excelsier Carnivals'® He breught in
wrestlers of internatienal fame Lo wrestle in the
College grounds He brought South Indian Film
stars, His organising talents in this sphere was
sueh a great suecess that he earned the nich
name of **Domavan Andree of the Nerth'’.

Fr. Timothy Long was a dynamic personality
with magnetic influence. [n keeping with his
physical stature he was virtually a human dyna
-mo His sincere broad smile was something that
no one¢ ceuld resist and helped him to be
received with open arms and obtaia whatever he
wanted. He used all these qualities in him to
help his students and the people of the North He

got the R, A, F. Air Port at Palaly te be
used as a civilian air port in the North.

Fr, Long has played all the roles given to
him most admirably and for the uplift of the

College. students and the Tamil speaking peopl®
of the North ip spesial and the country in
general. It is a pity that he was not allowed to
serve in Jaffna for a few more years at least till,
he realised his ambitien of a ‘greater St Patrick's
He has completed his roles and bow:d out of
this stage and gone home to his Master to
receive his reward. The best that we old Boys.
students, friends and well wishers could do s
to rally round and make real his dream of the
‘sgreater St Patrick’s’’. To start with 1 exhort
all of you to take very early steps to put up
a three storeyed Fr. Long Bleck with all modern
amenities in the College grounds.

need,
which is far beyond

human understanding will keep your heartsland miads safe in Christ Jesus.’’

Philipians 4:6,7

““ ... the church would have no alternative but to say it would be justifiable for
Christians to use violence and force to overthrow an unjust regime

— Bishop Desmond Tutwu. civil rights campai
-gner & Nobel Peace Prize winmer 1n relation
to S. Africa’s brutol and stubborn policy of
apartheid.
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The Late very Rev. Fr. T.M.F. Lon2
O M. 1., possessed a commanding and vivacious
personality. sober aad stout censes, a simple
and humble heart, ma_netic and penetrating eyes,
fearless and dauntless deeds. kindly and sympath-
etic ears, radiating and captivating smiles and
an intellectual and humorous cahibre. He was
a great educationalist and a well known philan-
thropist.

He was an ideal Irishman who voluntarily
sacrificed all momentary and temporary pleasures
and dedicated himself to serve God and mankind
spirituaily and temporally in any part of ihe
world .

After his academical qualification in Cambri-
dge, he came over to vur beauuful island, the
pearl of the Indian Ocean, and assumed office
as Rector of St. latrick's College, Jaffna afier
Very Rev. Fr Charles S. Mathews his predecessor
As Fr. Long was young and strong he accelera-
ted the progress of St. Patrick’s College. He
scrupulously and sensibly selected ideal teach-
ers, veterans in specialised subjects and versatile
scholars to adorn the educational field. St. pat-
rick’s College not only shone brightly and widely
in the field of academical studies but also came

by Nir. Edward Selvanathan
(Retd Teacher & former Bell- keeper )

off with flying colours in extra curricular activ-
ities

ile was a man of discipline. He always
practised what he preached. He was very stern
and firm in his irrevocable and admirable deci.
sions and judgements. There was no room for
favouritism or nepotism in his calm and peace-
ful regime. The teachers and non teachers co-
operate d and collaborated with him to promote
the progress of the college. As a Rector, he
went round the classes personally to punish the
weak students for the fort-nightly marks. This
Ssevere aetion stimulated the students to work
bhard. Even in the playground the Rector visited
the paritcipants and supervised the games. The
absentees were severely dealt with. His regular
Presence in the playground encouraged and moti-
vated the participants to play the games honestly and
enthusiastically His direct supervision caused St.
Patrick®s College to become victorious in all
extra-curricular aetivities.

The Rector not only conducted
knowledge classes but also moral classes to
grown up children, The moral classes were
very thrilling and interesting. They were very
fruitful and useful to teen-agers, The talks were
very indispensable to would their characters.

religiou-
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SOME HIGH-LIGHTS OF HIS TALKS

1.

“Whenever you want to meet the Rector you
should go to the office and knock at the
door first. If there is no reply or response,
you should not knock hard a second time
which wouli irritate his nerves You should
not peep through the door to see whether
the Rector is in the office or if he is partially
deaf. But rou should understand that he ig
probably very busy So you must wait pat-
iently and politely for some time for your
call "

“Yawr ing and_sneezing in  front of peopl
are highly anti-social and abominable habits
You should avoid these spontaneous habits
with the help of your handkerchief or hand.’-

‘*Whenever you meet a very elderly person

- or an invalid, always respect him, give all

assistanee & make every  effort to
satisfy him. Always help the lame dog te
climb o er the stile'".

‘*Always wait for your turn patiently and

politely. Don't rush or push others and put
otuers into difficulties*’

“Always cheer the rival teams when they
deserve it. But you should never jeer at them®’

STRANGE QUALITIES

l.

Once Rev. Fr, Chovan, a Frenchman was
conducting an English class for our class in
grade six. The Rector came to punish the
weak students for the fortnightly marks,
When the Reetor was abour to enter, Fr.
Chovan signalled him not to enter. The
Recter without much ado turned away from
the scene smilingly. But he never retaliated
or victimized Fr. Chovan.

2. Whenever the Rector entered the late Mr F.

N. 7. Saverimuthu's English class to talk to
him he always requested him (Mr.F.N C) to
be in his seat. This polite gesture of the
Re:tor put the teacher inte a very embarras;
-ing position, as the Rector preferred to stand
and listen to him very attentively as Mr.
F. N. C, was very fluent in English. This
showed that Fr Rector gave due respeet  to
the genius of Mr. F. N. C who was mors
henoured in college than elsewhere.

Tad

Whenever the Rector saw a boy commtting a
fault he would ask him to go and rub his
nose against the wall or ask him to sit
under the table and lift the big table with
his head. Sometimes he would ask the defau
-lter to say, *'I am a goat Father’* Once
a witty boy replied, ‘*You are a goat Father'’,
He only laughed at him.

4. [ had the privilege and pleasure of being
an altar boy and a bellkeeper of St Patrick's
College for two years under his regime. The
Rector controlled the administration of the
College whereas I controlled the working of
the College with the strokes of the bell*
Sometimcs my mischievous classmates put the
time of my alarm clock five or ten minutes
ahead without my knowled_.e. So I wused. 10
ring the bell according to my clock
for the «close of the College.
When the Rector met me all times
he used to ask me, ““What is the time child?'*
I had no other alternative buat to show my
clock and he in  turn would only smile at me.

The Late Very Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long
O. M. [, was a great educationalist and a very
popular philanthropist. He was altruistic. He
wanted to wipe out illiteracy and lethargy from
most of the Taffna people irreepective of raee,
creed, or caste. He wished to ameliora'e and
liberate the people of Jaffna from obscurity and
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ignoranee. So he voluntarily came forward to
enrich and enlighten the minds of the Jaffna
people To this end he initiated and inaugurated
the building of a modern Public Library for the
people of Jaffna. He inspite of much opposition
and supression travelled to Ameica to collect
money for the million rupee fund to erect a
gigantic Public Library in Jaffna Town. Even the
Jaffpa Stadium and the Palaly Air Port were nis
piimary suggestions.- and decisions,

The Late Very Rev, Fr. Long O. M. I was as
constant as the¢ Northern Star. He was not a
coward, -*Cowards die many times before ‘their
deaths. The valiaat never taste of death but
onee'’ bat jealousy soared hizh to oust him
from his seat. There is a grest rumour that he

was victimized by iron hands in velvet gloves.
But his sincere and everlasting works prevail in
our midst. ‘*Honour to whom honour is due’'’
‘Duty is the path to glory'® It is a great shame
to note that such a great man of fame does not
bave a monument in his name at St Patrick's
College: So it is the bounden duty of the loyal
old Patricians to erect a predominant and
permanent stracture im memory of the Late Very
Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O.M, I

'“ Sceptre and crown must tumble down nd in
the dust be equal made’’. Only ‘the actions
of the just smell sweet and blossom in the dust.’’

Very Rev Fr. Long is dead and buried But
his supreme spirit lives on with us,

*‘Long live Fr. Long*’,
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By, wir. B, J. Vincent

Asst. Gen. Manager .
(Bank of Ceylon, Northern Region)

On recciving summons that 1 was
wanted by the Beloved Rector I made it to his
office one morning and I did not very much
worry to announce my arrival but brezzed into
the Reciors Room,- The beloved Rector who was
at his desk raised his eyes and said. “*Will you
kindly get back and knock at the door.”” 1
immediately stepped back an gave a hard knock
at the door *‘Thai is not the way child'® the
Beloved Rector said “a mild knock would do’.
and I gave a gentle knock. Once in he said-
«Now say may I interrupt you father?” I did as
I was told. and thereafter I was offered a seat
and our coaversation followed in good form.

On anotber occasicn Rev. Fr., Long was
baving his evening exercise with his tenniquoit
ring and a class master happened to pass that
way whistling a happy tune The poor man
was rsudely disturbed wnen the stentorian voice
of Rev. Fr. Long rang out '‘Surely master this
is not a picture palace* Such was the discipline
inculcated in us by our beloved Rector Long, which
(0 this da: has stood hundreds of Jaffna studeuts
who came under his influence in good stead.

Rev Fr. Long to those of the present generation
who had not have the good fortune to know him,
was a_colossus in a white cassock whose steel,
blue eyes could terrorize the beast in any man
and his Sergeant Majors voice shake the very
foundation of the college hall. However between
“his cold and hard exterior, reposed a heart of
gold,

Re. Fr. Tong came of Old Irish stock
and had all the characteristics of the
proverbial Irish ‘man and he inculcated
inte all those whccame urder his influence
a sense of justice, love of country and
fellow men.

W 1 came under the influence of Rev. Fr.
i Lcn. during the latter part of my school
career and thereafter when I bad to seek
his advice on iatters concerning my
career path
I vividly recall the occasion I went to see
Rev. Fr Long to seek his advice regarding my
joining the Bank of Ceylon which was then a
privately managed bank. Oan that occasion Rev.
Fr. Long questioned me as to why 1 did not
wish to pursue my studies and having been
satisfied with my explanation promptly remarked
“I shou!d think it is a fine place; if you are
selected give a good account of yourself and of
St Patricks®’. True to his words 1 am glad that
1 had done my part as a Patrician,

Out of school and while employed at the
Bank’s Branch in Jaffna I rallied round him to
assist in his now famous ‘‘Excelsior’’ Carnival
which brought to Jaffaa tor the first time inter-
nationally famous wrestlers like DaraSingh and
King Kong. Jaffna on that occasion turned out
in their thousands to watch the spectacle which
not only thrilled the crowds but brought in the
shekels needed to finance his long felt dream of
a'' greater St. Patricks’’.

Rev: Fr. Long also had a great respect for
all that was Jaffna includiag its culture and life
style He also had a great desire to establish a
Central Library a long felt need for Jaffna With
this end in view he started a million rupee fund.
A Life Size statue of his stands as a lone
monument at the site where once stood the Central
Library the finest in Asia and which is now a
burnt out shell.

I have received letters written in his own
hand which indicate to what extent he was

interested in the Jaffna Central Library, in Jaffna
itseif & in the whole island of Sri Lanka then
known as Ceylon.

Rev. Fr. long is no more with us. But let
us at Jeast fulfil one of his cherished ambitions
to see that the Jaffna Central library is revived to
its former glory as one of the best in Asia.
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The Wonder Statue
of
- Fr. LONG

(erected by the Jaffna O.B. A))

that still stands majestically & defiantly
in the Jaffna Public Library Premises,
the only one to survive.

The Facade of the

Jaffna Public Library. “
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A GUIDING STAR

RCV. Fr_ T, M, F_— Long 0.M 1.

PRI

A NEUTRAL JUDGE:

Fr. Long s dominant personality is the out
-ward sign of his inward fathomless enlightenment
and seifless service to humanity.

I wish to narrate a few unforgettable happy
jncidints I experienced as the Captain of the
Soccer Team and as a student. during the years
19-0 & 1951.

When T captained the Soccer Team I was
reading in the S.S.C, and there were four

players in the team, who were reading in the
H.S.C They made a protest to Fr. Long. that
one among them was more Senior than Adaikalam
and that he should be appointed Captain of the
Team. The Rector a once sought the advice of
Mr. Britto Motha who was the Soccer Coach
at that time.

Mr. Motha explained, there was no doubt
that Adaikalam and Mahroof entered the 2nd
eleven Soccer Team together, but that during the
year's series Adaikalam was more a 1st eleven
player than a 2nd eleven player. Only once had
he to be reverted to 2nd eleven to play a match
against St. John'’s College, and that in regard to
the standard of the game the best player should
be given the due place.

Fr Long convinced those who protested and
the matter was settled amicably.

e ¥

y Mr. A. Adaikalam
(Retd. Post - master)

Mischief —makers punished:

Once we won a foot—ball match in 1951,
its very difficult now to recollect the name of
the college against whom we won.

We got the Rector’s permission to go for
a picture and for a feed at the Milk—Bar.
When the Rector gives the permission, we havg

to approach Rev. Fr. Christy Selvaratnam, who
was the Bursar. Generally the contribution woulg
not be less - than Rs. 25/— nor more than Rs 50/ -
All the players happily went for a Tamil picture
called ‘*Aayiramtbalaivankiya-Apoorvasinthamany’’,
the Longest Tamil picture produced at that time.
When the picture was over it was past nine-thirty,
refreshment at the Milk—Bar further delayed us.
When we came to the hostel to see the boarders
off it was past 10.30 p.m

That npight, the players from the Catholic
boarding created a big scene, disturbing the
boarders who were fast—asleep Rev. Fr. Mathews
who was in .charge of the Catholic boarding
made a complaint to Fr. Long on the following
day

Immediately I was summoned to his office.
When I explained to him the Ilength of the
picture and the duration of the time taken the
iector yelled at me and chased me out of his
office with the remarks- ‘I can‘t believe a

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



picture going on till 9.30 p. m. The next time
you come and ask me for a picture T will
crush your head *’

Although that season too our Ist eleven
remained invincible we were all frightened to
bell the cat. However the ban was lifted at the last
match the Battje of the Golds, where we defeated
Jaffna Collese, after a lapse of 4 years.

PROMPT DECISIONS

One day during the last period, Mr. 2. James
the <hief Clerk at the office called me from
‘the  olass, saying the Rector wanied fo see me

I took permission from the class teacher and
entered the Rector’s office. As | entered 1 saw
Rev. Fr. Mathews seated in front of Fr. Long.
The Rector at once ordered: *“Go and dash
your head agaiost the wall.”* [ was simply taken
aback, I didn't know what provoked Fr. Long
to compel me to do this act. When [ was engaged
in that ordeal, 1 could hear Rev. Fr. Mathews
shouting 'Shame for a Captain! shame for a
Captain!*’

the Rector called me
closer and asked me as to what hindered me
from attending the  Foot- ball practice on
time. He had received a complaint from the coach
that I came to the field late in ‘the evenings.
During my school days with my limited express-
ions, I explained to Fr. Long that I lived
about a mile away from the college and that at
home I had to help my parents. The Rector
-asked me the pature of the help thatI rendered
to my parents.

After a few minutes

I replied that I had to seek fodder for the
two or three goats at home, water the plants
and do shoppicg for my mother and thereafter
dash to the foot - ball field. Haviag listened to
my tale of woe, he was very quiet and calm, He
lifted his eyes, looked at me and asked ¢*What
kind of help can 1 give you child?**

During those years, the last period was a
P. T class, When I said if sportsmen could be
exempted from the P. T.class, it would facilitate
their beinz on the field in time. Fr. Long readily
accepted my suggesriom and made all concerned
to exempt sportmen to dedicate themselves and
bring laurels to their Alma- Mater

. compound All of a

HE LOOKS TO NO CEREMONY TO
HONOUR STUDENTS:

During the interval we always play in the
Cathedral compound. The church was not built
at that time but the foundation was laid.

On that eventful day, it was the interval.
We were playing in the far end of the Cathedra'
suddem all the students
were rushing into the hall. The Rector had
called for a general assembly We were a mischi-
evous crowd. We ignored his call and continued
our games, The Rector called my npam€
(Adaikalam). My friends knew I wasin the back
yard of the Cathedral compound One came
running and said *““Fr. Long is calling you: you
are sure to get six cuts* I came running and
when 1 entered the hall, Fr. Long asked me to
come up on the platform. There was perfect silence
All anticipated the execution of six cuts in an
assembly like that but none ever expected it
would turn into a scene of joy. When I stood
by his side Fr. Long patted me on my shoulder
and said ‘I am very proud of Adaikalam; ha
has brought credit to our College'’ There was
a thunderous applause. When the clapping
subsided Fr Long continued, *“‘Our cadets have
been attending Diyatalawa for the last 30 year‘s
but this is the first time a studest of our
College has won the foor- ball colours’ He
further said, ‘I regret that 1 am unable t,
present the Colours with the blazer because of
the wardays. I like to see how Adaikalam looks

with the Colours on.’” Then he placed the
Colours on the pocket of my shirt, and again
there was thunderous clapping that shook the

hall.
HIS SPIRIT OF SERVICE

The scripture classes. for all divisions of the
S. 8. C. form were conducted by the Rector.

One day while conducting the scripture clasg
the Rector had noted that | was not in my
seat The next day after the class was over and
when we were about to leave the hall, the
Rector in his usual customary manner called me
‘*Captain, one minute”’ and asked me ** I didn’t
see you in your seat yesterday, where were you?"’
When I told him that T had to go for an
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interview he laughed and said ¢*What- interview
for you? You have nit passed your S.S.C. yet
and who conducted the interview?'’ 1 replied that |
had got through, the local Goverament Examination
and that the interview was at the Jaffna Kachcheri
conducted by the then, Government Agent Mr.
Hudson. He shook his head and said *O. K. go
back to your class*®’

The following day atter the scripture class,
the Rector called me and said that he had ing-
uired from Mr. Hudson, and that I had got an
*A’ pass, and that I might be selected. This
clearly shows his willingness to help his students
voluntarily.

A TREASURE TO BE PRESERVED.

Atter passing the S. S. C. I went to the Rec-
tor’s office and asked him for a character certif-
icate. He looked up aad asked me, ‘‘Adaikalam
have you finished your studies? 1 expected much
from you.’’ I reluctautly replied that I was born

into a poor family and that my parents were
not rich enough to support me for higher studi-
es, hence I had to find a job,

He felt very sorry and said that he was
not in a position to help me. He took his pen and
wrote a Character Ceritificate in his own hand,
handed it over ‘to me and wished me good-luck.
When I'came out of the Rector's office, Mr. Ja-
mes (clerk)y called me and said *“This is the
second time that I have seen during my lonk
tenure Fr. Long writing a Character .. Certificate
in his own Hand Writing.*’ ‘‘Healso said that I
was very fortunate indeed- T am still . reserving
it as a TREASURE.

When I think of my old college as an old-
boy it is the image of Fr. ULong that lingers
in front of me as a GUIDING-STAR,

I personally salute his memory. His historic
contribution to the development of the college
shall forever be enshrined in our hearts.

Those friends thou hast, & their adoption tried, Grapple them unto

thy soul with hoops of steel;

But do not dull thy palm with entertai-

nment of each new - hatched unfledged courage.

Polonius® aduice to his son Lael-
tes in Shakespeares Hamiet (i) iii
61 - 65
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PFr. T. M. F. Long O. M. I, is hailed as a great
educationist. He is also hailed as one who took
in building the Jaffna Public
him as a great worker

education is a basic
thought it fit to
human rights with

-an . active part
Library. In this I see
for human rights, for
human right. Hence | have
share my thoughts about
the reader.

The phrase ‘human rights'* is a modern
phrase But probably the conceptof human rightg
is as ancient as/civilization and as civilization  itself
has evolved so probably has this concept.

Firstly, from the point of view of a lawyer, a right
is a legally protected interest. That is, if a
right is infringed upon then the one who has
been agrieved can take the other party to a

Court of Law.

But from the point of view of a humanist,
human rights refer to certain basic needs. If we
go through the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, promulgated by the United Nations; the
rights mentioned are the Right to life, the
Right to leisure, the Right to honour & reputa-
tion etc.

these needs
Corporal
Noa Cor-

Man has certain basic needs;
may be either corporal or spiritual.
needs are those for food Ileisure etc

7-46 Cédmﬁvl:dﬂ O'g d[i[ummt %i?‘fﬁ

ekt

by Mr. Eugene Mariampillai
Attocney at law

poral needs would be the need for love, the
need for a meaning in life, etc. It is difficult
for a goveroment to enforce the spiritual needs,

except indirectly.

Human Rights refer to basic needs, say the
the need for leisure There are other
needs which I would call ephemeral needs which
individuals do bave ¢. g. the need to watch television,
or the need to smoke, or the need to drink. But
underlying all these singular needs is the need
for leisure.

We are requested by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights to respect the needs of others.
Thus it is important for us to realize, first, that
we as well as other persons have needs. That
we all have needs is farrly clear to most of us.
But that the other person too has needs is not
so much realized.

Another fact that I would like to point out
is that many persons are working for human
rights —though we do not often think along thes,

lines. The Declaration refers to the right for
food, the right for medical care, and the right
for education Thus doctors and teachers are
bothh working for buman rights. This would
perhaps bring some consolation to many of us—
that we are working for human rights Even a
novelist who probes the psychology of an indivi-
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dual, er the comedian who entertains people are
in a way working for human rights.

The Universal Declaration has 30
Let me highlight a few of them:

articles-

Art. No. 1 : All human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights.

Art. No 2 : Every one is enttitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration
without any distinction such as race. colour, sex
language, religion, political or other opinion
national or social origins property, birth or other
status.

This shows that all human beings have g
need for equality. If the other man gan enter the
University with a certain aggregate of marks why
cant I? If such a discrimination is made it
would mean that God has created onme person
above the other; no, all are equal in the eyes
of God

After all what is important is the humar
spirit; not my colsur, not my language. If this
type of thimking is encouraged, then we would,
learn to respect persons for what they are and
not merely for their riches or their colour-

Art. No. 18; Everyone has the freedom of thought,
conscience and religion or worship. 1 believe
that any religion that is imposed on people
even by the state would go counter to this
article.

Art. No. 24: Bveryone has the right to rest and
leisure. This is an important one. Everyone must
have relaxation. That is why I belisve that even
comedians are fosteeing human rights. Some
believe that asceticism and mortification is always
gocd. This is not so.

Further, there are those who believe that God
is a Kill- joy - like some men who live in ivory
towers. They are not interesied in the genuine
bappiness of their inferiors. This type of attitude is
not beneficial to mankind.

Art. 26; Every one has a right to education,
As mentioned earlier Fr. T. M. F. Long O M 1. has
rendered yeoman service in catering to this basic
right What is education? The word education ig
derived from the Latin word ‘educere’ , which
means ‘to draw out’ , that is we have to d:aw
out the hidden potentialities and creativity of a
person. Unfortunately, today edncation has come
to mean imparting certain information to a person
True, in the modern world acquiring knowledge
of certain subjects is necessary. But we should
not stop with this. Reading of general books
should be undertaiken with a view to improving
one's creativity.

To end this short article, I would like to
pay homage to the person, who had spent his
life, fostering human rights. He was a person
who responded to the nseds and sufferings of
others. In that sense he was a good samaritan
A good samaritan is afier all one who responds
to the sufferings of others. And Fr. Long was
such a person- '

’*Shame is a revolution in itself. It is a kind of anger turned in on its-

elf. And if a whole nation were to feel ashamed

it would be like a

lion recoiling in order to spring”

Karl Marx
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The passage of time dims the clarity of
events and makes it a conscions effort to seught
out the brighater lights from the myriads of hazy
patterns in my memory. Nevertheless there are
some events in the past about Very Rev. Fr.
Long O, M . 1 which remain evergreen. They derive
their significance either from the spectacular
changes they wrought or fiom the appeal to one’s
senses Consequecatly the latter variety of events
unlike the former vary from person to person in
relation to the same institution.

I. was waiting outside the Rector's office for
a test to be heid in tbe afternoon to determine
the division to which I was to be admitted in
Form I oo the 8th of June, 1940. It turned out
to be a long wait from 9'O clock Meanwhile I
saw some new students dressed like Seminarians
enter the office and return with the division A
assigned to them. I too followed in their wake,
with some trepidation of course, and saw the
Rector in his swivel chair smoking a pipe. I
made bold to say, %“Geod Morning Father,
Could you kindly tell me what my division is?’
He was somewhat surprised and then raising his
eye brows and looking down at me, a little
whipper - snapper, said ‘““Good morning child ** I
could see a streak of smile op his face- He looked
at me for a long minute perhaps somewhat
perplexed at 1 y innocent - looking face. He then
got my admission form, and wrote down B and
handed it back to me with a smile. He could
have sent me back with reproof but he did not
want to extinguish the burning flax in a young
heart, In fact he always encouraged direct contact
with him. From that moment omwards I liked
everything about him.

by Mr., W. J. Navaratnam
{Teacher, S P.C.)

The Coliege promotion  c¢xamination  Wwas
nearing and the Rector was on his usual war
path going round the verandahs AS ilt  luck
would have it, that day our Physics teaeher
was late. We were a wee bit noisy but there
was pin drop silence as he approached. 1 too
was quite still with my book in front. He stopped
near me and said in a eommanding voice, “Why
are you glooming in space? Open up your book
and study'* 1 nearly died of fright but managed
to open the first book before me and that was
my undoing. It was a Tamil book of poetry.
<*What js the subject of this period?’’ the Rector
asked. ‘*Physics, Father,”* [ answered. ‘“Quick, run
child and get six from the headmaster,’’ he
bawled reddenipg. I went at once and as I left.
the teacher entered the class, When I returned
from the- office the teacher asked me why T was
punished and when he learnt the reason he was
highly perturbed because we had not  been
prescribed any text book. Since I had not
explained this to the Rector, the teacher took
it upon himself to do it and even made the
Rector convey his regret to me, That was Fr.
Long’s greatness.

1t may truly be said that his period was
the Augustinian Age of St. Patrick's College. At
that time the name of Fr, Long was synoaymous
with Jaffoa and he became a naturalized citizen
of Jaffna adapting himself to Jaftna’s eustoms
and culture and giving the right type of education.
This was clearly displayed in the play ‘‘Popular
Ponnudurai®’ he got his staff to stage. It was a
grand hit. The Director of Education himself
came over to Jaffna to see the Play which wag
staged a second time for his special visit. But
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it was in the teaching of Apologetics that he was
at his best, making some of the Gospel scenes
come alive with his dramatization. We were
amazed at his deep knowledge of the scriptures.

Good education grows around personalities
snd not the day to day curriculum of studies.
This our revered Rector understood, and when
he returned from the U. S. A. he had the ceremo-
nial burning of the eane, thus proving that he
was not averse to new methods. He really felt
that no education was worth its name if it did
not lend itself to character formatios and give

the stodent the power of sustainmed thinking and
self - expression. The depth of his learning and
his grasp of educational and youth problems
fully equipped him for the work of a superb
educator. No one could have been more human
and humane. If we could mmbibe his spirit of
devotion to duty, utter dedication to any cause
he espoused and follow in his foot steps here
couldn’t be a better stamp or monument than
his own ideals te perpetuate the memory of this
great priest of God and man.

ﬁafticiané n ?\:anca é.emé g‘cetl‘l:nil

On the occasion of the issue of a Postal
Stamp to honour one of the greatest educationists
and disciplinarians St. Patrick’s has ever seen —
Very Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. L. — Patrici-
ans in France have great pleasure in sending
their greetings and pledge of fidelity and loyalty to
their Alma mater.

We believe thatthe living memory of Fr. Long
in the hearts of all Patricians living world—wide,

K. J. Packiarajah
Secretary

O. B. A. France

in every nook and and cormer, is sufficient
testimony to the high esteem in which Fr. Long
is still held, inspite of the fact that more than
one generation has passed through the school
since his departure.

May he continue to iuspire gemerations to
come! We wish to convey our felicitations and
good will to the “Patrician  Sunshine’’, - the
parent body of the O. B. A. in Jaffna, the
Rector, staff and students.
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by Mr. W. Benedict

I
|

When Icame to St Patrick’s College in 1939
[ was orly eleven years old, and boarded at
St. Martin’s Hostel under the kindly eyes of
Fr.L.J. Augustine whom I learnt to love and
revere.

On my way to the Lower School I used to
catch glimses of a forbidding giant who used
to walk up and down inside the entrance of the
College reading his Breviary. I kept out of his
way—Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long. I cannot remember
coming into contact with him till I was in the
higher classes when he taught us English ang
Apologetics. I can still remember his favourite
phrases ‘‘doing the goat'* and “looking like
a cow watching the train’’. Of course one cannot
forget the ‘‘Martial Laws’* which were declared
now and again and quite a number of boys got
six of the best for failing to do their home work.

I had the misfortune to fall into his bad
graces, having been sold by a Judas who had a
good feed at the V. S S. K. at my expense to
celebrate two of our friends making up after
“being angry*’* for sometime. The feed over,
some one suggested a surreptitions smoke in
which we indulged amid coughing and choking,
being our first venture.

This happened on a Saturday when we boarders
went for a walk and Sunday evening brought a

turkey red Fr. Long striding into our study hall.
We were shivering while Fr. Long thundered and
asked the boys who smoked to stand up. My two
friends who had made up and I stood up and
one by one we were blasted and stripped of all
Offices and Privileges. In addition ! was to
receive a public cuning at the quadrangle the
next day.

My whole world crashed around me and
everything I had achieved as a student was
taken away. The ignominy of a public caping
was more than I could bear and 1 confided in
Fr. Augustine that I was going to run away
from School and not to home either. Fr. Augus-
tine dissuaded me and pleaded on mv behalf
with Fr. Long but he was adamant. '

The next morning the news was all over
School and a deputation of teachers consisting
of Messrs. K. A. Subramaniya Aiyar, F. J. Arm
strong, F N. C. Saverimuttu and P. Pancras met
Fr. Long and spoke on my behalf. The result
was that there was no public caning but there
was public tongue lashing in the Chapel while
1 had tostand up. However I had the satisfaction
of telling Fr. Long what was bottled up in me
before I left School & he took it without any
recrimination for he appeared to be satisfied that
what he had done was for the good of the
child.
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Although I felt that I had been wronged in
this instance 1 ewe a lot to Fr. Long and
remember him with affection and gratitude. I
am a disciplined man today and ewe a debt of
gratitude to Rev. Fr. Long and my Alma Mater.

&

In 1945 I went up for an interview for
Special Engineering Apprentice at the G. M. R's
office. Colombo. Two candidates were interviewed
before me one from Royal College and the other
from St. Thomas’ and the Board Members—all
Europeans commented favourably on the Schools.
When 1 was asked what College 1 came from,
1 answered ‘“St. Patrick’s College'*. One interviewer
asked “Where the hell is that?** Then another of
them asked me *Sorry, is that Fr. Long's Coli-
ege?'' I replied, *yes’’Then he said, *‘Fr. Long,
first class man, first class College’* —and I
was. sclected - thanks te Fr. Long.

There is a sequel to my College "escapad;
I was stationed at Nanu Oya in charge of the

Locomotive Depot and hopped the train to
Bandarawela where my father was Station
Master.

- L. had got into a Fitst 'Class Compartment
and when I sat down amd looked up, I saw
Fr. Long having his tea, He promptly ordered
another cup and chatted with me. After the tea,
he offered his tin of cigarettes to me and I
said “No, thank you, Father, Ido not smoke!’’
He just could not believe. it. I had to explain
to him that my school eecapade was just for a
lark.

. I met him twice after that along with
Messrs. Arulpiragasam and J. A. Selvaratnam when
&r. ‘Long went on - Furlough ‘and then again
somewhere else. I could not have had a better
Rector than Fr. T. M. F. Lomg. O. M I. May his
soul rest in. peace.

&

Myself when young did eagerly freqlient Doctor and Saint, ‘and ‘heard
great Argument About it and about; but evermore came by the same Door;

as in 1 went,

The Rubaiyat ‘_o_'f. OmarKhayjfdmby
. Edward Fitzgerald

Honour to those whose works and deeds,

Thus help in our daily needs,
And by their overflow
Lift us from what is low.

H. W, Longfell ow
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Rlv. Fr. Long was the greatest educatienist.
in Jaffna, during the period he held office
as Rector of St. Patrick's College, Jaffna. He
was tall, well—built and had a very impressive
personality.

Fr. Tim Long used to often stress the impo-
rtance of the 3 D s Viz. Diecipline, Determina-
tion and Dedication to his students as well as
the staff. He was a sincere, kind, bard working
and efficicnt head of the College who was prepared
to give advice and help the students whenever
they needed his help. He was a strict disci-
plinarian who believed in the Maxim *‘Spare the
rod and spoil the child'’.

Fr. Long alse encouraged every student to
take part mm games. He used to say that games
were intended mainly to promote health and
experience joy. He made teachers also attend
these cvents to sustain the enthusiasm of the
students, stressing that teachers should not
confine themselves onmnly te the classroom He
moulded the students to become men of

To reach the
path of Love.

Supreim goal,

by Dr. M. Sundaralingam
MBBS (Cey.) , D(Obst.) R.C.0.G. (Lord

s

character and learning when they left coilege
Getting a job alore was not the sole aim of
education. He often said that in addition to
knowledge derived from text books, a student
should gain wisdom through experience,

The Rector would very eften warn parents
of spoiling their offsprings by petting them too
much er mollycoddling them. Parents ought to
to know that the good qualities which are
instilled into the children when they are young
will alone stand them in good stead all their
lives. Under the leadership of Fr. Long, the
studsnts and staff brought up St. Patrick's as a
leading institution in the North both in Educa-
tion and in the field of Sports and Athletics.

indebted te Fr. Leng for
encouraging me to take part in Athletics and
for giving me all the encouragement to pursue
my medical studies. And thanks to him I am
now in the medical profession and render service
with the true Patrician Spirit.

I am greatly

the ‘Magnum bonum’ of life tread the

John Burroughs:
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The issue of a postage stamp by tbe State as 4
souvenir to honour the late Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long
0. m. i. is indeed an act of gratitude by the country
and its people for one who did his best for the
welfare of individuals, groups, the state, and the
country at large & for peace and unity in  Sri
Lanka. I was a student at St. Patrick’s for 10
years, having finished my primary at the Holy
Family Cenvent, Jaffna, during the reign of Rev-
Mother. Clare. Thaaks be to God for her foster-
ing care of my education in my childhood. Fr.
Long was an  inveterate disviplinarian. He
maiuntained two wooden pillars of silence black
in colour at the entrance to the then College
and forbade the loitering of students at ‘Kulirappa’s
Junction® the rendezvovs of pupils,
morning and noon bell rang for the sessions. He
insisted on the presence of students in the Study
Hall if ever they happencd to come before time.
He strolled the precincts like a hawk wtth his
missal in hand to eatch any offinder,

One noon we were having fun and frolic a;
Kulirappa's Junction and waiting for the bell to ring
Fr, Long paced forward along St. Patriek’s :.oad.
from the Northern side towards the infamour
junction, reading his missal. All ran helter skeltes
towards the Study Hall. Blocked by the running
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crowd I and a few others could not speed up.
We were spotted out The bell rang. After the
prayers Fr.Long shouted, ‘'Starislaus, Antony and
Felthman fall out and get into my office‘. We
receivéd three cuts on our buttocks- We were
writhing in pain. That was the last day of my
stay at Kulirappar’s junction.

A similar incident occurred another day at
the *Piliars of silence!” Edmund Paul, Rangaraijah,
Joseph St. George and I enterred the portals
talking loudly in Tamil and when just passin8
the silence zone Fr. Long emerged from a corner
and nabbed us & shoved us into his ofiiee. We
were given five cuts each op our buttoeks for
the offence of talking in Tamil and .for breaking
the silence rule.

That was how we were moulded at St
Patrick’s to be law abiding., dutiful and religious
minded citizens, by Rev Fr. Long.

Many old boys were found jobs by him in
Firms, Banks and the Police Department, Fr.Long
was also generous and kind - hearted. He found that
some of the students were very often being
chased out of class for ncn-payment of scheol
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fees in time. One day our Latin Teacher, Rev.
Fr. Peter, (now deceased) asked me and my
class mate M. A D. Vincent who Later became
Prof and was known as Prof Devanayagaa, to
see the Rector. We were surprised to receive a
bonanza from Fr. Long.

He said that our progress in studies had beea
watched keenly by him and since our parentg
were not financially well off to pay our school-
fees the * Selvamaniam Scholarship * was being
offered tous to be shared by both till we Mat-
riculated. By this offer we had to pay only half
the school fees monthly. This was his magnani-
mity to poor but bright studeats. Fr. Long car-
ved a niche in my heart. When Working at the
Maradana Railway Station in the Lost Property

Section, m tobaccco pipe was handed over to me
emanating fine aroma, as found property in the
berth compartment. Having checked the berth
Jist I found that the owner was my Rector
Fr. Long I mailed an official letter for verifica-
tion. He replied by return °‘Stanislaus, an old
boy has .beon there at the right spot at the
right time. Send it by the next passenger
train. I shall have the rail freight paid and

. coliected at Jaffna. Thank you. Lord bless you’

Thus every old boy had an affection for him.
why? His rigidity blended with kindness turned
out every student to be a good citizen and eve-
Iy student realised his aptitnde in the society
What a contrast now! M™May the Good Lord
grant you eternal bliss dear Father and we beg
you to remember your old boys and to pray
for them

For what are men better than sheep or goats that nourish

a blind life within the brain,

If knowing God they lift not hands of prayer
Both for themselves and those who call them friend?

Jrom ‘Morte de Arthur’ by Lord
Ternyson.

Revenge, at first though sweet, Bitter ere long back on itself recoils.

Milton (Paradise Lost)

To ease another’s heartache is to forget one’s own.

4dbraham Lincoin.
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Dejected ?

APPROPRIATE GIFT: A Correspondent informs us that a friend of his recently donated
a loudspeaker to his parish church as a memorial to his deceased wife, »

.‘Looks like a bad storm coming up,'” said the hostess, * You'd beiter stay for dinner,*’

*‘No thanks’* said the guest absently, “'I don't think it will be that bad,’’ »*

The priest was sitting in the confessional in the semi-darkness when suddenly two
sets of eyes appeared om the penitent’s side ‘“What's this?’* he said.

One of the sets of eyes owned a small voice. It said:

“Father my little brother here is such a liar that 1 came in with him to make
sure he tells the truth.*’ 3

_““My boss is the same as he was twenty-five vears ago,”’

“But that's impossible,*’
‘* That's what I'm saying, he has always been impossible '’ »

A school medical officer was once speaking from the boxing ring in the quadrangle
at S. P. C on T. B. Halfway through, the Rector, Fr. Long climbed up and said,

“‘Bxcuse me doctor, but another word for T. B. is consumption, isn't it?'’
The doctor replied, “Yes, Father.”’

The Rector then threw up his arms in a theatrical manner and holding his head said,
“Oh dear! In that case all our boarders have got terrible consumption,’’ E 3

Tommy was in tears: Daddy hit his finger with the hammer.’” **You shouldn’t cry
about that, you should laugh.””
*“That’s what I was doing, but daddy saw me."’

Old hen to young hen: ‘‘Always remember: an egg a day keeps the axe away.’” #

Don’t keep telling her that you are unworthy of her,’” ‘*Why mot?”
*‘Lev it come as a surprise.”’ &

.*The boss said he saw you going home long after mid-night. What were you doing?*!
“We were playing golf.”
“Playing golf at that time of night?”’
““Yes: we were using night clubs.”’ Y

A large crowd gathered for the funeral of the farmer’s mother—in-law, who had been
Kicked to death by the farmer's mule. But the predominance of men among the
mourners was a cause of comment, even by the minister who asked why there

were $so many men present.
«'Oh,'* said the farmer, ‘‘they all came to buy that mule.’’ E 2

A woman was talking about the small attendance at church. ‘It gets se bad on
Sunday morning,’”” she said, ‘‘that when the minister says, *Dearly beloved,” it
makes me blush.’’ &
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A Lady’s Testimony

by Miss Hippolita Saverimuttu

¥ (A

y No nrews could have been more welcome,
" soul satisfying and heart warming to me than
that ‘of the issue of a stamp in honour of
Father Long.

Father Long till lives and will continue to
live in the hearts and minds of so many, prac-
tically all over the world and not merely in.
Ceylon, Ireland or Australia. We Tamils today
occupy some Spot in every part of the world.

When nature makes & -genius, she breaks the

. mould. When God created Fr. Loang and sept:

him to Ceylon, to Jaffna and to St. Patrick’s,
- He 'mada sure that there was no equal to Fr.
Long. Father Lorg reached immeasurable heights
in very many fields, may it be with the ,oung

-: Patricians, the old Patricians, their families, the

people of Jaffna or the people of Ceylon in
general. With his liberal views on Religion,

-

Education, Sports and Polities - his ferthright-
ness, courage and dynamism he dispelled th.
narrow outlook on relig-ous beliefs and madee
all respect each other’s Religion.

With us Fr. Long is a house- hold name
Memories of him go back to 922 when my fa:
ther was & teacher and Jater a headmaster when
Father Long returned from England. My sister
was named Ewma after Fr. Long.s sister, a nun
in Treland and my brother Timothy after Father
Long Two of my sisters Hilda & Rita were on
thestaff aleng with my father. 1 was a child
then Now I am 74

I do not know why | write H tﬁii&,&_ Nr.rt'
wonder [ caznot restrain my ‘thoughts.

He was a great man- a powerfu["'& saintly
man, a sublime human. You..‘have - dome bim ~
honour which he richly deserves.

Hippolyta' Savirimuttu
5,Cavendish Avenue,
London N3 QP
'United Kingdom
.7t April, 1990.
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by Mrs. A. Saminather, J. P,
0.St. )., M.M.C.

In the early twenties Rev. Fr. Charles 8.
Mathews - then Rector of St. Patrick's College
had visions of raising the position of the College
to great heights and to help him in this noble
task, he brought two Irish - men and a French - man
all oblates, namely Rev. Fr. Long, Rev, Fr.
Collin and Rev, Fr. Guyomar. These young
energetic and enthusiastic priests, put their heart
and soul to fulfil Fr. Mathews® ambition. Their
efforts helped him to build the ‘greater St.
Patrick’s, though only half finished, with the
chapel as the centre. This edifice was the only
one of its kind in beight and imposing structure
to dominate the Jaffna scene. The college rose to
heights of glory academically, in Sports and games
and in almost every sphere of educational and
social development. There was a Cadet Corp the
only one in the whole Peninsula, which brought
great credit to the college by winning the all-
Island Trophies at the Diyatalawa Army Camp:
Some of its members became Lt. Colonels, Majors
and other high officers in the Ceylon Army and
saw action in various parts of the world during
world war Il. The man behind these activities
was Fr. Long.

Fr. Long succeeded Fr, Mathews in 1936 as
Rector and was at the helm till 1954. The
‘Golden Era’® of the College started with him.
The number of students increas d by leaps and
bounds and the college was so famous for its
discipline and success in Public Exams and Sports
that many a parent from down south Sri Lanka
and even from South Africa sent their soms to
this institution and some of these illustrious
Patricians became Religious digintarics, Ministers
Ambassadors and Govt, Agents and adorned the
Civil Service of the country with merit and
distinction in the various pre and post independ-
ent Governments.

Fr. Long was a man of wmany parts. He
involved himself in all aspects of the life of the
Jaffna man. He was interested in the social
economical and religious activities of the common-
man; He had a special love for the back-ward
and down - trodden masses of the Peninsula, When
the ‘Temperance Movement’ left hundreds of
families destitute, it was he, who took up their
cause with courage and fortitude and brought
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relief to them, He did his best to eliminate
the social disablities of the poor in the area

He was a born organiser and had the *Midas
touch Any cauvse that he took up was always a
success; hence he was consulted by many when
they launched some project to raise funds for
some purpose of amelioration; to mention a few
‘The send a plane fund Carnival was not onlya
tremendous success but the Jaffna people saw
many things for the first time - a Sea - Plane on
the lagoon and in the Carnival grounds ‘Dodge-
em-Cars' , giant wheels and many other novelties.
The million rupee library fund was launched
and was acclaimed internationally and the result
was the famous Jaffna Library, built in 1956
and devastated by vandals in 1983. [t was &
cynosure both in archiiecture. dimepsion and
contents of valuable manuscripts and books and
was the pride of all South Asian countries. His
contribution is honoured by his statue at the
library site and this fortunately escaped the fate
of the library

He was a Colossus amongst his contempora-
ries His imposing stature, benign ways and forth
right speech ndeared him to all those who came
in contact with him. He was considered the voice
of Jaffna by Politicians, FEducationalists and
Social workers; no project for the betiermen) of
Society was taken up without his advice Volumes
can be written to illustrate the many sided facet of
his activities He was an honoured citizen of
Sri Lanka and his influence with the Governm-
ent was such that it helped him to secure Hon-
orary Citizenship rot only for bimself but to

many other Europeans and one of these was Sr.
Josephine Tynan, the then Principal of the Holy
Family Convent, Collegiate School, Jaffna I can-
not conclude this article without mentoning his
Religious zeal, his love for the Blessed Sacrame-
nt. the Sacred Heart and to Miry Imma=culate.
He was a man of prayer and to those in trou-

ble his one remedy was exhortation to prayer

As a Priest of God he led the young and old
to love and serve God by his example. His
stentorian voice held spell bound the ocongregat-
ion at his sermons. The First Friday devotion
was inspiring. The Knights and Hand-maids of
the Blessed Sacrament wexe his special organisati-
ons The sister Colleges, Patricians and Familian$
were brought together on the last Sunday of
October on the feast of Christ the King and
the chapel resounded with the chorus of young
voices chanting the ‘Christus Vincit® with Rev,
Fr. Chouvan at the Organ and Fr Long in thg
Pulpit. Every student in the upper forms of the
College was expected to be present at the Sunday
morning Mass and evening Benediction. The Triduum
preceding the Feast of St.Patrick was attended
by all students irrespeetive of Religion. Prayer
was the weapon, that brooght him, his successes.
He left our shores to continue his missionary
educat onal work in new pastures im Australia,
where he founded the ‘lona‘ Cellzgze in Brisbane
and was its first Rector. He visited Sri Lanka
on his way to Ireland in 1961 and the same
vear on ths 30th of Aoril he passed away in Lonlon

to enjoy Eterval Glory. He was buried in his
native land - Eire. It is gratifying to see the
nation, honouring such a great-man an Irish-man
by birth but a Sri Lanka by his life, work and
solicitude for the nation by issuing a commem-

orative stamp, to perpetuate his memory.

I laugh not at another’s loss;

I grudge not at another’s pain;

No worldly waves my mind can toss;
My state at one doth still remain;
1 fear no foe, I fawn no friend;

I loathe not life, nor dread my end,

Sir Edward Dyer.
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by Mr. A. Antony, J.P., U. M,

It is my pride and privilege to pay my
humble tribute to a person who had been my
mentor, disciplinarian and Rector in the persona]
ity of Very Rev Fr T M. F Long O M. I It.
has been my unique and singular distinction of
being a student and teacher under his Rectorship-
Althcugh my period as a teacher was short at
St. Pauick’s, I spent nearly ten years as a student.
I was in the First Form in 1936 when Fr. Long
took over the Rectorship of St. Patrick’s and
he was still Reetor when I left St. Patrick’s
in 1941.

During my period as student at St, Patrick’s
1 was very unfortunate in that ] always was
at the receiving end of his cane. I was very
mischievous and though he punished me for all
my mischicf, he did it with fatherly affection
calling me “Child'* and with a view to correct
ing me. He extended his loving care and
protection over me. There were many confronta-
tions and I remember vividly Fr. Long telling
me, ‘“‘Actony, next time 1 will hand you over
to the Police as you are uncontrollable.’’ It was
this very same Fr. Long who took me on the
staff of St. Patrick’'s and when I left in 1947
gave me a fine character certificate, which T still
preserve, protect and cherish. To quote one
sentence out of it: “We cannot pay him a higher

tribute than we did when we appointed him to
our Teaching Staff.’’ That was the kind gentleman
Fr. Long was. He never harboured any ill fe:l.ng
or animosity toward any student. His punctual ty
was proverbial. He trained us to be punctual for
all our activities True te his training Iam still
maintaining this European trait which is so much
wanting in Jaffna. He was much concerned about
the studies of all of us and ecqually concerned
about our participation in sports too. Before any
big encounter with other Colleges he would
brief us onp how we should behave and exhorted
us to give an ovation to the opposite side
when it did well. Such was his broad outlook
of all men and matters.

I remember once Fr. B. A. John, our Vice
Rector addressing vs after a Sports Mest at
St. Martyn’'s Seminary Grounds- He related a
most thrilling episode. It appears that Fr. Long’s
laundry man, the dhoby had put the dhoby
mark as T. M. L. instead of T M F on Fr Long's
cassock. When qustioned the dhoby, had said
that his impression was that Fr. Long was a
Tamil and that thought had induced him to
mark it on the Casseck in shert-hand form
leaving out the letters **A“* and *‘I’" Fr. Long
has identified himself with the Tamils so much
that he was indeed a Tamil and wanted to die
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as a Tamil and bury his bones in Jaffna, But
as an oblate he had to serve the poor and the
needy and had to leave the shores of Jaffna.

One will be failing in one’s duty if one
dose not mention his contribution to the needs
of the people of Jaffna. The living memory of
his large heartedness and his spirit of service
i3 the Jaffna Library which stands as a sentinel
to his s gacity and his contribution to satiate
the literarv needs of the people of Jaffna. I was
also fortunate to be present at the Silver Jubilee
Mass and celebrations of Fr. Long at St. Mary's
Cathedral which was attended by several Service
Personnel as he was the Chaplain of the allied
forces stationed at Palaly.

Fr. Long did not confine himself to Education
alone but involved himself in other spheres
whenever he found his services were needed.
Many sought his advice, help and guidance which
he readily gave.

Well, we have lost a great personality,
Educationist., discplinarian and above all a noble
and holy priest of God. He must have been
surcly rewarded adequately and abundanmtly by
his Master whom he served so faithfully and
loyally throughout his life He must be praying
for St. Patrick's College and its future progress.

May his soul rest in peace and let perpetuaj
light shine upon him.

A little common sense, a little tolerance, a little good humour, and
you don’t know how comfortable you can make yourself on this planet

-W. Somerset Maughcm

Once we assuage our comscience by calling something a **necessary evill’’
it begins to look more and more necessary and less and less evill.

—Sydney J. Harris

It is better to burn the candle at both ends, and in the middle, too
than to put it away in the closet and let the mice eat it.

-—Henry Varn Dyk
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FRS. CHARLES S. MATTHEWS &
TIMOTHY M. F. LONGo m 1

An Appreciation

o

by Mr. P. S. Dionysius
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I am honoured and pleased to convey my
appreciable reminisence of my studentship days
at the request of the old Boys' Association of
the Jaffna- branch I am also proud to state
that my scholastic career in full both as board-
er and puppl had been under these two emine-
nt dignitaries, Although a book could be writ
ter on their humble immense and untiring perfo-
rmances, [ shall confine myself oniy to a fra-
ctiom of their labours during my period.

The late Rev. Fr, Mathews was very well-
known amd liked by the college staff, students
and the populatiou of Jaffna. He served as Rec-
tor for over 28 years - the longest period, He
was the real architect of St. Patrick’s,

Ths popularity of St. Patrick’s spread far

and wide resulting in the parents in the other
provinees of Ceylon irrespective of racial or
religious differences seeking admissions for their
chi'dren. Nearly a dozen African.boys- were sent
to Ceylon by their afluent parents on hearing
the fame of St. Patrick’s. After his yeoman ser-
vice to St. Patrick's he retired to Colombozam,

Jaffna where he died at the ripe old age of 90
years. He had expressed a wish

to be buried
after his death in the cemetery near the college
and this was done. May God grant him eternal

rest is my daily prayer,

In addition to Fr. Mathews I wish to axp-
ress my appreciation and loyalty to the Late Rev.
Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M. 1. a six-footer. sturdy
and a handsome Irishman, He was both a sir
ict disciplinarin and a humanist whether in the
elass-room or in the playing field. He held the
reigns of office for a period of 17 years and
enhaneed the noble task of his predecassor both
in studies and sports, He was one of the tale.
nted and outstanding educationists among heads
of colleges in the then Ceylom. The high-ranking
positions held by some of  the old - Patricians
during the period of the two eminent Rectors
would speak for itself. To mention a few, their
Lordship the Bishops, Cabinet-ministers, memb-
ers of parliaments, Chief-justies, Judges of the
Supreme - court. Heads of Govt. Departments and
firms, Eminent doctors and Lawyers ete. The
tutorial staft of the college deserve special mention
in this regard. He completed the second half of
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the Mathews Block. He was also responmsible for
the creation of a large play-ground and sporting
facilities. In cricket athietics and Soccer the
college team repeatedly won the northern inter-
collegeiate championships for several years.

I will be failing in my duty here if I did
not mention the names of the semior teachers
who were responsible for the brilliant standards
in these sports viz; The late Mr. S. A Alaga-
ratnam who succeeded Rev. Fr. Long as Prefect
of Games and the Late Mr, N. Kandith who
had the dignified honour to captain the Colombo
Royal College Cricket . team twice in sucession
for two years, for the coaching done in cricket
and soccer lhe late Mr. B.R. Motha, B.sc. a
one time Colleague of Rev. Fr. Long, for athle-
tics, I wish to make a special mention of the

late Mr. Jacob and the late Mr. N. Arulpragasam
who retired as Inspector of schools for the um-
tiring training given by them as Captain & Licutenant
respectively in the Ceylon Cadet Battalion. I
held the rank of platoon sergeant for two years
in succession and was promoted to the rank
of company Quarter master of ‘F° company in
the C. C. B Many of the students who under
went this this training held top-ranking positions
in different defence forces of the country where
everyone lived wup to the college motto
‘FIDE ET LABORE' meaning faith and labour.
The few facts I have stated here are by way of
a participant in the greats event and an eyewitness
t - events of the past and I hope tnat future
generations of Patricians would emulate the
exam le set by the two great rectors and benefit
themselves and the motherland

My prayers and best wishes to all

Goodwill is earned by many acts: it can be lost by ome.

Duncan Stuarry
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The  Layman

In my earlier article published in the third
issue in August 1989 I have analysed the impor-
tance of maintaining law and order by the
Goverament in power and in short traced the
maia functions of the Judiciary, In this article
I propose to desl with the protection afforded
to the layman and the necessity for him to know
the basic knowledge of the law.

The Government machinery through the var.
ious departments exists to serve the ordinary
layman who is the pivot round which the entire
legal system and our judicial process operate.
The Government owes a duty to safeguard all
the rights and privileges guranteed in our const-
itution. Corresponding to this duty the Ilayman
should also show a greater awareress and intere-
st and cooperate with the government that per-
forms its various functions,

Generally the attitude of the layman has

besn negative and almost indifferent. There is

+

by Mr V. Nadarajah J.P.., U..M

an English proverb which states that ** He who
goes to law holds a wolf by the ecars**. Thi
general attitude of the layman leads to ignorance
of the law that applies to him in hiz day to
day life. This is an unsatisfactory state of «ffa-
irs in our country which has a well developed
legal aystem and an independent and fearless
judiciary.

Every layman must realise that in his day
to day life when he goes on the road, or boa-
rds a bus. consults a doctor, er buys a proper-
ty or enters into an agreement he is protected
by the law. To understand the protection gives
by the law every layman must have a vital kno-
wledge of the law. No doubt some
have the opportunity but a keen awareness to
have the basic knowledge of law is a must. I
can also state that a similar knowledge of the
science of medicine too is important. Everyone
must knew the elementary rules of hygiene, inf-

may not
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ectious diseases and tne fundamentals of first
_#id. Lack of this knowledge makes s man suffer,
That is why hygiene is a aubjoct in schools
Now, why canmot it be the same in regard to
law, atleast the basic principles? Ignorance of
ithe law is no defence As a lawyer, I have come
;across manv instances where parties enter into
.agreements in respec! of Landed property that are
‘ab-initio invalid. Large sums of money have
passed between the parties and where there is a
breach of the agreement by asy one of
them, the satire amount has to be written off
as bad debt I cam gquote numerous
where the layman soffers material loss through
ignorance of the law 1| am sure the authorities
im the educationai field w Il spprove what [ say.
‘Hence why not moot the idea of teaching the
basic legal knowledge for the atudents af the
G. C. E. (A/L) class at least once a week. This

instances

will also create greater interest in the atudy of -

" law and enter ‘the legal profession where there
is ample scope at the top. The legal profession
and the courts for most of its part eettle the
day to day disputes, and maintain the orderly
life in society. This is the backbone of the work
of the profession, but this aspect attracts the
least attention and passes completely unnoticed
by the ordinary layman. The fundamenatal at-
ter on Wwhich the layman must have 3 sound
knowledge is the rule of law. The basic Princi-
ples of this concept is that (1) No one can be
restrained or punished except for a violation of
the law. (2) That every citizen irrespective of his
rank, profession or status is governed by the
ordinary law of the land. (3) That no one cha.
rged with violation of the law can plead the
consent of the superior.

There are numerous rights given te the lay
- man uader the rule of law: his freedom of mev-
ement, his right for a fair trial, right to have
" recourse to court, freedom from arrest, his right
to know the charges, his right to retain a law-
yer, etc. A grasp of this principle is essential
to his appreciationd of his full dignity as a cit-

izen of our land. The useful contact with law
makes a layman to have closer relstionship with
the legal profession which exist for his benefit
and protestion Lawyers have generally maintain-
ed the --bigﬁest tsaditions and loftiest standards
of the profeision. In this regard ene must pay
high respact to the old students of St. Patrick’s
College who-have made a mark in the highest
ranks of theé profession. '

The public may have oome across a few who
by their errant activities have created a wrong
impression of tne profession. But this alone should
not be the criterion t& judge: the profession. By
and large lawyers have earned the highest respect
tor their honour and integrity This again is due
to the trdiniag the lawyer had in his sehool
days. Discipline with a religious background is a
must for a young lad to mould his lils for the
luture, In this respect I can boldly state that
this background and foudation has been laid at
St. Patrick's College during the time Rev Fr,
T. M. F. Long O. M. I. was rector Religioun
was a compulsory subject. I[n my opinion all religi-
ons lead us to tho samepath. Religion in my
opinion is a state of the mind developed by a dis-
¢ plined way of lifs. Discipline in college was
enforced with the co-opetation of senior students
and an organised system of school prefects and
through delegation of authority, group actvities
in sports, dramas, and inter-house competitions.

Therefore I caroestly appeal that educational
advisers and the authorities seriously consider the
idea of introducing law as a subject for the
senior students to enabie them to help and build
an orderly soceety and safeguard the fundamental
rights and liberties guaranteed in our constit--
ution for the ordinary layman.

Finally in this issue where the Government
has realeased a stamp to commemorate - very  his
Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O. M.I. M. A. (cantab,
his genuine and valuable services, 1 saluted and
pray that he will be remembered for ever.
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The O. B. A. Australia

Front Row. (L-R) P. J. Seemampillai, S. A. Sylvester, J. Emmanuel, C. D. Raja-
nayagam, T. Sebaratnam, G. R. Paul.

Standing : (L-R) P. A. S. Jehendran, A.T. Arulanandam, Dr. V. Sundarasingham,

(Vice - President), 7. S. Selvakumarasamy, N C. Rajanayagam
(Vice - President), V. Rajakulendran, Dr. John St. George (President),
A. Rajakumar, Anton Arulanandam (Secretary).
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It is a Unique and Historical Event for our
Alma Mater and the Oid Boys’ Association. Qur
revered Rector the late Rev. Fr T. M F. Long
O. M. 1. has been accepted as a National Hero
and the Government of Sri Lanka is issuing a new
postage stamp in his hooour. The names Fr. Long
and St, Patrick’s College are synonymous to any
one who knows Fr Lomg One cannot think of
Fr. Long without St. Patrick’s College at the
back of one's mind Likewise Fr. Long will be
fresh in one's thoughts when remembering St.
Patrick’s College In this context the honour
bestowed on Fr. Long i3 honour done to St.
Patrick’s College as well

A long cherished dream of the Old Boys of the
Long era has come true. This group was woik-
ing in many directions to get this honour confer -
red on Fr. Long which he so richly deserved
for his long and valuable services to the Alma
Mater and the people of Jaffna. Time and again
their attzmpts were thwarted by the situation that
was prevalent in the area and many other obs-
tacles  However our attempt to get the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to rtecognise him as a Nation-
al Hero proved successful by the Divine blessings
and the efforts of a grateful old boy. The Gen-
¢ral Membership emdorsed in one voice a resolu-
tion brought forward at the Annual General meet-
ing in 1988 requesting the Government to henour
Rev. Fr Long as a Nstional Hero recognising
his dedicated services to the people of this
country. T do not wish to enumerate the multi-
facoted humanitarian services and achievements of
Fr. Long. These are amply illustrated in the
geveral articles and messages published in this
issue. Consequent 1o the adoption of the resolu-

tion by the General Body a memorandum was
addressed to the then President of Sri Lanka His
Excellency the Hon J. R. Jeyawardene on Ist
November, 1988 with c)pies to the Hon Minister
of Posis & Telecommuni ations and the Director
of the Philatelic Bureau A copy of the memora-
ndum was also sent to Mr. W M, P. B Men kdiwela
the Secretary to the President, a distinguished
Old boy and Fr. Long's Student, with a reques®
to recommend the issue of a mew postage stamp
in honour of the late Rector. Premptly cam®
the reply from Mr. Menikdiwela conveying the
President’s directive to the Hon. Minister of
Posts and Telecommunicatiens to issue a stamp
ijn memory of Rev. Fr. Long We are deeply
indebted to the devoted Patrician Mr. Menikdiwela
who was chiefly instrumental in converting the
dreams of the O. B. A. into reality.

Although we wished that the issue of the
stamp should be on his death anniversary 30th
April, the Philatelic Bureau decided otherwise
and timed it for the National Heroes’ Day,
22nd May, 1990.

We sounded the Old Boys both in Sri Lanka
and abroad about the great honour to be
comferred on our dear Restor and requested
their assistance to celebrate this occasion in a
fitting manner. The response was spontanenus
and Old Boys both from within and witheut
Sri Lanka showered us with their gemerous contri-
butions. This made it possible to organise this
great event with the grandeur it deserved. The
Colombo branch of the OIld Boys® Association
responded magnificently and took it upon them-
selves to organise the event in Colombo where
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the main functien on the government levsl is
being held. The Old Boys® groupings abroad in
England, France, Australia Canada, Norway and
other places have all contributed in a great
measure and have organised to celebrate the
occasion in their respective places.

We are indeed very grateful for this wonderfu]
gesture  displayed by the old boys in the true
Patrician spirit rallying to honsur the ‘Alma
Mater and its great Rector, Rev Fr. Long 0. m. i

Whilst making every effort to organise this event
in a grand way, we are mindful of the need to
Curtail extravaganes and wasteful expenditure, It
18 our intention to continue the Memorial Fund
with the savings so as to erect afitting Memorial
Block in the College premises which is nop
existent at the moment. We also hope to provide
scholarships in the name of Fr Long, to bright
students of the College who are inneed of
assistance to pursue higher studies. Contributions
to thus fund hereafter too would be welcome.

We are very thankful to the old boys who
have sent in articles to this Souvenir and we
have taken every endeavour to publish as many
articles as possible. However articles found to
be worthy of publication and could not
be accomodated in this jssue would be
published in the subsequent issues
I wish to thank the many old boys who
have helped us in many ways to organise this
day’s programme. The Officials of the Philatelic
Burecau, the Postal Department and other ins-
itutions have all assisted us wholeheartedly. I
must make special mention of the co-aper-
ation extended to us by Mr. Kulatilleke, the
Director of the Philatelic Bureau, who was alw-
ays available to discuss the arrangements
required in this connection and also to take
necessary actions at all times.

The Celebrations Committec headed by Dr.
J.P. C. Phillips and the Editor Mr. W.]. P.
Gnanaratnam have both done splendidly well. If
not for their untiring efforts this day would not
‘have the glamour it has today. Our President.
and Rector St. Patrick’s College, Rev. Fr. G. A.

F. Joseph gave us ell the encouragement by
mobilising the support of the staff and students
of the College and also provided the College
premisees to hold the celebrations. We thank the
Rector, staff and the studeats very sincerely:
QOur thanks are also due to Mr. A. V. A.J.
Wijeyaratnam of the Co-ordinating Committee
who handled all the communications work which
brought the old boys and well-wishers the world
over to join in this celebrations The Registrar
of the Patrician Institute and his staff were
ayailable at all times to contribute their share
of assistance which we acknmowledge with gratit-
ude. Patric ans and well - wishers who gave us a
helping hsnd with advertisements in the Souvenir
and all others who have helped us in one
way or another in organising this event, we
thank them all.

In conclusion I wish to exhort the vast
number of old boys who are aloof and unconc-
erned of the activities of the 0ld Boys' Associ-
ation or the Alma Mater. You have a duty tow-
ards the institution that nurtured you in your
boyhood and educated you to attain the positi-
on you enjoy in life today. You are duty bou-
nd to help the institution to continue the good
work and improve its performance for the
benefit of the present generatien and generations
to come. We have been striving hard to streng-
then the Association both in number and in
resources, However, the absence of purposeful fra-
ternity amongst the vast population of old boys
who abundantly benefitted by their career at St-
Patrick’s has limited our achizvcments.

The O.B. A. Icols forward to a change of
heart' and an influx of membership so as to
strengthen the Association and achievs its obje-
ctives to serve and assist St. Patrick,’s College,
in every way to foster its growth, advsencement
and development,

<

Hail Alma Mater!

C. R. Rojasingam

Hony. General Secretary
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Jhe Jubilec Song.
by Cosmas W. D. Alwines

(Composed on the occasion of the Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee
of Fr. Long on 25th, June, 1945.)

You heard the Master calling,
“sLeave all and follow Me”’;
As once did Peter, James and John,
By the Sea of Galilee.
Chorus:
Let’s praise the Lord for blessings.
These fruitful years have brought ;
Let’s thank Him for His mercies,
His mighty hand hath wrought.
11, You gave up all to follow,
Left ' home, and kith, and Kkin:
On alien shores you laboured
Our youth for Christ to win.
111. A vow to give her child to God
Was Jewish Hanpah's prayer:
Four children offered to the Lord
is lrish' Hannah’s share.
IV. These years of love and labour,
These five and twenty years
Have been to us a rufuge,
In all our hopes and fears.
V. To keep us in the forefront
You toiled with might and main,
Yet ne‘er a noble cause did seek,
Your ready help in vain.
vI. The vain and fleeting pleasures
You taught us to despise,
And made our youthful hearts to yearn
For Heaven’s. eternal prize.
VII. The gifts we bring are baubles
On this great festive day ;
Your ceaseless toil and endeavour
How can we e’er repay ?

ViII.  The light of faith doth teach us,
This lesson grand, sublime ;
That prayer is a priceless gift,
And precious for all time.
IX. We'll pray for you for courage,
To champion right,
For faith that moveth mountains,
And peace of mind and light.
X. We hail the names of flanagan, Dunne,
And Murphy and the rest,
But Long will be for posterity,
The greatest and the: best.
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Ohanks

We have to thank ever so many who helped us in very many ways

in the preparation of this magazine. We regret our inability to thank
them individually. However we are dutv bound to express our gratitude
to the following.

l.

2.

4.

10'

The Government of Sri Lanka for acknowledging Fr. Long as a
National Hero and issuing a stamp in his honour.

Dr. J. P. C. Phillips for taking the entire burden on himself  sparing
no pains and working round the clock.

¢SS
M rs. 8. X Gnanmasegaram, A.V. A.J Wijayaratnam ond T. F. W.

Balaratnam for typing out the manuscripts in double-quick time

The Management and staff of the Commercial Press Jaffna for un-
dertaking and executing so nicely such a gigantic task within a short
time.

The Management and staff of Bastian Press, Jaffna for so graciously
consenting to help in the printing. :

All our Old Boys abroad for their ready response, magnanimity and
show of solidarity.

Mr. M. D‘. Jesuthasan for his genergsjfy n giw'ng the bigges:
single donation. ;

All our contributors for their numerous articles and messages which
staggered us but which was a labour of love and gratitude for each
one of them. o

The management and staff of St. Joseph’s Catholic Press Jor under
taking the Printing of ihe Cover design and the invitation cards.

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of all financial contributions & do-
nations. A full list of  all contributors & donors together with the
income & expenditure will be published in our next issue in July.

Thank you one and all. . — Ed.
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St. JUDE THADDEUS CENTRE |

392, Main Street, No.- 1, Jude's Avenue,
JAFFNA, Ariyalai,
SRI LANKA. _]AFFNA.

Tel No. | 021 —22605 |
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Well Done!

T

Our Best Wishes to St. Patrick’s & the O. B. A,

i

REMEMBER

“MACS”

for the best in lorry transport.
We provide round the clock
T’phone Service both local & foreign.

M A TRANSPORTERS &
COMMISSON AGENTS.

66, Sei Katbiresan, Sireet, 133, Hespital Read,
COLOMBO-8. JAFFNA.
Fel: 434324, T2l: 025 - 2851.

wai G ) Gursgursms GCsma
2N BILE QualBIld GsrewCud msHasd
ABGHIIp  Guh &G s aTevTID,
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May you be
LONG
Blessed!

CYRILS for everything in
Medicines,

- Accurately Dispensed.

Cyrils Pharmacy Ltd.

IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.

121, 1/1 Power House Road,
JAFFNA.
T’pHONE: 22081
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/LEYDEN GARMENTS)

Distributors of Leyden Products _,;‘
Dealers in Textiles.

86, K. K. S. Road, JAFFNA.

&R 22330

Commercial Printers 70 (305, Main Street, Jaffna.
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With the Best Compliments from

PATRICIAN INSTITUTE OF HIGHER STUDIES
o | for :
% Computer Pr’odessing Courses

- (I) Computer Programming in Pasic ‘Language and
Disk Operating System

(I Lotus 123
(I Word Processing

¢ Quantity Surveying (City and guilds)

3

Draughtsmanship
Shorthand & Typing
Motor Mechanism
Motor Winding
Lathe Oberation
Arc Weidin_gl
Electrical Wiring

Plumbing

* ok K K % % % %k ok

Mechanised Wood Work

*

Masonry

~ PATRICIAN INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE

for

Steel Fabricates & Woodern Furnitures
for Further Details Contact

. . Digjtized by Nooldham Foundation.
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