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An example of unity from Kerala.

The Cheravally Muslim Jamat Mosque hosted a
Hindu wedding of Asha & Sharath, The Mosque
came to thelr help after Asha's mother sought
help from them,

Congratulations to the newlyweds, families,
Mosqgue authortties & the people of Cheravally.
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History and Hope

Documentary film (2006)
IN SEARCH OF A ROAD

The film takes as its main motifs the northern
railway line in Sri Lanka and the A9 the two main
links running parallel to each other from North to
the South. The railway line and the A9 narrate the
story of war and peace, of travel, mobility, place and
displacement in this road movie turned documentary
on the history of the Sri Lankan state and the ethnic
conflict.

The story unfolds even as its people embark on a
long journey on August 1, 1905 through place, land,
territory, war and peace, home and state into the
land of the unknown, to a no-man’s land.

Blurring the lines between fiction and reality, the
film takes us on a 100-year journey through history
and memory in to the future.

r .

by Dharmasena Pathiraja

The stories in the film: A young girl and her
brother living abroad motor to Jaffha to visit their
father who returned from exile in a western country
to settle back in his home. A mother with a
betrothed daughter attempts traveling south from
Jaffna for the marriage but is not allowed to
proceed. A Sinhalese baker, welcome in Jaffna by
even the Jaffna man, evacuates his family down
south at the first rumblings of unrest
and then he too has to leave. The
utterly disturbing exodus of thou
sands of Muslims from Jaffna given
24 hours notice to quit by the LTTE,
is detailed with stark reality.

Film ‘In Search of a Road’ is
both a documentary of history and
hope. It shows a road that has been
jammed with conflict and misunder
standing. But it is also a road that
carries the memory of peace and
community. In Search of a Road
is a prime example of cinema’s ability to make
connections and to bring people together’.
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