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THE MOUNTAIN STORY

A son and his father were walking in the mountains.Suddenly,
the son falls, hurts himself and screams: “AAAhhhhhhh!!!”

To his surprise, he hears the voice repeating somewhere in the
mountain:"AAAhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!"

Curious, he yells: “Who are you?”
He receives the answer. “Who are you?"

Angered at the response, he sceams: “Coward" He looks to
his father and asks, “What's going on?"

The father smiles and says: “My son pay attention,” and then
he screams to the mountain: “l admire you!”

The voice answers: “| admire you!”
Again the man screams “ You are a champion!”

The boy is surprised, but does not understand.Then the
father explains: “People call this ECHO, but really this is LIFE. It gives
you back everything you say or do. Our life is simply a reflection of our
action. If you want more love in the world, create more love in your heart.
If you want more competence in your team, improve your competence.
This relationship applies to everything, in all aspects of life:life will give
you back everything you have given fo it.

Your life is not a coincidence.
It’s a reflection of you!
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Thank you for asking me to write a few words about
my friend and “aunty” Vallipilai (though we are the same
age!)

I remember her nearly 80 years ago at Kaddaiveli
Tamil Mission School when we studied together for about
3-4 years till 3rd Standard. I must say I cannot recall much
of those early days.

I moved to another school and we lost touch till about
10 years later when we were both married. I remember her
wedding day as well as my son was born on the same day
and I was told that when the news reached the wedding party
this too was celebrated. We met off and over the next few
years and I recall a busy but happy lady with her children
around her.

Our paths separated again, as I left the country, and
it was nearly 40 years later that we met again in UK. That’s
when our friendship took off. Though we did not meet that
often, we felt close when we spoke on the phone. I was glad
to get to know this happy, kind lady who was also blessed
with a peace loving nature, bringing people together in her
own way.

Her last 3 years, though were very difficult was
inspirational to all who met her. Her loving family cared
for her with total devotion as she would’ve cared for them.
When we chatted on Skype, she was always smiling, her
memory was sharp and her speech so clear, showing that she
was clearly a “fighter” and did not give up easily.

May her soul rest in peace.

Mrs. Mangayarkkarasi Arumugam
February, 2nd, 2014
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MY THOUGHTS OF AMMA

[ came to know Amma when Ranji’s children and
my children were attending West London Tamil School in
Greenford in the 1990°s.

Her readymade smile and her ability to talk about
many events that happened well before my birth very much
impressed and our friendship grew stronger and stronger
over the years. Whenever I saw her, whether at the Tamil
School sports/ cultural events or at any other social events,
[ will always give her a hug and stroke her shoulders. It was
a pleasure to listen to her, and I’ve learnt quite a bit of our
family and community from her; they were in fact some
golden nuggets!

In the last two years it became fairly a weekly routine
of seeing her every time I went to Ranji’s to tutor her son
Ruban. If Amma was awake I will make sure to talk to her,
mostly after my session with Ruban or sometimes before
and after, while gently rubbing her shoulder and forehead.
I was fascinated with her sharp memory and her sense of
humour. Sometimes you don’t realize the passage of time.

Her outlook on life was very pragmatic even though
she was bed- ridden for a couple of years. [’ve never heard
her complaining or expressing any sad feelings of her plight.
She wholeheartedly accepted the affects of her first stroke and
made the most of her life from then onwards. Her husband,
their children, the in-laws and the grandchildren rallied
around her, showed her love and tried to make her happy
and comfortable. She reciprocated their love and devotion
by not showing any emotion or sorrow. She found various
ways to keep her happy and others in wonder and amused
(for example, adopting her paralyzed arm as her 7th child).
As Dr. Mathana Satha stated in her eulogy, at the funeral,
Amma externalized her sorrows which gave her long life.

It was a pleasure and a privilege to have known Amma albeit
for a few year. My wife, Rani and our family think of her in
our prayers.

Amma, please rest in peace.

Babu Ram Pascaran
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Righteousness belongeth especially
to the married life: and a good
name is its ornament. -Thirukkural
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