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‘Body of a woman, white hils, white thighs
you look like a world, lying in surrender.
My rought peasant’s body digs into you
and makes the son leap from the depth of
the earth.'
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(“It is time to stop idolizing Neruda and
talk about the fact that he was abusive.
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“My solitary bungalow was far from any
urban development. When I rented it, I tried
to find out where the toilet was; I couldn’t
see it anywhere. Actually, it was nowhere
near the shower, it was at the back of the
house. I inspected it with curiosity. It was a
wooden box with a hole in the middle, very
much like the artifact I had known as a child
in the Chilean countryside. But our toilets
were set over a deep well or over running
water. Here the receptacle was a simple metal
pail under the round hole.

The pail was clean every morning, but I had
no idea how its contents disappeared. One
morning I rose earlier than usual, and I was
amazed when I saw what had been happening.
Into the back of the house, walking like a
dusky statue, came the most beautiful woman

I'had yet seen in Ceylon, a Tamil of the pariah
caste. She was wearing a red-and-gold sari
of the cheapest kind of cloth. She had heavy
bangles on her bare ankles. Two tiny red dots
glittered on either side of her nose. They
must have been ordinary glass, but on her
they were rubies.

She walked solemnly toward the latrine,
without so much as a side glance at me, not
bothering to acknowledge my existence, and
vanished with the disgusting receptacle on
her head, moving away with the steps of a
goddess. She was so lovely that, regardless
of her humble job, I couldn’t get her off my
mind. Like a shy jungle animal she belonged
to another kind of existence, a different world.
I called to her, but i was no use. After that, I
sometimes put a gift in her path, a piece of

silk or some fruit. She would go past without
hearing or looking. That ignoble routine had
been transformed by her dark beauty into the
dutiful ceremony of an indifferent queen.
One morning, I decided to go all the way. I
got a strong grip on her wrist and stared into
her eyes. There was no language could talk
with her. Unsmiling, she let herself be led
away and was soon naked in my bed. Her
waist, so very slim, her full hips, the brimming
cups of her breasts made her like one of the
thousand-year-old sculptures from the south
of India. It was the coming together of a man
and a statue. She kept her eyes wide open
all the while, completely unresponsive. She
was right to despise me. The experience was
never repeated.”

(Memoirs by Pable Neruda)
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in the blink of an eye

Akaraa Bourassa

I often reflect on the past and wonder how
this pastime developed. I used to be that
one kid in fourth grade who had a weird
fixation with horror and thriller movies.
I used to stay there all day long watching
film after film. At that moment, I had the
thought that I wanted to pursue a career
as a criminal defense attorney. My dream
career changed after a few years since I

her there, but they were abruptly pulled
away to care for an ill family member. They
requested that she submit her employer’s
phone number and address. She had
previously informed them that it was a
nearby job answering phones. Sharmini,
however, had shared with her close friends a
different story, claiming that a police officer
had offered her a position as an undercover

drug operator paying $12 per hour. The
Anandavels struggled to make ends meet,
much like many other families who had
sought asylum in Canada. Eloornayagam,
Sharmini’s father, had relocated his family
to Toronto from Sri Lanka in 1994 in order
to start a new life. He soon became able to
sponsor his wife Vasanthamalar and his
three children, Dinesh, who was twelve,

was still in love with thriller movies and  EE— e —

wanted to work in forensics, be involved
in cases, and collaborate with police to
solve mystery crimes.

That's when my father came
to me one day and informed me about
a case that had gone unresolved for a
number of years. He also mentioned that
a podcast was now airing on the case and
its investigation. I didn’t let my passion in
criminology and thrillers stop me from
visiting that website right away. The topic
of the episode was Sharmini Anandavel,
a young woman who has been reported
missing. Every day, as I sat there, I listened
to every episode of the podcast and it
continued to lead me all the way through.
I was quite interested in researching this
situation. Since then, I've dug up a lot of
old articles and case studies regarding
this case as if I were actually a part of it.

In the summer of 1999, Sharmini,
a 15 year old, was about to start a new job
that morning. Her parents planned on taking




Juia6 535 mp, 2023

Kathees, who was eight, and Sharmini,
who was ten. The entire family put in
a lot of effort to start over in Toronto.
Helping their father deliver newspapers
had the children occupied for quite a while.
The Anandavels were successful, and the
children did well in school. Sharmini was
particularly intelligent and spiritually gifted.
Her smile can be seen in the yearbook
pages; she attended Woodbine Junior
High from years 7 through 9.

Around the same time Sharmini
had left, Stanley Tippett was passing by
the structure at about the same time.
Tippett, who was 23 at the time, shared
a floor with the Anandavels with his wife
and young boy. He and his family had
just moved to Oshawa a few weeks prior,
but he still had a job in the region, so he
returned that Saturday. Tippett, who was
well-liked in the building, particularly
among the kids, was thought by Sharmini’s
family to have helped her land a job. He
only performed odd jobs, therefore he
frequently hung out. He would teach
them judo while taking the children in
the building swimming at a pool in North
York. His appearance stood out as well.
His eyes slant down away from his nose,
he has a receding chin, and his ears are
noticeably small because he has Treacher
Collins syndrome, a genetic disorder that
impairs the bone growth of his face. He
had hearing aids when he was a little child.
Tippett's mother, Susan Anderson, claims
that Tippett experienced severe bullying
when he was a young child. “They would
beat him up and make fun of the way he
looked”, claimed Susan. Tippit was also
known for fabricating tales.

He once pretended to be a police
officer and told a group of lads in the
building that he required one of their
bikes for an investigation. Even though
Tippett had never worked with the police
and was not an officer, some of the kids,
including Kathees, thought he had been
one in the past. He frequently conducted
building patrols while sporting a police
outfit. Later, he admitted to having
purchased it at a flea market. These odd
stories surrounding Tippit shaped him
to be one of the prime suspects early on
in Sharmini’s investigations.

Sharmini’s parents became
worried when she didn’t return from her

new job that evening. She wasn't often
late. They rushed down to Tippett’s place
and pounded on his door because they
were unaware that he had moved. The
Anandavels dialed 911 when there was
no response. The suspicion towards Tippit
became stronger in his absence.

Michelle Sheppard was a crime
reporter for the Toronto Star at the time
of Sharmini’s abduction. On June 16, after
Sharmini had been gone for four days,
she first met the Anandavels. The family
was still holding out hope that Sharmini
would return. She didn't seem like the
kind to run away, but perhaps she had
a double life? Perhaps a boy was present?
Perhaps she had been taken hostage and was
being held for ransom. Even psychics who
were consulted by her parents confirmed
that she was still alive. Multiple rumors
within the community were spreading
like wildfire.

Everything about Sharmini’s case
suggested that she had been kidnapped.
She wasn't going to be found alive, in my
opinion.Tippett was swiftly identified as
the main suspect, and police were following
him everywhere. They learned that he
had sold his car to a junkyard and took
possession of it before it was destroyed.
But there were no hints left in the car. The
removal of the trunk liner was the only
thing that raised suspicion. Police failed
to discover it. To find Tippett, Michelle
teamed up with Dale Brazao, a seasoned
investigative reporter for the Star and they
once followed him into a Canadian Tire
in Oshawa from his apartment. Tippett
approached them in the parking lot and
demanded to know why they were following

him. He assumed they were police and he
became at ease and sat on a car’s trunk when
they revealed that they were journalists.
He appeared to enjoy the spotlight. He was
courteous and well-spoken as he carefully
detailed what transpired after Sharmini
vanished.

The case was given to Toronto
homicide investigators Matt Crone and Greg
McLane. They found the most significant
piece of information in Sharmini’s bedroom,
not at the location of her burial. A fraudulent
application for the Metro Search Unit was
submitted. Authorities suspect that her
killer may have used a fake employment
offer as a pretext to tempt her away from
her house. Crone felt certain a familiar
face was behind the crime.

Tippett informed Michelle that he
had sent Sharmini the pool job application,
and I knew he had a history of posing as
police officers. Yet the fact that he was a
suspect seemed too convenient. Sharmini
was killed after a series of prominent
false convictions. Tippet was discovered
causing trouble with other individuals in
his communities a few years later.Later
in 2004 he was detained for criminal
harassment as a result of a neighbor’s
complaint against him that proved to be
accurate. Michelle assumed that Sharmini
had experienced the same thing after
learning that Tippet had been exposed
for submitting phony resumes to other
women in his neighborhood.

The killer of Sharmini Anandavel
has not been found as of yet. Stanley Tippett
is simply a leading suspect in this case;
his guilt or innocence has not yet been
established.
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