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White chocolate, roses,
lilies and hibiscus

Theepa

| have many beautiful moments with Ammamma
so it is rather difficult to pick one out of all of them. But
there are two separate memories of her which play
around in my head every so often causing surges of
happy emotions and some sad ones wishing | had more
time with her.

I went to U.K. for my graduate studies and tried
to come home every holiday | had. For the first few years
Ammamma lived in Mannheim, nearly a two hour drive
from my parents home. But the times | would come back
on my holidays she would come over and stay with my
parents or visit them too so she can spend time with me.

She will always have a bag full of various white
chocolates for me and at least 20 Deutsche Mark and
later 20 Euros ready for me. White chocolate was my
favourite as a little kid and Ammamma continued getting
this for me till her final one year with us.

After few years passed Ammamma moved to

Schwabisch Hall, closer to my Amma where Amma was
part of her daily life. Ammamma had a lovely flat to
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herself in a beautiful setting at a retirement home. |
would of course go and see her every time I visited home,
here again she will have a bag full of white chocolates
for me and another bag full of various other treats for
my children. She never forgot to prepare treats for the
few times | visited home.

Her flat was full of house plants and her balcony
filled with more. She took great care of her plants and
always proudly showed them to me. Explaining when
each will be at their most beautiful stage and dress
themselves with flowers and how she loves just watching
these plants.

Following that, I started buying a plant and fresh
flowers nearly every time | saw her. Even in the final
stage living at the home where she received wonderful
care, she kept plants and flowers as those filled her with
joy. I can still not walk past some beautiful flowers or
water my plants in my garden without her appearing in
my thoughts and feeling warm, imagining how much joy
she got out of flowers and plants.

Likewise, when | see white chocolate | will
always remember the white chocolate bar she would
have ready for my visit to her.

Bringing me back to the present, | was standing
at the end of my Ammamma’s feet where she lay there
peacefully was strangely a calming feeling. 1 felt
peaceful and content inside me, like she always made me
feel in her presence. | stood there for few minutes,

96



looking at my Ammamma who looked like she was
peacefully sleeping. But then my attention was drawn to
the two men standing at the door who my Amma was
talking to.

They asked if we would like to be left alone to
dress my Ammamma and all of sudden, | remembered
why | was there. All of sudden my chest started to tighten
and silent tears rolled down my face. | quickly got a
tissue out and pretended to blow my nose as I didn’t want
to get too emotional and make this even more harder for
Amma who already looked lost and heartbroken. |
quickly got into action mode and got Ammamma’s saree
ready so | could put it on her. One of her favourite saree,
orange and purple. | still remember her wearing this
saree on Sayani’s function where she was full of smile
and happiness. We even managed to capture a little
glimpse of it on a photograph from that day which 1 like
a lot. 1 was all of sudden even more saddened but got to
work putting the saree on her. This was not an easy task
as putting a saree on myself in itself is hard, so I
struggled a lot putting it on Ammamma who lay there
peacefully. With heavy heart | kept at my task in hand
and managed to put it on her. Though I felt I didn’t do a
perfect job, she looked lovely in that saree. Amma was
happy how Ammamma looked in it and praised me for
being there and doing a great job. That’s when I stopped
and properly looked at Ammamma again.

| went towards her face and stroked her hair, her

face, her arms and held her hands for a little while which
were very soft but cold. I was overwhelmed with sadness.
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1 didn’t want to say goodbye to her. I didn’t sent
her flowers like always do for her birthday this year, |
arrived one day too late, .... I started thinking of
everything I had missed with her. But then | remembered
how she forgot our phone call on her actual birthday but
then video called me the following day and we chatted
for a while. she watched me do chores while we
continued chatting, she spoke to my three children and
my husband. Maybe that was her goodbye to me and my
family. I am grateful for that video call where I got to see
her and speak to her.

My eyes started to tear up again thinking that
was our last conversation and that | will no longer have
these conversation with her. But I quickly straightened
myselfup as I saw my Amma stroking Ammamma’s face.
Ammamma has been Amma’s full concentration for
many years, but especially for the last 10 months. Amma
looked so lost and devastated. My heart broke even more
seeing Amma like that. I wasn’t sure what hurt more, my
loss of my Ammamma or seeing Amma’s heart broken
because she lost her Amma.

Sun (1979), Pusrwsssf eujasafer wss CusS.
E6$760GTT 6)FVVGOTTET JeUFaaleT (S6Ua5.
OPsgaalwaedsy wrPss) VGEMAF.
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Dear Ammama...

Tharanian Ravindrakumaran

Y ou have always been there for us, even if we

are countries apart you would phone at home and speak
with me.

You always given me all the time in the world
listened to me talk about my day. You've told me
wonderful stories from the days you were in Eelam. You
would tell me stories when | asked from your time spent
with our Paada, Annan mama, Parathan mama and
Saba mama - I’ve unfortunately never got to see. You've
shared with me some of the best memorable photos of my
family that | had never got to see. You had always given
me the best advice, wisdom and shown a forgiving heart
this makes you the incredible woman you are.

You made it also your mission to continue your
peerless support with time and resources in assisting
people in need in Eelam, educating the youth in your
local Tamil school and contributing to numerous
charities. Not to forgetting to mention of-course your
incomparable sacrifices you had made through your
time as a mother in Eelam.

I will miss you Ammama, you will be forever be
in my heart. You have shown me how strong you are even
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when you have lost the closest ones near to you, how
loving you are when you take care of us when you come
and see us, how respectful you are showing us important
family values.

I love you ammama. Forver in my heart.

May you rest in peace.

sgePwer (1992) Pousrossss eujasalear Cuger.
PUsrwsGSS VjsersT Remerwyseved Fhdgm
BreS58061 (6685600F) Sjsafar Wss (sevaeT.
DevesrCefsb urPsE) VGBS
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Dear Ammama...

Rishiyan Ravindrakumaran

As | remember your life, I am struck by the
incredible impact you had on so many people. Your
spirit, courage, and kindness touched everyone who
crossed your path, and your memory will continue to
inspire us all.

Despite the many hardships you faced in your life
- including the loss of your husband, three sons, and
grandson - you always remained positive and full of
hope. Your unwavering faith in God and vyour
unbreakable spirit sustained you during times of
adversity, and you taught us all the importance of
perseverance and resilience.

Your sons were brave soldiers, fighting for our
nation, and you raised them to be men of great honor
and respect. Your contribution to our community extends
far beyond your immediate family, and your support and
service to our people during the war are a testament to
your dedication to our nation.

You were always a source of comfort, strength,
and light for anyone who needed it. You welcomed
anyone into your home as part of your family, treating
them with the same care and love as you did to every
member of our immediate family.

140



Your love for your family was immense and
never-ending. You took care of us with unwavering love
and affection, and your wisdom and guidance have
helped to shape us into the people we are today.

You had an unquenchable thirst for knowledge
and so much love for your motherland. Your stories
about your life during the war helped me, as someone
who was not born in the country, to better understand
the struggles and sacrifices made by my ancestors for
the nation we call our own.

Your kindness, generosity, and love knew no
bounds. You touched the lives of countless people in the
community, offering kind words and acts of service to
anyone who needed it. Your influence on our lives cannot
be measured.

Rest in peace, dear Ammama. Your life was a
true gift, and we are all blessed to have known and loved
you. You will always be remembered as a beacon of
hope, strength, and light, and your spirit will continue to
guide us all in the years to come.

With deep gratitude and endless love

Pefwesr (1994) Pusr0sss8 eussalsar Cugerr.
PousT0s65S eVfsalsT @enerwyseed

&6800 DoeFsLaer (¢6855600F) HoUGSarsT (SG6V6V6I.
Devesrefs) urThG VGEMAS.
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Ammama I miss you so much...

Sgaguwa

Ammama, you have left us with so many

memories, so many stories and so much love. I will never
forget the times you cut up fruits for me as a child and
fed me with your hands, | will never forget the times we
sat together and shared stories about my friends, | will
never forget the times you video called me and would
hold the camera upside down, | will never forget our
walks around Germany, the times I slept on your lap, the
times you would tell me stories about Amma, the times
you would hold onto my arms and rest your head on me..
these are only a few of the best times | have had with you.
My heart is bleeding and I miss you so much.

You are a fighter, a strong woman, a hero. You
have taught us all to face death with strength. You have
taught us all to be warriors, not worriers. We will
promise to carry this through and make you proud.
Please continue to bless us from above and show us the
love that you always carry with you.

I wish | saw you one last time. | miss you so
dearly and I wish for you to rest in peace.

2 MG HBETEYSET 6T6T MW
ererenerr (KO GuASTG HOVOWOA.

sfewa (1995), Pusrwssssd Sfsersar Cusd. ¢6850 @Dged s e
(6685600f) eufaalsr yseved. Devemcafsy wrPsg VGENIS.
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SIOTYETET JDODWOE...

go0OE6

[ hope you are resting in peace right now.

Thank you for your kindness that you have shown me
when | came to see you for the first time. Getting your
blessing has meant a lot to me.

| know we haven't met many times but your memories
are very close to my heart. | never had a relationship
with my grandparents and | was looking forward to
meeting you more often and getting to know the
wonderful woman that you are. | admired the simplicity
in you and your approach towards problems. I admired
how you smiled through each and every battle you
faced.

With deep regrets, | know | would not get the
opportunity to meet you again but, 1 will forever hold
your smile and voice in my heart.

May your wonderful soul rest now and watch over us
as we live our lives and make you proud.

9)60T (60T
gro
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SIGVEVEVT. May her good soul rest in ieace.
-Lazarus Einstien

She’s a wonderful woman who loves her cultural values
of her native wadamarachchi soil. Once I'm fortunate
enough to have a conversation with her in messenger
and she asked me ‘appa nee yaru.. Unakku ennai
theriuma’, I got excited about this and said, Amma
everyone who loves Thamileelam well known as you
are a beloved mother of our great warriors and patriots
in our soil. She laughed so hard and told me ‘aiya
Naan en mannai niraiyewe thavari vitten. It was son,
I missed my soil so much. I love to go there once again.
I was so saddened. Yes, Amma, you will be with us in
our homeland.

-Lazarus Einstien

OO 6T Doy S mvsaT 6)GrensvGuLuIey
SMS5S BESCHT  EST. HSS GV  6TAT MO
0wYE55Y).

-QPVC &P Pougwarg

ADGES DIMSVSGET. ETT)OUTED STEIT )DOFET6ET
uCO UnGEGser. samser P WL GevrC
D MG YOOTEIET Henere) QeraTwd DBSENY).
DL6s WSS BGs6d e me@sE e
BDswyseuoreT sGaTety EbFeSsaT.
~SHPSTEBEE) YAMESGOTG

211



vard Bs0d CHMETWIS 2MMY). WSSOITE
SITY  SGMET VTFD  STUMW  6TELEVID QRGBMESH
BMHYES  RG 2Wihs 2.aTers  6)ueirwent.
VNG QT @eVeYuE WaAGLEVMEY. PSS
OrBIET  YE5OT  FOLSWENCW  6TEVEVTD  6UEVEY
BDemymevener Gevesor(h S meir.

- &rGVeT GWAgETd

QJOor eF Gugammey,
QOOT QF PPDO... -0g6e wHureET

SOOTIET YE5OT F05HE MW  DE)MEVER)6T
Ogr58868Cmear eTarsGw eTaysmrCuwar(h VYGY
WIWOYS M 558). 2ME BE560]. SETEYHC W
Oearepenaer Loy IBHGMVGSUIV AGSWTES
IC(B'$ govarhedas Healelsa0gasGe GaeT
DIV S &ﬁmé’m@mm @w@m&wm Wrsens
SVHGINCO  YSWC T  UAWPD  S6ITE0)6ITU 68T
s6me) GmVTSC(HO. HFsCwLESW @rmssy >FG

$0GS.
-6)p0&&

SovrmVYd GHOLSSaTDTUD e Cever.
U568 291§, VHMO TG FCETSIMD HDOT
96T VGEBTOTP) QRBVGY 6)BGBREW GETUFSH67.
ET NS UVSGTVD SO I HSH6IFS6T.

QYOO D MSTATGD 2msaT GHOUSSRTTHD
umsaPOysense Lo g5 6eTY 6)5r60606
6)sarerFarGmad. VML O QBrsme) 6T5aGw
BIGST00E  OMPVFLME  TETUS OGS
2 areneuer 5a6T. gGHT ¢ Crr5560 JGHT R
VGO  DMSET  HENETEYSN T (5 OmSGET)6T
sarSjser  o0r.  YHVMT  TREGLSTYO
GVOTED S58HTORVTED RBMSHT SJOOF...

-& 0P WEsT

212



Ty Oeremersenud, 6 (HE6585  6)55(HSS)
NCD... Ab6s Jowr CfwaPuds... B 68575855
G0 6)uaplvaemgas Qo sHerenas v Guag),
SIVJ STOGICML cTeVMey ST Caddgeareras
T APwWerd. ef @uoems cWFW $sF
si... Gu 18 eterug), YFFPfwwrer P wWd.

-89 &P

@f&’w@w )50 G S PNNE5S). HITD
QUITO YowrssePC O safwas e afPwevg.
65 @of YBOD QG5g AsaTHIWD Fameare)
G6T  ETEOMITMIGOT VENPWATE). SDOTEIEDT GON
F0648 Jmw @emmevesr  OgajsSssLEmer.
D MG HUFEV GAEYD 6(HEVEITTS.. . o

6008 sHS6T

6)5l08 APbs Bse)b VBSSVGESHET. HOOT
ETEOTETT )Y HETUMSG)NTS  SAMEW  FNOSTMIE
WS 6TSHHMET STVD STET UM PEVT. DNV UWNTS
2 YRGCHO.  AewedaT 0T  FrESWew
Qopemer sr0  JmarGd  Coarh'FCyaod.
c‘wmmwm@w T0Y) P65 Rrmamens 6)s569%
86 6)srerdBmad.

-wredaf PeuEsTaTSGST D

%‘?‘«w“s amlg)gjlmsooﬂufﬂfm SHu SlEHF 601!
| |

Slurrsg gl
Bwwd. Aarr Fursyryr FAasTiosbsi)
Sauiteler LoDAHEG OaibBoaNser Oidads]
_»’ A 8Dy 23.04. 1934 (4Beoned ~L@dSdpiern) — Sy 18.05.2022 - (Bwioen)

ue Bpgmidu g Gaip pid sLipIb srwdoe UlusDob.Hapap abjen obodia)
Womﬂo@mmﬂm u@ﬂmﬂdﬂnw Mvm

Pov Yowrsser  TLCVTHSGY SOWFIFGD
EoOmUO 6)uENTFST. YOOT HRSERD DbS
VP FuUI6v.

-(p.5.6.8vGwrgeT

213



509F RGREDEITOYE GO 6)urmOurers
8. P0f geS5850086T (. L1f5eP) Sjeujser
s6C GOV SB0S PsT0EEES SWasFaRa e selsT
SGYGVOUCEMG PVSTOSESS UFSETST VST &HETeUGERTT
gufsePC 0 emswelss Cuag)
(Ve sy, Cwgwef - 23.05.2022)

| R -
S0LFQ PBsMV0 yeIsaT YMETSHVES 6)STCFUSSSHT6)
0CHO0HMaeTs 0POVPOY wrdssOUCEH, 50EWs CeLws6)sag
LsT0GGSS SWASFaRr ejaalsT wseT
E68 56056017 JUFSATCD SWETEEO0CC (Buzrgu
(Ve sy, Gwgwef - 23.05.2022)

214



B GUUDHDHTGITIT
FIBMDHHST BUITHITST

(umSESBI®D, MNHIuNEOTID)
23.04.1934 - 18.05.2022
mmm Sy mmmﬁm STmSAG BUTASERSSTA g

b BEiitEs) mLilnmnng ummﬂuunimg
BEA

LeIBelaT HTHID HLPLDS HTUISHID

SOAHFIVBH ASTLILBD, SO ellGHamevil yedsair.




5800 BHgmV0 (elsaT YMETSSHVGS 6)SGTCFUSSST6)
saCBoOvmmaerg 0H0OvePOy urPsE500C (),
6aCBOvDMaeTy FGosd Pascrwsssd Fwrsgaoa
DIVFEN ST VEOT S5HSTIGETT VFSHen D
mswePssOuCC Gurgy
(V6o eumasy, Guwgwef - 23.05.2022)

216



DM HIVEFH GFrLIumsbd
s alpszmeot Uy sar

20.05.2022

AL EnsE

Aausnosbsfl HuTSITRT JOJEEHES
““pm_@Uubpreny’’  wAluefiiy.
SOPp alpsmeoBuTTL L  eugeorBafled  GEgiloslt  BILIGED  LOGITENELD
BB HIH6V, SHENEMEILILD P10) CapdlwF Gawimum_Lmemymul
R ememn &g 6\s e N BHMEVBBN B OHTLIHS LwenildHg
fasmnoaspsfl dAfluy  eeim usopTeId SwiL’Leueny 18.05.2022
Siem BTD @hsHied GLmb.

SIS B B HMeVBBTSHLI GumynBaemeun g, L6V
SILEGWPMDBHEHEGID  SIFGBIGHHOBEHSGD WHHUID @B STWTS
61L0G] B HmevLIBLTITL L HHBES 1 SHMEBL ukiseflienL
aUPRIECaUHIBLD GTEILINS HETGaIHE C&FwIBLL L euFTeumi.

OpmabsguITer @Tamien PSSETOULYS STevmisefsd Gumymersemaasmen
sTUUyeTEalhhe 2 w6, HHRGUIL auFdHsHmen gBUBSHE CaThBHSI
alBSHmEOLIGUTITL L SABGSL Leod CFHSHeuyFmeuny.

STWsHMmSILBU  LeoGuwighg Cggweiulsd auflssEursib, eogl

Lo & 3611601 lBHMEVBHTHELD GUTLDEUT ST &5l ement
CuUBHGHIUSBBTEND  OBTLIHSHID CFLBULCouemiB  FTHILSBHETS
Gapdlw CEFwBUTLLTenyTedh ST B)em6u1 55318 0\ T 601

sijuuenliiyLell  QFwBULLG WL [BO6VEOTEI, 610G I LOTewT6N T 66
STWCMPs  Hevel  ueNfEFHEETHS  HLNSHPBHHE 2L THSH
SOpTeowIGHHed RenemibH [HEWIL HT6VID GOFWIEOTBAIL HEOSOTFTEITEUT.
wreljtesefel HUTEhBmeTUD, STWHEHESeMNE lBHML DIUTESUL|LD
SOIMGTHTRES  OHTLIHEHID  SFuussfiCur®  Cadlwinemiwmbasiuw
G eueniy BrD  @ubsel CLmd.  oeenflen @iy SIS
alBHmeoLICUTITLLSABGWL @eufi b  HevellEBBB  LOTemIeN)HEHHELD
&owusHafipew GufipluTe. Reufldr @PUUTE  HWGBBIGSESW
GBwuSSHey, 2 melenyser, Hewujseflen Hwfed BTIUPW UKRICBHHSHIS
Caneougi 6l PousToabsfl HUTEITmr Seujseisn CaHFULBBIOSHSF
Qrwdum_yihers  “BrL@UUBBTeN’’  se  wHUUeflUSd  BTD
QuEHmLWENL B\6TEMBITLD.

“yeSserfletr asib SUOLPS STWESLD”

IR BHIVDHH OHTLTUBLD.
SO alHmeols Lelsei.

217



218



6aCBOvHYaerg
PVGTVEGSS FWASTTRT VFSEBSS
GsLwéb)say Guafsd wFHouefoy

saCBOvHyaeng.  Fowd  PsrwasSS
Swasgar ejser, Jereeser 0refgy SOCT
bosnfev, waefgs SOCET  OWTET, WATTH
IC@mwgreoesT a)mm)(da, Gug e et wreSgg
6)vOgerar  UggeT @MWy L6, c‘gé’@wﬁo"m
sawangase)o, GusSwagaseyd wrRsg), Css
IQuYs518  HOMHL  HFOUPSS  6)UGOIC G
weevag. 945G CH565560 WrRHEG STVSS 6D
a;sysaf’wrmﬁw Borass . HOurC B0 FrGsss

BDorgey 6)6686u106aT 0SSO, CH&
aﬂ@arrg aPferSer (PH&TONG (PT T (96D
Bos8)6)s06800, 5CLQ yeverawe) Cuamgaealsemer
2 UFP5S5) @rreIey PHDMSEGTERD 2T (g
UrS&TEG FFSSTWAEINS.

ASSL T ST ) CurgésrevIeYUEIMmIGET 6T
sware)Oudas  ‘O)uGEmearalar  Fmgersen
6T6Y (56660 TWE SUG) TWESTHNE ePeud
Gga008 w6V vdsgerenas. geud  6)uwibg)
Cojoafw srlye $660 J&5s Comeruis GO
EYIFEERES STW6)0TLPSE56060P AHVLWD ETETUMS
2G5 VTSSO SEQIVWESYD HPLPWWS
vePwanPwCsi®, weaTmsd 6556460 OgSBS
wase)b 6)swevapwef eraTug) GPOUOC 5555
$060. @ssmaw Ggs0UNY TGS LTSS
STWES s0Pws  Gsfwsb)sng  Guajsd
wFouels60 vCC ).

WA E5IVES 6)STLFUSD
s80Fw 9Bsmevl yadsar

219



RPW: £58)

220



Pour FWaEFaDT UJSETS)

GW YUY Femere)ser 6)&r&E600C (R
‘)udrmarelar Lmeerset 6Ty HTVAS
20200 yer(r wrfESY OVrSL eVF VTPLY)

6)sreamig®hs Cuwiwvel 6 g6 6)euePwrdud®b85).

QGHT60 6)STCFuUmeT
Povgs) VL OUEUIMISELD
VUGS S(BSHESEBD. ..



Peru Ninaivin Siru Thukkal

(Some Drops from a Vast Memory)
Author: Siva Thiyaganjan
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Comrade Amma: Makalin Paarvaiyl Masthik Sivaraman
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Theough the Eyes of Her Danghter)
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Memories Linger ON
-C S Lakshmi

si:agamawndari or Siva as she was called, is the
other whose two sons became martyrs in the
cause of Tamil Eelam. Her eldest son was a teacher
and a poet who got caught in an :rmy auxk and lost his left

called Siva, Sundari and as Morrisamma by many who were
friends of her son “Morris” (real name Bharathan) who died
fighting the Indian army in 1989. Her second son was called
Saba in the LTTE and his real name was Mayuran. And many

leg and left hand and had to be h
poems on freedom for the Tamils were ;ured on the LTTE
radio broadcasts and were recited in many poetry meetings.
While his mother and father were in Vavunia the son was in
Vattappalai. And a huge war was going on in the area between
the two cities. Meanwhile, the father passed away.There
could be no communication and it was the LTTE cadres who
became the bridge of communication between the parents
and the son. The mother was persuaded to come to Germany
by her other children and her son died without seeing her.

The mother Siva, whose full name is Sivagamasundari, was  *

called her May Saba (Mayuran) also died while
fighting, in 1993. This book is about the memories of others
of Siva and her own memories of being in Sri Lanka while
two of her sons had joined the LTTE and one of them was
writing poems of resistance. Her memories of what it felt to
lose Morris are very movingly written. Recalling his last visit
to Paruthithurai when she had gone there from Jaffna, where
she had shifted due to the harassment of the Indian army,
she describes the visit in great detail and also how she walked
alone to the army camp to ask for his body.

The next day my daughter and | along with Master

SNL 41 SUPPLEMENT BOOK REVIEWS

1. Memories Linger On: C S Lakshmi reviews three different kinds
of memoirs. Peru Ninaivin Siru Thulikal (Some Drops from a Vast

Memory) by Siva Thiyagarajan, Comrade Amma: Makalin
Paarvaiyil Maithili Sivaraman (Comrade Mother: Maithili
SivaramanThrough the Eyes of Her Daughter) by Kalpana

Karunakaran and Mecchiyunai: Thi. Janakiramanaip Patri Avar
Magal (When You Are Appreciated: Thi. Janakiraman’s Daughter
on Him) by Uma Shankari.
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mother whose two sons became martyrs in the

cause of Tamil Eelam. Her eldest son was a teacher
and a poet who got caught in an army attack and lost his left
leg and left hand and had to be hospitalised. His passionate
poems on freedom for the Tamils were aired on the LTTE
radio broadcasts and were recited in many poetry meetings.
While his mother and father were in Vavunia the son was in
Vattappalai. And a huge war was going on in the area between
the two cities. Meanwhile, the father passed away.There
could be no communication and it was the LTTE cadres who
became the bridge of communication between the parents
and the son. The mother was persuaded to come to Germany
by her other children and her son died without seeing her.
The mother Siva, whose full name is Sivagamasundari, was

Sivagamasundari or Siva as she was called, is the

called Siva, Sundari and as Morrisamma by many who were
friends of her son “Morris” (real name Bharathan) who died
fighting the Indian army in 1989. Her second son was called
Saba in the LTTE and his real name was Mayuran. And many
called her Mayuranamma. Saba (Mayuran) also died while
fighting, in 1993. This book is about the memories of others
of Siva and her own memories of being in Sri Lanka while
two of her sons had joined the LTTE and one of them was
writing poems of resistance. Her memories of what it felt to
lose Morris are very movingly written. Recalling his last visit
to Paruthithurai when she had gone there from Jaffna, where
she had shifted due to the harassment of the Indian army,
she describes the visit in great detail and also how she walked
alone to the army camp to ask for his body.

“...The next day my daughter and | along with Master
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Thirunavukkarasu went to take the body of Morris from the
Mandigai hospital. Post master Mahendar also joined us.

The army had issued strict orders to the hospital that
without its permission his body cannot be taken by anyone.

| must have my son’s dead body.

| got ready to go the Mandigai army camp to get
permission to receive my son’s body. My daughter Chandra
was very anxious about my going there by myself. Everyone
was scared that the army may harm me. They were hesitant
to send me alone. | calmed down everyone and began to
walk towards the army camp.

| could clearly see the guns at the army Sentry Points being
pointed towards me. | understood well that in the next few
minutes anything could happen. But some force that was
activating me had taken hold of me. | was walking towards
the camp ready to face anything. Even before | had walked
half the distance | saw army commanders awaiting me at the
entrance.

When | reached the entrance | told them, “| am the mother
of Morris.”

That was it. An army commander hurriedly came towards
me and held me by the hand and took me in and made me sit
on a chair. They prepared tea and served me hot tea. Three
of them who looked like they held high positions in the army
came and bowed before me. Then they told me, “Amma...
your son is a great person of valour. Seeing his capabilities, all
these days we had assumed that he was an elderly person.
We could not believe it when we came to know that he was
such a young person. He was a good man. We understand
that people love him because he is such a good man. You
must be proud to have given birth to such a valorous and
courageous boy. It is our duty to pay our respects to you.
You are a valorous mother. We salute you....” They spoke in
English and folded their hands before me with respect.
| could not believe that moment.

| began to shiver. All my frozen emotions came up in
waves. Tears blinded my eyes! The courage that | had held
on for so long got scattered like clouds.

| stood up. | could not see the road through my tears. |
did not wipe those tears. | started walking with them towards
my son’s dead body.” (p.26)

Through such notes and vignettes the book is able to bring
the image of Siva, the mother of three martyrs, before our
eyes.

TpS506mg we0 (C.S.Lakshmi)
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