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Jayadeva Uyungoda
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government has achieved a goal which no other government
would have dared: the de-merger of the Northern and Eastern
provinces. Tamil nationalists for long held the belief that the
merger of the two provinces was a non-negotiable principle in
any political settlement, Acknowledging this Tamil nationalist
claim, the Indo-Lanka Accord of July 1987 proposed the merger
of the two provinces. They were temporarily merged a few
months later. The de-merger occurred in 2006 when the
Supreme Court, in a determination of a petition filed by the
JVP, held that that temporary merger was illegal.

The third is about the position concemihg the LTTE’sroleina

possible negotiated solution to the ethnic coaflict. The
government does not believe, neither does it hope for, any
negotiations with the LTTE. The military defeat and the
elimination of the LTTE from the politic-military equation

seems to be the government’s thinking, aithough there may be
some who question the viability of this goal. Those who pursuz-

the objective of peace without the LTTE treat the LTTE as the
‘absolute enemy’ of the Sri Lankan state. In this thinking, the
LTTE is the main obstacle to peace in Sri Lanka, and that
obstacle has to be removed and it has to be removed through
military conquest. :

The fourth component is derived from both the second and the
third. Tt entails pragmatic political deals with the non-LTTE
Tamil militant groups while the military thrust against the LTTE
is proceeding. The tirst phasc of this new strategy has been
successfully implemented in the de-merged Eastern province,

with the active participation of the group called ¥hamnil Makkal

Vidudalai Puligal (TMVP), which broke away fromithe LTTE
~afew years ago. One of the key military successes of the state

“against the LTTE in recent years has been the successful '

exploitation of the LTTE’s internal split in order to oust the .

LTTE’s military presence from the Eastern province. The s
government, on the heel of this military success in the Eastern ™
province, seems to have swiftly moved in the direction of
politically conselidating that gain, by holding provincial council -

-elections to the province. The ruling party even entered intoan .
- electoral coalition with the TMVP. At the provincial elections

held in last May, the government-LTTE coalition won a majority
in the Council. President Rajapakse wasted no time to appoint
Pillayan, {le ex-LTTE leader of the TMVP as the Chlef MIHISICT
of the Provmce

 How can one assess the e.fﬁcacy of this new policy of the Sri - '

Lankan government? Obviously, it is too early to say anything

with any certainty, because a major component of the
government strategy still remains incomplete. That is about

the role of the LTTE in the conflict as well as in any conflict’

resolution process. The government wants to neutralize the
LTTE and remove it from the equation of the conflict. That
obviously requires a long drawn out war. That war is going on
in the North. It is quite clear that the LTTE is not interested in
returning lo negotiations, as much as the government does not
want any talks as such with the LTTE. Can the Sri Lankan
gconomy, fdced with a new crisis precipitated by the rising -

petroleum prices and spiraling inflation, continue to fund *
another protracted phase of the war? The government seems 10

~ think it can, as long as there is no mass protest and oppos1t10nal

mobilization on economic issues.

s At present, the odds appear 1o bc in favour of the government, -
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 capturing state power. The JVP made two attempts to fulfill
that objective, first in April 1971 and then in 1987-1989.
Both ended not just in failure, but in the annihilation of large
numbers of its leaders, members, sy mpathlzers and even their
family members. The 1971 attempt was a brief affair, spread

over a few weeks. Many of the movement’s leaders, including -

Wijeweera, survived death and prison sentences to re-launch
the movement in the early 1980s.

The second JVP ‘insurgency’ of 1987-89 developed in a new
political context. The civil war between the Sri Lankan state
and the Tamil secessionist groups had erupted after the anti-
Tamil riots of 1983. The Jayewardene regime proscribed the
JVP in July 1983, allegmgfa sulythough that the ‘Left’ parties
were behind the anti-Tamil riots. The JVP, which had been
engaged in parliamentary and electoral politics for a few
- years, went underground again. The Indian involvement in
Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict, particularly through the Indo-
Lanka Accord of July 1987, gave a new opportunity for the
JVP to re-emerge. And re-emerge the JVP did with a bang.
The day Rajiv Gandhi and Junius Jayewardene signed the
Accord, on July 27, 1987, there were organized riots in
Colombo. Gandhi himself escaped possible death at the
_ceremonial guard of honour when a naval rating attempted
to hit Gandhi’s head with the butt of his rifle. Those were the
unmistakable signs of the second coming of the JVP’s
“revolution.’

India’s political and military intervention in 5r1 Lanka in the
mid-eighties seems to have re-defined the JVP’s political
agenda. To capitalize the public anger generated by what
many Sri Lanka’s thought at the time as the high-handed
behaviour of the Indian government as well as the fears
generated by the huge Indian military presence in the North-
East of the Island, the JVP launched a ‘patriotic war’ against
the ‘Indian imperialist state’ and its “local agents,” the
Jayewardene regime. That turned out to be a bloody campaign
of violence, directed against the UNP regime, the armed
forces and the police and even the Left parties who supported
the Indo-Lanka Accord and the devolution of power to the
Tamils. Nearly three years of intense violence forced the Sri
Lankan government to send the IPKF back home, forge a

new alliance with the LTTE and then launch in early March-
April 1989 the bloodiest counter-insurgency war Sri Lanka -

has experienced in such short time span. It may have killed

nearly 30, 000 JVPers just in a period of six months, It also

resulted in rounding up and cold-blooded killing of the entire
top JVP leadership, including Wijeweera, but except one Polit

Bureau member. The man who was lucky to escape Sri Lanka

and save his life is Somawansa Amerasinghe, the JVP’s

_Ipfescnt leader. The legend has it that he hired a fishing boa‘t
off the coast of Negombo and escaped to the Kerala coastto
Jater proceed to Ttaly. Eventually, he led a life of a political ©
exile in England, until returning to Sri Lanka in 2001 to take e
~up the new and powerful JVP’s leadership. ' :

The remarkable thing about the JVP is that even after the
annihilation it suffered at the hand of the state in 1988-89,
the movement re-emerged in the early 1990s as a

parliamentary party. Amerasinghe and his colleagues, who - :
- were exiled in Europe and Japan, kept the red flag flying till

a new generation of leaders emerged from among the
survivors of the terror of 1988-89. Wimal Weergwansa, the -
leader of the new dissident group, is one among them. Most
of the JVP’s present top leaders are survivors of 1988-89.
They also successfully steered the JVP away from the armed
struggle and towards parliamentary and electoral politics.

The golden moment of the new JVP began in 2000 when :
President Chandrika Kumaratunga sought its support to form
a parliamentary majority. Interestingly, the JVP did not accept
cabinet positions, but supported the Kumaratunga regime
from outside, calling the regime a ‘probationary government.’
Then the JVP entered a formal coalition with Kumaratunga’s -
People’s Alliance in 2004 to win 39 parliamentary seats and
be in a position to dictate terms on the government. .
Amerasinghe, the exiled leader, had returned in 2000. Quite
interestingly, it was the PA-JVP coalition, with its powerful

appeal to the Sinhalese nationalist fears and anxieties that -~

largely succeeded in politically undermining the UNP- LTTE
peace attempt of 2002-2003. Out of power, and therefore in
a self-critical mode, ex-President Kumaratunga now admits
that she made two fatal mistakes by aligning with the JVP

and then pushing out of power the Ranil Wickramasinghe ~
‘administration, on the IV P’s behest. That was in Octobcr—

December, 2003.

The JVP’s break up is probably the manifestation of a general
crisis among political parties and movements in Sri Lanka.
Interestingly, the JVP has remained for quite some time the
only entity that did not suffer a major internal crisis in recent

~ years. All the others — Sri Lanka Freedom Party, United

National Party, Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, the Ceylon

Workers’ Congress, LTTE, PLOTE, and EPRLF — have

suffered splits, leading to declining of party fortunes, re-
alignment of party loyalties, shifts in the party leadership:
and even re-configuration of politico-military balance in the
country. The JVP’s split seems to bc of conblderabie pohtacal

consequences too. - :

G -
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POLLING FOR PEACE POLICIES
The Sri Lankan Case Study’

Pradeep Peiris

Introduction

Afundamental principle of democratic governance is that
policy making should be a function of the opinion of
the demos (Wleizen and Soroka: 2006)* But practice is never
perfect and the realities of democracies are far from what is
theoretically sound and ideal. The influence of public opinion
on government raises normative as well as empirical
questions about democracy. Theories on representative
democracy assume that people have only enough wisdom to
elect the correct leader; policy decisions thereafter rest solely
in the hands of the ‘chosen one.’” Some theoreticians take
this argument a step further by pointing out that the public is
largely ignorant of political issues and thereby unable to
deliberate and form discerning opinions on the same. Vincent
L Hutchings® takes these differing streams and brings them
together via the contention that while the public are not
routinely vigilant, they become alert and informed when their
interests come under threat.

So what then, is the place of a pollster? Is public opinion
polling the watchword of democracy? Or, as Robert
Weissberg* argues, are poll results too limited and lacking
in authority to be considered as guidelines for creating policy
and legislation? Is it a stimulator or a constrainer? Wleizen
and Soroka, allow for public polling results to be the stimulus
for policy formulation. Weissberg’s argument, on the other
hand, attacks polls as not having the second best choice; nor
do they allow for a tradeoff and comments. Further that polls
run the risk of testing issues amongst a public who suffer
from a lack of required knowledge. However, if one were to
analyze the issue through Hutchings’ argument, one can strike
a balance, where it is understood that even though polls may
not direct what policy can be introduced, they can certainly
provide strictures and fimits for pohcy change and
implementation.

The Sri Lankan case study provides ample fodder for such
theories. Polling on public policy is comparatively new to
Sri Lankan politics and has been much in demand largely
due to the high degree of ethnic polarization, and the re-
entry of the warring parties to a period of political negotiation.
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What this paper hopes to explore is the role of public opinion
in the peace process as both policy stimulus as well as policy
constrainer. The paper will lock at polling initiatives on the
peace process and their subsequent relevance on policy.
Through the use of polling results from twe continuous polls
on the peace process, the Peace Confidence Index and the
Knowledge Attitude and Practices Survey, the author hopes
to understand the nexus between polling and policy. The paper
will look at threc aspects of the process, namely, the
‘international community’, ‘political solution’ and
‘negotiations and will conclude by arguing that, while polling
is not the sole influential factor in policy making, it cannot

_be denied that it is one amongst some important variables

that shape public policies.
I. Sri Lanka’s Ethnic conflict

Sri Lanka's total population is about 19 million and it is home
to Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims who belongs to four main
religious groups i.e. Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic and Christian.
Like most of the neighboring South Asian countries Sri Lanka
was also colonized. Since the late 1970s the power struggle
of the minority community in the context of ethnic
discrimination turned into viclence. During the last three
decades, Sri Lanka has suffered from bloody viclence despite
its uninterrupted record on democracy and its high standard
of social indicators compared with its neighbours.

Many efforts have been made to resolve the conflict, the most
successful of which was the now abrogated 2002 Ceasefire
Agreement signed between the United National Party
government led by Ranil Wickremasinghe and the LTTE.
The agreement was brokered by the Norwegian government
and monitored by the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM)
— a consortium of Scandinavian peace monitors. What the
CFA did introduce to the process, also, was the overwhelming
force of the international community—the USA, the EU,
Japan and Norway. India, however, continued to play a silent
but vigilant role. While the Norwegians managed to make
both parties agree to seek peace under a federal framework
in 2003, the commitment and gravity that both parties
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affairs, Vidar Helgesen in his opening speech used the results
~of the PCI to emphasise his point by saying:

... But standing behind them are some formidable
forces for peace. Recent opinion polls indicate that
more than 80% of the population shares the parties’
desire to find a negotiated solution to the conflict...

- Public support for negotiations also rose since the
commencement of the same and this fact has been used by -

the Government media for its own credit. For example, the
Daily News® of October 21% 2002, gave front page coverage
to the PCI findings under the title of “Opinion Survey shows
- more people believe peacewill come”. The same newspaper
devoted its editorial of 6™ January 2003 to the PCI findings,
emphasizi'n_g that the polls showed broad support for the
government’s strategy of bringing peace though peaceful
means. In April 2003, the direct negotiation between the UNP
Government and the LTTE collapsed as the latter decided to
pull out from direct talks while extending its commitment to
the 2002 CFA. This triggered some sporadic violence initially
but later grew into a tit for tat killing spree. As CFA violations
increased, the public’s sentiment corresponded with the
morbidity of the times as their faith in negotiations and the
parties involved took a negative turn. The LTTE and the
Norwegian facilitators were the especial recipients of this
jaundiced view. ;

According to a poll conducted in the period immediately

preceding the April 2004 elections, the people stated that

they were most desirous of economic relief while sustaining

the CFA.' Further, the poll reported that while a majority of
the Sinhala community were disappointed with the incumbent

regime a majority of all minority ethnic communities still
favoured the UNP regime. A majority rated the economy as
a top priority while only one fifth gave the same ranking to
the recommencement of negotiations.

The election manifesio of the then opposition, United People
Freedom Alliance (UPFA) —the SLFP led coalition — and its
- election rhetoric confirmed the influence of the polls. More

importantly, policies of the UPFA government after the

electoral victory show the influence of public opinion in their
‘policies. For example, despite being severe critics of the 2002
' CFA during their election campaign, the UPFA regime did
. not abrogate the CFA until January 2008.

The polls show that support of the Tamil community remained
unchanged while the Sinhala community’s faith in
negotiations showed a gradual decline between 2004 and
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2006 in response to growing hostilities between the LTTE
and the security forces. When President Rajapakse assumed
power in December 2005, he did not do much to revive the
stalled peace talks except for two meetings held in Geneva
and Oslo in 2006. In November 2006, 57% of the Sinhala
community supported peace talks although this declined by
10 percentage points by February of2007. The polls showed
that limited military operations begun in February of ’06 were
well received by the Sinhala community. The February 2007
PCI showed that 48% of the Sinhala community was

confident in the President’s ability to wage a successful war.

While the President and his government must have a number
of reasons to go into battle, one can hardly dismiss the idea
that the public’s demonstration in favour of war in the face
of a debilitating economic situation may have spurred on the

decision to re-engage the LTTE on the battlefield. This -

conjecture is confirmed by a comment made by Dayan
Jayatilaka, an adviser 1o the president and the permanent

~ representative to the UN in Geneva."

We shall of course have to go North and then finally

~ into the Wanni heartland. Prabhakaran (the leader of
the LTTE) must surely be waiting the time we get -
caught in the classic manpower crunch: too few troops
to capture and hold terrain; overstretch which permits
him to concentrate his forces for a devastating
breakthrough at an unexpected point in space and time.
The way to avoid that would be to generate a surge in -
recruitment by tapping into the present patriotic mood:

‘the most recent Peace Confidence Index/Social -~ . -

indicators of the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA)
registers a figure of 54% support among the Sinhalese
for a policy of ratcheting up the military response right
up to all-out war.

Political Solution
S ince 1994, every government has stressed the importance
of a political solution to end the country’s protracted
conflict. However, polls show that despite a consensus with
regard to the need for a peaceful solution, different ethnic
communities and social and political groups begin tc differ
when it comes to the nitty-gritty'? . Therefore every successive
regime has to face a grave challenge in formulating and
implementing a meaningful political solution for the
ethnically polarized community. On one hand Sinhala -
nationalists advocate power-sharing within a unitary state '

while Tamil nationalists lobby for the creation of two separate -

states. Due to this, both governmental and non-governmental

“institutions have found polling to be an excellent supplement.
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Since its inception, PCI the poll series has been funded by
various individual donors and of present it is being financed
by a coalition of donor agencies”. They believed that the
perceptions and attitudes toward peace negotiations revealed
by this poll is vital in the decision making of the donors in
order to influence the government and the LTTE. In 2003
and 2004, USAID funded a KAP survey on the peace process
through Academy for Educational Development (AED) an
American NGO. In Washington and in Colombo the survey
team engaged in briefing the survey resuits to the US Mission,
members of the Government and the Government Peace
Secretariat.

~ Polls not only help them to influence the government policies
directly or indirectly but also to review their own — the
international community — policies with regard to the
Sri Lanka’s peace process. The credibility of Norway started
diminishing in the backdrop of growing CFA viclations and
protracted hurting stalemate condition. Sinhalese did not
reject the idea of third party facilitation but refused to accept
Norway as an impartial and effective mediator. Therefore,
unlike the UNP which was in government from 2002 to
2004, the UPFA regime that formed a government in 2004,
and President Rajapakse distanced themselves from Norway
because of their policies on the ethnic conflict.

Polls showed that the Sinhalese increasingly extended their
preference to India, while Tamils continued to prefer Norway
as the best country to mediatc the peace negotiations®,
However, a substantial percentage of minority communities
extended their support to an Indian involvement. In this
context, some Sinhala nationalist political parties of the
_current government stated that they wanted a more active
role of India in Sri Lanka’s peace process. Capitalizing on
this Indian friendly public mood, President Rajapakse invited
India to play an active role in the Sri Lankan peace process
and expressed his desire to use the Indian power sharing
arrangement as a model for Sri Lanka. Further, a group of
parliamentarians from the APRC was sent to India to study
the Indian ‘panchayatra® ® in 2006. Not only that, in January
2008, President announced that his government wanted to
find a solution to the ethnic conflict though implementing
the 13™ amendment to the Constitution which his party had
criticized for decades. This amendment to the constitution
was introduced by the late President J.R, Jayawardene under
the influence of the Indian government. Meantime, since
2006, India too has expressed a desire to play an active role
in Sri Lanka again. They denounced the LTTE aim of a
separate state but emphasized that a solution to the ethnic
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conflict should preserve the dignity of the Tamil
community®.

Conclusion
Polling is by no means the traditionally accepted means
of information that politicians and governments have
used since time immemorial. Editorials, media commentary,
informants, constituency mail and the like have preceded
polling as the public’s thermomeler. Nevertheless, polling
provides an instant snapshot, if you will, of any political
climate. The casual effect of public opinion polling maps
out three distinct possibilities; that public opinion can
constrain policy, exert strong influence upon it or be entirely
ignored in a government’s policy making process. The Sri
Lankan context, as discussed above, exhibits the occurrence
of all three,

The present government’s policy toward the Ceasefire
Agreement is an excellent example for an instance where
public cpinion polling has functioned as a policy constraint.
Although there were many violations of the pact and endless
criticism of the peace process, polls did show that the people
still wanted the CFA to be sustained. Thereby, it took until
January 2008 for the government to find the correéct moment
to abrogate the CFA. Rajapakse’s approach to foreign policy
shows the direct and indirect influence of public opinion
polling. The government has neither embraced nor rejected
Norway. it has instead extended a warm welcome to India
and Indian models of governance and constitution making.
This shows a positive correlation with the current public
opinion trend.

It is from the UNP regime that we see an instance where
public opinion was completely dismissed. During the 2002
to 2004 period there was a growing sense of public
disappointment over the way the peace process and the
economy were handled. Wickremasinghe’s easy embrace of
the World Bank and the IMF in these matters was not well
received by the public, a fact that he ignored on the grounds
of public ignorance. Page and Shapiro contend that even in
the face of individual ignorance, aggregate preferences will
reflect real world trends. Thus Ranil Wickremasinghe lost
after only a two year stint.

Certainly, the role of public opinion polling in the Sri Lanka
peace process only provides a limited overview of the nexus
between polls and policies. However, it shows the substantial
contribution that polling can make in the intricate and
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ANTHROPOLOGIZING HISTORY AND HISTORIZING
- ANTHROPOLOGY

Premakumara de Silva

W ithin anthropology the turn to history appears to have
_ received legitimacy and gathered momentum in recent
years. Between the 1920s and 1970s, the discipline was
largely dominated by two overarching ‘ahistorical’ theoretical
discourses, Functionalism and Structuralism. The emphasis
on the central methodology of participant observation in ‘the
field” may also have contributed to the neglect of history in
anthropology. Under this methodological approach,
anthropologists had been encouraged to concentrate on what
Roger Sanjek calls “the ethnographic present” (1991) so the
appearance of history in the conventional ethnography was
limited. However, in his 1961 lecture “Anthropology and
History”, Evans-Pritchard appealed for an integration of
functionalist and historical interpretation in anthropology.
His stress on the need for greater historical understanding in
anthropology echoed Levi-Strauss, albeit from a different
perspective. For Levi-Strauss had earlier argued, ‘a little
history - since such, unfortunately, is the lot of the
anthropologists - is better than no history at all’ (1968: 12;
cf. Nissan 1985: 345). '

But anthropology did not turn towards history until the early
1980’s. However, it is important to note here, by early 1960s

historical analysis is quite evident in anthropology of India |

and Sri Lanka through the works of Matriortt (1955), Srinivas
(1976), Ralph Pieris (1956); Edmund Leach (1961), Gananath
Obeyesekere (1964, 1984) and others. Their village studies
did offer a model of collaboration between history and
anthropology that has renewed relevance in the contemporary
_context'. Nevertheless, broadly speaking by 1980s the
importance of history in anthropology was revived,
particularly after the works of well-known anthropologists
~ such as Michael Taussig (1980), Bernard Cohn (1980, 1981),
Marshall Sahlins (1981, 1985), and also the writings of
historians like Ranajit Guha (1982) and his group of
subalternists?. Bernard Cohn’s call for anthropology to
collaborate with history in his land mark essay “An
Anthropologist Among the Historians” first published in
1962, represented an early attempt by anthropologists to take
the question of history seriously. Indeed, today, both
anthropologists and historians probe into the dynamic
interrelationship between culture and history, to understand

i4

‘culture mediated by history and history mediated by culture’
(Ohnuki-Tierney 1990: 5). This is because many critical
historians have realised the need to move from the archive
to the field, in order to ‘explode the concept of history
through the anthropological experience of culture’ (Sahlins
1985: 72).This ‘historicization’ of anthropology and
‘anthropologization’ of history has come about as the result
of several important processes’. One is the decolonisation
of the ‘third world’ nations from the late 1940s through to
the 1960s which served to produce questions about the
traditional binaries (e.g., ‘modern’ and ‘primitive’, ‘dynamic’
and ‘static’) of anthropological enquiry. The perceptions and
assumptions of European colonisers about the colonised, and
the methods by which they categorised the subject
populations, came in for radical criticism. Under these
conditions anthropologists began te study ‘native’ intellectual
traditions and historical schools, and elaborated upon

- indigenous renderings of history (Ohnuki-Tierney 1990: 3).
This move led to dissatisfaction with conventional

anthropological theories and marked the beginning of a new
mode of anthropological enquiry. ;

Many of the more recent critiques of anthropology and
ethnography have been elaborated from within the
discipline.* Discomfort with anthropological definitions of
the ‘other’ has prompted an interrogation of the process by
which this ‘other’ is created. The ‘other’, in the practice of
early anthropology, was represented as existing ‘there and
then’, far from the ‘here and now’ of the anthropologist.
Hence, the writing of anthropology came to be seen as an
essentially political act (Clifford, J. and G. Marcus 1986).

This questioning of the assumptions and premises of
anthropology has been complemented by an interrogation of
its method. It has been pointed out that the concentration on
the ‘local’, and the great dependence on “fieldwork’ do not
necessarily make ethnographic accounts authentic and
authoritative representations of other societies, The
privileging of knowledge derived from experience in the
‘field” serves to foreground face-to-face relations of
community, neglecting or disregarding other, less localised
relations (Gupta and Ferguson 1997: 15). The nature of
fieldwork in anthropology conceals the way in which the
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the Orientals whom they studied and represented (Inden 1990:
38). This ‘other’, carefully constructed by bestowing upon
it an unchanging essence, and carefully setting it apart from
the ‘self’ of the Orientalist, had two simultaneous
consequences: it served to deprive the ‘other’ of all agency;
and it endowed the Orientalist with the authority to present
the Oriental, ‘not only to Europeans and Americans but also
to the Orientals themselves’ (ibid.). All these interventions
have prompted historians and ethnographers to abandon the
search for the ‘real’ or the ‘essential’, and replace it instead
with a sense of the production of culture (e g, Dlrks 1892,
Hagberman 1994),

Ihc conjunction of history and anthropology is not just
‘another new speciality’, a means for the writing of
hyphenated histories and anthropologies (Cohn 1980: 216).
‘Ethnographic history’ and ‘historical anthropology’ are
hybrid labels that strive to bring about a meaningful
collaboration between the two disciplines so that the subject
magter common to both may be reasserted, and the limits of
c_ﬁch transcended.
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POET AS WITNESS: ETHNICITY AND THE DESCOURSE
OF THE NATION

E.V. Ramakrishnan

S outh Asian countries have gone through similar phases
of historical experiences such as those of colonialism,
nationalist movements, state formation and efforts at
decolonization. The politics of South Asia still bears the
marks of colonial legacy. The boundaries which were
politically drawn often contradicted the cultural boundaries
that took shape over centuries. The nation building in these
countries have been influenced by collective memories but
the same logic did not inform the state formation. The
minorities came into being through political processes of
exclusion which were oftent he result of the policies
prescribed by the state. Electoral politics made them
increasingly seif-conscious about their distance from centres
of power. They were forced to defend their cultural identity
against the aggressive assimilationist policies of the state.
Their cultural identity took on aspects of political identity.

- They were caught in a conflict between atavistic sentiments |

and the compuisions of civil politics. The cultural givers that
constitute the ethnic identities can mobilize people in times
of crisis. Both Kashmiri Muslims and Sri Lankan Tamils can
be described as ethnic communities since they are objectively
different from other communities in customs, rituals and
beliefs and they subjectively accept these differences as the
basis of their distinctive identity. The prolonged civil strife
in Sri Lanka and Kashmir has ifs roots in the conflict between
ethnicity and nation state. Here we will study the poetry of
Jean Arasanayagam, a Sri Lankan poet and that of Agha
Shahid Ali, an Indian poet, both writing in English, to see
how they respond to the crisis in their respective community.

Let us examine the case of Sri Lanka. When Sri Lanka secured
independence in 1948, it was the Sinhalese Buddhist elite
which constituted the ruling class. Here it is worth mentioning
that of the 26 per cent of Sri Lankan population that belongs
to minority communities, 18.5 per cent are Tamils and 7.4
are Muslims. The divisive politics followed by the Sri Lankan
state in the 1950s progressively alienated the Tamil minorities
who are largely concentrafed in the North and North East
parts of the couritry. The dialectic of the monolothic, unitary
state and its deliberate suppression of differences, linguistic
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and religious, led to the demand for a separate nation by the
ethnic group. It should be remembered that the Budddhists
have no special claim to Sri Lankan territory. There are strong
cultural and racial similarities between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils, the linguistic and religious differences
notwithstanding. It is impossible to differentiate the Sinhalese
and the Tamils from their physical appearance. Most of the
Tamil speakers arrived in Sri Lanka centuries before and have
contributed substantially towards the country’s economic and
cultural wealth.

After the formation of independent Sri Lankan state, the
Tamils were systematically marginalized by the state
apparatus. The Sri Lankan national flag shows a Sinhalese
lion. The secular national discourse of the state became
increasingly irrelevant as Buddhist culture and Sinhalese
language became markers of Sri Lankan nation state. In 1956
Sinhalese was made the official language of the nation. The
rhetoric of cultural nationalism (‘Sinhala Only’ was their
slogan) was used by Bandaranaike’s Sri Lanka Freedom Party
to mobilize the majoritarian forces into a formidable political
formation. Tamils who were a highly educated minority

- gradually lost their access to opportunities in higher education

and representation in government jobs and the oppression of
Tamils united them across religions. Gradually, as the relation
between Tamil ethnicity and Hindu religion got severed and
“Tamil ethnicity replaces Hinduism as the focal point of
nationalist pride among Tamils. As a result, some of the
most active participants in the Tamil Separatists movement
have been Christians, even Christian clergy.” (Juergensmeyer
1993: 102). It is to be noted that the resistance movement of
the Tamils has primarily targeted the Sri Lankan state.

The poetry of Jean Arasanayagam gives us an inside view of
the Sri Lankan ethnic strife. By birth she is a Dutch Burgher.

~ The Dutch came to Sri Lanka in the 17® century and the

Burghers constitute a microscopic minority of Sri Lanka.
During the colonial period they were a privileged group and

‘this had alienated them from the mainstream. Jean

Arasanayagam’s marriage to a Sri Lankan Tamil, despite the
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This time the poojas are not made
With laden trays of flowers, tulsi, camphor
Fruit, kumkum and thirtham

The poojas are made with their bodies,
As they come thousands and thousands
Traveling from distant villages.

Nallur is now a battlefield

and the hands upraised

storming heaven

all bear arms,

all bear weapons. (1bid: 115)

3

The context of ethnic violence forces Jean Arasanayagam to
review the content of her minority identities. She offers a
critique of the nationalistic discourse by producing self-
critical narratives of her Burgher and Tamil identities. In A4
Colonial Inheritance and Other Poems she recovers her past
and in the process, takes stock of the colonial past. This, by
- no means, is an easy task because now she has to recognize
that her ancestors have left her a dubious ]ega.,y of violence
and shame:

In the garden of museun

a cannon rests. Within glass cases

artefacts of time. Minted coins abraded

silver larins, golden guilders, stuivers,

ancient swords stained with rust -

and blood. Firearms antique,

and in my face --- a semblance, (Arasanayagam 1985: 5)

The minted coins are stained with blood. This is 2 moment

of epiphany. The present v iolence was inherent in the colonial

- conquest of the natives and their brutal subjugation. To own

“up to this dubious legacy is to be self-critical about her
community:

We were once invaders

On our brows eating into skull

We bear branded the mark of Cain. (Arasa.nayagam 1991
85)

In-a long poem called “Exiled Childhood” in the volume,
Shooting the Floricans Arasanayagam confesses to her
privileged status in the colony as a Burgher (Arasanayagam
1993: 9-10). To situate her own legacy is to accept that her
relation with the mainstream is historically determined. The
critical distancing she achieves in her narration of the past is

a pointer to her awareness of the complications of history

informing the present. In the middle of the poem she
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compares herself to a migrant bird which has overstayed its
summer and has chosen to stay behind to cohabit with the

native kind and has now grown “into a rare genus” (Ibid.,

p.113) Here she achieves a statis of sort without any final

* resolution of her problem of belonging. The nationalist
discourse, by its very nature, demands assimilation and the

critical distance she acquires through her examination of her

- own location within Sri Lankan history, enables her to realize

the inherent vulnerability of minority identities. In an article,
Elaine Ho and Harshana Rambukwella have argued that

Arasanayagam’s writing Is heavily invested in the idea of

*national be’ongmg They suggest:

It is from within the Sri Lankan nation and as an
individual who desires to belong that Arasanayagam
writes, but she is also acutely aware that in this national
space, she is persistently marked as alien. The desire
to belong co-exists with an equally urgent process of
rewriting her own alien-ness, and to reinvent alienation
as critical irony and poetic agency. (Ho and
Rambukwella 2006: 66-67). :

I'would like to argue that this is not borne out by her poems.

She questions narrow notions of belonging. She has come to

recognize that each discourse of belonging creates its others.
She understands that choices are made by one’s birth and

one’s location in a community which are historically

determined. Today it is recognized that a nation-state may

contain more than one nation. Anthony D. Smith says in his

study, The Ethnic Origins of Nations: “Quite simply many
individuals today belong simultaneously to two ‘nations’ ---
- Catalan and Spanish, Breton and French, Croat and

Yugoslav, Scots and British, even Yoruba and Nigerian,
pethaps.” (Anthony D. Smith 1986: 167). The nationalistic
- discourse, as it has been defined by the Sri Lankan state, has

no space to accommodate minority identities like hers. The

nation-state bestows equality whereas it is the nation which

endows one with identity. She is caught between the state-
seeking Tamil nationalism and the state-sponsored Sinhala

Buddhist nationalism. (See T.K. Ommen’s article ‘New
Nationalisms and Collective Rights’ in Stephen May et al
2004 : 132-140 for details regarding the post-colonial

nationalisms of South Asia.) it is not-easy for her to endorse

either of the two as it involves making painful choices. The

metaphor of the migratory bird overstaying its summer and

choosing to cohabit with the native kind and eventually
evolving into a ‘rare genus’ does underline the fact that she
will remain alien and different. Can she find her own space
within the nation without getting assimilated? She will remain
a vulnerable member ofa mmorlty community ever marked
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In order to get rid of the prevailing confusion, we need to
conceptualize ethnicity as an interactional, as against, an
attributional notion. We must view ethnicity as a product of
conquest, colonization and immigrationand the consequent
disengagement between culture and territory. It is the
transformation of the “outs” into “ins” that leads to the
process of ethnies becommg nations. (Stephen May et al:
131).

In the case of Sri Lankan Tamils and Kashmiris the question
of internal colonization is relevant. Both Arasanayagam and
Agha Shahid have experienced the disjunction betwsen

‘culture and territory” Oommen speaks of. As an exile, Agha
Shahid’s alienation from land is more acute and this is
reflected in his recollections full of anguish.

In his Half-inch Himalayas (1987) Agha Shahid shows how
. the Ksahmir of his childhood is now untraceable. As a

homeless exile, he is condemned to his memorics which
unspool from the hallucinatory images of violence in the
- valley: “This is home. And this is the closest/ T will ever
come to home. When | return,/ the colours will not be so
brilliant/the Jhelum’s waters so clean,/ so ultramarine. My
love/ so overexposed” (Agha Shahid Ali 1987; 1). The
Kashmir of his childhood has shrunken to the size of a
postage-stamp. The over-exposed memory turns his memory
into ‘a giant negative, black and white, still underdeveloped’

(Ibid). He turns to the mythical images of the snowman to

capture that elusive identity which is a haunting absence. In
the poem “Snowmen™ he says how his ancestors came from
Samarkhand with a bag of whale bones. He still travels with
generations of snow meh on his back: “They tap every year
on my window./ Their voices hushed to ice” (Ibid. p.8) In
this surreal vision Agha Shahid recognizes his own otherness
and homelessness. To recover his voice he has to speak from
within the marginal space of an exile. It is by going back to
- the cadences of Urdu that he retraces the collective memories
of his community. “In memory of Begum Akthar” uses
memory as a source and resource to map a layered view of
Kashmlr -

(Ghazal, the deéth-sustainmg widow,

~sobs in dingy archives, hooked to you.
she wears her grief, a moon-soaked white,
corners the sky into disbelief,

You’ve finally polished catastrophe,
The note you seasoned with decades
Of Ghalib, Mir, Faiz:
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I innovate on a noteless raga. (Agha Shahid Ali 1987: 23)

Itis significant that his memory is mediated by the aesthetic
form of ghazal and its classical heritage. In “Homage to Faiz
Ahmed Faiz”; he again invokes the ghazal as the form that
speaks the language of exile: :

Your lines were measured
So carefully to become in our veins

The blood of prisoners, In the free vefse
Of another language I imprisoned

Each line — but I touched my own exile. (Tbid. p.32)

In poem afler poem, the figure of the stranger appears in

various forms: the previous occupant of the apartment, the
riverside jogger, the ‘someone’ who lives in the house. The
interiors of the poems become haunted as the poet feels unable
to relate to a living community. :

The erisis in Kashmir was precipitated by the insensitivity
of the nation-state which abdicated its responsibility of
ensuring the people’s right to dignity and identity. When the
nation-state delegitimates the demand for identity, the
collective identity takes on an aggressive political role. T.K.
Ooimmen in his article mentioned earlier on new nationalisms

- and collective rights, observes:

But in the case of the new multicultural polities of
Africa and Asia, there is a shift of emphasis from
sequentiality to simultaneity. That is, the nations,
ethnicities and minorities in the federal polities of these
continents are increasingly insisting on equality and
identity simultancously (Stephen May etal 2004 131).

For ‘ethnies,” region and nation are contiguous. The
‘disengagement between culture and territory” (Ibid: 13)
Oommen talks about render both Jeém_ Arasanayagam and
Agha Shahid Ali as ‘public poets® speaking as members of
cthnic communities who voice concerns of a larger

collectivity. It will not make sense to read their poetry in a

strictly personal, individual context. The displacement they
have suffered cannot be accounted for in individual terms.
Agha Shahid reclaims a fragment of the inward-looking
Kashmiri society through his scattered memories which range
from those of Begum Aktar to saffron farmers.

 The poems in Aha Shahid’s The Country Without a Post-

Office employ the metaphors of mourning to come to terms
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witl the feanmia-nf dizplacement and loss in the wake of
Fashonir vivlence, Tl post-colonial state o Indiz bas beooms
haghbe wmitary and in-the provess, e margatal coltuces ave
hooame increasingly mvisible. Al documesnty Fashmir, its
pecgraphy. myths and rimals friom che fregments of his
memuries. This ‘region’ he construata i3 a sire of resistance
to the monehthic, unilary nalioi-stote, The fation-arate as a
gantre of power operades through codes that stewctly define
the bosndarics of allegiance politteally. Words like
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upl these sodes, Cor Tberal nationalistie dizecurse failed o
recommize the elhnie, lingoistic and regional identitics us
iopivmute cuterenes o temselves as it has begoma highly
crchuzivist and essentalist

AJieomnstitones hiz ethaiz if]r:ntit:l; ag a git of loss, buart. injucs
and demial. It feeds on wemories of cmbittered exiles and
apcilyplic epiphanies. The discoucse ol monming besoimes
the: dominunt way ol dealiog wille Jife aod its expericaces,
Wiz haee seen how puerms uboul L soowisan and the gipey
imvoke the other. Hees we may wlse recell Qe oo of his
garly poems, * Hurvdice™ from A Seowrafod i Mo of Anerico
{198 1 which astells the poth af Crphicus fiam e perspective
of Curvdive, I s =61 ina congentiation campr in Mazi Genmany
whiere acrippled Lucsedice linnps past “Towl-chabed dogs’® 1o
dizappoar in 2 sudden tunnel of mosland Gedight’. There 1
a aaggestinn ot homeicssness in thess portrails. Tn his
epinraph 1o the poem A fooinnm fo Histoe™ he writes:
“Gypsies ... voming originally from Iedia to Borope a
thowsond vears apo S Aoha Sliadad Al 2000: 237 In s
reforences tn Bogum Aktar snd the ¢lussical ndilion shie
stood for, we have anotker clue o the separate cullural
identiny of Kazhmir in the concluding lines of the poem, 1
Diream | A the Only Passcnger on Flight 493 w Srinagur™
we v see  deep sense of Tyt that izoat the cone of the
Kashmir crisis:

-~

He hotda my hand apocchicss o toll me |

Thase smashed golds iving pastthosc p::tl'iﬁr_'u:l
Fedsare autumn’s las crimsoned .apillagc

rushing with winzs dowen the mountsioside
or tlames clinging 1o 2 torched villuge (Thid: 205

Rogmy Are Never Finahed (20041 yzez 103530073 sacrifice
pl Kurbala and ils comenesporalien i Muluurin as o veolnal
metaphor.  Memoriahiziog is the poetic mode which Agha
Bhahid porfoets in his tfingl collections. Memory and
frratEning beceme inseparable hore Inowarking marterdomm

and memory inte the el stocirg of English gharal he
cxplnresthe possibilite of communily iy s exils wha cannot
retar 1o ks hameland. Karbala becumes Koashieir aogd
Talestine, Mother becomes hoth Zainah and Kushmir, The
puin bevimes pheesical and i everawhelming barden cun be
caplured onle in pestores, [e uses transtatinon a3 a verbal
geaoune of containing and comeuicaliog pain Thne of the
poeme hore iz a wanslation from Ghalib who saes: “Oeief
iuisbied me 3o/ azain and again it becume the pain that paiu
wrases.” (Ihid 467, Transiatinn i3 a moda thal his postcs
inlermnnlizes rivhe Goan the heginning. We have seen his
relerences e Depum Ak, Fhalib and Faiz Ahemed Faz in
his sarbier posms. 1L is Unpattant o know that hiz use of
ghazal torm also mvalves lrupslaton, Bajey Patke has
argied that there 2 2 hamalogy between lranslation and
peniprabivn wy lias poeney, He says:

The onavailshility of communion feith Gosth or coection
{with parcnt. comnumity, friend, bome or countny) is like
the im peasibindiog of full translulion. Reversed. i becumnes a
denfat afunivaciry, and thes & sanction for plurehtly of speech
a5 dislests, of poerew as wanslagion, of exile an migration,
amd eudll ws restiluion, {Patke 2006; 2341,

The necd 1o translate and the impnasihity to wchieve 11 2o
Loaether, Whils teanslating Faiz Ahmed Faiz he euches *his
uwn exile’ ny the [ree verse of English torhs his hand ‘tn
seome’, LA TORT: 320 Ths ellocts 1o dreosplood ghazal ino
English has tn bo seen in this context. The [eee verse of
Fiiglish was nnt free cnnegh to cmbody the larger pain of his
privale comest, Al 3as thar “aotfering is acldem, perhaps,
never privide, (ALLIDET: 320 [¢ i3 this aspect nf sufftring
whick 15 public ood privaiz at the sameting that hg iz ahle 1o
articubate throueh kis Bozlish ghazals,

Agha Shahid moved closer to the metropalitan poeli
disveurse ju e Jater parg of his carcer. Phr this is alzn the
Limme Jues experimesnts wilki the ehazal o in English, Here |
weoiddd hke o emphustze the Docl ibos use of ghazal farm
wreules adiglonmie spuee inhis goest foc ideotity deadisplaced
aatile. Traditinnully ghaval has spoken aboul e aonl desice,
[n thair easay an the Fnglish gharal, Chandrams Chattorj e
and Milund Malehe shon o the uaditiobal make gazs
inherent in G traditionel chazalis cedefined o the Ehaeals
nt tha American pretess, Phyllis Wihb, {Ramakishnan [
and Subha Dasgapta 2006: 1971 In Englizh ghazalz of Aghy
Sheatid Al b subiverds the Barna from within e imrcating
the foie with a collective voice, Hiz use of ghazal in thz
comtext of e metropelilo eaditoe of Americal paciry iz
Both an act o Fresislance and effimmolon. T irmeolves a barder-
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crossing that questions the assumptions behind such

- boundaries. He was opting out of the normative strategies
adopted by hegemonic discourses and majoritarian languages.
The ghazal as he reinvents it in English comes closer to the
idea of ‘minor’ literature as defined by Deleuze and Guattari
in their beok Kafka: Towards a Minor Literature (1986).
Minor literature contests the norms that constitute the

‘normative codes of the literary, It 1cnders the world and the
word p!'OVl‘?-EOI‘lal

What mattered in ghazal for Agha Shahid was its paradoxical
nature as reflected in its restraint and freedom, rigor and
release and reticence and eloquence, It could be both personal
“and political at the same time. It could talk of the divine and
the earthly love simultaneously. As he says in a smali note
- "on the ghazal form, the second linc of each couplet *delivers

on the suspense by amplifying, dramatizing, imploding,
exploding.” (Agha Shahid Ali 2004: 19). Ghazal gets

deterriotarialized as it moves out of its context. In its English

version, it embodies the voice of an exile who cannot identify |

with any of the given identities constructed by hegemonic
structures of power. Writing of Kafka’s use of Prague
German, Deleuze and Guattari comments:

He will tear out of Prague German all the qualities of

- underdevelopment that it has tried to hide ... ... He
will turn syntax into a cry that will embrace the rigid
syntax of this dried up German. He will push it toward
a deterritorialization that will no longer be saved by
culture or myth, that will be an absolute -
deterritorialization, even if it is slow, sticky
coagulated. To bring language slowly and
progressively to the desert. To use syntax in order to -
cry, to give a syntax to Lhe cry. (Deleuze and Guattari
1986: 26).

This corresponds to what Agha Shahid Ali does in his English
- ghazals. He is able to find the syntax of a cry. His ghazals
are *in-formed’ by his lamentations for the loss of his mother,
his home, community and Kashmir. Ghazal allows him to
find a midway home, an in-between space between the

shadowlines created by nation-states and his own present

location. It renders the borders porous making it easy for the
“exile to be in and out, to be at home in his homelessness. He
creates a ‘minor’ language within the major:tanan language
of Eglish by eschewing its affiliations and normalative

cosmologies. This also enables him to release the bodies that |

are mapped into objects by the nation-state. We may
remember here that English is the associate national language
of India. It is the nation-state’s prwﬂege o mterpellate an
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individual as citizen, refugee or outsider. The ‘minor’

language neutralizes this power by transforming itself through
the deterritorialized collective voice which is detached from

_aunified subject or body. Thus, the English ghazal becomes

the speech of a person who has lost his speech. In “Arabic”
Agha Shahid Ali says: “The only language of loss left in the
world is Arabic.” (Ibid.24). In another couplet in the same
poem he addresses Amichai and says: “I too Amichai saw
the dresses of beautiful women./ And everything else, just
like you, in Death, Hebrew and Arabic.” (Ibid. 25). The poem

-ends with the lines: “They ask me totell them what Shahid .

means---/ Listen: it means “The Beloved” in Persian,

“witness” in Arabic.” (Ibid 25). This is the paradox of which

the ghazal becomes emblematic of: of belonging and not
belonging, of defying prescribed affiliations and loyalties.
He says this with clarity in the ghazal, “Land”: “If home is
found on both sides of the globe,/ home is of course here ---

‘and of course a missed land.” (1bid. 50). It is the geography

of this missed land that hm ghazals map wnth great verbai
precision,

To conclude, both Jean Arasanay‘agaln and Agha Shahid Ali
refuse to endorse the terms and conditions set out by the

 nation-state to secure a sense of belonging. Arasanayagam

has lived in Sri Lanka, but as a witness to the tragic divisiois
thal has extracted a heavy human cost, she documents the
violence inherent in all discourses of identity. Both remain -
exiles, acutely aware of the traumatic consequences of

essentializing one’s sense of identity. They take their ethnicity

as a matler of fact and refuse to celebrate it. As they stand
witness to the tragic divisions in their societies in their :
scparate ways, their poetry qucstmns and affirms, even as it
contests and consoles.
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THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2008 — Part 2

' Judy Waters Pasqualge

This article is the second in a series that began in the last
issue of Polity (March-April 2008). The first article mainly
focused on the primaries held up to and including the one in
Wyoming on 8§ March; with John McCain already the
Republican Party (RP) nominee, Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton were neck-and-neck in the race to win nomination
as the Democratic Party (DP) candidate. The remaining
primaries, up until 3 June, will be dealt with first, with in
addition a brief look at three special elections held to fill
vacant seats in the US House of Representatives, and at a
significant example of political hardball — the RP role in the
resignation of Mew York State Governor Eliot Spitzer. By
early March it was clear that neither Obama nor Clinton
would obtain the number of delegates required to win
. nomination by early June; rather, the choice of DP

superdelegates would be crucial. A look at the superdelegate
~ system may clear up a few common questions. With Clinton
facing a challenge her campaign did not expect, more details
will then be given on the (smear) tactics used in the attempt
to stop Obama, and on more gencral views regarding her
campaign. Some of the reactions in the feminist movement
are included. Following this is a run-down of the key politico
and/or superdelegate endorsements and/or switches that led
to Obama's win on 7 June. Finally, a brief Iook at the McCain
campaign will be given.

The Primaries

fter Obama's win in the Wyo'ming primary, the

candidates’ estimated delegate counts showed (with
2,026 needed for nomination): Obama 1,368; Clinton 1,226.
Of the 796 DP superdelegates, about 450 had declared their
choice: Obama 210; Clinton 242! :

Mississippi (11 March): with blacks constituting half of
voters, and many whites voting Republican, a heavy black
turnout could mean a DP win in November. Obama (61%),
Clinton (37%); Obama won 90% of blacks, Clinton 72% of
whites.” See below for events in the six primary-free weeks
before Pennsylvania.
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Pennsylvania (22 April): most delegates among remaining
states (188) and an expected Clinton win; significant
populations (blacks 10.7%,Hispanics 4%, in household of
union member 15%); many lower-income, white arcas; big
urban areas (Philadelphia, Harrisburg); Clinton (55%),
Obama (45%). Clinton strong with union, lower income,
without college, seniors, white women, Catholics; Obama

in cities, independents, youth.?

Guam (3 May): Of 4,521 voters, Obama won 7 more than
Clinton,

Indiana, North Carolina (6 May): polls showing heavy
Clinton win in Indiana and closing fast in North Carolina
were wrong. Indiana: 80% of voters white, economy by far
the #1 issue; Clinton (50.5%), Obama (49.5%). North
Carolina; 1/3 of voters black, many whites for RP; Obama
{56%), Clinton (41%).* :

West Virginia (13 May): 95% non-Hispanic white, lower
average income and education levels, no big urban area:
Clinton (67%), Obama (26%).°

Kentucky, Oregon (20 May): expected results. Kentucky:
7.5% black, 2/3 without college; Clinton (66%), Obama

(30%). Oregon: more liberal, + college grads, higher income;

Obama (58%), Clinton (41%).°
Puerto Rico (1 June); Clinton (68%), Obama (32%).

Montana, South Daketa (3 June): both about 8% Native
American. Montana: Obama (56%), Clinton (41%). South
Dakota: Clinton (55%), Obama (45%). White vote; Obama
won men in Montana, split it in South Dakota; Clinton won
womien in South Dakota, split in Montana.”

Special House Elections

With the DP controlling the House, the special elections in
linois, Louisiana and Mississippi —to fill formerly RP-held
seats — were widely seen as important indicators of R appeal;
all three scats are up for election again in November. On 8
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Murcht vaters in the Hlinois 14th Distrier elected Dewacrd
Hill kosrer {32-48%0). The disteicl hal been held by fommer
Tivuse Speaker Dennis Hustertdrestirmned in Movember 2007 ),
and Bush won it with 53% m 20 . Big izsues weerg the [rag
warand the ceonomey, {hama cndarsed Foster; cnpanent Jin
L Iboreesis portraved Fostor azan Cihama supporier an favour
of higher taxes, Fosikr won 1o Linstent's own vounly {617%
Jor Bush to 20047, O 3 Blay Demoenet Don Ceeayous beat
Wondy lenking for a Looisiana scat held by Hepoblicans sinac
1974 (AN-10827 Thc RF again stroezsed the Crhama conneerinn,
with che T a3 pro=big zovernment and higher tases, Eimadly
e 13 M Mississippi ield an election o LR the seat of
Boper Wilker (BT nove 1o Senwte Ol seal of Trent Lol
who resiemed in Decernber 2007, Wilker had won the House
soat i 2H with Gf%; consoivative [ candidate Travis
Childers woen 34-46%, The balance in the LIS [Iouse:
Dienmncrals 236-199.4

Che Fall af Elior Spier

In ey March Mew York Govcrnor and frmer stane allociey
genoral ELor Spirzer was [orced o e when pews of ks
iigd 10 o YIF prostilution ring ceme W light. Apperently Spitzcr
Biud puid for =uch services by wire trunsfer, with the federal
ceovernment thew investigating. 1t waz soon disacva red that
in 2006 Wayne Herman (a Inhbnisy and MeCain sampaigi
natinnal tinance co-chair) had swharized & 32,2 willion
invesrigaticn, paid for by a grovp that weluded farpets of
aputzer when he was alloconey peneral. Republicun upﬂ::r:-:uli:-.'u
Foper Stwne pussed the infommution on to the FBRY. Stonc
and Bermun are former partners in the comsulting fiem Black,
Manafnrt, Stonc & Kol b, among whase ¢liefifs were
Ferdmand hMargos, Jonas Savimbi, LIS Sugae, Thitlip Mocrs
ared Dronald Tromp.”

Whyv Superdelepates?
A g omaationed i the previous aclicle. the DP
supeideleaates, wlu are ree fo vole for uny candidate.
e electad oilicials a1 pationol wnd slale levels, meembers of
e Demugratic Mational Committes {03 C), and cortain pamy
kiph-ups such ax former prosidents: ote. The reader shovkd
tum tn thogroenpapers, conm fof detalled Information on muny
aspoets of state and satonal eleclorol sysiems" [Emuy be
Iiard 10 believe. bul forly vears epo moest states did ant hold
purly primunecs, and convention delegetes wore chasen b
stute influentials within cach pamy. “Ihe 1968 Nomoctatic
Caonvention in Chicaga iz Tamaons for the accormpany g strest
demonsorations nd palice copfrontations, especially arauul

|

b tssue ol the Yietnar War, Inside ghe convention hall, it
vess clear that many state delepations did sod rellecy public
cpinian, ol pasial biedkdowns especiully blucks o the
Soufin The DT possed rules Lo wurk for u more participatiory
systen, leading 1o the MoGovern-EFraser reforms m 1992,
These reforms intodiced proporlivnul representation: snd
eore primmaciey; by 1076, 30 states held primarica. In 19810
the LF added &r delogates lncal party loaders and eloctod
offiziaiz, if they would commit tn & candidate during the
primary scason, Thatvear, the process worked 1o fenaminarg
Jitgwry Cacler even thoueh U party platlocm eslecied 1he
coeuich toare Tabera] wiews ol e Ted Rennedy Geten. Toc
954 the DP wdedesd iovernors, senetors, conaressmen, DRNC
memhbers and parte lcaders, as froe agents, making up abont
2% of delegates, At that veac's coovenlion, {he
superdelesaies roed the nunioation o Waller Mondale,
wver Gacy Hart, even thouh Hart had won more primarics.
In the next election vears, pne candidate had cnongh ot &
lead to win without superdelogames (198K Dukakis, 199206

- Clinton, 2000 Garc, 2004 Korry), As noted by one

commimentatar, the supeidelegate issue is vomplea, will
individuals operaing L o variety ol reasons: wht s poed
Lor Use delerute, or for the state, for o congressional districe,
for the L, far a Movembaer win, coe!! Cie thing for sung, in
2004 the superdelcgates were in a tongh position in the ¢hoice
botween Uhingon aid Qbama, and their conosclivne aod
actions werd mobitered as dever belury: ancuvoily
dizappesred, ul, inthe Goe of Obama's muny wins, a vole
for porty fvounte Clinton vuuld have drastic consequences
(et below). 1t would bo nocossany for Clinton to somehos
shone deoisively why she deserved the pombnale, wad oy
she did.

The Fizht Against Obama

noan artizle worth reading, Aci Berman pives some

gk eronied vi b cunpaisps Lo smear Burack Otbema. ™
Obiwa's iapes vs being v Muslim, Arab loving, Isracl
fatine, sudical, not painetic, and 2 ton! of Lonis Farrakhan
deyveluped over o porind of time, sometines odginating on
ths far ight and then heing pizked np e more ainsleean
media and the Clinen campaien. The Muslim label, Tor
exanm e, wins staried in 2006 by 8 consemvative blogger, and
wits picked up by the Harhingrox Times and the Christian
righl. Uhe anti-lstact image was promored by Bd Lasky ac
amaricanthinkeroam, was picked np b the Jewish press,
and then cirenlarcd b Clinton campaipn rosiobecs, wod then
made it 1o Maticnal Public Radio and S New Yok Times.
The chacacterization of e charch

-
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Obama attended as 'black supremacist' made its way from
the right-wing WorldNetDaily to Fox TV. Bill Clinton added
‘his word regarding Obama's patriotism, commenting in
‘March that a Clinton/McCain contest would be between two
~people who loved their country.”® The Clinton campaign's
distribution of far-right materials says more about her than
anyone else; and, indeed, of interest during this campaign
has been the support for Clinton by such people as Patrick
Buchanan (of the National Review and Bosion Heraldy and
Richard Mellon Scaife (Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, who also
gives to the (Bill) Clinton Global Initiative).'*

As Obama added up primary wins in early 2008, atiackers

then tried to tarnish him twice via guilt by association, and

once via a charge of being uppity. In March all the news was

of the pastor at Obama's Chicago church, Jeremiah Wright.

Wright was on tape as criticizing the US for treatment of its
minorities, and for saying after 9.11 that the 'chickens had
come home to roost.! Wright, in the Congregational Church
tradition, and in the tradition of black liberation theology,

- was forced to resign as an advisor to the Obama campaign. -

A few days later Obama delivered a long speech in
Philadelphia on race.'”” Obama was also tied to the illegal
- '60s group, the Weather Underground. Former group

members Bill Ayers and Bernadine Dorn, now Chicago
~activists, for a time served on the board of the Woods Fund
in Chicago, as did Obama.'® Finally, in April Obama made a
- comment that the working class in the US was bitter because
of cconomic circuinstances, and thus clung to guns and
religion, and could be anti-immigrant. Clinton jumped on
the comment to label Obama as elitist and divisive,””
~ unfortunately a characterization that was also true of herself.
All these issues were the main topic of the televised Clinton/
-Obama debate six days before the Pennsylvania primary, for
‘which network ABC was much criticized.'®

As seen in the previous article, early in the year the Clinton

- campaign also played the race card continually. Another
~example of this occurred in mid-March, when Geraldine |
- Ferraro (former House member from New York, 1984 vice-

presidential candidate, and on Clinton's finance committee)
stated that if Obama were white or 2 woman, he would not
be in his dominant position. Ferraro was forced to resign,
and Clinton repudiated her remarks and apoiogiied to blacks.
- Ferraro then said she had been attacked because she was

o white, that she was a victim. In a good article by Gary Younge,
- it is noted that the label of Obama as privileged belies his

primary wins in white states. Younge calls Ferraro's remarks
-racist, in the same vein as attacks on affirmative action — the
- insinuation that blacks succeed cnly because they are black.
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He finally notes that Ferraro said the same thing about Jesse
Jackson during his campaign run in 1988, just before the
New York primary: 'if Jackson was not black he wouldn't be
in the race."” In another article, Phil Gasper notes some of
the history of use of words and issues that connote racist
attacks: law and order (by Nixon); campaigns against Martin
Luther King day and for the display of the confederate flag;
criticism of welfare programmes and forced bussing; Bill
Clinton's criticism of Sister Souljah in 1992 (vs. Jesse

- Jackson), and in 1996 against welfare programmes. Finally,
. Gasper describes the double standards facing blacks: activism

by whites is positive, but negative if by blacks; whites are

assertive, but blacks aggressive; they are resolute while blacks :
- are arrogant, uppity or pushy; candid while blacks are

abrasive; and independent while blacks are not team
players.®

As the Clinton éam_paign lost its edge over Obama, it
increasingly turned to a claim that Clinton had a better chance

to beat McCain — the electability issue — until that was really

the only issue left to it.>’ Obama being part black was an
aspect of this, with his also being too liberal and weak on -
national security. Obama supposedly had a problem with the
working class (the 'Reagan Democrats), who, it was claimed,

would vote for McCain against Obama. As noted by Jonathan
Allen, while this may be frue regarding some voters, the claim
is actually a smear on low income people, and there are many
districts that will turn Democratic if the black turnout is
high.* Bob Herbert wrote that when Clinton said she was
favoured by 'hard-working' Americans, she meant white

- Americans — an insult fo both blacks and whites.” It was

also claimed that Obama would have a problem with Jewish
voters. As noted by Ari Berman, however, the supposed black/

Jewish 'divide' is the 'wrong' story: Jews are liberal (2-1), :
although many of their big organizations are not; polls show
some 60% as being against McCain; they arc 4-1 Democrat;

{ 2/3 think it was wrong to invade Iraq; about 60% oppose

aCtIOH againstIran; and a majonty arc for a Palestinian state.™

=dn the end Clinton as candidate may have bccn mirrored i in

the type ofcampalgn she ran. Coming in as the DP favourite,
her campaign was over-confident; as Bob Benenson puts it,

it aimed to "shock-and-awe" by winning early and taking .

big-delegate states; the race was hers to lose, and she did.®
Her campaign machine was marked by infighting and =
resignations — in April of campaign strategist Mark Penn

(after meeting with Colombian government officials in

connection with his PR firm's work in support of their seeking
a free trade agreement with the US); and of an advisor on
China affairs, Richard Baum of UCLA, who criticized
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£ Hinton's harsh helorie regard ing human eiglits in Clii aad
iy stromg cwnreney, and tor ponitive ede sanctions.™ In
addition, the sampaian poined o repulation for poming off
paying its hille' Tinully, Chnton's campaign has heen
caartiisded 1o Ohoma's. which one connmentaior Las 2aid
st stered the nomination procoss using carctit planing and
areul nstarch of congressional districrs And, Chicwa won
the nomination withant Clara's decitives beiwe rehashed
mnch at 2kl e poasible perjurs fn.an Arkunaus savings and
Boany gise (Wlilewalery her history of lving, tor cxample
regarding her top b Bosaia; and her attiliaticn with a
comieTyative and clitist Washingron religious [ellowsliop 27

In mid-Aay, as the pristacy season oeaced il end, Clintm
fieat caized the wsue ul the sexiem she'd encountcred doring
the campaign, Some women sapporters denouneed
vhawvinistic. P leaders and che mcdia, A stdy of meedia
trealment will surely showe appailing reteraess 1 Clhinlon,
IL s streteh, howeever, o clalm, a8 does Geraldine Termrw,
thal Ohama waged a sewist campaizai; wod o boge Tullucy te
claim, as is being dene. gl seadsm is worse than racism;
Forraeg haz even sladed thal she may vooe for Metaim An
cpposin g wolee i that of Harverd tawe profissor, Land Golss,
who thinks Clinton was never just a victim ol geuder, amd,
indeed, has henetited by heing the wile of Dill Chalen.
Another dissenter iz Barhara Elirenreich, whoo wroie thut
Clinton has "smashed the myih of iwoale Temule moral
EUNCrIoriTy in e wors, wise pessible — by demonstrating
female sooral paleriority. "™ In the end, the senze of
eafitlemenl — 1o the presidency imself — demonstrated by
Chinton and some "inzide-the-helwery” (Washinaton) leaders
nf women's organizations has besn oo full display, raizing
douiis abant sctual elyeclives.

Superdelegate Politics

he seramhle of dhe superdelepaies hus been something

to zee, iKustrating soase ul the power blocks inthe 1DE
e enncerns wieng real; fow would blacks and vourh reace
it the conlest was Llled W Clinten — wonld fower voie o
Moveanber? YWould ‘the long contcst svithin the DF, even
puzsthly continuing uneil the conveation in Ausush work tn
U wihvantape of MoCainT The consequences could aut Bath
ways: if Clinton Jestroved the imape of {bama, Mollain
conll Penedli; oo the olher bhund. Obama now has on-1le-
gronngd crpaniealions inevery state, ready for the Barile with
MeCain, In Mucch the possibility oF =n Obam asChinten ticket
wits riised. by former threc-term Mew Yok Stale Sovernor
Murio Cooma, and, irenjcally, by Bill Clindon, o (Obama
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i the wicc-presidential neminge): one could only wumler
witat.gualitied CIopins oo be vive-president but tol president.
AL any e Dbt has svllen the nod, und hor's how
Iapp=ned, o roush chronolomeal order,

Murchy Towse Speaker Maney: Pelosi (the [P crmvecating
chewiry sund the party would be damaged itthe popnlae vore
fur Crhama was averturacd, Mew Mexico Goverioe Bill
Richardeen {thrmer eandidate) said thil Clinton should drup
eit if she trailed in the populer and delerate vote.
Peomsvlvania Rep. Murha sndorzed Clinton, Scnator Casey
(Pennsy beunia) endorsed Cdhama; Scnatar 1 eahy §Vermonn)
suid Clinton shontd withdeaw, Seaator Klebuchar
(Minnesnta] endorsad Obamwa. but sad Chinten should
eatitinge Al Dweend olibe month such purty leaders as Leshy,
Dean (DNE chuir), and Scnatc Majority Leader Reid
(Pevuda) were disoussing how o resolve the e eacly,
Dwenty DF financices wha suppoited Clioton ceilicieed
Peelnai, saving that superdelesites could chunge their minds
at the convention, Moveon.ony siurled o petition callimg on
the supardelesales to fullow the popular vote. The open-
sonve superdelmmate Transparency Projecr tracked each
deleale o line.

April: Jimmy Carer said tiat bis whole family suppors
idbama. Janc Fonda Tor Oksunin The sovernor of Monmna
and a tormer Moot senador lur Obama. Core and Carter
eai 10 be conlecring on how Ly end the Clintan man. Cihaing
gatined n hienlena state legizlatar. At a concert in Mew York.
EMon tahn ondorsed Clintoa, A Califorim representadve for
Clintom, Bires B privasien endonssd Obama, An Indiana rep

=~ and fwe Martly Cacoling reps for Chama, A T30 copad ki

for Obama, Roebert Reich (seorcrary of Taboe voder Bill
Clinton) for Ohuma. Former Scnatars Sam Mo {Geuneia,
chutr of Armed Serviecs Comumittee E287-25% and David
Horen {Cklahoma, fongest cliaic of Selecl Committce on
Intetligonee) for Oama. That broughi the batgle up 1o the
Pennsyteanig promocy on 22 Aprit After this: Rep, Clybs
raanth Carobie, #3 Democrat in Houszeh criiicized Bill
Clinton. Oklahoma Giovernor Henry and @ Nebrisba DNC
member for (hamz, Bep, W (Orepon for Obama. Twa Ohic
reps and one fion Tewsessee for Chinton. Marth Careling
timeermor Basley Tur Clintun. New Mexice Senane Bingarnan
Tod Dihssecnie Am Arizena DE official S Obama, and oo rom
vew Tlinnpshire for Clinton. Rep, Brads: (Tenoesy ania) for
Dbaumit, Three teps (Indiana, lowa, Calilomin) for Obama,
Clieton paimed Pennsyivamia AR O affeeial, wnd DF v ice-
chair of Puerta Rico.
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- May: Former DNC chair and Al Gore ally Andrew switched
to Obama. Missouri Rep. Skelton for Clinton. After the
Indiana and North Carolina primaries, George McGovern
endersed Obama and called on Clinton to withdraw. Rep.s
Miller (North Carolina) and Larsen (Washington) for Obama.
Obama to Capitol Hill; of the 260+ undecided superdelegates,

+ were in Congress. Obama gained nine, including: Rep.s

Payne (New Jersey), DeFazio (Oregon), Hirono (Hawaii),
two California DNC members, a South Carolina DP official,
and one each from New Mexico and Virginia. Clinton gained

Rep. Carney (Pennsylvania). American Federation of

Government Employees for Obama. John Edwards said he
voted for Obama in North Carclina. Obama gained one each
rom Utah and Ohio, two from the Virgin Islands, and Rep.
Mitchell (Arizona). Obama passed Clinton in superdelegate
tally. Former DNC chair Romer for Obama. Six Edwards'
delegates for Obama. Rep.s McDermott (Washington),
Waxman and Berman (California), and Communications
Workers of America president for Obama. United

Steelworkers Union switched from Edwards to Obama. Ina |

Washington Post op-ed, former DNC chair Robert Strauss
endorsed Obama and called on Clinton to concede.* Senator
Byrd (West Virginia, Jongest-serving senator) for Obama.
After the Kentucky and Oregon primaries, tally at: Obama
1.961; Ciinton 1,779. Rep. Cardoza (California) for Obama.
Hawaii DP chair and former Alaska governor Knowles for
Obama. Clinton referenced the 1968 assassination of Robert
Kennedy with regard to her decision to stay in the race; amid
an uproar she apologized. Clinton wrote letter to all
- superdelegates, pointing to West Virginia and Kentucky wins,
and saying she is the best prepared and ahead in states key to
~a November win.* Obama gained Rep. Mollohan (West
Virginia) and Texas DP chair Richie. On 31 May the DP Rules
~and Bylaws Committee agreed to seat + of Michigan and
Florida delegates (states earlier disqualified for breaking DP
rules); total delegates required increased to 2,118; Obama
2,052, Clinton 1,877.5. Clinton adyisor and Rules Commiittee
member Harold Ickes said Clinton can take issue to
Credentials Committee at the DP convention.™

. June: The press publicized supportt for Obama by John F. .

Kennedy speech writer Ted Sorenson. After the 3 June
primaries, Obama reached required total; Clinton refused to
concede. Jimmy Carter endorsed Obama, Rep. Clyburn (most
senior black in House) for Obama. Sixty superdelegates to
Obama; Clinton lost three. Tally: Obama 2,156.5; Clinton
1,933. Nancy Pelosi said Obama has won. Clinton supporter
Rep. Rangle (New York) signaled Clinton to withdraw; the
next day the whole New York House delegation for Obama.
DP leaders set a 6 June deadline for undecideds. Rep.
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Emanuel (Illinois) switched to Obama. Eight senators
- switched to Obama in a group: Boxer (California), Cardin

(Maryland), Harkin (Iowa), one each from Delaware,
Louisiana, New Jersey, Colorado and Oregon. On 7 June
Clinton conceded.** Three hundred of her superdelegates
endorsed Obama. On 16 June Al Gore appeared with Obama..

MeCain on the Trail
Having clinched the RP nomination early, McCain had a
potential head start in the next stage of the presidential
campaign — to consolidate support among RP factions, get
the RP machine fully running (including funding), and set in
place the critigue of Obama. In March he tried to demonstrate
his international credentials with a trip to Iraq, Israel, France
and the UK. He was endorsed by Nancy Reagan and gawe ar
initial view of his economic plan.

As the months passed criticism of his campaign grew. It has
been described as 'unorthodox,’ with a decentralized
command siructure of ten regional managers who control
scheduling and use of media. In an attempt to lessen
expenditures, McCain relies heavily on personnel from ihe
Republican National Committee, and makes great use of free
media via town meetings. There have been critiques that
McCain has been slow to organize on the ground level, that -
his campaign is in disorder, that he wasted his early time -
advantage, and that his personnel too heavily come from the
lobbying sector. Two aides had to quit when it eame to light
that their PR firm (the DCI Group) had reprcsented
Myanmar.*®

- McCain, like Hillary Clinton, has soughtto shape his image

via a contrast with Obama. McCain argues that he is the one
for change —meaning practicing bipartisanship, while Obama

- is a DP operative and a cog in the Chicago DP machine; that

he is a maverick vis-a-vis the RP of George Bush; that Obama

s too nexperienced to be the commander-in-chief — Obama
_ isyoung, weak on national security and a conventional liberal.

Another theme is that Obama is 'un-American' with regard
to his religious views, patriotism and even 'citizenship' (i.e.,
relatives from other countries). On top of these, Obama is

_said to be supported by Hamas, Fidel Castro and

Amedinajad.*

So far, many of the McCain 'negatives' have been kept out of
sight, by Obama and the mainstream media, but 2 word on
some of what is out there is worthwhile. McCain has done a
lot over the years to try to portray himself as uninfluenced
by lobbyists. This was especially necessary after he was one
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nt TG senatnds in the 19805 o be eeprinmamded b e Senais
Etues Compities lor wkans ceniribbbiong rom Churfes
Keutmype, wsavines und Joun bank executive who soueht
favours from reputarors wehen thet indwstry went bust.” Meore
rewently, Melain accepred money from the (KO of Paxeon
Communications, and wrote |ctters of support 1o that
indnster's repulator, the Foderal Communicarionz
Commission ** MoCain, ve Db aind Clasto, s bis owis
‘mastor problem. Bev, Rod Parslev whom MeCain hes cullsd
a "apiritual guide,” nna a megachurch in Crhioand i3 hoavily
imvodved in palitics; Tie ins aid thar the LS bas 8 mission ta
desiray Islim, aodd e s overiolic agamst Mosluns o he
TEIY In Moy MeCues bad Lo peyec L i endorsemenl of Key,
Joba Uageee of Texny: The an-Roslm Placee hos sand thol
Hitler was doing Siod's- wirk with repard o the haolocawst
(as the Jows then had oo sce up Esracly, chat the Cathalic
Cohureh iz & whore, and dias the LIS should weage nuclear war
against bran® Oeher jssues inchide MeCain's shoddy
freatment of his firstwifs and bis repatation for emg his
femiper i a big was®

MoCuin's higgest problom, hoeever, refleets the lanser
proficma afthe RF and his relationship with & With Goorge
Fish s caor of Favaur, tothe gerent thar he cannct campaign
with BF candidates. aod his esonamisand fieian policies
wsides such artack, MoCain's maverick status is quickly
wan iy, MeCau holds énsalac wisws v Inog; the evonemy,
subprime mortmee soundal, und qualifivations for Supreme
Crot nnminces. He has hacked off af carlizr maverick
nnsitiens o the sl soos aod intoiaratsn Wil o coleris
ol te-con pdvisors, MeCain advocates e fommulion of new
internutional imstitutions. o bypase the LN he is for a new
Legaue of Demoecracies and an expanded NATCL the
"rollhaek! of 'rngie’ states by envor means; and i3 very anti-
Fuszia, His coanamic wigw of 'ler the mankst bandle it is
gpitoamized by the appointient of former Texas Sanator Phil
Ciamus oy compaien co-chiade, Graomon wnd MeCuln wers
tistoumental 1o the passure of legislolion n 1999 Lo
Werepulale’ the bunking indwstry, L, overtorm the Mew 1xzal-
et separilion of bunks snd brokerazse fimms — wimesscd today
Iy hank cxposute to the subprime and general eredit crisis,
An additional problem for the RIF ecmres with the slift armong
wontpel evaeelical s/ Christiau viehd Toorn g fovus on socil
it ez lo evonomis ones.” Tnown erhicle mo The Moon, Hyal
Priws hais described e BF dilemma: aftcr cight yoars nf BF
‘pro-family' and'enti-govemnient {oxcept in snme scelne)
pokizies, the roenfte arc spparcit: [rag, hausing origis, caony
capitalizm, fiscal recklessiess, modinpeisnce (Tlurricane
Kalrioa). wil-timeTagh megualily, B practice has shown ihe
need Jar-govornmoent ivolvement in dealing with some

probdenes . The cheterie ol slabalivy ol wadiaial vadues i3
in soninudiction with the resulis of unletered ceprializm
thi BF i nut of touch with its ovwn base ™

Al im sl the noxt Your omths should prove very intemesbine.
Lip noxt arc the party somvontions: 137 25-Z8 August, HF 1-
| Beprombern Those will show the parhy plattomiz, and the
vice-presidential nomigees, Then the heavy campaigning
beenns, T would seem thal this vear il 5 the Democrals” ciee
tn Inac— and the pamy is ot meapahie of repeatimge the Clinton
perfarmance. As Ohania ccms ta he calinly proccoding o
the ‘genteg’ (o dight, depending on detinitiony;, Ma(ainscoms
b ke wenlkinge g Gabiteupe, Doe thing 15 -clearn an Dbhama win
i evermber will keep spice open lor progressives and e
Lotz 1P MoCam wins, things could et even more searvIn
this regard, the noxt article will look at the (Ohama amd
Wi Tain advigors, It will alsaostat 1 ook ar the sicstion
eegarding cotgressional and state mees — given the current
L5 recession, and Trands m bopsimp, coedit, pod o1l sod ollee
cenenod iy prices, e ouleomes thene will be crucial,
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Fiis Iy the fexd of the preseatalion made by Seacka Boniderargyake at the launch of lis book,
Aock and Walf Faimiings of Sei Lok

ROCK AND WALL PAINTINGS

Senake Bandaranuyale

A book Dike by boalwies wocudleciive elTorl amd Flave by
ackonawledocd all the inputs to the olixinal publication. a5 well
o b B e “ATarwned’s Tl s 12 an noeasian i oreembsd
e iz the leamn bl heiped b pul e buck feasihier in e
Pt Thinks wre due to Wicoar Walatasa, b Deree eaecler,
whir vy Lhe oripinacar of the projaet sidihe mowing zpicis behind
we maak, deresiinad Kok 1o guality procoction; Gamiai
Tavasing b, whuse pholoecophs liomed the basis thet made suen
abook peasitzle: Protl Albere hanmasisi, whe speel neirle three
manths or ek i g over g evernes, desipnine sack and
aviery puges ably assizled by Mr. Gamini fevantha Mondis: Banacl
Ponsekis, whose rescarch and aditosial coaibiziion was of suck
an order that Toffered har peenulnership, duly relusesd; 3es X alini
Wickieropeioghe umd ML, 1O Abeysckara, from fhe piblishier
Board of [Zircetors, wha wore amongs] the iniliatoce of the idea
and who were pitlieol suvocites of the olerance of the athor's
iailuce ta meoco deadlines: and (fe Lever Cultural
ConservationTrusl, who commiszioned Gamini Javasinghe's
photeeducimentulion of the murals. (OF cnuess thas ware many
eiiers. o long list, who are duly acknowiedual in lhe bookl)

‘The Beginnings e Ari Ulistariea! Studics in Sri Lanka

hiiz b5 &1 o opposlueily e rscall thoss pionsers who hicgan

arl hizlorical studies of 5ri Lankan painsing. Tn [R5 1TC P
Bellarae whar is probahly the S piece ol moderman bistaricul
writing 0a 50 Lankan painding - his detailed desesi ptice of the
Sigirivs wupzures. Abper pwelve woars later Ananda
Coomaraswamy published bis chaprer o painiiog in Adediaera!
Simhalesa Ari, bringtng infe feus the Lats Peviod nurals.

Taczzand other writings of Bell aod Cooramswamy ero almnsr
the unle work on the subject we have from e Tes Tall ol The
2 century. There a fow cdber things; anarlicle by the fmous
Austriat &t histoeing, Selly Krumrisch, on the Kelaniva morals
in 1925 Senarar Parznevitana's node on the Dimbulupgals
“frosenes’ o [935; @ (ew colour plates and chaoevations Ty

Aemjamin Towlard inhis [958 allyen The Bl Poisseor of g
Censral Asizand Lewionn pholowaphs by Lionel Yooz s shoir
ammicls nf tan in the Maeever and Thaey cf Oelisr annials,
srunieed b Wesdl — Do bl ooty very dillle lszl

1950 % and Oz

he 1250 aad S0w mack e reul bepimnings of mors focussed

urt historical rescarch and waising —dormingted = o)
| sheaald z35 - D (liree pecsois: Benact Facaoavilams, L TP
Nlanjusrs and Birl Gunisinghe. Furanavitang wroce s Sk asticls
o the Sigirive paintngs i 1947 - 1le beginnings of 4 ogw
intcrpretacan of Siginya il In ke same year Kandedzva
WWijeselom completed hiz PO an Fuarly Siafedon: Painting i
the Calewtra Mitiveraly (ullizoalely pubhshed in 19350, In 1950
Patrugawituna pudlished Saavd-d g o G King Dosed n his
interprematinn of the svmizolic meaniar of the paintings.
Peranaviluoe und W iesekars contined thenselves o early
prilnling.

1957 saw TR A Dlanapela’s small populic puide The Stary of
Sehalore Ppineine and wleo the g UNESCO albam odited he
Furanawitena avd Archor, Cevlon: Painfinan froor Temzie Shrfne
afcd Bock Tie second sdition of Coomarassemy™s o ps)
Sindalese drewes published in 1956 making 5 rare bock readily
gvailable, while a Sinkeals tminslaCue appesred i 002,

PAurjesri who has srarred Lis stiedies ol vopies o the murels in
the 19302 and 4z, wrols o seres ot articles on the Late Pericd
pui.tlinga in the fiigly Dondadeeorand e Sifmeien I_|:|rr_:-|.'_l=r,]:| the
S50 In 1950 S Gz inglie wiute a ke anicle on "Kendvan
pAiatiege’ i Madph Pleris s depeces g Sindods e Maltors, Tollowes
in the 149602 by 2 accics nf articles in the Kol Sonoeramar SiT
Cunasinghe’s work in the L9690z culmingtsd in tha prhlicaticn
[rrty weacs luber) of hiz impontant arielo in Spvda el o
1978, “Puddhis: Faintings a0 e ol eoduriog simplicity,” and
T usesin publizalion of his Ay A5 of Poinfing, in 1920,
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" Two foreign scholars also contributed their views: W G Archer
(from the Victoria and Albert Museum) who with Paranavitana
 edited the big UNESCO album, and Philip Rawson (from the
Ashmoléan Museum in Oxford), who made penetrating
observations on the Si gmya paintings in his book Indian Painting
in1961.In1962 Ra_la de Silva completed his doctoral dissertation
at Oxford: The Evolution of the Technigue of Sinhalese Wall
Painting; a Study Employing Museum Laborarory Techniques

A Tlist of publications in the 1950s dramatically illustrates the
extraordinary surge of activity in research and publications on
- paintings during that decade:

1950 - Paranavitana: Sigiri-Abode of a God-king
1950s - Manjusri articles in Irida Lankadipa and Silumina

1956 - Second edition of Coomaraswamy’s Mediaeval
' Sinhalese Art
1956 - Siri Gunasnghe: ‘Kandyan Art’ ;
1957 - D.B. Dhanapala: The Story of Sinhalese Painting
1957 - UNESCO volume edited by Paranavitana and
Archer
1959 - Nandadeva Wijesckera: Early Sinhalese Painting
The Thlrd Perlod

ftera brcak of about ten years the third period in the studv
of the paintings began, I like to think, in 1975 with a new
and ambitious documentation and research effort under the aegis
-of the Archaeological Society of Sri Lanka. This period saw an
_expansion and systematisation of the work that had gone before.
1975 also marked the beginnings my own structured study of the
paintings. In that year we formed a study group of the
Archaeological Society, ‘invented’ the wall plan recording
- technique, formulated a survey data sheet, and began to study
narrative sequence, which we called siddhi bedim, and patronage.
There are many people in this room and three of the four speakers
on this occasion, who were part of that project. We met in the
Faculty Club of Colombo University, and intensely studied
temples such as Kelaniya and Kataluva,
‘A special project was the survey of Karagampitiya temple murals

with architectural students from Katubadde — many of whom are
- now senior architects ~ but in the end the Archaeological Society

project fizzled out, produced no dn‘ect results. But it piayed a

34

key role in putting the Late Period murals once more on the

agenda of art historical research.

One indirect result of the Archaeological Society’s work was :
the trilingual publication of Manjusri’s Design Elements from =
Sri Lankan Temple Paintings (edited by a committee from the

Archaeological Society); another was the Lever Cultural
Conservation Trust’s photo-documentation project with Gamini

“Jayasinghe, which ultimately formed much of the illustrational

material for Rock and Wall Paintings. This Lever Trust program
also anticipated Roland Silva’s grand Central Cultural Fund

project of large format photo-albums of 30 selected temples and .
sites, published in the 1990s —authored by Nandana Chutlwongs :

P. L. Prematilleke and Roland Silva.

- The last three decades — the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s have seen a
great deal of studying, documentation, writing and publishing

on the paintings of all periods — much of which has been listed in

- the additional bibliography in the ‘Afterword’ of this new reprint.

The Fourth Phase ?

he questions that arise are: when does the fourth phase in
the study of the paintings begin? Has it already begun?

I can think of four issues that the new generation research should

address:

1. Regional and atelier variations in style and the sittara

parampara, the artists’ lines of pupillary succession; &7

2. The sociology and semiotics, the social and symbolic signi-
ficance underlying the paintings, and the nature of patronage;

3. The narrative sequences — how they operate and tnelr sources

and structure;

4. The relationship between our late period murals and those of
South and, especially, Southeast Asia.

[ hope that on-going and future research will address questions
such as these. But one must also say that while research is
essential, the documentation and conservation of the greatly
endangered cultural treasure of the “one thousand’ painted temples
must not be forgotten. Research and publication must serve as
one of the major motivators of that historic nauonal task. .
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BOOK REVIEWS

WORKING WOMEN IN SRI LANKA

Kanchana M. Rll‘ﬁ'?l].'lp‘l.lm.

Sanchen Hewearmanne, 2007, Siliching Jdvaililes & o Frec
Trole Zone; Gewdler srd Politics i 55 Lk Plnlade]phia
Ulidversive of Penosylvania Press, 274 pp 1 odndex L3900
IS0 078-0-8] 22-4045-0

Cuitrin Lamch, 2007, Ak Girls, odd Girks: (render and
Caltwral Frlivies i Srf Lanka v Clahad Trarmcns Fndusey,
Fthaca: Cornell Universiny Press (20077, 288 pp 555007
TSR (Handeaverh ISR 073050 134556-%; axy — 231
pp BLO.25 0995 (Papechack] FSTN: 978-0-8014-7362-3

S0 Lanka waus @ forcrunner in implementing nen-fibceal
ceonomic policics in 1977, which lod to fhe seming upa FTZ
avccarly ax [975, Subsequently a couotov-wide marosenl
induisliy proecaie wis se-up o ealend e developmenial
beitelils" of the zlobal zarment industicy into tural
curcunutiiiss of S Lenka. Yet the ways in which the giohal
gasrnent indivilry production facilivies were adapted and
promoted was not mercly A respanse (o @colomis
inperatives, There were alse pelitical ond culivial processes
il pliy. with oee browehn te our aliendion through the insiehtful
bovks by Sundvs Hewamanne snd Caittrin Fyneh, These
atithors showe hon the activiticz of the glabal garment fndnsny
have to be serutinized for the ways in which thay abaps and
influcnze the social, gonder and enltieal palicics,

The nea-lileral and opesnarkel pohicies adopled by Gie So
Lanbon pevernmenl from 1977 onwards also inadvertenthy
ushered in an cra of political tormcil, yoarh insarrgecion,
vinlenes and an ethnic war, 1 ench paints o laow the politicnl
raspanae tn thiz stacc oFaffaies was 1o foou 3 an jiow modermily
coild be reconciled willy cwliuml wieaniv, e “modermity
wiflythe cellucal turm” S vomen aee Iregoently deplngsed
s syvmbols ol the nubion, Lyonch shows how dhe $arment
Factory Programume (€£3FP) was promored 33 means theough
which tha ineral and phorswal discipline of capialism could
vz erapzimitted 1o the villaoes while protectne Lie wood nume
of wacking womels, This as the suthuer shows, way croctul
[ur Jocal subjects to make senzc of zlabal procesacs.
Heswamannc shows similar prrocesses at play, She underdines

now The quest foe Sl Ladka’s developient and muedernily 15
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eapessed treoah miocal and culiueal Thopes of Swdala-
Budabism even withig e TTZ: My ol lier respoaid=as,
witlch sovulved Jactory managers, parenls. Dwclore norses,
pgvernment of ficials, MO0 activisls, and women workers,
hoped for a “developmont and modomity widt moral reins
in taet” (Hewsmanne 20070 po 13). Because both andhiog
wioe nupot hese culioral discourses. ey show how ey
Ly allel Lhe shaping of wimen's senss of sclf, and 2) shape
the spaces within which their quest for atonomons ageney
and negatiation ot alteenative idoneitics io theic eversday lives
arc aametimes ciegunstthed by these discounes.

Tlewinanne and Lynch hone inon muolb-seadar sites Tor Lhietr
(e ldwark, which wak carmed out for cxmnzive porinds of
time whors hioth anthors wers forimnate i access ostahlished
Earment fastories duving their fieldwark peimod. Far
Hewaniare, e shop Boor boaidige heuses, fomoal peelics.
ualveusal soctal vutings, end villaxe homes wre the spaces [or
eritivul interventions. | ynch similarly znnss inon the ways
in which production i incalized by cngaging with the national
polities of the GFI, paternalist pelities of the wackplice il
er erpgiaibyan voderstindiog the panoplic quadiiies of
village conimmmiies as siles of surveillance und cenicol

chigsegueiiiby, both bovks are ethnopraphically rich sauh
saany Uleminetive ilustrations showing kow seomen workers
wreutively twist and subvert their (somatimes ) exploictive,
scxually fraught and socialby stigimatized Jobs aad livig

R R KT T

Thruugh the numerous cxamples used by these fominist
wuthors, we are shown hovas women are frequencls deploved
am symhbnlz of the nation; Tpoch shows b fhe GIFT wae
promated as e aeougte which e morsl and phesical
dizciplioe of cupitalism could be tranamitied tn the villages
while protscting the *gond name” ot working women, Bven
ay FUL warkers are stigmatized a3 “loose wapen™,
Howamannz shoew o they moa iranisally express Luyalis
tadaminant selbial dissouress, Therelore even though she
recends e mony auts and inomenls of dsmuption o middle
claza notions of “respeetability” snd undorline how they gain
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an oppositional consciousness, they are largely rendered
meaningless when in their village spaces. Hence pointing to
- moments of “ambivalent empowerment” in their working
and everyday lives,

The larger point which both authors point to through their

research is that by depicting (largely Sinhala-Buddhist
culture) as authentically located and morally pure, the class
and gender divisions which exist within the country tend to
be obscured. The social dynamics which emerge from
discourses of purity and authenticity mattered within the
factory floor because gendered concerns regarding
respectable working girls and norms of femininity get
invoked to discipline and instil managerial paternalism, which
~in turn deploy gendered social hierarchies. Both these
thoughtful contributions hence uncover how the stigma of
factory women workers needs to be understood for its
complexities. By using the prism of cross-cutting social,
cultural, economic, and political contexts, both authors shows
how the attempt “to make economic globalization consistent
with Sri Lankan cultural practices” (Lynch 2007, p. 241-242)
ended-up being a crucial attribute of Sri Lanka’s economic
modernization process. Yet the working and daily lives of
factory working women also highlight how their identities
evolve and are discursively constructed into creative subject
positions where ambivalences over nation, modernity and
globalization get played. As such we are made to understand
the complex and uneven ways in which factory working
women’s experiences are neither “nimble fingers” nor
“powered to choose” — i.e, they are neither passive victims
nor necessarily empowered in sustained ways (Elson and
Pearson 1981, Kabeer 2000, respectively). Their studics,

therefore, raise important and interesting questions about how
we understand the geographies of labour and control.

My only quibble with th ese thorou gh and engaging texts was
the omission of a historical analysis of Sri Lanka’s labour

~ movement and how this is likely to have borne upon the very

issues which that both authors underscores. Jayawardena’s
(1972) analysis shows how the country’s labour history was
enmeshed in the (cultural) politics of gender, (ethno-) nation
and modernity, which is likely to have a bearing many
decades later upon the construction of factory working
women’s subjectivities, too. Historically situated analysis
would of course have implications for general social science
debates. Paying more attention to the historico-geographical
context may have nuanced these already thorough and
illuminating studies even further.
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* This review is an amended and shorter version of individual
book reviews done for Progress in Human Geography and Political

Geography respectively. !

Dr. Rﬁ\vanpura's article in Polify Vol. 4, No. 4 “Shifting Theories: Partial P,ei'spectives
on the Househoid” is a shorter amended version of a paper which appeared in the
Cambridge Journal of Economics, 2007, 31(4), pages 525-538.
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ECONOMY, CULTURE, AND CIVIL WAR

Laluir Juvusoriva

Pachoeah Winslose and Mislasl Waoos! feds] (20020 Ecwmy,
Caltore, amd Ciel B i St Lawda, Blowin ghacee: Todvenn
Eintversity Pross, ISEMN 0-235-21691-5
']
Uhis volume, thouph oricinating from e Workskoap held in
SO ab the Loiversite S ow Hampshine, LIS&, @5 maore then
U naorml Tun af a collection of cesays. It is incated within
tho growing hodw of sehalgely weitings Jdevated toan
uhderstaod g of e copoinge elluge conficl especially the
palivicel vivlense, over the lust b desadies in Sri Lanki,
The structure ol the volunue gonsists of an introducoony oasay
b b Celitovs., which is folowed by several casays arranged
i three Parts to demonstratz the articokatian ot naricnal
eunomy, class, and cthrizity in cdinic aontiict and political
vinlenee,

The coaribiers, deave matody Tewse celaled bul disting
slrands ol disceucse (o socialopy and antheepolopsy, focus
wil difTerend Gocels of the ethoic conflict in Set Lenka hearing
un fhe demanint theme of the volomz, ¥iz., the complex
Titkazes belveeen the soonomy and the cthnic cantlict, Pt
Cine CAclicululion of National Feanamie Policy and Etlings
Cam{lict’} foouses an the nationsl eeoname— -ite polivies.
practiccs, and nuteames o the peried 12772000 — and sereaes
asan informed peeamble v Par Tao O Aclicolation of Class,
Erhuicity, snd Fiolence™ which draws pointed attontion &
the vrilical role of economic forees in onraveling the
wtaiifestulions of the cthic conflicts heoween the Tamii and
Hinhelese in fhe 1980s. The eseavs in Pacl Theee
ftAreylations -of Civil War tn Beerpday Tife™ seek o
Aranskate gacicosl sconenne policies mto e Bved reality of
e “loual” by documenting huewe politicel violence impacts
an e secial hle ol ditferent wroups. and impotanchy, o
these persons, often the innpcent vietims 'of ahatract policics
and practices wiew the changing world®, The valums
concludes with & posr script by the cditars oo fhe “peacs
praceis - which emerged in 2000-2003 i elll continues.

Whiat imakes thiz study noteveorthy s Gal it1s spectfical by
[ocused oo examimng the “swonomic terrainont Sei Lanka
bl (pE) which hus heen severaly affooted by the Yoear? and
in particular, the *war connnm’, ticd npwith the polidgs of
cilwiciey as well a3 the politics of refs The editors of this
viodiwne — 0w Leading aulicopelopists. cue tom econvemis

3

iikuapoluss suad e ollier feom development siudes - ol
e tone uf the velome and demurcuts the scholarls
boundaries widiin which the several essavs are localed wilh
an infrodictory casev entitled " Articulagon of Economy and
Fthaic Comtlict inch Eanka’,

The theoretical framework presented in the Dateadoztion
cevelves round dlie key notion ol “acuculation’. aind iz
isluenced by the work of the marxisl social theorist Stuan
Hall. According rothis farmularion, the sanstriction af zncial
order at Any given point of Time iz conlingenl an the
arcangement of comples social ukopes-and oclic olutpeys.
The nation ofarticalation serves as o vabuable storbing peint
o sosal analvsis ol pelioee] vielence and is seen ws an
evalvinge provess devod of “Toed wheniizes, Henoe. the meesd
Qe wrpae Lo think of wrticulution a5 moltiple Tavened,
enpaging. tranamrming and nover tinal®. This is partienlariy
i the Bri Lankan coptest which isa seciety divided by
Iosation, eenden class and elliniciiv, Tt therefuee o work
vy ek az the trndilion of Dot redical entcel socul
Dawurs ol only of Sloart Hall but slso of Ravmond Williams,
CF Thomson and others. Cloarhy the editors zoz iz tradition
i providing an altemarive to gome reeem theosies of post
codonialisme thangly 3 more didedt engaasment with these
conpeting Tiadilions would bave besn uselol.

The iotaduciery essay slends on s own and prosonis o
Mierreticial puint of view otilizing muny different strands of
comdempovary socisl theory, and iz eleaely ingended 1o
structure 2nd anderpin the s of e argunen develeped
theongh the several anicles i this vulune. As the editers
express it individually aist collectivéd, Dese exsanes hupe fully
mirior the thecreiizal fmenevwork, provided in the intreductony
enzan [ g event, e expectutivn of the cditors 15 that thiz
weill Tl p Lo proveicde o new “understanding of hosa: Sril anka’s
it el wur has hecnm cembeddod in the zocial fonnation
of wartimis §ri Lanka® (. 23). This fheme iz developed maindy
thtanigh the thearetical exposition providsd by one of the
key easnys (Clapter 41 o thas volume. This is fiom the feading
niacwisl Sl Lonkan social theorist—the late Newton
Cunzeinghe, whoinwpathfinding cgay cneitled, *The Qe
Cuunumy and its Tmpact on Bthois Relations in S Lanka’,
wenl agxuinst the omhndoxy of Sri Lankan antheepological
disecurac, one stecpadd in hismrical andsor essentialislmsles
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of cultural anthropological theorizing. This lead essay of
Newton Gunasinghe, hitherto available only in Sri Lanka, is
made accessible to a wider audience by its inclusion here.

This volume, in many ways rates as a long overdue scholarly
iribute to Newton Gunasinghe whose untimely death in 1988
was a loss not only for Sri Lankan social sciences, but alse
for the wider scholarly community. In their generous tribute
to Gunasinghe, the editors observe that he eschewed ‘a simple
“straightline” approach ... [and looked at] how in a
multiethnic society, changes in the structure of the national
economy produced effects that built on historically specific
social formation but always in ways that were differentiated
by class, ethnicity, and other factors’ (p.19). Using this

concepiual framework Gunasinghe was able to show the

linkages that existed between different strands of the new
economy — all generated by the neo liberalism of the post
1977 era. These articulations drastically altered the economic
structure and political architecture of Sri Lankan socicty. In
many ways Gunasinghe’s work remains a sharp réjoinder to
other Sri Lankan scholars preoccupied with a language of
discourse framed in terms of a historicity and distorted logic
of post modernist cultural explanation of ethnic politics and
violence, which gives causal primacy to religion and ‘culture’.

No doubt, influenced by Gunasinghe’s work, the editors have,
with some degree of success, sought to frame the several
essays to highlight the dialectical relationship between social
forces and ideology. Another Sri Lankan scholar included in
this volume, who extending this line of scholarship is a
_ leading Sri Lankan sociologist, Siri Hettige of the ‘Colombo
School of Sociology’. In an informative and well
- documented, more empirical piece than that of Gunasinghe,
Hettige in Chapter 5 (‘Economic Policy, Changing
- Opportunities for Youth and Ethnic Contlict in Sri Lanka’)
highlights the complex way in which identity articulates
through factors of class and intercst. These linkages serve to
tashion ‘the opportunity structure’ of Tamil and Sinhala youth
in the post 1977 era of neo liberal politics and economic
theorizing. What this work neatly demonstrates is the way in
~which people in significant groupings such as class fractions

{e.g.. lower class youth, Tamil youths, ete.) are affcc_ted by

shifts in economic policies,

“ An overview of the economic policy context referred to by
Gunasinghe and Hettige is provided in Part One by
Richardson (Chapter 2) and Shastri (Chapter 3). These two
essays which concentrate on the interconnection between
national economic policy and politics provide a useful
descriptive acecount, along with a succinct critique of the
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social and economic policies of the open economy policy
regime of the post 1977 era. Richardson (Chapter 3 entitled
‘Violent Conflict and the First Half Decade of Open Economy
Policies in Sfi Lanka: A Revisionist View’) with his
‘revisionist’ account of neo liberal economic policies draws
pointed attention to the social and human consequences of
the policies pursued between 1977 ad 1982 — the early years
of the open economy. It was more than a matter of coincidence
that these most significant economic changes in Sri Lankan
post colonial history set the scene for intense and violent
ethnic conflicts amongst the Sinhalese and also between the
Sinhalese and Tamils.

Shastri’s contribution (Chapter 3 entitled ‘An Open Economy
in a Time of Intense Civil War: Sri Lanka, 1994-20007), on
the other hand, concentrates on the period 1994-2000 and
demonstrates how the protracted civil war, gencrated a war
economy, creating the illusion of “war with growth’. To use
the language of the editors, it would have added greatly to
these two essays if they were accompanied by articulating
the underlying political and institutional fabric of the post
colonial discourse of the post 1977 period characteristic of

 the neo liberal economic policy regime. The crucial point

here is the shift from the politics of welfarism which defined
the post-independence period to the new politics of warfare,
If there is one major shortcoming, it is the failure to address
the complex political dimensions of the ethnic conflict,
especially the role of the state and constitutionalism. This
volume could well have benefited by the inclusion of the
work of a political anthropologist. :

The concluding essays in Part Three consist of three empirical
studies by a sociologist and two anthropologists (Bremner,
and Gamburd, and Lynch respectively). These essays describe
how 3 local groups—a lower class community in Colombo,
rural lower class villagers and the juki girls working in
garment factorics—have engaged with the new social
formation created by the war and the economy. These
contributions underline a more distinctly human dimension
by considering the transformative effects on people involved

_in the war by documenting what motivates action, construct

interests, articulate the local with the national and move
pecople in and out of the war. e

By focusing on the ‘lived dimensions’, the editors secek to
avoid an economism — a sort of materialist/economic
reductionism which extols a national aggregate macro-
cconomic perspective revealed clearly in the ‘greed or
grievance’ debates about the cause of ethnic conflicts or civil

wars. Or, in the development dogma built around the notion
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rtTaneial caprital, widely peomotad Ted the W ld Baok sl
elher piermiiviel develupment agencies. Acconhne b this
develepment philusophy, - social capital constitutes un
crsentialin _s:_‘:m.ﬁ-.-nt |-I.'!-T rmantEcd ellieicney and successful
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EMORIAM

y father. C.R. ("Dick’)‘ﬁensman, died peacefully in

3 London on 9 July 2008. Among the many people

sending in tributes to him, several refer to the enormous

influence he had on them, and 1 supposc I belong to that

category too. He introduced m2 to revolutionary politics as

well a5 lit=ration theology at @.« early age, and his vision of
global justice hes inspired me all my life.

Much of his earlier work, and especially his books China:
Yellow Peril?Red Hope? (SCM Press, 1968), From Gandhi
to Guevara: The Polemics o Revolt (Allen Lane The Penguin
Press, 1969), Sun Yat-sen (SCM Press 1971), and Rich against
Poor: The Reality of Aid (Allen Lane The Penguin Press.
1971) had a strong anti-imperialist focus. He identified
whole-heartedly with the stuggles of Third World peoples
against both old-style European colonialism and the more
recent US imperialism, and had a wide knowledge of
liberation movements in all their diversity. Yet, unlike latter-
day apologists for authoritarian regimes in the Third World,
who represent their atrocities as resistance to pressure from
imperialist countries on human rights issues, his critique of
political leaders in developing countries who robbed and
oppressed their own people was equally trenchant.

His books on Sri Lanka, written under the pseudonym L.
Piyadasa, exemplify his passionate opposition to injustice
and oppression within his own country. After the 1983 anti-
Tamil pogroms, he wrote Sri Lanka: The Holocaust and After
(Marram Books, 1984), which documented and analysed the
events not only of that fateful day but also of the periods
preceding and following it. This was one of the first
publications to expose the horrifishz evidence of government
sponsorship of the violeace, and involvement of people at
the highest levels of power in‘'what would today be classified
as crimes against humanity.

The analysis was continued in a sequel, S#i Lanka: The
Unfinished Quest for Peace, (Marram Books, 1987),
published following the Indo-Lanka Accord. What was
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Rohini Hensman

striking was that he attributed the violence not to widespread
inter-ethnic Ratred but to the drifting of the Sri Lankan state
towards fascism. It yvas made very clear in both books that
the solutjon was not a separate Tamil Eelam, which wonld
inevitably suffer from the same authoritarian and exclusivist
politics as the proposed Sinhala Buddhist state, but a Sri
Lanka where people from all ethnic and religious
communities could live in any part of the island in security,
dignity and peace.

In later life, Liis aversion to all forms of injustice and cruelty
made him a natural ally of all those battling against the
exclusion and oppression of women, children and gay people.
His concern for social justice as well as his interest in
environmental issues found expression in his more
philosophical and theological works, Agenda for the Poor:
Claiming their Inheritance, (Centre for Society and Religion,
1990), New Beginnings: the Ordering and Designing of the
Realm of Freedom, (Third World Perspectives, 1992) and
The Remaking of Humanity, (Christhava Sahithya Samithi,
2000).

His personal relationships embodied the same principles. My
mother supported him in all his endeavours, accompanying
him back and forth across thousands of miles, and taking on
the role of the steady breadwinner so that he could have the
opportunity to freelance. All too many men take that kind of
devotion from their spouses for granted, and never dream of
reciprocating in any way, but not my father. For some years
past, as my mother’s health deteriorated, he spent more and
more of his declining strength caring for her, and he continued
right to the very end. His devotion to her, and love for his
other close relations and {riends, mean that he will be sorely
missed by all of us.

in the last few weeks of his life. he said more than once that
he considered my werk to be a continuation of his own, and
it makes me feel very prcud indeed to think that some part of
him iives on in me, m
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