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' BRINGING THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT BACK?

he Sri Lankan government seems to be

promoting i public discussion on the 13%
Amendment as the framework ol a solution to
the cthnic conflict. The contexl of this new
mlerest in the much-maligned 13" Amendment
has Lwo inreresting dimensions. The lirst is the
beliel that the government is winning the war
against the LI'HL The government now scems
i he confident Lo talk about a political solution
from a position of strength. The second is the
Indiun government’s insistence that along with

amilitary ollTensive. the government should also .

pursue a political solution. The 13" Amcndment
constitwtes India’s most favoured framework of
a political solution to Sri Lanka’s cthnic contlict.

The 13" Amendment has a chequered political
cureer. It was introduced in 1987 on India's
mnsistence. Hprovided the constitutional basis for
devolution of power institutionalized through
Provineial Councils. From its early days. the 13"
amendmentmet two tvpes ol eriticism
nationilists committed 1w the unitary model of
the stute were angry, They charged that the 13*
Amendment created a federal systemt in S6 Lanka
Al the behiest of the Indian government und to
please Tamil *scparatists.” Tamil nationalists
vicwed it as an inadequate constilutional
acrangement that fell short of their palitical
“demunds. Despite the oppaesition, the UNP
government of President J. R, Javewardenc
Smplemented the 13% Amendinent in 1987, The
Provineial Councils thus cstablished are now an
integral component of Sri Lanka's state struclure,

Meanwhile, in the mid-1990s, a new argument
developed with regard to the Provincial
Councils, It proposed the cnhancement of the
powers ol the Councils throush a constitulional
amendment. The objective of this proposal was
- to muke the system of devolution a firmer basis
ol a political solution to the ethnic conflict by
enhancing provineial autonomy. President
Chandrika Kumaratunga and her Minister of
Constitutional Affairs, as well as the Left parties
ol the People’s Alliance government, were the
key pdvoeates of this position. There were muny
civil society proups Loo who ureucd for greater
regional autonomy. This propesal cane {o be
named “Thirteen Amendmient Plus.” lis basic
asswinption was that a credible constitutional
arrangement Lo address minority aspirations
should zo bevond the limited devolution
framework of the 13" Amendment. But no
attempr to constitutionalize a 13" Amendment
Plus has so lar suceeeded. The lack of political

Sinhalcse

- backing to such a move across the political
spectriam has been o major reason for this failure,

The prescnt resurgence of official interest in the
13" Amendment is interesting for a number of
reasons. ‘The government scems lo think that
instead ol bringing 4 new constilutional package
for  greater regional autonomy, the
implementation of the existing constitutional
provisions would be pragmatic, practically
leasible and politically acceptable even to iy
extreme Sinhalese nationalist coalilion partners,
Bur this would he scen by some Tamil partics,
particularly the Tamil National Alliance, as
minimalist devolution with no relevance to a
serious projeet ol addressing Tamil pohitical
aspirations. Happears that the government is more
concerned with a polilical solution that is
acceptable to Sinhalese socicty:

Obviously, the government has its own strategic
calculations to bring the 13" amendment back
to public attention. Three factors seem to deline
the government’s thinkine, The {irst is that once
the 1ITE s militarily deleated, Tamils would
nol be in a position to bargain bevond the 132
amendment. The second is the reality that there
are Tamil political partics already Jinked to the
wovernment who would accept a solution even
minus the 13* Amendment as long as they arc
glven aceess o power and economic resources.
The third is that by reviving interest in the 139
Amendment, the government can please the
external actors, particularly India and the US.

Can President Mahinda Rajapuksc seriousty
putsue the proper implementation of thel 3"
Amendment in the North and East as well as
the rest of the country without maving away
from his own formula of “‘maximum devolution
within a unitary state™? This question can
generate more than one answer. It also leads to
some more quesiions. For example. 15 the
coalition which President Rajapakse leads
comimitted to serious and genuing devolution of
power to the North and East? In the event of
the LTTE being ncutralized as u major
stakeholder in the conflict, will the government
have the political compulsion Tor uny measure

* of regional autonomy, even a limited one under

the 13 Amendment? Will the non-L1I T and
non-TNA Tamil groups which the government
views as the authentic representalives of the
Tamil community, be in a position to bargain
lor full implementation of the 13" Amendment
i a context where the povernment continucs to
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fh to fulfill ivs devolution promise? Will the
Tamil peaple be content with an old formula that
could nolresolve Lthe contlict twenty vears ago!
Will the extreme nationalist furees alipned with
the regime and emboldened by the present
military campaign against the LITE, allow
President Rujapakse to implement a political
solution even in its truncated form?

Answers to above questions are not very clear.
One thing clear, however, is thal if the present
gavernment is seriously and genuinely
commitied 1o a political solution lo the cthaic
contlict which will guarantee both equality and
autonomy to the elhnic minoritics. a new
configuration of domestic political forces will
be necessary. @l '
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other things, the establishment of a Palestinian state; a nuclear
tfreeze followed by disarmament (not merely arms control
with the Soviet Union); slashing the budget of the Defence
Department: a single-payer universal healtheare system; a
foreign policy altentive to the interests and nceds of
developing socicties and not solely focused on a narrow
definition of US nterests; equal punishment [or the buyers
of illegal drugs moment at the apex of the world of nations
rather than the one-sided and punitive cxcess visited on
dealers: increased taxes on the richest 10% of Americans
and using that money to support public education and the
~needy: reparations for descendants of slaves; and declaring
South Africa a roguc nation (at a time when the Reagan
administration pursued “constructive engagement’ with the
apartheid regime). Jesse Jackson saw the US as one ol many
equals in a world order rather than a preponderant power,
and seemed to have a greater empathy and understanding of
the non-western world than any other leading politician.

Distance to Cover

Ir is astonishing to read Jackson's platform over two decades
later and realise not only lrow sensible it was but also the
distance that remains to be traversed. For me, the high point
of Jackson's candidacy was when he pronounced at one of
the conventions that the problem of the US was not that it
had a two-parly dominant political system but that both
parties were so similar and so far over at the conscrvative
end ol the political spectrum. In a society etermally besotted
by the "choice’ offered at the end of a process that weeds out
anyone with independent thought, Jackson cpitomised
wisdom. At Grani Park on 4 November, Jesse Jackson was
erying, like thousands of others black and white. voung and
old, men and women at the enormous symbolism and
ineredible victory of a black man tinally ascending to the
presidency of a nation with a history of slavery. They were
perhaps also the tears of a man who rcalised more acutely
than many others in that crowd that in order to attain the
White House, Obama had to feave Jackson and his brand of
yolities firmly behind. Pragmatism may produce political
victories, but it docs exact a severe price: somelimes il may
even demand of you your soul.

Crossing the Barrier

O bama was able to transcend the prejudices of a deeply
racialised society because of his obvious mielligence.

and the compelence and modcration he radiates. He inspires
safety and reassurance in a socicty decply doubttul about
the tuture and maybe even dimly aware that its financial erisis
in a century, cight vears of the most inept presidency in its
history, two costly and inetfectual wars, and an opponent
seemingly trapped in a time-warp, [or the American public
to finally accede to a black man in the White House. Obama
deseryes a huge amount of credit for sensing the political
moment and running a perfect campaign. Yet, the conjuncture
that has elevated him to the presidency also indicates the
magnitude ot the challenge he faces. It is both ironic and apt
that a society in which the inferiority of racial minorities has
long been accepted as tact has turned to one of them for
deliverance in its moment of grave crisis.

Realising King's Dream

ver four decades ago in April 1968, less than a day

before his assassination, with a prescience that has often
charactensed leaders about to meet their death, Martin Luther
King Ir tamously said, I've been to the mountaintop And I've
seen the promised land. T may not get there with vou, But 1
want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will gef to
the promised land. And I'm happy. tonight. I'm not worricd
aboul anvthing. I'm not fearing any man. Mine cyes have
scen the glory of the coming of the Loed.

Barack Hussem Obama's election as the 44th President of
the United States 1s a substantial step towards the colour-
blind and egalitarian socicty that King envisaged. His election
should also serve to remind Americans and people
cverywhere (for we all live, often too comfortably, with our
own myopias on race, caste, colour, religion, class, gender
and other incquitics) of the huge distance that remains to be
traversed.

Yet, even as we are sobered by all thal, now is the time to
celebrate the extraordinary improbability and incredible
beauty of what we saw on 4 November: a handsome young
black man turning to hug his tall and lovely wife and their
two daughters as they raced along a ramp, cheered by tens of
thousands of Americans of every hue. and the cchoes ot his
first speech as newly elected President of the United States
of America slowly faded into the night sky over Chicago.
5]
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THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2008 — Part 3

The Feonamy Crashes the Party

Judy Waters Pasqualpe
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in the world. The mayor of Denver, pro-business and pro-
environment. Video of Obama speaking in New Hampshire.
Speeches by four Housc reps in the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, President of National Abortion Rights Action
League: the next president will decide Roe v Wade. Speeches
by an Hlinois state senator and the president of the National
Education Association. Video of Michelle Obama speaking
against fear. Speeches by Illinois state attorney general (on
Obama in state legislature), state comptiroller, state treasurer.
President of American Federation of Tcachers. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar (Minnesota): Bush a "subprime Jeader in the White
House.” Video of Obama speaking to the 2004 convention,
his background and parents. Scn. Sherrod Brown (Ohio)
conducting the first of three 'town halls,' in which people ask
questions to a panel: on the middle class, public education
and working families.”” Video of Nancy Pelosi. Nancy Pelosi:
health care is a right. Obama's half-sister Maya Soetoro-Ng,
speaking about their mother. Rep. Jessc Jackson Jr. (1 llinois).
Video on assistance to injured veterans. A couple from
Indiana: they fear their jobs will move overseas. President
of the Service Employees International Union, Chicago
branch. Caroline Kennedy: tribute to Obama and Ted
Kennedy for their sense of justice and service. Video on Ted
Kennedy. Ted Kennedy (crowd hollering Teddy, Teddy):
Obama will close the book on black vs, white, straight vs.
gay, group vs. group, change is possible (many Kennedys
take the stage). Video on Obama. Speeches by Chicago city
clerk and community activist. Sen, Tom Harkin (Towa).
Former Rep. Jim Leach: country before party, Obama a
transcending candidate. Video on Michelle Obama. her
family and carcer. Michelle Obama's brother on her. Michelle
Obama (great specch, very astute): listen to hopes instcad of
fears. Obama live via video conference from Kansas City.
(soundtrack: we will live together, dance to the music, r-e-s-
p-e-c-t, oye como va, celebrate, isn't she lovely)

Day 2: Aim: deal with domestic issues, the cconomy (the
American dream is broken and needs fixing, all blamed on
RP abuses, exalt middie class, nationalist and at times anti-
foreign), Video demanding vote for Washington, DC. Rep.
Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC): Obama supports DC vote. Ted
Sorenson (JFK advisor, specch writer): Americans losing
Jjobs, services, homes, hope: wants another candidate like
JFK. Rep. Honda (California). chair Asia-Pacific American
Caucus. Native American from North Dakota. Rep. Sanchez
(California) on working families. iowa Governor Culver on
need for energy plan. New York Governor Patterson on
disability rights. Video of Obama speaking on jobs, health
carc plan, energy. Four reps from the Congressional Black

Caucus. Video commemorating deccased DP politicos. Sen.
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Patrick Leahy (Vermont) on needs of rural US. Rep. Chris
Van Hollen (Maryland) (father was ambassador to Sri Lanka):
recalled as a kid going to a village hut in Sri Lanka and seeing
a photo of JFK; now the image of US is tarnished: he
introduces cight new DP House candidates (of 52). President
of Planned Parenthood: Obama for choice and women's
health care. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (Ohio) (rousing speech):
in 2001 oil companies, war contractors and neo-con artists
scized the cconomy — Wake Up America; insurance
companies took over health care; pharmaceutical companies
took over drug pricing: speculators took over Wall Street;
multinational corporations took over trade policies. California
state compiroller. Video of Obama: we have a stake in each
other. Wisconsin Governor Doyle. West Virginia Governor
Manchin. Video of Hillary Clinton introducing Sen. Barbara
Mikulski (Maryland). Speeches by Senate women: Mikulski
on pay equity: Barbara Boxer (California) for cnergy policy
and against polluters; Mary Landricu (Louisiana) on
Hurricane Katrina; Blanche Lincoln (Arkansas) on health
care; Debbie Stabenow (Michigan) on jobs in US; Maria
Cantwell (Washington) on energy independcnce: Clair
MeCaskill (Missouri) on Bush fiscal irresponsibility: Amy
Klobuchar (Minnesota) on falling incomes (all of them on
stage to music: sisters doing it for themselves). Pennsylvania
Governor Rendell on Obama's alternative energy plan. Rep.
Baldwin (Wisconsin) on health care. Rep. Becerra
(California) on situation of workers, AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney on people losing jobs and benefits. Michigan UAW
local president on jobs and health care. Rep. Rahm Emanuel
(Illinois) on problems of the middle class. Video of Obama
speaking. lowa flood victim. Rep. Hoyer (Maryland) on
Bush's "country club economics.” California SEIU home care
worker. SELU secretary (reasurer on unions. Governor Janct
Napolitano (Arizona): McCain doesn't understand the
economy. Video: Obama on hard work and personal
responsibility. Second town Hall meeting: questions on
encrgy policy, gas prices, subsidies to oil companies.
Fairbanks, Alaska, Mayor Whitaker (RP): endorses Obama.
Oregon wind power entreprencur. Video: Obama on people
the same in their needs, Governor Sebelius (Kansas), Former
Denver Mayor Pena against big oil. Rep. Nvdia Velasquez
(New York) on small business. Sen. Bob Casey
(Pennsylvania): McCain not a maverick but a sidekick (crowd
chants 'four more months'). Lily Ledbetter from Alabama, a
middle-aged, thin, white woman, who lost pay equity case
in Supreme Court, calmly in Southern accent tells story and
calls on Congress to pass legislation ~ to huge applause.
Former Governor Mark Warner (Virginia): nationalist on US
science, defeat terrorism. Governor Ted Strickland (Qhio):
McCain supports Bush. Governor Deval Patrick
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Barney Smith (former RP, TV [actory worker whose plant
has closed), yells 'Barney Smith before Smith Barncy'
(Citigroup brokerage, investment banking and asset
managementdivision) — crowd chants 'Barney, Bamey.' Video
of Obama: US must lead free world. Sen. Dick Durbin
(IHlinois): US wants change, 'ves we can.' Video of Obama at
2004 convention: in no other country is his story possible.
Obama: (as he speaks. people are crying. cheering, chanting
'ves we can'): failed Bush policies, veterans sleeping on the
streets, sovernment absent during Katrina; McCain voted
Bush line 90% — "'with McCain, vou're on your own'; tax
policy, encrgy independence, education, health care, pay
equity: Bush/McCain forcign policy — tough talk. bad
strategy; restore US leadership.

(soundtrack: freedom, ain't no mountain, i's a beautiful day,
move along, I'll take you there, signed sealed delivered, you're
a shining star, nothing's gonna change my world, a change
would do us good, who says vou can't go home, let the
sunshine in, born in the USA, ain't no stopping us now)

The Republican Convention (St. Paul, 1-4 Scptember)

In comparison to the DP convention, the RP one was shorter,
with fewer speakers, videos and less music; the latter included
country and western, inspirational and rock. and some of the
songs [ did not recognize; among those I did: zo Johnny go.
everyday people, Saturday night, I'm rcady to play, celebrate,
rock this town. The C-SPAN camera seemed to be continually
scanning the crowd to find minorities — relative to the DP
convention, there were far, tar fewer, But the RP enthusiasm
matched the Democrats — delegates danced and shouted.

Day 1: the first day was cut to less than an hour due to
Hurricane Gustav. The RNC chair nominated Sen. Mitch
McConnell (Kentueky) as convention chair, Credentials
Committee report. Rules and Order of Business Committee
report. The Permanent Organizations Committce moved that
House leader Rep. John Boehner (Ohio) be convention chair.
Report of the Resolutions/Platform Committee, Sen. Richard
Burr (North Carolina) spoke on the platform. Resolution of
appreciation of convention officers, organizers, staff. Laura
Bush: first priority is safety in the Gulf of Mexico. Taped
message from RP governors Perry (Texas), Riley (Alabama),
Crist (I'lorida), Barbour (Mississippi). Laura Bush brought
out Cindy McCain, and called for assistance to the Gulf states
via website causegreater.com. Cindy McCain: gave a list of
stale agencies receiving donations. (news break: Sarah Palin's
daughter is five months pregnant; Obama; families are of

limits, pcople should back off) The RP clearly was using the
hurricane to support one of its themes — service; Gustav also
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seemed like a good reason for George Bush to not show up,
as he was handling the crisis. Also noticeably absent was the
vice-president.

Day 2: Aim: present McCain's connection to themes of
service and reform. Video tribute to former RP leaders. Video
of Gerald Ford handling foreign policy. Rep. Boehner: DC
is broken with DP House most visible symbol. stop earmarks,
RP for reform. Video with shots of Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt,
Reagan, Schwarzenegger, Martin Luther King, Eisenhower,
Bush senior and junior. RNC co-chair Joann Davidson (Ohio)
on reform. Sen. Norm Coleman (Minnesota): McCain for
reform. Winner of Minnesota school essay contest on the
meaning of the {lag. A pastor: god is always with us.
Mississippi teenager who started a non-profit to renovate
homes for the poor, service, rebuild country. Rep. Bachmann
(Minnesota): McCain and service; he has an adopted
daughter. Arizona man who with McCains adopted babies
from Bangladesh after Cindy McCain's visit to a Mother
Teresa orphanage. Video on Teddy Roosevell. Former
Arizona superintendent of public schools: info on phone
numbers for Gulf assistance. Minnesota fire department
captain on service. Video of Teddy Roosevelt and Lincoln.
President of the Raza Development Fund on McCain's public
service. North Dakota non-profit helping injured farmers.
Retired army captain's story. Video on Navy SEAL who died
saving two others in 2006: country first. A POW who was
detained with McCain in Vietnam. Laura Bush: women's role
in the RP; Bush success regarding cducation, use of faith-
based charities. George Bush via video: honours McCain as
a POW: against higher taxes; supported surge. Laura Bush:
on Cindy McCain's foreign travels. Video on Reagan period
economic expansion and break-up of the Soviet Union.
Former Sen. Fred Thompson (Tennessee) on McCain family
and career. Sen. Joe Lieberman (Independent. Conneciicut):
McCain for country over party, change in DC; Obama's
eloquence is o substitute for arecord, votes DP line; Palin a
reformer.

Day 3: Aim: present issue of the economy and role of small
business. Video showing people at work. Founder of a pretzel
company on US as beacon of light. Sen. Norm Coleman
(Minnesota): for jobs, efficient government. A small business
owner. California state Sen. Maldonado on hard work, open
markets. A Kansas woman on rural, small town US. A
Pennsylvania country cxecutive on local government.
President of the National Hispanic Medical Association.
California Hispanic entrepreneur, previously for Hillary
Clinton. Virginia restaurant franchise owner, DP but McCain
for small business. Texas Railroad Commission chairman:
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of 2007 Wall Street banks revealed $50b in losses due to the
subprime crisis. and estimates of total liabilities ran at $150-
400b. The value of subprime morigage-backed bonds had
fallen 60-80% that year, No one knew the value of such
securities or how they were held by financial institutions.

In January 2008 the Bank of America rescued mortgage
lender Countrywide. That month George Soros warned in
the Financial Times that the subprime crisis now threatened
municipal, mortgage insurance and reinsurance companies,
and the credit default swap market; this was the worst
economic crisis since the Second World War.”® In a panic,
the Fed cut the federal funds rate by .75%. President Bush
proposed a $150b taxpayer give-back (up to $1.200 per
family), and called for the refinance of mortgages. Congress
caved into Bush regarding his refusal to increase
unemployment benefits, food stanips, and state and local
government relict; the pundits stated that it was unclear if
there would be a recession.” In February NYU Stern School
of Business professor Nouriel Roubini warned of a risk of
system meltdown; foreclosures were spreading to Alt-A and
prime sectors; commercial real estate was declining; credit
card, auto and student loan defaults would rise; bond insurers
would face problems: corporate defaults would increase:
estimated total losses of $1t."” Gold, oil and producer prices
rose. Investors were hoarding their cash. In March the Fed
facilitated the sale of Bear Stearns, the smallest of the five

main Wall Street investment banks, to JP Morgan Chase, and
 then set up a new $200b emergency loan f{acility. IF'ears were
expressed about Lehman Brothers and Merrill Lynch. Britain
nationalized Northern Rock, and the Carlyle Capital
Corporation fund collapsed. The Fed cut interest rates by
another .75%. In April Citigroup sold a $20b share to Abu
Dhabi, Singapore and Kuwait funds. The federal mortgage
assistance programme was not reaching most people. In June
the Fed released $400 b. In July Fanniec Mae and Freddie
Mae, private but 'government-sponsored’ morigage lenders
holding half of US home mortgages, received emergency
funds from the Fed (their stock prices down by about 75%
since January). Federal regulators scized IndyMac, the largest
savings and loan bank and biggest mortgage lender to fall so
far.'® By early September 9% of homeowners with a
mortgage were either behind in payments or foreclosed.
Nevada closed the Silver State Bank, the 11th federally
insured bank to fall in 2008."

The Campaigns

With two months 1o go, the Obama campaign held a huge
financial advantage. McCain, who raised $47m in August

(for a total of $194 m), had opted for federal campaign
financing, giving him $84m for use after the convention. In
June Obama opted out of the federal programme, duc (o the
receipt of massive donations — $66m in August (total $440
m), with $150m more coming in September.®

After the DP convention Obama and Biden appeared together
in the key battleground states of Pennsylvania and Ohio. They
spoke about the economy and encrgy policy, appealing to
the middle and working classes. Obama's set speceh model
is divided into four segments: a brief bio (his or Biden's); the
US is facing many problems, and McCain is like Bush;
information on particular policy — taxes, hcalth care,
alternative energy; an appeal to go out and campaign and
vote.?' In the context of parts of the media reacting to the RP
convention's attacks on them and mocking of community
organizers, Obama expresscd 'bewilderment’ at the portrayal
of his record. Ile appeared with McCain via satellite at the
convention of the American Association of Retired Persons;
Obama warned of RP policy on benefits (Bush's plan to
permit the investment of Social Security funds in the stock
market had been defeated in Congress). In Indiana Obama
criticized Palin's record vis-a-vis her attacks on accepting
earmarks; later he criticized her record as a reformer. At this
point, with Palin receiving so much media attention, the
campaign debated whether it would be better to ignore her.
But the issue became a moot one, as Palin was shown to be
quite capable of undoing herself as she dealt with the media.

McCam and Palin campaigned in Wisconsin and Michigan,

calling for change. In Colorado Palin referred to Biden as a

relic of the Beltway establishment. In a 7 September op-ed

conservative Charles Krauthammer referred to the choice of

Palin as "deeply problematic.”" negating any criticism of

Obama as inexperienced, even before the discovery of her

"inevitable liabilitics."* After about a week on the trail. it

was clear that part of the McCain strategy was Lo repeat over

and over such lies as Palin's being against the 'bridge to
nowhere,' and Obama as being for raising taxes.

On 11 September Palin gave her first televised interview, to
Charles Gibson of ABC. He questioned her on her experience
to be president. With regard to Russia's role in Georgia, Palin
said that Georgia should be in NATO, and if Russia attacked
then, yes, the US should go to war. Isracl, she said, has a
right to act with regard to the ITranian nuclear weapons
programme. She did not know that the "Bush doctrine’ (of
2002) concerned US preemptive intervention. She supported
going into Pakistan it necessary, and was questioned on a
previous reference to the Irag war as 'God's plan.' She
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domestic economic policy became tied in ways unusual in
the US. Indeed, the first guestion included a quote from
President Eisenhower regarding security and solvency,
querying the candidates’ views on cconomic strength as the
basis for military security. Obama stated that the US was
fighting two wars amidst a crisis caused by the shredding of
government regulations; he was optimistic that the plan would
be done, but that more measures would also be needed.
McCain: both partics were aiming for a solution,
accountability was needed, and he believed in the American
worker. To get out of the erisis, spending had to be controlled
and earmarks cut; Obama supported earmarks. Obama:
earmarks had been abused, but such allocations totaled only
S18b; McCain was for the $300b Bush tax cuts for the
wealthy, while Obama's plan would lower taxes for 90% of
households. McCain: he had fought against corruption all
his career, Obama was for new programmes, McCain wanted
to cut. Obama explained in detail his tax plan. McCain: for a
$5,000 tax credit to families to pay for health insurance, and
a cut in business taxes. Obama: there are business tax
loopholes, McCain would tax people's health care benefits
~received under employer plans. The candidates were asked
what they would give up. given the current crisis. Obama:
his plans regarding energy independence, health care and
education/science/technology had to be started. McCain: cut
ethanol subsidies and cxamine every agency including
defensc for possible cuts; institute a spending freeze for all
but veterans affairs and defense. Obama: wind down the Iraq
war, costing $10b a month. McCain: he would not hand over
health carc to the federal government,

With regard to Iraq, McCain: the US would win, he was for
the surge and Obama against. Obama: he was against going
into Irag. More troops were needed for Afghanistan as soon
as possible. McCain: the US made mistakes on Afghanistan
after the Soviet Union left; criticized Obama for saying he
would go after Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. Obama:
referenced McCain's remarks against North Korea, Iran, and
his support for President Musharraf. McCain: he had
supported the US role in Traq and Bosnia/Kosovo, was against
the action in Somalia; he has a record regarding sending
troops, while Obama only first visited Afghanistan recently.
Iran could not be allowed 1o obtain nuclear weapons, and he
was [or sanctions; a Leaguc of Democracies should be
formed; and Russia was preventing united action in the UN
Sccurity Council. Obama: the war in Iraq had strengthened
Iran, US policy had not worked. sanctions were needed and
direct diplomacy; the US should work with other countries:
its isolation strengthened Iran and North Korea. Russian
action in Georgia was unacceptable, but the US should work
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with Russia on common initiatives such as nuclear
proliferation. McCain; Obama's restraint was naive. he did
not understand the situation, that Russia was run basically
by a KGB apparatchik. Gbama did not understand the Irag-
al-Qaeda link, Obama: McCain, like Bush, viewed the world
through the single lens of Traq, while China is active in Africa
and Latin America; a broader stratcgic vision was needed.
McCain: Obama lacks experience and knowledge.

Sarah Palin and Katie Curic (CBS)

Sarah Palin was definitcly not up to handling the astute
questioning by Katic Curic. Palin claimed that living in.
Alaska, in close proximity to Russia, gave her foreign policy
experience. She seemed to not understand that the economic
bailout plan aimed to deal with the freeze in credit lines.
Palin came out against abortion, cven in the case of rape or
incest, and the morning aller pill; she was skeptical of the
connection between man and global warming. In response
1o a question on what newspapers and magazines she read,
Palin said, "I've read most of them,” but couldn't give
examples. She referred to the elite media's ‘gotcha

journalism.'*

Week of 29 September-3 October

The week began with a significant Monday morning op-ed
in the Washington Post by Fareed Zakaria (editor. Newsweek
Iniernational), cntitled "Bow Qut, Governor — Palin's
Unrecadiness Is Now Painfully Clear." Zakaria called Palin
"unqualified" to be the vice-president, and said that McCain's
choice was "fundamentally irresponsible.”

Over the weekend Congress and administration officials
finished the plan, which would: disburse $700b in three
stages; increasc oversight of Treasury: allow the government
to obtain shares in companies; limit exccutive compensation;
provide measures regarding foreclosures. On Monday Asian
markets fell: the European Central Bank injected $173b, and
the Fed increased [unds available to nine central banks to
$620b; and Citigroup announced that it was going to buy
Wachovia Bank. Then early in the afternoon. the House voted
down the plan by 12 votes; the RP rank and file had revolted
against party leadership (228-205; 140 DP and 65 RP for; 95
DP and 133 RP against). After the vote the House adjourned
for the two-day Jewish holiday. After that, markets fell
globally: the Dow down by a rccord 778 points (7%), the
Nasdaq 9.1%, and S&P 500 by 8.8% - $1.2t in value was
wiped out. Even though McCain had said that he'd formed a
yes vote coalition, the RP and McCain first blamed Speaker
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two years, Obama said it needed to be trimmed. but in
conjunction tax policy had to be solved; McCain said it would
not be hard to reform. McCain said the provision of health
insurance was a responsibility, Obama a right.

Week of 13-17 October

Given the severity of the previous week's market rout,
President Bush announced that the government would buy
up to $250b worth of shares in nine banks, including Morgan
Stanley and Goldman Sachs, and insure interbank loans.
European countries announced their own plans, worth a total
of over $2t.

Obama detailed a plan for Congressional action after the 4
November election: a 90-day moratorium on foreclosures;
cxtension of unemployment benefits, allowing the withdrawal
of some funds from retirement accounts without taxation.
Hillary Clinton addressed a rally in Philadelphia, and along
with Obama appeared in New Ilampshire. The campaign
announced that people could figure out their taxation level
under Obama's plan by going online. On the 17th Obama
received the endorsements of the Chicago Tribune (never
endorsed a DP candidate) and Washington Posi.

The McCain campaign started a wave of auto phone calls in
swing states, linking Obama to terrorists and attacking his
position on abortion. People could go to the McCain website
to sce the cost of Obama's programmes. Then, on Friday
night, Minnesota Rep. Michele Bachmann (RP) stated on
MSNBC's Hardball show that she feared Obama's anti-
American views, and that anti-American members of
Congress should be investigated. Within the next six days
her DP challenger for the House seat, Ebwyn Tinklenberg,
raised §1.3m from 20,000 people, and the race is now a toss
up. Bachmann was criticized by Colin Powell, and the
National Republican Campaign Committee pulled funding
for her. Bachmann tried to deny the intent of her words, but
this rep may be history.™

Third Presideniial Debate — 15 Oclober

With regard to Obama's tax policy, McCain accused him of
"class warfare." On cutting the budget deficit, Obama said
that any spending increases had fo be matched with other
cuts; McCain came out for a spending frecze. McCain
criticized Obama for opposing the free trade agreement with
Colombia — the country is fighting drugs, Obama has never
been there, the issue is a "no braincr.” Obama countered that
in Colombia labour leaders are assassinated, with no
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prosecutions following; human rights and labour issucs must
be included in agreements. With regard to Supreme Court
nominees, McCain said there was no litmus test for nominees,
but Roe v. Wade was a bad decision, and policy should be
left to the states. Obama said women were in the best position
to make such a decision; there is a right to privacy in the
constitution, which is not subject to state referendum. On
cducation, Obama came out for increased early childhood
education, tuition help/eredit for return community service,
and better pay for teachers. McCain was for school choice
and competition.

Over the weekend Bush met with Sarkozy, the EU
Commission president, Paulson and Condoleczza Rice at
Camp David. McCain stated that Obama's economic stimulus
plan sounded a lot like socialism, and when questioned said
he did not know if Obama was a socialist. Palin said that
Obama and Biden are for higher taxes and spreading the
wealth — which sounds more like socialism. On Sunday the
19th, while appearing on Meet the Press. retived General
Colin Powell (Bush secrctary of state 2001-04) came out
with a surprise endorsement for Obama. One reason, he said,
was the importance of future Supreme Court nominees. He
said that Obama can inspirc, his campaign is inclusive, he
has rhetorical abilitics and substance; he was troubled by the
RP. the choice of Palin {not rcady to be president), and the
use of the Ayers/terrorist issue. The RP, he said, has moved
further to the right, and the choice of Palin indicated a further
shift in that direction, McCain was unsure as to how to deal
with economic problems,*

20-31 October

While some thaw was starting to be seen in the credit markets,
fears of a global recession led to stocks falling across the
world. Negative corporate earnings reports were revealed
for Wachovia, Boeing, Merck, and morc. Profits for many
companies would be further reduced over the next two years
lue to the cash needed to fully fund pension plans after market
losses. Treasury announced a new plan to buy mutual fund
CDs, bank notes and commercial paper. World leaders are
set to meet in DC on 15 November. Investors pulled money
out of Eastern Europe, Latin America and Asia; there was a
sell-oft of Russian shares. The IMF made a deal with Iccland,
and was in talks with Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus, Serbia,
Pakistan and Turkey. On the 23rd, amidst signs that a run
was beginning on hedge funds, NYU Professor Roubini
warned that hundreds wall fail, with investors dumping assets,
and necessitating the closurc of markets for a week or miore:
atmonth's end he predicted a period of 'stag-deflation.”” For
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decisions; and to execute them. Obama was right: the US
worked from the bottom up; under the RP the country had
seen the biggest redistribution of wealth (upward) since the
1920s. Obama's plans on the economy, education, health care
and energy were better than McCain's. During the campaign,
the two most important decisions were; the choice of vice-
president, and Biden was a greal one; and the reaction to the
financial crisis — Obama had talked to his advisors, talked to
Bill Chinton and his economic advisors, Hillary Clinton,
Warren Buffett and Paul Volker; Obama had said, 'tell me
the right thing to do,' not what would be popular. Clinton
said that the world is full of good people who can't turn good
idcas into real changes; Obama had run a great campaign, he
could execute decisions. Clinton warned that the country was
"hanging in the balance."™ As the week ended, Al Gore
campaigned in West Palm Beach and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
Obama headed to lowa, Indiana and Nevada.

A Few Days to Go
WiLh the economy remaining the number one issue of
concern, Obama being seen as more {ocused on issues
and better on that one, and voter turnout expected to be very
high, an Obama win is predicted. This year there are over
8.5 million new volers — comprising about 12% of total voters
in Nevada, 10% in Virginia, and 8% in Ohio and New
Mexico.”! Already the 30+ states that allow early voling are
seeing huge numbers show up. States that were formerly in
play are not so any more, with more turning to Obama.

Under the US system, the Electoral Cellege actually chooses
the president, not a direct plurality of votes. Lach state has a
cerfain number of electors, based on the total number of
senators (2) and reps (number based on state population);
states choose the electors before the election, and then all
meet on 13 December to vote; all but Maine and Nebraska
award electors on a winner-take-all basis. Of the 538 electors,
270 arc nceded to win, Thus, one sees the importance of
states such as California (55 electors), Texas (34) and New
York (31). As of 29 October, onc source cstimated that Obama
had secured 259 clectors (plus 52 leaning DP), McCain 142
(plus 15 leaning), with 85 a toss up; the toss up states were
Florida {27), North Carolina (15), Missouri(11), Indiana (11),
Georgia (15), and Montana (3). Of 10 polis taken between
23 and 29 October, the pro-Obama number ranged from 47
to 52%, with Obama's average lead being 49.7 to 43.8%.%
In addition o the toss up states listed above, watch for the
close races in Ohio (20), Virginia (13), Arizona (10), Colorado
(9), New Mexico {5). Nevada (35), and West Virginia (5}
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The results will start coming in as soon as the polls close on
the East Coast, sometime after 5:30 am Sri Lanka time on
the 5th. The next and final article will deal with these. Also
covered will be the Senate, where 1/3 of scats are up for
election {current 51-49 DP, with support of 2 Independents),
and the DP should gain at least five. Watch the races in
Minnesota (DP Al I'ranken challenging), New Hampshire
nunu may be defeated), North Carolina (RP
Elizabeth Dolc may lose her seat), Kentucky (RP minority
leader McConnell in a closc race), Oregon (RP Gordon Smith
may lose), New Mexico, Colorado, Mississippi, Georgia and
Alaska; in the latter, RP Sen. Ted Stevens, convicted this
week on seven felony counts for lying about $250,000 worth
of gifts, is set to lose to the DP mayor ot Anchorage, afier 40
years in office. In the House, all seats arc up for election,
with the DP likely to increase its lead by at least 20 {now
235-199). Eleven states are holding contests for governor
(current 28-22 DP advantage).

11
(23

The only question seems to be by how much Obama and the
DP will win: but even a foew days is a very long time, and a
lot of people are holding their breath. Me, too — matching
the enthusiasm 1 saw at ground level is a fear for the satety
of Obama, the realization that the Bush administration may
produce a foreign policy stunt, and a wariness about the
soundness of the polling system, especially in states with a
RP administration. However, if for any reason the results arc
scen to have been tampered with, watch for the real fireworks
to begin.

Notes

! Two good articles on McCain’s career are: Michael Tomasky,

-“Who Is John McCain?” nybooks.com, 12.6.08; and David D.

Kirkpatrick, “The Long Run: Taste of Senate Set Capt. McCain on
a New Path,” nytimes.com, 29.5.08. o

? Jonathan Weisman, “Candidates Begin to Show Where They
Might Be Vulnerable — Obama’s Switches: Flip-Flopping or
Pragmatism?’; and Los Angeles Times, “Pushing Labels.” Hartford
Courant, 30.6.08.

3 Frank Rich, “McCain’s McClellan Nightmare,” nytimes.comn,
1.6.08. '

“ Dan Balz and Michael D. Shear, “McCain Shakes up His Team,"
Hartford Courant, 3.7.08; Liz Sidoti. “Analysis: McCain Struggles
to Regain Footing,” 4P, 6.7.08; Adam Nagourney and Jim
Rutenbere, “Embracing a Free-Form Style, McCain Leads a Camp
Divided,” New York Times, 10.8.08.

* Foon Rhee, “To Aid Obama, Kerry Takes On an Old Foe,” Boston
Globe, 14.8.08.

¢ See: Alec MacGillis, "As Mavor of Wasilla, Palin Cut Own Duties,
Left Trail of Bad Blood," Hushington Post, 14.9.08; Amy Goldstein,
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THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2008 — Part 4

Obama - Time for the Issucs

Judy Waters Pasqualge

A s November began, with three days to go until the
clection, I was getting jittery; | was looking back at
October in relation to the last article, and ahcad to clection
day, and if there was anywhcre that T was not, it was in the
present. So, I called the US, secking reassurance. A high
school history teacher in Maryland had told me in June:
‘people are going to do what they did in 2006, despite what
any polls say, and quietly go into their polling booths and
vote anti-Republican, and this time in a really big way; it's
noteven close.' I knew he was right. The enthusiasm I'd secn
in the US was quite abnormal. There were issues at play —
health care, war, energy, civil liberties, the big Economy;
and, irony of'ironies, it was a Bush who, by pandering to the
far right and Christian fundamentalist factions. had brought
himself and his party into infamy, on a global scale. But my
Jitters were mirrored halfa world away: fears of assassination,
fears of vote rigging, especially in such states as Florida and
Ohio, fears about what the consequences of an Obama loss
might entail. For myself, T was looking at the almost daily
US incursions from Afghanistan into Pakistan — not to
mention the one into Syria, a scemingly pre-election
escalation, perhaps designed to promote an election-related
response. Stories were coming in about RP disinformation
and intimidation of voters — when thesc guys get desperate,
i's insane not to worry. Here in Sri Lanka, the election was a
key topic, with the same fears expressed of assassination and
rigging. All eyes were watching. Could Obama really win?

That pre-clection weekend the candidates kept up a frenzied
pace, visiting states where the race was close, making their
final appeals. McCain went from Virginia to Pennsylvania
and New Hampshire, and appeared on Satus ‘dery Night Live;
and on 3 November itself to Florida, Tennessce. Virginia,
Indiana, New Mexico, Nevada, Arizona and Pennsvlyania.
Palin was in Florida, Ohio, Missouri, Towa, Colorade and
Nevada. Obama went from lowa to Nevada, Colorado and
Missouri, then te Ohio for threc cvents on the 2nd, including
a Cleveland rally with Bruce Springstein (of "Born in the
USA" fame). On the 3rd he was in Florida, North Carolina
and Virginia. Biden was in Indiana. Ohio, Missouri, Ohio
again, and Pennsylvania. Obama was drawing the crowds,
urging people not to let up. McCain grew feisty, and both he
and Palin warned of the socialism an Obama win would bring,
Conscrvative pundits warned of a one-party state. News was
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coming in that in the 30 states that allow voting before
election day, turnout was heavy — already some 29 million
people had voted, about a third of the electorate.

The battleground states were still battlegrounds, and there
was no definitive moventent in the widely varying polls. A
review of 11 polls taken between 25 and 31 October showed
pro-Obama support in arange 0f 47 to 53%, with his average
lead 50.2-43.6%. By elcction day. 15 polls taken from 29
October to 3 November showed a pro-Obama range of 50 to
35%, with an average lead of 52.1-44.5%. At the end of
October it was estimated that 311 electoral college votes
would go to Obama, 132 to McCain, with 95 undecided (270
needed to win). By 2 November the estimate was 278 for
Obama, 132 for McCain, with 128 a toss up; the figures were
the same on election day. Three toss-up states were said to
be leaning to Obama: Tlorida, Virginia and Ohio; and six to
MeCain: North Carolina, Missouri, Indiana, Georgia.
Montana and Arizona.!

After a fow last minute trips to the store, I prepared to settle
in to a Wednesday of TV watching, and if Obama won [
would be ready to celebrate — not the expectation of big
change, regarding the current and unfolding economic
disaster or the totally self-interested US foreign policy — but
that an opening would remain for the prometion of a
progressive agenda; under a McCain/Palin administration,
possibly for cight years, a whole list of predictions were
certain: from fewer people with access to health care, to
increased inequality, and a climatc of demonizing that would
find many people labeled as traitors — an intensification of
the path sct by Bush and Chency. As the polls opened on the
East Coast on the 4th, and then across the country, in came
the reports: long lines, hours long, and awestruck volers who
had never seen anything like this before.2

The firstresult came in very early: in a small New Hampshire
town, which usually goes to Republicans, 100% of the 21
voters turned oul: Obama 15-6; it New Hampshire were to
go to Obama, the RP would be wiped out of New Lngland
(states to the north and cast of New York). By the close of
polls in Chicago, people were swarming to Grant Park, where
65,000 would be present at an Obama speech, with hundreds
of thousands more watching on screens outside,
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percentage differences may be so huge as to be indicative,
With this in mind, people’s conceptions echocd earlier polls:

75% thought the country was 'on the wrong track’; the same
percentage disapproved of the performance in office of Bush
and of Congress. 63% saw the economy as the main issue:
06% werc worried about paying for health care; 60% saw
importance in the selection of future Supreme Court
nominees. Some 60% thought Palin was not qualified to be
president.

By groups, Obama picked up the support from 95% of blacks
(13% ol electorate); 66% of Hispanics (61% in Arizona, 57%

in Florida); 78% of Jews; 66% of age group 18-29. Among

whites, 43% voted tor Obama, the highest tor the DP since
1976 (in 2004 Kerry got 41%). McCain won all white age
groups except for 18-29 (Obama 54%); white women (54%),
men (about 58%, Obama's 41% the largest since 1976); white
college grads (51%) and working class (59%); white
Independents werc split. So were the su burbs, with McCain
taking a slight rural advantage.”

Third Parties

A total of 51 parties ran candidates for president, sometimes
endorsing the same candidate.® There werce four main third
party contenders:

Ralph Nader, running under difTerent parties in 40 states,
received 672,195 votes (0.54% of lotal vote). A lawyer,
consumer advocate and diligent campaigner, Nader ran under
the Green Party in 2000 (2.7%). and supports issucs that the
DP won't touch: decreasing the military budget, single-payer
health insurance, the impeachment of Bush, public finance
of election campaigns. In 12 states he received 1% or more
of the vote: Arkansas, Alaska, Connecticut, Idaho. Maine,
Minnesota, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, South
Dakota, West Virginia and Wyoming. The high was in Maine

(1.48%). In 24 states he received between 0.5 and 0.99% of

the vote. Numbers wisc, he received the most votes in
California (81.437), followed by Pennsylvania (41.5
Ohio, New York, Michigan, Tlinois, Minnesota (all in thc
30,000s), Massachusetts and Florida (in the 20s).

Libertarian Party candidate Bob Barr, a former RP rep from
Georgia, received 496,809 votes (0.4%) in 47 statcs.
Libertarians support a reduced role for government, the
scparation of church and state, the free market and free trade.
abolishing taxes, ending corporate subsidics, right to own
guns: opposc alliances with and intervention in other
countries, conscription; support the individual's right to make

2
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A

decisions regarding abortion, sexual partners and the use of
illegal drugs. The party reccived more than 1% of the vote in
Indiana, and between 0.5 and 0.99% in eight states: Arizona.
Georgia, ldaho, Kansas, North Carolina. Texas, Utah and
Wyoming. Tn Texas it received 56,397 votes. followed by
California (51,529), Indiana, Georgia, North Carolina and
Michigan (all in the 20s).

The Constitution Party ran Baptist pastor and talk radio host
Charles Baldwin in 41 states, receiving 178,810 votes
(0.14%). The party believes life begins at coneeption, that a
family can only consist ot a man and wife; supports a federal
role only in what is specifically stated in the Constitution,
with the states (o decide the rest: a strong defense and gun
ownership; opposes foreign alliances, globalism and frec
frade. It received more than 1% in Montana (2.16%) and
Utah {1.26%), and from 0.5 to 0.99% in Idaho and South
Dakota.

Green Party candidate Cynthia McKinney, a lawyer and
former rep from Georgia, was on the ballot in 46 states,
receiving 145,488 votes (0.12%). The Green Party is for
ending the war. environmentalism, universal health carc. non-
violence, alternative energy. pro-labour policics; opposcs
corporate globalism. Percentage wisce it scored best in
Louisiana (0.47%), Maine (0. 4%) and West Virginia (0.33%).

Two of the above candidates may have had the greatest effect
in three states. In Indiana, an Obama win by 25,834 votes.
the Libertarian Party scored 29,188 (1.07%). in North
Carolina, an Obama win by 13,991, the Libertarians received
25,418 (0.6%). In Missouri, a McCain win by 5,861 votes,
Nader gained 17,772 (0.61%) and the Libertarians 11,354
(0.39%).

Other main third party contenders included: America's
Independent Party, with 36,084 votes (candidate Alan Keyes,
assistant secretary of state for international organizations
under Reagan, and then a media commentator; the party
believes in life from conception, the right to bear arms,
opposes the federal income tax); Ron Paul, with 19,858 (RP
Texas rep and party primary candidate); Socialist Workers
Party, running in 12 statcs and recciving 9,714 votes, under
Roger Calero and James Harris; Socialism and Liberation,
running Gloria Estela La Riva in 12 states, 7.377 votes; and
the Socialist Party USA, running Brian Mome in 14 states,
for 6,545 votes.
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State Referendums

There were 133 measures up [or vote in various states. In
A scveral, people approved the state floating bonds in order
to raise money for special projects (as opposed to raising
taxes)."” With regard to abortion: Scuth Dakota narrowly
rejected a ban except in cases of rape, incest and mother's
health: Colorado rejected by 3-1 the definition of life as
beginning at conception; and California rejected parcntal
notification for minors. California approved the definition
of marriage as between a man and woman only (52-48%).
wo states banned gay marriage: Arizona and Florida, joining
26 states. Arkansas banned unmarried couples from adopting
or fostering children. Washington passed physician-assisted
suicide (joining Oregon). Massachusetts decriminalized the
possession of small amounts of marijuana; Michigan
approved its use for medical purposes (joining 12 states).
Nebraska baoncd gender or race-based affirmative action in
government employment, contracting and education.

MeCain and Obama Address the Nation

As the Obama win became clear, McCain supporters,
gathering in a hall in Phoenix for his speech, became
subdued, turned off the TV showing results, and listened to
live bands. Atabout 10 pm, East Coast time, McCain arrived.
After the very negative tone of his campaign and criticism
ol i, McCain had a lot of ground to cover if he wanted to
redecm a positive image. He began by saying that the
American people "have spoken clearly," and he had called
Obama. When the crowd started booing, McCain hushed
them up. He respected Obama for his ability and
perseverance: and admired and commended him for inspiring
hopes in people who felt they had "little at stake or little
intluence." He referrcd to old injustices, and the "cruel and
trightful bigotry." The crowd applauded. McCain pledged to
help Obama lead the country through the present challenges.
He urged everyone to offer Obama their "good will and
earnest effort," to come together and find compromises. He
took the blame for his failed campaign (to cries of 'No!’). He
thanked his supporters, family, Sarah Palin ("an impressive
new voice" in the party), and his campaign organization.”

After the speech, CNN showed live shots of people
celebrating in front of the White House, in Times Square — it
looked like New Year's Lve. Then, close to midnight, Obama
appeared at Grant Park in Chicago. He began by saying that
tonight has provided an answer to those who doubted that in
the US all things were possible, that the dreams of the
[ounders arc alive, and the power of US democracy, People
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had provided the answer because they believed that "this time
must be different"; it was an answer by young and old, rich
and poor, Democrat and Republican, black, white, Hispanic,
Asian, Native Americans, gay. straight, disabled and not
disabled. The answer had Jed people. who for so long were
cynical, fearful and doubtful, to "put their hands on the arc
of history and bend it once more {oward the hope of a better
day.” He referred to an "extraordinarily gracious” call from
MeCain. and the people clapped. The US was "better off for
the service rendered by this brave and selfless leader." Obama
thanked Joe Biden, Michelle Obama, his children and
grandmother, sisters and other family, campaign manger
David Plouffe, chief strategist David Axelrod and. the
campaign team. But, he said, the victory belenged (o the
supporters and voters. It was a campaign built by "working
men and women" who had contributed; it drew strength from
vouth "who rejected the myth of their generation's apathy,”
and [rom canvassers and volunteers. This had not been done
to win an clection, or for Obama, but because of the huge
task ahcad, challenges that arc the "greatest in our lifctime —
two wars, a planct n peril, the worst financial crisis in a
century.” People were in the forces in Irag and Afghanistan,
parents were worried about their mortgages, health bills and
money for children's college education. It would be a long
road — new energy, jobs, schools, threats to meet, alliances
to repair, but "we will get there.” The crowd chanted, 'Yes
We Can.' This would be done as it has always been done:
"block by block, brick by brick, calloused hand by callouscd
hand.” The election victory was a chance for change. but it
worn't happen without a "new spirit of service, a new spirit of
sacrifice.” "... il this financial crisis taught us anything, it's
that we cannot have a thriving Wall Strect while Main Street
suffers.” While the election has been won, people must have
the "humility and determination to heal the divides that have
held back our progress.” The crowd cheered. To those who
did not vote for Obama: "I hear your voices. 1 need your
help. And T will be your president, too." To those abroad,
"from parhaments and palaces. to those who are huddled
around radios in the forgotten comers ot the world, our stories
are singular, but our destiny is shared, and a new dawn of
American leadership is at hand." "To those who would tear
the world down: We will defeat vou." The strength of the US
comes not trom arms and wealth, but the ideals of democracy,
liberty, opportunity and unyielding hope. Obama then related
the story of a 106-year-old black woman, a story worthwhile
quoting as it indicates Obama's oratory ability:

"She was born just a generation past slavery: a time when
there were no cars on the road or planes in the sky; when
someone like her couldn't vote for two reasons — because
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‘MeCain agreed to public financing for the period from
September, and there is no doubt that money affected results.
Obama should now make a priority of getting influence via
moncy out of all national campaigns — there is no legitimate
reason to oppose public financing; he should be the last
candidate to benefit from the present corrupt system. In
addition, it is time that the US government — president and
Congress — established a national voting system for national-
level offices. With so many systems in place, even within
states, people have lost faith in the integrity of the ballot.
Delay in action on this will belie good words about change
and democracy.

The second issue here is the use of opm'on survey resear ch
or polling. While some practitioners do realize the limitations,
opinion polls are used by individuals, groups and the media
to push agendas —to change public opinion, and not to reflect
it. In its perbaps worst form, polling can be used to create
and reinforce negative storcotypes. Tt was seen this year that
polling results were used to give an image of close races: in
Hillary Clinton's attempt to catch up to Obama, and in
McCain's 'narrowing' of the gap with Obama. Results were
also used Lo make crroneous predictions: that supporters of a
defeated Clinton would turn to MeCain; and that women
supporters of Clinton would turn to Sarah Palin. The

pervasiveness of these images, here in Sri Lanka also. was

truly amazing. Itis known that poll results differ depending
~on who is asking the question. For cxample, a question

regarding preference for Obama or McCain finds different
results it the questioner is CNN or Fox. There is also the
problem of the many people who refuse to be polled, and a
new problem of polls that do not call ecll phones in addition
to homes. A long-recognized problem concerns the widely
varying results depending on how a question is worded. And
[inally, the presentation of results without mention of the
built-in margin of crror is simply misleading, but this is
usually what happens. A poll that comes out 50-46%, with a
margin of error of 3%, may actually mean a result of 47-49.
or 48-48, or 49-47 ... With the spread of survey rescarch the
problem is going global, untortunately to be seen in Sri Lanka
also. Priority should be given to avoid use of this method for
propaganda purposes.

With the global economic situation today, we cannot afford
to wallow in stereotypes to the preclusion of issues. The
situation in the US is bad, worse than reported or imagined.
and the effcets of what has been made in the US are spreading
worldwide. Every day there is evidence; one recent statistic
Jumps to mind: in the US. $2 trillion of value has been lost in
people's retirement accounts {which had been invested in the
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stock market or in bad bonds) — that's one half of value. ™
Out of this cconomic crisis. no doubt, will come a positive
conseguenee in the decrease in US financial power, but the
world 1s in for a long period of greater suffering, and not just
for people in the US.

In such a situation il is certain that sections of the far right.
including religious fundamentalists and white supremacists,
will find more support. Already, this year has illustrated the
split in the RP and conservative movement, mirrored in the
MeCain campaign organization. Old sides are no longer
clear.'?

And it is time to realize that the promotion of old stereotypes
will only serve to strengthen the right. In this context, and
with regard to the US, it is time to discard the myth of the
‘apathetic’ voter, of apathy as the only reason why people do
not vote — voiced by some people while also deriding the
similarity between the DP and RP! It is also time to reject
the derogatory images of pcople from various regions in the
US — one example I heard here comes to mind: a sneering
refercnce to a progressive as a 'white man from the Midwest.

And it is also time to discard the language of skin colour

itself, along with identification by only ethnicity or religion.

| have alrcady heard it said that Obama's win was due to the
minority vote — this is partly true, but generally wrong. If
Obama had lost, no doubt the blame would have been puton
white racism — again, partly true, but gencrally wrong. Thus
do the demonizers perfect the use of the Catch-22. And, since
I have an audience now. I'll use it to make a plea to the citizens
of Sri Lanka, to rcject the stercotype of forcigners as
representing the views of their governments or a country's
policies, or their agendas of dominance and interference. And,

reject the stereotype of certain forcign women. And, reject
the corresponding language of hate, too often used to
marginalize the foreigner in public gatherings.

As itstands, Obama now has a great opportunity to talk about
the issues, the choices and the limitations — to dircetly address
the US public. For this to happen, however, he must, and
unlike the normal DP and RP elite — including the Clintons,
see people as being ready to listen and able to understand.
We will sce how elitist Obama really is, or is not. While the
election of an African American president is an achievement
of both Obama and the US electorate — one that | thought |
would never see in my lifetime, and over which I have cried
— this is not what is most important, Rather, for now. the
political space has been left open, and opened a little morc.
If, however, the US president and Congress continue the

. policy of the permanent war cconomy to achieve US
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A WALL COMES TUMBLING DOWN

Devancsan Nesiah

The US presidential election held the attention of many of
us for several months, Its sequential structure and the
capacity of the American media to dramatize the unfolding of
that sequence is only a part of the explanation. More than any
other contest, the outcome of a US presidential election is of
global concern. This year the stakes were particularly high.

The victory of Barack Obama signals the breach of a major
barricr impeding the emancipation of Afro-Americans. An early
sign post in that long march was the following inspiring clause
n the American Declaration of Independence (1776):

We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are
created equal; that they arc endowed by their creator
with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to sccure these
rights governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just power from the consent of the governed,

But that inspiring sign post was not intended to define the status
_ of all American men nor of American women. It was the
Constitution to which the Declaration was attached that had
the force of law and which reflected the will of the founding
[athers and the US Congress. The term “men’ in the Declaration
covered only a fraction of the population; all women and all
non-whites were cxcluded. Even among white men, the poor,
illiterate and semi-literate were denied voting rights. The US
political establishment was while, upper class, male and slave
owning; the Constitution was carefully drafted to ensure that
it would continue to be so.

The first salient steps in the long process of cmancipation of
Afro-Americans was President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg
address of 1863 setting out his vision of ‘a new nation
conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal,’ and his proclamation declaring all
slaves in the Confederate states to be [ree. These were made
tangible by way of the 13" Amendment of 1865 forbidding
slavery, the Civil Rights Act of 1866 making the practice of
slavery a criminal offence and extending citizenship rights to
those freed from slavery and, most important, the 14%
Amendment ol 1868 incorporating the equal protection and
duc process clauses. Tt was only in 1870 that Afro-Americans
gained voting rights, reaching the apex of what was termed
- the Reconstruction.

In the meantime Abraham Lincoln had been assassinated and
the fate of many of the hard won rights of Afro-Americans
was uncertain. Oppressive black codes and Jim Crow laws
were formulated and enforced in many states. The presidential
clection of 1876 sealed the fate of the Reconstruction. LS
whites were willing 1o abandon slavery but not yet ready to
accept desegregation and inter-racial cquality. Though the 139
and 14" Amendments and the Civil Rights Act were not
repealed, they were blatantly disrcgarded by the executive,
judiciary and various state legislatures. In many states racial
segregation was not mercly tolerated bul prescribed by law.
The principle of ‘separate but cqual’ was consistently upheld
by the Supreme Court notably in the majority ruling in Plessy
v Ferguson (1896) which includes the following formulation
justifying laws prescribing segregation:

The State legislation may properly have concluded that
the laws would preserve the public peace and good order
... The Constitution can act to equate the civil rights of
the two races but cannot alfect their social standing,

In this case, Justice Harlan, in his courageous and prophetic
dissenting judgment, exposed the racism underlying both the
state law prescribing scgregation and the majority judgement
of the Supreme Court:

... in the view of the Constitution, in the eye of the law,
there is in this country no superior, dominant, ruling
class of citizens. There is no caste here. Qur Constitution
is colour blind ... In my opinion, the judgment this day
will, in time, prove to be quite as pernicious as the
decisions made by the tribunal in the Dred Scort case
[that] the descendants of Africans who were imported
into this country and sold as slaves, were not included
or intended to be included under the word “cilizens’ in
the Constitution; ... the thin disguise of ‘equal’
accommodation for passengers in rail road coaches
will not mislead anyone, nor atone for the wrong this
day done ...

There was little progress till a decade after World War 11, but
the changes thereafter came in quick succession. Several
barriers to Afro-American emancipation were successfully
breached in the third Guarter of the 20™ century by the American
civil rights movement led by Martin Luther King and many
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WORLD ECONOMIC CRISIS:
IMPLICATIONS FOR SRI LANKA

G. Chris Rodrigo

€ rises are an integral part of the cvolution of market
- economics. All major industrial economies of the world
have gone through periodic financial eriscs which from time
to time turned into more generalized economic crises. Yer
the current erisis is universally recognized as different, on a
scale that 1s comparable only 10 the global hreakdown of
production and trade i the 19305, a ORCE=-T-0-CEIury. e Verl,
While many people in Sri Lanka are concerned about the
effects of the global eredit crunch in depressing prices and

demand for our exports, the greater danger that lies ahead -

appears to be less well appreciated. -

The overriding concern for people in Sri Lanka is the question
of how the unfolding world cconomic crisis will affect the
Sri Lankan cconmnj-'. It is difficult to give a definite answer
since the depth and scope of the world crisis is still not clear.

The conscnsus view among informed observers worldwide

is that the current breakdown has the potential to develop
into a worldwide depression on the scale of the 19305 Great
Depression (GD). That GD was triggered by the Wall Street
crash of 1929, but had other causal drivers besides a collapse
of confidence in the integrity of the financial systom.

The hope is that now since leading cconomic policymakers
know much more about the mechanics of crises and the
various errors of omission and commission made in the 1930s
GD, they would be able to substantially mitigate the adverse
impact and 1ts persistence in time. Towards that end, the
governments of the major industrial countries along with
China and India are working in concert to stave off the worst
effects of the crisis and restore stability in the international
financial system.

It is important to emphasize, however, that no”amount of
coordinated aciion can guarantee that the world will not slide
into a depression, though it seems unlikely that it would last
as long as the first G which ended only with the onset of
the Second World War in 1939, The best case scenario is a
worldwide recession lasting a couple of years. In the likeliest
waorst case, it may extend over a period of about five years.
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The smooth tlow of finance is necessary for the "rcal
cconemy” of production and consumption to function
smoothly. Financial flows are volatile and unstable since these
arc largely determined by price movements of financial assets
(stocks, bonds, etc.) that arc driven by market psychology.
Assct prices can inflate way bevond real rates of growth,
thereby creating asset pricc bubbles. Bubbles inevitably
collapse at some point resulting in runs on banks that are
over-exposcd Lo such assets, which leads fo the freezing up
of credit for all cconomic activity which in turn leads to
curtailment of production, consumption and trade which
results in Job losses and corporate bankrupteies. This winding
down of cconomic activity generates a reccssion or amplitics
a recessionary trend, which spills over into trading pariners
through reduced demand for exports. Many countries are now
caught up in this descending spiral of generalized recession
of production and trade which in turn generates job losses
and corporate bankruplcies. ;

Much of the action taken so far in the US and other indusirial

countrics has been dirccted towards restoring confidence in -

the financial system, 5o as to prevent a winding down of the
real economy in the longer run. Measures taken so far appear
inadequate, since [inancial instability has not cased in the
West or the East. In theory, financial market integrity could
be lixed relatively quickly by taking over the international
tinancial system by a consortium of major industrial country
governments and operating it like a “global public good,” or
more correctly, a global public service. In fact, some small
steps in this dircetion are being taken already. What is holding
back such a measure is of course the prevailing ideology of
the desirability of minimal state interference in the operation
of markets. In the end, it may well lcad to this outcome since
the alternative of descent into a global depression is too awtiul
to accept. To save the real cconomy, it may become necessary
to tightly regulate the international financial system. This
will not eliminate capitalism, but it will constitute a radically
new stage in the historic evolution of the capitalist system.
The first question is how the nature of the present global
crisis is to be apprehended. There is scant empirical material
to guide predictions and there is no universally accepted
theory. Much of theory in cconomics is based on equilibrium
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consequence since they were confined within smaller
geographic regions and these regional economics were not
too tightly bound together, cven in the continental US. By
1929 the world economy was much more closely integrated
following a waye of major technological changes in the US
and Germany, the advance of British and I'rench imperialism
across the world and rapid growth in world trade and cross-
border investment. But integration had come about in a
mostly ad hoc fashion with weak institutional support for
trade, investment and (inancial flows. This structure was rent
apart by the financial crisis in the US following the 1929
crash and rebuill with greater care following the Second
World War.

The present situation and likely outcomes

The world economy is very substantially different today from
what it was in the early 20" century and governments now
have more capability and understanding to deal with major
crises. On the negative side financial flows are relatively
larger, more complex and constitute a greater threat.

» The productive base is enormously stronger and
technologically much more advanced, especially in the
developing or “emerging’ regions of the world. -

*  The world economy is much more spread-out, possibly
even more resilient with a large role played by strong
emergent cconomies like China, India and Brazil. In other
words, the relative role of the US economy in the world
is smaller in quantitative terms. Most importantly, the
s'o-caIIed'-developing world has been growing very
strongly over the last two decades or so and has the
capacity to expand its domcstic markets very
substantially and upgrade production technologies which
could create cxira demand for capital goods from the
advanced countries. Hence demand does not have to
collapse all round as it did in the first GD. But, again,
this is not going to happen automatically, but only in
response to carefully coordinated action by all.

= Economic policymakers know a lot more about how
destabilizing macroeconomic forces work. as a result of
the lessons of the GD of the 1930s, though argnably not
enough. Hence it is likely that they will aveid some of
the crasser mistakes of the previous event such as letting
too many banks fail which severely constricted the
money supply and thercby exacerbated the credit crunch
on the productive economy.

* The GD of the 1930s was totally unexpected by the

- policymakers of that time, who thought that it would
automatically resolve itself faitly quickly like minor
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criscs. Therefore, governments did nothing for many
years. Today, that situation has changed. Governments
ofall major industrial nations have acted very quickly to
stave off bank failures, guarantee deposits and even take
over failing banks and other failing financial institutions
to limit the damage. Policymakers are awarc of the
likelihood of a catastroplie. Moreover, all governments
have acted in close coordination. with cven the Chinese
recognizing that they have much to loose from a GD-
style breakdown, !

«  On the negative side, financial markets and flows are
relatively larger and more integrated throughout the
world. Given the deregulation of financial markets over
the last two decades in the US and elsewhere, they
constitute a greater source of instability. In fact, the
current crisis began with the collapse of the US housing
bubble which was financed through sub-prime loans that
were securitized and sold throughout the world,

As a result of all of the abovc, it is not likely that the long-

~ drawn out resolution of the 19305 GD will be repeated this

time. In gencral, it is a fair claim that history never repeats
ils events cxactly. Yet there are major weaknesses to address,
not least the collapse of confidence in the financial system
and the capability of the leaders of finance. These weaknesses
will take many years to address, though of course the warld
ceonomy could continug to expand at a reasonable rate well
before all the issues are settled, The likely best scenario is
about two years to return to some form of stability. The worst
case would extend this to perhaps five years. But these arc
guesstimates at best and there are troubling issues which
could overturn such expectations. These problems derive
from underlying imbalances driving the origin and
propagation of economic crises.

Likely effects on Sri Lanka
The present globa! crisis is hitting Sri Lanka — and South

Asia in gencral —at a time when the region is already suttering
{rom adverse movements in the terms-of-trade, i.c. a decline

in the price of exports relative to the price of imports. These

countries have already made major adjustments. but the
adverse impact — rising mflation, worsening trade and f1scal
deficits and slowing growth rates — has been severe. Sri
Lanka’s high fiscal deficit — around 7% in 2007 — has risen
cven [urther in 2008. Inflation is running at 25%, the highest
rate in South Asia, driven mainly by food and fucl prices and
the budget deficit driven by cxlraordinary military
expenditure, '
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crisis. The main underlying problem is the existence of an
anarchic global financial system that is relatively free of
regulation. Called the New Financial Architecture (NFA), it
consists of a globally intcgrated system of giant bank
conglomerates and a *shadow banking svstem® of investment
banks, hedge funds and bank-created Special Tnvestment
Vehicles (S1V). By engaging in high-risk activitics and
dealing in complex sceuritics that werc not well understood.
the NFA has generated a series of erises that have now led to
this global breakdown in financial stability.

The NFA had cvolved partly in response to the cver-rising
size and complexity of the real world cconomy. But it was
also a child of the recent turn to neo-liberal theology of the
ommipotence of 'frec markets.! Many leading coconomists.
such as Tobin and Stiglitz, had argued for the need to closely
regulate financial markets, especially after criscs such as the
Asian crisis of 1997-98. Now the urgent and immediate necd
to restore the tegrity of the financial system will bring about
extensive governmental control well bevond those called for
earlicr by the most ardent regulation advocates.

[n a very general sense the global crisis indicates that the
global system of production, trade and tinance has outerown
its existing institutional structure of relatively light and
autonomous oversight by a system of nation states. There is

an urgent need 1o set up an international system of integrated
regulation over the globalized and integrated financial
system, just as in the past a national state was needed to

- regulate an integrated national economy. Unfortunately, the

policy responses so far all far short of this target, but as half:
hearted measures fail to arrest the decline, the chances are
that the system of industrial nations will be compelled o
move further in that direction. It may even becomc necessary
to take over the entire global financial system under the
control ol a supra-national consortium and run it like a 'global
public service.

Whatever happens internationally, the demands on Sri Lankan
policymakers arc urgent and very serious. Though the country
is relatively immune from dircet [inancial effects, the fall
off in export earnings will continue to grow as the recession
spreads. Growth rates will fall on account of a combination
of reduced exports and fiscal tightening, This is hitting the
country when it alrcady has large fiscal and current account
deficits and has very little room for manocuvre. There is an
urgent need Lo cut government spending and promote srowth.
The government has to look to increased external assistance,
especially to finance more infrastructure investment. The
country has to also urgently develop new external markets
in India, China and other strong emerging economics to
partially compensate for losses in traditional markets i
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how to change identities for a peaceful future indicates that
the latter is too difficult or takes too Jong. All these approaches
invariably lead to deep pessimism about peace in situations
of cthnic conflict. o

While the explanation that Tamils and Sinhalesc are
enmeshed in a conflict over ethnic identity and material
resources may continue to have relevance, it is becoming
less and less plausible today as the only explanation for Sri
Lanka’s intractable conflict, or for that matter many others,
as well. Most Tamils and Sinhalese desire an end (o the war.
Many of them have come to realize - whether enthusiastica Ly
or reluctantly — that a solution to the conflict will requirc the
central government dominated by the Sinhalese to share
political power with other ethnic groups, particularly the
Tamils. Whatever the various solutions proffered. they will
invariably converge on some form of foederalism, in fact, it
not in name. Except for extreme Sinhalese who want to
centralize all power in Colombo and deny the presence of an
ethnic conflict, and extreme Tamils who want a separate state
on the grounds that the only conflict is ethnic, the majority
of the people in Sri Lanka are likely to accept such a solution.
But if that were the case, why haven’twe arrived ata solution.
This is where reasonable differences come in.

Reasonable differences can cause conilict

Even many Sinhalcse who are critical of power-sharing
A_~arc less concerned that it will give more rights to Tamils
than they descrve, than that it will enable the Tigers to
consolidate their power and cstablish a separate Tamil
authoritarian state. Similarly, many Tamils who are wary of
sharing power in a single state arc less concerned about living
among Sinhalese and more concerned that the state will
actually implement its promises in the absence of the armed
leverage of the Tamil Tigers. This reasonable difference caa
cven lead to advocacy of war, belying the common
association of those who seek peace with those who are
reasonable.

For example, therc are many who distrust the Sri Lankan
state so much that they advocate violence as.a way of
pressuring the state to come to a solution that is just by Tamils.
These people, mamnly Tamils, but also members of other
cthnic groups, do not necessarily believe the Tigers are decent
freedom fighters. On the contrary, they condemn and even
oppose its excesses. But they fear that only violence against
the state, or the threat of it, can lead to a political solution
where powcr is sharcd and that is subscquently implemented.
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Similarly, therc are those who advocate military violence
aganst the Tamil Tigers. These are Sri Lankans, primarily
Sinhala. but also members of other ethnic groups, who feel
that the Tamil Tigers are only interested in consolidating their

own power and not interested in a political solution for the

Tamil people. They belicve that as long as the Tamil Tigers
are present a peaceful solution will not be possible. The Sri
Lankans who advocale these positions are not opposed to a
just solution that treats members of all communities as equals.
So it would be a mistake to simply view them as chauvinists,
although many do so.

These two political positions —exerting military pressure on
the Tigers or on the Sri Lankan state for a just solution —
may appear in the heat of war to be on opposite sides of the
political divide. But they are ideologically closer to cach other
and desire the same political solution, than those who may
share their views aboul militarily [ighting the other side.

Unfortunately, because reasonable differcnces are rarcly
acknowledged in ethnic conflicts, we do not look for ways
to reduce their adverse impact on finding a solution. This
also leads us to more pessimistic views about the prospects
for pcace. By contrast, identifying reasonable diffcrences
offers a morc optimistic alternative by showing how
contemporary identities that lead to conflict may also be
compatible with just and stable solutions, for which
institutions can be designed. Taking these reasonablc
differences into account can help design a peace process that
mitigates the role they can play in exacerbating conflict. Part
of the challenge of identifving these reasonable differences
in an ethnic conflict is that there arc two other conflicts that
complicate it further,

Armed Conflict

Addressing the ethnic conflict is complicated by the
X armed conflict between the Tamil Tigers and the Sri
Lankan state. Although the armed conflict is generally viewed
as stemming from the cthnic conflict, it is also distinet in
character, Stales claim a monopoly over the legitimate use
of force in a given territory, So any state will repress those
who seek to oppose it by force. It matters little to the state
that those who oppose it do so on the basis of democracy,
cthnicity, class or regionalism. And when it comes to
suppressing an armed rebellion, it matters little whether the
state is capitalist or socialist, authoritarian or democratic.
All states have acted with varying degrees of violence and
repression in stemming armed rebellions, So also have rehel
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element of the contlict or that ordinary people often
experience the violence as ethnic. It is simply that failing to
take the other two clements of the conflict — the armed and
the political power — into account and seeing how they are
inter-related, can lead to a mistaken view of what the conflict
is and can befuddle cfforts to resolve it.

How do you resolve ethnic conflict?

he toughest pait in resolving contlicts, in gencral, and

ethnic ones in particular, is less about finding the correct
solution, or even agreeing on what it ought to be, but actually
getting to a situation of peace from one of war, For example,
i the case of Sri Lanka there is litile doubt that the political
solution will be federal in nature, if not in name. Similarly,
in December 2002 the Tamil Tigers and the then government
of Sri Lanka agreed “to explore a federal solution.” Now,
clearly agreeing to explore is not the same as actually agreeing

to such a solution, but the key point is the common

understanding that any future solution to the ethnic conflict
will be along these lines. The challenge we face lics less in
intellectually figuring out what the solution should be. but
in actually getting there politically. And these challenges can
be betier understood once we get beyond the broad goals
such as reducing levels of violence and protecting rights, to
actually seeking to implement these goals through practical
mechanisms.

In 5ri Lanka, as in many other situations, a solution requires
that we move from a situation of violent polarization to one
of peaceful co-cxistence. And this usually entails doing the
following — reducing violence, protecting human rights,
working out a political solution and reconstructing the war-
atfected areas.

Ceasefires are not always helpful to peace

negotiations
C casclires are an integral part of all peace processes. How
and when docs a ceasefire help negotiate an end to
violence, and how and when does it hinder such a procoss?
While most mediators work to securc a ceasefirc prior to
political nepotiations, they often find the ceasefire becomes
the focus of the talks, rather than the political settlement itself,
Mediators involved in resolving a conflict usually make an
cffort Lo secure a ceasefire agreement between the two partics

before they do anything clse. The implicit assumption is that

a ceasefire will be helpful both in humanitarian terms as well
as in political terms.
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_ In humanitarian terms, ccasefires lessen the daily pain and

suffering caused by war. They allow people to go about their
daily lives without fear and anxiety. They create a climate
that enables freer travel between areas, the movement of
goods to markets, and the transportation of the injured. the
infirm and the old for medical treatment. No one disagrees
that no war is better than war from a humanitarian.
perspective. Obviously people prefer the peace and the right
to go about their daily fife without hindrance over the pain
and suffering that inevitably accompany war. This is truc
even when the respites from war are only temporary, since a
temporary respite from war is better than no respite.

In political terms as well, ccasefires are considered to be
helpful. The assumption is that ceasefires can contribute o a
positive climate for negotiations by improving the lives of
civilians and building trust between the two parties. In
addition, a ceascfire, it is believed, helps insulate political
negotiations from military fighting, and move the
negotiations away [rom pressing military and humanitarian
coneerns to longer-term political oncs. So many cfforts to
resolve conflict begin with mediators working out a ceasefire
and proceeding to monitor partics’ compliance with it.

But the humanitarian and political desirability of ceasclires
is not that clear cut, and in many cases can actually lead to
the opposile —more adverse humanitarian consequences and
less trust. For example, ceasefires can contributc to temporary
respites that allow parties to re-arm and regroup and begin
another phase of conflict with greater intensity, rather than
lo engage in political talks. Respites from war that lead to
ntensified fighting may not be desirable on humanitarian
grounds if the subsequent conflict results in even greater pain,
sulfering and loss of life. Furthermore, a ceasetire that enables
parties to attack minoritics or suppress dissenting political
opinion within their own communities can also vitiate the
humanitarian arguments in favour of it. All of these factors
have had a perverse effcct on ceasefires in Sri Lanka— where
children have been recruited, dissidents killed, and minorities

expelled during ceasefires, and more intense fighting has

broken out afler they have cnded.

Ceasefires can also have a perverse impact on a peace process
because they are not isolated military decisions to ccase
[ighting that take place outside ofa political context. Instead,
i most conflicts ceaselires are expressly political decisions
made in the context of political jockeying for power. When
ncgotiations and ceasefires arc linked, it is common to find
the relative military strengths of the two conflicting parties
on the ground affecting their decisions whether or not to
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support a ceaselire, The party that is militarily gaining ground
is unlikely to favour a ceasefire and vice versa. Under these
circumstances, for a ceaselire to lead to viable negotiations,
the two parties must not only be in a strategic stalemate but
also a tactical one. They must feel that neither side is likely
to win the war in the long term, and that ncither side can
gain a tactical advantage in the short term that will strengthen
its bargaining position at the negotiating table.

Ceaselires can also hinder progress in political negotiations,
because parties will. in the absence of clarity about a
permanent settlement, prepare themselves for a possible
outbreak of contlict. This preparation can lead to mncreased
suspicion among belligerents, and lead them to focus efforts
on addressing ceaselire violations, rather than political
problems. Ceasefires can also reduce the political pressure
on partics to a conflict to work out a settlement. Fially, when
ceasefires are a precondition for political talks, any violations,
however small, can lead to parties dissipating political focus
and effort on maintaining & ceaselire rather than proceeding
towards tackling the longer-term political causes of the
conflict. This can not only delay a solution, but ulso lead to
the erosion of trust and goodwill.

This suggests that mediators/peacemakers ought o resist the
instinct lo negotiate a ceascfire prior to political talks. Instead,
making efforts to de-escalate a contlict with steps to improve
the humanitarian situation, rather than a ceasefire, may
contribule to a more stable peace process. Several peace
processes - such as the Salvadoran one mediated by Alvaro
de Soto. and the Aceh process mediated by Martti Ahtisaari
—did not nclude a ceaselire,

Conflict resolution and human rights do not always
¢o together

[ e generally expect and would like good things to go
together. When conflict breaks out, human rights
violations invariably take place. So we hope the oppositc is
true — i.e., when we protect human rights, we can contribute
to ending armed conflict. While this may be the case in many
situations it is not always so. In my expericnee observing Sri
Lanka’s conflict closely, as well as studying a number of
other violent conflicts, cfforts to protect human right do not
always contribute 1o cfforts to promote peace. Sometimes

these efforts can come into tension with each other in practice.

First the good news, strengthenig human rights can be good
for resolving conflict, Human rights can contribute to the
long-term stability ofa socicty. It can help identity causes of
contlict and potential mechanisms for its resolution. It can
protect bridge builders between communitics in a divided
society. It can provide a neutral standpoini for addressing
contentious issucs, and it can generate international support
for a peace process.

But strengthening human rights can sometimes be in tension
with resolving conflict. This is particularly true at the initial
phascs of a peace process. Raising human rights violations
with belligerents can reduce trust in a mediator. For example.
the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lankan government today are
accused of widespread human rights violations. Indeed. they
arc also probably guilty of most of these accusations.
Nevertheless, unless one or the other is decisively defeated.
it s hard to imagine a serious peace process that does not
involve these two parties. But is also cqually hard to imagine
these two parties entering a peace process, if the first issue
raised 1s their violations of human rights, because this is
bound to make them anxious that they will have to face some
form of justice and make them skittish about entering a
scrious process of peace. Similarly, they will see protection
for human rights as reducing their control over populations.
And finally they may be anxious about the prospect ol being
prosecuted for war crimes. While these tensions between
resolving conflict and promoting human rights exist, they
are not inevitable and can be reduced through institutional
desien and political skill.

These lessons can be summarized. Ethnic confliets are not
only about cthaicity. They are also about political parties
seeking power and armed entities confronting each other
militarily — whe are not necessarily divided neatly along
ethnic lines. Starting with a ceasefire may not be the best
way to resolve cthnic conflicts, even il this might give you a

temporary respitc from the armed conflict. Protecting human

rights may not always help with promoting peace, though
such tensions can be reduced with political shrewdncess and
strategic design. These lessons | believe are true not only for
Sri Lanka, but for many countries struggling to go from a
situation of war to one of peace. E

Digitized by Noolahanpigaffation.
n_oolaham.org | aavanaham.org



100" BIRTHDAY OF CAROLINE ANTHONY PILLAI
THE LIONESS OF BORALUGODA

Charles Wesley Ervin

n 8 October Caroline Anthony Pillai, the last living

link to the early socialist movement in Sri Lanka, will
turn 100. Caroline and her family have much to celebrate.
She was a pioneer in many ways. Drawn into politics by
her fiery elder brothers, Philip and Robert Gunawardena,
she participated in the nascent Ceylonese nationalist
movement of the early thirties and helped launch ihe Ldnlca
Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) in 1933,
- During the Second World War,
Caroline worked in an underground
Trotskyist party in India along with
her husband, §.C.C. Anthony Pillai.
In 1947 she led a 100-day textile
strike in Madras that became a
landmark labor battle in India. After
Independence, she and her husband
remained in India to help build the
left wing of the §0ciali&;t movement.
With her support S.C.C. Anthony
Pillai became a trade-union and
parliamentary leader with national
slature. It was only after he died in
2000 that Caroline finally returncd
to her native land. She lives with her
family in Boralugoda, close to the
ancestral horme where she spent her
happy childhood.

Formative Years

D ona Caroline Rupasinghe Gunawardena was born
on 8 October 1908 in rural Boralugoda in the
Avissawela District. Her father, Don Jakolis Rupasinghe

-Gunawardena, was a prosperous landowner who served the

British colonial government as the village ralahamy
(hcadman) and vidane arachchi (local police officer). The
local folk defcrentially called him “Boralugoda Ralahamy.”
He gave all s children English names: Harry, Philip,
Benjamin (Robert), Sarah, Agnes, Sophia, Emily Angeline,
Alice, and Caroline. Yet he also taught his children to be
proud of their Sinhalese Buddhist heritage and culture. He
schooled the children at the Boralugoda Temple and the
siddhartha Vidyalaya in nearby Kaluaggala.

In 1915 commercial rivalry between Sinhalese Buddhist and
Muslim merchants flared into communal violence. The
British governor imposed martial law and rounded up
suspecicd nationalists, including Caroline’s father, who was
accused of giving dynamite to rioters. Tried before a military
tribunal, he was sentenced to death and jailed for scven
months until he was released for lack of evidence. The ordeal
turned the Gunawardenas into resolute
nationalists. Boeralugoda Raiahamy
pulled his sons out of the Prince of
Wales College and sent them (o
Ananda, the Theosophist-Buddhist
school for boys. Caroline and three of
her sisters were sent to Musaeus
Coliege, the sister school for girls. After
passirg out of Musacus, Caroline
returned to Boralugoda and started
ieaching at the Siddhartha Vidyalaya.

Caroling was never onc (o bow to
authority. Her niece, Vivienne
Goonewardene (Goonetillcke), recalled
how “Aunt Caro” taught her to be brave
and defiant: “the young chaperone
would induce the little ¢hildren (o run
under the bellics of the elcphants who
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had been brought for their daily baths. This too she would
nsist the children do many times. Every time her mother
came fo know of this cscapade, Caroline would reccive a
caning for her effor(s in teaching the young to be courageous.
Caning notwithstanding, the lessons would be repeated.”
(Pulsara Liyanage. Vivi: 4 Biography of Vivienne
Goonewardena. 19 98)

Prelude to the Revolutionary Party

n the latc twenties Caroline and her brothers, Harry and
Robert, became active in nationalist youth groups which
were demanding democratic reforms with the ultimate goal
of complete independence. When the British announced that
a State Council would be convened in 1931, Harry
Gunawardena decided to contest the Avissawella
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of repression, Tony and Caroline pressed ahead with their
labor organizing. In 1940-41 they led a series of strikes by
bus, harbor and granary workers. As her nephew, Vijith
Gunawardena, recently told me, Caroline was “tough as nails
= even tougher than Philip or Robert.”

The Exodus to India

In April 1942 the LSSP underground workers carried out
a pertfoctly planned rescue of their leaders from the Kandy
Jail. The jailbreak brought renewed repression. The above-
ground cadres, including Caroline, were kept under close
surveillance. Holed up in hideouts, the fugitive party leaders
could do litile. Meanwhile, the situation in India was heating

up fast. Gandhi demanded that the British leave India or face

a crippling mass civil-disobedience movement. Unable to
do much in Ceylon at that point, the LSSP leaders decided to
cscape to India in order to give the impending mass
movement the revolutionary leadership it would need 1o
succeed. The LSSP had already helped organize a skelctal
Trotskyist organization, the Bolshevik Leninist Party of India
(BL.PI), formed in May 1942.

In July 1942 about two dozen Cevlonese Trotskyists secretly

crossed over to India in fishing boats. While most headed
for Bombay, Tony went to Madural. An anxious Caroline

stayed behind with the two children. A month later the Quit

[ndia revolt erupted. The BLPL new to the scene, threw ils
mecager resources mto the fight. In Madurai Tony and the
handtul of local BLPI members printed leaflets in support of
the revolt, ' :

After the Quit India revolt subsided, Tony sent a message to
Caroline asKing her to join him in Madras. The [amily was
al last reunited. Yet the situation was trying, to say the least.
The police were beating the bushes looking for th:
Trotskyists. Unable to speak Tamil fluently, Caroline couldn’t
easily blend in. Their living arrangements were risky too.
She and Tony had to share their flat with several young party
comrades. No matter how careful they were, all the comings
and goings, and the late night meetings, must have had people
talking.

Return to Ceylon

In. July 1943 the police raided the BLPI hideout in Bombay
& where Philip and Kusuma Gunawardena and another half
dozen young comrades were staying. The other Ceylonese
fugitives in Bombay escaped the raid in the nick of time and

fled to Madras. They took refuge with Caroline and Tony in
a large, two-story house in Venus Colony in Teynampet, With
the police hot on their trail, Caroline and Tony decided that
it was best [or her to take the children back to Ceylon.

~ After Caroline left, Tony moved o new place which he

thought would be safer: a modest outhouse behind the famous
Ambi’s Café, opposite the Nampally Railway Station.
Ironically, this move backfired. The neighborhood was

- populated by strict vegetarian Brahmins. And so the vounge
<4 ] £

comrades who were living with Tony went to another section
of town for their non-vegetarian mcals. Someonc recognized
them and informed the police, who trailed them back to their
place and arrested everyone, Tony and another Ceylonese
comrade were sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment
at the Alipuram prison for “possessing seditious literature.”

The High Point of Her Political Career

fter his relcase from Alipuram. Tony returned home to

Ceylon. But he and Caroline had little time to scitle
back mto the political life of their country. The BLPI in
Madras sent word that their work in the Buckingham and
Carnatic Mills during the war had paid oft. The president of
the Madras Labour Union, the oldest and largest union in
India, representing the mill workers, was willing to pass the
mantle of leadership to Tony. That was an opportunity that
couldn’t be declined. And so Tony, Carolinc and the children
went back to Madras,

On 6 June | 946 Tony was cleeted president of the Madras

Labour Union. The very next day an incident in the mills
precipitated a strike. Caroline and her BLPI comrades
plunged into strike support activities. Afler 48 days the union
won its Key demands. In early 1947 the situation in the B&C
Mills heated up again. The union lcaders started collecting
strike funds, organized a nelwork of neighborhood
committees, and recruited 1,000 volunteers to form a workers
defense guard. Anticipating that Tony would be arrested once
the strike began, the union formed a secret strike committee
in which Caroline was to play a lcading role. The Trotskyists
were the brains and backbone of the committee.

Before dawn on 10 March the police arrested Tony. The
secret committee called a mass meeting that evening, At the
meeting, according lo one eyewitness, “Mrs. Caroline
Anthony Pillai’s speech at the height of her emotions infused
in the workers a rew sense of dutifulness and her speech
showed therm a new path.” (K. Appanraj, Anja Nenjan:
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LOOKING BACK ON THE WRITING OF
A NICE BURGHER GIRL

Jean Arasanayagam

have much to look back on 4 Nice Burgher Girl and recall
A its genesis. Perhaps it’s a book that had its scminal
beginnings with my hybrid birth, my ‘split-inheritance’ and
my life-long scarch for an identity and a sense of belonging,
of finding ray roots through the complex weave of racial
strands which make me what | am. 1Us also an assertion of
my identity in a scenario that has become increasingly
political m a divisive ethnic community. 4 Nice Burgher Girl
1s also a tribute and legacy to my parcnts and my close and
mtimate family. It’s also a book [or posterity, of a lite and an
ethnic group now virtually extinet as a result of emigration
and diasporic journcys and the record and witness of the lcfi-
behinder who finds value in the lite lived in the Island. My
marriage into another cthnic minority group has not made
me lose my sense of independent inquiry and investigation
into my lincage. Nothing can change that, My entrance into
a different culture, hierarchy and heritage have enhanced my
lifc, thought and literaturc, madc me non-partisan and
unbiased. [ have gained immeasurably in my encounter with
the multi-cultural context in which I live — perhaps my book
is 1n a sense a political statement on my own personal
autobiography the importance of which cannot be minimized.
cannot be taken lightly. As time goes, this record and
witnessing ccases to be merely personal and extends itself to
cover a much wider range of ideologics, philosophies, and
psyche-search. The radius is wide, very wide and to my way
of thinking, authentic, unique, individualistic. It is my very
own life I'm talking of, perhaps even legitimizing in the face
of social, psychological and political opposition.

My experiences culled from my travels and my sojourns
abroad gave me a wider spectrum and knowledge to add
dimension to the book. 1 played around with time to give my
memorics a wider perspeéfive which included the experiences
of colonialism and insights and revelations of post-
colonialism.

I began writing A Nice Burgher Girl at a period of time when
ethnicity and divisiveness were not the burning issues of the
day. [ had had a very rich life, a kind of panoramic life. a
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childhood tull of happenings where | embarked on my own
explorations and discoveries both at home and at school.
School was Girls” High School in Kandy, a private Mcthodist
School with British missionary principals and dedicated,
commilled, gifted and talented teachers who belonged to
different communities. I was later on to assess that life in
poetry and short stories. My parcnts gave mc absolute
freedom from the very beginning of my childhood to discover
myself and indulge in my exploratory need for adventure.
Headstrong and impulsive T must have been but those
qualities gave me strength of will and resilience Lo survive. |
had a most wonderful carer in my ayah Mun 20 — she brought
her own rich traditions into my life. 1 had a vast array of
aunts, uncles, cousins. | had my paternal grandparents. [ had
aunts who were very gender conscious without being aware
of it and intellectuals among that close and intimate group
who influenced my life and way of thinking. I loved my
brother Pat and sister Rosemary dearly, They ¢ould embark
on any adventure they wished and were also very gifted and
talented.

I absorbed cverything around me, the ambience of every place
1 found mysell in, the landscape, conversations, the cras and
epochs I passed through. ‘Lo this day | have a very strong
visual memory of places, people, events. [ have memories
that go back to the cradle! | always carry those images in my
mind. | also remember and recall conversations and narratives
from the past as if [ hear them in the here and now and I have
found myself to possess powers of intense intuition, cven
prophetic qualities — flashes of revelatory insight occur again
and again in my life. [ spent a great deal of my time in
childhood and adolescence with my mother. Adulthood too.
She was a wonderful story teller (I was the youngest and
since my brother and sister were at school and college she
must have been lonely). [ was able to glean and retain much
that was of tremendous importance by the storics she read.
She was a great reader. My father was a reader (oo and since
his carcer in the railway took him to different parts ot the
tsland he had a fund of adventure stories to tell us. | had a
very colourful lot of relatives. Their own lives were full of
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MARXISM AND THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

Rohini Hensman

A Theory of Crisis

he credit system was relatively undeveloped in Marx’s

time, and he would not have been familiar with hedec
funds, mortgage-backed securities, collateralised debt
obligations (CDOs). credit default swaps (CDSs). and all the
other derivatives that are now part of the global financial
system. Flowever, he was familiar with gencralized crises,
and tried to explain financial turmoil in terms of what is now
referred to as ‘the real cconomy’: i.e., a crisis in the
accumulation of capital. In his view, such crises were
inevitable in capitalism, because it is a system ofpmdmmm
not for human need but for protit.

In Volume 1 of Capital, Marx divided capital into constant
capital (machinery, raw materhlis,_ etc.) which transferred their
value unchanged to the product, and variable capital, spent
on labour-power. The latter, he argued, was the only creator

of value greater than the value it possessed itselt, ie., of

surplus value, and thus of profits. (He alsao referred to constant
capital as “dead labour’ — objects that embodied past labour

—and to variable capital as *living labour.” embodied in living
workers.) He called the ratio between constant and variable
capital the “organic composition of capital,’ The competitive
character of capitalisin enhances the normal tendency in any

socicty for the productivity of labour — i.e.. the amount of

means of production which one worker can handle —to Srow,
and under capitalism, this growth is reflected in an increase
in the organic composition of capital. But the ratc of profit—
the ratio of surplus value to the total amount of capital, both
constant and variable, required to produce it — would have a
tendency to [all as the organic composition increases, because
surplus value or profit is created only by living labour.
Beyond a certain point, the amount of surplus value produced
would be madcquate for profitable investment, and this,
according to Marx in Volume 3 of Capiral, was what resulted
in crises. If this happened in all branches of production and
not just onc or two. people might be homeless while
properties remained unsold, jobs would be lost while factori ics
remained idle; businesses would go bankrupt and their assets

would be taken over by others, leading to a centralization of

capital.
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In many ways, this resembles the scenario staring us in the
face today, as more and more people recognize that this is
not just a ‘financial crisis’ but also a crisis in the ‘real
cconomy.’ In Marx’s day, the crisis would end and the rate
of profit would be restored only afier a massive devaluation
or destruction of capital, accompanied by a fall in wages,
had taken place. Do we have to 2o through all this?

Counteracting Tendencies and Other Mcchanisms

hile Marx thought that the tendency for the rate of

profit to fall was inevitable, he also identified
counteracting tendencies which could slow down or even
halt or reverse this fall temporarily. Chicf among these was
foreign trade, which, by cheapening the supply of raw
materials (oil. cotton, iron, ete.), would counteract the fall;
similarly, forcign investments in countries where capitalism
was less developed, the organic composition of capital was
lower and the rate of profit conscquently higher would also
boost the average rate of profit. Lenin took up this theme in
his pamphlet on imperialism. Their argument suggests that
globalization, which has vastly increased foreign trade as
well as investment in developing countries, with their lower
wage rates and lower overall organic composition of capital,
should counteract a fall in the average rate of profit and
prevent a crisis, Why has it not done so?

To answer this question, we have (o look at possible causes
of crisis that Marx examined less thoroughly than the
tendency ofthe rate of profitto fall, or did not examinc at all
because they were not operative in his time. In Volume 2 of
Capital, Marx draws up schemas for the social reproduction
of capital, and they comprise only two departments of capital:
one producing means of production, and the other producing
means of consumption (goods and services) for workers. The
products of both these departments re-enter production, either
as infrastructure, machinery and raw materials, or as livin g
labour working in production, and we could therefore refer
to this as “socially useful production.” Although Marx looks
only at capitalist production, it is worth pointing out here
that even ifit is the state that invests in electricity and railways
or healthcare and education, and no profit is made on these
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which contributed to keeping up the rate of profit. Today,
when global trade and investment are better carried out
through negotiation than through military occupation,
militarism is no longer a necessity for capitalism.

Luxemburg came close (o suggesting that military production
belongs m a third department, since it constitutes the
production of neither means of production nor consumption
2oods and services. It is clear that military products do not
re-cnter production, and we could therefore put it, along with
luxury production, in Department TIL. Subsequently, there
was a debatc among Marxists as to whether a ‘permanent
arms economy’ stabilized capitalism, while a more
mainstream beliel in the positive contribution of “military
Keynesianisim™ gained ground.

It is true that in the short run, the market for military
production guaranteed by the stale can boost employment in
a downturn, thus smoothing over business cycles. Yet, like
luxury production, it does this by diverting resources from
the production of means ot production and consumption;
executives of military production units and private security
contractors like Blackwater may be minting money, but this
money constitutes a deduction [rom socially useful
production. Seymour Melman concluded that exccssive
military spending by the US decimated its manufacturing
base, slowed cconomic growth and reduced cmployment, In
the words of Chalmers Johnson, *Military industries crowd
out the civilian cconomy and lcad to severe economic
weaknesses. Devotion to military Keynesianism is, in fact, a
form of slow economic suicide.” This was reflected in the
ballooning US national debt, more than $9 trillion by the
“end 0f 2007,

Large-scale military spending is a featurc of many national
budgets, but US expenditure on “national security,” according
to Chalmers Johnson, amounts to over a trillion dollars per
year: more than all other national defence budgets combined.
Needless to say, none of the products of this expenditure
return to production, so it is a massive drain on the cconomy.
Worse still, the role of the US dollar as a world reserve
currency means that huge dollar reserves of other countrics
— especially Asian countries, with China and Japan in the
lead — are also funnelled into US military expenditure. US
‘national security.” in other words, has been acting as a black
hole sucking in surplus value from the whole world. The
crisis, conscquently, is a global one.

4

How Do We Get Qut of Ft?

S ome socialists have opined that this is the end of
capitalism. but the notion that the divided, confused and
demoralized workers of the world are ready to take over and
rurn the world economy sounds highly unrealistic. To adapt a
metaphor used by Marx, that would be like performing a
Caesarian scetion to deliver a 16-week-old foetus: it simply
would not survive. And until it develops sufficiently to be
able Lo do so, we have to ensure the health of its capitalist
mother. Fortunately, doing so in the current crisis does not
involve sacrificing the intcrests of workers, since this crisis
is caused not by a fall in the ratc of profit but by excessive
syphoning of surplus valuc into wasteful expenditurc. What
measures can we fight for through our civil society
organizations?

A common and understandable response 1o the crisis is the
call for protectionism and deglobalization, but this would
remove the only countervailing factor sustaining the rate of
profit, and worsen the crisis. Instead. multilateral agreements
(rather than bilateral ones, where a stronger partner can bully
the weaker onc) should concentratc on establishing equitable
terms on which international trade and investment can be
condueted. IL s neither realistic nor even desirable to abolish
finance capital either; as Hilferding pointed out, it enables
even people with smal! amounts of moncy (0 invest, and Marx
himself saw it as a step towards the socialization of
production. Currently, pension funds built on the savings of
wage and salary carners are among the most important
finaneial institutions, and could use their clout Lo ensure better
regulation of financial markets. This might include banning
predatory practices. ensuring maximum transparency, and
much stronger regulation and oversight by public institutions
whosc personnel do not overlap in any way with the personnel
of the financial institutions they are supposed to monitor.
Progressive taxation would redircct production from luxury
resorts Lo socially useful products. In countries like Sri Lanka,
the political clitc consumes a large chunk of the surplus,
extracting more and more from the public through runaway
inflation, and their power to do so should be curbed.

At the same time, there should be campaigns for defence
budgels to be slashed; this would need to be accompanied
by signing international treatics to ban the production of
certain weapons (nuclear, chemical and biological weapons,
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THE ALL PARTIES REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE

Lal Wijenaike

he All Parties Representative Committee (ARPC)

recommendation that the full implementation of the
Provincial Council System, that was introduced through the
13" Amendment to the Constitution in 1987 as the solution
to the ethnic problem has to be considered in depth. Otherwise
all studies done and cfforts made after 1987 to find a solution
to the ethnic problem and advances made towards that will
be of no avail and we will be pushed back to square one.

It’s necessary to consider whether the APRC proposal. that
was submitted fo the president as directed by the president,
when implemented can bring an end to the civil war. or in
other words whether this proposal will be the political
solution to the ethnic problem.

In this context it is of importance to trace the root of the
problem that has caused the Tamil community 1o fight for a
separate state.

With the advent of the Donoughmore Reforms and the
introduction of universal franchise, the question arose
regarding the mechanism for protecting the rights of the
minority communities under the system with the Sinhala
community forming 2/3 of the population and with a
comparative voting strength. The danger existed of the
majority community ruling the country disregarding the rights
of the minority communities. The Tamil leaders suggested
the balancing of representation in the Legislature between
the majority and the minority communities as a way of
protecting the rights of minorities. The demand for fifty/fifty
was an outcome of this perception. The formation of the all
Sinhala Cabinet after the State Council elections of 1936
further confirmed the fears of the minorities. Although the
situation was corrected subsequently, the dangers inherent
‘in the political system for minority communities continued
to dominate the political thinking of the minorities,

The arrival of the Soulbury Commission and the discussion
that followed between the leaders of the two communities
centred around the question of safeguarding the rights of
minority communities through a system of weighted
representation for the minority communities in the
Legislature. It is believed that at the discussions D.S,

50

Senanayake as the leader of the Sinhala community agreed
to a ratio of two Lo one representation for the majority and
minority communities in the proposed Parliament modeled
on the British parliamentary system, with the guaraniee of
equal rights for all citizens with a firm assurance of non-
discrimination. It is significant that the Tamil leadership and
even the radical Tamil groups which were left inclined and
politically powerful in Jaftha did not advocate a lederal
system or even some form of devolution of power.

The Soulbury report and the 1947 constitution (Soulbury
Constitution) was no doubt a let down for the minority
communities. The constitution did not contain adequate
provisions for safeguarding the rights of the minorities. There
was no provision [or weighted representation for minority
communities in Parliament. What was envisaged was the
protection of minority rights through Section 29 of the
Constitution which later turned out to be misconceived.

Within two years after independence it became clear that the
Sinhala leadership has not kept up to its promise made before
Independence. The enactment of the Citizenship Act No. 18
ol 1948 and the Parliamentary Elections Act No. 48 of 1949
deprived the plantation Tamil community of their citizenship
rights and their franchise.

The Privy Council in the case of Kodakam Pillai vs
Mudanayake where those enactments were challenged held
that those two enactments do not offend against Section 29
of the Constitution. The Contention that Scction 29 of the
Soulbury Constitution was adequate to protect the rights of
the minority communities proved to be a fallacy. This was
further confirmed by the decision of the Supreme Court in
the Kodeswaran case where a public servant who was
subjected to discrimination, in the implementation of the
Official Language Act No. 33 of 1956, declaring Sinhala as
the only official language of the country, challenged a circular
that discriminated against the Tamils.

The realization of the futility of Section 29 of the Constitution
led to the formation of the Federal Party in 1949, The defcat
of 5.1V, Chelvanayagam, the leader of the Federal Party, at
the parliamentary elections in 1932 and the fact that the
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The two distinctive features of a unitary state are:
1) the supremacy of the central government, and
(2) the absence of subsidiary sovereign bodies.

In the case of a federal state its definition is not so clear,
There can be different shades of federalism and different
federal models, and sharing of sovereignty can take different
forms and extents. In a federal system the constitution is
supreme and delines the sharing of power between the center
and the periphery.

Therelore, when a constitution specifically lays down that it
1 a unitary state it unequivocally lays down the lmitations
within which power can be devolved. The peripheral unit
will be a sub-unit and cannot be an autonomous unit. In other
words there will be no sharing of sovereignty.

[n a federal state the legislature of the federation and of each
of the fedcrating units are limited in their supremacy and
neither of them is supreme. There is something above them
both, namely the constitution, which is a definite coniract, a
ireaty.to which the contracting parties reduce the conditions
of their union to writing. A federal constitution is, in fact, a
charter of rights and duties of the federal and state authorities.
The Supreme Court js the authority with the power to
adjudicate the breach of the treaty. Therefore, the Supreme
Court 1s the supreme body in a federal system upholding the
supremacy of the constitution.

Therefore, there is no meaning in the much quoted statement
that there is no significance in stating that constitution is a
unitary one or not.

There are numcrous other ways of describing the nature of

the statc in a constitution without describing it as a unitary
state, so that there can be meaninglul develution, which one
may call a quasi federal system.

The Indian Constitution described India as a union of states
and in the 2000 draft constitution presented by President
Chandrika Kumaratunga to Parliament the Sri Lankan statc
is deseribed as one, free, sovereign and independent state
consisting of the center and of the regions which shall exercise
power as laid down m the Constitution.

Provisions of the 13" Amendment and the provineial council
system cannot be thought of as a solution to the ethiic
problem.

Further. it is seen that during the last twenty vears we have
moved farbevond the 13" Amendment in search ol a solm‘ton
to the ethnic problem.

At the Thimpu discussions betwcen the Sri Lankan
government and five Tamil militant groups, the proposals
now known as the Thimpu proposals for the testructuring of
the Sri Lankan slate, the aspirations of the Tamil people
emerged from these groups. At the Oslo round of peace
negotiations during the Ranil Wickremasinghe government
it was proposed by the LTTE that the parties explore the
possibility of finding a solution based on a federal system
with internal self-determination and autonomy in the areas
traditionally inhibited by the Tamil speaking people.

Tn the draft constitution of 2000 presented to Parliament by
the Chandrika Kumaratunga government whatwas proposed
was something close 1o a federal system with wide powers
devolved to the units and power sharing at the center.

Thercefore, it is seen that having gone so [ar in search of
solution, any suggestion that we seck a solution to the ethnic
problem within the 13" Amendment through the provincial
council system is a [arce, to say the least.
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It was in the carly 1980s that I met NUJ for the first time.
My meeting with him was to discuss matters of mutual
intercst surrounding two institutions | was closely associated
with at the time — the Department of Economics at University
of Colombo and the Sri Lanka Association of Economists
(SLAE) which was established only a fow years ago. This
first meeting, in the Mercantile Credit head office in the Fort,
had left behind in me vivid memories of his life and style of
work as a private sector leader of finance, I had the

opportunity to meet him on a number of occasions since then, _

privately as well as in formal gatherings, The NU biography.
portraying NUJ's personal traits so intcrestingly. takes my
mind back to these cncounters with NUJ. We discussed a
variety of things in these mectings — about the promotion of
fhe teaching of economics in Sri Lanka, development of the
newly cstablished SLAE and contemporary cconomic and
financial issues. What remains from these early encounters
with NUJ however, is the text of an interesting address he
made in 1984, edited and published in the SLEA journal

Upanathi Vol. 3:2 (July 1988) under the title “Current i

Approaches to Banking in Sri Lanka: A Critique and Some
Suggestions for Reform™.

NUJ's statement that he "came from a humble family and
did not have any privileges of class or caste” has been cited

- at several points in the biography. This statement strikes a

familiar chord with many of us who have come up through
educalion - together with determination. commitment and
hard work - (o rise to leadership levels in the society in their
respective chosen fields of specialisation without the support
of family, class or caste privilege. Those in later generations
would perhaps cite the push they had received from the
cducational reforms of the mid-1940s, the so-called
Kannangara reforms, as a major factor in their upward social
mobility, particularly the free education component of these
reforms. NUT however, grew up in a system without these
state-sponsored subsidy schemes. In the absence also of
adequate family support, NUJ was compelled to depend
heavily on his individual qualities of, using his own words -
determination, tenacity, purposefulness and cultural values -
tor upward social mobility. NUJ was indeed famous fo. his
strongly held ideology, being averse to state intervention in
private lives, including state-funded subsidies,

The biography under review would undoubtedly have been
cxeeedingly ditficult and time consuming fo compile. This
would have been particularly so in the case of the early
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chapters covering NUJ's childhood, adolescence and early
youth, given the paucity of written records, Although some
of these early chapters have, as a result, little dircetly about
NUJ's life story, the biographers have made good use of
publications on contemporary social conditions letting the
reader make his or her own judgements about NUJ's early
life. In writing this biography, well-known publications
describing and analysing Sri 1ankan socicty and polity during
the latter half of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
(scholarly work of local and foreign authors, as well as of
colonial administrators, together with numerous official
documents) have been extensively and cleverly used without
losing sight of the objective of biography writing. The .
carefully selected photographs and illustrations arc excellent
historical material sometimes worth more than hundreds of
words. The long list of acknowledgements indicates another
facet of the time-consuming and laborious nature of the
compilation of this particular biography - identification of
persons to meet, arranging interviews, and choice of material
1o be included. In drafling the sccond half of the volume the
authors appear to have benefited from greater availability of
material from NUJ's personal files as well as from more
abundant publications. The rescarch and writing skills of the
authors may have been intensively taxed in drafting these
chapters as the interesting components of the more abundant
material had to be selected to be presented in a balanced and
interesting manner as part of a bibliography.

As already noted, an interesting aspect of this biography is
its skilful combination of the lifc history of NUJ with the
relevant social history of the times. On the basis of my
personal interest, let me sclect a few chapters and the social
history component that is covered in those chapters. Chapters
3 to 5 examine some aspects of social conditions during the
first half of the twentieth century under the British raj -
conditions that exercised a sizeable influcnce on individual
lives of many contemporaries. The commentaries about the
educational facilities of the time, largely developed by the
Christian missioharics, though briet, are intcresting,
particularly as conditions have undergone revolutionary
change following the significant educational reforms of the
mid-1940s and after. The biographers record NUJ's own
judgement that it was his alma mater St. Aloysius College,
Galle which inculeated in him some of the excellent gualitics
which helped him become what he eventually turned out 1o
be - namely determination, tenacity, purposcfulness and
cultural values. T personally have had no exposure to
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TRUE COLOUR OF BLACK AND WHITE

Richard Boyle

Images of British Ceylon: 19th .Cemmy Photography of

Sri Lanka, by Ismeth Raheem and Percy Colin Thome®.
Produced for Ismeth Rahcem by Times Editions Singapore:
_March 2000, 155 pp. Rs 3,950.00, ISBN 981 204 778 6

Regeneration: A Reappraisal of Photography in Ceylon
1830-1900, by John Falconer and Ismeth Raheem.
Published by the British Council, London: January 2000,
95 pp, Rs 1,000.00, ISBN 0 86355 444 X

T am exceedingly grateful that a master photographer took
my wedding photographs using black-and-white film. They
nestle in the wedding album in their sharp and contrasting
black-and-white glory, while the colour photographs of the
conventional photographer aflixed alongside have already
begun to lose their vitality alter less than two decades.

It is a problem that has begun to alarm not only those who
want to cherish memories, but curators, archivists and art
investors as well. The London 1imes of 11 July 1998 reported
i an article titled "Why the past is looking just a little too
rosy" that: "Millions of images taken since the invention of
modern colour photography are changing because of the way
their dyes break down, Just as the 19th centary is now viewed
11 tones of sepia. so tuture generations may look back on the
last three decades of the 20th as the era of purple lawns and
red skies."

Such degradation can happen to colour cine film too, as a
class of journalism students found out recently when I showed
them a blurry, rose-tinted copy of Paul Zils' docu-drama,
Meditation, made in Ceylon in 1960. In contrast to this almost
unwatchable film, the carlier 1950s black-and-white
documentarics screencd with it, such as Ralph Keenc's
Heritage of Lanka, looked sharp and appealing.

This destructive process takes place becausc the three dyes
used to creaie a picture fade at different rates, which results
in a shift in colour. Not unsurprisingly, the conditions in which
a photograph is kept determing how quickly the dyes degrade,
For instance. light, heat and humidity — conditions all too
apparent in Sri Lanka — are a deadly cocktail for a colour

photograph. Hanging on to negatives is no guarantee either,
as they use similar dyes. Little wonder, then, that David

Hockney remarked in the introduction to an exhibition of

Polaroid photographs several years ago that "colour is fugitive
mn life, Jike it is in pictures” and labelied the picturcs: Not
Recommended for Tnvestment.’

FFor reasons aesthetic as well as practical, black-and-whilte is
still the 'colour’ of photography. This thought first struck me
years ago on experiencing an exhibition in London by Bill
Brandl, the photographer described as "a poet of darkness,
who wielded the colour black so successfully that his work
should properly be called photography noir.” The most recent
occasion, however, was on viewing the conscquential British
Council exhibition of 19th-century photographs of Ceylon
entitled "Regeneration.”

How fortunate it is that the 19th-century photographer had
no option but to work in the black-and-white medium. Never
mind the odd resultant scpia-toned photograph. Imaginc the
frustration of future researchers and historians who wish to
examine through photography the social, economic and

cultural conditions of the period from the early 1960s, when

colour photography became widespread, and a few years from
now, when digital photographic processes become more
prevalent. They will need to wade through mountains of red-
hued photos of the Mahaweli scheme, Gam Udawa projects
and the like before coming to a small core of more
decipherable and perhaps more representative black-and-
white pictures.

The organizers of "Regeneration” had no such limitations to
contend with, although they did have to cope with a poorly
documented and archived period of photography. Because
of the pionecring nature of their research, compilation and
presentation, it is apt that this exhibition is recorded — in fact
almost reproduced — in a lavish catalogue.

Many catalogues are so limited and adjunct that their
existence cannol be justified, other than as a merc
annotated list. A precious few, though, are so informative
on their subject matter and so extensive in their scope that
they arc independent publications in their own right. The
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and "Establishment of a Coffee Plantation' (both circa 1852)
are therefore of obvious historical importance. The former
print, together with 'View in Galle Harbour during Monsoon'
(1872), by the indian company Bourne and Shepherd, adds
a stunning visual dimension to the many written descriptions
ot Galle during its heyday as a port in the mid-19th century.
Similarly, the picture 'Jewellers of Galle' (1872) — also by
Bourne and Shepherd — provides an excellent record of the
work civironment, tools, and even the dress of the eraftsmen.

Also included in the catalogue are a brief history of 15th
century photography in Ceylon, a useful account of the many
processes of the carly photographic cra, and a biographical
index of photographers — local and foreign — who worked in
Cevlon at the time. The content, together with the quality of
the printing, makes this a cataloguc that is definitcly more
than the sum of its parts.

The prime mover, the person who links the "Regeneration”
exhibition and catalogue, and the subsequent album Images
of Dritish Ceylon: Nineteenth Century Photography of Sri
Lanka, 13 the art historian Ismeth Raheem. The rescarch and
documentation of this subject has spanned many years. taking
Rahcem on an often-frustrating quest, Ilowever, it reaches a
highly satisfactory culmination with the latter work, in which
his perseverance and scholarship is evident.

Images of British Ceylon is co-authored by Percy Colin-
Thome, authority on the Burghers. Why such a pairing? In
their Preface, the authors draw the reader's atiention to the
fact that this is the second volume in a series begun with the
controversial People In-berween: The Burghers and the
Middle Class in the Transformations within Sri Lanka 1790-
7960 (Ratmalana, 1989). The link between these publications
is the study of the middle class in the colonial period, and
both, it is noted. are thercfore necessarily Colombo-centric,

Becausc of this specific focus, fmages of British Cevion
mostly complements the "Regeneration” catalogue. While
there is some inevitable duplication of information in parts
of'the text— in the history and biographical index, for instance
- the photographs are largely distinet. In the final analysis,
now there are two significant works on the carly history of
photograpby in Ceylon, where there were none just a few
months ago.

Images of British Ceylon includes several illustrated essays.
The core one expands on the brief history contained in the
"Regencration” cataloguc. [t necessarily begins with the
unveiling of the daguerrcotype process in August 1839,

interest in which spread rapidly around the world. In India, -

for instance, the process was made available within three
months of its discovery. Ittook a little longer for it to percolate
lo Ceylon —three years or so — but, as the authers point out,
this is in sharp contrast to the introduction of television Lo
the country, which arrived almost half a century atter the
first transmissions in 1936, The comparison is not all that
apl. of course, for the photographic medium had obvious
benefits at the cusp of colonial expansionism. whereas the
power of television represented a threat in post-Tndependence
Vears.

The essay traces the history of photography in Ceylon from
its very beginnings in the early 1840s, when the first
daguerreotypists sel up studios in Colombo and Kandy to
specialize i middle class portraiture. (At up to 10 pounds
each, such portraits were beyond the means of the poor) It
goes on to sketch the careers of the early cxponents — such
as ]. Barrow, who was one of if not the very first. James
Parting, the original 'official photographer’ with his coverage
of the cutting of the first sod of the Ceylon Railway
Company's operation, and S. Slinn Skeen, who initiated a
Skeen family connection with the formative years of
photography in Ceylon. Indeed, the firm W.H. Skecn & Co.
is considered important enough to warrant devoling a separatc
section to its history.

By the 1850s-60s, the potential of Ceylon had attracted a
number of photographers from Europe and North America,
who jostled with the resident British and Ceylonese to claim
a share of the expanding photographic documentation market.
Among them was the already mentioned Fred Fiebig, whosc
photographs of urban settlements, street scenes and buildings
are of great interest to architectural researchers. In addition,
there were two pioneers of 19th century photojournalism —
Samuel Bourne, a great landscape photographer of the Indian
subcontinent who revealed the [Timalayas to the world, and
John Thompson, who did likewise with Angkor Wat.

Considerable attention is deservedly paid to the most famous
visiting 19th century photographer, Julia Margaret Cameron
— one of the carlicst pioneers of photography as an art form
at a time when this concept was not altogether accepted.
Cameron was a portraitist who had taken classical pictures
ol the cream of Victorian society and introduced several
techniques designed to heighten the expressiveness of
portraits, such as sofi-focus, the narrow close-up and harsh
lighting. There was much criticism of her work, no doubt
partly because she was an interloper in a male preserve, but
she was also simply ahead of the times, and too cxperimental
10 be appreciated. She travelled to Ceylon in 1875, and until
her death in 1879 was domiciled in Kalutara, where she took
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COMRADE MALIYAGODA - AN APPRECIATION

Birty Gajarﬁeragedera

‘ayaratne Maliyagoda of Kanda Udarata who was popularly

known as “Comrade Maliyagoda” was one of my long-

.~ standing close friends. The demise of Jayaratne Malivagoda has

deprived me of a very valuable political, intellectual and a social
companion.

Inthis appreciation, | do not want to deal with the vast and varied
aspects of Comrade Maliyagoda’s public career. I merely want
to refer to some essential aspects of his life which I consider to
be relevant to the understanding of the role he played in Lefl
politics in the country. The origin of his Left politics and trade
union activities can be traced back to the late fifties and early
sixties. He gradually emerged as a central leader of Left politics
and the trade union movement in the Kandy district and in the
Central Province. e became an institution in Kandy and his
departure has created a major void in the city. It is not easy to fill
this vacuum. His office at Kotugodella Veediye, Kandy was the
hub of the Left political and trade union activities for well over

four decades. Comrade Maliyagoda presided over all these -

activities in a statesmanlike manner, giving il the necessary
ideological orientation. He organized plantation workers and from
1972 onwards and was from 1972 onwards the president of Lanka
General Services Union and was one of the founding members
of the WPI, the Workers and Peasants [nstitute.

e was the foremost leader of the Left and the trade union
movement in Kandy district. He together with Newton
Gunasinghe, Kumari Jayawardena, Birty Gajamedagedera,
Dayan Jayatilake, Pulsara Livanage, George Sencviratne and
Javadeva Uyangoda formed the WPI and gave it dynamic
leadership.

With his strong base in the Central Province, he also played a
noteworthy role in the national trade union movement. He did
not miss a single important meeting in Colombo. He had his
own point of view on all national issues and he regularly published
his ideas in the national press. But he was never dogmatic. He
was alive to the changing national and global issues, and was an
alert and keen observer of Sri Lanka’s highly volatile and difficult
realitics. The last major article he wrote, “The Current Political
Situation: What is to be done?” was an excellent piece of political
wr1tmg His ill health did not deba1 him from trying to
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comprehend and analyze development in the country until the
very end.

The most remarkable characteristic of his long political carcer
was the way in which he confronted manifold crises that laced
the Left movement such as the break up of the Left alliance in
1963, the epen eruption of the Sino-Soviet dispute in 1963, Sri
Lanka’s coalition politics which began to unfold in the mid-sixties
and the JVP insurrections of 1971 and 1988. When confronted
with these erises, Comrade Maliyagoda demonstrated a great deal
of resilience with the necessary clear ideological perspective.
This determination he derived from his Marxist ideological
oricntation and the working-class foundation of his political
career. These qualitics manifested themselves in the indomitable
courage that he showed in facing up to the-many confrontations
that arose during the July 1980 strike.

At the bottom of his heart, this remarkable lcader was a great
socialist revolutionary but he never acted in distegard of the
concrete conditions in Sri Lanka and the world. Through
protracted interaction with the people, Maliyagoda cmerged as a
great democrat. He intentionally interacted with the people of all
walks of life and carefully listened to their points of view without
showing any antagonism. There wasn’t cven a trace of
vindictiveness in his social relationships - friendship to all, enmity
to none was his underlying philosophy of life.

Jayaratne Maliyagoda was disinterested in cnriching himselfand
never sought economic gain or positions of power and influcnce
in spite of his obvious multiple abilities and close friendship at
times with those holding the reins of power. He was a director of
the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute and was on the Council of
Management of the Social Scientists’ Association. He was a
highly disciplined, very methodical and systematic person and
sacrificed his entire life to the common good of the masses of
this country.

~ People in the Kandy district and in th:, country at large who knew
Comarade Maliyagoda will forever remember him and his
contributions to Left politics and the trade union movement of
Sri Lanka. 8
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HONOURING C.R. HENSMAN

FIONEERTNG RATICAL THINKER AND ACTIVIST, INSHIING MENTOR, YWARM FRIFENTL
LOVING FAMILY MADN
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immediately made up — T was going (o do English. During
the rest of the period he taught me in school, he greatly
encouraged my mterest in this subject. In fact. after he had
resigned his position at St. Thomas’, he even offered, when
[ was later selccted for entrance to the university, to give me
free tuition if [ got a chance to sit for the English scholarship
exam the university conducted for new cntrants. Given his
own material circumstances at the time, this was quite a
sacrifice. And so, English studics became what the rest of
my studies and my professional work have been all about.
My cntire academic and professional carcer has been
something that I owe to him.

That was not all. My naiveté persisted, even after I had been
thus put on my way by him. [ was acquiring information in
university satisfactorily cnough, but I still did not have a
larger framework of understanding that would help me bring
things coherently and meaningfully together. Again, it was
Mr. Hensman who changed all of that, The annual Student
Christian Movement Conference in April 1958 (I had just
tinished my second year at university) took place in

‘addukkodai that ycar. The confercnce was memorable for
me tor two different reasons, both of which were to change
me profoundly, and forever,

One, 1 met Indranee, who, like me, had come all the way
from Kandy for the event, and was a few years later to become
my wife - and what a great and blessed difference that has
made to my life! The other, Mr. Hensman participated, along
with several other distinguished scholars and theologians, in
adiscussion of the ethnic tensions that were being assiduously
drummed up at the time by persona and institutions of the
statc, before they were unleashed as terrorist racial riots a
few weeks later. In the course of some very perceptive and
reasoned analytical remarks, against a background of
Christian theological considerations and fundamental ethical
and human values, he explained, clearly and quietly and with
that courteous dignity that was a hallmark of all his
exchanges, the radical politico-ideological thinking that had
led him to support the LSSP in its language policy. (The party
had not then joined the rest of our tribe of politicians in their
opportunistic slide into the cynical populism that has stripped
them of'all moral authority.) No histrionics,.no clever point
scoring. no aggressive polemics. no sophistry or disingenuous
rationalization, but wholesome, enlightened and enlightening
reason; and that, too, not cold and impassive, but given life
and body and mcaning by strong cthical commitment and
profound human conviction — after all, had not the great
Samuel Johnson observed long ago, and with such insight,
that he who thinks reasonably must think morally? I had only
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to hear that entirely reasonable and deeply concerned human
voice, and I knew straightaway how and where 1 was going
to seek out the integrating framework of thought | was looking
for. All the thinking and teaching and writing | have done
since then took off from that moment, and whatever meaning
and satis{action [ have personally found in my work in later
years, whatever little recognition that thinking and teaching
and writing might perchance have earned, derive from those
remarks that he made.

Some of the things which have most made me what [ am are,
then, things that | owe hugely to Mr. Tlensman — which is
why for me to have known him must surely be one of the
very great blessings of my life.

People talk of purity of heart and the blessedness of those
who are endowed with 1t. But Mr. Hensman was doubly
blessed, for in his case we must talk. too, of his purity of
mind, which went integrally with that purity of heart. His
was one of the cleanest and purcst of minds 1 have ever
cncountered, honourable to the core, and entirely
uncontaminated by the faintest tracc of the meanness.
pettiness, suspicion, unworthy self-promotionalism,
competitive malevolence and duplicity that we see around
us today, That heart/mind was filled instead with concern
and compassion for the humanity around him, particularly
for the disinherited among them. which flowed into all his
life and work, issuing in various pioneering practical
mitiatives that had the potential to give the world just that
little more of a chance to turn into a better place. They were
his response to what was nothing lcss than a driving utopian
imperative within him, which, as all great leaders over the
ages have recognized, is so critically necessary if human
beings are to be truly human and truly free. Indeed,
notwithstanding the avant gardiste anti-humanism of a lot
of the more dominant epistemological discussions of our
times, its necessity is acknowledged even in the purportedly
impersonal 'objective' scholarly realms which are home
ground to such discussions — Frederik Jameson, for instance,
learning from ITlerbert Marcuse, absolutely insists on it.

[ remember how intrigued scveral of us students at
St.Thomas’ were when Mr. Hensman, with the dedicated help
of Mrs. Hensman, and the goodwill of some of the country’s
best minds. started the Community Institute and the journal
Communiiy. We guessed that something very special and
important was going on, and could not help admiring the
courage and commitment that made him give up the material
sceurity of a steady job so that he could devote his time and
energics fully to the project, and in a manner that procured
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the conditions of life of the very large numbers of
dispossessed people in the world. The second part of the title
of his edited book of Third World readings was in fact “the
polemics of revolt,” The {irst part of the title, “from Gandhi
to Guevara,” functioning as a lead to that second part, extends
an inleresting invitation to the readers of the book to raise
searching questions about the demonizing stereotyping of
all resistance to hegemony and repression, through which
those who benefit from such hegemony and repression secure
acquiescence in the situation. By bringing these two famous
figures together at different cnds of a shared revolutionary
Jjoumney, it invites the readers of the book to recognize both
the varieties of possible modes of resistance or challenge,
and the need for nuanced distinctions in comprehending their
natore.

- Among the many uscful effects that his books on China and
Sun Yat Sen had was exactly this kind of necessary
educational effect. Sun Yat Sen had, after all, played a major
role in the awakening of China in the carly twenticth century
to a sense of its modern destiny, through his promotion of
anti-dynastic and anti-imperialist awarcness, Widespread
racially-based anti-Chinese hysteria was at its height at the
time of Mr. [lensman’s book on China, fuelling the efforts
ol the controllers of the dominant imperialist/capitalist world
order to divert attention from its nature and dynamics, the
human cost of its unacceptable consequences, and their own
central role in it all. No doubt China might now have set
itsclf the goal of integrating itself into that same order. But,
at the time of the book there was an urgent need for the record
to be set straight — not that the need has even now entirely
subsided.

It is this same steadfast determination not to allow the
forbidding complexitics and contradictions of the chalicnges
of the post-colonial liberatory effort to cause him to lose sight
ofthe key issucs at hand that shows in his readiness to invoke
the notien of the "Third World' in his writings. As is well
known, the notion is a very fraught one. It is not only that it
is difficult to identify a fixed, homogeneous entity situated
in a firmly demarcated geographical location to which the
label might straightforwardly be applied. In addition, the
notion itself has, from very early in its history, been pressed
into less-than-worthy service in all kinds of internal and
geopolitical maneuverings, by various nations, forces and
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figurcs, not least the national(ist) bourgeois leadership of
many post-colonial states. At the same time, its value in
discussion, like that of the allied term “post-coloniality,”
which has equally been subjected to such sceptical crasure
(particularly in the field of a literary post-coloniality
influenced by an avant gardiste post-modernism), has been
inestimable. For, it has made impossible a comfortable
cvasion of an encounter with those degrading features of
unfreedom, inequality, injustice, oppression, poverty,
violence and so on which define cxistence for very many
individuals and communities across the world, alicnating
them from their sell-hood, their nature and their humanity,

Mr. Hensman's own innate sense of humanity made the
nofion a véry uscful one for him to draw on, but not in a way
that left the reservations about it intact. Instead, consistent
with the epistemological framework he had worked out for
himself, he effectively read it as an extensive, unequal
structured positibn or space within the current world order,
constructed through the very same process by which
capitalism. riding on cmpire, restructured the world into the
contradictory, hierarchized unity that it is. (We might note,
before going on. that that position or space could, therefore,
potentially manifest itself in any geographical location, even,
as the experience of the recent hurricanes in the USA was to
reveal in our own times, in parts of its southern citics.) His
book Rich against Poor: The Redality of Aid, confirms that
this is how he conceived of the "Third World,' revealing again
how valuably the notion served him in addressing the human
issues that mattered.

In applying the notion, he consistently did so with the
Prelrelan kind of critical consciousness already remarked on
above, It is this critical CONSCIOusNEss, suppoﬂed b} his ethical
commitments and reinforced by his own experience of race
riots, that he displayed in examining the phenomenon of
nationalism. This phenomenon, specifically in its cultural
form, has often had a very significant positive contribution
to make to liberatory post-colonial struggles, certainly in the
literary realm; so significant, in fact, that Jameson, for
instance, would make it a necessary feature of such struggles.
In spite of his strong commitment to the post-colonial cause,
however, Mr. Hensman’s critical awareness led him to ask
challenging questions of nationalism. An issue of Commnuunity
in the early 1960s acknowledged something of the positive
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"ldentity card"

Write down!

| am an Arab

And my identity card number is fifty
thousand

| have eight children

And the ninth will come after a summer
Will you be angry?

Write down!

| am an Arab

Employed with fellow workers at a quarry
| have eight children

| get them bread

Garments and books

from the rocks ...

| do not supplicate charity at your doors
Nor do | belittle myself at the footsteps of
your chamber

So will you be angry?

Wirite down!

| am an Arab

| have a name without a title
Patient in a country

Where people are enraged
My roots

Were entrenched before the birth-of time

And before the opening of the eras
Before the pines, and the olive trees
And before the grass grew

My father ... descends from the family of

the plow
Not from a privileged class

noolaham.org
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And my grandfather ... was a farmer
Neither well-bred, nor well-born!
Teaches me the pride of the sun
Before teaching me how to read

And my house is like a watchman's hut
Made of branches and cane

Are you satisfied with my status?

| have a name without a title!

Write down!

| am an Arab

You have stolen the orchards of my
ancestors

And the land which | cultivated
Along with my children

And you left nothing for us

Except for these rocks ...

So will the State take them

As it has been said?!

Therefore!

Write down on the top of the first page:
| do not hate people

Nor do | encroach

But if | become hungry

The usurper's flesh will be my food
Beware ...

Beware ...

Of my hunger

And my anger!

(By Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish, who

passed away on 9 August 2008)
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