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CONVERSATIONS ABOUT HISTORY
WITH ROMILA THAPAR

E:::in-:r.l histnrian Romila Thapat,
Prolesser Emecitira a1 1he
deveehaclal -Wehnny Thiiiversiny s wvas
aerind the prresniad ong Kluee T'ogein
2UNxs alang wath the Tiish hastorian Pales
Feowin, swhe feaches gl Princcton
Dloiversity, The Kluge wward is afrsn
pefrrrec Lo ay Lhee Americin Mokel Prie,
ue 2 Lovers the human soienees for
whitedt there are no Mohel swasds, Toan
miervicw, shorthe atter she relurned
Froom the: §indred Staves afler reced v
thicedand, Pool Thapas spuks uhonecha
imzandune of bostory eaching, the necd
FOI aulamomals ingtitfes ra gavein
Peatbeiaks wend hismondesl rescaieh, il
the - medie's  inzorproration
contemporery dovelopizole. Tssms
Tz ey bonveration:

Teee i voegpane in 2902, woo sl T
CENRrCRERS T nTekend angd e
vakands the fuiede reneoees o
e rsTangding of  thoe pesi, o
UAEETRTRIRTON .t iy - heikivive,
AR Tl el sipely L pritiond
srrier B e Nglinid oie Woiesdier
S wevrer otk o Masbhol dnd (i
ERER TR e AT e ol e
CRY, LA e o g lealonion el
et reselid mfaeuretdron ol spch gren
il R ol e renten iR repen e

As e himreeian Lo and have bocnacdoeply
- distnbed— e oot #leee w this -
by thie peseion mvaneit D dests, Dol
selgatlity. un the popuolar lesel 1
incressingly boing parrdwsd Lo the
percepigs ol whoat ts called rhe
maiorily Gommunity. This is Trane
bscipse histartiang 1l
perspeulive has widared oo This 1sin

Loy
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Kalpani Sharma

part due to the expansion of sonress fur
cunairactm iy I archaclogy, fur
THsENOE. YIIOES Soichons are SV LIS L
drmcnsinng nf knowlsdae bt dane s,
secheas-the daln oo eovitunmenitsl
Tactors-aifecing stoey, Our arrirnslos
Lo lexls hve chimpod. We nowe ash
Incisve-goestions ahomt the oo ol
why thetext 38 wrimon fhe wiy i#is and
whith 18 the-ingention of the paten® Chic
ionks beyoud e stitements fur decper
hisrorcal uoderstandinge. This haz lod
[0 1w perspeciives im the pastin 1eims
cf both evidence and the: maiber in
which it 5 anslysed.

o winghe the 1 storian L5 opening upche
past, 1Es populir reprokenfativn is

darreawing U deosn. The kinds wl

Iideazes that are moade with (e pist
pupular autlets tend) L marrindlize
TR commnmiies sl ¢ ol loess: that
ke 1y [nedimg souiely, Theks linkdres
freguontly disw frean politizal agperdas
Inevitabily, e beoind to ask wherhizg
oo Lo bt desrres that windiel wae e Liseg
wriling wnd spcaking ghaul o the pust
b U wedrs Javie -l all alfeoted
penple’s pereploons — percepuons ot
ar past, cne idenihes, und values that
W hald gs nmportant oo ives?
Posslely we v beegn ton - passive: o
QUL TespanEe o aparcesive polilicul
actions. And we have [oided to he
su ity el ol the vy themcdis
plays with political agendas i
irprasening vl 3t calls ot g
sty These drechemes (a1 deed
teewchi-mors apen discnssion

Wi havo nint ik ralleed ooz histony in
the monse thal fon eusd peonls B22ing
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Lie lustencal aspect ol the waorld anonme
aE s wiill wn- sxperience of the
exlraneous, Histerical analysis iz reslly
dhaut an citirs seciely wilh g
aceounring of different levels and the
wits i whiGh they are incerrclarcd the
wuy in which they dizsineeraie or
inogrrare;, and how these relutionships
hawe changad over (s We wisume &
kind of sratic past, which iy of charse
heFedasst Gf coloutal schelasship. This
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is being questioned by historians who are trying to understand
the dynamics of different periods and communities, but
somehow this questioning doesn’t seem to seep into popular
agencies like the media.

How much of media projection and the political discourse,
which fails to locate events against history, is because of the
way generations of Indians, including the post-Independence
generation, have been faught history?

It has a lot to do with it. One of the biggest problems with the
way 1n which popular representations of the past are accepted
without questioning has to do precisely with the way history
1s taught. Not just history, our attitude to knowledge is

generally still dated. A student is told, “Here is a body of

knowledge, learn it and memorisc it”. The notion that a body
of knowledge implicitly means that the person who is
approaching it has to question it and understand it and maybe
develop it further — that is not something that is implicit in
our educational methods. The purpose of education is
increasingly, with rarc cxceptions, a competition involving
numbers in an exam which determine the next step. This is
not what education should be about.

When we first established the Centre for Historical Studies
at Jawaharlal Nehru University in 1971, it was suggested to
us that our courses and syllabi should preferably not be a
mere repetition of what was being taught in other universities.
We were asked to think ol new ways of projecting history
where our courses would reflect interdisciplinary methods
of investigating the past.

My 20 years in JNU were intellectually among the most

enriching in my life, because we had a really good bunch of

students who came because they felt that since the courses

were different, the enquiries would be different. If one can
. take credit for anything at all it is for those students who are
now teaching history and conducting historical research
themselves. They are doing it because it is both an intellectual
exploration as well as something that is providing insights
into the socicty in which we live. It is through this way of
looking at the past that students become curious about the
world that surrounds them. If enquiry can-be built into a
subject it ceases to be just having to learn the same old dreary
information and it takes on the challenge of finding out about
other aspects — about objects, events, people, behaviour
patterns, personalities, policies — a whole gamut of
perspectives on what makes society, who makes it and who
governs it.
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You had spoken of what you called the “blight” of reducing

Andian culture to a single identity, in the period leading up to

the destruction of the Babri Masjid. Do you feel that this
type of ideology has been somewhat diluted today because
of other political developments, or do you think we still face
the danger of this “blight” returning and attempting to project
Indian culture in ¢ monochromatic way?

There are two aspects to this question. One is the political
aspect, the use of the Hindutva ideology to garner votes. We
saw this displayed in the political mobilization around the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement leading up to the destruction
of the Babri Masjid. Echoes of this were audible in the debate
on the Sethu Samudram. And if groups to Hindutva politics
find that they are having problems with electoral support, it
may be raked up again. That’s one aspect that may at the
moment be somewhat diluted, but it’s unpredictable.

What worries me much more is the way in which the ideology
of Hindutva has inveigled much of the middle class into
accepting the idea that we should be only a Hindu country.
This is essentially an unthinking acceptance of an ideology
that claims to provide an easy answer to a complex problem,
namely the modernization of a society that has always had
multiple communities, and it is based on questionable and
erroneous premises rather than what one expects in this day
and age, namely at least a minimum of logical and rational
thinking about the problem. The attitude of treating members
of other religious communities as the “Other,” as the ones
who are alien and who will never be part of “us”, that is
something that I find unacceptable as it goes against the grain
of the concept of being Indian. It is also unacceptable because
it is historically untenable. Where education has not
succeeded perhaps civil society will be the agency to oppose
this attitude. But if it isn’t opposed it will encourage the kind
of politics that can take us to the edge of fascism.

Finally come to your award, You've turned down so many
but this Kluge award is different.

The only awards that I’ ve turned down are state awards from
governments. Indian society has yet to respect the academic.
It seems to me that one of the ways of creating respect is to
give priority lo recognition from one’s peers in a profession
and this will require a distancing from government patronage.
I have accepted awards from historical associations in India
including the Indian History Congress and the Asiatic Society
of Calcutta without a moment’s hesitation because this was a
gesture from my fellow professionals.
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REMEMBERING A SOCIALIST PIONEER
SELINA PERERA — THE RELENTLISS
REVOLUTIONARY

Charles Wesley Frvin

mosel Lanka the historic leaders of e O 1Le# a6l Iram

large in the panthoon of nutional heroes. el aof all the
oluneery lave recatved their dus credit, O such “Torgallen
soidier’” 1@ Eelipg Pereras Sk wing 2 tounding momber and
fromt-lne leader of the Lanka Soc Seioaja Paty (LS5
Shies et oo bnaiz with her comnrades in 1947 Lo parlieipate it
the Indppendance struogls After the war, Seling chase W
reri o in Inddia for the rost of her ble, Aehaoe Lo e
revulutiomany ideals of her yoach, | hed the privilege of
mestine her o Calénita e 19740 She wrag a reloarlass
revolutionsry who deserves o be remeenbered dod honcred.!

Formtive Years
S fna Mergurel Peirte was biooon 1909 in Badulla. Her
father, reputed w be onc af U wealthest lagdowness i
Llwa Prescinee, wanted his ehildron e get a guod Caehish
educetion, He seql Scling rootha local Carcholic Canvent
schowl, where she eprped o repoEiion as Badimla®s brighoest
stavdent, Adter conmpleine ber ey 2dusation, Seling wont
oy Muzacis Clollege 1n Colombe, vne o the girly’ schiools
that the 'Theosophists Tounded o Coeyvlon w promuls o
Guddlis revival.

A Lot pazeing oul ol Muzaeus, Selibg contliged heesdnearion
ar the tozal Lniversioy Oillegs. Pette aod albactve, she wiae
i ronand wire-framed cyeo legses which gave ker o sludivos
lonk. A eonrcmprary rerncmbers her us n sl sensilive,
pnapoiled, and inrcliigent woman.™® Atracted tn the steme,
shie nonde her debat af thwe Royal Collegs theate playing the
fecid molie o e Kz s Tt i oo by thie Trisl Thasophist,
lames Hemry Cousing. whio was chen professar of Englist at
Wadias 1 lniversing?

Selinn sturted ber Gacgsr as d beagher ar tie Buddhist (1irls
Crullegs in Mount Lavioia wod becauws ifs st prineipal. s
she was nnt coatent simply W teach, Like sy edociisd
vorth af rhar fima, Nelina wan awakeninge o the call of
priapessive paticnalisnm. The frecdom movoment o India
revarberuled o Cevlon Gandln launshad 3 mass civil

&

disohediznoe campaign ui 1930, The tellowing wear nostive
vonng (Cavionese nationalise lanschad their oo Yauth
League movomert to press the Tight for complete
independence (ol the Tozal clite retused 2o support. much
Iz55 load. Helng pened the Souds Colamlo Yeaxrh Leaguz
and hiarsd prbitical meatings st her school o e svenings.
She wns one of e ™New Wornen ' ol the period — indepeid=ol
edyeiied, conrazeons and politicelly sty as wene Curolins
Coumsweardenar  Adonvpillat, Darcen IYoum)
Wickremasinabie, Suaun de Silva and lator Vivioane
L mmaveaTdone.

I Jale 1932 Thilip Guaawardena, the tather ol Cevlan
Maradsm, e jeined the Sooth Calombe Youth Foague,
Philin had become a socialist durige L studenl vears in
A nuerica and then spant the nest [ive veure 10 Londan weedbaeg
writh the British Cormmunist Paroy, anlil he was expelled Do
suppaiting Trotsky against Stalin? (fiven his depth ol
caperisnee wod irurense chuiwlza, Philip quickly heeame
the driving lorce behind the South Colombe Yoet Leagus.
Seling gradualby was stracued ty Murism.”

Radival Protest

- Cleyvlom, ke overywhors elaz in Lhe Tmpies, the Tirilish
I_.:::_Tah]i:.hm::n'r czlzhrarcd Armisvice Day wich jingotsiic
petzitales, formal Baoguers wieh foasrs ro Her Metesoe and all
thie pests The Ladies sold poppies and donared rhe preeceds ro
war velerins Some gaticonalists complained thar rhe
Crelonass viterans gol che shorl end of the stk Tn 2851
Aclian Parcra, an cx-sorvicomen, sfariod a cwaoe s voraing
ol the venpeien. o which Cerlonese yeluntee iz sold e
siepdver (oot ond guve the procesds we Ceylonsse veleris
The Sond: Colambe Youth Leazue enthustastouliy poined
the nesxr Suriva Mzl protese. Seling and her comrades
radicalized and ronk nvor the commiee.” “Heetalar vour
iefusal to enconrspe participation i Imperidlial War"
dechomd G lr imifesio, "Every Suriya Mala i34 hlow arainst
Irmperizherm, Tascisoo, aod 5™ Io the comaxs of thar time,
thiz wias shockme, Mice middle-close Cerloness s
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weTen L supnosad robe handine sut lzat?ors that svuoded ke
thew'd been wiillen i Moscow:

1933 0 adarn epidersic v the lJamd Phe povornmienl
fespoose wuk tardy and more thao L0 perished o pwe
months alone. Tha Suifya Mal activists organized thelc own
prwssToars reliaf sanapuden. Selina trokksd frogn ane siio ken
willage o ihe ueal, distributing medicine wal feod Sha saw
habies suching the hreases of their Jead mothzrs, and Ttz
tiled with corpszs. The experisnce stoked ber anzoratl suciul
wrustice und siffened her resolve o Gche for the aplifl of the
1 HETTE

I the course of this wark she hesune clase with 2 folloe:
st Mal aetbvist, 2036 Parera. o handsome iniversity
Tecuger who had just saened s doctorere ar the Lesdon
Suhioe] of Eeommmics,. Tle wis une of Fhiti: Casveearndenas
tevoless. A swoer ramance svon develnped. Their relutions kip
wils intertwrined with their palitics froon the st

The Red Party

In U35 rhe Brulish povemment anpeonced that cleations
wonnid b Tield e the State Chuneil sl the Tollawing vear,
sefmiaand hee commudes decided tha the me was sppariuoe
o bamnely w socielist parey, [o December 1935 Seling
Participsted in the foondiog conlerence of the LSS The party
binnmed with swaqthfil ideahism. She was elected 1 the
Cenwal Cormmittes wd served a5 the potys treasiren”
Cierring, off 1o & rouring seert, rhe LIS Relded faur candidiles
in rhe elsciions. Sziing stompsd with 8.0, Perera in
Rl Much o he shock of the essablisiiment, they
toppled the wealthy and powsrtnl incutbsnt, Philip
Cumawardena alsa vun in Avisswactla, wheps his family was
wrll ko qod reepectod. Coonawardena snd Porors yasd
tha Srate Couneil brillianrly Lo broadeast thaic political
messags o the penple and o Behl Gor reforms thal would
herezr e Jot ol the pear

O 6 March, 19306, Seline and N, Persra maricd. I 4
Eemise then wene flso murricd fo the LESF Both had dedicaed
thair lives Lo the cansz. She was o parey leader i ber own
vight aumd hed a big influesoe o his politieal $uicess. ¥ She
weils regrarded as Mone ol the most able and vl eomen in
the porie™”

In LY 3 youoyr Avstralian. Mark Dracesivdle, arrived in
Cayliat o leam the planting business. He felt sy For the
estite laburers and contacled the LYS9 The pary decided
Lhuatl this callows woud with pinkizh Comwunist sympathics

i

el bie put Lo proved wse. Seting pod her comrades aeganized
tp=at i ralhios in i plantation districws acwhic® Brpeegindle
wauhd thundereaainst v Pliler Bt The governmen issusl
w departation ardor against e rabble-rouser Seling Loyl
awey roie im tkdmg Lo from the palice. The muly cleverle
wirmed “the Braveeirdle AUair™ inta 5 capse colebre. Whon
nxwis Hoathy departad in 1938, Seling was ul the jormy o ses
aum off,

Al this pohlichy posde Selire’s parents ansiaus Tler fither
nllered o pay forber wogo e England aod sel her deomes 18
solig god her comrades sas s as an cpportmity, They
decided tht she shoold 2o 10 Englund., work with tho By iisl
Trulskviats, and thels visil Leen Trotsky ac Bis reluge in
Pcxion an ned wie home. And snin 1933 s waid Eesvdhve
weher hisbeud, family, and cominddes and Ser off om b
i s&in,

Miszion to Mexiva

eling snroiled at rhe Schoeol of Orzntal angd Africun

Studizs, whizhwas porl ol the University of Tandun, She
studied -Sanskeit and Polis the lenguage-al ths ancicn:
Theravuda Buddbust canon. In Junc 1939 she comploted aer
DA deoree in Ido-Arun Languages with a Lovesr Sacand
Clisy Tlomors. -

Masnwhile, Seling worked closaly with the local Teotskvist
gioups and stayad for a while with Charlie Van Geldersen,
whe waz ome of the delegutes to the founding conleroncs of
the Lol Terevysiionad in Paris in Seplembaer Y24 Thewigh
vastly autiyubered on the 124, the Brdsh Frackyvisg wepe
engaged o Oeree pelitical war with the Conmugist Parly.
Ating and Eereomeades denvunced the erimes of Lhe
Staliists. In the USSR Stalin wus carmving cul the Cmear
Terror. Ho staged the infamess Moscew Lals in ord=r o
elimivgtz sl remaining rivals. In Spaio the Salinisr a0t
murdcied the Trolskyiatz and otber Iefllists fighring Franco.
Aust gs Trotsky pradicred, fhe counlemrevolinziang: v polizy ol
thie Stalinists in Spain Jed we che defear of (e Repablic and
2l the srape for e pesl world war,

IS preceiber 939 Brirzia decluesd war om Cesindny, Seling
Mad o centimes her misshon posthaste, Arriving in New York
the: following month, she made o bes ling roothe Socibisl
VYWearkers Party (SWPY, hie Auperican saction of the Tourth
Bitermutivnul. wha welcomed ber with ppen acns. The SWE
newEnUpRee prioted her srtatement of oppesition ra the
“imperialist war'™ On 2 November, she briclad the memies
of the Tnterpational Excogtive Comnmtitees nf fhe Tourth
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Intermutivoal we XN Tocl Cie Thte et paind, the teasers
ot the Fourth irwermaaanal e budiog: Teedalos loinselD Gido’t
know thar they cven had suppartors o Cey lon, mic o menian
that they led the hegerrnnic parly of the edl.

The S%T tade e awziugaents for hoe rip i Ceyeacdn, a
subiirh of Moxioo £y whers e Troeky s wers Liviee a
procriong i lite, When she reached Sun Antenin, Texis,
sl sent Trutshy o shent lofter asxing ta be mat-ac ths bos
Lerminal in Mesdvo Cily, ®Tda pol think yon will have sny
dillicuhy in adenuline e, 10 vau Leak g Sor a breen-
skmnad fomate i o seanges coslums!™ " Thweeer, sl was
stappad arthe bavder in Laredn ona vise echnicalily: Deeply
discaesd. she svare o Trotsky Trom Califomia four days
Lter: "1 wiae pedug Tantby Fongen] fo abanden ooy i)y to Mexizo
and forewo perhiapsthe vae clisoce e Liefoie of mienting
w1 She e mirhe A Slalhineel wseassan coocdered Tratsky
imi s homni leas than o veur later. She often Ll Ber comrades
thar migzing st one apportoity o meet Trotsky way the
preaics | disappaanlwent of here lifg

Fighting tn the Froot Ranlk

R‘n:'l,u_'j:.j_unéI fe e doag i gy 1R Selina plonged nack
e packy wiork Followiog the Trotslovist ling, the 1557
tefuzod Lo supporsthe Brdsh war ellort Selim onee aaain
hocaine a tuntiliar igore on purty pletlmms, In the Slate
o] her osoand and Fhitip $aenocsacdenassarad againar
the wear bud gt wnd delivered blisierios antiwar speeches it
pharmzad the Colanial COIfce in Lendon.

Im Jae 1l e Ccaeemror of Ceylon isusd an onder for the
arcest e i party legders Alerted 2o the impendizg renressicn,
(e LESP desided that Leslic Goonewardens shauld zo
wisberercanr] noedistely amd bewinie ceganies i clandesting
pprenalis, whnle the siber Baders wonkd cowrt aomsst, Do 18
Junz  thepolice amesued Phitp Ciunmsarden, SO Perery,
and Colem de Silva: Bdmund Samaras kedy was smosoed dhe

=1

follewsing daw. The LEST galled & mass meating ro prorzse e |

aerests, The pelice atacksd I e melee Selina callied ik
wronedd et Ted womarch o the Behkada omeon. ™A vanlowd of
bam-waing Policemen jumpad s us we resched SNoTis
Foad™ tocalls one of her comneades, “and having infroduced
ia ey the heawy ands of thair batens, ook szveral or osine
cudtedy,” 1 Salina was jailed amd Jater mleazed.

Frown that paint . “Seling became the principal miss Hgore
arat fek s hean th open activify of the pamy wds aeganirod

and develope] = She worked amler the constan Gavar of

"

arrcat. In 1941 she addresscd the Jafima Yol Congmess.
“Reling maslea fiory specel it enrded it conning by il
L epen denenciation of the Beirish, Mevertheless, she wa-
srresled-and clpgged with sodivion fnosha Maltakarn coorls
arid e sy etited vl e clgss™ F Lawe she helped loed =
stttk al the Bothrmn™s clpareile compas i Coloba, W hien
a pelice officer tricd o armest her on the picked ling, she
slapped i and zaid, "Tharshould reacheson nnc e by -hencs
an i wactan!™

Im April TEE the LSS camied out a well plionssd o an
the jail wheee Soling’s hushand and the other thees parcie
lenders weere being held The prizancrs weerespiriled under
sorver ol dargesss 1o ludseals geaand Calmbe. Bmbarea ssed
and inlriawed. e movemimenl juiled o ity ssmbe s
and paar Baling undar houss grrest. 'he LESP was an ellscl
A eomplarely indeeg reamnd.

The BExodus to India

U:La'zllu: tedo prgin Ceslon at that poing, the ey leaders
decided Lo sldh theds astivitics ro India. This rade sond
sepsr lor several psasons, Ticsl, wiila Caylon was quice at
that poing, Indiwas g voloame read s Bremupl, Gind s i
HATCATENITE 16 SR e Mdes muesrmenl b Mo the
Brivisli to quir lndia.” Speand, rthew hed co-thirkers in gz
sapor crdee of Todin with whod ey could scok eefien and
join Torces, In May T2 chese proups of Tl Troskei=s
merged into the Balshavik Leniniat Party of India f3LP1
Wikt its el nariers in Brmbay.

Fin Faby 1943 Befinaund haronrnrades mads thoir well-planmesd
eevip from Ceylon in litthe fishing hrars, Whils soame wen:
o efduzul, Seling aad e main confinge st cantimied ain
Bamhey, She and her husbasad, assuondeae T lilss Biates,
rensed o Fiaf in. Ciirungom,

Jirsti Ty weeeks Jate s, the Ot Tndia ressalt empted in Brmbay
andvwckby spread soroes Tndin, Bele s Coonumtis; Pty
apposcd tha strarols, the Prelshyisls pave 1 their
ungonditiceal sapper Thmugh tho pursy was smaliand new
e the sesn; the zovernmment regaded tha HLPL a5 a
siniiicant poksiiial taeat? They seppad o thels manfoant
For the Ceylopese [ugitves, Dulsclives whaconi] ecognizs
Seling and her commudes wees troughioap T Cevloan The
Homhay prhice were fold o ok fors woman with @ *Raea
Tarsemburgian™ charaster®® Selima used woopa oul Lo
denensteations o wieious disguises! Using an assumed
e, shee moda venching job sl wsclicol o Beanbay and helped
ta finanes s party with her swrriogs.
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A wresuliol e inervanricne, the BEPT ecreiled o neimbes
el woth wha nesded- e be niaioed in Mursdem wmd
Irpeskeisme Selivg was culstaoding 1o that mle. Howewer,
aven within the BLIT she bad to be cuotious, knowing thar
the: pohice were ryiog W plant spics in the parms The new
recriily in her study classzs knows her simply as “Blagie 7

Cin the Run

m duly 1943 rhe Brmbay police, &otng oo g g (oo G

Caommimanist Farmy, vaidec BEPD Tidednts iod wrrested st
af the cadees, inclnding Tec husband. Alerted 1 the dungar,
seding, Colvio de Silvig Deslie and Vivienns Goonewardens
TRl v Mlondiaes. sehene there was & stromg B DrancT. Selia
acud hier pomiredes wnk ap residenee 2 e BLET “commaene”
a Epuinils tesn-arnricd hose i Yeaus Culony tn Teymampot.
alis b parl of the party exoanrive conmilss,

[arimg this period-an eceissauy Trom e American SWP
eratactad e wadecground parsy in AMadras. Ha swas a comeade
whiorn Selima had met m the LS in FUA0D. I owas a bappy
eeuciuct, ey eves sparkled warth immense Jeliphl oy we
recalhed hertourand some of e pecple we Lesee She wants
L be remzminzned roail e comrdes she had mer over
Frare 7= Healeq nared (et she looked ligs zhe mad szed
soitirdorabiy, The nerve-wricking lite of & revolutiomce vn
Lhe rmwas faking s wll,

In 1943 ZBelipg parbcipated in the fiesr B Todia cunlersnce
af The BLI'L. waich was held in Madeas yoder die tichiezl
sevurily. Sumehow the police pon s ol (s meedne. 1he
deleirutes had 1o disporse quickby, Wit the polices hot or their
trail, Saling, Celvin de Silva, cod the Oornesardenes went
o Calenng, wlsre tere was anothar-seeors heagich of the
party, They eetiled in the Hoally subwdy of e cily and
ttserated themzelves in o wenk of the bronch,

Uhe marva to Calenrrs opened o huppler chantar in hee Tife,
sha kad deviloped i close pulitical and prraonal relstousiip
seieh Cadwin e Silve™ Incacdditios, the inteinal Ll ol the
Caleutia BLIT was stimutating. Tha landers of the branch
wizre ucbyne, well-read Marzist jnlellsciusls wheowers her
incellectual pesrs. The Beogali commadez adored her They
ulteerirnae v ealiod e “Sheéela." rom than nn, that Desiues
b e, snd Calouwe became et hame.

No Turning Back

e the war snded: hupe political demios ration.

246 there was & naariae in the Todiag wayve 1o Bomboy srnd
tighting avehe sreets "Sellng wis highly deliphied w fing a
pontiing revalvioieoy Siluation in India.” recutls Railen
Bannaji, & fonnsr mewber of the BLPT in Caleutta =~

Submu plyved an impasrenr sola I helpiog (e purly zel
impnetane hates i the labar moveinsnt, nolahly with the Tine
Fightors in Calcu papsr il workers in Tiagarh, potfery
factooy workers tn Puruha, and coal workaes in Ranigan,
She also patisnudy trwined che young reemits. Avigiving Reitish
Trutskyist commended her indtiacive in "ree viack of aiving
sludy orovpa, classes and lecmres, the wozh ol nsninge up
rew members, easdulales and contacts in dinicicicul
mwaterilisny, inosconumics nothe genzzal thzory of
Muarsasm. ™™ A ong of mer aung puolSeds laler recalled.
Sching “guided me wewvids sadinge beoks of grear socilise
thinkars wWha weren’ Lulwiins mentioned in che eommen mn
Murxist lierature ™

Meaewhale, w Cevlon e Trotskyises fietded sangidates foa
Lhe purliamentary clections in 1947 Se2ling ealurned o belp
Calvin de Hilva with his campaigu, Ilewsver. afier the
cleetinn. sha renarnag foo e, The DLPL had hocame hes
st i e caid Iier icue Tuvs, She sottlad inogomodest,
linke stiesl Tewal [hitat 54 Ciamash O haneden Avvatiue s centsl
Culouila, noxl o the law office of Ler Giend and comrade
tremn the Landen Savs, Ajil Rov. 3he suppomed hassclf by
mraring Renguliz in Bnglish

Thie Themiye of the BLIY

I[I L2 g preup within the BLPT propused tha the party
merge with the Congress Socialisl Parly, oo larpe left wing
o rhie Toediao Wational Congress, Inchaiv wicw, the BLTT wuas
tan sl Lo competz effectively an the lefl, I they jomed
e Bucialial Parte, they argued, they would be able tnowin
over Lt t-wing Sraialists, build up o Troskoyise cancus seithin
Lz parcy and theu exal stponger then hetore: Seling Lad
misgivings. Wiy merge with the Sneialists wien e DL
wig slarling o make heedway, copecially in Mudray and
Depgal?

Vhe pra=enny factics gradually guined a roajarity i the pait,
uand in late 1848 the BLPL voted oo enter flic Sceialisl Tanly,
Frr Siling, e demize of tho BLPE was painful, Mevenbele:s,
she curried el the parte decision with vnerzy ood dissipline.
She circ elated Frath Internatouml Ttecatre within the parts
and prodded the Teadesship Lo ke more milicant posiions,
“Shecla Povera weol unowith dedizatinn.” recalizdane af by

aenatizst the Brivsh eoek plase in Caloulia, Tn Tebraany | S00rades, A a resall, she camod the respeer ef mnng leadess

R
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gnd activists of the Socinlist Parte™ ¥ She was slzotod 10the
Wesl Bengel esvoulive comuegs i wacked with nnians
e e Tind Masdoor Sabli; he Secivlist lrade witdon:
federatian,

I 1952 the Sacialists comtesied the senera! electans wilh
b Topey, The suling Congross Pary, honsewar, waom g
lamdzhde victory. Deanoralized by Qe S ong detear, the
soctalist leaders desided v wnite with a breslansay aaoup ol
disgident old-zehonl Congmessmen., [ermine o new purty bissd
an A hadgz-podre of Crandhism and Marxd s, Dpuon heariw
e newes, Sching imediately ralEod about 50 Socislist Pan e
rmecitbers Lo rejet e wiergen Shie Decame it racognerssd
ihiic spokesperson, Bl the dizsident Seciaiie: Tad o seim
againat g strone stesam. Uhe Sehre government bac won a
bor ef rapailar support wich itaclaims th ke hotlding
“demeeratio sreialismy™in India. The dissidenthocialistawons
e inalized.

Abortive Socialist Beproupment

n the attzrmath of the TUAZ slzctiems scveral loln parrios

bezgan afking abeowr the wesd faeanisy inarder tocbnild an
effeciive cpposiice. Thy 27 Taioass 1033 mcre e o doees
Iefiel partiee weelin Doy and voled Lo Tzl e Blae dour
Kigar Puriy [Workers and Pessants Purtyy ol a Tuturs
eontarence. = Noling weleomed this initiarive, and she snd
s other Tiecskvisis were eleced toothe 200 menle:
Provisiomal Conerdl nmmmittos.

In Bounday te oo front of pactizs gor o (004 prodmising
sliart by lakiog legdership of e populas movemenl Lo
Limited Muharazhira, But mass wark akone couldn'c resolve
the political diffzrenoes amanzse the ditfanent partics i the
fraot. Taking awactive cele inciledebate cover pragiun Seliog
criliviged the Tuzey Tormolutzens e seni-Slalinist peeitivns
aaed Tewedtd foc e Trotshoris, lioe, The discussions doagsred
o for e than e v wiids e oregress,

M e venera ] alecuom of TG57 dress near, the o Lkt
parttes in che freao unilarzraliy moonted their cwn
itdepeadene aleetion campaignz Clan Ty, e Morgs woosee!
wisll very stoang, Selinn conciudsd Ll G resroupmeant
exercise wis fuale, Sk called upom all Imotskeise in Indiz
wr olose ramks and Torm a purely ' resskoddse party. “Lat us rell
them jrhe ofher LeAt partios] that instead of nonning after
MMesions of ball-Tabad unity juzl wees we e coasolidating
Trotskoyists ve contobuie o clart Brvoge anr stood aed ey o
saund basts ol Lefl umitv 103l ever comes sboul™

4

Fighting for the Marty Merspective

o XNavemiber 1057 Seling convend a crnforenco of

Lrisbvists e Culeulla, The deledalas waed w favor af
kuildingr & now party that would be ws=cctuled with the
intenarional Tresskyd s moveemnent. Selina was cnthusiastic.
She could fimally Jeware bevseld ta mebailding o Balshowik
party 1y Dmlicc She procoptly oodde s firencial danasion oo
auppact the productian of the intamal discussion bulietine,

Suwne of e Tootsksists, hawower, watfled om rha canlorence
dectsion, Lemparized o waiied To clse wfes oiler czois
sartics, In the disenssion hulletine Seling and her enoup
shiwply coiiicized thelo propasals s wishtul thinking and
OppUTLid st nnnyers Seling Jalzndes] the fundame:]
parspoctve of building e diserphned Duelshesiz parly. o
Trtter hsvae Tomi und hand thac siriinsle michl he.

[ir [958 Scling hazred arothar contorancs in € alzutid thar
Loauched the B olutionary Workers Pary (RWEL: Tha now
purty Ueclorsds “The auly revolobooary sdeclogy Laday Lo
this world has the rume of ‘Trolskvism, Le conemporars
Marxizm.” The W eagram was Razzd oo the nriginal
program of (he RLEL Selina was elecwd farhe thiee menthar
proditical bureiu,

Sebing was kean ta re-cstallish che link with the Frrcth
Tisbzamaricaal that bad becn severed whan the BEPL cotered
e Conpgaess Botalist Tiony g 1925, Tn dhe inervening venars,
however: the waorlid Trotekvst moeeeroeit Tl been winkhenl
by s tdeolencul orisie fusled by the ooeel of e Cold W
und the pnaspocced sxpunsion el Swahniso plobally, n 1953
the: Franth Intermational splic in pa, "1 dan's recal? s2zing
dusucisntg al the e sl dold e w D579, "We s Todin
had anlya murky idew ol whul was hoppemne o due Tounl
Infermutionel ™ Thenuph conucs with visiong ' rotskyizts,
she opznsd o dislegos wich both wings of the Fourti
Irccrnational. limnvy Tleang: 3 wefcran Belvish Trorskeist,
pelviseel she BT b izl clese and friendly ealations™
weilt both GiGlons ™ Selina and Jisr coomrales ungsd both zid=s
S seriously comsider and ind out ways and means e heal
up thiz weand with demesratic organizational safore tae
g™

ThicweTs thee BT pol ofl wo wopowd stacl, Here seepe sUll hosz
in thes party swho bud appetives Tor o bigpes ssneer, Tn Dengal
some KWP members started discussions with the
Rewatutionary Camimunisc Farmy af India (ROCPL L a maverick
crarrivimiat ginip At had hoowarond since the thitdes end
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aud A preeTiolky feton of i gww Seline oppased this
initiative In bor view, the Trolskyisls o Indis s wisee=d
te=a ppitich Ui amd last too oy valuahle eadees T dnedng Lo
fund sher-ciars o boilding o revaolotianary pacly. Lhe pro-
merger aone, owsver, provailod and e RW I mermad with
the RO 1 Tume LG

Far Seliry the liquidation of the KWE was the Tasl stz
Aveiwding fa one of her close comrades, "Her lofly dreem
Lo & Tearskevist miuty | weas tomn asndze ™ Seling withdiaw
by the sidelioes. Just as she had predicisd, the merger with
the RETT produced an unstalle soalgarmaton. The pary wis
Pl b the st when e Sioo-Indian war Broke ol Lo vy
later. "The ROPT majocity ok # pro-Nidia line. whils the
Irotskyists defendsd Cling nn the Pagis Dl il was a “workers
atuta.” Thae Trolshyists bad to splic dnd stic all aver again,

Phongh sbe Jido'Uregoin her pld cowrades, Szling enntiaued
e auppon lellist canass and worked wath varions wnioos in
the Cilouga arca. When die Comemmnise Pady split iz 19
el was on good leems with the leaders of the wing th
became rhe TN, such a5 Ashok Wi, whe hacame g
st o the first Lefr Fro Governmone in Wesl Dengul
i 157,

Ll e
B

The Tragic End

1 herdarey vears Seling heeame more und faors de pressed

e death of her parzoty grieved her weailily, She alen
eemld ™| sesen o resalve e aguotions! arrschioenls witk her
ex- busband o Crelvin de Silva. She gave muney o Ry
stadents tor muitics aod lived inoviviual povesrty herseIf. Her
health detericrolsl, Ter lettars o old cumrades in Sei il
heeame Lass and leas traquanl, wod thes stopped aliussether,

Aclivi made amangenents W have hes Fnily prOpCrty in
Miharagama dooated e the LSSP atrar her dewd She 2lso
Insteusted incher will (il ber porsonal s zies be domared o
socil Servies oigaiatons in India, Was she conts nplaling
soicide? If she was, she wouldn'l have beeu (e Firs:
revattiorary Lde sa.

In luke May T98G her neighbors noticed Gutthay 2ada’t ssen
Sehzna rzzently, They called the pofics, wha enteml Ter Dol
and fonad Ber body, She had Leen desd Tor 2are Lime, 'Uhe
Calonlia govermmenr kepl her corpse in she cocgue (or o
ccuatly wath varicais peatesds. Fnally, hor fiicads wnd cornrades
wer abls o give ber a proper fnc @l She wos cromarned a1
Sahumagar in souh Kolkara on 15 Jue 198.

iy

[ Lis chituary Satien Bausuesdd sloguently sunued up the
lile ol hiz fricng and comrade: “Sheely cemeianed an che
furzirone of & revolutionary parts frrover thres decades. She
had rosutfer surcasm and persccativn for her palitiea]
ideolog v Dissuse, ofd age aod ariel hed taken a harsh wll
bt s resglucinmary self was indomitable. & elenilsya
revulatimmary. sha wagsnotondy an ideul, bt a geeat and rure
PECTIEEE ™

End Motey

' Hoows Abasvavocdhana; swhin pones 1he LESP i e lae

amd kneww Selina fnn inany yeurs, args chs Siest o ity
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FEMALE LEADERS IN SOUTH ASIA: THE IMPACT OF
FEUDALISM AND RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM

Devanceyn Mesiah

Puh'j'.-rch'_n-' 15 at the care al virtuad by ol teodal and reli nus
Jundamenealist leaditions, There have beer o Fow
mtrialzhal sovieles in contarics past, und some fastures of
matraecly perisl inoa tow sovielies thut have became. in
el ventunias. loss aud Jese matrisrchal. The seripoeres of
newrly all majer relighons appear o lead legitinacy, in largep
ursmaller messice, Lo same forms of geader -hus=d dispacity.
Thut many liberul scholars and thealurizns facl the peed Ly
earage o fenimst eeintarprenative ol traditicng and seripluses
wndersedrss Lhe uhiguity of painarchy in whal they e
SOGaLY (o0 Teintemre,

Phroughout tuslory, the proportion ol women who e sisen
to B majer leaders of politiss, snoicrine ol religinusg
corunuailizs has heen swall, Ao Somh Asls us elaowhere
Given the cless Tikhs betweon patriaccly. Teudalism aod
religious indamsutasm. inmay seenrreusonahls o33
tratehe cmedence of weanen lend sre wionld e moge Qo
i soieties wnmersed in faudal wnd religians fundamensalist
readibicns than i madern liberal deviwczaciss. 1n fact, {4F 015
arpanent sehalkacs ave neintzd 10 the sudden CIncIpahee ol
women- leaders ul the apex in S Lunka, ndia, Pakistan and
Bangladesh us evidenze of smancipation and Lick of fonder
prefudice in those conntriss wnd in st tegion. B is this
whiat the Tects reveal]

In Sri Lanka on the azsaasination of the Trine Minister
BRI Dandaranaike fn 1959, his widow Sirimava
Ramlaruoasks, wha had neither been polivically active tor
el e sigmifieant sotitical oflies previously, wes soclained
levder nlthe riling parly and Pocsese the world s ficst Temula
prime Thinislers, She rescatedly claimed thar hey sk as prinee
IS wae o corry oul e palicics of lier Tawe hushand,
wive vonselidared Ler political srip. continned as the
unckullenged leader wl her party, and wus pring indsor
whonever il parly was clected 1o power 1111 she handed
ot th reiny tn her davghusr Chondriks Dundarane ik
Kairatunge, herself widow of the assazsiitled charismatic
palidval leader Vijaya Rumaramnge, In 199 Chandriba
became prine winister. and waent o w e 0 ool Gree
temale execulive prasident few cumths larce,

Curigusly, her metn apponent o Gt presidertial slactivn
wits ancther widow, Srima Dissanuvake, nominaied in plecs
el the aszassinaed Gumnind THssanavake, Chuncrika tan,
cansnlidated her policical prsition axd held office 1ill (he
caipletion 0f her sacand e ws presidene I 2005 Balh
pictherand danghter were chansmatic palitical Jsaders, whese
msc L the fap wits very sudden. They enjuved the snppor of
w2y large numbers of tomals wolars, but the percamtiae of
Fomale Members of Parligmen, :MPs) remaived alemuldly
“ow fol the order of 3% bafone, thronghout their enures of
clfice, and  after, Meither of chom appearsd o haes o
purticnlarty inlerested in advancing Temala pelitical
representalion ot nther feminist comenms, There urz 1o
tesecvalioms for wounen in the S0 Fankan Parliamene bar
Lwre ars mioves Lo Demislare for znels reservatiang in laged
ST,

In Tidia, Prime Minisler Taowaharlal Schpg was sucosaded
by Ll Babadne Shoe i swehu, in o, was succesded by Ind i
Ciamdhi, daughier of fweaharlal Mehro, Unlike Simava
Randaioaike, Indits Gandld bae boen desply unersed in
politicu] issuss tram o very yoimg azs. She wo consalidated
ber purty an natioeel leadersbip Bt was ussassingeed in [954,
she waus surceedsd by hor son Rodiv Gundhis Latz e wie
wssassivated. Inodus conrss his widvw Sania Gandhi {from
rialw ) bevume parry Teader cod was alfered e elfice ef prime
migister which she declined. Khe reqigine the most
ciursmaric leadsr of her pary. Meitlier Sonia, nor [ndin
Ciandhi hofops bBer, had heen associated i A vaneing
witnen & polilical reproscntation or otber fmini st issues.

Tlisre sre mnrcservations forwomen o the Tndium Parlianent
and rhe praporlion of women elecled hos dhoeays been 1915
o less. Tl the prapaizion of wamen in the Tndian Pariismom
i bl diehic it i the Sri Lankan Peclinment may bie due
pramarily te the histery of massive ipvolemen: of wartan,
seunr and ald. 1w lhe Gandhian sucial and palitical
muvements leading 1o indapendence.  Bur 105 iz gl
accquaty, The magor Indlan political purtics have jgresd w
a feials pulitical representution level of ar least 324 and
this 1= provided for in mespect ol lecal aovernment in ferms
ol the Constitetivaal Amendmene of 1982 Anemps 10 aend
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the constimson tn provide forguotas in Parfamenl e nol
el uuseded despite agrecment in principls Ly all the majar
pamics. Thie reccpais o live issnc,

In Pakistar: toon laree pwmbers of wromen of diverss apy
rroups weld involved in the indepsodeocs movemant as well
a3 in the weitslion for paricion (e, creution of Pakistanl.
Maramud A1 Mool would afren have b ssier Fatina
Tinrah air with him ol public masrings, befovs aad uller
independence, dospice repeabed prolests fiom erthados
religons leaders who held chul winmsn should ooe be actiee
m i eaes mor hild Izl oftice in o Muoslim cocaty, In 1953
Field Marshal Ayub Klon caphucsd power and went oo G
exlallish 3 new comsuiution oo 1962, replacmg the 1956
Clesistitution which had provdded for dual voting rights frr
wearren — for (ke general soits apen bomen il wcimen as
woll ws Lor w Taw sears roszresd for owornen. The wopossd
102 Constatuiion abolished divcerclioctiones o Lhe presidency
and ro Parbament. und  substiwted indircer elections by un
Elsciomal Collepe hasod om lucal bodizs, Thiz otfcetively
permmilled oand pulation b the incumbenl presidenbidianor.
Iy iy case, 10 wns meoetly thon who vaauld be inthe Eleciozal
¢olloge. Thus. only s1x women wiare olaotad Farliarneznl
inidzr that Constitucion.

Fabirmw Jumah daced mo comeest the Held coarelall positicn in
the 1083 presidential cleetion. Her candidaturs sensriled
miprecedenied eathu stasmm, pazicularky amang women. Lven
the: erhados religious pardes including e very poserTul
Tougiar-c-Teizmi, which had repeaded |y deciioed that 2 ammen
vould pot hold high polifical affize; supponed bar casdidaane.
1 Ly Freld Marshal Avub K hen ranipilaizd the Eleclosal
Coollzge wrsdoure his pe-elediion, themglvit was clzar thal the
majarite nf the vorers bucked Tatiog: Taoah.

Vomen asd sludents conrinned oo pley o majer rols e Qe
apilutivn for dewocracy, [ the parliomentary elecuions of
LUTH, chere war vvsr whelming suppom in Yot Pukastan [ur
the Pakistm People's Tuny led by Zolfiicar ali Bhutto, and
in Rasr Pakisan lor the Awamd League led Dy Muajibor
Raliman, Denicd the nffice of privne minisier despile wizbing
the Purliusentary majouity, Mujibns Ratman lad e revelland
Haat Pukisten seceded 1o lonm Daneladssh, Tn res course of
tim Bl wis dislodged and exscoted sl o fonily tied
the coentry. His dangheer Henuzdr Bhute reueoed o lesd
her Cather's pauty aad to conmest che 1R elections ol whick
shi awepl e pulls und became prinse minister. Sh was agan
cxpallzd frem the countey bt retuened o contest and wia
the 19935 parliamenrary electons. The mulitay hias hesnovery
powerful 1 Pakiztan, and militury diclatess reost dilficuln 1a
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disladzs. Irfoaked as 004 wiae Baoazic Bhatte whi Skl
sucvsed o dote it In dus eonrse sbe returoed Jgaii Beantest
parliameatuey sleciions and generzled mucli poplsr
crchnsinam, hul was wssasstnaied o the sve il the 2l2ctions
i Jaracy 2005, Her parly wesnt o0 to win end her widuwer
Anil AT Fardari is meve the pany leadar and prresidene

|Jespits women playing decisive roles wseveral aationaland
regiemal elsctons the nuwber of fomalz MFs in Takisian never
reithicd doubic ffmres pre-2002, par even dunne or e e
Lrpedinte wake of the carnpuien led by Farinzn Knoah in
1965 or thuss led by Benazic Bhullo m 1988 and 1993
Hewever there have been same remarkshle andividhal
spccesscs, Wasitn Walt Bhun swidow of Wali Khan and
danyeditsr oo Jaw of Khan &hdul Giallar Khan, waes olocted as
lezder of (G opposition of the romede ulire-Tsodal Maorth-
Wast Frontier Provioes buide ing Afphenistn and. even won:
incrodikbe, wn Irisk wonnan wag 2lected as a member of e
Mational Azzembly from anutier semors eginn, Bahiehs,
Tie Teadal factar i1 one case. und the el colonal factor
in the other, l=ob epitiogess, crceridmyg the pender Tt

In Bangladzeh, since the assassinalion of Sheik Mujikor
Fotungn, the effcerive leadership hus besn codating between
U mrilitery, seversl male lcaders, Saek Mupbar Rabiman s
dangbrer etk Thasing Wiieed, and Khaledu Ziu. widiw of
Pregidoant Wiaur Kahmun. In tecenl woars Hcag fe sarien
Eave emergod as themostc humsmiic paticaal Jeaders. Hasing
ia pow Uie prime minisres and Khadeda the lsader of the
apposivdon. Oherall. the direcr participation of weus
prolitizs in Bangladesh1s ol leas] inone respect in advanee of
thar ¢lzewhere in Sncth Asie, 5o Liooka and India have
reserealiong ferwsmimen in Parhament. Takistan bas @ highor
prupariion ol wamen (21.0% eonsegquent (o the 2007
slectioms ). bul mivel of these 72 mombors wore sslscied
indivcethe by the electesd MPe aod only 8 towe ware ditecly
elacted. In Hanglodosh, s from M 2004, the Crracioition
pateeidles Dol reservatinn of A5 scuts lor s wia Patliamene
of 345 whicl works ant oo 1 3%. Lalike 1o Pakisten, iliesc
electiony W Farliament ave based on pepular vole frorm
ferritarial clocroTarcs,

1 these Tour couctries puticular fomale leaders have besn
bzt inspine and drase widsspread suppors, espacially from
waneT vafors, Such leadsrs as Sirmmave Bandaranaiks and
Chardrics Benduranuibie in S50 Lauka, Endita Crandhi anu
oo Cramdhi i fndis, Peifmu Donaly, Masi Ws i Fhan and
Benaenr Blatie o Pakizman end Sheibds TR ¥Wased and
Khaleda Eiu in Dengladesh derived teir churtsoe, at Teas
i part. from Chedr father Bboother o hoshand. *Fhisse woenszn
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bavg sursly inspired and siven contidence e ucher waames
amd lslped o bezak dowen gender prefudices. Phose sy ancss
ares undoubredie ol signilicames ol mobom any reaesformgie
piale. Mo of Lhese fzaders appeared o have pade o majes
durahie: npact on the level of women’s represeataton or nn
ether feminist isswes. Curdousty, i exerpticnal cuses, fudal
suceession has gooe from wamen o men Andies Crandhi e
her sem Rajiv, amd Henaric Bliulle ko bor busband Zurdart
and g gne gase frome mether o danghier (Siritava
Baundarunsike te Chandziha), but tre overriding leoror in the
suwesston iz fondal, Sorne of these wewnsn hove elso saouped
thes backing of powerlul consavalive melioions [2aders who
wate a0, lewrly, infhenead by the Frudal factor Jegilimizing
a l1F|rli.'.'lI]'.|r fernula suegess i rather thiag duy cermmitment
ro thie smancipation of wormen.

Lven in fondal Gurops. leoitimacy By o asionally been
conferze ain g purticelar weman Cee har of Alch plas 4
leyderzhip rele penerally dended to wamen In madesa
e ocracies, the rise of women ta op polilicyl lcadsslip
it been stewe aud the (eudal facor bis o plafod, o ssems
liksiy o playe o majnr rale. The augden cogecpence of
individual women ot the pelilical apex has oo happened in
moden democracics pulside Asiz. Teaps, with the
l‘;rﬁgl&:ﬁ&:‘vt‘ rnodemizanco and derncrarision of Soe if:r_':_- A
the emanciperion of women, ach suddsn cmarpere ol
(earsile matinnal level leuders may coume 51 oconr in Asin, i

Farngl frem the pesspeclive al nndengining prejidices
AEalisl wemen baldiog ligh offics, every epptnnite fur o
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weTndn T ekl ek political oflice muv e weleome, we
ez i e v of it ipreting such opparhanities o saden oo
efeisucipuaon. 1Fwanld bs o moaee inpoctat o hoaden
s field, e SRR miore worme ey elecisd w prliticg]
Ddies ac all fovels fooom Lemitorial slseloriles: wherRer apeis
ar reserved, whether on the strongthe of women’™s votdes ur
that af all wofsre in chiz torriteny. The smancipares of wormen
sanadl cesl securcly on a feudal buse. Arfeast foe a Bméred
periad fu fow decades? s welldesipned schiscnes of reseretian
could e ceitically instrumenral in sdvancinge the cranipalion
aal womie.
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FROM CAGED BIRD TO EMANCIPATED WOMAN

Sarojind Jayawiclorama

"Wonten's Worlds™: The Molrraw- 1580 Antholagy of
Winmrer 'y ¥osings, cditad by Rehern Warhol Thown el al.
amel’s Wiorlds™ 15 o eompilabivn ol writings in

o

W Frrglisl by wornen frcim diveree arees of the serld,
fronn Jiffesenn georruphical spaces snd weross cims — fram
the [ourieenth century to the prosene day. o0 feoi
trucitionul women's atndics; it focus iz nes lodted e Aoalu-
Amerizun writings. Hisa richly rostuesd tapesiey ol wilings
It Africa, Asia, Andtiadln. New Zealamd, Scotlend. fraland
and the Caribhein aed of verks by wrilers of mixed horitags
— AtFieal Aderican, Jedan American. Atro Caribbean and
AdsgloTodian, T leatires ¢ lassic ag well a2 cxciting aew voices
frumn these meographizal spaces and diverse culures, In (this
uspect 1t reflects the global spread of English through
colonization and smigntion snd so reees the impact of
calenialism dod s susndant dispersialof paapla. nar simaly
e chaiese bul ieough compaolsion — thraagh slavery and
the: slave Gade wnd through enloreed cinigeation when, [or
ingrance, brginning in 174K, British prisooers were
(roepuried w penal enlanios in Aus el

I dees ned clam e e o delinitive and all aaimpeehensive
wonE, Awitee ol 1y inubility o uncerth avery piscs el wriling
trom tuoe: as Jar disant from e e as e Toustesnth
vy, it dsdicetes sl T &8 the wonsn witers wheoare
nol represenced inthis wolome”, Vieginia Wooll, eriting gs
lateuz 1928, eonld find noevidence of wiumen writzrs hefoes
the eighreent ceniuy, In her szeninel work, 4 Boce of One i
e, cebie vrealks u Betional charaicrér — William
Shakespeuare's “wondarfully gitted sister”™ Judith who.
Frusteated in her desire 0 pursue a litercy curser by a snciery
whis wenule anctolerate 3 voootiu wriler, Likss her own Btz at
the tender age of sevenleen, Suime ol these pro-cighteenth
conrury writings may have been desrored, ollers simple
fargatlen or el Vdiscovercd™ tast and vocalelogoued in
npanuscripl archives, aarly baak collections and privare
Libriries.

The anthelogy 32 stewclucsd chranologically, Nsting authwors
by their dale ol binh, and arganized more broudly in
periotized divisions — the fonseenth Lo the soventsench
cemturics, the sighteenth century, the ninsteenth connoy, and
tha twznticth cetury (o Lhe present day. Each segiion iz

L]

prefaced by an hisloncal avervies, crodite and ingizhcful,
which helps the readsr {tha anthotegy i3 auned pricorily a8
studenc iy highicr cducation] to familiavize he'c selleilh the
cdtural milicw of the periad aosl gain & broader grazp ol the
srcial, margcial, cilloeil e bsterical sonlesl A Gnesline
pinpoinls sigilivinl svents of the ime. hisoorical and T

Muapz of the world, changing and evelving wy peaple’s
perecptinn of their jlave o the world changed. ingrodoas the
aafterant sediioons, 11 s inleresting tonote tat che mag of Le
weohd e thes 13D Fredemy adition of Geog sl Deiversaliy,
which precedes tho fourtzonth 1o seventeenth centuries
seciiom, depiste anly England, France and Ireland. England
is prictred oo ifs elde, suspended Belween Frarice which is
plagad above 1-sinee il was perecived as a thezat io English
Py stoce i Ume which predated even the Nedsa Congues
in L0686 - und frelund, Hrgland 2 first golony - subdued Grough
sheer [orce and the impasition of the Eaelich lunpewpre—which
i placed helow it, This depiction is not al the reality e of s
parceivad reality, The soiractivn af the world may be
attribited o the Tuct that these e Jand masses wers all
that were known to England at the time. Teluse exploration
and bmpire. this was the English-speaking world. It waz in
the sovenmeenth centery, theough the advance of colanialisay,
tharth: Fnglish lasguige begun to spread hevond the British
Lsles,

T heud notes w the selectinn s foons oo e Lves of wamen
wrilers, thecomditinns i whiclidey Bved und prodocad rheir
work, and their reception, Thess head notes smphasize the
mareriz] eonstrainly as woll un the apporhiites that the
cirenmstances af their hves offered the se weounsn wlio hud G
fessd the circumseribed rafes that e paiiurchul socdetizs in
which they lvad impesed o et The cenoury innodustions
znd the head notes rellec S cument trends in feminist likerury
et el tevry and the teaching cxpeiicnee of e editors.
ali of wlican are universicy academics,

The uriyus contexoalizatinn of (e weilings In essays titled
Helora] Conrdinares” offers ke reader an insighe info
spacific examples of mutsrial colture thar impingsd quite
dranatically oo women’s lives. They illnmingie swwe of the
refsenices in the writings which the wiiler composing her
wilings o a difforont readership aesumed thas her reeder
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weod kmowe They have since become uofsoibiar to the
contamparany reader pemsing them six hundred yeure laer,
ver boundiries of Uire &od hordzrs. For instanee, whot 1
meant 1o ke dubbed o ®sceld™ o sixreanth and czrly
sovantsanth contory 12 discuseed. Tl [erred 1o a woman whe
verlally vezisted her hushond"s dominance. [or whoch ®erime”
she wus publicly punished in bumilisting wuvs, eather by
heing “cucked” or ducksd in a ferid pond o the desisive
applanse of 2 jsenng crowd, urby having 3 'scold’s bridle”
attachad toohor hoad. Literatune of e e often alluded 1o
the “seald’s bridl=", which was a ventable instcnment of
lortuzs it was uszd o punish women found guilty of verbal
arsex vl transgreseion, The accompanying iHustrations (79-
B} comvey a eivid frmgee of The cruelty of the prnizhment
atidarend by the sneiety of the times.

“Caulvnal Coordinarcs™ scnsicizes the reuder o links and
G o ik may not have heen poroedved, For instine,
i reading *The Taa Tahie” (4100, we sze the link belween
the ritusd of women silling ronnd 3 tea bl sipping & cup ol
tea from a tine hone shing cup wod e wmeiitation of slavery
andd the slave rrades [n & widar sonse s see il Loplicalions
i calusialisizs In “Teedl2arark™ {39, we soe that ermbroiders
practiced by wormen poross all class honndarizs was noc just-
an ur but u lorm of conwel; evan the very posture of the
women when they sat ul their needlss ark, head beat, ¢pes
ewened on cheiy work, spoke of submissivenese, Dul
correersaly, the assay discugses how the art of embroidery
wets el ws s ubvecsive act by women like Mary Queen of
Neo, whe embreddered 2 panel of 4 lacze @pestry moam as
the C3xhureh Haneine whils bele unpasaned in i Tower
ot London on suspicion of reuson, 1L depicied an embicm
and above ica Larin inseription “irescil Valoere Viclue
(oourpe arows siode af a wound), A copy of this emblem
found 30 the possession of Thomas, Duke of Narfalk, was
produced ut his el for tresson, ey evidencs of the thieg
Mary and he posed w Ehzabeth 1.

I Their Cnan Words

he antholgre peprasents the: artculatian in tizir Yeesen

words ™, in diverss vinces, of women's pereeplon of the
world frehich rhey live and of their idontity in thut mele
deamoeited world, Thelr writings sxpress their search far an
ndh wid il wdentily aod 210heod that was atten Jonizd thom.
Thezirs wuy an tdeatily defined by the e they aeried or
their ralatiinzhip i men (as wives and duuehilers), This wias
parlicmlarly ga in the thurcenth o the ningesnth cenlures
wehen Lhey ware assigned the srercacypical rale as “the umzred
in the house®, which restricted them ta the confines of the
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hornz, 1imiting their acope of welieily o the privata demaim,
32 anly wearld they eould inhabit, and stalling Qe possileiines
of fulfilling the rich cecative parcntial within them. But tbas
did mot necessarily e thar cvory woman lel hersell be
imprisoned within (heee narcw canfines. Need. o all=o
degirg, ded them nte the oler woidld woeark incticlds, in the
lomes of achers, in damestic seevics, and in shops and
[ac lories, to support thomeslves wod el familics. Thair
hormes veere Lovited neconly i Englund wod Ges Ukiled Stwres,
bt in places wys fu away from these melropoliloo ceiniees 53
Fimhabwe, the Coribbean, Malawsi, Indin, Sri Lanks, the
Philippines and the islunds of the Soarh Pazitic.

Transcending the Class Pivide

e readar is affersd wrich selection of wrirings nar anly

fronn ditforent geogrephical spaces G ung prearsd the
elobe, Bt fiom spacesof “difference” within Greal Britain
und e Uoited Stahes, fram wamen weho live 1o % woddd of
dilference’ (the phrase i Bacbara Jahnson's ) working close
wepTnen, i grant women aod leshians: whose writings ars
oot always rogardad a5 helonging W the calegary of
“tropuriunt™ lilecny warks. The aslections in the unthology
rave miot only serose colra] boeodarics hot soross the class
divide. Hacsmits from Lhe “Turkish Embassy Lotees™ of |ady
Mary Worley Montagd (1688517225, o wonsn whoss lite
wig pne af wealth and privilege and who trevelled widely
accumporeyiog her ugband 1 ey when bis was appuantsd
his country's srnbassidor thave, are balanced sgains: the
perapective on the world of Macy Leapor (1723-40%) win
lahearod in domezshic service aea oook's heloer:

With low ring Forehaad, and wich aching Limb,
Orpprezsed with Teadacks aod cremal Whims, {(from
"Crurnbde Hall 251 ).

Tha danghrer of a Northhamptonshins gundeser, le laroed oo
pe] and write inoa tree school, Wortkey Tontupe wis sl

educated, and like mast sighteench contury wornen of the glis
social proup o which el belanged, she had acacss moa privals
[Ebruy, i hor case her father s reroarkiabis ooe. Leapor did nat
fave the leisyreroowrite nor were the surmes Tt Eiies avatlobls
Ly ber, but she “scribbled” while the meat seorzhed, as one of
Earemplovers later cornpluined. Bhe had mcre gme 2 puarsae
bar intereses when, on hee masther’s deuiby, sle peopgibed hooos
0 kozp hause for her father, In ber poem “Croeible Hall {251-
<57, wthore in cmlacion af Alexander Pope she wriles in bainic
cowplets, Leapo takes ns oo a senvane's tour of the Creal IToes,
With her we clitnb the steep back stairacays snd enter the slore
rosarmes, allie wod Rilcheen whare
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Salzly the Bice thrrugh yon duck Pessaze oo Whers
e ding Windoos neey ol the S (235

This was the domait of women like Legpar in dooesiic
saryice i these Geet Flonacs.

Wartley Moalagu tranzpints ue in hor lemers oo ©A Yisie T
A Tk el Bath™ 240 42 vooa wrrid of Ciple e and weoa il
vaelly il ferent fooun Leapor s, tn the murblad baths el s
solas, lwurionsly covered with custions ana fich Cazpels
where ladize of qualiny™ azended by their slaves. casel vy
their cares and the seoas of cvervday life in tha vapours of
chiz Ateam baths.

Fren fur the pericd dn which Hnglish was spakees vnly i
Bagland by & mecs 3= million people, despiee the Jillicultias
ul imearmhing these docoments, Ge anthelogy pressats us wirl
o Tugcinaring selection fram women writas from diftareng
eacial st They inclide wrilers nor fawdiae th mar i (f
LS - aoos like nlign of doreich fan escerme from “The
Revelabon of 1ivine Luve”™ 24-3533 and Murgay Kempe (an
sacerpl 1Tem “The ook of Mucgers Kemps™ 2% 329 and
these from aeisteeratic cireles ul monarehs such as Klizaheth
Lo poesas by her, “The Dread of Folues Foog™ aad *A
song Miade by Hor Majesty™ (723 e justaposed wills the
writlugs ol dune Shap (eotive 167 1), deseribed as Sthe lirst
Enghsh woman o wrile & heok o gynacectazy™ fun excorn
foen PEe Midwives Bock™ 217- 193, and *The Ballad whickh
Arme Askew Made and Suong Wien She W in Mowaae",
Anne Askew wis imprisonsd in e noterivus Lomd e paisen
torher relivious heliofs, being a Priscstant in g craily which
rrmdined Caredie yotil the latz sixiesnch cantiey desplle
Heury VIS Breal, with Bame. She wes arvcsled badee sid
ioerrograted abuot horreligions belizfs by the Kine s Cannedl
after caslyarresl. Sentenesd w dauth, she was wetnse o the
Toweet vl Lomdnn before hor cxcovtion by huming. {261,

Dhilferent Genres
T.tr artleleey inehades oot only selecdons from b
tradilivnal Frevans genres of fistivn, poeny and druma
ST, SLUGE wOTNEN 'S wrlling oben fanscends thede boundarics.
I aleo B3 cssays on philosophy and oo thonryy fur
nslares, My Wollsiersorall's =A Vindication ol the Bigtils
sl Women with Strictoces on Politics! and Moral Subyjecs”
LAtn-527, und the amizulution of nower votces 1ike Taula Coann
Allen, whise perspeclive is Natve Amorican, aml ther ot
bell hucka [ 189405, whase viewpaint is A e Amorscan.
Thers are belere und schections Tram antabporraphics Tl

revaal vy persongl facel: of the lives of the writers, Gie

[

s conditiens of thedr lives, the Taw s Uhe woisl sneoe i
il thee nom=s and conventions it impact an them The
sevamtean il ceolury memain af Lady Sane ITalkew, the
corrzapindence of eightceal veniues 18 First Lady, & higail
Adauag, L slave narmiees of Mary Prince: Tlarrior Tacnohs
At [Lnneh Crafs, and the “Captivity Nanuwiive of Mary
Ruowlindsen, wha was Lachish bom bol emireatsd 10 the
Iluesychisetts Due Colany in 1639 and ws rhep captured
and ke hostuee By ancIndian uibe, Her narmalve becams a
bestscllor and the Feeraiy podel Tor the many caplivise
narfalives that followed. Theee ane samoe of e memorahle
wrilugss i the antholugy, Coming closer to the prosont times
thers ure the uegnaics ol doan Riges <Tumiliar e e ul s
Leromighy ber “Wide Sargasse Sea™y an ber Nife m she
Canbbeun, domestic hendbenks faaturinge resipes awd
bwsebild scdvice fown [sabelia Beetan dninere ny TR
Liemnz, horh peiciate and devatiooal. lyrics o Dilues urlistes
and the mowes | penre of ®%Aman’s wridne in [rint. the graphic
memein A selection from Alison Bechale?s *Tun Homie. A
barndly Tragicomic™ & coode boek (omad which i anmaang!
approich Lo women’s aulehingraphy, supcess the vicliness,
Wiz dvorsiny and the time apan of the seletions, many o
which are publishod in fhaiy Lotalite.

Waomen: the Dispossessed in Society

he bipact of law o the position of women i the

raiileenth o the sevenmeench conluciss is axhanstively
diseissetlin the Risrcaivul overvicw (7 13) and the Oyl
Covilinales™ cssay which procodes this sacting. The sseays
flizcugs the manuer in which tha L uperancd i this wre n
deline marrige, muling e wonn dn uhecual puriner. Iris
pussiisle onily L give 8 el dheeh of the comsles weh of
s rlhvcl povermed rhe lves ol women, nudking b comupletel
depeudent nn her insband. "M doctrine ofervditure, which
applied o all wucnen whather ey betomged w0 the nohility
or e middle or loweer elasses, ssserred o busband and
wile weors ane perann At liw, I mesane il o woman bad o
lejrat rights Lo anything ioclading her eown by, Avnazingly,
#ix hiidred vears Liter, o woman 'z delis over hor owen huiy
v slll aefssne, Reproduerive riehis und 3bogGon rights am
siill vigewausle debared, fhe Ruer heing oo of L2 O Tgsuey
i rhe ez Lnited Siates presidantial election,

T

-t

TVE., b2t Ihe Lavees Rssolution of Wiornen s B izljle 4 LBETY,
I LAUE 2VEY wormen 15 a0 infl”, lucking power “oven
oLt wltich is anere her ooen™, Tu bis view  wioman hard by
b am existancs independont ol ber hushand, “A woman™ he
slakzs in the conldenr voice ol male sutheaily, “slistererh b
in the viches of her husband s the micone has no fight Bl in
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the sunne’s™. The infantilizatinn of women has sesonances
el e colimial stramcgee ol impasing an intantiliss an the
“marrea”, practiced o axerzize aontineing control osver thi
tnhihitants nla country oecupisd by the colonizing poarcr i
underlines the link hebweon colanialism and the sysrems of
dominutiem imposed on owomen. For wemsn i many
eoapticics tha movement o0 oaticnal indepndence was
sy ncsrsnen R weith the srrnzgle for wamen’s righis

.

Siree the docerine. of coveroare that peevailed from che
Snurreinida bo the seviomtoenth comtorics i esmed the huskang
with sole rights o his wilz's proports including har bods
thees waas rroan toe domestic abnse, and there 5 evidence
that wifs abase was prevalent and: condawed by soviety,
Wirginia Wealt, ind R of One’s Qwn, gooles Tooc
Profossar Trovelyan’s "History of Engband ™ whare, adee the
hasding “Weman™, ha dozoribes "wife-hoaring™ ag '3
revonissd mehl-ol man, and was practised wirthaot shame
by hich we well as low o SCaverturg was aimesd al
cunsuhduling property and peaver and impacted strangly on
Lthe kind of mamidge gmivls of mardageabie age, particulacly
(rom the nohility eud the 2Flumnt claszcs, entered i,
prrriags ranely being bascd on bnve, hoing clrece 10 Tnziness
pierren The antholary containg teo zzlzcrions fooam 1he
sevenlecath cencury digrics of Fade Anne Halkelt (55 1M
and Mary Bovle Rich (103-100: somen wha resistad thel:
Families” dictates on tigir chniec of warriaze pactoees, To
guate Trevelvan again. he apeaks nof the fate of "rhe danghte
welne mefueed Lo mume the pentlaman ol her paront’s choice™;
shie s tuble b be locked ap, beaton and fhing sl the
ropnt witkout any shock being inflictsd on pllic opim. .
“The wilecl ol the doctrine of covermme was cSxacehared by
Jaes B el primisgeniture which deprived the second son of o
fimizly [rern inheriting proporty and wealth, Raor thess
wornen ' s chuce ol maniage pammers wers naen who wauld
nuk hive brought inancial henetir inte the mamiage: Aplua
Lichn in ber play “The Rover™, pohlished in 1677, like the
disrizls of e seventsenth conory, assams & woman's rielil
res eiaeiss T sruriaee panloer.

The writitgs of womsn of s perivd eapress & degite for
cwnership, not only of malenal things but even of their
ehildres o the event wly hushand and wife separatize. the
woii wis deaied custody ol theirchildren: Shioswsas denied
svea the ghil v make & owill Lven the wagea 8 malris)]
woridl Lraigil homee were the pruperty ol her hoshand,
Bofore 1730 women were sapeeted thowritc noly on
rheatozical ey ond on theit experiences of picty, Any
titesiesl o the matemal world oorside the family was vigwsd
wilh s uspliian areyen aver. mastilite A weoman whao showed
such un ineresl was lahellzd a whors ar cven worze (13 145,

L

bany of the works thar expeess, unplicitly o esplivithe a
Jasire For suae Tosrooolow perehip dio so throweh the lenzouee
af mouming 5 we can foe axpressed in some of the carly
women' s wTiting pablizhed it che artholeze. Women's desin
for provwar, for propomy: For acccss toediearian, aod for the
Ty toczpenk thien mid Treely, e eapressed aoly on e
dareediold el Tows artd deathe, T as as a0 a0 weormian 1 wlioaed o
declure hersell as un individual persen onlyat the mameont
arinanticipation of the marsene it whizh she coaszs moosist
Ir s s it the pessilhiline of 2pproaching dearh ey the
prahibirions on puble expression by woren (120, Elizabeth
Jaceline®s “The Bolher’s Levwcis o Hur U nhome
Childa™{55-fy and the cxtvacr framn Parnchy Leigh’s Ingacy
bk, "The Meshar’s Blessing™ (31 35 we representulive of
{he Legiaey boobs writen lor-children o have <n-a micher's
desath. Womnen dying ac childbirth heing a cormmaon cecirrener:
al Lhis time, loceling and many athar mochers hod
premonition of their desths and thess fogacy hoalks vy
prignantly cupress & desine of the women seiing e produce
samething of their cwn n wortan's wish we lay claim m some
wity Lo Imer children (the Tuther ‘s propery by law), oven from
pevond g prave. hese hoaks areackind of will, a willing
o decply personal intellecal propecly®™ (133 The excerpl
piinlished 15 the lewer Elizabeth wrots o her husband end
aiachal wo ler book. L arteulates the cendared sat of
expeclaliens she buy Gor her chifd,

o

Polities of Locathoan

I writinges Desturcd 39 che antholoagy show ws thar tha

leticnal fudith Shekaspease was oof the ooly o
writing in this carly pericd, altbousl Viepinia Woall's
[eresprion wins Thist wormean then el wias bum with the gilt
of posiry In Lhe sixlsenth century was &0 unhappy woeman, a
wemin wlsin M againse oescit Al the eonditians of ber Tife,
wll her cmen instiners wiere hostibs to e siave of oo
is neadad to sos froc whatever i: i the brain,

vehach

Wonlf's passicnitsly Isld conviction was that the snoicoy
veined Tived in, and the muterial circomasranaos af ber 3t
wers what impacted mast strongly on hed abilily e wrls,
Rheargnes in A Boeowm of One'swn (19270 thar tn-he s
snceesilul wriler o woman nesded her own apEce, 8 ranm of
Ligr veen. wod hud 1o be Pnanciaily independent and Tiad to
ligwe 300 peunds a vesr (ahoat AR dellars fodayh, o
independenee thar faw womicn had i Waealfs 1,

Adpicnne Rich, ane of the el nuportsol wrilses ol the
teennath centuey, echwes simlar sentments (1535295 Hoer
Leliel was thul puzms and eseuys (=he writes in bath genres)
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gre: prodoces of & specific thwe, She bepan v date ber pocms
A58 way of wdwating that there was o “pobinies of lacalice”,
thit wliinl coin bed weritten and i= writen i wery soch conlingent
wn Lhe muterial conditions of the soelety in which one lives,
the “mepemance nocanly of & perscn’s pereanal history Hur
dlao of hat simaon withic o oulicn’™s hstory and hor Tite
gapesienuey — whether of privilzoe or ofappression™ 11191
Drune Wukoski, writing in the Tae 19800, wha sees hensell
s adistnatively Amensan poed, suve "I 12 eually written
incthe otz of one’s vuluoral myths, and olten with reforenen
toe zander and ruce or ethnic origing” (16740 Through
presenlipg the percendnns of women weiers of diffsrent
ethmic orging, siruarcd in different soeial and ¢ullural malisus,
and writing in.diffeeenr periods of Gome, the snthnlogy makes
roanitese that it 15 the mlerial conditions of cvensday litz
that impacied most sironply on weaamen’s alvilite o feleisa
the lealive upulse in them and give expression e el
conwrns, their nseds und intereses and, Aathe nnore, that thers
wits & “sinultaneicy of proteundly differeal lives and modas
ol cxprosaion acrnes Women'™s worlds™

o

b

"Wamen's Worlds™, teoes tha cxtension of the world ol
women s writing, the sxpansion of s Loriaon as sacial
apheavuls changed the configuration uf societes through
dizpersul of paaple and the shifiing of pepuladons dirough
tho initiation of the stave tide in 1441, colonization, the
movement of people rom England and Iecland o >orll
Adesica, anrsd conlliors s the tae world wars of the
Lweentlieth contury, and the Bossian Revolution of 1917, whizh
hedd 2 ehe dwindling of the wale populution, giving wsamel

though remporacily - o different rale to play i sociste.
cmerging oul of the conlines of their hootes: 1o work o
Boepitaly and fectarizs. The womens suffisslls movement
of the ninstecnth conmry, the ialspendence movemenes in
Alrica, the Caribbean aod Asia und the strendand
decolonizatinn, the anli-aparthedd moverment i Kootk At e,
tha civil righls wavement end the anc Viztnam war

eampaigng, are some of the significant mevements thal had

an impact oo women's writing. e impetus for women who
were moved Lo wTitz enoissies which arose oot of these
uphezvals. By the end of (e nineteenth conmury, Eqelish
aduzarcd Fadian borm wemen, soch as Papdidun Reunabet
Saraswal, wers wrling back to the dolonieers, orosenting
heir own perspoctive om their wofld L2,

Brealing Tabags
b nihinlogy traecs the tafeciery of women’s writing

thrangh rhe fonmesoth century Lo the prosent day wlhece
itz seope eXkends 1o encompass subjoats that hiad been uboo

-

26}

like rape, inczst, and lesbianism, Diene Wakoski gives
exressian 10 et perceplion ol American poctry: “Adnerican
puelry is always ahout definm onesell individualiv: elaiming

5 right 1o be diffsrent und olten o hreak faboos™,
Infiecting this sigmificant aspoct of peenli=th cenlury witing.
Mava Angaio, i her autobiopraphy £ pgare Wi e Cogd
fird Nings, writes of heing maped by ber mother™s boy friend
rhar lad her Lo stop speaking for six years, The excerpr
published hera (15300 eeonats the process of the erudayl
ragasre ey of ber abilioy e speak.

ons’

Wa can cootrast tbe writings ol the acweneenth ceolury
diarists Jocaling and Leigh with the wrilings of Margaret
Facas Cavendishiy Le23- 1874 who the cditnrs see as “ane of
the first writers in English we can call a ferminist or
rodafemiomst”, e ses hows far women have wavelled oo thal
dillicull path of liheeation, She pralests that we ars kapt as
hirds in cages to hap up und down i mar hanzes oo suffered
t Mlv abroad, | . we ace shel vulof wll power, 2nd arharice
by reason we sre never omployed cither i civil or maritl
alfairs, nur counzels gee Jaspised and lauchad at, the best of
T ACLies ans lrodden down with scarn ber the overwesning
canccit men have ol themaslves and thiongh a deep
despiszwenlol us,

L.
[

TS
Ll

e
s

Tha first wornan writer in boglish 1o write mainty Lo
publication, she reiferates o lec wrilings the power satpals
belween men and wonign: The two selectives from her
writings, ingluded w e anthalosy ottzst o her femiisimn.
The reader’s atention i fooused o the fact that she s 4
weurnan and sha compliins aboul the way hor soy infloences
hier wrlimes and theirrcecpricm. She wias considered eccontric.
partly Far ier taste for estruvagant and theaerical digss but
ot T ber intellectual tastz and she gained o repulaion for
mexdness gy she did not conform 1o the current norms of her
sociely, In wn age when seamen were pricarily encearagad
o spoend their time on the pursuil of piste. Margaret's intejest
wag natial philosophy (scicnce) She read widely on the
subject and wrote leamed exsiays onil. In 16335 she presented
ey "Phikosophical and Physical Opiniens® (11023 ea the
universitics of Cumbradies and Oxford, hoping for petognition.
Sire maned some of the meagnilicn she saught when, afres
“lerce dobak: ainong its membershin™ The Royal Sceiety
ot Livadon invited ot oo visic that piestipions institution oo
chagrve two of the mast pruminent scicntises of the
seventesitth cenlucy, Bobert Bovle and Roben Ilouke.
cunduct their experiments. She addresses her epistle =T the
Twed Tmivemities.” hoginning "maost fumously learmed ', and
canaloding with the words:
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I thy mcton wl oo ool viosatecal thaugh
nnnanzl Frr u womun li;]'m:'-'-_-md Bk e tbie universily,
ot impmdences, tor the setion 38 honour, wlthough
g valnglorions, botif i el Lam b oe parcensd,
sirice Lhiece 1= Litlls difference botasen man and hoase
bt what amsd e and wloce makes,

The appiresl tane of hamilicy and self-deprecotion is
subverled by the sting wothe Tasl few wrards.

skirming over the cor-lenls pags of e sallclagy Cwhess
the ratinmality of cach wonan wrileris aivend, one Tods Qo
m terms of nationalite, up tn the ond of the sevenisenth
cerhery, woets formed a faily homogenoons: group. They
were roeuly from Boadawd, o few fom Trekand and Scarland
and some rom-Americn, sellectine the Dact theat Toslish wis
limited tothe Brosh Ixhes and woAamencs, haerne spread 1o
the Taftar when English aposkors from Engrland wnd frelund
sl tlad these,

The “MNew Domnestic” Yoman® ve. the Adlventarouns
Womun

he pacture cloiciees e ooe eonlers e siehbseulb cenluiy

und cobonializm dispersed people and sprecad the Tnglish
lanznage 7 Atriza, rhe Carvibbeanand Agia. The conharewaz
e Bigh woaned ok of cotonialisnn, Boglusd Bavieg samed o
renopoly on the shipment ol ensloved people from Arcaiz
714, The age 15 normally perocived ws the Ape of
Enlightenmenc, being defimed by i3 pakitical ond
philesaphical comanrs - the litzrary iants of the age heing
Samuel Iobozon, Alexander Pope and Ievathan Soiti. Tweas
alsoar peciand of infenss polilical Cogiedl i e wearkd Towas
the Age of Bevalubons in-beth Americe and Trunce, Tehind
thiz bamign fmege of liborelisrm was its dark underside,
enlogializm and slaverny, which the adifors spily oo iz
wawally caprchenzihla anmmepeise™ (2250

Drespite e expansion of e noven world e trend wes b
imprison wormen in the sl world of domsesti sy, Conduet
maninials and cduzaricnal trestises skorched the autlines o5 a
tomale idennry, Tiess paputar wrikings. created of course by
iz e e e coeseplal g " proper Tad v and atlecnpied
creale wn idsal el Termmnity, The “nave domasico womean”,
as Mancy Armstrang callzd her had ahovvz all o heoan
cificient, industvions and: fiygs] hiensew ity She bad o e
fliecreet, sellallaciog b Qe pednl of near ivsibiive in publiv
cearemely madest and chusoe™. Ome ol the beat-known
condoct Books creating this idzel woman was D lablin
Crregery s ficled A Farhor's Tiegacy ra His Danghtors”

(17740 e defined the parameners wathie which wornes wers
svppnzed tod e

slie oot [}luu it buginess or digsiperz | herasll]
i pleasurs aoed riol ws s oo oties dayodar the
pressure sl mislortmis,

Oz e bard]ly conunigon oo e denblostandards hone. He
SOURSCIE wormen arainst wil, “the mest Jangercus tlent you
can poeRzas . und oncourages [eomale madesly, which Frhink
is E‘I:-’-I.’“1TiH| i your sex, (and] wall naturally IJj.:-[.I'JSS e T b
pather silgnt in company cspecially o lonme ene®. Thes were
the striotures aod rules womezn pad to ahide by in Lhe
patriurciul soctely ol Qe eixbieenth cenmrys Condnes honks
like tris and medical manwals helped (o fusler the wWzal il
walnan wiere happissr at inme, By 1RO most womoen al the
reudille rawl, wers Litesate, alhowgh the rrps et 2ducacion thay
Pl wocess bowos guile buaetes While Litsiacy taes aneang
wornen incressitd drarnutically durines the stelizenth centuey,
crdition i weamen was frrvanad om. Unlikic mnoan sarlior age
whierra siall ocup of avisnoee e wornzn gained an cdiucazion
wids in 2 reach embraciog all e subjaets that men had
accese L, the seope ol sducation pacrowsd; subjects like
Lacin. Giveck and malhematics were cunsidezed o
Trepsenline” 0 he vanghe ooowaimen and marenyer wommen
wers ool expectel] lodieplay el eoodilicn publicly.

Fdugation wag ot gimed ar stirnulafing the mind and
SHCOUrAREE & s Of fngquuny Dot ar croating a satistizdand
Caliiled wife and mehen The schogl curncolum for 2irls
weite (here T Cutbured v suill this cire oo sorited serise af thcir
potsnual. Bul women's munds anscended hese bnposed
lirntbations om their ekl uriverse Gee Collura] Covcdinutes.
"Blugstockinga™) Despice this seilling iotellzoiual
airclioiEng, (haie wers women who veafored hesand rhasz
boundaries wnd 1o therr wriliog sbatiersd Geese Teters. ool
restricting their work to thaeniopical thermes us they bl been
campelicd todo i the catlicr period, buk experimenting in
all georzs. A Ritherta neshared forcitary wasjonmalizm. Elira
Havewumal wresded aod publistied "TheFemale Spectae™, the
Aretperiodical Tor women actuetly edited by ard publisted
P & woman. Balaneed arainat the “new domestic swimmun™
was the advenmoous waman, ready to move onr nat-anly from
the ¢anfings of their hames i toclocarticns outsids their
ceentey, S of e Wavellad oul OF BEoDCic necessity,
ke sutlors' wives who prelermed the Icrds af Tile oo
shipthmard rather chan tha physicl sscurite of Hie st home
dewiaid of financial soeuritey withenr the suppor atf their
buwsbanuds” watsres, Oiliers Like BElica Faw (1750-18 103, cagnrprs
rorm “Omieinad Letters Teozn Dndia 1248-537 wavellad wilh
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her hushand fe eolonil cuiposes liks Tndia whers he Sad Beon
callzad to practise Low, but ferer npdeitock move wips o India
alens tn (he hope of making lier Tortune thers The
miellecivally curions lke Lady BMury Wortley Mantagu
Pwhise writings have ilready been disenssedd saizmd the
apporunines vidlded of wavelling to the expuondine wanld 1o
leam aboul other sacietizs and cullores.

Wurnen's writing moved out ol the damestie spuce of home,
mnrerided, children and tamife fife, subjevts which wers
regardad s e anly sphoros wenmcn wers cornpetent fo writ
o, und shiflled oo the public urena. us the anthalogy
ddesranstraces 20 eompfelensivel v theoash the writings il has
selected for inglugion, 1 Pealures the writings ol Abirail
Adams (1744 [81F) the socond tivan Jady of dee 1.5. Shc had
ne frrmnbed voadion und was maindy self-tamshl. bue expresses
bz ey ddlivichaul views clonly wod fonhrightly o oy
Fritizee, Tn her leciers producesd Diere as sxecrprs froun “The
Adiwms Family Correspondence™, titled *The Mulurs
Wornen's Experience’, "Reomember (ke Ladics™, and
“Helueariong i Uhe Mow Repmblic”®, (e Tivst @0 a conzing the
ftervee Lo her hughand, she wshe that the Famale perspective
] thie impirtames of fetle educalion be conaidersd (28] -
83). The gightaanch cenlury was uporind whe )y weansn mede
i sipmiticant contribaion o the smoerging saore of the navel.
sardh Fielding, Aonme Radelitts whoowiss the innovaror of e
anthic tevel. and Franess Burpey ane some of the wrilers
[eatured m the anthelogy, o mene hendtionl of the 456 works
ol proas fetics published betweon FEOS amd L.

Marratives ol Slavery

Frf.m'l the ningreaith cenlory crwards the English specking
world sould ae lenger be considered ethnically and
erltusally —homogenzons, hot the cemmaon link they Tad
wiag 4 Laspware— the Fnalish lenpuage which they ussd o
enpress Lheir ditferontwiys of pereeiving the world and what
iU s Lo b o woman at the tme. The nigetsench CUMLLTE
LT WIReTs —wiere o hederogenean s gruup disperscd all
ever thewarldh They wire Hritish, Aoerican and indizeaons
w0 ol celomzed greas, Back weemen dn the Uniesd Sies
wehiodid not havia the 3008 riehis s wehits wormes, and white
wearren who mievad 1o the edges of the Biind Brpire. Theae
women eame freol dillenent class pesitives and hetd widaly
di¥CrE T Yigws on Lz buming issues ol the day 'The many
wiiney working on the sngar plantadons tn MNarth Aroerica
wnd the Caribhean wers denied any cdveation o that their
twes dre lacgely wochronicled in priod, but [onuenarely e
have aeeess (0 one o tan woices, for instancs. e namidve
of Mliry Trnce, bomasleve in Bernods and 2ald Thess e

il

I

b the Lione she was twelve veure uld. moving from thess L
Autrpie —und rhen i Enclond as she was passed from one
sk o snarher a3 a commadite of sale, Her “story--
was transeribed by e abolitionises, be Sosan Stackland o
witom sha ograled 1L and icowas siblished in London and
Elibucghe iz LR This mechiamd versiun nesulbtod in g certaiy
wrmount of difotion of il npuce end case daubl on i
wurhentiaify. fac it wos while she sweas inthe setvice ol Themus
Pringle, he secrstary of the Anci-Slavey Sucieia that. ot his
recuest, Prince aamated ber sioey to Stickland, The suspizion
atose il the story was “doctosed”, that the abafifienise miy
have influenced hoy to sofl pedal cortain aspaons, for nstunce
thz seamal aluse ghe was subjected toowhich is ersly Kned
ar. Abcan e man relored moonly g M 1 she says fas
(risvabed by Strickiand

Heo had an ugly fuzhiom of stripping himsel! and
ordaring dste then towasheohim o atub of water, This
Fas worse o me than all the Loke. Semotimes whey
be culled me toowash D [ weeld nar enmg, gy sves
weere won Bl of stuune, He o wonld thon gopes 1o bt
me: 240,

Thiz mas percetvod as -heing ton shocking (or her andizige
et Ls oot therzfone, explicily stuted. Ofer aspects wers
behieved tn have been svareeruted; for instaoce e phyvateal
LEATIE,

M. I3 — has afren siipped me naked, hung e up by
Lthe wrists and beal me with the cowskin, with his own
hand_ till fyy bl y weus raw weith gazles,

to frther the abulitionisr cause, Mevertheless, the "Hisiowy
of My Prince, a Wit Tudian Sluve: Helared by [essell”,
published in fr= entivety in the anthalagy {419 387 mukes
el pegdingr,

Thraugh the writings of the eighleench and ninseeuth
cedtluries the antholagy centasts different pagspectives on
e irsoicutien of slavery, 4 dask phenamenen thut came o
the fore dyvine thess perinds. Anti-slovery movements
sucesaded i the uholifion of glavery throwshot the Brigel
Frapire vnly n 1833 The Jourul of Janct Schaw, 5 Scoltish
winin whi traveted frow Svedtand to the West Tidies wih
biesr brucher wha wias the nmoager of 8 suzar cane plantation
in B0 Christapher, reveuals a perspeetive on sluvery which iz
dismrhing o ils complate lack of aodersianding and
ingensiavily o the satfering of the ensteved Atrizan woakers
o tis plantution, an aititude which was quite tvpical of the
agz - the joumal begine in 17770 and her elass—a class ol
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privilcnzd Sonte whe had wmasssd weallh from plenladane | momenturn: The antholugy falucss the wiitings of Elzabers

i b depeaded on the expicitation of shave lahoar. It titled
“Thie Tourmal of o Lady of Qualire: Being a Narvarive of a
Jurrese Imom Sconlaned D0 12 Wiesl Tudies" (2020 an exia
ia uthiished in the antholpge, A %L L Olovaee" (2641
Spealing of the mapnar it which the "MNagrnes™, ot man
amed st whe ane sieipped muked Lo e wgist and swehipoed
by i driver who wiadx s hehandd them bubding 32 bas liand w
snpn ) wehipoand a long one, this 5 what s5e s

VWhen cie colues w B bettor acquainies with the
watdure ol e Nepaves, the Tdwrour of it mnst wear off,
I35 thes sulTering of des boemas iod et gonshiines:
th grocatest mizery of punishment, bul wath theds il g
merely carporeal, As oo hrutes icinflicts ne wonund
an thedr ipind, whase Matorss szem made oo hear i,
il whioee sulfecings ars notausanded wath pam beyand

the: present ool (263 )

Tha dehnranization of the sluves 15 srthinge and olfends o
teaden”s sensihditics. Marcowsr thatane of superioricy reveals
hier stctal g i preiudices Tha jouiaal carries a daic
prteT Ly e narraid e ol Tlary Prince, o the eopaotol i s
zvan morz KRocking in s complel: insensitvily o Lhe
siffering ot Tman heings whon wa road- it atoer reading the
heirro o deicnle of e olesical, contal and seceal abuse
docurrented in Prnce's nurrative.

Sopauiast Trath™s narcative in ihe antholagy was dictatad b

b g while gecretiny, Olove Grilhert. Truth gave horas!f

Cnatl maanes by expiess hier dedicalion (o sajonsiaing in the land
speabiog Guad s tulle I also prssenls o spesch Teoth oade ot
the 151 Women's Bishis Ceavenban inAdkoea, O, which
came o b knawn as the “Arne | a Womean™ specch. One
virsan of iF publizhed bees s the eapoit thar was piklizhed
i the Apl 3lavery Buale™ of L85], There s gzoater
imerietissy in the verstan ol e speeck (009- 1 s " Tecanded
in Bermnscesnoes ol Drances B Claee®. o Tsoozist aclivizl
wint s the president of ta moecoingy Cupe’s sersion allsmple
tovaaptorz Tiacs awn words and the cadencos of her vedce.
Te vy tazt that the camvendion was haldand thar Toah, 2
black worrkn succeedsd do spealaong al i aeaist ooch
appasition ITom the audicnoe alicats to how [8r women
partizarly hlack women, had “=ajeamed™ onothe path o
resl ewandipation, Onse she was leaally - frae, Truth spene
et U speakine woainst slovery aod Tur urarersal b
rizhts,

L

-5
L

Iz thes Ugiled Staies. the nineteenti centary was thetime when
unbi-zlavery senlimente aod Uie gboliionist cause zainsd

E
-

3

Cady Stanrom, an #gtivist-in chs canse of wonen’s nighe anid
ric sholitioniso cause: -She 1 besl kmown e the prisie mover
ol the Arranican women™s snffrage mavvement hoectzz al her
co-apnrsarship of the Seneca Tulls Convenlion ol [B45
(Culiwsd Coumdinanes, 324550, wiiere she and othor membaers
whoo attznded the canvertion drelied the “Deelaniuon of
Senuments” (51718 whnch pacallel ine T Declaranion ol
[depsndenza™, ta Carone Tor egual Gounsal, socisl and
puliical rights far women ™. " Thi Declaration of Sentmenle”
EE)

'z hiszory ol mankind 1 abistory ol repeated wijaes
el usurpalions oo the pact of man tosard sweaman.
hawing in dirsctabjeer ihc cstablishmene of en absolabe
beranmy sover hes T prove Uis Tew fucts be subaniosd
reya candid weorld,

Antang those Tacts ars:

He has nowcr parmittad her o saeriise herinalienabls
riahats v e slective franchise .

e las compzlled her ra suhmit to laws, in the
lormintiom o waich she hed no volse:

Tle Bas emade her 1P miarcisd in tha oyes of the Taw
aivilhy doad.

Lle Lize taben for e a1l vight fn preperts
wazse Rl cRIms.

[

1t the

As sl fragise, Cudy Stanton voieed o beliel “naotaaly ooihe
ahitinr bt alaa i the necessity of womnen s legal coatnal iver
thetr tnabienahle aszels (ther Bodies aod mousls) and Gaw
aliznalzle anes (hicic mopey, labear and property )™

The dacoment was signed m TELE by [ waamen and 52 moen
all delegates t the first womzn's righls conysnlion tn Se st
Falls, Mew Work, pesar kncawea as the THAE Wiamnen’s Highis
Convention. The maost radical ol Qs mescloticas was he nint,
rhat ir was the duty of wamen o sscwre the vole [or
themtaeves, and it was pessed by the comvenbon aller vigeseus
debate, The aotliclogy gquetes Chasicotc Wondwaed, a facrory
wiorkar fromm Waterloo Mewe York ons ol the vounzesl
slroanaries [ the copvenlicag, who said:

Bvery [bee ol my bewwg velelled, althongl silznry,
foor all rhe haurs that | osat and sewed sloves fara
migerable pinance wiich after i was carncd. could
rever haming., baantad rowork bt L wanied g chooss
wx ek and T wanded eocolleet my weages.
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W hal she says 15 vellcored e the “Senamenss 000 the three
hundssd ar a0 whe arrsncsd the comeaneion, Woesnes weas
Theandyane alive in W20 10 see the: passsge of e NMinctoenth
Adneadoent o e Coustiivtod whicl temoy & sasrictions
ant sl for wornen, declariogs e Gas el el cilieens

shall mot ke denied o abrideed byt United States or by |

ABSTATANE Gl ACENT of &nETL I cneapsalates the vierary ot |

wearezl sullragists who had foughl Tov so Lo (o g e
rizhe iy heive o viace 10 the Torrmwlation ol ey wiich sy
were compelled o submit I 1 these Incramental bt
sigmificant steps b which women pained cquality of fignts
with men that the anrhalresr traces,

A Wider World of Women's VWriting
LGWnn’.*n'q Wernrlds™ sutoneds che hoeizon af easliel
anthalngies, choding io it ool ooly (s

cabctisal wiolen weiters like the Brootes, Ceeree Elicl, Taoe
Ausien, Hurmel Beecher Stows. Mare Shellay (2xcerpts from
“Frankenstein wrich eonld he consicared an carly work of
seinnes ofion 378000, but also those of Sojoacser Truth
wleeady cefeceed e and e Rolivnelzesd actobioerapbye ol
1ueriet Jacobe who escaped slovery in Momb Caroling and
witwiged emancipaiion for hersel D and her children, Uhe lartzr
i Olled “Mcidents 0 the 1Lz af @ Slave CHim and sEcniprs
arc feamrsd in the snthology (T35 180 This wide spectouze
ot wrings spasnisg etz and cluss divides are legured in
the wottruloey b allond ws o Heh sampling of the writings of
the minetzenth century

Fepresenting the toannicth eootury 12 the preszol Jay, Lhe
anthalogy features the weitings ual anly ol meinslrsam
wrke fs, prlmasily freann Bogluod and the United Stales zuch
we Ldith Whartan, ¥irginia Wooll . Murgeter Atwond
(Cuneday, Doriy Lessing, Nading Crnrditnoe (8auth Africal,
Alica Munea i anaday, Sy beia Plath, Mava Aneeloo, Auadre
Laarde and Trmi Morrizoa, Tt alao (e wrilings, bath puetrs
and prross, which artionlale the voices of Surejing Maidu,
Cionrelia Sorabii. Aol Desai, Nayumar Saghal ana Bharari
Mukherjss from Indis. Knkoyve Nakhawat Hasseln fiom
Hangladzsh, Bapai-sicdhvag aod Sava Sulect feom Pkl assd
Anne Wanazghe aad Yaemioe Goonsraloe rom 5o Lanko,
The Canibbeun tou 12 represented in the poetry snd prose of
Teao Bhys, Jamaica Kimeaid, (¥ivar Senior and irace
Michels, Meny of these Azian and Carikbean writzrs do oo
livain the coumpry of theie Bicth but hasve moved W diffeczol
Irarions.

otk al

24

A {ilnhal Prameworl

T"'@. |J'|_‘:-'|il'||‘:i|_:_'_':.' At awcmen's 'r'.-l'i1i|'lg| i the fwsenticeth and
Lererely liestoeiiuiies ceflect the alabal specad of Brglizh
wnd one has by operosive woren's wrlinge wihin o piobal
Irarnewark: Soms kv evenls in chis period, suchas Bedaa
Woarld YWars. decolanization, and arher cqnalw sfanifizunc
el dlzewdy Wlenlilzed, leoked vere diflemenl fu weansan’s
perspective. SWIthin anti-colenie] movemsnls wiamsr s
crzir serupebes as being wsmed nol juss weanslae exlernad
powr T glan againse narive patriarchal soructomes™ | hi s
thaage thar sase the dizmanrling of receband idsas @b
aeuder wid sociely, The [0 was "be decads af ebe!lion
aainsl emrenched pender reles and roce-based social
divisipms™. "I'he writings included in the anthobyry refloct
+rhess ooncarng and W sas many Black wriicss engaging
it heseissues, The weoniiies of wowen [rocnAdrics, At
e Caribbeun cheallenged ibe wealem colienial serenlype
al the colonized wotnan as o pesaive victim. Women ke
marejind Maide, whoowas callzd “the Mightinzale of India®
Al won cribical acelain Dor bey paoetcy, ovk pucl Looastl
walugtil wnd mutvmalist moevermenia, besoming an welivasl for
Locitun indeperdence and ertering the pehlic dornain ol Indidn
puhinical e, Her poctry erzated & uniguely Indiar landseape
and persend, e subjsets haing the orpical Indian gbpsy and
baugle sellen toumuotivieed Daures who nevanbeles: sppeded
ko s Tndiam readership long Zed on g colonia] dist sehers the
suhjocis ot peatry woers the pastaral shephedds and
shepherdeszes who roanigd the, Eouglizl copotrvaide wrothe
srlden haffxlils v (he cuckos which heralded (b Lnglisk
SPELELLIe,

[Rukzvs Sukwwchat Hlosagin, bom b enoopper class Muozlim
lamnily 1 4 -2mall village inswlut is now Rangladssh, weets
arricles pncwomen’s suljezation i paliackal soviety o
wirans Cile utloucmale. She ey motivaled 1o her werilings
i rilee consclowstes5 thaul apmressive socizl coschmns
impsed upon women in the name abreligion ar readiticon. Tn

ar shant seony, " The Sulaan’s Dreann”™ (131728 elis wller
auropian vizioon everluroe the pracices ol ber spoiery. Ina
carrivitl irersion of roles she imarines & waockd wehees men
are veilcd and in paedah, seanesiersd o the 2énaia, gl
wonmea .

T richoczs and e sheer velume of Use weriloes 1 the
astthatesy preclude the possitbality of discussing such of the
weriters individually o tn depth. Cne can anly bz selootive
one's anblyses, idnmifj-r'inf_jtl:;r ahandtnl ofwrirings thad ey
b acem as baing epresentative of seutaly Lends o eech dge
andof particular Hls sxperences of women. Beflscled inthe
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winedar il arry ol wrildogs that Dus Do seleersd minsdistinet
rhreads which inlerescl Some of (iess Live aliesdy Becn
remiched spon —the plobal spresd of Dnelshwhich e izmdeil
(b s of seomen who capressed thear thougbils, conveans
artd aspimticns, their ssmzgle to nuke sooisty accepl il
i Tehis e urdvarsal Ao aro wamen’s rights oo ther
atmtgzla tor empowermend, B booding of woman anmas
pacinl, class and aoviar divides and Lheir endssy our 19
brealaluwn these capsomicred Darricrs of preiedics. I
e memeirales e w10 which with snoecceding waves of
deonlomuzativn. “the inslnoent of Bopie™ became a potene
tol Tt the possessio of worne ol colour o Afriea and
Lie Cagibheain and senmen tront Asta, Lalin Americ s olis
on Angly Aecican writzes who bagen to erile back” W
fre Lmpics, resizliog their eprsscrraniat a: pfassive and
cpressed obisele, wresting veoleol e Then livas, inresting
rremasives with apency, delinizy sulijectivitg, and
reprasaneing their “worlds™ in their awn eonds.

(T
bl

1o i
4l ds

Two Sri Laokan Yyrilers

by o the Arian and Camshean wruers do not lve 1o
Ml,hq' gy -af fheir hth e heve mosed By dil fener
focativres, Do Anoe Rarasiaghe and Yazmine (faoneratne
shure tne digsponc experoue, Rangsnzhe, of (e R,
pecarms o citizen of 5o Lanka in her wlelt Tifs oo 1936 and
has boen Pring there smee, whersas Cinomeraine’s [ils hos
Lol Lrowsd tlos pafly 0 petee rse: Boen il Lank, sho has Bved
much of her wdell lile i Aoslealia,

IRz noly pocm on the Tlekcausl and the geoocide of 20
millian Fewish penpla and parhaps the only puem by a
Gepznal om wrine in the anthalnge, iz Anne Henasinghe’s
“Auscliwile o Colombe™. Tike  manss snnthar writar
feacuned here. s wos corpeliod v deive the fountey ot hiae
Birth. Being lowish, the aeceszion ol Adoll ILide: as
Chancelior of {ionniany in 1452 und the eolrenchozzol of
Nazizm placad the Tives of Anne and har Tarmily In danger
She was seol be lise pargols 1o the cemparative safzte of
Imizgland o 1939, They wers unabie Lo Zolow ber thers as
ey had planmed, being murdered in Chielmno. Poliod i
1844 a5 shie Jeacne ouch Jace. Her lite cxperience 1s vumnod.
S22 bt aolnbied diverss cultural aa: geographical spacos -
Ciermang whiche she et ds g leemige 20, Faglaond whem sha
rrained s w s working i ey Toodoo Liaspiials inoear
srrvion, and s 56 Latks whers she s lleed sioee Tz
mririags tooa Sri Lankan professor. Her viewooint 15
mulilayered, wlere she brings ber eulmal past tn hear on
per cultwral preseal, lutuniting ek reading into ¥ a
complExRiny ol meaning.

e
Id-
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I, ey s Blemasingrhes womd s, cne's sl wers 100 ki eeeor
the mface nl things.” the posm uppeors (o be o siupls
coanfrast hotosoon the Anschreio ol the TUA R and Lhe Colomba
o | Wiz, Thangh enzof hor reladivele sarly posme, il
showe Ranasinghe’s carsnmmate gkill in the power ol
erocalivn, The seeoe Jlufis from Calomie to Anseieite and
hack aguin, weaving Dack aml Dok v ditfeeeer poriads in
titrs . She auhehy corveeys tha semse of wn underlyiog vialsnce
e ey o b opening Bnes, Thie brermning tropical heal of
ek Mlarctdie iz Caloenboas tovasied with sinizrer wdamones;
“wiits fine™, “vehecienl Gees burst inte flams”, "the searing
winds” deonot simply erchoa visual sueoe Lol ciesies an
awaraness almest viseorul chet hensach the sescenme ciloo ol
the cily whete ez 13 ol a scaring wind stiming che dusl
thene Des an incsodiary stbuaion, sgolasive, S banka doring
thamid 1980 5 a tme when vialsocs was eudsuiisasd hunan
liwrs wore heing incincrated an buming teres. The nelearence
e5ci Banks® colenial hiseory links the presend horme groeen
vial=pes [ othe Pale deeds™, the vinlanes sttendart o ohe
foreible trmpostiiva ol powes val e peuple be a faveign invasdon
The: quasticming mind & provoked e ask whetter thers Is
o daffersnes herwesn e oad,

wlha
SR

e
e S

The justaposion of thess sceqss with Vrhat sintar’ m oz
Crerrmian il wilky e treelyT Teafless™ and frosr flowirs
cnaruAting “hnstile window punes™ when Nial vivlenice was
guleashed on ' Kristalnache” nn g defonceles: penpla. 5 guie
beirtiiog, Raesssingte noyves iole mhoimnity of Avsclharite.
Hhevividly presenls the horrt e e ofsleldien whorseare
shmmed by hewey wondasn malletz:, then couelly “Gunolls]
and thin impaled, On poinced ivon hoeks™,

ITer nind takes efuge in o the oaachsing strect, Farng
while in Lhe het ol oy bopical veacs”™, Tnoa deliberan act
al Tormecing she Pskime over the suwface of things™,
tampararily. blotting aut the memuories of e pasl. sl
fhe g rnney atahat happansd in Anschwite, Skimming peer
Lie suiface of thinzs (3 on owo remporal planes fer
simuplianeously er o] refnins frome peobuns Leazaih the
“surtace of flings” in the present, in S0 Lanba, Dl (G
liauning fear is geor prosent rhat henedth the suriyoe calm iz
vinlenos wailing Lo be erleasled Ao Deoeath the ancient dnss
Lon o history ol violeziog, so doee e “unectioins steeer™ mask
the viglenes waldre o eTept 1o the present Q- 19505 S0
faamika). Uhe wiwsual e el the o] shaomzing over (b
srfac> of thitga™ heing kened 1o the wind Ul sioe bt
lightly the ancicnt dust™, ends chis powerlul poem:

" Auschvdtas lrom Coelombe™ wa pisce ol wiitiog packed with
rezaning, and complesity which links the viclenus of 19805
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A Langs, the genecide tn Ausehveitz and the vils docds fat
eyt Tl colongal Tasdary af Sei Tanda, Inug aspast
fur postry reflecty lie werele b Pesntiends dad Daenty Tl
cenlury: wormen’ s wiling whick draws connecbons betweesn
soomingly unconmectzd things wsin Sylvia Plah’s “Lhaddy™
PIOAG- A whors a fahar's abusn bocames andlngois oo
murderus Grscleuof Ml Geeoeaney, co1le poetpy of Thars
Waboekl In o posm Uiled “Owersesichl Poers™, the oo
ahe desires is deseribed theeash the swetaphor ol Tooad:

hiscuits with oncy ronning dessn into the deop
CIEvIcRS

Thivk dark bread-cu
sl over Lhe lerruin

Hed berrics and vollow croam

A thimzing ol rhese dings oo’

e freshe chostles aad Luties

Wlasilyn Chinimagies conpecrioons Debeen her Clinese and
Aanericac anestries 125 Tom Mumrison, in boer shuert
story UReciatil,” traces o history ol cldss snd racc
relatinnahips inothe mrore ot s fricedssip hotsecen e

Arncricam zivls, ang Plack and the ozl whoiz, Tu Tomphs
Lalinis .‘:.]JL""J.l slork, “Bar Piransds Canue o Dipe,” o vong
Lilian gind Wving dotuserica i coolousted with the comzplex
sugs of idenily and allihatiog ageinst the bickdrop of the
P97 1 war for Bangladeshi Tiheration, news ot which filicrs
thermigh the daily ralesyigion pees Dulletibs and e visils of
B Plezadda liviog socesile Drom b home which wes smom to
bevune Danghidesh,

Thi writmis W the anthalogy Sre nac stmctarzed in fe g of
the nationalicy of the weitees fae firstbe o the vaoeds of e
aditors, Uaach divisian mizhe suggestihat woennes e a given
marler s1ahe & cometsin esperience when difierenees ol race,
¢lass il sraars o Gl profound.”™ Secondiy: t comvay M
stnee Ul the sdmullansitey of proloundly differone Hes amd
TGRS 3 eXPTCAEION acToss warmen's woelds™, T athes swords,
specilic conczrng arn nar aonfinsd (oo e ot Lo M
wamen af o paiicu s nalien o one sthoie croep, or those
speakine oue Languase bl ocrss wll these honadarizs: and
iolersssl

Yer anather pasm e a 5o Lankao writer inciuded in the
antholazy whieh Doeegld Like o comezent on 15 Yaamine
Ciongratns’s “Teuse Garme'. nul simply hecanys Ranasinghs
ard CiuonsTatne shars a natinashine bor, moes
shure-cortain coneemns 83 10 che veo poems docloded in (e
anthealozy. Gocaeritsg, ke Ranasinghe, has ved in dilTeront
cullural wttieue and bus writlen i many genres: poatry, shot
sluricy, wrd novels, Har wors cxpresacs the diaapoeie wrife s

iparman]y, |
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cEpeiencs of regnarion and rhe onimral conrradicrions amd
fensiadts implictt m ling hetweoon FEazroand Wiast, Tha
|J|-;;'s|_'\-||:'|i anl Lhe [_'\-q_l'.i[_ic:u'l irderserr o her '.-'.-l'i‘.i:'g an-in Hue
poain featued b anthology whers Gooleralzs-conunsins
e the sovtul andd politcal overicnes o o gz sl pluved
with toz childron down the stract whore shedived Uhe Peoos
Games”. Tha zame becanes anallnpory tor warpeaco, whors
thie wonlendine Gutone dowol Lisve “an sguality of arns™,
ol batthing on o level plaving [eld She problematizes e
comeept of poace, Like most =writers of the posumodenm
perind, {fencrams guestinns the validite of definitons—tns
impesgibiline o nailiag deern iEngnags, esiricring e ro
wostiale sueanine ek closes off all oller puz.‘:.ihj].ili-:a. i
L|I.I..,kl]';.ln Tum Mormsor discus=es -in her Mokl Prize
wweepranee specch {IN12-17% donnarame’s prorm iz apsn
chdads
Fecull

remember which .

s thie entectaamenenl Tewee O War' — Teen'l
FTRAS),

Wlany Fnglishes
ETiiugh ik scleetiom of writings che dathalogy

damenscrarcs the peoarh and-svalntion of 1he F |E'||‘i|'|
enztazs ilslf, e 3l L-.--u:gc'-... wietsnorpiereed by “nalive
Tepizuares and compebrer ciiomiul ngroes™ when caslavod
A fricuns irpertad roowsark oo the Caribbean spear planiations
learned the Taezusgs i stupboied Do theiz caplers ol
Fellors elaves durie (e dreadsd Middle Passagne M Afnes
b the Cunbbean, invigravuting English wich a rich infosinm
ol eapressiony [rom Lhair own lungoagas Orwhen. on the -
chalitien of glavery, indeaturcd South Azians who replased
thern ea the plantationz oross sallinated e BEozlish languaz s
enriching ir sl wends from Uear own dialegts, ]"."[dJ‘.lj-
Fralishes tave evalved Torthess ather leneues haveinlizote
Epglish with their pwn rhvthms and words " itis ‘=.|II
Lnglish, reeopnizehic as g distingt lapguage” (General
Imirnduerion, =liv).

FWornen's Worlds™ offers us the poems of (irace Mizhols
fromn Cigdens o demamstratehow F|1;=h~,h R TR (T ST
ite something diffesedt from swedand Caclishi, Michels
inreiveayes: Crecle and Taplish and devises o “nation
Farzue™ willi e -iJ'-.'-'[l]'J'.I].'IJ'.IE[I_'-: wnil textures diut captare e
spatdt ol Adno-Caribbean cubare: Her poztry &5 ovacatine of
the wligriwmg cxparicnaes of Carihbean migeants 1o Boelish
cities as wezllas the demhos o Canibbean celiues Shebessell
el oo Baghiod Le 1977 wd speods cosh ol e time diere

I Jaer wriling she changes the synax and premmar of rl1c:
senlences. which i isclfan st of resistanae roaolanial o

S
ERTES S
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[Ter Livsl poetey cellection:, 1 153 Lenghamericnd Wiasstar™,
races the histors of slzvery amd caballico Jicoueh the
exporienos. ot an Atro-Caribbe worean. She weerlums the
negative e presentations of e black woman, celahrating her
-Iif"-:n:n-.:e frogo Liie Bogrlishosnd weestom nomas of heaity. in
@ busie of v uive need with hossour 117 e Far Biack Woman
Lincs hhr:-pl'.-mg [ irs pressnraicon af the wriliogs ol
such diverairy, ™Winmen's Worlds™ inflecte the boads thal
Brigtg these wrilers Logether: they are ol wonen, women
“wriling i vne lancueee, Ofen thar concoms ars the same:
Ly anc mienL omocarving an identiny far thiomsclas in-a
patrizrzhal world, zating acceplasntce for themselves as
independent wodien sl sunply ae wile, dougrhier or e
Dot the antholowy alse mukes evidont that the catogory of
wumin 182wl -0 homogensous one as succceding, waves of
{uminiam huve culibrated b identisying the diffarenges, The
concenys dut impinge on e R of @ hiack wockauy class
wirndn wha 353 gling o find moeksy 1o fesd I Gamily
and nocteng thent aes 00 the s de Lhuoee of the white middle
cliss worman who wants o shawer the glass coiling ar werk,
Maorare the comeeims of the white heteiosesuil wodisn the
same 45 thoaz of 4 lesbian, These wiilings Jemosirils how
gendsr, olass and face ipleszecl 1n LMposing svstems of
dewninatian oo them -

=y

i |-C"q-.l__|

i “Tlormeplace: A &ie of Resisanca™. ball hooks speaks of
her mother's stugele rocamhbing her work g a toiid i the
pome af “wlving faiks” and die cole of durlunne mother: she
crearcs Thomeplace”, a spave ol resistance to white
dommtion. Tuzwplace wus “u saleplacs whare black praple
caonld wilicm oot another gnd By daing 5n heal mane of (he
wounds inflictad by mcial daminarion™. ball hocks Dueseinss
domesric space a3 @ potapta] place Tor politizel resdstanes.
Sl illostradas liow the personal 15 the pofdeal, Speaking of
ber smaither she savs:

Loaking back as an adult womian, [ihink oflea of the
ellort it st have taken hey 't na,Lsu.,n;-n] T wen
tircdnzss {and whe haews whal sssaulls ur eounds o
b spitil sl tad bo put wside 5o Uhat she contd give
suriething o het owm). .- in many poat-slavery Black
lrmilics, iFwis 8 gesre mignls were aflen Lo wesiry,

Wi beaten diwn womake. Tanse ol us wha wore
roriunute cnongh to reesive anch care nedecsiood i
valws, Poditica!ly raor vening wocthe Riosa Bell, Jil ol
alloew rhe whire supremacist eulings of donuate:
complerely shape amd Conteel her psvehs wod ber
Tamilial relilicastyps, Wockiog 1o creats o bomeplace
et affimmesd our heings, oor bluckness, our love Tor
o anncher was NoccssuTy Tesistance.

Conclusion

hropgh wemen’s writing the unthalomy trecss rhe

cratutinn or women's plass inoeecicry and hor growing
arnpeedas fne o Fioo the fourisab cesloey (o the presend dosy,
Tz et whisn o worrsin was peromitied o wmwesmly
exprese piely of when she was Hierally af death™ docr #5
when Eliziherh Joeeline wrote hee “Logaeic o Har Uinhome
Childe oy a g when Audre | oede, been Sn Hado, o wesite,
tracher and an acrivist can dobodues bereell conlideslly in
these woods;

I was bomn Black and am oa woanan.-, As 5 Black
Lashian, feminisl, soviahist, poel, motier ol bwa
including one bok dod 9 member of an interraciol
conple, Tozuslly Lod mvsell part ol some pmoup in
which the megorly defnes me ws deviane, ditficalr,
Inferior or Just plain wrong.

Itis lrrroms rodetie ber ae the “roagoriie™ dues, or e difTerent
and celebrate ber mspicabionat e in which she endeavonrad
o sty the burriers of prejudics and respond wirh anges
o b kil e rucismn. soxism and -homophobia My sesponse
Lo Wemnen s WinrldsT isthat ic is a buly depacationad vellsclaon
ot writings that celebrale the Lives ol women [rom diverse
sacial. pecial o closs proups awho weers mintivated in their

wrillngs Lo combel socigl -injostice and prejedics. Bram
"I-IJ_"i]J'El.LLI.I'_"'-. Coavendishwha Sries ous e g '“:'3[1‘7 a5 caged
bizds . %, I Mays Angelon whe tells vs wovingly 2T Know
Why The Cazed Bid Sioes"™ iU docwments the avelism af
widn’s riehls -and Uit subjoctivity, chmveing oo s an
werarenzns of the incremental st2ps by witeh woinen puined
tar themzabezs o wide spectron of righis. |
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BERNADEEN SILVA:
CHRISTIAN, PATRIOT, INTERNATIONALIST

suriva Wickremasinghe

eriddzen wes v senior oo Peradeniva Lonbversily,
3 B cvarlapping wdith e foe one vear | barcly know hor
e bl celpin foothis Jayoa ivid mcial image af the
enpressive Lwe ol Dl vivecivos asad spited valens aalualz,
Enowing sneowes uodevou Cathohe, und Tesring — az one
weas wenie o deein the: climane of che

wlnch conbinuad Ll Bernadesn's devaslaiiog deatls bi 20070
Homuadeen was pre ol the hendlul of people who activaly
ol annad the formation of the Civil Rights Movement; others
al the infarpwal pecliminacy disguzsinns ware Bogi
Sirrwnrdens, Eumerl Javawardeon, Nibal 2 Bads 7 Perag
and hix wile Mec, Desrriomnd Terpamly

vicows (han shi weas alsa likelvon b
Bigabed and ciehl wang, T Xept i
respeil TEl slistance despile Tier
i e pervonaliy, IToe wrony I
Wil

It POs and zarky TVFIz 1oames
wicbuss Beroddern azaiv, in pursail
ol e s preas caussy ol il
erit — [Teediem Tor the Porlugusss
codomizs in Alricd, the Hberadan
mdvemmenits i Sonrh A lnca and whar
was rhan Sanrhern Rhedosioa,
oppcaiog the Vieloam war, These
were ad o encounlers when llie-
rinded wdivicuals end roups o
tozefhc: Tre o particular snoerprise.
Suthscunorcly we Swmecd the Africa

Deeadivan ozl s Lo vovaliogle

The 300 birth snniversary of
Berasdoon Silva, who died Lo
wpare o, Lell on 20 My 2004,

Thiz articke is Troan the
lortbcaminge: commsrnoralye
volumme Remembering

Bernadesn published by the

Womoen's Educalionul and
KRessarch {entre, and adirecd by
sebwy Uloechapdean, Sutiva

Wickoemasingtae wod Déepika
Lidaerdnnn, Bernadocn 31lva wils
d founder memmter vl the Socul

Selnisis’ Avvooiilion,

and thawritorr

Acopiler claim on mneatroontion ar fhis
fiune weas e appallive evsils i
Pakistun. The Comunittes Dor Tucn
Kixhis in Eust Beppal—subseguenths
ronamad. Covlieon Cammirfor Far
Salidiiny wilh Bangla Tresh oo dals
Dimeladesli—veas Torooo], o] of o pree
Bernadesn wus amone ils membens
Cince wrain we ok b the streets,
oty ourside the Bavow Cincma
whore & seven-day. film fzcival
araamzed by the Paklsfan goverusnl
ety bean held, Tris trne arowmil protesl
war mare dicsy a5 smermoncy
regulacions wers inofareg barming
derranaiations Thare iz g als hesd e
b Lold anotbier oo,

variets smoups and andividoods Ter
grtior: by addrass was HBomnedoon™s P, MNew sl arnes

Plaez

Bomadeen was aharsvson che farateont: ancatten mrae

Apasacned and autspoken hadt e letiist aclivise with
whiotn Thad Litherte been Timliar, One nevertud o mlorn
or enthiase her on seeh e ses, the cimscinusmess and midatve
wis mors lxzle to he e, She =i a3 dod nany athar
Chriziapg, paicoluly appalled theat e scvernmeil of a
Cutlilic nmutien was suilly of shamelul oppression ol the
peoples ol Adggolu, Moesambiyue, wnd Mordorese Going,
W Look b the alrccts in commracdely Tervee Thus was our
pessenal and cndaring fricndshipcemanmed an the pavorones
cptsile the Colembo Legatian of Dicraror Salazars Primzal,
The IV imwrrschion ol Apadl 1971 pasulled o thesz ad b
crncouwtters brmene e a permansnl workane relslionship

2

Mo, howasver, dur angrnish al events anlfolding genoss the
rad of Hongal was marched by fhar we (el Tor what was
happaning &t rame in the aftormar of the Apol nprizing,
LA wezs aiticsally Tannghed io MNovermber 197 undes the
cheiomeoztup of Professer Bdiriweers Sazachebindn., ek
FoRW. Coodesckere oy deputy chuirmun and Bag
sirtwardoma as Seoretarys Bornad 2on s s treasuees and dorive
Wasring Coninuttes meinber Tor e pesl ot e Life, CRM
sirnpls Stilernsal of Aams wie the S prolecton aod promcin
ul the civil Bbsries of the peanle of Cevlon a all gmes',
which the @ ltemcnl reverded a: “a necessary weoarnmnlmenl
Ly ruediced gocial and soonans changs wnd the movamesol
trawards #n cnafariun sncicge”™ The texe then comtmued Lo
ga v thataz it inmmediarg trsk C R wonid conceny ifmzl i
Fhe festorauon o cenain riehts and lbering that haws
mecenily boon swspended' in particulac cline snedin fresdian,
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thie Tyrhibs of persuny in custody, revocadion al the cmerginey
rapularion cnabling disposal ot dead bodics wishrur ingness,
and the resraration of feade wneai ao<d other ciglis of
citipleyees,

Yoo zoun fowrd ourseives Sastimaled tn ParBammenl as traiioms,
defanders of the reactionary capitalis cless, soppoting
reneerizoy and pamicipating coverthy on the other side in
Leazon, Iow cotrmnplace sucl cliarges e (edae! The,
buwsver, e were surprised — surprised. bul by noomsans
dslereed, 3och more dounane was eangr Lo sene with the
stream of desperute pless far inlormariam hoat misging
persons, with enguirizs as teowihy somzone was edill i
detenfion, Witl e leiers Mae stamed Somug Do przoos,
aned 50 i weent oo, Susd oo

[LLRCE
ek

Alezped o e mdibon of tmerhadonal solidasite, we now
Tooked Do a Littkes ol il for our own couniey 'z probleses. Here
ugln we weere o he disappoinoed. Govormmants and graups
with e anit ef oricntation o affiliatien weee hesitant (o
rake a praitian beeanse they feli hers was o deswcrativally
electad povernienl, threatsned by un uprsing ol dungorons
Marxist insursents Those o thie “ader” aricncarion 529 3
Fpposrressive” Governmmonl in which there wore Maczise
partics. what's more Marsises af hoth the Camamaniz! and
e Frprskwies waricty, s ipsd tacio e nsurzency hed e be
arighr-wring CTATed e bopenalisl cunspiracy ! Lo ourmelial
wi siinbled oo Aannealy International which was otally
dizinlzresled 1o the political alfiharions of Sithor (he
wuvernment or the insurgencs and anly wantad the Tacls
please. und ageain the facts; aber porsoi i Jeleslivn, il
procedurcs, allegations of feoule. and disappearances, and
o on and o farth

CRAM s mly meklings were keld m Bemadoea's flar G072
Barnes Pluce, und later at her heras in Ion Cavobis Roud,
which remained the efficial address of CRBT gl e venus
ol ile ACiME unbl CEM graduated 10 separule premiess in
1, Her loyalte and commitment 1o CRM wue unstinting.
she never misscd @ Waking Commilles mecting, anid
participated actively mdisc ussons on prlicrand suggestions
T actiomon the mynad different issnes of civil libesties Ul
huve bedevilod o cmmtog awer the past 36 years.

IF Bernadoca had aoy Gaull 30was her over-serupulonancss
inneved seckivg personul help from even pond friends ang
collewgrues. Trememher discovaring thae sheand ey g
hud a truablesome legal prshlem, and takiog her wlmost by
Fowes w05, Madesan OO0, wham she aleeady koew well over
mrgny years of working tgelher in CRM. He wax astounded.

S e —

il

gave her the talling off of har lif for-having ewen thoaghr
thal she should pol “Tedee™ Gion, ok e wlole aflse o
Tnieend snd pursesd o wilh boe charactenste K5 and tenaciy
wr i rierhiand succsse il conclusion,

Hemudeen was gimple in her Hizatele: she was glso full ol
fons She didn™t wazacher religion on her glecws bt sxpressad
it i ke e zeity and comgaszion of ber characies aid Do
dviids, Sk wes deeply meligious oo wy thal wen e
adervrstion and respect ol non-believers suchae mvsell As
anvther non-tehiever enniled me on hearing of her doach:

Lrhink I met hae atew times and thewahz ahe was ez and
umasstriing and geine and steorg s eenrle wa Soand
Christiang are idesd ke hat and s hankbeg whe wm
mar prople whie acratly live in prasuace whan thes belsee,
insanctimonioualy and with a zense of humeds aod oot
Jjudcmental abone Gthars who deon't shaes el belizfy
Cillthaovieh sometimes v waonder oF wen meeli Beoa hetor

prarsirn 1w alal)

Bemundeen's passiun was bulunosd by mmility, hervchomani
insisence an standing by principls was yotainted by oy Lace
ot agaression or soif-righiecesness. Wlhile the main focusof
Pexr Tif weas the i -Tacersd Cealre [or Suctely und Felimion,
whers she warksd [rom s meeplion with v msa Balasuriv,
she pave ul hersoll 1o sccalar arganizations such as CRAM.
PATFREEL, the Muadesan Conne, andd WERL, [o the sanes wiy
as o religinushy-atTiliared ooes, S wae deo desply mvolved
in wack o help former menlal palisnis W reabse not simnply
tren vinpitality, bul alsotiear /i gke, (o rcintcgrats into soaiany,
awd drove megularly cuch woek o Wattala rooa “Halfway
Howse™ Tor sach poreana, The poesuil of sacial Juslive wwis
the ezusz dzarcss o ber head, aod e diversibe of the many
articles she contibeted (o tie fournal of that name i
vermarkable, Tler bainingeus o Bbreran.and docurmenraliss were
of speciil value (o the many organizatinns with which she
wurhed, Tul she wus nover an happy ag when iy e Lield,
driving long distaness toomomitar clectians witl lireless viour
wnd wmfsifing gead humour, Sle wis o poud persun through
il theesigh, this Libe ol which we sonely need bor | s wa
LAY JiUd seearain,

Ve

e
e

Associated with the drgunizalion al ils inception wors
Chairman: E T Savachchandra (Prolessor of Sinhala.
Hatvcizity  of Cexlony;,  Deputy’  Thafcman:
RO W . Goopssekers. (Principal @ Cevian Law College):
Sacrebiy: Begpie Sireardene OWriterh Yo Puhubwclla
Wi ewunsa Thent (lecharer, Vidvodass Toivasily s Ve
Putheparsd Gnanarama Fheroy Veps Motin Chandurama
Taorn: Ve Ralgams Suowsnanda There; Ko Rev Len
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Moanavakkary, 05T, (Dishop of Kandyl: Be Bev Lakslinan
Wickfemesinghe (Hishop of Kunmegala); Rev, Faher Tissa
Dalazurva CRA L Temer Recres, Aqnioas Toniverste Cotlera;
I'r. Dumiel Femendng 1. Arivawanst (eactier, e uniomizer;
Itarg Ahcysckara Parilery Cora Abrahum (Art tcachery,
Mervin Casie-Chewy LETIM. {proctori: L1 Mack Codiay
{Rewder, Cevlun Law Collaged: 1 CU7, de Silvi (Professur
Emeritusl: 2.8, Bllepola (former Direcivr ol Horval
Bevalapmency, Desmod Terpamda CAdvocater 130 Crrlio
Fraovsaky (Facully of Madiciney, H. A1 Taaneiileks
i Medversity Librutien: Peradenivad, A, Guaswardena
iUnrverity Lecwunar): Indika Gonaswicdena {ede unjonistt:
Hichard Gabricl (Artisry Leslie Gumesardena ¢ niversiny
tectueary;, IO R Guleand em (fermer Ambassador; HAG.

Tayilissa Herath (Advacate); Praf Ashley Talpe (Dean, A=
Faculty, Poradenivad; Tiof, Liksin Juvasusiva (1 niversing
lzamirer 1y Ko Riyaeardena(Universitye eoninety, George
Koram tamists); ITmschardrs Meondiz cadvincare) 5. Nadesan
Q5 Drof. T, Nadarasa (Dean. Law Faculty, Colambis
Universily): Prof. Ganamath Ohevsckera (lectorery: Lester
James Pieriz (film makarl LAK Derere Crede aronis); B
MNilal Porera (Chartered Accountanti: Corald Preris
(U nivereily lecturar); NOIXM. Samarakoon O Laki
Senunavuke Turtist): Nimal Senavavabke Adeocaled;
Hermadeon Sibva dlibeaciand TW, Subasinghe {Advocato:
Vinnic  Witharana  (Uoiversily  leeroreryy  Sorviva
Wickremuasmehe fAdvooule); WOMLK D Wilsnmeo (Thiversily
lecturer. |

=51

TR S

Digitized by NuBi#Fidm Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



BOOK REVIEW

ANTHROPOLOGY OF DEMOCRACY

Premabomars The Silva

naathan Speacer (20075, Antuopologe, Dulitcs ond the
Sty Democraey dned Miokenee 07 Sonck Agia Carmbridoe:
Cambridee Umveraly Prezs. 200 pr.

Anthropology offors an ideal poins of depaiiue fora udival
rethinking of domacrarization Duieccizs, T ethoographic
mcthod has the parsiial to eder ad undsretandg worlds {such
as poparlar paliies which are oflen felt unaxplored ormndor-
gaplored by the murz formel methodolngizg of arher 2acinl
spienee disciplines. Hawever, daspile this polzoial, until
recanrly the anthenpelogy of detmocracy tas been & munsiny!
tapie ot stidy. Indesd, udbropalegy hae nut only filad o
generate thoogiaphie studice of ‘democrecs,’ but i hag alsa
Failed 1 peov idew vriligque ol the Cnenmsalizm thariz corailed
ur much of e thearizing abomr demecracy, Universalistic
and medormiar misconeepions aboul dempcraizud on
procesees and the azsuned homorensily and srade nanre of
cultiiee are sUll cormmuonplace i comparative palitics wl
pulivcsl soieno.

Fullowing the dacolanizaricn periad, anthropolaiEiss
produced sthnographic accocunte: of how democracy was
stk ling i Failing b weork) W the e indenendent countrics
s Gesite 1903 ) Inthiz contest democrecy was crngiders
it upverssl pelicical femm. and an indicator of moderwily and
PIUETEES. I rocent yoars aovermme il deances, NGOs, and
meernational crganizations have peomcied democracy 1= the
panaccs ror eevoloping eovnlies fees Paley 208123 Thesc
arganirations oflen focws vn promodang Mmoo and i eations
and goud governunoe. In enday’s palirical disconrse
lemrimacy” is widaly considered the anly lagitioe political
reqime. Mainstream political studies which ey Lo mako sonse
al demacratizarion provesses have therelore alren heen
trappesd in this moklecime] marmailave.

Cnly in the lest decade have antheopoloaiss beaun wowm
chairt amentian ta formal polilca s lilutions end b macra-
pelities] aveds of nrjuicy. Many al the curment ethnozraphic
msights vn the working of demacracy in ditferent seliloe:

3z

huve smereed as parrot discussions ahout “the s, “posd

conmTaumiarn regimes’ post-aalonialism, wod Givil sociely
Hersrowver fow Bive been the slindies which dirsctle addroess
deiuoeriey ws an object of ecbnogruphic enguing. Hhstafions
aboul” how demnoracy has come 0 be goderstom] wnd
practiced in lacgl conexts can e foeund in the work ol
Gutmann-in Mexzico, Paley’s study of Chilsan democracy,
and Schiomer’s worl on Guatemalan politicz and themilitnyg

Trom the 19508 o i sarly 19808 antbwopolosises, did net
s Tl arrertion fo demoeratic polilice 100 5n Lanka, During
thaiz poriod they produced o luree budy of Hierature on
kinships, Lo tenoes, villags and arbean Baddhismn, caste and
vural vhingz, With some notewerthy exeaprions fe.g., Mauziel
Rohinsen 19750, swdics an the politics of democracy have
penerally failed o exploding locul politics sthnngraphicsl by

In the last decade aachropoloezisis, iocigusd by the
prenomennn of Sinhala Boddhist setiooadizm and by the
sthoic 1saue, went hack o the study el politics in 50 Lunku.
Imporfancly thiz new fitzraruee e the anthropolooe n
domacraey deawes aliention o the datly lives and palitical
simagles of people lving in non-elite seetnrs of soclety.

Lt in this conext that we need o understond Jonachan
spencer s semimal vk Andlvopcloey, Palitics, and the Staze;
Chewirogeny and Wolenee tn South Asia (2007, Tonarkan
apencer s professor of the anthropology of South Aot o
e Unpversity nf HEdinhurgh, Prioe 1o tlis book. s published
barcks include & Sl Village fn g Time aof Trealde: Bntitics
ard Chadige in Reered Sei Lonibia (VR N1 Lok Aisiors
avied the Roods of Conflier 19000 Ereeyetopsedinal Sociol and
Caudinvrad Anifriprin oy (co-edited wich Alan Barwand, 19907
wod Tl Comalitions of Liswening: Py om Reliton, o
ardd Feodfiieg in Seeh Ao feacdied with C, T Fuller, 1098],

I Awitpodanry, Padizon, and the Stioos, Bpencer argoes 1
the modern insticacinns of overnmenst o posi-colunial
conaties ave Besn undersiudied dus w b presumcd
“tranzparaney’ and foreign arigin (20070 Aceordine by, since
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dernovricy orzinales e the Wesd, 1ls lsrprekiaan o pusl-
cirlomiil slaitey has boen comsidersd essenbal s midur o these
in the West and henes anchropologically jrrclzean: and
mfcHegtaally unehallenging (20N 310 However, thecagh his
et raphical C1900, 2007 study of il electoral politcs
i sm Lanke, he shews bove democruey has dillerens rocanings
tor ditfoont seetionz of soeiony

Building on the Mndings of this rescarch, Jis ook offers 4
neraway nlanelvzing the relatinnship betwess culors and
polifics, with spocta| stontion to domocracy. natinnalism, the
sfarz-and policical vinlone? in 81 Lanka and India, in
pairicilan and South Asiz ingenial. Thizs ook conceims the
winy aiewhuch the polilicizabion of caliuns bus destabilized
anthropsdeiss' assurmptions about coltural dilfferencs: and
the language thow use oo malk abaot it Bot it alzo concemns
the weay politics eporaes in dittoronr cultoral avd Wistorical
combeRts and praposss Anlrepaioeise o s thenss Jves
from 1 redustionizt medels of 2 paliical, wiich daronls
tave avisdeery wriiing.

For Spencer, e e vwe aspecls e definiion of the
puliticul; "eapressive sl perlorenaive ax e instrusnentul;
aml the Sdenurmic free of the political. This bonk gquin
comvincely wddress bath aspects of “political” in the coltural
comtzxrs et honch Asta which have beaocun Owoual elagamly
ciafted eizhi cliplers paneely: The Strange Death ol Falitical
Anthrepulory: Locuting the Political; Cultore, Mation. and
Misary; Porlorming Bemocrcy: States and Porsang; Tle
Sratzand Vialorce: Ploralizm n Theors, Thymbsm o Fricis,
and Prlitics and Counter-palilics
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Thowerh these eieht chapiersars egoally rmporiil o
understunding “other peaple’™s poalitics,” the. perlormadtive
sapect of demaersey - which Spencer explaing in chaprer four
5,00y vics gquine faseinating. What kind of chicst da
antlicapatugists labs democravy’ 1o be? They cun
svelemubicille =xamine the pap botwesn the proouse of
l‘l"[IIJ'HT docisien-making and the stark roulity ol
dEscmpas et and 'm]..w-n Acmooned Hme ot inguies
vl be opy the echinoloay of democracy the rituals,
provedures, wd maierial coliore of e balla. A thisd ista
feveas Lo culloeal tphcations of demoe s precedues ool
ideds as they ure received m different conlesls. According
to Spencer meddern demaocragics hinge on the idea af
repaesen bt o e vne pecsvn stowdine Dor o mucl Locesr
croupol peepls making the decizivns they” milghl expect o
make ud thay beon consulted. And the mysterinns link
hetwzen Tepresentativie and representod 8 estahlishee aad
venewed incrinisl feres tvongh cleetinns, He p*r:-pma riar
the idea of clections ts bast niwdersioad as otual aotions el
Lt ielriinenta] (2007781 500 Spencsr acguss Lhat
electans; hke other so-called polmical mtaels, wre noe
cpiphenomenul tethe world of real palivics. Eatheor, ther e
aracisl sites for the production and reproduction of e
petitical, This is o esciiog ok [or paolidcal scienlistes,
sectolizrists and antheepelomsts, bul students und schnlars
Frow orher disciplings woild atan ko impeessod by the
CORVICTICN 1) Sponsor’s arauents and he divarsiy ol

athmagrplie aod ciss studiss, [l

Sprreial peice Ry, 3004

Armand de Souza

HUNDRED DAYS
IN CEYLON

Under Martial Law 1915
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IN MEMORTAM

SYDNEY WANASINGHE

T. I'ereva

S fedlowing & Tiewrt attwek, un 28 Apeil 20007 a0 Ris home al
willnwatle, Colombo He waz 75 woais old, Ie de survived

T T wile Wanatha, dazghter imalke aud o orendzhild o

IIe hud been in faiting Eaadih for sorne time, shich atfacied
fis physical mevaments bal lell unteazzhed My e lous
meiedy, [l2 was o beom lor simggling wrilers researehing
the Jefl muavemnzne

Syaney was bore at Raddolusa, Seeduwa on 16 February
1952, the ann ot Lowie Wanasinghe, @ schaed principal and
Jumis Neamasinghe, Svdiey vas edocatad atSe Mare’s Collame,
Mezembo, 51 Juzeph’s Onllege, Coleanba and 8T hamas®
College, Muan Lovinia. He joinsd the LSSP while siill a
university seucent in the eark 19510,

Haz was the live-wire ol o grenp of swnasamaiizts wrho
distributed v puny newspapers on the Peradeniyy campos.
Thage were the pre-und past-Hartal duye: when the [LS5T
duerinuisd campus palines Sydisy and his camrads s would
colleclt hundics of (he LYSF wecklics ar the Perdemiva
ruibaray station ad sogare inostrocr sales o Iandy

Afier hie produstion Sypdoey served as o feacher o Cagey
Codleas, Colemba, and igse wo be hcadmesies, T 19359 e
mermed Mipitha, 8 leachier al 31 Michasls, Polwatie, wha
later gavs up teaching. In the 19008 Syidiey was back ar
Peradeniya o oblain o reschers” dipleme in education, Ha
wik il sotive inothe reachecs” tnode wnion.

WUR

In |95k he nemminated by ke pdarty occontes) (e
Wellawulte Marthward of ae Ch{C, e sucezaded Tog Teisnd
Une party comiride Qemund Javarame a: the LIS
repreacatalive for tis ward:  In the menicipal by-clocricn
Thiat zaisusd Svdney won the 2030 which be held il 1905,

L the heady varsiny days Sedney had reaned v with Viuve
Vidyasagara aod Suravana Baghawan (Ragey ), edilors al the

wdney Wanasinghe, the veleran LSSE activist Sicd | Smnasmnadsd I the yoars m 2o they were drawm more

closiely sagerhar Rag oy bepan publishing Marxise classics i
oamphlat towy wnder the gtar pross imprint,.  Exentuelly
Sydaey ook over where Bazey Loy o and Blossomod uy s
peeriess publishar of It boals,

Hz pablishd o seciss al writings of Rosg Luaeibure o
ing Spariaoey Fropratogs, Socic! Redvrm ar Nevelorion,
Tt is Looneriiae The Mgy Steike and the deiines Pangdile
feliree edifions )y and Tealsly™s works: M Rtiokt fronn S
Marvige aod Soivnce, The Prodlems of Liv, The Sirmgude

Jow Seere Power wod Whirker fenia,

He also anitiuted the popular Foemg: Socialise serics, the
publicatinn of which coleided with the erncreenos of e
e lring tendenicy in the LSS om the eve of the purty spid in
1904 Al thal tme be opened 4 sales collet — Suriya
Bockshup. He siso collabarated with Hagey inowriting 2
Biwzraphy ol Leon Tearsky, which be trunsbsted 2nd pablizied
i Sinbala in 1900, He also published & cneple of books by
Chies Giwovara in Sinbali.

Fo ez alteemuth of the cleetecal Jefeal of the S1LER in the
izl LD, s cnalition allies, the LSSE und the CF nnleazliz
acampeign ot chauvizisae, TLwas ke lero Spdoey to dosument
T the P8 rhe wigee of dreediul diznihes thal appeared in the
FAET and I8 prass.

Swdney wis oae o the signalories o e resalntion moved by
Fourtedn contral couned] rmembors gt the pany coolsrence in
fumz T4 which appused the resolaiion of the Jeadership o
enfar s eaakilon government lad by toe SLET Their resolition
was detaated by un oversshelming poarsin and thay qoit the
P55 b Turn the LASP-I Svduey Liter rejoined the pamy.

Uraler the STEP-led coalilion government (1970-731, in
which the 1551 Tield threes miniatrics, Sydnsy served as
progect e in the Nadonal Savings Baok, sod the Seate
iz il des Curporaon.
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In the: 1990 he [ormed 4 publishing panase:hip with Wesley
Murtiah, 1 Sydney was a conple ol vears younger thaw bis
collaborator Wesleyl: They emburked an publishing
documentary enllactions: Feivin, Werkd Re Tieo and the
Samiorarngiist (1996 wd Vhe Sracegiedle Affair 11998
reprinfed w 20061, The Farkad of T953 (3002, 1he Caie for
Socteisg (2O, Socilis) Women of Svi Lok ( 20067, T
Langwiages, (ae Nofion, One Natian, Tn Fagieores (2006},
u cotloction nt speeches by Colvin B, de Silvag State Laowage
“Cussteokn, spesches inpearliament by N M, Perera and Fdmuad
samarabkody, moa Sinhaia translafion by Sydney (19535 and
200G, woed w re-publication w2006 of Mudred Dy v

Cendon unidee Muerial Love by Armand de Souza, onthe 1915
coTnimnal ficls,

Sone of e buaks wore prompled by anmiveisieies of
workiny vl stnigples speazheaded by the TSSE, and birth
cenlgnuriey of the el lonunarsy, Thanks 1o thie initiative
they have ensvred that the material they pleansd from e
paity alchives 1 not Forgatten  Bpdoey was preparing 2
myeiniir ol bas Tricnd Bagey when the Mol day came,

Three memdhs later Wesley Muttiah, aftor 8 brief illues. puesed
ey i Landow cud At i

New Arrivals from Wamen Unlimited

Books by Kamla Bhasin

s

At the Suriva Bookshop
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Young Socialist Publications
Books edited by Wesley Muthiah and Sydney Wanasinghe

Available @ the Suriya Bookshop

Special offer Rs. 300/- each

Wesiey S, Muthiah - Sydney W‘:\na&irpng

B o
Ha N

An Episode jiv the History of.
!he-l._:‘_nka Sama Samaje Party

The Lanka Sama Samaia Party
o the State
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