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Jafina—Madras—Delhi <hain reaction worries Gandhl

When will the current

stalemate

Mervyn da Silwm

elhi—hased  western  Eneica-

puopdents describe the Tmlian
demurehe thor followsd the Sri
Tanka  goverament’s  sig-poeint
propnsal for n o resumption  of
negutietions wich. alie farmed
sepiralifta’ 4 4 “ficm ante of
g wiian Tomr o Friendly soumtey™ .
5w scnior members ol the KNP
leaderslip are Lir feom eod-
vitood of the vaunied Triendship.
Soms -woyld dearby . lowes w
toapher militpry Jine — and have
indeed wrpned penly for it —
whilc: othery press fnT an intec-
natinnal cumpaEn to expaze
India 25 a “big hully.

Ideully the cmilimarists’ would
ke to ser Jalfna razed o the
provad nml the treops merching
through - 1he city strocta o full
gommiind ol the separatist stroop-
hald for the first time in three
to fowp wears.  The only brake
o these gmbstinwa plaas is the
nervous  wneeriainty | abioot  the
rectionm 1o Tamniloada and ity
immediate cfeet, of ‘ony. 0D
Dielhi, apd Dellis nwin recponye.

Despite this. lurking  feiar ol
in.weloalable’ vizEs, the  hards
liners would have beso owvers

joyed i 1he aperation Dud been
ecompleted Squickly cand  sucess-
tully helfore the Todign purlia-
ol met Tor its hodget sessicn
o b 23,

Whit jg fectowas thal  the
DY, Wsing o sorac 30000 foam,
weored  many gaing byt wime
nowhers nesr e camturing litlna.

Il had many morc camps  Cps
citelipgy - Jallne, - much  arater
caplrol of terntory,  rowds o

commanidalinms, and hiave des-
teogeil scveral LTTIE  “hases.
Hut the LTTE 712bels hawe wa-
nished into the Jungles in Lypicat

testhook guerrila fashion, Iei-
ving the army to  defond 1he
pewly gained tervitors. By oihe

end?

game token; owever tha poople
of dwfina wo- longer  have (b
same robsstive umibralla. of 1he
LTLE:  Tlut makes the civiliag
poprlatinn eatremely wulnerible
to - miltary - opErationg, Tomd,
gep pmidlcair. CHenes - the neir-
punie: situation in Taifnas; pod
ithe climate of {epsion and feur
which &l visiting ¢orecepondoots
hive . chacrved.

Bul- that i= precisely fhe poli-
ticul=iplonats  impebmcnt 1o
the offensize  sfralepy of the
hardiiners.  Tumilnigdu's thros-
hold of inlarunce (s LG Fcb,
L3 e afirectly celuted focivilian
casilties, civilivn herdship und
suffering, V0 Indian Tresident
Fail Simgh chuose 1o wac fhoss
very words, it was for ihe
coumtlest of regsons. The laodism
Jdemarche, Prime Minismer Gon-
dhi'sremarks inhis parliamentiry
group, and  Mrs Zail Sinph's
references Too Gri o Racnka ine hiy
nddress to Purlinmont are all
af o pitee. Having -suzpeuded”
his work as mediator, izl a
weupninz of one kind, M, Guodhi
hus o ciptervens’ on the diplu-
myiic Frodt in order to prajcct
the vivilian population of fajlna
from #pny lighiniog atrike b
the Sv3 Lankun - [opeca 1bal s
bowpd do set Imomotion o iram
of eventa thut be may nol he
able to comrol. In shorr Qg
i% the Jaffne=bdadras-Delhi chain
reaction thul woreies Mro Gao-
i

[eMhi - knows . thae it 3% o8
much the wetions of LIS aa
thnse nf the Sri Lankan goveli-
ment which  have  pushed - the
mcdiatar  jate @ cormer-  For
all itz muny wchievemsnls @ 10
Tamil cyee s ihe piooser ‘de-
fendee of the peaple and the
uneampriging champioo of the
Folam epauee, the LTTE over-=
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pxpeiided  itzelf — fecritorially,
espocially da ihe cast, and puli-
fjeally, by Lrvang - fo  converd

g dav—to-day de fofe Tunning
ul Tafina . inie oe Jure civil ail-
miniztrution, howcver  skeletnl
. stracture.  Colnfmbo could
mel puensill v telerals that defitnd
mowis nor could Delhi condone
L.

I was & proveourlsdn  Ehat
pive. Columbo just the wppad-
tunity  aml the” srpwment . it
fesded En quonnt Db iirEt maior
combioad npcrations,

If the army bad actoadby tiken
Fnfrme sy the Feh 1] D AA
wind DALY S Bodeted - @
would {the Jolcesicw  with  ihe
MNutionsl Becuriiy Bibizer wis
Bater vporrecied  and: elarified)
the military balapce wonld hove
rudicully shiltsl, with" Calambe
decinively resiininy the politicsl

initistive, both  do o tcems - of
Sinkala opinion amwil iis ncgo-
tiating pozitivs  in the next

roeruTids

Im u wuw, 1the LTTE has un-
wittingly helped 1l o ihe
long rua. The T.TTR was not
only fmposioep ils fdersg  bego-
monstic willon all other rehel
groups but prsduslly incredsing
ity cupeoity  for  antmioimous
decision—makine and action. M
Frabhpkarips arfival on  Jutiin
wely oToTEs A messags to o Delhbi
than @ “warping’ 1o TR owver—
dmbitious livutenards, 2 huppy
theory eircolaied By statc.mo-
naged  mading . The LTTE. wis
o the “wuy 1o #iladping  the
cstarus of an urieesnleic guzrilla
movement ks the A G0 the
Philippines.

By proving that -the LTTE®s

re latary domiounas in the noctl
was ot wnarsailable, - the 5ri

3



Lankan army has done Delhi
a favour, although in the process
the ‘hardship, suffering, civilian
casualties” came in Delhi’s opi:
mon, too perilously close to
activating a surprisingly dormant
Tamilnadu public opinion. By
not recapluring Jaffna — not as
yel anyway — the army has ex-

posed Colombo’s limited power,

which"also suits Dethi.

So in the period of ‘suspen-
sion’, animated or otherwise,
or  the current stalemate,
Delhi can  give its mind

more resolutely to the challeng-

ing problem of mapping out
a_coherent game-plan, an exer-
cise it has signally failed to
do, largely because of Mr. Gan-
dhi’s other preoccupations, the

conflicting pressure—groups and
lobbies in Delhi, and his own -

somewhat individualistic = and
temperamental style of politics
and povernment, :
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~ Lankan
the true meaning of that com-

is on¢ of Mr. Gorbachov's
major foreign policy initiatives.
But the two Communist giants

-are omnly inching their way

towards their mutually desired
goal. The rightwing pro-US
UNP meanwhile has taken a
great Leap forward in streng-
thening relations with China
and the Soviet Union. ;

President- JR whose
successfiul visit to China was
regarded by many diplomats here
as a personal triumph was almost
gushing in his praise of the
Communist leadership in Bejjing
when he addressed a meeting
at the Chinese-built BMICH to

mark the 30th anniversary of

Sino-Sri = Lankan diplomatic

relations. China was a country

with the world’s largest popu-
lation. It was a powerful nation
said the President, underlining
the obvious omly to give his

~remarks om that occasion a

cutting edge. Big and powerfal
das - it was, China, said His
Excellency, was never a bully.
He did not demand too much
from his audience, especially in
the present context of Indo=Sri
relations, in making

pliment clear.

It is in 1956-57 both China
and the Soviet Union established
embassies in Colombo.

So. President JR was back on
another “Friendship” platform
within weeks. The praise once
-more was unstinted. But it went
beyond the country-to—country
boundaries to touch the ijdeo-
logical, the triumph of socialism
under “the great Lenin.”

“The Sri Lanka Soviet Friend-
ship Society has a record of
service to our people and so has
the Sovier Union. Never has she

interferred with our affairs, never

has she hurt us in. any way.

She has always  tendered her
Sriendship and a word of help

to wus in qll international organi-

'Digitized by:Noolaham Foundation:

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

highly

“especially after its

NEWS BACKGROUND

The UNP Greén'S' and the
Red Giants

Arapprochement with China

sations. [ pdy - tribute o h"eéj
for ‘that reason’’. :

The President also said: “The
Soviet Union is net great - only

in its size, population, andreso-

urces. She is great because she
is the first example of socialism
being put into effect in a country
by the great Lenin in its adminis-

tration, in its - constitution, and

in its relationship between the state
and the worker and its people,

“We therefore once again pay

tribute to her for that reason’.

Mr. Gorbachev’s absence from

Moscow during the visit sche-

duled earlier led to the post-
ponement of President Jayawar-
dene’s  state wvisit. It is now

known that the wvisit will fake

place in- the middle of this
year with a Gorbachey-Jayawar-
denc encounter the highlight of

the program. Yet, the warmth

of President JR’s remarks about
Soviet friendship is not inter-
preted by weastern diplomats in
Colombo only in terms of the
impending  visit. :

If the Soviet Union has one

firm friend among the major
Third World states which enjoys
the status of a quasi-ally, it

is India.’ That no less a person

than Mr. Gorbachev made absolu-
tely plain in his speech in Delhi
last year, when he vested the
Indo-Soviet Treaty, on its 15th
anniversary, with very special
significance. The speech also
made abundantly clear that Mr.
Gorbachev had decided to re-
assert as strongly as possible,
the Soviet Union’s role as an
Asian power. India was the key

factor in Moscow’s Asia poliey.

No Sri Lankan need to be
reminded, ~ particularly during

‘this period of a political-dipio-

matic stalemate, of the crucial
importance of influeneing Indian
opinion. The other theory favo-
ured by some South Asian
diplomats that UNP is slightly
disenchanted with the U.S.,
' substantial

aid-cut, strikes me as a bif

- M.

far—fetched.

i R sl AR S i A ek S sitbidiu -

T
$
¢

s

i T



President’s opening address to parliament

MEWS BACHGROUND

if militants cease military operations
blockade will be lifted

nin il endspvour 1o rated a
nagotinied politienl - setllemnent,
the guoenrcnt 16 willing o
colsicer propesuls as onilined
in relation fo thess culstandnsg
medtets, inothe expeetaticn that
g fimal aprecment cam therchy
b sachicvad,

o MMonday the rh Febrvdary
1987, the High Colomissioner
{or Andia, Mr. oMo Dixid. hag-
dedl ome the Followimr ek
Cfpem the Pritme Mingsier dnd
Cent P it of Ludia (o Higs Fuecl
beney the President amd Goveei-
mient of " 5ri “Lanka'

b, =As Far asthe corresnt mili-
tury operations © ugninst  Timil
Cgivilinps  peatinos wpd  Colher
disvrimomatary:  mesasures . like
socienis and Cgommuniviations
hlntkzde affecting viviliams exisL,
Tmdia s not o oo posilivn o
resarme Jdifeussions with Timil
militascs. Whils this is s for
the present, Tndis will remian
willimg To vcawie the peace pro-
s ol and when thesz nolivns
arc: withdrawn,

2. India iy fcmly of the dew
that the proposils ahich ensr-
god -on the 1% Decomber  afisr
My, Watwir Siorh  aad  Mr.
Chidombarim’s visicto Colombs,
izt eleacly be efficmed by the
Governmenlk of Sri Lankw a5 20 ba-
sinznd onlyw besinning point [oz
ifurther pepociationg, o lodin is
abwo of the wigwe thal the ol
framewnik  of o ~olution hased
nnthse propesals can o amly ba
fogid whenm tie " fey Tanka Cin-
vernment and Tamilasde enme Lis
Apther awpain for megahatinoms

3.1 bhe Goveropment of  SIi
larka conbinnes the eccoacmic
bdackade and melivary cperaiions
againal Tarmils, prospesis ol via-
Tence will ineress~a Indiis as-
acstrrtas 1w it Che ol
wWill be prolopged and will ey
calaia,

On Frday the 17th Pebruaty I
Forced i Be. Thixie che Dol Tow-
ing reply:

HThe respaias to e Giovolin-
ment ol Tadia's messire, boing
piven helowd, i predicaisd on
the  ctesi wndesranding thac ull
furiher ddizcussions o ha lheld
ot eolyttan Lo he ovolyed. shall
he withio the mamewark of the
independance, fzrritoriul o ntcg.
rity - and unily of  5Sri Lapka:

1. Tf fthe acvined  separalsace
(LTTE} uwgree o colse  afmod
vialent opsralions oend  related
military preparafions nocd desist
[rom any activily aimed AL act.
Wpg uwp or inferfering with the
leeal administrofion of he aica
apil this s ponnanced by Lhn:{n:
iha gowvermmenl of Sri  lankd
will ensuce that the wrmed forces

do nor cuery oot ane Lurther
tnilitnry operutions in the drca
ducing this perisal.

2 When howlEliaes
erns of - pacs o1
cimbargo {on o the morement of
certuin  conumodilies), nuw o an
fores in o the batmg penimsula.
anill e Rificd,

e HIE TR S 1§
abavie, o the

[T e LTTE s prepered  to
wilemed 1alks  with the voepeeson-
GlEtwes ol the Gowvornmesnt  of
Bri Tania rowards  a  peacetul
solutzvar ol Che cthnie problest,
pppropriate Talks may be  held
in Mew DReihi with the assistance
of the representatives ol dthe Ti-
dieg soesrnment, The Gerorn.
meni ol S Tanka cupeats the

(Continved wn page &)

Hera are the proposals that
ermerged on Decsrnber 19, 1985,
fellowing talks between Pre-
tident J. R. Jayewardens and
two Indian Ministers:

¥ The proseot cerrilory com-
CRrisiRg chie ‘emsterh province
minus . che Ampara elsctoral
district may contiture the new
SAECECM  Provings.

# Pravinclat Counekl will bo
gstablished  for the new  eas-
Eefn province,

& The itituctonal  linkages
botween che nerthern pravines
and the eastern provines  dis-
cuszed edrlicr, will be furcher
reflaed Jn order to make. |t
more. acceptible tothie parties
eaheern e,

Dec. 19 proposals

% Tha Zrl Leaka Governmranc
will be wiliing to considar a
proposal for a o secocd stage
of constitutional  development
providing  for the noreharn pra-
winte  and  the- new | eastern
praxince coming tngcthtr suhb=
jzct to rrodalities being agrend
U pn far .'u-\'_erl:.'l.iu.lrl.g tho wiz-
hexr of the pEapie cnmpriud
i the moarthersn . provingg and
the eascern pravines separacsly.

#® The Sri Lanks Sovernmene
is willing ‘o eanzider thg trem:
tlon “of an office. of Vice Pre-
sident e Be appejstcd bythe
Prazidane far = :Pnr.iﬂqﬁ $arm,

* Tha five [2} Maslim #Ps
of che eastern’ ‘provingca  may
be imvited 1o wlsic  indls and
o dlscuges matters of  mypoyml
concera o with  tha Tamil side

under- the auzpicss i Govazrn-
mant ef [ndia,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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“Recognise an accused’s innocence until

proved guilty”

— Lalith to Police

he law presumes the inno-

cence of an accused person
antil proved puilty. If police
officers too recognised this faect
it would win for them the
public’s confidence and facilitate
their work, perhaps making
them an instrument in the enfor-
cement of human rights, Nati-
onal Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali said yesterday.

He was speaking to police offi-
cers during a seminar on human
rights at the Sri Lanka Foun-
dation Institute. . :

“The work a police officer has
to do quite often is protecting
human rights. You are protec-
ting the people’s rights to pro-
perty, life and movement. You

do this by seeking to bring to
book those who break the law”’,
Mr. Athulathmudali said.

Under the law of this country
when an accused person is bro-
ught before a court he is presu-
med to be innocent until proved
guilty. How many people bro-
ught to the police station of
our country are thought of as
being entitled to this presum-
ption of inmocence? he asked.

““When a citizen is brought to
a police station how many of
you presume his innocence
despite the allegation against
him, therefore he must be guilty
and should bz convicted? That
is a wrong attitade’.

Police officers have so many
things to do. They don’t have

time to go into each and every

case. Fven the ordinary police
constable is called upon to do
5o many things.

“Every day 3000 police officers
are caught up in court duty.
Many of them just waste their
time doing mnothing, waiting for
cases to be taken up,
sometimes never happens.

:The government is bringing
amendments to the Judicature
Act and the Criminal Procedure
Code to ensure that the number
of police officers who will have
to hang around in courts will
be sharply reduced. They will
then have more time to attend
to normal police work, the Min-
ister said. , T

— Daily News

Trends. . .
{Continued from page I)

rendum’t Mrs, ‘B. who hod six
meetings in the NWP, then
moved up north to the NCP ‘bor-
der’, to hold five rallies in two
days. By the next weekend
(Feb. 21 — 22) the SLFP cam-
paign waggon had rolled deep
south to Maiara. [Interestingly,
her main target — the Referen-
dum. Her AK 47: the Election
 Commissioner’s report on that
‘scandalous’ affair. The CP’s
“FORWARD”, edited by party
chief Pieter Keuneman s not
troubled by doubts or the idie

is the stench of corruption, not
the sweet smell of success. Rem-
inding party activists in his con-
stituency that he is a founder
member of the UNP, he wnoted
that at its birth the Grand Old
Party had a “clean’ image. Alas,
not so, now, he lamented, in the
presence of party Chairmen, Har-
sha. Mrs. B, spelt it out more
bluntly. Same politicians who
didn’t own a motor cycle now
had several limousines in their
private garages, she said.

 Terrorism is good for business.
At least, some people’s.

speculation of other political
leaders. **Fverything”’ says the
lead item in his paper *‘indi-
cates that we are runnig inio
a spate of elections in 1987,
CORRUPTION

While a few UNP stalwarts
still —cock-a-hoop - over  their
a record-breaking tem years in
office remain sure of a third 6
vear term, the former Speaker
Mr. Bakeer Marker is wmuch
distressed by what he thinks

6

if militants. . .
(Continued from page 5)

Government of India to under-

write the implementation of any
agreement so reached.

3. Upon the armend separatists
giving up their arms — a wvital

. step strengthening the civil ad-

ministration — a generel amne-

sty wil by given to them by the

President of Sri Lanka.

Digitized by’ Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham:.org | aavanaham.org

4. When talks towards a peace

fal solution to the e¢thnic pro-

blem commence, the Government
of Sri Lanka will release those
persons now held in  custody
under the Prevention of Terro-

rism Act, who have no charges
against then. ;
5. In all these proceedings

the mediatory role and the good
offices of the Government of
India ‘are relevant. The Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka reaffirms that
the results of the discussions
held so far including the pro-
posals of 19th December, 1986,

will be the basis for evolving
a4 durable solution.
6. The Government of  Sri

Lanka is agreeable to an early
date being fixed for the mnego-
tiations™. -

The Sri Lanka government has
never carried out military ope-

- rations against cwlllans nor ¢ver.

will.
That closes  the '_chapter up
to date”. : ; _
— Daily  News
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Tho MNorthern Front

Sri

gaining ground

D, B. 5. Jeyaraj

hat g clee naiore ool #0

Lanka's carecnol milbidary
approach? A fai angwer oy ths|
gucriinn 8 cwnlsting with rnode
Cuctual: dolermitivo  aviilable
v, Busieally it is a0 mlii-
proored,  mutuelly, creinforcing
siTilemy apvering different wipeo-
iz, This woalviis iz compiled
o il avguired frem diferent
wovitrce- Tinging drom frsihand
accounts Irom adfected wreas, Lo
I'.'-"!'l]'fl;irla.ﬁllﬂ-- mAle oo the dras
wing Tnnmy ool e Coloonl
catab ishnznt.

Ar the oursct e Recmi cloar
Lt tlic walid poliey at pilesgint
i a politicn military ong. Whe
thes the gwercnd policy wi'lrcimain
conEi st iR A Mot paint. A
the grownd, ai  ceported eaclicr,

thi ‘gim 15 to securc. .as  nuch
fapd as possible in the main-
lapd ‘arcis of  ihc orthern

Fravines eompriging Yavaniyz,
Marmae, Mulaitivg and Ealinge-s
chi:  Chee the portin wcateen flank.
the teanjs ware Lo anemad Wowards
thrcael Yatrakaghi  and rcach
Kandaiwalas -alang the Chundi-
kulam suwpciaaey helow the penin-
enla.  After ewcrevching  them-
eglves Ehe forces uat Poonersn
wroeld. twen dewnwards past woo
che Modezs 2t Habdawils, turo
wost,  Both would Link ap with
Paranthan cight vn o the  centrs,
G2 B belowr Elephant “Passy.

Frople vaente aresa:  Acoording
ta [acest unecafivmed  sopocts,
fhe forces im the noTth weost,
opcupying Muppaikadasi in aie.
niar, hud progrcgsed: to Vellan-
Eulam ond Mulankaeil on cither
wide of the border o soparating
annuread Kilincchehi districts
respeclively,  The peaple of thieas
“illages hud lefoche arcas.  But
i the r'Il.'If'I.]I—l:'i.I!gill much h{':i.ﬂwﬁ'_-.'
has ot Besn made und the Tor-

ces o soem to be hirgredt down
in the o joagle tracks ol BMulla-
tivi, This ds o ahribovad sl
foristunes offenst by the’ Tapul
i litanta,  Azird o from  fhinde
Tiwges nniginglly posilivoel © do
Mutlaitiva,  other LTTL mewo,
pracesding froim the sast 1o otk
are alan augmentingthese forces.

Avcordimz teethe securidy sour-
e dhearmy  hHad o intsrrupied
o messaes fronycthe Juelinn con-
mamedar CURENIWS oo fheoenid
reqeesting eadres to return, These
grders had allzezdly soms there
fp eeduloce the custern ewmdies
for apii-8teto  operstionz. The
Felurnine cadras.  weres el -:_1i'|'
by dhe S -hour curfoes nnd secis
rity eperations  Anciher ooles
withy Tagt 05 the présspee ol
many  membersoof dhe  LTRLE
anid. TELD and FLOT hiding
1t theess srens when the 1L.TTE
fermed itgwrsth on them sarher.

Mew camps.  Tno the tenice,
the Jarces “have mowed  wloor
ihe  truwk s road s and owcrpiwd

Pavanthan,  Mewr o dstachments
are hoing stationed in  almcd
prvafy arca amnd alomr the main
roads within: the northzrn dist-
ricts.  New gamps  have: Been
establizhed in Thunukkad, Ada.
mipan - Lvilunkolam, . Lrohird-
pura,  Puranathasa ool Mo
somsattai.  Ineideacally; hurazos
mattai in Kilinechehn  owill Poine-
tica as  the  capial ol ihe
Kilinoehehi distéice.  Ax impor-
tant vspsct ol the Gocuricy ope-
rations iy vhe way the eedilian
compoisol - bas  beon  hawdicd.
Althourh chere have bocu  oivi-
lisn deuths. the wast hulk - of
nog—combelints had  cvactatad
beiore ihe Forces movcd i

Bimee o acrial  rcCconmdisanco
missions  preceded adwanging
fronps on the sround,the vil-
Tagers weTe miven pricT wdarnig)p,
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NEWS BACHGRQUND

Lanka forces aim at

The wilitanta in 4 bhid 1o mi-
e cavilian cusualties sucon-
raged tho- viblagers to A=e. The
pttern bad beea in zome plaves
frr-the wiilugers o leke refupe
i spocific artas which wers
flhen srrrowaded and s cordoned
T Tharzafter the civiliung were
claszified in categovies  of -age
aned acw, Woung o Tamil oomokes
wercdetained und ofliers relensed.

Jungle aveas not covered: o blosd
mihitants hawe Ao teken oover
i the jungle interion.  Despile
foastfel-claims mode in Colimb

thatl Bl sspecmrity  forogs Qe
coancact g fushing=out uperas
tinns in fhe o junales” —theit

in- reliahle  informision that Wi
sOoh . INOWeE- Boe om righlo o
ATl troop movenieal i-basieally
along mwin rouds amd asiaednt
arcug, But from Colambn’™ paint
af wisw, the militants beiog in
jungles offers  un advanlege 1o
Tie puraued © if  necessary.  The
traditiona]l vrbun-guerilln tuceic
of “merzing  with the  eivilivn
population like  ish in {he
cuman’ s nol possiole opovw,

If “the: =ecurilty torces had
ever been: held back imolhe past
by aopolitival desisica o o
carainl  ahefils givifivn o deaths,
thil resitoind is nor Jupeer Lhcrs.
The Locces i, il poccssary,
seqil small 1'|::IT:1|E o Doot anta
Lhe qunates 1o Ban Lk anoahiaats.
Bt the odensive moeantcd ao fae
has cdisplayed & macked  soloe-
fance  on the part of the forces
i mowe e o smallee Forma-
{inms:  The nlTegaive 3% chiarae-
ferisaed by a0 o jumnedpaut'' ERpo
eI v CUTY Oy T HenL. APace
Fiaom ]'I,'Iﬁ‘::i:‘l,!{ 1k B WHERARE waval=
ucraile 11 alze alords the Dor-
cos the slessic ratso adyantage.
Iocparcrilla swarfare. fhe securify
Fonreens aira - wii ]'u.:ﬁl‘:d 1o QuLnuin-
ber o guerifla by A0 or B35



Lesson for LTTE: A basic
lesson, however bitter, for the
LTTE in this regard is the con-
sequence of the action against
other groups like TELO, EPRLF
and PLOT. Although this is
net the time for recrimination,
a Jesson drawn from past ex-
perience is relevant here. Farlier,
there had been instances where
forees -~ surrounding an LTTE
camp found themselves surroun-
ded in turn by militants of
other groups. Today that factor

_is absent. In areas outside the
peninsula where ‘even the LTTE
was not as strong as in Jaffna,
the impact is greater.

In the east: The situation in
the east is also grave. Two
security manoceuvres have been
recorded. One has proceeded
from Trincomalee to the south
through the
arcas. The other has been an
upward thrust. Communication
from these areas is poor. Yet
what has been established 50
far is proof of heavy fighting.

In Batticaloa, the Special Task
Force commandos, who have
consclidated themselves in Kok-
kataicholai, are progressing fur-
ther into the interior on the
Paduvankarai (west cost) area,
a homogenous Tamil area hit-
therto impregnable. In Amparai
and Batticaloa, the militant
position is weak. The Tamil
and Muslim communities were
Living  in inter—twined areas.
A third party by aiding and
abetting the Muslims exacerba-
ted the tension between the
Tamil-speaking traditional home-
landers.  Secondly the land
-scape is dotted with STF camps
along important roads.  Thirdly,
inter—group rivarly among the
militants, particularly the LTTE
and EPRLFE is rampant. There
is ‘strong suspicion ‘that one
group is colluding with the
State to atrtack the other.  In
other words, some Tamil groups
seem to have lost sight of who
the main “enemy’ is. Above all,
a scorched earth policy has
displaced population and disrup-
ied the economy. Terror as a
tactic has been used deliberately.

All this means that the posi-
tion in the east is very shaky

B

Mutur clectorate

for the LTTE. Mobility, the
key requirement for a guerilla
movement, is severely curtailed
because of Muslim hostility,
security forces operations and
inter—group fratricide. - All resul-
ting in a weaker Tamil militant
presence.

A different situation: The situa-
tion inside the peninsula is
different. There the militants
are relatively stronger. Despite
strong propaganda that the army
is marching to Jaffna city, the
reality has been a perimeter
expansion of the Palaly, Jaffna
Fort, Point Pedro, Thondamanaru
and Velveltiturai camps. Also
the forces are able to move in
convoy formations between Point
Pedro, Velvettiturai and Thon-
damanaru since militant posi-
tions have been abandoned.

- The important thing is to
realise the implications of the
security forces control of the
Tamil areas. Control of a large

. area means that the forces are

spreading thin over a wides-
pread range. This would mean
that once the LTTE changes
its course of avoding conflict
and resumes guerilla attacks,
the relatively weaker military
posts would be vulnerable. But
it appears that Colombo is fully
aware of this possibility. Then
the point arises why the security
forces are expanding rapidly and
placing themselves as easy tar-
gets for future guerilla attacks?

India’s good offices: The ans-
wer to that is a view in Colom-
bo that India’s good offices

could be utilised to consolidate

position Colombo seems to be
counting on a ceasefire imposed

. by India socon. If and when

that occurs, the LTTE would
be constrained to desist from
any futher action. That would
mean the State would be in
effective contrel of a large chunk

“of territory which it may not

have been able to retain under
different - circumstances.

The second stage of the ons-
langht would be an invasion of
the peninsula. Colombo would

_encircle the peninsula and wea-

ken it. There is, however, a
possibility of a brief lull
before an attack 13 launched.
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Again that period would coin-

- cide ‘with a suitable diplomatic
. endeavour with the ostensible

purpose of achieving peace.

An retrospect, Colombo seems
to be sitting pretty. New Delhi,
which had warned Colombo that
it was suspending its good offices
and that the confiict
escalate, is now in the spotlight.
After confiscating the militants’
arms suspension of good offices is
not a move that would endear In-
dia to the Tamils. From here the
impression -is ‘that New Delhi
is in a dilemma. To effect a
ceasefire now means freezing
the situation at a point disad-
vantageous to the Tamils. To
allow the conflict to escalate
after weakening the militants
poses another problem. Any
qualitative input that New Delhi
seeks to prescribe indirectly may
come too late for the  Tamils.
Time is of essence for the Sri
Lankan Tamils.

: — Hindu

LETTERS ...
{Continued from page 1)
less incongruity in your sty-
- ling Ms. Radhika Coomaras-
wamy’s poem in response
(which also appeared in the
February issuie of our house-
magazine simultaneously with
your publication) ‘Freedom
Day Verses’, because hers was
as its title indicates, offered
as a collective utterance.
But it seems to me that some-
thing of the integrity of Mala-
thi de Alwis’s poem is violated
by assimilating it to the
rhetoric — even the progres-
sive and non-racist rhetoric
—of Independence Day. There
would have been no objec-
‘tion if it had been made clear
~that wyou chose to publish the
poem for February 4th instead
of appearing to atiribute this
purpose to the author.
Reggie Siriwardena
Editor The Thatched Patio

Note by Editor: _
Right you are, if you say so.

would
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HUMAN RIGHTS |

2000 Dead

Jeyelupritg coartey, 8 Tan.
Ak'i has “achicwed 4 o lish
quality il fife despice law per
cEpito iEeons Wich in 1985 wrus
caly BML Ted cxports aec Rri
Lanka's dargest souree ol forcian
crchunyee sarmipfs.  ADproXias
tely Gl peisedt of O Rr Taaka’s
prioluslive S paaity % stdte awnRcd
ar’ ¢emkratled.

The twn larseat cfhinic EEOUps
in &y Lanka are rhe Sinhelesc
{74 perecit) and ihe Tamils {I8
perveni]. A Rroming eonviction
g Tanuis that they de not
gnjey pefitical rights cquel 1o
s nlf the Sinhalese mnjority
lel wovme politioal  leaders oo
Frustrated: Timid youlhs to con-
clude, by the mid-1%T0's  thof
ropaiation of  the Tamil-mu-

; Sri Lanha uysed o Wl ol
ted pear-shaped, Tear sha-
ped would "be  mors appro-
priate naw, A democralic
government . with an  aromy

:onet I'ull.]r under  eantiecl i
beset by 2 sgparatifE move-
mignt relying on  terrorlsm,

I Theusands ke died.  The
ather n'lghl.', for instance DRFFD-
rists killed 28 willagers, In-
l;luding & women and chil-
depn, with axes and  othor
silent weapond 54 a3 not te

| mlert puards with gunshots,

flick whosto prineipals acknow-
{ ledpe  the  resemblance  io
‘Horthern lreland.

‘ Mo end j4ia tlght to'a con-

The trouble arfses from a
deep sense. of grievance that
raimor ity Tamils (1§ poroent)
kold agzinst majority Sinha-
leas.  Official hesitation and
Ineptmess contributed to  the
Tamll  miovement's. shift in
the 19805 from a political to
g guarriiia  phasey although,
D comman 15 ethnie groups’
use of terrgrism on the inker-
mational ~scenmce,  the shift
might have <om= =apyway.

L]
jerily areas of thz islaad anto
an independont  Tamil siufs or

=hebam™ oowag the anls soletion,
The pobiveal: leaders rensimed

their party - the  Tamil o Lnited,

Liberztivn  Feaome {TULFY dnd
el womestod the 1977 electicns
on-a o pladfovm of independzne,
wimming 211 1 qcets in the hsii-
wily Tamil Worthern - Provinge
and 1 ogeats in the Baslero Pro-
vineo, which s o siznble Tamil
pepelation, A number ol Tumil
vontlis Todmed  militand  prroups
whach: Daiocd o armecd slrueale
and | Leerriian can aoanny ot b
I.:’l.i;uiﬂ,;I Fxlbain.

TEILY: enconibwers lost their sty
it Tarhisnecar ine 1983 - when,
rathee rlan comply awith o mew
Fooal vaguireansnt bo e oalbas

Needed in Sri Lanka

Az the stroggla  shrrpooed,
the political demands of the
terrofidts prew,  They now
agk for a “hemeland' wirs
tuglly a separste stale, &9
inelude not  only tha Maor-
thern  Fravince, o which they
hzve a large  majorlty, b
alz=n the Eastern Frovinocs, in
which they are 8 minerity,

A gevernmant that yielded
wauld be dafaglting on thao
firae reguirement of zowverai-
prtyl to maintain the inte-
grity of the natiop.

Megotiations remain thebast
haope. . Here tiny 5ri Lanks
it  palafully dependent on
giatit Imdlia. Crea narroow st
rait away, in India" state of
Tarmll Madu, live 55 million
Tam|lz; Thalr suppert  of
uerrlllds among Sri Latka's
E millten Temils kept tho
“miilitary effort slive. The Sri
Lankan ~ government | counts
on Indin not only to be
more energetic about broah-
ing the Tamil tefrorist connee-
tion — a reasonable ‘requast
= bt slso to deliver mades
rate. Tamils to 3 nopotjated

I936 = LI .5, State Dept.

grames to i uaitary Sri Lanka,
ey left Pacliment aml did gt
retucn within, the  reguiced &0
davs;: Chipve . hv—electhiin gn
Till these weuts have been pnsi-
poncd due fo the ansciilod sscu-
viry situdticon in ithe Morth asd
Fest, Tumily livme - those
comstitusmeiss are onow eothowt
Tepreseniakives o Parliadment.
Currenily Ihiece  Tamils from ke
Cnited Matnnal Paroy ére mem-
Becs  of Phclpament, all of them
A1z servini as calinct mingters:

The ' TLELL s participated
in o wETians  incenchisive and
wngucezasiul roumds ol Tamil
gricvences, Themlimant Tarnmil
eroups have refsed o coter: the
regotintiony, ilepending inseead
o1 AT imsurpency o artein

4 |

solotion, which s not 5o sim-
ple. Soma part of Srl Lanks's
agony can ba diminfshed by
Indian policy; some part cans
nak,

Moanwhile the war goss on.
As in such encounters  else-
whare,the guarr]l las targetuni-
formiod members of the ar-
miedl forcas = althpugh, &5 the
news tha other day  Indicat-
ed, they glso target civilian
¥illagers; the armed forces
target paople who are pot
woaring uniforms.  Some of
thesa peaple, Amnesty Intor-
natienal roports, have  odis-
rppeargd” after being detai-
ned. The gavernmont answers
that thin number inclodex
torroritts and peaplz in flights
and - that the yery making |
of the Amnesty tharEel hi= |
cﬂurﬂgas turr\dritm, L L] ir
this i partly 53, it 75 a poor
responee.  Mothing ‘may  be
harder than for o !nmlr prets
e dermocrobe gﬂ'l.rernm:nt
to contral troops fiphting &
dirty war. Mathlpg iz mare
HeCataary. :

w= The: Wastington Post.
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their goal of a Tamil homeland-
In June 1986, President Jaye-
wardene announccd NEW pPropo-
salsaimed at restoring communal
peace, and a new round of
negotiations between the Govern-
ment and the TULF, with the
assistance of the Government of
India, commenced soon after-
‘wards. By the end of the year,
the negotiations had rcached a
crucial stage with the Tamil
demand for the merger of the
Tamil majority areas of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces
‘bzing a principal obstacle to a
settlement.

The military conflict between
the Government and Tamil
militant separatists has steadily
spread and intensified since the
communal incidents of JTuly 1983,
despite efforts to reach a negotia-
ted settlement. There is substan-
tial, credible evidence that both
the Tamil militants and the

Government security forces have

been responsible for human rig-
hts abuses, including indiscrimi-
nate attacks on civilians. Basic
human rights are guaranteed to

Sri Lanka citizens by the Con-

stitution and affirmed by the
Government. Significant human
rights violations continued to be

reported during 1986. Critics cited

the Government’s failure to vig-
~orously prosecute those accused
of human rights abuses as a
major cause of continuing vio-
lations. The Government, in aff-
irming its support for consti-
tutional guarantees, has stated
that it has investigated alle-
gations of human rights viol-
ations = but the absence of
evidence has hindered its efforts
to prosecute those accused.

As in 1985, crities continued
to accuse Government security
forces and pelice of huaman
rights violations. The Govern-
ment did attempt to improve
training and discipline within
the reportedly expanding security
forces during the past year, but
its efforts have proved disappoin-
ting.  Overall, military personnel
- reportedly increased by 70 percent
from 1985 to 1986 and the num-
ber of part-time militiamen,

known as ““home guards,” repor-

10

continued 10

- tedly doubled. The increasingly

Sinhalese  composition of the
expanded = security forces and

police has probably contributed

to haman rights problems. The
enlisted ranks of armed services

~are now virtually 100 percent

Sinhalese. A considerable num-
ber of Tamils were once found
in the police, and as recently
as 1984 the senior police officer
was a Tamil. By 1985 no more
then 5 percent of police personnel
were Tamils and the police
Special Task Force (8TF), which
is charged with counter insurgency
operations, is now 100 percent
Sinhalese. The STF and the
home guards, in particular,
were both accused of attacks
on civilians during 1986, and
Goverament forces, for the first
time, resorted to aerial bombing
and strafing which resulted in
civilian casualties.

Tamil militants

attack both
civilian and military targets.
The militants bombed civilian
targets in the South and in
Colombo and killed Sinhalese
villagers in the North and East.
Several bombings in May and

In 1986,

June resulted in over 250 civilian

casualties. Tamil militant groups
fought among themselves several
times. In the Northern Province
where the Tamil militants have
largely taken over civil admini-
stration, a number of civilians
who refused to cooperate have
been kidnapped and killed.

During 1986 some traditional
rights remained restricted as a
result of laws enacted earlier
to deal with the continuing

insurgency. The Prevention of

Terrorism (Act), and the regu-

‘lations under the state of emer-

gency give the security forces
broad powers to arrest and detain.
The courts tried and convicted
hundreds of detainees held under
the PTA and emergency regu-
lat(lions in 1986; two were acqui-

RESPECT FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS =
Sectmn 1 — Respecr for Integrity

of the Person, Including

freedom from:

-militant bombings.

(a) Political Killing

The number of deaths from
politically motivated violence
arising from the ethnic insur-
gency rose still higher in 1986.
According to the Government,
over 2,000 people were killed;
of this total, over 200 were
members of the security forces,
about 1,000 were alleged members
of the Tamil militant groups
and 700 were noncombatants
killed by the militants. Of the
700 civilian deaths, 170 were
Tamils, 190 were Sinhalese, and
40 were Muslims; over 300 were
unidentified. The Government
has acknowledged its difficulties
in  collecting information in
disputed areas due to breakdown
of civil administration. One
neangovernment source estimated
the death toll for 1986 to be
nearly 2,700.. Most of the deaths
occurred in the North and East,

the scene of the clashes in 1986

between Government forces and
Tamil militants. Civilians wers

also killed in Colombo and

other areas in the South as a
result of a series.

Government and militant forces

both  appeared responsible for
significant numbers of noncom-
batant deaths. Government secu-
rity forces opened fire in civili-
an arcas following hit-and-run
insurgent attacks or land-mine
explosions and launched ajr
strikes or mortar shellings in
densely populated arcas, parti-

cularly in the Jaffna Peninsula.

Tamil insurgents bombed and
mined transportation facilities
and. public buildings, attacked

Sinhalese villagers living in areas
~ considered by

separatists .as
constituting part of the Tamil
homeland, and executed suspected

Government informants otf sym-

pathizers.

Among the most s‘ignificant
alleged incident in 1986 involving
the seeutity forces were the

following: on January 25 in the
northern Kilinochchi District,
following a series of clashes
‘between soldiers: and insurgents,
an enlisted man reportedly went
berserk and kilied 10 Tamil
civilians at the train station.

of Tamil



Aecerdiog fu doulher, nonpgovero-
mmential, wersicn of be incident,
the truwin’ siiiion © killizas  wers
the work of asmoup of b soldiers,
not of w deranpged  individaal
The Goverponeuwi  respomds=d hy
fennslerming dhe acuy.ad enlisel
a1 Calombe aml Leepinge
birn wnuer ubservglion. On Leb-
runsy 18 al Labusila in easlern
ori Lumke, 1he  Guvernment
reportad that Q18 gecurity forues
killed 40 Tamil.  Tosurigendts.
Odber reports ol Abe dncident
dllered Chat che swvpriny Torcas
shaot ax many ax 105 local
farmers aml burmssd the remains,

Tww separile Covermment in-
guiries jntu the Luvgeels ineidanl
l.-l'.!-I:I.I.-|.1II.|'!.‘-II| ihistl o the'  securily
Corees hid  pal exceaded i
."|.||I._|!|-.:-|_|I_'.-. i Foma HE, miliiﬁ.r'_l,-
pecsimmel fn o2 arpall asland o
ithe Jafina Peoinsala  were ghnt
at cand retaencd Cirsgo 300 Tawnd]
Cizhcemea o the Albdsitnty aaeye
reporied kitled dinthe ernss firo.

THier reporis allego 1l the
rocurity farees debiberaraly kgl lad
the  Cighervmen: O Claly 19,
galdicrs inoa willape sowuth ol
Trincomalls  killed 37 peaple
whom: the Govemment jdentifcd
85 ferrori-=kas Chher rapmdls of
tlis  dncident alleg:  thal. (be
pocof iy Porces aholTamil relugees
near ihe site ol an cacler lEnd-
i Blast owhich killed  more
than two dnzgen o saldiors. - OIn
Septembar 05, a2 car o Bowh o in
Batticaloa “exploded, swoanding
serreral Cpedicomen.  According
Toa GFovera mont pross Atatcmant,
12 pooplc near the' blase worc
killed in the crass Fire botwodn
police and the milicants, oponed
firg on nearby civilians.

A omew Laclic of the secariiy
Porees am VHE6 wis Ahe use of
At Momee o licks :_1_|._r:|:i|_'|_~.1. 1L
gents o hgarily populated arcas.
Yoame remirls ::H-:gi: ihal o many
ag ) Tamil civiling- may havs
bean Eilled as a pesgld of  thoas
attazks 1 the Ficst hal o of ths
vaar. Taaul mibiiants and Grovveri-
ment scourity Morces aometings
cEChdngad  marrar e in popa-
Tated areas; resultieg i 2ivilinn
fasgalijcs.

Ay io previoes years, o h"
fer dostaneey jo which iovesii”
prlicns reweled that e secnrily
Forwes ' awizd Cimpropeily, e
Govverpment maintaigsd that 1t
was upablo 1o nivain adeguiile
cwidicaes L prosacine Gencsals
I, e Choverpment dealc wilk
mistelidvior mlminisieatively, A
cirey  Whish  many  obsedvers
shigve - dbdes bl o il
wronsilizer- - The - Lowernmeand
bas sanl Thai thers wers Fad
fewer repinids ol moabehavior By
the secweny Tardes o 9. A0k
dingly,  wlcrcas 200 ncarhees
af . fhe  sceority  Forses  weoc
~discharged with denoesa™ om
Ry a4 weere sromilacks dis-
chargarl 4o 1963 po  members
el the adcirily Torces were i
cliarged: fur maskbehavior 1o 198G
aid e couits rmartial were helds

Tiamil militants conlioued theic
praclice ol Giackiog  frovery-
menl seedrily o forces and: public
infrusliruelure such s rudl lines,
mleciric gridy, s bridiess © The
mifilants alse mounied o cum-
paign ol hombs apd o lugd-mine
atlazks om civrlian 1argels o the
Qinhiglesc oty Seoh. In-
eliuded i this campaign, which
poaked in May and June, wis
ths May 3 plaptiog ol an s
ploapaz an an Al Laoky 'IFisier,
esuiimg i the ek of C§7
pocpde mehiding A momber of
forcign tonraas a May T hom-
hing of  ihe Centeat Telegeaph
Offies in o Colombeo o wlich 12
pecples were killed: a - hombing
o cMay 30 et 8 Calomba bot-
tling plant whichk Eilied: 11, -and
bombings ‘on 2 largz  pabliz
buees on Juuz 23 which Eilled
22 people, In Deceinber e
bombs believsd ‘o Rave bBeen
planfet by 'Tumil militanis were
dizeowvmed al a Colombe power
stalian Beline I||.F:-3.' connfel r,x_]_'lfud B,

The ansunpzals also atlasked
Sdihalese [arms anl villppes in
an cilar] Lo alvave resilent: from
wlat the joscizenls coasider to
be #reditinnal, Tawml cireay, Al
nio:stoall af thess o atliachs oo
curred  in the - visinity of o lrio-
comulec on tle sast enaslt,  an
wrew of celative otlinie Tedero-
poasity. O Maw L, and agiin
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Ckilling leasl

e Way A8, Tanpil wacrrillas
slfuek the saliage ol MMorcwcwa,
Eilling 17 Sibbalese  eialians:

Tnzurments slao lownched w string
nf sttucks on Sinkulese +ilLiges
rcar - Trincainales. Ifay 2325
killige ™ &t lepst 32 Binhiflese
airtiligns. © As mamy o a1
Sinhalese o civilinm: mly bDave
ooy B led in similer wtiasilos.

Ancthet: Tamél militial prie-
tice in 1986, coniinuesd - lTem
provionys weuss, wus the  exesi-
vioh an lums posts of suspected
informers. - There werc o e:ti-
mated B0 [ =Lampepaat THlings’
durpmg - V9RG. Poihips the most
prodimsnt of the 1a|..p paaT wica
tims in 198G wras the 'C'."J-\..Glj"
respeciad Tafwa o leader of the
A1 Lankan ewral,  scl lwelp de-
vefupment: arganization. Sarva-
dhiryi-— hymecl a  Tamil = who
vers killed B “Tamel milicanta
in Jullaa on ﬂEiJLn:n-.E‘:-c_r .

Inuren=in=ly 1o 19346, tha vari-
ous  Tumil milivann geoips Fows
eht with each  ulhar as thoy
sirupeied o comteal nvce paris
af the Morlh ansd - East.  Thiz
internecine warfare peaked  ia
May,  when  memberss ol ame
eroup, the Lileration  Fieses of
Tumil Eelam - (LFTED O Rilled
13170 members  of o2 rival
Erampe-the Tamil  holam Kibc-
tution Orzampeadion [TELOY i
Fallme, lme Jecember the ETTE
aleied camps nof the Eelam
:I’Ell]_'_lll.'\. Revolatianary  Libera-
1iom ],l‘-:'l:u-_ {EPRLE]), teportedly
3 - EPRLE
:r-_wml"l:*.rs.

(b EXimappearisce

Amosy T loleroational (AL
puiblizhed special  Tepiml o
Geplember - wn  DMwippeiranes

in o Sric-Lunbka.  Blosl ol the
27T dishppsurance caded ciled
in the report dide from 1REI-1945,
and’ invelve perions who owere
living g ke Morth and Xerh
Centtal parl ol 510 Laaka when
they diseppearal.  Thers were
meTe Feperts of  alisappiarance
i 1508, |'||'i_:rn_r|1':'|'_-.' 1 1k
Tastern ['rovince,
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INTERVIEW

Effects of ethnic conflict

M. Bam (Hlndu)

Mr. RBanpie e Mel i the Domgesy  ponlinpopely  sdreifg  Piaoene
Mipicter Sri Eaprka ar hodd s wace !.':lr.l'nr..-:l.a-.lp;ﬁ'r:ne. S P f'.:'?'.'-", Fea  hat
hefd - rhie port ana - ieiarined wn nchive pro e G paiionsl ol Iefer-
Aatlonsl  faring -— fucheding  the auoial seeetings of  Hhe Wardd Henk
adct i Aareriarional Monetury Fund and ald-givieg circles, A formuer
eltt servand wha retloned from Bz profecdonal coreer guite eorly oad
Jemped infa palitics — fie was | Jirs With the SLEP oaid - then wures
aver o e OTNP pell before 3 oopranbds pmver — Mo ode Al
consldered - a thoronsh . professiond ond, da imtellpched teems; oo 8F
the mow rapslbie pelificfans i N Eawke,

D pelidics, e can be desoribed ar o socigl demacret Wikt e
prefermpee fie pofliticel ploralianl ard folebance R g poveenment widel
Qs prpch wedebal flsws af  dembcracy. . WO respeet e roal and
cepiarnie Poeliches, e fhe gettiin of walch ' e has @ migeffeasd Foils,
Iie prr he descrtbed perbnps ary p Jiberal capirglisd whe' belfdves fn oo
Ealaroe Baiwegen gn VMopen eonmny’ et pabliaorogacial pegutaiion,
With retpect &3 demmacraiic aend civil riphte che iy rowe e anaking
g enliskisned stand — a8 n cdissonter withia the furly aed sides T977
withiy plee Cahiner. Or the Tomid guestion aed — g malter which s
closely -oprteciad — relatisns awith dodic, Mro de Mel fior guite consis-
fenriy . advocaied @ opon-kawlish, negorizied political settlennenr vk
Fanokr For both Slded'™ and miciaz conpsivieag wre mf Indin's good offres.

It ir an-opea gecret i Colonder et fay g berad onalvst - pats
b em orbcte, Y Rapkle mnd Lol A stwdy fe Contreets™ ] Shetueen
Me. Boanic de Mol the Minivter of Fnaded, sed Mre Lalith Athwlatk-
pgalf,  the Wininer of Nogtdmal Secwelly, mal & prost dend o oof love
if dmep Bach kagonsburdined Rioavell oldud che apher e omeny persong
TFeavimg little doubi obowt rlieir motuelll sdvers opinione.”  The pro.
greseime eond [iberal areessmennt ie Se - Lanka frofhor Me dsfaddtfe
mindialt, twhi e been fr the farefrent of guifaritarian seeeipdafion”
and o e echale conTiet, nr speacheaded the parndt of the “military
optisn,'” mel Ve Rourie oe Mol offer o sbndy D polifoad and personal
e,

The ipdicadany, ineloding medie repargs, weee thot ar e Cakined
mreering of Fehraary 11 which considerced the pmogch fndign messugs o
Colombe,  Mr. - dvhaladonndal geed Aeo Soeeis de Mol found themeles
gf . appeste . sides - the Fapmer reporiediy advacaling the positien g
&rl Lemia mosl refuge 70 M the econmmic smbarge on the Fuifeg
praieidy - sugpend thi mititery operatlons ander the presert clrcim-
sramees, the Tddter arpuics ahar there mus he o “poritiee™  regponse
Wit & wpert e commibnent - Te @i ohe Klepr neveftzry to ped Thdia'y
g.rml!rf affices and medintary role. relatfoled add palitieal tofics fo. atarg
ardy.

r Ronnoie e el Bagan  the
Mint:rﬁ:w with - a trimate to
Wee I W Dixil, whoch bz vednted
g0 - be puf en the vecard: =T -zm
thanictol that [#dia had = Hiok
Commizsivoer fike Mo Trixit at
this flme. & man gineerely dedi-
cated to the wodsgoof a peseefel
sertlement ol ar cthiie  pro-
blzim,™

M. Ram M1 Finanee Minisiay,
if Lmay ask ¥ou cims quesiions
ahupt the relatiimship botessn
eroatnie problems and praspes |y
and (ke ethnic caonlivl, . 1 lelis
eve Ahere i8an aszevament thit
wnemplarmant, iadiation wnd the
deht - servics ration do conztiiuges
werrying points o the econnmy
[they doin maoy of eur e
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cricd¥-aivd this is o dvectiy relited
Lo The fntcmaificatiom nr comlinu-
ance of what is kniown hers s
the “cthinio conflict's Cnald vou
SIVE A unasscssipenl ol Hhos
celatinnship? e cdot 1thew - in-
Lerapi®

Roaple de 3el:  These O Jimgs
cortdiely inleracty  The etk
cinflict has rncreaacd ear defence
hadect  alimast  teentylald an
aarinal eerins, fromo (& Lankand
Re 300 meidlions in 1977 1o Ha.
LA0D - ralliens  thas year.. Ten
thevsand gnilbion rupeés wepre:
achts alwmzl 25 per coent 0l nr
citire  dormestis - Bodacl — withes
out  taking Toraogo  aind o it
account. CAand, Az voua kiok,
wi don’t gpor oany Tordige aid
for defence in Sric Tankal

Ecopomy hit

Then, thiv #ihnic conlier by
Fad | werw serious conseuences
an anr fourizt Cimlusies which
haz-deciine] by bl 50 per cent.
Tt has alao slowesd down Toreign
Hirvsstmenl.  Rice ]_:|;|'|,||:| welion Rirs
declined by gkl 3 pac cend
becanse some ol the very produc-
iee rice areas are dn Ths R
e apd o Toistern - Provcigoas,
Fislv  procdngliom has dechipod
W about W0 per cenl hecawso a
gand proportinm ol e fishing
arowinds ave o the Naortheen
and Eazstern cpast. 5o oall this
kaz had a tremendouns effeet on
U conhainy.

Bat atill we hawe managed
fuirly satisfactorily dedpice thess
problems. 1o fucel the  whols
world is amupzed that our ecomamy
has still bren able to wepihser
ihese shocks  up to w o pediai,
Thiw ig enticsly dus to the very
prudent. etonormic dnd HEnuneinl
pulivize, wnd-the wsory poudend
socnomizs and Hnancial meandmes-
ment whish wc have lind  sines
LYTT,

Low Tmfatinn

Drespite 21t these difonltiss,
wi il have dinflution in sinzle
digite —= round  abdut 7 per cenl
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today. It came down to zero
in 1985, but has gone up. Produc-

tion outside the North and East

is still fairly good. Tea, rubber
and coconut production has incre-
ased slightly last wyear. Rice
production cutside the North and
the East has increased tremen-
dously as a result of the large
irrigation  and  multi-purpose
river valley schemes which we
undertock. Industrial produe-
tion, particularly inthe private
sector, has shown remarkable
growth, in fact, the highest growth
in private scctor industrial pro-
duction since independence in
1947 was recorded in the two
difficult years, 1984 and 1985 —
despite these troubles! In 1984,
we had a 25 per cent - increase
in industrial produclion in the
private sector (not in the public
sector). In 1985, we had a fur-
ther 20 per cent increase and in
1986, we have had a 10 per cent
incrcase.  All this is, of course,
shall we = say, effects of the

sound work we did between

1977 and 1982.

We are still reaping the benefits
of that period, you know. But
the ethnic conflict is now begin-

ning to bite shall we say. And

we would certainfy face higher
unemploynient and higher infla-
tion if this conflict were to
continue like this. We brought
down unemployment from 26
per cent of the workforce in
1977, when we came to power,
to 12 per cent of the workforce

in 1983 — a very big decline,

more than half. But it has now

gone up to 14 per cent again

and, if violence continues and
investment decl:nes it may go
up hlgher ' ;

So, from the economic stand-
peoint, a speedy political solution
to our problems is vitally neces-
sary. And 1 have always, con-
sistently, against all opposition,
over the last several years advo-
cated this peaceful political solu-
tlon

1 also consider that - India’s

good offices will be extremely
useful to arrive at a peaceful
- political solution. Even in the

14

most difficult days, I have never
questioned the sincerity of the
Indian Government or Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. I have
been the one person who has
never, never guestioned the sin-
cerity or the motives of the
Indian Government and Prime

~ Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

I know that the foreign policy
of any country is dictated by
the enlightened self-interest of
that country. But I think, very
logically and rationally speaking,
the interests of India and the

- interests of Sri Lanka converge

on several matters. 1f you want
to know that... for example,
it is in the interest of India
to preserve the independence,
unity and integrity of Sri Lanka.
It is not in the interest of
India to have an eccopomically
and politically non-viable Eelam
in the North and East of Sri
Lanka. Tf such an Eelam is
created, it will be like a dagger
pomted at the heart of India —
in two ways. One, it will become
the happy huntmg ground of
various superpowers and surro-
gates of superpowers.  Two, it
will lead to similar separatist
demands in India itself. 1If a
Marxist type of state jis created
in the MNorth and the East, it
may even lead to Marxist expan-
sion in India itself.

Converging Interests

So. from .all these points of
view, I have always felt that

_the interests of India and Sri

Lanka converge to a great extent
on fthis problem. And we in Sri

Lanka should not consider India
as having some type of secret,

underhand motives in this matter.

- But we should consider India

as our friendly neighbour who
hasanequal interest in a peacsful
solation to this problem —almost
as much as we in Sri Lanka.
I have approached this in a
very logical and rational manner
not in an emotmna] nanney at
all.

Of course, I kﬁéw' that there
is fellow feeling between the
Tamils in- Tamil Nadu and the
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Tamils here; a lot of sympathy.
That is natural. Sometimes this
sympathy has exceeded the
bounds of reason and moderation
but I wunderstand the politics
of Tamil Nadu also.
stand the pressures that Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi has, because there is an

interaction of all the internal

problems of India — in various
diverse ways — with the problem
in Sri Lanka. But I think with
goodwill, sympathy and under-
standing — which is not lacking
in both counirjes — reasonable
men can get togsther to bring

about a peaceful political solu-

tion.

People desire peace

I would also say that more

than 95 per cent of the people
of Sri Lanka, be they Sinhalese,
Tamils or Muslims, ferventiy
desire peace. "They are tired of
this civil war and violence. They
want to go back to their homes,
caltivate their fields and carry

on with their trade or usual

occupations without this fighting.
Only a few warmongers: and
chauvinists, probably the arms
dealers and others -— only a few
elements like that — want this
war to continue.
we should capitalise on this
fervent desire for peace and take

- a more decisive role 111 bringing
about peace.

Just gnevances

I have also felt that prob*tbiy
the Tamils have certain just
grievances. They may probably
feel that in the last 20 years
they have been discriminated

against —for example in employ- -

ment. I think it is the duty of
the majority community to
always secarch their hearts and
try to redress the grievances of
the minority communities. There
is no other way. There is no

point in harking back to his-

torical wrongs, shall we say,
which have certainly taken place
in co]onia'l timcs and 50 O,

“And 1 also bcllcve that any
hstlng peace must be peace with

(Cantmued on page 20)

1 under-

WOl e A s i ks

So I think
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ARMS SCANDAL AND

REAGAN’S SECRET “PROJECT”

Joet Brinkley

Mew York Tiries Servic=

WASHIWGTOMN

be Heagan admomistealionts

chandestine dealiogs Wik Tan
amel ke Wicwesgaan rehels geew
1 !_1|'.ﬁ.‘.i'|."i| cincealed LR T A
gspahlizhed inothe Wiite THuosc
sl el Todr YOArs @90 T Cors
et Aoy nl eevert Tniign
policy imiliadves, aceording to
many present ad Tormer govarme
ment nlflicials.

The program, oalled Project
Tromoeracy, bepancas ths sccret
side of un otherwine opon, well-
pubslicized © Initigtive that  oas
Tannched  wndcr the mamc name.
Project Dhemocracy’s covert side
wias deeipned to carry ovr foreipn
palivy tasks thot other pgovern-
meal ppsncis owere unuble or
'unlx'-ii]iing b pursus, the otbcivls
sanil,

Altheagh the public arm ol
Project Ticinceraey, s Lo
g5 the Marcoeal Endowinent Far
Themecraay, apanly aave fodzral
money o dergocratic institariana
vhrowd wnd reecived wide, Bipar-
tisan suppott. ofbcials -said the
project™ secret  arm tock an
suticely different dircction afier
Lisutenunt Colonesl ~LHiver L.
Sorto, then o Muarional - Secarity
Cuonneil epide, wys appaointed to
heast 30 ubodl flfee yeurs wmos

By - 1H86, Project Demcirucy
Ll bzoonis what Ollis Ceferred
fip: s b gmbrella  projzct For
supperlior  thioes,™ a0 well-
plaves White House official suid.

Ar oworesuli, ot onaw o appheins
thut it . was Peesidznt Ranzlid
Beipan's wirean of Senltivating”
the “irapile flower ofdemociacy,”
i he feat doserith=d Progzel Thee
mogrkey an & 1952 apecel, tha

pullzd the  Motional - Ssoriiy
Council inco o ths busipzes . of
INnEing decrst cgeEralino: oo
the White Howss, o (L sulminaiezd
in the presend .candal veer The
sale of arms b lrag dod  he
diverzion of prolils o the M-
auen rebalss kowwn ws conlois,

Crver the last Dearyeas Prao-
jeet Thomocracy  @row oo a
puraliel fartipn policy  appad
Tatis — complcts with  its o9
garimdnications  svaicm, - sconol
envovd, lewsad Cehiips wied e
plimes, offshore hank  acsaimiis
aad corporutions.

N wperiaisd  oulside Hie aotnlb-
Lisheal povernnient dbicision—mak-
i1|$: FREE sl ||;.'_-,':l1'.-.'. Lhe par:
Fiow ol - Corgeess,  nlfeials wid:
Thoy added that a1 was an expres-
sing ol othe Beagan ailminisivi-
Tioi®s decp  Trostealica That i
el ston pash the Civeipn: podicy
burceawerzey  or {:-ﬂng:ri::_is. 1 srm-
Brace what ademinisiradion  all-
cigls dosefibad 3. The Regpran
dactrine’  of  sSippaliog (doli-
LOMIMEAIET ipsulEenties  arasaml
the wrorld

Congressional inyvestipators stu-
dyimg the lrap—cunics afai say
they are Amcbing refersposas to Pro.
Joet Themerady sealiered throughs
ot the Watinmal Security Coun-
cil dogaiicnts they bavs gequi-
red. The spagial  White  Houge
panel inveatigating ihe coungil
Bus heon gucatinniong wilnssysy
dbouts Prajoer Tacrnsracy oo
ding toaoarecs Fariihiar with the
eommiasion’™s wark, gmpd hus
found thar ic egrricd onl s owide
RETiy of seoret acrizinigs nol ye
koown e the pablic

Suill, imwespigatars say thew do
nat bwow the Pl ‘scope of the
dedrvilias hal dwore  undestuken
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wailer the namc o Projecl De-
TLHTICY.

Altbough the  propei’s  opsa
amd © secret pactsoscs finked ut
Their creution wn 1952 fhe Two
devsloped  on o sweh divergent
iracks: that wsow gueny officials
do net remcmber Lkat they weic
avesr rolated.

Whils the  Basional  Fmedowe-
ment - for lemerTiey was openly
pranting Toderal moncy e for-
zign book  cpublishers,  labor
upions:  and  other insiitaLicns
Lase year, under Colonel Moilh
the -soorot  siile  was  sonidiog
privately raisel coverrard o 1he
chntras wid cacrving out a wide
vanywe of athel activitizs, inclads
g by wrims sales to Tran.
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The Strange' Effects of White House Life

John S. D, Eisenhower
WESTCHESTER, Pennsylvania

t is mext to impossible, given
what we know, to conjecture

‘intelligently whether or not Presi-

dent Reagan could have remai-
ned ignorant while White House
staff members took liberties
regarding arms to Iran and
siphoning the proceeds to the
contras. But it seems fo me
that the presideat could very

well  have been kept in the

dark by staff members who
believed they were doing the
right thing. For we should not
overlook the wunpleasant fact
that the White House does
strange things to people.

My own observations as a

junior member of the White

House staff inm the administra-
tions of my father, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, may well be out
of date. The atmosphere has
changed a great deal. But the
conditions are stil there: a busy
president who cannot keep track
of every detail. The diffcrence
between then and now, of course,
“lies in the @ definition of the
of the word “detail.”’

--But how could people —if
they did — so exceed their auth-
ority? The answer, is an exces-
sive feeling of security on the
part of both the president and
his staff — something the White
House . and the governmental
structure provide. .

Americans have built their
president into a sort of demigod.

In drawing up the constitution,

the Founding Fathers gave exe-
 cutive power to the president
but, by the separation of powers,
insulated him from the rough

 The writer is completing a book

on the Mexican-American War |

of 184610 1848. He contributed
this comment to The New
Times. : il
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and tumble of legislative poli-
tics. Take the diffesrence between
the British and American views
of their cheif exscutives. When
Churchill, during World War

11, dreaded facing Parliament,

he knew what he was in for:
irate MPs shouting at him from
all directions. President Roose-
velt, by contrast, could report
to the people by radio from
the comfort of the White House.
Thus, a president today can
communicate with the public
at his own convenience, under
circumstances of his own choo-
sing. ; i

That in itself would be enough
to create an exaggerated  sence
of security in a president so
inclined. But that circumstance
is multiplied by the physical

~bursts out. with  the

‘atmosphere in which he and

his staff operate.

- The president lives and breat-
thes behind great white, columns,
guarded by ‘hordes of Secret
Servicemen and police officers.
When he attends official func-
tions, he pauses grandly at the
entrancs, as the Marine Band
pompous
<*Hail to the Chief.”” Lifelong
friends no longer call him by

his name: It 1s always “Mr.

President.”

My father had been familiar
with presidents long before he

entered the White House. He
literally had walked with kings

as supreme commander both in
World War IT and in the for-
mative yzars of the North At~

“ﬁa-e’sawdm!-_mn

]ustadwmnywhonm

kniows what's going on or what you 're tolling about.’
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The Ugly Side of Third
World Tourlsm '

Wayne Ellwood

Two decades ago international tourism seemed
an easy route to development for many Third World

countries.

But times have changed. Critics now

charge that pouring resources into a tourist industry
may actually do. more harm than good in the !ong

run.

PENANG, Malaysia’

=his once famous resort island
on the west coast of Malaysia
is feeling the pinch of recession.

Postcard perfect Batu Ferringhi

~beach is choked with new luxury
hotels, but the tourists they were
built to accommodate are thin
on the ground. Many hotels are
half empty and the biggest of
the luxury giants have been
forced to slash prices to attract
local customers as foreigners
stay at home.

Malaysia’s government-runTou-
rist Development Corporation
(TDC) moansthat occupancy rates
may  plunge to 29 per cent by
1986 when 20 new hotels are
scheduled to open.

The tourist indusiry’s influence
on the island is evident as you
~ drive along the winding coastal
road. - Lorries filled with rock
and dirt from the new hotel
excavation sites carcen crazily
around hair-pin curves. Huge
tourist complexes are being carved
from jungleclad hillsides. Pro-
minent is the ‘Pantai Miami’
(Miami Beach), a vast hotel-con-
dominium development fronting
a narrow stretch of 1cfuse—strc.wn
beach.

Meanwhile, the island’s biggcst
urban centre, Georgetown, is
beginning to look a bit frayed
at the edges. Sidewalk paving

Wayne Ellwood is co-editor af

the New Internationalist @ Brifish -

-based magazine focussing on
global development issues.

- A recent CAP report,

- electricity,

stones are broken and frequently
missing, making a walk around
the city core an c¢xercise in terror.,
The public transport system is
totally inadequate. And sewage
treatment is basic — most of it
flows directly into the sea.

This skewed allocation of res-
ources has not gone unnoticed.
In Malaysia, Asia’s largest con-
sumer organization, the Consu-
mers’ Asscciation of Penang
(CAP), has criticized the tourist
industry as a sponge soaking
up scarce investment dollars which
could be better used elsewhere.
See the
Third World While It Lasts, inves-
tigates the social and environ-
mental impact of tourism in
Malaysia. The study blasts multi-
million dollar tourist projects
as a ‘wasteful use of local
resources.’

‘Because tourists can afford to.

pay more,” the rteport notes,

~‘they get better public utilities,
transport, shelter and recreational

facilities than the majorlty of
the local population.’

Governments also compound
the problem by courting private
investors with a tempting array
of incentives —tax holidays, bon-
uses and joint ventures. It is
common in many developing
countries to see plush gilt and
matble hotels cheek-by-jowl with
clapboard shanty towns lacking
clean water and basic
sanitation.

The stark contrast is causing
CAP and others to re-evaluate
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appeal.

the economic promises of tou-
rism. A few decades ago the
recipe seemed simple. Take a
few miles of glistening white
beach (preferably lined with sway-
ing palms), add a healthy meas-
ure of sun and heat, a sprinkling
of exotic local natives and there
you have it. The begmn]ng of
a  tourist mdustry

In the early 19705 many Thlrd
World nations were attracted by
this vision of wealth — here was
a development strategy that seemed
to combine minimum investment
with maximum benefit. The Baha-
mas, Jamaica, the Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia,
Kenya, Morocco: one by one
they threw in' their lot with the
tourist industry. Partly it was
an attempt to escape the depend-
ency on primary resources which
had been built up during the
colonial peried. But mostly it
was scen as a quick boost
for modern development.

At first it seemed to work.
Thousands of pink-fleshed, win-
ter—weary Westerners ﬂocked to
the Third World to frelic in
warm southern seas and brown
their bodies in the tropical sun.
What could be easier — or more
profitable? -

Now, _nearly two decades later
the dream has lost much of its
Not that the tourists
have packed up their Nikons
and bikinis and headed for home.
Far from it.  In fact the number
of international travellers con-
tinues to grow yearly. The most
recent data from the World Tou-
rist Organization (WTO) shows
nearly 286 million tourist arrivals
in 1983 alone. Nearly 17 per
cent of all international tourists

made their way to the Third.

World, a proportion which has
doubled over the last decade,
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economic dependency - on - the
tourist dollar increases the com-
munity begins to lose its sense
of identity and the slow process
of cultural disintegration begins.

But tourism ism’t really fair
to the tourist either. The poor
in developing counfries get a
one-dimensional view of Western
culture, For two or three weeks
a year tourists leave their real
lives behind and cut themselves
adrift to enter a free-floating
fantasy devoid of normal daily
responsibilities. ;

Both sides end up with a
completely distorted view of the
other. So that rather than in-
creasing understanding between
different people, international
tourism often widens the gap.

In the 1980s, tourism has also
come under fire for selling sex.
In Asian countries like Thailand
and the Philippines, cheap, fast
sex has become a magnet for
Asian, Arab and European men.

The UN says there are nearly

500,000 prostitutes in Thailand.

Sex shows and Thai ‘body mas
sages’ are now as common as
a visit to the Emerald Buddha
or the Royal Palace in Bangkok.
Some European -tour  dealers
offer guaranteed sex along with
the price of the ticket.

Most. of the prostitutes, in-
cluding young boys and gitls,
are drawn to the trade by po-
verty. In Thailand they travel
-to Bangkok, Haadyai and Pat-
tava from the poverty-striken
northeast to sell their bodies
to Malaysian,
German men.

Women’s groups all over Asia
have denounced sex tourism as
the ultimate exploitation of
women, furning scxual favours
of Asian women
consumer item on the tourjst
shopping list. Meanwhile, pros-
titution has become such big
business on many Asian tourist
routes that governments simply
turn a blind eye teo the growing
chorus of opposition.
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Japanese and

into another

Perhaps more distréssing for
countrics that pin their hopes
on the tourist trade 1is that
tourists ‘are a fickle bunch.
They tend to travel widely and
spend most freely when the
global economy is booming —-
which seems to be happening
with decreasing frequency. Not
very secure ground on which
to base cconomic growth.

The other annoving problem
is - that holiday spots go in
and out of fashion. 8o
just when you've invested mil-
lions in a posh, seaside resort
and all the ‘infrastructure’ that
goes with it (electricity, roads,
water, airport and port facilities)
packaged sun’n surf holidays
are no longer in vogue.

In fact one of these shifts is
taking place right now. Accor-
ding to UNESCO researcher Tony
Ascher ‘going native’ is the new
fashion with holidays in Indian
reservations and isolated tribal
villages all the rage. Tourists
are also beginning to focus on
specific activities with special
holidays organized for theatre
lovers, opera fans, tennis buffs
or wine drinkers. All in all,
not good news for those deve-
loping nations trying to market
their pristine beaches and limpid
Azure seas.

But does that mean Third
World countries should give up
on tourism altogether 7 Not very
likely — not given the amount
they’'ve already sunk into the
industry. However, developing
countries would be wise not to
put all their eggs in one bas-
ket. Tourism is obviously no
short cut to development.

-Says researcher Evelyne Hong
of the Consumers’® Association

of Penang, ‘Tourism doesn’t have

to be a disaster for the deve-
loping world.  But the kind of
tourism we choose to develop
has a major impact on
own quality of life. It has fo
be planned carefully and
benefits shared equally.’

— Third World Network Fearm;es
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_{Cahtl_nued from page H):._'_

honour for both sides. One dan-
not have any lasting peace with
honour only for one side.

N. Ram: Mr. Finance Minister,
if things po well in the coming
period. . . you know that there
has been a deterioration in the
overall situation and many of
us were worried it would lead
to, shall I say, unnecessary things.
But if things go right and subs-
tantive talks are resumed within
a very reasonable or rational.
framework, involving the main
players on both sides or all sides,
there is one thing that is mnot
normally talked about I don’t
mean to ask you at this time
for the details, but could you
indicate breadly what could lie
ahead by way of financing arrange-
ments and economic develop-
ment for the people of the
afflicted areas, the North and
the FEast, on - the basis of a
political solution?

Reconstruction effort

Mr. Ronnie de Mel: I am glad
to inform you that T have already
made arrangements with the coun-
tries that normally give develop-
ment assistance to Sri Lanka to
have a Special Aid Group meeting
under the auspices of the World
Bank to evolve a special pro-
gramme for the rehabilitation
and reconstruction of all the
areas affected by this ethnic viol-
ence. In fact, I 'made these
arrangements more than one year:
ago when there was a prospect
of peace. 1 am confident that
several countries will come for~
watd to give immediate assistance
to Sri Lanka for the rehabili-
tation and reconstruction of the
affected arcas as scon as peace
returns. . In fact, as soon as we
have peace, T will summon a
Special Aid Group meeting for
this  purpose. Because [  also
believe that the causes of ethnic
violence dre not only ‘racjal’
or political, but very often much
more deep-sedted — socio—econo-
mic grievances which have to
be redressed.

 (Courtesy : HINDU)
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Instead what is required is to ;
establish that historically-deri-

ved conditions which = impel
proletarianization have existed

from which it follows that pro-

letarianization coitld have occur-
red. This conclusion must then
be validated with empirical date

which show that class differenti-

ation has taken place.

(b) Proletarianization and the
development of capitalism

The capitalist mode of produ-
ction (CMP) was described as
‘the appropriation by individuals
of the product of social labour
organised by commniodity econo-
my’.% The CMP begins to unfold
with the coming into being of a
commodity economy and, under
conditions of generalised com-
modity production, the develop-
ment of capitalist production in

agriculture proceeds through pro-

letarianization-

Capitalism could develop when,
for example money rent replaces
rent in kind which indicates that
bourgeois methods of exploitation
are replacing feudal methods.
The existence of money rent
permits the transformation of
bourgeois landlords into capita-
list- farmers as momney rent is
progressively replaced by wages,
which process also converts ten-
ants into a class of wage labou-
rers. Lenin named this process
as the ‘Prussian path’® of de-
velopment of capitalism. Al-
ternatively, capitalism could de-
velop along the ‘American path’®
when simple commodity produ-
cers undergo class differentiation,
which is characterised by the
dispossession of many direct

producers of their means of pro-

duction whilst a minority of
more successful producers accu-

mulate means of production.

The end product of this dialect-
ical process is the emergence of
two distinct classes of capitalist
farmers and agricultaral work-
ers.

These two paths of develop-
ment of capitalism are, of course,
not the only models. For ex-
ample, the landlord-capitalist
tenant-wage labourer mode which
Marx observed in England is

22

a variation which includes attri-
butes of both <Prussian’ and
<American’ paths. Moreover in
his *Agrarian Question’”, Kau-
tsky showed that the development
of capitalism in agriculture could
take complex, contradictory and
disguised paths. In particular,
proletarianization in agriculture
is not necessarily associated,
directly and visibly, with a con-
centration of ownership of land
and a physical separation of
direct producers from means of
production. Instead, proletarian-
ization is characterised more by
a change of contrel over means
of preduction :

In addition, the State may
intervene to modify the develop-
ment of capitalism by, for ex-

~ample, shifting the economy from

the slower ‘Prussian path’ to the
quicker ‘American path’ through
land reforms: the prohibition of
absentee landlordism in Denmark
is a case in point.

Moreover, in neo—colonies, un-
derdevelopment of capitalism Is
evident in a distortion of class
differentiation which gave rise
to capitalist relations of produ-
ction often cloaked in pre-
capitalist forms. -

It is not the intention here
to discuss the various paths of
development/underdevelopment of
capitalism in agriculture.® Never-
theless, it is argued here that
proletarianization has litttle to
do with a mere mechanical loss
of control over the means of
production by direct producers.
On the contrary, proletariani-
zation® refers to a dialectical
process of class differentiation
which, under conditions of general-
ised commodity production, simul-
taneously gives rise to anagrarian
proletariat as well as an agrarian
bourgeoisie.

Lastly, it needs to be emphas-
ised that proletarianization or
its distorted form occurs only
within a CMP and influences
the development of capitalist
production. Therefore, the fact
that ‘the depgree to which the

- commodity form of labour is
developed is an indication of

the degree to which capitalism

- is developed’i® does wmot imply

that thé lack of free wage labour

indicates the absence of a CMP.
The growth of commodity form

‘of labour power indicates the
evolution of simple commodity

production into capitalist produc-
tion, the former and latter being
the lowest and highest forms
of commeodity production res-
pectively within the CMP.

(¢) Imperialism and
underdevelopment

(i) Foreign capital and social
differentiation :

Colonial conguest was followed
by a dismantling of the then
existing State apparatus in the
colony and by its replacement
with a colonial State. Foreign
capital created the colonial State
in order, firstly, to consolidate
political power in ifs hands
through a control of the new
State and secondly, to utilise
the colonial Stafe to ensure those
conditions which are necessary

for its own capital accumulation.

Consolidation of  political
power also warranted the repres-
sion/elimination of patriotic ele-
ments in the colony whilst a
comprador stratum was delibsra-
tely ereated out of pliant elements
of the aristocracy to scrve as
client intermediaries between the
colonial State and the conquered
population. To produce anecono-
mic surplus, foreign capital
utilised the colonial State fo
acquire contrel over means of
production (e.g. through expro-
priation of land) and to secure
a regular supply of labour. .

1n order to ereate a pool of
labourers, the colonial  State
often resorted to measures which
were designed to force villagers
into wage labour; for example
labour tax was converted to
money tax, the payment of which
would necessitate the taking up
of wage cmployment. When such
indirect methods failed to gene-
rate a sufficient supply of labour,
labour was conseripted; and when
labour was not available locally,
it was ‘imported” from foreign
lands. :

Thus, the comprador stratum

~ which served the ‘colonial St_ate

{Continued on page 24}
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ambiguities over group identity

within the Sinhalese community, |

but it also reflects the present
theoretical confasion over the
relationship between language
and religion in the dynamics
of group identity. I in SriLanka
language is more salient than
religion, it is because it is the
-more inclusive basis for group
identity, bringing together secular
modemists and religious reviva-
lists even as religion provides
both an historic and moral basis
for Sinhalese claims. Similarly

for the Tamils religious identity |
the .

would be divisive, since
Tamils are Hindu, Christian,
and Muslim, though it should be
noted that the Tamil separatists,
their ~emphasis on
identity mnotwithstanding, have
thus far failed to win support
from among Tamil Muslims or
among the largely low-caste

Indizan Tamils working in the

tea plantations.

Tambiah argues that the ethnic
confilict has not only resulted
in the ““dismantling’” (too strong
a word in my judgment for a

country that still has an clected |

parliament, in spite of the many
restrictions now placed on dis-

sent) of Sri Lanka’s democratic

system, but that its dismantling
is making a resolution of the
ethnic conflict more difficult.
In his prescriptive cenclusion
Tambiah calls for the restoration
of the rule of law (and the repeal
of the repressive Prevention of
Terrorism Act), the recognition
by the Sinhalese that Sri Lanka
is a plural society, renunciation
~ by the Tamils of both terrorism
and separatism, and some form
of political devolation for the
Tamils. His is the traditional
(but still sensiblel) libsral for-
mula for the resolution of ethnic
group conflict. Alas, in SriLanka
as in so many other Third World

countries, the urge for ethnie

hegemony has, so far, superseded
“the goals of both genuine national |

integration ~and of ' political

democracy; only when the one

is put aside will other

the
 goals be possible. -
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Capital and. ..
{Continued from poge 22)

and the labour force employed
principally by foreign capital
were not the products of a single
dialectical process of class differ-
entiation and, therefore, they did
not constitute antagonistic clas-
ses. Instead, they were the result
of social differentiation and they
co-exjsted on - the basis of a
sradational relationship of power
within the national social -for-
mation. The debate between the
neo-classical  perspectives of
dissolution/disintegration  and
conservation/preservation is es-
entially concernsd with whethetr
or not a displacement of villa-
gers was integral to social pro-
cesses which gave rise to this
gradational strucfure.

(ii) Commodity economy and
proletarianization

Proletarianization, onthe other
hand, refers to the emergence of
antagonistic -social classes due
to the operation of social forces
which have their origin within
the national social formation.

‘A materialist analysis of class
“differentiation under conditions

of imperialism must begin with
an assessment of the role of
foreign capital in creating the

pre-conditions for proletarjani-

zation: namely, the growth of
a commodity economy.

The more important changes
effected by foreign capital, in
order to facilitate its own capi-
tal accumulation, wers to expand
the commodity economy and to
accelerate the establishment of a
corresponding juridical frame-

work for private accumulation.

In Sri Lapka, these changes were

first initiated not under British
rule but, instead, by the Protugusse

colonial State. e
Monetization of rent in lands

under nod-food crops was the

beginning of the conversion of

‘Jand from an ¢bject of posses-

sion into a commodity, and in-
creases in land duss forced sales
of land to meet the taxes due.

“This initiated a process of class

differentiation and led to the
emergence of ‘a small but growing
class of landless peasants’l in

“Pigitizea: by Noolaham Founadation,
s n__oolah_am.org_\ aavanaham.org

Jands under ‘cash crops’ in the
‘Wet Zone and the disposal of
land by members of the cinna-
mon peeler caste so damaged the
cinnamon industry that such sale
was declared illegal.*® Tn this
manner, a rudimentary notion
of ‘protected’ tenure was intro-
duced to rrrest class differentia-
tion to preserve the union bet-
ween dirzct producers and their
means of preduction in the
cinnamon industry; which enabled
them to continue with cultiva-
tion and thereby . ensured sup-
plies to Portuguese trading capital
and revenuss for the colonial
State. -

{To be continued)
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