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The crisis moves South

U.N.P. under seige

Mervyn do Silva
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The Sri 'La'nkan conflict and the Superpowers

South

M. deS

Tnc recent U. 8. publication
: “SELECTED NATIONAL
SECURITY ISSUES 1987 carries
on its- cover ‘the zeul of the
President of the United States”.
The 104 page report concerns
itself  with ‘Reglonal Issues™
“Global Issues”
energy, terrorism, narcotics etc)
and  “Defence Tssues” (arms,
deterrence, space, strategic Mod-
ernisation, S. D.I. nuclear wea-
pons efe).

The 46 page ““Regional Issues”
section, the largest, is devoted to
single countries (USSR, Japan
and China) to clusters of coun-
iries (Israel/Arab states/Lebanon)
to regions (Eastern Europe, Wes-
tern Burope, Southern Africa,
Central America, Bast Asia/Pacific
Basin, Latin America ’Carrbbean
South Pacific) to a continent
(Africa: Security and Develop-
ment) and fo a specific issne
(IranfIraq war). While there is
- no special focus on the major
oceans, as such, one item stands
out by the peculiarity of its
title. Its area of concern is a
sub-region but it is introduced by
way of an individual country.
It reads AFGHANISTAN/SOUTH
ASIA.

The document does not of course
lay bare all the secrets of US
strategy global and regional. But
it does offer many insights into
U. 8. security concerns, and the
priorities - given by the White
House and its policy planners.
Since foreign policy and diplo-
macy follow and support these
stragetic interests, the document
is guite useful, though one notes
its typically American intellectual
bias — the isste-oriented, prob-
lem solving approach, which does
nel pay too much attention te

fundamental nature of the issue.

The two-and-half page asse-

ment of problems in the South
Asian region begins with this
qusstion: : :

4

(aid, economics

“What shonld the United States
do to help end the Soviet military
occupation of Afghanistan, enhance
Pakistani security against external
aggression, and encourage peaceful
relations among all South Asian
nations?”. ]

Internal insecurity

To take the first and, in one
sense, the fundamental attribute
of the Western concept of security
¢in_that it is a corollary of the
-doctrine of state sovereignty in
its pure and pristine form),
namely, external directedness,
one can immediately see that
despite the rhetoric of many
| Third World leaders, the sense
of insecurity from which these
| states and, wmore particularly,
their regimes suffer, emanates
to a substgntial extent from
within  their boundaries rather
than from outside. This does
not mean the external threats
are totally absent, for they are
{ not. But the ‘mix’ of internal
| and external sources of threat |
i to these state structures, and |
| particularly to their regimes, is
| guite often heavily weighted in
Jfavour of internal sources. More-
over, external threats quite often
augment the problems of in-
security that exists within state
boundaries and, in many cases,
would be quite ineffective if
internal  threats and domestic
Jfissures did not exist within
Third World societies.

e Prof, Mohammed Ayooch
fnternational A ffairs
i Winter 1933734,

& objectives are stated, the first
three exclusively concerned with
Afghanistan. Point 4 is a bland
catch-all interest in improving

relations with “‘all South Asian
countries”, 5 to promofe regicnal

stability by supporting regional,
dialogue on trade, commerce, drugs,
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sia and Security

and aati-terrorism. The concluding
sentence gives special importance
to such dialogue between India
and Pakistan but only in relation
to the need “to reduce potential
for nuclear proliferation’’. -(In
the light of the recent debates
in the US Congress and among
US specialists and opinion-makers
on the US aid package to Pakistan
and the disclosures of Pakistan’s
top nuclear scientist, this must
raise eyebrows not only in America
but in South Asia).

Curiously, Point 6 takes ong
right back to Afghanistan and the
Soviet threat, but this time to
stress the need to “‘assist Pakistan
to remain free and secure”.

Given this sequential identi-
fication of priorities, Point 7
comes not merely as a formal
bow to India’s regional status but

as a rather grudging admission.
“Sirengthen relations with the
potential weorld power ia the

region — India — building on posi-

tive dialogne begun with Rajiv

Gandhi in June 1985 (The em-
phasis on the persen is worth
noting). Sri Lanka figures -in the
last sentence: <Maintain goeod
relations with Nepal and Sri Lanka;
encourage a peaceful settlement of
the communal conflictin Sri Lanka™,

The document recognises 10

accomplishments; five relating to
Afghanistan. 6 and 7 are self-
satisfied pats on the back for US
aid (3.2 billion, initially and
4.1 billion last month) which has
“‘enhanced’’ Pakisfan’s ‘‘security™

Evidently, neither America’s se-
aring experiences in Latin Ameri-
ca {and less sharply in Africa) nor
the bitter lessons learntin Vietnam
Iran and the Philippines have
helped educate the US policy
establishment in understanding
“*security” in the Third World —
the security against external mili-
tary threats and the “‘security’’
and “stabilty’’ of regimes with

narrow popular bases, especially

repressive  military-bureaucratic

R T e EINS———"

PR



cliey THwing wmil thriviog oo 178
walitere il and Cmilisisoet
their  sevisties in the hopo: af
seppring’ dbemzzlves apains the
ranloaml o arowimy cney,  thaae
own ingrewsingly disaffeetcd  and
ilispited proples,

The =zection oa Sauwth Az cads
on- this: selfscnngeatplalory nate.
oW have abvouuly  wicouraged e
cfforta of Pakision ond Bapeladesh
(1} ﬂﬂ-‘i":n]r fndutipg e eTalie
fracitutloens’™,  fhe Ipat of Ehificen
palints [the thicd pucl olthe (wo-
atd-halt pupe senimiisg wpoon the
sub. reglon] which - wee’ described,
advizedly no donbt, s e labkioe
Puinnia*!

Towards explosion

Ui ergRsioR, o remime el
I mrrke medertieotion fore belyieen |
bt Tl ‘rf_;';lh.!—'n'l'.lrll.;' ame el =
whe® pnpimes il exlermaiioe”
ey aieeateel a0 urder pol
(i porieay o dheeats wr iliepin-
T e W T T L ety
SO S 38 Nesimaie’, M dursihg
acpelitical fead geite glten o
il pud  venmsmic) prollom
RN o CREarys e, ol B
Preseating e miflitery theeat
iy from evkirngl S0 e,
prgvnes- e e Fhird World guite
effenr Fry Pe cRsase AR areRs o
o ramraidon with - datnextic: divyls
e thar 1z Fovelrable o Hhea
seered, mrwelv, the milliary wredia,
Fliile -ty airarepy  mrivler wdrk
pell. i the initiel srages of such |
FERREEANE B sy eaid |
ba el Diecer  coTagrarioe
WA 8- decade ar fwew ol e
EREGia,  WEMALT) oRorpanized, e
dursts o af gollticel dizreng,

— AYEMIE

T ey thor, Sodth ‘A wiaunid
Feavd rormained . a  “lew' Bt
grca in che FIR quralesrs sohome
but for Alghanistan’ {afier  the
Sovicl ervenigond and, thomeh
anskrted here e co! lapee of (b
Shah ol Lran who sascnlen armed
i the reeth with the. most gop=
Ristizateil L& wetporsy to deiend
Rimsedl poal  ihe oil-rich  Gulf
BuL - proved defenveless  against
Liss vwn poople and the mullalis:
Ino that o opost 19800 115 dewign.
Pukician Brecmes she ranirepied:,

South A:zia’s Schism

But aens af these recent de-
welopooats ehplain ahat the West
Gesman scholar and Tradiad Goean
epecialiat, Dister Beaan fas ca) =
Bouth Asiat: o “abcafigic schism
wloge orizing Jike. in the sab
cotbinent’s acheric donllicf — the
'[!A'.’Il'l:i'l;l.'lﬂ and the wnr . ower
Kahimar. - The Tndme elie's deap-
sealed distrgst of the LS pa the
necolaiimls  siceessor b the
Brivi-h was ceiborced,  suss tho
dhislingueshied Frengh 0 historian
Aogconey Wicwcwerl,  wha o bas
wrillen exteazively on Liis regicn,
b whahingtion's i i-India doo-
bl spsmdacd™ an ceodeming the
mooth loreius” Far - orossing  the
18E pumaliel white euclior ieimariing
the fingi dhed “Pakistad wrilesien
b Blatantly trevnded Fas b,
Dasiihey,  Fozter: Dulles” egm-
chean “Calil Wi ¥igion founil
Indhion aunlipnmaent il
g there wis WS nilitzey apd Lo
Pikistan. (Forelgn Alfaiys Winlar
152

The mors sympatheipz Soviet
wisw' gn both Cisducs (Kiushoiir
antd  monelichmenty  drew Insbio
cliver fo “Mocoow while Pakistan
meved into lormal membership
ol s dominated: woalitery  olli-
pnzes, CENTO and SEATO, The
process whiglh calbiningred in the
insuieubia s esn i of lude Saviet
Tricadshop sy Fraibitered Tetths
Sive-Tadian wdir and the  Siaos
Sovict sclisme aml mote dogizi-
voli by the Tamous Kissinesrian
HRT ie Pakistan gm [971 [Hio=
pladcoshy  amd the Sino 115 paps-
prochement,

The pessiztent  lodian chargs
of Takizbomy tivebremivnr i the
Sikh tetall in Punjsh (a nepp.
paralie) 10 Sri Lenkan  protests
aver  Tamiinade's divecp sUpport
to Bric Fankak  Tumil  sepdrentizt
cebelsy the eye-bull o eyeball
eoRfrontaLion in ehrmiry befaesn
the two afimes; e LS 4 kiflian
dollar nid packuee ond the fasue
wf CAWALS bove caaperhated
ITndo-Pakistasi-tensions. T bas
e R Tty | TR T | R by Sino-
Tty Aengjane,

Soviet concern

The “suparpowsr dimension has
Tesn sirsmpthensd with the drea-
walis soicy ot the Soviet Tiojon

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

mte  the debide on osciliting
regioidal conllicts, | Metahly on
tiic B Lankan  isspe,

TU = mel often thad (e Sowiet
Wnida's e mest  infueniisg
papors — Wi Pruvda aod Tevesi,
remesenting  pursy and  Bhbe —
Clicie 10 ComTanE. ol or erisy
i pemmoee lictle igland, anothe
same week, tobe quickl filioead
oy i sleegmienc issucd  be o ope
g Ll LISBE e toeo posws aipaodies,
AT M :

i Security and
saif-preservation

SECRIEY qr prated abdee, Bag
frdfitanahly  Seen defingd gy fhe
profecrion and o preserialion of
care wilnes,  Hawever, I tha
cutie e miont Dhird Poeld sfles,
the opre dafues of e repdaia
with  zelf-preseruaticer et i
Crird r.'l_ir he ears ard |,'|l'-.|'-:'r:| af
crfftnce Mofidnoe with ife  Supn
s - cherlthed by darpn seg-
Fir2mik S'__I" The ,'J'r.l,'.lu:'r.l,'."r.lr: EOF
windie ehey o rafe, {fece  srdn,
#hen ke dfcrepercioy da et
r|'|E'_|'i'.I L . r"_:'- CEFE L palypny i
aredeva, of fecnrily Hrelfs ot
hi wiarder fHol  Coaiar ey
I e AT .'.!_r' FRaEE r.:'-';j'rrg:
emanaie: Feopr within thelr sun
suiedfen,

o Bhaerem poorenie deielnumens,
el cEpraping e sl ol
Paviries g owealth ard Ivcdnie,
comprweal and ettwie penlplang |
el there Factors contelbire e
the loch. of  soéietal conickiug |
mip Fasldnmerial dishes,  ald  ia
He WRreoreseraiive wael ropecie |
sipg lonaracter of - ldosr o Thled
Hioridh regimey  and,  phersore,
P sl farermed theearr Ipo rheir|
[SECREE Gnd To (RE Iewuriiy er)
Ehe Pt SIPUCINRSD Over  widok|
ey preside,

= AT

Morover; L iz very  Tavcly
Lipal - sieh  matlicicslive  waices
speik eritizally of policies und
teemils im that  couwalry  while
diplenatic’ Breparations are aloot
Fur ihs ficst omicial ik to Mos-
cow of that country’s  Llead of
ptate snd povermient



When such uuusual happenings
do take place, especially in an
island, preocccupied with its secu-
rity {internal and external) and
_desperately  worried  about  its
futvre, one expects such comments
to inspire informed discussion
and analysis at least among
opinion-leaders in that country.
The Soviet commentaries went
largely unnoticed, bringing io
mind one of the more provoca-
tive strictures passed on the Sri
Lanka intelligentsia by the author
of the seminal study on  Sri
Lanka’s post-independenee poli-
tics, Prof Howard Wrisgins, later
a Carter adviser and US Ambas-
sador to Colombo, He noted
the remarkable insensitivity of this
elite Lo international and regional
issues and foreign policy in
particular.

PRAVDA identified the objec-
tive of the organisers and pro-
moters of violence in Sri Lanka
as ‘a ‘“‘chain reaction” which
would hopefully *‘disorganise the
political and economic life in
Sri Lanka, create a threat to
the security of neighbouring India
and further aggravate the tense
situation in the Indian Ocean™.

The NOVOSTI statement, issued
by the APN Colombo office, was
mote explicit. Ostepsibly a spi-
rited teply to a charge made
by the WALL STREET JOURNAL
that Moscow was aiding the
Tamil * separatists in order to
get - base facilities in  Trinco,
APN rejected the accusation as
absurd.  And then, for the first
time in such a forthright waa-
ner, it revealed that the USSR
had  expressed serious concern
over U. 8. designs on Sri Lanka

The V.0.A. would broadcast
from its facility here to the
Soviet Union's Asian republics. It
would do more. 1t would uee this
facility to mcnitor naval traffic
in the Indian Ocean and comu-
nicate with U. 8. submarines on
combat patrol in this area. In
short. it would represent a threat
to Soviet Bectirity interests, domes-
tic and military. e :

The main aim of U.S, policy,
sald APN, was to *“detach Sri
Lanka from the nonaligned move-
ment” and o “weaken India®
30 that it would not be able

&

_ US., South Asia,
| Sri Lanke

Since the formation of inde-
pendent  states  in - South Asia
forty years ago, ethuic, sub-
regional, linguistic, and other
separatist movements have threa-
tencd the national integrity of
the new polities., These move-
. menls are dangerous in prineiple
| and dangerous in practice. For

example, the formation of an
tndependent state of Khalistan,
as demanded by some [Indian
and foreign ‘sikhs, would not
only violate the principle of
national integrity, but would also
create a vulnerable and indefen-
sible entity lacking interngtional

is true as well of other sepa-
ratist movements. Furthermore,
the multi-ethnic nature of most
south Asian states sustains sus-
picions that neighbouring coun-
tries are seeking to exploit unrest
among competitive ethnic groups
Jor the purpose of weakening
regional rivals. India, for exam-
. ple, has charged Pakistan with
[ helping Sikh militants.  Pakistan
| has made similar allegations

Surther hardened the polarization

- support and strategic depth. This

about Indian assistance to the |
Sindhis. We oppose disruptive !
movements of this kind. !

Most disturbingly; viclence in |
Sri Lanka has escalated tragi-
cally in recemt weeks. As mili-
tants calling for a Tamil home-
land have initiated series of
brutal bombings and other armed
incidents — thus Precipitating re-
newed military confrontation in
both the north and the east.
The Jayewardene government has
responded forcefully. Some civi-
lians have been caught in the
crossfire, excerbating the con- |
Hict. :

This upsurge of violence ..’:as

of political forces in Sri Lanka,
sirengthened the - hands of those
within the insurgent movement
and governmient props who advo-
cate @ military solution, and miay
have reduced the leverage of India .
over tamil militants, We certainly
support the efforts of India fo
bring the insurgents 1o the bar-
gaining table so that long—delayed
political negotiations can be resu-
med. i i
- (State Dept’s Michaei Armacost |
at the Asia Society, New York.) |

to play its now active role in
in the international arena. The
US defence establishment planned
to convert Sri Lanka into a US
military base, it added. So, in
Moscow’s view, the conflict is a
threat to Sri Lankan nonalignment
and security, Indian and Soviet
security. - e e

The name of the game (and
the game-plan) is of course
“destabilisation” a much-used
term in Mrs. Gandhi’s political
vocabulary, TLast month, Rajiv
Gandhi found that- events had
foreed him' to return fo  his

—-mother’s idiom. Both the Prime
Minister and the Coagress Wor-

king Commitice cxployed the
term quite freely. Mr  Gandhj
went a  step futher when he
addressed his military comman-
ders, - He ieferred to Sri Lanka
too, mentioniag “hostile intersst’”
operating from this- island, 3
cleur reference to Pakistan and
Israel - which he had earlier
described as “‘strange bedfellows™

-Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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For 25 years the focal points
of India’a security concerns were
the disputed land borders in
the North — the source of cone
flict with her major neighbours,
Pakistan and China.
ladesh conflict and the entry

~of a US Task Force into the

Bay Of Bengal riveted Indjan
attention to that area. :

It was Mrs. Gandhi who made
the “‘exposed southern flank” a
top priority. A new Southern
Command was established. Now
liadia is speeding ahead with its
plans to consiruct a huge naval
base in the Andamans, close to
Indonesia, and much further
south than Sri Lanka.

On his recent visit to Pakistan,
Prime Minister Premadasa, the
most consistent and wacomprom-
ising critic of Delhi’s SriT.anka
policy — he makes no distinetion
between Delhi and Madras, in

{Continued: on page 21)
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HEWS BACKGROIND

‘Restore Democracy’: Mrs B, takes the offensive

— .5
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President Jayewardene telis Govt. Group meeting:

J. V. P. PLANNING UPRISING

overnment had information

that the proscribed Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) was
planning an insurrection, similar
to the abortive one in 1971,
- President J. R. Jayewardene told
his Government Group yesterday.

He told MP’s to consider this
a serious development and advised
them to mobilise all sections of -
the people against this attempt
to destroy democracy a statement

from the office of the Chief
Government Whip said.
Government MP’s were also

given a detailed briefing on these
activities of the JVP by the head
of the Counter Subversive Division
(C8D) SP Terrence Perera,

A group of MP's was brisf-
ed by him vyesterday and simi-
lar briefings would continue today
and tomorrow.

In his address to the Govern-
ment Parliamentary Group, Pre-
dent Jayewardene revealed that
the JVP plan, according to govern-
ment information was to assas-
sinate leaders of political parties,
Government and opposition Par-
liamentarians, Government offi-
cials and others

The official statement on yester-
day’s sessions said: “They will

join hands with the northern
terrorists.  The  present build-
up of the JVP should not be
linked to other political parties.
They shounld separate the cam-
paigns of other opposition parties
from that of the JVP whose aim
is fo cause destruction and
create chaos.”

“He said that the May day
demonstration by the Mavubima
Surakeeme Viyaparaya, was or-
ganised by the JVP supporters.
They have got several bhikkus teo
to give support to their activities.”

“President ' Jayewardene said
that the JVP campaign hangs like
a dark cloud over the country
and everyone should co-operate
with the authorities to counter
this campaign.”

The President said that the JVP
plan in 1971 to kidnap Ms. Sirima
Bandaranaike the then Prime
Minister was foiled because of the
information given by a UNPer.
According to the evidence given
by this person Mr. Dudley Ssna-
nayake and the (the President)
were on the list of those to be
assassinated. The President read
out his statement where he has
said that he was the Secretary
of the UNP Youth League of

N EWS BACKGROUND

Gonahena in the Kelaniya elec-
torate.

“*Several MPs spoke giving their
views on the problem caused by
the JVP in their electorates.
They urged that maximum scre-
ening be done, when recruiting
personnel to the security forees
as well as the private secu-
rity = services, who have been
engaged by Governmeat institu-
tions to guard the institutions.”

An  authoritative source said
that during the briefing by the
CSD  Government MP’s  were
told fo watch out for strangers
in the area and to stréngthen
the security with the assistance
of the police. : :

The briefing was organised in
the wake of the recent activities

that were detected in the central

province. According to the source,
the police believe that the JVPars
have infiltrated the party organi=
sations and the Government youth
organisations. '

The investigations on the recent
activities have also revealsd that
the JVP had been collecting
particulars of politicians, police
officers, officials of the security
forces and people who own fire-
arms. :

- — Sun

SLFP Condemns May 'D;ay ban

he Sri Lanka Freedom Party

has condemned the decision
of the government to ban mee-
tings, traditional demonstrations
etc- on May Day 1987.

In a press statement issued
yesterday the SLFP said ““This
decision is anti-working e¢lass,
anti-democratic and savours of
fascism for it is reminiscent of
Hitler’s suppression of the wor-
king class in Fascist Germany,”
the statement further said.

The statement adds the decisi-
on in addition has a meaningless
and ridiculous dimension speci-
ally when the Government took

5

the unprecedented and arbitary
step to postpone May Day —a
day internationally = recognised
and firmly fixed for over a cen-
tury as a day solemnly revered
by the working c¢lass people —
to 22nd May, day which hasno
association whatsoever with the

international working class- move-:

meant.

While the Government deplo-

yed its Becurity Forces to use
teargas, batons, whips, rubber-
-bullets, fire—arms etc on May

Day assemblies resulting in the
killing: of two persons and inju-
ring several others, paradoxi-
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cally it was powerless to prevent
or suppress demonstrations, mee-
tings, processions etc. which were
held in the Jaifna Peninsula in
open defiance of the Govern-
ment and within gunshot distance
of the Government’s Security
Forces. :

The 8ri Lanka Freedom Party
warns the Government that in
the interest of the future of
democracy and democratic insti-
tutions, free and. fair elections
periodically held according to
the Constitutions, and trade uni-
on rights' of the workers, the

(Cominued on page 12)
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SLFP plans non violent campaign

Sirimavo's priority
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with India
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'I'urmoi! continues

in the campus

NMEWS BACKGROUND

Umversnties plagued by hostage takmg

Lecm Berenger

niversity students continued

their hostage taking exercise
for the second day yesterday by
helding  staff and  lecturers  at
the Universities at Peradeniya
and Sri Iaquardenapura Kotte
captive.

Al Peradeniya over a thousand
students surrounded the Senate
Building at 11.00 a.m. and placed
nearly 250 staff members including
the Registrar, Gamini Abhaya-
koon, as ‘*‘hostagss’’. They were
demanding the releasc of their
colleagues held in custody by
the police in Hanguranketa, Gala-
gedera and Galaha.

Mr. Abhayakoon told ‘SUN’
on the telephone from his resi-
dence at Peradeniya last night
“We were released at 6.30 p.m.
after  the - students released by
the police turned up. It took
time for these students to return

from the various police stations’.

At the University of Sri Jaya-
wardenapura, Kotte, students con-
fined ften lecturers and four staff
members to a basement area and
demanded the release of six
colleagues.

Twenty six students from the
University of Peradeniya and six
stndents from the University of
Sri Jayawardenapura, Kotte were
arrested by the police in their
respective  areas for collecting
funds:

Vesterday's developments prom-
pled the authorities to consider
the closure of the universities
and prompted
the science and law faculties of
the University of Colombo to
announce they would not resnme
teaching.  This  was until the
students assure they would not
repeat- the events on Tuesday.

The hostage taking exercise by
university students began on
Tuesday at the University of

10

- dents held in custody,

the teachers at

Colombo Campus. Students held
five lecturers hostage and de-
manded the release of nine stu-
These
students were produced ‘at the
Magistrate’s  Court and were
released on bail after police said
they had no ebjections.

At 8ri Jayewardenapura, Kotte
students insisted on the releasé
of their six colleagues: Police
last night released two boys and
three girls but held back ano-
ther girl for further interroga-
tion. The students were last
night insisting on her release.

As contingents of police stood
by police and students leaders
were locked in intense dialogue
for the release of the-only stu.
dent now being held.

According to a spokesman for
the +*students action committee
responsible for yesterday's events
at the Sri Jayawardenepura uni-
versity the 14 hostages were.
Professor Ratnayake, head of the
science faculty, Professor Muda-
singhe, student instructor, Pro-
fessor Ariyapala Ekanayake, dean
of the management faculty. Dr.
Arthur Bamunuarachchi Charles
Fernandp, head of the public
adminisiration department. Anan-
da Gunawardene business admini-
stration department, Abeyaratne
Bandara, student instructor, Dr.
Charles Wickragama, Sarath Ku-
mara, head of the economics
department, librarian. W. B,
Dorakumbara, Mr Nilame, pri-
vate secretary of the Vice Chan-

~ cellor, and three other employess.

Police believe the students had
taken the hostages after the arrest
of six students in the Kohuwala
area, Superintendent: of Police

Nugegoda, H. L. Pivasena said.

They were allegedly visiting
homes in the area and collecting
funds.

. Nu details of what the students
intended doing were immediately
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~of the University,

available at the time of going
10 press.

In Peradeniya about 1500 stu-
dents had swrounded the Senate
building, preventing nearly 250
people, who were inside, f{rom
leaving. - Among those  confined
inside was the Assistant Registrar
Kandy SP
Stanley Rdﬂ&Slnghe said. -

Those students were dcmanding_

the release of 26 students who
were on a fund collecting cam-
paign in Hanguranketha, Galage-
dera and Galaha. Twenty two
of them had been taken inte
custody by the Hanguranketha
Police. -

* Meanwhile in Colombo police
“tock up  positions around the

University, as the students boy
cotted lectures for the third day

The undergraduates held a meet-

ing earlier in the morning within

the university premises and fresh
anti-government posters had heen
pasted on the university buildings.

The students are protesting over
the May Day police shooting,
which killed an undergraduate
and are also demanding the release

of nine undergraduates who were

taken into custody on Sunday
for = allegedly putting-up anti-

- Government posters.

Police said that they are t_reatlng
the situation very seriously; as
they firmly believe that subversive
elements, with ulterior motives,
have infltrated the student ranks,
and are using them as a shield
to protect their activities.

. Meanwhile, certain - students
groups in the University, are
reported 1o have wvoiced their
disapproval of the hostage drama,
According to  officials of the
University, the students respon-
sibie for the hostage taking are
believed to be. from two other
universities. e

AN A .



HUMAN RIGHTS

Unadulterated Terrorism

fe bomb explasion inColembo

an 2 Apcil - io which cover
100 wivilians,  mostly  beloagiap
i vhe Binhaless community, werd
Lilded was @ cowardly, eutal and
inhuman act. Egqually cosardly,
bouwtal - aud o dabhiman msce the
irdizcrithioate air stwikes by the
goivernment'a cair o foros dng ot
porih of dbe country ig  wwhich
eeren af Tapul ciwiliads  have
bean killed.

The gevscament ol S Lanks,
fwat haviee hlamed the Liberation
Tigers ol - Tamil Felan (LTTE),
lates aeeuscd the Felam Resaln:
thonary  Ougaasation (EROSY ol
heing eespansible Tar the Cologha
Rlasis  Feihs thede sraups . Have
deriesd respensibi gy,

YWhnever serrisd gut this seosce
245 amibrage in° Coldmba,  thes

The Eronding  Committes of . Tamils (FCOTY 15 the  JTorpest
wrgonlaation - of cepannts Tamlls (vier In the United Kingdatm, aid
e Haaen Sights Coursil 15 #aat seczton of dhis erpantsactan which
deels with hataen fights lasvos, We are an Iedependent organizdlicn

o owklch reoiging pnaflamed fo oy Dol milfent of poliefzdl grawe,

G 5 11 Y T B T TR TR 11
of umedulterated  terrorism.  The
bomb was ploofed ota thme und
plave boo gspse muximom iniory
and  koss af life e eivilisms,

EF ther povpeirataes o this
grusama Afagsdy chooght they
ware owen remalily helping tle
Famial eatse by theie aciion, thei
shiopts have only feoved counter
“prask e, AL 4 e when the

A moment

Frvevar falt homan floesh coold turm biack

S rgaking repufsive in @ moment of crime.,

Al thase grthering. but moving from thare,
Siretched with thofr ansiaties withithedr r:ria::z-gra

On thair way home, with chitd, merketing,

WWitfe tha sun’s Heat sagging, hut not the smelfs

And the bazaar nglse stiif o vsa to a erascando,

Ard thep all cannibalised i 8 cold embrace

OF severed fimbs, blond, andwiat nothing could gether
g moment, over the years, most fagrad
Marg otters’, and nat theirs', pecisfiing. 10 shara,

— Tiak & Guonawavdhanas

of crime

SO,
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interiataenal cormnunity was hed
cortimg goore gpkil s aeae nf
the violense and  wigllians o
whizh the- Tamil somsnuntils 5w
Sri- Lanka ure subjeuted; Thiy
seidcica aetion would kivve morst

bikely oo osoowe o pocs dlliEahits
gnternaticnal opinion. [ hus aiss
sErwzd b ptrongthca ths Fosbes

ol Bankiln ehaavinism in o south
ok el 9 e 2L R |'"|.l\.'l.l\.'|.l'...l.":|'lt'..|:}' it kas
provided wo ercuse ded 2 oppaais
taniey cooaniensaly Ats o oailitacy
pucatits a the: Pl arcas;
.‘-;p::i:._‘_l:.' in the oocibieen Taflon
weaibsula gt g tiche' -l the
aticntion of the Inlsrialeosl
ooty s pre occipisd wilh
Phie oloensbu -'::-.|'|-I-:'.l'1il'.l!1..'-.

TF the Colombo outrogs 6 oan
act of vasdulérated  torvorivm,
the  relal=atoes and’ peveoge seth-
e e sleikes aad nawal borab-
BErsimenily. eaTvicd - ouE el the
R verrment f::!]uw‘i.lg e Calambo
Bl wre sl ol wavienashod
FIte  [eIToTism,

W lalert tho iotermalipoal gnim-
mioicy o 1he  pgave wittralicen
fhat s dedeioping “inuri Lienkas
W appeals o 2 Vo EIVET -
merds  to S hring pressure npon Re
grvernmsnt ot TRrl Laikal a0
desizt from  the gour.e i 35
udopting, &nd - prrsubde 3l o
gevionshy Endertake ca o paliticsl
golution ta  the: cthric coobict
in that couarry. ;

F. Rajanayasam

Cienatal En:n:l'-.'-'::l.'r:,'_
Hiam Riphee Lipaiesd, " Lendon.
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Towards Reconciliation

he ethnic conflict in Sri

Lanka has been raised fto
horrifying proportions during the
last two weeks. The killings at
Kituluttuwa, Wan-Ela and in the
Pettah bomb explosion have caused
immense carnage and their per-
petrators need to be condemned
with the utmost harshness,

It is natural that the present
situation should provoke an emo-
tional response in the major
community. Members of the
Government as well as of many
other political parties and group-
ings genuinely sharing this emo-
tional response of making the
most of it, are pushing the
state towards further
actions against the Tamil mili-
tant groups some of which, in
effect are ending up as actions
against Tamil civilians. The
aerial bombardment of sites in
the JSaffna peninsula appears in
this light as an attempt to
balance death against death and
may result in a continuing and
reactive cycle of destruction.

However, it 13 necessary that
emotion should not be permitted
to cloud our perceptions of
political realities. In this con-
nection we would like to em-
phasise briefly a few points that

appear to have been overlooked

in the recent rhetoric;

{1} The struggle of the Sri Lankan
Tamil people for self-govern-
ance through regional auto-
nomy — a  struggle necessi-
tated by a history of dis-
crimination — does not be-
come less moral or less valid
because of the ingensate acts
of violence
involved in it or their per-
ceived intransigence.

(2) There is no military solu-
tion to this political problem.
Tamil militancy can only be
¢liminated if the political

12

military

©omeasures

of any group

reasons for its birth and{

continuance are removed.
Military action may only
succeed in temporarily reduce
ing the level of the struggle.
To say that there will be no
peace talks until terrorism is
suppressed is in this context
meaningless.

(3) The dynamics of the Sri
Lankan Tamil struggle, as it
has evolved over the last
few years makes Indian medi-
ation and support absolutely
essential.

However gloomy the prospects
for peace may look now, it is
still necessary to work towards
a political ~resolution of the

ethnic problem, a resolution that |

will answer the genuine needs
of the Sri Lankan Tamil people
for regional autonomy and lead
to a reconciliation between the
communities and a genuine peace.
We are not concerned with either
a contrived settlement or a mili-
tary solution that will mean a

continuation of antagonism and |

violence. Aggresive anti-Tamil
or anti-Indian rhetoric and the

build—up of a war psychosis are |

not in the interests of such a
settlement, neither are military
that could prejudice
chances of negotiations.

Hopes for a negotiated political
settlement have become a casualty
not only of state terrorism but
also of the unacceptable terrorist
methods adopted by some Tamil
militant groups. We consider that
it is the duty of the Tamil
militant groups to maintain the
morality of their struggle above
question. We urge all Tamil
militant groups to desist f{rom
all actions that would hinder a
negotiated political solution and
to explore possibilities of a peace-
ful resolution through discussions.

Charles Abeysekera
President (MIRJE).
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- others.

Restore . . .
(Continued from page 7)

- democratic, patriotic party, accept

the UNP invitation to cooperats
with an undemocratic government?
That would be to betray the
trust placed in her by her support
ters. Only a general election
and a new parliament chosen
by the people can decide what
steps should be taken to resolve the

erisis. An SLFP government wounld

re-cstablish good relations with
India because that is the first
step necessary. No lasting solut-
ion. can be found without Indian
goodwill and support, she said,

Bat the UNP won’t hold elect-
ions. That would mean political

suicide, and end to the power of

the UNP and the rewards of office.
The UNP will not eradicate terro-
rism because then that wounld be
political suicide. It needs terror-
ism to cling on to power.

Answering the charge that she
did not arrest Prabhakaran, Mrs.
B. said “We had not even heard of
that name. Bui we arrested many
Mrs. Gandhi, at my
request, promptly extradited him.
He was charged. Who released
him? Who released the I1.V.P?
Not my government’’.

SLEP. <.

(Continued from ﬁage 8)

suppression of democratic rights
of the people, specially freedom
of speech, assembly and the
right of the working class would
only result in the subversion of
democracy in this
instead the emergence of violent
and anarchic methods as an alter-
native to the demoecratic process.

The 8ri Lanka Freedom Par-
{y takes this opportunity to very

strongly condemn the brutal shoo-

ting of two by-standers within
the precinets: of ‘a Buddhist
temple by the government Secu-
rity Forces and extends sincere
sympathies to the families, rela-
tives and
sed. We firmly hold the Govern-
ment responsible for the killings

and all the blood that was shed

on May day. o
. — Islan

country and

friends of the decea-

W e M —
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1 From the Sri Lankan press

Thugzery and Ohllsation

Al pizties o and. all Forees hiere
rave -ahwoys tried (o oofler peace
and  acgotiffions (o “the  (oira-
rists, huy everything has  heen
tiracd dewn,

Bajiv Gdandhl and MG R oo
enby hieking in teems of solving
this prohlaim ina makner advan-
titczans 1o theie palitice] supeival,
gnd mot As oan obligsiion eoa
snuil] oeighbour, wot with 4 spiril
of bumanity. anid. pood will, Te
coll: this eititude dowaricht thag-
eIy will mot be wrone.

— SRT FANEADIFA {35)

£ 2 @

Tlhic Gowernment of B Tanks
I an dcpendoat ane which wis
clected: by oa ‘popibar dnasdats.
But, for some Cono phe tersoeissg
Rave Been troimg boo brpig dowoe
thiz government amd . sel up
digiarorial, Tl recime. o't
Tantil Maly toyiag o dole oot
erroney (oo zet of mordecers Y

It is mot fair. The Tamil poopie
will net  benefit by g, evers ceng
of-this” miowey will 2o fowdirds
killing meore and mare innocent
people

“We o usk the Tamul Made Chicf
Minidter M, G Ramuchuindran,
fs it the poliey of el poveTn-
ment to aid and abate the murder
of  thovsands” of peapls 7 Cazn't
lbey =gz the dartage thor they
have deooc: after  ollevips  cetupe
to those. people

Irifiam . Prime Mindsier Rajiv
Ganidhi wns interested Ao doding
& yoletion to this pfoblem. Bit,
if he is trving to stop Lhe witempts
by the ®ri Lankan poveroment
Lo solve its owd- ‘problems as.an
independent watinm, it iz wrene,

ihe aittacks wn the  terratisls

campa condactsd Tecenily wiks 1o
propare (he  correct  bockgrodind
g fined g pelitical selution

— Cditoeiad, OINAMING (2208

Tamashas of what use ?

¥i = reprettable ot when
ineent hundreds ure massacrcd
it wold Blpod there are mechings
tomichas and corsmonies adozs
ned ™ by big wigs.

At most ool thess  mectings
precions Little i said olhor than
prajziop each otler,  Why cannot
g lend Be piven by sioppiog all
this ¥

Fvon patting wp o pondkils when
(uu=ands are suferine is  wlizn
tes Lhe good gepae of our nation
These ginald wait for 2 laer date.

— Editorizl, DIFATNA [203)

L a a

The  povernmeént sod olbera
necd mot boéoine: alormed over
Tamil Madu goverrement’s decizion
too gramtoan amoenl oF  Trdian
R &0 pvilfion Toc the ‘alfceczd®
Tuwils o e aorth and theeast
yiooe these emounts are dmand
aoly  for Cfood, " oclothing
eszcntial - medciae . for people
iffected dur to the comtimuing
state of civil stribe. Thez sconomic
ife and day. to diy cxisteoce of
the Tamils of tha north and che
cast were aravely aflfzcéed due to
offenaives, coafrantarion andd
ceonontic Blockadzs

Whan peaple im0 ihe sowd gel
kitled, the gaverarmenl ddescribes
itoaa cracl amassiopes e ®TiNLE
them  every  possthle  ussiztaoee
and enmpensaiion wiile it iz not
thia case when senole got killed
i che worth and otz cast

To- \he short perind: sifter “ibe
Baltal bemt blast 400 persons
were Ckilled g the  aerth ia
serinl miteks, Chowernmear cluima
they urz torroristz while laodiao
Badio: bas scated” that dhev wrerg
1l civilians.
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Tha ‘ol MNadu.  governnseis
has  egme Torwerd, Ton zolely
homaniipcian Trownds, Lo g
Focal,  olothing wad mediciic to
the destitutes and " “dancered. for’
Tirmil . peaple who a&re: Zoing
throuph the worsc cedeal. Fears
Ehat the astictance feomy  Tamil
Do omeoudd itapait peace 1alks,
ure bueslass

YWhen o wiglenve s unleszshod
agzainst the peopls they cxprosa
alaroy and wonder MiE 3o gaveins
moenl gopabls of doine iy
ild own citizenz®.  Bombioeg and
oiher brutelitics shonld be averted
the editorial emplasizcs.

— Editorial, FIRAEESART 304
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Toward the ‘Indonesian Solution’

for South Asia?

Pranay Gupta
(h H. T.)

HEW TORK

S[ul:f.]cs-c Mg, womsnen ognd
childran are  Rilledl. Ty
militant Tamilz in - S Lanka.
Hindus  are kikled by pacdical
HBikhs in the  proubleld Indjan
state aof Puejah. Thewe sloecilies,
pecpslratcd by oyouths with o
dark wigicen of ghe future, hays
severely shaken ke philosophicnl
seif=pnage of the Bouth Asiun
rE'_.gi_uu. ad & nucsery ul’ nom=1in-
le nge and passiva registunce,

Taday's threat in Bolh  cogit-
Ficg 08 w0 commuitad  hismony.
but furthee caafalties  may  be
EoOUIE  prigiress, lhe agrtuciog
of deectdcy ol the =thic of
mmadstalion aml  toplstance,

Fhis. 15 & swtershed.  podiod
foz dhs multiculwiral’ socieiies
of two aociznc’ ldads  which
embirked oo 3 post World War
1L pdvepturs. of  developmesnt,
MNow the new Bgiving wovo to
the old. Tribalism, s=thnic chuu-
viaism and  easts consciouzpess
libwe epenprfaced.  These ure  the
very illy that Indirs” founding
fathors, Ghondbi snd Mebr, and
Cevlou’s 130G Senpnavake warnsd
against and gousht to ovoronms
threugh  medzrmization.

TL {5 oot the destitnle  gad
dispuseessed whae are reballing
bt prospoions  mimanites  wine
peroeive themaslees as bheing
locked out of Boord cooms vl
e beoctits 0 politior]  power,
The conventicnal  domepratic
toalz - of negotjstion and  com-

The priter, W cofwnwial for
Newawnndr Dnfernalional, sonisis
Inctud  ghiz cownmient fo The
wWen Fark Thager

promiss hiove proved intfoctive in
denling with the indzxiblz damuanda
of sepuratists brendishing  puna.

In the easzes of  the Poajihi
Sikhs and the Gri Lankan Tanils,
government leadoes may  have pg
cfinigs Mot b esealate  militicy
insalversent. This would be =
fearg sethack s the sleeady
I'rﬂg_il_r_" el 11 the  Third
World (g mew 10 muolll  cno
goverit beller then men in uiiforms.

In “the 49 vears gioze S
Lanka and India obuainsd inde-
pendenes from Britain, cach his
cijopad . political  ploealism,
ratity in developing tations. 'Ihis
ploralism allows minorcities like
the Sikhs and Tamila tis achizve
p:_1:-:ili-.:--.'l.=\. i théde céommomes ol
wopeErnmen s substantially inexcess
ol their demogruphic  shere

lix cach couotry there hus been
a-renmarkably fres  pross. walike
much of the Third Warld whéte
the media remamia shacklsd by
leadess unwilling to tolerate dis-
aenl and debate. Boch has shown
itsell capahic of progrosa auminil
sitch mbils -as high posalaiion
groewth wnd dehilicacmng cliomnge,

Tediin It Begome The worbd's
eighibc biggesl iadosirinl  power
as well as sell-zoficient io (S,
B Lambl hos Cachioved 40
percent lissriey cuts, one of the
hizhest in the Thivd Wold., Both
buve pelutiecly few  havvicda: 1o
cpireprenencial  advanceniant iy
sthiie minoriciss.

Fresidear I Ko Juwewurdens of
Sri- Fanks andl Poime  Mimister
Rajiv Trandhi of lodis bave euch
cathraved 1he ethic of mederation
anid telerunce as an ideclopy and
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an  operating - style

o for their
palicies foward ethoic mainoritiss,
But these policies bave Jamgsly

farled. The purssit of meds-
rabion Mdst elidit a4 zimilur Te3-
punse fron lhe slicoated o1 it
briomes muaniopléss.

From Sikh militanly clumoring
for au indepondent. state eslled
Khbalistan, and 3¢ Lisnkd radicals
wha wami a nsfion  they  eall
Tamil FEelam, there has  hboen
virtwally no geeommodotion. - And
as violeugs bas prown the mode.
ke tenlers - in those nsaorily
communitivs buve rapidly. shiank,

Blr.  Jawvewardene and  bdr
Cpndhi ars ikely 1o fnd that if
modcratioa aad gomaromise  do
not producs goick rzzults, thoy
both will b=  imcreasioaly una
popular: with karge scpments of
thoir  majerity communinies.
Alvesdy \le Hindes of Iodiz and
the Sinbalese in S Lapkz are
demanding ussurances of stability
and zecurivy, by sipped g darca

& L e
B MRReREALY,

Both leaders  Tucs teceibls
chinicas, Fhidw ¢pn stew ihe
corse ool omndericion, r.i,s'l-;il‘_-g
the  Daretler  lase of peraaidal
palilise] prowmd indths hops thal
ewentymliy chey will ot the suip
parl ol moderatss Amang the
radicalized minoritics, b [Rwy
cak uablzazsh the winlemss of he
etate to. caarrsd the forgss of
EURATUbiRI. . B0 i CrEsmouse
might well fead o the so-gulled
Indoresian selotion — widesprend
blosdlctiting . the  expschiion
thet toduy’s wiclense will prevent
8 L'l:pzf:.iil'l!'l Lewmiearror ur:,':;xti::r-
dag’s Brataliviss,
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Dcn’ff Be Party to a Pakistani

Joseph S. Nye jr.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

kistan'is pressing ahead with

plans to build a nuclear bomb.
This week the Senate is dealing with
the Reagan administration’s reg-
uest for a six-year, $4.02 billion
economic and military aid package
for Pakistan. Xt must be mindful
that Pakistan has consistently not
feveled with America about its
so-called peaceful nuclear pra-
gram.

In 1981, Alexander Haig, then
secretary of state, told Congresg
that U.S. aid would influence the
shape and direction of Pakistan's
nuclear program. Yet Pakistan
has enriched its uranjum to wea-
pons-grade levels, Pakistanis hava
been caught in Houston illegally
trying to export dewices used in
triggering nuclear explosions and
President Zia ul-Haq has pro-
claimed that Pakistan can build
the bomb whenever it wishes.

Pakistan’s determination has
deep roots. When India exploded
a nuclear device in 1974, Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, then prime minister,
vowed that Pakistan would eat
grass if necessary to keep pace:
If India and its Hindus had the
bomb Pakistan would make sure
that an Islamic nation had the
bomb, too.

In light of Pakistan’s intransi-
gence, some American congress-
men believe that the United States

should passively accept the inevita-

ble. Others say that Pakistan
serves U, 3, foreign policy goals
in the region, acting as host to
thousands of Afghan refugees and
providing a supply line for guer-
rillas resisting Soviet domination
of Afghanistan, We cannot, they
argue, jeopardize those aims by
cutting off aid. :

The writer, professor of govern-
ment at  Harvard University,
was chairman from 1977 te
1979 of the National Security
Council's committee on non-pro-
liferation. He contributed this
comiment to  the New York
- Times. :
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Pakistan has called the bluff
on the nuclear issue. Other coun-
tries are watching, If America
keeps providing unencumbered

-aid and Pakistan continues work

on the bomb, a precedent will
have been set that potential proli-
ferators will scrutinize.

Washington  will increasingly
face such dilemmus as how to

~deal with India, Israel and South

Africa, which hover around the

_threshold  of a first nuclear test.

India has not developed a bomb
despite ifs 1974 explosion of a
crude device. Israel has developed
bombs but not exploded them.

South Africa may be following

Israel’s example,

Fortunately, the dilemma in
Pakistan case is not as sharp as
it first appears. Cutting off all
aid would cost the United States
what leverage it has in trying
to persuade Pakistan not to take
the next nuclear steps. But merely
renewing the aid without new
restrictions would reduce U. 8.
leverage and set a terrible pre-
cedent.

Pakistan has a vital interrest in
U. S. aid and U.S. concern about
its security problems. America
s more important to its security
than is a vulnerable nuclear ar-
senal. Renewal of aid would
indeed demonstrate continuing
concern for Pakistan’s security,
but the Senate should relate parts

FOREIGN NEWS

Bomb

of the aid package to several

American goals,

The United States wants Pak-
istan to aveid a nuclear test that
would force India to reverse its
policy of not building an arsenal.
Thus, legislation passed in 1980
that mandates cutting off assis-
tance to any country that explo-
des a nuclear device should be
left intact,

Yet because Pakistan can still
build an arsenal without an explo-
sion, by using computer models
and the experience of other coun-
tries, Congress should require that

advanced military system and

high levels of economi¢ and mi-
litary aid not be provided unless
the president could reliably certify
that Pakistan was not building
a nuclear arsenal or enriching
large amounts of weapons—grade
muterial,

If Pakistan or India were
willing to take steps to allow
neutral  inspection of nuclear
facilities, or to develop the con.-
cept of South Asiaasa non nuclear
-weapons zone, the United States
should then be prepared to incre-
ase levels of assistance. :

None of these proposed mea-
sures is perfect.  But if Congress
merely renews the aid package,
with no new nuclear conditions,
it will sell short a eritical
national security inferest.

P‘_ak. gets bomb knowhow from

German firm
' BONN, May 2.

fuprinters of modern nuclear
enrichment plant have been
illegally and secretly givento Pakis-
tan by the Cologne-based German
firm, Leybold-Heraeus, the West
Germen weekly Stern, has alleged.

In a detailed account of how
West  German firms have been
helping Pakistan expand its “‘bomb
business,  “The weekly said
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in its curreat issne that “Gene-
ral Zia will have more than one
or two atom-bombs a year. He
wants a whole arsenal of nuclear
weapons. For this purpose, he
needs, besides the existing nuc-
lear pilot plant (Kahuta) a second
bomb-factory”, the magazine says.

The firm, according to Ste'rn,
bad been helping Pakistan’s bomb-

(Comfnued on page 18)
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Living Standards Decline
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FOREIGHN MEWS

of military spending

Billions of dollars of this country’s

social

wealth is spent on the military. The decisions
about where thiz money will go are determined
by the few with political power: Their aim is ta

maet the
maximum profic.

other forms of
military iiems
oidaleie.

speading (s thut
Become Iapidiy
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like the foed stamp program.
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of this role for the other in-
dustrialized  countries. Never-
theless, the English invasion of
the Malvinas-Falklands Islands
proves it is not only the U, 8,
Military that defends capitalism.

Every aspect of the military
spending problem points to further
~attacks on  the workers. This
resulis in driving down our con-
ditions of life even further. And
there are no military solutions.
War will be aimed at workers
in other countries, and the fighting
will be done by U. 8. workers —

not the arms merchants, military |-

contractors, or financiers. War
today will not provide jobs, food,
housing and health care for wor-
kers. It will make the economy
worse and increase political re-
_pression.

Look at the possibilities. There ¢
could be another Grenada. There |
invasion forece was

the 11 5.

about equal to the entire popul- |

ation,
cconomy. It legitimized more
U. 8. military oppression abroad.

The other possibility is a nuclear |

war, That probably would end
!ﬁe as we know it. The real risk
is that a local, non nuclear conflict
can escalate to a nuclear war.

Political Power Sl

We have to ask how and why
we got into this mess and what
we can do about it.
about where these hundreds of
billions of dollars are spent are
-made by those with political
power. They are made to meet
the needs of business to make the
mMaximum protit. .

The hundreds of billions of
dollars spent on the military is
part of the social weaith belonging
to all of us. If we want that
money spent differently, we must
-have the political power to do so.
The ‘capitalists are not giing to
hand that power to us; we must
take it. We need to build a
socialist  system that wuses the
economy and the military to de-
fend the workers against some
other real threats: hunger, hope-
elessness,  and - destitution. We
need a  socialist  system

Grenada did not help our |

The decisions |

that

would benefit workers, the major-

ity of the world’s population, and
bring about the end war altogether.

— Peopic’s Tribuue
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A govékhmeht deep in déb;t

A requirement for high military
spending and economic siimulation
is g government deep in debt. The
U.S. government now owes more
than $200 trillion — every year this
debt gets bigger by $200 billion!

The debt raises interest rates.
This means the capitalists must
pay more fo invest in  Hew
machinery and eguipment. To
remain competitive, they have to
buy new equipment such as com-
puters ondrobals. Low investments
nakes some firms less competitive,
reducing employment, and helping
cause the economy o stagnale
even more.

Also some 70 percent of all
research capability in the United
States now works for the military.
Since this spendihg does noi pro~
duce anything of use to anybody
but the military, this also causes
stagnation, It does not feed
people, it does not house people,
and it is not the best way of
developing new technology. In
that sense it is a burden on the

economy. But it is the only way
the capitalist economy can go;
each step bringing itself deeper
into the debt mire.

Sooner or later, the develop-
ment. of weapons leads to their
use. Today there isa multi-billion
arms trade, fed by the United
States, and involving profiteers
from Israel, England, the Middie
Eagst, and ether countries. These |
arms are used to assist Coniras
in Nicaragua pro-Western rebels
in Angola, or drug dealers in New
York City. To the international
arms merchants, it doesn’t matter.

All this is a result of and adds
to an increasingly unstable world
economy. A worldwide increase in
the resistance of workers is also
evident. War has become a real
possibility as the capitalists move
{6 maintain their control — but 50
has peace, as workers direct their
activity dgainst the. ecapitalist
system to obigin the necessities of
life, and peace itself. e

— People’s Tribune

Pak. gets . . .
{Continued from page 16}

project for the last [0 years,
mostly via Switzerland. Parts for
the second wranium enrichment
plant in Pakistan were produced

in Switzerland, according to the

blueprints supplied by Leyboeld-
Heraevs, which deals in high tech
and electronics.. '

The magazine published a sketch
of the blueprints and claimed
that Pakistan was plainning to
acquire its second factory on
the models of Urenco, the Dytch-

British-West Germen consortivm,
which ran a huge uraniutn-enti-

chment plant in Holland and

inaugurated a second plant 1o

Digitized by. Noolaham-Foundation.
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“iions

the West German town of Gronau
in. Westphalia in July 1986.

-Urenco  served as the  main
institution - for training for Dr,
Abdul Qader Khan, *““Father” of
“Islamic atom bomb”. From
here, Dr. Khan later smuggled
blueprints of the Urenco plant
to Pakistan in 1975, But Urenco
it is gaid, lins developed four
new genarations of the plant
since  Dr. Khan- illegally acq-
uired the old ones

The Cologne custom-criminal
~police and public prosscutors
have launched serious investiga-
against the firm, said to
be the main organiser of the
‘Pakistani *“atom-deal” in western
Europe. —PTI : i
: - — Hindu
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COLOMNIAL

AGRARIAN CHANGE

Plantations and Underdevelopment

5. Sathananthan
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indicate that the stage of formal

subsumption of labour power has

been reached, and that the real
subsumption of labour power is
in progress. But because the
hegemonic force is foreign capital,
. the real subsumption of labour
power takes a distorted form.
-An instance of this distortion,
ie., the emergence of barn owners,
is brought out by the study on
the impact of a TNC on peasant
~ agriculture {sce Section E below).

Finally, a note on methodology:
de Silva appears to have adopted
an approach based on identifying
‘limiting factors’ and then ex-
plained differences observed bet-
ween development and under-
development with referencs to
the operation of one or more
limiting factors. Such an appoach
does not reveal the dynamics of
underdevelopment.

Instead, what needs to be
examined is a distortion in class
differentiation under the hegemony
of foreign capital as an aspect
of underdevelopment of capita-
lism; which has to be carried
out with reference to the class

nature of the colonial State and

its role in class formation vis—
a-vis the weak sgrarian bourg-
eoisie within a2 CMP. This task
has yet to be performed in
Sri Lanka.

POLICY OF PEASANT
RESETTLEMENT

(a) Background to State policy

In his second essay, on ‘Some
Aspects of the Evolution and
Implementation of the Policy of
Peasant Resettlement’, Shanmu-
garatnam re-stated his thesis:
that ‘the colonial economy had
mainly a pauperzing and not a
proletarianizing  effect on the
peasantry’ and  he intro-
duced the subject as follows: ‘a
_policy of peasant resettlement
presupposes not only the exis-
tence of landless and near land-
less peasants but the non-exis-
tence of non-agricultural avenues
of employment’

He elaborated further that the

introduction of Universal Fran-

chise in 1931 ‘marks a turning
point in the attitude of political

power holders towards the pea-

20

(1) to

1929,

santry’, As a result, colonization
shemes are said ‘to have been
designed

‘placate an impoverished
peasantry . . . in the context
of electoral politics’, and

(2) to increase food production
in the post-depression period
of the 19303 (p. 66-67)

In the 1930s, colonization sche-
mes did serve the purposes of
increasing employment levels and
maximising gross output of paddy.
But as discussed above,  the
strategy of peasant reseftlement
had been conceived by the colonial
State in 1867 and were formula-
ted by Brayne in early 1920s
in an entirely different context,
in order to ensure security of
the colonial State.

In 1920, Government Agent
C.V. Brayne observed that, among
paddy cultivators in the Eastern
Province, the ‘small proprietors’
were being dispossessed by the
‘capitalists’ and noted that the
former were being transformed
into ‘cultivators or coolies’. In
1927, Governor Clifford voiced
concern over proletarianization
in the Wet Zone: he expressed
anxiety over the fact the Ceylonese
agricultural labourers on rubber
estates had increased to 149 of
total labour employed on these
estates. Indicating that an increase
in indegenous labourers could
threaten political stability of the
colonial States, he argued that
employment of Ceylonese labou-
rers should be discouraged and
that they should be settled on
land if the ‘prosperity’ of the
colonial economy was tc be
‘adequately maintained’.

Thus, policy deliberations were
not influenced by consideration
of electoral politics, which became
relevent only after 1931: nor
were they dominated by a need
to rapidly raise output levels
in food production, because im-
ports of rice from the Indian
sub-continent were available and

“the shortage of foreign exchanae
“did not assume serious

propor-
until.  the Depression of
Even the question of non-
availability of non-agricultural
employment did not loom large.

tions
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Instead, Policy deliberations

reveal an anxiety over the expan-

sion of indigenous wage labour
in agriculture. Both Brayne and
Clifford were not primarily con-
cerned with flandlessness’;

instead, they were keen that indi-
genons wage labourers were al-

ready employed, and those who
may seek employment in the
futore, shold preferably be
resettled. :

(b) Pauperization and agrarian
populism : :

Just as proletarianization was
described by the Narodniks in
the Russian Debates as being
the result of the farmer having
‘little attachment™ to land, in
Sri Lanka it was attributed to
‘the improvidence of the farmer’.
To arrest this process, or to
‘snarantee against the “vlcer of
the proletariat’”, the Narodniks

had proposed the ‘inalienability

of allotments’; and in Sri Lanka,
the colonial State fell back on a
form of ‘protected - tenure’,
namely, a conditional lease in
perpetnity, under the 1935 Land
Development Ordinance (LDO).

The principal objective was
to re-establish the union between
the direct producer and means
of production and, more impor-
tantly, to preserve this wunion,
When Russian Populists had ad-

vanced a similar strategy, Lenin
argued in 1894 that class differ-’

entiation cannot be suppressed
in a commodity economy and
that any *prohibition’ imposed on
the disposal of land would ‘lead ...
to land being leased secretly’,
which argument has been borne
out in Sri Lanka with respect
to colouization schemes. Prole-
tarianization, through the illegal
alienation of land, in colonization
schemes has given rise to defacto
capitalist farmers and wage labo-
urers, showing that setilement

programmes have at best delayed

the effect of proletarianization
for some sections of the peasantry.

Moreaver, the ‘green revolution’
of the past two decades has
accelerated proletarianization in
agriculture as a whole. Estimates
reveal that as a result, the

(Continued on page 27)
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Todin of course bad nooplinns
Time wws Tonoing sue:  Ske hal
Lo sent Bewwy  bndostoy- sn lins
wilh population. prowth and e
fence requiretdents. A tremoncdons
amuunl’ of cpower  was cguirteid
bor apprrieulturul and  indascrinl
grinwth, jolyv dréation, ‘aod socml
infrocture for an exploding pimoalu-
cipn,  Indiz oeeded modern dfe-
lemps gnpability (v gounler rrovrins
11"“11:'.'.1].' H.E'tii'ir}' nu  her bordera
and in the Lolian- Oeean, &1l
her diplomatic isistives on the
{8 122 bzving ‘.:-:i_rg virtually
vetomd,

Professor Ramuape =aid. how-
evet Lhal Cevlon's scale of power
regiirement  was difforenl o oanad

IO merewites of

that we had several alierigtlovas
fur dhs nadlear ceptian  Hawsywer
he . stvoased that ic wasabacbolcly
e saty Liat wo intendify beain-
v ol e Physicists, Beginesrs
aml Ehemisty indugleaT diseiplines
Trom now on beaguse e dee ol
nuclerr techpiguss wis not Jimited
1o power generation, sz explained
taut the very rizid controls sxer-
ciged o the operition of 2adializn
cquipment wid  the bundling of
radicictive malerials bad to o bo
oailt imto ths brhavioursl reficaes
of & now geoedetion of scieniists,
Lahoratany workcds, plant Eng-
ineers techmeizag and allservies
g ersoiriel sonozeted with dba
pec iy indastey. . Theie thinking
anad’ thews  megpanses had o he
corditonted by A pew o osat oef
prigriiiss the st imporfant of
vwhich ! wenss Woiwans walely find
proservation ol s aolict environ-
ment,  Automution  coulh  ooly
meel =uch  pricrities hold  war
A& mew species ol sciepfizt and
tnztusirinl worker hod  to he
crented

At this stupe Professer Ramesnn
oinde a4 veEry penerons offcr: He
swidh that Indis wai prepedcd to
Eran abnet tweney Cevlahicie Engs
assrs dih BuiEntas a wbar on
Bl Autiomis = aspiects ol Sl
-\:I'.ginEeTju_:; vl Peseara ., HieosgidgeE
Iz hd ArTiTn g 3t]'._'.ig'|'||; U
tir T sl Ll [!m's,l,*:"lnel cpmt
e anclser oower  serhioms o and
fesgarih  eslabliihmenls - in Indin
for drindng T His weg nenrly two
veurs ages  Foodale there iz po
indigeiion: thit Sri Lanka  hos
tuken np bis  offec thoogh wow
bnd them pewa dezki oout af on-
aoing pemotivtioos with malioni.
tionale ‘oifering oncloar teelinalogy
sl how uttractive cach affer hag
besn of prodfocoa vanging  rom
pilot reactors to design, cdnsiriag-
tion and imdtiamantataen ol myeleur
rascarch cotres,

To - some  people chers i b6
phumonr in going toucighbevaring
Tnadin For sxpertise.. The hright
Lahts agd Besh Spots of L
Went arz morsatirictive though
maltinaticoal techialogy will come
in acaled madoles  with  dollar
tags o eagh aalele yad dowlstfag
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gaaraniees;  They mav. mot sren
cary b ogmser exizting ropalationg
aheriat - sufery cind  enviTonmentul
paliation brosyse many suchk repu-
latins: “ace  Sdditidant o the
ifniminrn EAEA requisements, g
are legally eaforeed zaly i their
wouniries aod” nof Cine odrsd ln
Gagl  sewbemis . teadered obmalcte
T such - Taws pay find Ciheir
wily  hesc.

The Tnowr e cand - deginiog
affered Ny Tndia is o valoaiils
bocoaas hosause AL 0d nat 19caE
button techanlags: Te - wili be
fundamenta] ol wpelisd  noe.
Tedee ihal will leul to o a proli-
feratioaal puclent lechniouss wnd
skills gn wll fzlds wad aot mecsly
Lo gompetedcs in GPeranae turnkey
projecls  sold o uso by others
wibtioar vl degonnsitssioning
know how. Even withour Ening
nucleil, ouf poawer barepsorals,
dona's zeem tin he nple ro depan-
mizsion the Parisian Gas Turbioes
they ere saihilled with.  Peorhaps
in s coeatty  eciimissisoing
provizcs 1iore stiractive incentives
taan decomrmissioning.

South Asia, . .
CCoR M eesd . from Sape i)

S e e e

s way anany of his topeotlsgsues
da- cenlled’ Paklstan o “Iivm
fricnid" amd g Malose ally ! whase
friemisnio Like Bei Tourku’y, had
passed’ Yihe sterocst lest,
Whont Pakistan ix to-the LFS.,
Fodine is to e Soviet  Unisn
Mr. Gorbachev wmade thor  elesr
#hen b viaved India s mark
the Z5th aeniversicy of the Tadoo
Sovict Tragty,  Oa Way 9th, My,
oorhachey gocosed  Sexierand
forces™ ol irving to de sinhiljce
M, Bajiv Guadbi's povernoeut,

Slowly huc zozely 8Bri Lanka's
fasleciop cthave tonlliot fas besn
Iransfnrmad iobewnntionz] crisiy
that threslens oot only it polite
Bt its seenrity Ic does o fook
as if cunesaentizlly domestic cons
Elict 3 mow a regional jssoe with
just the poszibility of heine drepred
il the wortex - of SopErpovesc
nekitios. Wil = Shelpless littls
istand cuter the Fiaal circle — the
wazsplored  foms - of ) ultimate
danpce?
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'__jro{“Malathi and Radhika,

with fove "

Welcome Back, Home

| wrote to you quite earl)-r in my FOTTOW ~—
i think 'twas ip '83, soon after our parting —
'-lop:ng that in the duys after tomorrow

I could reuch you by sharing

My words, my only means, my glft

Te you when you needed it most,

To prevent you drift

Away from me to a2 haunted past or an alien coast

Now and forever more.

What eise could | do except to write!

Of course, | could have let out an impotent roar,
Or out of sheer spite

Cut, chopped, shot, blasted, wour'dad

Set fire to selected homes,

_Joined the mobs and hounded

The young znd the old like gargoyled gnomes
Quite bitter and born to fast
Longer than all of us cast
In our winding, tossing, Island raft.
# # L
Where was 12 Yes, in 1983! | wrote to remind
That s our old, common ties
I could share and hold in my mind
The grief that writhed in your voiceless cries;
To tell you that | zm still yours;
That your fate is mine;
That symbols, tribes and fears
Raised so high to define
Causes only torture the living,
Our causes that run in our blood
Drag us deep inte floods of bleeding
From veins of faith, so good, warm red, and then dead
Isn’t it true that despite all evil
There is no mcrzl, reason or cause to kill?
Kililng to clean stains, twists and imperils
Our peoples’ immortal civil will,

So much 1 ga_there‘d-fmm. your thoughts, so fine,

b
it 'was late in coming, It's now ...... yes 'B6.

But | read and re-read and memorised your lines,
thould wa new let memories play {unny tricks?
Or bury them with the politics of the dead?

Death lends its grim musk te 2l nssasins:
Your killers look the same as mine and ] dread

The blank, eysless stare rising from our past sins.

~Their causes are excuses, my friend,

To forget, az you say, the gentle ways,

Qur shared past where we could depend

On ocur common human  base. ;
My krother tells his wife — your cousin — in his arms

That no state or politics can give.

Her his respect or his love turned into psalms

Of ‘praise for -all her Kind. You've seen the vindictive

Bullet, shot, erase all trace of our human base.
I've seen no state embrace with such grace and warmth,
You might remember, or didn't 1 tell you the cas
Qf my fafher cutting short his usual, long bath
And rushing to give blood to your sister

When the state was paralysed in '837

My uncie, though ill, gave shelter

And clothing and rice with ghee.

| despaired then... but not now, :

Mot after having read your long-awaited letter,

I cannoc thank you enough and tell you how

Much | value it. It makes me fzel better.

It gives me hope that soon .. yes very soon,

You will be with me. Peacs cannot be far away

If you, you who turned away from me in my cotonn,
Keep writing to me in that vein to ahay

The worst of all my fears.

Oh what a feast there will be

In my heart and house as the day nears

Your arrival. Then you shall praise our THANGACHEE,

She...she cooks the best porie) and paoyasam,
four cousin’s khoof is a delicious amalgam.
You may find her crab curry a bit het

But that's what my brother likes a lot.

And if you watch them from the corner of your eye,
Or stay long enough you will realise

That their lives belie all politics.

They do not shout slogans or bask in antics
To disenchant you or cry. And so

You will grow to love their love grow more.
Thelr love is a blossom, believe you me.

Of a graft from the Bo and Palmyrah trees.
It leaps from out tender earth and try

To reach out promised sky,

This you will sse,

“And this you may agree

Is the dream that came trus to dispel political fies
Before our own incredible eyes.

# & : oW
P52

The other day, whilst chit-chatting
With THANGACHEE, | asked. ...

| was hesitant but | asked:

“Can we ever forgive and forget
She said, in between smiles, ..., i
You know, her, siow-moving smiles:
“| heard somebody say, Akks,

That forgiving is not forgetting,

- Fergiving s remembenrg to forget.”

~H. L. D, Mahmdapala
: Victorla, Australia

‘Digitized by Noolaham-Foundation:
. noolaham.org { aavanaham.org
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MOTES ON THEATEE
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Lorca’s Bernada

layadeva Uyansoda

-Hﬂn_iir'.i Crheyeerkera™s Sinhil
1'!!:'L'||ﬂ|'.-r:",'.|||a of Fedefies Gar=
ela s Loeds e Hovwe o8 Ber-
iy Alhe' opcoed i the Lionel
Yerndt theaire on Mureh 1T
Porhitpe s convey the pozenee
of Leten’s origingl, the prodncor
bars muoet the Sanhsla wEpcion
af it ederpadage Ripimi Gera'h
[Liernsci’s - Prisort Housey, — Tha
sulnitituiion  of 0 SIlouse™  for
UPrison’ seciig Uhiite” apt, #ince
Lomoa’s ploy doaly ik oa amaicia
vpehel wad fovdal hoensehald which
1800 micraca=m aT the fepies-
sive: und gathoritucinn  2ocic:
gl terwl order i agraring Spain
infhe early Il conenry.

The present plav is bascd on
v Binbala tranglation’ dane by
Ragjini - Okheveseksry in. 1971
Ihat vear, the Bighala Dyaida
Socicty of Peradeniva Tlaiveraicy
apongaced the proguction of the
play, and il opened oo April 4
But the pliy copld pot procicd
too the nest  might.  The  yaath
inswsreetion: of Apcil T beoke
ol b following day and  the
afaglment of  #Rernodype  Sigic
Gy bl to be pat off inde-
finstely. In rebrospect: it gesma
it the suspension ol the theo-
irical Mipidaeya was profoundly
seimbmlic of the immediale poli-
tigal €venisto come,  Duite Lite-
rully, ‘prison devs: besan 1o
opan:ie oelesame (hosiands of
younp nei Al women &8 new
inmates!

To gu ‘back to  the foctaphor

“af she prisan houss, Lares'splay

sxpmmines the gomplexicy agd
conllich arisiag vut of atiiarchal
dotninstion, aml the dosire aind
impoasibil ity o escapa feon thit
dominstion,  ‘There w1 vers
spenific soomd order againd whih
Loces.  prlpess ) bis - ehgirSiers,
samely. tle mpcarian cud i ryside
ol eorbr teentisth Conliry Spain,
particularly Andalusic o Sogsh-
e Eveope in Toely,  Parngral
[The writer f5 a Isofurcr g
Pelitical soipnes af - e Colznibn
Llniverssiy, }

in Sinhala

noit Spain — the-agrapian sodiey
had pemained  pocubiaely Teadul
evem.  meebal o the  cevid-pwensied
gontnry, Whek  lasallundism e
matncd - baslorily unpapehed by
changes that were Laking . place
il zities,  tho “agrasian enl-
tore, . Blorg vl A eaap—smed jeval
aicial milee, Bl absorbed the
fopressive elemienls of the Imedis
el Cibatir eullore. ~Berpads;
tive widowsd matriich, i aw
smboliment of that anthoritariag
sibpio—gultural Yormetion. T
une=ilimensionality of her gltarag
bei —the will (o domioute, T
mess ol -her orthodox class  and
personal valuze,  iascositivicy 1o
emotional aod  Bioleeical: nesils
of her daughtars and Uhe defep-
minatichn s Wall :1|'|I1_.'|}|_'|r.{}"5 Hight
to Freedom — indbicutes mmore than
g ostroelure of persenn]l churaster
eroit: of one individaal, 1t 8 M
bolizes the power wnd ripidicy
of an éndire soeio—eultucal for-
mation - Tha' Tight’ from  this
warld of auhority and domina.
tion gy well remzin g fantssy,
afy Eliempt too cacapa 15 30 el
of zelt-desteuction. :

Even the oxeccise of fancasy
if the world of Bermads sod her
howscliodd 4. woto g pdivilego.
Itis a highly political act. sinca
it involves the guestion of power
gnd  manipuliiion operating at
Gilfarant levels. - Tt:is this cheme
T abirk, vhet Lores deals with
ur I mhie, | despite the degeps
Chvely symple narsative  sizpizmy
ul Elus teie,

Locer's play s€ems (o exsmine
the conflict between the will 1o
dominaie dnd “the @il 1o rosist
13 cdidt=rent diderisions s 31 the
one baad. Bernade®s tuls aver
her five datghiers finds ik neg-
sive curiiomlaben Cine the' wouny
women's: Sollavice: thaueh relyg:
il te accepl thet  mairiaréhwl
Tegime:  Hpwever,  cverylonsin
117 hovschald does fat  redst
apdinst authkority - in lhe  savne
degres aml fntensily. The  wij]
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taresist ol wnsvenbyo distribuged
wmons  the  fiwe youns Tramsi.
1o whis origons of Cmatiiarehal
ordar,the  symboiie - lothad” ot
Tepresaats freedam -0z lowe waith
a o U1 ialninlly shnea o ds
fonrasy — pn Ezpape ineo the other
wrosld,  the warkd cof Tomanes:
Rartivie, the-cldest Saughos b
g maaring 4d ard CAdily, Lhe
20 pear old, Cdraw  [Renuselues
o= oalifliel  overs-Fape, B
yoalg peasant. Toowin Pepe's
bove, thas,  Becapisst an uct of
preafenil importincs For hoth
sfsilers,  For Murlicio, it would
te the Telillment of sociad and
gender wecsssity — the marriage.
Bor “Tor Adlela,  the most sones
suoiks of the five sisteiz.
would mean perronal, emolionl
ansl Cseanin T likeration. AL ghe
end, Adsle fails 1o =clifewe lier
this — worldly liboealion, Wuode Lo
belisve by e adwecsacy in
romuaes - Marcicir, 20 Frpe wis
shot “dead by the ‘mioiber., che
commity saicids. The deathh af
the - fzimmes . of © {ke -d=sh’ thica
finds  rbs  fcslatic | uttesancs i
Bornada®™s wvelcs o "My voungest
donghter: Sied “n wirgin™.

Tangind Oheyesekera’s Sinhala
tranchctzon', wa o she pielers tao
calt af, of Lorow™ play: hos e
el fime when o Binhats - wdip-
latiuns. of two other importunt
Furopesn plavs pem ons Etune.
While ¥ijitha Gararatna.  Xoowi
for --his Biahalaversions. of
Brecot's -ptave, hae dizceted the
Ainhala prodnetain ol Dario Fo'a
“Foe  Accidontal Death of an
Anurchist™ - ander the  Sinfala
name: SAARRT (Lvideaec) Sigd.
thapala da Silvu, o voleran piiy-
righty Bas bunmched o pramd
theateicn ] projsci. e hss ad-
apted’ v Siphaln Peter Waise’
Crzrvran’ ploy,  The Arinl wad

cemenntions ot Tean Paal Moarar a8

Liregted by Marguis e Sade
atil - plaved by the' inmates  of
Charinglon AT, Taken gt
ther, ihsee thros plivs constitute
o exceliont dh=idcigal appaido-
nity Fors the Binhuals audicacs to
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discover the depth of Eurcpean
- continental theatre,

Let me take Ranjani’s *Sipiri
Geya’ to raise a few questions
involving the genne of transla-
tion. When one compares Sipiri
Geya with Sakki and Marat Sade,
one realizes the inherent limita-
tions of translation as opposed
1o adaptation. The guestion here
relates to both the theatrical
formm as well as the argumenta-
tive essence of the play. Watching
Sipiri Geya and comparing the
Sichalese text with the English
translation of Lorca’s
text — the Sinbala translation is
based on the English one — T felt
that there was something import-
ant missing in it; that is, the
power and the poetic beauty
- which Lorca creates in his play.

How has this happend in Sipiri
Geya? In order to find an ans-
- wer, one may turn the question
around and direct it° to Sakki
and Marat Sade. How is it that
the latter two plays have retained
the power and beauty of the
original texts and even created
a new an autonomous sense of
aesthetic ~ beauty and force?
Although the formulation of the
question in this fashion is not
unproblematical, it would enable
us to go beyond the limitations
of mere comparison, The most
effective aspect of Sugathapala
de Silva’s play is that it has a
profoundly autonomous identity
despite the FACT that it is a
Sinhala version of an European
play.
a group of factors. First of
all, Sugathapala de Silva’s thea-
trical strategy, whether it resem-
bles the original or not, has the
power to project the entire play
as one with a dynamic of its
own within the ambience of the
political and = social experience
of the Sri Lankan theatre-goer.
This Marat Sade has achieved
even though it deals with the
- postrevolutionary French experi-
ence in the late 18th and early
19th centuries. In order to ex-
perience -the poetic beauty, the
intellectual depth and the poli-
tical subtlety of the debate bet-
ween Marat and Sade, one would
not feel the mneed to turn to
the original German text or its

24

Spanish -

‘anarchist

This identity comes from

English translation. Using a pro-

fessional and well-orchestrated

cast, Sugathapala has been able
to create, and not merely to
translate or reproduce, a drama-
tic effect which ne other con-
temporary Sri Lankan play can

conceivably claim to rival. A

large part of this effect is also
created by a highly evocative
theatrical idiom, in terms of
both dialogue and performance.

The achievement of Sakki, on
the other hand, lies in the
rather delicate way in which
the central argument of the
original play is translated into
the Sri Lankan experience, Cen.
tered on the death of an arrested
in the hands of the
police, Dario Fo's original play
conducts its argument using a
narrative strategy which is some-
what unfamilliar to the experi-
ence in societies like ours. The
central characters of the debate
in the play are a chaplinesque
anarchist and a police officer
who represent the two extreme
opposite ends of the social and
political spectrum.. While the
anarchist stands for disorganiza-
tion and total rejection of the
existing order, the police officer
represents  law-and-order and
the status quo. The debate bet-
ween law-and-order and its total
rejection in terms of wurban
Italian political culture, if
derectly translated into Sinhala,
would not have made much
sense. Therefore, Vijitha Guna-
ratne, in his Sinhala production,
has transformed the argument as
one taking place between a revolu-
tionary and the police, a medium
closer to the Sri Lankan expe-
rience. This, indeed, involves
the question of choice which
makes the relationship between
the original play and its adap-
tation in a different experiential
reality somewhat tense. This

tension, I think, is an unaveid-

able one, precisely because of
the central problem cof transia-
tion/adaptation—geare.

Now, Ranjini Obesekera’s *trans-
lation’ seems to have avoided the
challenge arising out of this
tensions between the original and
the translations, It does not
appear to have served her pro-
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faithfulness of

“place in Bernada’s house,

duction well.  For, Ranjini’s
Sinhala text is too literal a
translation of the English one
to convey the power and intensity
of the conflict among those living
in Bernada’s household, In some
key dramatic moments of the

play, which are crucial to the
conduct of the ceniral argument
presented by Loreca, the Sinhala
versions, both in the text and on
stage, defuses iis own intent.
The episode at the end of Act
IT is a case in point. Here, the
exchange between Bernada, Adela
and Martirio over the story of
an unmarried peasant woman
killing her new-born child not
only reveals the different dimen-
sions of the three characters, it
also builds up the conflict in the
household, particulaly the argu-
ments for domination and escape,
in a poignantly intense manner.
The peasant girl who killed her
child, and is now about to be
killed by the villagers she is one
unseen character in Lorca’s play
is a symbol wvery important to
the argument. In this  small
episode, the debate takes place
at more than one level, The
moral argument of Bernada and
Martirio is for punishing the
peasant girl who has committed
the sin of the fiesh. For Adela,
whose love for Pepe, the young

peasant, defies the Christian-
matriarchal morality, the event
has a prophetic significance.

Thus, the entire argument deve-
loped in Act II boils down to
two very short statements: “‘Kijll
her ! Kill her! by Bernada and
*No! No! by Adela, The literal
the Sipiri Geya
to the words of the original has;
unfortunately, failed io transiate
the essence of this episode on
stage.

A key problem involving trans-
tation of plays is how to capture
and rteproduce  certain complex
areas of the theatrical strategy
of the original. The assumption
that Lorea’s play is a simple
one is - somewhat misconstrued,
Although the entire play takes
there
is a complex grid through which
the audience is expected fo view
this feudal and matriarchal

{Contined on page 27)
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Capital flight: How Third World elites
bleed their own countries white

Shiraz Kazssam

1 eoppline of - Peedinand

Mareos and Baby Drog Duwvi-
bLigr liag forosed o mctention oo
Lhe wazlth these oliggrchs giasived
abrual —gappins Jocal coononias,
dppiniag central banlk ' peoaried
amd [oreing Dationms close o oot
over Lhe brink of “deht moma-
tarinms.

The recent plonge: in the priee
of  ail Jandrengwmeid corisas Lol
thz pil-grporting debtors bas ones
apiin Poguscd  avcation oo the
sinject  melody  Wants o talx
ahont,

A Bleqics Cily newepnper 1ecen-
tly pubkizhed a st of 375 numes
of - Mexicaw watinnals, ecach of
whotm has al least TT531 million
i depasits wilh Toreigh  Iapka
The exposurs ul ithese "Sacadols
appst — propie who fake et
diotlars — gamsed a0 uprase aq it
coiccided with Merisg pleading
for: TIS%15 bitlion of new Tireizn
Laans this veur Lo pverbinsalvency

Tha African state of Zaire s
fhe el cxampls ol hos' the
cascads of cepital odtfow. cono
become the key elemeat in debe
penpaps. For ' almost L0 yotss
thesountey has: stambled - from
onsdelit erised fo0 the nExt. The
gz anieal bhas seldom hoco abis
Lo serviee it Todedgn deli, which
il it apoond TIS54.2 bhillicen
Al owhe fend of TERE  And yor,
:':.-:_:|:||1'||ir|,a._ tai ke Creriviain |]'J.'|‘!l'|i.|3.a
tisa, SN Fied, Che Febalnes wealih
of  Fayee®s longlime sbraggman
blobmta Seln o and R edan
armceuits o hetween TISE4 and %4
Tl linee, anvesied 1 S acoianls
and foreizin renl esipbe-

daire miy be the mo:st Blulaot
exarmple il fhe Chemorrhage of

e Ehirciz  Kosrem 18 on
acanomist and freclonce  four-
malisg based in Londom, who
priter o seeerdi  wnapazineg
wmil ReEparers.

| The transfer of capital by rick  Frordh Warld

indheicnale fno fo forsfgn hanks and realestals is fhe

grest unspoken Fosue of Third World debe.

FRodeat - |

shudias indicate 5§ cash fiovw of astounding  praporiions .
The rich countries Ganefit from increased invastiments.
The poor countries sre blad wilits apd ecapnol  pay

thelr dalis.
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The political impact of this
wealth transfer was observed by

a worried Federal Reserve official.
He was concerned that the
growing middle class in  many
developing countries could become
disepchanted with ‘the role of
capitalism ... especially as the

income dmtubut:on becomes very

distorted” — with the  wealthy
protecting their assets off-shore,
while the majority bears the

bront of austerity measures at

home.

The fuel that perpetuates this
‘financial motion machine’ s
provided by the global banking

system which, wittingly or unwit-

tingly, continues to finance a
cash outflow, undermining repay-
ments  on the debt mountain
feft behind. :

It is estimated that - gt least
half of Citibank’s JInternational
Private Banking (IEB) assets of
over US$26 billion probably
belong to Latin Americans. This

compares with Citibank’s  total
loan exposure to the ‘Big Four’
-—- Brazil, Mexico Argentina and
Venezueia — of
billion. Hence, even
for loans to the rest of
Latin America, Citibank, one of
the most aggressive - ‘private
bankers’, probably comes close

to owing more money to Latin

Americans than it is owed,

So while Latin America cons
tinues to have high rations of
foreign assets to debts, wages

and budgels are slashed, UNICEE

estimates that up to 150 million
Latin - Americans  now live in
‘abselote poverty’ — and  capital
flight goes on. Nor is there any
discussion of re-capturing these
assets to reduce foreign debts,

A possible solution is ‘coercive
mebilization® — strategy to mobi-
lize privately-owned foreign as-
sets for debt servicing. The
term ‘War Economy’ is currently
in vogue as a metaphor among

about USS10.3 -
allowing

Latin American politicians trying

to rally support for the wage
They need to
remember that both Britain and.
- France

and budget cuts.

tesorted  to  coercive
mobilization during both world
wars. Their nationals were com-
pelled to register all foreign

securities with the treasury, which’
iiquidated them as needed, paying

the owners in local currency

_ bonds.

Ou - the other side of the
fence, the governments and banks
in indostrizlized nations must
weigh their their own role in

-attracting and harbouring a vast

outpouring of capital from LDC
debtors. = Should ‘tension bred

by ‘austeritv bubbls over, the

major banks that inadvertently
helned finance the capital exodus

could find themselves bargaining

with a new set of poveruments

far less willing to pick up a
tab run up by discredited elites.

— Thitd World Network Features

* % % % % % %

Radio controlied
Computerised meters
Can be summoned to your doorstep
No call up charge within city limiis
Vehicle access from selected stands
Receipts issued on request
Company credit available,

ACE RADIO

Call 501502, 501503, 501504

Aset Ltd.

254, Galle Road, Colombo 4.

26

Bigitized by Naolaham Foundation:

~_noolaham.ory | aavanaham.org




The crisis. . .
fCantivied from poge 3

on. apgpimet of Mo thndby’s
politicn] and  persocal o
ELGE, pusied Tw o his owo adi-
il opposition, the DMK, hos
Decoms mors asseriively - oigrd-
womonss ol Delhi, “te strensthen

the vear Yase  of -the’  Timit
rejistanec. DRl fad ot azauk
oo MG s X million dallss

‘hmmaniterian o wid® ©afer, Tt
gieing adasi-diplomyiic sanetion
oA iptereen i b move, YA T
oanidhic manled  diplarztic ties
with &0 Lk - euf)

President MR has hewn' guoick
1o mnke defensivg cnisieroinnwes,
CH) o He: hus " impecased pin be
NP BB e that ey sheeodil not
a8zoeidte other oppasitiod (demng-
Jraticy-partiz’ amd  its suppertera
with “the I¥P Seninst which he
hai oidercd @ tourh czack down
(he) thezll-piastiay coalercnoe will
he  psecnyvened  toc dizcpis the
Provinzial “Conngjls Proposal of
Tarc 1986, The weitured Tamil
Teaders of (ke goveroment grcap
including - some  miiistsra, wil
doubiless” welcame  this. {e) a
distinotion s still being wade
EBetween kXelhi and Rajiv on the

T :ll-l'.':ll.|I and "i':'l.ru‘iEn:||||,|I o1l
fhe" ofher,

But'chese  moves., moy o only
shaipen  diforancs:  within  ibe
UkE fcadership awd rapk-ungd:
file, ‘alrcady gz  pronoupced.

WEith  apear—radal wpftonsl oonssn-
rus, anil the Fullest; cxicrrul
support, Mrs, 11 crushed the F¥P
ImALFfCerina,.  Fhe  LMP  lacks
boche o Cne coplieon s mililary
rale dip o the wocth,” o ‘oocionzl
ECEITi LY wlate’s gn o b Soarth with
i Ziz-Fedciu vpe Toend e pethia-
meptarm’,  Beeaowith Pakidrani,
bsraeli or any oiher: "soctrdy!
DECK BN, Hoommwl svari e e
grizia has sone oo S Baoth
sltmations  will' fer wrbras s Cand
this dooble, infec-activsaderis
vation: will femd to-an implosive
etdlapee, Perhops & new: pacli-
oA trely  sepreEcniative of
Siihaly iod Tamil opinien, whial

comverks - ifssll inre & eanslitysns
] T o R L

Meaiwhile | Bxemun!  Afaieg
Minigeer Tivran © ays erarsil=3
VI SR P S A o T R S L T T

was one of soeerul reasons oifi-
cially given.

When el ke Maiopatt fadtor
tind s periips moat insiioesdy
duntaking o the™ regims—— tho
eipneini — emarge  Torielol by
Fifioie: s feuejons  upd . 'Ha way!
bivs rEnded G sUpPEcss TEwRL-
meata cadsed iy wrpnecnineg e
montic - emedatioas? Whnt- iopuct
vwill ghe PRy CStrwgtaral Al
PAELment - Faeilicg' (n euplsmism
Eor henfmet. core ad  devalatipn
Tizves © bae  {be Senil ol thig ear?
Mr. Koowiz -des Bel can hardiy
o Lins iime ta Poris and aaw
e are ahont oty Tashoa. pati-
Rl sertlement ith S Andia’s
imediatery Chzlp's  Melde Wl
signdtaes tarme lop Pargs in  ihe
spring i probably oo huuntiop
molody canld mared

help wms
impiosion.

Dy w  mitecle can
awoll the impsnding

Plantations . . .
g oned ,I"-"l:-'.'."i Jrfie ﬁ'.'-'_.l

proportion of raral homdeholds
which have oo apecsa 1o land,
sxoent- HE  wags  labhouress, bes
ioercaaed to Zhoul one thiod of
total: rural hiowsebioldy,  Amone
thc balanes, A Wajuriis o fhem
conzvol anits o af Lol whizh o
uar’ coonoifically  wishle whijch
means ihat: wige lubanc for, in
EohlC 22508, peliy teodey is tho
priaTy souvee of fumily mecams,

This birge apd prowing oss
af propertviss:s (and ncer—prper-
Leleaz) smalloers apiaats hir b
bean jimored by Shanmugatarnam:
Farhups, beontisc of tle  miyerte
shitted boe @ wast o jerily ol the
rural- papulation wha Balowr $o
differcnt clasazs anid the existeaps
of ‘o st piredetioiug

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Hawever,  frroupective  of  the
existecee ol jutrresediace: forirs,
It moamperitise that = oloae eons
geptaal and empicicud distinctna
shondl be o mavintiined  hecsean
those ol vonrrol wedis of mre-
dazticey hmd ikaze awho Susnes
by selling dbeir  Iaboui | poawer
Ehe prige ol o taitore to nwke Lhis
dishinotion {s- raoroscm  Tul i
Parpuiist notien off pie periiLion
which “confaing he seel of sopas
bsl prasrames: for 1 he tesyrree-
Lo onk the poakantey.

Lorsa’s . ..

roontEsE frong pame 240

houzehiold, Oac aspese of (hiad
compiexity i Lorga's playis (e
prezences of eliariters  thial e

absent on etags,  Pepe 1he young
paasant fou whose Jove Acdety gad
Blastivia arc competing, Sand:tan

peasant - waman  wha Lilled  bar
ciild oot of wedloek,  are  tko
such: ‘abscnt' characlers. | THeit

dbsence ids o symboliy sooial and
anllurid mepniag.  On ooe hand,
they represent the coltoral eppo-
;e ol what  Herpada and | ler
haneer stind for nod  symbolize,

Tarzir 2hazuce v singe; liowovsr,
iz rrapsformad inle theis prozcuas
by eoancéting  (hem 1o the moral
and  ealtaral  sTuument bhotwazn

croada Aurlirioc and Adsla,
This poscs andvieessiiogehallsnge
o Thie fisulycer: of Taorea’ pliy:
Howr bo preicle” nhscutes clisaciar
ol staws Tl 5 Cwlen cthe walle-
tive sesponsibility  of the casl g
g0 crente and raspand ra these
Higess charneters. © Watchiis Sipi-
i freyw ons caanot b Tesl thig
Cieii wheegce faoa woid do  the
How ot the cotin Sinhala play,

Ackhnowledgenmient

Bls  powversatpsag owith W
Chuclzs - Abcveselnora hoses “helpod
me o farmadate some oof  the
ideas cxpressel i L his ceany.

i



REBELLION & RELEASE

The Name of the_ Rose

A Discussion of the Novel & the Film

Radhika Coomaraswamy '

First, let me reconstruct the
storyline of The Name of
the Rose in skeletal form. The
tale is recounted by Adso: a
young novice attached to a
Medieval, British scholar-Monk
called Monk William of Basker-
ville who has been influenced
by the theories of science and
Sir Francis Bacon. Adso const-
ructs the novel in the form of
a fourteenth century manuscript.

The plot of the novel and the
film are identical. Written in
the style of a Sherlock Holmes
detective story, the plot attempts
to upnravel the mystery murders
raking place in a medieval
monastery. Like the  English
detective novel, the reader and
the detective are provided with
dead ‘bodies, <clues and signs
which they have to decipher in
the relentléss search for truth
and the murderer. In the end,
we discover that the murders at
the monastery are related to a
lost  book, Aristotle’s second
. volume of Poetics that which
deals with the theme of comedy.

The book had been banned by the
Inquisition as heretical but re-
emerges in the library of the
monastery. All the monks who
dare discover the work and read
it are poisoned. The bodies are
then drapped out by the murderer
~and placed in various locations
so  that the symbole are inter-
preted by the believers of the
" Bible as an indication of the
coming of the Antichrist, The
murderer turns out to be Jorge
an orthodox monk, a fanatic who
~wants to defend the faith, as he
interplets it against the heresies
of Aristotle, When he is discover-
ed he prefers to burn the library
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of over 18,000 manuscripts rather
than allow this single volume of
heresy to escape.

The Novel — British
Detective Genre:

Having outlined  this basic
storyline, which is in fact the
same 1in both the novel and the
film, let me proceed to try nnd
drawout themes from the book
itself before we compare these
themes to those which are force-
fully brought out by the film.
The first aspect of the book or

novel is that it is constructed

in the form of the British
detective story, one of the most
popular genre in Western Europe
and North America. Ironically,
Ashis Nandy, the Indian critic
has pointed out that though
aspects of British colonial culture,
like cricket, caught on in India,
the British detective novel did
not. Indian writers, writing in
the vernacular have never copied
its fortmm:; Somehow, the style
and the mode are apparently
alien and unpoplular in South
Asia. That observation apart,
it is certain that the Italian
Eco constructs the novel using
this  British archetypal form.
Just in case anyone misses the
point he also calls his hero, Monk
William of Baskerville. The
halimark of the British detective

‘novel is that the detective, as well
as the audience, is provided with

clues. Using the power of analy-
tical reasoning he is then expected
io reorder the clues, discover the
murderer and thereafter explain
in retrospect all the facts and
events which accompanied the
murder. The clever bringing to-
gether at the end is the highpoing
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of this novelistic mode — as in
for eg— Agatha Christie’s novels

where all the suspects are seated

in a room, and alter a lengthy
givilised discussion of the facts,
Hezrcule Poirot, using his exiraor-
dinary powers of deduction, re-
veals the murderer, The audience
is uspally satisfied with the ex-
planation and those who had not
guessed the murderer often feel
foolish at their lack of intelligence,

Infact Sherlock Holmes, Miss
Marple and Hercule Poirot have

long been regarded as the models =

of what constitute an intelligent
mind — at least in the British
context. In reality, eynics could
argue that these heroes and
heroines are small town people
with what has been called a
petit-bourgeois eye for detail.

They are by no means visionaries
or social critics like Eco. And
yet, he wuses this genre for a

very particular purpose.  The:

British detective novel glorifies,
the rational deductive mind. In

_the fourteenth century such a

mindset was not that of a Ms,
Marple but of radical free thinkers
who dissented from the ruling
religious orthodox of the Ingui=-
sition. Francis Roger Bacon and
the rise of the schools of scien-
tific thought sugecessfully challeng-
ed the importance of religious
faith and religious texts as con-
veyors of an all pervasive truth,

Monk William, the hero of

The name of the Rose, cast in

the role of a medieval Sherlock
Holmes represents this funda-
mental * challenge 1o
orthodoxy.

- (To be continued)
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