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J.R.’s breakthrough —

not Napoleon,
but Sharon

Mervyn da Silva

In a - wide<rspgng, remarkabiy
sell=revealing  pechange with tha
Tlass-{london} “and “the- = Mew York

e, President IR paid thip it

wit sheer dntultlon. which made
him selge the dap when  Bajiv
dazhdb] 1ene Rimoa mestage saying
e was wery loem on & apesdy
ard {indl settloment of che ethnie
ecafiiee.  Reports from D2lhi shems
why the Indlan’ prime minlscar
wai & lesen on mpother, frool
ory o crack what” bad appearad
£a hard n nit “fingo 1983, G,
Parthasarathy's Annexgra C  and
Thimpu, Aftheugh rthe S Lalkan
iszue weas  tercibly’ emesay! and
Hieely to got  messier, if was
still n- mets he coold clear and
chien S turn S dg —grher Cdomestie
problems.  farmere . challenging
= mluly the troubla within his
government;  Cabifmac” and pariy,

Geo-political Raalities

& ¥Where does that lead you 7

B, Thae fend: us-#6 a realis-
atlon that of & practical
rltuatian in this part oftha
world. . . thar Iz that India
iz tbe most powerful natlon
io “the Tndian Dooan.

| 2. And that Sri Lanka must

| have that jn mind?

tilG Definibaly.

o, In gondocting Ies awn for-

eign pollcyt
A Qb yes, 1 am ‘a practical
| A,

Bestdez, such problems.as Punjab,
grd  Gerkhaland, thege'  Intricsce
Conrpress (1) trinls” had  fed
to @ dangercus ercsion  of R
prime. minjstesial gothoricy “and
his: ‘persanal Zradibifity. “Ha 'had
made Op his:mind-thet the 5

Lankan prablem bhad te Bel o oree
mived fram che pilés of flme=
carsuming, croublesame flles monn:
eirigcon Ky desl. Thet retajve
communicared |ceaif, and |mpresied
tha &rl - Lankah leader, He took
b eFames, e bheld gambis, 85
ewents have: prowed,  Henca tha
freqaent ws of the word 'tourkga’
in-afl ehie con r.'|t.'.||al.'_r,-.-r'_|.- I GET T
Peegidane IR has' recalvad  from
digniLariss - oversens.,

The Priesident alledad to Auster
litr and Magolzan, his favoirice
hers snd resding matarial, The
better parallel = more contem-
porary — che Octobar War In
the Middle east, whore General
Arik. Sharon spotted the gap

berween the Egyptian Ind | snd

Ird srmies, and broke  chreugh

ahe Ezypoian enclrelament ca: oross

the wnal. Of course Sharan was
halpod By the US SR.7| Blzekbird
tpy planas end the cacellite infar-
mation passed on fo fhe lsrasl)
High Command, May be jt woe
intuition ar nstinet  but  whae-
ever it wap Prosidgne JR epetoed
thie ‘gap’. Wyhet was thar <gap'?

At tho and of the budger debace
fast “year, ‘tha Opposicion leader,
e, i{num Bandaranalke had broken
throogh the LINPs ranks on foreign
paticr, “Simeg tha tpesch wal not
anly: a- frencel  essstlc: on the
UNP's forelgn policy and relitions
with: ladia, E'l.l'l.'- a viperons ‘defencs
of the SLEF - podicicn Jan: batk,
and & carefully concalved acgument
B0 prove thap lc was the LiRPS
thaseila’ rfations with Irndia which
had zpgravated the achnjc conflice,
ieweas B fruch - wider political
statement, with: obyjous [mplica-
gioni, . The resceratian of mutgal
confidonce and  gaodwill,© ond g
more Cpandiiely nenaligned pelicy
WAR- BN Artenlial Tt diep tola
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sebrlemenc of aUr aganiding Jomes-
eiz: problam . The SLEF incshiors;
wead Belrer equipped-to deal with
ihe 'I:l‘.‘-:!ll:||-EI'r1 L|lrn:h|.';l.|‘| Indian Coope-
rabion, than the LWNP. This, the
Liz. madz the debate our cover
sery en FE13EE.

Gn the dombenic imsue. however,
the SLFP; - was ol adaprifie a
hardlino an thg Dec. 19 proposala,
which of ‘course the, NP [osalf
rancincad | wichin a (week: Se
tho equation was semeching |il=
this, In’ Delfts perception:

India and Warld powers

A, Well, if you read Ie, 1|
don't think that is quite
borne cut. But it is s fact
that  India 13 the. great

o power in the ireplon and

| rhat the warld powaers have
tﬂi?pﬁﬂ that. Tha IS4,

| @. There have been camparl- |
|~ ton ko Elitand. The acse-
ptance of the reafities of

big and amall neighbours.

AL | dan't think any part of
the agreement or ANNERUCEE
bears that out. |

B 55 Sri Lanka'™ relatlons
with India  mre on - gen.
Irticel” tocms? . Bow ko
redian prassura wian necss.
Eary! e

A Mok necessarlly

=i

SLFEF: misimsl deva'utlon —
farcign palicy congrusnee,

NPy vactlation on devaletion —
Mo COMCessian on “farglEn
palicy,




sleu-
interesting

Meanwhile, the political
ation had seen some
changes,
were on strike.
- movement was still docile — bat-
tered into submission after [980
 General Strike.

‘trend. The [G put the story on
the cover — “The Middle Groups
Lead the Way * (LG 1j4/86),

By Feb. this year, Mrs. Bandara- |

~najke had used the Election Com-
missioner’s Referendum Report to

Doctors, dentists, dons |
fhe trade union

- But the middle- |
class unions were stirring, a new

~ Napolean at Austerlitz

W hen Napolean wds inspecting
his troops just before the battle
of Austerlitz, both sides were
drawn up in the ficld. That night
there was @ big row when g

soldier jumped up from the ranks
“and said

sHere's the

is the way to gttack.”

Naﬁo!ean said,
get back into your ranks’.

way the
enemy will form its troops and this

“Shut up and

=

=

tional posture, (LG ‘SLFP’'s new
~spirit’ 1/5/87). Our main report
“on the very next issue was titled -
“The Crisis Moves South, UNP
under seige”, with “DEMOCRA.-
CY NOW ! Mrs. B’s Other War™

on the cover.

. When we moved into the month

- of June-luly, the campuses were

rocked by vielent disturbances and
student-police clashes, paralleling
Oppositional resurgence in South
Korez, notabfy. and nearer home,
Bangladesh, with the same slogan

demand a general election (See The battle was won. Napolean of elections, now.

LG 15/2/87) and by mid-March, | decimated the forces. ~Where is '

she had not only placed the | that soldier who broke ranks 7’ he In the meantime, there was
“Democracy’ Issue on the national asked. - Unfortunately the man had - steadylconﬂuence ofi::ppositional
agenda but made it clear also | been shot. Napolean exclaimed - f ot chihoning WIER MR six

~that any SLFP cooperation on a
settlement could come only after
a concession to the Sinhala oppo-
sition on elections. The LG (15/3/87)
called it on *Referendum Report

and Sirima’s Denial Strategy”.

By May, the SLFP had started
to take a more activist, agita-

*the man is a genlus. He knew
exactly what | was going to do.

That's why | told him to shut up" :

- That's Intuition,

I grasped it at once. It wat sheer

intuition,

; | get that at
‘times. When Rajiv's message came,

- ping out sooh  on

- astir,
more political than economic,

party front, with the LSSP drop-
the boycott
~the 22 trade unjons
with their own demands,
Yet
all these forces had a common-
demand — elections.

issue but

(Continued on page 12)"

NOW AVAILABLE

an ed:tion of

bv._ :

AT LEADING BOOKSHOPS,

ETHNIC & CLASS CONFLICTS
IN SRI LANKA

Some aspects of Sinhala Buddhist consciousness
over the past I00 years '

KuMAR RVAWAROENA

Rs. 40/-

~Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
-+ noolaham.otg [ aavanahapn.org




T SR T I T TR —

Invite Red Cross

o Working Committes of the
B Civil Righis Movement orgey
the. Goveronent toc-camnly  weith
the  comiensat vote of all Member

stalos ot the WK, Homae Bighils -~

Eaonalssinn wivieh 10 Moreh 1ws7
e rhe Ciavessioient of Bri
Loakatoo ponsiier Pavottabir the
olffr of - the séorjoegof fhe: later-
nitiooal Comoibdee ot Cthe Red
Cross foofullil it5 - fonctions of
profdction o bamenitarian stznd.
srrds, icludiog the provizion of
aszistance and  profestion o v
tras af 81 alfedind parbies't L
irges the Goavetnment (- jmple-
icat horh o oahe . Jetiep sl ihe
r;]'!l'i.fil af the ﬁqﬂtx‘:ll. {:I.In'l.'l:.']”l:,'ll'l_"h
T which siel - Tanka’ ks hesn g
srELalofy s 1959, g Dhe best
ER1] o N, § B 1 (LU '|1|,-:q_:|]'.|ll,-.

The Intermation:] Commiltes of
the Lo CIERE] 15 6 na0-20Vern-
mientil body fonoded nsurly 125
pEdIs agEn. M - snjoys B ouoigus

otision gs i recognized meutral
ntsrmedizey in hemaEnitacian mat-
=15 during sroed eonfiet s
Iounders” oot mercly T alsaniked
cebiel for wounded o the Biett]es

Aeld, hut  alae  peéswssled e

goveinehents: Lo resch  hinding
agregmeats eeparding the trentmeant
ot The sickand wonnded in times

of - armel  conlct, irrespeative of

th &ide fo which they belomged,

SEh s smTEemenls . wers Bisr-ox-

tended Ao cover Yhose shipwracked
floo kewy  prisoners 3towwin,  iod
il populitions offcoted: by

A¥T. . Thegs freatiss Ares now coms

Hodizd in the four Gepeva Caie
wentions OF 1949, whigh -alsa
exteoded | pretoetion’ o victoma of
Ingermirl coathicts, Twa Additional
Froqogolas nt 19%7 dewe]oped the
Convedtions Farther.  The TORC
isvpiven gn explicit rolosand Satos
by tbese Convenlbisms.

Tho Gévevs . Cogventfions are
Ehts nelconlined ta situatious of
arircd Cwonflict- batwern Rtabcs!
Thes  aly sovern intoenal sl
cotflict;  Common #rtichs 30 af
thie:Creievn. Coavendions cxplicitly
adhilrinne s el Fao Mavaved Canllick
nod of onn - fofersiatnnal | ehnrocten
UrErTieg nehe terrilury of o of
the Hiah  Cooiracting: Parcie:'",

apoeific pm'y:isil}ui;a e o e
that applyiog the Conventiung in
such -a sitention. {ncluding e

cepling ihe: services ol the LORO

“ehpll mor afect the legal stidns
al the parties”.  This meana thar
ne . exiru ocautloifly or statns s
confmrred  on pmed SO itEn g
Erodps. Article 1 in no way Liotils
L v fire geseromicatts | Jawfol
sRfrprargiog ol o rebellion.

Accord Walcomed

! W‘D weleome the prospect of = pollcical  salution of tha
cehnic conflice In 5ki Lanks basod on the Accgrd af 24ch

NEWS BACKGROUND

Tha 1CRO kaz been permiticd
Fo-cordigor it dradicrohal hanisne

tarian waork in “iaterm] situariong:

Bt forinatance, Chile, E1 8Saf-
wactar, Haif, Elorambigque; Wi
ardgan, Perw, Sooll Africa; Spain
Elypmda pod = Fnjnes

An ICRC presence, may well

clse T aet- 8y abrpke anoRepoTIst

(Chnitrued on. maze i

| by 1AF entersd Inco by the Govgrnfaencs =f Sr)  Lanks and

roseryationg,

confiice,

There |57 3 sad histar
governments gnd che Tami

Srl Lanka llos entirele o i

|| ity

A WVarlaty of cauzes have gombined o push the major schil:
Eroups inhabiting thiz eoomtry Inte & Ajtuztion of  conflict. - 5rj
Lankans of all communities have jrdivlduslly 2nd collesgjvaly
sifered deprivation of thelr human rights in tha course of thiz

0 EgreEments between Sr Lankan
: e : pecple.  This . hlstory cannor  and
Cahould” hoc be  repeazed. A coneernsd must mplement this
epresinent {9 goad Rith - consclows that - the futire of a2 URited
Eitjre suteessful - mplamentatian. - Ve
appen| 4o alf ciTizens ‘to accepr thy sccovd and work  towards
the creation of a united Srl Lankan™ soclety an which el sthnlc
groups, while possessing chelr own idoacitles; dan find a cranscending

Indla, We fael strongly thae tho Acsord pravides g just frame-
Work for- g faif end lascing o lheilon thn:u,gj:]I

of spy somprofiite that some will conrinue o bave chelr varlous

e it incghe natore

f The peaceful resalution of the cthalc conflict on the basis
“of ‘tha rooant Aodord -}bﬂ_l.l]*"ﬂ_r!ﬂ, eakia us o foeus more clearly

Il1d-=l:|c ndend naeian,
Signatorion e

o zame othar problems-of “our: 1_{:::|$r}-. whieh have matured
id “assumed gréve proportlons In fid shads
of demareatle”and eivil rlghss vluding tha right tov-frea snd feir
parlimmentary elections st regufsr jntoryals.

v, stcho 2z the arosion

Wo should nevartholoss be consclous thar & coatinued nafilfEy
¢o be sensitiva to and solva problems In our own sethaty eould
become » weoakness fasal to Sri Lanka's exiscénes a5 8 frep and
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NEWS BACKGROUND

India is expected to provide security to
all communities in the North and East

i . NEW DE!_._.HI_. Aug. |0
lndia' is making clear to Sri Lanka

that unnecessary speculation or

talk of an early departure date
for the Indian peace—keeping force
from the Northern and Eastern
- Provinces will neither help the
implementation of the Indo-Sri
Lankan agreement at this sensitive
juncture nor build confidence in
the soundness of the peace process.

India's

Lankan President, is provided for
in the agreement In order to
«implement these proposals’’.
Specifically, the Annexure to the
accord provides for an Indian
peace—keeping contingent to *‘gua-
rantee and enforce the cessation
of hostilities, if so required.”
Further, the agreement envisages
practical cooperation between the
Governments of India and Sri
Lanka to ensure ‘“‘the physical
security and safety of all _
munities inhabiting the Northern
and Eastern Provinces.”

Indian view

The Indian view is that there
is no question of interpreting
these provisions one-sidely, so
that it can be made to appear
that the Indjan peace-keeping
contingent is fm the island merely

to oversee and enforce the pro-

cess of handing over of arms by
- the ‘militants without taking care
of the basic question of the
safety and security of the Sri

Lankan Tamils, who are after all
- the victims of the ethnic conflict,

[t is obvious that: the physical

presence of the Indian peace-

keeping forces in sizeable strength
and ~ with

_ {over 10,000 already) ;
formidable hardware is the one
ualitative factor that has made

the varlous Tamil political orga-

nisations — above all, the LTTE
— respond  positively to  the
‘bilateral agreement. e

in fact, in his speech of August
4 near laffna,
*Mr. V. Prabakaran, made this ex-
- plicit when he declared that “'the
- handing over of arms only signi-

fies the handing over, the trans-

6

very firmly

: question
; military assistance, at
the specific request of the Sri

com~ -

Aslan region, o _
In fact, the constructive spirit
of the agreement rules out any
‘question of using India’s very fine

the LTTE leader,

-fer of ‘this responsibility, . . of

protecting our people . .. | wish

by virtue of our

-our weapons to it, the indian
Government should assume full
responsibility  for the life and

security of every one of the
Eelam Tamils'’,

All . those dealing with the
- of implementing the
Indo-Sri Lankan = Agreement to
Establish Peace and Normalcy in
Sri Lanka, in both New Delhi
and Colombo, know that the
protective umbrella provided by
the Indian peace-keeping forces
is the factor that has made all
the difference so far to the
process of guaranteeing and en-
forcing a cessation of hostilities
and to the inicial steps to de-
militarisation of the ethnic conflict
on the ground., Without this

_presence as provided far in the
whole  process

agreement, the _ :
could run into serious trouble.

For one thing, if doubts are
raised or fanned about the one
credible physical guarantee of the
safety and security of the Tamil
people, and also of the militants,
the process of handing over of

arms — for which the deadline of
August 18 has now been announced

by the commander of the Indian
peace-keeping contingent, Maj.
Gen, Harkirat Singh — cannot be
expected to take place success-

fully, _ 2
. The Indian perception that thus

far the agreement have gone very
well in -its implementation and
nothing should be done by any
of the parties involved in the

ethnic Issue which has the effect
- of providing
openings to those who might want

opportunities  or

to scuttle the agreement and the
wider advantages it Is expected
to bring about In the South

professional forces to
one

implement
sidedly one stage of the

agreement and then drop it un-
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to emphasise that
handing over

Tess

ceremoniously without resolving
the basic questions, _
UNI reports from Colombo :
The Indian High Commissioner,
Mr. 1. N, Dixit, called on the Sri
Lankan President, Mr. J. R. faye-
wardene, here this evening and
reported to him the progress of
the surrender of arms by Tamil

* militants under the Indo—5Sri Lankan

agreement,

Mr. Dixit said thas he also
sought Mr. Jayewardene's view
on the proposed interim adminjs-
tratlon  for the Northern and -
Eastern Provinces, pending the

‘Provincial Council elections,. and

details regarding a time-frame on
introduction of legislation for
implementing the clauses of the
agreement, :

~ Mr. Jayewardene was quoted in
a newspaper interview as having
said that he expected to Intro-

_ duee the relevant legislation In

Parliament in September or Octo-
ber. But, the agreement stipu-.
lates that residual matters not
finalised shall be resolved between:
India and Sri Lanka within six
weeks of signing the agreement.

— Hindu

invite ... _
(Continued from page 5)
excesses, notably attacks on hap-
civilians, conduct which is
particularly abhorrent to the

homanitavian . principles  of the

Geneva Conventions. Its presence
will not only bring considerable
solace, relief and assistance to

thousands in 5ri Lanka who are
suffering as a resuifof the conflict,
but will also signify the Govern-
ment’s good faith and sincerity
of purpose in trying to protect and
assist its citizens of all communi-
figs.

Desmond Fernando
 Secretary
(C. R. M)
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Editorials on Sri Lanka

Peace hopes in Sri Lanka

The  Peace aeeard  clgned  ip
Colombo  ¥escerday By Prosi-
dene Junluz  Jayawardena of Sp
Larka and Mr. Rajlv Gandhi, Prime
Mintter af Indla, 15 far all je:

faules; fragilicy snd contenticusness,

che base hope For bringing Sri
Lanka’s prafonged and dlocdy ethnje
siclfd to 2 cangliision, - Tho viclenre
In- che island hat reaghied -sich 2
gRrlols state that yestordey'e dprae-
MERt fay wall be cheo lace ehiqngs
reavoid a slide jnco ol oyl
war-betwiog che Increasingly ants-
Foaistle  Sinhalese and mingricy
Tanail eemmuniiiag,

Any doubiz chat the sccard was
going ta be difieulc o mplemient
hava been dispefled by che srida-
spread  rioting | by the  Sinhaloin
chis week, [t i1 dificult o con-
cakve: of & lass hopeful vepge for
3 pEace EIENNg  coremany . chan

Colombo yasterday — under cyrfew,

policd undar ordérs co shoot proces.
caEs-an_sIght. and pally of  thick
biack smuoke hanging dverhegd.

Relief for Sri

Mo political-social  fesue  has
boon more punishing to coantrics
around che world vhan thas of
Lrylng [0 Wangge —to tame ——
erhnlc differencas It takes greag
tilorance  and  zomo
maglc, Sa it hag o be ragarded
pf . problematicnl. whethar | the
Smnhaleze - wajoricy in S Lanka
tan new find  pesce with the
ngarieved - Tamll  minoricy  and
cepaclally” with the - =lgmene . of
it “that {md Eurned. bo . Larrarism
- tha . purseic el 4" gapapate
sietd gver the pase four years,

. thete lga bie of jostie= 1
tnls world, Rowevor, the pal-
tical setclament  “Just offcrad
by Prestdent  Jumjus Jhpewardone
Wil bring 5+1 Lanksg che resplee
[ deservos. It
unsfiending,  democratie = ]
that  has - souglit ‘to servm | rhe
Feeds of the commen  peaple,
The Tamlls hzd  raal sockel and
Loonomis o priovances, kgt the

ls 2. fricndly, .

Mevercheless the ascord jooall
thaic™ 1 on oHar excspt mara vie
lenco, - Io: eontains propasals which
=mn’ ke mada ra work and  ths
onus- now falls am all parties 1o
maks them wark, “Mr Gandbi and
MIr Jayawardeine hava tha task of
making sure the copseguance: of
fallure srg dndergtood: the dont
toll of 5000 in the kst four
years will rise, che decline  of
the battared 3rs Lankan cconomy
will “accelerate  and  ulvkmataly
imd{a.  ufidar pressure from  Che
S0r Tamils 4n the couthern Indlap
atate of Tamll Madu, may have
io. cnter the confiict milicarily
e the sidd of the Tamils.  The
unspoken element |2 thac che sccord
b5 being undarwriteen by twa wskl
govErnments, bBach with leaders
In pracarious politlcal pecizians,
A'collapse would probably unhorse
the ailieg S5 Lankan president
and w-:nulgl do Mr Gapdhl no gaad
at all.

Lanka

sinbalase soom ozt last to  have
recoEnized them. The new offar
of Autopermy now mads to cha
Tamils has cost the government
Pieawkly among it own  majoricy
Somm ERicy,

In 8¢l Lanks the prablem  wag
nevar, Just to find 4 new pattorn
of relations borwsen  Sinhaless
and Tamils, It was ro fold In
Indle, whilch, by virtue of frs
locacions atrofs @ narrew strait,
Ie5 own Immensg Tamil' papulation
and Its Seizht In South-Asis, was
bound e play 2 eruenal  rela.
Unzil recently thae eale sesmed
mastly pegecive,” Indiz  was In
effect encouraging Tamil  separis
tism. - Prime Minlseer Rajlv Gandhi,

however,” has maw accopted the

full “imphcations af Indla’s  overs
whelmlee [mportanes to 5ri Lanka
Bnd-has joined. Sr7 Lanka In-spon-
safing and gprarditcolng the paliv-
cal seetlomant thot was anhoubesd
thiz week.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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‘troops toothe izland seare.

Mo - partition

Already ¢he - sceord . 15 bolng
rnigrepresonted. 1cl §schpt -3 plin
for  partitlon of Sfi Lanka, as
Sinbaleig pretescers are claiming.
The acw Tamil Wamebnd I che
pastérn . and northers provinzes
will havo ona of nine provinoal
enliieils i che izland, onch wich
& peyernor, el minlszer and
board of :ministers. The Tarmils
will have therefors 5 semj_avco-
MGMOUE re%iun but will be under
the normal jurisdlecion af che
Govarmnent, police, avmy,  Taws
and fudiciary of 5r1 Lanka, though
with 2 rale,’ 25 yet 1o be deter-
mined, “far the “indtan mifleacy.
This fallzs wrell sharc of particion
and -al the aspiratinns of the Tamil
Tigar feparptist grasp which has
threstened 1o TIght &n for “Enlem’
—an ifdepondant Tamil seate wich-
i 5S¢l Lanka.,

(Contimuod on page H)

Linider che agreement, Ind]a takes
en an obligation to suppress tar
Forist sources |n india. At Sl
Lafksn  invitation, moresver, (L
Immediataly zent  peacekesping
Thesa
troops will heip “tha = Inadegyrata
forces of 511 Lanks puc-the poli-
flzal part of che sectlersenc nta
effact. That means et anly halp-
Ing to dizarm secessionist gocer Hes
buc prn:e«:[rn¥ tham, . anes - thay
era-dizszrmad, from Siahaléte wrach.

For My, Gardhi, - whe has: hic
rough pelitical weather recontly.
It %5 & risky - optarprisc byt a
timely demonstracfen of eaders
ehip.  Far India,  besot itself by
pChinde” teasions, it 1§ = ugeful
srereise In combining che ales
mencs of flrmngss, and faxiblicy
requited to deal wwizh chis e =
glve problam ac hiome, wh

— Fhe Washinglon Poxl

T

o



Peace is possible

in Sr:i | L:a;.nka. .

«The peace accord intended to

end ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka
is beginnlng to take effect. Bar-
ring a few unconfirmed incidents,
hostilitles have ceased. A large
Indlan  peace—keeping force is Ins-
talled, the Tamil guerrillas. have
begun laying down arms and the
Sri Lanka government has declared
amnesty and started to release
Tamil prisoners. President Jaye-
wardene has announced plans for
~interim administrations ;
“Northern and = Eastern provinces
prior to an election later this
year which will put in place the
promised provincial government.

“The speed and sureness with
which these events have unfolded
Is reassuring. They suggest that
the settlement is being pursued
seriously and systematically. Both
President Jayewardene and tha
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
the architects of the accord, can
justifiably be proud of their achi-
evement. Yet their problems are
by no means over, Achieving the
settlement was just the first half,
The more difficult will be seecing
it enforced in the face of Sinhalese
opposition and with only the
lukewarm acceptance of the Tamil
groups. .

~ The Sinhalese see their country
as a small vulnerable island and,
themselves as a Buddhist minority

surrounded not just by Sri Lankas

own Tamil minority, but also the

54 million Tamils across the Palk

. Strait in Indja. As a result in

view of the merger of the North
and East, as a stepping stone to
separatism and the thin end of
a menacing Tamil wedge. '

“The Tamil guerillas, especjall.y_
the Tigers, have agreed only re-

luctantly to accept the settlement,

~ Although the exact terms _ofi

which this was achieved are not

yet known, one of the conditions
the  Tamils
indian government was the Indian

8

: or « Tamils.
of the '

“out and that the

wrung out of the

soldlers would form the peace
keeping force which will police
the newly demilitarised regions
of the North and East. Should the
Tamils become disenchanted and
react on the deal which could
happen If che guerrilla groups find
they cannot retain . influsnce, or
if the proposed referendum in the
East rejected the merger, Indian
soldiers may be pitted against

“Indeed the crunch could come
earlier under the terms of the
settlement. India is to close Tamil
training camps in Tamil Nady,
patrol the Indo-Sri Lankan coastal
waters, help to extinguish residual
violence and ensure the disarming
of the guerrillas. |f the Tamils
feel they have been forced Into an
unequal settlement they may cause
trouble at any one of these points,

and it would not be difficult for
them to evoke the sympathy of

Indian Tamils.

‘dence

~Indian  “‘advisers  and
- should

«The fulfilment of India's new .-

treaty obligations is therefore po-
tentially damaging for Mr. Gandhi’s
Congress Party, particularly at 3

time when its popularity is dec-

lining.  Mr. Gandhi might not wish

to risk his position further for
~what would then be a failing

Sri Lankan settlement.

«These are significant problems.

«Nevertheless, it is reassuring

that  both Tamils

ment. That is the best
that neither community has

proof
lost

an impartial one.
«If each side ean be convinced

of the other's hostility to
terms they may be able to acco-

modate the settlement with a

little patience and preseverence

from Mr. Jayewardene and Mr. |

Gandhi, that should be possible.”

i T:'més'(l.ia.udon) S
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settlement s

the |

Peace hopes. . .

(Continued from page 7)
The deal does not undermine

the security, status or well-being

of the majority Sinhalese popula-
tlon or that of the other ethnic
groups including Musiims, Malays
and Europeans. An annex to the
agreement, however, appears to
compromise $r1 Lankan indepen-
to a degree, Mr Gandhi
having insisted, for example, that
trainers”
replace  Paldstan’s  and
israelis. : ' :

- Hardest part

‘Me Jayawardene may find this
degree of acguiesence to Indlan
regional ambitions tricky toexplain
away, but ultimately all Sri Lankans
will have to understand that there
can be no seitlement of the
current problems without Indian
involvement. The price for peace
may be closer geo-political ties
with Delhi, at least for the time
being. e

The hardest part of Mr Gandhi’s
role as peace guarantor concerns
the eastern province which is only
one_third Tamil, the rest of the
population being Sinhalese and
Muslim. The Tamils are outraged
by the part of the accord which
promises a referendum within—-a
year to allow the eastern poptla-

“tion to decide whether to stay

merged with the north. Theothers
are incensed that they are to be
merged in a Tamil entity in the
first place. Both sides may resort.
to violence, the Tamils to try
to Tntimidate the Sinhalese and

fas | Muslims Into leaving the east before
- and - Sinhalese | :

‘have reservations about the settle-

the referendum and the non-Tamils
to try to prevent the Initial
merger, If either were to succeed,
the accord would be in shreds,
Eor this reason Mr Gandhi has

“said his guarantees will include
~ a military presence [n Sri Lanka.

‘How extensive this well nead to
be depends on how much  vic-
lence has to be contained. |t is
difficult to overstate what 15 at
risk in Sri Lanka if the ceasefire
is not made to hold. =

= Financial Times
London, 30(7[87




Besieged at. home, Gandhi
boosts his stature abroad

K. K. Sharma In Naw Delhi

HMEAS - Mrime  Mintster, L.

Hajls' CGindbi, §5 80 besisged
willl Aomettic o probloms: that: ke
Bale nesds some kind ol schicecs
ienl o cimprove CHE- ogneslly
dimioished zruture:

At bome thire ore Opporition:’

ciics of scandalamdvensure ariginp
frem alleged Iwibes paid out 1o
poople: dlosete him Gn defence
dials and il legal Toref - exchanga
deatigs. A sibcesss’ whrpad owasg
welon .

While it might bs uncharishie.

£o-say thatthis s he main marive
for his parianehe Sri Ladaky-Thdia
pEecnieat.  siEpned in Colombe
reecntly it must have ceTha inly
Bean nie of the fiotar (Wil enean.
rqgc-:‘-‘. Mr. Gandhi i spuc - his
affficinls inte attempting 1o alinch
& ebmi promuse deal with Presidens
Mo Juyewirdeps und Tamgl
i Caita,

MRt & month wgo, Bafere the
Teceht serizd of resignaipons and
gismissils of senior Indian officiale
and “party  members, Mr, Gundhs
appearad © ot be oo & ccollisico
couese with ke $ci Lanken presi-
dent when he ordercd . Tndizm’ Afr

Foive FHghters© to wiglide 5o
Lanka's © air zpses  dicing
Colonbo's  aniditary  offensive

against ‘the Tamil strongholds in
thednfua peninsula

The desl cime sogter thantheas
eveids wlonild have sugzested:

There pre, howsver, orlier sound
reasons - for the sereement.  India
haw heen pecting s bad name for
helping  Tamil sedessionists amd
prvea s thenv shigliar; in the: south
Tidian  state ol Tamiliadu,
Although  eueh  wstistamie  hios
tlways been oficially donicd, i 5
i el srorel (Rt frainimet camns

For the StiLaokes Yomils apeaied

it 'Fainitoerdn and  ghat the slire
puvernment of Mro oM, 03 Biense
chaniilrun’ pave them Anengin] wvod
elhes Eelp.

Al alimo when Klr, Gandbi-is
arcusing. Fakistinof inlping S
mililrais im Cibeir  cumipsicn te
seewde O lrame ladia, o form 2
indedendent: houielamd tneycall
Ebnbictin, he fnd4 hibselEaccuacd
by Bri Lankn; of delbs the s
with the:Tamila” The civil wrneain
&ET Tapka  war  ghua: proviog a
gcldoak and cresthe emibEyrassoicnk,

Bir. Grandhd o alsn Fesped ‘I,hﬂ.[
Fredident Soenwardene wiae increg-
singly 1urning lo.other countries,
incliding  hostile ooes  Fveh o3
Pakistan nnd the US, for help to
tackle the Tumil guerrilla problem.
Thia 'may huve meunt that coun-

FOREIGN

tries aniappnisticta Tndia it
huveobiningd aiocs thany (nahald
jriri Lankd, & coditey whigh

dIndia bas eradiciona iy congiilered

bob biecim dEs apbese of inlerest,

Thera arc no bsigis in New

b Cahost  thee o ilieuities ol
fmplemiepting the syreement ga-
pewally Gt neans  there will
now hive tobe nnao Iodian mili-
liry ‘presence in Bri Lanka: Hod
hopes are thet piveir fem gpoliicd
dircetion feom: boeth Xew  Delhi
pod Colombe g dhe mani i ahesd,
pomes conld ectuen b thie mndbutt led
island.

Let Pakistan open up

Pakizian - Tasites ridionls with
ity protesiabinns thot® 3t is oot
building  vaclear weapens. The
Fikpaan] soverament wsieTty that
it had omothing ®odo withothe
aitempl 10 smursls 25 tons oof
hiphly spocializsd atecl feoan o plie
Llmited  States eo- Paklstan: The
stezl i suifsble fop. cqoipinent
te eorich uranjom, and tho cise
gume to-clight (wo wocks peo with
the nrrest of o suspeet i Plila-
delphia, 1o Llamebad; Pakistanl
offivials called: it a Togue opcracion
tor wwhich ilie movecimen) Beurs
ng - Eesponsibility.

Realiy? It was hardiy anisalated
gnss; A, Fowr dava after the Phyja-
delphia wrecet, “a grand jory in
Califoroin - indigted thres  poople
for iilcrally ‘crporting elostronioes
equipment of fypes that & vciear
program . would Toguoice  ALRin;
thic destipation wed Pakisuos

As for |be sreel; a3 wmmaller
Arviing of the snme apeeial aloy
s recemtly eaparied lleeally
Trary Wb b Cermany o Pakision,
Legrond® Speptar points. out - in
bBrus sbook; “"Geing | Nuclede.”
Sonrding to GCr AT Press TefinTlE
the Ehipper Cpdht thoeinwsice

cetie Belb ot the Takastalr, Fmbus gy

Digitized by_Noolaham-Foundation.
Aaoolaham.org4.aavanaham.org

in Bonn. The srec] wos Tobripated
to preciscly ihe  specifications
requiced by the adesigns obexined
in 4075 b -a Pakistani scicniist,
A O Khian, From the Ewropcan
cirichment comsortiom whete lu
Wis then emploved. el Ehin
15 oo Bead ol the . Pakistin
BorrRromient’s ERTRBRICRE pedrrm,

Pakiston promised the Daited
Btules thres years npo that it
would ot enrich uranivm beyond
the fow level required to run
civglian powsr rebetors: . There ia
noy mhoh Cevidenge - 16 sugrest
thiot Pekistuo i3 pushiieg the enris
ghment Tevel up o weupos arads
entl is expanding ils  wespons
ErpaiEity, ]

American lew focbids: foreiga
nid to cairnitios 1hay build miclesr
weapons, Babeprrenily the Wiited
Sates s pruvidine very Auhswim-
thalail fu Pukidtno, cspecially
fi beep open the supply. routes
bt ruercillo s fighting theé Savista
il Alehanistaa. “That -confrants
Prashington with a-dMeult Yhoics

“Clearly, . the suicoms depends
o very barge dogzee onPikizian's

CoHdinged o opee - 25§



FOHEIGN NEWS

_Yes jom Gorbachev Agamst the
Common Enemy

Thomas J. Watson jr.
GREENWICH Connectlcut

Forty..—ﬁvc years ago 1 was
involved in setting up the ooy

- Alaska-Siberia ferry route. Now,
on the 45th anniversary of that
project, I asked the Soviets for
permission to revisit their country
and to fly my own aircraft over
the route once moie.

I received that permission and

“recently flew from Moscow to

Nome, Alaska, Most of the trip
followed the old Alaska-Siberia
ferry route over which, 45 years
ago, 8,000 Lend-Lease aircraft
were delivered to the Soviets in
Fairbanks and flown down to the
fighting fronts by Soviet pilots.

The trip reminded me that
Soviets and Americans can indeed
cooperate, although setting up the
route was not without great diffi-
culty.

The Germans were only 20 n:nIes :

from the national Hotel in the
center of Moscow while the nego-

tiation was going on, but because

of the common Nazi enemy, it
was successful.

Now the two countries face the
real possibility of mutual annihi-
lation. The enemy is 50,000 nuclear
weapons — 25,000 on each side.

A large wminority of technicians
and politicians in the United
States ~and  the Soviet Union
believe that somehow these wea-
pons can be made useful, and

that somelow one side may be -

able to defeat the otherand survive
with enough meaningful capacity
and population to move forward
- again in the world.
pipe dreams,

* The threat of the nuclear weapon

- is hundreds of thousands of times.

greater than the threat of Hitler’s
Germany. But becavse it is
intangible, one must do a little

The writer. was ambassador 1o
the Soviet Union during the
Carter administration and is a
Sformer chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of the Imternational

— Business Machines Corporation.

10

“thinking to understand it.

over.

These are -

tration in the conduct
relationship with the Soviet Union,

thi; I made
my flight to add my infinitesmal
effort to bringing these facts into

The Soviet Union 1 saw under

Mikhail Gorbachev’s new leader-
* ship was

substantially different
from the country I left in 1981,
when tmy term as ambassador was
‘Openness is evident every,
where in Moscow, and an effort
at restructuring their economy,
while less clear, is being worked
on from one end of the country
to the other.

The first place one sees “‘open-
ness’’ is with Intourist guides who
say, “lI no longer have to match
my answers to the doctrine of
Lenin, but can tell it like it is
without worry of discipline.””

A long visit with a new member

. of ‘the Politburo, Alexander N.
 Yakovlev, convinced me of their
dedlcatlon to a much more efficient

and self-policing industrial scheme.

This visitor was immensely
impressed by Mr. Gorbachev’s
recent moves in changing the com-
mand structure of the air force
after Mathias Rust’s landing in
Red Square, and also by Mr.

~ Gorbachev’s ability to put several

new people in the Politburo and

revitalize the thinking of the top
- government leaders while retaining

their support.

1 first wvisited the Soviet Unijon
50 years ago, and I have been
going back and forth as a soldier,
a businessman or a diplomat ever
since,  Even counting the war

years, I find things more changed
in the last two years under Mr.
- Gorbachev than they had changed

from my first visit in June of 1937

~until the time 1 left as ambassador

in 1981,

This poses a real questlon for
the U.S. Congress and the adminis-
“of our

~ Some may take heart and say
that Mr. Gorbachev’s moves indi-
cate the sorry state of the Soviet

‘economy and the success of Ame-

D|gmzed by:Noolatiam Foundahon
i noolaham org l aavanaham org

-if Mr. Gorbachev  fails,
rica stands by and hopes for the
“best while it watches the infighting
. of factions in the government and

~This would result in

rica’s prograrﬁ of setfing them up
for failure. More sophisticated

~and balanced observers may say
“that America’s best interests- are

served by a well run and increas-

ingly productive Soviet Union.

damage .'
as Ame-

Can you imagine the

the military in the Soviet Union?
instability
in the control of their
weapons and all their other arms.

The interests of the world are
far better served by having the
Soviets makc a gradual move.
toward a more efficient and pro-
ductive system with substantially
less emphasis on the military, and
with the willingness that Mr,
Gorbachev has shown to make
verifible treaties — even to the

‘extent of offering internal 1nspec— '

tion in the Soviet Union. : -

His attitude, speeches and moves -
have made him a very exciting
person in the eyes of Western @
Europe. At the moment he has
total comntrol of the Soviet Union,
and this seems to me to offer a
major opportunity to capitalize on
on his leadership and his open-
mindedness, while the West keeps
its guard up, to see whether the
world can be moved toward safer
ground.

We can never ehmma.te nuclcar

- weapons, even though that is the

avowed aim of both General
Secretary Gorbachey and President
Reagan. What we can do is to
make verifiable treaties to reduce
the numbers substantially and, in
so doing, reduce the chance of
eliminating the world by accident,
This is a moment of great
importance in history, and one
can only hope that Congress and
the administration will quickly

finish their investigations and get

- on with the very important task of

developing U.5. — Soviet relations

in a positive way. -
(Internanonal Herald Tr:bune)

‘nuclear -
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Sri Lanka’s first

Meelan Thuchelram

ne: manth spe few wauld  have
Onntl:lpated the dramatic curn
el events. In. Brr-Lanks, - Yer today
there s g forfial zccord berwesn
Indin and 5ei Lanks to estaklish
Yprace and normalcy'! desplig
widcspreed ok viglenca in the
ecith, Anlndian peecokoapiris force
of morg than 3.000 troops i monjs
Ecring  tha ‘ceass_fire, ‘and o Che

Likeration Tipers: af Tamil Eslafm

bave started T surrcAder Cheic
aFimE,

President — Junius Jayewgrdane
alluded 1o the controversy gur-
raunding the accard 8t a receptlon
far Rajiy Gandbi bore. e - vlslic
has been one of the most cantro-
¥erslal slnce Prince  Vikya came
here 3500 wears apo. He ereated
the Sirhala racs, | hape  your
wistes will “help the Sinhala reca
to - recresce |esclf and refurblsh
Itsetf."™ Little did che president
resliza chat & 32-yesr-old sallor
would  tzke & less benign vicw
of the'visic. Moch to the hérrar
and dismey of the Sr1 Lankan leaders
ship, tha saller seruck Pofme Minis-
ter Gandhl with his- rifle  but
durlng the eercmonial  scod-off,
An Incident with few parallals
I modar dipinmacr_ It was fona-
theless 3 poignant expression of
the atavisiic émotions rhat hava
béen ralpazsed by tho trapsc eonflick,

Th grigine of S| Lanka’s =thnle
<oafilces are complax.  They ara
archy related to the fajlur= o
E!Il'ld ehie canstitusional foundaticn
af 3 mulu- ethole pafity.  Tha
transfor- of palizical powsar ta tha
majgrity Sinhaleze communicy dors
ing lodcpandense wos' poc aceans
panled by sdoqoste safzgusrds fpr
thie distince lingdistic and cultueal
tdentity of the Tamtls, or éffectlve
power-sharing armngoments.  This
atfinic; crisls [ Sri Lanka was {urs
ther fucled by eompeoting perespe
ttons of deprivation wad. Injosvics
bocween tha Sithaless majarity,

Mr. Tirechelvam, @ former member
of ‘the. 5ri lankan  Focliamont, - Ja
oo editae af i The fudiciary 1n Flurad
Socicties"" {Francts Fivice, Londan).

wilch  fele that it bad . suffered
nisgorical diseriminacion, . and  an
echievemaint_arlenced S Lenlan
Tamidl “mitoricy,  which “Fosented
post- lndependence policias of nuafu-
shan. - The! agsortlen of -ang- form
of naticnalism weas i viswed g5 3
dental el tho othar. Over the
past few woars Cthischas Tead ap
incrEasing Fesort oo armed Etrirpnia
by Taril -milttants “and. & hersh
response by tha govornment, resufc-
lng tnthe brotalizition of  Sri
Lanksn seciety and the desths of
Innecent Temlls and Sinhalesc alike.

Two-Part Accord

The poace zezord haz ewo parts
Ea jti The first rodefines the Sry
Eankan pﬁl!!;" e atcarmadate Tamil
azplrationsof s tonomy sfid eqluallcy.
Primerily this miesns the FEECznkt lon
af & traditianal Tamil homeland
In_the norihers snd ezstern pre-
Yincas, and  the “devolotion of
policical  power to. this  reglon,
which now will be represerced
_?_y a single - provincial - esuncil,

amkl will slen bo recaghized as
an officlal linguspe.  Other prowi.
glons of the accord Inclyde & censes

steps toward peace

officers of tho Keenl Meon! Syscams,
e well ay Intellizenee dud. milicar

soppore from Pakilstan snd lsesel;
ari; Lanka and Imdis furchor agresd
to preservs tha non aflzncd charac
tar of Trintomdias and athar pores,
and 10 jolitly fevelop and sperace
the contfaverslal olb starass facilis
tias ok Trincomiales. SriLakka gadar
tadk to peview [t foreign broad-
cascing - Faellleles fo ensyros chag
no military . or intelligancs opara.
tlons zre - included, © YWhen Pres-
dant layewnrdene was asked whe.

ther this implied & Finlandizatian:

of Sri Lanka, or 5r3Lanks™s acknaw-
ledzment thet 1t was within India's
ephere  of Influenes, ha. quickly
brached nsido such eoncorns Eaying
that thesg arrangements were 0o
mare than an exprescian. of the
long time friendship bocween §r
Lanka end India;

Few in gavernment had  sntlefs
pated that che. sppositlon ta che
accord would result |n such widees
pread  miob  wialereg in diffarent
parts of che country, The nesd
to maintaln secreey incll the farmal

!?ning of the July 29 afeard
8

dad fo the uneest, which ssueed

The origins of the sthnic con-

flicts have their

roots in the

failure to build the constitutional
foundation of & multi-ethnic polity
aftar independence.

Firw, tha laying down of arms and
the restorauion of clv|iian govern-
ment fo - the  war-raveged - sreas,
It - provides for a general amtes:
and the rélesse of whoue 5,
Tamll ‘priseners, . o5 wall af the
return of 511 Lankan Tamif refugess
crrently In o ladja,

Tha sesond  pare” of the pEde
pilct relates o forejzn-policy [ssies
that could facilitate closar cooparis
tien barween India and Sr1 Lanka.
Among chese are 5 - review af
foretgm. miticary and IntelHgencs
pergonnel emilayed [0 5r) Lanka,
such as che former Britlsh securjty

Digitized-by:Noolahant Foundation.
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diémage to stace  property  and
instiutions estimaced ac - Blilcas
of  rupees. Seoveral. members  of
M, Jayewardenc's Uniced Patlional
Party: were mobbod and opg of
Ite  mertbecs of © Parlizoent  was
gunned dowr, The forees bohind
the vidlence wate 8 complex mix
of cantl-govarnmont  groups, and
chauvinise and wnarchistic elemants.
Handaills wera. disiributed intha
capital alling wpon the publie o
rovolt againsg the “'Indlan-imiposed
satilemene.'t -

The responss of tﬁ.a_ SECU LY
forces imitlally | wes Indecisive,



~ Tamil opinion.

Dissent within the cabinet, parti®
cularly the attitudes of Prime

Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa znd
National Security Minister Lalith
Athulachmudali, contributed to the

uncertainty.  Several thousand Sri

Lankan troops were ferried from
the north to the seuth by Indian

air force transport planes to deal
with the declining security situa«

tion. Efforts to spell out the
accord over the national radio

~and television appeared to calm

“the simmering discontent.

Curiously, despite the passions

aroused by the forces of linguistic -
nationalism in the’50s, the language

provisions aroused little interest.
‘Nor was any systematic critique
_made of the scope of devolution,
although many people were upset
at the creation of a single provin-
cial council to govern the north
and eastern provinces. For years
the government had " stubbornly
opposed the creation of such 2
council on the grounds that it
would prove a de facto division
of the country.

Thus, the volte-face on this

issuie was interpreted as a gros®
betrayal of Sinhalese interests.
" President Jayewardene sought to
reassure Sinhalese by pointing to
the requirement of a referendum
to be held within a year. The
president vowed to.campaign against
the merger and thereby reverse

the gains to the Tamils. .. -

. Efforts to assuage Sinhalese senti-
‘“ments had an opposite impact on
The accord would
foreclose both the armed struggle
and the demand for a separate
state.
~ militant organization, raised a

number of objections: Tamil groups
had not been consulted and were

being confronted with a falt accom-

pli; the promise of a larger unjt

of devolution was conditional, ‘and

could prove illusory; the quid

pro 'quo appeared to be the "

acceptance of lesser powers; the

time frame for the laying down
of arms envisaged the termination
of the armed struggle even before.

Tamils could be reasonably con-

fully implemented.
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The Tigers, the dominant

“vinced the accord would be _f_'a"l't_'.h:__ :

Delh! between Tamil militants and
indlan officials. At the end, two

'concerns became paramount: the

laying down of arms and a con-
tinuing role for Tamil milicants

_in the transitional politicalarrange-

ments. With regard to the latter,
previous discussions between India
and Sri Lanka had envisaged the
appointment of an  administrator

* who would coordinate the restora-

tion of civilian government and
the revival of the electoral proces-
ses.

Velupillai
any personal role for himself in
the interim or the long-term
provincial administration. But the
Tigers balked over the laying down
of arms, crucial to the pact,

However, in adramatic announce=
ment in laffna _on Tuesday, Mr,

 Prabhakaran agreed to the handing

over of arms, _
~ had no choice” as he could not
engage in a confrontation with

stating that ‘he

the Indian forces there. The impli-
cation was clear: The geopolitical
realities were compelling even on
the Tamil side.

R_emaihing H urdlés_

Despite the early uncertainties
and the trauma of the violent
opposition in the south, the accord
appears to be holding out. Of
cotrse, many hurdles remain. The
constitutional amendments neces-

sary to give effect to the autonomy

pians will require a special majority.
Intensive efforts to press members
of Parliament Into supporting the
{egislation could bring about rene-
wed violence,

~ The ethnic strife in Sri Lanka
. has been one of the most dislnte-

grative forces in the development

process. The accord endeavors,
-~ for the first time since the transfer
. of political power in ‘the late
to build che constitutional
- foundations of a multi-ethnic polity.

*40s,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation, -+
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- These db]ectloné- brought aBo’_u_t :
‘eight days of wranging In New

- amotional sears :
‘indelibly Imprinted on their collec- -

lt was also contemplated that
an advisory council could be con-
stituted with nominees from the
different Tamil groups. Tiger leader
Prabhakaran disavowed

A legislative revar-
sal would place the entire accord
in jeopardy. S

the gap,

The ultimate efficacy of the accm}d. >

now depends on the resolve of

the two communities to heal the
of the conflict

tive memories. Sri Lanka as a
nation has merely taken the first

steps in an effort to create a
plural society within a democratic

polity. Such an effort- merits sup-
port by all those who believe in

the ultimate triumph of the values

of racial equality and justice over
those of irrational prejudice and
bigotry. 00 S ona D

 — Asian Wall Str.éet._jpurnal. .

J.R."s breaktﬁrot_lig!h-.'.f_._: |

* (Continued from 'pagg;. 4y .

~ June was also the month when

Mr. Ronnie de Mel brought the bad
news from the ald group, soon
after the Indian air-drop and the
message which Mr. Gandhi said pub-
licly had ‘registered’ on Colombo.

It was in July that President
JR broke out and through. W_hqt
was the gap? Devolution. |t
divided the Opposition ranks —
SLMP, CP, LSSP and the unions

_strongly for an offer closer to

genuine autonomy, and the SLFP
more or less silent on the subject.
While spotting that gap President
IR also decided to establish UNP-

- SLFP congruence on foreign policy.
(See Box: GEOPOLITICAL REA-
LITIES), In shore, he had much
‘more_ attractive offer to make to
Delhi. By remaining silent or

not being expliclt on devolution,

" the SLFP had failed to cut off
the UNP's line of retreat. Instead

of retreating, IR broke through -




JAFFNA IN JULY

Paul Caspsrsz, 5 .
B July

Fohiin pod Mulioi ctme Tor ane
at - foirslogk,. We travellsd i
Yohut'z vio to  Kuronogals o
catel the 131 Wal Dawito Wavo.
nncaleeprritias—roally, resor med
géata — bhod bosn badkad farc o i
Colombn, g0 we hadisaats oo the
hot and crowded train. =T abtars
oated bBetwesin The Brolhces Fara.
mAZew, B oaaiap ot ferd and fryving
fo pauge the Ferlings’of folloaw-—
pasbenpara, neeTly all  Tarls on
their way o homa ia - Fulli.

Two wideeydd  Tamil  erls.
obvioatiy slneors. aue hireke Tl
her teens- o itscémed, 1he-ailier
a hitle oldet, canght my cye,
gatioed ot the's was a0 young
bendzome Sinhels  soldize] o
prmed puard duty i che. friin,
alsa-loaking pensively at the gils,
Hoand T eaon realiged that we had
A commrmen bt ol altsntion aod
hecsdivined: my shouglis, | =1 have
bwo zlstera bike fhese gl home",
hzexplatned. T prov thot no harm
Wikl befsll sach inoocEncE  in
TaMpa, T said, “How I alas
prayilt, ke replizd! End,  looking

Bt b anfinits compassionones maore
oy the orls, be steadicd his loaded
g wind moved -away resolulzly
bowarnls- the froot of e §rdn.

The &rain veached  Vavuwiym
shoctly: before 1Ea.pt" Privete
biases giod vana were waitivg o
ooligat  the o passengers,  Thers
were tag 2 TR, hases Tao, bug
these mefesnot market - Yelpanam

bt Batticoloa wad come  other
glnser derpiration,  We Hegured
fairly Coomforiehle’ seuts. im A
piivate bas b Rl caiitmises;

oarre - and ather. potcons, piled up
i frent. obf ws almost om o pug
fosa pod Cupothooehny levels AR
the Bus Degan toomove, wod Hinally
it Muokulam, wliers we had the
first-chaekpoint, [Me siltcvszs were
arpinzed. mwoce rationally s5othat
we biberited obr Meet and 'mo touzce
Yurd Buleing travilling bigs hupping
BT onEsta.

There' were four -army  gheuk.
points on the way: Monkolam,

The wrier i Progdng, SATYOESYA,

Kifinzchehi; Puranthan and. Bla
pinat speasg, Weobkd boen tojd
10 Expact oon= Ul Wavndiva: Lon,
eithel- a2 soon-as we care | b
b thel shaian exit onoas weol
to- The . midn Merthern road, o Bot
there s o cheaking at Vivumiys,
Tl atends Dawiss | qhere, - hinddvgr,
gt and. out<de the station, =hout
eight af them, wofder a soperiog
eflzer, allvirrving munsal wirious
shapos amlb sizes, - 1 found ripyell
rcgreiting that I know  asxt o
mocle i b Zme. AN the army
dad wras #o enten into i spirited
corfersation with the drivers apd
ectdaelors of i basessml vaos,
ordefing them Dot to chorge ex-
eeisive “Fires and to speik  over
tha Teidsof the Bus drews ta s
and o other passengers wdvising
Wi wol Eo pay mrore than B 357 -
peg- person. The C.T.B. charpes
gy Bs 35 e they  snid freally
o1 the return  jourmey . Jaffos-
Yavuniya wz paid aaly Rs 23.50),
$0 533 = i3 fair and  jost

The army-on- the gide af the
proplo; Ithiooehe, wod tyy oy
went back lo oir last wist o
Faffnz ¢ Movember 1955 ae had
g fve-lotr wiit- oo the rand- at
hokkavil whilen mini-battle raged
betwecon da army relief regiment
mirehing on foot 1o the Kilinoch-
whi camp and the Tomid mikitants,
After an hpuror owa  whed we
wers all very hungey | 6L persoas
searked disiributiog biscuits to @il
nod sundey and we were surprised
ta learn they were Sinhalese nrmy
men inéasimls from the Kokkavil
ey, - TAhETa the ddeasT 1
nsked then vhen, “Motling in

srticilar, But the people must

e hungry,  And we hwive the
brszwils

Everybody kaows what to expect
at thecheckpaints  Aboat 200
Yarls from the poiot, the deiver
decelerntgd - and com=s to a hail
about 3 wards awiy, He  then
afky the paseengers Lo aliche, cach
oo puirng Wiso haws, AL the
el fesccnd and soene  vounger
ladies,
with balies rermnin sewtzd hut witl
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Nder - fadies and ladics

theit deoiity curds in theiv, hapds
pind revdy Ctol deavel Fheir seat il
grderedto - doso,. Clerpyiva Hia
me: are cpob sies whether wo have
to goim the menor keepin oar
seiits, o Lsusliy we meda some
maotions of wunting to walk up
with the mei, but some- sclder
ol pometover - nod Ay oo cm
mattEr-of-fact memner, Yoo oim
o back to ¥our Beat. Tha nea
procsed aingle-fle to the barries.
A fow fegt away two soldiecn
gheelefdentoy - cards: wml the
bagaaps rather perfuaclorily and
thien “the passengdds’ file phst the
Teatrier, - Blcanwhile durs o thres
othicr atmed soldiecs ooard “tha
bus; ook rapidty At Lhe ideotity
card amloeh siehanes Basin and,
have - ook around, copecizlly
wl the gverhend Wigraos racks anl
a fittle vnderithe sedte) sonictimes
ask w Indy to open up heér bug
anl then tell the driver ho eun
procesd o collsot the passengers
onc the othar aide of the barrier.
The whols procsas ikes about 20

“mintes;

At cach  ehcokpoitt, dndsed st
pach -sedtry  poind onrthe wray the
deivar hands ool o copy of Elis
day’s Sinhalesa mawspuper to the
sentry. Whether the sentrics paid
for. the paper or whether it was
the driver™s free pass card we were
oot ableto asecriain, Buk at one
paint the acutry asked Forn second
paper and  was tald, Y Ode ahould
b coough, Tor the osx wdntey
will be waiting: {or a papsrtan
Sometimes seniries and bus crow
engagad inopo listle) chit=chat. in
clementary Fmbalese  of Tamil,
for the bus eredrshuve the ladea]
boadiipes i - the sentries  are
searved ol news und wre vers woary,

The cheekmeg was  fhoroughest,
op . leeat - perliEnstory, ol (he dinal
checkipoiol, Elephanl Fass

L pezatbed Tephant Puston my
previois: wisily toodifion, - Today,
except - bor the sundbup bonkers
a0d- the rowd barricades {meant to
borce. welintes to gip-zip Torveird)
and the zeptrits on duty, - Clephant
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Pass looked somewhat abandoned

and forlorn. 1 recall all the fear-
ful stories of Tamil youths being
taken to the Elephant Pass army
camp since 1979 when Brigadier
Weeratunga was sent to Jafina with
the mandate to
rism’’ before 31 December of that
year. When [ saw it today and

again on my way down six days

later Elephant Pass seemed to have
grown old and want its own painful
memories to Pass.

We reached our destination
Jaffna at 6.30 in the evening.

Already that night we engaged
in conversation with a priest who

had left his church at Vadamarach-

chi only the day before but, since
- Vadamarachchi is so important,

and so many people from all walks
of lifs were to talk to us about
it, we shall reserve a special place
for it later in this travelogue.

9 July

This was a day of individual
and small group interviews. Many
spoke of the Indian food aid. No

one considered the initial air-lifted

food as a violation of Sri Lanka’s
airspace.
it so much as humanitarian aid
to people in need of food. For
one thing, not much food had yet
arrival, and the distribution of
the food that had arrived on the
first sea-consignment had not yet
reached even all the refugee camps.
They rather saw the food aid as
the stretching out of a hand to

a friend in need not so much of

food as of sympathy. Hence the
march of the people in the South
on the Indian High Commission
and especially the Christians’
- Pubuduwa procession seemed to
them to be insensitive and heart-

less acts, adding the insult of pro-

test to the injury of refusal.
- Many speke of the lack of
security in Jaffna. Neither proper-
ty nor life was safe. “Lei the
house go with all it contains, ihe

fruits of our hard-earned money.

But what about our little children
and our old people?”  **My grand-

mother says she cannot go down

to the bunker any more. She
says she prefers to die in her own

room lying on her bed or sitting

in her chair’”. The bunkers are
underground shelters against air-
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“wipeout terro-

—.entrance.

They -did not even see

killings.

‘The leader’s

ancient Israelites

fa_ids and shelling from land or
sea. Several families bave con-

structed these in their gardens at

a cost of Rs 1500-2000 while the -

militants have constructed some

free for poor families who are

in the line of fire. 1 went into
one or two of these. Stools and
chairs are left there permanently

for sometimes a session to a bunker

can last several hours. It is very

“hot inside and there is no light

or ventilation except from the
. Some of the bunkers
have been reinforced with railway
sleepers and even with rails taken
off the railway lines. “‘There must

~be some people left to use the
trains when they start again®® we

were told.

A science graduate, given to
social analysis, said Jaffna had
two problems today : the inter—
ethnic problem (self-determina-
tion, devolution, even language)
which can wait and the situational
problem (the hostile army, the
violent youth, the Indian factor)
which cannot. The army must

be taken away, the youth must

give ‘up violence and totalitari-

nism, the Indian food must reach
without delay those people who

are in urgent need of it.

“How do you see the in-fighting
among the militants? Do you
approve of the mutual killings
of some of the best of the youth?”’
‘“We do not like the in-fighting
and we do not approve of the
But a lot of this cannot
beavoided in the struggle. Persons
and groups have to subject
themselves to constant weeding-
out processes. QOur leader is per-
fect and does not make mistakes.
He punishes
severely.” -~ ‘‘But. = surely
mistakes can be made 7’ “‘Oh,
certainly.

change. He studies carefully each
and every criticism that reaches
Bs through the letter-boxes we
have placed at cross streefs.”

Neither did  the
‘ever mention
the name of their God |

1o July

mentioned,

i Wi day bégan with the cele-_

bration of the Eucharist with
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wrongdoing very
some

‘Then our leader helps
us to correct them and we can

name was never
- by difficuls
- monthly

share in the Jloot.

THIS

some Christian - youths. :
is my Body, THIS is my Blood,
How do we discern in. what is
taking place the broken body and
_ the spilt blood of the Redeemer?

In Latin America, the suffering of
the present, not wonder, plays the
active role in the process of unders-

" tanding.
. provides the authentic analogy for
‘understanding God: the recognition
that the present history of the
world Is the ongeing history of the
suffering ‘of God (lon Sobrino, The
True Church and the Poor, p. 18).

" The greater part of this day

was spent visiting the refugee
camps at Varani.
visit seven camps but in the
event had time only for five.
Nearly all the refugees were from

the fall-out of Operation Libera-
tion at Vadamarachchi, 26 Mav

— 3 June, and the counter attack
of the militants, Some had gone

back to their homes around June

13 (the 13th !, the unlucky day,

~one of them told us), discovered

operation Goodwill or Operation

Minds and Hearts to be a farce,
and finally decided to return to

to the rigours of camp life after
the militants’ attack on the

Nelliady Central School on
July 5. .
Vadamarachchi

This will be found to be a

watershed ‘in Sinhala-Tamil aff-
airs for many years
Alternatively, it
no-return.
the same again, not.

is. a point of

 Chief among them is the cxodus

“We were fold that Yadamarchchi

had a total population of around
120,000, though no ong was sure.
The lowest estimate given to us
of the number that had fled the
area was 70 per cent.,
mistry teacher

built and furnished over the years
“savings from his
salary.
irreparably damaged by bombs

and shells will be looted by the

army and by the local ne’er do
wells who will be allowed to
We may or

Moreoyer, this suffer'ing'.

We were  to -

te come.

Life will never be
for many
years, or so long as the memones

last. For many reasons, :

The che-
with his  wife,
three children and mother-in-law
had left the home which he had

“What is not

Saliah s e b Uik s e Rkt o




mey may - not owanl o po - back
again.  There may he nothing fao,
Whae g dmportasd (s thato thit
wo all sarvived e 15 milc trek
acrois serob land-and. aloog Lie
breach sl are nmow hers to fell
you the fule. " The thing that galls
it st s - that the Tomils hpye
nowhers o go. Tn 1955 and
77 we pame By rond or by ship
Iy oo, . Now  we aic bejap
attpcked (in oud two homes and
gardens,  Tell vs, will we ewer
Ba able to walk- ahbout fresly
8L inonr own - fand ™

Thew there i3 the oot “fa
the: neak rocn: please, and do
Aot greate S8 seetie o Ehis ofie
Quick, imake it soappy - thue
Citigen . watch o0 your Wit

Alright, thoet were rookers qmd.

may he the officers did oot Ko,
But what of tho velrigesator amd
khe TV set mhich were taken awiy
imE A kY WL (here beig tjme
& toeribls Earma Tor thnse who
laated aod their children®

‘Thizdly, there is tho destruction
OF property.

Dut- the most diffenll thing to
forgeet §a the way the mnle somh
were tnken away, The Jnlfns radin

nadd: bandhibls ‘dropped fremt 16

uir - aaked the people 1o move {néo
cerimin temples for sufety. There
all-wouths who seemed to be bero
weel A6 gmd 35 were azked (o
move to one gide. The- mathers
howicd. “Now ‘doi's b stapid,
We'll Just osk thein 3 fone o pes-
tiomss s T diy, 20 mnst tass diys,
¥ou gan be together apain.'® Tns:
fead, himdreds ol them  were
shippeds 1 appaliog conditions to
Galle, deprived of Tond und wefer,
and Iwa nre &aid o have died
o Abe wie of sheer exfausiion
and Beew yiven a watery grave,
In Galle they were trewtest kandly
bul the jeomey back by boag was
prain A terpible expeciegoss Mot
Ay are winmed i theic hodies
Put, in their . miods wod  hearts?

By oo means are all’ the Sinhala
people ennsidered gniltve - Mang
Sinhaless  bave been ERLremsly
compacsiomile and hoavs sliown
By word and dzed that they' nre
deeply  disconmcertcd by whal s
hippening, “1t is now neacly sipo
elock and it will be stupid af yau:

to procesd plong thiz rosd pa thiers
urcaeieral wrmy patesds marching '

apid e army -Heurcoasl to the

prioet o his macorbike” MEaé
that, hut: cverd dhipre?  CARES far
chclter Tor the oicht'and veéurafo
Jaifoa [mormow movaing,

It will be impossihle Tar us to
live togethor aphin'. - “So0 4
ECparation  the ooly AnsTwer

Wubody sayy a word mors.

L July

The “morning  hesan with o
meeting with the Mathers' Front
The mothees bive only sie cone
cers & mather’s, for fer childeon.

CThey kodd ws that they luve pudiis

ely exprecssed Teprcl mot ondy in

Jegned bor their own childeen hat

als abont Sinhola people massas
ehed im the -Bouwth. A mother js
a mutber, whether sle 3= a8 Tamil
of - Sinhalese, they widd. " Ther
lament was not onfy thut ionocest
children are token am detsined,

gt that the childeen nre trans-

tormed Into herd and f=ree mili-
timts after only a few dovs of
detention.  They alao toid s thig
mere- and more ghils buve bogun
Lo foin Lhe  miliciie  mavement,
“Doonod look far wsany anore.
o shill come when we can {u see
you all ppain.  And if weile not
E¥er return, koow that we have
willingly sscrificed our lives so
fiat wou ned the smalice fines 8k
bomomiy live in peace.™

I then oyeled aroand the towm
will Awo fiiends,  We visiled the
priest at the Nallur Temple, The
roof of the temple had been
damnged by bullsts in  seversl
places; Tha priest himsell hzd
beoh hit T a bullet but was not
serinngly wounded. . Clase 1o the
Terpie ina Clicistiun hawe whers
tho “efdest «oi, « boy of 9 wad
killedl By a huller “The [ather
himselt was wjured Tvat, aftee
ealment . i 1be  Tospite). - has
rluracd ‘to work,  Tlie - mother
fusbibed as she spoke tor us apainac
the prekpround of her hoy's prati,
placed an a Jedige [0 The wall,

~Her Faith-in Ciod was: shakon.

Her husband's was  sivenpthend.
She was 8 traditional Cathalies,
He had bofome & Chrictian  jn
sdult 13T
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We also walkesd throwzh  the

“hospital wnd: saw the destruction

of that part of jt thiy had
sustiincd g dircst hit From  the
shelling.

Fohad beento Tafnn on severid
ocitdsions before. Fodar the fown
lpokelighandoned excapt for i few
persis whe walled Hilentdy in
purs il of whatewer they had (o
dir. . Muny shope hod thair shyt
tera duwn, The few thot were open
did ot seem to - [ransact Inechk
buruess, The main bug atahdwas
guiel ns the Duses tew 1oave from
other ceptres ia town,

In the eveging %o et tha Red
Ceossz pow Indian, Iwe from
Colarba ankd the Tailhis TEpEosER -
ative. - TheE onlye sonoert was'th
gt tho Inding Tasd 1o e penple
g the relumse: camps, “Dice the
refugees were aorded, they woald
think el all the others, What was

proctisad by Tndia gad Aecepted

by Sri Lanks wiarld be-ensiigh for
& Family {o survive toe 7-10k dav,
Politigs wes not  [heir provinee:
Faod distribution — fairly; honests
1y, elficieatly — was their baly con-
sidetation. - Wanld | more  Faod
coaise dater? - They wdid pot Enoir,

Later we met some nersonts who
tried it eaplain fo0' 03 the smbiva-
Isnes of the militiot géoeps  On
the wne hend, it is because of the
militant grovps that the dreaged

army s gompelled 1o keep off the
“atrzets - aml ghat ‘the peaple gan

mave - around - wWihoa gense of
scoufity, On the other fiand: it ia
agoniving for the peopls ta kaow
that the groups con do even mora
ruthless towards epch other than
to the common eocmy.  The
militant arowss pe fehiisg for
freedom from the Sinhalases Ty,
But how much freedom will they
allow the Tawil pronte — e did-
ReRl, to proposes gHongstives; o

thease thair own leaderst Will the

peuple af Jalfan shike off onp et
of opprossess - onby to paddie
themeelvés with anather? Somenne
muzt bave the oourage to speak
LR HEAOLL. wislepge far violence'
sk, b0 cocall ehe youth to thelr

anitind idealism ned o the miEin

springs of the ancient noble euliurce
of " the Tamil pacple:; ;
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12 july

1n the mormng. we met the Nor-'
thern Branch of the Movement for

Inter-racial Justice and Equality.
This “has  continved to function

since it was first set up in 1979,
That it has survived is, 1 believe,
a tribute to its ‘basic fidelity to

the original message of MIRJE—

inter-racial: justice and equallty,
no. more, no less.

MIRJE is not a political move-
ment but recognizes that there is
a political dimension to serious
commitment to justice. MIRIE

is not a religious movement,

though ‘it seeks to draw on the

sources of all rehgmns to promote

inter-racial  peace, founded on
mutual understandmg and justice.
MIRIJE is not a trade union and
hence does not compete with any-
body or anything for membership.

MIRIJE is an idea and a movement

in support of the idea. The idea is
that Sri Lanka is, and has to be, a
plural society, and the movement
seeks to rouse the moral and poli-
tical will of the people to make
the idea a living reality.

 In the evening I visited the homes
. of some fisherman along the beach

in Jaffna town. They either fish or
_they have to die. So with some
risk from navy boats they go out
with their netsup to 12 miles on the
seas. When they see the navy, they
signal or are signalled to, some
fish may even be exchanged for
lemnonade and biscuits and they
sometime ask each other, why
shold thinks be as they are, and
not otherwise?

13 July

The CTB was to leave Jaﬁ'na for s

Vavuniya at 5 a.m. We were at the
bus stand at 4.30, 1n the crowded
bus there was an extended family
of about 12 persons — part of the
exodus  from VVI. “Wg are
going to Vavuniya, “Do you know

anyone there 7 “Some years ago:

we did. We hope they are still

- there. But . we just can’t live
-in our home any longer ‘“Home?”
~the young son .in the family

_interjected, gt s ‘where we can
-all be together. For this we axe

thankful to God”, and he bent

down to draw their 2 _gunny
bags and 3 sultcases closer 10
hn‘nself ; : S
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There was some firing

Elephant Pass where we wére
held wp for 2 hours. Nobody

was able to tell why. Maybe it

had something to do with the
counter  counier-operation at
Nelliady or the operation at

Mullaitivu. The driver of our
CTB bus even feared that he

.mlght have to take the bus back
to Jaffna. Yohan may have been

glad to spend another day in

Jaffna. . But Malini and Ihad to.

return, Finally at 9.30 the signal

‘came for us to advance to the
barrier. The faces of the soldiers
‘revealed nothing as to the reasﬁns

The cup of pam is ncaﬂy LA e Cn
'lhe brim. Even the soldiers wanto. =
to return home. Forgetting and
- forgiving will come, _hopefully, -
‘in their own time, once the
senseless vmience recedes and an

honourable peace returns to the
land.

= By the txme we reached Vavu-.
niya, the Yal Devi had left,
So Yohan and Malini took bus
to. Kurunegala while I returned
to Kandy. More helpless? Or
more hopeful in our helplessness?
‘The time has come for our

COMMAO humamty to rise up and

| say to everyoue on every side,

Aot thelr fmng L - Enough!

NIGHT OF THE LUMPENS

Training Contras isn't easy

Sometimes they have some strange zﬂus;ons
There are those who think they are Che
And overdo the red beret -

Lets psychd:srangfe this confusion

Why mirror mannerize Mao?

Just copy History's hell and hit men
Hitlers the name you should adore.
Start the putsch with plot and arson
Jew baiting with the Unemployed

Stir the mob with priests and pogrom
And the rich with racial lore.

Cut thinking just be trigger happy

(The shot gun days are truly past)

 Spray all round and make it snappy

Only Commies aim their blast.

Who says safeguard State property

And sentimental things like, All

Power to the people. we

Lay waste all peoples things we see.
Contras are high tech, well programmed
But training contras isn't jam.

 Sometimes they do not burn and blast

At trains and transformers sometimes cast
Uncertain looks as though to say
it isn't all digital display.

Contra dans do sometimes see

Their contras strange illusions stir
In their wo!ent world of make beheve i

; nght and !eft a scar!et blur.

U Karunat;lake - =

TP TR TRy
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POLITICAL CULTURE

THE ELITE AND THE MASSES

Godfrey Gunatilleks, (Dimcor, #orgs Insitte)

e subicst. - for o soiEimg

hypotheses  which. lepal " thom
palyps o LD wArsiag. Crolerprebi-
{ictz The -dischatomy  hetween
sempliticad  ealiurss' T 8ri Lanki
heconlss - shalper, MIATH o neurhs
e prelentdepeniding om whizh
wltes mreshoinr womsidercd aod
Wi the #lites aredefiied ranging
g oy doo frooe be prbar
yeislepn gdusated - apiip:
Sinhale willage cdocared elice,
Simidarke b are the whissgs
for Lhe parpess of this dissdssion
e orbian, orwricly Sinbpla, Farmgld
t oy, therefore, Osing s foie-
wirk: of amalyss, iwplisd in rhe
fitle” i asvery f=aiblc  manner
to-eliFl some of e main foutnres
in thecpalbiicol value systemand
behavinur of elites pad the masaea.
A mnre-appropriate title to ke
paper wolld be ©The institntion:,
elited  amil masses — the diveraicy
of politizal coltaves.”

Theps wre-osoveral Beoad themes
arpiad- which T shalt asizarpd Ao
argansme the discussion ol the
pohiticel-enltyres ol Elilzs  and
rasdgs;  The ‘brst concerns. the
pedlitical - culiure which is implisil
it cha domocratio  parlirmentnry
idlifaticns ay they skepe “tns
feveed® 1o this wounics: -aod the
et ol which sthia- coliurs -has
Beon cipternalized io-ths political
jdaslope: A0d value systeme of the
extn i priies:  Socond, ths paper
gorsplers hopa the sogio political
sl P Ui Celites attemipied
Lo ormeat oo - mang -aRpifations
senEmbEd a5 e scatlbef demotea-
Elgdtichy- Thivd,  the ‘papar’ ad-
drosges the guestion of cthoigity
b el iticss and Sthe cofdiadictiong
between multi-pehinde” demoeratic
preakit pze s ilathnsscentae gal .
Fourth, #0 dealy wtith (he E'PE-I;LHI_
chitmacterintics nlpalitigel-mahib=
sationr AN Srg |.:||‘:'|-:E|,_ the wey-im
wilieh por ey susguire theatbei-
bapes af wlans or  lciters; . How
thas 3s remioresd byos outionsl
syalem. of pofronage in which
the pocty, Stste @ud’ aléctosste

Ly I

Pramework which

ore - cloacly Tinfesd -ard-loes s
ereates - the potentiablon wioleree
and authaiterisnism.
considars . tha fallors, ot the
pialitiest peoesse lin o REri o Tiloka,
Lo ta-pnlibead cultares inwhich
Grppasilien sand dinseet are insti-
folmnised and viloed 5 ele-
wenks SusseEnlpsl o domocracyl

cARl - the opRpEt ekamines

the  plice olngo-pailisan cilizen
aiivosney; aaitation, and. delaio
on’ pablic: 35Enes os 0 C nECeRsinTy
purt-of “the Cinfrastructores af o
demacRcy.

The ctonvantional
dichotamy — modernity
and tradition

~The majn: gsanmptions that arg
Implicie-in the: tifle ofthe paper
necd to he cxamined i the gon-
toxt of the peliticel dewilapments

JRat bath piroceded ad ool ouy

aseagn el - tha PricELs el kg
Yodifsagion in-mustul the gountries
which were subjpeet 0. eolonial
rule. The trEnsfer of poaer o
the Jognl elites wns part of a
mogs  comprebensive  iraasfor
ofF political systems,  institulions

and itenlngizs within which powes

wus to he exerciged by thess
elitea, This zpain was itself’a
part of the trapsfed fhiat  was
teking place i other ficlds such
8% in socigl pnd ecopomic develops
ment and  the syatems of prodac.

‘tiong ENY formation and lésrning.

The problems  relating o ihis
teansfor have. beeo: dealt with
cxiepgively within “zn analytical
AEnnd ne
foumd: widt aeceplanca omong
sopin]-adicntizts, O IE oaan fenmmeE-
work: in- whpch: the developmsne

of  past-pnlonnel societies. was
prrsived lopielr Gd o conflist
betweren the knowledses: ingtlios

tiona pod’ patteros of S belaviour
tragsfeeced - from | pdvagesd i
dustrial societics and those which
had pacsisted  as Dpaet  of the
iraditional cultires of the deislop.

Digitized by Noolaham:-Foundation.
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Eifth, Ak

Ao a-cheeskdown ol (he

ing . sosisties ab the vme of their
decdlonisniion; ir Heizf the &on-
fliet betwern madernisation - aod
rad i, L

Applyine Lhose comoepis, pidilis
dal koisotizts have drawe'n ati2ncinn
to tha extroms framelity ol ke
patitical anatiutions which werd
intraduced  tideveloping suoieli=s
by fhe colonial’ powers, These
insbiteinns Hid- grown: out of &
Tong processol bistorical evolation
it the societizs of {he  eolonial
powers and’ weps csnppdrted and
muriuced by pelitieal valdo avatemms
dnd modos of-palicical helaving

whizh perimasged the  ahole  of
ihcso soereiies,  The siiowlyon i
the S desdlonmml comniries  wis

entipely dilfzremt; Fh= vz puliti-
eul miskibulions gnd processas Had
te b grafted to coolsties nehich
weers nob Lully: cgpable-of reesiving
them and Interpalisiop them.
Thess tew jastitutions and tha
palitical wnlue systoms that went
with theoy wrops afen Incoikpatihle
with the: provailing “soial Rirma-
tion and palitieal eniitiss which
wate - Rargely Tewnlal or “tribuliin
character;. In mod  cougtriss we
fawe wedni . how' this -:_1[5_-|_:pti'.-':
tension Belwdeen the mmy {orms
and the  treditionad coment Ied
W : ! EYELE
thai hzd hegwtinsgalled Forms
of - gavernment “hased gn popmlac
represenation wilhioa competitive
mualliparly Systcm  WETE" Roditl
repliced either by systooie which
retited fhe elective 7 prinsiple
within n non-competitive single-
party Iramework, ot by inilitaiy
davernments and | dictatorships
whizh did wsy with the eleciord
processed cand  roproascififive’ in-
stitutions.

Sri LAk §5 pome of the - fow
conitriss Cin oebish the o franafor
ihial we - have | desecibed’  has
eemgined teletively iotact: | Bos-
pite the  severs ‘strajos; o hase
hesn, wwdkTore heiop imposcd) oo
the srstem Und it many mapors
fecticos  nod  distortioos, O he
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couﬁtry has been able to maintain

the basic institutional elements
of a representative system of
government. For a first appraisal
of this process it would seem
that in Sri Lanka the dichotomy

beween the modern and the
traditional, as it existed in the

political life of the country, did
not surface in a sharp and dis-

ruptive manner to destroy the

institutions themselves. Somehow,

, the mediating process seems to

have been at work between the

two elements, producing an adapta-

tion and a political amalgam
which was able to maintain the

institutional framework, The title
of the paper predicates the hypo-

thesis that the political evolution

‘in Sri Lanka might have been

the interaction between two politi-
cal cultures — the culture of the
elites and that of the masses.
This opposition of the elites and
the masses is significanty different
from what had been conventio-
nally conceptualised in the con-
flict between modernity and tradi-
tion. In the analytical framework
which was described earlier, the

opposition is conceived in terms
of the political culture which

was implicit in the institutions
that were transferred, on the one
hand, and the traditional political
culture embodied in the exercise
of power and the value systems
prevailing in the society which
receives these new institutions,
on the other.. This conflict is
no doubt a very significant deter-

minant of the political processes

that evelved in the developing
countries. The outcome depended
a great deal on how well this
conflict was managed, how readily
the host society received the new

system, and how the political
transition was effected to enable
- the new iustitutions to createa
stable socio-political order.

The historical imperatives
and the mediating elites
It would not be correct, however,

to assume that the division bet
ween the elites and the masses

coincides with the dichotomy

between the modern and the

traditional — which  the ‘elites

attempting to promote the new

institutions and the masses being

13

on the side of the traditional
structures, The Sri Lanka ex-
perience has demonstrated that

 the alipnments of the elites and
~masses in relation to the new
-and the old are a. much more
complex and even a contradictory
~process. When the new institu-
~ tions offer the prospect of trans-

ferring some measure of power
to the masses and consequently
provide some opportunity for
promoting social changes which
benefit them, it is likely that the
masses would be on the side of

such institutions. It 1is also

likely that the elites would be
caught up in their own social

_coniradictions and would tend

to be equivocal and hesitant in
their approach to the new in-
stitutions. The responses would
depend on how the new institu-
tions bring about a new dis-
pensation and distribution of
political power. In this sense,
the alignments would not be
dissimilar to what one would
expect in a revolutionary situa-
tion which promotes radical
changes in structures. In such

-a situation the elites would be

“reactionary’” in their response
to the changes, the masses
“‘progressive”’

But the way in which elites
and masses are positioned in
regard to the new institutions
arise from another set of problems,

where cultural factors intervens

to modify, alter and even suppress
those group interests which are
explicitly economic and class-rela-
ted. All major socio-political
and socio-economic change takes
place in the medium and plasma

“of a culture, The culture in which

the masses had their life and
through which they respond to
change at any given historical

~ time must receive the institutions

in a form which is intelligible

~and assimilable to that culture,

The contradiction lies in the
fact that the elites which have
greater ideological sympathy and

- an intellectual grasp of the pur-
pose and the operation of the

new institutions, would yet be

fearful of their social consequences

with a fear which has both posi-

tive -and negative elements, The

masses, on the other hand, who
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are supportive of the institutions
for their capacity to initiate a
process of power-sharing, may
not have a clear understanding
of the institutions themselves and

. their working, or the social and

cultural disciplines which are

implicit in thejr operation.

Social seientists have analysed
this phenomenon from different

- perspectives. 1In the early phase,

much of the analysis concentrated
on the fragility of political institu-

tions introduced from outside
“into societies with forms of hierar-
chical social management and
exercise of political power which

were distant, historically, from
the new institutions, The Wes-
tern-educated elites which acquies-

ced in the introduction of the
new institutions and were hope-

ful of their success, were seen
as an ineffective and feeble mino-
rity without a sufficiently broad

“ power base, and a group that

was being swept away by the new
social forces that had been gene-
rated by the transfer of power

after decolonisation. The elites

which replaced them and tried
to mediate between the old and
the new, was characterised as
“populist”, The organisation of
mass interests themselves does
not take place in a way which
enables the masses to participate
effectively in the processes of
social decision-making and secure
an equitable share of the benefits
of development, In the efforts
of the elites to come to terms
with the demands of the mass
culture, the institutions themselves
become perverted, or are destroyed,
without any alternative system
for orderly change, or for equi-
table distribution of benefits and

- resources., The inguiry however

has gone further in the writings

~of analysts who, like Myron

Weiner, are sensitive to the comp-
lexities of the democratic processes
in some of these societies. These

“writers refrain from making simple

judgments on the political pro-

cesses which are categorised as

sspopulist”. In  this  approach
there is a recognition of the diver-
sity of elites which constjtute
the social layer which exercises
power in countries such as India.




The ehile nortured jothe codoniol
peciod leoda oo fivoara cegtonli-
sod bursnioratic exercise of pywer,

It sees this Turm of oxercisiar:

BA & premoquizite for s
a0l irapaition,  This

‘pOwEE
arderly

i3 thio elite wha, joa limited way,

participated - in the exercise af
pover winder  the oolonial regine.
T s destzustfiol  ul” the mass
politics, . snpenidered by the jew
politizal dnsiciv)iens and ames 3t
fix Tostoelne shoel bebavisur smd
ganls abd abgectives | swbich fug
countce  in. thoge of o modern
socictys  These: punist'!  elites;
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cratie nmil sithoristin, - Inehits
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fa. the  diversity of ihe cultiTes
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gquality! of Ahis provess of media-
Huny” oo ow e mediating elites
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o Ftom' the ezisljve- oultural
medfany. But i diing po, ey
have yeb to be alblz Yo hold Gt

to: elve . gore Walue. fyvctem which
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pebitical ovdar, “ At A dater pevial
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cirs - value system o gad why it
seems do be g historieal papeca-
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ol society.  For the present,
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'AIR LANKA REPORT — IV

Barnstorming Capt.
the bottom line

Capt S. R. Wikramanayake

Chairman of
of Directors and

was  both the
the  Board

the Managing Director. He was
Director in

the only Executive _
the Company. In both cases Capt.
Wikramanayake occupied the lead

position and from it stemmed a.

concentration of power and res-

ponsibility in a single person for .

the operation of the Company
~and, therefore, it is mainly he
who has to be responsible for
whatever the status of Air Lanka
is in today. As the Chairman
of the Board of Directors and
the Managing Director of the
Company, Capt. Wikramanyake
had both control of items that
were discussed at the Board and
the authority to implement Board
decisions in an enviroment where

the controls by and accountability

to the sharcholders were absent
for the reasons stated earlier.

This arrangement led directly
to  the development of an
authoritarian attitude by Capt.
Wikramanayake in policy matters,
purchase of capital items, day
to day administration of the
Company including appointment,

disciplinary actions and the finan-

_eial affairs of the Company.
The resultant management climate
in ‘the Company was one in
which the normal checks and
balances that obtain in a public
company were absent :

The Board Minutes
several instances illusirative of
this deficiency. For example, a
" Board decision relating to the
payment of commission to A¢ro-
pace  Finance Ltd, for their

. assistance in the transaction relat-

ing to the lease of the two
Lockheed Tristars LT 11-500s to

British Airways was overidden at

Capt. Wikramanayake’s behest

-~ at a subsequent Board Meeting.
In this same action Capt. Wikra-

manayake aiso overrode theadvice
 of the most senior or his Manage-
_ment team, Mr. Guy Gely, Chief

20

show

~witho a

'Opcrations Officer. My, Gely in
his memorandum of 22 January
1985 recommended that the com-

mission payable fo Aerospace
Finance Ltd, should be a *‘one
shot payment” of US § 25,000
as their intervention was coli=
sidered to be “marginal®.
was presented to the Board and

was approved at the Board Meet-

ing of 30 January 1985. Subse-
guently, on the recommendation
of Capt. Wikramanayake the
Board changed this decision to
a monthly payment of US §
25,000 for the three-year lease
period. This recommendation of
Capt. Wikramanayake which cost
Air Lanka US § 900,000 as
opposed to US § 25,000 was
passed withont demur
Board at its meeting held on

15 March 1985,

This

Lanka.
money was not claimed for this
Aerospace Finance

by the sets of

Peat Midland, the banking arm

of Gniness Peat Aviation.

There is 1o regord of Acro'spzice
the § 500,000

Finance ¢laiming _
for this purpose. We find that
Captain Wikramanayake’s explana-
tion and. action  unacceptuble
and against the interests of Air
On the one hand  the

purpose by
Ltd. and on the other Guiness

Peat Aviation, of which Guiness

Peat Midland is a part, were the
brokers who sold this second
former Qantas aircraft to Air
Lanka.

I appears
transactions  Captain
Wikramanayake was concerned
more  with the interests of an

@ Requested US $ 25,000 — received US $ 900,0001
@ AEROSPACE got US $500,000, without asking!
@ GUINESS PEAT gets US § 9.3 million morel __

In another transaction involving
Acrospace Finance Ltd, in con-

“nection with the purchase of the
second Boeing 747, Capt Wikra-

manavake had authorised Air
Lanka’s Legal Consultant Mr.
J. H. P Ratnayake to release the
sum of US § 500,000 for an
obligation that never arose, from
an amount of money owed by

Aerospace Finance Ltd to Air
‘Lanka without even obtaining the
 Board’s approval. Captain Wikra-

manayake in his evidence and

alsg by a written

asserted that although the mouey
was claimed by Aerospace Finance
Ttd, as charges
~{ransaction  relating
to a financing package to be

put together by Grindlays Bank,
London, which did not materialize,
pavable as

it was nevertheless
charges for ‘the package subse-
quently put through with Guiness

" Digitized by Noolaham Foundation, -
“n o nioolaham.org aavapaham:org == o

submission
delivered to the Commission by
his lawyer Mr, Kumar Paul has

in connection

outside agency than the one he

was both Chairman and Managing :
Director -of.

We  wish to bring
to Your Excellency’s® aftention
that we are of the unanimous
opinion that Captain Wikrama-
nayake’s conduect in relation to

_Air Lanka’s dealings with Aero-

space Finance Lid. has not been

_established as being a “bona fide”
‘action to the Commission’s satis-

faction.

~ These series of Air Lanka’s

transactions with Aerospace Fina-
nce Ltd., cost our national carrier

~approximately US$ 1.5 million
and are examined more fully in
Chapter 5. We
draw to Your Excellency’s atten-
tion that the series of transactions
- veferred  to above were entered

would like - to

into by Capt. Wikramanayake
against the advice from S. G.
Warsburg & Co. the financial advi-
sors to the Government of Sri
Lanka. This advice from War-

that in both

Rakhita did not watch




burgs wiis Dol given. just dses
bl wws Jepoaled eight mooths
lzter oo 30 Foly 1985

Furthereeece - Kir - Woor Shiro
2er, s Me Yinickais Vaaakul znd
Bir. Andesis - Hancen,
sons | who - find . Bren formerly
aasesizied with  Capt, Wikeami-
oayake-in Ube defanet aicking “Adr
st b cben recraited o Ade
Larkn purely on Copt. Wikruma-
Bavike's Cinsiricliions: - Fegm the
evileveg beforo i in o the gase
of Wi Hansen, Cupt. Wikrumia-
milvnke had also pope deiinze the
Aclviee, of B W, 31 Talakuatas:
B, Tilakaento i bic evidenos
o0 15 FLEA stited that hevohjec.
ted wery sfromaly to ths appodngs
ment of bir, [lapsén.  Thers was
it doas of Hekets e the Hongkang
offiee - &#nd Hb wad pal dewn dn
somes Eind of robbery, bige Tavas
ot satisfied, That was the ceasan,”

In the pequisition of eapitul
iewms  sooh A Aireradt @ figd
fram the Board Minutes that Cupe.
Wickrnmunavake hid 100 aceded
ta bhe ndviee of the Board, "Wa
have guoted ocarlier: tha Board
decision regarding the loase of &
Boming 737 Tfiom Guiness Pent
Avilion which led 5 (he treip.
nation of Mr. V. C. Guoutilaka
b wmother instanes, it is recordedl
ik Beard Minuwte Mo,  B5/1:2 on
3 Joouary 1985 that (ke Board
BMembers -had obscoved that the
price tn be paid for Air Lanki's
=eoond. Boeics 747 acguiced frm
Cinotas  through =~ Ciness Pt
Aviation wus zonsiderably higher
than thal paid For the proviegs
gigter aircrafe alis vbinined from
Qantas Airways through Guainess
Prat Avintion.  To support this
S mifion  vherenss Cin TiEice,
et Wikramanayulke at the nexi
Board Mestiag hebd oo 15 January
S5 hd tabied w Setter from
M Thater Sweift. President of Gui.
mess Peat Avialion Lwrope Limie
ted, the brokees whe made thia
elfer, slthausl  the Board had
feyuested  this- gppraizal fros 4
reputable  independent - aiferalt
viluer ;

Similaely, in the cuse of Lhe
lease’ of the Meoreantile Baildang,
i Tilakyrutng’s advice wax for
Adi - Linka, to  rencpotiald the
lease for offiee spupe with Mepa

Il e

AFERACCES,

camtile Credit boecanse- of the
desmbwiitages o Ajr Tanks of
perk s tao years renlal it adviace.
This sdvice wis aot hecded,  Ro
alber lTogatioss were lonked ap
but wme of 1he Board Members,
Mr. D €. ‘Wijesekera, reportrd

bnek that degolivtions. lo ehanga.

the terins and eandilions with
Mersanlite Credit Were ant poe
sibl e ind rroommiended that thesr

Crerms bR Eooapied.

In tliis comtext we would like
to addruw’ YWoor Exesliency's aulen-
Eiisn o fhe tatter Frooo Lie Lanka
wliioh was fabled in Parliavient
il repeodeesl io o the Hidsard
of [R.05.B1 just two months pre-
viously whereln they hud stated
that  office © eceoimmodution was
availahls o the Porl dicen at &
rental evan lower thad it paid
1o the CIEEC,

Your  Exeelioney, it iz alear

Tt iz that the anithornitarino man-
M oI whinh Capl. Wikramana-
wake dealt with the Boord Mo
ey Had with (he Mapsgement
aof “AIr Lanks deterred inflow of
trlvice, Wa  consider that the
Bourd Members were not dillgant
bre ncting to safempurd the inleresis
af “the Ciompeiny and of naticnnl
We o wil o to reiferita
fhal the Bourd - Wembers wein
appointsd by Vour  LxoeHenoy
ond nol By Capt. Wikeramandya.
Ec. As such they should Lave
excrofsed  dus care. 1o, ensuro
‘thar. liie ‘operation of Afr Lanka
relating 0 hoil: sdmidstration
wb the: Company aml its Hoancial
entlmitoents weee of souad coma-
mergial practice ut the wery least,

L'rom our study of the Boasd
Miouwtes wa. find that  whils
duy to dily Hems of compzay
admanistraeiin Wefe ponsidered
by the Banrdund Qapl. Wilrama.
niynku obisingd Board spnetiog
fur these wections, - he Minites
do nat fndicute that policy maliera
rrlating to finaneinl, opeeationsl
of pecsounod] development  were
discpssed jodepth, This s contrs
ery tothe Boand's ewnresnlation
referped to earHer whiereln it bad
beew desided that the Board wonld
ehfcenrrate i policy Jassies, We
ave of ghe Yiew thet this mhealthy
silwation rasnilied feom the com
bination of the posts of Managing

Digitized by"Noolaham Foundation.
noolahamuorg. | aavanaham.org

vingeplion.

rEIVET WEY  1a

Dirgotor and  Chaireain,  of tha
Board, AsCx resule 5ol this can.
baription of ' posts’ tho. ipcombeat
Wik “inc A positan toogonfral o
8 large extond the topies disousasd
at Board Meetiges. ®ithon - fubs
Missiee, althoypeh Eminsnt Bigard,
this cootetd beeomas  bselute.

Wa are iEnrpfised’ ee i
that @ ‘3: onby in Moy 1955 when
the Biand met o thres oecasiois

Sduring the month, that the fiaangisl

health ol “the Company bosime iy
matter of wemodr impartasde o
the  Durd, this from 2 Company
that g Been making a foss sines
At ity mceting beld on
ET Blay 18RS, the Bodard resolved
thmt “"His Exesllency 1the President
be appraised Eolly of the cisrent
position, wad that Hls Execllency
the  Presidsnt  ba  cegweatpid o
pdvise nad aiaist the caprdime"
{Boazd Minote &5/9:2)% This ory
of despair and for help was genera-
ted by these outstanding  personos
ges oo the Hoed and wanld ooly
be, in ow' wiew an éxpression of
thejr alszira o talee shelter Fram
the conscguences of proflicats
stewnrdship of Caprain Wikrara-
nivyulee

We onate from Cept. Wikenmi-
navi¥e's evidenm to the Dummis-
sioit {hut ‘the entire part of ks
working life before he' Begame
Charrman snd Monnping Directar
of Alr Lanks s gs- 30 airline
pilot, and that he hed uo mona-
perial expeticnce.  While we in oo
Wi wish to detfuct Bom tha
responcibilities of &5 commaand
pilot, experiencs has demongtrated
that pifatz  do ot adwravs | make
good-  Ehiel  Executive oficars,
Ia todnys competitizs enylranme st
pnd - the  éoitinnais haitle 1o Ajt
serite and iaimies vields, the fias—
honed Akills of & command pitot
wre of Litlle uas in plamaing, maja-
reining and mansging.  Most of
the prafitable airlin=s in the warld
aea found o Ba i the "sale hands™
of Tintelisrs, PRl g -car’ company
mdnsgers and ensinecrs idminis-
teaturs; oot - “lyiog  chairmant.
The “branstorming’™ days  have
"Dattom  lin="
wabchiop.

antinued - o page )
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IT TAKES

AN EVER-CHANGING

COMPANY

To GUIDE YOU

IN AN

~ EVER-CHANGING

hdARKETPLACE.

~ Mercantile Credit Limited. Long
established -as the leading finance

company in Sri Lanka., Nucleus of a
corporate group whose pohcy has
always been attuned to the change in
the market

: Speclallsts in CREDIT FINANCE
~and TRADE FINANCE. Dwermﬁed
- into fields as varied as Engineering,
Property  Development, ;

Housing,
~ Money and Exchange—Brokmg, Pro—-
duce-Broking, Tourism and Shipping.
- Now wuh lts entry to the fleld of_

Share Broking reaffirming its com-
 pitment to meeting the needs of a
changing market place with the offer
of its resources and expertise to guide |

IO : e o
MERCANTILE g8
CREDIT

55 Janadh:pathn Mawatha, Colomhn 1.

Telephone: 26611—9 '

' Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. -
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Ethnic tensions and the ‘new’ morality

(Excerpis fram the Pastorsl lstter of the Catholic Bshops)

e eefalions uod: conficls -

bt their owo . riamsntdin
ireespoeiive ol sagis-coonamic Fag=
bors.  There: ats Cihinic. Gewyious
aud’ problemed o hoth rich et
posk - eouptriogs . AL LR same
CHanomIs  aiparTaiiEes Atk ensa
SOl Ceiand wnd Tiuresing egonoes
i 1 ﬂi'l'l-:l::ulli:_:i el cavselernis
ethiine conllrels Elhhlc_rjl.-dtl_-'j:a_
sl b handes - imipedeecos
nriie advelopoe g S The: distri-
bubinn, sEjnennie vail teeilthialaa
Yuis - ampliculions: Tor - the sthiic

reiations,

Che spolivy ool ke Qpen
Eramnnty " aulaptel Su 1807 Has
inorimyel ul'.:-ri-:rrLurli-;il::i. and mofi-
wation Cfhre sgunomae aulivity aad
employment. -To o kg wleloomed
Foreizwinvesimensindenssuraped
an expoct’ Grisnted praduction:
While we apprectaie tlie sl
achictements ot - the ccotmnie
dovelopmgnt S prootacimcs af tha
Precont povernment sich as fhe
piver cxlpvdrsion schemes, agris
orltiral wnd Tursl . devalapment,
honsiog. ele, ol the sins, o
note thih they are “nor” wichoot
thiir problems. Ao unregoalaged
pEarkat. economy. can lend. ro
greater dnequality inosofjety wad
kai coweerm for the poor and the
wedll - in pavizty.  Whersss - sub-
gidics- and social -aervizes to 1he
podr weres ponsidered & Canal Gl
ecnnoniie Tpalict for acyede] des
cades: oo they are tegsmilad g
TEability-da- Be redoced # Firus
passibdes - Thare wha have sspitad
have thecadvailass  Thes pich
fends o bogsme  vicher WHthae
most of th poor bpreving theic
conditiofn. dat exaple  of  this
Inck: of “oonepro For the poor was
the disipisgal by gbavcrnmrest: of
ower ALIDD publie servants who
struck work o Tl et demans
ding a wape fncregseal - Ra 300)
per  manths

- The political |:|.|I:$E1_]_|.:|;:|:||:i:3 ot

these econoinis pohicies wers in
the direction: of mach  grestes
contral 6f . peoples’  freedoms
inctoding the righls of workers.
The new Forelgn investment somd
gxporl urienied econdnzic  polioy
reqites overnment and @ dogjte

fabour forde. - The zToostituiien
of 1T willile puwvwnteeing forelgn
elorpriss, made the membersaf
Pavlivmeny de peodait on the piciy
Iidetds b meant fioeflept. that
5 of Parkio ment il ire VSR
ment party. WP were Brovpghe
BEREET | plrnianenl gentrel of the
ChitE  Ewesunve,  Peopls  Hise
fhie last thaaddnipme ot having
TeprTschtatives who are responsibls
tocthidam cand - who gould appeatte
them gl eléetiony and by election,

The Constitusional amendments
wler [UHE, fhe Proridentleleotions
i Chataber (382 helid oo wnid 5
fall #eurs bofars tha dur dags,
i the postponement of parlic
smeEatary. ganeral eleglinn by ths
Belerendam ol Bagember - 952
mennt that the Wolkeen districta:
had o -keepi their 19T KI1Ps:
posgibly till 1982, thoush they
noted fagainal  thiswt the Bofors
caduny,” Thois; they oconld ‘ot
e chose: thelr répresentatives
to Parlpinent,  inetensipzly, mars
and amare s goveromene MPR 1w

uneledled nomimess of the raijne

paely, L anv-esse, thiy have )l

Winded over their waiiaed [etiecy

ol resianation (o 0iliE President
Thie whole progess {4 reluted oo
the edonomic options ol the povren-
menl wrhich stated (Bat it wonted
o Jong period of stabilily to corry
throngh s develapient, policicsn
Howsver they had &< nn impast
o honiain +ighls amd ethois ro.
Biskions i1 Lhe SORTLTY,

Social and Cultural Factors

oA fur as (he fundamental
arfentation. of our society iz on
the power of gansyin privats
hands to- degermine  the © issues
ebbecrding  econnmic and “tocial
Iife there is @ basic  homarahity
atUe yery gore of dde soiGlg=
BEnlOmIin SYEiem. AL ecodomin
finlicy, “chat  lacks an  adeguirs
cuncern far  the  poog gl tha
welt o Tns the wisk ol subordin:
aiingaquity and abeial  justics
Lo Cedomainie congidesations. cood
of ‘neglectine the  dignity -of the
humin = persod @il sacrificing
huntain” mights Far  ‘profit. . Evan
gecorling o olfizial soorars, mals

Digitized by Noolaham Eeundation.
fioolaham.org-|-aavanaham:org
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S ciet

HIETITSO | B . gquite Hight ° Aboai
35-40% | preccdhiopl ehildren

Thre- saranigdly under edris Heck

When sueh i system tanils fownrds
authoritariinizm, there 35 5 com-
bty ol the priovities ol pro-
Rt angd power, Whizh tends- o
prevenl et eisenn Cfgn
mtvid by sl i,

Itiis to-be foared {hut ~oar
sogiety -hag -hden eWalying writh
too little respect foreh= valioas
af the human pepson. “We hive
atcaneaged] individualism ta ke
neglect ol thes. ohlications s the
CRMEAFILITY - ooasnTaeriant rekard-
less of preseot social cosbs gl
of Tuture indehetediess. Tnsodfur
as- the economic syaton s Left
free i pperace scoording lo mere
forees ol  supply  mpd
demund, therc i seang remicd for
what 5 peadeced, by whom, at
what | pricy aind Por whose: bencii.
Thire. i 20 ecpngmic Arréspaiiai=
Pility thot teglects the ofeds ol
toe paor and the wenk, of tha
enviconmenl. and  of notwre itse]l,
YWiilo etopbotosnt is provided,
thers !irmulll)l be & manicaring of
the purpose of employment aod
ol “the “just -ahaving al the social
nresliiet.

In 1h= wbseuce of codnleryniling
pawer of the poar in the pabitios]
system, fRe bovoomic sysiem may
pperate oot oonly agapvsl  them,
bt wpainst ecciate fLself.  Thoz,
vhe sogialicosts af ths firse sende
migratio ave bardly iken aeeai
of iu polisy decisiuns-condeiniing
thess metivicids,  Cheldren; yoach
womed 4 pished by fher Gtk
plzion  of the: sibustion afising
rost ol bine tosell themszlves
o the - batmar gairkes; reparndless
of oihef wasis,  Uhe  Testriclinns
wo Thet welivilizs ~ of - Siganiaed
lahior mukes thia subordimition
of homun beings to 1hs ecomomic
minchine easiar

The government-has doge nnich
v expind Cedocatiomal {wailitei
alall levels, We regret haweror,
that fhe relicioni anil Formative
sanent of EHE S education Sof ohils

aleen has been. raher- megloctod
Boituble - persiiael e ot Faps

pesged for  Lhis:  This i a2 oon-
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trlbutcry fcctor_ fcr
- ‘motal decline
_-1"1 recent yc;‘.rs._

*Bir
Ths cxpics.

both iis posﬂ.zve and'
: 'mf}ue'_lces . .

= With th1s moml cecime, o=
discipline  is rampant. Crime,
robbery, kldnappmg or- dlbap-..'
_pearance of persons are all
the inerease and now - rcachmg
frightening proportions. Brlbery >

and corruption are said to be
more rampant thm ever before

both in extent and i the amounts -
involved. The Ccmmlssmm dus

on contraets a re

'\clld to lcave

- those wnh:" -political patronage.
~ The use of Narcotic drugs is
~said to have reached menacing
~levels.
Unorganised young women are
a section of the lubour force
that is most susceptible to exploi-
tation by the modern phenomenon
of Free Trade Zones in which

conditions while there is
~defence of the workers

ittle

 of a sexval mnature are also

 concommitant with some forms

. of employment as in touarism in
West Asia.

There is also an incrzase

the break up of famijlies,

in
in
veneral

dmcdses m '

_ cncern in plibhc policy.
-.'T_hc primacy of profit and power

_and justice.

. The prowth of thuggcry a'
- means of dlsbandﬁg public pro-
-=_.;_cﬂiccr5' found guilty by

rights, all add o

v:clence

t'hc' serious * to itself,
society
T
in the availability of the media
“of social communications expose
_cverycue - mcludmg chuureq 10 ences

egative  a zdecp BAD of pcrccptlcns :
~communions seperate the majore |
ethnic communities.
sidered “terrorists™
‘are thought of
o fghters”
- forces considered national heroes |

of cccupatlon by cthers :
country is in serious danger cf..'_ 7
-.dwlsmn and furthe _disastcr

ndue advantags to

investors are given most favoured

: rights.
The explc:tzrticn and harassment

female and -male prcstltutlon 1n-_

-‘Drgamzed'-"'and 1mprcgnated juto

seems to rule over morahty and_: us- to - have

_-rehglous traditions dil of whlch._'____
- present values_-and norms for right

~human relationships.
_Z_"unclellymg ‘togetiherness
“messa
}_prcgoac mdlthrlya
love,
-_:___:clxmate of fcstcsmg Crrmc and.'_‘._

'T

tests; the -promotion of pchce:
; the
. Supreme Court of violating human ]

Al these complicate and. are

complicated by the ethnic differ-
- At present
; and e

“and ccnﬂlets

oy
by another.

by some are

'_1cty tlsu_' raises a faund

or of profit or of the powerful
themselves ? What is the nature
and identity of our society, country
and nation ? On the satiz,factory
resolution of these issues will
depend our continuance as
nation
peoples.

Chrlst‘ﬁah Reﬂectnon
T "tuaticn into whlch

- into" ourselves in
personal and collective reflection
on the very purpose and meaning
of human life and of human society.
The breakdown of relationships
among peoples,

our ways of
behaviour,
In this situation it is natural for

Tecourse  to

thinking and

Therc is an
in

- of our religions

ureh. m._.S.r ?anka.g

I té’h&'s tc"'derﬂc'ralrze'_.' e
the perqcns of good will and o
strengthen the unrighteous. - e

_crscm gon- |
by one group.
“laberatmn .

Security

' of a Chief BExcutive.

seen as an army
Theie

ol What are the goals
nd norms of public life 2 Ts
‘power to be a service to people

one -
and as frce and civillzc'd :

e management on the part of the

1 ;I;ves- and our Country have |-
- been plunged is compelling us to |
go deeper

and of law and
order in the country reveal to us___

our. -

the
which
compassion,
“service and the genuine
.S.human commumty, as the path to
-humdn fulfilment :de happmcSS"

Furthcrmcrc, Capt Wlkraman
'.;yfikp in his exidence before us
'stdtcd that he did not have time
to read the correspcndeﬂc
~ arrived on his desk which 1
{ a part of the nmmal - functior
When he
- was questioned abont the dismissal
“and subsequent re-appoiniement
Loof Mr. R V,..‘Shanmug*mathan, and
how it camo to. pass that he
allowed a man resmgned” ‘because
| ot his poor ﬁnanclal record with
_Air Lanka (o be re-appointed at
- a higher level and to work directly
under “him, Capt. Wakra\mangv'

ke cla: med that he did not know
_ the reasons for Mr. Shanmugana

nathan’s remgnatmn When it was
pointed out him that all
correspondence was copied to him,

Capt. Wikramanayake stated that ;

he did not have the time to look

into correspondence  that - Was
| passed to him, We find this a
- clear  example of 1rrcspcns:b1

Chairman and Managing Director
of A ~In most yeats he

1t _the Island on. daty
travel or piloting an aireraft for
approximately 104 to 120 ddys
per year.

: I..et _Pakustan. P

'inaed from page _9

respons'c,- --Assmant Secretary of
State Richard W. Murphy told
a House hearing lastwcck Demels
and denunciations issued f
Islamabad will not suffice.
- Pakistan wants to demonstrate
good faith, the way to de
s obvious, Must of the world’s
= nents, including those of
1 the United States ‘and the Soviet
Union, have opened their peaceful
'-.._-_nuclcdr facilities to - internationa
- inspection,. If Pakmtans e'lnc];
mcnt qctlwtles are - mncccnt an




Thomas Cook
makes it even more
convenient for you
with their
new
branch office at
Bambalapi tlya.

Call s for:
Travel (Air/Sea)
Tours

Travellers Cheques
Purchasing /Encashment

Drafts

Encashments

Thomas Cook

Tha truste d name in travel, Everywhere,

FAEans

245, Galle Road, Colombo 4. Tel. 580141,580275
{Opp. Holy Family Comment)

Hearl Office: 16 Sir Baron Jayatillehe Mawaiha,
VEL, 6458714 COLOMaO 1.

.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



30 TIONWW SS9LZ x#ey

v£0ZZS 'S0vZTS -duoydeja
Gl OQuWO[0]) ‘sasiliaigd LOd

- "P11°9)
JUWID) duLIeW

IoMmeyey

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (4).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp
	1 (21).bmp
	1 (22).bmp
	1 (23).bmp
	1 (24).bmp
	1 (25).bmp
	1 (26).bmp
	1 (27).bmp
	1 (28).bmp

