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SOUTHERH FRONT

NEWS BACKGROUND

The northern strategy
moves ‘south’

hile Mr. S. D. Bandara-
nayake, the MP for Gam-
paha has urged the government

to initiate a “dialogue with the

militants’ that in the context of
youth unrest in the South, incre-
asing violence, the continuing
arrest of Sinhalese youth and
the ‘Staie’s crackdown on what
UNP stalwarts style “‘Southern
terrorists” (a loose label for the
proscribed J¥YP, which is accused
everyday by the police of all
manner of mayhem) Mr, D.E.W.
Gunasekera had a warning word
or two that no intelligent regime
should dismiss lightly. He said

“I would urge the ~government

if there is any problem in the
South met to introduce the tech-
niques you did in the north”,

What was the
approach to the northern sitoa-
tion from the mid [970°s? It
was treated as a “law-and-order”’
problem. Crack down and crack
down hard. What happeued ?
“While Tamil youths were bemg

1'1dlscr1m:natcly arrested in ‘secu-

Tity sweeps’, the not-more than
100 hardco_rc_' LTTE ‘terrorists’
began to hit isolated targets —
ecoonmic targets to collect money,
and individual targets, of two

kinds, informants, village officials

_and po.licemen-- (especially Cib
sleuths) and pro-SLEP = govern-
ment Tamil leaders, Durayappah,
the Jaffna Mayor and MP being
the most notable victim, At the
same time, more and more Jaffna
families were finding their young

sons taken away to police stations

-and beaten up or worse. These
families = became * ‘sympathisers’
ef - the ‘Eelam®
- — not because they supported the
“idea of a separate state, not at
all, but out of anger and bitter-

1ness, ~and later admu qt;an for the
LITE res;stanc i o the repres--' :
~ sion. - e

4

government 5 -

rists”’

: Believing that every crime,

Movement

cop-shop and ;
kev, satisfied that the PTA and
. the Emesrgency will take care of

‘Terrorism’ so quickly acquired
popular sympathy; and sympathy
turned iuto support, and support
into active support and participa-
tion,

The law and order problem
becomes a  ‘security’  problem,
The army moves in. As the spiral
of viclence rises, and the violence
spreads  beyond the north’s
borders, it became a national
security problem.

In our August 1st issue, the

first number of the LG to be
published after the post-accord
riots, we wrote:- .

(1) 1t was anti-government, non--
communal, On this point at least
there appearstobe a wide consensus
which includes the more intelli-
gently observant UNP'ers. Within
the UNP, this unfortunately,
leads to the temptation to pin
the blame entirely on the JVP.
“The JVP dunit’” is the instant

answer of most UNP’ers and even

the non-UNP upper middle class.

‘How this answer mocks our own

recent past! Every act of violence
was the work of “Eelam terro-
. How scif-assuredly offi-
cialdom offered this explanation,
and = how enthusiastically our
media, without exceptioq, propo-

‘gated it

It is ironic foz another reason.
every

act = of ‘mischief, every protest

was IVP-organised, the law-and-

order agencies cracked down on
Sinhalese  youths, particularly
undergraduates and high school
students (or those who looked
like university students!) and
dragged them ¢o  the nearest
threw away the

““justice” and * “‘human rights".

- This is pot to exculpate the JVP

'Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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e involvement of
sympathisers or activists,
but to draw attention to the
more important fact that the
repressive  measure of  recent
years created, and multiplied
‘enemies’.  Repressive rule, as
situations in so many countries
have amply demonstrated (and
the LG has recently focused on
South Korea) sows the seeds of
its own destruction. So one con-
clusion may be drawn. This was
a mass uprising (restricted to
certain  areas  though, and the
identity of these areas is most
interesting) in which the youth
played a major role, and both
the militancy and the direction
came from lower-middle &lass
youth, in pants, oot sarengs. The
youth-student . component, the
sangha included, was cxtrcmely
large.

{2) The campuses, the scene

or dicount the
IVP

of continuous disturbance in recent

times, were the foci, from Kelaniya,
Moratuwa and Kandy to the
Ruhuna, "the traditional. JVP -

stronghold. The articulate univer-
sity and ‘A’ level student is the

natural spokesman of discontented
youth. 8till the *prairie’ eludes us.

In our issue of 1/4/86, the
LG’y cover story was THE
MIDDLE GROGUPS LEAD THE
WAY™, withastrap line, ‘Doctors,

Dons, DEI‘ltIStS Nurses. . .0

Discontent was spreading. It
had a wider embrace — another

generation, another social stratum.

® @ e
A brief but vivid account of
the scene in the deep south was
written recently by Senaka Sama-
rasinghe inthe SUNDAY TIMES:-
“The similarities between sonth-

~ern militancy and eagly horthern

militancy are too many to ignore.

“‘He was actoally seen at a funeral

at Beliatta’’ says Mc. Pathirana
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Suaks Samarasinghe
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call these dthe pruhlem of teai-
el pithy B e
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SOUTHERN FRONT

~ NEWS BACKGROUND

Quarrels in the kraal

==he UN.P. has a massive

five—sixths majority in Parlia-
ment. It is the majority it won
at the 1977 elections on a 529
‘vote. The electoral system, not
the UUNP, was to blame for that
gross distortion. In the recent
past, both major parties
been the beneficiary of systemic
deficiencies. This overwhelming
strength was perpetuated. by the

Referendom of Dee. 1982, The

balance of power, such as it was,
changed to the ruling party’s

advantage when the TULF, the

main opposition party which won
16 seats in 1977, decided on a
phased  withdrawal from the
assembly after a constitutional
amendment rushed through the
House in the immediate after-

math of the Joly 1983 anti-Tamil

riots.

- In such circumstances the re-

signation of the MP for Ratgama,
a newcomer to the House, should
~ mol not raise eyebrows. Yet, the
context vests importance even on
what ordinarily would be a trifle.
But the resignation has in  fact
provoked a great deal of interest.
For three reasons.  Firstly, it

was the first resignation after

the Peace Accord. Secondly, the
M.P. pave the Accord as the
reason for his decision and finally,
he comes from Ratgama.

In most countries, there are

arcas and regions which are
traditionally ideatified with strong
political - views —— party,
logical, ethnic. (For historical
reasons, for instance,
the Mason-Dixon :
US is described as

line in
the

the

ragism.)

Ra‘fgama has .be‘en.known,-'ju'st -

like the Matara

‘Left strongheld’. :
wella area earned a similar label,
largely because it was “thescene
of the 18SP's first mass . mobi-
lisation campaign — anti-malaria

district, ‘as a

have

ideo-
south of

6ideep'
south" and. identified with White

(The Avissa-

and the bome of Philip. Guna-
wardene, the constituency of N.M.)
whereas Matara was Dr. Wickre-
masinghe’s home and a C, P
bastion,

So with the Ambalangoda,

Balapitiya-Ratgama belt. As in
other paris of the island (South

or North) caste and other con-

siderations also played a part.
When the traditional Left moved
Centrewards (MEP, S.L.F.P.) the
ideological <red’’,
the S.L.FP. <“blue” made these
“pinko-radical”  or anti-UNP
“progressive.”  All this changed
with the 77 <“green revolution’.

As the IGP's annual reports
over the years testify, this belt
is also a high erime area, given
to violence more. than most
others. : :

While the 'deep South is also

regarded as the traditional bas-
tion of fervent Sinhala—Buddhism,
the ‘Ratgama area is also know
for its ideological militaney.

Mr. Somaratne told Parliament
that he could no longer support
UNP policies, after the Peace

Accord where there was no proper

consultation with the rank-and
file, and no popular consent can-

- vassed.

Yet, his resignation speech pro--

voked unusually heated exchanges
~in_the House between

of Education and Youth Affairs,

“and the Leader of the Opposi-

tion, supported by many other

Opposition MPs, notably the MEP

leader Mre. Dinesh Gunawardene,
The Daily News (26/9) reported:
~Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe Minis-
ter of Eduacafion then rose to a
point of order.

He said while an MP had
the right to make a farewell

statement, he mwust abide by the

standing orders.  According to
standing order 84, no member
should impute an improper mo-
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mixed with

s you.

govern-
_ment, principally the Minister

vations

~UNP ' is
. Nonetheless,
an the krall, even if it is
‘elephant trouble’ as the Singlish
€Xpression goes, :

tive to another MP. No MP
stayed outside the hall while the
parliamentary group meeting was
in progress as stated by the MP
for Ratgama. el

In his letter of resignation to

the President, the MP had said
. he could no longer go

to his
electorate. Que result of the
accord was that the people of
Ratgama were now rid of an

unpopular MP. Opposition MP’s

(on their feet) Stick to the point
of order- i

‘Mr. Wickremesinghe: He can’t
say that. He can’t make his
farewell and get out calling us
cowards, (shouting) Get out, you
coward, pet out !

Mr, Anura Bandaranaike (to the
Chair amid opposition protests);
What is the meaning of this?

This is a disgrace!

- Mr. Speaker: The Minister of
Education has gone off his head !
I am conducting the business
of this House, pot you.

Mr. Wickremesinghe: But you

should not have allowed him to
- contravene standing orders. . .

Mr. Speaker: I ant not so wWise
Off his head!

President JR told the Planters
Society *“Make no mistake, my
parly will vate en bloe for the
Accord. . .en bloc. . !

No doubt one elephant does
not make a herd. Of course,
one of the constitutional inno-
permits the party fo
nominate another MP whenever
a MP resigns his seat, So even
it two or twenty resisn, the
tominees  will' be present at
voting time — unless there is a
mass  desertion - or - abstentions
when the vote is called. The
not expscting  that.
there is quarreling
not




HUMANM RIGHTS

NEWS BACKGROUND

Public awareness grows

ol ly,  dhe - Blagdshel  snd

tive Bnrrorsof recrot veice Riave
brousle o [ew Blosziogs. OUne of
thew surely 35 fur preater public
twtareness - of CVhHoman riakts™,
wriid the Sfondumental Tizhts” ensh-
ringd in the eonstitntion, © Unlass
ihe people are comsciows ot Their
rigoie, lawaerd and the hawan
Tiphts ‘arenps face Ao wphill gk,
Even the medis  pooores 4t 0T
treats imporiant cuses s saother
dull telzl

Rereeotly, the Chijel foslice, M1
5 Shatvanainda lhimsell ooted in
the eose of ® jodgmeat on a
seemnilgly (rivin]l complaint that
“lhes Fbeply ol an indindaal i
& melter of great comslilo]ioms]
importance’’.  He was adidressing
his mind 1o the subjocr af arrest’,
The compluint was harmHy 5 public
fgure — Mathusrceran: Pvncivi-
vam of Templesinoe<tite. Ladion,
who waramnested while fruvelling
i B bags Clijel Jostice Bharva-
manda zaid, “ghe  petitionsr hed
siated (o oo 257 1936 while
traveiling “in a CTH hus, the
petitioner - wia o arcceted by the
third Respondent, Soraeant Majih-
deen il wis detdined’in 4 cunp
G Awgrast 4 1988, wrilhel Being
informead of the ehayzes or Feusons
for his afrout'”

HThat on- Avgwst, 4. 1986 he
wis astnnlied by the fhird ress
pondant &k olber  securiiy pei-
sonnels - They  continued b ase
gnle hin o uecg ke nereed: go
make & statemenl on the  lines
stuggesicd by tha thitd regpondong

. Colvin B de Silvir 1% moe
ordingry. Towwver; He'ds,  as thew
say i Hulfizdorp, & Lion of the
HWar, He has also heen it politics
for kalfn coniury ) erowning that
career by aeping the poritolio

ol Conzlutionl Afuirs apd belp=

ing dealto the 1972 Cdoastituting;

In an ioterviswowich the 1SLAND
he made the Fallawing - obEsiva-
i e

In mioce pecent times the tuling
reaiime may be not thot [orthrom-
ing abaat admiiting the  wide-
apread vse of tortore oc in the
fnaiznds of cresuiion, hut shacc
the commarn ahjoctive of intini-
shating - yhe - peaple, Predictably
the tse Gl barbere 150 demed ]:'l].'
e miate, o That worl  §s 10k
beied afl i jhe galive  Torge',
U sermior oliveer sk,

Bt a3 never. pnssibla fo
provent the  news pelling ol
Former detainess who huve them-
gelves bren torvtured or witaessed
athers  beios tortpred come out
pod -tell kbe tale; Local buman
riphts Eroupa ace ot vp fo collest
and disseminate informaiion. And
the Governgment - fnevitably has
Tor fuees the Pl Velard of warldwida

nblicity when- b iy pggwsed | of

uroan; tights violitions in, the
Jiptecoational fora.
Apart  Treon the  immediote

chjectiveataxieiciing information

cad ennlessanst (he other main

ohjective nf jortnre i5 o oreate
a vlimare aof fem

WWliat i reprosyni Tor excepl
tointifoidabe e popilariungT
asked D, ©alwin TLode Sibkin
ati- urterview e the S The Telamd™.
Mat merely Lorlece, ~any fopm ol
repregsion 15 inlemled o imimi-
date the people.  Reprossion cug
aldl wsiglly dloes ) inchodz Spaces
ol dorture  H=  cootinmod, - that
wivy - it's- pari - of eveiom of iniis
midation™

The regima is hel opduly both-
srod - abaul the knowledas of  the
widespreail ioripre of  snspects
rerpifig tpl 1o The weneral pulbl e
Ui ds very roselpoychiog can ho
proveit. And theo too sich cagey
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ere dovariahly dizmiseed as odd
peourencey,  kamnbitbed e rhe
Blisck sheep orithe seourily [irees:

Tuspite ~of the numeroys sife.
guards eoale ined in Che=wiristitie-
tian 1o prote ot the pitize s nahinst
e awise of cheir huiman vighe,
which . ties Peaimis s fomd of bedds
i oup s oons el the Rallmacks
af o Just amll riztheous soniely,
atich lepal provisions e efeaiive
o o the cxtent thal  matiers
come  ap before cnot.

“ﬂ” I.Ir LG NsL nr|.1_-.- Lh-: |::11.'.i:|.'l,-:1"5|r
Bk Coibizens e Llos suaniry ko
of innwmerible oises ot rivlenes
in palics custody, tocindipe killioa
it the  palies oatations;  whizh
other cxolafations ave given and
accetited, mot trothfotl™, pointed
orf Dip o Rilya:

g thecothee hand, o hasavs;
there oare niany Ways-ol benting
withoit legving onirks.  MYaon ean
bext peaple  alobest  wncanscious
without leaviog amy mark, it you
Eroea what 1o Haub © ik aned
where to beat™, -be wilded. One
technigiie We 2ays i8 o luy pro-
ple ot goihle and  beut Lhem
i the sy ool thepn  feet, with
sy b - potive  hato,

In ather' methnds ool tortacs
the wictin s I"II:I1I.j.|I; (roarm a0
by ahe “hareds oF thembs o fed
belind o his gk and - bedten.
Incerrogatiors reparisdly call this
shelicnpier {riining ™

Priseners wrte usnaily atripped
ks “heéfore the¥ "dres cottured;
10 muxz them  fesl cormplersdy
getencelass and homalifiled, Somles
timis prisnbers are- braien On
the soless of Odeir deet - while
they avc hoig upside down Chilli
powder 1s gobbed on to  seiEi-
v ci'Eans, or suspecte ave forond
to - inhale the- fumes of “burning
clilhess The  sAncteot’ fofo - of

LTRTE  yhare ofhe prigGecr it

borteds with iron rods . Qs
in- lege !

alsi



NEWS BACKGROUND

AMNESTY — a Iegal-pohtlcal debate beglns

!nterpretatlon and ofﬁmal action
on the clause in the India-
Sri Lanka Peace Accord which
calls for a general amnesty to
all those convicted, charged or
arrested = under the PTA and
Emergency have provoked what
could prove an exciting leogal-
cum-political discussion and de-
bate.

including the Leader of the
Opposition, took up the issue
in Parliament when the emer-

Several Opposition MP’s,

The cases against two accused'

were  withdrawn minutes afier

indictments were served,

On 18/9, the same judge hearing
a similar case where Mr, U. M.
Siripata of Polonnaruwa was in-
dicted under the PTA said that *he
did not see why a distiaction
should be drawn between persons
offending the provisions of the
PTA in the North and East and
elsewhere’”. The Fgland reported:

gency was debated on the 25th.

What is more the main Oppo-
sition parties, the SLFP, the LSSP,
SLMP and CP have issued state-
ments on the matter. In the
latest statement, the CP. and
S L.M.P., call for <parity of
treatment’’. (See CP-SLMP agpeal
to President)

In Parliament, the M.P. for
Kalawapa, Mr. D. E. W. Gunase-
kera, referred to a case heard
in the High Court of Colombo.
The High Court Judge Mr. M. IJ.
Jesuratnam, drew the State Coun-
sel’s attention to the fact that
the previous week he had with-
~drawn a P.T.A. case against 13
persons. Reportmg the case, the
SUN (15/9) statsd

13 accused,

Charges agamst
_indicted under the Prevention
of Terrarism  Act (PTA) were

dropped by Atterney General
Siva Pasupathy at the Colombo
High Court yesterday, acting

under powers wvested in him by

section « 194 of Criminal

Procedure Code.

the

- The decision was a sequel to
a directive by the = Attorney-
General’s Department to  drop
all charges against those detained
for crimes committed during the
period of the ecthnic conflict in
the north and the east.

Among the accused was a
person indicted in connection
with . the -suspected _kmmg of

. five oflicers of ‘the sé¢ fity ’foxceb-'
.durmg the conﬂlci - :

8

| SLMP-CP Appeal to
Pres_ident'

The secretaries of the CP
and the SLMP have written
to President Jayewardene
seeking parity of treatment
for suspected terrorists coun-
trywide.

Their letter asks that in
| the same way such persons
from the northern and eastern
provinces held under the PTA
or charged in the courts for
such  offences are being
released, the same should
be done for persons elsewhere
in a similar position.

- “We are of opinion that
sich an action on your part
will contribute greatly to
enhancing the benefits to the
country from  the recent|
peace accord,” the letter
signed by Mr, K, P, Silva of
the CP and Y. P. de Silva of
the SLMP has said

Colombo High Couort Judge
Jesuratnam  yesterday observed
that he did not see why a dis-
tinction should bhe drawn between
persons offending the provisions
of the Prevention of Terrorism
Act (PTA) in the North and
East and elsewhere. '
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- committed

person

- State Counsel Vijltha Malala-
goda prosecuting in a case in
which one 1J. M. Siripala of
Polannaruwa was indicted under
the PTA submitted to court that

his instractions  were that he
should withdraw all the cases
where offences were committed

in the North and East but this
offence he said had been com-
mitted in the Central province,
and therefore he was unable to
withdraw the case. .

‘The trial judge said that under
the PTA the Court could not
bind over mor pass suspended
sefitences on persons convicted
of an offence. Therefore he said
he would order the accused in
that case be imprisoned till

rising of court,

" The Kalawana MP, citing the
learned judge’s observations, told
Parliament: :

'-According to the terms of the
peace accord and looking at the

decisions arrived at several cases .
- filed under PTA are to be with-

drawn. People in the South who
are facing similar charges must
be freed. I know even Mabara-
gama MP’s brother is under arrest.

When people who have com-
mitted murder have been re-
leased, then why can't these

~ people be released?

The SLFP’s Mr. Richard Pathi-
rana {Akmesmana) made the same
point: :

A number of people from the
North who had been in prison
have been released. Why haven’t
the Sinhalese prisoners who have
" similar  crimes  not
bcen released. :

A Sinhala man who pleaded
guilty was punished but a Tamil
who had committed a
similar crime was freed. Is this
justice? Is this how a fair and

reasonable government conduets

itself?




The Making of a Militant

Gadri [Email

mir-onoe gat under g tres in
v indian willage. He was an
ordinary man, with naspecial skills
oF - sond itivily, eaanpity wangiFing
O womenae from his homes o,
The  «iilagers thoaoht be wis W
sungast Fletoceame to him for
gebvipe w2k sort. of thioga, The
man wirs shitially puzzled by itall,
but mradwilly eame to enjoy <the
game,. his-role im gt One ddyv-a
prewt droths ot the viltage. Thay
tricd ail sorts of things, mo did wot
rain. Tl aorpied allicgers fudd
the man that i by Gasted Lo e
thie raing-wonld gomwe, The man
Ensw the joke wos Gp. - Heowiis nat
old cnongh o dis 1iowaver, Lhers
wan nothing slee e counkfde, I
R sppepoed sbe tules S0 b bl
to play ehegame to-thesnd. Accor-
dinmhy withe Lol eorcimdy, he
lrepan hiva tast,

Theatarpesiler, 18t us cull im
Tarpsh The tals be told ool kg,
Wit “that ot an Indisn wricr
Baresh was 8 member of omeof
the Tarnil militant  orgagisatians,
ceb Lhist e generadion of Tamil
!,l-::-u['h which rafpoed 1o skl its
mspons'ibilil,iﬂﬁ. A nkoee than
that,  Lle wis ha way siandards
brilliaot:

He was bt rare underzrinlioge
who, - whet he  cdropped  miores
canld Back doowith o relewanl -
pation and ai intelViaeathy coherent
nrgaleel, A tiat clasd wan his tor
tha duking. Bud-he wasaioa hond,
Fhey define anandererad as some-
ot it Al the prleiegessaf dn
webult ara fsns of the respanaibili-
bigs, Phaesh sds apto painting the
Leswie ced Thenin the seeabid terpl
ool hass fhest yoar, e deapped-oot

Drexl anet Win o thten woars, dme
e riabeminds ptahe deaths lakers
e bapnsd g g ey \.1.I.'I.:l:I"H.|.L'-J_.| FHLE
Evenin il siskad whether | omes
membered bim. Yo yuestinh T

Uaasttt gaew b Toergel. He Jookel
verw different; shinoy o, weviay
bEard, spectacizztisd todether wilh
wire, torn grack shosa: We proges-
dedintaik - —or, racher, b did — 1l
fhe cavly hotca of the wmorniog,

toisked why fie joined wpe  Ha
replizd s of howss sayiop some-
thing self-evidenl. "whiat zlse |5
thers: to. do?l " Fhen  procceded  to
relate atory after slury that give
Tafe e che fxcte ood stotistica of
Tamit gl'im'ﬂn'cts ol the Farincr
whin had boss Bis Jamd to eoloniza-
fion and now waa s day laboseee
wazr bl g feod his gix childien. OF
the boy who put everything inle,
aave Lp-evesyibing - far s the " A°
Tewels Failed to gt be - Wedical Col
feps by one mark, thes (hzaw down
Iubs lonka and picked ypan AK-4T,
OF the ouly mals i u Farily af
Fiwar who owegs o chot el by e
forges, leaving the fumily pennitess
relngess, The'idenlism came ont
cleacty, was did il foummitment,
the purpese, the dedication.

The unwinding

e spake with & quist Smotivn u
mabier of CEier coaviction thin
muerylbing he aaid was trme, e
pesdl sy ot aoaptiy,t e osaid,
TR se otlerariss we Eannot b
frem, Westint Lo develop ousland,
tor de erhatever we owiniig, 't Thizy
wnulde’t scitle for prauiny reginnal
aptonomy? The reply was i Tty
of seerety Forde atfacitios agmEnsl
Tiomet civitianas Thers was oo Wiy
ol Enoaing whoiher all were droe,

TR messape s thot wes orke Tk

wanted by &vioc TLanka. They tallg
pewoe ands docwal W Chuve 1o
chies’ the avooy ant sand liherate
Thaoil=elom " Fhien be seod vp,
rudde wodisr aal chas fagers =od
smoshed 3 ol he takls: M There
in nobther e :
At that stuge, bwe veese bach ignos
ezat-af rmopoliticn] cedlinnes’

Todayr he looks Like jmybode's
farourite gon. The bowesd was 1oim-
micd neacly e ponal to ma kel mad
offfocy jealous; the o jends - were
Jordache, qhs e-shirt, Liacoste: (he
ety down spectaclss hud riven wos
Lo Branizl Oy lepy s1vle Tindzed piss-
si; chis hadoceved polizhed: bis
shioer.  Adter thres weeks of the
gand Lifein Colombs, aos saw-the
hepinsangs of & pot
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Psyshogically, he win coming
upict, 10 his fiee senelled just that
Little af perlrne, his-whole self
ginok ol ‘defest, Ehis mtan who
loved to talk politios refu-cd ta
disetas the political <itualion

Then.  one fiahi he unwound,
He had been drinking wrrack all
everihg Wil & dewaar Fervourn
S denbe, b theew a plaasful fote
bigmusidi, then s2emed tootrw o
criah the tumbler by e foeee of
iz fiopera. Falliog beput s dodn
aivAd 1ie o Brigtal. Fle =aid; ““Fhe
whole chterprize wae  doomed 1o
failors Froan the wery asget.”

15 peircd oot another sbod
Hrnir st astake was theoreticzl,
We pnlied goa-onaticnd] hiberation
gtruoele und Eammred  adpsclves
to Cubu and Yistoam snd MNicaea,
gua, We could  buve thuughl of
HnsTra, of Busgque Spaii, ol Braires,
Fhey have been figbiine [uc years
in BEritrce apuinst Bthiopiug rapre-
sefint aad nobady caveds, You ko
trhat Haeodd Wilson  said sbout
Bintral Heosaiad e dedalc care
whether w mallen B liad foodic,
thar Mizerin. bl o peamiin wied,
Tl post=yweur interationg] syslam
diici. nat permit the coeatien ol
nea Eiafen.

Hioew aboat Cypous, Baoguiadeas?
He srailad] litanoiber fag - He hiad
cloarly thoaraht i1 alf oot It was
like giving o gomimand o4 aomipus
ter, TFhe aswer cae il mmiiedn -
|:1r|_1_,'. ke Tirkich lf.-:y."p'rur: s
nal hesl ecoditamed hy -any othee
CUISELT o i ghich |'|'|1||:‘:,_ ol CATLrse,
1'\|.r|;.i::,". Thiat |11l!_'.-' Ty st L
war sanog Bwrmzlides i bon special
cuses lrany e L Pekisuin wis an
wriificiul “ereaticn of ‘the Mritich
for dto own pdioposed. fodis was
bip gpodah aq o wasand the British
did wot want a1 fo T ahuge Super
pusaies.  Feorn the hegianing, the
Benmzalis had | peollesn: with the
west Pakis:  The sarvreal ol thiat
B as Ao gingh ealily with the
Lwo it thoatsands ool e sy
froins pach -l.'|15'||:r-,, e kind caf a
rravdclE T wenbdn®t have lasted,

iyl iespited ndin’s gens

D
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Eritegis  cinterests e hiforcate
Fakistan, ' '

Then he g0t feally wozrs. *Wiat
the Blociy hell, Tsay. “All those
eintemenls seainst Thamil Lukam
mude by bmlians, Coulde™t Lhey
realizel lodia had tdilbiog to-gasn
fronm creatiop 1 sepurle seate here,
Wenover reatised thot 0 he nanscd,
dropped his volea SRy be v
pever wandcd o renlics 1. Yos..
no- e wail 8 to fhink thats drgam
jioot pend e ad no moumin Tk
oo joipies; foorerrcat o and allnck
frem,  Tle 87 Lapkao stute wus
en developed that there wae polics
glation - withan  fifteen miles of
ap® place inthe cooniry. Webad
pooust Indid as o renl<bast. - From
{hat d29 a0 words we wWers pIwns
in = larger ehess aanig, thought &
thowght wo were peing Lo liherate
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A Commen Front A

Rgggie Siriwardena and Radhika Coomaraswamy

The committee for Rational
- B Developmeut along with all
other human rights organisations
has supported the Indo-Lanks
Accord as an important and cons.
tructive watershed in Sri Lanka’s
ethnic conflict. However, it is
only the beginning of a long and
difficult process in restoring  the
country toward ~ normalcy. The
conflict itself has generated social
forces which cannot be absorbed
mio the mainstream overnight,
Democracy is threatened not only
by the anthoritarian structures
which have come into being as
part of the militarisation of this
society, leading to state repres-
sion, but also by social movemenis
which are fundamentally opposed

. to _democratic practices and fuel-
led by ethni¢ chauvinism. In fact

1t may be said that a spectre is
haunting us these days and it is

- & specire common to the North
“and the South — the spectre of Pol

- Potism — a fanatic ethnopopulism

which challenges the foundations .

of a democratic society. While
governments in power have hel-
ped destroy our democratic siruc-
tures through the machiavellian
and instrumental use of institu-
tions to pursue their own self-
interest, this new Pol potism is
an ideological assault on demo-
cracy itself. For this reason, the
Committee for Rational Develop-
ment believes that the time has
come for a common front against
“the
Ethnopopulism in the Sri Lankan
contexts '

~ This Sri Lankan Ethnopopulism
15 centred around two important

but interlocking themes. On the

one hand, the ideology provides
tts - with some important home
truths  from which we cannot
escape.  There js
corruption, on rampant con-
sumerism, on the perversion of
human values, and the brutalisa-

tion of society. The Committee

~ for Rational Development can-
not disagree with any of these
factors. On the other hand, the

new ideology puts forward ele-
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_ imagery,

- The

ideology of Pol Potism or

an attack on

ments which are romantic and
appealing in their simplicity but
totally destructive of national
institutions and which if placed
in the context of our geo—politics
and a savage ethnic conflict
actually provides an intellectuul
justification for a modern Sri
Lankan *'volkgeist’” with Sinhala
and Tamil variations on the
theme. Appealing to populist
populist anger anda
common man's demonology, it
attempts

To make clear what is meant
by this Sri Lankan brand of
ethnopopulism the CRD proposes
to outline iis
- ideology is not only one
which has propelied certain groups
into an armed confrontation with
the state but is also one that

_informs a large segment of the

vernacular speaking intelligentsia,
whether Tamil or Sinhalese. The
“Jathika Chitanaya” debates in
the Divaina highlight one aspect
of this call for “*An Alternative

‘Ideology™. We do not argue that

all’ those who adhere to this
ideological - frame are fanatics.
- We would merely like to put

forward the proposition that any

ideology based on an ethnopo-

pulism is conducive to fanaticism

and has in fact resulted in the
intransigence  of some of the
militant movements on both sides
of Elephant Pass. Though ane

_strand is a proponeat of Sinhala

nationalism and . the o¢ther of
Tamil nationalism, they share a

common thread; both ideologies
-are exclusive and intolerant, both

draw their sustenance from primor-
‘dial ethnic loyalties even though
their writings carry a generous
sprinkling of Marxist and other
political  science jargon. = The
following elements may be said
ta  characterise this discourse
and consciousness.

I. INTOLERANCE OF
" DIVERSITY:

: “Wa are @ Sinhala  Buddhist

Nation”, *“This is the Execlusive
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to marshall dangerous
emotions for a political canse.

basic elements.

tion of the socialist

gainst Ethnopopulism

Home land of the Sri Lankan
Tamils”’, “We believe in a one
party  state  commited {o the
goals of socialism™. The jdeclogy
is intolerant of diversity and
seeks to deny the plural ele-
ments in our society and assert
a monolithic nationalism. While
the Sinhalese wvariant sees this
nationalism as being - justified
by its 74% all island percen-
tage,  the Tamil sees the same
justification in the Northern pro-.
vince being 95% Tamil and the
North-East together being 67%
Tamil.  Both reject a plural app- .
roach to the ethnic problem
in their argas. This rejection
of ethnic plualism ‘often comes
from the same mindest which
rejects political pluaralism and
democratic values — tolerance of
other political opinions and politi-
cal parties. It is both ethnocentric
and  anti-democratic.  Though
these are concessions to some
vague socialist notions of equality,
the institutional structures which
will ensure such equality across
ethoic groups and soctal strata
arg not defined. There is a sense
that a strong executive will “act
in the interest of the people”.
This type of political structure
combined with the ideology’s inta-
lerance of diversity is a blueprint
for totalitarianism of the worst
kind. -

2, XENOPHOBIA

“There i3 an_international con-
spiracy against the Sinhala people

~spoasored by the CIA supported

by the Tamil Elamists and the
Tamil ~ Nadu  Bourgeosie . . .”
“There is an international cons-
piracy against the Tamil people
sponsored by the CIA supported
by the middle classes in India
and Sri Lanka to prevent the crea-
state of
Tamil Ealam.”

The ideology is xenophobic:
The Committse for = Rational
Development maintains that their
is a difference between  anti-
imperialism draws its inspiration

from theories of exploitation and
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not subject to these alien influ-
ences. But such a desire can

only be a dream because thesocial,
econcmic and geo—political _for_ces
may mnot permit such a. retura,
except - at
Innocence lost cannot be regained,

and nostalgia is no replacement
for reality. Arlyway, can the values
born of an earlier age be the
principal guide for the exercise
of power by modern nation-states
in an mcreasmgly fluid inter-
national world, Surely what is

needed is an honest reappraisal

and the building of modern insti-

tutions which can contain social

conflict and enhance democracy
and justice.

£ TENDENCY TOWARD
FAN ATIC!SM

The fa-ct that ethnopopulism
bases itself on idealized doctrine,

not institution building, and the

an enormouns  ¢ost.

front against this type of ETHNO-

POPULISM. We believe that there
- must be an alternative ideology
for Sri Lanka but it must be
informed by: : s

1. arealistic appreciation of past

historical precesses, not an
‘escape  from them mto a
nostalgic return for lost glory;

2. a realistic appreciation of our

geo-political location and the
international lmpllcatwns oi
“such a location; ;

3. a genuine appreciation of the
diversity within our country

- and the establishment of insti-
‘tutions at the centre and the

" periphery to protect and foster :

that diversity;

4. a genuine comm'i'tment'_to

demogcracy, human rights and

fact that it receives its emational

energy from ethnie and religious
identification makes it an explo-
~sive social force, The mixture
~of idealism, a glorified sense of
-self and history, and the messianic
aspects contained in ethaic and
religiovs identification is extremely
conducive to fanaticism. Fana-
ticism has often been considered
a situation where even though an
individual’s perception of reality is

greatly at variance with objective
conditions, the emotional attach-

ment to a set of belief propels

him forward. Each setback instead

of forcing a revaluation of belief
has an opposite effect and pushes
the individual toward martyrdom.

Fanatic movements then lose all |
capacity to Compromlse Oraceomo--

date other points of view and

refuse to adapi te changing condi-
tions. In a diverse multi-ethujc -
state like Sri Lanka vulnerable
to changing national and jinter-

national conditions, such fanati-
cism  will lead to .a scenario
which can only court disaster.

AN ALTERNATIVE IDEOLOGY

The Committee for Rational
Development believes  that the
time  has come for a common
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' democratlc 1nst1tut10ns at all
levels.

5. -a  genuine commitment to

- equality, a programme against
social exploitation  of  Sri
Lankan labour and the alle-
viation of poverty.

- These five principles must form

- the bams of any alternative ideo-

logy. In committing ourselves
to these principles it is essential
that we oppose not only the autho~
ritarianism and the repressive
measures of the S¢i Lankan Govern-
ment which has led to the milita-
risation and brutalisation of this
society but also oppose social

movements who find their emo-
tional sustenance
grounds of ethnopopulism. Both
“these
~ to the crisis from which we have

only on the
factors - have contributed

yet to emerge.
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POLITICAL CULTURE. 1JI

The elites and universal franchise

CGodfrey Gunatliliels,  (Directar, Margo lastitire)

e sepond ssisssment palates
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Eitieis made o the) Commissini
by ihe Jocak ‘elites were wol in
support of grant of  universod
adult  Cratehiss: Tha' grpainents
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represealilings o chz Commission,
the Ceovlon  Bhionzl Coagreas,
which wwss the bady sgpressncing
ihe palitieal elije; argoed agaidst
the uneonditiomnal weant of - adult
fraschise. Alter:the gom=nissing
Ted coucludsd . s sittings; how-
ever, theMational Congress came
ont T Powade of univeraal. adplt
traochise., The ‘idin 'mwodion
piesented o the Lagylative ‘Conn-
cit by o sinlbenyere, reflocecd
thia: chanmed positian, Tt agcep-
rad the recommamdian of e
anauzhmers Commissen, bl

-nbieiad o canditions reloling to

Frmabe | Tapchise  and b 1az
friccsise  Fornern-Ceylomsse. g
the  f=mate  Tranchizz it ‘weot
fartier. “than (he' Danougbmorn
Canmizion penl wcalled for loweart
ipa. of - dhe guelifving aps Lo ¥
veéuta Cinstead of 30 peeomimendad
by rhe Cominisgion,

Tnthe eourse ol clies  dobats,
bowewe rthe mover, of the auotiol,
AP Mollamure, (hen Mamber far
Fepalle, was prepensd o acea st
no amondment moved by Mr B R
Thambimurto, the  Member  for
Buttic sl This urosadmen it
duaeed the biferacy - goaliticilize
T wus  passedh by cthe  majacity
af the o Legislative 'Caancillors,
welnding wochsuslearts as D&
Scnanayike, 0% B Rananmir
Yythiliapam 1durwiswamy,. E. W,
Perora, wmony aiherd.

Lt i fureveatins Lol wote that
maxy of tha spealiers reiterated
the twpiowt clitht arganeta thit
the illiterute  woddd: -t - be £
W exeroise o the wots, ihEt o the
extoption 0 the  fraeschise wonld
reaalt inowide-geale monipalation
-E‘:n:r_ walbers, 4:.-::|:|'.'|'||.'|_'.|'.':|'r|'|I Coand Ca
detepioratan Il the - gaality  af
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the politiowl DLle.  Spmz of thee
araumeniy have s Tamilidc esiin
a2 thes antidipate. the  arcumezat
that elestors]  proecasisscin the
aoalal and cultercd rarkeg of the
deeolonised  mocielizs  inzvibibly
g pizn - to popuelist  politics,
What wnre of thesprakers W,
i fugt, arglitg was that the unluni-
ted extenzion of the pdult fran-
chize can ebgondad o2 wviruher
farin of popalist polities oz the
clzatorabs woull ner be politi-
cally mature enoangh Ly discrimi-
rats io cheir eanics af ropoescotn-
tivas and thelr suppoit o of Cthz
pulitical” amenda.

[t b5 nabiz ccoatext thar o fhe
pulicical elitas had to adiuik
the lilentands of  tic democrukic
provesy, O (he one hapd - they
had o degl oyl “the | ethnie
chafaceer of the politied fife i
wldehs they wore astive, umil,on
the  ather, they-had )t adjnst
ta the  demnbeatic pareipation
of the masses, about aiick ey
had besn qwilially oosnthaciastic.
In the peréipizod of the adjast-
ment Lhit swers aecded, the twn

were elosely  lenkod togeeher.
- The - zdjustments  drew  the
palitical  pracess in C8ri Lagka

i a direction in which twn eles
renles were-prominent:  Firzt, the
ethiesharactsraf politicsbecams
progresavely mides clzaclarcicnli-
e, Pulities cofF thes Tumil
commuLily csaw the arotedtion
and arricatntion of Tamil uiterssts
24 the prime. nesd  TL iharafore,
took 3 form which inhibited  the
growth of panlii-elhnis  parcies
whtich' eould have  been - hetrar
repregeniative of all eithme griiifs.
The efforts of Labpend the maire
sELpAm, parLies to- ralpin A nnli-

-ethnid character heourms jneiles] ive
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in their final ouicome. Second,
a mix of distributive and social
welfare  policies were pursued
which enabled the elites to relate
t0 the masses in the role of
benefaciors.

The culture i'mpiicit in
the political institutions

This process and the warious
phases which it underwent need

to be examined further, but before

we do so it is pertinent at this
point to inguire what was the
political culture which were impli-
- ¢it in the democratic institutions
which ' were put in place and
how did this compare with the
poltical culture that was evolv-
ing as a result of the process
that has been described. The
political institutions and processes
that were transferred could survive
and preserve their true character
only within value system and a
political culture which was intrin-
sic to them. Tt assumed an
environment in  which several
political parties would freely
mobilise the community of inte-
rests in various groups in the
population and compete for politi-
cal power through an electoral
process in which the adult popula-
tion will freely express their
choices as between the different
national agenda placed before it,
by the competing parties. It
therefore, assumed all preponde-
rant acceptance by society of the
ploralistic competitive system in

which the rights of each competing

party were scrupulously respected
and the freedom of its association
and conduct of affairs guaranteed.
It required that the rules of the

the game be observed by both

the ruling party and parties in
in opposition, the ruling party
accepting the oppositton as an
essential,  nationally respected
‘part of the institutional framework
and the opposition recoguising

the ruling party as the party

placed in power by the verdict
of the people and performing
its own role in the opposition

as the watchdog of the national

interests and the agenda which
-it had espoused. All this assumes

mufual rights and obligations

16

ne.

~code of political behaviour on

the part of the main political
actors. But, it also assumes above
all, well organised public opinion
through non-partisan citizen bo-
dies and afree press which can mo-
nitor the pubiic life in terms of
these values and make the pressure
of public expectations felt on the

_ political elites.

Neutral public service and
independent judiciary

The political culture of these
new institutions was also such
that it determined the limits of
the political realm. These had
to be determined in a way
that the large part of the civig
life could remain non-politicised
and be governed by the valoe
systems and criteria intrinsic to
each area cof civic life, whether
it be the professions, business,
public service, or judiciary.
This was essential if the system
as a whole was to prevent abuses
of political power leading to grave
forms of discrimination andfavour-
itism on political grounds. These
conditions were above all essential

“if the different parts of the natio-

nal system in all fts activities —

economie, social, commercial pro- -

fessional — were to funtion effi-
ciently and develop in their own
right for the common welfare of
the society. Therefore, two essen-
tial prerequisites of the system
were a neutral public  service
which could continue to serve

successive - goverments  without

demoralisation and loss of effici-

~ency and an independent judiciary

which would uphold justice and

“the rule of law for all persons

and parties alike, Although in
even the best of democracies

‘the social and political reality

will seldom correspond to this
ideal in all respects, for a demo-
cracy to function in a viable
and credible manner, it has to
persevere in this direction.. There

has to be wide social acceptance

of these ideal standards and
measures. They have to be cons
tantly applied to the imperfections
of the reality and they have to
be regular inttitatives for remedy-

ing the imperfections.
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‘Which part of the political
elite subscribed to this political

culture at any time during its
political evolution

immediately
prior to or after independence?
It is difficult to indentify any
group or sub-elite within the
larger political elite of the coun-
try who consistently subscribed
to this value system and came
forward as its custodians. It is
difficult to identify any such
group among the political parties
that have been active in the
conntry’s public life. Most of

- them would have professed alle-

giance to some of these values:
none of them to all. If it existed
at all, it existed in small pockets

of intellectual activity, in little

enclaves of the elites who had
not entered the active political
life, who were most often cynical
observers of the whele political
process and to the view that the
corrupting influence of politics
was irreversible. It was an elite
which was essentially ingrown;
its vocabulary often displayed a

distrust of both politicians as

well as  the masses, In its

simplified version its response

was a lament that politics and
politicians were to be blamed

for most of the ills of society.

This small dispersed elite in
different corners of society did

not have the capacity to generate

a powerful current of public

-thought which could have shaped

political values in the country.
Distrustful of the political process
itself, it could only in weakly

_articulated jeremiads. The univer-

sities and the indepsndent profes«
sion which might have grown as
an intellectual foree, that could
have helped in mediating between

the culture of these new institutions
and the socio-cultural forces that

were being newly released through

the democratisation that was -

taking place, could not fulfil
that role. They were swept into
the mainstream politics and often
became strident manifestations of

the calture of that polities, as
- in the case of F, R. Jayasuriya,

W. S Karunaratné.
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iIndo Lanka Accord

of the

Hector Abhzyawardhana (senbzr 1559 Pafichaisi}

he fmdy - Lanka Agrecment, it

shauld be moted, is Dot A
apremiecne between  the  Oovers
ment of Sri Lanks and the people
of the Tamil Morth anil East 16
ji gn gercement beiwesn Ghavero-
mepy of Sri Lonka gad  Giovern-
oF Apdin Ko anher worde; since
ricdiztion be{wesn thr tao Bri-
[ankup pariiss was ot possible
ihe Couermment aF Tudin had o
ke the responsibitity, of workilg
gt @ solotion @hwch would  ba
peveptable to bath the Gowsth-
mend of SriLanka sndo to the
Tamil people, and secondly,
wark ot o salation Foar b
implesientusion of which il conlid
ascume  Tespoasihility,  BEosansc
iF ot lostmnees the Oorernosnk
af India’ and - B2i Lapks aereed
upon o solativa which could ant
b Trnplesencd or wliss 1mplemetts
tation depended ou furiher negotias
tinne and discussions betacco ke
Crovernment of S Lopka and the
Tupkil | Groups, -fhen
thifl was Dol EoiBg ko owhark - out;
Henca, we tind the peciliar situa-
tign of o foviof another coUbiry
neagtintTiE wiil our owo goverL
rirot ird reaching an accardsiieh
it seeks to implerrnt taking full
rezpeosibobity. for parsaading the
militants  and the other Tamil
prganisatiang 1o nepept and ki
aprer to wark it ool This i~ X
gitustion, © do nnt kdow whether
it hag esisied before in o olber
exarmples. 1 fiod it very difiicols
to thiok. of & sioatien in ths
histars thut we are fomiliar with,
Secandly, the  roapansibibity ol
implementing this dgrecment had
to he discharged hy memsuy ool
pr appacates Lhat mas  capdbls
of fmplemenling e the terms of
the Agrcement v owould nob da
ta proclaim thel thewe ore ghe
things ngeesd ou o and. therefors

shvionsls

the oty thing nocessory 1d 10
Iy an eiectinn or go L the Parlin-
ment and tp work. oul hoe ey
ate geing to implement the aocoid.
Mg, sgrcoments ool thiy maots
can. cgnly  be wnplcmenied  hy
the Sigks or its apparatis. how,
{lc- praie appartus 0 this dst
i the CGoveroment of  India's
o apparits, In ather wroTds,
it-waq the Todian state that weas
projecting itsclf intooeur eantext
fir the purprie ‘of  gmpleazacing
this agresmesil,

Plow thiz i3 samedhing i
womewhat  unprecedconted. o The
qiestion <an bz azked G0 one

sfate projests it the affaics of
wiiather: ceboes ik mot omErEe -oq
thim soavereignty ol that Stacc. The
iy o, el adestion Wikl have
pfi haoopareialiy e worked] o oat
Sovereignty wlievall da met In
today's eondition, & very simpie
mateer, - Sabvareninly has bBoth
Foormd wnd cesentsel aspeots D
mally spesking the decwsion muk-
ing that talcs pleoes  withio. 2
conntry of 2 Btate  should oot
e himdered or dnterfersd within
Aoy way by agme Teirmd ml eodisti-
futianal zuthorily which has s
prmeatso o buse mibide 1he godnies.
Cowstiwtionubly speuking in olher
il 3 i laginimeis aoiierits
renge notaide Lo effect thedesis
signtnaking o  @nother - statd
then, foroally speaking anlescan
sy Ahal the soecTeigaby JE. not
real 1y Format affair.  Soversigniy
da T had | Eaid L T s oan
pinentinl sspect.  That ziszntial
aqpect Yies ol the alleginge:  of
thz prople ba a3 n whnole 1o ths
Gtate.  Hf there 5 no ellegiaacs
nfthe opeoplé 1o the sheie —ees
vidls thons b wakld be Taaeifel
i tall i teomve of fs soeareng iy
of that atated T think nd b
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thot has g be
cEtwlTan ta ATuE

A L L[
examinsd in
recent- pask

Huve wra hove 2 gisle i this
eauntry i oc. @ baticpal  state
and  to o owhich  religions of all
cirizens. bowe owed allegianes ale
ML withont qiesticn. § - think
it wonld he cocrmet oo say when
pUWET WA {ranstered from e
Peeiiiali to the o Tooul poople - it
pave Fise toon gy eromient which
Rk Btk the farmal amd pasential
Aspects A covércignty. Buog I
think @1 woold B propse &0
say that. the  Governments 4id
Aot Blways appresibte e Trpols
tanes  of thews pepscti of  sevore
igaty Even before ane vear had
cxpired  nfter  independence, T
undcrstand abmost en lakhe of
peopic  were  deprived  of dbeir
citizenszhin oo the gropmds That
they wera workses on the plins
tatioas, Mauy aof these peanls
had sxereiscd theic pashiameniary
vares in previows elections. Not
Al thet the  povirumend ol
D &5 Senanayuke refused Lo
recognise that they helonged Lo
(He Body of citizens of this countey
bt it alse rook’ the stepof
perigving the piehis, auch withes
bt ondec ke British rolc.
excloding them  fromt {he sucicty
ghivt. was than corting inka boing.
P ook thers we had [os Che
firet,  time 0 deliberate  act,
which pesulted . o tie aliznalaoen
it o very sizzable progortion ul

our . popwlaiion Trom i atols.
Andithae. i 1955 will ke
prumalgation of  Sinhale nly
S a4 similac oapprooch wad
apslibd ta die people of the Morth
FERTI Lt =5, 1 TR T £ e 1
fingatian of the  suoppart  that
resulimd i1 the o dsanmplien
ol upwiy Con o pha par ol Lha
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mifitants in (he Moot and then
i=d to the propozation of what
aould o wery well heopalled EiEil

weap.. And o then fleally  to the
mareh el armici to. tha noarth
which oot oy marched slong

the groand Bnt ulsa gysed their
air Forge Lo rain - hombs of kb2
people— boambs which bave destro-
ved inooermt  civilian lives. By
whao Hyr  theid owrn Soverinent,
iy their owi s state. s Was alid ot
sufficicne to  alicpate ‘the ool
Tioail peapulafion -Teoo  phe seate;
b oibiak e wan vecy wellsay
prat s e oael . effepl . ol cthc
develnpment of  polities . of 1R
ooy duyie the hiet 40 yeicy
has boen  too redues - oven  ths
narioogl chacdcoer  of the state
that pamee Cimtg Cheipg oin 1943,
toou atate with & purciy racialisd
chncuster. What preconded 1o be
aonational stote of whart aspircd
to- be a2 national srats, mas Bow
redoced ot @ Sinbaba e And
Pl s im thal sibeition that: we
ear xay -okberr ceHegiimes - ot oa
furiber - s ol people- 1o the
ghsis gl eompletely  destroped.
M epn the sfute- of “thut oaturce
glafmet b spenk on el of
whom *they, bave bembed or
aovpbt to bomb oto subdnsssio.
toahs wuthority of  fhe stare dad
net extand “twer wll parts ol the
Sapntey; mag 10 ik OecEsEIEY
that someetlee swobbarity should
be Broushe i order i move
penple’s mamdys L porsunde  théem
Loy Imeve” Towinrils” some Kipd of
veconcibiatian, It wis she totd]
atighatintt of the Morh und- tha
kxgstl from the Seate that competlcd
the prosisions jmthe - IndoEinka
progement that provide foa Tadian
intervendion in  he
thic problzm.

I ‘think, thercfovey whel wou
look &t this, o soe i slranges
kind of sDoncradiebing The ihe
ootz band wfe o are awibling kbagrant

thar India  does gl owish o
breakap iin wn syhjogale Bl Lanka,
O tha ocli=rs lumd Ikt ndig

bad, wo ded marhed dEmiss e
this. coun ity This contoidicrion
cxplatay leall cin the light of
what T bavs beenosuying The
eailapes of this stots and-a 15

ol s autharity over vast -paris.

of onr " rountry - eampolled

thz-
Clovernment of  Tndia

(RS AR L

ooy of

el into our gitwaglan gn arder
to make it onze wiord  possibie
to promate the evelalion develop-
mzab ofoa trocly nafiom] sote,
Mow this dosa fol orsin . that w
Forcagn ©stales bike that o Kodia
Gl Ay t'1i1!||:|r iring aboul this pro-
aeen, Moo foreian infiysnce ‘can
build - a o mation - stute,  Bat i
reinoyving the oheracles thor cxiated
i the pecformangs . of this task.
i makss ib oner s mord  posiinia
and  mermiazaibla Faeows Lo Sxeck
Lo bwild a0 Boly - natmnal dlata,
At che jsaenetine it s uselfod Ly
repicoiber thar & atitnamid siale
i pockurls sinmgbiong 5 on o palher
eumplex Dnduic, . When we  lapk
at  what iz hapgpening Sall over
the - third world coontiics pardi=
cularly © ehe ceountrica ©of Adia,
Ranth  and Jouch- Fast - Agia-and
ey Bl middls casicrin: coontiies
sgeoay pherd s vasl comabicitiong
wloeh faakes 0 dilicalt {hat tagk
of -bmlhling o -raboaad state —the
complication ot relipion., Whether
Bt is i Pakiaton, whethar Bois
i - lmdia oF Baagladssh o Mapal
goywhere vou like, we find - dhat

relpian - ergauised religiah, el
of @ il oekiing amone’ the niiss
af “people has consticoted jrsedd

obhtains ikl s Eind of oy
bloek  wdi the sl ol proorsss
firwvard s-dhe building ol a agtionsl
glukr, I we Lok oL ot oaas
oo amelvein we- will " beabln o
e B wos mot really the attompt
to’ mees o relimidan dtsedf i aaddne
wrong way that -las Tead to this

sitnaticn..  On o the othor hand 63
i3 8 Fadors tno recosnida  Lhe
diatinatin letwaen eelighen o

idaatoey. !_-:_:-liﬂ'n. whal biny rruwn
kg ek s Clesceisinely Coho
ez el .|.|"|'|‘:|rl,}d.L||. Ly pr-::-l:ll_l:m

of Cwhat' one  ighl  eyso call
L -E\.i!i‘ldll.l;.iill ..-::-|'|||:|‘||.'_;' ol ‘th=
imliwidoad. 'l":'l.B're % na gEaT
fo o cAddress Cagrselves  ta Cthe
prablems or- (o tonBasthes
problems e sery [ew indoed

The rewl cebigious movsma o -iave
hecome idsolomical  moyEments
sud theretore it becomes Dece ity
te fry-to soparate sehipiom from
gente  ood  trom o the Towadaians
R Tl Y D R T R
vnissaowe maks ansatiompt 1o
da s wetehall fnd b dxiremely
difficult amang the wiasses ol pebpls
i ke eouniry. A hece bowould
Tike o mentioit thay the sipericngy
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of Insbia bas pacticalucly calighlen-
ingoior uws, because inall hose
places whers prablems have aris=n,
it I always been the wate of

the - atfempt Cto opub fopwardoa
fundamantal  celigion as g0 the
ogags  ab o the Sikhas i FPunsib.
Bur ' #a  setoal fael Citoas o the
vdeaiogical - osemtaling - of coo-
peiipecdss  -Sikhismy O which has
B Browshi phot alsn by ths

elealogical - nrientition  of - the
Himdps "o che Punjab which had
muitks - if extremely’ difficult- to
piomolz |he dEvelopment of @
secular Ponjal in ths comditions
of  bodaw.  Hepe too, o seeslag
approach to nilr probleos which
see ks dn Acpoarale i problems
of the felipien - und the stace
ikl halp b= b0 wvercome many
al ihe obstucles whith temporariiy
stamal o our path.

The bndo. 500 Fanka Agresmanr,
Aa wasekplamzl by Gaditey,
is Tirstly  wa dipproach too che
solativn ol the problerm Tcmlli'n.g
feom thz closing of arhae wptiomn
and - therefors the 11ns.'.r4L!..L';u|u.;,
of LN gitermative - asiulion.  Sepan-
dly. it has beena sobalin, tht
guite apari-from thadisadvantazs
of cha slement ol surprise in the
Wi i ek et broazhe aboal,
I think bas wlrewdy shown  that
it is capable of remaving  some
of the non secular impedimenss
io the path of oational deselops
ment. Thirdly. it-his 2l |;I;|ql
g auffaiently ambheseive of the
penzral-interestsal oL prople.
pat -~ only of thae Fl"'-\.\,:-pll:' o our
countey hor penpie in dhs resion
and . aap anighl Csuyoeven of samn
of thebig . pawers  whigh w'l
caalile he ppproach o beimada
to - implemeny thin  Anrocdient
MR ver T mnny external nls
Bacles, “The obitecles | thil  we

Cxltal b enrhunter ol B ws Gl 30

mstianed larnaly imver There
e chall h‘um: 1o fage gl sesk
fooBglwe  them &s owml when tha
ariac. BF, aw Progidest Faymwardena
bad ‘dechiyed, be will goz fisch
from e imoalementition a7 th
Acremmetdly b do oot think that
there “citt  he gich mrear . Porgas
o its path Gyt cianor s jiursus
aded o gl igres brthat casmnst
bo sotehow olovsd aiids.

(Concinded)y
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Part [1

Some conceptful issues in the
debate on privatization

A, 5. Jayawardena

sheuld net be  aver-crivien]

Becagse ] havs seen s telegom-
munjeation system  which 13 per-
hwps - the worsc the werld;
in Argentina, pozentially ong of
che richast councrips in the world,
¥ yeu lock up ab the Buoongs
Bires sky, . yol will seq thaitands
of t=lephone linas all over, 18
4 ‘spider’s cobweb. Bocceitiva
Argentinian governments have o
neglected telesommunication thera
chat &t 15 amposeible ta gEL &
tclephong  during one's  Hlecime.
Heree, the claver privacs secior
Argentinians have glven extensions
from  thelr presious  colephonas
rn huadeads of others, and nake
1 lat ol mancy, whils chesysiem
5 beavily cverloaded, Eyzn big
hotgls ard ) Busbiesses hava € Ush
these spidery cobwebz to resch

othert on chi telephore. "One
bng it be thanlkidl Far lizthe
TErCls,

11 IF 1 ray summarize  thiz

part of my argdment — Dost awnar-
ship nigttar fram tha micra polnt
af view, | arv tampisd 1o €on-
lude that ‘it doss not. Az 0on-
sufndrs, oo are all e e miatkas
ta huy yarloud poodsy and we
expect {o get goods of reasonably
iu-:ui quality 2t reascnable pricas,

campatithie market will decer-
mime prices by supply and demand,
and Castivities swhich arc peblic
ar. private will have 19 fal b
thie markee, If any courageaus
Bur  misgeided pobile centerprisz
Ertes o lgnare This rule, io el
st came o grialy and will hava
to boo sobsidized Chy che rax
Eln';.c_er—ﬁ_ we I cohiBIErs,

[Litmataly, e By fo pay moro.
The private iactor wili tend. to
Felloee tha aarket; by fecessiy,

anel A -mencpalisic. 85 A precat-.

tian agalnst predanors, Ultimacaly
the  prica: you pay for praduccs
of barh | privete and publie séc-
parz will mst Be much differenc,

{Deputy Geverner, Lentral Bonk of 5rf Lonkd)

Les e Hllustrate chis argemene
by a cest | myself carrled our
Cipe day. | houghc & pednd of
beans ar cho gavernment's (Frl-
poli karket At nalf the price
pravatling ~n  the  private Kelle-
pitiye nerkes, The cheap Tripal
product was rilxed and yrEorked,
and erhen | removed bad heans
from the peund | bought, 1 {anrnd,;
¢hat | had enfy half a-pound.
Mow, ehat 'real’ price was exsccly
equal %o priea of unilerm, peod
quaticy, well toried Beans at-the
Eellupitlya rarket.  Tha moml
of  the stary iz that tompatiiife

living-. Mow,

same of  chpse
abjerciens, cernot e schisved b
petivicias  of the ~privace seoicr.
This |5 the well-known econamis
argurens  of “aeelal goaods™ or
the “Theery of Publle Goods.”
fn aimple words, thers ard cefs
caln aerivirias. whose exggrnall-
tgt™ or eurermal banefits sre so
largs mid difficdlt coaven mEas
cgre,. Privare  secier which has
to- recover itfooosts by charging
pricos ceo o mEary owllionot unﬁcr-
raka those metivities Decausa alther

t 1% arguad that
larper . natiznsl

fair priglng f: impossibla o f
wellarformed  rarketz tend ko difficnlt, Tﬁlt'is called cha prabilem
Today, there is & chorus for

privatization, arising largely from

the
slonment with
patianalization.

disanchanment and disili-

the resufis of

raach  the same prica |evel, lires-
pectiva of whelher che product
it gold by publicly or privately-
avined | anisrptifi: If yed dall-
beracely subsidize in onc miarke,
sarmeone has to pay for it There
it o way you tan ply the market
accardlng o wolr: fDWRL oroO0UE
wehirns mnd - Fogeias.

Dogs Ownership Mattar 1
Tha Macro-sconsmic View

132 “Paw lecome try coomhaaer
the gogstioa. fram R natienal
paine of view, Every nacion has
Lts: larper natinval objectives, such
as malngalining  law sad o ooder
defending the counzey - mzainit
angrler. gnd ersating conditions
for *pecple- o earn B decast
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of Eemelodabilley®. That s, &
praduct has to be speciiic and
be potensially dedlable ta 3 pers
gon who e sl wililing to pay

ghe  prica;  Them ' omly can s
charge a price, Taka g Hghthouze,
wehich hanefits alb gajlors. Thers

15 wa way youcan dany of exclide
thar lipnt stenal oo gy sslldr,
Yau cam pricg IC only if Koo
be denled.  Sueh  poods ace falled
publle goods ar socizl goods, and,
it |5 arguad that they should be
provided by the Statc. oucoof
CAx-piyars’ maner or e of 8
vy on eolloctive graup of paled
rlal uzers A Csimilaf oexample s
raeio traasmissian, which 1s adn-
axcludable,” Henge Wa charge: 3
ltrgres fee from owaers of rodias,
winther Cthay gig chem, ar hok
Harg, “howawdr,  privite secior

il




participation has become possible
by the ingenlous device of char-
ging for commercial advertising,
Generally speaking, Private sector
may not provide such ‘services
because it cannot cover or recoup
its costs. This
case of “market fajlure.”

14. The case for Public owner-
ship and provision of social goods

Is undenlable, and in every coun- .
the World, this is the -
accepted practice. Natjonal defence’
law " and order are clearly.

try of

and
public responsibilities and the
diseconomies of private operations
in this field are considerable.
not every public activity is of
this nature, and we must start
examining the whole gamut of
public activities to see whether
they qualify. Then you will find
that many activities which we

think provide social goods such as

airports and roads are sometimes

fot, or are marginal cases, The
test  is. whether the produces
are  excludable, and - therefore

priceable. If activities are commer-_

cial, where goods can be sold at

a price, either the private or the

public sector can operate. ..

externalities — ie, national benefits
which :

or which are difficult to inter-
nalize — private sector is |lkely
to be reluctant to enter the

field, becayse it cannot cover jts
costs. Obviously such activities
will not be contending for priva-
tization. But, we should not
overdo this externality argument,

Way back in the 1930s and 1940s,

Sri_Lanka argued that private
sector was reluctant to engage
in industrialization, and therefore
the State must set an example.
When the State created successful
industries, thus creating exters
nalites _and demonstration effacts,
the « recalcitrant private
was ‘expected to follow. Thus,

we set up a lot of State indus-
tries, which unfortunately set a

bad example by making losses,
We didn't achisve our objective.
Did we closé them down ?
we carried them on at taxpayers’
expense. Here, the large ©ax-
ternality’” we expected was to

create  the basic groundwork —

Is also called a

B,

cannot be internalized —

sector

No,-

confidence — for industrialization.
Not only did we ¢reate the wrong

type of externality, but we paid
to keep idle or low productive

Jlabour .in employment, It would
have been :cheaper and more
productive if. we ‘had introduced
some  tariffs- to. protect local
Industries -at - that time, which
~in_ turn would have encouraged
loeal  private industrial
- The .moral of the story is — please
don’t” overdo the national benefit

- or external benefit or externali-

‘ties argument.

16, The other national argu-
ment for public ownership is the
. rather ‘vague vessential service”
argument. Like the Virtue of
‘Caeser’s wife, this idea of “essen-
tiality” is difficuit to define, and
means many things to many people.
‘Hence, one cannot have an intelli-
gent discussion if one gets into
this field. If you fook carefully
“and objectively, you will see that
many of the so-called **essential”
goods and services are provided,
either well or badly — by the
‘private as well as public sectors.
At times of emergencies, the
-marketing department, the CWE

- and the. Co-operatives distribute

I5. Where fthere are. 'i;f_.gé.'-.-.-"foo'd supplies.

Very good. This
argument js often used by people,
illogically, to extol the virtues
of the public sector versus the
private sector. That is wrong.

It does not follow that all trade

‘in food stuffs in Sri Lanka at all

" times is best handled by the same

organizations. It only permits us
‘to. say that, in times of emer-
‘gency, the public sector is more
effective in providing scarce goods.
It is noteworthy that these are
times where -<costs don't matter
and the market fails.

Privatization wversus
Nationalization ?

“Is it relevant?

e . may :
We can look at the debate on

‘privatization versus nationalization

from the micro orf macro points
of view — the Individual (or

_consumers’) point of view and

- the paticnal point of view. My
view Is that who owns the busi-

Di‘g-it‘ized'by Noolaham Foundation.
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~instances

activity,

- of tha people.

‘private property is

nowW  summarize, .

ness does not matter from an

individual consumer's point of
view, similarly, it does net
matter from a nationzl economic
point of view, except in a few
of public or social
goods, Even in some of these
few cases, public regulation may

-be superior to public ownership
- — certalnly cheaper,

Therefore,
from both points of view, | do
not see any sense In  continuing
with the debate on merits and

- demerits of either form of eco-

nomic organization. About 40 — 50

~years ago, we argued for nation-
-aalization of most activities
--of ‘an expectation
-ment of the private sector profit

out
that replace-
motive will lead to greater welfare
Today, there is
a chorys for .privatization, arls-
ing largely from the disenchan-
ment and disiHusionment with the
results of nationalization. There
are many studies’ which have
shown that widespread. nationali-
zations have not led to better
service — that they only replace -

~ private sector with bureaucracies

that they have become vehicles
for keeping people in non-produc-
tive employment and that they
provide poor services at apparen-
tly low cost, but resulting in
waste and losses which have to
be met ujtimately by the taxpayer.
Hence, there is a strong move.
for privatization — but as in the
case of move for nationalization,
we must not move in a starry-
eyed way — in a belief that mere
change of ownership from the
public to private will deliver us
from all evil. 1t Is very important
that we should eschew theology
in this field. = enoa

8. We have to approach the
question in a pragmatic way. The
ideclogical . road  is  dangerous.
Please notice how even soclalists,
who start ' with conviction that
] 5 2 cause of
evil and profit is an extraction
by exploitation, now embrace of
individual insentives and profit-
surplus related economic organiza-
tions. They are pragmatic people,
Similary, we should examine
whether many of the State acti-
vities which are carried on today
could not be run better, either
under current State ownership,




er under- total privace ownarship.
we Mozt do this withour emacional
or subiective snalyiis.

%, Leg. any GraLe ancerprisa
look inwards once.a yesr and
anewer the question  whechar - B

shonld remdin or cankisue as pubflc
enterprise in thg - futere! CLet
thera be & frea and frank discug.
sion and let them | give  Teasand
why chay consider that the eni=r.
priza should reraain public, " The
answers will e wary: Intorestiog,
| am sups, |oam Aot sagpeiting

thic for oueslders £o malis déei-

gion on ownershi —phot at least
te maka these spcepprises remind
themealvas arnually why they dre
in tha public sceigr, That, may
léad co preacer dedicitlon ta the
so-ealled *Spiric of serifge’’ thmt
they ara awpzczed 1o by guided
by. | waont be suiprlssd I honese
anewears toothls quesilan wncaurage
them ro go peivatel |5 thls  too
much Ce expect from pubilc snters
prizay, who do nAoC even rare o
inform their sharchalde ris—the pub-
flc — wf what they have dona wich
publfie funds, by publishing thelr
ganual reRorts and Y ACeIunLs - fer
soveral years

0, Wew, you may att me
why | propose to subject public
BnTerprizas té & rasT, ehaz |
not -imposed an pelvats firms 2
The: roasons  are: sifpla. . Firss,
the privese fenn Uses tho owners
monlés, and af Edens badlythe
ownors lese o thelr own. mgoey,
Hergs, they ara morivaced to be
cost—canseions and efficlont. They
pay -the price-of “pankrupty if

thoy are had. Tho public firm
dogs not Fase Char cass:  Whather
it mekes profloe corolosses, tha

public frta tends co go an farsver,
ke Audyard Kiptrg's braok. Mo
ono. garss o closo i down (F
[oges imaney, Becsgse thare s 2
powsrful employment lobby, Which
waznts- to keop che omployees =t
their deiks, and poldiarrespecijve
of whethar chay have werk ar not,
Yoo will see incrodinle cvldease
of =zueh: Wappepings in Gal. Gya
Eialuation  Commission: report,
which. shésss that apcc ) the Gal
Oya Bcheme was completed, the
Devalnpmans  Bosrd - parpetuated
itzeil Anscead of winding wp by
updertaking - all typos of Betivities
In- che  arss, which' more than

Elve

daubled the final ease «Fthe Projact
anmd even corped tHe returns From
pazicive ta nagative, Poblle firms
are  pawerful  knstltucions: thac
think thar they can go ‘on farever
and that tharg s . gyer-patignc
public waiting outside to-pay for
ehair Accivities,  good o hid
That |5 bezause they do not face
tha rmarke=t tecr of bankruptty and
chasura, :

Competion Is the Answer

A1, Tha grux. =f the nattay
ljsz tha discipling of & wompori-
markes, . Im 3 compeciva
market, thera aro s |arge aurber
of firms: producing poods and 3
large ndmber-of cansumars lacking
g Boy these goodss Comp2ijal

rompels produecers oo osellt ek
lowast cast, -and fohjumers Eoo
wiil Boacfis ohy hat. -From-e

pacienal paint ol view, corppatian
producos the optimal suepdr, This
[ lefapcary: sconsmin Theory,
Whethor the Firmis are oownod by
the mrivate secier or the public

sector dogs net really matesr in
I compesitlve market. Thus
frame che micro @F Gonsumer s
poing of vlew “and che naticnal
polng of view, whe owns the means

ef produttion ooy nor | matter,
exeapt I tha case af Tmarkss
fatiure™ | creferred go.. CYWhers

the markac falls qnd that |5 noe
In 3 larga ramber of ‘nstinces,
chere i an obligatien on cha - iate
1o provide che sdrelca sy m i sock!
amnd,” Wnan eprimgl | wew and
Inaneed ouc-of taxation orF soms
form' of feadible user — gharging,

2E. Heage  our - SAdeaYolrs
hg ‘directsd ar asking how ‘bast
W N promote  COMpRLITive oo -
dittons 1 the =eansnne We coald
hawe publlc entorprisds esmpeting
with' aach’ gcher sorswith privace
entarprises. Yo could have greacer
competliban Bmang privice Scnfers
Figes. WWae conld discaurags moncs
pedtac i the  poblic as weld 3z
i che private secior, Mlenagallcs
can fie’ either regolitod: or new
eompetitive  firms could be--an-

BURNT HOUSE

The Wana with the large, diviged leaves,
To proament your garden?

May be, 'l get it

Feaw it on the fiill abave the fown.

Prafific -snd - pourag,

Ovar an off parapst from an overgrawn plot

By whita, broken. windoas. Borni,

the sifant hogse with dragan flias Swanming
Sorties over & afirage heid roel pondlice

in theee hundred and Sifty mitlion year reflexes.
Throwah telephans wires, and tangled choud.

T il bBregk & sonig of créeper,

Eager, with white roots clawing &ir

Fer roach down  fa the molhoring earh,

in this peace on the &ill todar tha Amazon ires
Momelass Hue sholtering many  dads,

foweif! Bring tha Fans down te the lown
Troublad with paople. nofege, degire

woir dasire tnn P50 DOSSOSs,

Unfeeding the tale of the hause on the Wil
Foo impeatient, togo, o gucss.

o= U Karunstilake
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_ ex|sts,

couraged. In old days, we argued
_ that our’
small to have many firms in com-
petition. That was very a narrow
view. A
Lanka should net think only in
terms of jts domestic market, It
‘should think of the whole world
as a potential market.
must create the necessary con-
ditions  In Sri

~perity and welfare,

23, If we
follows
the question of ownership in a
pragmatic way. There is no magic
In public ownership or private
ownership.
is a burden on the taxpayer, we
shold ask whether it
of market failure,
over—riding social
that dictate public ownership and

subsidization, and are the peop!e_:_.._-'

-susscmpﬂom-m ES
' ~Air Mail

Canada} U.s. A for | copy L]G
US§ 50.00 for | year :
US$ 30.00 for 6 months - -
s LA e
LK., Germany, New Zealand
Australia, Netherlands, France,
Japan,Holland, Phillippines, Aus-
tria, Norway, Sweden, China,
[reland, Switzerland, Nigeria,
Belgium, Denmark, Paris, London
US$ 40.00 for | year
US$ 25.00 for 6 months

US$ 20.00 for 6 months .
* el n %
lndia,'_ Pakistan. :
US$ 30.00 for | year
US§ 17.00 for 6 months
& B
Local .
Rs. 140/- for | year :
- Rs. 75/— for 6 months =
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local market was too

small country like Sri
and ¢
Hence, we

Lanka where an-
internationally competitive market
- That is how many small _
countries achieved economic pros-
- .the- progess will ger discredited.
agree, it ;oglcally
that we must approach

market.s
If a public enterprise .
is a case

If not, are there -
considerations

preductivity.

. There
emplo' ment

o Boom
chg Kor‘g, Saudl Arabia, Du-|
bai, Bzhaiain, Arabian Gulf
Syria, Singapore.
USS 3500 for | year

wise, so

willlng to pay for it2 If the
answers ‘are in the negative, then
there s is no. econemlc case for
~publie® ownership.” In fact, pri-

“vatizatlon in such a ‘case will be

highly beneficial to the people

he aim of prwatlzatlon
is to pramote competition, - the
way ; eraf{zatlon is done Is very

important: - if public firms are pri- .

vatized by secret deals, transfers
to. friends and cronies, at ridi-
-tulous[y Jow - noh-market - prices,

“The . aim- shou[d be ‘to “enconrage
wudEspread diverslﬁed ownership
~which will promote-a compgtitive
Here,”
‘markeg: W[H be helpful.
.in stocks

“be discouraged.
minimim dislocatjon - of

to fear retrenchment, If the later
ga2ins under  pri-
vatization would justify their conti-
el employment
ts in the fleld of computers.
{were great fears of un-
with ~ the advent of
| . But these fears have
en “belied as the productivity
ins of computer use have more

than compensated the redundancies,

Simllary, it is possible that tech-
nology and productivicy gains in
telecommunications might

redundancies unnecessary, if the

industry goes into partnership with
But, this may

the private sector,
not be ‘possibie.in all cases, espe-
cially where public
have been saddled with
staff: on.
In- such”
will  be
competitive
pnblic —will be
redundant labour. | Presume that
“this necessary retrenchment will
be compensated, and helped other-
that the
workers will be able to establish
themselves in fully gainful altea-
nate employment,
from government —
bhandloom textile sector to

£Xcess

instances, -retrenchment
invitable,

firm — private. or

the

privately operated garment manu-

facturing sector was an instance
~ where the employment dislocations

were minimized, wlt_h
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. and national gain.

In other words
privatisation should not be pushed

at the expense of workers because -

it is no fault of the workers that
they were employed by a misguided
public enterprise. In sum,

erncial  to  lcs
success  will  be
leads to widesp-

success.  The
seen conly if it

read private sector participation.

n-a. competitive setting, with
Bast d|s|ocation of the economy

Anc efﬁCtEnt stock
Trading:
and ‘shares will have to
be popularm‘.ﬂd dnd fater concent- -
“ration of ownersh;p will have to
‘There should be
‘abour .-

The workers should not be made -

" -gunboats,

A good anology

-render

enterprises
account of patronage.’
because no

able to afford
retrenched

The transition .
subsidized -

individual

fweapons ranging from
a.s“mw‘f rgffes, light machine gums,
RPG's, bombs and.
grenades. - The po!;ce pwckased :
T 84 vifies, while the army bought
ihe T 56. The Air Force has now
negotiated a new government—(o
. government deal {0 buy the
higger Y 8 transport plane, carry-
g 96 men, and is likely to
place an order for the T 56,
an upgraded version of Ihe T 85 _
rifle. :

MUSLIM IDENTITY

Discussions between the TULF
leadership and a delegation of
Muslim leaders have resulted in
a nine-point agreement. Commen-
ting on the substance of the
agreement, TULF President Mr.
M. Sivasithamparam said  that
the TULF has recognised “the
separate identity of the Muslims”,
Tie 9 point ‘accord”  ensures,
he sqid, that the positon of the
Mustims will be safeguarded in
the North and East. Basically,
Muslim representation —in the
proposed  North—East . Council
{a frial ome year period} and in
the Councif of Ministers, toge- -
ther with allocation  of land
under settlement sckemes will be
suaranieed.

- The MP far Kalmunai, where
Tamil-Muslim clashes had caused
~damage 1o Muslim property valued
at 67 miflion rupees, said that

despite many  reservations, the
peace accord’ offered hopes of
 peace, stabiliiy and communa!'
 harmony.

the i
manner In which privatization is = -
- Implemented is
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

. They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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