Violence — is anyone innocent ?
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THE WORM. TLURNS?

A geemim 2¥ trleinf fncident,- bt
L s frurn'. JHgE  REMG i frirs
than e $um;|aj.'-pap|:r, The :!uﬁ'
uf’ @ proviacigl pest offros warksd
vl wher o pelidoe allogeeiy:
obsed g omplayee fur FAC geddlng
JUR A Trunk el gaizkly enaugh,
T sorlie CrippRed  ConrBnE GO TIu 5
for #2 hsurs

The Pfﬂﬂz wor  Muward E.h'rd.
Tire poiidicion was-a visitr 4o L
fighday: reswrk.

It ek ihe District Misfstors
the Goverameng Agent, ond  tha
fulics Suprringdndent  fhres - holrs
L pRribede - #he mrifers #p po
onck T0 . work, OB G O55LTTROE
thae  rhald  gnckance  would  be
“ipoked o'’ offichaliy. Mednwnile
priofest “husiars hiud | heed (L g TH
carcsiae - ghe poar affice,  There wad
ng Bgsiness curn:'u:l:l:d, oragh - [
Hrﬂhd. Son Too wes wnferdlced,

The haliday resert was sffectivedy
(=ITEE )

MO TAKERS 2

They arc shoppier for-o Yice
Crdiceilar ar Ferduenlyd,  When
e Uopersity  Gouncll . 1ner - 20
Hornlaule @ AwCoessor L0 Ehe- ol
which wilf tre voccdot wlian .F‘:uil"ﬂaiﬁ.l‘
Famabakks - el ap .I'||.1r.r|' .ﬂ.h,
there were po fandiduales

Memoess of the Coongils heads
of  cdepargments, deange af the
facoijjes s gaade byl lectivers
wers ellgiile:  Bud mapagy epnlied.
Aad Profigacr  Porabodie Je
dnterastod A0 QuuThed ferarl I
fos vike DEse deciged 0 aduesrixe,

Whtip chaos e the campises,
and The dmversTieE plere ofascd
e ehen ! foderenthy clased), el
acadeimles ceerldd wont A o
thiacklesy  joll Mow,. fI zBeing
hizre (5 riGne,

T .0, R E o o

H#Hl}‘n’

T 56: MEDIUM AND
MESSAGE

At the Coforae Dfnlversity, ot
WA TEOrT ¢ recensly enldent) fled
persons”, marlEd it e clure reotiz
and drdered (i lechirers ond tha
stadands ol The leciore on ~fiAsS
MEDIA W cancefled,

I thew-aid pob warowe the corhes
iniedhecelp, o 56 woold boee
g che uEed, they wers tald.  Tho
“unpentliied  perseasf™ ofr | thrs
csE were belleved da- e Uager-
gradacterof thie o aliorsity .

But the taroe {7 pat plwaus
from ‘tha “stadents,

MNOT CRICKET

It wos o postponoment; Aot 4
caneelioticn, even theugh the post-
piznement cofde cxtended T oas
redf, by which d'me thede  ciay
hocpa necd For the hy—elecaion.  Bud
M, Sl Momnesinglia rermoins the
UMF candidole fof tfa vaoant parlids
meRtary seod it Hamagdemd, . And
Inva rrend secting evenl Fulfy coverad
ll-}' the -medld Mr, |'|"||:|:'m-_'.r'ng|';||:
Ingagurored a new bus rorls, operg-
Ted Ly te stdbe owned ©F8, In the
#fzctorate e Choper {0 ropresent.

Obsereers  do- oot exbect thet
ngn-faweernmant. party  cendideces
tan would bo nfforded sdch oppors
firaftiss,

- TRENDS
i ..+
~LETTERS

T. U L F. Dilernma

Lznimn
Tumils ga Meand'thiat, the  Indian
Fryacninaliy feraikad the TMLE,
feicErchip 8 FRCLDT Bome

Io G diskoarcening  dar

Eyen R ofaw days befocre Indla
indisabed tha ta S TALLE  sheuld
T. L LR
pealigiclan Hr. % Madairzah was  shot
dead by mililrinis for  supporring
lnclan - Army eccions.  India  could

g home, & VELrRED

noL-Pilve, Boas anawaro af chin,

drdvre! Ceuat Blame . bGiceed!  fae
failing jwka i awkeard pogitian —
Arber the [983 raclal Coricts  Amir
deprnded encirely  on Indiaz
bletsings and dzcided’ s scey In
Madraz along. with hiz callesgies.
He defended hics seay i Medrzs by
al.}'lng ther his_life was endangered
by rte 5 Bckan Army ond in lzoer
vy he frared Tomil millcancs wauld
kill him W he reteried g Jafna.
But one carqaEks help . bunoaslicg
why shebild ke fear deazh chrezios,
i he o bad 3 srong mass dcllowing

[(Contisced an pape £

LANKL

GUARDIAN

Yol 1 Mop.o23 Apeil 1o 1885
Prbeo. Hs. 506

Publiabed fortnightly by

Lanbs Guardish Fublishing Co.Led,

Moo 248, Uniga Place.
CELCMDD —

‘Eaross  Mtarvyn fin - Gire:
Talegl jone: G475

Digitized by Noolaham:Foundation.
noolaham.org-| aavanaham.org

CONTENTS

Muves Barkgraund E]
Folsign Mess )
The Flim' cn Fizcein Provinoe I
“Echaes ol War'T — Reelew I7
Wislenea 20
Antabadewa the Melodions Han 2l
Tt 23

Privied by Anaola Prass,
B2, Walferdial Bteat, Sulomaa 13,
Talrpbeas; SEETS




Now Ava,fable e

A cm_omm. ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM

IN TRANSITION

| Thﬁ{e-;_ _expe'f';-gn_c'-e"__;.p__f:- 5_’s_r’i_:_ Lanka

B. S. wumsfm

Foreword by i
Prof WL Howard Wr:ggms _
Former US Ambassador to Sn Lanka -

The book examines the reform of the administrative system
from a highly centralised one to devolutl'o'nary structures intended
to facilitate democratic participation and ‘meet the chal!enges of
post-lndependence Sri Lanka. -

RS 160, 00 - Postage Extra
US$ 600 e

Marga Publlcatlons

- 61 !s:pathana Mawatha e A
~_ Colombo 5, Sri Lanka_

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. =~~~ -
-~ —noolaham.org-[ aavanaham.org = = °




Cornered, the LTTE
spots political space

Meryyn de Silva

‘iGer. Prabhaleasan: [t - the
name &f tha Eume. ho
quite as simpls a5 ‘Dead o Aljye*
Far bath the - Indian and 56 Lanks
paverriments, this wauld b the
sigle command: b thelr respacta
nEgatigtors 'r.lhn_:ha\'-; b;un_, and
il are, -hu!.:r tryia to malg 3
palicteal deal with'the LTTE leader.
Fr - Gandh]’s ':.r'n‘l:r |1||r.||:|ng far
Frabbiskaran in the "u":l'ul'IJnl_I'; junglq:
has a chalees na [onger apen 1o iho
Lrl - Lankap — eo corner god &I
-him.  Bar e 1= sn option that Mr.
Gandh [ dees pot wish 19 axercise
far strictly  policiel reazens, of
whiely ‘Lha ‘miogt important |5 che
mezod i Taniilnade, che menoovcas
b}' th i o ipn.rl:ies' and pn:r.::.na‘ll-
tlar there” and elettions i chat
¥ery intpereant. southern  scebd,
erce che présidential rule imposed
after the death of the charlsmacie
Chiel. Minister MIGR, (5 ramoved,

There 15 yet another, afveady
srhedulbed - gvant, which: adds x
toauch of wrgency. The Al-Indix
Congress dleommitees, che mose
powecrful pelloy-meking body of the
relipg party, meecs o Ayadic. The
town s close coorhe  cenere  of
Ternifngduy polizied, s fapiizl
Madreg, Monsense — 2 TypEealjodrs
nallstic pver—reading ol '3 raoltjss
mezeting ' a top fouth Bleck spaker.
man ctald - this wrlter Jarm waek
when | pofnted owc 1o cwo such
interpretacions [0 Dathl’s  Sunday
Papers, - “The Indlan  governmisnt
podition s absolutely clesr.  Cirice
the LTTE lgeder acceprs  the
Aecord, all-other questlons thar ars
8cill wearrylng Prabhakdran can be
resalved,  The Prima Minfstes: haz
gajd 5o, aat paco bun meny cimes,
and | -pefec-you to Hr Matwar
Stngh’s  statement In the  Rajya
Sabha,., "

i FIJI'.'||iI: statEments wern  the
fimal aitd © itrmversthin ‘poslcions ot
FOVErMTERES — A0y ga¥erament —
petirical fifs would  jadoed by 5o
deliphtiol iy comfariable s and diplo:
pancy weould codsa; wIth ‘sEcrec
diplomacy' o molsdramacie Lnven-
tlon of the fictien—wrliar,

Ma; This is p political-milicary cans
fiiet, and has beee 5o, aver, slnce
it betamp A sprious  threst ea
the Sri Lankan stace ' Tha Peare
Accord, an Intdr-stabte ransie
tign hetwesn two governments
that hed both. diverpent and
cernmon intarests, was alimed st
resplying the armed confllet in
arder o7 make wiay far e setfle.
ment of the far Mdare complic-
tod palitical latges,

The IPKFE-¥as breken the bask-af
the LYTE resistence.. The panijnsula
= ne lopger an undizputed LTTE
stronghald whers LTTE fighesrs
have masimum mabilicy. - O the
canktrary, the LTTE |sader arid hard-
coire group of Cralped =nd Touphe
ened guerrilfas have been pushed
soaith of the peninisla into  the

Sungles: Tha aecasiapal |=pd—mine

or ambuth In the north does nof
challenga che IPEF clzim of near—
tofel military - dampnanes of the
paninsula and" cherefore 1 radfzal
changa in the bilanee of forees;

Wihat hag happenad 20 ehat Ehe
IPEF ~ hopeleszly  over-estimating
1ts serength {andandesd, magnifyin
cheImpaftasee & n:nn-.'.:n:iunj
millcary foree, batle lessans | of
Yigrnam and. Afzhanistan) haz -pald
an -tnewpaeredly ClaFge’ price-far
this ensriious efrar ol judpement
— ot jEse. hves {ever {ErE] bisk
Time, -
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BACKGROUND

Howprar  the -baek oF the LTTE
pesisiange enocche [PEF haf bepn
broken, amilitaciiy: ~ The provan
and deddhyeapaeicy of the 'Tigars'
ta oparate’ lrewhere from Trinco
southwards, b5 fot prool-co the
contrary. Inthe fach, tha opari-
tlanal mekbhads g5 wall 35 tha
tergats {sudden, devascating. raids
on- lsolated. wvillapes,  Sinhalese
primarily} s convincing evidence

< ofpreclzely’ this major changs in

che  millary: sisuscion.

FFthe military factor was che
sols consideratton  In Indian
pelicy, then  the IPEF woold
coatinug 1t eperstlens in tha
Jungles, cloeleg In on Prabhekaran
and -Mahactaya and their 200-300
fighters; Tha LTTE leadar's anly
Lo frevent
such - encirclemenc - and” Shp  oug
o Cthe CIPEF'E Cewer-mardawing
Fiog of arfoar.

e ju ac chis paine that palls
fles take. tommand, Heaning of
codrie, - Temilnads,; |:5|:-.|: S iy
Frabha™)

The Congrass (1) hzd -3 small
but secura palltical  posiclon In
the largese of the sraces  south

of ‘the Hindh-balt, bus onle by
the grace of M.G R, The movia-
siar - Chief Minlscar: served  an
B¥an more druslally fmporant pur-

posa. “He kepo che lidoon Tamil
chauvimism,  pepretented’ By hia
chief rivsl’ Karoasnldhs and o hiz
EETE:

Wieh hisdesihy, the Congress
wis undecided - about  whom o to

back wehen MGR's AADME spliv,
3



And how.!-\' .B;e't'we'en-- ‘the quiet:,'- -
respectable, not-so  politically

minded widow, lanaki, and MGR’s
- one-time leading lady and comely
‘mistress, Jayalalitha. ~ After a
swing towards Janaki, Congress
soon - picked lJayalalitha as the
better bet.  And then, laya-
lalitha, finding that Karunanidhi
was re-activating - antl-Congress,
anti-Centre  Tamil  nationalism,
made a sudden tactical shift

herself to keep up with the

pace-setting Karunanidhi.

BUYING TIME

Mr. Gandhi

bought  himself
time by

imposing ~ Presidential

rule.  He was hoping to  use

that breathing-space to exert
Dethi's own considerable influence
on  the fast-moving  post-MGR
developments in 2 mahner and
direction best sulted to the
Centre’s interests, However, his
capacity to manage Tamilnadu
politics in such a fashion has
proved increasingly limited. That
problem would not be a major
worry had not a new challenga
emerged at the Centre itseif.
The worsening Punjab situation
has compelled him to strengthen
his emergency powers, promptly
provoking Opposition suspicious
of a trend towards dictatorial rule
and abuse of emergency, not to men-
tion a misuse of the Constitution.
The traumatic [ndian experience
with Mrs. Gandhi which led to
her dramatic downfall in the
late 1970's tends to magnify
such Opposition anxieties, reflec-
ted now by the furious debate
In the Indian press and in poli-
tical circles about M™Mr. Gandhi's
intentions, - :

 OPPOSITION UNITY

The Opposition Is still = trying
to get lts act together. There
are too many differences between
the parties, and some bicter
personal enmitles. Yet, former
Finance Minister V. P. Singh Is
steadily emerging as a credible
challenger.  He resigned  over
a series of scandals that lnvelved

_intimate friends of Mr. Gandhi,
notably India's top-star, Amitabh

4

‘Bachehan,  He resigned his seat

too, Now the Allahabad by-

~election appreaches, in the very

heart of the Hindi belt. The
Opposition js trying to persuade
Mr. Singh to contest him and

the Congress is goading him to

do so,

This is not a time for Mr,

Gandhi to lose all control of
Tamilnadu.

" The IPKF has been punishing

the LTTE hard, But the mili-
tary campaign has a political
objective — to persuade Prabha-

karan, still the Tamil people’s

only ‘hero’, to accept a poli-
tical deal, on terms much
fower than his earlier demands
but much better than Delhi’s
own initizal offer. Essentially,
this is not different from the
stated aims of National Secu-

- rity Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali, when he mapped out

a_  strategy before Vadama-
rachi.
position of strength.

The tPKF has militarily weakened
the LTTE. Who is to derive
the benefits of that by negotia-
ting the terms of a new political

- accord? India and the IPKF, which

reduced the LTTE military capabi-
lity, believe that the right to
the rewards belongs exclusive-
ly to Delhi.

than Delhi would. In _
It Is greater power for lesser
land, Give monopoly control of

the north to the LTTE on a

platter (i. e. an interim adminls-
tration and the LTTE in control

when elections are  held) In
exchange for an LTTE concession

in the East. The UNP and pro-
LTTE, pro-UNP Tamils are trying
to steal the frujts of the IPKF's
eight month campaign. The UNP

government too is thinking poli-
tically and electorally. Sinhalesa
opinion could be appeased if the

North-East linkage Is snapped,

It is the ‘'merger’ that really.
angers the majority of Sinhalese,

not provincial counclis.
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Negotiate from a

Colombo however
spots target of opportunity —
to offer the LTTE a better deal
essence,

_ For his part, Prabhakaran, the

weakest of the three, sees a
‘heaven-sent opportunity to en-

hance his bargaining power by
exploiting the contest between

India and Sri Lanka and their

divergent iInterests. ;

The uncertain Tamilnadu situ-

ation and  emerging  Indo-Sri

Lankan differances on the situation

in the explosive eastern province,
together with the immediate

needs of Colombo and Delhi,

along with their respective elec-
toral concerns, have opened a
“space’ for the LTTE. But this

‘space’ may be open only for a

limited time,

- Letter...
-(Cq_ntfn_ugd!_ from page I}

in the North and East.  The problem
with Amir is that he totaily ignored
building up a support base in laffna
but depended wholly on India. Any

mass following. Even during the
- T.U.L.F. leadership’s absence In Jaffna,
Tamils demonstrated their anger at
the Killing of former Uduvil M.P.
~Mr. Y. Dharmalingam so  explicitly
that  the Militants refrained from
taking on moderata politicians there-
after. : : e

~ But when the farmer District coun-

cil  chairman  Mr. Nandarajah  was

killed recently there was no murmur

from Tamils  because the T.UL.F:

had exhausted all influence at mass
= fevel in Jaffna, : s

Now Amir has breught dishonaur
Tamils in Sri Lanka. In this context
it must be . accepted that, despita

his political inadequacies, Prabakaran

the Tamil rebels.

o P : Klrupanantha‘n.
Melliady, :

' Tamil Militant group wouls hesitate
to touch him if he had 'a genuine =

not only to the T.U.L.F. but to the

has provided unique lzadership to

G "




NEWS BACKGROUND

Lehannnisaﬁun—The East is Red

k¥la the  Sinhalese wank the

1 Leplan army presence
strenthoned, - Thz  Tamil Tigers'
want tha Srl Linka Army oe: fhe
Pluitiey went the [FEF owtl Tha
EPRLE and PROT bzld o hectal in
Batticalea ' 1o commamoratc the
LTTE matsacro oF thalr cadres [ast
Foar. Tha APKF pulled  dowin
their hfack faps. A Muslim Deputy
Minister's ceourity officce has heen
godueted | Swmanthuroi, Meaos
while a ‘Red  Alers!
antotnced Inoche doop Sobth with
tha Becurivy ferces propared for
p majer aparacion by UScithern
subveriaves’,

Macisms are [nooorder. T."1.I|‘l|".
thera's Grear’ Diseeder under the
heavens, More sppropriace though
1% “The East js Kad®;

Whan Scl Cenksn commantators
in'sesroh of parallzls 55 the height
of “the -~othnlc canfifer  and “the
Tamil separasist insurgency favous
red 'E!:a'ngladnsh gnd l:;,'pru: the
Lanfar Govrdlen jotroduced  Ehe
tarm ‘Lebasonisarion”, ithe process
rather thap the country. a‘l‘:LI: that
tirne, thers was e forelgn prgoc—
kegping farce, enly-tha. Srl Lankon
palice and ‘tha Army, snd l3Esr.
the elite 5T.F., trained by hircd
x5 A8, porsonnal srd-a macloy
Internacianal *'dogs of war® pask-

I wrae of course the  erbinge
spmpasit ion sEche sasiern pravinge
7= Tamils; "the  largest-graap hiig
fot- & majeriey. che Tamel-speaking
Pluzlime and  tha Binhafese, the
ertatlest gronp — wrhich o prirmarily
encouraged such fearfil, feturistic
EEonErinsl oA thac cime. the
Mushim comman ey seomad aeuneal
and  alood; alchough che  Tarmjls
crpected for hoped) che link et
languzge {notreliglon) 1o trandcend
raligicus differences: ahd  tock
FMuzlims: support  for  granted,
Beshdes  the  BMuclime were  not
erracd or evan palicically orpanised
for & role in-che raging conflizc

Eaoner or lazer, Muslim favalves
mant was fnvestible — garticilarly

has hesns

when Sinhalcse “Home Guoards
wore Introdiaced &0 protoct. Slnha-
Fesa willgges. To dusetho Musiims
g5 ‘baffer’ or bettor sl Cszoan
inperument of the S:ate’s counzar—
Ersirgency STrarcpy was 8 cacckeal
cempiaclaon. Tha “tacrid. wis Ia
faer adopoad, Arms Tound  cheir
wily ot the hands & Musne
youth, bandine themsoldes  Into
yarlgug groups | bearlep  psmos
distlectly Piddle—cazrerm  fFuede-
mencaliscor Palestinlang o flavoor,
Tha- Moslims In Calembo,. tha
pro-Esvablishiment  traditianalisc
Peudership and atite, business and
professiopal, |gnored theinterests
of cheir brothers “rapldly drawn
into theovorias of o highly compll-
catad and wlolent siiuaclken. With
the exdeption of M. Halésm {shak,
che: Dpposlilon’s ‘only Tlusiim TP
sl & few o Muaslime personslis-
Ciez af the "Exscern praviice, the
Muelim facior weie tacally neglac.
eed, by cammentatars of both the
pra:Siphaly aed pre-Tanil eamps,

In March, well ovor’a hurdred
civilmns, mainly Sinfslese - have
been lellled,  presumably by the
LTTE. But thingsare not all that
simplo.  Fmallarmed Moslimn waurh
gronps - anade - cheirs appezrance
urkil, finglly; anew  Muslim pall-
tical  party, easc=based rathor
than  Golombo-concralled,  mads
b= afwant — cha &5 L. Muslim
Coneress,  But “all " the FPs af
the province are L M P.oand
tharefors could enly worl swich-
In gha cowernment, and its natlonal
pelicy ~and - milimary sceatepy In
the sasc,

Zama the Indtan Pesee-kamaing.

Farce  which - weas
B Muslim General
of  the. ares.

i toohayg
in -command

i confllcts Bre now re-emerss
Ing:mad new, Aerse ancagorlims
erupgtlrg 0 & provinge ©which
becarm cha main chearre of Lhe
wiar, copce cthe LTTES military
dominance was brokenin 115 adthsne
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e narthern

ahe  commercial

stronghald, Wich
the Esriefrant ol che PEF and
the LTFE shifting eastwards, vhe

LTTE irself changed ies racijos —
o -decrshiiliceE  chie  EicBacrar.
ufideratine - e YAceard’ harass

the APEFE miljtarily and. ambarrats
the  &ri-barki seveprmernt pelicl-
eally, this caning - Colambs Bell!
fracrinf:

The meln ticget wes Sinhaleze
willgers in the  more  Femore;
yrproceceed sottlaments  The “old
war" of comeeumal  soelfe owizh
one cricical difereid=, Ehe - LTTE
Iearmied, the Sinhalese aod Muslims
have no  protector” or do nog
crisc the newly [Atrodueced 'pros
cector’, the IPEF  Add to cheso
explostve Ifgeedisnts, the paturpl
dlsmnl:_en: ofa Sric Lankan RLmY
0058 ~Einhalese ‘confinad " to
arracks' wnder tho Acmord,  hids
militrich far ths gEmy mnd A
FE'EL‘I:.I' Frcpagnrdist waapan  for
the afti—focord ErUUpE; not
merely the official Opposition.

The old  corflices ars  Bsscd
mainfy on fand distribition snd
eetrlement policies, the couse af
comminal “digzurbances’ since cha
mid-1%50%, Economis and policical
Interesis of the threz commiunicies,
espaciplly  af the praperciad spd
sbraks, shalrpan
zthe' canflict as provinclal tounclla
and the charing of politizal power
beceme the maln concarns: Besides,
there f5' ctha vical politicel jsius,
. = the ‘proposed Moreh. Eair
merger for % tr13] one-year pericd.
Wiarat will bz chis powes-balance
adce the polls ara .- held?

Howewar the mosc smoclonaly
chatged jesue |5 that of refigfees
and their  re—secclemenc. It s
an® jueensely Choman’ probliem for
all, It is aiig & political question
far prople in place meah voters,
aind  chergfira ' the  communal
balance © ‘of ‘power, the  pawer
which: fis ao ba ‘shared” in the
new. provinclal - gouncll seEcup
tho first axerclza™in devalution

b



‘Save Prabhakaran cry in

Madras

Achange in the perception of
the Sri Lankan Tamils’ Issue

by the DMK and some other
opposition parties has at preseng
narrowed it down to a guestion
survival of the LTTE supremo,
Mr V. Prabhakaran, .

The oppesition refrain in. Tamil
Nadu is that Mr Prabhakaran’s life
is in danger from the Indian
Peace Keeping Force. The DMK
president Mr M. Karunanidhi and
few other leaders have urged the
Centre to save the life of Mr Pra-
bhakaran for whom, according
to them, a manhunt is on.

A “save Prabhakaran’’
- from here to Kanyakumarl organ-
ised by the Confederation for
the Protection of Tamils of Eelam,

an organisation of writers, artistes .
and the like here, and the four-

day march was flagged off by
Mr Karupanidhi at Madras. He
said that the Tamils had raised
their woice against any harm
coming to the LTTE chief and
the voice would reach New Delhi,

~ The recent death of an LTTE
leader, Mr Johnny in the jungles
. of Vavuniya, is sought to be lin-
ked to the IPKFs effort to cap-
‘ture Mr Prabhakaran. Mr P, Nedu-
maran, president of the Tamil
Nadu Gandhi Kamaraj Congress,

alleged that Mr lohnny was shot

by the IPKF when he refused to
lead armymen shadowing him to
Mr Prabhakaran. Subsequently, the
LTTE, in a statement released in
Madras, held the Indian govern-
ment responsible  for .~ Mr
Johnny's death.

Such accusations have naturally
annoyed the Congress leadership
in Tamil Nadu. lts perceptjon of
the situation In Sri lLanka 13
quite different from that of the

DMK and others who support its
views, It has reasons to be an-.

noyed because people are sceptl-

cal about the wversion of the

happenings being given out offi-

6

march

clally. What is worse, even Ms.
Jayalalitha, leader of a group of
the “AIADMK, thas chosen to
appeal to. the Centre not to
harm Mr Prabhakaran and Initlate

“negotiations with the LTTE after

stopping the |PKE action.

Mes Janaki Ramachandran, leader

of other AIADMK faction, who

as chief minlster of Tamil Nadu,
professed total support to the
Central government's action in
Sri Lanka has radically changed
her wview. She and the leaders
in her group hold views similar
to those held by the DMK as

-they are angered at thz Congress

MLAs. withdrawing support to her
government during. the erdcial

woting on confidence motlon. Her

government was dismissed two
days later ~on January 30 and
President’s Rule imposed on the
state. . -

The Congress leaders are quick

to point out the killings of in- |

nocent civilians In the northern
and eastern parts of Sri Lanka

by militants. Among those killed |

were political leaders, Including
Mr Velmuruguy, Mr Nataraja and
Mr Anandasankari, They polnt
out that while the IPKF carried
out the jop of disarming the
militants, the defiant LTTE had
been killing people. The Indian
government had no intention to
kill. Mr Prabhakaran. 1t was not
hunting for the LTTE leader, as
alleged by the opposition parties
they assert

Mr ¥, N. Vishwanathan, ano-
ther = political scientist  (asst.
professor, Presidency College),
said about a dozen organisations
not affiliated to political parties
had been formed In the state to
focus attention on what was

_actually happening in Sri  Lanka.

He felt the IPKF issue might
prove a setback to the Congress

in the elections to the assambly,
if the lssue was not solved by

‘then. -

(1. 0. 1)
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l Half India wants troops

pulled back, says poll

Abcut half the number of people
interviewed in India by a
Markecing and Research Group
{MARG) want the IPKF to come
_ The figure
was 4% percent. But 72 percent of
those interviewed approved their

- government's action in sending

Indlan soldlers inte Sri Lanka,

The opinion po!l was commis-

sioned by the news magazine India

Today and ranged over 200 country-
wide locations.  The pollsters
questioned 10,338 persons,

- The over-all pattern of respon-
ses revealed that there is no great
disparity among the Srl Lanka
issue. In Tamil Nadu, only one

© percent more than in other ragions

wanted a pull-back of the troops.

Boycott tifl Wanmgama

is traced

Ruhuna University students are

into a boycott of classes with

they have declared will not be

called off -till the Government
reveals the whereabouts of their

missing phiolosophy lecturer Satya-
- pala Wannigama,
reported arrested by the Middeniya

Wannigama was

police last November.

The Students Action Committee
has Informed the campus authori-
ties that chey will boycott pending
examinations too, if their demands

are not met before these are held.

Among the other demands are:
immediate releasa of students held

in police custody; assistance to

undergraduates who have bacome
refugees; and, a satisfactory solu-

tion to the
college issue.

private  medical
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Guaztion tima In Parliament

The Israeli connection

{rHir.. Lakshman' Japakiody)

e, Depucy Chieman;: | chava
Jemn nollds of cwo duestions and
? amvary piarefdl £a the' Han,
Minmters for their presooco hera
to angwer thén, They have beep
lind: encugh. wa Bome Chere. o
ahswear |'I'I:f' qUEELll:H"IS.

M First questlon 1x sddrassed To
the Hon, Ministor Sof Macicaal
Soeuriby. Tharg wag this 3peaa-
mamt signed-batwaan & Lanka and
Indla s 29th Lelv, 196 and In che
Erxchange af Lariers. L. s gaid
that they would rozgxeraine  che
presente of foreizo millcary advizors
([ 58-11i g Lourkry and. thak thnr'wmld
take tuicable-zetisn on this  sfrer
the discdzsjond whidh woyld cake
p%ac_e heswesn _rndia and-Srl Ledka:

WHL the: Hoa,  Minlseer kindly
Inform the, House whathar ha haz
eaken up thic maccer with the
Government of [94ia bacadse appi-
rently o fouple of woaks ago — two
g three wesks aro— His Excallency
ehe - President - copechar wich che
Minister' of “Matlonal” Securly: and

the Minictor af Mahaweh Develops

meEnk  wenk §e India oo elarify
ecrealp - mattars  pertainkig © 1o
foreign milicary Intelligence peopla
in ourceuntry, 1 owenuld Bkeoca
kcw whether he did erifv che
i:rzttrru:c end  meoivities” &f- che
sramlis, thé o SAL parzons who
are horo'end- klze che keenl Meeni
Intelllgenco officers who are opera.
ting In this councry, Frecall that
when we ralsed the matcer abaut
Ehe lsragil presonce. here somerime
a'ﬁn. the Hon, Minlster told us thae
there were lzrac|ls hera dnd chat |f
chere wers any-combal Speratlons
which took placa o the couniry,
that infuenes of the [srantis weould
be thers.  Heanld thizs foma cime
e Apart from chac, we mens
thamed the namos of soma lsraeliz
Wil Wrare operating hers buc the
Han, Minister did oot reply.

I wane to bring ta the Han,
Minicters motice that thera I5 wn
afftee called Kool Fredes Cofombe
which operaces {rom 22, Milsgirlva
Read) Bambalapiclys.  Thera isan

LT I !gm'lﬂtl‘.‘l:l:n hf tha Aame of
Ll )os=ph srho runs this trnﬂlng
affice.  Bur "we found " that thay
were nek anly 4 crading organjsge
tlen but-nlsa o defenes supplles
unit for Hormets Limited of < Tz|
Aoly, leraek, 1 Wang ta brjnglea
the nocke= of the Hon, Midmear
that they ara arents fors Singapare
areanisatjon | whe sopply defence
Weapons and theje LT ap= ap&lled
chrougl  adr G srare tradin
organigatians, - They have |m|:-|:|rr.|:5
some Atafiah BUNz — rzp'nn.r.l.- T
whera  the' make god owmber af
ehe gur have: Been scracched off
They ars sald kh=re thri;.-ugh K oo
Trades Liriesd.

I would ik ce azk the Hap,
Miniseer whether he: tan: plea g5
A llae af- pame=s &b 21 the IErdcld
gxperts o the country,  This |3
FECY irl:||:|-|:|rr..'u-|t at-a tlme lko this,
Wr thiould have the names. of all
their agricultural, econpmic and
othet ‘expprts. - Tliere are’ glss
lepaeli bechiosraes, =% yau ara
awrare:  Almost allef them arg In
the Mazhawsll area;  They hava
afready  setbled | dows v “the
Fabawell sroa- and are working in
certeln farms dn. the Mahaweli.
There i5 s nowspepar - whith [z
papufar snd qulce wall-known hera
callzd the “lsracll Mews " |[Fyou
raad fo, wou wit fiod: that - meosc of

them ere hore for this typa of

activity. o Fowould ks the Heon;
Minrztor to cheock up whacher thase
Fccplﬂ ara millcary men. In the
sraell sat-up. you know chac they
sreall mitkarlly crainad,

(Mr, Apora Bastlan)

Have vou-glven neotice of chiz
gquastian? !

{Fir. Lakshman Jayakody)
Oh, yez,

(M. Andra Bastlan)

Wife iave got noctos of anly one
qUBsLian.

{Me. Lakshman layakady)

Anywar, | am now bringing thiz
L0 your naclce.

E6: read tha ' *“Aguimas Jowrngl®
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whigh §5 princed by the Aguinas
Colleps.  Tha Rse-aeriels "a the
pavrnalzts abot e the” [Eraali eonnecs
clon - a8l LankaZ  Fram that you
wet Bl linGws chat It (3 nat enly we
palitkctans whoo want ko find oge
oheng cthis, The Aquinas College
iz & rospected Cathalic ealiege,
Therg are pacpld Who delve InLe
targlgn’ dad policlcals  marpeds,
mebtors perealiing o the prasanes
af |srealls frere, parmining to the
prosance UG- other Gntelligence
crganfzaclons-hare " juir vead the
Iast arcicle.  Thew saou-wrill flid
what che fsrael connection |5 about
I this councry. | would [k the
Home Mhinlster el publish  the
names arpd addresges 3o that the
peopla. ofcehis eountry will know
whather théy are military ndvlsors
gr noe; Thit it rather Impartant,

| wolld 1ile ywau.

SUBSCRIFTION RATES
Air Mail

Canada | U.5.A, fer | eopy L/G
LSS 3000, for | yedr
LISE 30,00 for & rmenths
2 B n
LK., Germany, Mew Zaglingd
Australia;  MNetherlands, France,
Japan Heotland, Prilllppines, &Aus-
tria. Morway, Sweden, Chinz,
freland, Swiceariand,  Mperis,
Balgivm, Denmark, Paris, Londen
LSS 4000 for | wear
Lis% 25.00 for & manths

n 5 »
Harz Kong, Saudi Arsbla, Du-
bai,.  Bihsraln,  Arshizn Gulf
Eyrig, Sinpanore;
553500 Adop | wase
LSS 2000 ASk <6 months
» % B
India, Pekiscan,
Lsg 3000 feor | yasr
LISE - 1700 for & months
i L 3
Losal

Rz, |[40)= for | ysar
Rs. ¥3/- for & monche




Opposition urges I_'iftintg of ban

Seven political partles have
urged President Jayewardene
to lift the ban on the JVP,
unconditionally,

The parties are the Sri Lanka

Freedom ‘Party, the Eksath Lanka

Jatika Party, the Mahajana Eksach
Peramuna, the Tamil Congress,
the Democratic Workers Congress,

the Sri Lanka Muslim Congreﬁ'

and the Liberal Parcy.

They have also called for a

release of all political prisoners

held under the PTA and the
Emergency regulations, and for an
end to “extra-judicial
and arbitrary arrests.

In a letter to the President
these opposition parties have
demanded in addition a lifting of
the bans on proscribed trade

unions and student organisations,

Among the other demands:

~ killings’

— Gazette the names of persons

who have been detained, and if

any have been released, the names

“of those re‘eased

— Disband ad hoc para m!litary
forces such as Home Guards,
National Auxilliary Force, Natlional
Task Forece,
and retain only duly establlshed
security forces.

The opposition parties have
asked for a parliamentary select
committee on human rights to
inquire into aliegations of disappear-
ancas,
human rights commission drawn
from all recognised political parties

-~ and human rights organisations.

The United Soclalist Aljiance
(USA) of the CP, LSSP, SLMP
and NLSSP tooc had been asked
to come in on this joint opposi-
tlon demand. But there had
been no response’ according to

- a spokesman for the seven parties.

VAY

You sensed the pale Galileen at your side

(He walked in Spain, he rose with Stalingrad)

The dripping Fascist fangs that tore your throat
Tore also his cafm hands that only blessed. In the sad
Cycle of time comes the resurrection. Let us bide
The slow tortured turn from the mad

Night of malevolence to Iove again.

So,

With your chosen fove, your warm heart calls us
As we march this May she will proclaim
Fulsome the grace of surging, risen, feet,
While echoes of earlier, happier, Mays remain.
- We will trample on the grass the fallen gold of April
_And May will put out its scarlet flambouyants
And the red banners that kindled your eyes.

. Karunatilake

-Digitized by-Noglaham Foundation:
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ments

Special Task Force,

and the setting up of a

Sri Lanka in
~England _ in

NEWS BACKGROUND

Victory for Lankan
in race case

hen Dr Malila Noone, a
Srl Lankan microbiologlst,
was interviewed by the appoint-
Ashford
for a

committes  at

Hospital, near London,
consultant’s post, the proceedings

were “‘little more than a sham",

‘an  Industrial tribunal held 'when_

Noone was not selected.

tribunal  held thac the
: committee which
decided that Noone would not
fit into  the had
“shown patent arbitrariness and
unfairness’ and had treated her :
less favourably British
applicant with the same experience,
tralning, quahflcat[ons and person-
a]ity would have been

The
appointments

departmenc,

than a

“in refusing Noone the con-
sulatant’s post, for which she was
the most highly qualified candi-
date, the Regional Health authorlty :

was guilty of racial discriminatlon
the tribunal decided.

Now the Court of Appeal has
upheld this decision and on March
17 awared Dr Malila Noone 3,000

: pd_.u_nck sterling, as compensation

for being
that interview In

racially victimised in
1984,

Malila Noone (44) qualified as
a doctor at the University 9?_
1967 and_.'went“ to
1976 to complete

speciallst training in microbiology.




PLO issue: 148 vs 2 (U. 5. — Israel)

HEWY FOEK

neiy - diplomats - form  the

davaloping warld serg 4otk
Ing' gbout shifting the wepug of
Efg mexl  annual sessfon’ of thae
1 M. Gereral  Aszembly  from
ehie LISAS amidse a raging contro-
versy ovar Yyachingoon's o moves
10 elose the Palestin= Libergtion
Organizasion’s.  (FLOY  obsorver
misshon hera reporcs PTH

A lore and esriplox lopal bai-
ple is expected won Mow York
goure where ihe  Reagen Admin-
Iseracian filad a =oft. sEcking the
elogure ol the  [3lwear old 1M,
missian-af che PLO which hzs boen
declifed 3" 18rrorlst erginization
by the U5 Congress

The Unlted Mattant will partls
sipate 10 the cobrr  procssdings
supparcing, the BLO,

The Tsalatien of the LSA on the

Issue was - once apgzin onderiined
by the overwhelming suppore yecal

Cyprus: hope

fig Imporcance of 1he Cyprus

presidantial”  elecilan “result
Wes aoc 5o moch o whem the
wotos chote, by such & parrow
marghi, but-in,what chey rejecied.
i whz dirst Tesind “the electorate
uraxpastedlyoliminaced Mr. Bpy res
Eyprianoy, Prasidenc for-the pasc
desad. lno the second ) roond
botwoen the cwo cindidates who
had done becc in the first, jE afzo
dizzosad of Mr. Glafkes Clerldes,
the ‘wetcran procagonise of the
right ‘wing, desplta his  lead in
teund mae, and alecred Mr Gearpe
Wardilisu, and  Independenu oF
minjmzt pollical experignaes. bac
hed by the Lefi.  Slice  thg
eventual welnnar  came second [y
the first ballot, che rezult of the
ean-off - can Chardly Be seen as
A dedfsive personal tramph far o
relatively yrknown quancicy.

The putcome cin anly masn thac
the Gregh Cypriot majority I rha
divlded Island lias begun 1o feel

wed . By A rosnlusion eabled b
Indla snd 54 other councries whick

wig  adopoed: by the General
Fssombly  too daplore the L5,
BLElom. '

A tocal of 148 natlong - wired

for the resolution and only the
UISA mnd Jsrael wers againsc e
The fGenoral “Assembly  decidad
I£ b= toa-lavg o shift che venue for
the fpechil dissrmamone sesslon.

Boforn the Azserbly. voted an
Ehe resolucion, Sirababwe, che
eurrent ghalrman-of che pan-allgned
mavgmune gald ghd fooge was ane
of complianoe wich - Incesnacional
faw,

The LISA - wss taking 8 “retros
rade - step' " xha - Zimbabwean

mbassador, Mr., [5G, Mudens
EE told the Azsembly on  behaif
al' the movcment.

Tha USA said Jr waz preid ta
ba host to the U, M, and-assured
che “world body thar no further
steps b0 close the mizsion  wold

ol [ W

and division

tha draught oreated by a world
ready to mave on from 3 palitical
pattorn which secmed, until-; few
weeks Aazo o have been imt I
¢oncrate by ‘tho agventz of 1974,
|- that vyear che Greek eslonels
ttaged & coup which ursearad Arch-
bishop Makaries a5 President of
the mneira [gland, This precipita-
ted: the Investon of the narth
by the Turkish ‘Brmy, which has
been thero in rumbers ever singe;
ayd - in 1983 tha T foundation of
the ' Republle el Morthern Cyvprus’
presided pyer by MrCRauf B anks
tash, This' minlstace hat  proved
to be an egonomic disarter god
bus  falled to gain diplomatic
resggnitlon  from  any  councry
excrpr  Turkey.

But charg have heen sjens of
& softening  towards the brosk.
aiway: skaic by EAME  Whégtory
hations lrpaclenc with A probliem
which  Fes -edvarse dimpliczcions
for= Mato and the EC. Mors
recently  Greece  and - Turkey,

Digitized:by- Noolaham Foundation.
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be token orall ths New. Yerk
exurt ' had  faken - decjsion aon
the wull filed by cho Reapan Ad

mninstration,

The FLO:Obsaricr pie 2. L.
Telzl pmid - chat PLO had received
symimeons- foom: “thg MNew Yark
coure giving it 30 days o [eave,
The. PLO “wopld nar disrepard
The eemmans bt wauld w2l the
Court chac it was 3 dizpute: bot-
waen the USA gnd the U, M,
which esuld be soitled anly undar

the agreement they had - signed
i 1747, he 5aid,
Reealling thac the WSA had

asked the colirt nor te allow the
FLOY to’ maintain Telepheae or
utilley services, B¢ Terzl told
the Assembly, "OFf course, wa
will use plgeons or srmoke signals."

which: rame rclase 1o war over
Cyprus, begsn a4 hew dizlogus
ot a meeting between their prime
mikn(sters.  Me Eypriznou  mean-
while  had beeame trapped In'm
tima—warp fbelled 1974, He wis
unsbile ta iccept that domsnding
Tarkish withdrawal a5 n Rrecom
dicton  fer & - tettlement  had,
after 13 years, lost the relevance
It” had i1 the immediate afters
math. of invasion., Tha Tuarka
proved Immovable, and MrKypria-
Pou's. repection ‘last - year of UM
propofals fef a fedoratad stace,
which bhad come cloye o8 supcess,
onply made, an - aproament even
less likely,

The outgalrg President appears
to  have  been ‘ponitshed far his
lack ol pew ideas while Mr
Cleridet, a ¥ewgran of pat nters
commubal  ealks, sdems te Rive
baen rememberead for their failyra
racher  than for ik préntise to
scarc new apcs  The  milllenairg

{Contipwed o poge 24Y
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| MAKING OF a DOCOMENTARY |
The plight of people in the
Eastern Province

Film-maker speals

{ “ony - Ehdmagle Sendaronoyoks.
Thesere end film are my chosen forms of expressiom.

I - trying. thropgh the medlim. of  filmr g5 Jbripg fo
peiple o - conscisnsnes al the rerrible wor that has  besn rog-
fogofn var cauptry opd. of the. momsious - Jphomanity  and . the
tiffesing= that accompanled ft How #6d tha war affsct the dives
of ordipary people T —— this [5 what | -am frying - to- deplcr throogh
e peafitiss that ! have boen abfes oo copéurd oo Ctha sofocn.
Fou' thiz porpese wechoke thass partz of tko courtry  where the
i-':ll‘.wsa‘falr_ght—tﬁu Marth opd Egst —the Tarrrtary where thess
rarsh ofd brgal evorts Gk oce, Lerd ) we  decidod $oo go
thers ‘o discover tho. focs.

fo Beont enly; hamos, Jonds ond - property that are  destrags
ed Bp-war ot T ales men’s minds that ore rovoped by R I
[¥ mat only Ehd bedles ‘of peshfs thet”ore destrsyed” hue also the
faman splelt, Fhajovrney on which we hove comg o explors
this. humon  costgf the wor fay been an aedibrs  sne. Tadey
wio fave  reagched  the: derfticalod - distrlct;

Today 15 -tha 290 ‘of Movamber, %87, Erom naw o0 we
shall B engoped In @ foui of the GEIrct too Sheka AdF recerd

of bhe facts.

Wa hod intended sn completing sy feport of the  Bottics-
fva district o begin our abservilion: [n the Trincomales oistrict,
vehedt suddenfy. 2lis parde that beeq regtored P5 het- dlstrict was

urexpectedly shttered: b dreadful -evantes  Since erterlig - the

Frincomieled, . diserict  of thot” fime was fraophl  with Tisks,  wa
changed sur course for Kotemangi, " Here we  bad cig foce the
hosoliity af  £ertain . militdnE - youths, Havldp trivelled  throwgh
amifenthirdl,  Amiparl dnd  Apdotfalees, der foamn sl out-on e
ber Bth for foffeg.  Eoriy- thol meralag ot onfy tha Morth but
dHze “the gorts of tha Eastorn provloce thot we had  visitéd were
engulfzd by “dinlepce. With Hie eseafoon of thix  vwinlencs. we
were able “fy pregress anfy o3 far oz Kilimochehl. The woaie - of
destriction Tod Brpow. redched . Vivuatpeo | Weo pave  dp v
Slateptian of travelllag fo - Jeffoa - ond tarned - Back fosards Aeieds
dhapuer, At Mankulom Wa wera confrapted by arsied Tamil
mifitants, Like flk-fored . ones growefid for the preservorfon  aof
their lves, por tedny wareable o regch Anurddtopuea.

We recorded on the wop the  sipadences sf refagees  who
werg  streeming frarr: the Trincomolfes lrcice, Teaving theis Fdmes
@nd— dehds [ reréor of wiclence, and o ger Ea - Kamtalmi,

We campleted the film withoot. being abfc to include 1o 2t

Ehe experieaces af feaplein the Morthern Frevidce, and ohis wos

due ta the chagtlc “situelfan in the govinee.  We are  ungertain
A behesther somie  of ‘the commanites whoe  bove beon she sibjece
of oup record opra st Jving dn those orfgs, - The deoth. of dhe
G A, Briticales wiin spoke Boo por ocantery steagthons that senas
cufnceriinty.
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st Bhiklowni
“What cenld ba done?

dnd  Bhjlikuni

My o son-in-lew  acd grandson
werns shiot, - They died,

Oid man 'irtfugaej

The Tigers Eilled three prople,
They gpened fire and the ehildren
diga. Thiz was ae Morawewa,
Far “Faar of the Tigers wé ran
away " The - next day we berely
aaved  our jves,

Mank

Being & rafuges i & wratched
condition for anybody - Siahala,
Tamil or Muslim. 17 you ga'jncs a
refupea camp you. will understand
this clearly, A human bejng has
certain esienclal human righss bat
Ina refuges eamp he foser afl
thete, They [aze their culturs,
they lose ewerything they have.
T!\e_ behayiour s of rz{ugccs, theg
charaetor ol dheie [if2 in the
grvironment - A which they  have
k- '|iw:| eRACES jEE  prtlusness fo
tomi extent on thoie oyegide the
camp, A | see e, refugzes |[ve
s i;h‘;}' hzve. ta,: net in = Wy
that Is regarded a5 civilisad; they
can’t |v¥e or dress oF move sbout
I the way shat ocher peaple de,
They  havz to live dn a3 limlicd
space, under restriceed condltlons,
buddled topether, . Their state of
mind changzes In s terplble ey
~=nat  only -thet of adelcs bug
slaa of children — I - degenarates
in @ shocking way. On seslng
this transfarmarion in cha moral
gandlckon of refupess, che condi-
tlen of the people oucside also
changos: | regard this 25 & traglc
phenomensn. Mo hurmer  Being
should  bucome g refuges. ' Bt
today’ n Sl Lanks, many peonle
— Sinhalesd, Tamiis and - Muoslime
— have bacome refupses.



Monk :
In 1982 there were troubles in

this area — mainly Muslim-Tamil
The Sinhalese here ara

conflicts,
mestly traders — there are also
drivers and technicians. Although
there were conflicts between

Tamils and Muslims, the Sinhalese

did not get involved. In (986
August when there was violence,
Tam!! people came to the temple
for protection and we sheltered
them. If Muslims and come, we
would have done the same for
them, but they didn’t come. The
~Sinhalese didn’t take sides, there-
fore we didn't have any trouble
from either Tamils or Muslims.
At present there are only 17
Sinhalese families here. | den't
believe we will suffer any harras-
sment, because even in time of
riots and right up to today frieandly
relationshlps continue. There were
some letcers being circulated,
_asking Sinhala and Muslim people
to get out. When we inquired,
the Tamil groups said they had

nothing to do with it, that some

anonymous people must have done
it to disturb the existing good

relations, and they asked us not

to go. :
Eastern University Student

We can hear the sound of gun-
fire from the University hostel
and even from the University.
To study you need a peaceful

atmosphere. Students can be called

the backbone of the country.
There are eight universities in
the country, but unfortunately the
students in the Eastern University
don’t get the support of students
in Peradeniya and Colombo — |
have to say this with regret,

CMC Bandara _. : :
Let us look at this questjon

from the standpoint of community .

development. The alm of  com-
munity development is to get
poor people together to co—operate

on the basis of their own resources

for economic and social develop-
ment. But there is a big problem
when there is a complicated and
insecure situation. Our experience
in- Anuradhapura is that when we
go to places further to the north,
‘there is ne favourable situation
for getring together with people
and discussing their social and

12

_separate.

 Mother

economic problems because of the
state of insecurity which they feel,
All we have to talk to them
about is how to protect their
IEVESi_

Monk

~ My experience in this area Is
that there was a struggle which

“can be called a struggle of oppres-

sed people to protect their heri-
tage, But we have to accept the
fact that as a result, another
group of oppressed people became
victims of inhuman oppression of
various kinds. In this situation
the fact that the State institutions
did not protect the Sinhalese who
were a minerity In this district
led to villages and temples being
destroyed. .

Maother

Az a result of the events in
January we came to this temple.
My husband was dead, We had
nowhere to live. The education
of the children was interrupted,
Now my four children are In four
different places, :

Girl
| lived first in Batticaloa, in
the Sinhala village of layanthipura,

Then the Tiger troubles began.
About the same time my father

died. Mother found it difficult

to lock afrer us, so. we had to
Only one of us children
is in Batticaloa. Mother is in 2
temple there, Because | have to
study | came here, to the home

of one of my mother’s friends,

What | hope to do s to study
and do job. :

Monk :-

After these refugees left their

villages and homes and came to

the ' camp, we have to say that
“they became homeless a second

time, VWhen their children went
to school the other children began

to discriminate against them because

they were refugees, i

. They said they couldn't take

‘my child into the school here. So

I entered him inte the school at
Senapura. But  he doesn't go

‘more often than once a month.
That is because the other children
beat him. They call him a refugee
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- Indignant man

from the refugees, exhibit

and hit him on the way bacl
from school. Even when he goes
to bathe the stme thing happens.

- Monk

Though we have tried to help
the refugees by setting up welfare
societies and dhamma  schools,
their primary needs have not been
met. They have lost their villages
and lands, some have lost children,
others parents. | know one refugee
mother who had given birth to
her baby in the jungle. When
we set up assoclations, preach
dhamma, organise religious activi-
ties for people who are in such
a2 wretched condition, it Is ques-
tlonable how far their basic needs

are met. :

We were delivered to the
refugee camp on luly. 23rd, 1983
by the army. This was the first
refugee camp to be started, and

it was opened on that day. Up -~
to today we have no home.

We
don’t talk because of our pain

of mind. The Government tells

us, 'Go back to where you
were'. If we don't do so, we.
won't get rations, we won't

get coupons, we won't get any-
thing, so because we have to exist,
we go back, Then in a week or
so, the Tigers hit us again, Of

“the six people in the family who

are left, only one or two will
survive, or all six will die. That’s
what will happen. They sit in

. their chairs, but innocent people
‘die. They glve us food, keep us

In refugee camps, children get
corrupted, become  uncivilised,
every kind of vice ‘exists in the
camps. There aren't just 150 peo-
ple, there are thousands here,
There are no tollets, no place
to cook, no place to bathe. How
can people live like animals?

Monk.
If there are refugees, there is

‘also a group of people who are
 happy that they should tentinue

to be in that situation, Why!
So that they themselves can p‘-rq}fz.t--
the
sufferings of the refugees to the
world and fill their own pockets.
There are such people in this
society at various levels, ‘they
receive publicity and help from




evarybody, and mamtsn thelr
lumarigny §ife by Cthjs tmeans, 1t
ls  wery. important oo sxy o fhis.
Bocause  af them we “can’es have
poace, jt 45 these pesple who
pass ay herdes.  They acl on the
fooring thot war jrnecessary, chey
jneica: the  people” wa war, they
pulsieso tho “mizcrable  condiclon
of refuecus Ehroagh the medis
they rouse ghe feclings  of the
poople: Buk thay doa't eorc that
gz o reculo cmany “thousands  ef
poople . mare boooms refugees,
thap -~ they will be ‘hrooghit 1o
destrdctlon, losa thelr limbe, lods
their  lives: Those peaple dve
coneerhed  only with thelr selb
|ntErset,

Indignant men

To whorr 2an we talk* Thers
t= nebody to 1alk co. I a gontle-
man. lilke  you o cemes, you wiil
wrice  samething . in ke -newss
papgrs. - Somebody whoo goes it
weill feel sotry — that's sll.

Monk -

The people whe cames o the
Senapurn - camp e che: Borth
and “Epst were mastly veung men
and womed; Ino partiealar;  ghe
YOUNE wWomeh Were in- & majoricy,
At the time ehe camp was starced,
gome paeple in the area around
tepan to heent thit phees Inocha
hope of satlsfying some naeds of
their owm They cime to- thase
peopla who bad last their hones
and | oproporty,  wheo oama hare
only wlﬁﬁ the clothes Lhat wers
an thair backs, and cried toouse
them for their own acisfactlon:

Tan

They came here in che night.
The: genpclemen gt $0mg wwomen
doswr when they want to. che
watchars too when thoy want ‘to
that e what happens;  PMonpwhile
thoy givg s & littlz of the foad
and matcrTalE end sell the rest

Monk

D inking nereated ji chis eamp,
Peopla of the ares spoke aboot
ghis in warieus ways, Some sald
char che refogess had |jved §n
chejr own vibages o, an . {Hbred
mannar, and that they wera Erying
‘ra maintain that wear - of life hera,
Ther sald ‘Let's drive tham guc’,

and bepan ko act agalase the refa-
fres, Oherz rbled be uze the shiy-
echon toimalke monel by seliing fia-

ers Plaanwhile 1o muse besaid;:

even reprachilly ehar samte Fallioems
found roligf from cheir emations!
distress In drinking. $o much hag
Eh=ir lives been didorignted.

Fan

Alrhorgh we fame ta Barascls
from . Aranthalava, Borapola s a
BlE. viltepe i ia clieckiy populaced,
There 11 e land for beaple wha
hawe coma frode . Srdathalsvs. eo
Chiltinere. Bit Llve weere - afrajd
g0 gd back A their aWn liomes
in Aranthalavs bedauze ol the fack
af - sectrity IF there Sz Aran=
chalava a2 ;m!il:tl giablan . .arc RN
cimp. pacple Wil Be iwlllng 1o
B3 bk ta ehele placesof habisa:
T

Women

Wi ean't 2o Beck to Arenthalave
and - Hve ghere |70 oer fears and
E'm.rl:l:hip znd grlt'F.

Womeon with chifd

Wte srould Tie coratorn home; if
woooRrs CElven secutity, Buc we
havg " o stay o the  housefat
night alene, we have bd poita
markat o che  cown alene; the
army wen't he 2ccampanying us,

Iamn

We know what happened te os,
Yoe don't want o dip, we have
depensdents  for whosa sake we
have ‘to  [lve. I wa who wiare
thera ur’igl,na”}' don't go bk,
robedy will, Wil you gentlemen
%:? if you ara ready ta ga, |

I} coms coo. Bur  you wan'n
oo ko' wl swhio owllldie;

Ffank

That wis  really & eragic story.
Soomyone reqii=se 3 that bofora
angching iz “den= to rohabilitate
the  refugdes: we chould unders
srand wlielr real conditlon, wnders
stand why they beocame refupess,
under what Ikind of syzoam theycan
berehabillcated, honcstly wa Tiusc
consider, all these hofore we acc.
Thar will b2 For the banofic. of
the refigess themselvos  and for
the pesple of this couniry pene.
rally,
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Mani

Wilhae- Py meer epiaug (5 this
holtowness -and fsck of  purposd.
Tharo 15 whar ules everyching In
todays warld. IF ac any timo-a
majeriiy says o that wfer 5 figcsss
sary  then -everybody Wil fny
That “war. 15 pocesiary.  Wharher
wir i pood or bad, what will
ba- fcsironsequences, what ars
the -danperous sttuations chat will
pastle; whan droadBrl mpact
w il hawg op tholr fgllow clblzons —
pansof chis  do chey | coaslder.
Wiar |5 ngcossary, choy say, they
Bless’ the war, shey bloss thase
who are plodged go. the war,
they aro - Ingiced to war and they
ery- to insizesthe whals poeple
£ waF Bor Tthey da this oot
BEcausa war It pecessery  bak
becsuso of ihicir hollowness. O
the othor slde they ik sbout
peace If 8 maloricy  talks  of
peasy - thoep - these same paopls.
talk: on the side of peage. Bye
peacs 1 oL necessary o them
either,  They talk of peaco, they
ggliate for peace;. they act fot
peace,; but they dom't wnderstznd
how peace cin ba broughs, aboyl
or how war comes aboutr. Many
prople—eha majerity—of thoso who
calk mcehiss fashion den't updar-
giand - slcher che rerrible maturo

of ‘war  or the imporgance of
pedoe. net 2 |t jmparcanr  for
them= 1o hoow, = they are oaly

caricarned with thejr prafit 3nd
their Inzcreits, and svhathar chey
apitace  for war pr for  peace,
they de for thejr persosal benalit,

Refupons

They era attacking ust

Thac 15 why ‘wia' are going!
Wa want o have edr lives!

Middle_aged lady

Aival my xan. vou went 1o
work' — you nevor cama back! Wiehat
happened o you, my son! They

‘shet  you and killed wou, no.

ganl’  Ag
yau, apd

my sont My dariing
¥oUu . Faf  they Eher
kMled wou, ne, mip sen!

WWoman

Fiy husband. was warking at Se-
renel bl YWhen we sarme badk he had
been shot by che Seeurity Forces.
I mever ger” mv hushand’s body.
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Worria_n

i didn’t ger my husband’s body.
At six or six-thirty in the eve-
‘ping they carried
tractor hils eofpse and that of
the other workers Including his
brothers they had shot — | don’t
know where they took them.

YWomen

band away and shot him dead.
They killed my husband that way!
| have three children, They killed
my husband too like that!

Women
We ran! Then we wajted
outside. Then we went to the

school and stayed rhere.  Then
they were going to start school
so they told us to get out.
After that we were given a little
money. With that money we put
together a few things like sticks
and built shelters. it was only
after the commandos left that
we came back. '

Tamil wife

My husband is seriously Injured
because he . was hit thrice by
gunfire. One shot hit the shoulder.
He can’t do any work with his
hands, He c¢an't do a job. He
still goes to the hospital. The
x'ray him. We kept him a mont
and a half in hospital. We cut
some bits of wood. After that
we got a little money. With
that money we put together
these huts. When the commandos
came we left the village. When
we came back we saw only our
*I‘and, Nothing was left of our
uts. :

Burgher woman

My name is R, Outschoorn.
When my son went
play in the Karuppan playground,
on September 2nd 1976, he was
shot dead by the Army; His
body wasn’t handed over to us.
Our whole family lived by his
labour. | have two daughters and
two sons.  We all lived on the
earnings: of my son who's now
dead. My husband has asthma
and has no livelihood,
are in great hardship.

14

away on a

3 persons came and took my hus-

- conducted agitation.

‘to prorect
- from them.

- We

out - to

~region about 60 per cent

Now we.

‘Mother's Front

| am speaking on behalf of the

Batticaloa District Mother’s Front,
Suvendradevi,
We formed this Front

I am Vellzakutti
_ in order
to cope with the repression by
the Forces which we had to
meet by day and night. There
are thousands of widows in this
Front. There are other widows
too, but we have no means of

talking to them or making contact

with them. Also there are thou-
sands of mothers who have lost
their sons. - ;

When it was Impossible for
young people to go about on
the streets our Mothers Fronat
We had de-
menstrations, - Through them we
had success in certain ways. When
the forces were going about the

streets day and night, we tried
: young people

our
On 3f 12} 1986 my
husband was arrested by the
forces at home. went afcer them
to the ‘camp and asked for his
release. They sald they could
give a reply only in three or
four days. But in the end |
learnt my husband was dead. There

are thousands of young women

in— this district like me who
have lost their husbands,
are mothers who have lost their
children. It was becauce of this

repression suffered by us from

the forces that our Mothers® Front

continues to ba active.

Some time ago when there

-was an armed conflict between

two of the militant groups we

carried out a successful agitation .

and demonstration against. it.
gained victory by these
demonstrations.

Priest

In the Batticoloa district rich

parents sent thelr sons to Europe
as refugees, =

Middle class parents sent sons

to Sinhala areas or to India. But

there is a substantial number of
poor people in this area, If we
consider the economy of the
five
by fishing or farming. A situation
arose In which farmers couldn’c
cultivate and fishermen couldn't
go out to sea, Because of this

There.

are  very

the common peoplie in this dis-
trict were very hard pressed.

Tamil fisherman

i live in the Vavunadiv area
and my name is Mailvaganam,
Several men came and shot &t us
while we were fishing. We lay
there unable to do anything The
people in the village took us to
hospital, Because | was injured
by gunfire | find it difficult to
move my arm. With one leg

~too | have the same difficulty.

The people of this village are
fishermen or live by manual labour.
In 1986 the forces established a
camp here, and chased all of us
out. After that we lived in
the refugee camp. Almost all
our fishing boats were, smashed
by the forces.

Muslim fisherman |

We are fishermen of Maratha-
mune. We are in a sjtuation of
not belng able te carry on our
livelihood properly because of the
disturbances, On the other side
we are pressed by the Tamils.
We can's send the. fish we catch
to Colombo. Since we can’t sell
most of the fish we catch we

dry them. All of us in this
village live under wvery great
difficulties. o :

: Muslim fisherman e

We are people of a fishing
village living In great difficuley,
Opportunities of making a llving
limited. - Partlcularly
because of the clashes between
Muslim and Tamil people there
was a situatlon where Tamils
couldn't go to Tamil villages,
The State didn’t give us any
help. Particularly from Fisherles
Department we didn't get any
co-operation,  Both the Tamil
people and the Muslim people are
engaged in fishing, You will see
that this Is an occupation invol-
ving much hardship and suffering.
Particularly after the clashes bets
ween Muslim and Tamils there
Is a very difficult state of affairs
in this district,

Muslim Peace Committeé

If there is to be peace, all the
arms in the possession of Tamils
should be taken over, As long
as these arme are there, it will

Bigitized by Noolaham Foundation. et ; : o :
noolatiam.org [-aavanaham.org S : S : ‘




- '- ‘#‘I -

-8 e h | TR T g T W] T e 4

be ifnp-nuihla £ BREUTE SEICE.
Yamil youthe ory o tske up atms
Q¥Er ARy  FALTEn H:,f npininn
I5 that the maln thing che Peaca
Kecping Fores  thould do 5 co
tphke over 2l the army In o chae

handz: of the Tamjl pecspls in
this arfea,
Mr. Aziz

I aur  reglon mast: of ghe

paddy  fiahds aro: in- Tamil areas,
Masr af thosa who work [ these
fields ars cur  Muslime  brothers,
They ‘have worled far & long
timd  and  egntlnue ta do. e
Becatisn of various svency chey
are IR 8 -siate whers cthiey oan'c
‘carey on  thelr wWork praperby
and efficleng by, Those whe - bhave
bean mads :::pr,-cinllly InfEcure ara
Quir  poar Musli eoltbrarara; Tha
young men have sufferad misfors
tunesz, The  Muslirn  and  Tamil
students have Béen most exposcd
fo thexe erescupes:  They go-to
senacl §ogreac fear,

Muslim girl stpdent

Thase of us wha cravel to
schosl ooer loag: distances “can't
come  |A Eima owlhen thare -ard
such  wetfons ©oas hartads, Thiags
pre " atieh thac our Cschools arg
closed e concidershlo. pariods.
Bacayze wa  haven't baan abins to
gosend sthocl svstematically  eur
education  Has - heen CdiEzrypred.
Exch in aur hames we oan Catudy,
Thers are shocks. We Jive'in o
gltuation’ In which chere 15 no
siitable armosphare or  mental
eandition  for scudys . Wa cllve din
ewttame fear and dizorieniscion.

Muilime male studont

e CAre I s csinatien whers
we cab'e come to o schogl, o Bdu-
éatlan 18 Cdisrugted by hartals
YWihen wa toemd ce school some
milcant groups send oy bzct o
by force, For those ressoni oudr
education hes becn encirely bro-
ken up. The nzke prablem 14
that our parents ere. farmers,
arid when some’ sction takes plaee
when they src going to Work in
che Flelds they retdes home,

HMuslim male student

Concerning  scigted: students,
there are no teach=r, ThE Eszop-
izl marerials and egripment ara
net there, This hat happened as

acresalt  of che srhme  conflier.
We fce the bandicap of - Being
uhable o da seidnee siperimants,

Fuslim teacher

In ' lesrming  precelezl  seissds
students have to perferm egrtajn
peperimants. e cin’t talee them
for Tinld work: We mrg I the
vary . distressing  slougclon . of havs
bz 1o Hmlc our studints to the
educarion we -emn give them Jin
cha classroom — and  that it in
Erest fasr:

Mustisy glrl student

Ve odon'cc gl oar cisentlal
ceiftbeals an, the proper tlme
Barapze  the Sraze’ has difbculcids
i sending  equipmenc and beools
i otime oweing ota i Brholo
canflhier, we' gec them belazadly.
Baciuse "o havtals: and - other
gbstactes wa can'c get o ichool
on tima. For thase raasens . our
educatlon has Been almost cotally
disarganised.

Tamil - girl students

In Azrmal otimes we B3l na
fmar awhen we -came to schaal
But aleer the avapty of tuly: 1933
there wak 3 greit change In our
atident life, Wie have faced ‘thar
siewation . ind:these changas, Wa
afE Bow  pofustobred ta ehis e

[t =in cxtromes fear that we come
ta school, PMow that has h=dome
gart of  our cpormel  #alspenee,
Since 1989 we fome to jchoal
er -po back hame ja that stace
of faar.

Friom 1983 ta 85, B we didn's
tale= pilrt In any act|vities oycxlida
the elassroom,  We didn’t cgaka
part fn- Sparts

In the past what wo rogarded
2z 7 bharsh ‘sound was only the
bursting. &f erackers,  Bus - poww
what- we hear often 3 the soend
of gonfire.  Beczusa of this wa
gre” ko areat foar. under mercal
suress. \Ya mre nokt In & menptal
condltlen o Rbmesphere favourable
for ledrning.

Wa eome ro seheal in the hope
af hearming.  Buc - because af the
edrrifying “sounds chat bresk  ous
wia are denled cha peaceful acmbs.
phere neceszary for soudy,  WWhar
ate chey daing "aucslde, whae |3
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happenlmpg ehere — 1t |3 In this
mental anxiety ehatswe havg to
learn:

When shoars are heard or ¢hera’s
& rvobnd up o aur mathors toll” us
Kot ka ge ta dthoal,

Bven welier we malke an cffort
T :I:ud}r ak |1r.'|:'r'|E, NI |1|:.1r 1;|1|:
soumds . ol faas and Cshells. Yo
st ge tedbed, CWe o arn dnom
position whers wedon purse
education aeither gt ischool nor
gt hodie,  We havejcosay aur
edlicaticn  bai: been &ntirely diz-
ripred,

Tarmul male student

We  have suflfered Ceonsiderable
o ifficultics ot che. hands of tha
forces, which can't be - dederibad.
Whon eravalling by bus stud=aes
have hnd troubles,  On 28th Janoary
P985 | wps arrested. | wWas raken
tethe palizescotion, 1 was haraz-
sed,  tormonted, boscan, kept in
the polles statlen for chree days,
I ‘was’ given. undud | punishment,
boaten  for nol cagsea.  We wecs
In r §ic mantal SLaTel Lo eGme i
pshoal and learn. From 1ime Ta time
when we ware travelling by bus,
#re warg omade  to ger dovwds and
harrassad 0 che name of carrying
duk ERarches. ;

Mun

These  httle childeen tarme to
U5 ar the time ther= werg these
problems, and -they have stayed
with us.  The ehildren have been
hare -beeauss’ they. would: have
baen expeted 1o certzin slcuzcions
when the commandos came atk
that riowe, We protect them,
Howeaver many childran coma, wa
hope to look wfter them.

HMun and child (Tamil)
Aire yaur parents ¥lng?  MNeo
Hewe did vou come hera?
My elder setor brought me.

¥WWherea are your mother and
father?

The boys shoc chem dead.

Ciie Father =g Mather  sod
everybody In. the  Tamily  wore
cakan By tha foroes

The! Woplem: Were . s=parated,
and the men were dhot,

(Continued Bn page I4)
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The Browns Group of Companies cover almost evefy aspect
of trade, industrial and agncultural development in Sri Lanka.
With the accent on Group Progress through dwersnflcatlon and

specialisation, each Member of Associate Company is equnpped =
to pProvide serwces and goods of the hlghest standard Yet the.

Group, as a whole, is based on a concept of unified servlce
which assures you of the overall ben_eﬁts_ of its c_ombmed =
SRR resources. e '

“THE BROWNS GROUP OF COMPANIES
 '__481",' Darley Road, Colombo 10. P. 0. Box 200, Tel. 5971'117 :

AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY, ENGINEER!NG TRANSPORT
TOURISM EXPORTS TRADE

Digitized by-Noolahiam:Foundation. -
- —noolaham.org | @avanaham:org hied o




Dharmasiri Bandaranayake’s

‘ECHOES OF

Jayadeva Ulyangoda

ln & siteation of war, usvally cna
party may win whila che orhee
may beploalbe lofe. O Tn & arase
of mitisary eCaiamats, . no clear
wimner - or  loter may - emeargs.
Haowayer, when A war is starcaed,
na matker whathor 14 K ended or
gontinued, thare e definisn Tayer
whe irenfcally, 15 noc s willing
pur? b owhnt Slaucswitz called
sanducting politlcs throuph Schar
mcans |6 fs tha ordingrypaople—
men and. $eamen, ¥oung and: okl
paor erid- powcrloss “= T3l cragie
Mictims to-tho ravages of war. The
war 5 oatothelr creatian, and 01
iz not Wanhted by them cithor,  Yer,
it iz they who losa thelr fathars
and mothers. zonz and daughoers,
ehlldren and  babies, . I6 s “thelr
houscs that aro destroved, cheir
hiv=lihaod that 1= shactorad, and
eheair minds, In esnscant fedr-far
Iife. that heve to bear the traman.
deus shiock af deathand deyazacicon.
And it |5 thls ¥&ry same Jnscenc
pranle Wha “are therg Lo 8ocepe
the bitimate insyly of being herded
inte the hellish exlstence of whaz
l& termed In = surgically wntenti-
menkal dlsceurse 25 refu gan campa’

AlE ehis seunds ke too abvizos
dacsn't it We sl know thar s
elwil war It net [ika 3 beauty
gontzst in o v star hotel, 'There
hatn’t  been ey war  anywhers
without  doach and dastruccion  to
civilisn Wfo and property. Forger
not, wo |lvg in Colembo, severdl
bhundred  millos away  from the
site af the ‘cerrorist was' and
tefiigec camps,  Oh' wall, wa'cap
Po to Coffés Mornings 2t Hilton
and mzke copgributieas torafugas

furdy,  Wha $wys thon that we
Are nor soncerned - with the plighc
af aur Sinhzla;, Tamil, Flushn

and Burgher brotheors and  sisters
in Trintomales, Battlcolas, Malsx
tivi, Jaffaa, Maverivs and Sendpura’

Wiell, ¥ ysung man from- Colombo
canild  make uk think  ctherwiza.
Thae: we in i cooler clmata i
the Sauth are appallingly lgneranc
of the *most fohumana 1njustices

WAR’ : Peace,

af Cwar! {peDed. e slomlos
dasthdgnty - that has heen gaing
ot beyond Malwaty Oya and Amban
faaiga of our rosplandant jslend,
This - he doss gquice effecrively
Ihl‘c-lt,-ﬂl = medler which ha cails
hig  chosen mode of  sclf-eypres-
ticn. The young man who e
distiurk our cemforcably -setclad

peac of mind 15 Dhat miasied Bandaras

heyake, ccha playwrighe and: the
fitm  meker Rz medium JE @
cosimercEry’ filod, Approximately
onc-hour “long, enticlsd Yoadha
Pratirava: (Echoes of 'War)

A5 Chls  awn nadestion at the
beglnning Cof- chie flmc cellz -us,
Dharmazir] wene to Bateicalgs in
Sapcember b Swear to rooord

‘dasuried
At of dead and  maimed bodies,

Please

the  Iden' &f - tha film and chen
directen At Csitclpg-on 1 mitla
pest right bolow tha sign board
'Battieeles® fnd - oexplaining his
puTpose ofF makinr this cinematic
sfitort, cdnag sambegs tone, he tsls
g5 that hls incention 15 1o make
oo film: that deplos the  war, tha
onormoss - dostructiva | powar  of
wrat and fow tha war [ust cruches
nat only human Ufe snd- macerial

propocty,  bucalo ohe saifitusd
bafng ol thel pesple, S The siahe
and goumd. ef  hit  narratlan o ig

Intersparsed with that ukigujreus
s¥rabol of wer — rosfing military
trucks speeding - away ‘dewn the
highway. ~ Then the

Fiilmed houtes ond Hazoars, sivd

ECHOES OF WAR: Dacunsntary, avallahle
Tamll and English. * Diracbed = by

la Sinhala;
Dharmailrl Bandara-

nayake. Preducsd by the Commlites for Bational Deve-

Fepiimant.

haw peare was settling down in
the troubled Eastorn  Province.
It waz Scprembor 1987, and (r
shouldn't have becn 3 particularly
eruel  month of the yoer.  Tha
lado-Lanks poate acoord had been
signed  only twe monchs  ago,
What else bat peato could ona

Expest amldss post-gccord euphoria

that Fwophk BE0ross  olr Dears
and  mindsT Bt for Dharmatin
and ki crew, the antiejpared

pEase was [ust mor fhere 15 record
on the yideo-tapa. |aseesd; they
wers canfromted: wich the ' realic
of i the sad aftcrmath of . a eruel
and. destrugcive war, Accordingly
Dharmnsirl recorded what he'saw
end hoard: physical and spiritual
destruncion  follen Upen  entire
communicles. of peapls, AnRd in
this shared fate of  mjsforeune
wnd  Injusties, race, religion and
casta seem to be® eetally jramat.
erlal.

The- opedlng scene  af ~ghig
depumentary shows us Dharmasiri
Bandaranayake, who hat concelyed

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noelaham.org | aavanaham.org

men and  women wasplng, prasent
us with & collage” of @ [fe arilled
By tan inhuman and  gnpusc war'’
Tha liztle-breithing space /af peaze
that came-a llccle afeer July last
year. war then shariered and the
wiar  was bacle  agsin owith Lo
charaereriscic powarof davastitjan,
Crharmazire: doesn’c deal Swich dn
af ehess svants as shch, In:l:ca:l'},.
hiz area ol forls is the pllght
of the: ardinary peocple who ﬁa:l:
bean i:milg_hl: in = terrible wesr
the rat|onzle far which I:|'|-:'.1I,r |'||5|;.
eaqnat edmprehend, © Than using
the - interviews —cechnigua,  sd
:‘.Inw'ng the faces ond vwalces of
peaple to dell Astha scorlas of
theiragani and “suffering, Dharma-
siri@mrrins blE camary torafugee
eamps, school,  Barars, cemplos
end churchas et In their eols
lectjve and moving plea forpeace
and pistics, mopand’ women, speak
thraugh ~ thelr own  hereendsos
eupericness, - Thare “ara - Tamil

familigs wha gscapad to che Jungle

to save thelr lives from che feare

I7



armed forces, There are Sinhala
families who suffered ac the hands
of Tamil militants, And a Burgher
family from Batricoaloa has lost
all the menfolk. There are lictle
children whe have lost their

parents, wives their husbands,
mothers their sons, boys and men

their limbs. There are also entire
families — Sinhala, Muslim and
Tamil — who jusc don’t haveany

means of livelihooad. Seme children
coniplain of their education being -

disrupted, Even when the schoals
are in session they hear the gun
fire, and not the voices of their

teachars, And their are that
and women .

category of  men
whom demographers in Colombo
would describe in their census
reports as ‘refugees,” Refugees
uprooted from their villages and
homes, forced to . accept the
tortuous reality of living in adrife
sans  their immediate kith and

.kin; and then persuaded by the
state to go back to where they

came from only to be the targets
again of the self-same war which
has already rendered them home-
less, Or, as one refugee mother

tells us with well-measured anger,

to be subject to ths ultimate
insult and condemnation, directed
by the ‘unaffected’, of belng
called angthya — the REFUGEE In
a social derogatory sense, In a
dramatic scene in the film —

although this film is about war,

Dharmasiri carefully avoids drama,
high or melo — an aged peasant,

‘now rendered - refuge-less, con-

fronts the film crew on the very
question of ‘returning to home.’

- ““The government want us to go

back to our villages. Yet the
Tigers are everywhere, How can
anyone go back!  Will you gentle-
men risk your life to go to
Vavuniya, Aranthalawa, Trinco-
malle etc.,?" For the peasant
from Arantalawa, the gentle film
Mmaker only symbolizes the decision
makers in Colombo who appear

te think  that what matters in
resettiing  the refugees is well-

argued administrative decisions

and reports, . Will the gentele- .
men of the latter kind ever learn
that the refugees too love, and.

fear for thelr life, or rather
whatever still remains of it} -

‘Who are these refugees anyway?
In the film, Fr. M, C. Fernando
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of Batticoaloa offers an insightful
analysis. He tallks malnly of the
refugees in the Eastern Province.
The rich and the middle class,
- according. to Fr. Fernando, have
already left the area and some
have evan left for foreign lands,
When the war came, those who
had remained there were only
the poor; the peasants, the fisher-
folk, the day-laborers and the
unemployed. Once the military
offensive started, they couldn't
earn their living anymore, They
~had  no alternative but to join
the refugee camps. And those
who had remained in the villages
fell targets to the guns of both
parties in the war, The inter-
views that Dharmasiri has conducted
in. this film substantiates Fr.
- Fernando’s point. Most of the
civilian wvictims of . this war are
very, very poor people, And
the poor, in the midst of awar
acquire just another name tag:
the refugee. Incidentally, the
situation in the Jaffna Peninsula
may be somewhac different |n
this regard. The social dialetic
of  war there has put the rich
and the poor, and the Brahmin
‘and the sudra alike, into the same
refygee camps. Both the illustrious
and .the colie there had to wait
in line to receive the equally
allotred food ration from the
“Indian  army. The steam-roller
of war produces its own ironles!

Yet, what are the conditions
~inslde the refugee camps? Some
of our journalists in Colombo

recently crossed the Beira Lake
~and told us the situation at the
Singithi  Uyana - turned - refugee
camp. Yet, we still know very
- little about the condition in the
“North and the East, except thro-
ugh some
that boarder ethnic sensationa-
lism. Dharmasiri Bandaranayake

_is different in that he does not

give Into sensaticnal reporting,
- He takes his camera to the midst
‘of - refugees
~editorial comments or paraphras-
ing allows them to speak for
themselves, “What comes up in
this account of the life jnside
- refugee camps is a deeply huma-
‘nistic selfrefiection on the part
—of the subjects of the refugee
~status, though in  the language
‘and idjom of the unsophisticated,
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- findings or ‘conclusions’.

of their

newspaper accounts

and  without any

The elderly peasants and the

- young Buddhist monks talk about

the dehumanizing force chat sur-
rounds the life in refugee camps
and che social wickedness and

chypocracy that hastens the spiri-

tual degeneration of the Inmates,

_ Although it is not an appropri=

ate parallel, one is here reminded
of Bruno Benthelheim’s insightful
account of the struggle for sur-
vival in German concentration
camps during the Second World
War,

"By depecting the frightening
aftermath of a  particularly nasty
war, Dharmasiri Bandaranayake by
ng means wants us to indulge In

an exercise of collective masochism.

The singlemost achievement of

 the entire film is its message of
. peace,

With. all  the technical
drawbacks of ' the = film — this
writer, by the way, deliberately
refrains  from  discussing  purely
technical or artistic shortcomings
of the documentary — the narrative
brilliance of Darmasirl emerges
when he lets three young Buddhist -
monks  speak thelr mind and
heart, without presenting his own
Here are

three witnesses to  all thess

disaster, misfortune and agony.,
-Being the members of the clergy,

they are conscious of their social
duties, and indeed they have
helped the refugees amidst danger

~and diffleculties. Yer, their voice
is not of the

fanaticism, 15 in the case of some
priestly bretheren in
the distant metropolis, but one
of passlonate, and reasoned plea
for peace. Among the three, Rev,
Mawathagama Gunananda of Sena-
pura presents the |mage of a
Buddhist monk who, afcer witness-

ing the sufferlng feliow humans
caught In a senseless war, has

attained a kind of spiritual °

- enlightenment. Like the monk

Mizushima In Michlyo Takeysma's

movingly anti-war novel (later
made into an inspiring flim)} HARP
OF BURUMA, Rev, Gunananda
has seen death of the shocking

‘kind, buc still has an enormous =

faith in fife, Yet, he yearns for
life  without war, He exposes
the hypocracy of those wha just
clamour for peace, but in reallcy

~promote and spread war, What

militarism and




I5 tha polnt In prosching  dem
grd . arganlsing Sl campatghs when
tha refugece arg thrown -Inka an
artmel-like = axlreanca In - oxmipsd,
geks hemiG s = viichoons cycle”!
siys Rev, Guninanda; “Thosg who
coma oo help sod rohabilitace the
refigass  are” tho very paople who,
i the firsc place,  cresced refos
gens o Bnd chose who ralk’ abour
peace are che wery pespie &ho
Bless the war.  They speak of
peace’ only for tha sake af wap.
Ard chey nevar want to.cell che
pasple of cthe horrors of war and
che need for paaca. They use the
rn&ss media and &lf other resonTess

St pEOpIpAre  WeT, ) et pRace
Tha achar v manka; | Beeva.
Mahamankadawalas Piysracans o nf
Eppawala and  Melsiripura  Ratnds

pala of Bawoéploa  tos pupress
stmilar views, chough {nexslighcly
different languaga and styla

Wehat s the  sigrificance of
thesa: thoughts, however  magnill
2ang Cthel “may" seundafunkiowy
monks wha fye ameny. poor peas

aanca . in ehe Dipp Tane, - monks
who o 8f L have any dceasz to
pulbi[Tshing houses’in Calembn or

Abg Talryiand st Tarrngton toare}

Folofer ane . chiz writer  hasgens
g beleve char their wigw: are
profaundly relevane £& o a reosisn.
raricn  of che' this-warldly Buddhs
jar Adesl ol eontemporary S
Lapka: The srthric wair in receht
yearz s Hdasd praduesd o cosp
crizis in o the Therswvada Buddhisg
eulture Tn 8¢ Laka; alchoigh
tha priestly . alice: snd cle lzrer-
way lay  preachers of Buddhise
[deadogy i eheTachiks o Rind ods
nat Agan e Mave vealized v Ta
puE chiz . Erfafe T n racler rudE
cermns; ialenee and death, §=5 [
mast foldzblagded farm, hax
ehgulied a fand whers the tos-
ehifngs of the compassianacs Byddha
e Tzinpoded to -guidE ghe ndle
widual Ay well o2 aasial o (e
Haz o contémprrary  5ri  Lankan
Buddiiiam seriausly sddreszed jezclf
e - this ereel cand . unfsrcorace
paradeut. - The - proliferation “of
Pages F'ngndus B:n:h.cl:l b]l' q.stmn'g
¥, highly puklicized peace Liimbs

to the Adem's. peak,  md  paste
gnntergnces A0 lamba astended
by’ Buddhizc dignicarias from Los
fngeles - T Mongslis does aot
fem ro conclde s wish e funds-
mental’ reg=amingilen of haw tp
effect @ selfloss ntorvencion of
Buddhism by Buddhises ja a glmg
and SSRlgLy of wrar, W poe Foss
'h-:.' suample pof thy' thras  manks
im “this filmy ona would  perbrps
canclode that avan sush @ rozll-
ratlonean. comos an iy from thosg
Buddhists who hive mothipg 1o
lese hub thelr lives, “and. those
wiher, thrsugh - shesr experieres,
have last way ‘sttachmon: to even
that Tifs.

. Flaally | anly “hope that tha
RUIEAWAHIMI  wehich - shoters - s
vicwrors eho Bifa styles - of  che

rich apdiitha famous In the Ame
rlean: Wese Coast w1l flnd  |use
ane hour of les commerginlly
baluatle #lme co ‘accomedate e
thiz reporeiof the plight of the
wretched and tha uiinewn in the
Sl kznkan East Caast. Afzer alf]
prace |5 the messagas chat sverp.
body - shoubd waceh and heae.
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V|o|ence :

Who

~ Prof. 'Mahm_d_a_, .Paluawadana_

e are pathered here at least

partly because we think
that we would be able to influence
the nation in the direction of peace
and reconciliation. When
template this, | am reminded of a
running argument | had with a very
respected elder in my young days.
This person, who was a singularly
effective communicator, was, at
this particular period in his life,
very reluctant to speak out his
mind in public, although in private
conversation he was an inspiring
discussant,
for his conduct was that there was
nothing he could say that would
really make any difference 1o
society. [ could not for a
time persuade him to the cont-
rary. Then one day [ asked him
this: *‘Let’s for a moment assume
.that all the people in the world
are just like you. Do you think
that there will be any wars in the
world then?'’ He thought for
some time and replied, *'No, |
don’t think so'.  He conceded
that if he expressed his thoughts
in public, it was possible that he
might change, to some extent, the
way that people think and in this

way do seme thing towards crea-

ting a better world.

Looking back at this incident,
which took place nearly forty
years ago, | am not at all sure
that either of us was quite right in
our assumptions. When | think of
myself and all those others who
create conspicuous strife in the
world — the politicians, the mili-
tary people and the terrorists — [f
I am scrupulously honest, | don’t

know if there is a basic difference. -

| know that in my life, | have been
- creating a lot of little forms of

strife in my own circles and alse
tremendous outbursts of impotent
anger, which i3, after all, the basis

of viclence. Could it not be that

The writer is prafessar- of Cultural

studies at the Sri Jayawardenepura
University — Text of a speech ota
Marga semingr on " Communicotion
strategy far Peace and Reconcilia-
“tion® :

20

I con-

- degree. |

The reason he gave

fong

- are at

the difference between me and the

terrorist was at least partly that |
had no easy access to a gun or
some such lethal weapon, and also
that | lacked the guts to go fora
gun. Perhaps a mere matter of
will =zgree that by
nature | would be prone to recoil
in horror at the sight of the results
of my own violence. But [ am not

sure that 1 could not get used to
And also, having tried out

that.
various litcle forms of violence, it
may be that eventually | became
convinced that there are more

effective ways of achieving one's

purposes.  But  this doesn’t
mean that | am non-violent,
| have shed the propens:ty to

viotence

So, in all honesty, 1 canno-t_ say
that | don't centribute to vielence
in society. Beeause |am prone to

be less spectacular in the expres-

sion of my own forms of viclence,
and in that sense perhaps more
petty as a perpetrator of viclence
— because of that
that | am able to create peace in
the world. | fear that if all the
world were to become like myself,
which of course is utterly impos-

sible, that would at best makea

world that may kill less, but that

stilt has all the seeds of violence,

ambitlon and. hypocrlsy

What | am trying to say Is thar.
those of us who assume that we
least somewhat different
from - the others — the others
being the politiclans, the terrorists
and most of all the '‘ordinary'’
people — we who think that we
‘have a message to communicate to
these others, we have to seriously
ask ourselves what that mmessage
is, What is the message that we
are going to communicate! It can-
not surely be a few slogans, tha
kinds of things that some people
print at the top of thelr letter-
heads? Like for example na hi

- verena verani or “‘Love thy neigh-

bour as thyself?”” Peace is not
these words. It is not the verbal
picture, the blue-print or. the

~ ‘agenda that wellmeaning intellec-
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that
of some mysterious,

_plate this question, i
| cannot say

~we can do nothing,

is guiltless?

_tua!s can perhaps so neatly del!-

neate.

Of course we have moments of
love and peace in our lHves, but
that is something that comes and
goes, not some thing that we can

summon at will. It is not our
character, so to say, _
So, | am seriously questioning

the assumption that we have a
message, that we are ourselves
enguifed in the general disorder
and violence and hypocrisy and
that we are all the time mutually
reinforcing these things in our
day to day relationships. = The
human crisis ‘is ot the product
unspecified
people other than ourselves,

not saying that we
should remain doing nothing.
I am not recommending the
easy path of inaction, if Indeed
that is an easy path. | am only
saying that every time [ contem-
come - up -
yp against the hard fact that | have

1 am

the same mind as all the others,

that  ambition,  hypocrlsy and
violence sit there like a solid rock,

that because of these things my
mind is basically

“separatist’’, and
that as long as my mind is [lke
that, | am likely to keep on

- conmbutlng to the present chaos.

And the next problem is that

1 can achieve very little by strug-
_gling against this inner reality. It

doesn't need much effort. to see
that the only instrument we have
with which we may engage insuch

2 struggle is that very mind which
“has produced this horrendous inner

reality, Such a struggle would

“only be a re-grouping of the very

forces that constitute the °
tist” mind, the violent mind.
a mere self—deceptaon

‘separa-
it is

Again, | don't want to say that
Bug, in all
sincerity, | don’t see the message
that we can communicate. | can't
tell the other people, "Change
your mind’". If that Is practical

'('Contlnued on. page 24y




Amaradeva, the melodious man

Meil Lucky Christopar

i oehe fleld of arts one s poo
l:urprise'd o 4B myany Arclsis
being areacked Dy cFlrics for whias
those arcisces have croared.  But
Amaradeva i3 exeentlapal einca
heo seems te lave besirsiblesd o
relenciess eritleizn un the prousd
thashe Vs
cha  priewinces -of | cha  working
class. i maseoncepelan: escablished
05 Lankan arc ericicism . That
has perierated d byood of inasc-
giately haked’ o called macaria-
Hstig yorng. wrleics, - 1 owill lacier
show the infrances sare Anars-
deva hag- asgchetizally sucesaded
In ersaLing  reve:herapc melodics,
Cmogizal  painzings - of opprassiva
veality . srd . mEnNES CRErsEEent
strueeie of hife, 5o, to besin wich,

P migge cay chat Amaradeyy romeins

unvsnguished  but not unchal-
[enged, for an - indispriable facg
ralating Lo arr i shat! s geeat
grtist lsabwavs sell oriclcal chailen-
pei himeell CInshort Smaradeva’ s
atipeked o whae hw has nog
crested and not oreating owwhat
che epliles weanc: him ' 10 crentdg.
Wrar he  has created  ramalns
ehallanging the zame oritics.

Slnen Amzradeva |z cur Milsician
af  hifizrnation wha  unexpeeced]y
SpTaE ks el arnd towches the
strings of ‘oor  heartso awith  Chiz
tanal fingers giving us. vibratory
sort - of o pleatuce’and”  wgabl
falls -a sheep fora @ |lang:  pariod
urging s uvhcorsciousily to Chase
him for d:PrI'.rIng us =l - that
gestzz|® touch far 3 ;ll:ri.-:-d {thi:
we - can Bear gp ogf lease Clor
sake af lave) and crexting oppor-
tiinitios  for - the :lrl-‘l;|—5-.-:::tE'|r=r.i|:I
fanatically adventurist  eritlcs. o
slander 4t sur ASmaradeva  {This
Ao We' fannot egdore Tor sake
ol laye}. | feel unutkerably
mesetiary tn erfticlse Amaradoya
Etinﬁ a-qui',:.przd -i‘l'lu!lfn-|-=|gi|:a'|1r A nad
petthatically and of course socie-
lagieally tao keep him ever—awake.
To econfess. wpenly, | am  ill-in-
formed and o disqu:.llﬁe-:l to da
that. Buc, [ da noe hesitzte ©o
shaw my graritude ta Amaradeva
wha keeps: me spiritually spulent,
when most of much  publicized

reludetant, to SR pITES:

B e ey 1B

socalled  'wajess. af
4o winiEnee
mitlead aur

the epach!
LA Sur  ears - o
aUnEr  Tanaration
invalvieg, I the deierigiive pro-
Eoss D |:|u'r:|r“"|'|'i:'| ot palinger
sanaration al the right to-enhance
thomoslves [ theie osieal . sen-
:Itl-.ri.i}', A main Fematiors  af up
culturyl seene i thae coffents of
of established  popllar-imediccriiy
incarks lesds- ehein to ihe aFaslon
srimEtly senshovity

& volume of ‘essays §s nooded
cogssesss Amarndova’s spncrlbuilo
co Blhalesa: mnle,: Aot *Dashive
Sangoochadat To hall wirk - fhg
Kharle atbampt. foocatlit Bhashlvs
Sangeatharya’, &orefioozlan af dslhing
—conschanshags, dispulsed "85 natis-
nat fdeclopy that Fanaticatly sims
1o achteyn: mush- andso fir achke-
wed - naching bus Belng Tesmansible
fal dreating & generatisn allan
oo pond mdste: o | Ay ineapadle
of somprakending this  much uied
phrage, *'Dothiyn Sangaethaya” of
which' s&re sppar oo be  the
EeAts; wha a5 Jayadeva, | che
enlighrened commentaioe ol culros
ral Ualfajrs” “eaid’ in che Ylcland’
[9.0% 87" subicribe ta the witless
theels, that ‘a fill-fedzed  systom
unigua ead zal s
cignt g5’ kthas o of . dis, Eyraps
gnd “Japnm, cam  Be o Erantad’ oo
i a mesgros baskec of folk moto-

AleE

If 3 student who Iz In posses-
slen of a  aensifhre " ear”  finds
Slahalese frop "Deshiya) music Iz
roching Bub swhat Amiradavy bas
achievad, " have re hesliatlen oo
sey that this gtudénc’ . dosa ot
need rauch felf-criziciim and re-
eramimackon o reatise: chac he i
carrecs ocooa gonsiderable excent.
Parhape, - AF The existiig sicEician
ir che-field of° music  coRcinues
fop a Few mare dacadet, -the
grudanc may be peifessly  elmhe,
T b frank. |-have B=en urapsd
(o accape, perhips remporarily,
the  lece-ppatured cconcepr  that
whare Amaradevs sugeeeds there
sinhalete. musla sucoesds.  and,
swisere he fail: chers anly - alr
il faifs,
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Awaradeva Rnowves  well the
batusdaries  &F his meddim. Ha
bas  besr  well=disciphned: e

achizys the best byt mot yot the
maxivior of wWhas ha knaws, A

davated, | hfeccime  oscpdank  caf
urjwersel EUD Amaradadat had
croated, SAvE. miusital  wearlos Bl
=ianth the-pavochial  thosls  thac
wihiar- % doriniat e S sang s
the world, Wher  ha Cstngs he

does ek dngrsly Ceonvey  1he ver-
Bal eimatiant: et cransfarms then
fnza | melodip—fenerie Cemotinng
that can B2 assimilized well only
by car-mizdednesz,  He o fashions
hls cwales giwng npprapria:e unlc
arrRdmonsaic|ansza, what wa Hopra-
flabe i5. nob EhE  wordi,  fhe
pootry. bt the words chanzod
Inte tunzs jneensillad by - singing

eeehanlguasy  Too put o dn anosher
way, a2 :I'p-preti:!l!l! FraETry tha
faremast roquiresient i verbo-

cencric-mindednegss and 1o anpra

ciate . somgs the primzry ragairas
thent 45 meladizseeantric indeds
ness.  Except Wmarndeva 1 can

hardly monkisn any 'living’ wacalist
M stross cha ward iving' far |
canriot - devalas 3 fow singors Tilee
Rualeman! Devl, Meville Farpando,
and "af eouria 2 Cedrigin  Hvlng
femala singer sho showed Inoomm-
paracle galents bur now - 3ssme
to have Been' dead  arciscizally)
wha this proved we” che: foressid
fact aboat, sanzs By Rist creative
works, There are many who. pay
p=s&rhlen to the crus  fonecisn.

Arnagradada’s waorks
b7 Inotho sense chat ‘they ‘arg
anpressions of  dlssatisfaction  of
of the axisting reelitics and thoy
fatch us colasweorid Cwchore Wi
seams 4o ba over-grean,  UEcha
Kandukara Himaw Arana’ ds-a
hme cwarmpla. Herg  Amaradoya™
simseads in o reproducing”and
Imteopsfying che  srocie This cype
of romancicism may, be awmalaca
aspech of FtE - uUnder  oppreds|ve
soclo—d@conomts | eondicien  siace
hypdr-sensitive | persand - armed
with arelicie ralests But naoe with
selantific ‘undersiznd|ng. af sociacy
BFE Urped Lo Creste & dmagivhey
world where they Feel life more

ara reman-

it



consolatory and belmy. No real
connoisseur is exasperated if an
artist involves In chis type of
process, Instead, he examines why
and how an artist identifies him-
self with this type of romanticism,

Art, to my mind, is an expres- -
sion of dissatisfaction of existing
realities and ironically show the
artist's pleasure to have a better
state of existence. In that sense
every real artist,: to hell with
popular  brands like ‘realistic,

materialistic, capitalistic, socialist

etc, Involves in  an individual
battle consciously or unconsciously
against the oppressive reality,
and at once his work of art
finds connoisseurs, this battle iz
generalized and influences on collec- .
tive consciousness, First of all
we should accept the fact that -

identification with art is a kind
of spiritual Intercourse, without

losing intellectual awareness. In
the field of music in Sri Lanka,
| find none but Amaradeva wha
has created musical works to
fulfil our real artistic demands.

Amaradeva is inexpressibly uni.
que in singing love songs making
us feel the experience in our
marrow. His modulations, diato-
nic in particular, lead our souls
to dive in the ocean of emotio-
nal experience. ‘Re Duru Rara
Me’ Obey Desa Mage Navathanai,
Apara woo Akathe, Obe Desasi
Obe Desal,’ are the best examples
where Amaradeva attempts to
convey the highy intensified grief
of love and overflowing ecstasy
of love, They know ne bounds
no, epoch. ''Veenawe tata siyum
wevee'' Is a fine example for
Amaradeva's vision of music. Here
he gets the maximum advantage
of North Indian classical music to

express  his  soul. He s
not parochial-minded to be a
victim = of petty concept of
“Deshiya Sangeethaya” He s

well aware of making our music
opulant assimilating whatever pos-
sible from a great musical tradi-
tion, _ te e

**Hoiya Hooiya' s a song that
creates a piccure of human life
oppressed by the existing reali-
ties. Amaradeva gives much fashion
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stand why our

to. the voice to Intensify the

emotions and melodiously philosi-
pises a

of servitude.

uses his volce to arouse huma-

nistic concepts and make us man-

loving.  Amaradeva with his wife

- Wimala sings a song about miners,

There he highlights how the poor
people wrestle with life and are
vigilant to death In unutterable
darkness. He ‘identifies himself
with the oppressed and wishes
them the success, 1 cannot under-
critics - of “the
epoch’ do not see how artisti-
cally Amaradeva does this.

~ Appreciation of Amaradeva de-
mands mention of Mahagama Se<ara,
Most of Amaradeva’s good songs

were written by Sekera, They
are  inter-dependant - artistic.
personalities.  Amaradeva never

became mere reciter of Sekera's
compositions but, has been men-
tioned above, maximized their
emotive capacities using his tunes
and well-trained voice, :

- Amaradeva,s recognition as a

music director cannot be left
unmentioned. In spite of the fact
that he has not established him-
self as a film music director, he
proves himself to be a musician
who knows the function of music
in a film, As a musician for
drama he has gained much. ‘“Nala

. Damyanthi, mudu Puththu, Kara-

diya, are good Instances. His

latest contribution co Sarathchan-
dra’s play ‘Loma Hansa Nadagama'

has been left not appreciated
and . not criticlsed. - 1t is -the
best musical drama ever staged
during 1980°s, as far as it is
known to me. : '

~ Amaradeva Is a Vpcaf-i_ét,‘ musi-

ciap, . a well-known violinist. |
am often urged to listen to how
he plays “"Ananda Bahirawa Raga"

- on violin for the cassette ““Sange-
_ethanjali” produced by the S.L.B.C.

“Amaradeva's eloquence, his terse
but meaningful speeches attract
the sudiences. He has
culey- to find resources and facts
- to  substantiate his views. His
concise wrlting has something

significant  to make the reader
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_ universal human truth.
- =Kele Pipunu Malak Wage Obe
- Rusiri Diluua’* speaks of tragedy
Here Amaradeva

His

no  diffi-

think. In Ediriweera Sarﬁthch_a‘_ﬁ'-
dra felicitation volume, while

~admiring and paying homaga to
_the greatest dramatist, Amaradeva

discusses musical sensitivity of Sri

‘Lankan aesthetes: ‘‘lt is no exag-
~geration but a truth to say that

in comparision to many Asfan
and European countries that own
a great tradition of are, Sri Lankan
aesthete’s taste is low. | doubt
whether this has happened a5 a

result of understanding inaccura-:

tely the Theravada Buddhism,
This statement is one of the
examples where Amaradeva proves
himself to be not only a vocalist,
musician but a person with dis-
criminative intellect. =

Amaradeva |s brave enough to

_say what he knows and be silent

ot what s beyond his grasp.
weakness and  greatness lie

in this very fact, He does not

seem to attempt to understand
what is beyond his grasp.

Socie-
Jogically speaking he is stagnating
in his world out look, But what
is admirable in his behaviour
is that he has no pretentions
to be the “guardian singer of
the proletarian’’ though applica-
tions are mushrooming to  win
this post, o

I never hesitate to reveal some
instances where Amaradeva was
also’ a victim of the populist

‘torents. To reveal my conscience,

they exasperate me and urge me

fo resent him. Taking much
attempt to control myself. 1
remember the instances where

he changes the original lucidness
of his songs to cater the demands
of elther “‘cassettes Mudalali’® or
pop-maniac, ill-trained listeners,

Amaradeva ‘is a musician of

“meditation. His consistent contri-

bution- is now a must since we
are aheading an abyss of spiritual
degeneration.  He Is not a singer

~of yesterday, today or tomorrow -

but all times, | am aure, when
this highly brutalized capitalism
1s ‘destined to meet its end signal-
ling true revolution and this so-
called ultra-leftist populist gloss
fades off, people will begin to

love his ambrosial creations while
being critical of his some time
political vacillations. :




Defining a Tradition

THak A, Guinawardhani

Arﬁ we v the  process o oof
: creating. a coslicion in ‘crens
tive and cHirlesl Writing In Epglish
i ehis “eotbryd 0 sowhat | are
the elesmiencs of sech brzddian,
ar what sere of Wwork conscitucd
fe;7 or. what - body of writing may
be safely  jreluded b B2y our
tkper]en;t simllar: o that. o af
Abnerican, Aostralian and YWase
Indian writers hnd -4t ~wa  differ
fram thedn,  |n what cssenclal
FESDREES Oid i unlqua!‘

Some Favs boon inspeeting from
high mesdemic pedestals for  pra-
minences in tho literary [andeenps,
and making wssortions. that, - at
fnzt, somothing lfko & pareern 13
emerging. Thizcvarviow, Eowever,
haz in no cazo. in my . epinicn,
bogn therouph enpogh, or- what
has boon sttenipoed it net goloe
what [ have In mind. For instance
Yasming  Goonueracne’s Enplish
Literatura’ §5 one such sustained
atbompt, which [ feel, has fali=n
far shork of defining our literary
traditlap, B 15 @ learaey history,
and very strictly $o, and ombrac
‘ent a oenslderation af - mataflal
chac ' [odge col be Jerelovant 1o
Aur disedssion, “Har [meluslon of
fargs de Alwls (badause ves-
ming’s oripinal paper wWas abog
him. and heving had  secess © to
Afhls gapers — being 4 elose el
wtive} and & number of! poogs,
and cm novelisc whe - wers Sull
Britlsh secclers hafe  and’ & dls-
cusilon of thelr writing. though
pecepbable as history, €annot; b
consfdarad in s diseuss)an of this
neture. The #tems  meatloned n
Gooferatng’s. guryey - ske  rather
like por plants of  very  joferlor

reed, and ntver: transferred to
the mative eoll. They withercd
and digd In thelr owh poss, and
lefe - nejthar~ flower nor  sced:
They had ‘becn kepro indedars awair
from the croplcal sum and polhucing
pative dust, and” had Béen mzin-
wafhed by tha  rather  eselesjva
Bricish community by Calomba,
while  those plants  wern still
feably allve,

cand James Sonhnewardenn:

and ehe hn-i:[i;

dlscerning

Samerhing: dlower “to whas |
have in miled cemerges inoghe
FEEehLly ﬁuhﬁﬂmd collaction . af
of past ey by OLC R_A Goonecilaka.
Enaugh that may ceniribuse “sormes
material likg- the [ICaraky - peris
adfeals wa have boon trying dess
perately 't kecp i gaing - buc had
Fajled, ic i not the. whils story.,
The. keeet - bave been  publizhing
rEinily criticiim, which has  per-
forfmed tie tmportant funccion of
fotlsing attentian on thaze  elec
moirs af che tradifion that ree
gulre —explicit elaboridian - and

_eypivation, evon though the ° ad.

thors of important  stodies walld

wrak haveredlscd the Tl Hisoris

eal signlfifence’ af cheir contribus
tioh' at clie tima,

The bedy of wizitleg that has
been"logcked at” ik 51 Lenks
has, §n My opibjon, boon Koo
narrasw for any Elear ‘patcors to
Do disceraned. Foes jntzance recanc
aritlcs Clooking. at  ficklon: Chira
been concentrating on, apart fram
a fewr others Punirakareh] Wilanalks
W'hie
& the mature of  their. redl
achijavemieng, snd whac da they
represent!. Fictlon In- Bri. Lanka
mustlook appalingly  Inadequace,
and ol wery poor quality,  wich
thate’ twa a8 gur mdin - Fepre-
senatives, . Poetry. doas not fare
that bodly, buk-what has been
telacend f5r Intarnstional eorsum-
ption represant only a4 fraction
of our achlevement. ;

Chir's ks womdkl-lingudl colzsra,
af: weiting * disgus-
2 striccly - confined
Pledt of us

2ad - xnnot

ta  EngHsh -alona.

are bilingjual’ (Sinhali. English ar:

Tamll-Enghsh ‘and in recepctimes
bitingunlism bas spresd eo gmbrase
aovery larga propection  of dha
Teadirg  poblic, ind
theatre audiznges.  This ‘is ah

Impercant face. and it g5 worchy

af: nace that even  the Asioeias
cion ef English Teatchers and-ihe
edlcors of VRavasily ™t have fere
to  recognise 1t Tha  Enghish
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wpplying

‘ghak

CULTURE

Departmonis of o4 campives alse
hava realisad tha futilicy, of  an
all-Eagllsh approach  and  Sinhala
writlng 15 recelylng Some scadpmie
gtienCicn ]

Ly blingual eharmcter 15 canits
ral £o-5 diEcusaton af our reds
ponsa 1o n-ur"umquz erivironmest,
foioie Jine chiY CPexpeces e o difTar
fram: &merleans, Aystraliins and
West Indians, Far us Engil.':h. 15
anly ohe: of -the [nstromenss  of
axprEstion, and. tol speak of @
teadition aof - Eogslish to. the %=
elazjan of sil'-l'liﬁi. Gr Tamll, 15 cg
tpark et a smalh
petal parscnality,

part. of “our

Henee we shouid spprosch the
sulrjeet of tradicion with an acuce
awareness of this latardependenee,

and the closa® -rolaticnship - thac
paw subsists Betwaen che  éreas
tiveand  crltical weork Gin o khe

Siohala-Enzllsh media. [This would
apsly with cqual force 1o the
Tamil-Engilsh tradision). The jncer=
etion has boart o cerenzly evident
In- recent | Sinkala fietlon and
crificlsn  that. has béen spaaming
tha eoltural divide very syccass-
fulty for sometime, The Sinhala
thestra hay Been  cransformed,
ard I thii-deparement che Eaglish
{logal)  cheatre's rfaleas an ins
novarive faeter las bgon widely
recarnized, even . thapgh | tha
Englizh - shearre fzsqlf 15 nowe
fzgging ~way behind tha §inhals
Souiiterpart,

The interactlon has Been mose
Frubeful Sweich - those whe Have had
chelr  diseriminecing  skills  drvi-
foped o the study of English
Hearazura,  and whoo Tava Besnp
those - zkills 1n rha
emamiration of - Sinhaly  writing,
and Rl dme turne has ) had A
discernible ceafeet an Sinhaly fies
clod: o dncldencal®y  the betrer
Sinkisla fierien i way o ahead  of
Iocxlly preduced English - fiecian,
The kcrlet - comgartmencallsation
wes the  reality  sometime
apa hie almett  dicappeastd, and
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a common pool of literary ability
Is emerging, working In two
langauges even though in expres-
sion some may have gained fluency
in only one. Sarthchandra may
be quoted as an example, when
with some work in Sinhala to
his credit, he published a novel
in English recently, and which
has won some critical recognition,

The tradition that | en\'r'isagei

must include the more significant
and more durable work of Sin-
hala and Tamil along with English,
or at least  a recognition of
their place in the scheme of
things. ' G

To /have said this is not have
exhausted the subject, because
of the non-uniformity of stand-
points, Evaluation of . creative
work necessarily involve political,
philosophical, and elass considera-
tions and influences, Though these
are important and real problems,
I do not propose to introduce
a discussion of those  aspects
here in tkis brief note, [ &

Cyprus, ..
(Continued from page 9)

Mr Vassiliou stood as an inde-
pendent but had the support of
 Akel (the Communist Party) and
of the Socialist for the decisive
round; he must also have won
over some of Mr Kyprianou's
centrist supporters for his plats
form of unconditiona! moves to
wards a settlement. The Presi-
dent-elect reflected the narrow-
ness of his victory by talking a
tough  public  stance towards
negotiations in his victery speech,
disappointing  Mr Denktash who
nevertheless and  commendably
offered an
Mr Vassioliou, citing Clerides too
is entitled to argue that he already
has the backing of almost the
entire eleccorate fer such talks,
There are
Ankara of a partial withdrawal
of troops, All this offers the
best hope more than ten years.
Everyone

stable Cpprus shoule put their

should put their shoulders to the

sudden wheel of progress.
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early meeting, Bug

already hints from

who has a stake in a-

-Tl'.le_.plight.' ; .'_
{Continued from page 15)
My brother-in-law and elder

- brother were both shot dead.
We have no home, :

QOur mother lives in a small hut,
© Who maintains her?

I have an elder brother of i4.
He helps her. He has started a
small trade. That's how he looks
after mother. o

A student of the Eastern
- University {Tamil)

I was a student of this Eastern
University from 1981 zill 1985,
At the ‘time | was a student
my education was to a large
extent disrupted. When | entered
the University in the 1980s there
were no problems. But owing to
the ethnic conflice my education
was seriously disturbed. What
we hear often Is the sound of guns,
Because of this we were in a

situation where we couldn’t even

return home. We were shut up
inside the University. Not only
that — even in the area around
the university we often hear

~ firing. Alsothestudentsthemselves

have had to face difficulties

owing to so-cailed Investigations,

Recently about thirty students
were taken away, Wvhile | was
2 student, the forces subjected
me toc to several interrogacions,
~and | faced them, ' -

When | went to the Karadi-
yanaru farm in connection with
a project, | was arrested and
asked a number of questions. That
caused me great mental stress.

Woman (Tafni-l)

| have two girls,
the Kandasamy temple. YVe have
nothing.
We went there and cried out and

wept.  With nothing.in our hands
we went to the refugea camp.

There people said to me, ‘What
- happened to you happened to me
also.” 1 have two nephews in the
next Village, Nothing happened
‘to them, | really don't .even
eat -fish and meat, [ stayed In
the refugee camp. Wich nothing
to do and unable to turn to
anybody | stayed there. But | was

there. o
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-right qualification.

1 wentd o achieve?

Everything was burnc.

- this strategy?

able to obrain some cooking pots

Violence: Who. . .

- (Continued from page 20} :

advice | would have started with

- myself, in the first place, and then

of course | would have had the
What | wish
to say is that as long as we remain
what we are, our efforts to create
peace are likely to be an exercise
in futility. .

| hate to think that all [ may
have done is te give the impression

of a totally stile, negative and

unproductive actitude. However,

that is certainly not my atgitude..
By all means, let us try to do

whatever we think may be effective.
But et us know our limitations.
Let us not mis-assess the stupen-

dous nature of the problem. Above

all let us try to remember that we

‘2re ourselves among the creators

of the problem,

‘Let us not forget how a lifetime
of work in the cause of peace and

reconciliation by Mahatma Gandhl
went up in the flames of communal
hate in the 6 months that followed

the independence of Indla. And i
it is a most sobering lesson toall -

peace makers to reflect on the
fate of the ideclogy that the
Mahatma so lovingly fashioned. In
its actual program of action as an

‘independent nation, has not India
consciously dismantied that ideo-

logy, piece by plece, with imperial
disdaln? Why was this so easy to

Like all religlous traditions,

Gandhi tried to fortify the see.
mingly noble element of the

fragmented mind of the human

being. He hoped in this way to
inactivate the other, darker side

of psyche. ‘le didn't work,

- So isn't there a serious flaw in
Or, can we hope ta
make it work, now that we havea

revolution in the technology of
communication? e
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

@ They who guard the freedom of speech & expression

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

@® They who guard the democratic freedorns to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens '

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK
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