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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A massive Port Expansion Project has transformed
Colombe into a modern Container Handling Port and
Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port” status
with the following additional facilities to the Industrial
and Commercial Port Users:

# Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Cement.

® Rebagging and Reprocessing facilities.

® A Streamlined Bonding Service.

Any special requirements could be arranged for on request.

Enquiries :

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Street, P. O. Box 595,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Telephone: 255589 Telex: 21805 PORTS CE
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{ and Injuring many more.

TBENDS

ISLAMIC STIRRINGS |

On Sunday moraing a bus hit

an LTTE Jand mine on the Trinco

road kiling at least 23 passengers
Almost
all the victims were Sinhalese
villagers on the way probably to the
Sunday market.. The previous day
the ‘Tigers' ombushed a bus in
Yavuniya and sprayed it with
AK-47 gunfire. Six Sinhalese sol-
diers and flve clvilians were killed,

 While the IPKF is responsible for

patrolling the North and East,
the Sri Lankan forces are —now
affording  protection to Sinhala
villages in the Trinco district, and
elsewhere in the east. But no
civilians of any community Sin-
hala, Tamil or Muslim — appear
to be totally sofe from the
marauding ‘Tigers'. However there

is a difference in the coHectrve'

cregfions.

‘No Sinhala buddh.‘sts deman-'
strated anywhere when families
of Sinhala peasants were butchered

In their homes in the Trincoma- |

lee and Vavuniya districts,
Muslims did after Musiim villages
were ottacked in the
Prownce :

About three hundred demanstra—
ters, members of the Islamic Stu-
dents organisation, shouted slogans

Eastern

but |

ontside Arab'and ot_her
embassies in Colombo, '‘to make
the Islomic world - aware of the
fate of Muslims in Sri
a spokesmaon  said.

“We are fed uﬁ: with making
representations to our Srl Lanka

guthorities; they dre dseh.-ss, :
spokesman added.
~ Among the slogd:is:_ WL SH

Lanka be another Palestine 2"

MAY DAY
FOOTBALL

Police approved, the venue, and
the route. The permit was in his
pocket, said SLFP Trade Union
feader Alavi Maulana, t  was
Campbell Park as before.

But that was not the end of it.
After the SLFP announced its May
Day program, the CP daily Aththa
reported that. Campbell Park had-
been given to the USA (United
Socialist Alliance of CP — LSSP —
NSSP.— SLMP).

But the Police told him ﬂ_wdt
as far as they were concerned

- there was no change, Mr Moulana

said.

o PUB.LISHE'R’S NOTE

Co. Ltd. conveys its grateful thanks to our subscribers,
advertisers and all those persons and organisations
that have continued to extend their moral, :
sional and material _support without wh:ch this .

publication would have foided up many years ago

On this Eccasr’on, the Lanka Guardian Pub!ishing.
profes-

We owe a very special debt of grarirude to our
prmrers Ananda Press, which has often borne the"-
 burden weﬂ beyond the call of duty '

J's.’amfc"

Lanka™

t.he_ .

university solrces.

“ The Police were riot aware, but

a decision had been made ot the
top to hand over the SLFP's tradi-

_'tional venue to the USA this year..

Then, six other political partles

. decided to join the SLFP in g joint
rally under the leadership of Mrs.

Sirimave Bandaranaike, The partles -

~were the Eksoth Lanka Jatika party | -
(ELJP), Mahajana Eksath Peramuna |
- {(MEP), Tamll Congress (TC), Sri |
Lanke  Muslim Congress (SLMC),
- Demacratic Workers Congress(DMC) |

and the Liberal Party. The SLFP
finally held its own rally.

FREE EDUCATION
While a group of academics and
concerned citizens formed an Organi-

sation for the Protection of Free |

Education, a Political daily reported
that a large number of students
eligible for university education
had not sought admission to the
universities. .

Unrest, violence and extended
closures of the universities had kept
them away, the report said quoting
Many who were
already enrolled In the universities
were now working in hotels or had
found casual employment because
no teaching was done on the cam-
puses, the report said. :

Most students, and also many
teachers, believed that the unlversi-
ties would remain closed as long
as the present Government lasted

| the newspaper sald.

The Organisation for the Protec-
tion of Free Education told a press
conference, meanwhile, that |5 per

“cent of children of school going
_‘age in this country did not go to
~ scheol now,

Of those who did go
to school only one per cent finally
umwe_rsitres

The policies of this Government
had  placed free education under

 threat a spokesmen added.

: Dlgltlzed by Nootaham Foundatlon
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POLLS POSTMORTEM

Tactical triumph for | R, poser for
SLFP, a boost for the USA

Mervyn da Silva
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Provmcml Cmmcﬂ Electmns

‘People for PC
~ elections’

Ranil chkremasmghe, Education
Minister said the eclectorate has

spoken very loudly and clearly
in faveur of having Provincial
Council elections despite intimi-
datory tactics by the VP dnd the
SLFP.

He said the voting has been
-satisfactory. = The Badulla Dis-
trict has polled 73%, Ratnapura
63, Anuradhapura
Kurunegala 62.89. and Puttalam
-60.1%. It - was only in one
district, namely Polonnaruwa,
where _intimidation was very
bad, voting was down to 31.5%.

“Therefore the outcome is first
a victory for the voters of the
country who cherish their vote.
It i3 also a victory for the UNP
which at this time were able to
win all the Provincial Councils.

It is also a victory for all the -
which believe  in the

parties
democratic process and whose

decision 1o contest has been

vindicated by the people.
““Mrs. Bandaranaike wanted

-the voters to stay at home but the

voters seem to have told her, she

can stay at home permanently.-

It also shows the majority of

people have rejected the bankrupt

policies of the SLFP which did
not disassociate itself with JVP
activities”, he added. :

“We must also remember at
this time all candidates who were
killed because they paid the
supreme sacrifices of believing in
the electoral process.. It is a
“victory for the UNP and all parties
and people who believe in the
democratic process and peace”
he added.

‘Voters defy
~ violence’

The leader of the Liberal Party,
~ Dr. Chanaka Amaratunga, said
despite the superficial impression
of the U.N.P. having won tihe

elections the reality was that 1t’s

support had steadily eroded. The

£

66.4%,

sment. fFhis  was a

election results was
despite the low poll in the sense
that the violent elements had not

- been able to disrupt the elections,
One reason for the low poll was

fear.  But this development
would give voters more confidence
and courage in the next round

- of Provincial Council elections.

There would be more voter
participations, he said

Also the fact that other oppo-
sition parties have gained reaso-
nable representation was signifi-

cant. - At least in one tier of

government there would be no
lopsided representation of oppo-
sition as in the case of Parlja-
healthy
development. _

Dr. Amaratunga also said that
the process of democracy being
restored in the country has been
strengthened.

SLMC has done well

Muslim Congress leader, Mr.
M. H. M. Ashroff. said Muslim
Congress had to commence a polls
campaign within a fortnight of be-
ing registered as a political party.

He further said <40,000 Mus-
lims have voted for the Congress.
These wvotes show that Muslims

are willing to heed the call of

the Muslim. Congress.

We have shattered the criticism
that our party is a regional
organisation that functions only
within the Eastern Province by
winning three seats outside the
Eastern Province.

The Eastern Province is the
backbone of the Muslim commu-
nity. When elections occur we

- will contest there.

: _ . o e
‘Support declining

Tamil Congreés. Leader Kumar
Ponnambalam said  they showed

~a frightening decline in the
support for or popularity of

the governnient. iy
What is significant, he said,
is that this loss of support is
shown with an all-time low
poll of between 40 te 50 percent.

: Digitizéd by Noolaham Foundation.
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"‘If the usual turnuout of_-

voters between 80 and 90 per

cent took place, the results might

have been differant,” he said.

‘Mr. Ponnambalam was of
the opinion that it was inter-

esting that some ‘. ..big guns
of  the government were pitted
against new-comers and have
been shown to have fared badly.”

Kept off on
principle

~ Mr. Anura Bandaranaike sajd
yesterday that the Provincial
Council  election results were

a clear indicator that the majo-
rity of pcoplc were agum:.t the
the UNP.

He said the SLFP boycotted
the polls on a matter of principle

and that the performance of

the parties and the voter turn

out is a clear indication that
the SLFP would have won the

election if it had contested.

Mr. Bandaranaike said that
while a large percentage of the

voters boycotted the polls, a
fair number also voted for the
USA as a protest vote against
the government.

He further said that _thé.

critical issue of the Indo-Lanka

Accord and the IPKF were not

an issue at these elections.

 “When the government goes
for a general election where
these two issues will be of
crucial importance, the UNP will

beresoundingly defeated” hesaid. .

Mr. Bandaranaike also said

that the USA’s failure to win

a single province despite voters
from other -anti government
parties voting for it as a protest
against the government is an
indicator that is not an alter-
native to the UNP.

“The SLFP challenges the
government to hold a General
election and test its real strength
in the country,” he said.

.Mr. Bandaranaike also cited
the examples of = Wellawaya,
Balangoda, Ruwanwclla Kegalle,
Anuradhapura and Minneriya

~as some examples of Govern-

mcntq poar pelformance

— Island
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President of Sei Lanka

| am glad to send this message 10 the "Lanka Guardian' for pufification
in the special issus belpg Brougit out by it to mark s TOth Anniversary.

fhe *Lanka Guardian' & ope of the few publications in S Lanks
witich commands inteffigently on cdrent events, It investigates public issues
and vantilates indapendent points of vew on matiers of controvarsy.  Tha
SJovmal has sarved a most usefu! pubficist purpose and fcongeatulata it on
eompfetion of § successful T0 yeers. This is no easy fask for a periodical
of thig  kind.

f wish the Journsl aff success i {he years before it

J R Sayewardane

,fDrEr-na i a;ﬂ C‘ﬂri .Qan!m

e Lanka Guardian, within 8 shart span of g decade hss nride a
sigeificant impression in the minds of the rsading public of Sq Lanks.
Pubirshed fortnightly under the able editorial glidance of Mr. Mearvyn de Silve,
the Lanka Guardian Hss iems of valuabls news and articles of educative
value both af & national and inteérnational Favour,

The press 183 an fmportant rola to play a5 8 medium of development,

?'.f'm- frecomes specially challenging when the country i a develdoing one,

qing !’Tmugha decolonizing phage, The Lanka Guardian, [ befieve, fias
been conscigis of this need and has committed itself to this task.

f eenvey my best Wishas o the Lanka Geardian on its 10th
Anniversary.

L T

Digitized'by Noolaham Foundation:
noolaham,org. | aavanaham.org

[ s L Ll Loy "
e — . PR S SR I B, S T R e o8 - 3 B abimied b 0



Sirima R. D. Bandaranaike
(Former Prime thster SLEP Pres.'dent)

Ten years of the Lanka Guardtan ista

tremendous achievement; because to survwe -

successfully for so long, and to show signs

of vibrant wtahty for the future, asa Journal
published here in English, and reaching in
effect an elitist readership which seeks mainly
a different focus of light and attentlon on .

‘matters of current interest,
difficult effort,
matter and valued presentat:on

One would still remenber the humble

statement
~first ed:t:on of the Guardtan set off on its

~simple mission to offer a different, yet
worthwhile, approach to the facts we see

around us; and | think the secret of its
success is the very simplicity of this outlook

and the wide culture with which large areas

of significance were covered in a balanced
journalistic appraisal of both local and foreign
material.
that arose from all the circumstances of
conflict and change in a world getting more
integrated each day in transport and com-
munications. Flavour, however,  is not the
mere facts; but also art, the judgement

that is exercised in the acceptance of facts

and their evaluation. All credit fo the
Guardian, therefore, for the manner, in which,

it has tried to face up to the world as it

unfolds before us every day.

‘So, well done, Guardian, over the first
ten years; and may you thrive and prosper
: hrough all the travails of Journalism of
the present era, into the broad sunlit spaces
of a new age of Justice and Order, where

the immutable principles of representative

democracy’ _that are mentioned in our Con-
~ stitution  will never be maimed or mangled
by executwe siege or violence in :nterpre-
tation,
of competence and a shmmg lzght

6

of objectives with which the
__wrshes to the Guardlan on 1ts 10th anniver-

| __'sa ry

Perhaps there was an added flavour .

You will then be ever more a norm

~ Gamini Dissanayake
- {Minister of Lands, Lands Deve.-’opmenr ;
~and Meheweh Deve!opmenr)

The Lanka Guard:an was Iaunched around ;

__the same time as the mceptlon of the
_Jayewardene era, in 1977. The major deve-
~ lopment policies of the United Natlonal_'
.Party government, and the liberalisation of
s Slngu[arly - the economy, have had the cntlcal acclaim
in both choice of sublect—' =

of the Guardian, Whlch has met the need

for a-__'_s:eti_o_us Engllsh journal in Srt Lanka.

t have pleeeute 'in sehding ‘my best

Lalith Athulathmudali

(Minister of National Security and-

Depury Minister of Defence}

' The completion of ten-_;\tea'rs* of publica-
tion by The Lanka Guardian is, indeed, a
significant occasion. The decade that has

passed has seen a great deal of progress

and change in Sri Lanka. An unprecedented
rise in the growth rate took place during
the first half of this decade as a result of
new_._econem]c _p_ol:cnes adopted in 1977.

The inculcation and dissemination of

_intelligent and objective points of view on

matters of pubhc interest' are of' special

' value durlng a period of cn81s such as the
~ present in Sri Lanka.
_has contrlbuted much within thls context

_ ‘and l ‘take this opportunlty to congratulate
~ them.

The Lanka Guardlan

I have no doubt that their contri-
bution will continue 10 be invaluable in
the years to come.

‘Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




5. Thaondaman

{[Mirizrns af Rurel {ndvetrisl Developront

In_this country very few periodicals like
the ‘Lanka Guardian  hawve been able to
celebrate & 10th anmveEisary.

: | take this opporynity fo congraiulsts
Mr. Mervwn do Silva, Editor of Lanka Guar-
dizn, for suecassfully completing ton years
of “publication.,

Lanka Guardian hag played a vory impar-
tant role 1o the political |ife of this country
snd | wish the journal all success in tha
GOMAng yoars.

Aniura Bandaranaijks
fleader of fha Dhiadition )

it is not necessary for one to agroa
with everything wiritten ina journal to respect
opinions Which are intelligently snd sericusly
presented. The Lanka Guardian has dona
go far 10 'y-:aars,_v.;ithnut the resources of
8-hig commercial ‘enterprise or the support
of the Govarnment. It's Editor, Bt Mansn
De Eilva, 2 respecled and skillful journalist,
has  shaped the Lanks Guardian into a
unigue ‘magazine. Hehas been ably assisted
by a fins editorial staff and other intellec-
tudls who write regualarly to Lanka Guardian.
As a Gri Lenkan | am happy to say that
the magazine is widely known in academic
and palitical circles in those counties Ehat
taka .a keen ‘intersst in following develop-
meants  in . Sri Lanka. | wish Mr. De Silva
and  hiz staff all" success.

Pigter Kaunaman
[Ereaida, En' Eanks Comraunist Barip)

| ‘am - happy. to sepd the ““Lanka
Guardian™ my grestings and good wishes
on = 10th annivarsary,

The "Lanka Guardian™ is prescribed
raading for all who want to kéep:in touch

with ~devalopments in Sa  Lanka - in the
Bolitical, - cultural “and other fields. It
provides- a forum for many points of vew
thit sieguld  otherwize not easily find ex-
prassion, lts readers insluds  many who
oEcupy important positions in the  decision-
making processes in many Tields,

its  oditor, Menegn de Silva s 8 pra-
eminent figure of Sr Lankan journalism,
The: fact that the “Lanka Guardian" has
been abla - te weathar meny storms and
ke going despite many difficultios s dug
in- graat maasure to o hHis  dedication and
guidanea. His own contributions are always
& delight to read — irraspactive of whether
one agrees or not with what he says.

I wish him and the “Lanka Guardian™
fresh successes in the yesrs to come.

A. Aziz
SRrdEe, Demociatic -Wiesters' Congross)

On the occasion of the 10th Annivar-
gary of -the Lanka Guardian, I, en bahalf
of the Democratic Workers Congross convey
our gieetings and good wishes for comp-
istion of a vary meaningful pariod of 10
years in the cause of our Mation. During
thesa 10 years, our country has gone
through ~an epoch making pernod. Thora
have  besn positive and negative changes
and wa have Undergono a  wirtual civil
war in which thousands of jnnocent lves
have been sacrificed, The entire economic
structure has been changed. From a regu-
lated economy 10 years ago. the present
Government launched what is termed az
“Open Economy”. The rupea was devalued
drastically causing problems of cost of
living. high prices and everything that is
valated to it. Above all, from a Parliamen-
tary Form of Govarnment, tha country has
gutie - inte & - Presidential system:  The
athnie problam which had alrsady  existed
has become morg acute “and does not

appeaar. nearsr -8  solution. - Side by side
thara heave  been  development | projects,
ike the Mahaweli and gther irrigation

2
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Schemes. There have

strides in the matter of housing and
construction. - All these have had their
tmpact’ on the political, social, cultural and

educational life of the country. The birth
of Lanka Guardian was almost simultaneously
with the begining of this new era. The
Lanka Guardian during this period has put
before the Nation an objective ana[ysrs of

all these problems,. It has given the
country the view points of all different
forces and personalities with complete

“journalistic impartiality. At the same time
the Lanka Guardian has adopted a progres-

sive attitude for the betterment of the

country and in the cause of the people.
In its pursuit for analytlca[ criticism, it has
rightly styled itself. “For Oth_er News and
Another View’'. : ' '

Mr Mervyn de S[Iva the Founder Editor
of the Lanka Guardian has behind him a
brilliant career and is one of our fore-
most Journalists. The long and fruitful
experience that he has gathered as a
journalist of national and international
repute ‘has gone into the running of the
Lanka Guardian. He has used his experi-

ence in a great effort to keep the country

-on the path of democracy. He will always
be held in high esteem by all those who
love and support democracy in Sn Lanka.

On the occasion of the 10th Annwer-
sary, we wish Lanka Guardian and its
Editor Mr. Mervyn de Silva long life and
still greater achievement for serving the
cause of impartial journalism in the inter-
est of fair play, progress, justice and
‘democracy. Gt

Vasudeva Nanayakkara

{Leader of the N.LS.SF.,)

| am glad 10 eontrlbute a message on
the 10th anniversary of Lanka Guardian's
noteworthy existence. It is probably not a
- coincidence  that, Lanka
_ years _
~years of our recent history. The particular

analytical angle of L. G. had been a fresh : .

g

also  been vast

- direction. trie
well as you have done, is

hat, ‘Guardian’'s 10
has also been the most decisive

breeze in local journalism, even though
out disagreements remain. It provided a
much needed forum for the many con-
troversies that surfaced during recent times.
The information and view points published
in the L.G. finding its way into Sinhala

and Tamil media demonstrated its authonty,
and its usefulness as a source. :

The accommodation glven for the
numerous and conflicting shades of opinion
not only enhanced the prestige of the

'io‘ur‘nal-, it set a pace"in our journalism'

£ congratu!ate all those who have

carried the burden of L.G. and wish them
_happlner days in the future.

-'Chandrlka. B. Kumaranatunga

(Leader of tha S LALP.)

1t is with great pleasure that I send

. you my greetmgs and good wishes, on the_ _

occasion of your tenth annzversary

The Lanka Guardian made its appear-

ance at a time when the dignity of the
‘great art of journahsm was being seriously

eroded in our country.

You gave wide coverage to local as
well as international events. We enjoyed
the analytical debates and those thought
proveking articles you pub[ished regular[y

Honest journalism has a great tole to
play in building public consciousness,
especially in the developiog countries. It
can serve as a powerful vehicle in the
liberation of our peoples from the various

fetters which impede their march towards

freedom and development.

Your journal can boast of the_singular
distinction of striving to move in that
To have tried and survived, as .
_ n itself an
achievement in the present context of
suppression of free debate and human

'ﬁrights_ and the erosion of democracy.

~ lwish the L. G. all success in continu-
ing its valuable role in the years ahead.
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N. Sanmugathasan
(Leadsr ol ‘the Doplos Cominuenisr. Fe

Flaase accept my congratulations on
the tanth anniversary of the publication of
Wour journak.

In & country where press freadom (s
2 mockery and where the monnholy press:
whether ownoed by the Siate or by the
private gector, religiously yefuscs to publish
opinions that are contrary 1o their rght-
wing  thinkings; and conscidusly blots out
all loft origntad news and’ vigws — in those
circhmstancas, it ig & maasure of rohef
thai thare exists 8 journal, ke yours, which,
at least up to 3 point, Zccommodatos
views that eannot find expression in the
pro-establishment press. '

\ hopa you will euntinue to play your
part in . ddding S Lanka. of its three
main: evils: Indian expansionism, Sinhala
big-nation chauviism and Tamil namow
nationaliznn.

I wish vou &8l success.

G, 3. Ponnambalam
FEenemi. Seeraary, Al Coapian Tamd Congrass)

| ‘am honoured and privilegsd to have
been jmvitod to give a message 10 the
"Bumper Edition' of the “Lanks Guardiam,'”
which iz celabratmg Its 10th Anniversary on
tha: Tst of May 1988,

Ag an avid resderof the *Lanka Guardian®
from its vary inception, | have sesn itgrow
from humble heginnings to what it is taday
and the paosition it ocoupies aMOgst . the
politically . conscions  indwiduals of  our
sociaty,

“Tha Lanka Guardian®™ hag filled 3 wveid
in our socigty of the need for an Englizh
pariodical which was indepsndent and not
the voice of any particular political party.
To the bestof my knowladgea, thers was no
Englizsh periodical, before the birth of the
“Lenka Guardian®, which performed  this

functisn, and indeed there hes becn none .

since. Thae absence of any "competitae”™ e
claar proof of the fact that tha “Lanka
Guardian™. i3 perfofming its function satistac-
toily,

It spealis volumes for “"Lanka Guardian’’,
10 have come out at 8 time of spiralling cost
af printing and to hawve valiantly stuck it
out all thase years against various odds and
for not letting down its readers.

One has also to congrstulate "Lanka
Guardian”' for steering an even keel in a
political atmosphere which is overbearing
and dangerous.

By way of constructive suggestion, if it
15 not out of arder in & "Message™ of this
sort, | thought it might be a welcome feature
1o have reslly in—-depth articlas on matters
of topical or immediate intarest which, in
turn, might give an opportunity to new facss
te grace the pages of the ''Lanka Guardian'.
“Lanka Guardian” would do well to help
guard the rights of various interest groups
in this Island, ba they political, social. &
cultural, and to high light the izsues involvad
at 8 time of chigis, 1t would also not be a
bad idea 1o hava mofe matetial an the
engine room  happenings and the political
intrigugs and manouvers that go on in this
country incordar o undesstand more intelli-
gibly what yltimately surfaces. In this VURY
the secret machinations of the King makers
will also be under the spotlights. Thea “"Larka
Guardian' is eminently equipped for these.

Ad multos annos, “Lanka Guardian P
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M. H. M. Ashraff
(Leader, Sn Lanka Mushm Cangress)

i On behalf of the Sri

hearty congratulations and good wishes to

the Lanka Guardian on its celebiations of

its 10th_An.niversar'y-on May 1, 1388,

The Lanka Guardian has won the pralse

and confidence of both oursolves and the

public at large as a media source expressing
its views with frankness, candour and impar-

tiality. We are confident that in the future

years and also in the tumultuous times that
the country is experienr.:‘ing today, the Lanka

Guardian will continue to win the confidenca.

of |ts readers

We wish you' all success for the future.

' Dr. Neolan Tlruchelvam
(T.U.LF) S

Lanka Guardian has secured a niche for
itself in the intellectual and political history
of Sri Lanka. The Guardian has provided
space for the expression of such a diverse

range of political and critical information

about developmental trends in Sri Lanka. It
is the only joufnal which is frequently read
from cover to cover in some of the major
intellectual centres throughout the. world,
by scholars who have a continuing and
abiding interest in Sri Lanka issues. It has
thereby opened a window onto Sii Lankan
political and social thought and cultural and
literary developments. It is remarkable that
it has been able to sustain the quahty and

= 'dlversny of serious and informed opinion
on every facet of the developmental process :

'and on regional deveiopments

The Guardian is also _an_lm.po_rtaht journal
of record to which one can frequently turn

~for important pollttcal statements and reports.

-' There are, a few counterparts to the Guardian

_in any other Third-World country with a

developed intellectual and political tradition.

it has not boen afratd to confront the most

0

controversial
~political issues of our times, and recognise

: Lanka Muslim
Congress and myself 1 wish you my very

a__h'ews magazine.

and disturbing moral and

that an independent journal has a responsi-
bility not only to infor__m,_but also mould the
values of a society which is bitterly divided

~and exposed to incalculable cruelty and
‘human suffering. The Guardian thus serves
. as a mirror which reflects the passions, the
~ dreams and ideals which have wrestled with

one another to shape Sri Lanka’s polity and
the consciousness of its intelligentsia. |t
enables us to examine the flaws in our
society and yet hold out the promise of a
better future towards which all the elements

—of the poltty cou!d strive,

- The Lanka_-.G_-uardian is not a journal or
1t is an institution. -

Dr. Gamini €. Wijesekera
{General Secretary, Eksath Lanka Janatha Pakshaya)

It is with a sense of deep satisfaction
that | send this message of congratulations

and good wishes to the Lanka Guard:an on
its 10th anniversary. T ;

The mere fact that the Lénka ‘Guardian

_has been able to sutvive for ten long years

in these times of turmoil and economic
hardships, is an achievement in itself. 1t has
also been abie to establish itself as one
of the most popular and widely accepted]
English periodicals in Sri Lanka. As a Journal
of critical political ‘analysis and  truthfu
overviews the Lanka Guardian has maintained
a high sense of journalistic integrity. The
Lanka Guardian has also not failed in its

| duty by our country.

Mr. Mervyn de Silva the Editor of the
Lanka Guardian needs to be specially congra-
tulated on successfully and competently

ed:tmg thls JOurnaI throughout

- WIsh"‘Mervyn and the Lanka Guardian
many more years of successful existence in

~the name of honest journahsm and democ-
racy. i
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Lakshman Jayakody, M. P

| am indeed very happy to be able to
congratulate the Lanka Guardian on its tenth,
anniversary, and toowish it continpad sucoass
in these oppressive timas it s a ralief,
some - measurns, 1o he able 1o yead -an
umintimidated publication like the Guardian.

Thase are fimes when the 50 called
national -press is hesitant and reluoctant o
print cvwan what s said in Pardiamont,-if it
i3 not i favowr of the ruling regime: that
is the fraadom of the press, oven o non
govornment. contiolled  aswspapars, in S
Lanka today. |

The Guardisn is one of the very few
unbiasad and intelligont publications available
to the reading public.  Let us Rope: that it
will Be abla to continues o for & long
time more; :

O. E. W. Gunasekera, . F.

| am glad to greot The Lanka Guardian
on the occasion of the succassful complatiah
of 10 years.

I think it has within the resources available
successfully acnomplished the task of making
a dent — howaver small — into the monopaly
the capitalist media’s hold in the shaping
of public” opinion in our country.

In tha first issue The Guardian placed
befare itselt the task of presenting the
“other nows™ and “anather opinion™. It
5 my Wish that the journal continues to
perfarm this task, because inter-action. of
diverso. points of view goncerning public
affdirs s so0 vital for the waorking of the
democrtic process in 2 plural society liks
ours,

It has bizen rightly said that public apinion

12 a pariament in papetosl scasions, The:

Guardian i3 a8 mombar of this periament.

Wea expect it to uphold tho rights of the
public-the paopla.

wigws, and

Wi. Halagm Ishak, M. P.

I am happy to be able 10 send a mossages
on the -occassion of the completion of 10
gars of Publication by the Lanka Guardian.
s ad wallknown fact  that the Lanka
Guardian ranks as one of the most prestigious
and independant publications of its kind Sin
the courtry, which sanios a faif cross-saction
of S0 Lankan and foreigt readarship.

It publishes sociological studiss of #n
anghtival nature while ajso accommodating
palitical views of all hues, This indepen-
dent journal bhas been a tradl blazer in ths
radlm of presanting articies of realism of A
political, sociological and intallectus! naturnes.
It 13- a journal with a torthright and coura-
gacus approgch, lis obpectivity has been o
the hallmark of & very existencs. Now,
the Muslim community s wery much in
the news. Our press has always paid pooja
to eome Musim  politicians and so-called
beadars but never shown any genuine inta-
rest in the community. B3 a KMuslim MP,
I feel it is my duty to record that Me
Mervyn de Silva; 5 an exception. Although
he 15 a8 Sinhalese buddhist. he has always
writien ‘about developments in the lsiamic
world with knowledge and sympathy, parti-
cularly” the cauze of the oppressed and
petsecuted Palestinian peopla.

Dinssh Gunawardans, M. P.
floadar, Mahafang Eepath Perermune )

"“Lanka Guardian” has served a vary
useful purpose in the past ten years in
bBringing views an cufrant affairs and on
special topes into focus  Although | have
not agraed on some of the views expressed
at timas, | do aprecigte the Lsnka Guardian
styla of its own in presentation of sach
their enalysis.  Presemtation
aralysis and the use of the ldnguagn has
pstablished joumalistic style of it's own.
This valuable feature is commandabla,

In a8 country starved of independent news
and views, your journal has played a rolein
prasanting views from all guarters. Thig |
thitik by itsalf is a great service 10 the public
hers and abroad, ' :

|- wish your journal every succoss o the
YOAMS 10 Come.

Digitized by Nooelaham Foundation;
noolaham.org-| advanaham.erg

= 5. BN

g

= | i o i
e . _r J— i A o



Gamani Jayasuriya

(Former Mmrster of Agrrcu!mre)

A Free Press is an integral part of a free -

society. ltis a corner-stone of democracy

~ on which rests a vast responsrbﬂity of giving
- the people news, views and comments,

without fear, favour or prejudice.

- The Lanka Guardian, founded ten years
~ago, with such tradition in mind, has
continued publication despite heavy odds, to

be accepted as a vigorous voice, benefrcral :

to the people

: Although the Press had its begmnlng
in Colonial Sri Lanka in 1834, it had con-
tinued to be published until the middle
of the 19th century in the English language,
by Englishmen and mainly for the English-
men. It naturally lacked nationalist aspira-
tions, independent objectives or majority
viewpoint. Fortunately with more and more
Sri Lankans venturing into newspaper
publishing it came to be fashioned by
_talented and devoted Sri Lankan journalists
of high Professional standards, into an
effective weapon for national upliftment,
cultural renaissance and the freedom
struggle.

In turbulent times such as ours, the

need for an mdependent and perceptive
Press |s aII the more appreerated

| have great pleasure in fellcrtatrng the
Lanka Guardian on the occasion of its 10th
-anniversary and | srncerely wrsh it contlnued
success. ; :

Rex de Silva
{Editor, Sun)

My congratulations to the Lanka Guardian

on the tenth anniversary of its birth.

What a fortuitous name for a concerned
It conjures up a mental picture of

Journal.

§2

a Guardran Angel wrth a Flamlng Sword-. '
ever-alert to the security and defence of

Mother Lanka. A St. Michael come down

- to watch over our beloved isle; to guard and
guide us in our difficult ascent from the_
Irmbo towards the light. : -

Ten years is a io'_ng period in the life -
~ of any Journal — especially so in the case of
an English language journal where the
readership is small and daily drmrnrshmgi
thanks to our fumbling through what we
~euphemistically refer to as Educational
- Reforms; which infact have proved to be
a retardation to our national growth vrs—a—vrs .
life and tearnlng -

The Lanka ‘Guardian is- ai.med. 'at the

thinkers amongst the country’s English-
speaking elite who yet have a say in
Lanka s destiny.

| am sure that the Lanka Guardian would

have the influence to generate a ‘doubls
think’ and revamp the pollcres for the greater

good of the masses.

| wish the Lanka Guardian more strength_ :

to its colums.

- One cannot stop by merely-congratula'ting :
the Lanka Guardian without congratulatmg
~ the 'Guardian’ of our country’s Guardian—

St. Mervyn, the erstwhile patron of many
newspapermen of Lanka. May he like the
Printer's Devils, be with us always.

Vijitha Yapa

{Editer, Sunday Times)

‘When the publication of the Lonka o
Guardian was announced, Cynics wondered
whether there is room for a fortnightly

publication in English. This tenth anniver-

. sary provides adequate testimony, that it
has proved to be a useful forum for dwer— =
gent \news
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Tha laland’
Loy, Snd . SHai

‘The  lalamd®  and svarybody sssooisted
with it wisly tooextand thair warmest congta-

tulations " {00 the  Editor and staff of the,

Larka Goardian” on: the dccasion of its
terth anmvarsary. |1 i3 pot an easy task
to maintein a perodical of gquality in tha
context of the  problems hesetting the
publishing industry in Sl Lanka tedsy and
the ‘Guardian’ doservas aur congratulatiéns
ard | weall wishes  for its  determination,
mnamw and tha high standards of ]ﬂurnall{it‘ﬂ
.t hat uphald.

A. Sivanesachelvan
[Eater—ta—Chlalt. Exprass Newsnomar FRapeny o)

It ig'n.res iIMMEnse p-I_Eﬂ'sur'E to send this
message of felicitation on this docade long
endeayour’s succesful -anniversary.

Lanka Guardian, a leng-standing need of
thiz country, was installed in the perod when
thers was a naasd for an objective political
asspsemant on regional and international
affairs.  With the able guidance of the well
knoiwn and wveteran journalist Mervyn de
Silva it has been offering well balanced
and thought provoking articles to the readers.

1t's objoctive eontribution with 2 very
stvong social conscienco haz been a farce
in maintaining journalistic ethics and profes-
sianal - atandards.

| should like to take this opportunity to
to wish Lanka Guardian & bright futura and
“SUCCES3 In the veats 1o come.

Ragpie Sirivwardens
fEalier, SOES  Jouniosd)

As a3 frequant contributor to the Lanka
Guardian throughout the last ten wyears, |
am happy to grast the jourhal on its
birthday, )

The  fiest decade of the LG has bean
g: perind when media W general m SH
Lanka  hawve hoeh o decline. Mot only
has State domination of the modia soriowslh:
restrictod the freedoms of imMformation and
sxprassion, © but many  privataly  ownad
publications hawe themsahias vicliated thesa
principlas,  eithar by Gmidity and. serality
in o osomE respacts and at somE Times
by  grass “partisanship and freesponsibility
i othars,

In thiz situation the LG has been the
principal  standard bearsr of  independent
and  objectva journalism as far az publi-
catinris in tha English lenguage are con-
germad. |f played & particulardy honoorabls
role during  the escalation of ethnic con-
flict from 1983 10 1887, In: its stand against
mcism  and war  hysteria. 1t was ona of
the few wvoices speaking up consistently
for sanity and for peaceful solutions at &
time when politicians were beating the
wardrums and the mainstream press assisted
them by cocealing from the psople the
mognitude of the pational tragedy and the
extent of the international isolation which
had overtsken Sri Laonka.

The successful completion of tan years
of existence is a major achievement for a
paricdical unsupported by big capital in
our part of the word. | hope the LG
will continue to flounsh in it second
decade so as to serve as a critical and
mtli}nm.fnme in the persisting grisis of
our socieby.

Prof. A. J. Gunawardana

Half a century ago, Bertolt Brecht wiote:

“When they start maiching

Many do not koo

That their enemy marches at the hoad,
The vaice that commands them

Is the voice of their enamy.

He who talks shout tha enemy

Is the enamy himself "™

|

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org |-aavanaham.org

N T LY TP I N 1



During its - first decade, the Lanka
Guardian has endeavoured, in its own way,

to bring us a clearer awareness of the

nature of dominance and manipulation —

the working out of the Brechtian theorem

In culture, ideology, politics and govern-
ment. In the process, the journal has

- needled us, annoyed us, teased us, delighted

~us, and made itself indispensable. We shal|
~have even greater need of the Lanka
Guardian’s clinical ministrations in the years

to come, years of non-manifest -destiny

for our land. S

Prof. Ediriwira Sarachchandra

I was delighted to hear that you will
soon be celebrating the tenth anniversary
of the publication of your journal, and |
must congratulate you on this occasion.
Through your journal it has been possible

to carry ona constant dialogue on matters

that concern all of us. | wish your journal
all success in the years to come and hope
you will be able to provide a forum for
discussion at this time of crisis.

Ajith Samaranayake
(Deputy Editor, Island)

| remember the exhilaration with which
as a young journalist just three years at
Lake House | greeted the advent of the
- "Lanka Guardian’ on-May Day 1978. That
coming out had a symbolic quality because
the 'Lanka Guardian’ stood for the ‘other’
point of view at a time when a comfort-
able orthodoxy was settling on the media

- as well as wide sections of intellectual

opinion — a process whose logical culmina-

tion we see today in the present climate
of opinion where any dissidence is treated
as being tantamount to subversion.

 The _‘Lanka' Guardian’ h',és_. maintained

that tradition and those standards amidst
- multiple odds throughout a period of
polarised ethnic loyalties and rising national
hysteria generated by the most profound

-

14

crisis of contemporary memory. Its tenth

anniversary is therefore a testimony tothe

tenacity of purpose of its editor Mervyn
~de Silva and a beacon which holds out
hope for independent journalism in the

country.

H. A. [. Goonetileke
~ (Former Chigf University Librarian)

~ “Conformity means death, only protest

gives a hope of life.”” That was Bertrand
Russell long ago and never has it been of

fruer application in Sri Lanka than today.
Time was when protest came naturally to
those who preferred to be protagonists

rather than members of a compromising

chorus. But Russell’s durable dictum has

been stood upon its head — the dissenter

is hustled into limbo, while the conformist
lives in splendid and secure isolation. Lanka
- Guardian began on the swelling tide of a

supposedly brave new world. In its first

ten years it has seen the collapse of old

ideals, the disintegration of erstwhile norms

of public morals and personal integrity, and

the emergence of a social polity dedicated

to the preservation of those in power at
any cost, it would seem. Your review has
- stood steadfast in this swirling welter of
“change and decay, striving to bear aloft

the torch of journalistic resilience, and to
deliver, through its pages, a discerning
commentary on. our collective fate. Lanka

Guardian may not provide an arena for
_ seditious thought or subversive notions, but

its virtuoso insights and sometimes irreverent
analyses revive the palsied spirit and lubricate

- the inarticulate tongue. Long may you survive

to offer a restorative tonic in the abiding
interests of truth over repose and hope
over despair! : :

b_eémonﬁ Fernando

(Secretary, Civil Rights Movement of St Lanka)

For those of us who value freedom

the tenth anniversary of the Lanka Guardian
~is an occassion f-or-cele.brati_on. :
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The  picture of our media is not &
pratty one.  Television and Brogdeasting are
government monopolies which are run as
prapogands machines for the party - in power,
Facts ard saelective; comment s one-sidad;
digsont i3 not tolereted. The same goes
fer the Lake House group of newspapets
wiich iz controlfed by the governmant.
As for the two privaiely owned groups,
one: cannot expect much from oma gropp
which exists head bowed, cap i band, for
govarnment loans. The head of the other
group was sharply rapped cwer his knuckles
in tha most recent budget shesch becsuse
he had dared not to be servle. '

For ton years there has basn one English
journal, the Lanka Guardian which hes had
the coursge to woice dissenting views and
consider impeortant public issues from many
aspects. 1t has been edited with styls,
elan, and wit for its editor Mervyn de Silva
i5 our foremost journalist,

| wish the lanka Guardian which has
servad our country so bravely for ten years
gVElY SUCCAss,

Hector Abhayavardhana
(Peifthue Member L5509

The “Lanka Guardian®™ is to be congratu-
lated on it completion of ton years of
uninterrupted publication on the  first of
May. thia yaar,

Tha ranks of those ‘acoustomed 1o reading
and writing in English were never vary large
in Sr Lanka and the successiva waves of
sinhala chauvinism ' thatinundated qood
gense and breadth of yision for morg than
thitty years have had @ disgstrous impact on
whole genefations of our youth, This had
to find reflaction in the guality and extent

of English-witing in the country.

English
panodigals, a3 8 consequance, had a high
morality and tended to be sligned with
political parties and groups.

Fhe nesd for an English joufnal in which
the bulk of the modernized intelligentsia
coyuld articulate its throughts feelings and
raflections  always “oxistad., - Tha diffhiculty
was that of finding a suitable editor and
sustaining the mucnal in the face of indiffe-
1ence  in commercial  circles.  “Lanka
Guardian™ was asble to overcome both
difficulties. In Merwyn do Silva it found both
& journalist of -tha highast calibre and an
orgamiscr of considerabla influence.

During the tan years that have passed.
a society that had been ruthlessly straitiae-
keted was fordunate that tha  "Lanka
Guardian’’ had enough agility to avert its
own fate, The Sr Lankan intelligensia bas
never impressed the world with its capacity
for self-expression.  But within its limitations
it has found in tha fortnightly of Mr. Mareyn
de- Bilva perhaps the only medium in which
it could attempt to pondor on its future
in ong of the most critical pheses of its
axistence.

Gamini Coraa
fFermer WWCTAD Secretary-Gansrm)

| am pleased to send this massage of
congratulations to the Lanka Guardian non
the celebration of its 10th Anniversary. |
bave found it a highly relevant and readebie
joumal. | have valued the dacp insights
it has provided on s0 many important and
sensitive issues and have grestly admired
the quality of its prezantations, its faardess-
ness, and its commitment to values snd
principles. " The Lanka Guardian fills a need
in these troubled times and | hope its
strength and influénce will continus to grow
- the years o conie. ,
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When Coffechouse Activism is Not
Enough: It’s Time to Take a Stand

Woody Allen
REW TORE

‘me-net o2 pelistecd  accivisc: N
enyching: - ["am- an  unisnformed
coward, tocally convinged that a
stand an eny ssum from subeea
fares to tha’ l=ngth of women's

sklres will - wltirmacely’ lead  me
bafore & firing zquad,
| oprofer Instesd ©o it araund

in coffeshonces and  grolze to
loved ' ones privacely sbouc'tacial
conditions - Invarlably - fpttering
fmprecat|ons an  che heads  of
polititians, * most whom | puc
in s chass wich blackjscs dealers.

Take d lock Tor jnstance, st
cha. ‘Reagan  sdminiscraclion, - O
|ust &t cha presidenehlmself. GF
AL the ‘men wWho are  hoping ) to
Become prestdent . O at the last
clusear of prasidencs. These charas-
tors  wiuld  hardly inspire . confi-
deags dn che averags bail bond sman:

Anothrer reason | am spathecic
o pelltlcel croffeurrents 15 thae
Lo hawemever Tele  that  man's
probloms could be solved through
pellcical solutions, The sporadic
rashuffiing of  pompers sounding
woicld Teaders, with thelr "fibs
gnd nostrums, has proved meaning-
lezs. “Mec that one is always
Just o5 bad a5 che  next — boc
almost,

Tha -trath Is that,  whenewver
ehesubjoct turns . £ ameliaracin
mnankind®y - candiclon,  my rn|.-|5
LUris o Eo merg cproféind aratbers:
man's lack” of Fspiritbal  cunter,
for- example;, or his  exlsténtial
Larrore-Ene  @mpLy Universe  §&
canather jtom  char seares me,
along with woernal  annibilacion,
aging. - Lecminal “fHness and che
absence of “God  IntCa hostlla,
raging woid, | abwds Cfeel thar
a5 dongs as man Ts o finiee ke el
nevar Be truly relaxed;

M. Allan's  inust n:,;en-[ f.ll'm- in

“hopherber,''  He contelbuted s
sonnert & Toe Mow York Times,

e . AR A N

Having taid sll of the showe,
! should also  paintour thac thers
havag hespn o few times chet | have
talkan ' public drance. Soma pao-
Cplemay remember Chac rocenciy
| cgme oot wehemancly
the ‘colarization of moyles wichauk
the consent of thedivegter. This
b5 hordly 2 lifeand-deach polici-
cal fgsue, bub it Ui tans achical
ong, and | was quice amazed at
she leck of supmart thac my
position recejved.

Moo that everyone was unsynmpa-
thetls, Buc the maoral Indignaclon
and procective |epglslztion thac
I ehougho would follow was noc
quite equal o the ire aroused
wiien @ person gets in front of
o in the lime gco the bakery.
an tha end, it ‘Wwas not che srtfse’s
rlghes chat prevalled but rather
thie: Mrexlickes of the markatplace'”

Anocher oxample Was my anti-

gparchald  stence. 5o Infuriated
was | with the oreatmen: of
blacks In Souch Africa chat |

proclalmed that Dwould not allow
my fifms ta play theére uncil a
iotel polley chapge  was azreed
to, This enfersunstaly fatled s
topple tho existing regime, snd
apertheld continues, though 1have
received @ number of  graceful
tettors from Afrikaners who cay
that while chey had avoided my
films  befarg, nowe they sre preven-
ted from eren  wandering - into
one of them sceldentelly, and for
thlz thoy thanked ma wich all
thoir hearzs.

Scill, 1thare was - the BOSLUFE
and che hope that §t weuld scie
cthere. And to 3 small degres,
it has. And naw, after” monchs

of quiet in’ my own life, snother-

slcuation  has atisen, a sicygcion

that |2 muite palnful and confising
and & stard eiuit b= otakan.
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BRalnsL.

Ae i supporter of
as cone  wha hasslweys  bres
cuttaged at the hercors iafliscod
on_thiz little nacion by . hostlle
neighbers, ¥il= terrorists and much
of- the' warld st large. | gm
appalled Bevond moasura by the
vrealmetit of the rloting Palasch
nizns by the Jows.

Israel,  mpd

' meen; fellas: zre vou kidding?
Beatings of people by soldiers
to make expmples of them? Brea-
king. the hands of men and women
to thty an’t  threw  stones?
Dragzing ciwillans  oie  of - thelr
houscs 5t random o swash them
with sticks In an effort o terros
rize a pﬂ:nulatlm inta qulr:l:!

Piease understand thag | have
ne sympathy for “tha way che
Arabs bave ereatcd tho lsraelis
Indeed, semetimes you per the
fcellRg you ‘want to beit chem,
buc “onhf terecln ones  and  anly
for wery  specific accs.

Bag am | reading the news-

papars correctly! Were food and
medichl supplies withheld to make
A rebelllous. commonity  “uncorms
forgabia'™?  Were rest  byllers
fired gt first o concral crowds,
and rubber ones only whon tha
Unlted Staces objeeted? Arg we
galking szhow:s scaes zancticned
rutality and even tarture?

My gocdress! Are these the
propie - whoze money | “uzed 1o
steal from those [rele ‘Blus-and
—white eant aftor collwering funds
for a lewizsh homeband? | oon't
baliewe |z, sepd | don'c know
exactly what -is- ca be dope, But
F'm sure pulling out my movies
agald noc che answaor,

Pertiaps 1or- all of 3= who are
rogiing for lsrack so concinue ©o

edlst and “prespor, che obligation

Iz Ea aipesk cut snd use ever
mathed  of  pressure’ — maral;
financial and pabitical — 1o bring

this wrongheaded approzel taahalt.

I



The left parties in India -

Marxist Political Forces

— Perceptions and

~ Sumanta Banerjee

(S_péc;ar to the Lanka Guardian 10th 'annme;safy;numbeo- o

Let me begin in a lighter
vein. There s this joke
about a2 drunk, on his knees,
searching for something under a
lamp post. He tells a passer-
by that he s
his keys, which he  says, he fost
“‘gver there,”’ pointing out into
the darkness. The passer-by
asks him: *‘Why, if you lost the
keys over there, are you looking
for them under the lamp post?”
The - drunk answers: Because the
light is so much better here.

Sometimes | wonder whether we
in India are not behaving like
the drunk. We seem to believe

that what is sought can be found
only where the Marxist classics

have shed light, leaving out of
account all those empirical data
which do not fit the particular
conceptual  framework  within
which we at the moment happen
to work. The key may be some-
where else — outside the sacred
circle of light, in the outer
darkness. We should remember
two things — first, the size of the
circle of light from the Marxist
lamp post needs to be enlarged

to cover other parts of the vast

space of outer darkness of the
Indian reality where new deve-
- Jopments are taking place, and
secondly, there Is need to explora
other possible sources of illumina-

Sumanta Banerjee was educated in
Calcutta and worked for ten years
as staff correspondent for The States-
-man. Contact with leaders of CPl
{M-L) permitted him access to Party
documents and information in  pre-
paring his book ‘India’s Simmering
Revolution: The Naxalite Uprising
published by Zed Press, London.
t4e was underground and ‘then
~arrested in 1973 during the Emer-

gency, He was released in 1977. He

is. alse the author of India's mono-

‘poly Press: A Mirror of  Distorticn
{1973) and Child Labour in India {1979).
He has edited the ‘Thema Book of

FlagaligesPoetey. . ol el

looking for

Practices

tion to light up the outer dark-
ness. : ' e

It is about time we courageously
addressed ourselves to the basic
questions:  Is  the traditional

Marxist approach acting as blinkers
preventing Marxist political forces
from having a full view of the

many-sided, multi-dimensional rea-
lity of India? Is the orthodox
leninist concept of party organisa-
tion hampering the growth of
Imaginative and Innovative prac-
tices and discouraging the deve-
lopment of the indlvidual party

- functionary?

Although more then. half a
century old, the Marxist political
forces in India are yet to evolve
a comprehensive strategy of dis-
mantling the present socio-econo-
mic order and bringing about a
society —a strategy that would at
the same time anticipate and
avold the pitfalls suffered by
post-revolutionary regimes in the
pasto - ' : :

It Is no doubt a tall order!

But the pathetic experience of
setbacks and failures in the inter-
natlonal Communist movement
in general, and in working class
struggles in India in particular,
demands an honest' reappraisal of
past perceptions and practice, ‘and
a bold reconstruction of the
strategy for a change by Marxist
political forces in India.

Concept of the Indian
Nation: '

“In their perception of the
Indian  reality, Marxists of all

varieties ranging from the major

parliamentary parties like the

CP! and CPl (M) to the various

groups of Marxist-Leninist armed

revolutionarles, continue to be

influenced by some  traditional

Marxist notions. = One of these
iz the -bellef that India is a

_  Digitized by-Noolaham Foundation. .
- noolaham.org.] aavanaham.org

single nation which is suitable
- for a uniform strategy for change,

A centralised economic and admi-
nistrative system run from New
Delhi is believed to have pro-
~duced a uniform national psyche,

ready to respond In one volce
to a call for change. Such a

belief underestimates the tenacity

of caste, religious, linguiscic,
ethnic and other differences that
have overtaken the Marxist dream

‘of a unified Indian proletariat

leading the masses for a revolu-
tionary transformaticn of society,

~ The present Indian society is a

patchwork quilt, made of uneven
layers and strips reflecting the
different  stages of historfeal

~ development that co-exist in our

country — traces of  primitive
communist  relations
socleties which are desperately
trylng to resist the Inroads
being made by mercantile capi-

talism; extremely backward feudal

relations in the rural soclety of
central and northern India; the

emergence of a highly conscious

organised working class (although

a fraction of the total labour
force) in the most modern
industries concentrated in a few -

areas which peep out like insu-
lated islands from the  vast
variegated ocean of the Indian

economic scene; the role of the

educated urban middle class which

dominates  the terciary sector

and also consists of the most

explosive section of the masses

of unemployed. Such a situation
does not lend itself to a single
strategy of change — be it through

parllamentary  elections, or ar

revolution.

In one part of our sub-conti-

nent - the then East Pakistan —
we saw how Marxists were laft
behind by the onrush of lingulstic

nationalism which prevalled over
-class conflicts  during 1960-70,
the party of the petty bourgeoise

taking over the leadership of the

nationalist movement. In today’s
fragile unity of what has been

propounded as the Indian nation

Is lessening with every passing
day — with events developing in
Assam and the north-east, in

Punjab, the vrise of reglonal
partles in the south, and tribal

‘movements in the centre. The

in tribal
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characeer. oF thess varlous move
ments - and the composition  of
the ‘participancs difer from area
es Aren. How o the Marxisc
parties parcelva them!  The ‘TR
and the CPI {M} tend -te paint
ehen blagk with = single sernka,
cdbsmissing  them 84 'Hilziva’
farees funded by Cl&,  Cheistlan
missizngrles, Faklstanis and othar
readily  svallable sr_:Engus.l::. Ic
5 -=1gntficant thac heizher cha SR
nor. tha CPL (M) mentlons any
lgnger the righe of natlonalitas
te  "moif-deterrination,”  Taking
for ~grafced.” thac Indla 35 an
Integrared  naclan,. they' oppose
any such: miowe,

A5 For. the varisas CPl (ML)
cograups, chey do net feem 1o
“have chalked ouf any  [ridepan-
dard  programree &F their  own
re lend ghe warioud  echoc o oand
linguistls irnup-; wihileh - are 1o
creasingly becoming contcions. of
thelr snpareta culcoral and’ Kisg
toricel “Idencity. - Some  among
them cend ta lend  support  Ime
discriminacely to every  reglopal
etruggle.  falling - to  discinguish
between . lacent eommungl and
chzuvimstle foreer ‘on  the aone
hand, and pocential aliies on che
other. Thelr refusal to glvelead
e the srrugeler of echals min-
porlckes  of " lngdistic’ . proupe
BEINST. - Oppressive  social  oand
gcomomic forces stems fram che
policy Tald down by Chary Maz-
gmdar . sCominunlsts . need  not
lead  nacional struggles.  They
sheuld make unjty with ‘thesa
SETHEE! =5, The' duty - of  the

mmunkscs 15 1o develop  class
struggle, noe national struggle."
{The United Frest and tha He-
wolutionary Parey, July  [96E).
As v oresule, the leadership of
Thee - wWarleuz regicnal sirugglas
15 lafc iri the hands -of different
Interesi-graups, who oftep Ins-
tcad of directing them apinst che
Crentra, or the “accual earprlei.
tprs, pratigulate them  In eem-

munal 2nd ehadylnistlc directions

—AERINSC oLher (ingulitlc  groups
{hke Bengalis. (10 Aszam), or
rediglons earriminity (ke [rdus
la Funfal),  the mere palpable
tarpats of -attack before o dfs:
gruncled and frustrared  indigon-
s popliaticn,

Maraist political forees of  alf
the variesies are yer 1o resolve

— e C 2l

sovaral cquestings:  should they
rely an o che apposl of social
aquality  theaugh class  struggle,
or onthe appeal ' of - grocecing
cubtural sdentity and socko—econGs
mic. cerests of expliéitod coms
munities throsgh the strupple of
sell-decarinjnation of tha variaus
Indian naziznalicles? How do Lhey.
idencify caationalities’f By rells
plous, - linguistle, eoliural, or eth-
nie hemogeneley! Should emancs
patlob of ratlonalities preceds
claza arrugglc?

Binge almost all. the Marxist
parties and proups - believe i a
uhiform strategy for che eacire
eenintry, “thobr perception’ of the
primary  coniradietlen  in  Indign
toclety femde cto be influgnced
by a desire to $imp'ify the roa-
lity, mnd generalize Lt |n germg
af elags relatfons: The Pl dis-
covers the.  coneradictlan  bet-
ween the monepoly bayrreolsia
on the pne hand, and “the res:
of the pecple including the na-
tional bourgeaisie on tha other.
Tho CPL{M) finds it |n the rela
tlgas  becwasn the big  bour-
peosle—| ed Laurgec|so-Tandlor'd
comBine on the one hand  and
the resc of the people on  the
othar, The 'GP {ML] proups  pins
pelng che  primory  concradiccion
becween feudalison and the bBroad
masses. What s bgse sight &f jn
this sort of generalisatjon Is that
because of the unoven nature of
devalopment, class polarization
leading. ta sharpening of class
conflices mEy noc . have  reached
she same  stape  everywhere,
Lontradictions:  of other trpes
may prevail over, or bluor claag
conflicts ~— contradictions (within
one exnloited class) between one
dchile. groyp and - anether: or
berween  one
and cthe Central palicy: or bas-
ween the logwar castes and the
Upner - castes, for instagce; How
should the Marxiscs |nt=rvena In
such. situations? Shatld they [aad
the “wictlms, ghving voice e
thelr. primary sipirations or sup-
Fert from oucsids o thelr Tgnens
taneoys  procese  demonscracions?

Motion af tha Proletarize

This Brings. us . ta the other
traditional Maraist notion  chac
ke subscribed co by the Marxisc

Digitized by.Noolaham Foundation.
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linguistic  group

pelicical forces in Indla- the myth
sbout the omnipotent role  of
the proletariar as the leadar of
rewslucianary change |m  the di-
recclon  of socixlisim.  The £P|
calls uwpon. che Wiorking class o
“take the Initiazive n tadnching
thiE natlonal . mevemeat,” The
CPELM)atrives for the cstablish-
Ing of “people's democracy based
on che eealltian af all  gonoina
ancl-feudal  and . anti= mporiaiist
forces. headed by the working
class.’ Even the CPI (ML} whils
recognizing that the mals force
aof the demacrat]e  revelution  in
Indla will- be the peasancey,
hiopes chat |t will ba led by che
working class,

The perception of the rals of
the |nc|Fi|a'l working class  amang
the Marxist polltical’ forces in
India iz apgajn ‘Influenced by the
orthedox Marxlst preceprs, The
lvdustrial profecariar  which ~has
emarged “In Tndla “hardly “fits n
to the rele of the vanguard snd
toal of revolucienary changa &5
an¥isaged by Marw n the con-
pext of his contemporary YWastern
Evrcpean sttuation. o main In-
dustries in India; the prolecarizt
15 often Wall worker, half farmar,
In:hiz facdory, bo can be a milf.
tant trade ‘Unjeniss fighting for
Betrer wapes, Swhlle “back [n ks
willage he can be o mini-cxplol
ter, hiring sgriculcural labogrers
and treating them as serfs, In che
orgznised sactar. the  arignisod
streapch of the warliers {5 used
for purely protective purposes —
job socuriy, betted wages, pro-
mebh, - Bbe. — Instead of far podi-
tlcal ebjectivas (&, g, control over
mens of preduction).  Yec, if
I3 thgsa organized sactlons  of
the induscrial proletariar, pacher-
ed around che varlous trade un-
lan bodies of the Ladzlsc par-
tles, wio sre supposod o fead
tha revolatjan?

The -faith in. che' industrial
prolecariat emong the parllamap-
cary Left’ le sanecioned by che
facter’s bellcf In the coneept of

madérnisacion  thraugh  expension,

of  developmontal - ahd induescrial
projeccs and. Clndla’s - integration
Inca word econcmy. While: both
the “CPL and  the CPIM} are
cammitcod te  nstiohalisgtion - of
farepn-contralied iadustries; exs
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pansion of the state sector; an

Increased pace in industrialisation,

etc,, nelther questions the quality
of industrialisation. Questions like
the relevance of certain types
~of industries to our

needs; the consequences of a

rapid and indiscriminate expansion

of industries on the soclo-econamic
life of the local people, parti-

cularly in tribal areas; the future -

implications from the environmen-

tal point of view, are naver posed.

it 1s amazing how the established
Marxist parties can
different to the nature of indus-
trial expansion that is being
carried out in India. Incthe name
of developing industries in the
backward regions, Industrialisation
is being ‘carried - out through
ruthless forms of feudal exploita-

~tion of, ‘and repression of the

tribal poor. The setting up of a
steel plant, or 2 heavy engineering
factory in tribal areas of Bihar
or Orissa, has meant the dis-
placement of the indigenous popu-
lation from their lands. While
initially during  the formative
- stages of these industrial projects
they are employed as casual
unskilled labourers (without any
of the benefits guaranteed to
- industrial workers under the law),
once the construction of the
projects is over they are disposed
of and reduced to the
of permanent migrants.
The New Self-Asserting
Forces; :

The established Marxist parcies
which seldom take up the cause
~of the dispossessed tribal popula-
tion, seem to take It for granted
that those engaged in pre-capita-
list. mode of production — the
‘agricultural labourers, the unskilled
workers in- mines,

produce, the vast segmeénts of
the Indian poor which still remain
outside the organisatjon frame-
work of the Marxist trade unions
— will. be gradually marginalised
and ultimately disappear. But
what was possible In the 19th

-and early 20th centuries in ' the

course of capitalist development
in' certain parts of the world,

connot be repeated in the latter

~quarter - of the 20th century,
Today, even the most backward
communities -have started articula-
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people’s

remain in-

>ositlon
5 - practitioners. Similarly, while the

the tribal -
populatlen depending  on  forest

‘ again, the :
movement in India has developed

ting their problemé and asserting
their rights. They simply cannot

be wisked away - as  undesirable
obstacles in the way of a moders

nization that = threatens thelr
cuftural identity and  economic
livelihood, In the absence of

alternative means that would both

protect their jdentity and assure

their economic well-being (2bsent -

in the -programme of ruthless
industrialisation and modernisation
adhered to by both the present
rullng party and the Marxist
political forces In lndia), they are
bound to explode into protest
movements ~ The ~outbreak of

certain types of agitations (e.g.

Jharkhand in Bihar—-Orissa, Chhat-
tisgarhis in Madhya Pradesh)
should be viewed in this context.

It is significant that some of
the movements of the exploited
poor in recent years have been
continuing outside the framework
of the established Marxist organi-
zations. The Chipko movement
In the Woestern Himalayas to save
forests, and  directed  against
predatory commercial interests,

 has both economic and environmen-

tal . implications. The risks of
indiscriminate industrialisation at
the expense of forests and leading

to ecological imbalance with grave

implications for the country’s
economic resources, have never
engaged the attention -of MarxIist

CPl and the CPI(M) are vociferous
against the hazards of nuclear

explosions by the USA, curiously

enough they remain silent about
the environmental pollution posed
in India by the nuclear power

plants established by our govern-

ment — a  problem brought to
the fore by reports of accidents
in some of these power plants
and the threat of radio-activity
faced by the workers there.

In the field of social relations
fledgeling feminist

recently completely outside the

framework of the Marxist politi-
“eal  parties, The

“conventional
Marxist approach to the problem
of women in our society is that
the system of discrimination can
only end in a future socialist
society, and hence tackiing of the

problem can be shelved till the -

victory of the revolution! Such
an approach perpetuates feudal
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attitudes towards women even:
among Communist party ranks, —

also in the behaviour of top rank-
ing Communist ~party leaders

towards their own daughters or

wives, : i

The point is that Marxist
political forces in India have
fajled to grasp the -emerging

trends and contradictions In the
variegated  Indian  political and
social scenes, which lie outside
the Marxist ‘circle of light” —
a circle revolving round the
concept of —a single, coherent
indian nation, and the nation of
the Industrial proletariat as the
leader of the future revolution!

The ethnic and linguistic forces,

the environmental groups, the
feminists who lie on the outer
margins of the circle of lighe,
are dismissed as temporary aberra-
tlons, and are expected either to
disappear or be incorporated
within the holy circle. But as
past and recent experiences indi-
cate (e.g. the failure of the
Marxists during - the

tan, and the isolation of the
Indian Marxists today from the
various forms of regional and
linguistic  “aspirations}, Marxist

practitioners wiil find themselves
the march of

left behind by :
spontaneous forces {often manipu-
lated by communal and religious
fundamentalist groups) If they
continue to refuse to come to
grips with these problems. Already
they look like ageing adolescents,
like characters sitting in an old

act, not told by the prompters

that the scene has changed, that

at the back a naw set is being

knocked together. :

~ Among the Marxist parties, the
CPl and the CPl (M) are trying
to come to terms with the increas-

ing signs of disintegration of the
g sig !

concept of the Indian nation by
seeking an understanding with the

reglonal parties (e.g. Telegu Desam
or the National Conference of
Jammu and Kashmir), demanding .
more autonomy in financial matters

for the states, and moving towards
a federal structure. But both the
parties nurse the nostalgic feeling
that the Indian Unlon Is an indis-

sofuble entity which holds the.
states together to form the Indjan
nation, and that these states are
all bound to each other by a sense

; secessionist
movement “in the then East Pakis-




af matiamal identity, This explains
their panieky readtlon ©o aggros-
siva  rranifastation:  of separazlst
cetidencies and O ocheir o Chuererled
retreat. o che shelzer aof  Indirz
Gandhi, pledging her cotal suppart
c& maintalr o the tusloy’ of  India,

Aa o for the CP{MLY groups,
ehare i3 hirdly any eencral “and
naciensl suchorivy-laying down gul-
delines,  The groups operata In
differenc parts  of the  country,
and are evelving-thalr reshagoiva
tectlos Cooosule o the  parctoular
glevatlan pravalling  In chaer sfroos
of - opsracidn. Thiz’ . Bppeirs
too boa healthy sign. sinco sach
praciices: are In keeping with che
focal domands and grelikely co ko
raotcd ta the prass, Bucsthere
are two dapgers, Flrst, the sk
& Halation, Even |F Lhn:r' anzge

- gocestablish 'liberated zones’, they
cAn nEvers sUevive Far - foop wnlass
rueh rural-bated puerifla warfare
it ceardinabed. with simuolznecis
serikes o industries ard U rE e
i eities o cripple the cconamy
and . transport of cronps to the
villapes, and dresmpts 1o neutral]s=
ar win aver wiiaasl s sestioh ol
tho scate’s. affed agpparatos -
faccors  which - scill aeem - o be
cutside  che ken of the scracepy
and  tactles of che onderpreund
CPEAMLY proups. . Secondly, the
shsence il mow of any atesinpe
10 ecscablish Jdeclogical hepemany.
Pérslatence . of casre’ prejudices,
reilgicus superiticions; obseuraniost
praceices wil eancinue o distort
wharewer achievemenes the TP
(ML) accivists mighe have made in
thelr respectlve aress ol operatjon,
urileys atong with che struggic for
ELOnOmic cm:.r.l:l.thIﬂ-n ther:,r sbr|ve
for toclal ard eulterml trnsfor mas
tian of a tradition-bound people

idegiogical Hegamony

Indian: Marxisc peltical forces
dpeil mawe havwe concencrated an
the guescion of Iefluencing, domi-
hakingy or capouring ‘sha potitical
state [which embodias relation: of
cuer:icrg. apd  Favre neplecced ha
Ak o E:Tﬂbll;hlng' qd::nlqanglcal
hagemoity [0 clvil saciety (In which
ralacions: of consensus predeminnte)
The power of the prasent: Indian
vuling  elassos, cthouph.  fimelly
guaraniged by contrel of the
state, alsa rests on predominarce

-an o alternacive  plan

within =~ eertatn Inecitutlons . and
praciides of «ivl]l society, ncluding
the idéologtéal domzin. There Ls
for Inscance, the rroralicy of authoris
rariaalas and  pacecnalizm [one of
che Jew gentiments — and ge|f-da-
feating 2 thai — chac sclilf helps
ra - hind our paaple Infoa ‘nachia’)
[rposed Frem. abowe anan adinlie-
eedly wliling peaple, who chaye
Aot - developed by lang  pracilce
th&  knstitutians and cuscames wrhich
ik e jt wasjer for frdbelduals znd
Frodps waoEeD with indepaidancs,
initiatiwe and ebril coursge. Thro-
bgh o eamplew pecvwork: of  pro-
Emgies, cohfent. tacalihorins —
whethar p:.liti::d af o eje]l—— Has
hecsme pnarmal,  Thig refieezr tha
hepomany  of the culing clazs |n
SOCIaEY,

& confrent chis, the Farxist
perllrical fordes: musco mounc g
Hegemonle challengs within vl
faeiety:  This means the Inter.
wvertion af che Marxiscs in all
arest af zocial lfe, including tha
Tizherce neglecrad marginal seccors
[z environmental (55085, women's
marcblem:, ethnic minorities, con-
sumerlst movemenc), §t Implles
to develop
couneer—waijling - Institotions.  of
polrer -— manned by workers
{in facreries -and. - chelr - work
sleuations), peasants: {in’ vilages)
erdinary eitizens [in urbrn sozial
fifa) == that wauld influence
decision marking In civil seciety.

The Fallurg of the parllamon-
Eary Marx|eges  ta |:|_r=\-'c|i:h|:| tich
alternative  power Structures o
the zrass roocs fevel In che
Lofe movement reduced them to
pavwne In . the hands of tha
burgaucracy afcer chey fame 1o
form govarnments n states.  Most
of the measures of reforms —
moaderate by o che  traditlonal
Marxisc standards — hed to dapend
on enforcament By chel poaer of
the state e did ot expect
By rewelutlonary chinge in Lefe
Front - Pazimes,  oarciogarly  when
they wers . Being requlred. ko
operdce  within ihe
af a highly  restrictive -constity.
thon and ca Chighly “Ekewed ~ [agal
syscery, But ene hoped: far
breach of fresh alr e & few changeas
like cancral af corrogpijan and
crime, end 1o palice high-bande-
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ditess, @ sympatie ic and affieisnt
adinjnjstration, impravement in
gittic | ameplcias —aress whaers
thig “tommon’ poopta suffer  the
mest and” whers change  conld
bive been Lreuphc  abeur  even
within che presont consticutional
frameworls. But fallure of che
Marcists  In power  In Wesr
Basgal In whese . epheres apdin
Indicates thelr gradual dissaelatlan
fram the goncerns of the comman
people tas tha graisracce  leval,
their indificrenea to che needs of
the vl soolaty,

Mead For bullding  up parsllel

Imstitucions of  power  jn o eivil
IOy asslmes importznoz In
the Treontext of the rowing

arosion of eredibility of the old
insticutions, like parfiament, judi-

clary and. - established  politlcal
parclas.

Actempos to @xpariment  wich
such imnowations and  resch  ewt

o othor areas oucside the fiaead
iwircla of light', net only de.
mand 3. thorough fevislon of the
wrzditichal Marxist ~2pproach - ta

the Indian reality. but ale g
changa In the Leninist concopt
of @ party orfgaijsation. Inncr

party democracy allowlng  indivi-
dual questigning: and  initlacives
Can apen up new avanuas whare
the Marxist praccitionars can
seek - understanding from all
poisible perspectives.

The stross in Marxism on the
imonistls  wlew ol deyvelopment
has “often |od indlan  Marxist
policical  “forces - to  asume 3
wnlform: gnd  unilirear historical
progress for our country, and ¢o
Insist upon’ che universz| vafidlty
of sha Leninfst party and tho
praletarizt a2 the  onl landars
of any revalutish, Academis for-
mulations have Eaken che  place
of the herie-s=nsa that comes
from 4 knowlodgs of men.

[t s ‘eboyt cime therefars
that:  Indis's  Marxise  politizal
forces bocame medest easugh ta
acknowledge that the future shape
of “lodia 15 not 5 rossate repliza

of the Sovier Unken * ar Ching

[ar CAdbmnins forlSrhar riatter!)

‘But a huge [igsaw puzzle, =ach
(Cortued un poges 52)
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The Peace Accord — a view from Tamil Left

L. Ketheswaran (Offical spokosman of ERALF)

Agrur. deal af - spoculations
atid nterprecations as rogards
the Eentsli and  tha'  mocives
behind the lado-5ct Lankan Accord
have  ooly. served - to mnyscify
Cvmthor o than gl some of the
crucial Iszues, Tha de-rovstification
of the above car ba cffccted only
h]},- taking not  of gthe fack thar
the  wvarics: forces [ar "Mt.:.e-'a"]-
which support-the acedrd are nol
matislthle - and  homoazensus; onh
che' eohitrary,  the varkons reatons
and motives bohind Cexpresiicns
af suppart for” thio Acterd were,
rafre . aften than  not, mucuzlly
eclms)ve - and dizmetrically appor
ped £ooeach atfier

I wiswe af the abowe, L s
Imperat|ve. that dny &palysis  of
the” Aecord should bagin by dife
rentizting ‘the - varlous’ “aciors™
withaut whosg  suppore  the
focord  would  onot  have
imposiible, -end- che restons Tor
theiz - initietlnplupporting - the
Accord. ;

Forces Supporting the
Accord and Reasons:

Lo wWithin the TamH Palitico
Milltary Crganizasions: The Eelam
Peoples  Revalutionary - Liberacion
Front (EPRLF} arrived . at - 115 own
[fdependeng stand that. given tha
Ieilowing polltice—milltary  situa-
tlam che Indo-%¢ Lenkan Accord
had to ba défendad:

(1] Givea' thg Incensiljcation
of & Tgenadidal war™  unleashed
ﬁnlns: the Eelam People [ji the
amif-speaking . Feopla, of * Sri-
Lnnka:l |}:|l' che dzprzndgnl; hmrg.
Eofs - and autharitarian 5 Lankas
Seate, stafeing wish the  unila

teral abrogation of the Decerber

19 Proposals’ snd eylminasing  in
tho - May 1987 OFensive; the
Goevernment of Indla-had fo be
dirpccly Invalved n puarancesin
safety and security of tha Tami
Peopla. In this regard, the alr-
dropping of food  zupplies’ fan
owdrt eave of [nfringement of the
soverignity of Srl Lanka under

bepp -

Inzerparianal narms) followed by
che deployment  of -the  |adian
Peaes_Keening Forces (WPEF} toon
altEr the =signidg of ‘sha Accord

ilegitimate singe this was dong
with the “eonsurrores | of Cthe
Er - Lankan Gi:-'.lnrnrn:':n:} WRrE,

botl, hecessary snd enwvcidable

Althewgh the ~EPRLF: had nao
Hlusions chao the Accosd - constl-
cutad & permanent  solucion ko
che:  Mational  uescian v S
Lanka: ir. mmE" elsar  Lhat aur
Paopla: - {fa o broads Tamil  as
wotl as the. Elohala reasies)  wan-
ted . an o Ieraediare  Feipice  fean
a protraceed - genocidal  situation
and: Insarnicing warfare.

[} Since the “residual mai-
cers'” percaining re the davaln-
cion of power fa the Provipcial
Counclls, ervisaged ioothe Accord
weerg | Ler be Crackied a0 tha
poic-Aocard  pericd, and  ziven
ghas face chat the credibifity-zap
which oxlsied beowsen che E-:lam

people and zuccessive Sri Lankan |

governments had. o fags  wid-
ened, L was imperatijve that cha
Gavernment af India  should be

broughe jn- a%
Becard,

(it} lt wfas. wlgo becoming
|r.|:r=at|||g|r ard |:|:|.||1F|,.|||1l,r evident

guzrancer of  cha

that the fragfessivc. demaoratic
and =it dorces . working in the
mrjdie of, both, the Tamil zand

Binbala sccizl formacions had be-
came  marginafized - In che f{ace
of right-reaction tarrorist-adven-
turism  and - chavlilism by che

LTTE in  the Tamil homeland
and the EL.RF-I¥P aemerging
vecglitien™ In the South.. Thg

above twin tondoncics,  althasgh

muateally antagonistic, Ted on gach

athor and reinforced theniscives,
much o che ‘sacisfaetlon of the

Tamil end  Sinhala’  reactionary
bourgonisies..  The 5ri Lapkan
staco  also Cfound ic calvenisat
since - the sbove developments
servgd b0 distrect  the  brosd
Sinbala masses . from azitating
BEatEC cha repidly - deteriorating
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standard of llvlng. tompowrded
by incremiing  inflation and o ua-
employment, The  EPRLF, <thers-
Fare, alse constderad’ the. Indo-
Sr1 Larkan Arcord as an Instru-
mene which could pave che wey
far an “tintertm®™ period of some
stability and - rescoration  of the
domocraticpriocess, This interim”
poriod “cfle cvalgibla tima and
spaca) was to bo utllized te forza
and furchar stonpthen  Hoks baei-
woen the progressive, demescraclc

forces within  the Tamil and
Sinhala  social  formacions, The
fuslon-af the bBroad,  demperacie

Shingla and: Tamil consansus wias
Zeen as % primary ocask; . the
dangerous crend cowards Esimmi
nal holocaust was [o be ehwaresd.

fiv} The gea political . sltgs
atlon  alsa warranted. seaklliza-
cion, partleslarly i the figg of
a  concerted programme  of de-
scabilizatjon of the anti-Imparla-
lise: farces in the repion. |nochiz
rantexr, the anaexure o che
Aocoid which sought o act 3
3 deterrent o the prosence of
the mijlltaryincelfgonee  agencies
af U, 5, Imperiaiism and ite clisnt
states for what could B2 broadly
termcd tho  YWashingron Leadan-
Tal Aviv=lslamabhad axis) was seen
to bo progrossive.

{#) n additlsn o whao was
pereelved ws bR poslolve aspects
of ‘the Accord, tha “EPRLF - was
nlsa tognizant of the dangers of
rejecting the Accord. It was elear
that' while che Imparialiss bloe
fave tha signal o ehe )R
ayewardona regime LD procesd
with tha Accord, che nen aligred
end soclallse Bloe cedntries gimi-
larly, axzended cheir support to
the posltive rvespoate by che
Government ol lidia.  Undar
these zonditions, an outright re-
fection of the Accord would noc
ily have zaken the Belam Resis-
cante onoa@ eallstan coursa wirh
India, Buc e alse would have
stocd  complesely |solatad . and
corndemaed,  in the ewes of world
opinton, Feeh an sventya by, would
hava boen: dizagirons

L



- TELGL SPLOT

“and international

The EPRLF thus took the deci-
sion to support the indo-Sri Lankan
Accord. So did . the People's
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOT), the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organization (TELO)
and the Eelam National Democratic
Liberation Front (ENDLF). While
extending their collective support
for the Accord manifest in a
joint—statement of 27th July signed
by leaders/representatives of EPRLF,
and ENDLF the
above organizatiens presented a
joint-memorandum ta the Prime
Minister of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi,
highlighting their apprehensions as

regards certain deficiencles in the
Accord, ;

They were:

(a)- The problem of statelessness

of the plantation Tamils which

remain unresolved;

The composition of the proposed
interim administration which had
not been incorporated in the

Accord and remained ambiguous;

= (¢} The 'question of General

Amnesty and  the ambigulty as
regards the plight and status of
Sinhala political prisoners; _

(d) The question of Referendum
and the ambiguity as regards the
provision pertaining to the merger
of the Northern and Eastern
provinces.

In conclusion, it could be said
that while EPRLF and PLOT
viewed the Accord, both, In the
context of the National Question
in Sri Lanka as well as in the
wider context of the geo-political
: situation,
TELO and ENDLF wera concer-
ned mainly with Issues that had
a direct bearing on the nation-
ality problem, :

LTTE’s Position

- The position taken by the LTTE .
' since the Bangalore parleys. in

November 1986 remains ambivalent
and copfused. However, one could
discern three tendencies within the
LITTE. Firstly, the tendency to
accept anything as long as it was

24

offered the dubjous status as the

sole, legitimate representatives of
the Eelam and the denial of any
~ legitimacy to the other politico-

military organizations. - Secondly,
the tendency to reject anything
that impedes the secessionist goals
of the creation of an independent

sovereign state of Tamil Eelam.

Thirdly, rabid anti-Indian tendency
which appears to have been con-
sciously nurtured by external forces
using various intermediaries amon-
gst sections of the Tamil expatriates
as well as direct infiltration Into
the decision making process.

2. THE SRI LANKAN
GOVERNMENT

As for as the J. R. Jayawardene
Government was concarned, the
Indo-Sr1 Lankan Accord, which it
initiated, was meant to satisfy
the following conditions: :

(i) The disarming of the Tamil
militant groups;

(4) The removal of I_ndié (in parti-

cular, Tamil Nadu), as an

“external sanctuzry'’ to the

Eelam Resistance;

(iil) The stabilization of the J. R.
Reglme and Its outward self-
p"rojection as a  government
that stands for peacs and
political stability ~——a neces-

- sary pre—condltion for the im-
plementation of the IMF/World
Bank Package that is heavily
dependent on foreign invest-
ments.

le could be argued that the
commitment made by the | R,
Regime. to implement ‘“‘residual
matters’” pertaining to devolution
of power to the proposed pravincial
councils, in consultation with the
Government of India and the
annexiire to the Accord, pertalning
to the delinking aof foreign military/
intelligence agencles
India’s security and interests, could
have been a tactical ploy or a
“bait’’ to co-opt Indla in ensuring
that conditions (I), (2) and (3)
are satisfied. That the Sri Lanka
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inimical to

by dissidents of Tamil

government acted in "bad faith”
is= now evidently clear given the

mannar in which the 13th Amend-
~ ment to the Constitution and the
- Provincial Councils Bill was enacted

without taking into consideration

the various elements that weare

discussed betwean Colombo and

New Delhi in three rounds of
talks which included ‘proximity

talks’' with the TULF. Further,
~recent policy statements and Inter-

views given by prominec Sri Lankan
spokesmen. are in direcc conflict

- with the terms of the annexure

to the Accord that deals with
the gec-political situation which

~concerns India as well as the anti-
Imperialist forces in the region.

3. THE GOVERNMENT
 OF INDIA '

The reasons for the Government

of India responding to ‘the signals

sent by Caolombo, through various
intermediaries, in putting together
the accord, could be as follows:

~ {i}) Genuine concern over the

role played by the Sri Lankan

government as a ‘‘bridgehead’’ for

the forces of destzabilization in

the region. The Government of

India was, In particular, sensitive
to the fact that the J. R. Govern-

ment was using the Eelam Resistance
as. a pretext to seek military
assistance and training facifities
from forces which were seen as
threat to lIndia’s own interests
and security, -

(ity The Tamil Nadu Factor —
Although the emotive identity
between the people of Tamil
Nadu and the Eelam People (ie
the Tamil speaking people of Sri
Lanka) was not seen as a problem
by the Centre, yet, it would not
be incorrect to state that the
Centre was particularly sensitive
to the possibility of any spill-over
of separatist tendencies. Further,
the refugee problem which, although

manageable and nowhere close to

the magnitude reached during the
clvil-war in Pakistan {just before
the birth of Bangladesh) was
beginning to reveal some pulls
and strains, The spate of robberies
militant
groups, further aggravated the
problem.

e
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[y The jnereasing fruscration
on the part of the govarnmenc
af Indix in itz ropestad falluea
to. Umediae=" e nopocidced ser-
tlemann and: the storpction of a
dlrges. Vinterventionlse role;
Erlmarll}r.ln its mwn o ClTtorast;
ut amlzes residuaily pmothe inner-
estoaf the Ealam pzopla.

{I¥} - The  profarence  Ed deal
wWith ' a -knowno devil fie. ] R
and ' the  ‘hope thar =uffleiznt
pressur e woild bring him - areind
te  recognizing  |ndia’s straregic
Imparcancs a0 the radion,  as
woll ™ oas o che futillty of sesking
- millicery sslution oo the
hatlonality prablem Jn- S Lanks.

Lk 5, IMPERIALISM AND
THE WASHINGTON-
LONBDON-TEL AVIY-
ISLAMABHAD AX[S

The stracagy adopted by the
above: was - baglealiy - te  bring
abous a pegotiated  socclamant
Between ¢he 1. R, Jayawardena
guverament  J18 its o cloni-stata)
and the LTTE whizk had, ovep
3 periad of time and chrough
Intermedidrias, Been propped-up-
mklicartly - g5 wall 4 finsnclally,
Tha  strengtheniag  of the (TTE
wis done wich tha dual gurpoze
of neucralizing  the jacrrasing
rodicalization snd che anti-imper-
lzllst  content of the Ealzm
Raclscance and weaning the Ealam
foiiscanca  from  India’s  sphere
of Influence.  The fratricldzl ac-
tacks by the LTTE against the
EPFRLF and PLOT shauld hao sean
fn .tho abeve_stated context ps
well as the decimztjan of TELD
By “the LTVE "It “rowst b
nutad that while the |doclogical
Sricntacien of PLOT and EFRLF
was ancl-imperialis and  =azinlist-
orienced; - che “TELDY weas CiFH:I'I-i;:-'
ariticized by che LTTE a5 “puppecs”
af [ndia. The react|anary §eccions
of the Tamil cxparriase baurgasisis
raintalned dirocr  ésntacts with
thre U 5. 8tate Deparzment and
Westnin incalllgence  agencies,
whilst  the  Jafma  and Colonibe
baged  Tamil Bourgedic alamanis
arced a5 Intermediatics hatwesn
the 1 R, Resime and. the LTTE.

1t was when these plans werg
PUNMIBE * Intc  enags thar LU &,
imperialism.  end lep  agene|es

i S —— i i

sectled  for  the second-best of
eo-apging. India, - rather cthar gons
fronclag it Howewer thess apen-
£ins ‘aontinge o malniain tontades
and  epcoursgn  feovarcly) thogs
forces  opposlpg “cha aceard, sa
st kEcp IR optlons. apen,
Flzr'cll:'-llau'lg-I that - of wndermining
pdia's - ctPmbaglc  IMporcanc: Cin
the  reglon, IF Its Toraign policy
continggs oo maincain an @]
Impariallst ertantacl o

THE SINHALA PROGRESSIVE,
CEMOCRATIC AMD LEFT
FORCES:

The progresside, deinctrablc and
Icfr forces working amorgsc the
Sinhala people whizhsupported che
fpda-Sri Lankan . dbecord - could
be broadly cecegorizad as follows:

FooThe legal!®  Lefc ‘snd Sacial
Demougacic . Partles — @ the
Communitt  Parey, of 5r1  Lanka
[CPSLY, the &ei Lanka - Mahajana
Pakshya CSLMP), che Lanka Sama
Samala ParFry [L35P) and the Mava
Sama Samaja Party (M35P). Here
it muse Be notgd that the Trots-
kylee MS5P has taken a5 smbivas
lene znd an ambiguaus scand thae
endofses  papjonal autoncmy Bt
oppotas  the  prosance of  the
IFKF and the Aceqrd.

4. Human Rights and Civil Rights
Movemenegs — fa the Mowement
for Inter-Raclal Justlee and Equa-
liey (MIRIE) the Campaign for
the Relezse of Polltleal Prizopors
EEFRGFP]. Cenere. for Relizion and
oz|eby, Sacyodye  ere.

3. Protcribed  snd  wnderground
laft  organizacions — |e Y[kalapa
Fandayama and other cplincer
groups: of ‘the IVP and |opal laf:
partlas.  MIVE  and Sama|wadi
Janatha Yivaparaya,

The ressond for theie Forcas
support|ng the dcesrd area clota
dpproximation of the melopale
behind EPALF"s declslan tosupport
1he zecord.

DIVERCEMCE SETWEEN THE
AIMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE,
DEMOGCRATIC FORCES (M SR
LAMKA AMB THE GOYEGRN.
MEMT OF INDIA AND
TENDENCIES

Givan ohe  zoncretn §liuat|an
that exises roday [I5 4 manths

Digitized:-by Noolaham Foundation:
noolaham:org | .aavanaham.org
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aftgr the signing of tha Accord),
It-woulid not Be an exaggerician
togtate chac noichar che sxpectas
tionsof the domocracic, progres-
skwa Foreos I she Tamil  and
Finhals socinl formations In S
Lanka, nor that of tha Govarn-
ment of Ipdia havo mateviakizad.
It wauld slse not ba - an exagpars-
cior - tooscotnothat the Socialise
blac countrics and the nan-aligned
nations which sepported cha acese-d
have becomae Incraasingly concerned
about’ the quagamire that India
haz gt [Exelf into.

The reasans are as Follows:

(13 The LTTE conclides. co  bn
the main obiracle & ehe rescora-
tlam of soms zemblabics of poace
and the democratic proczss 19
tha Tarall aréas. In thg post-
Aocord perlod, the arms wieldad
by che LTTE (i arms necsurcens
dored plus aring acqulred after
the zccord) weare. osed 1o stHfis
tha demoerazic alternative o the
LTTE led by the : EPRLF and
including FLC&. TELD and aLhar
groups éngagsed  In mass wark.
in--addition, tha LTTE inzrigared
Tarmil Muglim rigts In the Eattarn
provineg 2nd murdarous  assaulis
agalns jniocant non-armed and
unlavalvad: Slnhala civilian: wara
a ‘ciear Indicatlan of  LTTE':
dizholic  designy  &f subvorting
the pezco  protess, Ugimataly,
the LTTE took ta srmad actlons
agalnst the IPKF, which was seen as
a diract threat to its hagamonlerie
deslgns.  The eivilian casualcies
and daprivacions have dastabilized
Eha situation in ke Tarmil areas

{2 The LK. Rogime has abrogatad
an its commitments uadar  che
Aceord partlcularly. to “racidual
mateers'' partaining ta the devalu-
fian af powar te the  proposed
provinclal  councils,. "TAe LR
Fagine has alsor failed ©a 1ar-
minace the presenca of the various
miicaryfintelligance ageincias affilla-
ted  to  Washington-Londan -Tel
Aviv lzlamabad - awis:

(3} The ramaxign and @ aers of
individual terrorism by The Sivhala
chizuvinist. coalicion led by the
IWE has reached 3 creszcapdo andg
hat destabilized cho zitracisn |n
the Sourh :

(Contlfow=d  on poge 507
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Th_e Bandaranaike years |

Indo-Lanka relations

Professor Shelton Kodikara

Sri Lankan’s  continual pre-

_ occupation with a regionai
approach to International Rela-

tions was in part a product of its
historieal commitment to pelitical
and economic de-colonisation, dis-
armament, anti-imperialism and
preservation of peace and terri-
torlal integrity In the post-col-
onial territories. But it was also
in part contingent on stark geogra-
phical realities.. Stalin Is reported

to have told Paasikivi of Finland:

“There is nothing | can do about
geography’” No Indian Prime
Minister has sald anything like
this to a Sri Lankan counterpart,?
and certainly the locational deter-
minism implied in Finland’s rela-
tion to the Soviet Union by the
above statement bears no  com-
parison with the posture of Indo-
Lanka relations. For one thing tha
centrality and the <oceanic and
aerial modality’’? of Sri Lanka
in the Indian ocean area, has given

it a greater flexibility in her

foreign relations than would other-
wise appertain to a small power
juxtaposed in close proximity to
a big power. For another, the
strategic importance of Trinco-
malee, one of the finest natural
harbours .in the world and for-
merly in British times considered
an indispensable bastion of Indian
defence, may still attract the
“attention of major Powers and
even of India in certain contin-
gencies, but this in itself may
constitute a guarantee of non-
interference. Nehru often com-
mented on what he considered to
“be the quite unreasonzble fears
of Indla entertained - by certain
sections of opinion in Sri Lanka.?
Speaking at a masss reception
during his 1950 visit to Sri Lanka,
Nehru declared: : T

Some people fear that the
great country India might want
to develop or sors of absorb

- Ceylon. I assure you that jif

any people have any such

idea it is sompletely wrong4

26
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Despite these assurances, a
certain. reserve and  aloofness
persisced in Indo-Lanka relations,

especially in the early indepen-

dence years: Sir |vor Jennings,
a keen observer - of Sri Lanka
politics In these years, analysed
the situatlon as follows: i

Indla (thus) appears as a frien-
dly but potentially danger-
ous neighbour to whom one
must be polite but a little
distant .. .. It is not that
India and Indians are unpopular,
but that the Ceylonese, while
admiring much that is Indian,
and feeling themselves racially
akin to Indians, have a sen-
sation ~of living under ' a
“mountain which might send
~down destructive avalanches.t

These susceptibilities were in
large part due to the mere fact
of Sri Lanka's juxtaposition in
close proximity to India, and to
the sheer disparity in their
size and populations. But official
Indian policyafter independence also
came to assert Indla’s Interest in
the integrity and territorial In-

violability of her smaller neigh-

bours, Sri Lanka ‘included, The
assumption of an identity of secur-
ity interests between India and
Sri Lanka is implicit in Indian
thinking, as revealed by ' the
following statement made by a
retired Indian naval commander.

Srilanka is as important

strategically to India as Eire

is to the United Kingdom or
Taiwan to China.. .. As long
as Sri Lanka is friendly or

neutral  India has nothing to

worry about but if there be
danger of the Island falling
under the domination of a
power hostile to india, India
cannot tolerates uch a situa-
‘tion. endangering her terri-
torial integrity,®

Written in 1974, this was a

clear enough prognosis of India’s

Digiti_'zed_by Noelaham Fouhdation:

~of  Trincomaliee’s

conception of the identity of nation-
al security interest between the
two councries, India, having in-

herited a body of British strategic
theory in other respects;, also

regarded Sri Lanka as lying within
its defence perimeter, The status

and future of Trincomalee is an

object of continuing Indian concern,
Trincomalee was a naval base
under the  British even after
ndependence, untill 1956, but

since S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike’s time
Sri Lanka has scrupulously refrain-

ed from permitting it to be
controlled by other majer Powers
in order not to offend Indian

susceptibilites, and In pursuance

of non-aligned policy.

The locatlopal factor and Srt
Lanka’s strategic sltuation in
relation to India 1s, then, the
independent varjable in Indo-Lanka
relations and to this is related
the vast asymmetry in the size,

population and power of the

two countries, making the dyadic
relationshlp essentially that bet-
ween a Big Power and a Small
Power. ey '

Among the dependent varia-
bles in these relations the regional

strateglc importance of Sri Lanka

in the Indian  Ocean area and
the global strategic Implications
present . or
future status may, as suggested
above, in themselves constitute
an area where Sri lLankas’s deci-
sion-makers ~may attempt (o
balance India’s regional power

and influence against the ' inter-

ests of other major powers
in the region, notable those of
the United States and China,
and even against the interests

- of lesser regional powers such

as Pakistan’s. In this sense, the
ebb and flow of Indo-Lanka rela-

- tions might be seen as stemming

from the wider foreign policy
orientations of Sri Lanka’s deci-

‘sjion—makers.
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Personal  idanticios  cherefors
become In thamselwas. an -inpors
taint . varlable:  finoobnde Gaokp
felatiand.  Chanpes “ar  the eop
leadershilp devel have bean more
frequsnc  in- B0l Lanka  thar o
Indiz, Elnce fndaperdenss. there
hava baen  eight diferent pertons
wihia - have  held  ihe ofiilce of
Printa Minisrér of 511 Lanka {one

& thete “pbeing che inetmbens
] Fr&iidcﬂlh ands each &ri - Lankan
Prirne irlaiert nas had- =«

peliptisetaung differenc in preater
or - lessar ~degreg. than  thaz oot
copheCachers. CMoet o rirprisingly,
therefara, ihie iew’ _af Ilmdjila
Feark Dolambo - chas cended. 1w
gharge — zomerimes . i Tilidas
mpntal  FESpESLE = diE CEs the
persoaal predilectiors of and - Che
sigeeszion froam Do 8/ Senarayske
e Dudley  Seranayake and  &ir
Fohn FKorelaweala and Troven
E.W, RiD. Bandaranalke ©o S
mave Bapdaranalka and then fram
tha lsxter coo o R Jayewardene
and R, Premadpsa. ' le s lndia
changes a1 oche  cop havs  been
fewrar, - lawaharlal- Belbit presidad
over-rha dagrinles of ndiaand
It Incerraclonal o beascures  far
sevanteen- years and ramong fijs
TRE BUCCRSEGTE; Lwa o Were
family members, Indits and Rajje
Gandil, and-a third, Eal Bahadure
. Bhaseeh. was Can grdsal disciple.

For his owen par: Pandit Mahry
reclpeacaied  Lhe  esteerm  and
arfectlon: wich - whizh  he " was
hefd in 5ri Lanks, Hie was preaatly
sattragoad BY-SOSHE
reposlicory. ' of  Buddhist colture
and, spar: From persons ol lndian
origin in. S Lankal far  whose
wollare: he 'felra spesial Pescons|-
biliey, while bailding us 2 tredi-
tion of clage  focperation with
ari Lanka's palivical leaders, Apart
from RIS - personal  %izitd before
indzperdoaca, Blehire visiced  Sr)
Larka Four' 1lmes since %50,
firse i eanndctlon. - Withi: the
Cemmenwenich Foreign Ministers
Copferercs ““kald . . Colombs
that year, sceofd,’ faciiiend tho
Southeast Asian . Pelme  Minister's
Canfereirce hold In Cealamba a
1254, Lhijrd I conmection’ with
Fale Buddhn Clayanil celebFations
I &ei Lanka in (857, and finally,

ik Deicber |96, fo  declare
open the  Ayurredic  Resenrch
Inicitube  in Mawinnas  tliesg
S e s =

banka gz g
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viaies ospanping thel ceaure of
offica of  fowr diferent: Prime
Fhmlscara af S - Lanka, namely

O, 5. Eenmanalalie Bic [ahp Korela-

wald, 5 WORL D Banadaranaike
and Mra.  Bandaranafce. His 3zt
wIgtE  was in Sfate o made ome g

fimeal crigls A tndiz=Chlas. Fala-
Clhang, 3nd [0S0 one seack bofre
the Indis China: war  bepdn an
eh Qerober AT,

Mehra's relations wich 5. W R,
L Bardararaike wore B peciaily
civdet - both enon wero brodgh up
I the LT tradltian af
Teralism and moderate zoclalizm,
aid Choth shared romarkably

wievds " on - Thisd Weorld

girnlfar
izsger, non-zlignmant sad o fntare

natianzl =fafrs ponarglly. On the -

eva of hi= taking office as Primne

Miniscar o’ Aprill [955, 5 W

RO Bapdarapaike  s31d:
Pvisualize much more friend |y
relaticns: and closer coopera
tlon, between mysolf 25 prime
Miniscer of chis councry and
Pandit. Mehry a5 Prime Miniss
cefof Jndls in - dealing with
motoonly  problams  affectiog
Our  Lwa councrles and: Asiz
buc generzl world problems.?

Ard -some smoaths  facer, in o3
pablic- Tarewsll  dinner o BoM
Ehakravarty, Tadlan High Cormmiss
shoner a0 Sri Lacks, Bandmianziko

seaced.  chat. 2Min cmany o mocters
concefning  laternational’ affajrs, |
happen to kald wlew: n=s dissc

miliar to those held by Fandic
Jawabarlal MNehru™ @ The  tradl-
tion of goodwill apd cosperzcion
Iniciared By Mehru' and Bzidard-

ral®e Wwas  carrked ont b his
EUcoesiors, and the c'ase friend-
ship and  rapport  berwsen Mrs.

Indirs Gardh| srd Mrs Sicimave
Bandaranzika bocame lacer n fac-

tar  of “considersble - importance
In.  the Indo-Lanka  perscoal
equatlam,

Slrimavo Bandaranaike waz Prime
Minlster of Sri Lanka for 12 yexrs
(1760 65 and [¥70-77), 1 leager
perled Cthan any previous Prime
Minister ir office dnd during this
paricd [er counterparcs In Mow
Delhi were. Iawaharalal  Mekey
himealf, suirecded fn-E9E4 b Ll
Bafadur. Shustrl and in 196 b
Indira Gandhi; - The abiidilig - achi-
ovements ol lndo-Ceylon-relatizps
during ‘the |2-yaar span 2f. har

Digitized:by Noolaham ‘Foundation:

Jyneotahdm:org f-aavanahanm.orgr - -

sesvardship wis 15 pdic 4 toEsi
tany ko thofamliy Bokd and
rappart which subsisted between
tha Mohrus snd the Bandaramalins,

but fa pErt- it was abio che
prioducc of e Bindaraimike’s
own diplematic  skilb “and” lier

tteadlast adheronse o the -prineg
ples” of nor-slignmeie,

It da algnificant that soan-afrar
becorming Prime Mivlster far che
first. time In (960, Mrs Bandira:
naike undartook o Buddhist pileri-
mage ol Indlal accompanied by
members of her beregwad fari iy
Fandic klehrs had  demonstraced
his  great  sspeam  for SR
Bandaranaike by declaring . che
day of his fungral, 16 Seprainber
1959, =2 publie holiday i India

In by PReD, he weleomad Mrs
Bandargnalka a5 4 state gucst and
pccorded her Lhe I'ritndg:h:p- and
cocperation which was dog to har
e her owns righe-as Prima Minl-
star of 2 friendly nalgh>ouring
copnery. . The fact that  MNehei's
pdvica and-asilstance wera sought
ghd readily givento Mrs Bandaras
railas e proven  lm othe orisis
wilch ®nsued n 51 Lanks Jollo.
wing. upan’ the  Bandarasaike's
government’s: cako-gver of zssis
ced  dencrinaclanal sehosls
I1#61, Certsin clasies al® s=sistod
denominatignal scheols waro per-
mictad € wontinue =z private
fee—levying schonls, and che racle-
rale of the cake over was that
since colonlal  cimes,  denemina-
tional schoels fad been sat up
armd maintained At stire expanss,
and thac this hsd Favoured cartain
denominations,  parcisularly  che
Cachollc Church, at che expense
of ‘others.. When cha - Cathalic
Church hierarchy, Catholic parents
and’ gvan schook childran meunted
A Empalen bo resiz: cha take aver,
ard when it ins snd dermonitra.
tidns by the Catholic Tay  com-
munfoy sesmad o farethadow o
sltuation  wherg ‘the foysliy af
arl Lanka's predominantly - Chris-
than officarcd-armed forcesowars
alss in  doubr,  the Gpposl o
Pahrl cresuiced. i ahe it rven-
tloir af che headiaf fhe Cacholic
Chureh in Indls . Cardingl-Gracias.
whe . persanally undercook 3 wileir

tol cthe |slind o resalve - The
crisl,
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In 1971, it was Mrs Indira

Gandhi's turn to assist, with men

and materials, the - imperjlled
government of Mrs Bandaranaike
when it was threatened by the
April Insurrection in that year.
Indlan assistance on this occasion,
too, was crucial, for not only
did a detachment of Gurkhas from
the Indian army guard Colombo's
International Airport, bnt Indijan
naval craft
waters off Sri lanka during the
pendency of the crisis. = :

Aparc from these marks of affinity
in Indo-Lanka relations, however,
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s contribution
to the strengthening of these
relations related to three substan-
‘tive issues: first, the negotiation
of the ‘Ilndo-Ceylon citizenship
agreements, of 1964 and. 1974,
second, her advocacy of the
proposal to make the Indian
Ocezn a Zone of Peace, and third,
the agreements on the demarcation
the maritime boundary between
the two countries.

Perhaps the most notable area

of cooperation between Sri Lanka

and India in recent timés relates

. to the signing and implementa-’

tion of the Indo-Ceylon Agree-
ment of October 1964, which
dealc with the citizenship status
of persons of recent Indian origin
[n Sri Lanka. This question, a
carry—over from the colonial

period, had become a controver-

sial issue in Sri Lanka politics
as early as the [930s, and had
become the subject of Indo-Lanka
negotiations  from  this time
onwards., With the approach of
independence in Sri :
particularly after the 1931 Donou-
_ghmore  constitution had con-
ferred on Sri Lanka a semi-res-
ponsiblz government, a confllct
of economic and political interest
‘between persons of indian origin
_and Indigenous elements of che
population became the svbject of
protracted debate between the
governments of the two countries,
and figured in the Bajpai-Sena.
nayake talks of 1940/41 and the
_ extended correspondence between

D. S. Senanayake and lawaharlal

MNehru in 1947/48.

In the  post —independence
period, Dudley Senanayake's talks
with Jawaharlal Mehru in (953,

and the agreemsnts entered into

28

-by a long history of
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Lanka, and -
75,000 persons
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between Sir lohn Kotelawala and
Jawaharfal ‘Nehru In 1954 proved
inconcluslve and abortive.  The
Indo-Ceylon agreement of October
1964 was, therefore, preceded

tions between the two countries,
and its immediate
on the Sri Lanka side, was a
determined efforc on the  part
of  the Sirimavo Bandaranaike

government jn the early sixcies

to find solutions to the problem

of the citizenship statis of
Indian origin In Sri Lanka, and
on the |Indian side an “earnest

~on. the part of the Laj
Bahadur Shastri government, to
improve India's relations = with

neighbourlng countries and foster

a spirit of mutual trust and friend-
ship among them in the wake of
troubles after the Sino-indian war.

Under the [964 agreement, Sri
Lanka agreed to grant
ship to 300,000 of an estimated
975,000 persons of indian origin
in the island,
to grant Indian citizenship and
repatriate to India 525,000 such
persons, the period of validity
of the agreement being IS5 years.
Natural increases in the stipula-
ted numbers for repatriation to
India and grant of Sri Lanka
citizenship, respectively, were
also covered by the agreement
which provided for the transfer
of assets of repatriates up to a
limit. The
persons not coversed by this
agreemant were to be the sub-
ject of further negotiations. In
January 1974, Sirimavo Bandaranaike
and Indira Gandhi agreed to take
equal respensibility for them, le.
of this number
were to be given Sri Lanka citi-
zenship and 75,000 were to be
repatriated to India. By a further

' agreement, the period of validity

of the agreements was extended
to 1981.

The Indo-Ceylon agreements
of 1964 and 1974 stand out as
a unique example of the manner

_in which two neighbouring coun-

teles have succeeded, over the

_years, In resolving disputes and

problems, some of which appeared
at times to be intractable, by
recourse to discussion, negotiated

statement, and-diplomacy, in a

mutually operative spliit of give

negotia-

background®

citizen-

and India agreed

150,000

-and-take. The Implementation

of the agreaments has been beset

by numerous political and adminis-
trative difficulcies, which it Is

not intended to adumbrate here

at length. :

The political difficulties stemmed
fargely from the fact that Mrs
Bandaranaike herself was not
responsible for the
tion of the agreement except
during the period of her second
administration between 1970 and
[977. The '‘governments which

succeeded her after her electoral

defeats in 1985 and 1970 were

both beholden to the Indlan Tamil
political leadership for its Part
‘in their electoral victories and

lacked the political will to imple-
ment the agreements resolutely
in the spirit in which they were
made. Indeed, the enabling legis-
lation to put the [964 agreemant
into effect, the Indo-Ceylon Agree-
ment
not enacted till 1967 and k¢ could
not become operative, because of

the requirement to give a two-

year period for filing applications,
uncil  the ~tail-end of Dudley
Senanayake's government n 1970,
More significantly, this Actchanged
the terms of the 1964 agreement
by tying the grant of Sri Lanka
citizenship not to actual repat-
riation to India under the recl

procally phased program mentioned -

in the agresement, butr to the
grant of Indlan citizenship with
of course, the liability of repat-
riation, ifso desired, at a later date.

Mrs Bandaranalke amended the

Implementation = Act. after her

return to power in 1970 providing
that the number of Indian origin
persons admitted to Sri Lanka
citizenship whouid be in propor-
tion to the number of such

persons repatriated to India but
after the change of
government in 1977 grant of &ri
Lanka citizenship is tied to grant

once again

of Indian citizenship in the speci-
fied ratio to 4:7, and to repat-
riation itself, ;

Administrative
implementation of the agreements
have related, among other things,
to delay, on the Sri Lanka side,
of payment of gratuitles and
release of exchange control per-
mits to would-be repatriates and

to the Indian High Commission’s

implementa. =

Implementation Act, was

difficulties  of
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oown eardingss - in che disnosal of
applizations.  These have undevh-
tedly sompounded the difficulcies
shamralnE. frem pelitical  capses.
Bert- it 35 reasamable cointer chac
Implemeniacion ” of  the cjtlzonshin
agracmencs and digpasal of rha
reblem & of stzialestness  woyld
ave been mach speedier bad rhey
rama fned undar #1902 Bandaranaila's
diraczion,

Indiann Ceean

2%  Peace Fone

cMaciapal: dencizies  concerning
warld politics - are alss EGIITENR
to tha seability  and  well-being
af indg-Lanka  relations st 3]l
tlmos Adcitudes o internacional
Isstes” In tha cwoa eountrlas hava
Aor, over the: years, been markad
by diametrical divergences, and
India and Sri Lanka have remained
tha cweo most Impertant merbars
of the. Mon-a&lizned Movemcont
South Asla slnea ie inceptlon In
1961, From cha face sinties, on-
weards. che. owo o couitrlos  hava
also  beon  much foncerpad  to
praserya che [ndian Occan gsoan
grog. of Pazce In the copcext of
the escalatlon of Big Fower rvalry
in thls akea. Both- countrigs had
an [Mporeant . scatuy - as ljttosal
states i the 'Indian Oéoan srex;
and  heve  seen the  [ricressing
naval accivity of ourside powers
as A threac to the poace  and
ntcgricy of littoral znd kincarfand
states In thooregion. The propasal
eo . meke the |ndisn ccean'a Peace
Zone stemmed frem the [nciative
of Mrs Bondarameike wha, folls.
Wwiky op on an earligr  proposal
made by her at the Talro Men-
aligned Summit In 1964 calling all
nan-aligned siates ro ko grepe
te closa their pores and #icflelds
ta  ships gnd = wirceaft  carryig
nuglear weapens  and  liguidace
bazez existing In thelr terricarcias
prezented: 3 resolurian,  which
wras carried ar the Losska Ran
allgned Summit in 1570, “calling
for the-sscablishment af the Indian
Ceean =1 & Zohe of Peacs, This
rasalucion. alled wpen tha LR
Gengral - Aszembly | To .-de_:p.; i
declaratian of the [ndian Qesan
ey m Zane of Peeca  from whick
Graat Poweer rivalirlos and eompaci-
Eicn shauld 'be  eliminiceds My
Bandaranaike al:a parsonaily pre-
sentod the IOZF proposal before
thg  26Ih  Session of the LN

General - Assembly,  whare the
Deeelaration of [OZP was adopred,
Weerestingly onough, Brs Banders-
najke concgivad of IDZF fet only
Tram tie FG||‘I_E of  wiew . o=f jcs
milicary dingfications, Bic alio es
1 means al britging abour regia-
ral colidarity |0 tha indlan Cozan
argl.  Ewplaining TOZP s the
Cammotwealch' Prime  Ministers
Canferance hzld 1 Singapars In
Jandzry 197, sha declarad.

The. Indlan Qesan-is a roglon
af low ' salidaritles o cammu-
nity of intereses,  Althoygh
it - foims o goographical ‘and
kilacarical “anticy,;  there aro
few cooporative links betwaen
the countrias of the roplon,
and- thoss e either hilaceral
or subraglonsl (A Paaca Zone

[n:the  lndian © Occap will
provide: couktrics of thid
region with rime to develop
trends . towards integration
ehd cooparatian o that s
coursg of time the  Indian
Degan  cegicn  could  riove

frem anarea af low aﬂlidarlc]r
toanares of high solidaricy,®

Indla’s completn conronance of
vigw on the |OZF proposal & not
jurprisiag, for it was Blehro Rim-
self who had, in thd Afties, first
urged che neceszity of preserving
tha  Athan region as an ares of
pasto Ar & time when jc. zppaired
chat the pressures of thoe Cold
War woild engulf che mewly Inde.
pendent scakes of the roglon in
millcary biacs and pewer rivalries
Enst and West, Mrs Indirn Gandki
herralf "exprazsed. an innumerabls
ocraslang, her complete (donric
of vigw on the [OZP pr-:-pnsai'.l
In Seprember (980, the daclared:

The Ocean has brought con-
querors £o o Indiz in tha pas:.
Today we find ir thurning with
danger, Evan che Paclfic hard ly
Ives ©p o jts namo,  The
frantically Increasing paga =f
milicarisation  Ia I:Ec Indias
Cezan makas the 3500 miles
of sur coast More vulnerable,
How can we aequigsca | an
theary whith tries 1o |u=tiF;
the chreat e oor  security
In¥lfanmant ‘of condane the
axlstence of forsien bases and
criulsing flaocs?  Indmpondanes
implizs  the Fesponsibility
of deciding what 5 gocd and
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safe for ourselves  aad of
chartlng Gur owa cayrse ™
#And in Decomber the samp voar
in o ttacement o Parlizmens an
the fartheoming ¥ielc of Brdchnay,
Chairman of tho Prasidiven of the
Suprefze Soviet of che USSR 1o
fndia, Mrs Gandil made’ explicle
her concerns o7 chizs suhjocs,
Continuing tension: snd grow.
wiinz - eantllets in our reglan
have given ourside forcas dn
opporsunity co exslolt these
tensicns. ©o their advancage.
Recent: voirs have semn 5 ravi-
val of offorts by eercaln non
litcoral graac pawers: to in-
crepsg o consalidate o cheir
milicary presencs |n the Indjzn
Qeean.  These j= muoch act|vicy
in Eullding existiag bazes asd
In  acquirfng now bates 04
Frciliches: e hayve owrs=|yvas
baed demanding that the entlra
Indidgn Dheegn should e frosd
of great power presencos so
thae it becoines & zone | of
peece, The peaple of Asla
and Adrica can ill afford ambrio.
hiene In chis® international
pavwer game wehich ssemz ta
be the beginning of a new
cold  war. We have shared
our concern frankly with our
zovler friapds 1t

Prosarvation of the Indian Ozoan
wi a Zone of Paace hiz bocome
8 returrent chame in pronppnce-
mencs on ndian forelgh palicy in
the recant pdsc.  Indin is & menber
af the Ad Hoc Committes appolnied
by the UN under Sri Lanka's Chaire
manship co devies means of Jmple.
menting the Pesce Long proposal,
Drevelopmencs (0 Afghanistan and
the Persian Gulf region, hawever,
nzva led toits parlodic defernient.
Ter, the IOZF |ssua remained g
common bond boowean the fwo
cauntrles and  illuscraced  chepe
commenalicy in farakgn affairs, o©s-
peclally during the Sirlmavo Banda-
ranalke lidira Gandhi period. :
Martime boundary
agreements: |India,

Sri Lanka and the Maldives

Projecrion of similar intereses
by India anid Srp Lanka as ragards
the Indian’ Ceeam and the perzonal
Fappoit between Mrs Basdarangika
ahd Mrz Indica Gandhi was furthar
reflectad by the definitive  agroe-
ments rezched between “the cwo
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countries on the question of de-
marcation of their maritime boun-
daries. Sri Lanka s separated from
India by a narrow stretch of water,
the Palk Strair, which is barely
20 miles wide at its npar-

‘rowest point, and the definition
of territorial waters, contiguous

zones, and exclusive economic zones
acquired considerable importance
in the relations between the coun-
tries against the background of
recent discussions and decisions
of the International Law of the
Sea conferences, A notable area
of cooperation between the two
countties was the signing of an
agreement demarcating their inter-

national boundary in the Palk
Strait in June 1974, which came
inte operation on 8 July 1974

The agreement demarcated a boun-

dary in the sea from a point about

18 nautical miles northwest of
of Point Pedro in the Palk Strait
to Adam’s Bridge, a distance of
approximately 86 nautical miles.

The agreement gave each coun-
try sovereignty and exclusive
jurisdiction over the land and
waters on its side of the boundary
line. The vessels of each country
were to- enjoy in each other’s
waters the rights of navigation
as they had traditionally enjoyed
while each country was to be free
to explore and exploit all petro-
lum and mineral resources falling
on its side of the boundary. Pro-
visien was made for the two coun-
tries to agrees on the method of
most effective exploration, where
petraleum
were found to extend from one
side of the boundary to the other.
The significant aspect of the agre-
ement, from Sri Lanka's point of
view was that it resolved, once

and for all, the vexed question
of sovereignty over the island of
Kachcha Thivu, which had been a
_matter of dispute between the
two countries for over two decades.
- The agreement did not refer speci-
fically to Kachcha Thivu, but under
it this island fell on the Sri Lanka
side of the boundary. The agre-
ement related to the international
boundary between the two coun-
tries in their historic waters in
the Palk Strait and the Palk Bay,
and resolved the question of overlap
created when India and Sri Lanka
extended the limits of their ter-
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“Point
The agreement further  stipu-
lated that if any single geological,

or. mineral ~deposits

" been

ritorial waters from six to twelve
nattical miles in 1967.

A further Maritime Boundary
Agreement of 1976 extended this
boundary in the Gulf of Manpar
and the Bay of Bengal, and gave
each party sovereign rights and
exclusive lurlsdiction over
continental shelf and the excly-

sive economic zones, as well as
over their resources, whether
Hyving or non-living, falling on

~tts side of the boundary. Under

this agreement, each party was
also  required to respect the
rights of navigatien through lts
territorial waters and exclusive
economic zone in accordance ‘with
its laws and regulations and the
rules of international  law. ‘In

respect of the marine area bet- -

ween ‘India and Sri Lanka in the
Gulf on Mannar, the agreement
defined, by latitudes and longi-
tudes, i3 points = which
equidistant from the coasts of
the two countries, Under the
agreement, the lines <connecting
these points constituted  the
maritime boundary In the area.
It was further provided that the
extension of this boundary beyond
13M would be considered.

petroleum, or natural gas structure
or field existing on one side of
the bundary was exploited on
the other side, the two countries

should reach an agreement on
che manner In which the struc-
ture or the field shall be most
_effectively exploited, and the
manner in which the proceeds
deriving therefrom  shall be
apportioned. The agreement was
dated 23 March [976, and rat]-

fied on 6 luly 1976.

Practical effect to this agree-
ment on the Sri Lanka side has
given by the Maritime
Zones Law of 1976 and the
Presidential proclamation gazet-
ted on |5 lJuneary 1977, which
provide as follows: _
|. The territorial’ sea of Sri

Lanka shall extend to a
distance of |2 nautical miles

from baselines ‘measured from:

the law  watermark of ordi-
nary spring tides along the
coast of the mainland and
along the seaward side of
istands. :
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2. The contiguous zone of Sri
- Llanka shall extend 24 nauti-
cal miles seaward from the
baselines from which the
territorlal sea is measured,

3. The exclusive economic zone
~of Sri Lanka shall extend to

the sea to a distance of -
200 nautical miles from the
baselines from = which the
territorial sea is measured,
4. The -pollution zone = shall
: extend to the sea to a
distance of 200 nautical
miles  from  the baselines
from which the terricorial

sea is measured.

The proclamation also defined
the historic waters of Sri Lanka

in the Palk Stralt, the Palk Bay,
and

the Guif of Mannar, and
declared that {a) the historic
waters jn the Palk Strait anpd
the Palk Bay shall form part of

- the Internal waters of 5ri Lanka;

and (b) the historic waters in
the Gulf of Mannar shall form :
part of the territorial sea of
Sri Lanka. ' '

The continental shelf of Sri
Lanka had alse been defined in
the Maritime Zones Law of 1976
as the natural prolongation of

- the land boundary of Sri Lanka

into the ses up to the outer
edge of the continental margin
or up to a distance of 200
nautical miles from the coast,

~ whichever was more. The delimi-

tation of the international boun-
dary described above must be
regarded as a historic landmark
in Indo-Lanka relations, and the
culmination of many years of
hard negotiations  between the
countries. India  herself
made a simiutaneous broclamation
defining the extent and legal
status  of the historic waters
between the two  countries if
the Palk Strait, the Palk Bay,
and the Gulf of Mannar. A
Supplemental Agreement dated
22 November |976 between
India and Sri lLanka determines
the extension of thelr maritime
boundary in the Gulf of Mannar

from position  I3M  to the
Trijunctioh point  between  Sri
Lanka, India and the Maldives,
while these three  countries

entered Into a further agreement
determining the Trijunction point
itself in July 1976. :




~the neighbouring  courtrios.

' MNon-Alignment

and  thn
haweyer

Persanal - “idencicizs
role of che individoal,

Imparcant  they might he' 5z
catzlyste In glven politjeal - and
historical  slteations, - do not
suporsede. . lopg=torm  histarical

craridencies] Mor oan they chbviato

the  basic - goopoflcical intercsts
milght éssentlally be-quiss yrrala-
ted e peczeaal  indeneitizs R
Bur
alse Cpereepcioa of Ao stapn’s
iEﬂUE]T:.l' INtErasts «=an -I‘.'I‘I;!.!'ngl::. a5
CER [EFCERLiog of tha  geinmunicy
of Imierests becwaan stitos
Mire Bandsranalin's grest  dip-
lomatic achisvement was that she
mada &1 Lanka count: far  mora
than che imall power |t whs In
the dyadic relacionchip wieh Indra.
And thiz achievemant was obtalned
not with exeernal, axcra-replonal;
sourens of  peWwer ar  basex of
sugpars,. |L stemmed largely from

“the projactian aof har own [mage

in the arena of iatarnatioasl dip-
lomscy. The Tact that she was rhe
wirld's pretotyps woman Frime
Plinlster was very relevant eo her
tmaga In the world arfarge. The
fact “chat Mre Indira Gandhi was
her suctessar in ehis retpect was
very ralavant ta. tha whels courze
of Indo-Lanka relations whet these
two partonillties were at the
helm af offairs In thetr respacciva
COUrtries, Alse relavant to thesa
relacicn: was the face chas chair
contentlon of nen-alignment ra-

mained the same during  tholr
teriuke of powaer, Thars: wag 4
romarkable eansistency of thoir

vigws™ on the  Indign  Oeean, a5
pasn abave, Morgower, the fact
char the Fifch Mon-aligned Ssmmit
Canferenze was - hald 1o Calomby,
et Lanka, “in (976, zpd thac Mirs
Bandaranaide - bocarne . the first
Aslan Chalrpersen of Men aligngd
Mevemant pive her an added |m-
pOrEENESE (0 |teerpational o affairs,
wihich superieded the convenzional

Indleators of - &ri Lanka's power
and Indluenes,
Exen during’ the Mehra  era,

e Bandaranaike fols independent
epough 1o play a mediatory rale
after the outhreak of the |lndja-
Ching war of Creiobsr 552 On

this pecasiom,  voslsted  pressure
from elemenes within her  awn
party as well as from the Oppo-

sitien te brand China the aggressor

T L
S T i S— = i

In che wear, and took the [nigla-
Tive in sumfeaning  tha - Calambo
confarance  of - slx Cpon-alignad
nations, with' a Viow toouplatiing
ways and-nieans: of bringing India
znd Ghina ro che coatoranse table
and feitling che Boundaey displte,

The  proposals which - amanszed
from . thizs  cohférence, rogecher
weikth thiele - elaridfications, warg

persoaally ewplaived by Mrs Baid.
aramaixe and ather ropresencarives
i the now-aligned  fonforance in
Beljing and Lethian lanuary 1943,
slrimave Bandaranailes s mediarory
efforis did notb resolve rhe Sinn-
Indian =~ boundary dispuce-rndesd,
it -atill remains unsolved cwaticy
e yreary later. Byt her dlpla-
aTic: dnirkative did pay ar  lcasg
Eimired divideads §25 “Main ach|e-
Yeiment weas’ that b pavel ehg
combacancs. A 'breaching -space’ t4
consider their respociive positions,
Morsover, Indja =ccepted ehie gga-
férence propetales  <Gn o Eotn’,
Lhina  accested chem, Lo,
with reservatjons, And Mrs Band-
aranaike’ ad mads harselfl the
medium” by which tho nen. aligned
Ccolniries pale exprossion to their
congarn over the conflice harween
the Two Asian giants.

I the—same - way dorlhg Indlra
Gardhl's' clme, Mrs Bardaranaike
did roc rush o take s|des with
India during . the Indé-Faklstani
war aof |971. Pakistan, too, was
gne of ‘5ri Lanka's friendly nelgh-
bours. Though always sympathatic
to patjonal |ibaratten movemencs,
Sirimava Bandaranaike  was. also
slive to the ImpHeatlens of sacai-
sicn and separatism far polvach-
nic countries such  as Sy Lanka;
She laid herself open to charges
Fater made |n certsin quarters In
fndix and 5ri Lanka that she per-
mitted the rouckng of Pakizian
Interndtional  Atrways {PIAY =l
eraft - carrying Pakiscani troops
ard  materlals wiz  Celembd o
theatres of pperacien: |n  Esst
Pakistan during che war. Though
this’ might ‘In fact havg been che
ease, v ks clear ebat . Mrs Bapd.
arznaike did not knowingly permic
aueh overflights through gull:nmbcr,
Fia  was ‘o chvilian afrling, £ had
rights .of overflight through Cal-
amba, And 1t would appear char
W. Pakistanl croops did transic
thraugh Colombs eo Dhaks, they
fiid za In clvilian aceire, not in
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unifsres, However chay may ba,

this. act of eommissiar By Mrs
Bandsrmanalke’s  povernmane  dig
nat tarnksh 8ri Loaka's image as
% pawear friandly ce |ndia Mor
did Ic affacc persanal good rolas
thon between Indira Gandhi and
Mrz Bandarariailg,

The lssue ol Tamil milicane
and. separacism; now B de-.-it
ling Inde—Lanka relations,  Yad

raared izs head Suring thy laceor
pars of Mes Basdarenzike's sesoqd
aldfnnistraclen, bBut. ie had nad
pssumad  the serjsis Prapaitions
of the pretent time her had e
betsing so poreentiou; an (AT
In-lnde-Lanka relacions 2s jt hias
now become, Tha denlal of efvic
righes te Mrs: Bandaranaikg pre-
wludad hér fram parklcipating. in
the ' pedotlarkans Eetwesn  the
cottegrangd parstios ia the prevaj-
ng achnic erisli in 5 Lanha,
Bit it did not prevene her feam
becoming a part of rhe policical
pracess relating co chis  arigls,
Quita apare from her awn dame-
stic. palitical role, Mres Bandsra.
nafke beocame involved in she
bifateral  negarizcions betwoen
Indla and Sri Eanka relating to
the crisl Inasmuch as  ladia’s
aecredicad represantativas s well
15 apecial enveys and high off e
Ali from che * Foraizn itlstry
custemarily kepc her Informod and
consulted har abaut the Indian
approsch too it

HOTES

I Aprepes &f MBP’DL Avwecvar, o lafmsr
Irdtan Faraipn I jater, A B Vajea-
¥ee annauaced Ca owmrlant ef thly
dictim when he doclorsd: "Sad and
gusgraphy have finked cur caa nat lons
wiiil I:!c:-'ud that wa live In IFiend
ship.” Phmes of [ngia, (g July 19T
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POLITICS

Class, Caste and
the Political Process

Mewtan Gunasinghe

Ah:hn:ugh Soath - fciam socnl
formaticn: Ry hiserica[ly
been  differentined s Incw:  varlois
soclo—eoofamlc stratra, ather forms

cof soclal “segmencacion wers alio

prezentin ehese soclal siraczuras.
Thasa serrientatlons s were somg-
Fimer  hlerarchizal “and  sometfos
nga=-hierarchieal; e, harizantal
divlstons,  IF. ohe secempts o
concaptualize the seulal for mations
fmoBouth  Aszia, 14015 imperdtls
Ehat ane ought toteka inte accomnt
chec these sacisl ‘rrruetures ara
scgmanced By clags, gasre, athole,
rellglous, gsetarian gnd parcchial
diferonces. A zocial  cheor|st
attempiing o grappla with theso
eomplax problems, has 1o campro-
hend within cthe Eoftexi of South
Azidn social fermations, nac only
class diferentiacion which actusily
exlsts, bur alzo Corher  soclEl
segmantation: mantloned earijar,
It is not chesrecially  signilicant
ta sy thar these arg general sacjal
characiaristies af pogsant societlas
it ane were 14 <ompare the South
Aalan subconcinental eivilisacion,
with che other majar evifisation
in AfiE, that of Chipa, one is
ﬂﬂnnFrnntEd '1'!'I:|'I I,'.hﬂ 5-;|"_|;_| SErCCE-
ral fact chat caste |y abient In
China. Hence a diferane thcora.

ticl  dlsesutse 15 netessary  to

comgrahend the profeand drists In
South Aslan gocial formations,

It 1z From this perspeseive that
T-shall ateempr todo a preliminary
eralysls of the complex probfoms
refibing coelass and casce-diFeraon-
Etiens in Sri Larkan  socisty and
the Impacr - thei= oxarced an tho
political  preeess,  Akhough 8
nurmber of gerlous scodies have
dealc wich the casce  syztems af
St banka, (1.2, Plaris. Ryan, Banks,
Roberts and Yalman), the jmpact
of cagra and -casta  censebouspecs
an the political process has yar
te bo Investigatod ino depth

Im my wiew, Srl Lankas does not
posmses 4 single caste gysten; o
Bo ene scep furcher, even  Sinhala
soclany  does not - posses @ single
e ayicem.  The fallowing diffe.

rent systams could  bo idencifled
with easa tn relation 1o the
traditionsl  mogial serustirss {1}
the Kandyan siste system and (i)
the mortharn Tamil caste spstom.
#s sub-sysreme ope may idenkify
the systems in the castern provinza
and. tha Nuwara—Kalayiya, Tha
struccures stream af anthraps lopl-
eal  thoughts In  Frames {1, #.

*Dumenc) has deflined char o gasce’
SEFEam oughe ta s pevalve arggad

Enres basic principles: (5} hierarch
(b} diwition of labour and -[t1i;
endogamy, whils lying  empha-
l§ on Cthe  religlads Saspacts ef
hiararchy. Maverthelzss, - thete
theee structyral  elements rosse
nacessarfly [uncclnn.wit!;lp a single
sotlal  system, which "glive them
meaning and order,

In & myltl-ethnie and a segrer-
ced saclsl. formacion; chis iz fet
possible, although the systems arg
Interacting and overfapping, sl
3 degreq of secmentsl mtual
exclusivizy Is maintajned.  With
th2 penstration of capltal, under
imperial - rale,  modern  2lass
divislons - glee  emerged jn chiy
segmented soclal farmation, From
the ‘mid-nineeecqth cenciry, the
traditional sacial ordar was trans.
formed, however with  cerealn
archais  refations of sroduction
being  reactivated  under che
damingnce of cupltal.  This reactl.
vatlon of “archlag - refatfons  af
production, espacially in the pose
1848 ravole period influcnced the
easte syetem and the restructuring
of tha syscem,

Tha periad  of  British  eule
developed a lzrd-Faldlng Mudall-
¥Yar  stratum,  which  controlled
subordinace buresusratic posiciang,
while allowing the amarpence &F
i stratum of mercant|lo plantatjon
owning eaplcallsts, - But- 1€ most
be empasized ‘that cxcepe at the
lovel of the Mzhg Mudaliyar,
which during the antire Brizish
Imparial rule wwat controllad by g
tingle - excended- family,  other
Mudaliyarships wore samcwhat
reprevencative . of the diffgrent
caztes: 8t least In the  Sinkals
conzbal mpasxe
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O the aftermath of the revolt
of | B4E, 3 phaze of soclal ordrar
emsned, with an aprarin bloe
eambinlng = the fandlords  and
peszaniry [0 che Kandyan aroas and
& degrag of caplrallst growsh In
the coascal regisns.  Tho prorasse
ef eapitzlisc groweh brought sbour
the formation of medarn classes:
l.2. a bourgesisie, a petcy bourge-
cisle-and & worklng 'class,  orce
gg2ih  2egmented on ethnic -and
caste fines,  For Inscanea,  che
urban working class concantrarad
bastcally in Colombe was malnly
Sahale by ethnicity, whareas the
farge mass of the  plantaeisns
workers concgntrated in Che up-
eauntry plancation: were of Soath
indian ~orlgla;  coming from the
underpriviledged castes of that
raglan. The bourgeoisie too ware
easte diffarentiated, baslgally adhe-
ring to the rfule of erdogamy,
whife uniging - for  political and
CEONen o pLiposes,

The earlier orlzntation of alitlst
pelicics had to be abandoned by
e upper statum ef Sri Lavkan
sociecy with the arsival of unjver.
53] sufirage, granted to Sei Lanka
By the British imperialists with
nomass strugela for this cbjestive
and against che heavy spposition of
all the socalled “Watianal Loadars''.
Henee forch' che elaments of the
Upper straturm soiinzd o capture
pelicizal pewer worg obiiged. o
cultlvare the “'masses™ on whode
vatet they had to dopend. Wichin
this context patron—client refation-
snips werae established. which I
A sapmented sociad farmacion has
teadancy eo run through paroeshial
Broupings. such g5 atlinicicy, caste
and wvillape commuonicy. Az che
ethnic factor hag already  galned
dominznce “by the mid-farties, no
Tamll - cardidate could  win &
mi|arity Sinhaia eleccerate and no
ainhala -candidace’ eopld winr a
malority Tamil elestorate, what-
ever his  politlesl fanings or
popularity may bhe, Hence the
divisiva ez oF demarcatien had
to arganise around ocher segmenta-
tions, and it |s procisely here chac
CRSLo gEzumEs madern. significonce
a5 & politleal mobllizieg  factor
through Lhe paeron client %Ehhngcs.

¥hat is soclologieslly interesting
hiwrerer, is thac chiz was noc whar
one myy assume to be the “gradl-

(Continued on page 371
13



LARNAS

TRADITION OF

EXCLUSIVE eXCELLENCE
IN VID€EO GNTGBTGINMENT
CONTINUES

As always
@ LARNAS shall cominues to bnné
| superlative NEW ‘A’ Grade movies
of exciting Action,Drama, Danger, £
Suspense, Intrigue, Scandal Gogdind
and many other provocatively .
bold and contemporary stories
ff lom from today s headlines, /¥
i Dont miss LARNAS catalogue
of spectacular intenational
- mini series,

So bick up the action with
[ LARNAS VIDEO MOVIES J
a8 on your TV sets £

o We are committed £o
¢ the goal of bringing
to Sri Lanka a broad
spectrum of quality films

which continue our
i tradition of excellence,

Be sure to be with LARNAS
for Videa's finest hours. = -

LARANAS now stands on
a new and exciting threshold of
dynamic expansion into the
wider fields of film and TV

:_mm@ ((@TFTED EL'U’[D

¥ 302, HAVELOCK ROAD, COLOMBO 3.
TELEPHOME ; 583326 e
FELEX - 21357 LAGODAN CE

SAI LANKA'S FIAST NANE IN VIDEO HOME cmenmmmm 258

- Digitized by-Noblaham Fotndation: -
:neelahamiorg | aavanaiam.org =




Wariyapnla Sumangala

Prof. W. A, Wiswa Warnzpala

N tha: greac  pancheon - of Se
Blankan herass who have caatri-
buted In. various ways o achinva
lbarty and national independence,
Warlyapola Sumanpala was consi-
.d.Elr'Etr the masg  powerfi|  bhilkky
who, displaying tremefdous courage
and  pacrintism,  pulled down cha
Bricish flag “when 1o was  haistad
In Hardy o the dcossion of the
slgning of the Kandyan Conventlon
which ennvéerted ©tha lEdEPI:I'IdEHL
Kingdem. of Eandy inte o eagzal
state of the Britlsh colonial empire.
This Incident, which oecdregd ar
the cima of the fall of the Kandyan
fingdom in 1815, 15 now calebrared
by the natlonalist-minded pepple
primarily becaute of the fect thas
the courageous and pacristic e
of Warlyepola Sumangala renerated
A force of natlanalism rthat evop-
tuzlly crimiinaced in the achjavemant
of politleal ind=pendence.  In 5ri
Bk, - there 5 Erear déarch ef
aitobiographies that record svyacs
of the past. In addizien, thore
ard o comprabensiva owerk:  on
- natlsnal heroes and tha Few publica.
chond available focve chelr arsnsion
on- Lhese apglieited uppar middle
class paliticlans. who  foughe far
constitutlonal reforms. The leaders
of the eonstituctlonal refarm strug-
gle were treaved as great heross
bacauze they repressnged che fdag-
logy af the proagandises of s
dea. In my wiew tho panshaon
of ‘netianal “heroes. of Sri Lanka
could be broadly categorised ineo
three zpecial segmrants,  and chils
has co be done on the batfs. of
thelr cenerlbution to the matlonal
awakening and Hbercy and Indepan-
dence of the councry,  Thiz, again,
wontild notoBe restricted to tha
tonskitut lonal reform strupgle dam) -
tated By the anglicised English
adueated upparcrust ef the Colombo
elice whote palitical and culturaf
ethos  and asplracions Ware ot
differenc fram tha ealonia) burg-

ducracy . chat  playved 5 role In
the  early constiticiangl  sefarm
moverent, - Befora: rhe advene of

politieal Independonca, our heroas
wers Briclsh Govarnsrs in whoss
MAPlOry SCALues wers preceed ip
Colomba, Kandy and MNuwarea Eilya

1
|

and  this klnd of sarvilley §o the
reprasentatives of - cha colapial
maziar wal followed By tha erpe.
tlen of mainerials be comMmemorace
the leadert: of tha eanstitarjenal
referm fovemenc. They made. s
santrlblcicn to tha' cemstiiyricnal
wnd pobiteal modorpisstion af che
coyniry and - chisowas done wichin
the frameweark of the const]tycional
ATFRMZAMENES  camscrusted | and
wided by the colonial auchoricy,
nomys Yiew,  the natleaal heroes
bolonged. ta tha graas  cradities
of the Keppitipels, Gongalegeds
Banda, Puaran Appu, Ven. Warjys.
pole- Surisnigala snd Yen Kudipala
and other martyrs whe bhave sacel.
ficed sheir lives for the cause of
polltlcal likerty snd independence,
They were the moar |mporcant
beroes wha saerificed thair ljves
- thair ftruggla - asajnse imme.
elalism and - tharaby  laid the
foundation far nachanal awrakening
in cha future, The next cacegary.
of haroas in my assesament based an
natianal Ideclogy and thelr cans
tribution tothe kindling af nacian.
alist fonlings  of che massas of
the appressed pacple af Sr) Lanka,
are tha segment of the educared
Bhikkus of the portad, who, through
their numerous effarcs to rajuvanate
eultura, religlon  and language,
inj=ctod o fealing ol matlonabism,
atd they Inchaded in chis gl
iy ke Wellvlea Baranankara, Hik-
kaduwa Sumangals, Walahe Siddar.
tha, Waskaduwa Subhut| 37d Raema.
lane Dhammarama.

People who opposed Imparizlizm
aid chose leadars whio adopred
viatent methods co defeas imperi-
alise  domivation < in the  1sland
were iraltars and thelr admicers
wera not allowed o rasuprecek
their Images to derive natioaalist
nspITeTiah to  generace  papular
feclingz “agalntc —ealonlal rule, |n
such 3 coatext, the oppressed
Preplas — natlvas in tha language
af cha imperializes — ware pras
vencod from. dantifylog their eryga
mitianzl  herocs.  This was nac
proporly actomplished” oven aftar
Mmdepandence in- 1948, i was anly
In 1956 ‘chac 8 process of reho.
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bilitacien began and poople, gulded
and motlvared by & new sense
of emancipariot, began to recognise
naticpal herses. making a. distines
tion  pacwaen the patriotz  wiho
wanted o averthrow hnperialism
and. those of pro-impariallsc eans
jtitotlonal . refarmers, 0 15 in
Lhis changlng hiskorical concexe
that  wa have ra cxamine the
irmpact made by Warlyapals Surad.
galz en the pose-1BIS Jevelop
ments In- ehe arana of Yinhala
natfenalism. A patroit 15 ane who
makas an outstandingly remarkabis
cantribution to the development
of . natlan and the maorive should
net ba selfintergse, In the grast
prathoon of patrlots, there wera
A large nember of leading bhikkos,
whoe dliplayed raligla rationalism
darivad from cha island's rational
ldeology: they also excellad in
art and ficerature. Wellwita Sara.
nenkars, Waline Siddartha, Hikka-
duwa Sumangala, VWaskaduws Sub.
huel, Ratmalane Dhammarama, Pela-

neNajiragna, Keratota dhammarama,

Moratara Dhammakandnl, Kirama
Dhammananda, Safrela Manirazana,
Mohort[watte Gunanands, Ambalan-
goda  Dovananda,  Battaramulla
subhutl, dakendawala 5iri S2ranan-
kara stand prominent o this
Hustrious line of pacriacie bhikihys
and - they, ' in  addition to che
parminant coneribusfon fnada o
lariguage ard lizaracure, playad 2
leading. role i awakewring the
peaple’ Udskendawala $iri Sara-
rankara bacare a fire brand natlon-
allst playing a ploneering rolain

the jsignd’s l=fc wing politics.
In._ riy view, the heginnlng of
thelt  anti-imperiallsm and  che

imbibing of patriotism coyld be
eraced to the patriatic epjiods
with which Warlyapala Surnzagala
Was aszofiated. -

VWallvita Smranankars and Warlya-
pela Bemasgals reprosented che
twin = fotces . that - halp=d o
rehabificate “the buddha Saszni In
a timg ol eurbulfance,  The advant
af che Partugzess Brought abour
# detling in the Sanghs, whasa

dedicated  fracernity, in thair
effarts es prederve  the  Sasans
35



and the historic influence on the
Sinhalese nation, migrated to the

Kandyan State. In the time of

Rajasingha of Sitavaka, the Sasana
faced the challenge of destruc-
tion; Buddhist texts were des-
‘troyed and bhikkus faced numerous
difficulties, Including death at the
hands of the king. This period
in our history witnessed a marked
decline in the organisation of

the Sangha; it had a2 menacing

effect on the Sangha that a lot
of them disrcbed themselves.
The Kandyan State, with a view
to arresting this process of decline
took several measures to resusel-
tate the Sangha in the time of
Vimaladharmasuriya who re-esta-
blished the Upasamapada. In this
great task, he was supported
and asisted by the good advice
of Devanagala Ratnalankara Thero.
Yet another feature contributed
to the decline of the Sangha
was its close asociation with lay
affairs, and this led to the
disappearance of the religlous
content from the dispensation.
The absence of ‘Silvat bhikkus®
led to further deterioration, and
it was In this background that
Robert Knox recognised kinds
of bhikkus during his time of
captivity - in the Kandyan hills.
In the period of Vimaladharma-
suriya’s reign, measures were
adopted to restore the Buddhist
~ Sasana  and despite efforts  at

restoration certain bhikkus conti-
nued to disrobe themselves. In

fact, some of them retained the
without taking

Samanera status
~to Upasampada because of their
attachment to interests in pro-
perty. The arrival of the illus-
trious bhikku Welivita Siri Saranan-
kara on the scene characterised
by the decline of the religious
institutions, changed the religious
environment of the Kandyan State
which now became the tole reposi-
tory of Buddhist traditions and
knowledge. Saranankara Thero,
entering the Buddhist Order in
1712, ' travelled the length and
breadth of the country searching
for fountains of Buddhist know-
ledge, and wich the sole purpose
of purifying the organisation of
the Sangha, he wanted to re-
establish the Upasanipada in the
- country. It was with this 2im In
view that he organised the 'Stlvat

5

Samagama' a reformist movement

developed within the order. Under
the guidance of this movement,

efforts were made to break away

from the irregular practices, and

to stlck to the rules and regu-

lations prescribed in the Vinaya
texts,

on the learning of the texts
and the strict observance of the
rules laid down in the ancient
texts. The practice of mendicancy
was again restored, and all these
changes in both the organisation
and behaviour of the bhikkus
impressed the king who now
. decided to extend his patronage.
The ancient role of the Sangha,
and its place to the affairs of the
Sinhalese  State, came
restored, and the tradition asso-
ciation of the Sangha with the
secular power structure in
Kandyan State received prominence,
Malwatta and Asgiriya received
recognition and prominence as
the two . leading monasteries,
which derived legitimacy
the patronage extended by the
State. In this period, the Kandyan
people showed intense loyalty to
the Buddhist institutions, and
this was an [ntegral aspect of
the Kandyan social organisation,
The bhikku in the Kandyan State,
apart from the spiritual influence
they wielded, exercised conside-
rable political power in the land,
and this was primarily due to
two Iimportant social factors.
They were the traditional repo-
sitories of learning and knowlege

and owned vast acres of land-
which was a source of power
and influence. In addition the

bhikkus, especially the Mahanayakas

and the officials of the Buddhist

hierarchy were the members - of
the aristocracy. The Kandyan
aristocracy, which was primarily
a land-owning oligarchy, main-
talned its inter-locked relation-
ship through bloc  ties and
marriages.  Their
national economy. Inter-twined
to this social system was the
presence of the bhikku as yet
another central force .in
Sinhalese State structure
exercised  considerable polictical
influence over the Sinhalese
populace, In other word, the close
~ assocjatlon. between the Sangha
and the secular political authority

that
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Again  emphasis was lald

to be

the

from .

possession  of

the

~came to be established after the

purification of the Sasana under
the  pioneering leadership of
Welivita Saranankara Thero, and
It was: this combination of the
two social forces that Impelled
Governor Maitland to describe
the bhikkus as ‘a political englne
which the King of Kandi s
continually edeavouring to keep
in -his favour’, This 'was the

“traditional position of the Sangha,
~and ft In fact, was the central

feature of the Sinhalese political
culture. The recognition of this
central fact-place of Buddhism
and the role of the Sangha in

_ the affairs of the State—from which
~derives the basis of the national

Ideology of the island — led to
the adoption of the Article 5 of
the Kandyan Convention of |815,
according to which it declared
Buddhism inviolable and pledged
to protect its rites, priests and
temples. This, in political terms,
meant that the Kandyan Conven-
tion guaranteed the preservation

of indigenous institutions, both
political and religious, and It
included the legitimate role of

the bhikkus in the affalrs of State.

The Vidyalankara Declaration of
of 1946, which justified the involve-
ment of bhikkus in politics, was
a part of this heritage. Governor
Brownrigg admicted that without
the adoption of Articles 4and 5
of the Kandyan Conventicn consolj-
dation of their hold on the
country was impossible. In fact,
he wrote that ‘or secure possess-
tion of the country hinged upon
this point’. All these amply de-
monstrate the power and fafluence
of the Buddhist Sangha in the
political affairs of the country:
the subsequent appolntments of
Kobbekaduwa Nayaka Thero and
Mawathagama Nayaka Thero as
Mahanaykas of Malwatta and Asgl-
riya respectively further illustrates
this vital peint. This historically
the influential role of the Sangha
reached this stage due to the
untiring efforts of Welivita Sara-
nankara, and Wariyapola Suman-

gala, giving symbolic expression to :

Sinhalese pride and nationalism,
pulled down the English flag when
a British soldier wanted it hoisted
before signing the Convention in
1815. He refused. to become 3z

subject of the British Emplre




AlECTIan,

before -the sublugstion of the
islgnd  wes complete. A wide
warioty af Interpretatishs  and
epintons . have besn expresied in
respect of - chis patrioric event
essoiontod wich ¥Warfyapals Sunfan-
gala. 18 howowar needs 15 be
ermphasjsed that Wariyapals Suman.
gala, by defving the British ae
che very hour of their jmperia-
lstlc glory, laid the foundatjon

far che struggle against imperia:
‘NemYand the Singha, in . waried

ways, tAme fe he  invalveds dn
ehe ' strnggles of (B8, 1834, |R4n
end EB4E. The Sanzha entered che
mnti-imperialise’ serugels and it

manested [nowarlous spheres af ae-

tiviey, one sgnlfleant mileivane of
which wag the Vidvalsnkara Drecls-
ration of [%4h which- recogn|sed
the palitical role of the  Bhikiy
% fepitimate. ore thar derived
insgricat|on from thls hepjeage of
the bhikka, Bhikkas in the 19ch
century, ehrovgh |lcerary aerivity,
deductie pocery and debares on
raliglous jssues, got  therselves
#elively soclallsed ince che orena
of _mationalist pollizkea. . Miguzen-
watce Gunapands, mabllising Sin-
halege resistance to che mizs|ana-
riez, played a kind of anci-colonial
role. VWaskaduwa Jubhutl, thrcugh
hic  Ijeerary actlylty, plaved “a
simitar - rale  whils Wellgarma

Sumangila made 13007 the Buddhise
renalssance  movament @ for  the
awakening - af Sinhaly natianalfsm.

Historians, espaclally thote wri-
kape: wha narrated  ehe atory
fram. the: point of wiew of  the
Imperialists, pald ¥ary sanc attens=
Elen toccthe Warbrapola Sumangals
cplsndn - and . chis parbaps was
matlraied by cha nesd Lo abljs
toratm - irs o relacienship ta - the
natienal  wonseiolEnest | of o the
sinhatesa pecpie. The Sumangala
cpisode recaived praminence in the
hands of such weirers a: Tewna-
koon o Yimalanands,  Dalaphilia,
Walpala Rahula whe, in particdlr,
troscad  Ehiz patlickie event g
o signtficant “=lement  moulding
the heritage af  the - Bhikky in
the counecry. Arcording to this
historical -vigw, the Bbhikka fs an
Intepral facear n' the socisl and
p-:|||t|l:31. heritae of tha :c_:-.unl,.r].'.
end 4z Is chiz Tier itzgs shat makms
the Sangha the most  pewerful
pressurn group  |n the o opoliclcs
of tho  eouncey., The Malwatca
gng Asgiriya Chapters cradicionzlly
BCERRL Ald - assume the role of
cha two Teadmp: prosure groups
and the rentinued  goncracion of
pressura on natlanal 1ssues—pollCl-
cil, social, esdhomic and cultmral
is legitimate In she contex: of
the nparicnal |'|Erit1gl: frorm which

I:hc}r derlre sanstant ins?iratlun.
The "53¢l ‘Lankan  Stace  through
this form of leplelmation, gssumes
tha character of ascri=Buddhlsc
sceteeand this, though not oxpress-
Ty sedted i4 eonseitutlonal terms, 1%
Informally represented i the State
semuacdra. A% a permangnt olemen
In chie Sl Lasilan 'P|:|||t|i;;|| culrure,
cthe Sangha will coatinua to play
g izading rofe in detormining and
shaping natloral polficies and Issies:
they. maore than any:othar soolal
Eroup, =an get themsclvas idantl-
fied eatily with national Lssues, and
e 1s cithis nzsionsl accaprance
that bieds  thom  permanently
with our  palitissl  cwlzure. Ne
palitieal movement In o 5el Lanka
and no porson wielding aaljtical
althar(ty can suecceed without the
blessings or the adhergnge of
the . Sapgha  becsuze §t |5 the
mafor- force fn our natlonal culoure
and |E 15 aica the eentral elemant
I our palitical - edleyre, YWarlye-
pola Sumangala, chcrefora, cradl-
timaally eymbalited this  cantral
forca and proved to the worid
that their prime duty was rto
rotadt and safefpard the Sinha-
o5g patian.

(The Rl wext of ¢ commemaratie e
delivered 1o Eady B Prof. Wirea Waesa
grho, Hesd ol alie - Dept. af Folticgl Sciescn
Uedrarsicy of  Farodenipsh

Class, "Caste, . .
(Cantiseed frim poze (21
tignal"” situations, Evaen In the

‘early fifties, caste does nog Zesm

to Fave played the xama  palicics)
robilizing role 25 it does Loy,
For inatance, in the ciectlon:s of
| D&, Nh’i‘ﬂt.‘:il‘.i}': elactorare =
Bathgarma majority aros was
sontested by two princlpal concen-
dery, Meo R, E. Jn}-acllaka ared e,
Do Po Seeunps.  Adchough  belon-
Zing to the inzjority comraunity
Mr. “Setunps was zzondly dafeated
by Mr. Javacilska, In tho same
Gampolt . cdectoraia
which 15 8 Govigama majority area
wegs cantastad by Me MW R de
Sthra -and Mr, Fo M. Jayzsena and
M de Slva won the eloction wich
a slgnifizant mergin.  Mr, Jayatila-
ka' was & Labaur Party candidace
while Mr. de Silvae was 3 ELURLP:
candldat o, I have ‘clted the
alecclons of 1952 rather chan che
wlactlons of | 947, a5 the lacgar @z
svordetermined by ths presence
of the plantacien wrorkers, wha

—— ———e i P

lost. their  woring  rights  after
indepandence. Bue from the ‘mid-
shxctes oawsards, 1t is -a-problam
whather thesg two seacr could be
olactorally wen by aperson coming
from tha non-fnjority  casce,
whanawer hiz p-:-1'|L'|::.1'I orlgniacicns
or personal poptlaricy may b
Heoweyer, 1t bas not boen tasoed:
Both principal political partles.
gha LLDMLP. as rhe S L.F.P. have
sake cire ro put forwsird candida-
tas belonging to che majoricy
casen 10 alrioat all the e|eceoranas
that chay have contested aftor the
mid—slxtlas:

This ralses an Impartant guestion
refating 1o soclal chesry  pot anly
pertatning co ErlLiska, buc ce tha
sUB-CoIINenT ax a whola, - VWhar
i5 the degres cot which one could
promota cliss esusciousness 10 &
smamantary  social farmation ovar:
cam|ng the boundarics of echnic,
religious and casre divislgns! 15
pessiblethar dn idecingy clésato
clasy consolousnest prevalled areong
fifforont socisl derarm,  includiag
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the bourgeaisie, thewarking elass
and the peasantry, three or Four
deeades back tham It doss now,

I think one i ocblized «ro
conclude by  cautioning egainst
scresms of unllimeal and ynidirec-
tiomal thought. | To o persoa
caughs up in mechasistic thinking,
capitalist growch should necossarily
bring sbout the differcaciation of
claszes and alotg with 1t class
ECONACIQUENESE,  over  Coming and
ever riding  other  sagmentary
differences.  Bot tho wery snaven
nature of capitalist. gprowch 1n the
Scuth Asian repians while Incensi-
fying class eanflicc has zlzo led to
these actual s3sil eonflises ta
express themivives through “'era-
dittonst" sigmentary  djwlslons,
Inharited parclally feam zradicienql
sodialy, but somecimes reinforced

by calonlal ryla- and the poi—
soHlonmial scatns,

Sosod nn @ precengoban delivered o A
Inteenationol Castre Jar Biagk -~ Sudies
Colembn, March  |985
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL RODRIGO

Buddhism and Christianity:

Toward the human future

Rev. Michae| Rodrige —
‘he had a dream. .’

Michael Puul Raddipn, Cblats of Mary. was barn on 30k hrne, 1927
ar - Deflweld; Ha find | his ‘eeconddry. eduistion 2t S, Paker's Colle g,
Colombia.

Aleas n shart epell os towehar st Se Peter's, ba jained che Ohlate
Raviclata, Bambalapitlya Lo Seprember 94T, Ho wae gent 1o the lptec-
natlamal  Seholagtitmee  Romes dor his mocleslosoiesf o aeadies znd Badind
suvar g thers 2f cho Grogersen Unlversicy; He owes ordilned prioan
on Trh daly 1954

He wasone af the {irst mambers of che seaff af the newly: candtityted
Pistional Seminary Ampitfei jn [59, " HE wught Parcholopy and  Loph
ctzara gl B9T0.

Fr. Michael sbtained his Ph.O¥ in Philosephy of Buddhiein jn 1959
et the same. Greperian’ Universicy, “aumma comd lende’  dy 1971 1973
He abraingd the Docrorate fn Theclogy 2t tha Lostifits Tacholigue,
Parit while on sabfatical femve. ;

Fr. Mika wax deeply fnvalved In the lisgical aposolate. a5 a young
pricet, He carried ooc 4 varitebls campaign for-the mapningful parclcipstjon
=i the pecple Inoehe Jivicgy.  The reforns of Vazlczn 0 Spuersd him
an to gven further” efeit,  But 25 cima want an he mazurad ae en Ohlate
pricse wndl feallemd the Imporienee of the soclal spartolate

Thatid why ‘I 1925 afier hix Parislan studies, he cpred o wark
I tha Certee for Scclesy and Beligicn, Colomba. From here s joimed the
nwet rfeomas of Badulla wnder Bisken Lo Serayekkara,  Ha was sppoinied
Birecrar of the experimestal Seminary, Sevake Sevara, ot Bandarzwelz
acd tfninad the firsc grous of priesss thare,  The Sxminary was-heavily
arjenced towezrds situatienal: formzclon

In 1980 ho rock snether decisive stap and sstablished s ozl houss in
Lawer Liea - wk Buttala: -This baesme the Doddfize-Christian Blalagas
hama. -

= Fr. Dalyton Forbes, O.MLI.

foa rice-bowl country of Soach

Asig. whore yet some Byddhisc
monks taka the patra  [bowl)
arsund for begging: food/rica from
the peopla, thers tock place in
the year. |818 unwanted raprizals
against che peasancry, cheir tanks
ar retervoirs, chelr homos and all
cheir posiesslons ware destroyed,

An imperialist poveer governiag
that “island - through = Chylsrian
govemar thus brought to noughc
the work of generation: of Buddhise
peazants I oane fel stroke:  This

event, sfared into chair memery
and willynilly vpheld in midd and
fmagination.  ewen & hurdred and
slxby-five wears Jater prodices in
tham & ‘trasvmatlc shock. © Tha
Buddhizt fmenks, cuscediany of che
doftrine  and  koeper: of the
Buddhist way of life are alwa
holdars of the bow] — Barsmetrje
#lan of a pecple's protpesicy ar
povercy, for if thay rezelvo riee
sbote the 'equatar’ of e bowl,
tha peaple are prospersgs, and
if below,  the pasple aro pooe.

Digitized-by Noolaham Foundation.
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q-ut of ohe &f Fr, Wlohzol
odrlge’s [aat sermonz)

In cha uwpsupge of Interesc -|n
Buddhizm,  following Vatlcan 11,
sh in the tearch of the Chiureh's
coticarn fér an Capen, pluralise
soclety, @ group of Christiang fa
prigsc pwwa Wormen rellglouz- and
& Buddhise  young  man  pamed
Somadana okme tooa rural ares
rearly TE0-miles wast of Colomibs,
cepital «cicy of  that Tsland cand
cradbe of the Buddhist scriprures.
fc wias practically in Uve Wellazsa,
the same area wantonly descroysd
by the colanial power in the last
ﬂ_EI'!ELIT{ that we bagan eur abade
and fellawship namad ''Suba Seth
Gedara' {Gagd wishes housze) znd
Buddhise-Chriscian Dialoges  and
Conscientization ;- Wilape Efort,
respactively. on July 1lch 1980,

Within & forcnight of our arrival
In July 1980, the Paya male vihara
ionk askad: “‘when would you ba
leaving ehls place, for we are sure
wou . wanld soon pour water and
paptize." To which a cmall-time
trader, a follewer addad: “Why
don't you see ta polir own religion
and wa will sem o cors?™. Hot
aftgr persistent visits, Interehanga,
pianning together and persevering
collaboratian en Issues, the cidg
curned- by Vesak 1981,  ‘When wig
had re—wrizien with a  lyricle
farmer's help, Buddhlst devational
songs bazed on tho saradbarma
and the dasaparamits {ten por-
fectlons), “and | zeven huncrrc:n:l
goevobaad had listened to them
with awe and respocr, the manh,
Wenorable Alvewcla  Sumanasir
armounced over the address systom;
“The group of 10 Buddhise sinzers
and one cathollc priase-and two
fistars are Buddhist Clristlans,
Buddhists by thalr wulture and tha
cther Group 15 Christian by
bellef and conducc, They have a
large Tisare to honour the Buddia
A% @ grest Aslan teacher, | ragret
having harossod him ae tho scerer
sA¥ing - he hod come to baptize.
Mow, | ktinw that wis hot his idea.

5o, nowe el you, be Tree ta come

hore to go' there o learn che
dhanima, |t {s'the same. Ho oo
Lan pulde you's,

9



On May 215t 1987, he officially.
in the

affirmed his collaboration
Village Effort of Buddhist — Chris-
tian Dialogue by giving his signature
to the Constitution and agreement,
We had come a long way to work
for a fuller humanity. s

Again, when 89 farmers had lost
their harvest due to a heavy
drought we prepared a 34-page
report and went for redress and
relief: the Christian group and the
Buddhist monks and farmers, eight
in all to the local state secretarial
(the kachcheri), A puny official
accosted us: “One religion Is
frightening enough. | get more
frightened. when two religions
come together”, To which the
Veneb Alutwela Piyananda retorted:
“Surely you are not against the
dharmista samajaya (the righte-
ous society) set up by the leader
of the country?” By evening, the
local MP had asked him not to
join the Christians for such work
‘In future. The monk came to us
and said: '‘For whom did Jesus
live and die ? for man. For whom
did the Buddha work? for man, for

men and women. Now let us get

together and work for human
rights’’. We felt we were
together In our distress.

Such events, after our initial

~ survey to asséss needs, organiza..

tion of a Health community; of
recycling drop-outs back to school;
visit to the Buddhist shrines and
holy places for four days their
request; training of 14 barefoot
or rural nurses for |4 villages for
over a vyear; collaboration on
culture of the Buddhists through
- monthly slide programmes; organi-
zation of Kantha Samiti (women’s
group) and Mothers (Union) Group,
with consensus; presentation of
~the Uluka Jataka on consensus;

being better than majority decision

(drama held at the temple),
preparing 30,000 kg of certified
local  fertilizer with twelve
farmers; Vesak day exhibitions to
show the great wise healer
(Mahusadha pandita, the Buddha)
and che divine physician (Jesus)
as both interested in the People's
health and the 600-volume library
of Buddhist, literature, history,

40

drama etc., books — all
endeared us to them and them to
ue, : '

“Whom do humaﬁs_'_sa
that - Fam? - = ©

. desus after a presence of many
months with his disciples asked
them what they and the people
thought of him,
of the Christian Conference of Asja
Christology Conference of Novem-
ber 1984, we presented the
answers about our Jesus Commu-
nity, given us by our peasants.

Madduma Banda (40) now para

lyzed after some village ‘incident,

once said in 1983: | heard you wish
to leave our village to try out
dialogue elsewhere, but please
stay. You will never realise how
much the people feel uplifted
that you like us and our faith, The
morals of our peeple have been
deepened by your presence as
a group. People are the better
for it and | must tell you that.
Piyatilleke, a young lad said in
August 1985: '‘By religious rule:
it seems, Muslims help Muslims,
but here | see that your rules
allow help to be given to Bud-
dists. As Christians you do not

-pretend riches but live poorly and

‘united with us. You educate our
children and drop-outs without
.asking any return. That is loku
pinakk (a2 great act of merit).
Ratnayake said : “You live like
us, close to us with—out exploing
us (sura kemen thorva). You are

friendly and want our true good

(sebe yahapatha). You are religi-
ous (pevidi) and observe it with
- kindness, prayer and ritual. Then
you also honour the Buddha whom
we venerate as our teacher and
‘master’’, D. M. Gunasekera wound
up : “Whatever you do, you do
well and fully.” You do goed.
Thus you help our country. Some
are good to their own people,
You are good to all, | like that,
and that is why | come here®(12)

A thirty-year old one-time
lefeist youth leader wrote in when
we gave the same question, Below
is a summary of what he said jn ex.
tense ;— it

Digitized:by Noolaham: Foundation:
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At the request -

Chow  will

. to  say

“l accept Jesus as founder of
a noble religion, onewho showed
sincere affection for people. He
loved all a5 equals and showed
it by his life, s

-"*The Church lays claim to- -much
wealth and property, and so she
cannot change the existing system.
Difficult to think she will, Same or
many do something, but because

.of the decision of many more is
Yictorious, so truth is sent under-

ground. *'Suba Seth Gedara’ group
Is in tireless effort to see that
truth will win and people better
themselves, i :

“For five years now, in an area
of more than 999 Buddhists, this
little church-group has honoured
our traditional, time-honourad
customs and culture. Many have
have accepted the quiet effective
good work. We like the friendly
openness with which you work
with our people. :

(lAt_

the start, some young
people

watched - you carefully:
you act towards us?
Did you come to turn us to
your ways somehow! were you
an international spy-group or
spy-ring to eventually sell out
our  village! — were questions
harassing us youth. But we went
beyond observation, worked with
you as you worked with people.
There we discovered the true
face of what you call ‘sabhava’
the church.

‘“You understood our sorrow,
aour  plight (dukvedana) and are
really very loving and compas-
sionate towards our people, the
poor. (he then lists what we

‘have done or tried to do). It

is for the poor. it all proves
the true meaning of your house
as Good wishes house, ‘Suba
Seth Gedara’ and 'Susith bavana®

_ convent (house of good thought).

There is a new awakening among
us, a renewal, s :

This  juxtaposition of Asian
poor and Asian religions linked
with the prophetic mission leads
right into the heart of poljtics.
Aloy Pleris, S) goes so far as
that “'the Jocal church




In Asian,  whether fprophetiz or
not, rich ar poor, I3 ca palitiesl
chuesls = neutral chureh 1505
eontradlctlon In Cerms,

Jesda o 3aids o CFeul Twell Gds
greater  thingsM, - snd” o the
Jesus eamndunity must s noet fricces
avway  BuE  consolldata the galnd
ef dialogus outilned 'above,” and
see to [6oothat dielogue dass
not degentrstes TRt b aljeise
exercliee, ong. s roundly rejEcred
by Harvoy Cox In his “Retlgion
in the Secular Cite'', Hepro-
poses to  CHFIstiang T iees
fellowe humans  not  detachediy
or”agprogzively. Tar In some
demarcatad - sphere  of raliglon
but in tha day-coediy o ecmbat
of  real TR Likewite’ ‘hg
detrizs  tha alitist | form of
dilogue  whore  only  religiors
répresentacives  maec., He  opis
far Chrizstizns who with - Hindus
and humanists and - so on, do
thenlagy 0w difforant way:
they da |t oas part of the emer
ging world-widn community made
up.of the desplsed and  rejected
of  the modern world and eksgr
alligs. . . 0 this now communicy
the most intmns|gens of raligious,
eulcural barriers po longer Bave
the powesr Eoo divida’™,

Qe Yillage dwlogue effare i3

Bur pramising praamble te solidar-
iey it this amerglng werld—wide
tofmunity; the Poor coming into
chelF - cwn a5 masters and sub-
[ecee  of - thoir  destiny.  Suel a
dialague will kecp Buddhjus and
Lh Fiztlamity evar wlghlanr Wi !|:|.f|_i:
or watld gocizl relaclonships sre
wrecked when gathared around
coutitel-valdes  of waealth, mGney,
worldliness, sin,  They are foiters
#d and deeponad when gathered
round  the polg of values like
poverty, detuchimont, no-avariés,
athority a3 service, fellowship
and - bratherhoodsiscarhaod  of
hidmans:

Buddhism and Christianity
Through the Palitical

“Everycthing iz policical buc
policics |zt ovstything ' iz 0 paylng
arributed te g lectueer In palitl-
cal sclence In Pariz. The faco-ra
face  of diglogoue " decpans only
in the side-by tide of gollabra-
tlan an tha zroe fyture of che

e e i

Hutnah, I the christlan. opened
the Gozpel dnjonction co o give a
eap of <old “watar then, new he
af she el have oo agitate o
AL up R water-workd e gl
drink. to the chirsty; and this a5
polizienl-sacial © actjon, *Relizian
has’ s dnbulic corrective  withen,
to ‘bBetter Iteelf by ity prophetis
spirit.  The aran of the political
wiil kamp réligion tro= to it
Falth, Inmer .dynamisng  bts  salf-
sacrHlclal spirit, s spiricualicy,
Touching the  liberative  apiric
It will * lessen ‘man’s . inhumanicy
to man.

Found cehrjscian theglopy - musc
arimate ehrittian faith and praxis,
aspeciaily the deinp of choslegy,
gnd cthis inclidss the realm of
the palitical,

[c 1 In Basic Chriscian com-
munities or Batic Humanpeople’s
cammunities ap mrnl:thing ap=n
and similar ehac tha Chureh ean
shed (05 frequent apolitical scance,
Then will we sea  the: Jesus
comrdeity @t work in che wearld
Wehen  the  chwrch i handimzid
of the world, than Jasuzs iz swen
w5 the GSuHerlng Servanc  of
Tahweh at the humbla  service
of the world.  As happensd. in
mast ol Latie Amearlica, o alza
in_ Atz we hopes Dialegue of
Life  and  Dlevelopmént  with
Josriee will make the BCC to
passover o BHLT wharoyar
needed.

satting  Back on Course
toa More Humar Future

Buddhlsm. begar out of the
compassion  of tha Enlightened
One and began as @ career of
unbvarsal liberacion, The movermen:
included menks and puns and also
liy—women, lay.inen, The Angut-
tara  Mlkaya gives namas of
twenty-one  lay  Buddhists wha
bocame  arhats,  who' reached
Vperiection by uriwdring Faith in
tha Buddha, In tha Dhimma, In
the Sangha, npobla vircue, noble
knewlsdge and roble likeratlon,
Honce, Hah:.sn.nghs. In-the entire
communicy of thoss whe rake
refuge n the Buddha., Chamma,
and - the Sangha, ‘In che Ecligh-
cenad e, 0 eha Firm scabiligy
af daoctrine, |n the Commynlcy
fermed By the ward & crpch.

Digitized by-Nealaham Foundation:
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The arder of menks war noc
L temaln jndifferoat 1o ehe suffor-
Ing = &F humanicy. Barn 2t the
Torchbaarer of mankind {Okkadhara
manussznamy, the Buddha 1z sa1d
Ea have boen born for ke hagpi-
negss  of humanlty (manusscialis
hicsubhsiya  jato), Buddhism may:
have begin as an secetica| move-
mant bug it graw [nfs 3. snclal
mavemant,

WSh us, without us, the masses
will  arise; E&VErEign poiwvar s
vecred T cheem.  Afcer owa millon-
nta of Budhizm, and zowveral ren-
curle: of Cheistlanity, Asla 15 st
aoconLimant of contrascy mrormas
wiealth and ludury stare unashame.
d|:.r BE rows an-::.-.'clrt}', d'EF"|'-"ﬂ-
tlai, wratchednoss, Costly medical
eare of che fow side by sjde

T with the maay |f], weak, F.[;}-:i-

cal Breale-downs from . genersiians
ef hard work and low wages,
exhaustion and malnutricien.  Forey
and moro  yaars of amalysis in
Asia has led scholars ta Beljsye
in 2 *rural crisas™t im Asgja, with
it poworty, pocl nucrition, |low
meame levels, wihdesprezd unom-
playment, [ts fource 13 the t=nsion
by comtinuously growing  demands
on agrizoiturdl production wealth
must fargely be mee from [imicad
land  znd wacar ressurces, Thoss
raking In the surpliz . and che
unsaemly prafics Hve in palagesz,
Iar‘ge dwclling: -.fauntlng '.-'ulgar
affluence, drive in limausiaos whils
tha  vast masses have just scopped
oyt from a seaxlled bBus — gnrosd-
worthy bus enunbuswarthy roads
— In ruaral areas of Seja,  Whils
tho few efiloy higher education
and read che higy  literacy-racae
charts in the capital city, lcerally
milions  deap out from schoal
ac an early 2ge, The fow doml-
nace, diccare, control, cajale, the
othors  are  suppressed,  cowed
fnba subrnlegion, vietimz of threaes
thugs, force, despalr.

Through our ¥illage Efforc ar
Dialogwa,  muiriplied  manifeld,
raffected and acted upon,  may
ther be a2 sanor approach 1o
Diglogus. 'to tha Paor, 1o che
Libaratian  thrust so0 - that e
may -move slowly bic sieraly e
the Furure af removing as: best
25 we &n' the o milestones - o
Armageddon,
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CULTURE

Cinema, Politics and Stereotypes

Ajith Samaranayake

he term ‘ethnic conflict” itself

is of recent origin and came to
be bandied about only after the
traumatic and shameful events of
July 1983 when the confrontation
between the Sinhala and Tamil
communities was aggravated. Before
that people knew vaguely
there was some such problem,
- varjously called ‘communal problem’

‘Tamil problem’ etc : but it would

be largely true to say that it had

not impinged on the collectlve

consciousness of the people as it did
after 1983. Therefore somebody
can well ask what relationship
the echnic conflict bears to the
national cinema and why indeed such
a theme as the present one should
be raised in the first place. But
since the cinema and now tele-
vision have become powerful and
influential means of communication

in Sri Lanka today the attitudes
uphold towards the com-
munities and how they reflect the

they

relationship betwsen the communi-
ties in their collective mirror
will. be of vital importance to
~ social health in the country.

Looked at in that sense and
confining oneself primarily to the
cinema — both ‘Sinhala . and Tamil
works pacduced in §ri Lanka — one
Is made to discover almest with
a sense of shock that very little of
the relationships between the com-
munities Is reflected in the indi-
genous cinema. Sri Lanka since
independence has been a multi-com-
munal multi-religlous polity and
there has been an Intermingling
for decades of the Sinhala, Tamil
Muslim and Burgher communities.
But very little of this intermingling
can we see In the cinematic
mirror,
Tamil works have predictably dealt
with a faw limited themes centring
on that community most Sinhala

" films with a few notable exceptions
have dealt almost exclusively with
themes which have been of concern
to the Sinhala people.  While this
can not be faulted since they are
after all Sinhala films one is amazed
at. the absence of a multi-com-

munal dimension in 3 country

42

that -

While the few Sri Lankan .

- noolaham.org-| aavanahain.org -

! This .ies the text of the keynote
: address delivered at the 15th
OCIC film awards ceremony held
at the Tower Hall on March 20.
The theme was "The role of
tha mass media in fostering
ethnic harmony.

where the communities have his-
_torically co-existed. The spate
of self-conscious tele-dramas which

followed after the events of July

983 can be seen as an attempt
to expiate this sin. :

But for this tralt | would not
blame the cinema entirely. It is
part of a larger fallure, a fatlure
to eveolve a commoen

~of the several communitiss would
be preserved while being subsumed
“in a larger ethos. This. failure
can be best illustrated by looking
at Sinhala literature.. . oo

Except for a few works which

were themselves peripheral to the
central stream of Sinhala writing.

there have been no works of fiction
imaginatively dealing with
relationships - of the communities
and projecting a whelesome image
of communal relationships. None
of our major writers perhaps with
the exception of Gunadasa Amara-
sekera In the latter half of ‘Gan-
dabbha Apadanya’ have dealt with

the relatlonship between the Sin-

halese and the Tamils — relation-
ships whose progressive deteri-
oration have now exploded with
cataclysmic fury all around us.
This insularity of our

the entire intellectual elite in the
country. L :

This is why | have already said

that | would not blame the cinema

entirely for this situation. If we
iook at the Sri Lanka cinema we

see that by and large the cinema,
has. upheld attitudes which have

been favoured by the sociely at

large. The cinema has not been:

Digiti'zed. by Noolaham Foundation.

_pagating any radical ideas.

tradition
where the separate identities of

the

] literary
intelligentsia points to-a larger
fajlure of vision on the part of

used in thz main for challenging
the existing orthodoxies and pro- -
In such
asituation it has not been surprising
that the Sinhala cinema has been
largely satisfied with perpetuating

- this blind spot in our soclety and

behaving as if there was no problem

between the communities in Sei

Lanka. After all most of our peliti-
cians and Intellectuals too were
quite satisfied to do the same untii
disaster almost overtook us.

 However the cinema was placed
in a better position vis—a-vis the
other media to project a plurality
of outlook because of jts very.na-
ture, Cinema being a communal
art most of the technical and
other backroom personnel at least
during the infancy of Sinhala cinema
were Tamils. So were most of
the leading film producers. Thus

_in the cinema we had a climate

where people from various com-
munities worked side by side in
a spirit of camaraderie, The first
Sinhala films were produced in

- Madras while the story line, chara-

cters and music were bodily lifted
from the then popular Tamil films.
But as | have already said the
cinema largely upholds establishad
standards and values. The theme
of these early films was dichotomy
of the poor boy wooing a rich girl.,
But there was no feeling of class
consciousness in these films. The
poor boy was not oppressed by
any sense of his own poverty or
Inadequacy. On the other hand
by the last reel he would be
himself incorporated into the magle
circle and win the hand of the
rich gitl by vanquishing the upper

class  villain. :

No sense of realism penetrated
_this opaque facade erected by our
early film-makers. In fact very

soon these fantasies propagated by
film-makers heavily in debt to the
dream factories of Madras. and
Bombay were generating a reaction,

~ Their® dependence on the in_dian-'

cinema, the total garishness which
characterised . the end products
and thelr complete alienation from
the prevailing reality of a nawly




resuTEeEnt country  provoked scrong
crfciclam on tha pare of the ericles
v the Sinhaly Janguage newspa<
pers.. Thiz amvittde was egjbemised
mast powerfully by Jayaratne Wil e-
goda whes spare Ao regalar Alin
revlew to the ‘CHpamina’ undar the
pagudanym. of "bayavilal. Hawever
A3 PecEnl Pasaarohers cuch a5 Gunas
srp Bilva have painted out’ Jayavi-
lal'steenchant film roviews expasing

“the Sinhala  ernamals depznd:ll:e

an the lndisn cinema ware alzo
[mipelled by & stréhg pzerjoic
jripulze Bodderjng. on the ehavi.
niscie.

In resction che ilm-makers hegan.
turning In:Tﬂ::in,glg.r ta the F:,:I:nral
simphcitles of the Sinkaln willage
as celehrased by the Colomba Foets
a¥f t.hr:: time, The filmz af fjrizs=na
Yilimalawsera - merged  Into  sech
fileris of the T80 s ax ‘Kurdlu Bedda
and = Sikury Tharuwea' which affer
Uit a pictire of an jdeallied willape
life. Berween ehe aljza moricros|-
glez ol the South Indian-inspired
filrm Andustry and the some what
calleow  romanticism  of the new
Sinkala film  Ehere waz VEFY lietl=
rapm for any sense of redlism in
ehe Sinkala cinema, ROt ewen when
sichi & crsalizm carte in the Filnmo
Beginming  ‘with ehiss= of LEester
James Peries whae we see |z that
ehat  the Filo—maker CpErates in
a1 milieu and wrjth a cast of charae-
ters  which preclides the sther
communitiez |n the countey.  This
wa Fan sEa gyen u;.-:tzmllng ta thig
tase of religion, & has beeome

Cmzndatory for the averzge tele-

drama to pey plous homage to the
village priest buc thers = very
lfeelaia eicher #inema or televizion
which partrays the WAy af  life
of ‘any. other religion. ‘It isonly
now  that rese=archers ke Sunil
ﬁ.-ri:r'a.rn.tnz hraws El-&gun F.‘.}'in RE-
tention to the rich bady of Cathellc
reltgious  musie.  In cthe clnema
perhapz 'Draviyeni Obs Kehida® can
be singled out 2z a popular treat-
ment of & Thristian theme whlla
En !:II!. VT L e i "I";n;lrrn-.'..}.-a1 Bharmea-
ity - Bandararayake makos ase of
tathelic) syinbalism 6 ‘cxplaripg
che: traubled psycho of s gulic=
ridden protagomnst,

Admiccedly 1t 15 not an mady
cask ta deal sansitively and realizti
cally. with commuonal ‘relations ji
a multl-communal councey,  InoSel

Lanka khis: is made doukly difieult
by the fast that the  commonal
pm!‘rlzm har B=ei treated gz the
rdirey | Ittio s=cret’ af-polictes. We
have on the whole  pended ta
fgnors 1t thinking ‘that i weodld
ED away,

Tha- lack: of -such” opennass  has -

ensured that the questlen should
hecoras  a - milng, field  which  Faw
creariva arolsgos, et alane - fifn-
makiere,  Rava ventyred fnso.

The historlan. of sultwre and
ddeasin o SrloLanka will nace the
period  when & -Sinhala. Depari-
mant: funciloned -ac the' Jafnma
Unisersicy. (gt 8 tlme. when
ATLEMIpYs wera made ©o chenge
this siceatlam: seme whao. During
this ‘rlme woung Slnhdla’” Incellec-
tuls and cpaative arciscas Came
e concact with chelir Tamil
counterparts and sach proup was
expaced ro the cqufcura and chink-
ing of the othor, Two slgnlflcant
elneratlc creacions  flowed “from
thiz experlencd — Dharmasena
Pathira)a's” "Ponmanl® and  Sunil
Arlyaracne’s "Barungale’ - 'rhis
faceer film batad on an Iden. of
Gamlni Fonseka's. The firec film

-dealc. wich cthe role of casta In

Jaffna soclecy and  hew Ic - pulls
gqunder twa star-crossad lovare
The other dealt wich che whole
questian -of  Enhala Tamil  rela-
tiang diring & timeaf csmminal
disturbamce  [In ehis o case the
1958 communal risrs) with th=
emphaasis on  haw  eammunzl
differences disrupt ene particular
life, chat of che @ protizanjst
Madarafa. Boch films drewr higavily
ot the sighcs and  seunds . of
laffns and If for no other reasan
have te be noced far infroduc.
ing the northern Tam|l milieu inco
thie eonsciareness of the Siahals
film gaer,

‘Ponmani' |5 one of the more
natable SFi Lankan  Tamil  filmes
in eohceptioh  and - egcution
but  was' perhaps  roo much
in- C Adwanee . gf  the  Tamll
eansciousness “of  the'cme Inftg
diszusslon of csee. In 'Sarungala’
we see Temil public  sgreang
coping  with' the - facg of his
Tamjlness a0 - a ' predomingnily
Sehala  offlee miliee apd o some-
what sleazy luimpen  proletarian
bagkpround, He had . been In
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lowe teith 2 Sighals women |ust
85 Wiy own siscer’ “had  bean in
wWith 4. young man of 4 jowly
casea. At s tima of hejghrensd
temmuqal feelings che fim—malkar
cancraats the moral  eowardics
of - the  middle—clafs  Shhaleze
wicth the much mare I-:zalr.h}'
and  robust o resction  of rhe
eban thup gltholgh In 2 momene
of intowication he 14 eapeble &f
communnlism. YWhile ‘men are
gither pocd or bad the whale
camemoyal problem ix attriburad
ta “third ¢lass™ or ‘dirty” polie
ics, But It 85 precisgly chis
dirty. or thitd® elass  polieie
whleh consumas. Madarajg and jr
is mo _mere;{ ercugh 1o blame
the dirty Yitcle paliticlans, Therg
are. social  forces  whieh. havg
creaced the  consemporary  com:
munal oleavage  and thete havg
to he  destified,  Agiin  In
Laamini Fanteha’s own ‘Hotivalige®
tha wietim-af. a communal  ateack
folng 2 t=rrorist greup,  But
who or what forgas were behing
this  eammoral  actade? lze't g
the zame forces which had mgda
it;° Impogssibla for  che . honeso
polices alficer © whe 2 the film's
protagenist - to  de  his  duty?
Wichout 3 deep-gaing discussion
of the policleal arpins  of
commopallsr W oar glma no
clear picture of the problam s
Ennibk:. Unfortunately in 8
anka wa do nat seom e have
matered sCill for  zech a dizcos-
gich to be conducted dispasslons
atefy to Cnor omonstlon  mne
tabooes  [mposed by polic.
cally-motivared  eensorship  an
the . fitm maker.

All this docs npt mean that |
undersseimate. by gny ridans the
diffteulti==. faceing rha filem maker
NenLUring into tha pollitical riain
fleld of eormunal  relatloss; In
fact tribute hax fo be paid to
the above film-makers far daring
te tackle howsyar  partially the
problem whan miost  paliticians
and. Intellestuals Cuncil- recently
wera Copting o re bury thelr
heeds In tha sand,
sense of gullt suffered By mose
saasitlyo and progressive arcistes
cgwards the Tanil pesple any
attemps fo trear - ehis theme can
well produce axercieet |n maws
klshness or zelf laceration, They
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can well end up by upheldin
a kind of exaltedy : .
represented for example by the
profusion of children singing
Sinhala-Tamil songs in tele dramas
which we see these days. In a
sense we are still too close to
the crisis of our times to sece
it dispassionately let alone discuss
it eritically. -For this reason |
can not forsee any attempts in

the near future to treat the
theme of inter-communal rela-
tions -in any mezningful way in
a creative work.

~In fact much has happened
since the late 1970°s when films
like ‘Ponmani’ and “‘Sarungale’

were made -to radically transform
our consciougss  of the ethnic
problem. The rising Tamil mili-
tancy which assumed anarchic and
nihilistic forms, the anti-Tamil
violence of July 1983, the escala-
tion of the civil war in the north
and the east and now the advent
of the Indo-Lanka Peace Accord
and the Indian Peace Keeping
Force have altered everybody's
perception of the problem. The
rising violence on both sides of
the communal barricades have

humanism

hardened views on both sides
while the minority of moderates

~and enlightened observers of the

problem are being increasingly
~driven to the wall, This isanother
‘reason why a dispassionate scrutiny

will not be posslble in the near

Afuture.

Howevér the  film-maker and
the television artiste can do
something to negate some of

the communal stereotypes which
are commen In popular culture,

-As far as the cinema and tele-
vision are concerned | must say
that chis is far fess common than in
the Sinhala theatre which recently
was plagued by 'Neinage Suduwa’
“Sergeant Nallathamibi’® ‘Sathasi-
vam’ and the like almost as if
Tamil or Muslim sterotypes were
necessary to enrich the Sinhala
theatre. Such streotypes are
mercifully very much less in the
cinema and. television.
one of the major chailenges in
these areas will be how to
project. Tamil and Muslim charac-
ters through the film and televi-
sion without caricaturing their
accents and mannerjsms,

any discussion of = communal
relations is possible “on screen
~and over the box a major poli-
tical djalogue is called for on
‘the nature of the communal
crisis ~ of our times, At the

~moment we are only still going

“two main communities has pushed

‘artiste can do
Is limitad.

In fact

Therefore to _su-mr_narisé-, before

through that process and only
the vagust outlines and contalirs

of such a dialogue is discerni-
_bl_e at the moment Moreover .
tha polarised atitudes of the

back considerably any possility
of a consensus - or a common
identity of interest,s What the
in this context

At best he can only uphold
the values of a bread huma-
nlsm and appeal to the soul
of the people above the din of
the political market place. At
worst he will himself succumb
to that din and add his volce
to the hub-bub of the contem-
porary communal jungle. For any-
thing more tangible we will have
to logk to the future and not
the very near future elther. '
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Nikolai Bukharin: A Centenary Reassessment

Regpie Siriwardena

[alal Bokharin wes one of the
sreat figures of Russian $ars.
ism A (65 - horals perisd,  Like
savoral ochars “In ‘that  Beiliane
constellation — the mean of 1917 -

heowss £ omany-slded personzlicy

— apalicical activisc an Inrelleernal
gmd wricer whota InfarasTs ranged
ovar philesophy, the slences aid
literatura. During the posterevalu.
thonary ¥oars, he was ac aneand
the samo time a meomber of the
parcy.  -Politbirear  and  of “the
aoviet Academy of Sclencszl  Ha
wraad efie s of the leage inechanist|c
af MMarsise  cthesriges o 6fF  that
poricd on ahe seslal dirnenzicns
of Hreratura.  Tragleally (chaugh
nob surprisingly) he -berame also
ane of the malar ¥ictline &F che
Sgalln diccatarship. In 1938 he
war the prinejpal acoysed jn the
Hﬂ_smw Trial of thar vear, whera
ho-and cweaney others were cher.
gad with esplanips in the s=rvicn
of “forslgn  Incelligenes sgencies,
troasen, saboripe, political assassj-
nation and Conspiracy co everthrom

“the seata - Togesher  with - rrost

af the other accused, he  was
sencenced to death and exoouted,

Lase month — fifty years after
fiis death — Bidcharin and ce—accused
ware fully e<onerated” oF rheze
charges: by o docras | of  che
Seprema Codre of tho SSE and
rehabilltated, The officls] commu.
rlgue annauneiug this declsion said:

Az hag boon esrablizhod,  ths
pre-trial nvescigation. of tha
ctee was roaducced With pross
viclacion  of socialis  fezality,
with factd belng  falzifled - and
sdmisslons af gpullt wrung from
greuzed thraagh unlawful maans,

Thuz Bugharin’s awn prophecy
was WHiflied.  Inhoa lecter 'teo the
future gengracian of parcy leaders!
compozed on crhe’ ove el ks
arrest and made publicin Masesi

anby in- Movamber 1937, he had

gxld, 'l o sure thhe spoper. or
laces the fllier =f hiscore il
wash the dirc from my head.'

Wihile - an Sallalst Heeraturs
Bukharin was for 2 long cima
remrezented as the wreekdr -and
TraiEsE,- the image af hip CEn
Trotsxyist dizcourse was hac . of
the "rpend of the kulak' whosse
palitieal vigtary in che 'Cweantias
wotkld | have led tooche resceracion
of eapiralized, Thersa: 137 a  Fiead
and - recurrent rale in which Buk-
harin Tlgures [0 TroLEkyiss wwrlie
Eip biecwwas the  man owhe el
to the: pessants, 'Brrjeki yoursel-
vext™ Bukbarin-did say that At
cng-palnt ef thme; b 32425,
but to make cuc chat was =1l ks
stood for ksiss distorting a5 0t
would be ta roduce  Trotskylsm
to |:|'|i_= Face th:!:.ln 1 T|'|:.||;$k}'
wanted che trade unlons - assimi-
lated inke the scato apparatur.

In wv-own rethinking  about
Sowiet Rsrory Iooteck me s long
Eima £o evareame the prejodices
Agalnst Bukharin = acquirzd  from
the, Trotskylst cradition [n which
| way ac aae tirte aducqted - Tha
Inlclal beeakchreaugh for me came
fnom che American scholar Staphan
Cohen’s swudy Bukharin  agnd phe
Golshavk  Aevalution {1974} CTahen
areued that the difusion of eca.
nomle pawer that Bukharin strove
far cin chie. ‘twentios  could have
bean a counter te o che' growth
of ‘the manolithic and discacorial
scate, and that Bukharinism  was
charefare a real snd wizhle alter.
nacive  ea Sealinfsm, 35 Trooskyism
WEBZ MOt

A odecide cand & half after the
publicacign of  Cohen's  bBock, 3
gifnilar wicw Is  being  expressed
by an emergenc school of thonght
In khe  Sovietr Hiisn T shall
tame back co thia question ar che
end of “this paper.  Mesnwhile |
wish eo sefer es tho unusoal
interest tn Bukharin that has besn
reflacked  an° the  Sowige  press
durlng tho last few-months, boih
before and afcar hiz fehabiiEatlan.
Inmy own reading of tho Soviet
prezs. (which  is certalnly  naet
mxfaustive) ! ohave <come  #crass
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L prolie of him |6 AMascow Wews
(Mo, 45, E9E7), whish Incorporaces
che. textof ks letiar 1o, postes
vity: a leng = Featurg in Ogonpok
(Mevetibor B — Dacembar 5, 15873,
presenting tha  rominiscences  of
hit, widow, wha 1z stlil Jiving jn
Flotcow: st che aga of 7460 a
davaitatjng porctrale of Yyshinsky,
Sralin’y - public ' proseoutor, in
Literaturnagn  Gazeto (17 lanuaty
1988, with - pertinent  eommencs
an the Bukharin crizl: an article
in foecow Mews [Ne. T, [ak
an tha crial, raising the quoscion
of what - made F-:ii.s.igbll: this par-
verslan: of  justice: 2nd apsln  En
Moscows Mews  (Ma, B, 1933}, an
inkgryigsr wich Stepen Lohan on
The retirn of Mikolal Bokharin®
This Tasr  icend  represonts &
dialogue which ane would have
thought impossible not so long
AR

It has sgemed to me warthwhilo
in thls cancenary year [the Birth
ennlversary 1 In Seprembar) co
focus accention an-Bukharin for che
panefic af chose Wngerested In Sovia:
history of esacerned’ with con-
temporacy Sovlet afrirs. The sub.
Ject of Buklarin as fragls hero js
stimulating to the [tcrary imagls
nachon, | have recencly weltcen
# play on this themg, enzicled
The Long Day*a Task, and | hope
It il be possible to present Tc
an  stage ddring the paxc few
manths. Whas ﬁ have sought 1o
fareground in the plav 15 the inter:
relation beztwesn  tho  political
drima and the deoply Mg
porsanal swory of Bukharinand his
wife. The pressnt paper |8 meant
to be complementary to the play:
W5 an attempt tooexplors Buk-
harla's pelicical rola more Ay
chan was  possible within  tha
limice of a dramaticform. Haweavar
It:-H pot my |ntantiod Lo fostor &
parsomality - cult of Bukharln of
the kind that was promaoted Far
Stadn during his Hfacime or thar
wiftlch has Beea bailt rousd Trotsiy
by the more gpcricical of ks
adherents, Bukherin was an fmper-
fecr, ofeen ecring, fAgare. 2l too
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vulnerable in the relation betwaen
his strength and his weaknesses,
He was a humane and deeply
sensitive indlvidual, and he could
break down emotionally in political
crises. We are told that at the
Politbureau meeting in 1929 at
which Stalin secured the deporta-

tion of Trotsky from the Soviet

Union, -~ Bukharin, opposing it,
‘screamed, wept and sobbed’. On
the other hand, a more positive
light Is cast on this aspect of his
personality in an episoede recalled
by his widow. During Stalin’s
forced collectivisation, wich its
attendant famines, Bukharin saw
at a small railway station in the
Ukraine a group of children with
their bellies swollen with hunger,
He was so overwhelming that he
gave them all he had ; and on
returning to Moscow, he broke
down in relating this experience
and sobbed hysterically. No, Buk-
harin was not of the stuff of
which strong-willed political lea-
ders are made. But it is a mat-
ter of personal moral choices whom
one prefers : a wayward Bukharin
an_iron Stalin or an intellectually
imperious Trotsky.

In the early post-revolutionary
years Bukharin stood on the extreme
left of the Bolshevik Party. He
was the leader of the faction
in 1918 advocated revolutionary
war with Germany instead of what
he considered a capitulatory peace.
In the next period = that of the

Civil War — he shared with Tro-

tsky the illusion that the military
regimentation of the economy
represented an advance towards
‘socialism, There s little | want
to say about this period except
that both on revolutionary war
and on war communism Bukharin
was entlrely wrong. | :

The fact that? between 1918
and 1920 Bukharin was on ‘the
‘extreme left and that " between
1921 and 1929 he moved to the
right has been

of this personality, carried over
inte ‘politics, | would suggest
instead: that he was politically and
intellectuatly immatire in cthe early
post—revolutionary years, and that
the later period represents his
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barred by two orthodoxies.
-was the Soviet orthodoxy which

‘a  practicable
Stalinism

interpreted as ‘a
sign of the emotional instabilicy

“stand
‘us to cope better with the present

growing out of the exuberant
illusions

 case, what has come to be known

of his youth. In any

as ‘Bukharinism’ s identified by

_his position in the inner party

struggles of the second half of

~the ‘twentiles, and it is on this

period that | want to concentrate
here. Before 1 go into this, how-

~ever, | must first make two preli-

minary polnts. '

The first is that when | use

-the terms ‘left’ and ‘right’, | am

adopting them in this context
merely as descriptive labels, There
is no implication that what is
referred to as ‘left’ is inherently
correct and what Is called ‘right’
is inherently wrong, or vice versa,

The second point concerns the
object - of this review of past
history. For a long time a re-
examination of these crucial years
in which the destinies of the
Soviet Union were decided was
One

prevailed until recently, and which
presented the history of the Soviet
Union as 2 continuous path of
progress opened up by infallible
decisions of the party leadership.
The other was the Western or-
thodoxy of the cold war, for which
dictatorship was the necessary and
ineluctable outcome of a regime
based on Marxism, For both or-
thodoxies, therefore, the question
whether there could have been
in the mid-twenties and after an
alternative to Stalinism did not
arise, If one rejects both these
orthedoxles, as | do, the ques-
tlen becomes a real one, even
though it is open to the imponder-
ability and speculativeness inher-
ent in any exploration of the ifs
of history. However, to ask
whether Bukharinism represented
alternative to
s not to indulge in a
merely fanciful exercise of the

_historical imagination. The lessons

of history be derived not
only from :
from the vanquished. If the object
of historical

the

can

past so as to enable

and the future, the opportunities

_ Digitized:by:Noolaham Fetindation.
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_and

trade and

the wvictors but alfso

study is to under-

missed, the 'péth_s not taken, are

~as relevant as the courses actually

followed by those who were In
command of the chariot of history.
It is for that reason that there
is going on In the Soviet Union
today an earnest, and sometimes
even angulshed, interrogation of

‘the past by Journalists, historians,

political scientists and creative
writers. But it Is not only for
the Sovlet people that this process -
of inquiry is relevant, An as-

- similatlon of the lessons of the

Soviet experience of the ‘twentles
after s valuable to any
contemporary society seeking to
take the road of radical social
transformation. :

In the period | am concerned
with, Bukharinism was associated _'
above all with ‘a certain orlen-

tation towards the peasantry, In

1921 Lenin had called off the
rigours of war communism, and
begun the New Economic Policy,

which abolished requisitioning of -

grain from the peasants, re-esta-
blished a certain freedom of

exchange for the peasantry, -as e

well as making concessions toretajl
_ small-scale industry.
Bukharin soon became an enthusias-
tic supporter of NEP, and it
can be said that right down to
1929 his position was that of
striving to preserve and consoll-
date NEP. =~ e

In his Initlal euphoria for NEP,
Bukharin thought that the best
way to help the rural economy:
to grow was to help the upper
peasantry to develop, so that
they could provide employment

and other forms of economic
assistance to the rest of the.
_peasants.  He alse envisaged a

long and gradual process of deve-

lopment of the soclalist economy:
in 1925 he said, ‘We shall move
ahead by tiny, tiny steps pulling
behind us our large peasant cart.’
These positions Ignored both the
class concradictions in the country-

side and the ‘compulsions of

survival for the Seviet Union

- in a hostile international environ-
- ment.” o L

However, Bukharin subsequently

corrected these errors, and bet-

ween 1926 and 1928 there were




ne - siznificant differencas herween
him and the Stalin wing of the
Party on - poliey  rowarde - theé
peasancry,  Both wers apresd thae
efforts should ba made towards
malnkainlng non-ancEgenisciz  rala-
tion: between the Scice and the
peasanfey —partieylar’y the middle
rzatan:r}' who eensvicdied  ihe
wrEs- majority {6705 in MYLe-27Y,

The supply af grain was  vical
in apdor char o the citjes should
Be - fed, but it was  recagiized

that this should be seeured by
hon—ecercive methods.  Collacris
vization af the land was accepred
a2 ehe  glcimata objective,  bup
Ehif was too ba promeced  with
L 15 =

The eppesltion: o these poli-
£lag. at Ehe “tlme czme fragm tlie
[aft - Cippositian, lad by Troeshy,
and |lened later by Zinaviev znid
Kameaew,  The  positlon. of the
Lefr Crppasition on che pessantry
aas put o it5 sharpeir farm by
Presbrazhensky, one of Tratsky's
follawers,” Preabrazhenszky majns
ealned - ehar -the mosc urgent taszk
of che Sovlet state was thae of
primicive acedmglation — n-Gthae
words, to Tfind the rosources for
Invastment 4o that ‘a socialise
Indusceral wevolution - cowld - cake
aff “with " the  prastesc. possible
gpead. Thiz <oyld only bs done,
he argusd, by explolting  the
peasanLey, juse as capltalism had
dione i earlier gpochs Cin the
¥yagoe

Troosky didp't. goquise 3o far,
hecause -he mapintained . chat  the
cantradietion betwesn the workees
stace and Cthe peasancry in cha
sovret . Hnion  could - only. be
solyed on the internactonal plane:

tn "ocher words, tho Eeropezn
revaizglon - wolld  comg o the
3id of the Sovlet worlking clsss

and release chem from  felation
and. egenomic bockwardaess. But
what |\f the Eurcopoan revelusion
didn'c come?  For Trociky this
Wat wonon-guestion becsdse of
hiz abzoluce Taith -In the revelu.
Llomary  poreftialities of tha
Burcpean profacariat.

Tha [aft- Oppesition
bath - rapid indeserizlisation

wanicd
and

collactivaatldn, bt withaut
ggarcien: In  fect, - Trotshy -was
gl the zame tlme asking “for a
return co full-lnher—party damocs
reey. kA difficuly’ co underscand
how che feft Opposition could
have raconciled these  gwn a@lmz
if thoy had come to power and
thers was na Europoan . revol-
clon fas” there  wacn’td . tn rhie
slzuaciaf Tratsky and hiz followars
would have been engagod in trying

tosquare che eircly, Iz12 arpoa.
biz- -In Tact that  whan.  Scalin
mada  hig Tefr tuep oqn 1928-39

end Jounched ealectivization, he
wai | Implementing  chat  part of
the left Cpposition's programmes
- the waly “wiy In which e
aould have been carried -our at
that tire — that 15, through ferce.

Becwesn 96 and 1917 Bukhzrin
gsslsted. Sialin | In defearing the
laft Oppotitlon and  acquiesced
In - Smafin's messures oo tilence
them and ‘expe]l from the pare
il chese who refizred.  Hiz s=lf-
Justifjcation . would  have  been
that he and Stalin saw eye o
eye on the etonomic questlesns,

capd othatr the cru:-llr.lt:al ¥lctory of

the fefc woul
d [ssstrons
PRASEAEEY,

have provoked 3
showdown  with = che
Howavar, by this
course ke onwictingly - furthcrod
the concentration —of powsr In
tatin's.  hands - and, ultimately,
his own, destructlon,

Far what happened in {928-29
wias that Stalin madé 3 decisive
¢hife  towatds centralised concral
of khe gcononyy, large—scale indus-
trislisation and eollectivisacion of
the land,  The [mmedlate provoca.
tlon - for the ‘overturs in policy
rowards the peargntey wag 5 serias
which threatcnod che food supply
of the towns, Howaver, this changa
must be seen as partof & igeger
shift in direction,  which. rapre.
santed the vittory within the parey
of those groups wha scocd far
the tocal statificacion of che econoe
My - a- Crevolutlon from s aboge:
cartiad through regardlcss of the
human  cosz,  What Stlin 41d ' in
effect: was to take over the aarlier
programme ol the Telt. Qpposizion
and to earey |cthraph. wich Brota)
ruthletiness,
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At tha firat #igns of . cha
irspending . change, Bukharin
panicked. Ha was sill q  the

formal seasela membécs of thae
riling group, with a 1ese opn the
Palitburcaw, But in the symmar
of 1928, he took the unprege-
dented left Cppositian, and had
i SEcret moccing whtlh Kamengw,
The latcer’s record &f thiz conydr-
sation shows chat - Bukharin was
s stete of carrer: he weoufda'c
manklion

e Scalin. by ' pame,
bue  FEeps ropeacing;  CHe . will
stap  at - onothing. O He ]|
dtstr-:h:.r wi. - . He 32 tho  mew

Genghls Khan.' He tald Kameney
that . their . disagreements  wors
of “Far less sigaificancg than their
commonm  differences with Sealin.
Wehat was  ar  staka wiz  tha
preseryvaclon of party and state
grnd  ewen  ehe Ciurelval el all
atalln’s - opponests. 'He ‘g an
gprineipled. dntriguer. ‘daid | Bub
harln, "whe knows anly venpeanes

and the stab  Im tho back”’
Mothing, however. came of

Bokharin’s approach o the lefe

becausa Bath factlons were oo

deeply - conscious of cha idenlogical
differancaz bébwesn themselves tg
b abla ts mako commen cause.
Bukharin made his last stand In
an arelele fn Pravga In Sepcember
1928 and |n document: presentod
to the Pelitbireau sarly in 1929
In these writlngs Te wigeroosly
apposted o programme j Indus-
trializatian achiaved at the oxpanse
of the hiving standards of tha
masses or biased on 2 tribuce’

o be lgeled from the peasancry.

This he sald, would lead to the'
te  Lhe mifitery feudal explolia-
tion of the peasantry, He urged
thac. it was necessary to mantain
1 balanced development berwaan
agriculture and indusery gs weel!

83 betwoon  heavy end  light
industry themselves, Ha [inked
thet® economic itsuas wich the
democratisacioh’  of . che  parcy
regimn, He - &llod  on parky
membBars . 'te taka not a single
word. on, Brust. . . . 04 dEEer poo

2 zlagle ward againsc cheir con-
fcisnce,”

Thase  wers:  Bukhafin s last
tndepandent . pollelcal - pronounce-
menes, Befare the end  of joio

Theiwae oue of che  Palithyreay.

AT



‘defeated opponents,

“have

factual

He spent the next few vyears in
positions where he carried out

the policies of the ruling group
with no capacity to influence them

— as editor of lzvestiya or chief
drafter of Stalin’s new constltu-
tion. However, by 1934 the
space even for sueh forms of
survival was contracting for Stalin’s
The era of
their physical elimination through
the purges and treason trials had
begun. Bukharin was arrested in
February 1937, and became the
main figure in the show trial of

of the following year.

Before | come to the last part
of my paper — an attempt at a

general assessment of Bukharin —

I must refer to the question of
the confession that, like all the
other accused in the Moscow Trials,
he made in open court,

fn 1940 the novelist Arthur
Koestler, himself an ex-Commu=
nist, wrote a novel, Darkness at
Noon, around the Moscow Trials,
His central character, Rubashov,
was a composite figure but bore
in some respects a similarity to
Bukharin. This was enhanced by
the fact that Koestler seems to
taken the idea for his
title from a sentence in Bukharin's
final address to the court. In
the novel Rubashov confessed

because he was convinced by the

interrogator that this was the
last service ‘he could do to the
party. Owing to the great in-
fluence that the novel had, parti-

ctlarly in the ‘forties and ‘fifties,

the theory gained ground .in the
West that Bukharin had in fact
confessed as 2 matter of loyalcy
to the party. :

This view, which never had any
evidence in its favour,
must now be decisively rejected.
From what is known now, it is
clear that Bukharin’s main motive
for making his
was to save his young wife. He
had known her since

he undoubtedly wanted to protect
her from the reprisals that Stalin
visited on the families of those
aceused who refused to co-operate.

®

false confession

_ she was
a child, he loved her deeply, and

“ However, Bukharin also wanted
to make sure that she would
survive in order to fight for his
vindication. He composed a latter
‘to  the future generation of
leaders of the party’ defending
himself, and made her learn |t
by heart (in 1937 it would have
been too dangerous for her to
possess the written text of such
a document). It was this Jletter,
preserved in  memory through
fifty years, that Bukbarin’s widow,
Anna Mikhaylovna Larina, trans-
mitted to Gorbachey in November
1987. At Bukharin's final parting
from her, in 1937, before he
left for the meeting of the Central
Committee from which he was
never to return, he fell on his
kness before her and made her
promise not to forget a single
word of hils letter. From her
reminiscences it is_clear that he
had faith and confidence in the
future. ‘The situation will change,’
he told her, ‘it will have to
change. You are voung, You will
survive.,” He also askad her to
bring up their son as a Bolshevik.

Bukharin's conduct at the trial

is also against the theory of
a willing submission to
the prosecutors. Though he

confessed as much as was necessary
to keep his bargain with them
he denied the most shameful of
the charges — that of espionage
and assassination plots —and argued
with Vyshinsky about them in the
courtroom. He even said, ‘The
confession of the accused is a
medieval principle of jurisprudence.
He must have hoped by these
means to convey, indirectly and
subtly, to the outer world that
the trial was stage-managed.

years after his death? | have already
indicated some of the occaslons
when | think he was wrong, some-
times grievously wrong, in the posi-
tions he took. What is necessary
“however, is to asle whether there
is any part of his thought and
action that remains significant,
that can fertilise socialist thinking
in the presenat. The answer to
this question dependends, in the
first place, on how we evaluate
his stand against Stalin’s forced
colieetivisation of the land,

Digitized by-Noolahar Foundation.
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~who, even while they

~was consolidated

‘We know what Stalin himself
thought of this measure when
he looked back on it In [ater
years. During the Second world
war he told Churchill that even
the ordeal of the Nazi invasion
was not as bad as what he
called the terrible struggle for
collectivisation. Ten millions of
easants, he said, holding up his
ands. It was fearful. Four years
it lasted. But he went on to
add. ‘It was absolutely necessary
for Russia,’ - ;

There will be many people
admit the
immense human cost of Stalins
colectivisation, will agree with
his last judgment. It was neces-
sary, they will say, it was part
of the price the Soviet Union
had to pay for modernisation,
and - ultimately, it made possible
progress :

I think, however, that it it
possible to atteémpt a different
judgment, Even if we disregard
the cost in human lives that
collectivisation involved — those
who dled in the ensuing famines
and In deportation to penal camps
in the North — there is no doubt
that the imposition of the mea.
sure from above on an unwil-
ling peasantry provoked a resistance
which resulted in an immense

~setback to Soviet agriculture. The

peasantry in their bitterness and
despair burnt their grain and
destroyed their livestock. "It has
been estimated that half the cattle
in the Soviet Unjon dled in this
orgy of destruction. And even
when that resistance had bean
crushed, the sullen opposition of

- the peasantry to the new collec-
How do we place Bukharin fifty

tive  forms meant that Sovijet
agriculture remained inefficient for
a long time — in fact, the Achilles’

heel of the economy. Moreover,
the soclal tenslons created by
the violent destruction of private

farming accentuated the trend
towards dictatorship. Before col-
lectivisation, ‘the rule of one

faction had already been establis-
hed in the Bolshevik Party; what
now was the
rule of one man. :

(To be 'contfﬁued)'




Harry Pieris — a life in art

H. A, 1. Goonetileka

As I" =toind fistanlng o rhao
simple ang moving Christlan
ceremony 76 Lanakes  Ino thao sarly
mordlng  sunshind -on. March ¥&ch
as  Marry Piarly war- cremazed,
the flm.of memory - rofled - Bad
forty  five woars: co the time |
tame of agg In i3 —a hoady
configiration  In  many parienal
respeces,; leowas poglimEct)c  yoak
lir—the somnalent local warld of
art when asmall band of twelve

inters, comprising tha 43 Group,
aunched  LEelf oon an pnsuspect-
ing  public scouitomed $90 Tha
gindpering sentfmentalitics and stals
repetitions  of a  rose—colourad
wigicn  of reality, [nadoguatoly
tutared  Eo Pzrq:r:iﬂ: the lvln
thapesand vibrant ealours surround-
o them, and Aot quita able fo
dizeern - the significant forms of
fif= - thalr midse, the make-
pelieve artists of che cime wenc
cheaugh  the bland meclons. of
deplecing . natues  in g raghar
insiptd  precislan jn conformity
with  prevalene and  conpralad
rafleceians  of boudolr Edwardlan
tacce averlaid By s prim Victor-
jan adademicism.

Thls complagenc  enviroamenc
waz soon to o ba [@1d low by the
primary and  |Asplrational eser-
tions “of ths two Wz — [ OF
Winzer, the English paincer and
Chief o lnapeetar of: Apep,  and
Ligresl MYendr, * musiclan, “critie,
plivtographery - colldctor, patron
sitd aesehetiz extrpardinary,  The
Ceyvlon Arc " Club, founded ey
Winzer :© in thz  late tweniies,
Wik’ ln a sebtc the progenicor
of . the 45 Growp, It provided
a placferm For infarmed discassion
and uyshered In s neow vahiole af
agghhacic (ife’ basad on & signj-
fleanc and. juechligent recponse
co @ fresh . understanding - of wihat
palnting ~wwas =] abawr - Tr wend,
In- Briaf, the manifasco oF the
aBw movement. Wendt providaed
ahe fercilizing impetug apd ideo-
fopleal  space. Far  its  [eading
lghes —'Geargs Kevt (his Epecial
procegel, Justin Fierls Ceraniva.
gala, Geoffrey Beling. and Harey

ahiowrroams

“of -cha ‘Big Foor,

“the - most

Piaria — ra - realjze  their  erys
potencial, “The Ehirties beramo
& fruecifying phate i ghe modarn
ﬂe\u‘eh':lprl‘lent ol ark a5 Lanka,
and, wher  che timea wax ripa,
theie arsigts, all Barn -along wich
Whandr  In the Arest feyeq YRArE
of | this eenrury. amea Edgarher
with  eight others znd. exhibicod
ar  the drab,  bue- commodloys,
ol - tha Phntngm;{hlu
JS;II:IEEL}' In Celombe in Movamber

Harry. Ploris,  bord on . AUgust
B0ch, 1904, was . the firsp and
last  Becrotary of tha 41 Group
up’ oo s fiaad s Boeeh exhibition
in: J9ET,  wWitho hiso ddsch @k
[4th March this wear oaly George
Keyt, soon to be BT on Aprll
[Tth, and Baling now Bl, remaln
The lacear
unforiunacely abandaned his Brush
aftar FR4%  Lianel Wendt [boen
in 1700%  died  si= -:I:l}-s Before
Chrisemas (944, worn out by his

curflageing -~ dadigation ta |icreas-

Imgly oxnacting poals of phaeagraphls
perfoction.  lustin Daraniygals
digd o [967. and L. T. B, Manju-
Hg F‘.alph ':|:|.E5:=||| arnd [wean
Porles dled more recently. Only
Gearge Clapssen (barn in 19049,
Aubroy  Collecte i 1920, - and
Kichaord  Gebrigl tn 1924 &of the
youngar  arclabs  in o the  Fmougs
dezon, rEmaln aciive == o
Of Walier Witharna (who had
b plecuras. in that inasgural show,
number ~ian fct) gad
Y.l Thuring {wha had only twa)
do ot Kiow.

On Harry's chouldar: f=ll the
main burdan of keeping che Group

together, bacoming itz pulding
force snd  [eading organisar far
neacly @ qudrter  of A century,

witlle® recagnizing new  talaho zud
ungarching  goung arzisis all che
eima with Nis discriminacing epe
2nd nnorring gift for separacing
trug from falie ‘and the ganuine
fram  the sparicus,  Almuse twe
gencratians cof  arilses O lno thi
courtry are beholdon 1o hls cons
siscant support and his sagacious
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givgn with a chariooéars
BRORIRIEi LY
Ha wraz chejr

royns=|,
Isl=. end | gEamrcus
In werd and - deed:

urfailing - friend aad  mentor o
tha -last,. & omare croll-esll oaf
some caf chem 05 a iributie co

hiz Influgnce — Raggla Candappa,
I#an, M. Fernanda, Tarry Joqklazs.
Shaolton Thabraw, Gaminl WWarna.
suriya, Slta Rulasakera, Mewills
Wasraratne, Suila - Farpaida,
Stanley Kirinde, Ranjich Feemandao,
Swanee  Jayawardena  and. Magl
Abeyzinahe Mot edsntent from
chia - Leginning with essistlng and
CARSEFLInE Wil hif active-confreras
of  the '|:|-|‘IJ=-!1, EE bri.-.-ughu; into
che 43 Group a fow - puraly -
puasive and |[[f2-long scedezats of
art  wha bengfited by disgussion
and  were spurred Into. pacscnal
vopages.  of  artistic  discovery
through his stimulacing guidanee.
Toe price of snnust membership
af this gieclo rematnad Av: rupess,
and  to this small company of
qI:-Extlng spirits | obelonged From
the inseption almesc. | 2an rezall
with an  abiding  nestalgin long
memarable Sundays jn the forzles
Spant. i the  cpacjoys  easa of
tha criginal Barnes Place rasidence,
aleng wich Georpe Clagssen, |yan
Faries, and Richard Gabrisl, who
first introduced me o tha discip-
ling lagle; and neances of arclstlc
theory and oractice.  Harey was
the presiding gemiuz of ol chose
who withed o see wich a new
insight ince  the nature of all
thlags a: revealad |n arc, and
tho  books he often  lenr,. and
adulsed  ane to read and digast,
becama the tools of his el y
trade and  cur Infarmed  taste,
Hz  remained rha mMagliter ll"l'-l.gi-
strordm,

Harry  Piarls- llved, soodied;
and worksd in. Eurcpa for alntas:
s dacade in his formacive years,
and hiz ingslration owWes & greac
deal * to this Influance, Bue his
latwr stay in India, and his long
farniflacicy  and  spudicus  kEnowe
ledge of the bast alenenpes and
stylas din the CIndias and o 50
Lankan tradicions of paineng and
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~ but

sculpture, both classical and folk
made their congenial impress on
his aesthetic sensibilities. He

was an early admiret and publiclst

of the better forms of religious
art, and would speak with undiluted
enthusiasm of certain littie-known
Buddhist fresco paintings in South-
ern temples.
look a little more closely at his
progress at the easel before
concluding this brief evaluation
~of his art and times. As with
nearly all Ceylonese painters, of
that time and later, he first
studied at the Atelier School of
Art conducted by the formidable
A. C. G. §. Amarasekera, but the
true and enduring foundations of
~his art were laid at the Royal

College of Art, London, where

he won his spurs and a diploma
under Willlam Rothenstein in 1927,
It was Amerasekera, in fact,
~who persuaded Harry's mother
to send him to London, where
he proceeded to forget most of
what he had learned in Colombo.
After a year back home, he
moved to Paris where his English
training was subjected to severe
_strain under the radically different
appreoaches in style and technique.
His teacher was Robert Falk
under whom he worked for six
invigorating years. But it was
Rothenstein again who Influenced
his decision to go to India and
Santiniketan where Rabindranath
Tagore and  his ideas became a
powerful  intellectual  influence,
He returned finally to his home
in Colombo In 1938, where his
family wealth and social power
(though = always lightly worn)
enabled him to devote his time
to his consuming passions in arts.
After almost twelve years abroad
three of them In India, the joint
impact of Europe and India was
to influence his palette, mood,
and the impeccable quality of his
technique. His businass concerns,
and his congenial leaning towards
teaching inhibited the full mani-
festations of his painterly skills —
on the occasions he  was
~able to use his brush, without
hindrance  and to good purpose,
his work took on a magisterial
and unrivalled effect, especially
_in portraits of an acutely observed
“dignity and meticuious design,
His

50

But it is time to

use of soft and glowing

colour remarkable,

was shot
through when necessary by darkish
hues = of an ineffable richness.

Preeminently a portrait painter,
he will be remembered too for
his many landscapes of a brooding
and evocative charm, Whether
dotie in France, India, or Sri Lanka
they display the strength of a
restraint inspired by Europe and
a pleasant radlance derived from
the East. All the work of his
mature years Is zlso distinguished
for superb draughtsmanship. He
did not feave behind a substantial
body of work, but some of his
portraits and a few landscapes
bear the '
a true master of his craft work-
ing at the top of his bent and
are likely never to be excelled.
Harry showed with the Ceylon

Society of Arts before 1943, but

thereafter exclusively with the
Group he shepherded In Colombg,
and also with his fellow-artists
in London and Paris. Too busy
advancing the ' causes of his
brother-artists, it is no surprise
to learn that his first and only
one-man exhibition was held to
celebrate his 80th birthday, an
occasion on  which his outscand-
ing talent and immense gifts
were all too clearly on view.
The attractively illustrated broch-
ure published to mark the event
contained some affectlonate tributes
by friends and coileagues. The
private collection of art he
assembled ac 32/|, Barnes Place
is ~the cultivated key to his
eclectic personal taste, and almost
an anthology of contemporary
painting in Sri Lanka,
The painters of the '43 Group
were
. of public ridicule and opposition,
but Wendt was there to disarm
the . pseudo-critics  with  his
devastating pen at the beginning,
Throughout the  twenty-five years
in which ‘it funccioned as a kind
of ‘new wave' however, official
apathy was conspicuous, a philistine
elite  turned wup its pretty —
~ pretty nose, and a largely preten-
tious and ill-informed press ignored
its importance.
so long was, in great measure,
due to Harry’s tenacity and his

unsparing beljef in the significance

of what it had to offer to the
national ‘iphericance. In an in-
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_and

distinctive Impress of

subjected to a great deal

That It survived

the meantime

humane political climate, where
Intellectual  sophistry  flourishes
cultural  artifice abounds,
from where will the fresh air

~ and creative artistic impulse come
as-it did in :

19432

Vhen all Is said and done, Harry
Pieris will best be remembered
for his dedication to the con-
temporary renascence of art farms
in Srl Lanka, and his commit-
ment - to _
alive the energlsing vitality and
an essentially vivacious synthesis
between [East and West, which
the '43 Group represented at

its quintessential best, One hopes

the  Sapumal  Foundation  he
authored in 1974 for so worthy
a cause will help to keep his
memory green, and the spirit
of his work alive in the ways
he would have wished it to move.

. The Peace'.-._..

{Continued from page 25)

In  short, ‘the progressive,
democratlc forces in  Sri Lanka
which extended their whole-

hearted support for the accord,
are now finding it increasingly
difficult  to defend the
process’’ where there s neither
peace nor any rationality in the
process. In particular, the inability
of the democratic alternative to
the LTTE (is the TULF, EPRLF,

- PLOT, TELO etc) to demonstrate,

in concrete and tangible terms
‘the gains of the accord, will
only serve the diabolic designs

of the LTTE and right-reactionary
tendencles in the Tamll areas,
Similary, the forces of - Sinhala
chauvinism also. find ' the unsecable
conditions conducive to thwarting
the process of democratization

and the granting of regional
sutonomy to the Tamil People.
In particular, the non-release of
Sinhala political prisoners who
are incarcereted in prison for
supporting the democratic demands
of the Tamil People has further
compounded the problem of
fusing a Tamil and Sinhala con-
sensus  which, In the final an-

~alysis, is the only guarantee for

the Indo-Sri Lapkan Accord. In
the IPKF has no
option, but to continue to play

~the role mandated to it under

the Indo-Srl Lankan Accord.

the task of keeping - .

“peace
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BOOK REVIEW

AFGHANISTAN: AGONY OF

A NATION,

by Sandy Gall
(Bodley Head,)

- 'No-one could
Gall’s

In setting out, just short of his
. 59th birthday, on his third trek
- into Afghanistan. It was the lon-
gest of the three, and, as he
says, the most arduous, invelving
‘more - than five 15,000 foot
passes from Pakistan . to  the
Panjsher Valley and then some
more. On foot and horseback he
“was determined to reach the
the latest headquarters of Ahmed
Shah Masud, the Tajik commander
who has been made a legend by
all the Western reporters who
have made the journey to see
him, :

impugn  Sandy

Mr Gall’s interest, beyond his
obvious delight In the lonely
mountain scenery which fills- much
of his book, is in bringing to
his readers what he considers
to be a shamefully under-repor-
ted war. Yet at the end of his
enthusiastic account two conclu-
sions  gripped me;  First, that
more can probabiy be learnt
about the war by spending two

- .months interviewing in Peshawar,

Mr. Gall ends his book with
some  horrifying  stories  of
atrocities recounted by survivors,
whom he talks to in the refugee
camps there, - They reveal more
than the long travelogue of the
preceding pages.

At no point, either, does the
author explain anything of the
socio-economic  realities  of
Afghanistan, the land tenure
system, the position of women,
or any eof the other issues
which proveked the politial

crisis of the decade leading up

to the Scviet invasion.

To say that “Communism
bas no appeal to the vast
majortty of Afghans” 1Is undou

52

pluck and  determination

- might not be

tedly Ei‘ue, ._but the country’s
more

recent upheavals are
complicated than that.

My second conclusion is that,

if, as Mr. Gall wishes, the Was. =~

tern world was told more about
the Afghan wap, the result

hopes,

The world would learn more.
among the

about the struggles
various mujaheddin groups, the
faction-fighting, the narrow pro-

vincialism, and the disputes bet-

‘ween modernisers and fundamen-
talists, which tarnish the com-
fortable image of a
jihad against the infidel Invader.

_ Sanday Gall
reality exists, since he refers to
it in a paragraph in one of his
early chapters. But it
him less than saddling his horse,
strapping his bully- -beef and

cameras alongside, and rldmg up

into the hills.

— Jonathan Steele

£

Marxist. ...
(Continued from page 2!). :

patch awaiting to be put in' jts
proper place. In this compli-
cated adventure, collaboration of
various exploited groups is more
effective than the endeavours of
a single party. Each greup
according. to its ewn tendencies,
in order to bring about a sodiety

based on the end of explioitation,
~and on soclal justice and equality,

will  always discover a new
opportunity arising along a par.

ticular section of the puzzle for
_adding a piece more qulckl'y'than .

any one ‘lIsolated party could

_have done by |tself

Digitized by No_olahém' Foundation:
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quite what has

nationwide
‘bill and the prospect of P.C.
- polls proved a painfully exacting
- challenge to the S.L.F.P. The
internal debate to
- not was intense, acriminous and :

knows that this >

interests

Tactical triumph
(Continued from page 3)

elections,

established = UNP-SLFP
maruy system. -

Eleven years may not be a
long time in politics. It is an
oppressive ordeal to the SLFP.

Thus, the provmc;al councils

contest  or

protractcd

It is just possible that the
average Sinhala voter is more
intelligent than what his self-

elected chauvinist champlon e o
prepared to grant! : :

The irony which embarasses
the SLEP is multiple. The anti—
regime feeling (not on the Accord
but for other important, perhaps
more important reasons) 1s so
profound and pervasive that

thousands who would have voted .

for the SLFP, voted for the
U.S.A. to leave observers (and
SLEP supporters) wondering whe-
ther the U.5.A. may be a possible
challenger (not rightaway) to the

SLFP’s traditional rolec as the o
canti UNP alternative.

If this reading of the polls

result is correct, the SLFP may
have captured two or three
provinces! From these provinces

itcould have then started attacking

the Centre (JR) to force him to

hold the presidential ot paha-

mentaty eechons

which it was bound
to win in the now fau'ly well-
thattu-
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* Ptz Sterkng.
us s 7% p.a.

L Stering 10% p.a.

Szmpath Bark also mainlsins Ficed Deposit Accounts in
feraign cumenclas,

HEEC Arcaunts - the earkier vou sl with us, the greater the reward,
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.. Yowllbetheloser
if this happensin your home,
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Use the Securityof a

ankof Ceylon

Safe Deposit Locker.

Bank of Ceylon's Safe Deposit Lockers: areavailable
in three sizes, small, medium and large; large enough to
accommodate all that very expensive jewellery you
. own, even those very costly sarees you treasure, and
important documents, too. At very competitive prices,

Safe Deposit Lockers
are available at the
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Grent BJK&E BOC 1719,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (4).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp
	1 (21).bmp
	1 (22).bmp
	1 (23).bmp
	1 (24).bmp
	1 (25).bmp
	1 (26).bmp
	1 (27).bmp
	1 (28).bmp
	1 (29).bmp
	1 (30).bmp
	1 (31).bmp
	1 (32).bmp
	1 (33).bmp
	1 (34).bmp
	1 (35).bmp
	1 (36).bmp
	1 (37).bmp
	1 (38).bmp
	1 (39).bmp
	1 (40).bmp
	1 (41).bmp
	1 (42).bmp
	1 (43).bmp
	1 (44).bmp
	1 (45).bmp
	1 (46).bmp
	1 (47).bmp
	1 (48).bmp
	1 (49).bmp
	1 (50).bmp
	1 (51).bmp
	1 (52).bmp
	1 (53).bmp
	1 (54).bmp
	1 (55).bmp
	1 (56).bmp

