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MOTHER

Effective, Women's Dsy Marchk

;B wornen inths publie zaneee

Wealt be anlitipd o throa marghs
molerndy fosva, & mowve ini-
tinted by Mre Fema Frams-
dasa, tha  FPresident’s wife,
amd regommtanded ra e Caliy-
rmed Ay Heelth amd Womer's
Affaira Ministary Renuka Herallr.

ND MORE
DEBASEMEMT

Thera e ne e debase-
meant . of At Lankas  cofuro.
Ade. .d.._._i. Ranasigha; Ainis-
ter n0f Siafa far [nformation
hag orpfared the BIEC and
Hupsvafind 1o bgn progeams
that o 'm0, The ban pooies
fo “ofiepn pop rmusic @od Sims
deieting too - muchk  sex ahid
Waledce™, & fsws reporf el

“Whits  the - FPrasident snd
Eha (Fovarament - are  wopknoo
or - Mhe  Jensssvive  program,
wa st el the Manasoviva™
{etrengifen the minds of 1he
meagfel. e renod guotad AMr
i,

TC BRIDGE THE GaAP

Tratle Mindstar A R Mangoor
WA befieciote miedsures o
ravarsd the frand thal fed fo
lagl year's R 23 &iffon feage
Imbatance.  Ore of the megs
g (ha ANinister - has  in
mind i ¥ po-ordinsted  expor
devefopment frive Bapaven fuo
whsnies, Agriowltors | gnd
Nalawey  Davalaomient,

) Tha  Minkster, aeearding o
d  repert . was . fiinking . of
naw - planfaf s of Frods - end

vegetalies for cxnod and afso-

of cinnemon, coeds, . coffps
amd “gticos  to ba devaloped
I fow oo rrbhBer

A different perspectiva

T have hkhad the
pedtplly Lopead  the ity
Baekmrownd® oo youe jaurmal
(R TS wnder the beadyo
= Qaveligil pedia donied vigas
apsh. theaght of weiting  this
Tstier tovow Yo pmwe vour
readers w diflerent perspeitive,
The comendy apmd h=wdinpg of
the report mipklunfortuneizir,
Eive ibe lmmpressingo 1o your
readers that dhere. wuslis on
totul embargn cwn Swedizsh
joarowlists wisiing SriLonka
to -caver derelopnicdts  such
aq Ahe o recent . Presidential
Fleetion ste. This is incarrect.
Farm awarc of several Swedssl
soearpaliata —- mare cmineat
thaw Thomas  Bibin oor Kis
colleagne — who  hasve beep
wizling Svi Lanka on ceporgs
ing assignmentd, T pepsonelly
saw  Bibin v Colombo in
Inls task year which meons
ihat ke hagz ‘nob besn degisd
eoicy-to 31 Lanka, The point
I want to emphasize i that
{Here jn o B Ban oo H.wi:d_jah
journalisis visiliog Sri Lunka.

Peitsion

Bibin's stafement oo haye
been
qusted IR 000 TERMT  Con-
Yevs the wrong  imprescion
that thie jouraalists wers re-
aliy sponsored by SlDA For
the spacifis. parpose of cover-
ing the Presidotial Elsotion
and to o reporton the poditical
sitoationm on the apoiversary
of = the  Tondo Tapkino  Peace
Accord. - The fagtl is thac e
Tias been A praclics for STTA
1o pay, un  applicetion, &
cvery nominal dravelling £1ow

spupsoced by - BEA™

|
jLe lsia” aipil

I B e - —
ance annundly o 100 §onrna-
tzn  photopruphers
wio themselees saish by mske
feports (tom - Jiffefent -ocoumi-

fejes. ) Wrhin aped Qhlzson have
Beenw tecipiends of this: ullane
ance, TSIOA  bhas its lawn
aflice wilhin  the Swedish

Eobessy io Colambo aind any
palitical ees=sEment of  the
sifmition in Sri Lanka orould
Buve been . abtained: fram
their officers o Colambas iF
Bl DA or The Swedish Groveina
ment wunted to, bhut oot Meom
a journalist whose Views ml
Bri Lanka ze¢a énmlroversinl.

I hiave Teen livior io Sweden
Foar o guazler ceptury ‘und T
bave been Tollowing with i
ferend the . coverupe ol BiiQ
Lanka o the Swedish media,
L nm aware of 5 malicious
Cil mDH g,

Your readers might porhaps
bz imtersated to Know o ghat
peparatist - lobbics o bhere  had
accused the Swodish Dmbassy
pw Colombo of diseriminating
agatrt Bri Tankans of the Thamil
CHMmUtY Applying For visay
to Swadesi. gwml:n is . ong
ol ihe most [iberil couniries
i Weslern Lurope g farus
the fosus of wisus . are  gons
caroesd. It Cis thorefore  clear
thisi not only Srei Lanka bt
alher comntrics as well deny
wisus o alicns far theoir own
reasons. It ie of  cowrse a
coversign right of amy  ipda:
peodent counteyr.

Spm- Casic TChetiy

Hammarbywagan:
Swcilen,
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REFERENDUM
— the last and the

most dangerous poll

Mervyn de Silva

ne mocs eletlion Lo g0 —

the - Referendum, mamont

of mexirmem danper: o Withoan

encouraging 4% turnmad, o spici-

ted Bri Lankun bovghl  sonic

deapereiely necded rime for whit

it widelyregacded g5 wo embal-

ilad, i medt deomed, demposricy.

At the same time, howevers il

Tumil vulers, scem to huve place:d

& time—bomb. wider the Indos 5
Lanken peace accord.  The signs-
“Ficapt differces in Tamil voting
begwezn the Porth and | the Eust,
agd the communal ¥oling paitern
— Tawmil, Musbim and Sinhale —
in 1he Enasi gives eaoso for

serinus’ coniern in the Loming

menihs”  The fiming devize ob

1he homb- jodiciies " that " the
__1;:_;;_p1.|1$[-.':-11 18 :li]’.#h" nn o afier
Juky &, the date fixed by Tresie
‘dent Tt for the ehsterd province
teferepdiom which —will  devide
whether the  preseot - Muorth=

Eust merger should contimue,

The Morth ynted *Tudepsndenta’
meaning LROS ahich has main-
taimed’ tridodby 43¢5 with . the
LTTE, The 'lodépepdents’ it 13
“aazd inclndes  some wellkpown
IPTR sympathizers.  TThe - Faed
hoiwewer,  favoured be s LDPRLE
“garlesting under e JUATLE bai-
coper, . The BEOS: win mire fedlk
(13 than -the TULF {10y And

5 wras FROS that relfized fo fale -

am o oath: uader ‘the Bri laoka
Cwomstitotion cand - Jeftodrs 17
Ceesrls owncccupicd owhen. Presideat
"Premmadass  dddressed Parlisiment
nm  the b EWROS - or ceether
dts cpelitical wing EELAVAR
DEMOCEATIO - FROMT told the
“President it waots  the  6th
Amepdeneit repoved. . When 3t
-was rushed theough. Parliarment
JineAopast 1983, soops afce-the
stjpinne wati-Tumil - ciotss ereh
the - strongly - paclinmenlarst

TULF said N, Jeft the Fouse,

Jad then te exile in Madraa.

President  Premadash played
it smart.  Come to Parliwment,
state weur case. and the cllier
eppositien.  parties  may  also
weloome the withdrawal of ihe
fih- amendment-ahich cequirss
cvery WP {o renonnce sEpATabiam,
There woo't be aogy peulilem of
a B3 nujerty. what with the
P 115, the BOL's 13 and
the  TULF's 1% Presicdent Tht-

cmadasa hag corpered the EDE,

on- that.  However © the  6ih
ﬁmi.-mjmcnf i WOT the h:i-“,j.“r
pelilival issue The referendnm
is, Amd. the LEBF s oot ol
A1l heppy about a July'5 refe-
reodim to decide tle fate of
the Morih-gast mearger,  But the
Referendum wilk be bheld, not
nmly  beeamse 3t s, whitls the
Accord requirgs hot hecause no
Sirhala-dominatel  party oo
pfinrd tol expase jtaclf o to the
charjee - that it has acquicseed in
A permanzot North-east Jinkage.

“And e ceferdndum assigns
the . Bluslims, - the spallest ol
the three copmiminities @ istands
wide buisibhe: second largest in
{hw -ceatern  province (3350 to
the Tamil 3235k - ke -rdlc
in the dramu it the Referdodum.

The Musilims

are yoaught io
michdla. ;

* Xet the sitvalion, i handled
shrevedly, ‘can brimg itz | own
revrarde gines the Biuslime hold
LA TR TR agth e e b o ;

Io ihe  Bast) the Muslims ase
Tuoiil-speaking.. Elsewhcrs the
Musbims datk o Moent - Fochaka.
The  Muslims have lived in pedee
with' the Tamils For a thoksand
youra until -the Stwer®, o ioitdally
confiined o the Morth,  moyed

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation:
noelaham.org|-aavanaham:erg

makes “uslim
peutrplity & preod *illusjion, Tha

to thes East 10

Sinhaly nayche accopts  Jifina
the Hurlf]?] a5 the Tamil home-
%and, bul “not -ibhe Fast. The
redl problem, (hongh isecoaomic
ymel  Conemporary.  Hugcessive
regimes huve sought to Cmetialy
th= demands of the Taod-bungry
in the poprims Sichals  Seitl
by maving setiler colanists o
the ast whers new Meicsin’”
lawds have been npened  through
hiph~cuost fTigniiun schomes.

Populution pressire, . econmnic
ratinnality, and of vuwrsg clee-
toral necds, dhe goverament would
argue, juskily such seiilemonts
Tamil Jopinicn-makers however
prescot - the . matter oo their
conslitucnoy  ns 8 delibmate,
even ziwister, silempt to Ceolns
mite'® Tarmib ares and alter the
demographic  chacueler.  As in
Ferael: the “sctilements'” ave the
flasbpoinls, ;

Though ihe: TPEE  dwminates
the cast, ‘the 5ri Lunkin aemy
And nuwy have a STGQE prosencs
in Trincomales, and muoy cangps
in ‘the sotthern parts- ul the
privvines eloss b Sidhaly seltfes
menty, Asthe peferendony ppro-
aches, and cmotiurs ron high,
the JVT could raive the tenpe-
rafure 4o Tevee piteh by provoking
a Mire=fight? between the' JIPRL
aud Sri . Lapkan troops. . Hoirer
il it eoqkl Cenginesr an inci-
dent which aould  compel the
TREF,  posiply o fot. pucsuit,
[ come clinrging iotn. prede-
minantly Rinholy areasz. - Then
the —real’ waf will begin, with
the JPKF. pooring intw its futire
QUEETITE, ! ; SR,
Decislve Yotes
o The. clection. cesudts 4o nod
hold: ~out: wugh  bope: for. A

g



smooth _'o'r, “from the Tamil
point of view,  successful refe-
rendum. The Muslims hold the

key. Or rather the Sri Lanka

~ Muslim Congress (SLMC) a crea-
tore of post-accord politics.

On the anvil of the Sinhala-

Tamil conflict, the Tamil spea-:

king Muslims have forged their

own distinctive identity. Reli-

gion rather than language is the
defining characteristic. Though
East-based, SLMC, only a vear
old, contested . secats in many
other provinces. It did not fare
too well but it hag established
ittself as the authentic Muslim
spokesman. '

Béi‘orc the mid-December pre-

sidential poll, the SLMC leader,
the resourceful and astute Mr.
Ashraff, joined an eight-party
alliance, chaired by Mrs. Banda-
ranaike, Mr. Ashraff, however,
asked for too many seats in
~ Colombo in the parliamentary
. contest, Rebuffed, he went his
own way. Now he offers Tamils
4 deal — Swiss-type cantonal
~demarcation. It may fit into
a scheme proposed by the US
Congressman, Mr Stephen Solarz,
who has taken more than a
“passing interest in Sri Lanka’s
ethnic confliet.

If things are back in the

melting pot, the parliamentary

~poll results are once more the

reason. Up to February 15,

there was a coherent fairly
settled.  Delhi-backed Tamil
consensus. The EPRLF ran the
Trincomalee-based  North-East
council.  The other militant
groups boycotted the provineial
polls, while the LTTE persisted
in its guerilla war, although on
a lower key. ' ¥

The EPRLF has held its own
in the East. Yet, the pro-LTTE

“independents’ have more MPs.

They will set the pace, making
~ stronger demands on land, police
powers money and of course
the referendum. The
group will have to keep pace.
Together, they will prove trouble-
-some for Mr. Premadasa, embar-
~rass India, and complicate
Delhi’s relations with its pre-
ferred presidential candidate. -

4

EPRLF

Provocativa Line

The Tamil line will provoke
the SLFP and the Muslim Con--

gress and re-introduce into par-
liament an acrimonious ethnic

debate which stopped after the

TULF withdrew in 1983. Con-
vinced .that she was <‘robbed”
of victory in  December, Mrs.

Bandaranaike will pounce on

this heaven-sent opportunity to
clobber President Premadasa who

~has been accommodating to the

North-East council. The fallout
from the heated parliamentary
exchange  will suit the extra-
parliamentary IVP jdeally.

Already the JVP whose pre-
election campaign of violence

helped the UNP to defeat Mrs.
Bandaranaike, has predictably
branded the presidential poll
“fraudulent” and the presidency
“illegal”., Tt has renewed its
call for a patriotic war against

“the fndian *roccupation forces™
and the overthow of the “puppet

regime’.

Aware of the alternative, the

return of the Sri Lankan army,

the independents fielded by
EROS may not want the IPKF
o pet off the LTTE’s back.
Between EROS in the Colombo
parliament and DMK in office
in Madras, pro-LTTE elements
in Jaffna hope to put sufficient
pressure on Mr. Rajiv Gandhi
to declare a ceasefire and re-
open negotiations as a prelude
to incorporating the “Tigers”
in a more representative, and
stable Tamil consensus.

- Mr. Jayewardene fixed the
July -5 referendum arbitrarily.
‘Both Delhi and the Tamils had
hoped the North-East council

- would at least have ome year.

If India presses Mr. Premadasa
to  postpone the referendum,
and he succumbs, it will be a
propagandist bonanza for Mrs.
Bandaranaike. But it is the
JVP's strategy that will in fact
be advanced. If Mr. Premadasa

refuses and the. referendum is

lost, the ‘accord’ will be a dead
letter, and Indian policy in 2

shambles. What options will be
left? Cyprus?: : i

MEWS BACKGROUND

A deal with the Muslims,
a cartographic re arrangement,
and a  troops pull-back from
the East are already  being
discussed in academic circles.
The security implications and
Indian interests are appreciated.
A total Indian pull-out will

- confront the 8ri Lankan army

with an impossible two-front
war which army commander Lt,
Gen. Wanasinghe has rulzd out.

(Continued on page 3}

REFERENDUM:

Madras-Delhi focus

n March 15, the Tamilnadu
: Chief Minister, Mr. Karuna-
nidhi was expected to meet Prime
Minister Gandhi in Delhi.  The
DMK  leader has already been
briefed on the LTTE view by
Mr. V. Gopalaswamy, the Tamil

-politician from Sri Lapka or
India who can claim to have
‘had direct talks with ‘Tiger’ sup-

remo, Prabhakaran. The LTTIE's

_non-negotiable basic demand is

an unconditional ceasefire. :
- A ceasefire-cum-negotiations
was also the main point made
by the EROS (‘Independents’)

delegation that met President

Premadasa just before Parliament
met for the first time on March
9, The 13 MP's from the ERQOS-
fed group ‘boycotted’ the inaugu-
ral sessions having presented

- its  own case: ceasefire, repeal
of the 6th amendment (the oath

renouncing - separatism), release
of 140 prisoners, strengthening
of the Devolution ‘package’, and
most crucially, to  make the

‘ merger permanent i.€. no referen-

dum. If the last is granted, the
‘Accord’® falls apart, and the
reaction of an inflamed Sinhala
opinion is unpredictable.
Meanwhile, the EPRLF has de-
linked itself from TULF, and
TELO from both. - The Tamil

‘consensus’, such as it was, is

also collapsing. The visit to

‘Madras and Delhi by the EPLRF

Chief Minister of the North-East
council has to be seen in the

light of -these developments. The
referendum is the vital question,
and that is a Delhi-Colombo

transaction.

R R

R R

o R R T e



Wijetunge as Premier: Neither

displease nor appease Delhi

2ot byl the hest inlormed,

President Premudosa’s choics
of Abke  vnussmming Moo OB
Wipetunges g3 . Prime © Winigter
civne 248 BELCpEIEC, CAnyway.
epcdied weEeks of intense speoalas
fioms and - wneertainty.. o o ovsn
ap cthe chighose  lewels alf ihe
3 i

Wheii the annonngement Bually
pin, Presidenl Premndin him=
welf offered his uwn ceisens Tor
not choosiop the Iront-ruoners,
Thers were “swpirdnils e suid
whey hed ke cuppork ol varioug
secticas do Ihe perty,  He ' did
pats wish B Coredie divisions.
Boib pocity dnsiclers a0 owell s
knowledomuble  Bvi  Kotha-wats
chers’ cmphazized taos cansie-
radivns that may haye weighed
with the Predidemt. Ficstly, the
fromtline  aspirants . had becn
wver-pthitivus, - shivking o ger-
tuin weakoess Tor “rmpire=build-
iog’, Thewr sprressive aoud [nvicsh
pre=eleptiun P, K. camipiipn  to
project their owm ooy Betrayed
a lack of fteunmy =picit, Tt alsn
revcaled larpe pecdurces, dwclud:
g -acceRs too both Corporatinn
and- peirdte sector  fands,

Becond, i one of these two
webe o dkated, the nther would
pAnse  much  damage: o ity
unity.  Ino any o exenl, regijopal
oo casle  Tactors had oo be
recornised.  CThis, 170 W Wije-
TUNEE, af  RpEoiRiTY PR ol
party welevan  whoo had Been Gl
Minister helore, an Wl yeves
Fil o hwossions  dwd 4l weErs of
easyiee -t the TINTP. y

While Party wnd 'pecsomality
fuctors mocldETES - mlosl, 3 frort-
peree buxed dlem dn thipacdvas
based LUMNDLN  imlroaduice] " an
extermals elemsnt, sail sume And
ulysrs. CFhe s repork from Lhe
F.u_p:]"s ]‘.!:“"n L:ll'rn:sp-:1n.,|¢|'.1 ]2
miost Camuntzsl pe panvasiig
cen Tands Minister Gormini Lisa-
navake’s  bebhalf,  Mr. o Dhsss-
mitpa ke, OF  gourse.  ayud ow ey

perolicor of the Fodu-Sci Lane
kg “peues sccord?l %o mudh
s, the  INP . referred ta o the
previous poverumenl  ss  frlie
Japawardesi s 1 ssanayake- Thin-
damww’ regime,

T oways S kisa of - death’, swid
a wellknown weadcmic, specia-
hisipg in CSouth Asiaw calliire
The zume Tumilhado -poper, by
the wav), papalarised the term
Thawk™ for Mo Dissunayake’s
mein vivals Mol Lalith Afhulath-
mudali, the MWationul Sceority
Minrster. wha: waz in chage
of the abhordive Yadumaarachchi
cperatica,  the finsl offensive
againsl the LTTE ‘in the nirh.
Thie mibitargt Lulith was haed iy
a faveniribe of Tadia.

Sy The somproniise was some-
bady slon. would  wod oferd op
digpleass Indig snd af the sems
tims a person who would oot
he seon by the Cpposition and
hinhiln odinian 84 an appewae-

menl 0f India.
However, e locil consjde:
rations wesglied” miore,
.

NC_MC to be
nationalised

The: private woeth - Calombo
Medical - Collee ¢HOMOY, couse
of el studend uneest. (a o
e state run Tollowing o eabi-
pet desision. 1o matienslise it
Goveinmenl Apckezman. Ronjan

Pijerdmme uakd u-meadim saiics
roies Cthet ostudents o quelifeiog
Frivm thot -institotion  waill - De

awariled mrdical’ dcgeecs known
it MBBS (NCMO),

Fureira siadznts will coutinue
3 be admittid an the pasment

ol feeyyoa decirion on whether

logal students would he- payipa
fees “nr oot woeuld” be - {aken
latee, the spnkeésman: zaid,

Digitized by-Noolaham Foundation.
noglaham.org |:aavanahanj.org

NEWS BACKGROUND

Campus killing -
no end to student revolt 1

i wWhen ex.Foreipn Mini-
o sl Jlimeed . plaviog negos
Tralesr | o T amexeds domeseie
queslitn wis repdiling propross
oo The WOUMC dizpiede. a major
githse ol cumpos snl-wchool agi-
tufivn, the Wice Chaoeellar of
Eolomby | Uriversity,  Prafcssor
Stenley Wijesunilérg “weas Eilled
inca-daring. daviiphc sssasini-
tiog by & Jome aunmansa few
derys mfEer hiis refiremncit, What

cffecc whill i have on ihe new
gnveinment’s strenuoys  bid to
gl tlie wimpuscs re-opencd.

The! teachior <&l and indoad
headds of educaticual imstitmions
throurhont the islend wanld-five
been preacty demoralised by 1his
Eilfing - Tadeed, the enlire %1
Laokan prafessional class aod
intelligentsia semms 4o have haen
atwnned by the beldest of nourders,

The Toter Mlniversity Stadents
Fedevatinn (TLUSEY chad. kiiled
the rosoalution of the  NEdc
dizputs as U viptorett he SN
repoited.  The MOMC, ay  this
peueral  eommented  from the
stail, waw a0 radical depupiuee
from 1he pregressive sucational
palicies in this crenicy. infros
duged even héfire indepeadence.

A the Ted nided, it was (e
Uprivatisation't Coonecopt’ Antroe
duced by the UNP inlg the

proviously prolected CArca of Sei
Lankon  ancjal . welfare. - The
TUSFE. ihe S8 repmt  addel;
did net-reégacd “the now move,
theugh welvome, 65 a solution
ta  the preblems thal provoked
cowitirewide  student unrest,

REFEREN DUM, . .

{Cortinwed feanr prge T

But if the “lipers™ have ceaged.
fire. o Mew: | Felhichseked P LR—

keepong Torce, whish will uner-

mine the JVE snd defuse  jen-
sioris im the East, isians Prasyi-
Bility.

I A park gt grifele i oncerpred
e o volnmentary T the gadfliop
Frbiirhed recenif- an Mre odiiarial
poge of e TTMES (0 fI¥0fA T
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NEWS BACKGROUND '

ﬁopaiswamy s ‘Personal Dlpiomasy

Forelgn Minister Ranjan W:Je-
ratne was -of course absolu-
tely right to summen Acting
Indian High Céommissioner Niru-

pen  Ben and lodge a protest

about the visa-less visit to the
~North by Tamilnadu M.P., Mr.
V. Gopalaswamy. The incident,
by the way, helped Sri Lanka

observers of the post-election

Tamiloadu scene to get a clearer
view of the emerging Madras-
Delhi relationship with  parti-

cular reference to the 8ri Lan-e;

kan issue.

The powerful DMK Ieader,_
Mr, M. Karunanidhi is indeed

a sympathiser of the Sri Lankan
Tamil cause and would be the
first to welcome an IPKF cease-

fire and fresh Delhi-LTTE talks.

But he is totally epposed to
the present LTTE line of calling

for an immediate withdrawal of
and Indian support

the IPKF,
for a political position -which
comes pretty closa to total auto-
‘nomy, if not ‘Eelam’.
is that the LTTE’s fixation on
‘Eelam’ and its fiercely mili-

_ taristic approach make it exce-

edingly  difficult for the DMK
leader or the EROS-led Inde-
pendents, with all their good-
will, to assume a prnductwe
intermedxary’ role. LTTE's in-
terest in getting the IPKF to

ceasefire is understandable but

what firm commitmant -is it

ready to make before the IPKF |

takes that step?  Either the
LTTE does not know the lan-
guage of negotiation -— the chari-
table view — or it is trapped,

not just in the ]ungle. but by

its mind-set.

The Daily News reported:
Foreign Minister Ranjan Wije-

raine welcomed Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister Muthuvel Karu-.
nanidhi’s condemnation of DMK |

parliamentarian V. Gopalas-

wamy.’s illegal visit to the Vavu-
niya jungles to meet LTTE lea-

der Prabakaran.

o] am glad Mr. Karunamdhl
“has - adopted that approach.
hope he will deal  with Mr
said,

6 ;

The fact

A PTI despatch r.elayec! by

- Lankapuvath said that Karuna-
nidhi has severely condemned
~Gopalaswamy's 24-day visit to
Sri Lanka’s Norith-East province
urresponsible and’

as a highly
nesdless adventurism™.

The chief minister has also

called the visit a violation of

party discipline and unaceep-.

table to' the DMK.

““The visit has only brought'
some publicity to Mr., Gopalas-
. wamy and has not helped to

solve the Sri Lankan Tamil

problem. On the contrary the
situation has worsened after his

visit with increased attacks and

deaths”, Mr. Karunanidhi told
. reporters in Madras. -

The PTI report adds:"‘Asked :

whether any action will be
taken against Mr. Gopalaswamy,

he said the party’s disciplinary

committee and executive com-
mittees . would consider the
matter.” e :

An: ofﬁc:al spokesman oi the
‘Foreign Ministry at New Delhi
“said  the

ceatral government
agreed with Mr. Karunanidhi’s
position that Mr. Gopalaswamy’s
visit to 8ri Lanka was unnéces-
sary, All India Radio said.

Mr. -_Gopal.aswa_m'y whio' left

Tamil Nadu in the first week
of  February was in the north-
east province for three weeks

before he returned to Tamil

Nadu. He travelled illegally and
~without informing the DMK
: leadersh-ip S e

Tn an mter\ncw with AFP,

Minister Wijeratne has rejected
a demand for an immediate pull
out and added Colombo will

not talk to Px_'abakaran under

any condxtwn

- «He must come out into the -

open  without any conditions.

It is a matter of time before
the IPKF gets him,” Mr Wije-

ratne has sa;d

Gopa!aswamy approprlately : he

Restormg llmty most urgent concern_“

In his inaugural  speech to

' Parliament, President Prema-

dasa identified the task of
bringing back *all those who
hava been alienated for one
reason or other’ as his most
urgent concern, and restoring

national unity under a single -

Sri Lankan banner as his
uitimate objective. However
he warned _
parliamentary forces that *‘the
the patience of our people
is not uniimited”.

While rawat‘ﬁrmlng hls com-

- mitment to Democracy, Mr.
Premadasa reminded the
Opposition of its national

 responsiblilties, and invited
cooperation in achisving three
main goals, peace, discipline

and. poverty alleviatuon He
said: :

_ While the '_Buddh_istf ethic_

lied, *let those who disturb

violent extra.

racy. Our people have given

sition,

of achlevlng peace only through
peaceful means would be app-

the . peace understand that

the patience of our peop!e_- :
is not unlimited” he said.”

“Mow that the elections
are over, let every member

of this assembly, irrespective |

of party or ideology, work
towards the realisation of
the objectlveofpoverty alle-'
v:ation" he sald. Tl

Our people have courage-
ously demonstrated thelr un.
falling dedicaticn to the
highest principles of democ:

t_heir verdict in a clear and
positive manner. They have
chosen their head of state,
their government and their
representatwes in the oppo~

o 40 S . ‘w

_Digitized by Noolaham Foundation:
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Tamﬂil moves in the North

Th-: latgest. Tamil parliamens-
tary gm‘uy:, LTVE ally EROS
whiel wan 13 LN B ¢-.:-|:|l!s1.j:|:|g
at o an independent gooup wi the
Yebruury ES O penenil  clections,
has nffered Fresideot Premedasi
sotne  sufpestinng - towards rose
toring - mormaley dia che sieils
tovn Morth and East.  Tnoaleg:
ket the President the geoup,
whicli aow falls dscIl e Fela-
var Remocraiie. Fronl, has pro-
paged: :

A permanent ceivelie, repenl
of e Preveotion of Toorarism
AL APTAY and worelease of &l
pulitice] prisoners;

Cnvernment arranped ficilities

Cor Tamil “wpeaking people fo
bave tlheir own secgrity forces;

Mamiog of Jut=s  fur rodne-
Liom oF withdeiwel of (IPKE and
i Lumka armed forces fom the
Mogth ‘and  East)

Ameadment nf o the  Teace
Adcord tolspell ) aud e Al
oatians]l  stsivi ol e Tanol-
speaking pocple.

The BRF Tetier bas suid that
the Tamil-spunking people bpes
a dstinet nutionsl idontity, und
that hece poapls have 3vight
Lir eshiblizh nostatclhand wichee
the Erumewari -of & umitcd St
Lunke, 43 an ateom  selution
1o their pii:-l.'rln:-:m”.

chodn . mmade

Mevvwhile,  the TPRLE- s
tatking 1o othér  Tamil and
Mslim grovps about the lorming
ol 4 mutivnal coumeil Tor ihe

Worth=Lust Provioee. The medin

quated EFELF teoder K, Pudmng-.

nabha saving: A nations] gown-
crb il - help forge -Tapsil - hlus-
Tim  wily . and Cstreagihen the
Morth—Fast  preovincial - governs
menb.  ILowall abso chelp Tawil
MFPs - wogce  CRogil o casmirdtiong
in peerliiment,

EFELF lruders: howve plready

fulleed o TELO. EXDLE. EROS

the' -5 Lanka Muslim Cotoress
gipd  hc ®laalim Troited TFrool,
They  hawe ot tadked ot tha
TAEFR bt are: taking stepe 1o
dir’ s, Padmariabha aaid, o hie
anwite e TTTE “t4 enter - the
b 103 E's e [ S

Whils such mmees arz afoot,
the  Morb=Easl Provines Chicf
Miniater  Warstharigo . Peiumal
hae  expressed  dissatilac oo
with the pace of devabrlon
He cleimed ot w medin brieling
i Cafombe thict onls pbeul =
foarth of - the - devolution mens
tigned in thethirtdenth constiti-
lionat  amevclmest had - bEen
compleied s lar.

“0n the vitel subjects of Jland
Al lho dhed . oTiter e ﬁ!-r-,ﬂ;ruxﬁ las
e he sk Lles bl

B e

MEWS BACHKOROUND

meid - the bursscracy wod: some
ministers who, he llzged, were
tiving te underniine the geod-

will thot  Prestident  Premwddsy

WAS TFRIng to baild

B Perumal -waz o asked Tor
ks wiesrs-ab an TPKF withdras
wal. He said that at the specd
things wors nowr boing doneg;
1lye  TPEFR would hawve o stay
Pirr -sin . years: ar. mame B
fhe maarcagnce of Taw  and
npder cwo opead At leasy 000
members . of he Ciligens Valum-
teer . Forge - (CVEY und 6,200
palicemesn to man the 62 bolice
<tarions’’, he <aid,

The TPEF w5 browght' Teee;
the  Chhel  Windster sad.  aind
opds o disarme the WTTE Bt
alen e ensins  the impl.ru:.en—
tatliog of ot Tagh=Lanki
Aveonlan Tull- D=lavina ths
implementation, - deluyed” the
depuriuce,

e Parlinmeat, the Cheoet Monis-
ter said, Tamil roproscpriatives
wonld suppoct the Givcdrnmant
to wronk o crles goal ol (b
The supporl.would be
e the Pbasis of jesaes 15 to

Al gued thing the Gavernment

nesded i Cwo-—thirds  majorics,
ths - Tamil. cepraschtatives - amnd
the  LIEA (Lniteds Socialist AL
lisrmieey wondd - ladl.

US aid to Third World a failure, says study

WEASHIMNG T

MEFTSHT eedniame i oo

deyeloping covntrias higs G-
goly failed. says the LS Apencs
for” Internationz] levelopmient
{ATDYy which: ‘admigisters . the
aid.

In- a |i-page teporl,  ALD
mntes that  Mouly 4 heoddal lof
caunbriest alded by the LS
sipee the 30k b s ever araduated
Frim clepeodent | stutus™

A Tlowse wf- Bopreacntalives
fcport cinbaed  nhout o the same

Uime reiches ‘the oppoaite con-

clusion, raiaing the guesiion —

in it o ouae of glass-hall-full or

lass-half. empty.

The Ilowsc  Task Force, co-
chizirel b Cunpressimes Lee H.
Humiltion (Democrat] and Bets
jurmin & Gilmeans fRepubilican)
aeserts that the LEE0ATTE pro.
griimme his chid e poasitive 18-
cord uf scomplishments,
managerent und sxpertise in
devalapment? wid cullioe ALDs
SVETHEEE MIAAIONE YH UIIgue ds-
sel™

The ALD repurn is €aplioned:
“Development and  the nilingal
inferest: U3, sconomic  wssis-
tunce inpto cthe Zlst contury”

Context
The tnles arg reversedh, Mo
mally it iz The Admioistruation

Digitized.by Noolaham Foundation:
roclaham:org.{ aavanaham.org

which olways claims suceess Far
its wetivitics while Conpress picks
foles, Too the cassoof AITD, it
in tlic oppoaete.

The " ATH - report - putes  tha
there Tas gl Been o iwfar over-
haal ol AT sipee the 70

Slressinr the arEa Ny ol zuch
revaluition: n' today's cuptext,
the report saye: ' Americy gim.
ply docs wab accupy the same
i.lEIElJa.l.'lcn_gE:ii prsidinn of EE 1
mic srmd mlllh:r_-,r PrEcitinenee
ug it diul inihe “dls,  The ucory
gf a0 open-smded nigintenanoe
programme Mo devesloping coun-
fries oy Wetein, nesbnoger d-
ford 1,°"

rConitnved o page B
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Death of a Soaallst

key cremated Colvin R de

Silva, the LSSP leader, am-
adst much public homage at:
Independence - Square on March
2. His death was a great loss

to the nation, and especially to

the working class and the com-

mon man, they sajd.

President Premadasa, on behalfi

of the Go\fcrnment and the UNP,

said in a funeral oratien 1hat'
De. de Silva was a great human-.

ist and a patriot who placed
“service before self throughout

his iong and eventful public

career.  When he embarked on
a course of action he was un-
goncerned ahout consequences
and  possible - disadvantages: it

was the cause that mattered to

him, the President said.

Bernard Soysa, the senior~
most surviving LSSPer and gene-

ral secretary of the party, said

that the loss to the nation was
great.
briefly about such a man, a
national figure, a national trea-
sure, whose versatility was re-

markable in draftlng the repubh- :

It was not easy to speak

US aid to...

{Comtinsed from page ?‘)‘

~The AID study, issued on
the eve .of an international
development conference which

began a three-day conference on
Monday, wants to tilt AID to-
wards private cnterprlsc '

'Radacai Shift
The AID report wants a “radl-

cal reshaping” of future official -
dssistance programmes “'to face

new realities””

These include: reallsatron that .

U.5. aid plays only *a suppor-

tive part at best’ in the develop-
compared with

ment - process

 private  efforts, the impact of
overseas investment, the role of

prlvatc American vo]untary or- -
ganisations and the example of

the “wealth generating dynamism
of the American economy 1tsclf”

CALD Administrator “Alan
_ Woods told a news. conferencc
recently that the report is meant

as “an intellectual base> for a
new debate- on the aims and

can const:tutmu of 19?2 Drx

Colvin R de

perish, he said.

M _Mat!npd]a 'Scnanayake,

MP, on  behalf of the SLEP,
said that Dr Colvin R de Silva
‘was a freedom fighter who con--

cluded a battle in 1972 when
he played a significant role in

_drafting the Republican Consti--

_tution. His death was a loss to
the common man:

EPRLF leader
Perumal,
~North-East Provincial Council,
said that Dr de Silva’s flght
for soeial Jusnce \muld not fade
away.

SLMP leader Ossie Abeygun'\-
sekera, opposition leader in the

Western  Provineial Council, said

that  the highest respect they
could pay a great leader wasto
_contmuc his pohtlcal struggle.

Silva freed this
country ‘of British xmpermlxsm,'
the -LSSP general secretary said.
We were still fighting battles
of race and caste, on the eve.
of a crisis; Dr de Silva believed
that we would enher unite. or .

_ Varatha"rajah :
Chief Minjster of the:

NEWS BAcanoumb '

== The Commumst Party’s Gene:

'ral Secretary . K. P.: Silva said

that the country had lost an
inteltectual, a patriot
revolut'mnary As a patriot Dr
de ‘Silva  had  fought

capitalism and aristocracy.

**We will continue his struggle <
the CP leader said.

The Chlef_Justlce Mr. Pdrlnda
Ranasinghe in a

“Tributes: to Colvin the his-

“torian; Colvin the thinker; Colvin

the politician; Colvin the trade
unionist; Colvin the parliamen-
tarian; Colvin the Cabinet Mini-
ster; Colvin 1the Constitution-
maker; have been paid and would

be paid in a fitting manner in

other places which he adorned,
and in which he dazzled.” We

for our part, however will, en

this occasion, recall and remem-

ber and pay. our ‘respects only.
“the legal phenome-

to Colvia
non’’, the Chief Justice said.

directions of the AID programme
for the 2lst century.

He admitted that it c-ffers no
recommendations and “raises
more questlons than it has ans-
wered” .

The Hamllton—Gllman Task.

~Force  too  has its grievances
~against the way aid has been
administered, -

been lost in a maze of different
and often conflicting objectives;

listed priorities, mandated re-

porting requirements and moti-
fications of project changes.

It suggests repeal of the 1961

Foreign Assistance Act, a new

Aid Bill, a clearer definition of

of  AID by a new
Co—opcranon Agency

Revamp

Economic

" Both the Admlmstrahon and_
'Congress now want to revamp

AID and to cut It is not

clear. how far thcy w11] succccd

in changmg priotities.

- Digitized by Noolalam Foundation.

rioolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Their report says
that the AID programme has

1S nb_]ectlves and replacement

At present they are

on the ridiculous,

instance, gets aid totalling

§ 1,000 for each man, woman
~and child "in 'its population.:

- Bgypt comes next because it
- has  signed the Camp David
i agreement

Turkey and Pakis-
tan are priorities in the cop-
text of the cold war and Greece
because if Turkey is given some-
thing, Greece too should be.
India’ by contrast gets about
three cents per head by way of
develapment assistance. This is
justified because the Americans

~say India is the largest recipient
Development

of - International
Associatjon assistance,

However, the U.S. coniribuges
only 25 per cent or less to IDA
and even if that is taken into
- account,
~be grossly distorted.

. Congress and the Bush Admum- i

the picture W111 s'till

stration are :nqw
cuts and it will:
one if the AID report forms
the ba_sus for lon_g—_dcfcr_red cuts.

negottatmg

andugas

for the.
tights of the common man, for
the liberation of the workmg_
class and for.socialism. against

tribute  to
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva said
-that the late Dr. de Silva’s at-
tainments and accomplishments
were many and varied.

: viewed
- by most observers as bordering
Israel, for

surprise. no

o e L T L R SR T

E
*




l The. Two Front War |

SOUTH

3000 troops continue crackdown

gre than 300 Iroops: cals

tinned their unti subwversiee
offensive jn  the South  seizing
hord . core membreis and i jsoo-
¥ETing Arms ocuches:

. Militar®  operstions extendod
Wen B cgnarc -miTe arca fawalve
bhg s Akoressa, CWeligama and
Dikwelld. Fofryand exm prinds
1o the  arta;  provioushy jdenti-
fied, wors sealed off anl troops
cunduceed G thoedugh search.

My enrly yesterday more thon
00 persons betveen the ages of
18 1o 45 wears had been soreencd.
O Thie, mome than: 2300 are bea
oy held afesr dhey were idongs-
fed by Police as hasd aare subs
versives.  Sechrity. Forecs  also
discaversd 82 shol “gaes jn a
hide . ovd Tab Wagwruwala o
Butealid, T

Two boatloads of

Foh paval patrolon Tuesday right
destry el feo inat inads of rubvice.
gives cuibampling o Tec hom
Kottemodiy o Gandara by sea,
priditery  odlieials waqdl

~The twe molor heals carrying
the ormed suhversives had been
spotted by oavnl patrol o ihs
high scds’ between the tvrn soa-
thera cwilleges. . They apened

MORTH

IPKF ’smﬁsh 31

Heavily armed falbo trocps

hive  smashed . up o tbree cwesll
fortpied "TTLE S camps looited
AL thies Moflh Cenrtel Provipes

hopder  kitliog, abaut 300 and
winmd o severul mare, s The
Ao diplomat z0id.

Bhe snid the comps aited abaut

M kilametres. from  the horder

j.I! iha I:'h.it'ln:' "jh'rlg]%lh arvnmdl the:

Marary -lagenn were' (he birmeef

Among the  hardeors  subwer-
rives Errceted Was'a persun belie-
vod toc et the allemed Gissigsin
oF Jthe date  iks(rict  Minister

cfor Galle, GLV. 8, e Silva:

The Bilitary Forward  Hegd.
querters in OGalle ks drawa in
potsonne] frivm  Calle, Matara,
Hamhenints, Menceagala - apd
Embilipitive for the massivs
HpETii o,

Io s sveonp outaide Galle fown;
sepurity  foraes attackad o JvP
hidecut oo the Bowps ¥z
Hill also koown 4% Bumas Ela
Fundis o They ~discoversd Gl
Foottits (lacaly made fand gunay,
shot: pguns, - hiand. bombs, I¥P
Literature and pddery type aui-
T, :

gru subscedivis were  killed
apd five, mrdde Wete arested in
tliis  codounter, hae of ihe

fire at (hi

patcal anod the favy
relitbaal !

The beata were dostreyed o
eipht- - enbweraivos  oeee Ckilled,
the nilitary oficiala sajd.

The suhworsives; hal been floe-
ing  fram  the Kofleroduy arca
wiich was  part of & Zone in
whicly & muesive. seenrity. Torces

LTIE Foptificaticons, oidside
Mithikaikulbam o the Mullajaivy
distrzet, clestroved last’ year,

Thi diplemir. daid i gom-:
phes” wis spotted on “Murch 2
and  (he - fighting werl on For
three doys hefure the TUTE was
sverritn there. T

CMesn@hile, Tegan; hdlicnloa's:
LITE leader . hail® swallowed.

gytinide, reports ffom there said.

Digitized-by: Noolaham Foundatior:.
hootaham.orgfidavanaham.org

dend’ chas becn jdensified A
Yiveks, a hard eova woman sab
uereive,

The - acuthern  apsrations - are
urder - ibe o dhnrge of -~ Major
Gencral Ceoil Wiidvaratye and
arc. hoing Cdirected” byt 12 stajor
affleces. .

Maojor Genoral - Wuidpararpe
cualberred with-ollicers n elitrpe
ef palice stations in the Matica
diseriet. - With, oeperatings. due
o come. e close, the DI
hiree bieen given o seiias of gui-
delinca . to- follow both b the
ariny and . pulice top brasg,

Sauthern Provines Chicf Mings
ier, MLSeAmaras iy, wlso addras:
sed them o the  Guovernment’s
abjective of immediately restor-
i law wod Gider,

iy [.’i'.m:]

subversives destroyed

Opetaiinn wie underwny in the
st T2 hours.

I wid garried oot By 4 new
Ml litiry - Forwan] Heddyiscrars
i Madwra which is veder tha
charge of Majnr Genoral Ceofl
Waklyurathe, | Commander - of
Thvision. Ohe oF the 811 Lanka
Army, :

{ Sun )

TTE border camps, kill 50

The Indian Hish Corunission
wis Cunahle tn eonfirn or give
detaiis of Ahis desclapment.

The spuhespersan said -y laige
haul ol wenprie dnchuding AR
4f4 and a large gaanlity ot am-
munling were captoedd w4k kas
rapartye :

Shie xafd eight Tudinn saldiers
Weohe, Killed: apit 17 dnjoeed: m
the " ppsrations” 0 7 y



POLITICS WITHOUT POWER —
It can still be worthwhile! '

Hector Abhayavard hana

' Apcrsonality of heroic pro-

portions, such as Colvin R.
de Silva possessed had to stand
put in any society. Tall and
muscularly built with a mane
of hair that stood upright even
when it was  combed back.
Genial in countenance and ready
to break into laughter at the
first opportunity. Versatile with
a capacity for ‘hard work that
unfailingly burnt the midnight
oil into the early hours of the
morning. A man who took a
positive delight in excelling all
comers, including his own past
- performances.  And most of all,

a man who sought eagerly to

" be loved and appreciated by

" ¢vervbody among whom he

moved, and pave generously of

his own affection and esteem
‘as his part of the transaction.
Perhaps the finest of his per-
sonal qualities was his magna-
nimity. He nesver wrote his
speeches. Nothing bothered him
more than the spohisticated, in
fact snobbish, requirement to
produce a speech that could be
read out from print on an
annual  occasion devoted o
honouring the dead.. As ome
‘writer. recently related, he met
a request for the fext of a

- speech that he had just deli-

vered, with the remark that he
spoke from his heart.

And yet this remarkable man
spent more than fifty years of
- his political life without tasting
the fruit of real political power,
1 say ‘“‘real” potitical power,

‘becanse he served as a Minister

in charge of two portfolios,
Constitutional Affairs and Plan-
tations, in the United Front
Government of 1970 to 1975,
This: was not a <Government
formed by his political party,
the LSSP, except in the role
of a miner partner. It would
- be irue to say, therefore, that
Colvin R. de Silva died at the
ripe old age of eighty-three

without  realjsing his life’s

10

ambition of pufting himself and

his party in political power.

“The significance of this com-

. ment becomes even more captiva-
ting when it is remembered thaf,
 remarkable as Colvin was per-
‘sonally, there were personalities
no less remarkable who were
assocjated  with him in the

Lanka Sama Samaja Pariy.
There were five people, for
instance, who
launch the LSSP in December
1935, viz.. Philip Gunawardene,

N. M. Perera, Colvin R. de

Silva, Leslie Gocnewardene and
5. A. Wickremesinghe. Each
of them played a prominent
part in the fight against
imperialism and the winning of

democratic rights for the mass

of people. With perhaps the

‘single exception of Philip Gune-
wardene, all of them remained

true to their original beliefs
and refused to compromise their
socjalist principles. But none
of them was to succeed in
winning  political power to

implement the programmes for.

which all of them stood.

g I .ha_vc..- beard it said that what
is really’ remarkable about the
LSSP is that it was able to

spend more than fifty years in
the search  for power without

cver finding it.  The reference
is to the ability of the party

membership to hold together
for almost a human lifetime
despite the absence of  imme-

_diate success. . A political party.
is not a religious’ movement. Its
materigl
achievement as the fruit of their

members  look = for
exertions and sacrifice. ' The
question is whether such achie-
vement is expected in the short
termi or the long term. so long

as the prospect of achievement.
remains, there will always be
party members who are willing

to wait long periods for realis-
ing them. Thus a party that

can keep going for fifty yeus.

combined to

and more without winning power
surely reflects some firmness of
conviction among its members
relating to their intrinsic beliefs.

It is possible, however, to

‘exaggerate the strength of inner
convietion when estimating the

patience of the party’s member-

ship. - Thus, the winning of
- power cannot be related to total

power alone. There are many
kinds of compensation along
the road to total power. And

all ‘members of the party do
not set their sights on tatal

power.  Various sections of the
party.  find '
positions in Iocal bodies, mass
organisations, provincial coun-
cils etc. Their partial success

contributes to the general move-

ment of the party and sustains

the fight for total power of the

party as a whole. The problem

that would arise in such a
sitnation would relate to the

central leaderchip of the party

and the achievement of jis
-goals. Could it persevere with

its former goals or would it
be necessary 1o  accomodate
shorter-term prospects?

1 have said that, with per-
haps the exception of Philip
Gune wardene,  the  principal

- LSSP leadership of 1935 stood

by its early principles to the
end. Why then wese they una-
ble to implement them? An
explantion immediately suggests
itself: some of the. principles
for which the LSSP Jeaders

stood were not capable of
-immediate implementation in

the local context. Obviousty
this does not apply to  all the

LSSP’s principles. The 1935 -
~LSSP programme contained a
number of measures that could

be implemented through the
devices and interstices of the
State Council csystem of that
time: for instance, abelition of
the headman system; grazing
land for cattle; free education,
ete. As against this the dem-

_(The author, a veteran LSSP'er, is
a member of the party’s politburo. }

compensations  in

i FANEL
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oomd  Tor the  socialisation af

the means of production, distri-’

bution  antl exchange,  could
nat - be implermented  in - the
nepr  Twture, Demands o like

those -wers lopg term  demands.

But there is the danger thut
formulatiog - - the  problem. in

tlids way miay pive riseto the

impresgion thot the progeimmes

of tha LSSP iz 4o .eclectic

collection of populit 4lemands
put togethor at suitable mem-
enis. Such an impression would
be  wholly  unteue, | Political
porties, and revolutivoary puli
{iga) partics pacticularly, do ool
Limit their  functions to echodop
slogmgs  that  have wide buck-
iog amung the people. Even the
must gprestrained  damagapy at
eleciion Lime balks ot promiscs
that' ewt acrosg . intereats thot W
party g committed to o profect
Inthe em.c aof radical os rev-
alutivmiey parties, they . ure
distipguizhed. by their outlook
even miore {ham Dby theic prog-
rumme,. It s s coutleok . or
philesephy 1hat hinds such &
party 1o the piotection of Bec-
vices of specilic class intercsts.
This Iz whit istinguished the
LESF in the fhiies and -for-
tics  from  other' parties, The
[.38F then  cmbodied  the  foee

ward-looking, radicalised, mnds

erpistic - aspirations of. - the
younger - gencration, with  the
poiversity Az a0 impregnable
foriress. O such ' nurure - was
its  elaif - to- o represent . the
Tuture, ;

What . ig it that teck place
in the Fiffies. 1o chapge the
purty’s  destingy?  The - answeer
thut §s mest readily supplicd
is; Sinhale Laly and W, 5
W E. D DBanlarapaike U Bat
Blr. Bandomsoaike was far feem
th=  conse ~of  the changs: he
wis only the apgency by which
the change wos  bruueht about.
The ' road  was pived for Mg,
Bandaranaike by the fuilurs of
the L8P o develop itsslb ax
the priocipal’ anifier gad- buil-
dei of the modorn nation. thiet
was secking to  emerce io  the
then Cevlog: Philip, B, Colvin,
Leslie apd BA Wicks wer  in
their  prime - in. 1kGs

Philip:-  perhaps, = wis  aleeady

period. -

displaviog  his - prunsness Lo
appeaas  the clamobir o
Sinliala-Buddhist begemony. But
fhe - athers wrere a9 firme 6%
they haod  ‘ever been in kheir
rejection of Sinbala chanvinizo
Cinfostunately, o spiarn Siokals
chauvigism  was  wmat  enoupgh,
Vhisf - gonld - displace it The
wnsiwwer ihal the - LSSP and the

Commuoist Pasty pravided was

Sacialism | This was, wnloriuo-
atels,  not ihe answer 1Bat the

magses cxperted,  Nor owas it

what they were able a5 ¥t to
wnderatund.

Before prncesding i explain
whe  Buocislism- - wis, ool the
snswer 1 Sinbala  chauvinistm
or why  the tousses “could oot
sndersiand it we mey  beper-
mifted w litile diversion, Todax,
more  thio - seveoty—twn  veucd
after the  commencement -of
Sociilist . devslopment. io: . the
Boviet  Dnian, the leadership
of the Sowvict - froverament “cafls
out attention rathee sharply ta
the reality chat the eonstruciion
of Socialism in thoe LUSSE is
far from complets, It is being
told n% ;hal, EVET Sil.'ll.!': Legin’s
death, the Soviel Uoion, - fiss
iead of compicliop the consird-
tien . &f Eociaclism in o the
ceuntry ‘or prometing it gm fhe

world owtside, has been mnk-

ing thimgs . mars amd . more
difficult  haoth . for -~ ihe USSR
fnd the sworld:  New this js
not at all the pictuece that was
being given tn the world thros
vghout moce thun sixty . years.

In fact;, in Ceyloo, sver since

ithe Llate ‘thirtics, the LSSF had
been  eopwaed  in ielling - the
Ceylopess @ peaplc that  oeither
wilg - Bocilism o being (built in

the Soviet TImion moi waR fie

Savict® Gowerneent  secking : o
take Farward the sorld struprle
for - Bacialigm.  The TS%)F main-
tajoed thai 1he URSK Govern-

ment was-sing the Communist
worhd.

Patties. throughout the
mh cdnstraments of the Toreiga
palicy  of che mationa] - Soored
dtate.  Thereby thess Chnirounst
Parties were being indoced e
digrupt wnd - destort the: Bocials
ist - struggle g Their: respective
couniries,

Digitized by‘Noolaham Foundation:
neolaham:org {-aavanaham:org

T osinoly

* Yortpes. and

The revelations thist nre inmea-
taking place’  in ihe
Saviet Tlninn today substantisie
the L&3[s- criticisms of Howiel
and  other Commuuoist Porties'
polivies — and apgtions. . Bmull
wonder, thorefore, that  insiend

“af  devoting  its o attention 1o

the = partieular  peoblems. of
Clevlon, includiog - the  problzm
of - Ranhala - chiuwvinism, o the
Clevlon Commynist Party concees
nel isctf wilh elibomiing and
pxeculing the lios Ll dowa Ty
th= Crminteen ok latzr fhe
Commlorm far wll Comomeinist
Pacties o the world,: Such o
general ling, even if it is possi-
hlc to eovisape that excoptionul
Enowledpoe and jntuition. could
aroduse w mirachlons pIoRcripe
tieeit that wenld meef the  peesis
liaritiea of Il sibeatigns in the
tpdustrial eounlrizs ol the wavld
thrmegh 2 gingls formule,; could
have licohe validity in the vnder-
developed countries, . The conze-
quenyss bad 1o be digastros.

But this «does nob mean that;
by gemsop of s’ critedal Capp-
rouch to the Chmemamse Party's
policies, the LEST had o' be
poTreft  in - the . maler af s
oo policies in Ceylon: jn the
fittiea, © Op 1he
comirary. the L35 s own otiilu-
des aml prlicica flowed  out af
the peperal line of  opposition
0 Bowier Bssian and world
Stalimism. As part of the Foordh
interantionel,  the SLEEP - was
eopaged  in ihe intdenational
etruggle wguinst Stalinism whoss
principal struiegic objective was
the defence of the Bosist srare
apgaipst: sts iateroal and o ineds
pationsl engmizs snd the  buails
dinpg of a -new  internulionak
cenlre of world cevolutiao, In
the sitwarwnnin whick -the Fourlh
Imternayinpal found icscl,.  this
bad {0 be the doorinanst formm-
tive ipflumnoe puevalving L35
actimdes und’ palicies:  In-other
words, Cjust as o the - policies. of
the Conmunist Patty teok shape
through  the. subardinaiion - ol
Incal eapsideratinns to the Savied
Clover pment's  arbitenment,” the
purlicies of the LBEGP took shupe
in imverse feaction toethe Soviet
lime threwugh the doctrine of the

CtCanginged. i puge” My
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D Colvm R de Sllva

Tllak Gunawardhana. =

- Among Trotskyltes in Srila nka
Dr. Colyin R. de Silva resem-

bled Trotsky ‘most, in appea-
rance, except for the fact that
the former did not sport a’
‘goatee’. Pohtlcally they played

two different roles, and their
end came in two different ways.
We never  went
revolution that Russia experien-

ced, even though some thought

that we were close to one,

once in the fifties, and then : "gdm >
in the early seventies. If the

- fifties situation developed into
a full scale revolution, then
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva would
have had a sjgmﬁcant role to
play. But in the situation that
developed in' seventies, the
revolutionaries thought he was
- in the camp of the reactionaries
belping to. Prop up a petite-
bourgeois  government.  The
revolutionaries of the seventies
vintage never forgave the revolu-
tionaries  who taught = them
their first lessons in Marmsm
In the country as well, the two
major  Marxist partes failed
to consolidate the position they
fought and won in the forties
and fifties. In the first parlia-
ment Lhcy led the opposition,
giving ‘rise to hopes among
leftists in the country that they
would  even  capture
entirely through the ballot.

With  the advent of  the
S.L.F.P., the Sama Samaja Party
suffered disastrously, and by
1978 they did not have a single
representative  in - Parliament.
And  what an irony of fate,
when- at the end of the recen.
tly ‘held elections to parliament,
the United  Socialist Alliance
nomidated . Dr. Colvin R. De

- Silva as its national candidate |
in  Parliament, and even before

parllament could meet, he passea_
away! :

How do we assess hzs coniri.

bution 1o the' ‘politics of this
country? In terms of electoral -

success, or personal populanty
he' has® very little to show.
True he was

the: ﬁrst republtcan constltutmn

12

“through the

-power -

respunmble for

‘But that was in an S L, F P
dominated government,

respousible for a constitution,
the outcome would have been
very different. It is difficult to

_ say whether he really was proud
- of his Jegal contribution to the

consolidation of  a governmz.nt
that would have been charac-

terised by most as petite—bour

geois.,

. But those who kne.v what was
secunes:

going on  behind  the _
during the drafting of that
coustitution; knew that Dr.de
Silva did not allow the S.L.F.P.
tepal brains to have their own
way.  Time and again Felix
Dias Bandaranaike tried to
prevent Mrs. Sirimao Bandara-
naike from accepting Dr. de

Silva’s  draft. At one stage
Felix Dias submitted his own

In case -
Troskyites on their owpn came
~to power, and if he had been

“be a historic document.

In is hcre that Dr, de Silva

d:splayed his remarkable skills

45 a mnegotiator par excellence.

- Felix Dias with all the politi-

cal musele he had within the
S8.L.F.P. failed to get his draft
accepted, If it really came to
4 vote within that party, “he
could have had his way. Dr. de
Silva represented a2 dispensable
little ‘group in the left coalition,
They were outnumbered by the
3.L.F.P. faction. Yet Dr. de
Silva with the greatest of skill

out manouvered Felix Diasand

produced what is considered to

ked & decisive change ‘in our
political development. - Having

been tied to the Br:t:sh crown

for well over 150 years, and
declaring -~ dllegience  to the
British

rence of - colonial ties, it was

draft to the leader of the the Goverament that came in
SLEPS = - ain v e (Contimied an ange 10y
: Trrumphanr

You never feli

You. emerged from the Underground

As JR took off to San Francisco

With his modified Co-Prosperity thesis

That finally brought all to roosting
_In the shadow of the Stars & Strrpes
: Under the Hrsmg Sun '

: Some say now that 'thr's_ roosting
Logically led on to roasting

In cultutal revolutions, Jr’hads,
 Naxalbari and Napa!m

For the temptation of non- class contradrctrons_
The terrar and opium of tribal religion
Whose scrolls cloaked the Paper Trger
While Death stalked each fand.

U Karunat:lake :

It mar-

e e '%mu—&m TS R

sovereign even after
formal indepeadende, and seve-

s S o A e e Mg el e s g
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Ak ton Pivrme Miasstcr Beig-
i zir o Bl Chas ordersd ras
tirzcrent ol more hien 43 conins
primy codlizers, o believsd to be
bovnl fo hste fien: &in

s, Bhuito has  alsa cotoaled
the powcrs of the mapy 1oiel-
flariee Sgancy Gp n allempl o
Break the lipks  helween o the

sontolligence  ned-work und  the

pelitical epposition, The Swmday
Thiwew  repuried  From' cKaracht
toddy, : ]

While ritking i military hacks
lush from top officcs, the jemy
purze e o ikely o ckecppe {pp
support of " middicraaking nod
juoizr officers wWhote prumotion
wac held ap b Geno Bl

RLilitury sovreas sy the aemy
retircmoity had fhe supanrt of
General birss Aslam Bze, Thiel
af thic Army B, wha Tad g
iong meeting: with Wa. Bhilo
anTelamiabad lust oreck.

The Oeneal, - who  became
Chief of Stull after Fia's deuth
i plume crash | Basl  Aupost
s sonsisteotly pledaed 1o Teave
politivs fo the ‘paliticions?

in  wlet  Pokistan:  offcizia
deactebed us the higpest  mass
retiremunt for - five " vesrs, the
Frime Minister is altempting to
remerve the inloence of aifficors —

mny- oF “them hrighdicrs — wha

wwad their promotion and alle
ginpce o Gitps £

1o ooe unil slone; 1he avlil-
lery —corps, 13 Brigadiers will
bave to relire. ‘mhmast o third of
the top ofhicers, the reports suid.

Surveillance

The sodress said Mol Blvalo
Bad alseo taken wivitnd step 1o-
wards gomsoliduting “her power
T deciling “thar the ¥oter-Ser-
vico lnteligknoe Dirsctocst=C181)
must stop sondacting pobiiizal
surveillauce;

Tt weas, ame soaprce sagd, the
Tmeat onportant decison™  of
Benazir during her dhr=e minths
Icrnore dn pawer.

The, 151, which hag 00O 0
emplovess, coweroed apder Gen,
Tig gz anc.af the most ioluy=p-
tial ‘military sl inferoal sctu-
ity agency in fbhe third world.

It challeored more thin % ono
billion of Amerjieon aid to Ay
Hum pesistance. fiphterd  and  Inid
considerobla influences oo Pukio-
tani o paditics; leading - ablempts

to. diseredit  Phwto's  Pulkistar.

Poople’s " Party amd  Fomenting
Opposition, the reéport said.

Accotding to PPP and sepior
Guvérnment sousend, within e
weeks cof taking © power o Ma.
Benuzir Bhutto. formed] o eoms
miltee  to rcocganise tha intel-
ligenee servies, JPully pwure that
15T could wiidermins her owi
poFitiom:

She pluced io charge A Chief
Marshal  Zulfkar Ali - EKhaiog, o
PP suwpportar and Tormer Air

Force Conkmandar, with specific:

insiraetions o examins 150
A,

The Trime Minister cleverly
citcd the Godiogs of this ¢om-
orittee: fo suppart | this . week's
decisipd swid ana ey uiicial
afldiog ~ "she played her pards
intellipently,” the report sald.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation:
npalaham.org |.aavanaham.org

Benazir orders army purge

He satd hiy, Bhutto had onlered
the  trapsfer back o the acmy
of Bripadier Tmtisy Ahmsed, who
had  sersed (o oinE: wesrs as
157 chisf of doiecoul “paliticul
SOCTIF LY,

The ISLSA1T oow Eave tooon-
ceftrile un “ouinter intelipence
dnd  Cmilitery-related  atcority
alfyirs.™

Official Contact

Acenrding oo former 151 oHi-
cers, Wi Bhiotlo’s decisiog - will
Pevve moe fiesna Bar oofiein] cone
tuct hooveen. army oficers  gnd
puditicinms ~Uatililast week the
palitical wiag-of TSTaonld legatly
maintain - eontacrs widh Cpulis
Ticigeng. .

Biany belieyed ISI° wisc  reb-
pansiale” fur’ the  focmotion  of
ithe Elamic Democratic Alliinca
(104 before  last  Mavembare's
Eenerit clectlans fhe réport s,

Thia alttines of eight partiss

cmow runs Peojab s Proviace and

it #ajd [0 be behiod Tslowe
fundameninlists wha elaim - tho
nomioation of 4 owoemion 23 Prina
Minister was antwn-lslamie
act®, :

M. Bhptto embarrazzed by (he
ey over Balman Roshdies baok,
Fhe ¥otandc - Werges, “koew abuout
I81's rols amang the fwndamco-
tplist oppositive apd decided to
o2t before fhe sifuation gor oul
of . contenl;

A= part of ber campnign of
teying 0 stop the Telamic resur-
renss, she kas bowned oo landa-
meeniait Tiully cim Ishipeabud
tominriow, CBob aauldobs o swid
they plag 1o defy the  bun and
o imerease theie efforts for the
Prime Minister's resipnation.
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_Gorbachev' Indo-Sowet tles are dynamlc

MOSCOW

he Soviet Pr'es-id'_ent Mlkhaﬂ

-Gorbachev said that his coun-
iry’s relations with India were
acquiring 4 dynamle nature,

"He was making a ma_;or speech
on foreign policy matters on
Thursday at Kiev, the Ukranlan
capital. :

“On Soviet — US relatlons he"
said  improvement in the rela-

tions between the two countries

has been a major break-through

for the entire world. He said

that the approach of two coun-
tries had made it possible to

remove a large rock. “hanging
over mankind.

Mr. Gorbachev. told the gather-'

- ing the radical change in the

© was  another
- alienation which - at {imes be»
~came  hostile between the two.
- great socialist powers, has now
moved to.the road of peace and

Soviet—-Chinese relations Wthh
tumbling  block,

pProgress. o
First time

‘Mikhail Gofbéchev reminded

that it was for the first time
in the entire post world war

era Soviet Union has been able
to enhance its national security

without resorting to any military
build-up and growth of defence
expendltures

On ' the contrary, Soviet Umon

‘has begun reviewing its military
doctrine giving it an entlrely_

defensive character.
He reiterated that Soviet Uni-

on’s foreign policy was firmly

b'ised on principles of freedom

- of choice, a balance of interests

and interpationalisation of many
a2 problem. But he regretted
anti-Sovietism-has not been given
up by the architects of military
budgets and mllltary—mdustrlal
complex.

He spelt out two ma}or ‘pre-

‘mises ‘of his country’s forcign

policy, namely impossibility of
ensuring one’s own security

without taking into account of

the security interests of the others,

futility of attempts of building_-

reliable security system in the
nuclear age by military means

and secondly,  impossibility for.
any society - achieving progress

while remaining in isolation from
the rest of the world.

(Continued on page .20)

Benazir to repeal all anti-women Iaws

he Paklst_an Prime Minister
Ms Benazir Bhutto, has said

that those who opposed her on -
the ground that a woman could
pot be Premier in an Islamic .

country had changed their stance
so often they were now devoid
of credibility.

- In an impassioned speech to
women activists at the 40th an-

niversary of the founding of the
All-Pakistan Women Association
(APWA) here late Wednesday,
Ms. Bhutto said Her Government
would ‘repeal all Jaws that dis-

criminated’ against Women.

It is not a question as to who
man - or wo'man should rule

Pakrstan Instead the basuc ques--

tion is how should the eountry

be run.’’ she said.

A conference by -ulem_as (reli-

gious scholars) stated recently
. that a woman could not be a

Head of Government, a charge

used durmg her. campaign last

year.

-Ms. Bhutto questloned their
findings,
those of another religious con-
ference  held earlier which, she
said, had stated that Islam al-
lowed a woman to be not only
Head of Government but also
Head of State. :

_ “Either the first set of uiemas

contrasting them to-

were rlght or lymg, or these
ulemas are lying or are rlght
she said. <In any case, their
cred1b111ty is in doubt.”

‘Ms. Bhutto told the APWA

that the Pakistani Constitution
gave men and women equal rights

and that even the amendments

added by the late President Gen.

Zia permitted a woman premier..

In the amended Constitution

“which was adopted under the

patronage of a self-styled pro-

claimed fundamentalist, it was
given that a woman could be-
come ‘2 Head of Government

in Pakistan, Then why this
contradiction 7, she asked : i

‘lndla an lmp.ortant trade partner for

he 11101 eas:ng tmdehber’rlnd-'
tion in India and the growing:
-awareneSs in the U. 8§, of.the-
full market potential of - the
_country and its emerging role
as a supplier of goods and.

services will continue to aceceler-
ate bilateral commercial growth;

the 1.S Consul-General for

South India.: Mr. Thomas M.'F.
T:mberman, said here today.

Inauguratmg “ShowcasemUSA~'

14

89 an exhibition of malti ln-___
dustry - catalogues at the Anna
Un;vermt}{, “he  said “the U. S

was leading in foreign collabora-

tions and direct investments in
India. In 1988 investments in.

India totailed $ 65 mzllmns the:
balunce of trade was in. Indla i

fayour, and the 1mports_had"_‘

gone up by 15 per cent.

‘Mr. Timberman sald St S‘:_:
now con51dered India an !mpor-

.5
tant partner, and thlS ‘was re-'_
flected jn the ‘hefty hike in the

number _of ]omt ventures — an

increase of over 20 per ceﬂt from :

last year. ..

' With the  U. S._t_ra_de deﬁclt_
running to over § 150 billions
and the national debt totalling
S P trillions, the 1. 8. manu-
facturers

new avenues. .

were working hard to
push -up. exports and explore

it




POVERTY IN THE SUB-CONTINENT

Militarism to blame

K. F. Rustamjl

T Indiopn Fiaice Wlinister

rieondly adviged all minis-
trigs fib -3 feclile gor) uf-swoize
T BRI s, Mubaly - will
bisten ithim. ko vonseguenco
W will oot be oakle o to Fiad
resnucoes Uik awe Wil need fae
fizaling poverly, which cupht o
be our Firdd conczrn,

Withio s shove tisie the Rauth
Anign Assosintion for  Rewienil
Co-apertbion and  ho gooedaiil
gencrated will pass dcle hisioTy,
and owe oonlk go bacl L ghe
ald routine of Capcnding mors
s mgre o secaraty,  less o sad
iezs on devclopmient; ihereby
crcdking arore 2nd o more  dis-
satafaetion. T TPakisiao: ‘this
tepe of rockless spending . waz
e Gapse of the end of a
licttorshin, I we  are oo
cara[nl, - it el mnke  usoon
fontering demoericy.

The hawks (il Toadiy - ghoot
the ‘military nimbitiang of Pakjsz-
wn — they - wiot revenge, ey
sk, Ieodairmess we st pid
the reapord  seraight.  Pakistun
his pot engzged inoany milivary
inctiativen after 1965 The Pukis-
tan stanec bas beeg dal=2ncive
throughout' owith 2 litl=hit of
shouriig wheo lhey  fell we
OrERS ARgrossives  The initiaiirg
A the =19 war wig - eleirly
aufs, when we owent 1o help
ihe East Bepgalis, apd provoked
the - lapliess Yuhya io to sttack.
T

Hard Raalitiaz

AL the geal putiens of ‘ihe
world are dalkiog . about diszi.
anaonent. TEis ebvicus that choy
have  been contreoted wnth ihe
hard realitivs of their coowimie
sifuaiion, wnd  Chave  sesn the
thiigers ol disconteac i
a rewilein theic pEaple, " China
T pecuiead s wroy by s Capril,
The Soviel Union iz 1.'.-il.|'|-'|1':11.'.-'j|:|5
bali-s-million men feom Curope.
All oations are teying to make
ute. of detente (o sedios expens:

[The author is a sperialis an
aRary affaire]

ditare. - Thal powerlil ‘economy,
the “Tinitsd  States, = stecped
i tlebi, wnd  mimerous smailer
natiins huive Becime Danktupt,
When will we see the warning?

Put a problem of dotonte with
Takistan e @ buresaccal. cmapd
his avawer will bo. “Tow gan
weSredue cexpcenditire  if cwe
an ' frest them™

Put it toe 3 diplomet ami von
will et all’ ¢he  wrell chisen
wirds ol elitz diplomatic jar-
moncthat - huild -up' o e stiptes
ment that we should wail ond
set o owhcther detente Gwill S luat,
Put it 4o w politician yod - he
will aay, Mo, nd, will the
voters opprove, and §f may create
uncrmplirment,”  Torgstting thar
if e security badpst is redoced
by anly 10 per cent wear, it
miy enuble uwz to hgve all the
elecirioity wa meed  for Tarm
anel fuctory o five ¥ears time,
and give more emplotment

Put it tooa geneml und oo
will gel ‘the most seozible ans-
wer, What  ars the  thesat
pergeptions®  T0 wnu -feel they
arelmwer, Teduse  expenditurs
By all meanss but dun't blame
uy  for unpreparedoess i you
are proved wronp',

Mo Debats

Cretteng oul of the rut of post
thinking 1% the problem we hove

“to faec.  Unfortanatily, oobady

excopt We, Rajiv Gandhi pro-
poaads docirioe noour Jemos
eracy.  Thege is mo thepretician
i the Conpress  parly, Cun 3
Prime Minister, hémmed in by
afl snrls of capricious erifics,
formulide ideas fof petting poblic
epinion withmat. involving him-
wlf o sensaless confroversy?
Llz muost encourages fhe tl‘LiﬂF;.':inE
secfion in hia Cabioet to rags
public debates, a3 Mr. Vasani
Bofhe docs from Home o tirme.
There &'¢ maoy' men in the

THE REGIOMN

Coogress - wan can do it 3vhy
ot arganise the groundswel]l af
public: wpinicn: in this wiy?

Do we in o omir  deémocracy
show sensitivity 1o 1he probless
of the  millions whu, bBalow the
poveety . lioe, © live i precarious
cxiftence duy  aller duy? W
presume  they ol pot destove
the benpsfts of democtacy, A
new class of supsr-rich prsuns
has  arisen alter  indcpendencs
in o the worhl's  I7th poorese
oation. The middle class hua
eapatnded - ssnsiderably, byt o he
puor  have ifso proportioontely
inereascd, and they hawe nu say
in the wmioagement of  dhcir
uifairs.  They ara nol sven shle
o project. what fhey need.

e cxprcted that demoeracy
would  emiible thom  to helter
theer Lt We Felt that the Yole
would epable them {9 infhiepoe
palitics and Guoveranient. Moo
thipg of the aort his happeged.
W have gt wyed to their pre-
smve. Wo are peiting used 3o
iheir - sollen - mizery.  We ' anby
i:llun in a bureavieeatic wiy. fo
wlp o few families with credit
apd  income eviluations, called
Poveriy  fifvgpmiiminces.  The: pes-
tless nass of the ponr will posh
us intn ehaos unlost we give
them support i development

Tmihit is gadd L be woentally
naft alfuoed o revelution. [l
Fact - fhat it has pever had one
in Nistory is trus. ALl 1lad we
Bave had - was & monoviolenot
vhinge when ihe Britsh lelt,
Whut ic Porgotien - is that dime
and agaln we have kil some-
thing waorse dhan. revelution
chaos. We sepgt 100 have For-
gatten the partition cicts. o
the. last perind of chaos that
ooctreed  fowards the end of
hughal: rute. - Agsin-and arain,
auarchy hai stalked (he Iand.
Ita frequency. and inteosity §+
e sing.

L



We shﬁuld éxpcct-'the frequency
to increase because times have

changed. The population is in-
creasing rapidly. The poor are.

changing too; even the doctrine
of karma is no lopger accepted.
TV, cinema, newspapers, educa-
tion, word-of-month
visits to cities and towns have
created so much restlessness in
the poor that it can erupt and
- cause firetrievable damage to
the pation. = ' '

The basic cause of disorder

is economic insecurity combined
with political incitement. You
can see it clearly in the Vijaya-
wada ouiburst. You can see it
“in the 1984 riots in Delhi, or

the communal outbursts of Uttar
Pradesh, almost one every month.

What does the attack on Safdar

Hashmi show, or the pangland

wars in Bihar? Even partition
was  caused by the desire to
_possess what someone else had,
accentuated by political drive.

Danger Ignbredg

1 am surprised that owr poli~
ticians cannot see the danger.

Even the Oposition  which is

 looking for causes to espouse

ignores it.  [nstead they spend
that time in cacophonous uproar
over Bofors. : -

* Tn our democratic systent, the
_poor have one great disadvantage
—- they are not able to articulate
their feelings and frustrations
in a-strikiog manner. A fractured
- society,. riven with caste and
occupation and status, ensures
that -any move to help the poor
ends. in nothing. S

- The person who has seen the
danger at first hand of neglecting
this important problem, and has
spoken ‘about it -with splendid

courage, is Ms. Benazir Bhutto:
Is it not remarkable that ‘this

young politician, who fought for

democracy and won in a country

we all thought worshipped mili-

tarism, has had- the courage to-

give a clarion call to this sub-
continent to change direction;
and divert resources from arma-
ment to development? & 700

rumour,

she realises that the

- In the sub-continent of India;

. Pakistan and Bangladesh, where

millions live on the edge of
extinction; and where millions

leave  their village homes every

vear to put up hovels in squalid
shanty-towns just -to survive,

-the - voice of the poor is not
‘heard. There is no way, except
in-an election, to' make their:
feelings clear, and even in ihat

they are misled. Ms. Bhutto
has lived in turmoil, .and owes
her place to the poor, and so
removal
of poverty has got to be her
first concern.  Mr. Gandhi too

thinks the same, and he has a
problem which is much bigger

in magnitude.

Cosy & Cynical

~Very  few, however, of the
people who crowd around our

two Prime Ministers have any
experience of poverty. Many of
them have never visited a wvil-

lage — nor ‘even a city slum.
In their cosy little cubicles they
spend their time scratching for

power and keeping the system

going. They are busy having

- *a hard look.” Cynical, suspi-
cious, ever alert to shoot down
- every noble idea with distrust,

they always play for safefy. -

How do  we introduce: the

poorest and the most depressed’
_into - ‘‘Focus” on television, or

put him up before 4 newspaper
editor who talks of going slow

on disarmament, or to-the eca~
Lk iyears of
ahead’’ -and is not .

nomist who ‘sees
bueyancy
prepared to assuré us that the

_poverly line will not expand due

to deficits, extravagance and in-
flation? How are we going to
make poverty visible when many.

politicians pretend that it does

not exist, or will soon disappear?

" These are the people that we
are - relentlessly goading - into
violence owing to our excessive
fear’ of being overwhelmed by

Pakistan, They will smash and
burn' when they see that their
Tot ¢ould have been- changed,

and ‘we' refused to change it.

Then :it 'will- be our turn fo
_suffer, and those who lead the
_carnage will shout Toudly “They

deserve it -

~ Then perhaps the Finance
‘Minister may speak a little more
emphatically on
ecopomy. = -7

Dr. (_.‘olwir';_r.._ i

: (Car;!inuétf'from" page 12;

1970 that legally confirmed our,
sovereignity with a constitution

that was the first of its kind
drafted  and
_country itself.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva will

political history.

~ His contribution to the t'heory"

and = practice of Marxism will
require a - detailed . assessment.
Hector Abeywardana in a pre-
vious - issue . of - th¢ ‘Lanka
Guardian® had made a  Dbrief
attempt,

shing a collection of articles
written by Dr.
“Bilva. The history of the Sama-
samajist movement inthe country
has already attracted the atten-

tion of scholars from here and

abroad. Some of - -this writing

was undertaken at a time when
the Party was playing an impor-

tant role  in. ‘the forties and
fifties (even extending up to

the sixties). These assessments

‘need periodic revision in the
light of new political develop-
ments in the country. = Recent
changes in the composition of

the ruling party itself would
have to be seen in the light of

the pioneering work done mainly
by the Samasamaja  Party in

its” years of pgrowth. While the
party itself may have suffered
electoral misfortunes, refreating
to a .position with no sigmi-

~ ficant political support -in the

country, its early policies. and.

work still form ‘the basis of

~ policies of parties that- have
come to power,  To this historic

role that the Samsamaja’ Party

had played, Dr. Colvin R De

Silva: could claim to have made

a contribution that ‘only the late

Dr. N.- M. Perera could - equal.

the need for

ratified in this

always be associated with that
epoch making change in our

Batty Weerakeon in
@  way contributed - to that
- dssessment, rtecently by publi-

Colvin R de
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Part HI

Mobilising youth as change

Dayela | Abeysekera

ha o alleeation of 0t least
soqe Cquarter dereof - public
fand within elose cproximiby ‘1o
the. genfral spread Of “the resi-
denpes of the T ta  put op
1he Fanasehi is wilil her i

Pocpye dbe plin sl hawve.

the Junascla Tocality o5 o mhelews
to  embark. on truining - prcs
LT LTS, JCaraE - EEETALITE
veoturss, winhile  ofice Apubliv
daye”, 1L acuvdscs ond - any
ather ‘wetivity  that is  deécmed
as mooessary by the CNIC CEar
the bettecment  ul Life of afs
JUE e ntarehip,

The imnicdiate requirement Tor
the Jigaselda: aildioe will. b 2
boutique—Troait - for  condudding
retiil Lrpnsactiong, w stors Trem
ia stock fhe commadities und
i dhectiop oo whoes o ahe
heads or tbeir repoescutative of
#aeh of the witlings JiE familics
will he sble to mest o z2od cooe
deliberations  asnd
garry  out  ather raioing pros
grammed  designed by {hem i
adgnciatiol @ith povernmentisl
departments | authorities | WGk,
Tm case the proposal for inooipa-
viiting the MN%  within - the
VIC hiausehy complex is- scocp-
ted, apother baoking gcil will
hose o be wmdded  fo o tho
brilding.

Linking Governmental

Extension Services
with the Village

A erucial prihlém of devclon-
ment 3o e daveloping | olntry
veith = swelfurist . syslem i% This
non-linkige. of esignsinn IV
gereowith the tirgal b stErves
tn crewch, wizi the eommarn
peuple, The wust army ol public
serwuncs has  beens  imsuladed
within o eysrem of  celf-purps-
fvation and  bursaoeratizutivo
resdliing oo blddant  derslic-
danms el duty s thae- 33 oot
punishable by faw but oo mors
ciwen 5 pewarded by the syscem.
Sucial

i, ..-{nt.!r:j'.;'t'kc.l'ﬂ' by A, - Resdl
dent  Represeaioiive of | FORET,
i Noerwepian NGO

Accountability ¥4 noo=

extant. The sourez  of  this
apailiy. oe. ineleclivenais- is 1hs

Btats amd & piditical elite that-

iv pramatily - imfeph oo eyatem-
mainfenages  ant goi o of soeisd
chinze, mobilization of “peopls
and. weglth  geoematicn. SThiz
pebict could be chanosd  drasi-
cally if - she o political will a2
thers © fo 0 instituticoniize . lhe
achievement: of holy orders” hike
carcel gdvunoement | on csoeial
aoeouncalitity.

T~ hring - the udregsccuey
within ¢each ‘of  the willigs
cummenity,. A represeofative’ of
wich Cservice Hine  should wiait
the Jaoasels comples Al - pre-
uppaioted: intervals [lertmaghtlyy
mcathlyl~ when the J@s Eould
piime with Abeir problems  and
divouss with oiicinds. the  best
slratefry o overcome S Ihem,
Mobile  tcama of oficers showld
be Cincnrporated | inen tho ngepcy
cxtending derviges o the public,

Incurpnratiﬁg the Educated
Youth as Chanpge Agents

Moy oot bBikely chat, duos
1y gun:ri,l.til:rur.. o _P:.'L'-.xj\.'u ACOC]s
tumus of poverty,  the bulk of
the older JBs muyr oot respond
fo the TP with the entbusiasm
End innovabivensss - thut 0 de-
smandse To astivate thom o fow
cdugated  hots nhemploved youih
af the edmmuncty  {ehe eonnld
o arwtside the familiz: of JHx)
shyuld Be mcorpordied imti: the
JP as  Change  Ageals. - Such
s ecticons should  be - masle on
lsidership:  qualities. commit-
ment o the ethic -¢f sociul
service . wod 0 oof  cdurss, past
perforniinee,

The edupated  wouth wrowld be!

the most-potent - human Tesouros
avuiloble withincg village sciting.
Angerod by 3 aystomn that stifles
ther! potenibial dhe vouth chare
god with the missiom of ericdi=

caling. poveriy will becoms ahe

culting redpe of the' JP. . They
will exWore the  JBE, -uoffinikls
and the rest of the community
too Jive wmp to the promise of
the ¥ It may he prodent  eo
bave special- inenme’ geqorating
nohivities wnd driiming | pro-

Digitized by’ Noolaham-Foundation:.
noolaham.orgs| aavanahai-ong

ﬁgents

arammes targeted ut the yanch,
asgibly stimulated thriugh the
M5 which gonld gu hagd-ia-
Tand with e investmsol prios
gramsimes [ot tho TBs,

Cancluding. Remarks

the proposed fortifcation of
the JT throvgh ihe catablish-
mend. of the WIC and - the
Linascla eomplex is aduoictediy
aostructuring’ of an  others'ise
fexibly adapinble programime,

It wae assumed thal o ecven
with t1he granciig of @no i0ncat-
mont . egapital of FRa. 25,000
por. TB fumily, the fomily alana
fad migimul chance of  breaks
ing away from ihe vioious cyele
af poverty and deprivation. I
wiad  the o batiet” of - ihis - writer
il devaid  of oan orgaoisi-
tiopak base.and iptense nobili-
entinn of the I1Bs, the chances
of ut feast two thirds ol them
cmuncipaiimy  thomsefves  from
poverty wers rematd.  This, Cha
fortificatico ol the 1P e
propoged.

Tt wight he pointed oot that
what i5 propuosed  §5 the Dime-
tested Taranuln For capitsl forma-

tinp o ithgn the Tosinrie - BoArYS

rucil ar urhan sctting, Lmbarks
0B ruonioga honiigue, sateriug
to the Busie food pesds uf the
rurad  populition. - Before  long
he puron oudl G bethe o village
MUDALALL sipea he sells the
gnads that wre i anost d eaaad.
Thiy hooormes i recirrent sourco
af eipitel  scedmulation for the
MULALATT and g constamh
spures ol Bhondage to the custo-
mer whe invariably has 1o soek
eredit {ceam him.

The proposed Jonpsels | eom-
plex  seeks 1o replioute this
hwsic truism io capital . formi-
tion wich the exclusion of the
exphoitadive  soeinl orclatioos
between petty  cupitalist  and

impuyverished consumer.  fn ths

Ninwseln, the  sapitelist  and
piosumer aree meshed: infor one:
ourturing and ccinforcing: each
other through A unique proctss
of  eelatively  fan-cxploiatrs
Procesy.

(Conclnded)
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to link up__
with

: iechnology”’”'-

Few other countries can claim |
that capital invested over -
15 centuries ago in extenswe
irrigation programmes is
still contrlbutlng to theirlife. -

gl

... and Srilanka is linking modern technology
L to these age old assets through the Mahaweli
i~ Diversion Complex which W|II assuredly lift us
© ' into a hetter life.

cic channels a wlde range of expertrse into Srl .
Lanka’s agriculture and industry. From Paddy  §

. Figld to Factory Floor from Plantation. too |
S Cottage Weaver.

Modern experﬂse meahs
lmproved quallty

YAL-3PME

Bigitized by-Ndolaham Fotindation.
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Part I

The impact of or
Electoral politics

Vasantha Amaracinghs

It was clear tho| Fremier Prema.
sag dlope was resolotely eppogod
Heo went out of
Wi way. oo explicitly. eontradict
Ehe vrimwd that the IV orne opees
ponsible Tor the erisizg gaviag
soi publicly on-many oceasinms,
from the {ime thet his sominntion
was anmiunaed {for cxample in
Hong  Koog: in Septomber 1088-
Y2y far as the violeace and the
ctimes thuof are pow prevailing
in eerfnin arsas ol Spi Laaka

it conceracd, | eennot pronsunce -

the I¥P guiley.™ ¢Bally Kews 289 )

Iig went a5 Ffir as to Ffores

the Beoectary to the Presodent,

WALP. Menikdiwela, to rétraet

and  apolopise fur an  official
communique he nd jsreed. Tha
state ment of Loth  ™Movember had
annvuped  that “"The Prime
hlinister | added thit the Jdjs-

csoluting of Purlizment can e

conaidersd i tha Ieideraltip of
the JVP will stop vinlenoe, entdr
the mainstream of palities snd
eonnenit fo serve jo tho Interim
Admitisimation " Two days later,
Mentkdiweln “correctod an error
in’ ke ztaremeat, ANpOUN cin
that “|he Prime Mintater hod nel
said dhat the dicselution conld
be considered T the IVE leader.
ship, wonld siop wiclence™, =nd
ihat at wo time in the ditenssion
bl the Brime Minicter attributed
vinleoes Lo the TVE?

H aleo appeared af thiz 1ime
thaf feclings wero mutual. if we
Are ko oo By widely-diztribried

publivitions and stitrments Ep-

pesed to hive Been issuel by
In these the TVP und
the DIV wirdlently attacked the
President cind seleeted ministers,
os well s, fur somerime after
the mominaticn, SLEP leader
Mrs, Bandarannike.  The Seiday
Times published fon 6711 and 137173
i translation of & lengthy com-
manication purporied to huve
bezo sent by I¥T leader Rohuno

ijemccra, in response to uas-

Troms addressed o him io their
seiler pilper the Lonhadfes. Among
s nnnEds . ol wery long answears
dbe bricles B the respinse o
W qQurstion. whout - the  Prime
Aliniste:

EPrime Minister R Premodeso
dals mot spEnk - dgainst o the
WP He poblicly: stitzs that
the TVE shoold-noet be -held
reapronsibic For the potz of wia-
kenco e the councry.  What
Fergenn - pder of ORiE agtioms T

A¥hoover ey omay br, ows
Judge people by the things
they do and oot on what they
SEY. :

The mwio  obfectives ol sub.
versive vivlenez and Southern tor.
rofism o the weeks prececding
the p:.:l]! wern ba hring the terpop
campaige ta  such frighteaing
levels: that it would enforge 3
vompulsoey boveott of the gles-
tion by voters,

The awtiens to prevent volers
Ering 1o thiz polls tonk the form
af i psyehology of terror, actual
EiHings (incloding those of eles-
Hon' eilizialy: on - elestion dayy,
blocking uf reads, the cxploding
i “Bombs, stopping of  public
tranaport. pnd  the  sisterruplion
of power, postal @nd txlegraphic
cometdnications,  Cosditions in
Matara io the week’ before the
pull are represcatative of many
Snnthern and Worth-Ceatral arcas.
To Midica the pall wus precseded
by an effective ‘curfew’ imposcd
Iy the taubwersive orpunisation’
Peaple were tild to remain in
their  houscs after 600 jm, tn
Wirn ~off all  lights, radres aod
lelevigions, Onp the moeping of
the poll ‘6 newr et o posters
YOREL Up, some N very  Jaroe
charasiers, warning yobers that
“the  penalty  for  votiog | was
death'', Here, 22 in mony arcas,
it was oply the intervention of
the security forces {hat created
the condiceens’ later in thé day
for nt “leasl some sections. ol
e populatinn bo cusk their voles,

Digitized by:Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham:org | aavanaham.org

ganised violence on

Whit 12 most signifierot ' is
that these distuptions were' mast
Fele and ‘most ofcctive o the
Jouthern elvstoral disiricla, agch
s hlatars,  Galls, | Flambyntokl,
Meoeneragala il of which recarded
Lows:pronl [5 {30 545, 40 TR A0 450
wind VCLOEE respectivelyy, and
thy MNorlh-Ceatral  discricts - of
Antradbupura (4036850, Kurnge:
gala (S0O3%Y, Matale (M128%,
Polonnaruwa (37395 dnd Badulla
(A180%), all highly rural - wroas
im mast oaf which dhe SLEP
brickitiomnally commanded o hjsh
degres of support, especially o
the outling willages ruther thin
in the towns,

The  foor moulhern  districts
mentioned above. hud 3 tetal
registered wote of just ower 1.4%
million, of which ooly 14,2254
voled,  AIl fomr distelets repiss
tered m - veoy hiph poll in the
1982 presidential  election, alf
ever AL, If we comsider. tha
fizures Foe the Galle and Matara
Iristrices whichk the SLFP wap
in the present  slection, they
would fuve gnived spproximaely
SOOO00 ¥ores meare thun e LINP
had at leust S04 voted §n the
game woy that people dctually
votedk oo the 1%h Desember.
The situntion i the Narrh-
Ceniend disteicts 15 similar.  The
SLUP won (55,15% of the walid’
vota and SE25% of e fepistered
¥ute)] in Apuradhapura (whers
4365 polled), snd might have
gained & majority of  more fhan
32000 aver the UNP bad 0%
voted  |n 1he semc propertions.
For- & pumber of rewsons, i
i possibiz to think that cven
i Lhiss Southers and - Worlh-
Ceateal disteicts which polled
lirw and weoee won by the LINP,
the SLFP tnay well hiuve oblgined
A majosity. o Reparts and doens
mentary cvedence clearly indicote
that i these troubled, ow-pale
ling rurab Sinbola. clectorutes,
the mast Badly atfected polling
stations wer2 ip tho villaoes off
the heaten track, Vaoliog was

1%



easier in the town areas and on
main roads which were kept open
by security forces. The superior
" UJNP organisation, with its better
transport facilities, would have

been able toj pull outimore of

its voters to the polls than the
SEEP; ; e
"It has already been pointed
out that high polling and large
" UNP gains were made in areas
where traditionally UNP-voting
ethnic and religious minorities

dominated. - The sealing—off of

the poor, rural Sinhala vote,
with many instances of entire
villages that were unable to cast
a single vote, must have made
iremendous inroads into the
SLFP’s position. An article by

Outsider in the Sunday Times of

gth January (sections of which

had been deleted on legal advice),

showed swings to the SLFP in
19 of the 22 districts, with swings

of 15.89%, 19.20% and 18.66%

in Galle, Matara and Anuradha-
~ pura, respectively. If these three
medium-low polling arcas reflec-

ted a general trend in the Sinbala

rural constituencies.

The nine districts listed earlier

have 4 total registered vote of
2.522559. In fact only 50.97%,
(i.e, 1,285,768) of these voters
went to the polts, and 23,201
votes were spoilt. A total of
1,236,791 voters did mot vote.
If the polls had been in the
usual range of 70-80%/, 'between
1,765,791 and 2,018,047 could have
been expected to vote in the
presidential election under norma_l
conditions. Had, for example,
even 54.25% (the percentage
~ obtaiped by the SLFP in Anu-
radhapura District), of these
voted for the SLFP, adding up
to another 1,094,790 1o their
final total, a very different result
might have transpired.

The four remaining districts,

which registered a%less than 60%

poll — Batticaloa (58.48%), Trin-
comalee (53.8190), Jaffna (21.92%)

and Wanni (13.79%) — were all

within the Northern and Eastern

- greas, affected by.the ethnic con-
flict and occupied by the Indian
Peace-Keeping Force (IPKF). In
the presidential election of 1982,

121,389 votes were won by the

SLFP here and 133,830 by Jaye-
_war_dene, the "UNP .pandidatc.'

50 =

“populist !
Colombo’sslums. If hiseconomic

- While they may not necessarily

have given high votes to the
SLEP, and the presence of another

- candidate® this time with poten-
‘tially wide support in these
areas may have aflected the voting
pattern, it would not have helped
the UUNP candidate much. [t

has to be noted that Mrs. Ban-
daranaike’s election petition sin-

~ gles out these north-east districts

as areas where free polling
was deliberately prevented by
death threats, etc. As there is
no question of DIV or JVP
activity in these areas, this raises

the interesting question of who

was responsible for a campaign
which seems to have been nation-
wide?. : :

- Another commentator, the thrust
of whose argument is so different
from ours, nevertheless conceded
this when she wrote, “In the
final analysis it has to be said
that the JVP may have lost the

election for Mrs. Bandaranaike”
(Radhika Coomaraswamy _i'n_the

Lanka Guardian 1]189).

-~ The eqgually important jssue
is whether a free and fair election
would have produced a very dif-
ferent Ttesult,
may partially answer this question.

S0 also may the results of the

February parliamentary poll and
the political atmosphere in which
takes place. The answers may
not be of more than academic

interest: in themselves, What is

really important is whether
Premadasa’s regime, will solve
the problems of economic deve-

‘Jopment and social unrest in

Sri Lanka. S
Premadasa is known to be one
of the country’s most dynamic
and go-getting political leaders:
However, will the present path
of violence destroy the democ-
ratic  traditions built vp in the
country over the last 50 years?

Should this happen, one of Asia’s
most politically developed demo-
cracies could fall to the lowest.

political and econcmic place in
the region. Premadasa built his
‘political career in

programme fails to deliver the

goods, it may one day lead to
a -crisis much greater than that

which enguifed Sri - Lanka in
Bk e -

The first symptoms of the
present disease of large-scale
Hterrorist” violence to achieve

political ends were visible in

the Referendum of 1982 and Sri
Lanka’s mysteriously engineered
holocaust of 1983, The failure

to see thatthe presidential election

of 1988 was not just an exercise

in electoral politics holds very -
_great- dangers for Sri Lanka’s

political future. The test of
whether it can still have a genui-
nely free and fair election will
be the parliamentary eclection of
15 February. As this article is
being written, one month before
that event, the indications are
that it may be as flawed and as

questionable as the presidential

election. e
' (Concludéd)

Careful analysis

Gorbacheyv. . . :
: (Continued from page 14)
Home scene
- On the home scene, Soviet
President referred to those forces
in the society, which occupying

important places in the various

sectors of the society, looking
for  perestroika petering outin
due course and everything then
going back te the old track,

_ But that his main thrust was

on giving  socialism a human
face. - e S

‘He again made a forceful plea
to eliminate the existing deficit
of many consumer goods and

drew attention to the fact that

production indices were showing
upward trend but acute shortages
of wvital necessities prevailed. -

~ Barlier in the day Mr. Gor-

bachev made his first visit to

the Chernobyl nuclear power

- plant and indicated to a worried
-Soviet public that he will take
a cautious approach to- nuclear .

power.

-Ofticial Soviet television on'

Thursday showed Mr. Gorbachev,
dressed in a white robe and hat,

touring the site of the world’s

‘worst nuclear power accident

-and quizzing workers and offici-
als mbout its safety. :

T ——
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CORRESPONDENCE

RUSHDIE AFFAIR — A Sinhala Writer protests

H. A, Sensviratns

hatléver  are the stances
taken by Eovernments in
VATINWS  COURLITIES - srodordanen
with theit views the conimugity

of cwrlters theedghout e waorld

tanmot Bot “prudest sgainst - this
man-bunt o Kill w fellowsriter.

Ruzhdie has gone 13l hiding
singn.  Khomein: ‘tdocrapd”  fhat
he shouhl be Edlfed Becimce hiz
novel  blezphemss  the Islamic
refiginn.  In “the meantinme, in
PMigeria, = whith - is o ¥Muslim
eountey, Wols Sovinka, Alrica’s
first Mobel  prize Inureats, de-
mouoced this desth ‘decree’, Tt
Ly Teporlesd that gevedal hunod-
reds  of  Muskims i Morthern
Mipzrin demonstrated demanding
his death ton.

Moeman  Mailer with  sevecal
othor  American writsrs | cons
demoped the :death senteode’ say.
ing thut “f he {Rusbdic) is
kitled for folly, we must he
killed for the same folly''. He
deseribed  this as  “the Tarpest
hit {murder} contrig in history™,

There are weriters in vur coun.
try #oo. a;d theee wre diverse
Unicns and organizations of wri-

ters. Bub wrilers inthiz danacry
do o nal  Sppmir o have enme
Forward i condemn the ofdor
te kb Silmun Rushdia For the
olly! ol writing 2 povel. Does
the =zilence on an impoctiot
thisbie fike thiz“atean (hat thers
ace oo real  wrlers  (no this
country?s Or 04 e hat the nisdin
gir oot wWliw the expression of
their  views? Whiktever be the
reason docs  Jtodut fmoply that
wecanont Che - G prond of anr-
silves 2s sensibive buman beings?

Salman  Rushdie’s hook was
Firat “anned in Imdiz, the coyn
try of has birth, Pakistan, South
Alrica and Suudi Avabiz wlso
banned’ if. ITn Sri Leaka ton
itis baimed,

A bosk is banncd wheno i1
cahnat be suppressed By sooon-
spiracy  of silenca,  What s
primprily proved by ke bunming
of v book d5 ‘thai il canndgt be
reluted by writing mgainst it
On the other hand, if the whale
bisis of a wnrk, the reality of
i ds false b owill Be rcfutedt
by socicty  evemn without anpy
literwture heing produced ajeai il
1t. That is how the desiiny of
8 book 3s o decided.

What will be doeided by hapning -
wobonk or Eilling ii4 weiter
nol the desting of that beuk of
its puwthor but theé dezling ol the
nacion that underinkes such bvoo-
ingor killing-Tran s oo exeeptian,

We in 5o Lanks coomor el
Ralwian. Kashdie's moavel and puss
Judgement oo it for the simple
reasam that 3t is bammed.  FE s
weong fir bun oa book,  How
wreeng - willT it be cpo ool for
the killiog of o woitert We ghould
densiunce the “atiempt to o kil
Bushdie o thousandfoald  feoes
than . we  would  dencvpce 1he
the- banning o hiz Book.

To tha vajoes rajsed. lo prevent
Biiman Rushdie © from - being
killod Toadd mine oo, whutexer
e the weight it will ciery. s
that of o wriler in 5vi. Lunka.

Toke:

i the letier. accompanying Rk
staremtent,  Mr. - Stdeveraling 2T
thar rhree feading Sichala papers
Rave mot published fiis  protest.
He Bdr RBo d.b_fq::.r:'ma £ Ihﬂ"pub-
fication of  this facr  abowt  the
rerporse ol Hie o “independent”
prese — Ed,

i
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_‘Take-off pomts for self- rehance

Towards a Theory of ‘Rural Develop-
ment by G.V. S. de Silva, Wahid-ul-Haque,

Nuranjan Mehta,

Anis-ur-Rahman,

Ponna

- :W1gnarajah Progress:ve Pub!:shers, Pakistan.

ive Asian Devclrjpment scho-

lars of. international repute,

two of them Sri Lankans. have
published a collection of studies
deserving 'considere’d'_ attention.
“Towards a Theory of Rural
Deveiopment” is remarkable in
that s not just ‘a series of
'mdw_ld'ual exhortations, but a
result of truly shared experience
and collective creativity. It has
~ therefore, for -officials and pre-
fessionals engaged 'in poverty
alley]atlon a double significance:
the pfimstakmg ‘and - patient
approich to’ collective creativity
among - the authors * and ' the
substantive = content of ftheir
message.
small and larger private organisa-

‘tions ‘venturing inte ‘rural deve-

‘lopment should use ‘this book
as a standdrd ‘reference in their
staff meetings. The authors make
it ‘eminently’ clear that Simplis-
tic solutions always have  dis-
-astrous consequénces. - They have
been amongst the first to point

out that respect for complexity -
is the most fruitful attitude of

‘rural problem solvers
munity development

The book is
- The Dag Hammarskjold = Fouy-
- dation, Sweden. Or]g'nd]ly the
- material was published in 1975
_hy that foundation under the
title : What Now - in an attempt

to com-

‘ to  influence the restructuring
- of the UN system towards Ano-

' ther Development. Today the
- authors can pride themselves in
still being very much to the
- point and up to date.
- central thesis is
- switch from the macro-economic
- 40 1he
ception of development. Un-
fortunately, this thesis is still

not yet internalised enough by . .
~imternational or mational bodies. -

Then and now we see large
- capital intensive, macro-level
- _projects are faltering .

In p'lrtlc'ﬂ!dl’ the many
. thought for development workers

- ronment
co- sponsord by

‘Their
our . need to . mess and.
“Projects must be built on the -

_micro-economic  per-  collective eXpenence of the pre-

in their .

dcvelopment eﬁ'ect Westeﬂrn
consultant companies and con-
tractors who have been porging
on the ‘funding are going bank-

“rupt for want of tang:ble proof

of their contribution. - Inter-
mational and bi-lateral funding
agencies are turning increasingly
to private organisations. to do
the trick. Community partici-
pation, . grass: roets - decision-—
.making, empowerment of people,
process orientation are the issues
-of the day. Everybody talks

about it, — some even very elo-"
very few: know

‘quently = but -
..how to do 1t in. practlce

Thc authora prowde food for

who yearn - to- go -about : their
_endeavour. in -a_-professional
“manner. They prowdc a simple
‘conceptual framework for design
-and evaluation of rural project.

_Another basic tenet of the au-
“ thors is: - Before the poor can
benefit, their dependency on the

rich must necessarily be reduced. -

In practice, this entails develop-
ing in poor rural communities

- their staying power in an env:-l'
riddled with conflict,

The project should be looked

rat in terms’ of an'inter—related . {n great detail and in its metho-

and varied set of  activitics
which are undertaken in stages.
Social organising of the people
and selt-reliant income genera-
tion based oa local resources

the other. Creation of an eco-
nomic base for the poor cam-
not be achieved without actua-
‘tion  of a collective conscious-
- cooperative values.

yious stages.

(PAR) is a methodological impe-
rative in approaching the com-~
munity, As part of the process

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation:

noolaham.org | davanaham.org .

comptrehensively @ in

is intertwined, one flowing from

Part;elpatory Action Research

of - .their_... -concientization, .....=.thc__

people ‘themselves siiould be on

an. equal footing with the social

researcher  and

change
They

_ agent,
should be

involved in

gathering data, analysing, asses-

sing and taking decisions on

their own development priori-

ties and actions. Similarly, for
the process to be sustained, the
people should be inyolved in

evaluation of their own progress.
Self-evaluation should be part

of the internal dynamics of the
project. Project design and
evaluatmn are two sides of the
same  coin. Although “stated

these authors, the recog.n-it.ion

.of PAR as a legitimate method
of research as well as'a funda-
-mental right of communities is
largely " limited : to the prlvate
_-0rgm;sat10ns el e :

The authors substantlatc ihe:r

practical framework with a very
thorough "'_anahﬁsis 8

Village of Sultanpur, India.
The Comilla Experiment, Bang-
ladesh; The Rural Reconstruc-

tion iject (TRRM), Thailand.

The ~well known Bhoomi Sena
movement in India is treated

dology, the take-off point for
cemmunity develapment is the
moment when people say: We
shall take decisions.’

will nod in recognition of that.

The 417 pages are worth while
- acquiring because they contain
- for all of us some of the most

essential take—off points for self-

reliance in commumty develop-.
ment.

. Andreas Fuglesang

- Dale Chandler
The authors work far an NGO m

Colombo S

_ _ ~of a wide
‘variety of Asian examiples: The

We shall
take  cutside help only o raise
‘our “own capabilities! Mdny irue
rural development practitioners -
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KOESTLER AEHABILITATED

‘Light Pierces Noon’s Darkenss

Margaret Van Hattem on & prophetic doincidenca
n the Easte lifting of the ban on 8 semina!l book

t has P iaken wzucly half oA
senfury and oo osecond rovoalus
tion o the .Aovialist world  for
ithe propheey to he' | baroe oug
and’ for the . prophat’ o o Apd
honons “in his ovn couniry.

T 1944, Arthur
author of Tilarkness
the [irsi sustaincd momad fndici-
merd of  Stalmises, colled far
o psyelhcedogeal dlsarms seot™
jor- the  Sawviet Tnjen iy o
essential, prercquisite o milit-
ary Cdjsarommment

Knesiber,

Apprasemieif . of e Soviet
prruooin Aod persecution manin,
hie wurned, could prove ns lethal
ne- the spprasement - of the Gors
iR minis of opramdens lad
proved earlier,

- Urping ihe YWestorn . powers
Che o podoler  Buwiel  tervitocial
cluitis  with demanda  for ghe
free flow of ideig zoeposs  Sovi-
ct-gecupicd
Troc avovommert of penple dcross
Eart Wert fronticrs aml 10 keep
gt wncelenting pressurs,  he
opredicted o that  Soviel  malitary
disgrmament  woeld eaeinmti-
caily™  Tollow such & pricess,
bug it wonld  pel dpke  place
without profound psechological
shange.

Ty onc ol hose Bizicre ¢oin-
eidences which wonld  have fasa
einated “and deljphied the man
Tipmecd®, e lonpg—sianding bon
i the East on hiz Best-known
wrak,  Dapkness at Moon, has
Baen Tiflal - just ws tho Joviol
Wnion  bas  emburked oo the
an:rgx of disstmement which
te . predicied,

mone of RKeestler’a 25 hooks

has  yel bren published u Iy

i tadive Huogarivo — noe i [hrda-
pest, his birthpluce.

a1 Maag, o

telvatiry  aped  the

But minw. Barkaess gt Moon

it Beinp szrialiscd fothe Leoine

grad periodical, Mevi, wnd s
about (o ba o published in Budas
psl, i

Publicition - Londan i
1944 with Koesil=t oOrieeting
the . pugs  proofs [tom iz cef
io. Protany e Pricon, cdpsed
little sfir otlyer-fham to sfsrtou
bong.  slow  provess of disifl-
SIDOMGNE Saonyg sotne . British
sgindlists, wlich wes tocontinne
groving through the suppression
of the 1356 1lvoparian wprising,
the 1266 voushiop of the Prugue
Spring, and the protogeed mili.
Ty imberveotion in Afshuniztan.

But Koestler’s thinfv—disgulsed
seeount ol qhe 1938 Moscow
showe trials, stuped by Stalin o
eliminale - those: old  Balsheviks
whom bhe fearcd . as putential
rivaly, putaed & sfurmetero venrs
tater when {_}'IU_T'II:i&:I:mT inEranes,
wlien the Communists ererged
ftom the Giérmon ocoupation as
the lurgest polilicel purty.

The French tranalator had fao
reiteut bohind u pecudanym, while
Hoestler - himeclf was subjecied
to Terbal cabose,  stander” anod
threats - of - physical  wiolenos;
Enrive stoehks of (e boak swere
mystetioyzly - hought wp front
suburban and  prowinciel  boak-
shaps . (hy  the Commumnisis, it
was later revezledy, while o black
marker developed tn which the
bonk® sold &t five timos the
marked price.

It waz ool published ac -afl
io the Easl, whith bud to wsj,
poother Diovosrs for K hrishehoo'y
“Egaret | speech”™ ol the  Soviel
Purty Cuogreds to learn the trath
about  Sfalin and Stalivsm,

‘Digitized by: Nodlaham Foundation:
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

A9 gentinal cin

BOOK REVIEW

The haook's impact in France
was suell st Bosstice was ere
dited with wroingthe tide single-
hiamadind apainst tha Communists

and- Tosing 1hem thie 1945 Frenuh

olvetinns.

The vnoustal: phennmenvo - of
intelligenes and sell-confhdence
in kbe Hecnlla has chapped ths
watvore. of the fefeliectugl  pos]
inte . which & hook, onee - aren
the  West, will
paw Cdropom the st bug it
will -be surprisisp i it anaka
treicht of -2 splish.  Iodecd it is
pozling thae it has taken (he
politically  reluxed {eciafively
speaking)] Hunpurians longer fo
recnpnize theic oroatest 20k
cepifury wriler thun 4o begln
dehsling  openly the merits | of
enling  1the Communist  Party
mennpoly on powsr aml ge-intro-
ducing & multi-party. system.

in s the mid-point bots
ween  Balin's  death and o the
peak’ of  bis oreign of - kerinr,
Koestled hud 1o eeek fefuge o
Bricain.

Wiitiog in the Bricish aacialise
paper, Tribune, he foreshndowed
develnpments  in Soviel policr
beadding o dissrmament, develop-
ments  which caoght  1he West
tulally olf muard wheo [lirst on-
ncvnced  Ctates  last  vear, b
which, when predictad by Koest-
Izr, were dearupced @y so fncons
digry that he was brunded s
famatical  cold—warrior

Urgng the' Western  piowers
L2 -Caunier 1he post—war - Soviet
territorial glaims insouthecastern
Eurape, the ‘Middle - Fasi, the
Far - Hast and Werth Alvica, he
gought s vpsychologleal disacmii-
neml” . thut woul) break down

23



the Soviet fear and suspicion

of the West, which, he suspec-

ted; was being nurtured by the
Krﬁmlm

He proposed a basic frame-
work of demands centred on

-the free flow of ideas across

frontiers, free  access - to  the
Soviet Union for foreign publi-
. gations, newspapsrs,  books,
-periodicals, films, accredited
'j.o.urnalists' - and « parliamentary
delegations, and the abolition
of curbs on the free movement
of foreign travellers in Soviet-
occupied territory and on Soviet
citizens  wishing to  travel
‘abroad. e :

These  demands, he - urged,
should be pressed constantly
at  the highest -
fevels. = = :

«Nop treaties and paper agree-
ments will induce the powers
to disarm, as long as the people
remain in the state of acute
anxiety and latent hystena ”* he
. _warned

But concluding, in words which

could today well pass as an

_extract from a speech by Mikhail
_ Gorbachey, he cautioned that
restoration of the free flow of
ideas, <‘the arrested bloodstream
of the world’, was a ‘‘matter
of universal survival”. <The
- alternative before us is one
~world or no world at all” @

 POLITICS WITHOUT...
(C‘oﬁtinued frmﬁ page 1)

Permanent Revolution. Both CP
~and LSSP were influenced - in
the determination of their strate-
gies by the dominant influence

of the Soviet- Union, even if

. this was so in opposite. dlrec-
‘tions. ; :

24

_international

4ts leadership’s dictates.

_pitiful tragedy.
~rately ‘hard,

The fact was that the Russian
Revolution was decomed to a
disastrous fate in the absence

of an accompanying proletarian
revolution in Western Europe.

Lenin was profoundly conscious

of this fact and he strove to |

the utmost, first fo stimulate,
and then to sustain the revolu-
tionary wave from one country
to another in Eastern and Central
Europé. - But Lenin found him-
self confronted by the central
fact that, while the workers in

- Germany, Poland and Hungary

were ready for revolution, there
was no revolutionary party in
any of these 'contries to lead
the endeavour. The formation
of the Comintern was a despe-
rate  endeavour to -throw  the
resources of the Soviet state
into the .building of revalution-
ary parties in Europe before it
became too late. But even this
proved to be a catastrophe.

Revolutionary parties  could
hardly tuke shape where even the
barest local roots were lacking

in the native proletariat. What

eventually turned out was that
pliant - bureaucracies _in one
couyntry after another were
placed in command of weakling
formations, entirely patterned
on the Russian Communist Party
and completely subservient to
It was
a cruel caricature of an inter-
national movement. ;

- The CP. and the LSSP could
not escape being part  of this
It couldbe said
that the LSSP tried hard, despe-
to keep its  head
above water. It had able Jeaders,
brilliant men and stout-hearted
women to lead and temper its

‘ranks, But with the collapse

of the European revolution there
was ‘not much that the Asian
countries could do except to
provide a push here or there
and wait, as in China, for
another opportunity. It was in
Soviet Union that the revolution

‘was being kept alive, but under
conditions  of Stalinism that

questioned  whether  that :was

worthwhile as an end : in

itself.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Air Mail :

':Canadan S. A for 1 copy L]G :
- USS 50.00 for I year.
US$ 3000 for 6 months

L] [} [

LK Germany, New Zealand

Austraha Netherlands, Francc

Japan, Holland, Phillippines,

Austria, Norway,

China, Ireland,

Paris, Léndou,

- USs 40.00 for 1 year,
"USS 25.00 for 6 months

~ Hong Kong, Saudi Arébia L
Dubai, Baharain, Arab:an Gulf

Syria, Singapore. el
US$ 35.00 for 1 year

- US$ 2000 for 6 months.

India, .Paki_stan._
USS 30.00 for | 'year

_US$ 17.00 for 6 months

.'Locai,' |

Rs. 140/~ for 1 year

Rs. 75/~ for 6 months

-Swgden, :
Switzerland,
: Niggria, Belgium, Dé:im_arl_’c.




THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A messive Port Expansion Project has transfommed
Colombo inte a modern Container Handling Port and
Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port”  status
with the following additional facilities to the |ndustrial
and Commercial Port Lzeors:

8 Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Csment.
® FRebagging and Reprocessing fagilities.

® A Streamlinad Bonding Service.

Any special requiramants gould be arenged for on reguast.

Enquirias:

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

18, Church Street, P, O. Box 595
Colombo, Sn Lanka,

Telephona; 266558 5 Talex, 21805 PORTS CE

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

@ They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency In day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

 PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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