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UNIVERSITIES:
TO RE-OPEN ?

Mr Hamoed, the Hlirkar Edu-
catioes Nimiatar. okl Harlfament
that fe proposed o ro-uoor 1he
LrevE A Ilias, eloeel fowe far g
WeErs, inothe mseans hslt oof
Jonwary.  Only the fimal pest
Sudants will ba tokon first then
rhg othars in stapeersd, Batohas
L g Al

Masrmefille, 120 880 candi-
SAlOF  ErE W sitting the GCE
Avvancad  Leval  gxaminatian
Wil iw ihe guelilving teet tor
HrrfEarsty anfranee, aF SFh rer.
fray felame®inle,  Among | ifielit
ahe 70 srepacion Fri-govest-
mert getiviEs nops Befdt h
getentic .

Thoso ko gosfie  wilt -havg
Lo Bt TRafETurn, - Tan #haus.
and Wi qualifed fn 57-88 s
SE-F8 will have tohe sdmlitad
first.  And of Haso alesdy in
and gweaiting the fo-opeding. of
tie tteplversiticg. 221 are mtting
geenrding ' fha  pomimiiren
MO T TR BrPE o TR e
Sty etudfprs]

A oarnmittas probing Wodsnt
EIESE waE- drl o The JWayor
e Kandy. Me Tiak Sotnayake
that  among the  cagsas of
SRS WRTBEE warer . A nante
EVELLTY,  BRONDMI FESNGry, and
LR o ey ke B domile-
Hoh GF universite ooicatian,

TC GO DEMOCRATIC

Tho LTTE iy shapglir for a
Suehquarters i foiinie. t0 Ser
oo a aeditipad party el g

TRENDS & LETTERS

demncratic”, Thay are facking
For e fecpa fouss fa & resfdens
Hal arps. The Tigees hevs aekend
far recagriltion fram the Cam-
FEEa el Elnciions.

Ngariwefife i EPARLE. arch
Fivel nf the Figers, hag fatd the
Gavsrnmesd tFat any eflspl o
e nrilingte factics” WhiEh tha

LTTE will eridangor The Ay

Sna . infenoty Cof S Lanks.
Nortke-Eosl - Frovinoial - Caurrmoll
Cfielf Mivrsler Varatharaia Pedtls
mal-fhas Risd el Presiolesd
FremadEss dv a0 farter: "Tha
ratest - LEFE SFE rombined. af-
Iecks ori fhECTWES sainhd in
Fhik ol and T HRefahiiueil am
mofitically suiuidal scts o fhe
Gert of o wilo dos ol padors-
e tha arganie. ok Betleon
Rational wrlyE mRd se=getor.
Aetie of “hatioasl miiaaries”,

Ak il fatter i Todeigr
miEsiofe o Colomba, tha EPSLF
has sardthizt a reversal by tha
S Lanka government 0 8 phrs—
Y Liinka - Bzoasd | position
Wl enddnger pesce  and
Eeripfy iy and efaund tha
Counders  Tea felter onges” ihe
ksl osaavize their povern-
Ents Lo persiade e S Lanka
govadiment o oesist Tromn such
& igrsa, L The EPALE hag said
that flay Jaid dowin amms affer
e sianing of the arcord hes
Care thay were tafil By Both
<SP LR S fnofasihar 5 wizhin
afcrnotive fo Eelem would Se
erovided inthe fack of & pho-
viReiRl ponaclt Wil o feger g
LT S e pawers Binjoved
Oy - linguistic slafe fn lndlh.
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Rodwey Jonklass
©n my raium to Colombo
recently, 'wae deaply grieved
to Iearn of tha death of Rod-
ney Jonilaga) He “wias my
aldest S Lankan frlend —)
mel -him azacthy  1hirty-fisg
years age this month, whan
I first. st foot in the island.
ary. my  way 1. (tha  Grast
Barrier Resf of Ausiralia, Ha
wes introduced. fo  me by
another remarkabla chiracter,
tha late Major Ravoa-Hart
wha took me 16 thos Dahis
weld Foo, where Aodnasy was
ihen  Assistant Director.

Hie sodden death was 3§
greut shock, because -aliha-
witt L knew  hiz hed heesn
il the wery last letrer |
received from m seil  that
ha “was recovering and now
lalt ““m mew man™.

He accomoanisd Miko Wil-
gon amd myself on mast  of
out esatly  underwater  pipe-
ditions,  culminating in  ayr
1363 wisit fo tha Groat Bas
suEResf, g recosded in The
Treasvure of the Grost Roof

6n Indian Ocean Advon-
‘tlllﬂ.

I tha late 19508, he was
the. star of our firsl under-
wiler  documentary,  “Han-
eBll the Sees of Ceylon™
which: fika Wilson mads far
the Tag Propaganda  Board
and the Ceylon Tourlst Bup-
esll, | wazg glad 10 sas |t
leigcaal oo  Rupavahini ja 5
memonal ribute o Aodney
last mbnth,

Even now 1 oannet believs
that he is gondg: | still hayv
o slap = mvadlf colldsifpg
news Silems that | knoywe
swouhd amusze Rims o,

Wil hie pessing, 50 Lanks
loses someans with & unique
knawledge of 18 flors and
faui, ag well bz s pareon
af remarkadla artistic, litarary
and” musical  lcata.

The Seas ol ' Caylon il
nel b thes same withaut
b,

Arthur C Clarke

Colombo 7.
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An Uneasy Passage

to India

Mervyn de Silva

ey huve changed puacids ot

the Viewrorw s Fuloce bul sire
thiea' "ainphing’ the - sup=" hine?
Forcigo, Mioister Bubjin Wije-
retng,cretuenesd 1 Colombn aller
three dove of Lk in - -Lwlhi in-
cluding. . 4. mestioe  with Frims
Minister Vo PUSingh, - A meimber
of g delepation whalid oot aich
1o he idEntitied, Yemmed upetis
ol Lonkan cesponas @ oot grer-
Jaaied bt cwot Junheppy either™
CHEcTa ey U it winileserihed
agoa tegiidwill mizsjons't. The
Lp"IImPI_IlE:ileIIL ik ‘|.|:|_i: ]_"m'njgu
Mlimisterss dehegating - supmesied
oiherwize.

Boslides Forsign Sevrnlaiary Ber-
nard  Fill=kermtge. whin Ripd 'y
long spellns High Commissinngr
in-Drelhi hefore hevoming” e
ficst ciresr diplemalk L steiiirme
the Doreign Secretary’s posl there
veis L1, Genernl Sepala Attvgali,
the lretene - Secretary, and T,
Ergdman Wesrakoon, (he Presic
Hents epeciin] dvisng on inter-
pational relifioms.. Pliinky, Alie
defenve issu®, wpeeilicenlly 1he
TFKL, was s impordant oy the
Euurt'l:.' diplmiiics A ler Ry
Wjeradne 19k the Minister of
Blate  Hor Defenee The winrd
Fpond il nonethaless wape ook
bpra - formn

Privpe Minister VP Sinph-lad
aiid that conteolliog @Bacion;
and improvice relaions wicl Hei
Evake anids Bepadowonlil he hig
immiediiate.  prioeiiss;  President
Prontudasn was guick o spdicahc

diglotmuticopsninp-Histclsphoms:

catl i B P -Eingh  Brooght
the nvitation 3. Premodasa ligd
expected. And the mndcbimgs. am
Trethi were vegarded by the i
Eankans a3 “exicomely enrdialt,

“Enlstance’ s atciber mutier,
The Sri Taaksn delegativim wiaild
Liawve beam savilime alt dhe  wiby to
the airpott il Me. YO ¥ Sioph o o

R, B Gafrak ks publicly 1o-
gagllemed Trzoeniber Tl asitle
P I et e o v 1 TVE s tiveal
withidiawal The B Laykan guos-
grpment, from Presibont Trema-
daa dowmoards, publicly el
fhat BAE Rajiv-Gaodhi bad cont-
mitfed Chis mevernment i {his
Hisga,

It al hay always b ozl
Ry tliat Rdr Gandhi s denl-
Hne was Nesihle, o perlianps even
entditinnals And mumy diplomidls
i inlvan iy il Jave nueess: L
the repints of aolleopuss id their
moeh Bigser Smbasgics in o Delki
cxplagy el iay™, I terms of
Belr, Chendhi's electomml consider-
ateally {Tamilandu in particular)
avd the lupistizal problems which
the IPRF foecdic - The® litter “wils
Enotra “host, or posuibly Endwo
anfy, to tho Tadian Hich ©Con-
miand, . Eyen Mr. Funjuo: Wije-
ratng  ganfosacd” in " oparlivment
Cleat-teeilick pet K vovg how s many
Trgdian dedopys wars an S Lankaa
g D dny ives dace. A popalar
i Tamk am spesa wasaleat 35,00,

The pullo wagcconditroral’’
Bcaiae Todsa had e e fally
malpslied] bt 1.:||_|:1 theEc gy afcall
guimmuniliss im-ihe north o and
sl owas i rsnteed belore the
il pullout, I the conrse ol
iz eledtion eimpaign in  Tamil-
andy Mr, Gondhispoke of Hihe
secur iy pFghe Tumils" . —Fhere's
bhe Tuh,

The devolution 0f puower, io-
cluding Taw-ind-order responsi-
ilitizs, o @ semi—auioncmona
fowthease provineisl Ceodndil,
wriaa the eeacnec of the a7 Tidia
e Lanka  Vpceec! gecord™ Cia
tor g of “Tamil tational riglte’
The Molth-s=at merger hawevcr
was Emparary sinse i ghe st
the Tamils, the largcet comm-
oLk Are nothinea majarity,  Tho
Musling, Tamil-speafiing, conatl:
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BACKGROUND

fotesa 1hicd of the population,
witl the Bimhilese
AN & Referepdom waold

‘b lheld adter oo year 6

thiz eas{fuadecide the farc o e
TG EEr. Linderstandahly,: tha
Tamil wnd the Iwdide - carpha s
falls on these provisivos ol 1he
wceerd,  Fresident Favewardege's
chitd metive, onct he realised
thit Drelbi would pot, [or its owd
MmEEis TeAS Ny, permil u - Sri
Lankin military viciory over. the
nTamil Tigers'”, was to pet the
I.!:’J:{.l" tode what hix ovwa fiEmy
wits oot nllored todln. 1o shozt,
to-orush the <Tigers's  That ex-
plicic  Tndian commitment, the
IPKF was unable sy upwillios 14
bBoneur. Tngoy Sz 1he ATigers
slipped out of the Indivn 1eash
anil retceated to their old fnnple
Bilenits; tarcst, te—group, re-arm
yod refarsider taelics ond Etra-
tooy,

Ml s ey beowme neore
aos megre dmli=lodian of vather
toli-Rujiv, there were two paral.
Il tlevelopments,  Dellits: ol
rests gaipeilel dnvrenaingly with
the Swsyoriel anti-LTTE miliant
grineps, mieraly the EPRLE “and
stisailily TELD aod EWTE with
LEOS —a reluctant and - awak-wn
relinble ally. A conmiplenenidrs,
perhnps  copseguondial, prncess
sivw the LTTH, tin @ sorprisiig
teetivnl abift, mmove elons Ieitlie
newly slooicd Colombn . giverns
ment. Fhe oew  Prerident) waEs
r B Premudpsu.

Ar Pregident  Jaycwaislene’s
Frime Ministcer, hewras i Torth-
right: critie of  Tavewardeos"s
Segmeret pacot writh Gamlbiy Tona
wisit o Japae, he cimet leaTn
ehoutthe ‘soenrd’ from e presa)
Premadasa waso alsn  lopewiic-
dene’s reluctant chinice: us. Presi-
dentialb eandidate’ N Prengns
dasa’a relatings % it M, Gaodhi
merd netoriogsly. aohappy, with

.
a
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an ugly exchange of words at the
Harare Nonaligned summit be-
coming a minor scandal. :

A meeting of minds between
the ‘Tigers’ and President Prema-
dasa has inevitably resulted in a
mutual accomodation and a tac-
tical re-alignment of the main
forces involved in the Tamil
conflict, that is the rival armed
groups, and the two governments,
The Provincial Council and the
Parliamentary elections have not
made this conflict less of a poli-
tical-military conflict, partly be-
cause the LTTE boycotted both
polls. To complicate things, the
LTTE not only remains the
toughest of the guerrilla move-
ments  but the most genuinely
popular, certainly in the north,
the Tamil heartland, if not so
securely in the confused east,

Whether India-imposed or not,
more flawed than perfect, the
“accord” has nontheless re-
sulted in a power-sharing exer-
cise between majority—controlled
“centre’”” and the Tamil periphery.

Yet, the LTTE, the pioneers, the

most powerful and probably the
most popular has no share at all.
Though many a Sri Lankan, even
at the highest levels of govern-
ment, suspects the LTTE’s current
moves, the ““Tigers’” have publicly
announced that they would lay
down their arms, the basic re-
quirement of the ‘faccord’, once
the IPKF leaves. It has applied
to the elections commissioner for
registration and recognition as a
political party. Evidently the
“Liberation Tigers of the Tamil
Eelam™ are ready to drop the
word “Eelam’’, meaning its claim
to an independent or separate
Tamil ‘state’. It can contest the
provincial council polls once
President Premadasa dissolves the
north—east council, which he has
the right to do, and needs only a
good reason to justify such a
move.

The EPRLF and its allies have

every reason to suspect the fero-
cious ‘Tigers’. They cannot af-
ford not to. Given past perfor-

to see that happen. So the IPKF
has trained and equipped a so-
called. Tamil National Army
(TNA). It isa substitute for the
Civilian Volunteer force (CVE)
which the Sri Lankan government

‘was obliged to help the council

set up to perform police duties
in the Tamil areas. The Chief
Minister, Mr. Varatharaja Peru-
-mal of the EPRLF accuses, the
Sri Lankan STF of slipping wea-
pons to the ““Tigers’” and collud-
ing with them. So the peace-
keeping operation has become a
“secret war’’ and something of a
proxy war, with the Indian intel-
ligence agency RAW playing a

bigger role than the diplomats or

the IPKF and without the know-
ledge of the Indian parliament

- and the Indian people. Mr. V. P.

r

mance (TELO), the LTTE will

pounce on them and tear them
limb by limb, once:the IPKF
pulls out. Delhi cannot afford

4

Singh, doubtless, wants to get out
of the Sri Lankan morass — that
is the international trend. He hag
asked for time to consult his
officials. Will he find himself the
prisoner of the past, the captive
.of officialdom 7 .

Higher private bus
fares

Private bus fares will be in-
creased, the Transport Minister

announced, but not the cost of

NEWS BACKGROUND

tra{rel ~in the state owned CTB

buses. More entrepreneurs will

‘be enceonraged to operate private

buses, the Minister said.

New foreign exchange
regulations

-~ Beginning janua.ry 1, tourists
will have to declare a minimum
30 US dollars per day, and an

out bound air ticket, for their

stay in Sri Lanka.  Five star
hotels will also be required to
charge a minimum 45 US dollars
per day, paid in foreign currency.

Léncf_ to the land-lé_ss

Half a million acres of land
are to be distributed among the

‘landless poor, the  government

announced. A presidential task
force on land wutilisation has
already drawn up plans for the
distribution.

Prihcipals fkom list

Prospective school principals
will be put on a waiting list.
This was to avoid delay in filling
vacancies, Education Ministry
sources said. Those on the list
are to be sent abroad for training.

Composed in Jaffna,

Lying awake, thinking of dead friends
(Serena Tennekoon, who died of cancer, 2 Janudry 1'989:
Rajani Thiranagama, shot dead, 21 September 1989.)

The gunman's hand is as blind as the virus. How strange
that [, smouldering on time's siow pyre, -
should live to write this, when your two young lives
~are gone — snuffed out, your minds’ bright fire!

21 November 1988 at 4 o'clock in the morning.

Heggié Siri-Wafdeha
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INDIAN POLLS :

Gandhi: A Psycho-Profile

David Housego raviews a wile which began amid public
Beelaim and has anded in humiliation

1 owed M oTo oKDl
prepident of thequdical Lligdu
BIF paity. who roised publicly
the  quesfion. that s - diys
many. Indizns oare  wolzing fo
fhemisevest ©<Haw Cwill fiturs
hiviosians, cxploin: the pheno-
wendt ol BE Rkl Gamlhi—
s paan s who T ge s beiel o Adme
wrared sochiphin - public” ssieem
gpc-aank 5o loai™?

eleeted
LRy

P yiare ago Be iy
io e lareeat JdneleTice
achicted by uwny Iodisn Prooc
dinistor ond” toek up, wffieD
with that sedee’ of Cexgifement;
yrutlsful promize  aod arossing
new legnticts that prippedh: tha
Tliped  Stdies.  when John
Kenpedy ook aweritbe presi-
dBEaiy,

This wech -
= secand ]E.lE-:“Et
the haatory et the
Pavky, boon Tejocted aroas 1he

Tass suffeiEd

dcicat i

nprthern - Hindi-speaking.  belt.
wliteh -acelairmed  him se . Yoc-
fervimsly do 964 anmd  had ks

name hesmarclel Ty allasscionsg
vl volesrimpiagtt o e s SR
comstibuatey il Aansthic which
gy Tidians sdéc a8 -doeprading
Lin, elecpffigs af pnmc 111 %=
.

Eotween these two Landmurks
Yigata - sad tale of paod inogns
tignz that wont wnfaifilsds  of
relationg with csleamres; flate
ZOveT Briend s and - other Seniniries
in_  the reaion that hred Sdgs-
trusi; of “grawing wolation: fam
pubdic opinion:  of & Holiis
sear il that: ooredsds s
Cosnitid’s eredibility anil Jdama-
S T BT R et gostii.
tons, #nd of an ppporiunistic
exploibcion ol THadeMoilen
divisiuns in the eleofion cuns-
pai et will leave: Cwoars oan
Tridial= Seaular rraditing.

By CGundhi came 10 pavsr

'!-"r"ilj'. severnl o Tastirs '.J.'-:'\-.']-;jug'
e Bis fRvbures Tudlioo - im o 134
Pefl wrounded - B othes brital

Thvafass

assiseroatiun ol Mra Tndica
Ciirpi i und foroed gpen-heareed
fir “her - ron  for- FCARSRLANOC.
Mry- Crrodbi - hed  owded el
slminisiration - & tired woinan
whio hud © sllowsd day.in-day
politice] manoeovres ta  ciowd
nul lonper-12rm’ | cobsidoratings.
Eir, Gzodhi breught. with Wi
epddorinem, o Hn insinet - for
reiprm kol for clean gavern-
ment, and w renlisntion ol {he
peed CteeomdernigsT ke Iodinn
ECONOTHY DY opinivg it upe o
Sompelition.

As wmeingt cliis, ki cureer
ol airlioe. folot had rrven him
N3 expericnas il pelitics oor
povernment. e Calse  suffered
from  amatler. bip  drowback,
pghicly that e mawsive secu.
ridy pregailiong pecded fo pro
Tear # praee eninister gl er I-.-!I::
Gundhi's  anosdar insvitably
cut kit off Tram e contace
Trith cromeds. thal s the U lite
btood of & Tndian politician.

M. Arfon Meting, hHis sousip
sod prebably  clussst associale
in o hiE ceacdy |.|||:.-5 of  parier
Bt nowan oppusition leader,
belicves (hal Ml Gandhis  hig
wetlrnfse . a5 prime  minisfer
wil hig eoustiont shifts in opi-
aior andommability to  sooek Ho
rrdecinw che hHad inade.

He  anmouncc impurtint
ectosms 1o brings fresh wdir into
the Cingress . Party. but | Lhen
abawdoned thers.  Henegolisted
En aupreement [or & selllemesnt

o the Tumsh buc wepl  hack
o ks word, He stooil ot
pEainal  fhe  Maslans  being
gllowed {0 prustise iheic own
pocsomsl T cover divaree s bt
then wiveds who Ly Tundomens
tatisl Rdoslem pecwsure,

sPhese Ceonmgnt skl oast
himy: the ceonfidense. (&f chic
soHeaprues. | He in tuci SUSpRD-
ted  thud Pthey  wire

CRLIVITIE
oul their own davesss and plot
ting - ugninat Ban.  Hor wll the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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air of confidence and unfoppe-
bility. Bir. Crandhi projects, he
iaa man ol deecp  insecurities.
A anceession ol cabinet rechof-
fles to- Brivg loyalisis iote’ the
Grovermment 1ol him  withoot

tecdlengres of stalurs Lod: indep-

crdence  of jodsment.

G deplomal  comparcs . M

Ciandle wildi thet Former . Bhag
ol Tran, Both  had the- sgme
spmmitment 1o inodaErapsatinm

itnd drew wcound  them  brighd
fechpoctats. uttracted by fhe
pessipilities of shofl  culy to
development thot scemed to lie
in cvhdstie opoassr. o Bpt Mt
Guomthic - Yike o the Shak,  was
godllbe 1o dmaplenient: hes poli-
gies  hecguwssr he | WAL ccoantict
with the pohizieal pefcasy b
provideos Two Way enmIunicie
tion He devebopald  po oreudl
bagc, o the Congross Thirte: He
stupped..omiseting the press,
axpept for “rare aunlecviews o
prict exelinnges: @l am  nicport.

Hii arowimi . isglation  was
svmbelised by the Fortresslike
rosidint= - i which  Jre Cwias
Mofced 1o live o ™ew  1Relhi
Fof . sopibialy  reisens T aeis
ElEd ucrEased, muny, helicve, by
karing a. fuoreisn “wife. . As an
Ttzlian Wlres. Sonta 'Gandhe was
anable o heing  that  feedbiek
framn the lndian family nciiRngk
that an Iodign wife conld pro-
r:I-dL-

Hhae Bolors soundal pilaved 1
Big  pertt im My Charndhi's
witlnrny,  There pre still dine
by oaver wlhin bemefited Srom
the commissions o the $1.3bn
erms.  vumiroct  Bes - Todir
Caodbi - owould  base cceriainly
huve” been dmehless: enourk to
e remaeved  Miormbecs  oft hei
inprr eitele whoo came under
suspicien wod b damngced
Her [papes 0% “prime minister.

Sy, Lundhbi bl e —

whivh suipiciong
Liay —hu nigplied  In

FCmnteasd o duge 0

Moy
S0 urage
WA



Rise of the JVP — A Soc:ologlcal Perspectwe (2)

S. Leelananda

revolutionary party must

work out a methodology
of capturing State power. The
Old Left, while shouting slogans
about workers power and mass
insurrection,  have not worked
out such. a scepario. This is
not chicanery on their
but merely a reflection of the
absurdity of planning
siezure of power with a feeble
Sinhala working class which is,
as we have seen earlier, small
in size when compared with
the total strength of estate
labour and wurban Tamil work-
er1s.

Wi]eweera f'rom the time of

his break with N. Shanmga-
thasan = of the Pro-Chinese
Communist Party, experimented

with various methodologies of
achieving power. The search
for alternative -methodologies
of capturing power was
hallmark of successful Marxist
leaders like  Mao-Tse-Tung,
Fidel Castro and Ho chi Minh,

Each® of these leaders for rea-
sons  particular  to his own
country, could not mobilise the
working class as the cutting
edge against capitalism. This
does pot mean, of course, that
they were antagonistic to the
working class. Or that they
did not ally themselves with
the working class.. These lea-

ders worked on the basis that
the working class could not
propel the revolution in their
immediate  country context,
With the failure of the Shan-
ghai uprising, - the Chinese
Communist faction led by
Mao-Tse-Tung retreated  to
Yenan and began to work with

the peasantry; so much so that

he was first identified as an
‘agrarian  reformer’.
the history of the post R'ussmn
revolution world there are not
many instances of the working
class capturing power “from
below'.  After the © second
World War. so called working
class regimes were created in

< ;

part.

such = a.

2= The

atlE

Indeed. in

Eastern Europe
Soviet arms.

by force of

The Sino-Soviet confllct and
the polycentric approach - to
communism form the backdrop
of Wijeweera’s unorthodox
approach to the capture of
State power. We can now
why he was compelled in Sri
Lanka to go beyond the strat-
egies of the Old Left The

- reasons dre.;

‘1. The weaknees and vulnera-
‘bility of the Sinhala prole-
tariat. :

majority - of the Sri

Lankan proletariat remain-

ing outside the spectrum of

radical politics due to com-

munalism.

3. The stranglehold of establi-
shed  political parties on
the  Sinhala proletariat,

through their Trade Unions.

4. The dominance of youth in
Sri Lankan population.

5. The inability . of  the Old
Eeft~to ~penetrate r_u'ral
areas, which were increasin-

gly populated with alien-
ated youth.
6. The frustration of rural

youth who were drawn into
processes of urbanisation
and modernisation as a
result of State policies
since independence, parti-
cularly the special = privil-
eges conferred on them after
1956, The measures included
the expansion of education
setting up of new Univer-
sities, new job opportunities
for rural youth, particularly
in  Government service,
Standardisation, Etc.

7. The validation of alternate
- paths to State power; parti-
cularly after the Chinese,
Cuban and Vietnamese  ex-
periences.

~In fact  Wijeweera’s
experiment was with the Army.

~He was the mystcnous “Doctor 3
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- main findings :

first

who participated in the ‘Corp-
orals Coup’ aimed at toppling

- the Dudley Senanayake Govern-

ment. With its failure, Wije-
weera began to build a base
for the JVP among Sinhala

Yyouth, starting with outstanding

cadres from the Universities
such as Bopage, Uyangoda,
Wijesinghe and Mahinda Wije-
kera, and outside like Loku and
Podi Athula. It was this strategy

that he pursued in the pre-"~
1971 period and again in the
1980s,  though - the tactics of

mobilising youth and attacking
the State apparatus were chan-

ged in the  late 80s, as we
shall see later in this essay.
- For a serious understandlng

of the JVP we must pay atten-
tion to this predominant youth
category which is the central
demographic and sociological
reality in Sri Lanka. We have
already noted the “bulge” in
the demographic curve. How
does it affect social reality?

We are fortupate here because
Social Science literature  gives
us some understanding of this
phenomenon. There are valuable
¢ontributions by Jayawardena
and Wriggins (1973) Arasaratnam
(1972) Warnapala (1972) and Fred
Hatlliday (1972) on the 1971
jnsurrection.  But the paper that
meets our immediate analytical
needs is Gananath Obeysekere’s
outstanding  contribution (1974)
entitled : ““Some comments on the
Social backgrounds of the April
1971 insurgency inm Sri Lanka’.
Here Obeysekere gives us statisti-
cal information regarding 10,192
prisoners. (4492 Arrested: 5700
Surrendered) associated with the
1971 insurrection. Obeysekere’s
concluions are important for an
understanding of the latter day
JYP. Let me summarise his

(2) The (JVP) movement is un-
. equivecally a revolt of the
youth and those who actively
part1c1pated ‘were - predomi-

~ nantly males. 92. 8%’ of the
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S. Muthullngam

ntil the Indo-Sri
U accord most of the plan-
tation youths were not invol-
ved with any Eelam movement
or southern subversive group
except for ‘a few who
involved with the EROS &
EPRLF. ;
After the Indo-Sri Lankan
accord most of Eelam move-

ments got ample money from
India. Then all the Tamil groups

started recruiting youths from
plantations saying that they
would grant fraining to safe-

guard the plantations whenever

they face threats from the Sin-
hala villagers,

Owing to this thousands of

youths joined with the Eelam
movements., EROS, EPRLF,
PLOT, ENDLF are the move-

ments which recruited teen age
youths from the plantations.
All recruits
ages of 14 and 20.

There are more than
hundred plantation youths ftrai-
ned under the C.V.F. Some
are doing fparty work’. These
youths have joined because they
are being paid salarjes.

During the latter part of 1986,

the J.V.P. was able to recruit -

some plantation youths from
the Kandy region in which the
estates are surrounded by the
Sinhala colonies and also from

the Uva Province, which has
the same problem as Kandy.
Now the J. V.P. is able ‘to

enter the heart of the planta-
tion. That means Kottagala and
Talawakelle. Very recently they
moved to the Kegalle District.

What are the causes which
motivate these youths to join
such subversive forces?

1. Unemployment
2. Insecurity .
3. Slave-like living conditi-

ons, unhygienic dilapidated

houses, no samtary facilities

eic.

The aarhor is with the Workers—
- Peasants Institute, (WFEI) Kandy

Laﬁkan '

Were

are between  the

five

_11. Appointing

4, No place in the land dist-
ribution.

5. Planned settlement among
the estates — this leads to

suspicion among the workers

that the Govi. i planning
to disestablish the  Tamil
working class.

o Non-representation in the

plantation management cate-

gory (clerical and

visory).

super-

7. Appointing Slnhala teachers
to the plantation primary
schools without - appointing
a single Tamil teacher in
some schools. :

8. Closing down of
schools.

9. Mishandling of the estates’
teaching appointments — that
means that during the last
few years plantation teach-
ing appointments most of
the vacancies were filled by
Tamils from other provinces.

10. Most of the plantation
school Principals posts were
filled by Muslims and non-
plantation Tamils. = (This
also happened in other
categories of vacancies in
the education field).

outsiders  as

- Home Guards in the estates.

12. The problem of the 84,000
Indian passport holders.

In addition, the working class
has the following grievances and
demands.

1) A monthly salary

2) A better housing scheme and

3) Change of the old Planta-
tion Acts. ; '

Due to these problems even
the workers have developed some
sympathy for the J.V.P.

_These factors lead the plan-
tation youths to take up other

_ (militant and violent) political
The Northern groups

options.
explmt ed this situation.
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. to avoid greater
following steps should be con-

estate

 PLANTATIONS : “Trouble Brewing

But at the same time some
of the youths who had a bitter
experience with the Northern
Tamils - feel = that they  are
separate from  other Tamils;
have also joined with the
Sinhalese JVP movement. From
the point of view of the youth
the present CWC-UNP Union
Leaders have become a hate
symbol for the plantation people.

To reverse these trends and.
violence, the

sidered: ;
1) Summon a mmlﬂAPC for
. the plantation sector. This
~ should involve all the trade
unions, small groups and
 'NGO’s  in  that = sector:
. Through this the Tamil plan-
tation youths would feel that
they too are being granted
-recognition by the President.
2y Opeunly recognise and cons-
titutionally declare that the
plantation people constitute
a separate national mmorlty,
that is a community with
a . culture different from
North-Eastern Tamils and
announce that the planta-
tion people shall be known
as ‘Hill Country Tamils’,
3) Amend the Birth Certificate
Act so ag to change the
- word ‘Indian Tamil’ into
- ‘Hill Country Tamil’.
4y Grant a separate ethnic
- quota .in proportion to the
Hill Country population.
5) Immediately stop the settle-
ment programme in the es-
tates and the adjoining towns
as it affects the security
and in the long term the

parliamentary representation

of the plantation Tamils.

6) In the land distribution
scheme, go according to the
populatlon ratios and grant
priority to the Hlllcountry
Tamils.

-7y Launch a special housmg
programme for the planta-
tions and grant the entitle-
- ment,

~ (Continued on poge [4)




New Thinking for Plantations

Peria Dorai
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CAN YOUR
FUNDING OPTION
GIVE YOU

THE FOLLOWING ?"

® TAX CONCESSION
o OWNERSHIP
e LOW INTEREST RATES

Lease Purchase Can!
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MERCANTILE CREDIT LIMITED

55, Janadhipathi Mawatha

Colombo 1
Telephone: 26611-9 or Direct 22611
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REGIONAL OFFICE:
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Telephone: 08-24196
: CITY OFFICE:
14 R. A De Mel Mawatha (Duplication Road)
Colombo 5 :
Telephone; 500627, 500937

OUTSTATION BRANCHES:
Anuradhapura, Bandarawela, Gampaha Jaffna, Ka!utara, Kurunegala Matara
Negombo, Ratnapura, Thambuttegama
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Sri Lanka: Rebuiiding the System

Susil Sirviwardena®

The Crivis - From within
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process? (thers iz o process within
whe CAPC Frogess, tamehy ‘tha
vet-to-cominsnoe Morth-Evat
Feave Comnzittes Proeess.)

How rapidly sl potentinlly
setbdlizing . and confpdenes<bail-
Alings Erins ol fwo  coubtryeide
eleptivna; Presidentyal and Gaone-
relo hewve bocw amd are chaing,
mhde ahortive ¥ !

Soocompalave 5 the parode,
thint the hoed seim o Pemoccaiic

cEpshem bile wn Tinin pre-inle- -

penlemoe times. jerhengr eimsi-
wirsly subierted:, b Uit Copen
detrectors. while  Beipp  wponp-
soicnslr wndoerminel by its most
roenl Belinrcys.

T waikor Te o Cheirma,  WSmmeneeha’
aucd arsn . Grengfal - i,
Haning D lapmani R L
PR He peieaidsd ml'-'!__"l-j-'ﬂ.l'
b res Crmimiskug o) Fopik Urves

had,

Mafang

The Crizis — From Ouiside

A psefnl metliod teclook ptoBel
Fanka froon ouislda Je t0 Justd-
ponk i eomparative  perfor
mamee ik Watienal o cDevelan:
ment weacie other Asian staes,

The. imkeomeof the dizpooais
i3 something o this otdrer

Slomspors ddpeRang, Soh
Harew woad - Paiwan, all ol wiyich
obrainsd - independeme fong artor
B i, e scguarel & xTo
ol Mewly Tndusteialised  Cotm-
try EtEtld; with per ciapite TiNT's
of “osed LGS 35K

Bfateyaiu, Imiunesie wod Thii-
Tod Sare’ ons e wey Lo agduic-
irll WHC seatus wnd - Bl ier
capita GHPs of over Ush 20000

Cluwna, wider - gocializm,
hewn  uccersfilly
reglivteibution” With growth tn
leed, elothe, shelier sad  koeop
hecltho ity 1D il peaple:

hias
et ming

FPhilippines, lodia oml kg
tan huve syveesdsl in bringing
srructursl chaggss o their evu-
ey By laying & fopwndstion
for aeanwfactoriae cepd  iodua-

trial development

Amvpng counlrpes wnth  goner.
alized. civsos ars 86 Lanka;
Bangtadesly, wyaaaar; Yectnga,
Tagos Al ﬂ:l]up'l,:l:hu::.,

We heve falled® to  mobilise
the cmergy - diod the oreativity
afa highly awEare, fterude snd
imgenisus papulnces,

Wi o hawe hopclesely mismanag-
el Elg asgels- Bnd) Tes0uraes we
apd sdceepded in | odly
takimg owrsdlves towards Crisis:

Diagnosing  Cauoses —
¥okiog 4 Stacc

A tentdtive startiap Doing fo
& Daondsis ol enuses-could e
lEke" this

Yiston — hpwa't - there besn. &
fridnre of Visien? {A=sumpricn —
counotyisy cannot develop At
A Wizichniy
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FPolicles — hasn’t
failore of Palicies?

these heenm 8

LAssrmplion = Eljl_ll:i,l.:::s ari-the

forms thid smboly glemerts of
e wisium]
Sirnicgies, Hroweammes, Pro-

eedores. — hasn't there heen o fal-
lare of leull:gy wnel l*rugrﬂmme
aleyelpprm et

{Assumption = policies ¥
tramsloted Jato pruesical esality
by mceans of startegice and prag-
FAITITEEY.

Hut these arc pnl eoonph. s
need more concrele TeiE0DE,

Huyre Concrete reasons

Baoje 4f Pesple — People  amast
b v i role (o creute and pro-
dhite, apd. - Sppereunitics . far
fulfilling - them.: The “mdes wf
people ure Tthasreal-agcenis &l
subjeats of develaposlont,” Thed
goergy  wnd creativicy onsust e
a1y mobilized inta procldction.
Counrries-gre developed hy the
iy, nethy the few. Teopls
make theil % n history: oo ons
mmlred ot T Lhdm,

Rale of Lesdership — L Eiders get
godls fur people uod orcate of
don't cresie the conditiong for
{hemn to- mnkes history, Lewdsz-
=hip takes one af dwo or thros
Fgens UCHen, Glhdre i3 o one
patiicular indiviifuil — the  les-
der — oI5 supported by o tom
of equally. eminent mich and

vworpen, L theve coutd heca
gt eillective leaderbip,  Toaca-
diers  possssd Vision,  amongst

ather gqualities.

Raole of the Few or Elites - - thare
i g relecfor olities, who repre-
aent . the fe'.-.-, -:'&-ppllm:ﬂ Ll fthe
magorye ar -1l mssses. Eljtes
AP wempased of thoee friined ta
e Aheir miads @z Gppoacd to
fheir handgs.  They oceupy tha
wpper - eukelons Cin the SFatom,
Theroleof %o glife i3t analyse
balwesn pomtending and ecimpe.
Ligp Lorsea o prodace clarity, 1o
ientify optinos nod then dreide
vo-ths basis ot what-is authentis,
Akey function of an’ olite 35t
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build and formulate values and =an
ethics which are the criteria for
authenticating  and

society. Fundamental to the
quality of an elite is its perception
of the role of the majority, the
masses, from whom they must
drive their strength, their inspi-
ration and their faith. The mas-
ses are the foundation and bedrock
on-which an elite bases itself.

Internal and - External Factors
and Decolonization — the relative
roles of Internal and External
Factors in social
tion must be clearly understood,
and more especially, the pri-
macy of the Internal Factor
over the External, E.g. the Inter~
nal Factor will be primary
in the development of say a
hamlet, a cluster of hamlets, a
division, a district, a province
or a country. This is also the
method and process of decolo-
nization in ex-colonial coun-
tries.

Hard and Soft Policies — qualita-
tively, policies could be characte-
rised in terms of hard and soft.
Hard 'policies derive from hard
options, possessing features of
market values, great effort (work
ethic), discipline, rule of law,
affordability, high productivity
and sustainability. Soft policies
derive from soft options, un-
dervaluing the capabilities of
the masses, lack of discipline,
manipulation of the system, a
fixation with the short term,
low productivity, lack of lin-
kage and unaffordability.

Overall growth and productlvity—
for a country to develop, there
must be sustained growth and
sustained increases in produc-
tivity, throughout all (or most)

sectors and regions in a coun-

try. Or, the creative labours
of the masses must be mobiliz-

ed and harnessed on a long term

basis, for new wealth to be creat-
ed by the people for themselves.
The most valuable resource in
this growth and productivity-

process, is the buman ° resource -

itself. Without a continuous
creation . of  new

country can’t improve, it can-

12

legitimising
what are key felt needs of the

produc- :

wealth, a

not hope to satisfy the basic
needs of its people.

“Human Resources Develop—
ment — a country must develop
its most valuable resource,  its
human beings. Develop in two
fundamental senses. First, help
a person to internalise within
herself or himself, a value sys-
tem and ethics to guide her or

~him through life. Second, help

a person to acquire marketable
skills which will render her or
him productive and wuseful to
both society and herself or him-

self. SriLanka has impressive

achievements in Human Resour-

ces Development in terms of -

‘health, education and participa-
tion in social life. But it has
failed to (a) create sufficient
wealth, and (b) relate educa-
tion to value-building and skill
acquisition,
sive unemployment and under-
employment of educated and
young human resources. Ironic-
ally, we have ended by streng-
thening the frusfration-creating

machinery in our society viz-a

viz the youth.

Role of Govermnment. We seem
to have misunderstood the Role
of Government. We have creat-
ed a governmental colossus, which
is unproductive, unimaginative
and self-serving. For example,
we have even thought that
governments are good at busi-
ness, and hence, our large state-
owned corporate sector. But in
housing, we learnt that govern-
ment should not build houses,
that people can do it better,
and hence, we completely revers-
ed policy in the Million Houses
Programme (1984-89). Shouldn’t
government be only a facilitator,
supporter, and learner, leaving
maximum space for people to
create wealth, take risks and
self-manage their lives? Haven't
we got the Role of Government
wrong?

Role of [Intelligentsia.  The
Role of the Intelligentsia is to
help institutionalise the process
of knowledge-building and ledarn-
ing to learm, 1in a country,
Analysing, counceptualising and

'Digitized' by. Noolaha'm' Foundation. -
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Hence, the mas-

as a vital catharsis and

theorising from the past and
present experience of jts own
people, is a key function. This
is the ‘super-important process
of decolopiging thought — generat-
ing theory and practice primarily

from within. To do this, an

intelligentsia has to forge orga-
nic links  with  the lives of
ordinary people. Then, and

only then, can they be useful’
to and be heard by, the many,

in ‘a country. -

Crisis of Youth

This s another  particular

manifestation of the general
crisis. It cannot be separated

from it. In fact, it is a good

vantage point from which to

look at it. In fact, all the
Conerete Reasons given above,

have their points of corréspon-

dence and reference
Youth Crisis too,

What is to be Dbné?

in  the

The way out is to fturn  the.
Crisis  into an opportupity to

look within, soul-search, and
get to the root causes of the
problems. : '

This is a national project. The :

political, business, professional

and intellectnal elite has to .

lead. :
But here is the contradiction—
the ordinary peeople — and the

youth are among them — are far

far ahead of their leaders.
Meaning, the elite factions can-
not come up with effective po-
licies and programmes sufficiently
fast, to mobilise the energy
and the creativity of the people
and retain  their credibility.

A very honest and crystal
clear analysis of our failures
and self-deceptions, could serve

to help us to see what we hayv
been blind to so far. '

We need to be bold ‘and
daring. e :

We must ask our youth and

our people to help us to get
the project. going. (Janasaviya
is an attempt at such mobili-
Zation). e

shoeck :
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Did Lenin open the"‘npen"dﬂur?

Tisaranee Gunasskera

b he paymant macs to the

girnoassianaices - fintarme-
tionel _cepitalista — T, G} g the
formn of "B ghare af “thi highly
valuebile produsts: ootained s
grdmubted iy a trinu el wehich the
wintkers StEEE pays o the sl
Bourgeoisia; weithaut I any wray
glogeing thia ower, We must claarly
remlise that we etand o gain by
paving. thRis tribute 5o long &=
‘it ‘apcalerates the - restorgtion  of
our - large ecale  indusice and
substantigy improves e con-
ditimn_af ' tha woarkars apd paa-
sernls’ v LLenin — Thind Coogreas
ks e Communiat | International”

— Beleghal  CWarke — Mol 3
Fage 55

The ‘speckrs ol tha  Slesed
EEaName. is bEunting us J@gahn,

Thes =il <rins of “the Qppasi-
Lign demanding  the 'dismancling
of e upan coonomy Bra grom-
ing - this time hod aven mmEng -

!;E!d SR civoke responsed even
within “the ranks of tha miling
parte. This, &L -8 tima  when

mogt - of “the sdcalist counfies
are getilng odo ol ovan tha |t
vestiges of ‘their cloasd svsierns
and gpaning e dogie” {a the
outside wgrld  {in Bome REkes
g5-a resull o of thio-presaura from
the  messas) laonic buk nat sirs
priging. To peraphirasa a papus
lar T W0 ad, 0" I an ewsr chan-
ifg okl “thers are some things
thet  ‘never  chande — iika Sri
Lankan leltisis!”

Wietnam,  alter waaing an epic
gtruggle against - Scimparialisom,
had “m gualms  whitsoswer  in
idinfng the 1MF and ths 'Workd
Bank {inzlitutinns dominated by
US capgitel) and fa. rerndin ez s
member evain alier the eching-
mic ganctiong imposed’ by ‘tha
WOEtarn. - sarld, Undaonbiadiy
Yietham  Ccormmunists  wwara: un-
troubded by the kind “af ‘finer
sUntimants" e hich Tilla tha hearts
and minds of pur local |eftists,
Wilich i prabably: why  they
=dicd . that
coufdn't =subjyaate them 3 few
dozen  forfcigs companies wah't
be able 10 do 500 In fact Vicr.

Hohalf ‘a million Gls

nam Approved a loraign imesets

CinerT i weith Tilleral provigions

To weestorn  cagita ]l javolesmant
guite anorecedented among &o-
crlist  countries: &s Far
a5 in 1877, Under tha @ new
Ergnamicorelorms g new. forsign
Iy bimeem e Gl e has Cbeen Sgra-
pezsed which sioatd Ao TO0
fareign gwnership and & gues
fanten of no nationalisgation
during the contracted pariod.
Alsq undee “this code, foreign
it wantire  investmant will ba
Bllgvwead - 1o ineréase from . ihe
egrher fimit oot 4B gt 9055
Profit tex avill o boteeeen- 205
— 2B withe & Beade - periad af
agwerd| oA Viefnam  officials
readily . admit thar Vietnam has
only it's paterdl fosources and
ahaep fabour 1o cxport inoanfer
to Acalimylate. capital for indis-
trialization and afrcaliurs! dewve-
fopmant, o ordar to facilitate
thiz, Yietnam wil cstablish aeves
ral sxport. promotion [fres
trada) zones,
The Serviet
manfing & viry
invastiment paolicy  in ordar g
BLIrACT ‘Weslern capital. —Aaoond-
ing i, dhese powy poligies tho
farzign eouniergan will be allow.
ad  to become’ the dominast
paitniar {n Jolnt vontures AND
{thig wonld most probebly maks
quita B fear ol our leftist shid-
der wlily horeor) . the Soviet
Union is today takirg the Tirst
steps towards mbolizhing the
manapoly of the atete over
foreign trodel  As ‘@ resylt 28
relfizifies  and deparments #And
T8 enlerpriess have been alfow-
ed to participate in- foraign trade
directly, China too hag atcop-
ted {he cpening af the country

Union is  imple-
liharal - foraign

b the gutsids weorld a5 AR cssen-

tiel fispect of it's Modemization
programma  f(at ledsl Lefore the
ctushinn - of the pire democacy
P mE L),

Unfertunataly  there  seoms
o i no - End o the
perfidy of these asopizllzl rolor-
mers| Soviat ScononviEis e o
talking- aboot, burning  1he rGo-
bla“ into 8 convartible GureAcy
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noolaham.org'| aavanaham.arg

brack

svhish wills e efhesn Aamount
te 8 davaluetion, Fhogdh A
gt thiz  mamesnt the value of
the rouble = higher offigiahy,
than  the LS deller, this sadl)
changa once the mubls becomes
an internationaliy convediblE Gurs
rency,  Then it's walue will he
datarminsd  not by the Sowlet
gohvarament fas it owes donsin
the pust) bot By inremeiahisl
domiand “apd sasupply. Taoo el
I=ltists  wha regard devalustion
Bi # speuiall msssure dasignad
hy tha :blood  thirsty imperializis
arwd their - stoogee” — tha  [MF
dnd the Wiorld Bank toocdesiray
the sconomies  of progregsies
countries’, this will o douliless
ook like thea greatest beborayal’
of all, Bur sodiallst coumptries
hiowe today. realized that koep-
in. tha velue of thowr correm-
cigs ar e high level artificially
doas not contribiule: (o the build-
ing of a healthy egonomy, Tne
can't o stay i rhe  cloods  Tor-
gvar, howeder  much ong drigs
omeself, O hastoicome down
1o the earih - cithor you do-it
bofors it Iz foo lste and iy [o
cuTe yourself, or vou'll end up
ciw: faet bnder, Ths reformers
in tha “soniElist warld are ma-
ely taking lhe fiest way ouf,
A58 resultoof the' revoluticon
- oommunication mathods, the
warld has shrunk and hes:  be.
corme . mare | clogaly - integrat ed
than "ever bufore. Thus todey o
coumdry can - jsolate itaalf it o
dazires A gonoinag . developmsent
and rhettar [ifs for it's people,
Its the realization of this which

hed fed the socialist countrigs
toe Opon their dogrs (o thy oot-
side world in mare: ways . than

ana: To our [eftists — those vooi-
faroiis <hampions of 8. closed
s¢ztem — thig gaing back #o gn
anen door policy wauld amount
1o a complete betraval of socia-
lsm" Iosk, stock and: barrel. Bt
what these critles of open door
palicy am yhnaware, of or «cli-
bsrataly farget is  that it wis
none olfer - than Lanin whe -
vocated “this palicy firet in " his
tamtous MEP,

S majer caspect  of the NEP
WAs IS EBRCol fa e wastern o pia
tlists to TRvest in the  Sovict
Union. Lenin’s objactive was to
gt the fnachimary,  caplal and
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technology necessary for
industrialization of the Soviet
Union by leasing out mines,
forests and oil wells to foreign
capitalists  (would our leftists
start accusing Lenin of trying
to sell the Soviet Union, |1
wonder) and Dby encouraging
the formation of joint ventures.
Lenin said that

the

after the failure of their at-
tempts to destroy the Soviet
Union by waging war against

her were *“forced to-reckon with
political and economic realities
and declared: we must itrade.”
This is one of our greatest vic-
tories”. Obviously the prospect
of doing trade with the robber
barons’ did not cause any heart-
burn to the founder of the
Soviet Union. Far from it. He
even welcomed the offer of a
massive loan by western capi-
talists — while -~ knowing that
these capitalists will charge “an
exorbitant rate of interest”. Un-
like our local sages who do not
want to give even a cents waorth
of our national wealth to those
vile capitalists and will regard
this as a supremely unholy act,
Lenin had no such scruples.
“So leng as there is no re-
volution in other countries it

the capitalists,,

cumstances we cannhot grudge
hundreds of millions or even
thousands of millions worth of
our immense wealth, our rich,
raw material sources in order
to obtain help from the major

capitalists. Later we shall re-
cover it all and to spare. The
rule of the proletariat cannot

be maintained in a country laid
waste as no country has ever
been before — a country where
the vast majority are peasants
who are egually ruined — with-
out the help of capital, for
which of course, exorbitant in-
terest will be extorted. Hence

the choice is between economic

relations of
nothing at all’”
Cangress of the RCP
Selected Works — Vol.
Hih) For
advocated making formal written
agreements with the most civi-
lized, advanced Waest-European
capitalism™ (yes comrades, sig-
ning away the economic freedom
of the countryl) Thus the Soviet
and other socialist countries’ re-
formers are really going back
to Lenin and the NEP with the
open door policy and liberal
investment codes.

this  type and
=
3 Page

(Lenin — Tenth -

this purpose Lenin

treachery to our local leftists
whose dream is to build a ‘‘sslf
sufficient Sri Lanka™. But self
sufficiency” can hardly be called
a Marxist concept, It was during
the period of feudalism that there
existed “self sufficient”’ societies.
it was the British Mercan-
tilists and not Marxists or

- socialists, who later advocated a
‘system Incorporating certain key

aspects of those self sufficient
societies, (no imports, producing
all those commodities within a
country encouraging exporis).

“Thus in reality, this self suffi-

cient society our leftists
tallc about is really an up
dated form of mercantilism
and not secialism, The foundets
of Marxism in no way advoca=
ted such a system. Lenin wan-
ted to. integrate the Union into

-the world economy even on

terms that were far from
fair. Today, socialist countries
are talking in ferms of 3 single
world economy. The world s
coming together overcoming the

“barriers of nationality, religion,
culture and

ideology. At such
a time any talk of building self
sufficient societies’ is not Marxist,
but a variant of the so called
“Natianal Ideology” (Jathika

would take us decades to extri- Al this would undoubtedly Chinthanaya) which harks back
cate ourselves and in these cir- seem like nightmarish acts of to that bygone era-feudalism..
PLANTATIONS. .. safeguard the estates and outdated and pass new labour
(Continued from page 8) the factories. Through they legislation in line with the

8) Speedil et can be given the belief that national labour ordinance,
peedily announece that the e in their belop- s : T
present Indian Passport hol- giggsagnoéliigéfd bé defe::- 15) Establish a separate Cultu-
ders will not be sent to ded by them. rbal_kBoaéd to fcorhn'bat the
India immediately and their 10) To create jobs start refores— ackwardness of this com-=

problems will be discussed.
Through this we can avoid
the youths joining the J.V.P.
violence. (The J V.P. is
recruiting them by saying
that *you all are citizens
of this motheriand and there
is no need to go to India’.
Recently in the Kandy and
Uva provinces J. V. Pers
collected their Indian pass-
ports and destroyed them).
Most of the applicants are
dead but their children are
willing to  live ‘in this
country. L

9) Form a Home Guard comp-

tising of the estate workers

and the jobless youths to
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tation schemes and also dairy
farms (on unprofitable lands).
Fill the teaching posts with
the plantation  youngsters
who have got through OfL
examinations (because this
is the maximum - education
they can get).

Grant a special employment
guota (‘affirmative actiion’)
since malnutrition and un-
der—education reduces  the
employment  opportunities
especially in  the armed
- forces and in the police.
13) Grant a monthly wage

-14) Change the All Indjan
~ Labour Ordinance which = is

1)

12)
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munity and to socially up-

lift them.,
16) Form a separate Women’s
: Bureau for the plantation

WOmens emanc1pat10n.

17) Start a labour bulletin un-
der the Plantation Ministry.
This will be an informa-
tion “bulletin. (It should be
in Tamil & Sinhala and
published every 2 months.
An English bulletin should
appear ecvery 6 months.)

Start an independent Tamil
magazine ~which can give
~the Hill Country - Tamil
youth an alternative cons-
ciousness & ideology.

18)
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WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT

Liberalisation and the Welfare State

Asalea Bandarape

§ pack ol the libertlizebtion
A.:.f L eaenomy atrer ERE
Lhe dondl market owas CHrowm
By eloh] o wllomanace ol '|I'I'IFI-.'.IT-:';.||
cipadmi s piiads andozereiacsoca-
Foir - TV, radeodassitos  regarders,
Viguot; totlelrics, easmistics, amd
Bapking, restadran, afd o teeel
sErieed, el o T shonald e romen-

Fered, howeyer, thit in, cecenk

yeaisthe  jmpart ol weapous b
aurpasgzd iy of  thege eonsiiner

impnrtacmpkinethe admng fruders
and bBlaok macketeers within and:

putzide  Lhe
ol

gonntry cxtremsly

To the lnng cun. the deluge ol
Eoiporhed consTmer goods B b
g neritive sffeet . on Tocal fndas-
tey snd pmplasosiin genetion,

Clontribufio further oo the trends:

fomErdy impnit Liheralization and
privetizgtion, Ibhconational milk
dmdnstry has choon. hapded -gwsr
plmaoet wmthcl'L.-' ta eetle. Thia
Swiss - lrasidnationu] company.

koo lur ars controverdial baby
Yormulwsiles io the Thivd World:
aover padlesis il Cfrdar amall
frodurere ilroughnut the land.
The lomic-or, allreicaad the curr-
ot impori-sxpoct ecninomy eopunld
lead to Tlosddy peodaced itk
‘Boing repliced By anportcd milk
powder. Rervarcher and acrivist
Fatrick Dernznds secs signs of
thic  glyendy  hoginning 10
Happen: -

Dismantling the YWelfare
Stats

The military expanditiir=s, pro-
ahagliom Joss I:a.pjlﬂ.l. {hiahd, Tu-
Fisgces - oivi ] odisorder,  and alest-

preition resulting from ke ethaic

war have seversly aynreewited the
ecnopmy apd Uicentepil the survis
wielh ull e Bril Laaksn pooplel
A the Teminisy sublivnrian - Sacr-
aral ::-lli111's u'u-l-, [He detenes hill
ware B 6825 hillim o0 1935 or
R L7 |r'|||'||,-.‘:ll'|ﬂ. iy This TE fir e
sopfs A twelvefofd docrewse sinee

AR and'the bizoest dingle - fom

ol povernment sxpeoditure. siy-
passing the tatnl anoune speat

an - heslth, euucntiong  aemd Teerd
auksidias,  CEhls o atomouml: cemld
Feed gight millivn people w th—
halfths populntion of Bri Lanki-

Bt pven o ithant 2 -wacob such
miassbve proporionss i Lok
wirald Tedes - faced Soches severs
wennnnG-Lnd  aecinl oprablens
creddmac to. the weryy lorivtol
neripheralcapialist d=velopment
Pizercascs e walid ol prices.
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Table 5

Per Capita Gross Nation Product and
the Physical Quality of Life Index

i ot : Infant
Per Physical Life Mortality ;
Capita Quality Expectancy per 100 . Perecentage
GNP of Life - at Birth  Live of
Country (V. S5. %) Index (Years) Births Literacy
Burma =960 50 50 140 60
Sri Lanka 230 82 68 47 - 8l
Sierra Leone e 44 136 10
Tanzania " 260 30 44 167 . 28
Peoples Republic v = S
of China 260 Tk 65 65 D07} -
Uganda 290 40 50 160 - 33
Madagascar 290 - & 4l 44 102 39
Kenya 380 39 50 119 20-25
Cuba 1,410 85 70 27 R
Republic =
of Korea 1,480 82 65 47 88
Portugal 2,180 80 69 39 71
Argentina 2,230 85 68 5% 93
Yugoslavia 2,430 84 68 36 84
Singapore 3,830 86 71 B TS

Source: Jerry A. Moles and James V. Riker. *National Heritage and the
Future of Sri Lanka -Agriculture,” Lanka Guardian Vol. No, 5 17 (1 Jan. 1983).
p. 16. The Physical Quality of Life Index (PQLI) is an attempt to derive a
composite of indicators on a standardized scale]from zero to 100. This index
is based solely on three measures of development: (1) the average age expec-
tancy at birth. (2) infant mortality, and {3) the percentage of literacy.

decade was a unique model of
social welfarism and parliamen-
tary democracy in :the Third
World. Beginning with the in-

troduction of electrol politics
in 1931, the Sri Lankan state
followed a universal welfare

policy providing free education,
free health care, and subsidized
food items for all (excepting
the plantation - sector folla:-

wing independence). It is this

policy that gave Sri Lanka
high scores on the Physical qua-
lity of Life Index in spite of
its low economiic  growth rate
and per capita
table 5} and enabled Sri Lankan
women (and men) to enjoy a

16

~with other

incomes - (see

higher quality of life than their
counterparts in - most  Third
Wrld countrijes. The average
female life expectancy of 66.9
years (in 1971); infant morta:-
Lity rate of 371 (per 1,000 live
births—in 1979); national female
literacy rate of 82.8 percent
(in 1981), and an average of
4.3- children per woman  (in
1979) compare very favorably
countries,

- Today these enviable socio-
economic achievements are se-
verely threatened as the govern-
ment whittles  away at the
welfare state. Following a proc-
ess of deliberation involving the

" Digitized by Noolaham Foundation:

noctaham:org }:aavanaham.org

vard Institute for

- Finally in

- underlie. the thwarted

IMF, consultants from the Har-
International
Development, and other fore-
ign and local interests, the Sri
Lankan  government sharply
limited the food subsidies, chan-
ging the earljer general rice
ration teo a food
ram limited to households below
the official powverty line. The
poverty line determined in 1979
at Rs 350 a month per house-
hold remained static over the

- years in spite of the hijgh in-

flation ravaging people’s lives.
1988 -the poverty
line has been changed to Rs
700. Yet, the Rs 75 per family
per month = currently given in
food stamps can scarcely meet

the basic food requirements of

those below the powerty line.
Futhermore, as in the U, 8.
food stamps are withdrawn when
a family makes even the sligh-

- test improvment over the pov-
erty line. As a

result, most
poor people and many female-
headed houscholds are forced

_to live on food stamps alone!

Per capita spending for edu-
caticn was reduced from twelve
U. 8. dollars ‘in 1972 to eight
U. S. dollarsin 1978, and hea-
Ith expenditures from six U. 8.
dollars to five U. 8. dollars in

the same period. Total govern-

ment  expenditures for food,

_education, and health  declined
 from 42 percent to 26 percent

of the budget from 1971 to

1978-80. As the insulation pro-

vided by the welfare state {s
taken away and as unemploy-
ment and inflation rise,
and more people are pushed
into poverty and insecurity.
Sharpening class contradictions
aspira-
tions, ‘growing  dissatisfaction,
and agitation among peasants,
government workers, students,

unemployed youth, and women.

As elsewhere, cuthacks in social
welfare hit women, the primary
nurturers of families, the har-
dest, This in conjunction with

labor market discrimination and

cultural -~ prejudices against
women make poverty dispro-
portionately a female problem,

(To be Continued) .
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ranteed a reduction of conflicts,
‘many of which arose from a
sense ‘of relative rather than
-absolute deprivation, -

Equally, a commitment to
democracy (say, the holding of
national elections) does . not
imply the democratisation of
state structures

The Sri Lanka sitwation high-

lights the destructive and retro-

gressive power of different social
movements,

organically a part of society,
Social movements are more
complex, and anti-systemic move-
ments (ethnopopulist) do not
provide the kind of alternative
required for a  multiethnic
society.

The overall discussion undez-
scored the basic shift that has
taken place in many movements
rocking the region. There is a
growth of religious, ethno-popu-
list and obscurantist forces,
which in some cases are linked
to extra—national actors/agencies.
The outbreak of vwlcnce the

growth of criminality, and the

virtual absence of cohérent poli-
tical preojects have coniributed
to increased insecurity and
fragility of states and a lack
of consensus on Jaw and order.

The assessment of a

proxi-
mate future has thus projected
an intensification of internal
conflicts — due to ill planned

capitalist developmeut and
interaction with ethnicity and
class, It has also become clear
that formally democratic regimes
enjoy a higher possibility of
conflict management.

its

In - discussing? the broad out-

lines of an alternative strategy,

the following have been sug-
gested: selective de-linking from
the global system; a reduction
in I miljtary *expendltures, the
developmcnt of decentralized
systems to accommodate the
urge and demand for autonomy;
an expansion of the basic ser-
vices sector; restriction on the
current push towards [liberali-
zation and privatisation7 and a
judicieus ' policy of i natural
resource use and management.
What remained unclear, i-n"the
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at  all® levels.

even when they are

concrete conjunctures of each
country, is the question of which
agencies (including movements)
can adopt these tasks
political projects.. It is nog
that “the owl of Minerva flies

at dusk,”” but that ¢“the great
disorder under the heavens
1mp11es that all is not . well.”

Internal Conﬂlcts in South
Asia and their _Resolunon

COnﬂicts have been the motor
of human progress and
development.  What we = are
interested in however are con-
flicts which reproduce violence
and ‘tend to become pathologi-
cal. Conflict management may
result in a situation where all
parties to the conflict lose or
where all sides see a gain.
There are also instances of ‘a
no win-no lose situation
sleeping conflicts which
be roused by some
catalytic agent.

The SIPRI Yearbook reveals

could
outside

that in 1988, there were 36
armed conflicts in the world,
with “armed conflict” defined

as a situation with over
casualties per year.

1,000
Most armed

conflicts are found in the Third

World. The overwhelming majo-
rity are identity conflicts with
ethnic, religious or Jlinguistic
struggle involving the assertion
of identity and the search for
security. Many of such strug-
gles are concerned with the
devolution of power.

There are, moreover,
times as many conflicts where
the number of casualties have
been under 1000 per year. Such
conflicts usually  involve the
state and a particular minority.
Statistical tabulations cannot
provide us with the dypamic
aspecis of these conflicts.
ever,
cipated areas
or sleeping conflicts.

three

of deterioration
‘The 1987

yearbook of IWGIA (Internatio-

nal Work Group for Indigenous
Affairs) carried a farrly comp-
“rehensive list of conflicts in-
volving vulnerable peoples who
may face extinction. This list
%mcluded copflicts with ep:sodlc

as their

boundaries.

- flict may develop into a

and

-sion depend on certain
“tions.o It “is

How-
there s a range of anti--

“events such as riots agajnst un-

armed populations like the
Burundi or the Sikhs in Delhi
in 1984 or the pogroms against
the Tamils in 1983. :

The present consultation was
interested in discussing internal
or domestic conflicts.  So far,

scholarly attention has analysed.

wars between nation states. It

~ was felt that the need now is

to work more towards analy-
zing contlict conditions and
potential conflicts within state
There is also the
felt  need to delineate these
types of conflicts more sharply-
in order to clarify the condi,
tions in which a sleeping con-

to con-
flict. . process that accelerates
into violence and internal armed.
conflicts.

Tt is therefore essential to
have a sharper definition: on
such concepts as ethnic groups,
minority, tribe, mations and
nationality, The mere existence
of diverse ethnic groups
not antomatically lead to violent

conflict, Key factors are the
ethnit stratification system, the
existence of cross-border.

nef=

works and forms of mobiliza-
tion available.’ To distinguish -
between types of ethnic confliets
and stratification empirical re-

search = must be undertaken
What is therefore suggested is
that the mobilisation processes
for political autonomy or séces-
condi.
the given basic
structures which determine the

- course of the conflict and possi-

bilities for resolving it.  Several
different types of stratification
exist from a conflict re_solut:cpn
perspectwe, namely:

1. dominpating majority who are
pumerically, politically,
~and economically powerful,

2. dominating minority who are
numericaily small but with
political feconomical power,
3, balanced relation with
nation-building people and

several ethnic groups or

‘nationalities, :
4, division of power betwecn
territorial based and func-

- tiopal groups, = =

does
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déterminint of jdentity remains
upesalved. " Ehe: feti uf the
1uling elites tocreate a honio-
EEﬂi.Ii::l:l Telamie natdg-ctik= with
A wmnified © watiobal o oulturdl
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idenlity —in offitl subouming
ATl even NEEAtiE | subennt]ona-
bastyreai it ideninivy — hax
senicifed g erizig of plegriciss "
The contionity &nd the gravity
of the ¢risis  are anapifest in
the demuod of  1lie ‘mubajirs
(those wheomizrated T5om Motk
tndha ot ths time ol jodepon-
derice jn M7 10 be recogniad
&% @tvephrate ethunie snticy.

Avonpanying  this el of
inidgalitiss: iz the crizis of (ke
slale itzeld, Wnder periodicind
gniendmh orulds b absoluiist
mil#ury dictatorship, the state
bug bern teableaw  cape aith

the needs of multips filenrites
und hed Faglel to “dewelop a
pincaiintic swstern:. While the

gerabilishirment of 4 demuoocatie
BOVCrOnGal in Fakiztan hic orea.
ted o reltpvely  improved sitaas
tign™in iy repard, (b= inscoa-

rity of the " regime” ms well a.
the  atill wvoling  natnee  of
different  ideatitics dod their

potilieatioeion] artieuiution has
gn Tar oot provideld ‘condioms
For  resalviap o nlentitr-Based
conflices. "

Closely Hnkead Lo thess ethnic
and . jdenticy. bazed oconflicis,
which ure exacerbuted By mili-
tarjsition ol ‘the ‘state, re
cenllict situalions engeidersd by
comditicms: uf eoononid imegu=
ality (reflocting uncven devsiop:
meaty. These create hoth ietund
sl perecived deprivatiog of
setions il the  populetions
wlich then heid to real or puten-
tind ~sneial | gondlicts  piioing
precedence aod demanling fmme-
dinte stlention, ofhers  arisiag
out of elizs. sopder o tutionsl

regduree—yse factors are relepas

tod to the buckgrovid and their
EELIOTAness minim e,

In adidition, exteran] préssure
har geperatod insecurities akich
lead {4 forcign  policy “options
that huve jocdyeced  drue and
suns 00 sociely, thuz-sonicibir-
bap to wrdesprecd vickcwsesyet
another dismension inan alyerly
cermdlict ‘rreen - situation.  Base
weassibabty - of  sophisticated
wenpsnry hias gxtended the yse
of furee by of apajnet the stale
te contendifEp pronps  against
others Tor weitling scores.
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India
The partisan state.

In the Indian context it was
suggested that, whereas
state had earlier acted as a

mediator in inter—group conflict,
the state has now become parti-

san. This happened in a situation

where, on the ~one hand the
struggle for sheer survival has
- become more intense and, on
the other hand, power or effi-
cacy of mediating social insti-
tutions has been eroded. Such
a situation can and does give
rise to several types of conflicts
which were identified as:

1. Conflicts arising out of sub-
nationalist demands for grea-
ter autonomy, self-determina-
tion (leading up to even seces
sionism at times) and moves
for re-drawing international
‘boundaries;

2. inter-religious and sectarian
conficts in which state assu-
mes the character of the
majority community;: :

L

conflicts arising out of con-
tending demands on scarce
and rapidly-depleting natural
resources-these relate to both
ownership of management of
such resources (e.g. land and
water) and can threaten the
very existence and sustaina-
bility of various types of
diversities ‘and pluralities
that have hitherto existed;

4. conflicts created by the
nature of the existing poli-
tical system, such as those
generated by the majoritarian
electoral practices; and

5. conflets created by political

policies, such as those
relating to  guotas pres-
cribed in the furtherance of

protective positive discrimi-
pation and,
by the
by the privilegped groups in
the context of such conilicts,

- Sri Lanka
The defective state.

Sri Lanka has a  specific

stratification system with special

20

the

‘discussion must be

in particular,
backlash unleashed -

characteristics. The evolution of
the post independent state in
Sri Lanka is the process of
asserting  Sinhalese hegemony
can be divided into three pha-
ses: 1,  Antfi-colonial ‘agitation
with its anti state character; 2)
post—colonial control and domi-
nation of the state and exer-
cise of hegemony over other
minorities; 3)  post  accord

phase when it assumes an anti

state character.
the post

With regard to
colonial phase, any
related  to
the control of the state, wel-
fare policies adopted by all
governments, and an inherited
political system which allowed
for majority rule.
tification in Sri
characterized by a dominant
majority and - a  minority
with cross—border affiliations to
South India. The majority
Sinhalese and the main Tamil
minority each have strong per-

Lanka is

ceptions of being engulfed and

dominated by the other. This
system stratification is further
compounded by the strong sub-

nationalist assertions of the
Indian State of Tamil Nadu
vis—a-vis New Delhi. Such a

system stratification has inherent

potential for protracted violent |

conflicts.
To wunderstand the ethnic
stratification system * in  Sri

Lanka involves examining fea-

tures like the ‘¢defective nature
of its state,” the majoritarian
electoral patronage system, the
petit-bourgeoisie bnse of its
ethno-populism, etc, The role
and_ effect of the lumpenization

of the economy and of lumpen

violence also need to be con-
sidered.

In. the contexf of Sri Lankan

and in the light of the Hhisto- |

rical experience where the in-

tensity and extent of conflict

situations have assumed see-
mingly intractable proportions,
a regional, extra-natjopal Teso-
lution of the conflict might be-
come’ necessary  and  indeed
inevitable, s

Ethnic stra- |

_incorrect.
" deepened,
“tutions—the office of the prime
‘miinister, Parliament, the police

‘and by carrying her

Gandhi ., ,

(Continued from page 5) :
cover-up. Suspicions turned
to documented accusations as
statements that he and other
officials involved made to
Parliament over the Bofors
controversy were found to be
As  the quagmire
the country’s insti-

and  judiciary—were seea to
suffer from their involvement,

Mi. Gandhi, like the Shah,
felt the criticisms of him were

unfair or ignored the favoura-
- ble side  of
economy entered a
- higher

the The
; period of
growth. India’s fast—
expanding middle class did

picture,

~ well. Mr. Gandhi’s image stood

much higher with foreign lead-
ers and businessmen than it
did with domestic apinon. All
these factors combined with
the prestige of the Nehru
family, TIndia’s long-standing
fear of the instability that an
opposition = government could
bring, and the conservatism of
a rural society, gave him the
feeling that he could win the
election. :

Mr. V. P Singh, the leader
of the opposition but formerly -
Mr, Gandhi's Finance Minister,
believed two years ago that the
tide had turned against Mr.
Gandhi in the villages of the
Hindi belt. He also belisved
that Bofors had become a
stone  argund Mr. - Gandhi’s
neck. which would slowly bring
him down. These judgements
proved correct. o -

Defeated in this ‘election,
Mr. Gandhi scems determined
to remain leader of the Cong-
ress Party. His  mother made
a comeback after being routed
in 1977, by exploiting the divi-
sions  within  the opposition
campaign
to the people. If only because
of  the massive security that
surrounds ‘him — and  is likely
to continue to “do so because
of the bitterness in the Punjab
against him and his mother—
‘Mr. Gandhi has a hard task
in - winping = back the hearts
and minds of village India,
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The ideological character of Liberalism

Chanaka Amaratunga

o bk moliticul pad dotellec-
lnm!. termy,  Liberslicm @z at
prefsent ioibe midst of L prower-
Tl gdwupce, | do nat e the
wird  frewivie]” beeawvecs althoogh
b mbgoificient @0t barsg Gof
Laberal wririoe iooahat romdinz.
ibe vnteleciual heactlend of {he

wrinild,;  Megsiecn  Europe Caond
Toith, Americk) is indesd U
rowivalo ot imterest Cind o o Forim

af ideologicul writing aivich bhad
heoy sorpuasped in joloenos over
the iutellectun] “debate  ind tha
1330g Gincd after, st the' direct-
Ty polition | “Jevel, thut is o ane
dicest” influroee io terms  of
political - propiammes 'revitul
is Ap inapsropriide wanl Hecprse
ke - Fasl desade s jodesd ahe list
fonroyedrs, Jlave seen o specki-
wildr axbvaaice of Libxral “ideas
ol values i jirens whers they
had seldom  faod " oftcn never)
exisied o the pusl. Whut bapan
vkt Ty wsan Tenlerprice it the
Wighest loval of fdeas e com-
Bat - the apparent  masiery of
the Maruast l=(i and its intellec-
tual | thewgh  biverly  hostile
kinamanike osciat right nndee-
taken with 3
and  expression  which theugh
Flom to ) make odmyverts was ot
laat birst forth upon the qotel-
letnzl comscivysness of the warld
with an uoyangoishable anothao-
city, the writiges of Friedyich
Yon Havek, of Kurl Poppor, of
Isaialh Herlin  and even  that
work ol dendly insight which
inys bare Lhe dungerous illaginns
of raticnalist excess o whether qa
Rogsgean or Worx, Saint Siman
or Comin, Yacob Talman’s: The
Orilging of Totakuirion Democrac),
hga pow flowed [vio und Teooma
the mainstrenm  of idess. And
Fhuu today An  explicit Toterest
In Liberalism a8 dn wleofigy
BoCompaiics o opn  advande  nf
Libeculigm  aveons thz: political
agcids gnd-ar ihe hallad ks

While ot ope Level m (G-
nise- the advapce of Libsralism,
it aouther  lewel, cergainly. im
ouiilcies  which zan. in o the
Liberad erfse be  described ae

power - of thought

'1'|-;;-c., Liberaliam las-dbsavs hoon,

il Cmats thie  ewisetly . dodhidng
el egy, it thic corc o doal
hasis of  eealicy,  odthel than
4|:|1_;:_'. nled Ea AR LT SR o Lo o A I'r'l

Free soandiies Lakzral deasare
ippl el i the voey pareec ol
Towsmaiv Lifes b pheg = rdry ATRi0-
ture - and S Farm of hooan rela-
tinndiipa, Tolerapee of divceaiiy,
thie valos ol dehate the ofportiliis
tu-Font choroe the fntegriby of vndi-
vidual pevsenality, & beljcl i the
p;'-l.u:llia] LIE rLl".-'if_:-i_liJ:il‘_'.l' al i
song cthinmgh e ombihing  of
kngwlcdee, caperience aml skills,
L atkrlll'.'-'h.*lllgmm:;ni ol Ale
validits! al - walivatoal Ciwdge-
meara, - all ol fhegerace liberal
idoas hased upom - andlyses, fung-
cvol miwrcongnizerd Aud pexpii-
it ot man capd  shoizhe and
gn acceptance of, Pemlimentals,
winell are fhe  Gnomdntion of
Liboralivm,

Al the Gk level at which
I cowsider the stale af  Liberu-
Ligery, 0T dimy ~ been  shient fromm
ari Lavka  wmlil G0 was introo
duced o this eountry, b the
meswement thut  condoots this
seminar ol subsegucnily hy Lhe
pelitival purte toowhich T holong
Byl ot the - sefcond  althaogh 14
i elewr thot wn Tmportantaapeit
i the gurceny oricis i the crisis
of iberal values, Liberal assum-
pliny are deeply sngraine] in
cnr v societys Likeralism us
Woeore o ides, “miav oobe said o
belege gheent heve thon inothe

preut minjoriy cof the worlds
nation-states:
But wlat is this Tiberalisoa

which iz now cijosioy 3 new
lengz of intcllccrual sod politi-
cal Tife? Whal are 5 chatwoter-
gtica, what ara |fie bngis ot its veli.
dity, what the worth it broars
over s rivals i Al idonlogical
spoetrum am} what the place 1t
ta - lacky 1o crente for atseli dn
tho'woeld “of the future ?

Yohn Ghray ~in  his.  work
Libevalism: rightly deacribes the
idea -as Vthe  projecr of theori-
sifg  polilical ipstitutinps  for
the: zoveroment. of ar individnas
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1341 society™™  ALdray  al. o proszot
g Fellow uf - Jesusl - Collego,
Oxford has Bevome vnsof eloss
duirg new exponenl b Liberadism,
His studizz of the fwi, men |
repard as the principal Laberals
of -thic 198 vod 2U5H vepluries
Tohn Stourt BMill smd Predrich
von Havek, io celifivn it ther
cofiespriony owhat ) Mapoing
i his work  Legeralivm vightly
aracrta s the oficdt ¢ongero ol
the Lbera 1 Jiberey, wrsof the
Oesg pank. AN on  Diberry wnd
Hapek oa Lihecty powcefully intro-
ticed  Joha Gray o thase inror-
aeied in Liberal  jdeas and he
bis Pur bher develonped this central
lifrera]l cogeern m o the  valums
nf IIE!'C'-.R}'K i l:HE.ir,:-.l j-.r'=1'||.|:|.' l::a.llll
10 which o ches ik id sumtrahbutse]
with his Tellow Dxlbonl acsdemic
Zhisniew  Pelerynski, Coopirpeiias
of Likeriyin Palitieal Philosopry. [Ee
bz coniributed to a1 Yucinatiog
collection «f essuves published
noder: the  tikle  Mdarciser  and
Liberaiionn, Srav’s essiy in that
vilame Pdarxing Freedom, T'ndi-
vidual Liberts “und the End-of
Alenarion' s o degkeronned
defepee - of  Lilreral  concep-
tpon of Tehedorand Todividoabiby
againzt the MWamsi notion ol
humag Liberation

The unaty al Liheral j-;!-:ll[._:-p._l.l
g e beofound aw G pariicular
enpeeptionof man apd sugiely
whicle has Toue distine) chisrneler-
istigs. Cloby thy existeoce of »
gopgeption of v mao that com-
bines these for glementa mey be
sadd tor Bbe trulv Liberal, The
hirll mark of Libernlizm then, s
thot it iz &an idealdgy that ia
individualist, epalitarian., Lo,
anliat amd inoforisc.  Taes
calisin s individoalisi'® <in that
it asaerts the moral primacy of
the pemon upuinst the oluinis
il woy aceial o ecliectivity'® it
is gmaltarian’ in 43 much as it
confera on all men the-sime
moral  siafos and dowics o the
relavanees to legal or  paoditica)
szder of différeases an  maral
wiwth camnng bupEn o béingst"
it 4w universalist oind thal Gl
aflicms dhe “mornl whily of ihe
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human species
secondary importance to specific
historic associations and eultu-
ral forms,” it is melorist “in
its affimation of the corrigibi-
lity and improvability of all
social institutions and political
arangements.2””’ These characte-
ristics have given Liberalism
its distinctive identity over
centuries as an ideology of indi-
viduality, tolerance, enlighten-
ment and ‘radicalism and has
fimly placed it upon the pro-
gressive side of | the political
divide.

THE THIRD WORLD

In Srii{Lanka and indeed ‘in

much of the Third World, parti- -

cularly in those states which
have emerged out of colonia-
lism in the 20th century, Libera-
lism jis hardly familiar and the
idea -of it that isf common-
place would hardly concur with
a description of it as radical
and progressive. Both these terms

have in much of the Third World,_

certainly in Sri Lanka, falsely
become synonymous with the
politics
blooded socialism. Among some
political groups *progressiveness’
has come to be associated with
what to the Liberal is the worst
of all possible words the com-
bination of collectivist econo-
mics with strong nationalism,
cultural chauvinism and racism.
The ideologies that underpin a
sincere socialism and a strong
nationalism/racism. are by mno
means the same but the simil-
arity of their intellectual ante-
cedents is established by their

common appeal to  a colle-
ctivist - ideal. Considered
in terms - of these funda-

- mentals, Liberalism shares with
Marxism a universalist concep-
tion of man but none of the
others: Marxism and  full-
blooded socialism view politics
and jndeed human beings and
pational development through
the distorting and one-dimensi-
onal vision of the class struggle
and the simplistic notion that
all life 1s explicable through an
analysis of economic relations.
It has no room for individua-

lism and its conception of man

is in the Liberal sense neither
meliorist nor egalitarian.

2

and accords a

equal

- that the

of Marxism and full

‘did not

It may seem strange that ijt

could be asserted that Marxism
(and full blooded Socialism is

not egalitarian. I should hasten
to explain that my ascription
to it of inegalitarianism is based
upon the Liberal egalitarianism
I set out which emphasises the
moral status  conferred
upon each person in the deve-

lopment of the political order.

What is ment by such anunder-
standing of egalitarianism is
state preserves the
widest possible neutrality among

rival conceptions of the good

and that individuals are provi.
ded equal protection in
assertion of their chosen form.

The Marxist or indeed the right

wing totalitarian and even the
milder authoritarian ercects a
structure which does not recog-

nise the real possibility of rival

conceptions of the goods. They

believe that a particular group:

be it the working class, a
particular racial group
or those who - “ruly = under-

stand the nature of society’ have
a special status that confers
moral ~ apprebation = and = is
worth protection. A conservative
conception of society and indeed
a socialist one too, subscribe
to a less intolerant version of
the same attitude by demonstra-
ting themselves to be, through-
out history the ideologies -of
special interests. In the Britain
of today it is still noticeable
that the Conservatives are largely
the party of the financial, en-
trepreneurial and agricultural
interests, while Labour Party . is
the working class, and ‘large
groups of lower income employees

particularly in the state sector
(teachers being a good example).

Even the West German SPD is
often described as the party of
(teachers. Liberals on the other
hand as demonstrated for a
long time by the British Liberal
Party (and indeed for that matter
by our own Liberal Party) do
not serve « particular - interests.
The great Victorian Liberal Prime
Minister Gladstone declared *all
the world over, I will back the
masses against the classes.”” He
mean that he would
support the numericalm ajority

‘or the economically disadvan-
taged, he meant that he wonid

understanding of the
‘Liberalism 1s not of course, an
the

“world’s

-gonservative’s

~of - what is

‘Friedrich von : :
‘Maynard Keynes (a fact often

- back the non-particularist senti-

ment against the special inter-
est ‘groups, It is in that sense
of ascribing worth only upon the
basis of shared conviction and
not upon socio economic inte-
rest and even then not leiting
one’s moral conception obirude
to the point. of snuffing out
individual “projects for the rea-
lisation of the good, that the
Liberal subscribes to a more
refined e¢galitarjanism than his
socialist rivals, : e

In the conventional
conecept,

more

egalitarian idea. Social aad
economic equality = is  rightly
viewed by the Liberal as a
hindrance to that Liberty which
is his primary value. Indeed
in the simplest definition of the
ideologies it could be -

said that while the socialist’s

‘(and here I include the Marxist)

primary value 1is equality, the
hierarchy  and
order and the facist’s nation-
ality or zace, the: liberal’s pri-
mary. value is  hiberty. In the
philosophical part of his work,
John Gray uncompromisingly
asserts the consistent Liberal
belief that ‘‘individual fregdom
presupposes the juridical protec-
tion of contractual liberty and

~weighty rights to private pro- :

perty.”’2t This view has received
a powerful advoeacy in Liberal
writings from those of Immanuel
Kant, Adam Smith, David Hume
and the other leading figures.
now termed
Scottish Enlightenment in the
18th = Century, of Alexis de -

Tocqueville, Benjamin Constant,

John Stuart Mill and Lord Acton
in the [9th Century and of
Hayek,  John

jgnored or misunderstood) Karl
Popper and many others in the
20th century. The consequences
of equality, an idea that has a
simplicistic appeal, particulary

‘to those given to an interest

in ideas that is emotive which
doubtless led Raymond Aron,

the fine Irench Liberal of our

times to christen it ““the opium

- of the intellectuals’ which have
~ led the German Liberal pelitician

and academic Ralf Dahrendorf
'.(Cnn_r:"hqed on page 24}
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The ideological . . .

{Continued from page 22)

to write ‘‘equality is not only
unattainable. It is also a terri-
ble idea™ are not sufficiently
exposed in our part of the
world. - 2

It will also become clear
that a class and economic based
ideology such as Marxism, totally
dependent upon a determinist
world view cannot be meilorist,
cannot believe that man, indi-
vidual man, can improve him-
self and that his creations in-
cluding political, social and
economic institutions are capa-
ble of being reformed. When
Lord Macaulay declared: <We
need reform, more reform,
constant reform. But we
desire reform in order to preserve
not to destroy” he was pro-
claiming in essence thy Liberal
view of conflict which is based
upon a meliorist conception of\
man. The Marxist conception
" of a non-melorist, therefore
incorrigible man is made clear
when Macaulay’s words = are
contrasted with those of Lenin
“we shall destroy everything and
on the ruins we shall build our
temple’’.. The rival understan-
ding conflict upon which these
radically different attitudes to
charge are based is set forth
with an abundant clarity by
Ralph Miliband in Marxism and

Politics.
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NEXT: CONFLICT AND
PROBLEM SOLVING
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sultation

New Thinking ...
{Continued from page 9)

As an immediate measure the
Minister should consider initiat-
ing a few pilot projects in con-
with  trade  unions
and village leaders as soon as
possible, :

Every government elected since
independence have tried to foster
and protect democracy in  this
country since we Dbelieve in a
“GOVERNMENT BY THE PEO-

PLE”. 1In such a  situation
why should the Government
continue to manage the main

economy, of the country whereas
in a democratic society the
economy should be managed by
the ‘people’ and not by the state.

Rise of the JVP...

(Continued from page T)

create the capacity for rapid
structural  transformation
changes the occupational profile
and makes the bundle of modern
goods available to houscholds.
Therefore inherent in a basic
needs strategy is the demand
for a high rate of economic
growth. Failure to sustain high
rates of growth when pursuing
a basic nceds strategy will neces-
sarily produce the type of dise-
gilibria that have emerged in
Sti. Lanka. '

~ (To he Continued)

The next instalment of Jayantha
Perera’s article will appear in
the Jan. 1 issue.

that

 perfences;
“one such neighbotting house

TRENDS
{Continued from page 1)

SECURITY
PERSONNEL?
Six naval ratings were arres- :

ted by the army when they at-
tempted to extort money from a

“shop keeper in Kandy. accord-

ing to police sources. Earlfer
the police apprehended four

- services personnef when they
- wete attempting to rob a petrol ;

shed ‘at Gangodawifa. Police
Ssaid the suspects were two air-
men, a naval rating and a2
soldier.” - .

- And suspecled subversives,

- believed to be members of the

underground DJV, robbed Rs.
1.8 million at a battery factory

in Ratmalana. Police said the

robbers were armed with sophis-
ticated Israeli made weapons.

In another incident., a 289--

it year old man. waltked into the

Joint  Operations  Command.
headquarters in Colombo and
said that he wished to surrender
because he had helped some
subversives under threat. He
was accompanied by his mother.
The man said that nine subver-

‘sives had forced their way into

his house at gun point and made
him minister to their needs for

fweo days. He said that his.

neighbours had had similar ex-
thiee people from =

had later been abducted by un-
identified men in military uni-
forms.

The JOC authorities directed
the men to a detention camp.
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first opened its doors for business to cater to the

needs of the indigenous Sri Lankan businessmen.

Today the Bank is having a large network of over
300 Branches spread throughout the Island and also
international correspondents in every part of the

world.

It has branches in London and Maldives and is one
of the top 1000 banks of the world !

We are proud to be a part of nation building.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation.
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