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% ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amonagst these Tobacco is the industry that brings employment to

rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobacco the second highest number of people. And these
leaf in a barn. It is one of the hundreds of such people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry growers and those who work for them, on the land.
intermediate zone where the arable land remains and in the barns.
fallow during the off season. For them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful work,
Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn to enough reason for laughter.

gold... to the value 6f over Rs. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

BE Ceylon Tobacco Co.Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.
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EXTERMAL DEGREES
FOR ALL

All unijvarsitias will award
pxtarmal degressin future,
following & decision of
the University Grapts Com-
mission.  The LUGC has
alao decided to admit anly
6000 of the 200000 who
gqualified faor university ent=
rance 8f the GGE {Advanc-
ed Levell examination.

The external courses arg
ta provide for those who
qualified foradmission, buk
were shut out due folack
of space.

NO SALARY FOR THEM

School teschers refusing
1o accept transfers  will
not be paid, . Recent ye-
gulations require teachers
in overstaffed schools 1o

cmave  out too places with-

ashortage, Altogether there
are more than 10,000 &x-
Cass  tedchars in. soma
schools, 8 survery has ra-
vaaled, But there & &
shortags of 1, 500in schoals
im the Moneragala,” Anurg-
dhapura and Pelonparuwa
districts:

Education Ministar Lalith
Athulathinudali has orders
ed his officizls to rectify
this  anomaly by August,
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LETTER

GTALIN'S HERD

We . Kavanatilleke, one
of the fow  surviviog  Stali-
sikis in Bri Tanka has a pen-
cligit far bridging his pat-

TR RAimtts pame into ik
apcasiona | doeggeral. Tno thoe
|6 s kT T e Y S

revisited ) ! ohe mcntions Tov-
semke s b’ Blaceyed  how
of Stalaw o thes 50s. © He
agys that Lesenko was agnt
tooa Sibéridn  priscs o camp
aftee Le - eemlessed hiy errons
For having Teked crperinientsl

This isatter poniensc| - Far
Trome hiddng st th- prisem,
Tysenkio was  made & hero
by Bialon,  Becavge Tysenko™s
spuripuas thenrics Mted  pe-
atly with Btalin's ddeclogy,
thiat seguived  characteriatics
conld be genctically imterited.

Throughout Bialin's  Life
time  Lysenka  cyle=d  Sorviel
Biolagy.  Tkme of 1bhe world™a
gicalest - genebicisis, the Bus-
sian Vawilow, was removed
from the Academy of Seci-
cnees and disgraced, beouuse
he ded not accept  the ab-
aurd theary of Lysenko: and
Tis boaz,  Sielin He 1wras
accused ul heing a  <houor.
goms ddealist™ whd oo sabos
tewr, e was hanished and died
mider maserzhle cooditions,
in oA eonecepirétion camp.
Thus it was exactly the op-
posite of what Karunatilake
said that happensd, and he
ig tryang 107 pilm fheses  on.
Erithes to wnsuspectiing regders,
Inthe conrs= ol bis singing pra-
iges 1o hes demignd, Sealin.

Amscadasn Feroando

LANER
Wol- %3 MWa: 4 dupy 26, 1905

Price Ro. 7.0

Pubtishod forcnightly by

Lankz Guardian Publlahing Go, L.

Ma. M6, Unlon Place,
Lolenibo =2

Editer Mardvyn de SHiwa
Tateplne: 447604

CONTENTS

e Hackgroiand 2
Editarial Cammanta g
trtsrivatiannl Al Rapbert 42 5
ldrmls Imiercsts Saction — 2 12
Wi s Sri Lankan 7 14

Dynamics of SocioGulid=l Change 15
Do the Propls Gat tha dstine

Thoy Doserews 1T

Whe e Will Rapairation Laad Ta® - 20
Saeing Socle ¥ aud the Changes

in Eaara i Edrapy |

 Frintad by Ananen Pracs
4275, Bri Bamajpinl Saravaismutty
Wiaweathn, Cofambo 13
Taleghano 935675

PRigitized:by Noolaham Foundation.
neolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Book Auwias 23

BRIEFLY

Fropossad gew Tegislation
g di;i,:El:-I.'.'p Lhe Nl.lt'f'lh—]:.a.ﬁ‘t
Provimeinl Couwncil” and -hald
fresh wlections is expeeled Lo
bz chulleppad  in cnurts hy
the Eelim: Feople’s Bsvolu-
tiooary - Libsration Frgnl
[EPELE}. The bill vupinn-
ing -~ this Tepicistican will b
referred fo'the Bupreme Coath
by - the  Goyvernmeol.  An
EFRLE spokssmun hus fold
the - prese thawt' - they  were
vehemeutly opposed 1t the
GoyeTnment’s  move,
@ The Emergency  will be
hfted  wlhen: “necessaey . laws
are wnacied to koep hardooge
sahversve. i jail, State Min.
wter Tor Txefémce, Mo Rane
jan  Wijcratus told newsinen.
chfter cthat thers will beoa
gradoal de escalation o secir.
iy arrangemeants™, he sadd,

Cagines will seen be [or
ereipners  onl' and  pamb-
liog ~will by dg loreigo sa-
chioge woly.  Lepislution for
this will b= brought befure
pitrlizment, State Minister for
Finwnos Harold Herat sgid,
This has bécn eecommcaded
by » committee appoinied by
poveroment t Tnok inio the
operation of casinos,

& Gri Lanks’s view of the
Eucshinir dispute w that i
could be settled ihrough @
process  of diglegue and son-
sglistion, Forcign Winaster
Harold Herat told Parclyament,
e iy Srr BEanka x1r|rng1j
cpepsott - & rencluiion of Lhe
dispote in kceping with (he
SAARE E[!l'irit 1.111'|.'r|:|31'| i ilin-
lepue thao woirld make sich
side awaro - uf {he congeros
and j.'ﬁﬂ'tl’."rll'i-.ms of the gther:
Such dijalogue in turn would
belp evelve & Basting und
darable veftlemenc thet wrauld
be - aceeptible tooall pacties'’;
T
Police seized FEs 3.3 mhil-
[an: frogm seven ugincgsman
i amd  nround Colainba fol-
lowice the wreest of o fiddle
Laxl remroes belicved to e
ihe kEing pin . in a2 gmoggling
ragket, - Folipe o beliewe  tha)
bhe money tcized igocaslh e
olised from the sale of smug-
glad il




Play Lotto and be a winner !

_:Choosc__ the winning combination to crack rh‘é. Jjackpot.
There’s lots of money to be won every week in this
exciting, inrernationa!!y famous numbers game.

- And remember it's not just Iuck — use your brams to

choose the numbers.

Prizes __ s
1st Division prize —  all 6 numbers correct
2nd Division prize . any 5 numbers correct

- 3rd Division prize - any 4 numbers correct.

See your numbers win averv Friday at 9.25 p.m.
__on Rupavahlnl '

Play
 Lotto

there s a Iotto _money m lt

Colombo 2

.-.,_.,._.ra-q-—' o+ ‘._..wv -—

National -Lott'er'iesl' Bo_ai'd

111/1 Sir Chittampalam A. Gardiner Mawatha
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Prabhakaran makes

his move

Mervyn de Silva

Ec]am War 27 Mot yuite i,
nat cvets . Tae- IPELD -Gum-
mandei, Geaericl  Kalkak o gl
g Indiwn. Frigmd, he cxpeeted
the ' LEITE e starl  Croabjci by
Taly:. Firstoewme o ihe Vavuniys
ieIdEnE B s adieee way  Jollvd
agd - ancther fen inpnred  wlen
LTTE imilitzote cpened. Tire al
une - ofutheie chesk-pmntss 1F
thic: BOC wee plyyinge s Wor pam-
e’ ahat wie the  sorlof fmu.
dent’ it mey . baoye symulated
ko, test imelivaduwatl oand afotip
respanses  umiler Csivess - and fire.
Klore thano dbal.- in Tack

The =aggce - wal k=" arc gwng
am drpt thess t2lky Gadersiands-
shly, " eenceatrate . of - paslitical
vsawei, Al loast the wain qocs-
tiond - —the sk amcidment. the
digavlacion - ol the Morth-Eupst
Provengials Ciodneil, - fresh elec-
tians we. - Formuwately, the goe-
crament delegatingt included the
Pruemiciagl Gaowes nod, 1A Gioderal
Mialin - Renevicalp=, e - Forfpe
Army Comomander, and fop re.
presentatives ol dhe . [kRfenoe
Panlilshaonent, such_as the e,
fepae S-L'l‘:rl.'lal,'_.:, the TG, and
iflen some of the Bordice Com-
manders. Fhe
m‘,]jial']-' c-.:-rn;!l;lﬁ.u.dl:'l', T'r{ahutta}'a-

This i5 . politicul-milinry
couflict sia . & hravily amilitarized
Vigrle islnme,  The =aifler—allects
at the much shorier P insare
CETEY it e St b are gl |
evitlanl fnocthe eontinaeis -
{inn ol wolenee cdnd che breaka-
el - digciplinge even i the
most diserplined ol gpstituions
— the carmal foeces,  faed RAM-
JA™N ;irlt-:r'-."iE'-.'.-_'fl, Tikewise, hi
LTTE whath rocom e dids goms
LUE A Thassive feern bl adeive,

has  oponed. s ranks oo thons
sands of teenapci's | owhn  have
apver  come wider © Fire,  Thisy

ea¥ et always e trimer-hanpy
bt rliey are certdinly oot hatole-
el

TITE hbaod itg

CocAR impnrtint theredirs-as the
neguiiutions oo ke substumiive
insuEs is wpresmient op tpraenrd
cides ™ for the reipective mili-
Ly e cmechanismy” that - ikl
contmul five-fights or it iia-

cidenls dhatcun flere up: inmw
meajor armed: clshes, Too b
sure. o the LTTE Gy -one ot oqhs

todprhest a5 welloas ome of ks
mwat chrerously disciplined puer:
rillid  mronps io the world b
wh=n - numbers rise rupidly, dis-
cipling dvestend 1o break down
pirticulerly woinog the row  re-
croitsy This ecertninly Bappencd
1o Lhe EBimbala soldier in the
eurly B¥s

Thrless, one conslades that thr2
LTTE huws meds z coldly gal-
gulatzd” degiaion fo step up the
oiititsicy  pressore an  Colomba
in order to speed up the -
tiations ‘and extract more polis
ticul gxima, the breakdowsd  of
thzec agreed rafes — (hal 15, ot
(%] '[!lll."‘r,l:lkl'.";; coalront o1 irigger
akiravisher- i thepeshl em fneed
by DLacli sides. ']_']mll: 1% [0
athce was oot hwe Tor the 1e-
gotiators, mest af all the mili-
[UTY representatives, to fighlen
up these Yprocedurca™ am sume
tense- dikuanan of other.  Fraeps
tinlly, it isa qutatiun ul"min
Boivre cfer e’y ofikn. as o Abe
first ECR[I N5 L3 a.n:.-r'|'-|'|:|j_r. TS
picious’ - or  CGpsovocdlive's The
LTIE -High - Command musl
crack  the” whic™and hold the
Dristriot/Ares  Coanmanders  dese
ponsibis,

TF oan the other hand, the T1TL
bag declded o slep wp i pros-
alre on Lhe gavernnienl then  the
chullenge of lhe done 11-1ZFont-
hreal ‘af fightlnp do the  Dastern
province and by reselept con-
fusion aad setr—snarchic vinditions
4 far . shofe  serions — nat. {met
for ibe regime, JBud S Lonka.
Yoo opre oMl on jhe thecshold of
Felam War 20
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ihink
vrir wonlls bedon-
the Euwst, of o=

Bt wdnld b fosdivh Lo
Thet =nch -
Tigsd o
Lust.  Coloembee Siyeld couid - he
acrrpet, e - hed o piste )
n 198583, The eitunticon. o
B owE o s wilrse - hegunice . Lhere
are more guns arsdand sond more
disgtfeeted sroups o the South
repdy o use thom.

But ballets, gronades, claymars
wrines aand bombs are noo the aply
explosive macerial - Pasgong are.
The 5rd Tackan isan 2xpeit wil-
ness To that fael. ‘Thivughoot the
waorld, cxplaawe ctlmgcallagianes
iadeciding the Tabe of patians,
and the peace amd siahilily of
e ielea.

I has been oy brm- beliel aml
L fave stated vhis, Joly 53 way s
muel crganisel] TSes-spensor-
ed T} ay sponlnosous. It Wi o
aftempt 10 “teach the Tamils
lz=son”™ apd o tell the LTTE that
a millien or mors Tamils wers
“hostages' ™ ancthe South. Sad to
gay, the Sinhals peaple hed theic
pame smeared and the Tamil case
edned andeR inore dnleroationgl
sympathy.  Surclhy the bitter Leg-
sona of that expericnde have becn
Iearnt ?

EXPLOSIYE POTENTIAL

Bt thiss socioly  posi=i]
pond throngh Sthe %P wviolence
too. There s, 0 suapect, mmuch
nopzr and  hatiod Cdesp | ofown.
The discontent iy hemve oy
bean suppecssed Tor e time' bhe-
ing. It canmol greate o violant
situaTion, bt 3t Gin make a'paliti-
cally temse sitention vialeat. And
that’s where a pariiltmontary gon-
stmsus — LTWE s nd Opppsition:
neel Dnjnliamie . paresiong 4 vital:
“ohoily wilThr delighreds to sec
valerice anil chigs i the South
than Wr, Frobbakarun, forhe isa
militarist,  melniog d anah whio
utes military means for palitical
cuils. CATd By military neEns, o

hits

3



this unconventional war, we do
not mean set—piece battles. Cre-

- ating chaos and division in the"

rear of the ememy is a military
-tactlc

In _thls_ .'context, a réport in the
ISLAND is most pertinent. It also

throws some hght on the theory '

of a breakdown in communica-
tions between the LTTE and its
widely spread,inexperienced fight-
ing units. The LTTE spokesman
_in Bafticaloa said that the sat-

tacks on the police stations will

stop only if Prabhakaran issues
such an order”. TIn other words,

the Supreme Commander is sup- |

reme. Upto the IPKF’s pullont;

the central concerns of President

Premadasa and Mr. Prabhaka-
~ karan converged. For different
reasons, of course. The LTTE
leader wanted the IPKF off his
back and his men out of the jun-
gle.

JVP by grabbing its

President Premadasa wanted |
to disarm the ultra-nationalist |
principal
- _ideological-propagandist weapon |

what the JVP called “Occupymg |

Hanuman (monkey) Army™.

After that, politics took com-
mand for both. This meant for
Prabhakaran, <Eelam” ideally,
or regional autonomy as close as
possible to an independent state.
Before that he would like things
- done — such as the repeal of the
6th Amendment, which makes the
espousal of any separatist cause,
illegal. More symbolic than any-
thing else but yet it is also a fest
of the government’s (and the
Sinhala-dominated Parhament 8)
bona ﬁa’es

And then, _the. Provincial Coun-
cil — its dissolution followed by
elections. Both have been delayed.

And a condition laid down — |

surrender of arms before the
polls. In his eyes, delays, con-
ditions, wuncertainties. So, he
decides to do something about
it, a warning to the government,
to the Sinhala Establishment,
perhaps even tohis own negofi-
ators. Start a fight, which is
what he knows best,
“he can also achieve something-

else — have his raw, teenage
recruits bloodied, test the res-
ponses and fighting skills: of

the Sri Lankan security forces.

4

By this,

tions™

How the mini-war began

*he government threw the maxi-
mum resources of the security

forces into the war the LTTE
has wunleashed in the FEastern
Province and prepared, in the

words of Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne,
“to  wrest back the police sta-
seized by the Tigers.

Our Digamadulla correspondent
D. W. Ranaweera, reported that
land, sea and air -resources are
being deployed and the forces
are determined to fight until the
police stations are taken back,
the abducted ' policenen released
and the captured arms and am-
munition recovered.

The Special Task Force is
being moved from their Mone-
ragala base to the Ampara dis-
trict, he said, and reinforcements
are arriving in the area. .

Military sources in Colombo

confirmed that six police stations

the Batticaloa district have
been overrun by armed Tigers.

in

 These are Kalkudah, Valalchenaj,
Eravur, Batticaloa, Ve_llavell and

Kalawanch:kudy
Our correspondent said several
army camps in the Ampara

district were under LTTE attack.
Military sources confirmed these

attacks, but said they were bemg :

resisted.

“There were Sinhalese, Tamil
and Muslim policemen
stations the Tigers attacked”, a
senior military official said.

Our correspondent said that
acoo.rding to information availa-
ble at Ampara, Tigers seized
between 570 and 625 small arms
from the police stations they

{ captured with an estimated 70,000

rounds of ammunition.
They also seized walkie-talkies,

‘to parliament by Mr.
-Wijeratne,

~band

in the

police vehicles and other equi-

- pment, he said.

- statement
Ranjan
the train of events
that led to the LTTE takeover
of the Batticaloa police station
began on Sunday after a Mus-
lim youth was found with a
married Sinhalese woman inside
the refugee camp in Batticaloa
town.

The woman’s husband - had
assaulted the youth. The quar-
rel had been settled by a police-
man on guard duty at the camp.
Subsequently, the Sinhala hus-
and the Muslim youth
had been produced at the Bat-

‘According to the

“ticaloa police station.

‘Both had minor injuries from -
their fight. Further incidents
had developed from this — the
youth being a tailor of LTTE
uniforms — with the LTTE say- -
ing that all policeman should
be chased out of Batticaloa.
The situation had thereafter es-
calated, culminating in the LTTE
takeover of the Batticaloa police.

Our correspondent said some
policemen at Kalmunaihad also
been killed in the fighting.
But the military authorities in
Colombo, who confirmed inju-
ries to two policemen and ab-
duction of several more, said
they had no information of
any policeman being kllied up-
to “noon; -

Two stations seized

The Point Pedro and Kanke-
santurai police stations in the
Jaffna peninsula have been taken
over by the LTTE, military

~sources in Colombo said.

STOP PRESS

As we go to press, ‘‘further deterioration” in the securlty
reported by the Defence Ministry. After the
the Wednesday noon ceasefire negotiated by
Hameed, the Sri Lankan forces have

Situatlon is
LTTE ignored
Justice Minister Shaul

fost 5 men, with a dozen injured.
iers were brutally killed, the Ministry added by a group of
LTTE has taken control of ALL police stations
On Wednesday-Thursday, the LTTE
mounted attacks in the North-West, Mannar and Murukkan
The Vavuniya police evacuated the station.
Some of the withdrawals were described as tactical.
KKS and Kiran have been over-
are being sent to the north and east
Helicopter gunships, SIA marchetti aireraft, and SLN
~ patrol boats have also been placed at the service of Gen-
eral Denzil Kobbekaduwa, overall commander of the military

300 Tigers).
in the Batticoloa area.

in particular,

Stations in ~Point Pedro,
run. Relnforcements
by air.

operation.

(Baily News, 1516)

(The day before Il sold-
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PARLIAMENT

EIGHTING RANJAN ON “TIGERS”

Will the minister inform s
Thalise.

{ay Whecher the povernment
Hias P;rl_1:r|:|[54’.‘d. the ETTE n o
mieare ko its Tarces withoot moti-
fring the- LTIHE?

By K=o promised, who -vras
responsible for onlering the anid
soldizre o mie nuf, theceby
subjesting hem " booinjuriest.c

(i From this docidernd i 18
clear thut the LTTIS mainiaing
iilepnl “rheck points iothe Morth
jad the  Basl, o Llas the goveen-
ment empiwersd them oo do o7

gy A0 oo soeh  powesr have
héen granced, will the  govero-
ment tiake sweps ot dol o away
bl Lliese chesk poings?

{¥} Will the goverom=nl adnpt
Tepnl wetion against the CLITHR
with regard g ihe saod s actack?

[F] Will the  moveroment coni-
pensate Lhse o injureds ind o fhs
vepemdept - of the kilTed?

(g What steps will the gode-
tameht ke to prevone tha sepe-
titica of mimilay incidente.?

Br. Ronjan Wileramme o icply
A}

(a3 T have given o plodge 1o
pet at their (the LTTE) necks.

: TELD t.:undnm;s

TELOY W -8 stotement - oon-
demned  the LTTEs: military
scbiane it the Eastero Provioce
and “sdido . that | there wds. ao
valid  regson whiiiever for such
an offapzive onothe purt ol the
b e

lrod o RKueronekarem, P
Seerctary—=Gendral of  TELC grid
that the LTTE S oilitnry cane
fraatation of the poveroment
at’ W ctime when an enrmest
ciort wis oeing mpde fo ovalys
a winble and Clustior policizal
calitica to the sthaic isgus cuad
ursgrra pted, prealled: | forTand
abaalulz|y vnjostificd!’, =

o Tndiw.

thy Thesaid troops were truvel-
Hing from ooe poins i ocnether.
The LTTE mst them and opsined
fire,  We have-besn miaking vy
efface to-avoid  bliodshed. AL
this stage. T ask Amoesty Foter-
natiaonal do followr the LTTR's
daidigs Aad  meb o gocuse a5 of
genpeide, . Taking vote of fthe
LTTE" actions  we- will deal
with chem agenedinaly.

fey Mo thay wre Tonning wish
their shoss out.  Very sodn tneic
pentz will go too.

(4} There il b no TLTTE o
watch pPOsLs =oaly.

ey Wearc not goong tocourts.
We will uze  the baercl..  That
ig what they wuse Gnous

(. We el da chat
[ Flatien the LTTE.

N—E POLLS

‘Ticers’ to Confest?

TI:LI: Supreme Conrt will soon
rule wheiber —an  amend-
ment to' the Privvinein]l Councils
Act which the Cobinet hus agresd
5 4D “UTEGHE Medsure™ ia cons-
titutioonl, The polities of the
bEll is mors indereseing thano ite
lemul  dispedts.” The MNorth-East
Brovioginl  Councils Aot — onc
of “ihe most- important consegu-
eoues  of the India-Sri Lanka
Price Aegord — needs to be ama
coded if the Elections Comimis-
ghaner s to coll for feesh polls,
The Worth=East Comucel w WOT
functioning  becagse i Chief
Minizter Wartharaja Peovrmal has
fled to “Indin apd theace tao
Mopdeanzcer wnd the other mems
bers of the Coupcil, nll EPRTLE
or  wlied . proe-Indian partics,
branded Araitorss be the LTTE,
Thore areaot coough
PC O imembers of thie T4 manibar
arasmbly around  te Torm a
qUCILED.

1f the hill 35 ikeed Abe Elec-
tinos - Commissionsrs © @an  an-
nounces o date for fresh podls,
whivh the LITE  bevcorted hees
chiee of the TREF : ‘pregerec
With shr TPEF in costinl ol
e tere provinoes, thoce: sty
g =Tt T ol R s Ve T T 1
Amd the LTTE made- s paint
when the EPRLE and ats allies
cwept the polley vrith che 80T W0,
wimning T Eents,

The LTTE i5 rcady to cantes
Frgshonallel — I Gt doest i1°H he
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the fiest overt acteon 1o signs-
its . willingness to jmp dhe del
nieratic mamisticam,  Thus, the
amehdment and iz dnooonze-
menl ula pulls daie i vitall
it it 9% also urzsot because
incidents [ike Yavuniye confron.
Liaboim I:!il:l:' edilorial cnmmen‘ts}
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the” north -east,
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_is  there an
The chlef minister denied it

RAN]AN ON LANKA’S_ WARS

(Excerpts from an intervisw with ASIAWEEK)

'But (the EPRLF) delayed)
the Sri Lankan Army
from going into the deinduc-
ted areas. Instead they sur-
rcpntmusly set up camps for
the so-called Tamil National
Army. ;

Th: LTTE did not

tuke
kindly to. this, Look, they
suid, we were fighting the

IPKE to drive them out of
this country because they were
killing us.  What  does the
(IPKF) do? They withdraw
and supplant with the so-
called Tamil Natiopal Army
armed to the teeth,  We can’t
face this. We can’t come into
the democratic process with
such an army camped through-
out the districts and provin-
ces. So we asked the EPRLF,
iliegal

S0 we. told the LTTE, look

_ they are denying there is such

an army; what are you accusing
them of? The LTTE said, all
right, we’ll prove it to you,
and they assaulted two camps
in  the Batticaloa district,
captured all the chaps, killed
most of them and cap-
tured all their arms — two

trailer loads of arms given by

the TPKE. -

The LTTE proved to  the
government and the world
that there was an illegal army,
There was proof because we
too captured TNA soldiers,
so—called soldiers; we collec-
ted 10 million rupees worth
of brand-new arms ... The
LTTE is holding on to its
-arms because it
RAW, India — the RAW arm
of India — and the TNA are
conniving to destabilise them,
Do you believe that?

To some degree. RAW is
up to no geood. T've my-
self warned them not to
‘interfere with our internal

affairs. I know (they’re inter-
fering) because there is an
allegiance, :

Stability in southern Sri

| Lanka has come at a high cost

in terms of lives lost and pro-
perty damaged. Wasn’t their
any other option besides the
military one? :

army?

says that

" they do? - The

. in subversive

‘ughout the country.

-emergency rule,

- been hurt.

- trated by

~may have nsed this

No. After President Prema-

dasa took office he lifted the
emergency which had been in

place for five years. We let
loose 1,800 criminals involved.
activities, ho-
ping they would come to the
conference table,
opposite of
what we anticipated. They
doubled their atrocities,
created fear psychosis thro-

(1989), things had got so bad
that people thought the gov-
ernment would fall any mo-
ment., We had to promulgate
enforce cur:
fews, close down universitjes
—they were hotbeds of sub-
version — close  down  the
schools. We said, right, now
it’s going to be a free-for-

‘all. - Bnough is enough. And
. we went for them. _
My intelligence arm was

the first week
coordinated

organised by
of August, and
a plan for all
I went to the

to the front line. And within
three months, we smashed
the IVP hierarchy... Tt = wag
my life against Wijeweera’s

field myself,

life.  They put ‘my neck on

the block, by challenging

“me. They put me against the

wall, virtually. I was not
going to sit with that. T
said, right you’re prepared

to take my life, I'am going

to take yours. That was the
motivation; they motivated me.
But many Sri Lankans feel

that in the process the gov-

ernment has released forces
it cannot control. There
have been
ports of extra-legal killings
by hit squads-and vigilante
groups.

I dontdeny it. There have
been  extra-legal  killings,
mainly by people who have
In the village peo-
ple know who killed whom,

- and they take revenge. The

military also had been infil-
subversives — they
also killed, they deserted and
they killed. Some politicians
oppor-
tunity to get rid of their ad-
versaries, on all sides. It

What  did

By July

the foreces.:

wide-spread re-

feel 1T am

would be fuolish on my part
to say mnothing happened

~But as far as the forces are

concerned and the police are

concerned, they are a diseip- =
- lined lot,

I have not told

any of my men to do an

unnecessary killing: My ins-

tructions were (to) go for the
terrorists and capture them.

If you come into combat with

them shoot... (But) just be-

cause they put on uniforms
You gct o

they’'re not saints.
the pathological casss.

But did you let them go at

that time, or did you try to
rein tht-rn in when you spot-
ted those men who got out of
line?

At the height of the anar-

chy, T had to use the bravest

of men to face up to it.. I

had to get people who were

prepared to do the job. They
have  been-enthusiastio, a

little more perverted than they
‘We have

should have been.
now eased them out - from
their charges, because they're
no longer required for that
type of activity.

Have you remanded people
‘for abuses?

= Of course,

forces and. police who will
be court-martialled. I have
2 list of names and I'm
going to ensure they arc court-
martialled or brought to the
courts. I'm going to follow
up on that, -

Do you have any personal

. feelings about what happened

aover the last year? A lot of
of innocent peopia were
killed.

I have a feeling fo1 our
people, I am a good Bud-
dhist, a practismg Buddhist.
1 look at it froma philoso-
pical angle. If a bunch of

criminals are killing innocent

people and [ fold my arms
and look the other way, I
conniving. 1 did

not want this society - deci-

mated by a bunch of erimi-

nals. In Buddhism, we are

told *don’t kill.”> But that
“does
allow criminals to kill.

not mean we should

_ I have a little
over 100 men in the armed
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A Petition by 55P
Ronnie Gunasinghe

Benior Superintendent of Police
Bovoie Gunusinghe ha: petifion-
ced the Court-of Appeul sesking

to sguash the MMorsoown Blamis-
trate’as order to arcest and pra-
daes  hint before conrt i con-
acctint . reith “the Ricbard de
Foyaa murdsr inguiry,

e oGusasinghs hag said thag
fie was preachyodistrcgsed - and
dismibed when he vead Gin STl
Selowd newepaper thar heroess b
Laoarrssrads wnd produeed béfore
the Jragisrrate followring an’ afs
fidawat  filed by TFr fhIcs) Mang-
e - Suravansmuites in whach
she sware “that sbe had person-

whiy cegeoesded in idenrifving
bim a5 one of Thuse whe took
anery s her SO,

Ll zaid that - e Cmamisteais

hosd mot consdorcd the e latel-
ness of D Oes) Sacavanamo) s
atfidevit: e Guakingle allomed
1hat e affidawvit saloeitted by
e B rivinaomrin - was false and
misla Yide: 3

CRM alarmed over

threats

The =il S Fighss  Movomont
sanlen aoskitemicnt that it was
an - Alanming tregd, thad- Tuman
rights delémlars shoold be deli-
bevately  selected ac tarpets of
sunimary e rhitery executions,
Afrrcs without  theds  aptivigics
hwnan’ righle ¥iclations waald

Taraaty vamain vndeteeted. would

nnt-he - reportad oo the aathors
hies o o the publie, wowld
nat be invesigated and  would
0ot b puitishicd

Tlhe CEM hes  cited  death
threats awainst The (Mrs] Mano
ramd . Ralavennmutia, the motlics
of - the dare Richard  di Fiysa
and. agsinst her eéniolr eaunsel
Wie Batty Weer:koouw,

Ths - CEM statement sivs,
almeng. othcr Alkings; thal 1he
practice nf tryifg. o perverh the

cobrke ol juatice by <death thre-
ats, citen directed ‘against: lawy-
ey petlgest Cand vitndsads g
recently . oregeaved: (he  serias
wirgce dad the Tnited: Macicos.
The a8 has deawn the sciens
fism ol thes Government, the
Tega] prafestion, and the seoernil
puhblic, Lo the obssrvntionsg on
Ehis: o dhe Feport drevded in
Jamuarcy: 1980 Dy thve U Special
Rnppartdur wa Summary or Arbi
Lrilry J__';\.Ei."ll.l:.!lll'l'\-. —|

Peoplisation and
protests

Arougid ZHO-=ghle gyl cor-
porakions, wvrds and Cowern-
ment . Lhwped lusiness Lipdectik-
in s (MDY cowill eventtstly
br. tpeaplised™s The process
is oo Ugaiheping momentum®,
the  stale nwned Sunday oserver
stid,  Porly ccerporabicos. wnd

GO Bawe hespoidentified |
The ~

Forimntedinte Cateention.
enerise 15 huodled by the Caine
mercivlisation Division of the
Treasticy -« und “the - regently act
up  Publis Ilnvestment Manage.
ment. Buard.

The staré-run publicsronsport
servics; the OTH. s oow being
pocepel cegdy - et week.  Trans-
part End - Thphsirys T Rinisees
Bijcpaba Menhs ~aidl 1knt pzople
piation wotld enable 51 Lunks
Centeal Transport Bicrd employe-
cg to ran the by services under
EOVLTRIMENT Aupesyvision, He said
that wiilethe SLCTE employecs
would hohl 5 pes cent of tha
shared wilheut chacgs, the' bals
amce 2 oper’ vant wayld he held
iy temst, MWa employes  would
b allowed to hinld more thun
ten porocont of dli=cheres, o
preveat manopolics beinr foern-
e

Fresident  Trremuaduzo in his
May Taay spesch this vesr aais
nonnced thal worksrs conld he!
enms share=halders  undze cthe
peoplisatinn . proprim. - Thicy
could doae pg individuals or
register. Abemselves . collzatiecld
under — the Compugics Acr, Ak
slvarefnlders workers wonld have
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woalirect imterest  themzelves i
capital prowth wnd devedend in-
come: wpob. dhe  righe ol e
orockers woauld he Puither streng-
thepsd amd salegudrded, e said,

Flcdnmhiile . teade Waloios ai-
filiated to opposition politiurl
parbics o hasc - doacunecd o the
peaptisatien | of the OTE- - aod
wivpnel  that af- wonld lead to
a erthapse ol bos traaspest and
eventmd By ool thie coopomay. The
AELEMs AMr Aadl Moonegioghe
MPE, A formce moinsier of trsns-
Eml: whan chabhied a peind press

|"ie|"i;|:|g |"|_l,' iz trdcle o,
sl dhat lie -:'\-.'\-'_:ill':.:il_i_l:":"l'l parfies
apd theic . irade uonions eyl
nvmeh . wn dsiipdwisde ariinting
Lo salemined: ks Cautisanlised
bius service, The oppogition ki
iphges pslred - forn codebute- o
purlismede.

UpFusitlﬂu tradle unioms hive

drket “SLTE -workers ool to
Teave “their job: © buf crpupise
themselves fo oppogs peopli-
sitiom.

W are going to fuke ‘the
iszue 40 the people and “tlie
workers. We o will baild up op-
position: among the poopls. We
maust stop the peoplisation
gehitmmc!’, the Communrst Pariy's
RIe oA O Wlandis wagil.

[Be said clal "'|||"rnle'.r Presdent
IR Tavewaddione o o starvred
lki”lng the 51T ':.h}' ik *_-_1.r||1.'i_-:|-
g adeguate  linsoess.  Chier
reasons” fhat - led to itg decline,
aljer the BLTE bBid made pro-
filsan s et s ingies —cand carly
sevandiss, owEreS Dild-managsincnt
amd Lapluge o awjnthe co-opes-
dtinn ol {he warksts,

Tr owas alwe saidoar the pregse
bricfap: thist the SLTE tan it
a. basss alegr 1977 mainly becagse
the UHP promoted  unsoifuble
emplivyess  to Righer grades on
politisslpatromaes . Thiz resuit-
ad inothe pumder of emplovees
imerensing fTom #5000 Gn 1977
Lex T4 THH) tl.l-'.'.ai].'. E-}rrupijc:u a0
wids gired At onc of the rengane
Fur ke dAecline of the SLTE.



Editorial Comments e

The Vavuniya
shooting

The Poson day shooting at
Vavuniya, where one soldier
lost his life and several more
were wounded, must worry not
not only the Government and
the defence hierarchy responsi-
ble for the security forces but
also the rest of the people of
this country. _ '

We have repeatedly stressed, in
these columns, that nobody wants
to start another war. The country
has learned the bitter lessons
of two senseless civil wars, and
no effort is being spared to
ensure that a new conflagration
does not arise,

The LTTE, as much as any-
one else, have the primary duty
to do everything they can to
forge a durable peace. But
some of the events that have
been reported in recent weeks
suggest that certain sections at
least of the LTTE do not seem
to understand this truth.

Even the ranks of Tuscany must

admit that the Government has

been acting with an abundance of
patience in the face of many pro-
vocations from Tiger ranks.

The LTTE know very well that
the ruling '
Colombo 15 responsible to a
national  constituency.  Also,
there is an opposition which

is ever ready to seize on Tiger.

doings to further its argument
that Colombo’s writ does not
run in the North and in the
East. :

The Government can be greatly
embarrassed and, indeed, has
been greatly embarrassed by
many of the LTTE doings which
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne has
publicly attributed to ‘cunder-
lings™. oy -

Establishwnent in

e D(;ia’_ji: Ne.ws.. 22

Salvo _"ih" :' V_a_l?dniya. -

mor the first time after a

thirteen month - ceasefire

between the Sri Lankn military

and the Tamil rebels a soldier
was killed and several others
injured in a clash near Vavu.

‘niya on Thursday.

While reports were still sket-

_chy abeut the incident, the im-

pact of it has caused under-
standable concern among the
peace loving people.

The incident took place at a
time when the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and the leaders of the
LTTE were in the process of

seeking a political solution to

the north east crisis. It is there-
fore most unfortunate. Urgent

-remedial action must be sought
to resolve any misunderstand-

ings that could arise from the
Vavuniya incident.

The government had tried but
with hardly a success to persuade

the Tigers to lay down arms

and contest the upcoming Pro-

vincial Elections. And with a

sense of optimism it had sou-
ght to prevent any direct con-
frontations by its military and
police with the LTTE cadres
who evidently enjoy a field day
in the North and - East these
days. ' : :

o —8un-

Kasippu and Humbug

he announcement by the

Minister = of @ State - for

Finance Harold Herat that
the. Government is considering

legalising the manufacture of

kasippu has been greeted with
the predictable moralistic howl,

While the normally staid and

conservative ‘Daily News' sur-

prisingly welcomed the announ-
cement putting it in the pro-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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per social perspective the ‘Sun

In our social life.

3

heaped anathemas on the au-

- thorities for what it called a

‘disgusting’ and ‘preposterous’
maove, ' :

. Tt argued that if the idea was

to make money from the sale

of alcohol it would be better

to offer a safer drink at affor-
dable prices to the clientele
which poes in for kasippu.

Now this is precisely what
the Government cannot do. In
fact the recurrent price increa-
ses through every Budget make
it clear that the Government is
depending on the saie of liquor

to boost its revenue substanti--

ally each year. Meanwhile there

is no curtailment in the spread

of kasippu. Not only are more
and more people driven fo it
as a result of prohibitive ar-

rack prices but it is big busi-.

ness and forms a large part
of the underworld which over-

‘laps with the sleazy areas

of the political underworld as
well. Moreover it is clear that

the .authorifies charged with
combatting it are quite happy

to turn a blind eye to its ope-
rations. Tt 15 naive for the
Sun® to ask why if the law
enforcement .authorities could
battle armed terrorists, they can-
not take on the kasippu barons.
Money talks and these barons

have a lot of it

In such circumstances it is

- better to legalise kasippu and

be finished with it rather than
have it as a -dirty little secret
Of course
there is no formula for making

it and some manufacturers do
introduce lethal elements to

give it that extra kick., ~But

much of the kasippu produced
" in the western coeonut belt is

considered by connoisseurs to
be equal to arrack and there
is the possibility that if kasip-
pu is legalised the good will
edge out the bad from the mar-
ket. S :

L — Islgnd

"
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“International Alert’ Report (2)

by Eduarda Marino

“Bottled-up in mean are great emational forces
and these must have an outlet in & way whichis

positive and construstiva.

a

Fiefd Aarshial! Wontgomery, North Africa

*The law of armed conflict, ._whit.:h protécts man

from hiz owd Tally™.

Jern Bicter. Internstional Red Cross

On  Political Respunsihility

The k]l]jn_;s. wodl | refrtnt Cre
Lonithers 811 Lunka siwga o ids
1987 e been quils delibeerhne:
a- vkt of poditical  deciinng
by opolitioal weters. | The Ldllings
are mot the meceskory,  expectad

of even pederstonduble cproeduct
of socio cpongmic Tuclord)  Sochs
ecoapinic  crplufien  pod o context

migy Explain A depree of werdid-
menk docdal worcst und Cdhe fre-
gi=at oufbursisof vislence” ix
the Form of tioks, within the pre.
dominantly © Sina ek - oty
over Tecent: times. [lowerver, theie
factora go oo way o siecounl Tor

the mawy boodrads of cold-hlmed-
ed iilinps and ealoslatcd  owo-

ter—lilllings which hare tnkes pla-
e umd ‘contline  to fakc place
within this cmhmunity, maiely in
the villages.  There = o el=ar,
dislimet and-totyl politicsl res-
pansibility For whit bas  hesn
happaning — respoasibilite on
e part of the govermmienl sncd
the  partyin-povernment ond oo

thie picd of groups Gint Oppagl-
1iam, ;
Intormitt=nciy,  the  kiliiogs

and Sdizappoaraces have

: FlEpE
pod’ wearncght.

A anmber ol
deps wichonst —casualiies A
raHaw, Suddenly, blowd is spib
dgain, . which simply means Thal
thi kaillings sre either ordered
e giled Cedf ut el Exidently,
they ave nof the imevitable von-
seqience  of - nncmplovment amd
wiber - socisl ills —ipsofar as the
kilHwgs -hv - the  sosorponcy e
concerwal — or merch W - deplor-
aile result of police . indisciplioy
of weikoess - lmsofar a8 cthe
kilings by the sovermiaent a&fe
carncaermed .

The redlisition that anost of
the killjogs wontanl bylall sidzs
pre no-DeEidt ol puliGy orin-
mand may he"ihe first sicpta
gee pow besicti gonlromt thonn

To pealropl sthe killings how.
evel — throuph  poelitivis] negetia-
tidns wod o throueh the enlioes
coment of internutional  pubhic
law — mav  be rapddly becoms
g A cumposaible s tusk, A
the “wpats of Uiridvidubls ood
srvall-groap. assassinations  (hy
the rnansgentsy and. exrra-=judi-

teral cexeécutions (b the govern-

nent] cpgulf lavger grouwps of
peaplc cinomore places, the pos-
sibsility of a fully-fedged  eivil

e |_l..=:|1'_||_'\. cheal I_l.' an the hoa
Cizon, Thes palitical moral
und Chislerieal — respaasibi iy

ceEOAIns Lhie samee, Feen-if un-
]j].i'l.'ﬂnEIl. b camwoines, a civil wrar
wonid Cbe & loyieal gatcomes of
themscabling &F deliBhorais ter-
ror atml ecunter-lerror.

Still, —polikiwal . pEpulEoons
podfor enforesment ol Erleri-
tivaul pabliz  Tnws — with exier.
anl ssistanee, il meLEesary —
srethe —onoly. poslive aption
imymecd i.‘ll::l_;;.' dpear Lo tlhéil..:‘ with
proliticel responsifhioy o whichs
ey el il i wnbeag SOG
ar i wf thetir chaws a.||:i|.|'_|-'
mide nactheir mends whan 1he
other option — whivk - 33 - anmi-
hilugion afithe ‘cpponsals  ind
1V thase caught fn-beiacen.
The wfinal sclntion” Jegdvoacated
s cartsme S Ey  RLAAY o The oo
srinmc et Cdudey M ponver Snull
goata" Ak adwogsicd: by fome or
many  TWEswpporters. - The il
ingas gso o algfdyocohunidd i
bmileeibs eash - das. © AF politienl
sodolwigy diees wol Towad,  the
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gumber ofr desibs o wall cantions
to mualtiply. I8 nakes ao aenss
b talk sbout the posgibility of

mivhe:  aide o vwitlwing.” Tlies
whole people of e couniry
s foding s Upe Told geaerifioo,

mainly of wming males. % e
ime deeimated.  Jtoig op tothe
political: lewderzhip on all sifes
tre chasse bepween holeemngs
wnek {5 sonstruction of i mew
gpenuine demoiracy.

On Public Informastion

in Sri Lumks tilay, as #ith
many canilizts elsewhers, . misin-
furmaticn, including  paciial in-
Fopmalivat,- 15 . 00 iBstrEment, of
Eovernmciit. & ftael  uf appodi-
fiup A the governnient, s wii-
o il steife. Political viglence
thrives on ccnsorship, miscepor-
tioz Aml mosc walence.  Thete
is the iohihiting effect of  ab-
senes of guformation:  peoople
who ol roaet poaitivcly in
the  full  keowledes. &f 0 the
Cemain passiiee. There
ta the gbil monre didmaging g7
Feet of Folse informatisn Wil
miglends peuple  imloinefleclive
o connter-productive alifudes.
Fear dominates 1he drssd ol ip-
Cormation, nnd physicol threuty
gre the daily experience ot those
responsinle for the medid,

Bistorted information: s in
the “esseiwee Cof political - erimi-
anlity and dirty oar Perpeiia-

tiaTs ol datrecitiss hideof fake
iheir wlennity. . Operatives dre
oot anly o clandesting’ an Cthe

munnsr ol conventional war bt
oftsn - meclirhoos. . Communicis
tinns_'. 'i_'n:'L:nrn:.' A L A
E-ﬂi5.:1:l:ul'lu.-e:'.'r‘ﬁ.i'l|:|:'--.‘:-|.' A angssing
prersonarc., by l.‘||:-I'iII.i1.i1'11:I ia P
hleny of mosmaformatvan. . Mowe-
duvs, tovbwedo i Feagihlo tec e
cxtenl thal o1 s secrel nTophvers
cd-up.  Th. prevent, jdendific:-
Gioh - tlie  hedds oF hs victims
aves defaced ofF chopped-aff sl-
feerzther —ahieir fingertips ora

seal.  DIften palitigal omorivation
feoa s lacade s Far prafit msmi e
amth pelical steociny A r||'i.ﬂu:-.:t-
nier -Forceonopmicallyc mintivarcd
Griems, - T arders teomes i loea ks
Tps Adaw caforpers disaiso s
selvesirns o plain Celathes, = This
appuaatiaon O afavd  ondergroind
ool rwly o pretect eI Trom
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brutal repression but to act
brutally with impunity. - All
these elements are found in the
scenario of the poljtical kill-
ings in Southern Sri Lanka.
However, a major investiga-
tive effort would be required
to reveal all the facts. Jgnor-
ance of the full facts, of cour-
s¢, makes it impossible to un-
derstand situations and pro-
cesses and act or react accor-
dingly in a positive and effec-
tive way.
Broadcasters,
researchers, public writers and
others, could consider a discus-

- sion of this problem, including

the particular forms it takes in
each one of the three languages:
Sinhala, Tamil, English.

A Bill on Public Information,
securing a constitutional demo-
cratic right to know, at least, in
matters pertaining to basic rights

and freedoms, conld be put before

Parliament and an autonomous
(tri-lingual) high public authority
put in place to oversee its execu-
tion. To be of practical impor-
tance, fair, full and prompt re-
porting, well beyond central
Colombo, should reach the villa-
ges.

The JVP/DJV have been threa-
tening and killing journalists and
radio-broadcasters, accusing them
of under-reporting and misinfor-
‘mation about the activities of
the security services of the govern-
ment. The government, in turn,
regrets that so many people have
fallen mentally captive to JVP/
DIV propaganda. ' 2

In the present circumstances of
- deadly polarisation it is improb-
able, therefore, that a public in-
formation authority, credible to
all, will emerge from the Sri Lan-
kan polity. It would be in the best
interests of all—of the Sri Lankan
population at large — to invite
the UN to set up, as an interim
measure, an impartial, properly
equipped, Observation and Re-
porting Service—I[sland-wide (in-
cluding North and East, of course)
~ — to be responsible jointly to the

Secretary General of the UN and

the Supreme Court of Justice or
the Attorney General of Sri Lan-

ka. The purpose of such a ser-
vice being to observe on site, and

10

~ press—editors,

_report publicly on, the behaviour

of all conflicts actors under Chap-

ter III of the Constitution of Sri
Lanka(referring to HumanRights)
~and (with the assistance of the

International Red Cross) under
International Humanitarian Law
as applicable in times of emer-
gency.

On Defence of Life

Political and related killings
could be called off overnight
by an act of will of the poli-
tical leadership on all sides, or
negotiation between them. Such
has been the control and dis-

cretion of the political leader-

ship on the campaign of terror
and death that, over the weeks

of the presidential and  parlia-

mentary elections, politicians
and commentators in Colombo
could talk in terms of a peri-
od of ccalibrated viclence'—
meaning the tactical limitation
of killings by one side in res-
ponse to limitation by the other
side/s. 2

It can be taken for granted
that very many in the Sri Lan-
kan commuity are absolutely
rather than conditionally against
the killings and the life trade—
offs. The fact is, however, that,
given the pature of the prob-
lem, only a few individuals or
gtoups have been able to do

anything positive in defence of

life as a human right. They
just cannot compete with those
using it as a bargainning chip.
Only relatively few lawyers in
the South are known to  have
regularly been active regarding
inquests, disappearances, habeas
corpus and detentions related
to the political violence. Those
who have been are obviously in
danger: the house of one of
them® has been machine-gunned;
some have received death threats:
and at least two have been
killed.  Bqually, few  groups
have been speaking out impar-
tially and consistently against
the misdeeds by all sides. Group
members have been sent death
threats. Buddhits  monks de-

monstrating against the atroci-

ties have been beaten and humi-
liated., Military officers recom-
mending an approach to ‘hearts

and minds’ rather than dirty-
war ‘approach have been trans-
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ferred from frontline to rearguard

positions,

~ The following ‘may be some

elements to be ~considered,

among others, when designing

a bold and well-defined special

action in defence of life as a

human right in Sri Lanka:

@ A bi-lingual
lish public information cam-

~ paign in all villages, in the

spirit of Lanka Buddhism’s
Law of Righteousness and the
letter of human rights law,

to make people. more aware

of their basic rights, especially

in times of strife. Wall pos=

ters and leaflets to all house-
holds could be the media for
such a champaign. :

@ The organisation of an im-
partial and qualified 24-hour
emergency legal and popular

service, preferably = with the

support of the Bar Associution,

under the mandate of Chapter

11T of the Constitution of Sri
- Lanka, the International Con-

vepant of political and Civil

Rights, and humanitarian law,

with focus on the Rijght to =
Life.  This could be bujlt -
upon the already existing do-.

-cumentation and hapeas corpus

networks. Consulted lawyers

in the Deep South are of the
opinion that this service could
or should operate as part of
the Attorney’s General appa-
ratus ~ of public vigilance,
advice and intervention at
district and village
with the support of human

= rights groups and other grass—

root community networks.

® The orpanisation of a forum

with - police superintendents,
officers and constables under
the heading of Human Rights
in Times of Emergency, to ass-
ess.  the police experience
under the emergency legisla-

tion and discuss a profes-

sional programme to protect
basic human rights, particu-
larly in emergency situations.
In this respect, a recent local
proposal should be noted:
. ‘... that the special commit-
tee of independent, non-par-
_tisan experts be created to
keep under review the law
and practice relating to deten-

tion, custody and interroga-

Sinhala-Eng- I

levels,
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Izeth Hussain

tois knowr’; that many Israelis

have become disturbed over the
changes in international attitu-
des since the 1973 war.  Stephen
Spender states in his Journals
that in reply to a question posed
by the Israeli President’s wife
in 1975 he said that the mood
of the Israeli people was serious
‘but determined and <confident,
She said in response, “‘Undei-
neath they are very unhappy.
The whole world seems to have
turned: against us. When [ saw
that the United Nations gave
a standing ovation to our worst
epemy — Arafat — I realized this
was true.”” An exaggeration, of
course, to believe that the whole
world had turned against Israel,
because  our pro-Israelis are
always there. s

I have goﬁe into details about

changing Western attitudes to
pinpoint the oddity of the pro-
Israeli phenomenon in Sri Lanka.

Doubtless you can find pro-
Israelis in some other Afro-
Asian countries as well, but

they too have to be regarded
as oddities, I have argued that
Israel has signified internatio-
nally white, or more specifically
Western white, domination over
natives. I have argued that was
welcome to Westerners at one
time, their attitudes to the colour-
ed peoples of Afro-Asia have
been changing, and consequently
their attitudes to Israel have
also been chapging, But the
Sri Lankan pro-Tsraeli commit-
ment remains just as firm as
ever., :

What is the explanation
for this oddity? What to my
mind seems an obvious  €X-

planation suggests itself, which
is that there are Sri Lankans
who are deep down unreconciled
to Sri Lanka’s independence and
want -~ Western domination. T
suggest that one category of
pro-Israelis consist of some
members of groups or
groups which were at the com-
manding heights under Western
domination,
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for decades are for

Tews,

sub-

and ‘are’ shll ‘han-

neo-
they

Western
dispensation as

kering after a
colonial

want to be at the commanding

heights once again. Or perhaps
some of ‘them feel 1that they
can ensure fair-play for them-
selves only under Western neo-
colonialism. A second category
is suggested by the fact that
the natives to whom Israel has
been administering thrashings
the  most
part Muslims. T suggest that
there is a category of SriLankans
of trading origin who are pro-
Israeli because they have inheri-
ted anti-Muslim prejudices. We

might speak of a third category

of Sri Lankans who are driven

into being pro-Israeli because

of obscure psychologlcal com-
pulsmns

An article by the first Israeli
Charge d’Affaires in Sri Lanka,
Netanel Lorche, which was re-
produced in the Lanka Guardian
of 1st March, 1985, could provide
some illumination about the
first category of pro-Israeli, He

wrote that many of our Tamils

identified emotionally with the
and . proceeded <They
viewed. with admiration mixed
with envy the feat of a small
people which, with tremendous
effort and sacrifice, had succee-
ded in establishing it’s own
independent state,”” But at the
time Lorche was here, in the
late fifties, our Tamils were not
thinking in terms of an
pendént state. The more likely
explanation for the emotional
identification is that Israel signi-
fied Western domination, under
which the Tamils had fared
much better than after our inde-
pendence, I am not dealing

here with the rights and wrongs

of the Tamil problem. T am
merely arguing that the Tamils

were pro-Israeli because of the

situation in which they found
themselves placed. I am certain
that any comparable minority
any where in the world, such
as for instance the Tbos of
Nigeria who have been far more
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dynamic under the British and

- thereafter the majority Muslims, .
would also have been pro-Israeli. .

Anyway, with the Israeli inmter-
vention in the Tamil problem
we can expect the Tamil enchan-

- tment with Tsrael to have largely

evaporated. Other groups who
have given the
they are by and large pro-lIsraeli
could have sub-conscious moti-
vations which they themselves
should try to analyse.

It is Mgmﬁmnt-that inthe
Philippines, where there is mno-
thing like the pro-Israeli senti-
ment prevalent in Sri Lanka,
there were no. minority groups
or sub-groups who were domi- -
nant or privileged under the
imperialist rule of the Spanish
or the Americans. There are
linguistic-provincial
among the Christians who con-
stitute the great majority in the
Philippines, but no group -was

specially favoured by the impe- _- -

rialists, Had there been such a
group, it would today very
probably be. pro-Isracli.

In dealing with my second
category, I must first state that
we Sri Lankans cannot possibly
be immune from the universal
virus of group prejudlces, and
we must recognize alse that
such prejudices can be expected
to flourish when there are con-
flicts of interests between groups.
The Muslims were traditionally

‘the only trading group in this

country, a position which changed
with the coming of the Western

~ imperialists and the growth of

an indigenous bourgeoisis, a
process which certainly involved
conflicts of interests. Tt has been
acknowleged for some time by
our historians that the dynamic
behind (915 riots was provided
by trade rivalry,
me very probable that the pro-

Israeli members of cur Wester-
“nized bourgemsw, who today
may be in the professions,

" administration, or politics, have

inherited anti-Muslim prejudices
from their trading grandfathers.

impression that

divisions -

It seems to -
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Thz wecale of the sizoshicr oan
v e acern dadlyo e the Foads
ades amed oo lBE Tivers Garryimg
the eorpses.  According o ap
astal v well-informed souTee
e Evononiiy,  Lawdon, 7 Oeiaber
teR0y 5ri Lamke’s civil wearohad
rediiciied fhe hiphest fourder rics,
pripeaciional . to the - popalation,
ivmerap all iontecnal wravs geing
on dround the world today.
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Who is a Sri Lankan ?

_.Shela_g'h Go-oh.ewardene

ho or what is a Sri Lan-

kan? In a land that is
composed of so many racial
groups living together, this ques-
tion began to emerge almost
imperceptibly from 1956 onwards,
when the majority race, the Sin-
halese began to assert its poli-
tical and linguistic dominance
over the rest of the nation, esca-
lating the development of the
Sinhala — Tamil conflict, the
major force that has shaped the
history of our times.

Yet despite all the divisiveness

engendered by this conflict, as
Sinhalese and Tamils explored
the nature of their separate
nationalities, and the other com-
munities fell into defentive po-
sitions, experiencing their own
limitations and _powerlessness
as minority cultures, or seeking
to strengthen  themselves by
identifying with more powerful
groups abroad with whom they
shared affinities: the sense of
being not merely Sinhalese,
Tamils, Muslim or Burgher, but
Sri Lankan, survived and per-
sists,

S0 we return to the central

question, who is a Sri Lankan?
For me, and an audience of
about thirty-five people on May
13th, in Svdney who withnessed
the first public rendering of Ern-
est Maclntyre’s new play “Ra-
sapayagam’s Last Riot,” the
answer was given in dramatic
terms with the clarity, force
and imaginative vision that
only a good work of art can
conyvey.

The play revolves around three

characters — Philip Fernando and,

his = Colombo Tamil wife,
Sita, and Philip’s friend from
Unijversity days in  early '50's,
T. Rasanayagam, who habitu-
ally seeks refuge in Philip’s
house each time there is a com-
munal riot. The action takes
place in Philip’s heme on that
first terrible day and night of
the devastating communal riots
in July 1983, ‘but there is a
difference to previous occasions.

Philip and Sita are only wee-ks_

14

away from emigrating to Aus-
tralia, so it will be “Rasanaya-
gam’s Last Riot’ under his
friend’s protection. e

In the course of iwo acts, we
are taken through the biographi-

~cal and historical lives of Phi-

lip, Sita and Rasa — flesh and
blood characters who involve us,
on a broad canvas, the biogra-
phy of the Colombo English-

- speaking middle class and its -

reaction to a historical phase
for which it was ill prepared.
~The crux of the dramatic
action in the play is  whether
Philip, the Sinhalese, and Rasa,

the Tamil whose close friend-

ship, first cemented as under-
graduates at Peradeniya, has
survived all the challenges and
threats to it that poltical events

have posed, by a simple avoi-

dance of all discussion of them,
can bring themselves to open
out to each other on the for-
bidden subject.

The chief protagonist in the
play, created wtth rare sensivity
and insight by the playwright,

‘is Philip’s wife Sita, a typical

Colombo Tamil who is gradu-

ally stirred out. of  her comp-
lacent and safe existence which

1S securely grounded in  her
English education, to discover
a growing. sense of her Tamil
pationality, a development which
prompts her urge Philip to have
it out with Rasa. As she says,

~if the English speaking middle

classes cannot discuss = their
inpermost feelings frankly with
each other, how can  they ex-
pect the Sinhala and Tamil pea-
sants, separated by the Vavuniya
jungles, to do so. :

As we watch Sifa unl‘avellin'—g'

her innermost self and Philip’s
reactions and adjustments to
free expression of her views, we
realise that there is both al-
legory and analogy present, skil-

fully  employed by the play-
wright to accomplish his artistic

purposes.

- The allegory lies in the double
inlerest in the characters as human
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two  separate

beings COpiﬁg with their feélings e

and problems in the situation

they are in, but in the process . .

also- conveying ideas and con-

_cepts, being representatives of
~ their class and background in

society and typifying their res-
pective racial reactions. The
analogy drawn is between the
attempt of Sinhalese and Tamils

to live together, despite their

differences, a historical commit-

-ment, with the commitment of
individuals in

marriage . ... ‘‘and they twain
shall be one flesh’” "It s a
particularly apt analogy and Mac-

“Intyre makes full use of itto. - 0
explore the mnuances- of rela- W

tionship on both- levels. :
The catalyst in the play is
provided by the character of
Rasanayagam whose dilemma
forces Sita to formulate her in-

tellectual position on the Tamil
_question, while firing her per-
sonal reactions to the late re-

alation of her Tamil-ness.

~In the moving resolution of

the central issue of the play, as
Philip and Sita surmount the
crisis - in their marriage, they

also-achieve a realisation of their
- wider nation- identity — that of

being Sri Lankan. 2
What is siriking about the

play is the sheer volume of mate- =

rial ‘and the wide range of dis-

" cussion that MacIntyre has com-

pressed  into’  his . deceptively
simple plot contained within
two  acts of reasonable length
and a brief epilogue.  This is
a work that incorporates many

of the major historical events

that took place between 1983
and 1985, and juxtaposes them
to dchieve maximum dramatic
effectiveness and real emotional
clont, == s

The lasting value of Macin-
tyre’s play is that he “is ‘able

‘to make so many thoughtful
-and valid points through cha-
" racters who.- are absolutely con-
vincing — so believable that we

are sure we know them, and so

 (Continued on page 16} £
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Dynamics of Sociocultural Change in Sri Lanka

Sunijl Guﬁnalakam
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non-monastic social groups. This,

while restricting his personal
freedom, also provided him with
guidelines to mould his conduct,
Sociologically, this was the cul-
tural way of effecting social con-

- trol. Neot only the individuals

but also the various social groups
came under these religious obser-
vations. Depending on the way
a person managed himself in

society, the culture gave him an

evaluated position, as & good or
a bad person, and his conduct as
a right or a wrong line of action
and so omn. These evaluations
reflected upon his social self when
others used them as measures of
his social worth ‘and related to
him accordingly. The good were
in demand, the bad were punished
and the ngly were banished.

~ This, in turn, had a psychologi-
cal impaet, Men acted according
to convictions. Convictions are
created by internalizing culture.
The religious meanings of the
self, others and the world, cons-
titute a large and crucial area of

internalized culture. When the
culture ‘without’ evaluated a
person’s - conduct the culture

*within’ also, concurrently, eva-
luated it. This was how the
culture and the personality func-
tioned together and became per-
sonally and socially meaningful.
And this was how persons deve-
loped a personal sense of the self.
This in turn fed the social and
cultural selves in a system of feed
back relationships. And this was

how men related to one another
and to the world at large spiri-

tuall};r

When the culture is threatened,
cultural institutions that func-
tion as moral arbiters and disse-
minators of morality are socio—
economically invalidated, ‘as it
- happened during the colonial era,
this spiritual thread that link
people becomes streched te a
breaking point. New values and
normes deriving from new beliefs
attempt to vedesign the sense of
the self, the others and the world
modernization. The Ttesult is a
sociaculiural and personal crisis.
Colonialism created it. Up to
this day, this crisis persists.  Sri

Lanka tcday is a nation of indi-
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able.

vidoals with poor sense of the ..
self. The self that is defined is |

the self as in selfishness not the
self as in personal dignity deri-
ving from & moral existence.
People no longer think about
shame.
eroded to the bare bones. People
no longer feel guilty. Guilt has
been swallowed up by greed. And
men with bad faith and empty
hearts go about maximizing their
immediate gains.

‘On the other hand the indige- |

nous political system, the feudal
order, was slowly undermined by
the expansion of the  colonial
regime which used more strictly
bureaucratic principles of legis-
lation and administration. The

role of inherited rights began to

diminish. Particularly towards
the end of the last century the

development of the democratic |
_principles of government and the
universal suffrage demolished the

feudal sociopolitical order. That

Our sense of shame has

led to a radical redefinition of the |

self, the other and the world in

general. Traditional scciocultu-
ral structures
advancement became less rigid,
more manipulable and surmount-
Thus, the caste, economio
bondage to land owners, geronto-
cratic authority, which, during

the feudal period were the de-
signing principles of the sense of

the self, lost their grip. Instead
a manipulable social order came
into being with more
dent methodological individuals

the others with self interest.

The introduction of schools had
far reaching effects.

politically negated the tradition-
al education system, which was
restricted to a privileged few,

thereby allowing more and more

individuals to'revaluate their tra-
ditional social positions. It also
disseminated ideas

The latter de-
serves further elucidation because

it helps us link Teilhard de Char- |
din’s- ph]losophy with what has

been occuring in our soc1ety

{(To be commued).
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indepen- |

This formal |
education system challenged and

about an .
alternative society based at first
on Christian valnes and then on
scientific values,

against personal |

~as  helpless

-who acted upon the world and |

~dimension  of the real S
and provided -an unforpettable

-selves,

Who is...
(Commaedfmm page M]

can Iaugh at the comedy in their

lives because we recognise it as
-the comedy

in ours, and be
moved to tears at the tragedy
that overtakes them, because it
is also our own. The play-
wright is dealing with the ma-
terial of our own experience,
individually and pationally, and
the vital issues of our times,

and in - do:ng 50 he brings order

and meaning which -illumines
S0 many areas in our personal
}ives and the largcr life of the
nation.

The play s presented as a

- Comedy, and while there are

several moments that

¢ Justify
this description;

the final imp-

ression is that of Tragedy. Those
conflag-:

who  experienced the
ration of July 1983 in Sri Lan-
ka, either directly or mdlrectly
spectators; - will
relive their  memories  as
they watch the

the play. The emotion generated

by the action is palpable and

real. 1 found it hard to hold
back my tears and there
others in the audience who
were similarly. affected.

The three players in
~nayagam’s Last  Riot” were
‘Ernest MaclIntyre as  Philip,

Nalini MaclIntyre as Sita and
Raja Maclntyre as Rasa

actors reading from scripts and
moving in the confined space
of a sitting room, Yet their
performances were of such high
quality that they achieved the

evening at the Theatre.

In my opinion,: this'is Ernest
Maclntyre’s  most  significant,
powerful revealing p]ay to date,
and one that every Srti Lankan
prust ‘see’ in order to enrich and
extend his understanding of his
own biographical and historical
This self—awakening
will linger in the mind and the
heart long after the play itself
is over.

last half of
were
“Rasa-

This
was a ‘moved reading’ with the

stage

e
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Do the people get the justice they deserve !

Tavitri Gunatakera
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whatever community we belong
have one concept of justice and
equity in the widest sense of
that term.

I don’t know whether there

is any equivalent in Tamil, but

I know that the Sinhala concept
@ollidemstte, @mide has certain
definite copnotations.: We may
not be able to pinpoint it, but
it has a connotation and this,
-1 think, is what the legal sys-
tem of this country should try
to do. il ;

LEGAL SYSTEM

We have inherited a colonial

legal system, but again I must
say that with all these limita-

tions I am convinced that the
Anglo-American system of juris-
prudence postulates a certain
“value framework’ which offers
the capacity to bring justice to
the community. And of all the
other systems :'that have been

tried and tested T think it stands

on personal liberty, on personal
security, on equity and justice
stripped of all the other trap-
pings does offer something which
‘is of fundamental importance.
I believe that the legal system
in this country though it isan
inherited system can be fashion-
ed in such a way that it can
deliver justice to the community.
And it must do so. Now, if

it is to do so, then there has

to ‘be the recognition of the
total failure of the legal system
throughout a period of time.
This is the year in which law-
yers and judges and those in-
volved in the administration of

justice ~must hang their heads.

in shame and also in anguish,
in an painful awareness that
the legal system has failed to
protect the citizen and fajled
to give equity and justice. And
in the knowledge and.recogni-
tion of that failure fo reassess
the different components that
go up to make this legal system
and try to see whether we can-
not bring it into that structure
a  system which will deliver
equity and justice. '

We need to focus on the
three inter related ‘areas in
which the law apd the legal
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system are based and on which

they function. i.e. the law-

making process, the judicial

process, the law-enforcement pro-

cess and public participation or
involvement in that process.

CONSULTATION PROCESS

Let me take first, the legis.]a-.

tive and law-making process.
Now in a Third World country,
I do not believe that a law
which is going to be equitable
must necessarily come from the
intuitive feelings of the people.

It may’ be necessary for law

to give direction and to postu-
late values which are not neces-

sarily accepted within the com-

munity,  There are so many ex-
amples where you are aware
surzly that this is so. In the
process of law-making it s

essential that there should bea

consultative process and a pro-
cess of dialogue and communi-

~cation, so that the law that s

created will try to seek a balance
between what the communite
wants and what is or should by
the goal or the policy. In Sri
Lanka we do nothave that con-
sultative process and it is be-
cause we do not have the con-
sultative process, and we do not
have the dialogue, whether in
controversial or non-controver-
sial areas the law that comes
out through the legislative pro-
always ensure
equity and justice, :

We have Law Reform Com-

missions, we have different bodies
which  are supposed to have
consultative status. But very
often what we see in our statute
books is legislation which has
been conceived in secrecy and

which emerges in the stage of

a Bjll. No one knows what it
consists of, no one knows whe-
ther the actual implications of
those laws have been studied.

Take the present Workmen’s
Compensation Ordinance. Now
this Ordinance has been amend-
ed and ‘it has been passed
through parliament
after a century. One would have
thought that, legislation should
have been the subject of serious

review, discussion, etc. before
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it was passed. That there are

. many young academics in the

Medical faculties who have done
extremely ‘interesting research

on the impact of occupational

health-hazards. Why then is no
one consulted? Why is this
done in this way? In other
countries whether it . is in the
West or in the sub-continent
law reform and law-making is
a much more consultative pro-
cess. I suogpest the rcason that

there i8 no consultations is a

failure of the Press, the failure
of the media, the failure of non-
governmental organisations and the
parangia that the government and

the policy makers seem to have

with regard to criticism. I find
very sirange because we say that
often policy makers refer to the
Buddhist tradition in this country

and we talk of Karuna, Maithri

and Upekka, mdzn, 0688, cedms

etc, and we talk of the Buddhist

rituals but fipirinsic fo the Bud-
dhist tradition is the tolerance of
criticism. Because the Buddha him-
self said ‘Do not accept what I
say because I have said it, obs-

erve, discern, evaluate and re-

ject’,

Bui nevertheless, because of
this paranoia of criticism we

all fail in our dgty as legisla-
tors. We do not like criticism;
as government servants and po-
licy makers, we are hesitant
to criticise because we think
that criticism will be not seén
as creative but as destructive,
And so, laws are made with
this passivity and then laws
are made without any aware-
ness of implications.

If the legal system is to
achieve justice for the commu-
nity the law-making process
must function as it should fun-
ction. o S

I would like to discuss what :
I think i3 the role of the ju--

diciary in a country like ours.
Ultimately  in  the  Anglo-

American system we know that

the separation of powers, the
control of abuse of powers and
the independence of the judici-

- ary is crucial to the function-

ing of the system and the de-

livery of justice to the com-
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Where will repatrlatlon lead to?

P. Muthulmgam

ost of the Sri Lankan poli-

tical analysts predicted that
the plantation sector would play
a major rule in the nineties.
The statement of the Minister
of Plantation Industries at
the mammoth May Day
Rally organised by the CWC
at Talawakelle — that the Indian
Passport Holders must leave on
the resumption of the Mannar
Ferry Service seems to confirm
this view.

Mr. 8. Thondaman an unchal-
lenged plantation trade union
leader and the Minister of Small
Industries and Tourism, would
never have expected such a state-
ment from the Minister — Ran-
jan, whom, the CWC leadership
invited to  attend = 1ts
Day hoping for benefits for
the plantation Tamil community.
The sudden move of the Min-
ister would certainly have shat-
tered all CWC hopes.

Answering a question by
a reporter, the  Minister
said, ‘“this is not a praoblem to
be dealt with by Mr. S. Thonda-
man; therefore do not try to
force us to deal with him’’; it is
a problem between the two
governments”. This answer, 1
am sure, came as a shock to
Mr. Thondaman.

Mr. Rapjan Wijeratne may be
a newcomer to the portfolio
and to parliament but certainly
not to the plantation industry.
Having been a successful plant-
er himself knowing the planta-
tion community in-and-out —
like any well experienced plan-
tation trade union representa-
tive. A . statement, therefare,
coming from him that Mr.
Thondaman  does not “have

anything to do with the problem,

politicians as.  well as politi-
cal activists know that the plan-
tation trade wunions are part
and parcel of the plantation,
the latter ‘scéne, the workers
_ having considered their

The writer,
sants and Workers Institute, Kandy,
‘has a trade union background.
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trade

a :’aad.xrrg figure in Pea-

unions the medium of public

relations. = And  therefore the
very thought of keeping the
plantation trade unions at a

distance is absurd.

An effort to trace the history
of the present passport holders
will reveal injustices committed

-against the plantation workers
The UNP

by both the regimes.
government of D. 8. Senanayake
not only disfranchized them but
decitizenised them in 1948. The
successive  governments after
1948 claiming to solve the prob-
lem were bent ‘on deporting
them to India,

Mrs. Bandaranaike, in ofﬂce in
1964 took advantage of Prime Min-
ister Lal Bahadur Shastri’s good-
will .and his appreeiation of
Sri Lanka’s '
strategic position and pro-Indian
rather
persuaded Delhi to signa pact that
decided the fate of these workers.
Under this accord India was
to  take back 5% lakhs and
Sri Lanka to grant its citizen-
ship to 3% lakhs — the irony
being that neither government
thought fit it to consult the

affected people or their re-
presentative bodies — in this
case, the trade wunions, Mr. S.

Thondaman,: then an appointed
M. P. obviously irritated by this
calculated move by the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Government, sev-
ered his connections with that
party and aligned for the
first time, with the UNP. The

plantation workers, onthe advice.

of the CWC and even of the
other plantation trade unions,
did  not apply for— the

citizenship of either ecountry

until in 1969 the C.W.C. advis-

ed plantation workers to apply
for the citizenship of the coun-
try of their choice. Some trade
union representatives filling the
applications in the plantations
said, the  author remembers.
“India  today 1is mnot what she
was. .. here all facilities — loans,
lands — will be available’’. A
large number of workers applied
for S8ri Lankan Citizenship —
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willing to

nonaligment, its

than pro-Pakistani tilt,

an indication that they were not
leave the country.
When the Pact was implement-
ed the passport holders started
to leave. This resulted in an
acute shortage of labour when
the UNP came back to power

— in 1977, And that compelled
the government to allow the re-
patriates to take their own
time. The ethnic violence of
1977 caused both governments

to suspend the ferry service —

with an effective freeze on re-
patriation.

The present gencra-tion-of the
plantation workers holding In-
dian passports are the natural
increase or children below 18
years dependent om their par-
ents who applied for Indian
passports, And, of course, min-
or dependents whose fate had
to 'be decided by their parents.
Their names were also includ-
ed in the parent’s applications
for passports. Today almost 20
years Jlater, they are adults
legally entitled to decide their
own fate. And at least 43 of
the  original applicants are not
among the living. :

Apart from this, the struggle
in the North Eastern Province
has given new ideas to the plan-

tation workers. EROS and
EPRLF openly advocating a
theory that <the plantation

workers are part and parcel of
the Tamils of the North East.”
included the plantation areas in
their map of “separate state.
Not  limiting their thesis to
words they went ahead actively
converting plantation workers.
They had considerable success
in winning over the youth, the
children of the plantation work-
ers. A significant and an in-
escapable fact is that a major- .

ity among the plantation child-

ren who joined the North East-
ern ~militant. groups : are the
children of Indian Passport Hold-
ers, Events before and after
the 1983 holocaust gave ihese
peeple another motive. At the
Thimpu conference, the TULF
 {(Continued on page 23)




Soviet Society and the changes

in Eastern Europe

Reggia Siriwardena
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piying theic duily devioirons js
ouly ihe most obvious sigu wl
this s eplt, aod it sedima TG me
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is the unquestioning deference
to Leninism  as an ideology,
the ritual citation of Lenin’s
texts as the fountainhead of

political wisdom, and the taboo

on - critical discussion of his
theories and actions.

That taboo has been breach-

" ed today. From my reading of
the Soviet press I would say
that this development had al-
ready started around the begin-
ning of 1989, But it has been
greatly strengthened an accent-
uated by the Eastern European
revolution of the latter months
of the year. The whalesale re-

jection of Leninism in Eastern

Europe, the discarding even by
the former ruling parties of the
name ‘Communist’, the dismant-
ling of statues and monuments
of Lenin himself in Eastern

European cities, have all given

enhanced ' courage to those re-
forming elements in the Soviet
Union who want to discard the
ideological baggage of Leninism.

In one respect this aspiration
has already borne fruit in res-
pect of State policy. Last year
the Copgress of People’s Depu-
ties refused by a majority vote
to debate the issue of Article
6 of the Soviet Constitution
which guarantees the political
monopoly of the Communist
Party. In February this year
the deputies reversed their ear-
lier decision and agreed to re-
peal Article 6. This was clear
evidence of the pressure exer-
ted on the Soviet polity by the
developments in Eastern Europe.

Everywhere in those countries
the demand for the ending of
the Communist Party’s mono-
poly of power and the institu-
tion of a multi-party system
had been the spearhead of the

democratic  struggle, had
seemed _earlier that it .might
take many years for the same

demands to be pressed success-
fully in the Soviet Union (I
- thought so myself), but the East-
ern Buropean example was ap-
parently irresistible.
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practice,

The repeal of Article 6 will
constitutional

clear the

block in the way of a multi-

party system. Exactly what form

that system will take and how
authentically pluralist it will be

will depend o©on the political
processes ' through  which its
evolution takes place. Today
it seems more than possible

that it will begin with a split
within the CPSU itself around

the time of the 28th Party Con-

gress in July — whether at the
immediately after
them. This could be a three-
way
bachevist centre,
inist conservatives of whom
Ligachey is the spokesman with-

in the Politbureau, and the

radical reformers who are orga- -

nising round the Demaocratic
Platform, and whose outlook
is avowcdly social-democratic.
However, such a split may be
combined with and further ac-

celerate the divisions resulting
from minority nationalisms.
What lies .ahead, therefore, is
a stormy and unpredictable
future. But since this talk is
not concerned fundamentally

with political prediction, I shall
consider instead the issues that
are relevant to us in the Soviet
abandonment of the

Union’s
one— party system.

The orthodox will argue that
a multi-party system isn’t in-
compatible with Leninism and
the role of the vanguard party.
In theory, ves;
it may be
that the Bolshevik Party enter-
ed into a short-lived coalition
with the Left Social Revolution-
aries after October. But it can
be asserted that the Leninist
assumption of a single party as
the instrument of history and
political practice in conformity
with this assumption made in-
evitable the development towards
a one-—party state. [
me to the thoroughgoing critique
of Leninism that is being made

by radical elements both with-

im and without fthe

CPSU
today, :

{Te be continued)
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' _highly appreciated by the people
~of - the. :

“land. They

‘the S5 Pact,
- Awareness among the plantation
' that Sri Lanka is
their home and have a right to

community,
split — between the Gor-
the neo-Stal-

. passport

face
and ‘even in.
recalled

This brings

Where will. . :
T C'orzrfnued' from page 20)

and the mllztant groups demand-
ed the granting of Sri Lankan
citizenship to the entire planta-
tion  community, This was

plantations who never
considered India their mother-
are also aware of
the plight of the people who
are already on Indian soil under
In developing an

it the NGO’s too have made

- an immense contribution.

In these circumstances, what
is important is how the govern-

ment intends solving this burn-
ing problem. Is it to say the
__holders should Teave
this country or that leaving or
staying is optional. If the gov-
ernment choses the first course,
near conflict the government

faces will be in the plantation

sector. The JVP activities no

doubt

otage the cconomy when all
peaceful trade union action fails.
This will play.into the hands
of seme militant movements

~who keenly await such a situa-

tion. The policy makers should

_ therefore rethink their decision.

If the second “line” is chosen
the government can perpetuate
itself in power although it will
some political - problems
from the opposition — SLFP and

- other non-left parties who will
- raise the racist slogan to top-

ple the government. The effect
of this op the government will
be short. However, the choice
is the governmentfs, now that
the President has vowed to re-

store. normalcy and national
harmony. e
In the meantime the recent

statement of LTTE’s Karikkalan
that the LITE will allocate
lands for the plantation people
who hold ' passports if they seek
residence in the North East and
a rtumour that the LTTE is

looking for an opening in the

plantation for their political
activities cannot be ignored.

would have shown the = 3
- plantation workers how tosab-
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The Unrepentant Red

By ™, SANMMUGATHASAM
Colombo, Lake House, 1989)
G0pp, - Ra.100.

b contribtions of Sanmu-
golhagan o the pavalolion-
ary - mevement n 81 Lanka
maw b o subjest o coniroversy
:-:;rn-m-.g puditical historinng, ma-
ruist ciptellectoals and beft orga-
fisations,. i thers cunnoet’ be
afy dispwle abkour his  lewling
poslein ereating the sk
moreinent i S Lankal Sane
1|||Jg|;|t|;|_||'\,-:sn bedame = commii-
pise dn 1939 olvan Do weus o still
an undegridnite.  Tio publizhed
his prlitignl memadrs o Tasl
ot the apgs of M0, after comphe-
tiog Gfcy wearyonf setive Lite
ug o sommuni=t iewolutiopary.
T give Fifly veoars af peiive
life wncesepveliy 0 the - Chize
one bokieves fo ds, . do itsell,
0 estiaotdinary  huwan o sweri-
Fiea It m hopuenuee) CRROE AV
purpose. here tn evidunate Sad-
mugathiagan  {Hhaa, ae ke e
Erodwn to sl oasan iadividust
Shan himselt: may aobjeot  to
such - an gssesemenl, for in bis
fife: the: politicel and the per-
vanal have. merged  almoat - ane-
perceptibly. - S0 when oot Te=
oills the vpd wnd doans che
gieocessesoand foilures of ﬁhﬂ_l'l
io ibe- last Fifty wears; o#c 48
ngipatly  roviewing the cadeer
nf the  political - mganisdtion
he lod and the countrys  Jeft
mrvginent’ in proeral
Sk - joined “the Ceylow Com-
munizl Farty sz n full-timer (o
Taly 1943, twn wesks aler its
Mpading - and g3 soow a3 he
cal e Pindl Cexsmipation’ dt
the university: . The party paid
Wi A mouthly allowance “of
of sixty supees, © The decicion
to-became a full-Ger af  the
CPF dizappointed  Tis . parcots
who, with their bumhle means,
managed to give him o a oniver-
gity “education with 1he deeani
af ‘secing  hRim s d cnlonjal
Ci¥il ~ervzpot, Conoeried abool
Bsr son’s: future security, Shan's
mother asked him what he wadily
do in his old age. Ehe young
commuiist replied,  'Hy then
i wenld . Rave hadosocialisart,
Bul  history did  mot . mosvc
glong Che pnth  appointed. hy

Alie CPocar any other-perolulion-

ary cparcy- in Sric Laokh, Los=
tzad, the the  poat fifly  years
sade the rize gd, Bl wmd e
Pragrocatation and diziptsgrating
of the aocialist  wrovenieat.  The
earti padicals mhio act odi,  with
wreal Acal,  ta - chanees  bBistors;
bBecams ks prise Bere withio two
decades, “They “wrebe entived by
the  decepoise, buot ceductive,
shiort - catd history appeursd. o
Eiter-cin the form or Binkilo
rationalism unds sharing of po-
wor i cparliaent viao cobinst
pectfolios. Maost of & the pio-
ricers cnls e left movemend ste-
cred  thiif partieson 1o the Tond
nf capmitulaciconam throueh ©a
sepica caf elass commproniiess.
Shan cstood out  waainst  the
trend  and, when 1he Moscow-
Peking split ccourred, e left
the CF with a handful of com-

rades to founnd the @ Muocizt™ )y Coin--

munizt’ Party of Geylin (CPC

The Jdemans are by as me-
i A eckiea of anccdatcs; they
are: pieees of historvda rwpeci-
2ipced aod watched by “the CPC
pand “the CCP before. thar) and
icconatrooted. by itz leader.
Exvcenoowhere the awthor  Eooks
at  cvedts aod posRenalitics out-
aide the” Magist movement (fo
instance, his evaludbion. of the
latz Mt BaondarBuosike), Lis ape
proach s Firmly based on  tho
parcy line. The "acts’ of the
cvents ond the awthor's ideolo-
gical Cdpterpretation’ form an
amalgums the palitical Tine rans
cight throush ™ the hook like a
red ) ehresd.

G ke many strogghes ied hy
the CPC snd crecounted ia the
AMdepeoies, “téin are most remark-
ohle Ivom o pelitico-historicel
perzpectivel the struppele apginse
cipgddinm in Jallnin und the o
bilisalinn sl the plantatian wors
Eery beidhe Bad Flaz 1njen
in fhe 1966-T0 period.  [w b
these strupoies the PO chom-
pingsd “the causes of dwo of
NricoLinku's miest deciived some
munitiss.  Only’ ‘g lcidership
which cited for social justice
#od had no thovght of courting
Eupulnr weclaim o vofes coubd
e dared to laupch . auch
stupples;, That the' movement
ppoinst  wntonchaliilily in - partic
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sular cshould: have becn led hy
t-thigh-castc® Tamil and taksh
rirht “imdo the hearcland’ of
vieHala “Tamil soclsry was itsslf
wibrawe et That cic  dchicved
crinsidernble sucboss in Eefring
teimples and some other publie
places: open  te the odegeessed
casles - attésis tol the shyvcmdiesa
nl  1he ':-r_'a-:‘]trﬁhi'rl. Bt the
oot sheificant achicrement of
w1l way  the somfidcnce and s
litnmey el iosnilbed o the . ITni-
touchables — a |'|t|.l|ﬂ|!- who had
for ceptusies heta gpprcascd in
the musl shanelal gad harhbaric
TILYS hy IT:mbu mu_"in‘:lj.'.

Similarly, ibe: Red [lap Tlo-
ion-gaiee the Lhonsuods. ol dis-
enfranchized plantuticn workers
wlio wrere ils  membersoil senss
of helopgiog and  a  spicit o
milicangyy 4F w Tl wheo: ihe
othar left  paveiss  bad feened
their backs oo them becuanes
shicy no lonpesr hed  the vore.

Homicwver, it is also  remark-
ahle dlar thess teo great phe-
swineEna Aers ghoit . liwed  and
vlie E'PC has: boes donspigucosly
ahsent inothe. mamentows  libe-
ralinm strogeles thae Pellowed in
the . Moarth and East.  Uatoochan
|:|j|_i1.':.' Tas “mat, d.jla.ppélﬁ.ri:l.l Jremn
Tamil sucivly, Bl The strugele
npaingt the  oppression of  the
Tamil peopls a5 o  wholg by
the self—procliined Siahaly Buad-
dhiiet stide hiy o subsumed o wnd
subverted “the  wirmggle o aguinst
gisteism, Whils © thiz siguals
something about the: politics of
the duminant Twmil liberoticn
prgagications, it aldo reises A
seTions guestion about the pa-
litigs of the CPC.  Why has the
CPC nie been able to play an
getive role Tncithe Tamil livcra:
Ling sirugei=r

Thiz yuesiion thkes 'u% o the
bearct of lhe self-imposed thops
retici] dilemmn of many  maes
it orevolutionarice in Sri Lan-
ks the relstion between: Glasy
and nationaliso.  Having cop-
demncd-and rejected the ‘pro-
Sinbals  ehavvinism of the mn-
Jor “marsist’opafiies [the LSSP
and CPy the’ CPC soupht to
riag ahors hoth ‘Famil and Sin-
hela - dationalisms: by turing
tofthenrpicals abstractions. - and
m-'n:r];‘mlfgiug the= 1[=.'j-|-|g_ revelig=
teernacy potentin] of (e Tamil
struggle. Al by an dl;-l':ini:l_;




themselves out of the Tamil }li-

beration struggle, the CPC and
many individual Tamil marxists
served to contribute to the str-
engthening of chauvinist tenden-
cies within the Tamil struggle
itself. Today, Tamil nationa-
lism has taken a militant id-
eological form that sometimes
looks like a mirror image of
Sinhala
Sivanandan puts it, ‘the uneasy
mating of bourgeois historicism
with historical materialism con-
tinues to plague the theory and
practice of Tamil npationalism
even today,

In the Memoirs Sanmugathasan
does, nonetheless, defend the
Tamil people’s right to nation-
hood while providing at the
same time an insightful criti-
que of the Tamil
struggle. Of the Tamil mili-
tants, he writes:

They also failed to follow

tactics of people’s war, as en-

anciated by Mao Tse Tung,

which was the only tactics
which would have gained them
success in a complex war ag-
ainst superior forces. Almost
all the militant organisations
were guilty of anti-people
activities like robbery, extor-
tion and murder but their
worst crime was the killing
of innocent Sinhalese and
Tamils. At the same time
they refused to arm the peo-
ple and draw them into the
fight against the enemy.

Very valid point indeed, but
more jmportant js that the CPC
itself had fajled to apply the
copcreate  conditions of the
Tamil struggle. And there, at
least, there must be cause for
repentance in this ‘unrepentant
communist’.

Even so, Political Memoirs of
an Unrepentant Communist is. an
authoritative work by a most
respected  marxist 1mtellectual
and trade unionist in Sri Lan-
ka. Sanmugathasan has been
the political mentor for gene-
rations of marxist intelletuals
throughout the country. In the
1960s, 1 was among those who
flocked to his political classes
at Peradeniya University and
his umnion’s offices in Colombo

24

chauvinism. Or, as

liberation

and discovered him to be one

of the great dialecticians of our
time. The Memoirs, like his
lectures, is clear and enjoyable,
but above all it is an outstan-
ding historical document of and
from an intrepid marxist — of
whom there are scarcely any
left in our country today.

' N. Shanmugaratnam

CORRESPONDENCE

Indo-Ceylon Citizenship

I write with reference to the
item in -the ‘TRENDS column
of your issue of [5th May,
on the 100,000 ethnic Indians
who have been registered as
Indian citizens under the Sirima-
Shastri agreement of 1964, and
whose repatriation to India has
now become an issue in the
current domestic political con-
text in Sri Lanka as well, it
would appear, in Sri
relations with India.

Your column headed “Wanted

— A New Look™ quotes Mini-
ster of State and CWC General
Secretary Mr Sellasamy as ha-
ving said that ‘there was a hu-
man angle to the story which
had to be considered’® because
‘‘agreements had been signed
without consulting people”,

You have further quoted an
EPRLF news release which says
that ‘the Sirima-Shastri Pact
of 1964 under which these plan-
tation workers of Indian origin
were granted Indian citizenship,
was a horse deal without con-
sulting the people on whom it
was thrust”.

As a student who has been’

following this problem for a
long time, let me say that the
1964 agreement was no horse
deal. It was preceded by more
then two decades of aborted
Indo-Lankan negotiations and
correspondence, and agreement

was finally made possible when

the two sides accepted the fact

that while some ethnic Indians -

wanted to stay in Sri  Lanka
as Ceylon ~citizens, others wan-
ted to go back to India asIn-
dian citizens. If you consult
my book Indo-Ceylon Relations
Since  Independence
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_Lan_ka’s-

; (plib[ished -

1965), you will find that I have

said at p. 142 note 107, as fol-

lows

“In defcndmg the agreemcnt
against critics in the Lok Sabha,
the Indian External Affairs
Minister, Mr Swarap Singh,

stated that about 300,000 per-

sons of Indian origin in Ceylon
had indicated to the Indian High

Commission in Ceylon that they

wished to *come straightway”
to India.' (The Hindu, 26

‘November 1964)

Mr Swaran Singh’s statement
was in fact borne out in the

_ seventies, when lists were open-

ed for application for 1Indian
and Sri Lankan citizenship, res-
pectively, more than half a mil-
lion ethnic Indians applied for
Indian citizenship, and about
600,000 applied for 8ri Lankan
citizenship. Since, in fact, the
number applying for Indian
citizenship was 94,000 less than
the stipulated figure for India,
Sri Lanka passed special legis-
lation in 1986 to accomodate
this number as Sri Lankan ci-
tizens, and in 1988, went even
further and enacted the Grant
of Citizenship to Stateless Per-
sons (Special Provisions) Act
extended rights of Sri Lankan
citizenship to every person who
(a) was of Indian origin law-
fully resident in Sri Lanka,

- (b) who was neither a citizen

of 8ri Lanka nor of India,
and (c) who had not at any
time applied or been included
in an application to the Indian
High Commission for the grant
of Indian citizenship.

While it is rlght and proper
that human problems be addres-_
sed in a humanitarian way,
is quite wrong fo castigate as
“horse—deals’’ acts which have
been taken to eradicate state-
lessness from this country. If
the 1964 agreement is to be re-
garded as a horse-deal, what
would ‘become of the many
hundreds of thousands of eth-
nic  Indians who have been

- granted Sri Lanka citizenship?

Shelton U. Kodikara

(Sri Lanka's fop specialist on Indo-
Sri Lankan relorions, the writer is
 Professor of International Relaﬂom of
- Colombo University.) ¢
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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A magsive Port Expansion Praject hes vansformed
Colombo into 8 modermn Captaingr Handling Port and
Transhipment Cenire qualifying for “Basa Port” status
with the following additional facilities to the [ndustrisl
and Commercial Port Usars;

® Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Faertilizer and Cemani.
# Hsbagying and Beprocessing facilitiss,

# A Streamimed Bonding Service,

Any special requiremants could be arranged for on regquest,

Enguirigs:

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

18, Church Sitreet, P, Q. Box 595,
Colombo, 511 Lanka,

Telephone; 2555 9 Talex: Z1BOS PORTS CE
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Sri Lanka in the ancient deys was a centre

for trade and commerce. Its strategic location
ensured this.

In the ancient days Sri Lanka was called Raakshashadvipa,
Tambapanni, Taprobane, Palisimundu, Tenarsim, Senkiyalo,

Serendip, Ceylan, Ceylon etc.

Today our country is at cross roads. Our journals

record the present political and economic history

of the country. Bank of Ceylon 50 years ago created
banking history and today with its new schemes like

Praja Naya Niyamaka Scheme and Janasaviya Credit Scheme

is breaking new ground.

We are part of Sri Lanka’s ecoromic history and

we create history.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation.
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