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TRENDS

A move against child abuse

Ar feniais rasding ol the pytanr
of child 2burse and ehild prostilnlion
i tha countny Is pow baing aife-
migiedt e er paurRlne it S Dy
e Dapadmant of Frahaian amd
G Cera. Aflerihald e refabiliahion
proaram Wi Deghs, wink DNICEF
snsishance, alfizlz) sources s

BRIEFLY. ..

ilaster card swindie

Four lecal banks inColombx wmng
gwindled far cwer Re 25 millicn with
fongecd Master Cards by e Tamil
woulhswholaterchannsledhe mo-
rey 1 ihe LT VR Inhe Morh, Crims
Dedacticn Bursau (CGOE) officials
Saich, Tha amauni sepresents e
threemanthstekings ard the opera-
fion: wiould hawve continued But far
Iz cihende arrest of the Sao youlhs
in & roine round-up in tha Ciky.

Impraving the EP climate

Famea Minister Hanil Wkekremasi-
noha thanked Sri Lanka's sacunby
Torges Far busikling & suakle envirn-
nrnart for sleciions in the Eastam
Province nest yeer. Ha was spes-
kg e fhe froceas Al e Sinhodurd
anmy camp in the Batticalos district,
Ui A irspesslion

The Prime Minsbor soic el the
termanst problam wes being ayste-
roaliciy avercarms by b shiale
oies adooted oy the s2cunty forces
SOTAUCTSE Tl OiFrar Sonbies wilk
gimilar problams weara now tollowing
EriLanks’s example.

FPower shock ahead

Elzclicily ralss ars diae bz gogp
&gain. The Warld Bank has dickatoed
& 30 par sl raise in rales and tba
Ceylon Electriccty Board (L EB] has
P toagres, Baard ollicials bava
admitted despite eadier Treasury
denials.

The Wordd Bank has asked tha
LEBE D UD!hE rEtes I 100 per cend

Byl end of 13085 allor e 20 per
cenl increase o Decambar this
yedr,

Cholera epldemlc slows

The chofsra epidemic in Jafina 2
noe uridor SCelrgd. Wisiling joaarmi-
llzterepotied thatcezes atthe.dafing
hospilzl bad Gorme cmer o 30 rom
8 peak ot 200 scme weeks garisr.

Death throats for Bernard

LSSEP kader Bermamd Soysa toes
nat want proisction from the state
nehwilhstanding he death threals
he hes been recening. Thewsieran
Same Sarrijist has ool 16 Kok
aiber Fs own secuniby bucause alber
policiane have been killed despite
the prenede of pollee gaeds, prly
snUnCEs Said,

Trouble at DUNF meeting

DUNF General Secrstary G,
Fremachandea lursged sl fallow
memberwhilelesvirg an unmly Wo-
rkirngy Cammilee Moobng of tha
oparty. hr Premeshisndra ssid later
Iheal b v grovakesd, Earlior tha
reeetirg By & rmejority vota approved
The: susporsion o BLINE Wt
Frevinoial Council mamber Edin-
weer Premaraine.

Compramise, says Speaker

Farliimont Spedxer b, Mok
med called for compromiss in 28e-
King i sokalicen 1o tha Mokl and East
problem. MeMohemed said that no
pauy weans Enlorestid inosalving this
procleri. He was spesking &t an
Abrdul Avie momearial rmzelig ot lha
BudiCH-

Tha Bpeaker mleo said that he
wias gloclcd Lo parliirmoent by e
majodity Sinhela Buddkiat waters,
frorm which it was gvidend that he
was nat A-communalist.

Review of varsity entry

Crilena of universiy entrance will
ba reviewed by 8 committes appal-
riad by the govemment. Prosidonl
Wijstunga racantty =aid that while
rresl SEhould B ho mie crilarion
for edmi=gicn o unheereities some
woiglilage should ba piven Lo adu-

calionslhy dissduaniaged dislicls,

Saweral university professn:s ars
expectad &oobeon e cammilag,
Frodessar Kingsloy de Sivaof Para-
duriya Universiy = axpected o be
tha chairman.

Unlversitles: more spent,
less admitied :

Zogarnor of Wayamba (Marth
Wiestem Prowvinoe] O Eaninsesg
Fediluwmkky, @ former universiy

vics-chancellar said atthe S Japs-w0 0 2

wardenopui colours presertation
caremory thet gouerimoent -
nding Gro univarsily sdualicn had
been escelatiing whils gueles
addmission hadboen lenglhaning. In

187% the expenditure had been 195, 7|

millicen ncsa it wias As 1061 ||i.'5§:.-_f,-%.
AN 1Gro wirs 8 v ling st of 30000

ig enter the univarsites.

However, thare was mow & [im-

spxct of selving the problem a8 870

result of tne reconstmaion o the
Unkwearaiity Grants Camimisson, s,
lurmer vice-chaneallor sa+d. i
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DRUGS ?

: Amendment to Drug Regulation No. 34 of 1984 in Govt. Gazette 'Eﬁtraordinary No. 722/3
of Monday the 6th July 1992.

“No person shall dispense a prescription which does not specify the Generic Name of
adrug.”’ : '

MSJ goes down in the history of Drug Rationalization in Sri Lanka as the first Company
to «collaborate with the Government on Generic Manufacture. MSJ swifily moved over from two

: decades of Brand Manufacture for the biggest multinational Drug Companies operating in this region

to almost exclusive Generic Manufacture for the people of this country. Our range of Generic drugs
- now serve a wide spectrum of Health Services from the big city Clinics and Base Hospitals to the

g o remotest Govt. dispensary and General Practitioner in the country.

] 3
There is no glamour in illness — not for the sick anyway. The sick need swift, cost-effective,
safe, rational treatment, not market incentives.

Iilness does not spare either rich or poor, patient or physician.

The Bibile-Wickremasinghe drug reforms were designed and adopted to re-introduce ethics
 into therapeutics. Generic prescribing and Generic dispensing were the main levers of implementation
of Drug Rationalization Policy.

n Good Times and Bad Times, Epidemic and Disaster, War and Peace, Generic Drugs
from MSJ have been a dependable source of relief in illness for over a third of this century.

M. S. J. Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.,
Féctory and Laboratories
P.0.Box 430
~ Colombo 15.
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A3 wa g b press the LTTE has monnicd o fi
the nasval base ot Nagnvanchueal. The Gest
clalined had alsa lost omer 40K G
aredl, where aoome RSN soldicrs srece roported missing.

STOF PIIESS

orce, sllrprise attnck on the urmy broe st Posnomm and
reparta phced anmy casunlties st over M, The LTTE, yovemnient
ghices. einfopcements, ineluding cosunundos, were cushod tn the

NEWS BACKGROUND

War and peace : Best chance lost

Mervyn de Sliva

he ruli-perty selecl  Commibies,

sppoirted an & private manier's mo-
bz bzblad by Mr. Bangala bMoangsingha
#-sirthala PP of the Sn Lanka Procdam
gorty, the largest oppositian narty, s
Tailcad 10 rudeh “consansus™ on “a poltzal
packags” acceplable tothe Tamil padla-
resling parties. 15 thiz tha erchaf the rooeg
Tor “law-jaw" Y Dues this lsswe no clhes
opticn BUt “war-war F Il does ssem ga.
But this much ig sertain, | was the best
charse thal ceme our way-in the long,
Gasparabe quest for pesoe, Consider tha
following:

i} - The resolution was inlvsduced by 8
Muemberof the Sr Lanka Frocdoern party,
Ere padrky which intraduced the Sinkalk
Linly Gillin 19606, and thetefore regardod
B the auibenlic champion of majorily
Sinhalz Interesls Ulisalsothe parywhich
dave the Iorcmest place to Budohism.
Maohndy can challengs tha credestials of
the SLEF an the Nalioral Gussticr.

i} |5 chairman wee recoqnisad By all fhe
parlics inpardiament 33 & maderaks oo Lhis
and connecled issues; andl respecled by
mosl WPs B3 Bn bonaat, cleon aed plai-
n-speaking paliclan,

i} Allthe pardics and Lhe pediamentany
groups - that - miatlered with the conspl-
ouous excefilon of gm-LTTE members,
dparovad theintiathes and Koked forward
b prodastive cutcoma,

If it was soon sxpassd 16 crilcism, the
reason wes the fime-¢onsurning and to-
rladisly legelist natwre ol \he exercze.
Thrig was running Quf, The: 'Tigers' appes-
fed 1 beliava that the longar they fought,
he greatss tha armiy casuslilios and larger
Ihe {emitary the LTTE would bald. In other
wiurds, B negatisted scltlamant from a
postion of sirerdiey wes the LTTE's best
oolicn, essing thaf 1he actual chances of
cxparding the LTTE's arca of undisputed
cantralioihs antire Easten province wera

rernate, Syt the LTTE fought onocorflder
thet it eould dony The {Sichalal amy s
prafermed ahbjeclivi — conirol cwer toe
Enst gor that LTTE aziivily is raducsd ta
lemaniem asdlior small-seila guerdlla 2ot
wily, more by might en day.

While the arr's pasition has besn
censiderably stengthencd romtha daye
i§ was marehs confred fo eavily lorified
catmps, e East remaing fizreely dispuled
remitary, Hence iha dedision o gojor he
‘tgers "nock” - lhe Kilali offersivg, (he
biggest sines OFERATION LIBERATION
before the arrival of tha IPKE.

So muech for he military espect of she
peiitico-mildary. siuation mo "diplematiz”
iniEztive wae posaible s long as the armmy
ancdor s LTTE beliswed thil the balanoe
o [orces, on the grourd and politicelly,
toald b= phengadin ks favour The same
kagic also govemed the lhinking. of the
“mililaarisls” inthe govemmen| and Dafe-
nae eslablishirent The daath ol Prosi
dent Premadase who understocd The
external implicalions of theae opllons,
and the Impetunce of emphaszizing jae
w-jaw tooretain rnoderate minodity SUpapur
pwots in e alldmperient pell in Decs-
mberfianuary  presklential  contas:,
cpenad be door to-the mililansts,

Thea “shat” wae fired last month,. The
artry Lowls farge ceacaticg bub indliced
ENCLN Chiinage on the eremy 1o ensura
thst e Liilurs ko achieve 1he masdmum
RIM& e s & satback, not & did ool or mejor
rEnsekiEalk

Thesedwo developments — he fakiure
of s Mangals Moonesinghs Committes
10 deliver, and the Arme's inadility fo gve
hy guvemmant & chianeo Lo nagotiste —
Il that path wes chasen, fam & position
ol sirangih have now mads an ooening
For lhe nwo “minofy” lsaders o ploy
“neutral umpirez" ar indespandant mecdia-
Lars. bAr, Thondaman is a Tamil but an
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Indiam plantatan Tamillsaderwhais 2Eo
il Gabinet Mirizter, Mr. Mohammed is 3
U'NPar who has sended the pany &3 a
Crabinial Minigtsr. B today he holds she
oflice of Speaser, whose job in tha House
Iz tix baald Lhe soales everty: in shorl, the
el urnpire’

I i recent spasch ab a Mueslim Mzha
Vidyataya on Prophet Mahummed's bi-

rholsy, Mr. M. H. Mohammen said; Yoo "

cannat sahve problames by killing peophe:”
Any prablem g be sohved thrnlghmego-

tigtion. What of the price we are paying :

in terms of human fifs, in the ongaing.
war. What of the cost 1o the Gove -
roment 2 The war is the stumbling
Block to the country’s progress... all
pelitical partles should rise owear ahae
sectarian poliics..., Cur Preeident 1s 3
Icader wiho welcomes negotistion”.

While Mr. Mohammedis a Muslin, B, 5
Thondaman is a plantalivn Tamik In an
intenseny with Roshan Pleks, e Toursm
menizser wha s alse boes of the DWE, the
largest tracks univr of plastsinn kbogr
sad:

“I am gelting impatient, and so are
the Tamil-speaking peapia, about the
problem inthe morth and cast,

“Ara you tor & eferendem 2

“l'am allfor a proper refarendum, mnot
an apalogy for 8 referendum.” |7 the
reEererdum on & rorhaast merger, the
paoulation balanee rninds one of HO-
SMILA, excapt that tha Maslims are anly
a third in the E_.P. Butthatthird can deside
1z final verdict — yas or no to A mesger.
Whila tra religlon ESLARM raminds one al
Bosnia, =nguage s crucial. Unllks o
muslims in the Sinhataress, themuslims
i e mast speak Tl Monsthaless, i
religion, iz a stranger force right now han
language cerainly in sitJations of violsni
condlict: whete collectiva idanlitios . are
crucial.

=
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SELECT COMMITTEE

Proposal for a Solution to the

North-East Question

. Hon. Mr. Speaker

1. [Irefertotheietter sentby Mr. Mangala
Moonesinghe, Chairman of the Parliame-
ntary Select Committee for resolving the
ethnic issue to you and appearing in the
Hansard — Column 3245 of 16ih Dece-
- mber 1892. In this letter it is stated that
_ the members of the Select Committee
representing the UNP, the SLFP, the
SLMC, the CP and the LSSP as well as

Messrs. K. Sirinivasan MP and Basheer.

Segudawcod MP have reached agres-
ment onthe establishment of two separate

- .councils for the North and the East and
. to'treat the North and the East as two

distinct provinces and on a scheme of
devolution similar to that which obtains in
-India in the administration of the Stales.

" The leter also states that the MEP’s
i representatwe supported the de-merger
. of the North and East and that the two

“members representing the six Tamil politi-
cal parties and the members representing
the CWC did notagree with these conclu-
sions. ;

Since we are opposed o the merger
of the North and East, we have been

; : advocating the de-merger of the tempora-
- rily merged provinces ever since this te-

mporary merger was effected. | therefore

‘welcome the decision of the six political
. parties that these two provinces be de-
-merged. The two provinces were tempo-
“rarily merged by means of an emergency
regulation. | recommend that they be de-
-merged without delay also through an
emergency regulation.

‘2. Devolution of Power to Provmces

The above-mentioned letter states that
the five parties referred to have agreed
that a scheme of devolution similar io that
which obtains in Indiain the administration
of States be adopted. In this connection
| wish to point out that in view of the

differences between India and Sri Lanka

not least the vast difference in size be-
tween the two countries and the situation
arising therefrom, the Indian pattem is not
necessarily suitable for Sri Lanka. | wish
to refer in particular to the devolution of
power in regard to law and order and state
land which for reasons stated below. |
consider should be vested in the Gove-
rnment and not devolved in provinces.

(a) Lawand Order
In the 13th Amendment to the Constitu-

tion the subject of “Police and Public
Order”, including the exercise of police
powers to the extent specified in Appe-
ndix | is devolved on the province. In
the first place, this devolution of powers
over law and order to Provincial Cou-
ncils results in a proliferation of authori-
ties with conseguent unnecessary
expense. There will be as many as ten
Police Commissions, one for each Pro-
vince and a National Police Commi-
ssion. Each Police commission will co-
nsist of three persons so that thirty
persons will be appointed to perform
functions that are now largely perfo-
rmed by five persons comprising ihe
Public Service Commission. Secondly
‘the result of this devolution would be
to set up in the country nine police
forces each under a different authority
and atenth police force called the Natio-
nal Division. Although the LG.P. is
called the head of the Sri Lanka Police
Force will not be able to give any order
to any officer in any Provincial Police
force, since the D.I.G. who is the head
of the Provincial Police divisionis respo-
nsible to and under the control of the
Chief Minister of the Province. ltis clear
that under this set-up the maintenance
of law and order in the country wil
become extremely difficult, if not impo-
ssible. For example if a crime is commi-
tted in one Province and the perpetratcr
escapes into a different Province the
Police in the first Province will not be
able to apprehend the perpetrator as
they have no jurisdiction in the second
province. Even the Police in the second
province may not be able to arrest the
alleged offender if their jurisdiction
extends only to crimes committed within
that province. In any event the co-ope-
ration of the Chief Minister of the Provi-
nce will be necessary.

Furthermare the control of illicit immi-
gration and the smuggling in of goods,
including arms, ammunition and drugs
will be solely the responsibility of the
Provincial police force. If this police
force fails in its duty for any reason, the
Government will be helpless and the
very security of the state will be enda-
. ngered.

The Security of historic piaces of Bu-
ddhist worship such as Nagadeepa,
Seruwila and Deegavapiand the nume-
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rous archaeological sites in the North
and East will depend on the Provincial
police force and if these are in danger
of being damaged or destroyed and the
provincial police force fails for any rea-
son so that we may have a situation
similar to that which occurred in Ayo-
dhya while a separate police force for
lack of state may be appropriate in India
in view of the vastness of the country
and the size of the States, to have ten
police forces in a small country like Sri
Lanka is not only an unnecessary exira-
vagance but as pointed out above, far
from improving the maintenance of law
and order, it will prove. a hindrance to
effective crime prevention and even
endanger the very security of the
country.

For the above reasons | strongly feel
that the maintenance of Law and order
should be under the control of the Gove-
rnment and not be devolved to the
Provinces.

(b) State Land

Land is one of our most valuable resou-
rces and unlike in India it is a scarce
resource. State land should be develo-
ped in accordance with an integrated
plan covering the whole country. The
devolution of power over state land to
Provincial Councils results in such land
being split into nine parts making inte-
grated development in the interests of
the whole country and all its people
impossible. Furthermore, the benefits
from state land should be available on
an equitable basis to ali citizens of Sri
Lanka irrespective of the community to
which he belangs or his place of reside-
nce. This is rendered impossible by the
devolution of power over state land to
Provincial Councils. For instance in the
Western Province where | represent
landlessness is acute, there is hardly
any undeveloped state land available
for alienation. It will be impossible to
solvethe problem of landlessnessinthe
Western Province if Pravincial Councils
where state land is available refuse to
alienate such landto citizens from outsi-
de the Province as they are entitled to
do under the present laws.

Devolution of all power over state and
land on Provincial Councils on the
Indian pattern will result in even merger



L S

lard dewvelonment schemes [such as
the Mehawsi scheme] coeming Ungaer
the Provincial Cownal which will hees
have the powvesr ba restrict setllemenl in
such schemaes eolaly to paraans resk-
cienl in that Prowines. In that event tha
Bl froem irngabon schames on
which the countboy ard 2 iLs Laxpavars
have spend wast sums of rocesny will
apcrud oca small seclion of e poopba
bhls weanld oo unficared Guils unjusti-
ficd

Paragraph 21 (&) ol Appendix Lin tha
fathe armendsuwen] 1o e conslilalion
SO A Prondowinl Colendst Lo inilis-
fe  |migatlon and Bod devesprnent
schamas within its Provings utilizing
water frmm rhvers flowing throwah moss
then ong Provines. ThE may lead to
cisputes belwasn Provinces in regasd
totha charing of iverwaterd. Aswe ass
awars tha siharing of nver waters has
Bezan thg cause of sericus dizpuies
B lweoreshades iy Incia (eon. he Ganes-
ry wators disulz), For tho above rea-
gan | arn diraly o Bhe e il conleal
caer all state End shiowekd Do eisled in
the {owemment and shauld nod ba
devolved on Provitcial Cadnglls,

| B eBlEo sirongly oppased to fhe
cemand of Tamd politeians that the
cemography of & Province should nnt
b= altemed as a result of satlemer o
colonisetion echames. In this conne-
cticen | cen dono better than guete fhe

reply sant by the Govemment o Prims
Binizter HF.I|I'|.' Ciarihi deatng wih ihis

durnend by tha TULF and sappesdng o
Haresard of 20002.86:

"The S3cliEmont of peapksin land
solicrmen| schemes musi nacazzan-
Iy e dernogragly alfths partico-
lar srea. The Cawernment al S
Lanks iz unsble 10 subacribe te e
vigw that inoseding of persons o
major selilemant schamss one most
encuera that the demography of tha
Dizmict for instance B nat 2lersad, I
this principia is followed the pronizmm
of landlesersss wiowld never ke
snlved end would reeaitin dizcriming-
linn balwean communilies and torso-
lieilying af the claim of the S Lanka
Tarmils thid g Moedthom and Easberm
Provinces belong to tem as: heir
raditkanal horeland which view tha
S Lanka Goworrmend doss oot
Accept. From: heth & pollicsl and
enrennnd Stand-gainl, tho vicw that
the dersagraphy of e pravinces ar
catrict should not be altered b see
miryg of pereons in rmeor sehlemgent
schemesintre Morthem and Easlemn
Frovincss cannet be gccspted by the
SriLanka Govemment as a bazls far
land saillemant”. [ocolums BE, pass
5.3 of Hansard 2000286

I entimly agres wilh ths ahoie | mlsa

carsider fhal he [Wlowing  eubjscis

should 1ot Be dovclvod.
il Aarchagalogical sites
Srdenl ard Hsborical monemenis
2] siles wreparl af cir hertzage and
sliculd theralcra e placed urnder the

cunlred and protecion of tha Guwe-
resmcnl Mo power cnesr frese shauld
Exa ganvohvad on Peawiandia)- Caunails,
i Parts

For securlly femsans all pars should
EBe under the soditrel o the Gove-
rament. Under st 1 anly mior ports
ar placed undar Gowsrnmeanl gos
rilred,

4. TheUnit of Devalutdon

Whers dewolution was et propasoed &
T yvizars ago-| werg of the view that e
ik o dovalulion should be the Beaonal
Lhiztnicl s crnvisaged in the Bandaranai-
ke-Chelvanayagam Pocl, Howeovar, by
tha 15t Armendment 1o e Canslitalivn,
tha Fravinoswas made e unil ol devalu-
ligm. Sut ] sl conscler thial g domarcated
HAeqional District is the bos] unil ol devalu-
tice for this counlry ared el the vas
BFpEnaa incumed an mainizining Gove-
rriors, Chef Ministers and Miristars of
Frovimzisl Counciz g 1obally unnoussssny.

Ry wiow i& that the queshon af m.ghnziq

riygiunal unit of devolutian shoull ey

seriaus conslderation even ab this slage.
Heawewor, whearevar the unit af ceacdulion,
Tl pevwars deviohved on Prowinsn Do
Nty in respect of the maters felorod iy
abchve, ey, police and pobiic arder,
gtate [ared, irchgolkogical sibse 2nd poids
ghauld be wilhdiswn and vested i the
Govemment,

Lakshman Jayakody
KL Far Gargahiz, District
Aomber of e Saiscl Commiftes

JDII‘Il response by 7 Tamil pnlltmal parties to the “Draft Intenm
Report” submitted to the Parliamentary Select Committee (PSC) -
by its chairman on 11.3.93.

The longrawaltad Interm Heoor, which
Wis submilled lelhe PG ina ™ Draft" form
by s Chadrmin, 15 Balh a revelation s
Wl as 2 rdnesesnl Lis revealing in the
sensy, il conlimms the lack of will of tha
Sinzla polity representod in Padiamend,
regardiess of whether it is the ruling UNP
arthe maor oppasiion, the SLFP, Lo comsa
ko gripe with the legitimats qravnnsos dned
aspirationz of the Tamll Peaple,

it is @ non-gvent in the sense o so =
llezd "Ciraf™ is B merg elaborstan of The
sl himded ceartotne Speaker af Padia-
ricnt End the: Chaimmer of the FS0 oo
Docamber 16 1982 contsining whal was
ECrmrasd The "majonby decision” of sho PEG.
The hamding owar of the node by tha
Chairman, which was dong without co-
risulting tha PSC. can oniy ne irderpraled
A58 rasponsa 0 the non-acceplancs by
tha Tamil Partes on December 14, 1002

mads public through the media, of he
majarity declsion” reached al lhe PEC
Mesting of December 11, 19592 W0 da-link
the presestly merned Molth-Easlern Pro-
uinre.

We donat cangsler il chligaltry lokasp
rapaating our baeic pesibon whicl baos
been placed adinfiniturn Betfoae She PSG,
collatively ag well as Individuady, by the
respaciive Temil Palitcal Padios, Howe-
VEr, WB Considar it nepessany 10 mspond
alhez=1 brisfly 1o-the atedm Aeoort which
Gaddhy licks substancs snd hes now Do
mde. public, =0 a5 10 resch old dirslly
L the Sinnzla Peopie ard the Inberalio-
nal Coonmunidy and explain oo gosilicn
and apprehensions,

(1) Firstly, the s calied “majority deci-
ion” contalned in the "drofl” Intenm Re-
port, which pamarnily =zcks fo de-ink the

already merged Nodh-Easion Province,
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152 e e=lablishment of fwn ook
units of admimstaalicn for the Norbem
and Ezstem provirges'] s only a rafis-
ction of a hias acainsl e continuaton of
1he mergar that fad already bean built-in
it one of the main lens of referance
of the P20 (o "o arive at a podtics
acidtion Wothe questian invalv ng the o=
vilution of powar o fhe Mothem and
Esstem Pronvinces'),

We, the Tamil Political Parise, nene-
rthe=ea, decide] 10 partaka in the effods
of the PEC st sohving e MNabonal Cus-
stion since we behewed Ul a consansus
coold emsve hal would zddress the
regiimaie grievzsnces of lhe Tami-spea-
king FPeoole akdd, tharcby, sstishy their
keqitmale agpiralons,

But It i noww clear 1o us, basad on
repesis gl we have recaived fiom va-
riaus sodrces, noluding our own resdrls



on the ground situation, that the de-linking

of the presently merged North-East Provi-

nce has already been set-in motion as a
political decision.

In the above context, the “majority
agreement” of the PSC totally disregards
the unanimous demand of the Tamil Pa-
rties as regards the need for a unified
politico-administrative entity for a clearly

" defined territorial unit. We are of the opi-

- nion that such a unit, which has historically

" been apredominantly Tamil-speaking Re-
gion, is essential to safeguard and foster
the identity, security and the socio-econo-
mic advancement of the Tamil-speaking
People.

" In addition, the “majority agreement” is
a reflection of a process that is already
taking place — a procees of fragmentation
of a unified politico-adminisirative entity
and geographical region that was conce-
ded to and accepted by the Tamil People
and its polity as an alternative to the
. demand for “Eelam”.

Further, the ground reality also exposes
the futility of the attempt by the Chairman

~of the PSC to affix the term “draft” to the
- Interim Report so as to give the misleading

. impression that the search for the ever-

. elusive “consensus” is still on. By tabling

* aninterim Report, “draft” or otherwise, the
‘process has in effect been brought to an

- end and fore-closes any further conside-

- ration of substantive matters. :

‘{2) Secondly, as far as the devolution
‘package is concerned, we note with some
relief that the “draft” Interim Report has
- conceded that on the basis of evidence

that it had received from public servants
“the devolution contemplated in the legi-
slation relating to Provincial Councils had
not been fully implemenied”. However,
what is inconsistent and misleading is the
“majority agreement" to “adopt a scheme
of devolution on lines similar to those
obtaining in the Indian Constitution”.

Here it must be clear to anyone who
knows the basis of the Indian Constitution,
in relation to the scheme of devolution,
that the basic unit of devolution is the
linguisitc region — except in the case of
the Hindi-speaking Region which by natu-
re of its sheer size could not be treated
as a single State. It must also be noted
that Sections like 2,3,4,75 & 76 in the Sri
Lankan  Constitution, which militates
against meaningful devolution, are not
found in the Indian Constitution. Further,
in the context of the “majority agreement”
at the PSC, where the concept of a single
Tamil linguistic Region with a unified
politico-administrative entity has been ne-
gated, the scheme of devolution reco-
mmended can hardly be based along the
lines of the Indian Constitution. We also
note with concern that the scheme of
devolution contemplated by the majority
members in the PSC, based on positions
taken during the deliberations, is not co-
nducive to crucial subjects such as law
and order and land being fully devolved.

(3) In addition to the above, we also feel

compelled to place on record what could
be a case of deliberate distortion in the
“draft” Interim Repori. While the Report

individually identifies the Parties compri-

sing the so-called “majority agreement”
(ie the UNP, SLFP, SLMC, CP, LS3P as

well as the “independent members” K.

Srinivasan and Basheer Segudawood), it

fails to identify the 7 Tamil Parties which
had collectively placed the 4-PT Formula
before the PSC, while only referring by
name to the CWC and the TULF. We see

.this as yet another childish attempt at

trying to conceal a Tamil consensus on

_the guestion of the unit of devolution.

In view of the above acts of commission
and ommission, not to mention bad faith,
we the 7 Tamil Political Parties have
decided to reiterate our opposition to the
so-called “majority agreement” contained
in the “draft” Interim Report submitted by
the Chairman of the PSC. In any event,
the “majority agreement” by no means
suggests a Tamil-Sinhala consensus, but
yet another shabby attempt at unilaterally
imposing a Sinhala sectarian opinion on
the Tamil People. The Tamil Parties repre-
sented in the PSC have therefore, also
taken the decision to dissociate themse-
lves from the contemplated future procee-
dings of the PSC. :

We, instead, appeal to the secular de-
mocratic forces working amongst the Si-
nhala Pecple as well as to the Internatio-
nal Community to mediate a solution to
the National Question that is just, rational
and equitable.

Sgd.

K. Premachandran EPRLF

G. G. Ponnambalam (JR) ACTC
S. Vinothalingan TLLO

D. Sithadthan DPLF

Shankar Rajee EDF/ERQOS

M. Kanagarajan ENDLF
Mavai S. Senathirajah TULF

' TULF Response

- Objective
~ The objective of this presentation is to
. explain:- .

(a) to the people of Sri Lanka and the
International Community why the T.U.L.F.
or the Tamil peoples cannot accept the
so called "CONSENSUS” resolution pre-
sented by the Parliamentary Select Co-
mmitlee;

(b} that thers is no political will among
the two principal Sinhala Political Parties
— U.NP. and SLF.P — 1o solve the
Tamil National gquestion; and

(c) the rationale of our fundamental
demand -

(i) an unbifurcated North-East
Province .
(ii) a Federal System of Government.

Historical Background:

No sooner than Sri Lanka (Ceylon)
received Independence, the Tamil people
began to experience what they had
always feared would happen under a
predominantly Sinhala Buddhist Gove-
rmment. The Plantation Tamil peoples
were disfranchised in 1948-49; they lost
Parliamentary representation' in areas

where they had been voters prior to Inde-.
pendence. The writing on the wall was

clear and Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam di-

ssociated himself with this immaral politi-
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cal fraud and announced the formation of
the Mankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi (Federal
Party). It was clear to him, and the Tamil
people who supported him, that-only in a
Federal set-up could a minority national
group, such as that of the Tamils, expect
a fair deal; and democratic environment
1o live in. It was evident that after the fate
that befell the Plantation Tamils the axe
would fall next on the other Minority natic-
nal groups, especially the Tamils from the
North and East.

The next scene in this continuing trage-

dy is post independent — S Lanka unfo-
|ded itself with the enactment of the more
withering “SINHALA ONLY” Act. which



renderad the Temnil people wirually illikcra-
ta and reduced thom o a pesiton of
uraguals glacing the Sinhalese peoplein
a distincvely superior posilion; this notwi-
thalianding Lthe rescliticn passed i the
State Council on 25.05.'44 that Sinhalosa
and Tamil shall become the Official La-
ngumge of Caylon with Messrs, 005, S
narsyike, SW.RID. Bandaranaike, JR.
Jayawardana emang cthars vollng for it

Evidartly the S Lankd Gowernmeant
had begiin 1o doperd.ona purely Sinhale-
== Elacorate and diemiszad the ras) af
the pecpie In dhe Island as winecessany
Heings ving on sufarance.

Apainertothisstitge, hadbesn mads
maniest In e Skale Council priar 1o
Indcpanderice whan 8 Pen-Zinhala
Boerd of Minsters waz insonsilivaly co-
natided 1o administer a really pluraliztc
mulili-athnic population,

The passane iharealber of the "Sinhela
Coby A in 1955 alzo introduced wilk il
a new phenorenon, tho use of violence
o coerge ared subordinate & mirdriby
which memly adiculetad a desire o e
canziderad &5 exjual cilizons. This pheno-
rmencn of using mejontanan vialehao o
render mingrities submissive later onba-
cisng recursent; and not merely the Tamils
from the Morth and East bul evan the
Flartatian Tamils ard the Muslims too
became grist 1o the mill of such pragressi
vely warsening Sinhaless vicknce. For
instance, the Tamis werd viclims of pre-
dakory wiceenoa in 1958, 1963, 1977,
1975, 14981 =nd 1983, Thae Flanaiion
Tamils wersunforungtes yicting of svany
anyy of Simhalesa recisbvialence, b more
£o partoulany in 1973 whan they ware
dlrbven i soek sanciuansin the Yanai and
Trincomales Distikcds, The Muslie psople
algg sllcred long after the pre-Incdepn-
ndence 18135 Acds from recent Sinheleze
recist assaulls in Gampola (1975), In Pu-
Tialam (1876), Galle and Boruwala {1092

Since 1977, sadly enough, ruthless vios
lerrss wae organlzed and 1ol oose on tha
Tamils by (e Sinhala State through ils
£em instrument thet should aclually pro-
iect tha divillans — the Security Fargas,

Mat only non-wlolery proloslks by Tamils
roaral  discriminatary  legislation arqd
administration were supkresssd by such
Sinhalz terrafsn bul also even withaut
4y apparsnt ceues there hawve boun
wanton Sinhele anslaughs, Notwilhsts-
nding th 1oss o lifs, propenty and the
suifaringa wrooght an e bumilialed Ta-
mile, te Tarmd Political Leadership hope-
lully and fenacously atruggled e toreach
& peacetul solution ko wes problemes of
Ineguliy and discrimination w48 dignily
and jusiice, by entaring irdle discuseons
with ruling Sl Lanka Gowsmments, Alas;
a8 Ihisa neqgalislions hoowvever erded in
raught.

T Bistowas e Bendarenalke-Chigs
leanayakam Pact of 1957 which haid out
eome pramise of alliying o few of the fears
ol tho Tarmil pecple in regard o iheir
polficel status. But his Pacl was tom up
fallowing lhe mlolsranps and threst posed
by soma of the Sinhalese ealremists co-
rpHsing & lew members of the Buckihist
Clergy end oppasifion pulilical leaders.
The newxt betrayal of trust oocurrad waen
thi Dudley-Chelyanayakam Factaf 1965
miet with the sama shodthe fale owing to
e Intpkerance and opposftion roaunked
by axtramict elements Wit ard without
the ranks of s Govemment.

The siluation In the seventles; Increa-
singdlzcriminstion againstthe minor-
tles

I the ninekocn sevantzs it becams
Quile clear 1o the Tamil peapie, Snd e
lerdership, that they cannot place thoir
thith arsymora incthe Sinbalese Sita, The
savanties ushewsd in o perod which
heaped upon Fig Tamils mare and mor
uEscrimingion and further repe:ted regu-
lar sufterngs

ta} dizcriminailon. agaeinst Tami siy-
dinls andin contraal a favoered breatment
forSanhala Sidentsinmaking admissions
b fhe Universities;

(h)  drafiing and acgopting a Constiution
nelther wilh he lagitimets paricoabon of
tha Represantaiiyes of tha Tamis norwith
any sorsitidity. to the asplrations of the
Tarmd peaple;

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

(ch rernowal of Adicles 29 of the 1047
Constiution and abalilion ¢ the Sonale
beth o which had aforded soene sembla-
N of deterrence 1o the snactmant o
disciminatory legislabon injurifg  raciil
&nd refigicns minontes;

[ enshrinement of Quddhis! 2= the fa-
renost rellglon: of a muti-refigiaus hithora
soCular countny;

{80 embodving Sinhaka as thaonby O -
cial Languane in [he Sonstitition Az=if

{fi  palticlsstion and grester Sinhalisa-
tion of the Publlc Servica bo the disata-
Mage of M minoatiee in partcular he
Tamils; &nd

g} declaration of the Swte a3 Unitary
therdtny pra-empting  the possibility. of
poweer eharingg with lhe minortes in a
multi-clinic seckety.

Az a result of all theso invidioushy discn-
minatary and partisan actans, e Tamil:
peapla lost confidence b tha Sinhala Bis-
ba; the Tamil Yauth, = particalar withdrew
their frugl in pariamentany processes and
soughd other ways and rwsans of geining
redress io-heir grisvencas which alroacy
had been demongziratod by dizconiented
Sinh=la ¥ outh in the JVF upnsing in 1571,

b1 1974, the dizcorien] ard distrusf of .
the Tami Youll got incurshly exseeig.
led bacause of the ynjuwst suppressive
nd brutal hardling by the govemment
aubvariies of the peacolul inkernetons|
Tamil Custural and Resesrch Canfercnca
Pl &y Jaling in 1974, Tha removal of
Article 29 and analitan of she Senste oo .
reat conslibiie mers Cansttulicers:] ames-
ndments but are unilaleral otz of refra-
chigny from 8 solamn urdorslanding o
compacthatforrnedthe becrack cowhich
tha British commended for acteptares
the Gonslitulicr of 1947 10 the mirorities.
Tha Tamil lesdership being pridenthy
spprehernsive ol thefregile shdwakarabla
prailon of the mincdiies under B peama-
nent Sinhald ragority rule follawing She
ransier of power had [obSied for "hala-
nced reprasantztion”. As fegred, since
1972 the datinctively eminent place 2ooo-



rded to Buddhism coupled with the consti-
tutional entrenchment of Sinhala as the
Official Language destroyed the secular
character of a multi refigious and multi
linqual polity; and instead elevated the

Sinhala Buddhisis to a superordinate

~ status resulting in making the minorities
~ unequal to them, permanently relegated
1o an inferior level with no prospects of
~ sharing power as equal citizens in a natio-
nal polity. '

Politicising of the Public Service in the
-cantext of Sinhala being the Language of
Government and Administration resulied
in the almost total marginalisation of the
Tamil Public Servants who were not profi-
cient in Sinhalese, a language unfamiliar
to them, and drastically reduced the cna-
-nces of entry of the Tamil speaking people
into the Public Sector.

The declaration of Sri Lanka as an
. “Unitary State” was a deliberate and mali-
' '.'c:ious ploy to foreclose any ways and
" means of responding constructively tothe
_aspi_rati'ohs of the Tamil people who saw
~_in a Federal set-up alone, the possibility

- of peaceful co-existence as equals in a

united country. It is not to our surprise that -

_ . inthis stipulation lay the seeds of the later
~ notorious Sixth Amendment of 1983
which viciously excluded from Office the
elected representatives of the Tamil peo-
- ple who refused to subscribe to the co-

" neept of an Unitary State.

Response of the Tamil leadership to
" the inequities piled on the Tamil
_minority in the seventies.

The cumulative effects of the degrada-
. tion that the Tamil people had to suffer
since Independence in the fields of public
and national life and driven the Tamil
Leadership to take two cardinal steps:-

{a} the Leader of the Tamil people, Mr.
S.J.V. Chelvanayakam, resinged his seat
in Parliament and challenged the Gove-
rnment to have him contested ata by-ele-
ction on the issue of the acceptance or
rejection by the Tamil people of the 1972
Constitution; and

(b) having won the by-election by a co-

8

nvicing majority and thereby having recei-
ved a mandate to reject the Constitution
of 1972, he declared that there was no
alternative now but for the Tamil people
to strive to regain their lost sovereignty.

Mr. 5.J.V. Chelvanayakam's declara-
tion was duly endorsed by the T.U.LF.
at its Vaddukkoddai Convention of 1976.

The end of the term of the S.LF.P.'s
regime in 1977 left the Tamil people in a
hopeless state without any solution in
sight whatsoever to any of their severe
problems. The discontented Tamil youth
in particular saw no hope of gaining any
remedy of their grievances through the
parliamentary process andbegantoplace
ever increasing faith in extra-legislative
measures; the Tamil people in general
were dissatisfied and remained sullen and
despondent faced with the aggrandise-
ment of the Sri Lanka-Buddhist communi-
ty in every sphere of public and national
life.

The post 1977 position: hopes belied
and the crisis worsens

Having experienced an era of aliena-

tion, suppression and silencing of them
through an escalating use of state terro-
rism, the Tamil people, yet saw some
flickering light of hope in the promises that
were held out in the U.N.P.’s Election
Manifests of 1977. This Manifests diagno-
sed the plight of the Tamils and acknowle-
dged that several grievances compelled
the Tamil people to demand a Tamil State
so as 1o live as citizens of the island in
peace and dignity. Consequently the
U.N.P. promisedtic convene around-table
conference to seek solutions to the pre-
ssing problems of the Tamil people.

Nevertheless, the post election 1978
Constitution only stifled any hope, and on
the contrary subordinated the Tamil peo-
ple to the Sinhala State still further, while
elevating the Sinhala Buddhisis as the
daminant group; and the round-table co-
nference was conveniently forgotten. The
Constitutional status of unitariness was
even more strongly reinforced by making
it wellnigh impossible to change that
status without recourse to a referendum
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in a country where the Sinhala Buddhists
remain an overwhelming preponderent
permanent majority, and the inevitable
foregone one sided result of such a refere-
ndum will offer no help whatever to meet
the Tamil minority’s hope and legitimate
aspiration.

The Status of Buddhism was constitu-
tionally given a more favoured position by
making it incumbent on the State to foster
and further the faith. As an earnest of this
four Bo-leaves were introduced into the
Sri Lankan Flag, the original design of
which itself had already hurt the senti-
ments of the minorities. Representation
accorded to the Tamil people in Parlia-
ment was further diminished by allotting
an equal number of territorial seats to all
provinces, regardless of their extent while
the disfranchisement of the Plantation
Tamils already had decreased represe-
ntation of the Tamil people. What had
been provided in an earlier prescription for

“distributing seats as a safeguard for the

minorities was now contrarily perverted to
enhance Sinhala representation resulting
in 74% of the Sinhala people being able
to enjoy 82% of the representation in the
Legislature.

The grafting of an highly ceniralised
Executive Presidency on a Parliamentary
Democracy, as was done, has not only
contributed to the devaluation of Status
of Pariament but also rendered it we-
lI-nigh impossible for the Tamil people to
realise their aspiration to share political
power through the means of devolution
and federalism.

As outlined above, diverse forms of
discrimination and outlawing fromithe poli-
ty were perpetraied through the ena-
ctment of a new and the use and misuse
of that constitution.

In addition, administrative actions conti-
nued to be taken so as to discriminate
further against the Tamils and alienate
them, while the might of the security forces
was deployed to ensure the fulfiiment of
these unjust objectives by suppressing
the peaceful protest of the Tamil people .
of the North and East.

{To be Continued)



Chairman Sees a federal solution on the Indian Model

The intenmm repart af the Parlsmantsany
Salech Somnuies, maEncated e Jnd @
GENTSENELE Salliian fo Me nalicnel qus-
Suan Wil be prazaniad o Fenlament aiter
Octaher 15 00 &0 lernees Wit Rita
svbastian Chednren of the Commilies,
Mangela Moonezighe, for he Kraf fime
since ha chaired Me discussions snewers
QUSRS FARM TR Wiy Do srorod g
modan far g Seigot Comnitise, o e
atensl aniiaaninnte o o Yoars af gy
hamaiians, (8 5235 federalism on e
Indllan rmodsl a5 8 posaie congiialiong)
seation o dho ooraibict

Q:  What made you mowe the motion
in Parlisment for 8 Select Commites
i find & consensus political soluiion
to the national guestion?

Ar el the courdry weas e meadd far
a peacelyl rezalgton of the padions co-
il Fawire judcred Lhe tempo in Parlia-
renl Bwan ooy estramist groups. For
the Frstfime there Wwas an coanrtuning (o
giel lhe wipciod reoressntaives, of el
shedza ol cainion, o collechvaly pursae
L pusstailily Tos al_!lzrnaca through discu-
esion. Had | moved thiz motice 5 years
ek it weoad nol Rave besn scceptzd
urEnirmoushy by al partiss That Slong is
arvachicvemen|. Mol Sircc indepondance
has the opposiicn snd cowsrnment sa
dorsm 1o find & sccticn. Earhag allompls,
first in 1267 whan the B¢l Lanxa Freedom
FPary {SLFF) reachsd sgreementyilbelag
Tetnil parlios B was oppossd vehemeniy
By the Unieg Madonal Parlty (UNP) in
cpoasition. I 1966 whean Prims Mirister
Dodley Senarmyvaks with S04, Ghialva-
riEirmenrng s anagreemsnithe SLEF
in poesr sabatsged 0. S0 yau the Skl
Prices Poven B0n plagvicg oalibics with the
nalional quastion.

O; Howr did the public respond 1o
vaur appesl for their padicipaiion in
the deliberation?

Az 300 or more memaranda came e,
We classifisd tom urddn political variss,
cther organEasiang snd undes thazs winn
cane esores She: Cormmilioe arvd gave
evideros.

;. Oid the Libaration Tigeve of Tamill
Eclam (LTTE} a% reparted submit a
proposal ¥

Az Mo all oshar Tamil paniss respanced
Lt the LT E maintained oy nuble silsmoce.
Sa it was doar et e LTTE was naot
preoarad o pasicinate o S0y eoenclie
Fians. It s untatunade hol the LTTE did
nulmaks usa ofthis bady carnprising bkl
gonemimtend . and  cpposilion, for any
aerrpnrmant with sush 2 body ekl faye
bon an agreemenlwilk both govemment
ard oppasiton. 5o it was pas ey S
fhiak wiliy the LTTE nat panicipazing t-are
Wil e novasy resoliasion af e condlicL
2 Haow then ¢an you achisve paace
when the main pary 0 the conflict

hasn'l participated in the peace nego-
tiations?

A;  The Cammiiles had ko now locs aut
for otner opticns o 2dheve neacs, which
weould take kanger, 2nd wkieh alsa rmeant
duvizicg rew slraiegiss.

02 Howr spcesssiul was thal oxarci-
ol ed's

A That mzinly wasta fon o pird of
Ihas mres of conflict namely the szt ard
iry to reium et Brea o peRcs arkl ro-
ks,

Q: Howwere you golng to da that?
A Jaliin BP, R Sricivasan propossd
2 saparalg urils, ons far tia norty with
fis B6% Tards, ang onc for e muolk-e-
nniz Bast winara there @& egual searnae-
ntzfices af 2l hsse sommunities, wilhin a
federal structure. At thet siags 40 ol e
ds rrembers of e Sl Commilae
anecod e 2 saporaio Frovincial Coenls
and g corstiution aimiler to that of 1he
Isedimn rmodel. The Carmmiites also by a
ity aygresd o diminish the powers
of the. concurran: st ar &licranzbe &kl
and dewalviz bam io e Provineial Con-
nmails. Thiswas cre grea whersiheconie
ird e provinces had dual powers. Inva-
riakhy the centre aszicma 19 lsull o e
poaers depaing e Provincial Soancls
end thersoy nullifeing e whoss puposo
of dewcdiilce.

;. What were the other areas aof
arjreamienl?

Az Hawing heard the-amiy give euide-
nce. tha cemmites wis of i dew, that
whareyer poesible, bath in = Aot
e, kil el mwsl o held.

d: Whal purpose would local ele-
clions sarwa?

A Balbin he sl ared sast Bere have
bean no efectians for the pas B yoirs
Peaple aremosily neslugon camps. Crly
B Govemoradmnatrates triass aroas. S50
el e bsaliwet orpoople e parlcipate
in the eactiona 2 et ey ance aauin
nedvsedt b admimislaring thesr own sfisirs,
ard 2lzo throw up acme new leaco s,
FurinslanceaTamil Pradeshesya Sakha,
which ia an enzite of governance cauld
clgch iks e feprasantalives toogovern it
oansarss, Sa by cbhnging = & Swilian
demierony like what hazpened in thie
Eouth with trhadanziha Virnukl Beramdng
[P

2: When did the Tamii parfics toge-
ther with Ceylon Workers Congress
(WG President 5. Thondmanan
maove st of the Solect Committas?
A When it waa agreed 1o ol wo
Provincial Capncils mr ks rarls and east.
;. What ebout the Sil Lanka Muslim
Congrass [SLMCTT

Az They agreed ol lirst le the delinking
of I bwa provinces, but i=ter charood
welr reael aind mowed out of the Cormimi-
N Bul there am g number of Muslims
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and Tarmnils inthe Select Commiites. Thie
Kl [or 2 saparata Counciis cime abo
whin same of he Sinhilcses ard Muslins
gave evitlince beluore the Cormmittes.
Thuir cantantion was 1hat e seaiicee.
r=al merger had taken ols wilhow
Askg e puopka. So they wanted 3
rafarendum to desddae tho igsua.

il s unlonunsis that these  parlics

snould have taken & necstive al il aod
recetsed oot while e whels purpose af the
HEroise was 1o seswhether ather colices
could beloaked infelike o re-demdrcasion
of hitelanias whsre you can stll achisve
a mergad noch exsl O vau cauld e
A sapurale monslitutionsl struciors where
you have 2 ezaarate Colndls and Apes
Dy clotiod By the 2 Cousnelswilh achi-
nistrative powesrs ower e rarlbces, 1l
would as swisly both dernands, & mie-
rger ard de-reariee Nongol lhssa partas
ware willing 1o-caplors by possibilites.
Q:  Heowe would your Commlttes zook
to Bchieve peace given these co-
netralnts?
A: Einca the LTTE has raol come fo-
reand s Wl Bave 1o tsks a more
profracted ard circddous mike, Thess s
Pl i Lhe soalh and ecorarric 3oty
is ol neuotake oroviding absana insamyg
ta the popiiladion, The sirategy of ihs
Sekeot Cammotze therelnre is G poovids
the irfraztructure for doveloprerd in the
past, Thars ia on hokl SAG mnition U5 -
dodars slreany piodyed. for devalopment
0! L nortb sast by che idarsation ) o
iy,

Thiera isa posaibilityof 2 higaweys, ong
to Trromiales ardlpnc o Batlicz laa. This
wouidimmediately generatapisnty ol o
far peopiain the proy s as e s ot
Tarmilg ion heeorlk e e sastin sezrsh
Gl jabes. Already as & resuftaf the B0sEes
deveapment shialagivs in the east rew
agricuiiura exoorts allackling 1o e
mes af shie e poopla. Tne Australian
governmant hias alieady slarled building
A intenddiona girpor in Hingusakgoda
b zefvice the mew expols s cnoe
taunsm develops he east il naturzlly
benaft. Trmoadsaan can alsu be rmade
Into 2 wxpor processing: Zoie And an
inciusirial enclave which Wil sleclforeign
lvestrnerd and provide the foonrariag lor
Hr Eaenoric sake-oHf, Sl poace cannot
L barbrnered out a1 the taale, poacs wil
E= araugnl ta o groaler geographic area
wRICT will gorerate new ermpalagres] and
incregaac Inecies 1eving arorism wi-
thant Shcs s,

0:. Wil the propasals of the Commi-
tlea b gdodnslod in Parlisment? and, will
some of them bo riplementad?

A: il s posaible that Pasianent mahl
apant i smallur group of MPs o s with
i lechmical team B implormen:a conei-
Feanil chings with & carcefd of Fadonalism
crt lines similar 1ot ndEan constiiution.
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AMID-EAST FEACE

Norway's Role

Stephen 5. Rozenfald

WESHIRGTON

P diplermacy midg o onagizl
conitbution in sethag up secrat bzeaell-Ha-
iestiniantalks and, beyand ihat, Insteedng
thoge takes ioward ackeerment, Ik all the
cefenretion of Middle Eaat pescemaking.
hiowewer, the assumption 2eemaiobe that
the lecifating and medisting rale of amall,
indaperdant MNarway i owver. ls it Tha
question b=are centrelly on how the paeos
process hed baat now procesd.

H had becoma almost an article of faith
Tnt oriye A wineaals Snwsrican rle couakd
Induce suspicius . Baels and Palast-
nlans ta ke, g e Uinilad -Slkies, he
necessan: concessions that they cowed
nit make to each ciher. The well-pablic-
=d onest of Secretary of Siale Warmen
Christophersdirect pereanal invalvemsnt
padisr in ihssummer had bsen widely and
posilively taksn 85 confrmaticn af LA
SaUEH=s 05 wall American essanbia-
lily.

The unigua supespower s@ius of the
Lnitad States mekss tihe dominantacior,
by acts forgome if nol by acts comnitied,
gwan whan e visible mole i qubded. But
al tha cutling =dgs of day-to-day pelicy
inifative, e is o i play. This wa
coaak] see, lncking Backwand, when BMo-
rwaEY'S PArt in he yoadong bock-channesl
Micdla Ezsi neqodiations was rewsalog

Arfirsiihe comeanimpression waes hial
e MNorwegizns nad Ly sone quirk of
argimstange leand thaisway ko a gambit
That by Shmnce ardd good oriuns bappe-
ned Wiy G, Bal then it becama clear
bzl 1wz Morwegians Fad given ws all a
leszon In practcal statesmanship.

Thelr aomess and Ihair acceolirce
came notfromchanceorinlrusvonessbut
froan the peolractod dalineraie. cultheation
of camiacts ared the buildEnn of credibiliny
with lzrdels Leher Parly by Nomway's
Laborgovemmcri]as wall2swith Palesh-
niEne (Erough Morsay's wark i Hurmanis
iarian relief and peacekeeping].

{ine can guess that the evident disinla-
el of thiz Mewdic cauntry &1 a pardicular
Kiddle East autcome helped make Osle
palatalie a5 & go-belween. Thisis ontop
of the delt peolessionalism of Foreign
Hinister Jahan dargen Halsland s aidos.

They brought into the same reom, and the
sarmelaxls, o e s dislrugiiod parties
iry L warkd.

| SUSEoet there wins o e considera-
fion, In-deakng wite Mopeay, the pariies
coulkd iy and fail in retztive obectly and
witihcud all the drama, ol A plblicily
that ahend Amencan padicipation @ ro-
Qional dplornsey. e sesrane faied in
Mares, Ib ol nob ne e end of a
woarkl.

The progresa may alss eolleal e
changs fhat comes owvear A negodiston
batwsen two smal-fiy when a big shos
jins in. The small-ry cen hardly =wail
SRl S0 ¢ their leous from negote-
ling wilh sach clher 10 seeking the big
shal's fuvor.

Sorne ol nal rnilior and relesiva tu-
rning bo Wasknghon s boied o b noy
only unavoidable hut usshld a8s owenls
e an. We Amencans nEve cur wiata-
giz and economic intersata W b, shill,
he horses, includirg monoy ard o ndiarg
and & diplemalis pracliced in evenhends-
dness, We havs a prosdent who, aspa-
ARy ke the RabinsAralal oelravagsnze
End wih all Bl arghnsis on domestic
=Hairs, iz now plainhy terrmbedd Dy haghne
Middle Exst sngagersnt.

Buf what intriguss me is whather iaras-
fiz 2nd Pelestnians mey natfeel psyvehice-
gl liberated by thair success in ke-
mmanrg out, pracically by themsehes,
ih= path-brezking sooobita on sl e
cognibon and first-elage Paleshiman so-
H-rule,

Tha pertes regularhy claim 0 speak,
after al, in the name o carveg oul Tair
cwn netional destinies. Given e tct ard
nebit of thair deoendency, they may ro-
main prodeundly amblvalen: akxout practi-
cing the independence they profoss, But
as thay seek 1o covacliclate i bres-
Rthrouah, d may noBnger b so carlan
shat the o will need the neeiatdy oo
voice and largs weight af e Lisiled
Slaiee svelry step of the way

If thiz is 2o, them Wazhingfosy will want
to prepans bo stay a hit rermoed o somea
of the parties’ procesdings, Momway or
aome other apomprale wordd cikzen
might sti ofar 2 hard. This mighl irokbia
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SCrTIE AR, wnd nol just For reReonE
of pride: The Uraed Siaies Pas fdasce
12 e imvcived In e mawing o any lirga
and risky Middle East sailiamenl il will be
czbad on bo wnderwnte. Alreary K Cl-
nlkon has b=en jumpsd By criflcs clibg the
secrat Mopway telka a3 eviderce ol s
irralewviance or inspinese. The right seap-
nsa isthat Middle Eas! peace camasfins,
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Norway’s peace brokers forged Mid-East breakthrough

A Norwegian leam of four,
headed by Minister of Foreign
Affairs Johan Jorgen Holst,
played a vital role in bringing
about the historic peace
agreement between Israel and
the PLO which was signed in
Washington on 13 September.

The basis for parts of the agreement —
which could be the first step along the path
to lasting peace in the Middle East — was
in fact laid in the minister's private home.
The Norwegian contribution has by no
means gone unnoticed in the US capital.
“The world is indebted to Norway,”
President Bill Clinton said at a press
conference.

Direct Israeli-PLO negotiations started

in Madrid in Qctober 1991, constituting

what Johan Jorgen Holst called “the front

-door to peace”. What the world did not

know was that Norway had opened a back

- door, playing an “honest broker"” role in

negotiations which formed an alternative

to the deadlocked talks in Madrid, and

later in Washington. President Clinton’s

administration was aware of the outlines

of what was happening in Norway, but by

- its-own wish, was not informed of the
details.

Johan = Jorgen Holst described
~ Norway’s role in the peace process at a
press conference in Olso, reveling thatno
less than 14 Israeli-PLO meetings lasting
23 days had taken place in Norway under
conditions of deepest secrecy, 11 of them

during the past four months. The

delegates’ task was to hammer out a draft -

proposal for an agreement which could be
accepted by both sides. “Qurmission was
to mediate when the two sides felt the
need of it,” said Holst, Both Israeli foreign
minister Shimon Peres and PLO
delegation leader Abu  Ala [ater
characterized the Norwegian contribution
as indispensable.

According to Holst, the negotiations
were conducted in three phases, a
preparatory phase from January 1992 io
January 1993, an “academic” phase from
January to March of this year and direct
negotiations from April to August.

FAFO led the way

. Norway’s directinvolvement as a secret
mediator came about through FAFQ, the
Norwegian Trade Union Centre for Social
Science and Research. Since 1988,
FAFO had been working on a study of
living conditions for Palestinians in the
occupied territories, commissioned by
Norway’s former Minister of Foreign
Affairs  Thorvald Stoltenberg. This
secured them coniacts among both
Israelis and the PLO and fostered
sufficient confidence to open up an
alternative diplomatic channel in Oslo.

FAFQ played a major role, acting as an
intermediary in up to 20 telephone calls
a day between the sides. In the best
traditions of shuttle diplomacy Holst also
followed Shimon Peres to Stockholm and

Helsinki when the Israeli foreign minister
paid official visits to the Nordic capitals last
month. He met with Peres in the evenings
and continued his secretive efforts.

On 20 August, Israeli and PLO
representativesinitialled atentative peace
agreement in Olso, in the presence of the
Israeli foreign minister, Shimon Peres.

Family atmosphere

The Oslo team of four consisted of two
married couples, Holst and his wife
Marianne Heiberg, who led the FAFO
study group, and FAFQ head Terje
Rod-Larsen and his wife Mona Juul, who
Works in Holst's secretariat. Holst speaks
highly of the contribution of the other three
and is also firmly convinced that the family
atmosphere helped break down the
barriers of suspicion and reserve. and
gradually got the adversaries onto good,
even intimate, terms. :

When the going got hard, talks were
broken off to allow the participants to take
a stroll in the nearby woods or to enjoy
a good meal together, in order to restore
the convivial atmosphere.

The role of Norway's peace brokers has
been praised throughout the world and at
home Prime Minister Gro Harlem
Brundtland called it “the biggest triumph
in the history of Norwegian foreign policy.
All - four mediators were President
Clinton’s guests when the agreementwas
signed in Washington.

— Norway Now

CORRESPONDENCE

1948-49 Disenfranchisement

AM. Navaratna Bandara and Sumanasiri
Liyanage state in their paper, “Sri Lankan Conflict”
- Consociaticnal Solution” (LG, Oct. 15) that the

main objection to the Citizenship Act No. 18 of

1948 and the Parliamentary Election Amendment
~ Act No. 48 of 1849 “came not from the Tamil
representatives but from the parliamentarians of
the Left parties”. This is only a partial truth, initially
highlighted by Kumari Jayewardene. Aclarification
is warranted so that the views of the Tamil MPs
. who opposed the 1948-49 Disenfranchisement
Acts are properly interpreted.

In my view, the phrase “main objection” should
be qualified in terms of the number of MPs who
were elected to the 1947 parliament. As all know,

-the number of MPs representing the Sinhalese
constituencies were higher than that of the number
of MPs representing the Tamil consiiluencies.
1947 election retumed 15 MPs from LSSP and
BLP. Three MPs represented the CP. Of these
18 MPs representing the Left parties, around 10
owed their election to the support of the Indian
Tamil voters. So, one can easily comprehend why
the MPs of the Left parties cpposed the 1948-49
Disenfranchisement Acts. With all due respect to
their principled stand on ihe rights of ethnic
mincrities in 1947, one could infer that the
opposition to the 1948-49 Disenfranchisement
Acts provided by the Left MPs was just aknee-jerk
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reaction to a “life-death” situation threatening their
representation in parliament. Later events
{especially the post-1860 behavior of the LSSP
and CP on the issues of ethnic minarities) proved
that the 1948-49 response of the Left parties was
just that.

Among the twao major parties which represented
the Tamils in the 1947 parliament, Tamil Congress
has 7 MPs. Of these seven, two (S.J.V.
Chelvanayakam and C. Vanniasingham) opposed
the 1948-49 Disenfranchisemeant Acts and split
from the TC to form the Federal Party. All the 7
MPs (whichincluded 5. Thondaman) representing
the Ceylon Indian Congress opposed the 1948-43
Acts. Arithmetically speaking, 9 MPs representing
the parties of Tamil interests opposed the 1948-49
Acts, while 5 MPs supported these Acts. Also, C.
Suntharalingam, one of the two Tamil Cabinet
ministers in the D.S, Senanayake regime resigned
from the Cabinet in 1948 to express his oppositicn
to the two Disenfranchisement Acts.

Sachi Sri Kantha

Osaka BioScience Institute,
Japan.

Ancestral Homes

Mr. A Y.S. Gnanam, inaletterto the Island (27th
October) reveals how {when he was president) Mr.
J.R. Jayawardena had vested his ancestral home
in Grandpass (then owned by Mrs. R.T.
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Abeysekera) in the government only fo be foiled
by President Premadasa's decision to divest the
property. One wonders how the country's interests
would have been served by such an acquisition
at the taxpayers' expense.

We recall that the house at Turmret Road where
Mr Jayawardena grew up was sold to the Chinese
government for its embassy and, later, during Mr.
Jayawardena's regime was acquired by the
government with taxpayers’ money, at ten times
the price which the Chinese had paid for it, for the
purpose of making it a J.R. Jayawardena
Museum. A grateful public setting up a museum
posthumously for a departed leader is one thing.
For an elected politician transiently in office to use
taxpayers' money to set up a museum to
perpetuate his name is quite another matter!

More recently we read that Mr. Jayawardena
had gifted his house in Ward Place "to the nation”
— but this too was for the storing and exhibition
of J.R.J. artefacts.

When Sir John left his Kandawela estate to the
nation he did not stipulate that it should be used
to perpetuate his name. It was used by a grateful
nation to set up a Defence Academy. -

It would seem that to Rr. Jayawardena the
perpetuation of his name is a "national purpose’’.
- Piyal Gamage

Colombo 4.
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F leis
The Presidential Election

Arden

v omid-1282 1R, Jayewardsne's

mind wes full of the ganeral slecticn
thatwasduaineyear. Ha hed manyideas.
O 8 Juby cabinet spokasman A de Ahws,
Montzter of State, ansaunced & whale ot
of chenges that were o be mace in the
electicn laws. Coming sfter Katawana and
Panaclura, e ndling  parly's plan Lo
rgdle wWith e cleckion ws on the sva
of tha peraral alscion was cause for
alarm. The proposals indoded:

1. Shorening the parcd baiween the
ariruncement of pediementany &ls-
clions and the date for namenatkns
from 14 dayeta T

2. shedering he poriod botwvoen tha
annguncunent o presidantial sls-
Elans and the dice lor romnations
frowe 6 diys ka7,

d. Shedening the poriod bebesen no-
mirwilices  for. padiamentany  sle-
dians and voling faom 3-9 weeks 1o
2 wesks ard

4.  Sherienirg the pedod for anmina-
fiors far presldantial cleetions. dricd
EING Teams 1-2 manihs e 2 weasks.

[Aallihese changes would eonfarma-
larial advantages onthe nuling pary
wibich could prepars its cancaoatas
befare arsairaing b dalos far no-
mlrsalioes ard wolagh

B, Making the allacabicn of rmdio =nd
inleseisian tirme e purtiesdiscretiona-
oy by adirinisirative decisicninstead
of mandatary;

&, Changing the defzraticen ws ma-
wing it cEligatany far rowspapers

a) o provida finsncial gecuriby for
civrgigus claimsd in defamation
actions against thern; and

B} tocease pubdcatin unlil securi-
bywes provided. (A mare unfoundsd
ackon coopkad with a demand far
hetany darnages could ailance & ne-
WEnapET a1 elaction tme.)

1. Chenging the canstiution 1o asme &
21 day pericd affer elechans dudng
which glected members  souk]
chanos padies “or e pusgpase of
fssaning @ slable gavernmant™;

B Alcalng the presklent 10 dissolye &
patizenl clecled by popular vola,
it his soie discralion, st any fims;

0. Mdhoesing the sarving president ta
eeek re-slaction before hls stzhijory
term of & years, afler fhe oxpiry of
4 years;

10.  Abalishing. pricely in pany fisks-for
F.H. cleclions = lhal gferthe polls
tne padias could naminale thelr rna-
mbars from anywhears in their t=ke
and

11 Ghanging the law on civic disshilky;

il 1o make & candidate i whioss
election s persan deprived of histwer
cwin Hohls petcipaics, lable not
rocerCly ba P his slection se1aside,
but s lo ba deprived of R own
Civic fighls Tor 7 years g5 keving
commiliad a corrupt practice;

il tomake it illegal for & rembsy
of parllament against whom such 2
pelilicr is filed ta sit in padizment,
Ireem Lhiz rnoment the padition isfiled;
&nd

£} 1o make wotes for the pady of
such a candidate irvalid In B anlirs
district e, nof o be counlod] onan
mjuncion Boirg apoled farin the
ol ul opopal. e, avery crnoiclsie
of the pary concerned i e distict
Wik k] B gfquadilicd if an elleoation
wars madle thala person under civic
dlizziilily had intsrvened on berll
of orecandidate).

The preposals raked g howd Sl prolest.
The CH, M, puinted oot dhat “for the gove-
o 0 wse s disproporlionate majaibg
1o bty abouod far-resching chenges o
elecbion laws sherly before & gonoral
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cloclion wilhout the consent gf the alfhor
parties wouid b a teawsshy ab o
Gy

Aftar fhe pabinst rrestedy of (29 il
1882, |he presidential eecretarial issusd
accmmuniques statincthat the cakios b
spproved & bl i amand o coeshiution
to enable the paesicant, at any ime 2her
T epeny of 4 yaars of hia term of office,
by prodamaton, o declEre b inicalin
o ssak election for & fudher form, Ting -
prasident told his pary MPs thas there
hadd Been o0 docision on the ather eme-
ndments proposed.

A possible reason for the oressdenls
hegilalivrywas the repod that kMes. Bangae
randite had eaid that she would Liroea
spanrar in his woiks by pualicly canve-
szing for LLN.P. saradidatos]

The Oaily Mews reparld that audhcna-
tive sources had Soid that sevara] propo-
cod armmordmants had been sent o tie
afcrrcy-nenaral for his opinon, Sames ol
whichwersconsidersdtoresulrea el
nelem. (22 duly 1882]

Sinc= he prapesed Shird arrendmem
praviding fartwa seals for Kalawsna B2d
not e droppad, the arendrment nnw
oropossd would bethe thing. Akilealilsd
T Third Amendmens 10 s Guorsliso-
licn” was garetted an 16 July 12682,

00 22 July the LLM.F. government ca-
mprietedd [ wars in office. On s same
elay & pulblic mesting had been aranged
ol tha All Geylan Buglihist Congress Hall
e Calnmbey, Al Shis mesting Profess:
Sarachcharndri, a wall-known pubic Ngu
rocarvd & formar Ambassades lo France,
began 8- leciure entilcd “The Dacline of
Lankan Cufture = Recent Years". The
speaker slarted gl with a referance ta the
IS INMCNDs opsn aconomy potoy whion
A Gaer) of thupgs in the agdience rushesd
ko the platform and bead up Profassor
Sarechchandia and several otheraonthe
rostrumm, inclucsag some Buddhis: ranks
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The opposition newspaper Aththa next
day carried a list of the government-o-
wned vehicles which had been used to
transport the thugs to and from the mee-
ting.

A person called Piyasena Jayaweera,
described as an “assistant” to the Minister
of Industries Mr. Cyril Mathew made a
statement to the press that he accepted
responsibility for trying to stop Professor
Sarachchandra from “attacking gove-
rnment policy”. (The Nation 30 July 1982).

- Neither the president not the prime
minister made any statement about the
incident. Commented the Nation: "It will
be recalled that President Jayewardene
ordered the army last month to forcibly

- - take over a temple in Getambe belonging

.+10 a Buddhist monk who allegedly critici-

sed the president at a public meeting.

These troops are still in occupation of the
-temple while the government is taking
action to cancel the lease agreement
covering the temple land”.

On 9 August the C.R.M. petitioned the
supreme court stating that the proposed
third amendment was inconsistent with
the sovereignty clause in the constitution
{Article 3) and therefore required both a
iwo-thirds vote and a referendum (Article
83). It submitted, inter alia:

“In the case of the 1978 constitution,
there are two independent instrumentis
of state power deriving their authority
directly from the people. These are the
president of the republic on the one
 hand and parliament on the other. Pa-
rliament has neither privity nor status
in the delegation of executive power
from the people to the president. It is
therefore the inalienable right of the
people to decide and determine the
- nature and the content of the office of
 their delegate viz. that of the president,
through whom they exercise their exe-
cutive power”,

The supreme court ook the view that
the amendment maintained the soverei-
gnty of the people because election by the
people was made a precondition of ho-
Iding the office of president and, therefore,
ruled that Article 83 was not applicablei.e.
no referendum was required.

The third amendment became law on

27 August 1982 and by a proclamation
issued on the same day the president
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declared his intention of seeking re-ele-
ction for a second term in office. Comme-
nted Professor Wiswa Wamapala and Dr.
Dias Hewagama:

“The passage of the third amendment
and the Proclamation which followed
demonstrated the constitutional and po-
litical manipulations of the party in
power to suit the personal ambitions of
the incumbent President and above all
it was guided and motivated by the

" desire to take advantage of the political
sifuation in the country, the main feature
of which was the ufter disarray of the
Opposition forces. The Opposition in
the context of its unpreparedness foran
early presidential election, due largely
to the disarray in its own ranks, faced
the challenge of finding a suitable candi-
date whose national stature could
match that of the incumbent Presi-
dent.... The most important factor which
had brought about this confusion in the
ranks of the Opposition was the split in
the ranks of the S.L.F.P., and this split
which came in the wake of the imposi-
tion of civic disabilities on Mrs. Bandara-
naike in October 1980, had broughtinto
existence a major crisis unprecedented
in the annals of the S.L.F.P".

(Recent Politics in Sri Lanka: 1983)
When following his tremendous ele-

ction victory in 1977 J.R. Jayewardene
without loss oftime got going with his plans

‘fo eliminate Mrs. Bandaranaike from the

political scene, he could scarcely have
hoped for such a total discombo/bulation
in the enemy camp when he came to seek
re-election. .

Due to in-fighting in the party, the man
who got the S.L.F.P. nomination as presi-
dential candidate was the lack-lustre He-
ctor Kobbekaduwa, a former minister,
who had neither a national staiure nor Mrs.
Bandaranaike’'s blessing. Some of her
shadow 'ministers, forgetting that the
S.L.F.P. was the private praperty of the
Bandaranaike family, chose the worst po-
ssible moment to try to give it a wider
democratic base and even, if possible,
leave Mrs. Bandaranaike out of the party
altogether. It was a venture doomed to
failure and was entirely misconceived;
waorse, it ruined the pariy’s presidential
chances. Kobbekaduwa had the support
of the C.P., the M.E.P. and some splinter
groups; he was the front-running opposi-
tion candidate against Jayewardene and
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put up a surprisingly tough fight conside-
ring all his disadvantages. It is not outra-
geoustosupposethathad he Mrs. Banda-
ranaike's goodwill and tacit support {{acit
because she was legally disqualified from
openly supporting a candidate) Kobbeka-
duwa might even have won. Contributing
to Kobbekaduwa's electioneering difficu-
lties was another hopeful aspirant to office
Colvin R. de Silva of the L.S.S.P. who
received almost no votes at all (less than
one percent of the total polled) but was
able grievously to injure Kobbekaduwa's
chances. As Wamapala and Hewagama
relate it: ;

“Dr. Colvin R. de Silva ... brought fo-
rward the famous ‘law point’ of the
election campaign, and besides provi-
ding the UN.P. with a powerful ca-
mpaign weapon and creating further
confusion in the ranks of the S.L.F.P.
it weakened and damaged Hector Ko-
bbekaduwa’s campaign. Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva to confuse the mind of the
electorate in respect of the candidature
of Hector Kobbekaduwa, stated that the
candidate of the S.L.F.P. had been
nominated by a parly the leader of
which was ‘a person who had been
deprived of her civic rights’. His argu-
ment was that Kobbekaduwa if elected
could be unseated on the ground that
he was the nominee of a political party
whose functioning president had been
deprived of her civic rights. This view
was published in the course of the
campaign.... The newspapers contro-
lted by the government, seeking to lake
fult advantage of this controversy, made
it a batile between the L.8.5.P. and the
S.L.F.P... The Secretary ofthe L5.S.P.
Bernard Soysa stated that ‘the unsea-
ting of Kobbekaduwa could resultin J.R.
Jayewardene being declared elected
President’ and this interpretation, acco-
rding to him, was made on the basis
of the electoral laws... This law point of
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva more than any
other issue in the campaign damaged

the electoral prospects of the S.L.F.P”.

{Recent Politics in Sri Lanka).

 J.R. Jayewardene won with 52.9% of
the votes castbutonly 42.37% ofthe votes
in the register. Kobbekaduwa received
over 39% of the votes cast which, conside-
ring his mediocore image and all the
obstacles he hadto face was an impressi-
ve performance.



india: Ayodhya and after

=shelton Kodikara

parnt froen the han on e ARG

tReshiliya Sweyarnsevak Sangh) WHP
pishwa Hindu Panzhacdy, arcl Oojrang
Cral, o e croapl inthe cazes of the
Bajeng Dal, the mest Impedar] sho-
r-lemm impact of Ayvodhys was the Ce-
nere's mpsazdlon of presilontial nok in e
Faur BJdP-rusad slales of Uliar Pradesh,
Medhys Fradash. Rejeethan, =nd Hima-
chal Pradeah. The P Chiol Minisker,
Pty Singh. had himzelf besn 8winssz
ka e Baon Masjid demaliion and, unlike
sarne olher BJP desders, did nof have
regeste over the incident. Qinthea contrany,
P acctaineid il as oomealier of gride for
Hindus. Howawar, tha ext=nt toowhich fhe
EJF sadership ean be hekl solcly respa-
resibl (o ibs filure o redesm itz aszurs-
noes that she ks selg on & Dossmber
A8F2 walle b perlesned without prejadi-
oo bothe sxsting Babr-mas|ld stusiung,
Isamaller of debaie. The BJP is ot alone
in azeigning part of The Blams lar o
aberant hahavinoue of Hindu actihisks a3
Ayadhya on the Marasimha Rzo gove-
mmenta gwn amblvzlience and vacikslion
o T e At canstauwecting 4 Ham mandir
on b spol whiera the Baon Masjid exi-
sted. Siome havie srgued hal lhe presids-
ntial proclametion 1mking awar b stako of
LIk Priizsh should hawe been enacied
bofore the destruction of the roscue o
& cEladstca af protadbililics, and not past
sl 88 85 aciually done. Cansbutlaml
prapHeties ray ool heees porenitbed such
avuurse, fortho relevant Art. 3496 arovided
only far & contingancy aller "o suafion
hadadsen”, and notwhena siiuaiion vess
Bl b assc™, Prirmg Ministar Marasimhba
Raohimself declasad mihe lnk S=nha bt
curba wonld have 10 bo placed on "no-
rrascular” paries which might intraduse
religious lsaues anlg leciorad polilics, and
hat Art, 355 would hiave ko be amerdad
{0 alkw the Ceniral take-ower of & slado
crveimant I silualon had arizen in
which the constit ticnal massinery could
reat b noclod 1o unction sccording fo
expeateficrs. He anld:

Thezes will havee Lo be & nationsl debate
an the place of non-sooular parliees in
Inidia. For i 2 parly lakes Lord Rems as
an issue and e conlcnding parliss in
ary eliclcesl ballle do nicd do ag, itheao-
mes an unequal frght,

D Hedhvaia is & Lanis s kisia st s ol o
Inekn angtindo- v Larkaet &y,

The country cannat &fdrd &n undair
elestoral verdlcl, Let Bam renain whara
Fais. (Rindusthan Times 22 Mow. 93]

Frime Tanister Rads allempl o gst
through Parlisment the propezed leglstg-
tan  separgling  religion rem pelitics
prvcd o Bbe abodiva in late Argus
(1823), but he hes rederaled @ his parly
Tnat he wollic s 0o dlorls" logetthe
lagislation passed ewentuslly. “Malogkan
and poliice are slready ssparale. bl
oflcils arg Deing mads ko mes them"”, he
ezid, and ha afirned e necesshy of
pruveniing poliical parties fram “getting
mikeage thnough misuze of relinion” . Daiy
Newds 4 Sapkimbaer 15330

Constiutional arendrment, Boveener,
Frsy e byt ok Proascal e recurrence
of Ayodhya-type wandalisre. ol
profagonisis amsy alredy targeting  mao-
Eques in-other pleces, such AR Vannasi
end Msathurs, which are aise, like Ayo-
b, @ilusged 1o b built on sitss wiesie
Hindu famples existed before, The moo
pain? Ethat A 2eniod minislerin Bac’s own
cAninel, Adan Eingh, shouwid have catisg
upcr the Congress ey 1 apolugize to
theralicniorwhatwses allowadin fappen
e Aieeing, Arjun Singh's is nowr reter
& bone woiss inche govemmant, b s
edwocscy of @ shonyer seculanst lins
againsl the Hiegutva chellenge than thit
expaoused by the e Prime  Minister
appoass oo hava a fallowing in the Co-
ngrees pemy. Prime Minisker Aaa's pre-
sunt siance gboad legisleting the separs
tan ¢ religicn and palilics may, in fzo,
Bz parthe 2 lactiz o drag the camst fioarm
under fjun Singh's feo!

Electoral Prospects

It is et too prematurs o assoss wilh
Ay dhegroe ol corlacdy how Avodhya and
the communel Mciencs snd homb biasts
that wers conrecied to it might affec ihe
electoral prospes of he polilical parties.
Significant a5 an indicator aof  aolilical
trends in rvlla rroght e ihe possibility that
allhcagh b BIP's imade & 8 resansibly
political perty mlght e Boor tarmizhed
bl natinally and internetiznally by Ayvo-
dhyaits electoral prospects seomed o be
ik, Andnoia Taday MARE apEnion
poll condisstad In reic-Jaquarg 1992 -
reizzisl thatif an electicn were Biold 2l thal
time. the BJR wolsd havs gaenod abaus
Wty seals ifrom ils prasant 115), Cange-
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gl would have kst twdve souls (from
itz present 225) and the Jansta dalwanii
hawe aiso lost about taenty seals (fom
its 1841 elecllon figura of 55 in & Lok
Sabha of 337 mambearz, Intra-porty dhi-
gianz are surfadirg i all three of theae
prrlios, though leaat visibssy in e BUP
rwhers alsg elactoral tachics and straleoy
could pedentially b divisies], and local
leidorships and regicnel caske and reli
gicus compulsions may be desermining in
A very alslile poiicsl sieeation. The
MMARG poll sppears fo P bosn 220po-
rad Lo some sxtant by the May by-clee
clices far sixtern Blals Azsembly s2ats

ard parliirmuniarg slectiors for wa soalg T

The BJP gained two Assormbly searsin
Guatal af thess alscticna, retalning fwo
cthara, showing a higher poll percentige
inthiz slatethanin the 1291 slectlons, 2l
poiirg Fghersleainihe Karmataks coneti-
tuency of Yelahanka, which was rekainiad
by Cangress wih e i enajen iy of 530
votas.

Conigrese-l oo only four ol o sxlsan
constituancias cortestad, Faugh ds vico-
ry = the parliarnentan: consbigenoyg ol
Jakandhar in Puenjah, whorg it beas the
Akl Dal candidate by & big margin, was
impressive. Cangseas Jisu conceded tan
Arsembily seals bo the Teluqu Deshm in
Andare Predssh,-anil one 1o the Serne-
feesdll Janalu Farty in Hargana, leacng
Ulpposition commentetes 1o apalad what
they deemed lo be an anti-Connress
LELES

Thiy 2alta pasdamantany 2eat wis ro-
1aired by the Jarsla Dol with animpress -
v maanty, dlso lending Suppoart Bl
Thesis that ragional factos liq s instanss
the.d O asoeadunicy in Bibar and the s
anli-Zrahmin a2tand ol Janada Dal Chisf
tlinistar Lalog Prasad Yaday) mey heve
Bzen dominant st these codlions. The
EJP candidale in Jalardhar, for insfancs,
lest hiz depost, and the BJP haz yat
ehowin 0o Signs of making 2oy hesdway
in 1he acuthern slides orinWest Bennal
ey air undisputad pocties ) domain of the
CRM. Yet, tha crmorging frend ia that the
EdP will improve its showing ino b 1 indi
beil, ard this can anly b al e expense
af they Congrass party. That the Syinbiva
evenshave amded iy Corgress suppand
rRmOng the Muslirns of the Mosh cediin

Bl thie waeztility i b priswailing chara-
olensts of clocloral politce &1 e Cen



in India. Three things determine which
party will win elections in India — one, the
party machine, two, the charismatic pe-
rsonality, and three, the vote-winning slo-
gan. Both Congress and the BJP have the
party machine. On the level of charismatic
- personality, it seems that the BJP has
settled for L. K. Advani, while who will lead
the Congress-l at the next general ele-
.. clions is by no means certain at present.
_As for the vote-winning slogan, the BJP
- certainly has a big advantage in playing
‘the Hindu card, though, as menticned
above, whether it will be allowed to play
it now remains to be seen. All indications
‘point to the possibility that India’s next
Parliament, too, will be hung, and that the
‘next govemment in New Delhi might po-
ssibly be a coalition.

- International Repercussions of

- Ayodhya

- “The Ayodhya events had an immediate
" impact in souring still further India’s rela-
tions with Pakistan and Bangladesh,
which were already sirained due to other
causes, by injecting the religious dime-
. nsion, which had always been a latent
factorin these two Islamic states. In Paki-
stan, it embarassed liberals and demo-
crats who had been anti-authoritarian,
who had held up India's secular ideals,
and for whom the two-nation theory now
seemed to be vindicated. In Bangladesh,
1oo, it dented further the Mujib vision of
a secular polity and seemed to strengthen
Ziaur Rahman's image as architect of
Bangladeshi naticnalism, Begum Khalida
Zia asserted that “the situation arising out
of the demolition of the historic Babri
mosque is fraught with the possibility of
~ an adverse impact on Indo-Bangladeshi
_relations”, and the Bangladeshi President
" himself, in addressing an opening session
of Parliamnent, went on record saying that
“the government strongly condemned the
demolition of the historic Babri mosque by
fundamentalist Hindus" anddemanded its
reconstruction at the previous. site. (Hi-
- ndusthan Times, 10 January 1993, Su-
. nday Magazine)

A more concrete reaction was Dhaka's

. postponement of the seventh SAARC

summit meeting, already once put off from
December 1992to January 1993 because
of the situation in Ayodhya, because Mu-
slim activists in the city vowed not to allow
Prime Minister Rao to attend the summit
unless he laid the foundation stone of the
destroyed mosque in Ayodhya before lea-
ving for the summit. The surmmit meeting,
however, was held later in April 1993.

In Pakistan, already in August 1992, the
- National Assembly had unanimously ado-
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pted a resolution, against which India
entered a strong protest, expressing co-
ncem and anguish over “attempts to de-

secrate and demnolish the historic Babri
‘Masjid by Hindu extremist elements” (The

Hindu, 30 August, 1892) After the detru-
ction of the mosque on 6 December, the
Indian Consul-General's residence in Ka-
rachi was wrecked by unruly mobs. The
Pakistani government, further, asked
india to cut down its Karachi consulate by

mare than two-thirds, from 64 to 20, a
reguest which India itself reciprocated by
asking Pakistan to reduce its own High
Commission staff in New Delhi by 25.
(Jbid. 10 January 1993)

-These responses to Ayodhya on the
part of Pakistan and Bangladesh were
regarded by India as interference in its
internal affairs.

The Scholar’s Tale
Part VII

Our Hero was’nt exactly Cynical

May be only cold and clinical

In his daring differential diagnosis
Regarding the Prime Cause and the Pisease

Money being the malignant factor
And Greed the ghasily Vector

The processes were hardly Acaderic
Aids for a_full blown epidemic

Cooked appointments and promotions guaranieed .
Smooth sailing without Law’s penalties '
Private hiring of Public Have-Nots

Ensured the Bulge on the Private Have-Pots

From Public Service to Private Armmy
Was'nt considered democratically barmy
The Mono Virate begot Cabinet and Bench
And fodder for the street and trench.

The C-in-C did'nt always press the butfon
Prepoised programmes pointed the baton
And Free Market Troopers swung into action
Putting Dreaming Dons in hospital for traction

Throat-cufting was not strictly metaphorical

Worlkers and Students tasted the horrible

Pre-emptive deterrent to being alive and able

To be audible above the Free Market babll

Of voices praising profit and professional Picking

From Citizens, siiting ducks, for public plucking.

For those wise enough to bemoam the plucking by clucking
Were Wall Posters disguising our Pol-Pot as Lertin.

Reading the end of his self-appointed term

Julius’ pick as running-mate was thus Ex-Comintern
A Pardon jor Treason was not all that he earned
Jay-Wot-T publicity was'nt one percent spurned

So came Democracy’s D-day of the Presidential Election
And Julius was delivered by Ceasarian Section.

[Continued)

U. Karunatilake
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CONSOCIATIONAL DEMOCRACY [CONCLUDED)

Power-sharing in the East

A. M. Mavaratng and Sumanasiri Livanage

Tu tind a =alfica to e crucad
iezus - of the amakmmation of the
Egstem Pravinoe wilk thes Mo hem Prowi-
nea, wa can find & compromise lormula
by way of introducing 2 consosiadional
syslam inlo the provincial eteaciure, The
“sinnivasn Propozsle”™ which emvisage
& lediceal syslom of govamment with more
powers o e provinees may not be the
only campiamiss soiulion o his particular
EZzue. Even Tis proposals could be impro-
vad by inlrdducing consocistionsl featu-
res inio tham. The docision ken by the
majodizy padiea in the Bekas Commilips
and aleo incdeded In the fda-Lanka
Accord o hold 2 refererdum B the
Easiorm Pruvince is nota praper apsroach
Lo Ther prcdalam. Since thare iz paogaliticg)
setllement 10 lha existrg secessionist
conflicl, al lzast 8 geneszl agiesment o
nernalise lhe siesticnin the Hafbemand
Eastarn proviness allowing the Tamil 2a-
ders Trom ihe Morlh i paricosts in thiz
EREFCIEE £ 000 oy cragta fudher migtrusi
in the rinds of the Tamil leadoers.

Az a compromilse lormuli, we propose
a powar-shanmy covernmenl for tha
Eamstery Provinee, enabling tha thres oo-
mimunitiesin the raiics lashars sxscutive
powar in the provirclal acministialion.
Uredar this schams the thres main allicas
i ihe Provincial Courcil, ramaly, hass
al i Gewvarrsor, tha Chisf Mirkster and
The Chairman of Be Counzil gy be hold
ko represemiaiives of the b albnic
commanites in mdation, The minisienal
posis in the Provincial Govemment may
aisc be sharedd oy hg Three sthnic groups
o tve basis ot proposianalily cragqualiy.
To eelect thelr represcalalives o Hald
thesa offices, the memsors of ha Provi-
Ficzial Council may form thres eleclail
calleres of the basis of their ethnicily
Irrespoclive: of dheir political pady alfiliae

tons

This powar-shanng arangemant rmay
e fierlhoe strengthened by foeming throe
reflonal councils for the thres major co-
mmunitias inthe Ezsfem Pravings, and
ther make provision thet the Provircial
Counil it Tormed by joining them in the
upper barof the Procinesl adminisleadicn,

This same pattem of power-sharing
Prame: work can be extended b the alher
prewvinces. by the Constitution, For exa-
e e Consfibationmay direct 1he Ghigd

Kinistars in the provinelal govermment to
allocate 8 given number o minisEnal
portiolica to the representalives o the
mincrily - sthnic groups, i ore af hass
rinarilias coneiinie morgthan 20 pemcenl
of the provincial peoulstion, Inthis canpe-
chian, Py palilical lsaders mustiry fareash
ai'l understanding withy the minceity pa-
e,

. The Central Gowearnment

Toe surent detssle on the suitsbilite of
the Presidesttal syslom jor the hybnd
Fresidentisl end Cahinel svslems 1o be
more presse]andthe re-skibliskmert of
lha Cahbinst Parimentane syslem wil be
deall with here at the s2me fimo concu-
rring lha best way toimplement corsooie-
eandl lualures in tha cenfral Qovermmenl,
s Fairhy clear that the hatarid Presidonial
arnd Cabinsd aysiem can be used loasia-
blish & pewor-shanng ssscutive al tho
centre, b allacaling the main posts af L
Leanleal sedministration, remshy Bose o
the Premdent, the Vica President, the
Prime Minlser and Dupuly Pramisrzhip bo
the Tamds a0kl Tha Muslima. Alenine
Presideni ean e direcled Lo appeint the
required nuimeer of Ministars znd defsaly
mireEtErs G refrisant the natiore ] mingari-
figs, inviing the mirdy to paricosts in
ihe govarnment. The seletion of the Pre-
sident ard the Viee-Fregident posas &
problem i theze weEe @ e sleclsd
through populer 2laciion, Trae pariies will
reed the mainjenarcs of 4 commangll
ragisterad electorade fo alect them, b it
miay leqad o proclical difficeiies snd neqga-
thee conseguenoes. F Padiamert iz ciecn
the poweer 1o choose Lhem, dwiding iha
Members of Pariamenlindo sthnic-bazed
alectoral colleces, he Prasidant and the
Vicg-Prasidant Decarme canslilulionsl fi-
gurzheads: In such a aluiaticn ths Prime
minigtar hecomas the real exocubvewhile
I Cabinet of Minsters transforrmes itesif
{o e aciual base for power-shanng.

Imihis aitustion, Yice-Prosident mey o
be required, but these can be conatiuti-
nal provisicns b rdats he post o romingl
ereculive amaong 1 major commuanitiss,
and 1o appoint the Depuly Prime Minister
from the Tamil cammurily and the Spea-
ker of the Parflamenl from te bMuslin
cornrinity. This showe that the rmost
euitable foem af govommerdal system for
8 pawer-sharing excculiva is ot the Pre-
exdential cum Cabingl sysiem butthe Ca-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

bingt farnsaf fevesnmant. Witin the Sabi-
net system the poditical executive 12 ele-
cted by the Padizrment from its members,
50 the ulimate contral and the responisiti-
iy for & good goversanes lins within the
purdes of tha legislabure,

i the fight of the recent oxparionca of

The: Presidenilial exeoutive in Enls coanley,

cepadally Llaking the weakhy fenioning

civilseciahy straciure and the nalu ol hs

SriLankan pollical culbareirdo sxoin] we

suggesl 2 Cabinet form of govemment
capbly of providing B demooralic crvirg-
rurnEnt 0 & Chird word eetting and 1o oreade

conzocialinal ranguillity atthe senlrg s

suqoesied gk by allocating e Do pulky

Fremeirzig t the Tamil mincnty, fhe

Epeaker 13 e Muslim communird and 5

numleer al ministanal ponfalios e -
norty etake grogps. This dossn't mean
thet the Prime Mirister can sppoint mo-
mbers from higder own poliicel parsy 1o
Lthe: Cekinst. 1o redresant the minariby
sthnic ghoups. B may arhaps be the orly
uplion [=F oo ihe Prima Minister i the
rminority paries refuss 1o parlicpatein the
govamment. O, the canslilulion may di-
ract the Frirng Minisker o offer those
pirifolios o the stenis parkss repraze-
ning minonby areas. el aqalar supge-
slivn is b give e Chie! Miisters of te
Wesiory,  Monh-Weststn,  Southam,
Easten and Marthem Frowvinces place in
the Cabinsd, or direct the: Prime Mirister
T Invile: lam inma the Gabinol whan it
ctiEidars mattes relovan! o the Provie
mcial govem sl ur elhnically cantrove-
rsjal iEsUes.

D. The System gl Aeprasentation

The above discussion impiss that oo-
naceiationalism ig net compdalibls with the
first-pagthe poet evateny used durinig
124 7-77 perod 1o elect the mambers of
the leglefalure, and also ihe aosoluls ma-
[ority systam like the “altarnative wote’
which has been used lor e Prezidential
cleclin sinca FEB2, o any olhar adju-
slments of the: mairilizn mathod. We
Heva [Bamnt many ke ssors from the majn:
Tasan system of representaticn which
divas tha pany In possar more than their
dua inha legizlagre,

The most unhigalthy developmant was
he arbitfary ehange of constitution that
iock place in 1972 and 1578, which st
nglbaned e perhy i pover. For e Tamil
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minority, this led to the exclusion of their
community from benefiting from most of
the government welfare programmes and

the patronage enjoyed by the majority -

community, ultimately culminating in the
“Sinhalisation of the Sri Lanka state”.

Proportional Representation (PR)isthe
most acceptable form of representation
for the adoption of a consociational politi-
cal system. It is now fairly clear that the
PR system allows the minority parties to
wield influence over the affairs of the
government, and the party in powerneeds
ta get the support of the opposition parties
- or at least the individual members of the

opposition parties to decide on a matter
of national importance, i.e. the amending
of the constitution. The most significant
~feature of this system is that it prevents
any parly getting a two third majority in
- the legislature. It will require co-operation,
. tompromise and consensus among the
~ leatlers of the majority and minority politi-
; n_:ga_l parties.

~ Most of the weaknesses identified du-
ring the 1989-1993 period by impleme-
- ntingthe present system of representation

. canbe removed by introducing necessary

changes to the PR system. The creation
of small constituencies which elect not
‘more than six or seven members may
-avoid most of these difficulties. This will
-enable both the elector and the member
of the Parliament to establish a close
relationship but not at the expense of the
minority. The people can enjoy their right
to preferential voting without being confu-
. sed because they have to select only six
- or seven candidates from the list.

~ Since the system has been organised

not oh the basis of the “rigid party list
system” which does not allow the electo-
rate to re-arrange the party list by prefere-
ntial vote, there is nothing unprincipled in
giving the members of Parliament the right
to. cross-over. The Constitution must
make special provision to allow these

" members to enter theirnamesin a national

- list as independent members or members
- of another party. Such a scheme together
- with the PR system would facilitate coali-
tion arrangements which would influsnce
the eleciorate to accept the fact of

~co-co-co-operation between the political

‘parties as well as the individual members
in Parliament.

- E. The Creation of a Constitutional

Council

This not only introduces the mutual veto
method into the Sri Lanka situation but
also provides certain safeguards for the
smooth functioning of the consociational
system. We have to expectdeadlocksand
disagreements which may create consti-
tutional and political crises.
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Our proposal is to create a Constitutio-
nal Council, the members of which posses
certain professional qualifications but re-
quired to represent minority interests in
the working of the council. The membe-
rship of the council should be equally
shared by the three communities, and the
members of the central legislature must
form three electoral colleges according to
their ethnic affliations (irrespective of their
party membership) to elect the members
of the council. The legislative proposals
and executive programmes may be consi-
dered by the Constitutional Council before
they go tothe relevant bodies. The council
may act on the basis of community interest
as well as that of national inferest. If it is.
of opinion that a legislative or executive
proposal is harmful to harmonious ethnic
relations or controversial from the point of
view of one community, the council or one
ethnic group can veto such proposals. In
this way it can prevent controversies from
flaring up in the wider society and depoliti-
cise certain issues, allowing the national
legislature and the executive to reformula-

_ te their original proposal.

4. Conclusion

We are aware that some of the propo-
sals and options outlinedin Section 3may
involve new problems and administrative
difficulties. Those problems and issues
have to be examined in a separate paper.

‘Though, power-sharing arrangements, in

themselves, may not resolve all the pro-

‘blems of the Sri Lankan ethnic conflict,

they will probably reduce ethnic tension.
Ethnicity has been manipulated by politi-
cal leaders of all the ethnic groups for their
benefit and survival. However, at some
stage, conflicts based an ethnicity may
challenge the very survival of those lea-
ders. Althought the possibility of partition
cannot be completely nuled out, it has
serious disadvantages and may transform
the current ethnic conflictinto a permanent
war situation between the two states,
enabling outside forces to destabilize the
entire South Asian region. Within this
broad perspective, the only possible
option is the creation of a genuine powe-
r-sharing arrangement. If so, ‘even in the
most severely divided society, ties of
blced do not lead ineluctably to rivers of
blood' (Horowitz, 1985: 684).
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GEORGE CLAESSEN
Saint of painting and drawing

George Claessen (s only one of

hwo sunvivars of the 43 Groug.

He has lived abroad sinca 1347

and ihis celebrafes his first

Yer  oeid-man  ralrespeciive
| {1838-1891) in Sri Lanka.

Gearge Cligssen weas barn on S May
18908 2nd gpant tha firat thrity 2ight yeara
of hig life in Ceytdan. His forehears wore
of Eurapean extraction, lang resldent 11
tha island, ancd bls irenediaie omily had
gtrong leanings towsards: he sual anls,
Adter lesving schoal his carheworking life
e it In wirioas parls of the countny
whers he developad, basides a lifz-kng
lewe affair with the land of b bikh, s
great apprecistion of nature ao 15 living
iommis, a5 well as hia scute pawers of
cisenvation. Whils in Ameadbapurasa
young man he spent st of his isurs
rocding about @mong Ihe ruings, scatlarsd
sround. He put some ofhis thoughts sbedat
thamin a senes of nostgigh: adickas which
tha Timesz of Cayian puhllshed In 1927,
He hegan to paint oy in his 2210 year
o |0ining e Parl Comvmission in Colo-
mbo a3 o drughtsman. His primany 2nd
skills wears founded on tha basic sirangthsa
of drawing, but he soon exnibiled his
versshlity B & painter By rany madia A
Feaw of his early works wore atcepted for
hasging in the 2nnoal exhibidfions of the
Caylon Socisty of Arts, and "Sei-porvai"
(154115 one of them.

Inawilably he became ane of the niac
grtist founder members of 1he 43 Group
whicsy celebratod e Grlden Jubilee of it
Inaugeiral meding in Lione! Wendt'e hou-
g2 ooft 29 Auguel this wear He was iz
Hanorary Tressarar, and it is 8 congenizl
and hapoy coincidence that his first-oear
one-man show i his nadive land is taking
place v the sama rmonth, fifty years S50,
vltan the Group had ie awn dist exhibie
lion. He haa remained foneal b ks i ongr
thea years {deepits exile shce 1947 and

it nzeds Lo be soid bhal his anthusisem
i support have inspired the organissrs
if thig show. Mowe in hie &5th year he and
Ficherd Gabnal (bormin 1824 remas the
cably fwa surchces of 1343, George Koyl
the wencgsble and proliic painder-sags
Ragvirsg dicd on 31 July s yaar. The
aincsl checssive dedicalion ko 1ha pursuit
ol an artist's lile becama & nefing passion
irt Ther roid=farics, and ha warked liks a
miery pissassad in tha yeere prior 1o his
rigraticn to Australa o Moserrpor 15497,
haning hls definess a3 & daaughisman
and his deizae and sure fouch as a
b,

ALl and of 1945 he had distinclicn
ol having a small selection of his hest
drawinge published In book fanm, aided
dnd aheted-hy fo dose Feads, the bts
Arthur Wan Langenherg and fhe gressnt
writer. The former contibulsd the felic-
taus Forsward, and ils aponing parzgraph
demmmes 0 b Gualad Far its frue unde-
ralanding 4ol the simpécity, grace and
povesr of the arizt “The appeedadion o
a drawing, after the firs sersatan ispsst,
creates Elceding Jr seazner, mons laeting
g iics wingdy Lha arlisl is ealled upon fo
Sl kil Thadrawings of George Classsen
puossEsEs these quelifea”. Sold at o
rupees the proceeds: from this quisciic
anterprise enanled the oost of produciion
B b rrl in Ibasts Balcyon daya, when
an anlire’ mas| &t Lion Houss was twe-
nig-ive centa. and the balanee sty 1o
eubsidise Clagzsen's singular urge b mi-
graie to sw=tealls n seareh of less inferdile
artislic paeiiren. He sedtied i Malboums,
and, Swen hoogh e made 8 mad by
hawing his first one-man shaw In March
1848, ne found the oaing tough, and,
abarclaning @ letnptation to pracesd 1o
rigtd Zealand, herefumed io Cedoninthe
early pasd of 1545, Restless and sparred
Dy e nieezd b travad ha eft for Bombay
soon after, and found his way o Londan
by August 1349, whors e has remained
giree: Ihan. In & later o me the sanme
mcatth he said: "By a s=des of the mxas
wnexpacled everts [ am now In Londaon
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whare | vianled 50 much to be — there
SEeMS 10 B no ammicur against desting,;
Liarn only jusl Bsginning fo getie & B, and
I sl starl painting in eermest saon. 13's
rmy great chance o develan and | muost
reot fai for want of tovlng At any rale™. And
a0 he has done diligontly, rdefiguky,
with B deniour undinirsshed, and 1o uss
Inla. cwry Words always seaking o disoo-
ver™. And in g laftar of Fobruany 1950:
ol know ooily oo owall thet we ars- -
abways baginnirg ard farever travalling
bacauzs there e pever any deslinadion™.

In thasa years he haz exalared aif s
of depictive evprcssion and graphic crad
fremanship- - oils, watar colours, paste’s,
auuaches. drawings in pancll, irk craces
and chaik, wondeut arints, slehings, and
dry point. Hs endire work, esoecialy as
& dreugnisman, = daninaled by & subts
intimacy ahd @ sugueslive use of [He to
capiuse farm ekl seplore movement, His-
painting s dislinclively marked by an urie
sual sansibiliby snd hie pletures reeealas
unaffectad purinysnd grafinadinnocence,
suffuzed hy & frarguil and introspeciive
rurriaEran, He lirsk bepan 1o expariment
wth pure absbraciion in Aueiralia, a0d he
pwerd this form of expreazion devaloping
slrangly in London inta styies of o lambent
effulgerce. Hizwark 15 also permeatad by
an aura of uncompeesnising and deep
relighoug conviclion. He has wrhiten two
Books of postry 8z wall, Intrinuing as ha
voica of a searching st who mbcls
primarity In the Boguage of a difarant
Muze. Pocnts of o Painfer was publzhed
by te itre Pross in 1967, end Poams
atouf Nolhing By Arhue  Stockesn in
12B1. Hie inzatiable appolite for salf-e-

xpresslan since 1938 has led o & diverse.

ard exlorsive oeanrs, B sance s Dulk
A his pisiures ara in England, Bes cxhibi-
tianisable edisplay onby & small saleclion
of s wark in ell mecha up o 1931, Bt
it would Be frue 1o say that they repreaent,
Indevldusally and collactively, the precsion
and sansiivity of his obserealian, the di-
gnity of hiz corcealion of humanity, the
vigour and cdelkacy af his faefig for natu-
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ral forms, and his tender and sympathetic
approach to men, women, and lesser
living creatures.

What | have written here is an affectio- '
- nate tribute to an artist | have known for

- half a century, and, mare so, the garland
of a friend who has kept in touch through
 many vicissitudes of our raspective lives.
It is in no wise to be construed as an
attempt to unravel his techniques or to

" offer analyses or interpretations of his art.
- 1 have tried to present the man as artist,

devoted ever to the true manifestations of

arnt in his life. | have not cluttered up this

brief _'essay with details of the exhibitions
he has participated in — these are listed

-+ for convenience separately, as also are

a selection of extracts from reviews which

“shed a proper professional light on his
=« @ndeavours. And, more pertinently, Clae-

SSen’s own aphorisms on art which provi-
- de insights into his theory and practice of
-art. | am grateful to the organisers for

- giving-me the opportunity of contributing

_this Introduction, and, | can only hope that
in .do.ihg so | have fulfilled in some trifling
measure my debt to George Claessen,
who once remarked in a letter of 29 Octo-
ber 1985 “Anyway our friendship is a
permanent thing — come what may”. He
could only have meant on both sides of

5 _ the Styx — but, till we're ferried across

t Stygian stretch some timeless day,
“of thirty six pictures will remain a
transcendental presence in our transient
residence on earih.

lan Goonetileke

. MARGINALIA FROM A

-7 PAINTER’S NOTE BOOK

- The tind of a true artistis only conce-

~rned with abstraction. He is born blind.

~Artists follow the movement of their own
and the world’s destiny. Their best work

; o is @ manifestation of an outer force which

seeks expression through the assembled

. logic and sensitivity of their minds.

- One must be ready to carry a painting
to a final conclusion in every detail and
solve every probiemtothe last pointconvi-
clion. Only a design built up of fanatically
sincere line, form, colour and texture can
successfully hold a painter's spiritual vi-
sion.

20 x

First you teach yourself o draw co-
rrectly. You have an upsurge of courage
— you conquer form. Some work you

produce may be rather good of its kind.

Then gradually your courage breaks
down. Your emotions go out of reach of
your method of expression. There is only
one way left for you and you take the road
back to unlearn all you have learnt. You
have to go back to your childhood and
become gauche again. Harvest {Colo-
mbao). Vol. 2, No. 2, November 1947, p.42.

As in life, there is an alphabet to absorb
and assimilate in An. Artists owing to
faculties they are endowed with may po-
ssess an advantage, but they too have
to assimilate in the formative stages of
their beginning. Then development
comes by probing their own integrity, fi-
nding a personal logic and uncovering
sensibilities in themselves. (“A Personal
Note”. Stanhope Institute Gallery Exhibi-
tion Catalogue, London, October 1975).

A SELECTION OF TRIBUTES

“Claessen sees broadly with an innate
profundity which characterises all his

- work; and above all is possessed of the

ability to transmit effectively the reactions
of an extremely sensitive mind o the
objects and scenes of everyday life. His
humility before the model is an outsta-
nding characteristic of his work.. he
approaches his subject with the fresh,
amazed (and consequently curious) vi-
sion of the child though there is nothing
childish about the way in which the regi-
sters his peculiarpersonalemotions and...

. the work here reproduced is of such textu--

re that one feels justified in cbserving that
if the remainder of his work is up 1o the
standard here displayed, he is surely at
the moment our outstanding draftsman”.
Justin Pieris Daraniyagala (from a review
of George Classen Drawings (1848). Ce-
yilon Daily News, 17 December 1948).

“George Claessen’s pictures may not
be overwhelming in their impact, but like
all great Art they carry a slow message
in their arid simplicity. Claessen’s pictures
usually small in size depend much on his
skill as a draughtsman. He is at ali times
a careful and painstaking worker,
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although his compositions never betray
any ststematic planning. Rather da his
forms appear to float in large but well
balanced spaces... Much attention has
been paid to the human form, treated with
tenderness and understanding”. Aubrey
Collette (From a raview of George Clae-
ssen Drawings (1946). Times of Ceylon
Stnday lllustrated. 15 December 19486,

“George Claessen's paintings are qui-
ntessentially calm, deliberate, contempla-
tive. If ever there were paintings where
light shines through contact with the inner
light of a man at peace with himself, these
are they. They are not professional but
confessional. It has been said of these
pictures that “there is nothing there™. This
is probably so; but it is so, in the sense
that the mystic reality of No — thing is
precisely their subject. They are notfigura-
tive; but neither are they abstract (in the
ways we usually understand this term).
They are precise renditions, with the
utmost reality, of that state of Being which
is beyond Appearance... Perhaps a pai-
nting is no more able to elicit such a
response than any other worldly happe-
ning: but it cannot be less than a mark
of the utmost simplicity, of utter humility,
of the deepest conviction, for a painter to
reach so uncompromisingly toward the
unreachable”. G M Butcher. (From the
Introduction to Catalogue of the New Vi-
sion Centre Gallery Exhibition, London,
June 1962).

"George Claessen sets cutto prove that
Abstract Painting as in the work of Ka-
ndinsky, Malevich and Poliakaffis still very
much alive today. An Immediate Prese-
nce emerges from these canvases. While
truly abstract they have about them an
undefinable spirit; “Truth, Beauty, God if
you like”. This unseen but very real prese-
nce pervades all his pictures... The colour
is pure, the composition is in classic
mould, the brushwork is expressive of the
truly great draftsman he is... He is a truly
universal artist; a man of vision, of musical
harmonies, of a temperament so rare and
tender; rarely tragic; full of hope and a
“food who in persisting in his folly has
become a wise man". He is our Saint of
painting and drawing”. lvan Peries in Se-
ptember 1986. '
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