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Four books - essential reading for every Sri Lankan who wants to know why our
national institutions from Parliament and Bureaucracy to Universities and the economy
are in a state of dysfunction if net crisis.

e Sri Lanka: Problems of Governance by K M de Silva (editor), G H Peiris and
Radhika Coomaraswamy, 1993. (Rs 850/=)

The authors try to answer the question “Why has post-independence Sri Lanka not lived
up to the promise of its early years of independence?’ The political system and political
economy of the country, civil liberties, language and religion, defence and external
affairs are among the wide range of themes that are dealt with in this publication.

o The University System of Sri Lanka: Vision and Reality edited by K M de Silva
& G H Peiris, 1995. (Rs 600/=)

Written at the time when Peradeniya University celebrated its 50th anniversary, the
monograph appraises the achievements and failures of the University System in general,
and Peradeniya University in particular, and its contribution to Sri Lanka’s
development. Contributing authors: Professors Asoka Ekanayake, K N O Dharmadasa,
S A Kulasooriya, S N Arseculeratne, B L Panditharatne, Drs. Wijaya Jayatilake, Neelan
Tiruchelvam, Messrs. D L O Mendis and W M A Wijeratna Banda.

e Development and Change in Contemporary Sri Lanka: Geographical
Perspectives by G H Peiris, 1996. (Rs 850/=)

This is the most comprehensive analysis of post-independence socio-economic
development available today. The author presents a rich variety of quantitative and
qualitative data, much of it not readily accessible to the average reader, to support the
discussions on a large number of major themes ranging from, Physical Resources Base,
Environmental Hazards, Development of Peasant Settlements in the Dry Zone,
Plantation Crop Production and Social Welfare Services to Macro-Economic Change:
Problems and Prospects.

e Regional Powers and Small State Security: India und Sri Lanka 1977-90 by KM
de Silva, 1996. (Rs 850/=)

This is a comprehensive and incisive case study of international relations in a cold-war/
post-cold war context. It provides an authoritative study of India’s relations with Sri
Lanka since the 1970s, and especially of the Indian intervention in Sri Lanka in the
1980s. This book is largely based on a study of unpublished documents relating to the
Indian intervention. The author hag also interviewed most of the principal figures
involved in policy-making at the highest levels at that time in India and Sri Lanka,
including Rajiv Gandhi, J R Jayewardene and J N Dixit.
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International Centre for Ethnic Studies,
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53, Galahad Crescent
Glen Waverley

Victoria, 3150
Australia

September 9th, 1997,

There are two isues arising from Mr. H. A. I, Gooentilleke’s response to a series of my articles on “the debacle
of the Trotskyite movement” : 1) his use of the word “contemptuous” to describe my critique of the Trotskyite
movement and {2) whether Trotsky acknowledged the existence of the Lankan group.

| must admit, before | go any further, that Mr. Goonetilleke is absolutely right in pointing out that Trotsky in

- one letter — and in one letter only — has acknowledged the existence of the “T” (for Trotsky group) in

. Ceylon, as it was known then. | can only state that one of those infinitesimal chips in the cerebral motherboard
must not have been active at the time of writing it for me to overlook this detail because Prof, Lerski in his
book The Origins of Trotksyism in Ceylon (p.187) says : "It seems safe to assume that Trotsky directly

_adressed his Ceylonese followers Dnly once, in answer to Mrs. (Selina) Perera’s (wife of Dr. N. M. Perera)
apprehensive query about the ai!eged possibililty of the Red Army’s intervention.in South Asia. The concluding
sentence of the communication, which mainly added some new argument to those of his earlier “Open Letter
io Indian Workers” proves that in December 1939 he at last became fully aware of the existence of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party in Ceylon and that he regarded its leaders as his commitied comrades. The letter was
written soon. after Mrs. Perera’s attempt to discuss those matters in person with him, and it ends with his
best wishes for her safe trip home

The trip he refers to is the abortive one taken by Mrs. Selina Perera to meet Trotsky in Mexico. According to
known sources she is the only one who came nearest to meeting Trotsky. Unfortunately, she was turned back
at the Mexican border and no Sri Lankan has had the privilege of meeting Trotsky. | do not wish to quote the
full letter but will focus only on a few line to reinforce Mr. Goonetillekee’s point and also the main theme of
my critique. The letter ends saying : “With warmest greetings to yourself and to the Ceylon comrades, and
with best wishes for your trlp Yours smcere[y, i Trotsky

However, Trots-ky’s main concern was not the “T” group in Ceylon but the Indian anti-British movement for
independence. In his “Open letter to the Workers of India”. signed on Coyacan, Mexico on July 25, 1939
which was only a few months away from the outhreak of World War 1, he primarily addressed the Indian
leftists. But, says, Prof. Lerski,. “it aspplied mutatis mutandis to Ceylonese Trotskyites as well, hence iis
significance for ‘the better grasp of the late 1939 pollt:ca! orientation of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party.”
[P177}

Since the Iétter to the Indian workers and the letter to Mrs. Selina Perera applies to the formative period of the
LSSP, it is necessary to focus on the essential political message contained in Trotsky’s writing directly to his
committed Indian and Sri Lankan followers to test, the validity, if any, of Mr. Goonetilleke’s verbal abuse.
First, Trotsky states that Gandhi is the “leader and the prophet of this {Indian} bourgeaisie”, followed by the
sentence that Gandhi is  “A false leader and a false prophet !“ Then he warns the Trotskyites about
coalitions with the peity bourgeois and bourgeois parties. Arguing agalnst colloboration with the bourgeois
elements he says : “The German revolution, the Austrian revolution, the Chinese revolution and the Spanish
revolution have all perished as a result of the politicy of coalition.(P.181)...The Fourth International offers this
{Indian} party its program, its experiences, its collaboration. The basic condttions for this {Indian) party are :
complete independence. from the Second and Third tnternatlonats {of Stalin} and complete independence
- from thé hational Indian bourgeoisie. " P, 182) Fleferrmg to the task of the future Trotskyites in his letter to
Mrs. Selina Perera he states categorically : “This support (of the Indian proletariat to overthrow the British
domination} must be inspired by a firm distrust of the national bourgeoisie and their petty-bourgeoisie agencies.
We must not confound our organlsatlon our prgoram our banner, with the!rs for a moment.” (P.189).
We are aII qrafeful to Mr. Goonetilleke 5 spec:al talent of picking the minutiae of the big events.and touchlng
_up one or two marginal details ‘which, in itself, is quite a useful jOb In keeping with his trait of being the
momtor of mmut:ae gene astray Mr. Goooonetmeke has corrected a miniscule point in my cnttque which
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NEWS BACKGROUND

LINES OF DESCENT...AND DISSENT

History repeats itself wrote Marx first as
trayedy then as farce. Not in Sri Lanka,
say the sceptics, who hold that History
simply repeats itself ... FULL STOP. The
attempts by successive regimes, all
popularly elected; to resolve the so- -called
“ethnic conflict” have not saved the people
of Sri Lanka from the ravages of racial strife
and separatist revolt...
“Sri” which implies of course that the
island is specially blessed, a claim founded
on the fact that Buddhism, the doctrine
of the “Enlightened one” fled from Hinclu
india to find a home in Larika

REPORT CAHRJED ON ELEPHANT was the

headline. The MIDWEEK MIRROR informed

 its readers that the interim repart of the
SINHALA COMMISSION was taken to the -
~ headquarters of the ALL CEYLON.

BUDDHIST CONGRESS in a perahera of
8,000 monks and handed over to the three
Mahanayakes by Mr. S.W.Walpita, the
former Supreme Court judge, who chaired
the Comm:ss:on

A flashback, if I may.

“If the Executive Committee of the SLFP
'bowed to the language storm’ its leader

5. W.R.D.Bandaranaike must have felt that
_with his formula of Sinhalese as official
language and the ‘reasonable use of Tamil’
he could ride ‘the whirlwind and control
the storm. He was not a racialist”. =~ =

 The writer, E.F.C.Ludowyk, Professor
Emeritus of the Unijversity of Ceylon,
moved quite quickly to the Bandaranaike-
~ Chelvanayakam Pact and how a group of
monks forced the Prime Minister to
abrogate any arrangements he had made
. with the Federal Party, A state of

emergency which the government was

campelled to introduce after the B-C. Pact
lasted ten moriths. “8ri” Lanka has now
‘learnt to live under what soon became a
state of Emergency. The communal

disturbances were larger in scale and

fiercer than any since the Kandyan

rebellion, This writer cannot comment 6n

that parallel but the 1958 “explosion” was

“one of the mast frightening outbursts of .

~ violence he has ever seen as a journalist,

this despite the = ignored.

" headquarters

and that means four decades!
A pure coincidence of course .

elephari‘t {the UNP symbol 1} may lead to
some speculation.

The Sinhaia Buddhist fmkage cannot be
“The unofflmal commission
probed the injustices caused to the Sinhala

people over the last few'_centuries and -

significantly the report is being handed
over on the birth anniversary of Anagarika
Dharmapala, the fiery Sinhala-Buddhist

crusader. A caparisoned elephant followed

by 5,000 monks were part of an impressive

prccessmn vihich started at the Young

Men’s Buddhist Assomatlon office in
Borella. Its destination was the A.C.B.C.
where the - three
Mahanayakes accepted the document
which focused attention on the injustices
that the Buddhists had to bear in the past

few centuries, par'ticuia'rly under three

colonial {Christian) powers — Portuguese,
Dutch and British”. ‘Sinha|a~Buddhist’f was
the collective identity of the oppressed.

S.W.R.D.Bahdaranaike, who raised the

“Sinhala Only” cry was no communalist.
As crucial as race and religion, wers the
family and the dvnastic factor. When
SMLR.D., leader of the house and the
‘prime minister’s deputy - suspected that

the “father of the nation” D.S. Senanayake

was grooming his son Dudley, a politician
much younger than 3.R.W.D., the latter

quit the party to launch his Sri Lanka
- Freedom Party (SLEP). And so the dynastic

factor in South Asian politics, the great

_families that have ‘dominated national

politics, even the most democratic -

~ Senanayakes, Bandaranaikes, joining the
' NehrU-Gandhis, the Bhuttos etc.

1f S.W.R.D. had known that he would '
. succeed D.S.Senanayake there would have

been -no need for a new party, and for
S5.W.R.D. to raise an explosive issue,
language, which was so blatantly divisive,
1t was typically S.W.R.D, the westernised
liberal, however, to try to redraw the
_balance and respond to Tamil protest, with

slogans and comforting promises. But the -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. -

. But the
news that the report was carr!ed by an -

“that history teaches the *

I\!Iervyn de Silva

“Federal party had already announced after

a meeting convened by F.P. leader, Mr.
Chelvanayakam that the party's objective
would be "an autonomous Tamil linguistic

state within a Federal Union”. A follow-up

conference, much larger, insisted on a
“new federal constitution for Ceylon” ...,
“with the widest autonomous and
residuary powers consistent with the unity

“and external'security of Caylon”,

Mr. Prabhakardn has gone many
iqualitative} steps further. But Prof. Pieris
and the PA loyalists —— there are many
dissidents at high level but they prefer to
keep their jobs — believe that a “union of
regions” and never federal “devolution™.
would meet the challenge. By winning over

* the Tamil moderates fi.e. anti-LTTE) the PA

strategies believe that President .
Kumaratunga could {i} order the army to
launch a fight-to-the-finish offensive (i)

‘satisfy the IMF-World Bank that the

defence vote can be slashed once the LTTE

is beaten or military contained and {ii)
isolate the conventional enemy, the UNP.

Despite diplomatic pressure, Oppositicn

- Leader Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe has

refused to play the role assigned by the °
PA producers, and the IMF-IBRD-Donor .
group promoters. Mr, Liam Fox was smart

~ enough to realise that any serious offer to .

the Tamils must have bipartisan support,
that is also one of the important lessons
“mediater” or

“facilitator” (the terminology of the

conflict-resolution pundits) who have

studied the history of this conflict. Any
open-ended - commitment by the
Opposition Leader' would have left him.in
the cold if the exercise failed. And
“Batalanda” guite plainly did not impress
or deter UNP leaders!

‘And so, what's the question?

How about this ,.?

“How many . divisions the

have
Mahanayakes got?” :
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to Guatemala City, there are still comm|ttees
of black draped madres who demand to
- know the whereabouts of their sons and
daughters. And there are also "Truth
 Commissions: which have come up: with
the most harrowing evidence of what did
happen. Ché Guevara is the most famous
“disappeared person” in the hemisphere,
When Jon Lee Anderson, the author of this
mte“lgent and intriguing b:ography,
published his fmdmgs last year on the
probable burial site of Gueuara s remains,

he had the incidental effect of igniting a

movement of relatives of the desaparecidos
in Bohwa itself, : S

Another way of describing, and mC!dentaH\;
of de- -trivialising, the legacy of Guevara is

to placé himas a foundmg figure of “magical

realism”. In his Motorcycle Diaries, an
account of a continental road trip he took
- as a young medical student in the early
20850s, we read'in Guevara’s own youthful
prose about his fact-finding tour of the leper
colonies of Latin America.

colony in the Peruvian Amazon. The patients
threw him a party at the conclusion of

- which, flown with locally distilled pisco, he

made a speech and sald

The division of America into unstable
and illusory nations is a complete
fiction. We are one single mestizo race

“with remarkable  ethnographic -
similarities, from Mexico down to the
Magellan Straits. And so, in an atternpt

“to break free from all narrow-minded - :

- provincialism, | propose a toast to Peru
-and to a United America.

As he later described the same occasion in

a letter home to his mother:

Alberto, who sees himself as Peron’s.
natural heir, delivered such an
impressive demagogic speech that our

well-wishers were consumed with

laughter .... An accordion player with

- no fingers on his right hand used little *
sticks tied to his wrist, the singer was
blind and almost all the others were
hideously deformed, due to the
nervous form of the disease which is -

_very common in this area, With the

- light from lamp and lanterns reflected
in the river, it was like a scene from a
horror film. The place is very lovely.. ..

The boy “Ché" drunkenly spouting pan-
Americanism to an audience of “isolated
lepers in a remote jungle - here is a scene
that Werner Herzog might hesitate to script;
or Gabriel Garcia Mérguez to devise.

. Congo}.
Cortazar and Nicolds Guillén'have taken

_ _ He celebrated -
his twenty-fourth birthday at one such

(Mérquez once said in the hearing of a

" friend of mine that in order to write about
~Guevara he would need a thousand years

or a million pages. His non-fiction book
Operation Carfotta, a straightforwardly not

- 1o say panegyrically Fidelist account of the
3 Cuban expedition to Angola, does deal

brlefly with Guevara's earlier foray.into the
But writers as diverse as Julio

Guevara as an inspiration, and indeed one
of his more lasting memorials may be in

the regional literary ;magmauon

CHROMCLE OFA DEATH FORETOLI}

It we t_ake thls-as Anderson does as a

~chranicle of a death foretold then it may

be related as an intelligible . series of
chapters and parables. First we have the

“rebel: the James Dean and Jack Kerouac .
type. The young “Ché” - the nickname is -
-distinctively Argentine and translates

roughly as copain, or pal - came from an
Irish-Spanish family of impoverished

- aristocrats with the patronymic of Lynch,
‘He was always a charmer and a wit, and
_always. a’ troublemaker and heartbreaker.

His period of youthful sexual reprassion
‘seems to have been short: an appealing
candar about the physical and libidinous
runs through all his writings as it does with
very few professionals revolutionaries. His
family was anti-Nazi and anti-Peronist
during a time when thE% could be pernous
in Argentma

: Ernesto took an active if rather tbe%;tri}:al

part in local youth and student activism,
helping out refugees from Repub[[can Spain
and cheeking pro-Nazi teachers and

professors: The boy is not yet the father to
-the man except in two respects: he does

not dislike Peron as much as his family
does, because Peron is at least a nationalist
and a foe of the Yanqui. And he is gravely
debilitated by asthma, an affliction which

_ he refuses to allow to incapacitata him. The
“story of his body-building, sporting
- enthusiasm, and outdoor effort, all aimed.

at putting strength into a feeble frame,
reminds one of nothing so much as {of all
people) Theodore Roosevelt. From this
derives an emphasis on “the will” which is
essential to the story. :

Parable two concerns his resolve to become

a physician. Not only did this expose him

“to encounters with veteran socialist

‘doctors, but it also gave him a first-hand
experience of the misery of the region. The

. Motorcycle diaries which reinforce the
. Dean-Kerouac scapegrace image at one
- level; also contain some very moving and

Dligitizad by Naasloh o EarimAatine

~ written on. the

_middle class.

~ Regis Debray's thesis that

* detailed acc_ounts of this part of his

education. A monugrap_h could easily be
“radicalising” effect of
medical training on young idealists of the
Guevara was much
influenced, on his rattling aroand the
southern cone, by an encounter with the
Peruvian leprologist and Marxist Dr. Hugo
Pesce. This man, the author of a book on
Andean underdevelopment entitled Latitides
def Silencio, was the recipient ten years
later of an inscribed copy of Guevara's first
book, Guerrilla Warfare. Clearly its author
was interestéd in more than socialised
medicine. {Another attentive reader of that

 first edition was President John F. Kennedy,

who had it rapidly translated for him by

“the CIA and who then ordered the setting-

- materialising
“the Revolution
revolutionises the counter-Revolution”.)

up of the “Special forces”

Parable three brings us to the cons_ummate'

internationalist. Of mixed nationality to
begin with, Guevara married a Peruvian
woman and took out Mexicar cttlzensh:p ;

for his children. He was awarded, and later
" renounced, Cuban nationality. He died in a

country named for Simon Bolivar, and near
a town named for one of Bolivar's
lisutenants. His favourite self-image was
that of Don Quixote, the rootless wandereR

“and freelance righter of wrongs, “Once
again”, as he wrote on quitting Cuba, “I

feel Rosinante’s ribs creaking betwesn my.
heals”. {It was Alisdair Macmtyre who first

_compared this observation to one made by

Karl Marx, who drily’ noted that “knight
errantry is not compatible with all forms of
society”.} Indeed, Guevara came late to
Marxism. For him, the great persanal and

* political crux occurred as a result of his
~ stay in Guatemala in 1954, where he was

a direct witness to the ruthless and cynical
destabilisation of the Arbenz government

bythe CIA, o

STALIN

This story has been well told before, notably
by Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer:

in their book Bijtter Fruit. Qur knowledge
of the coup, of the complicity of the United
States, and of the hellish conseguences for
all Guatemalans but especially for the
descendants of the Mayan indigenes, has
recently been sharply enhanced by

_ disclosures from the archive of the Central
Intelligence Agency,.and by the excavataon;

of an archipelago on unofficial mass graves -
across the Guatemalan countryside’, In the
Kinzer-Schlesinger narrative, Guevara rated
only a glancing mention. Jon Lee Anderson
has reconstructed his part in the events
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dissidents to make their views'!_(r'row's even
within the Communist Party itself. Asked

by Zeitlin about Luxemburg’s warfning on.

this score, Guevara replied coolly that
Luxemburg had died “as a consequence of
“her politic_:é! mistakes" and that “democratic
centralism is a method of government, not

onty a method of conguering power” . It was '

¢clear, in other words, that his authoritarian
stance was taken on prmmpie and not in
response o “tactical” considerations.

Huber Matos and other allegedly

“bourgeois” supporters of the original
revolution who were imprisoned had
already found this out, as had the
Trotskyists who dared to criticise Fidelism
from the “left”™". :

 The final parabl.e is the one in which_..

~ Guevara recognises that, in a sense, his
- kingdom can never be of this world. Those

who sympathised with ‘the Cuban
revolution at the time very often did so

because they explicitly hoped for a non
Soviet model. in the figure of “Ché”, some
of them, at least, thought they had found
their exemplar. And they were, in one
unintended sense, not mistaken. Guevara
was privately critical of the Soviet bloc,

already well into its post-Stalinist phase, _' ~ Soviet Man was really a new sort of

on the grounds that it was too soft. It
wanted “peaceful coexistence” with the
American imperium abroad, and a system
of capitalist emulation at home. There is a
good deal of evidence that he privately

* sympathised with the emerging position of

the Maoists - especially for the “countryside

versus city” these of Lin Piao, where the

immiserated peasants of the world were
supposad to surround the debauched

metropoles and overwhelm them by sheer

~ force of numbers.

“ It is certain 'fhat-_he was enraged by
Khrushchev’s compromise with Kennedy
‘aver the missiles, and by the generally
lukewarm atiifude of the Warsaw FPact
toward revolution in the Third World. In

February 1965, while addressingan “Afro- :

-Asian Solidarity” meeting in Algiers, he
went so far-as to describe the Kremlin as
“an accomplice of imparialism” for its cold-
cash dealings with impoverished and
insurgent states. This, and the general
chaos arising from his stewardship of the
Ministry for Industry, made him an easy
- target for inner-party attacks by the

- unsmiling elements among the Cuban

Communist Party. people for whom the
very = words “romanticism” and
"adventurism” were symptoms of

deviation, His dismissal from the ministry.

followed immediately on his return from

Algiers, and he soon afterward set off for

“agricultural co-operatives

~ Africa Wl‘th no very clear mandate or
position.

CONVICTION AND PRACTICE

The word “romantic” does not make a very

~good fit with his actual policies as industry

minister. The French economist Rend
Dumont, one of the many well-being
Marxists who advised Cuba during: this
period, recalls making along study of the
" He told
Guevara that the workers in these schemes
did not feel themselves to be the propristors
of anything. He pressed him to consider a
system of rewvards for those who performed
exira tasks in the off-season. As Dumont

records; Guevara’s reaction was tersely

dismissive. He demanded instead:

- A sort of ideal vision of Socialist Man,
who would become a stranger to the
mercantile side of things, working for
society and not for profit. He was very -

. critical of the industrial success of the
Soviet Union [1] whare, he said,

- everybody works and strives and tries
to.go béeyond his guota, but only to
earn more money. He did not think the

“ man, for he did naot find him any
- different, really, than a Yankee. He
refused to consciously participate in
the creation in Cuba of a second
American society”. £

it's Worth-noting'at this point that Guevara

made almost no study of American society,

- scarcely visited the country except as a

speaker at the United Nations, and evinced
little curiosity about it in general. When

- asked once, again by Maurice Zei thin, what

he would fike the United States to do, he

replied, “Disappear”.

in ;u'iEW of the resemblance of Guevara's
Spartan program to other celebrated fiascos
_and tragedies like the Great Leap Forward,

it deserves to be said that he was unsparing
of himself. He worked unceasingly, was

completely indifferent to possessions, and
performed heavy lifting and manual labour . -

even when the cameras were not turning.
In'the same way, he wanted to share in the

suffering and struggle of those, in Africa

and elsewhere, who were receiving the

-blunt end of the cold war. The murder of
- Patrice Lumumba in the Congo, for example,
‘seems to have affected him in very much

the same personal way as did the overthrow

- of Jacobo Arbenz. He was, perhaps, one
' of those rare people for whom there is no
real gap between conviction and practice.

Digitized by Noolaham Eguadation

And he did have a saving element of
humour. | possess a tape of his appearance
on an early episode of “Meet the Press” in
December 1964, where he confronts g
solemn panel of network pundits. When
they address him about the “conditions”
that Cuba must meet in order to be
permitted the sunshine of American

- approval, he smiles as he propose that there

need be no pre-conditions: “After all, we

do not demand that you ab_ofish racial

discrimination...” A  person . as
professionally skeptical as I.F, Stone so far
forgot himself as to write: “He was the

-first man | ever met who | thought not just
handsome but beautiful. With his curly

reddish beard, he looks like a cross between
afaun and a Sunday-school print of Jesus

.. He spoke with that utter sobriety which © :
sometlmes masks |mmense apocalyptlc

visions”

Those whom the gods wish to destroy, thay
probably bagin by calling “charismatic”,
The'last few years of Guevara’s life were a

- study in diminishing returns, He drove

himself harder and harder, relying more and

.. more on exhortation and example, in order
-to accomplish less and less.

On the front of the “world revolution”,

“which is more fully treated by Anderson,

Guevara's tricontinental activity (Asia,
Africa, Latin America) was sometimes
ahead of its time and sometimes behind,
but never quite on targst. For example, he

lent his support to a catastrophic guerrilla ;

operation in- the wilds of his native
Argentina - catastrophic in the sense that
it was an abysmal failure and led to the

deaths of most of its members as well as

of a few civilians, but catastrophic, too, in
that it began the qguasi-bandit phase of
radical politics in Argentina. Like Trotsky in
exile, his guesswork sometimes allowed him
to make important predictions, or even to
compose moving post-mortems. But he

‘could do no more than dream of a new
; |nternat|ona

1

He was among the first to appreciate the
- central importance of the war in Vietnam:

a place where the hated American empire

had made itself maorally militarily vulnerable.

But his most celebrated speech on the
subject, which called for replicating the
Viethamese experience across the globe,
sounded bombastic at the time and reads

even more so today. His voyage to Afnca, :
‘to combat Moebutu and his white

mercenaries in the Congo and to open a

- second front against apartheid and

colonialism, was conducted on a moral and

_material shaestring. He was humbled on
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: To dsscus the relevance of Ché Guevara
"thought and practice teday it is

: ethics and politlcal practice, the reiatlon

important to distinguish his revolutionary

politics from its particular tactical

~application in the form of ‘armed
struggle ‘or even more epecn‘lceity in
rural guerrilla warfare G

This disti_nction is important because in :
instance Ché was.a
revolutionary actor and theorlst even
. and his middle range: reflections on
- political action and economic structure
rather than his tactical ideas applied to -
- specific conjunctural circumstances. To
- conflate these three levels of Che's
‘revolutionary practice or 0 reduce his.
thoughts to his tactical discussion of
“guerrilla or armed struggle is to totally

the first

* when he was not engaged. in armed

- combat. Secondly, this distinction is

useful'in order to analyse Ihe'd_iff'ere'n_t

" levels of Ché’s thought and practice. We

can note several dimensions. First his
general analysis of the class structure,
-role of imperialism, political alliances,

~ historical experiences, correlation of

s revelutionary organisations to

oppressed people, the relation between

political agency and objective.eenditions, -

- the inter-relation between revolution and

fcroes on the international, regional and

‘national level. Secondly, Ché’s

: - revolutionary thoL|ght"_an'd:practice"

combined & critical

: ‘analysis of
" imperialism”and capitalism with active

involvement and reflections on the

- gonstruction of socialism. Thlrdlv, Ché’s
- revolutionary _‘gheught and practice
conceived of socialism as part of a new

world order iin which the imperialist

_countries mobilised on a world scale 1o

_ destroy each revolution which, in turn,
‘obligated revolutionaries to seek to.

suUpport and extend the re\mlutmn
|ntern&t|onally o

-Betwe.e.n Che’"'e general analysis of
“capitalism, imperialism and socialism

and the specific tactical position on

- guarrilla warfare were Che's views of

_ imperialism,. and the relation between
persenal values and rev01ut|0nary action.

E_Wduid argue that Che’s 'reievane_e to

contemporary revolutionary politics -is
found in his general analysis of p0|1tICS,

misconstrue and

‘demean  his
significance today. ' '

" From Che’s general analysis and middle

level reflections one can derive a variety
of social and political strategies and

‘tactics and a variety of 'organieational
forms of action that may or may not .
_include “armed struggle” and guerrilla
“warfare. Since the latter are tactical
_issues derived from specific contextual
determmatmns "and conjunctural
_'c:rcumstances, they are historically -
limited in their utility and relevance.
' Therefore, the most fruitful line of -
discussion is to focus on Che’ s
un.deretandmg of
capitalism and partibularly_ of imperialism
- and his middle range reflections on the
~relation of SUb]BCtiVJty and objecttve

revolutionary

~ conditions,
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THE DIALEC‘I‘IC'S OF mpiikmusm )
AND REVOLUTION: CHE AGAINST -

THE GLOBALIZERS

'Fer Che the expansion of capltalism on _' 5

a _\Nerld scale and -its deepening
penetration ‘of markets, production,

distribution, banking and services was -

assentially a political and social

. phenomena. The economic movements
of capitalism were premised on political- -
military action that c¢reated the

“appropriate” stable exploitative social

relations between capital a'nd labour.
Within this imperial induced political and’
'social framework, capital movements

took place, multinationals expanded,

foreign investors bought p_rlvatls_ed public: -
IMF austerity programs

enterprises,
were implemented. Che's description of
the expansion of capttahsm as

_essentially a political power relation is
- in sharp contrast with contemporary
about -
They describe the
_expansion of capitalism as an
: |mper50nal =
“irreversible because it is-a preduct Bl

theorists who babbie

“globalisation”.
universal process that is
eeenomlc structures

Che s readmg of capltahst expansion as
a political and social relation is in

“contrast to contemporary globalist

theorists who speak in terms of ob]ective

. processes. These different conceptions
_have enormous political ramifications,
Because Ché recognises that political
_power is the source of world capital
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CHE: SUBJECTIVITY, ‘OBJECTIVE
CONDITIONS AND REVOLITION
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advanced and dynamic bourgeoisie
(thbse who are most active in investing,
exporting and producing) are precisely
the most exploitative in terms of the

capital/labour relation. Secondly, the

“development of the forces of
production” as it occurs today under
conditions of total domination of the
state is disintegrating and displacing
masses of workers and peasants
{through - technology, through
speculation, through buy-outs of local
industries, through cheap imports, etc.)

not expanding and creating:-a new
cohesive working class.

Thirdly, the “reform of the state” that
the revisionists favour, means in
practice, the massive firing of public
employees in social services and the
increasing influence of a small nuclei of
foreign trained technoerats (and NGOs)
who are paid servants or associates of
imperialism and collaborate with the
focal rufing class and its state.

Fourthly, “decentralisation” shifts the
responsibility for social services to local
governments without the corresponding
resources, while revenue becomes
concentrated in a ceniralised executive
which funds the economic elite.

From their critique of the contemporary
revisionists, the contemporary followers
of Ché establish a different set of
premises for political action.

Te begin with, they argue that
contemporary electoral politics is not the
arena to bring about social change, only
direct action involving mass mobilisation
has been effective. To back up this
proposition, they cite the last 15 years
of political practice.

Secondly, they argue that deepening
poverty and the increasing inequality
between exploited and displaced
workers and peasants necessitates class
solidarity, not social pacts
{‘concertacion’) with the exploiters.
Again, this is based on recent historical
experiences and empirical observations.

Thirdly, they point to class conflict within
civil society (between landowners and
rural workers, corporate executives and
wage workers, etc.} as well as the state’s
centrality in promoting the neoliberal
agenda. They reject the ideas of a

homogeneous and virtuous “civil
society” and an evil populist state.

Fourthly, the contemporary
revolutionaries argue that political action
needs to be structured, organised,
disciplined and oriented by political
education. They are opposed to both
spontaneity and elite electoral pacts.

The struggle between contemporary
revisionists and revolutionaries mirrors
the earlier debates and. conflicts
between Ché and his antagonists. Who
are the “followers” of Che's
revolutionary praxis today? As |
mentioned earlier, the issue is decidedly
not resolved by counting the number of
guns (the military equation), but
understanding the politics and practices
that guide the new revolutionary social
organisations.

We can start with the Landless Workers
Movement (MST) in Brazil, the National
Peasant Federation in Paraguay, the
EZLN in Mexico, the FARC in Colombia,
the Peasant Syndicate and sectors of
the mining unions In Bolivia, the peasant
and Indian federation in Ecuador, the
CUC in Guatemala, ADC in El Salvador,
the Revolutionary Force in the Dominican
Republic.

What distinguishes these revolutionary
groups form the revisionists is not the
question of arms but the content and
style of politics. What associates these
groups with Guevara is the common
political perspective, common political
diagnosis and common point of
departure for political action: the social
relations of production, the assumption
that subjectivity is the key mover of
history, the idea that subjectivity needs
to be expressed in organised and
disciplined forms and that the
centrepiece of politics is the liberation
of the peasants and workers by their
own direct action and not by electoral

elites divorced form their everyday

struggles. This does not mean that these
revolutionary forces do not engage in
electoral politics or look for support from
glectoral parties proximate to their
political positions. It does mean that
electoral politics and multi-class alliances
are subordinated to direct action politics
and to their programmatic agenda.

One might argue that this analysis
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“dilutes” the revolutionary “essence” of
Che’s thought by including diverse
groups, with different strategies,
engaged in non-military formations.

To that criticism it must be repeated that
the fundamental premise of this paper
is that Che's thought and practice is
polyfaceted, complex and even in some
cases contextually determined. Ché was
acutely aware of historical variation and
objective realities, even as in particular
cases he made tactical errors. This line
of argument, far from diluting Che's
thought and practice, expands and
incorporates his broader political
thaught; it rejects the militarist
reductionist approach in favour of a
broader theoretical understanding, one
that explains the reasons why most of
the social political movements
enumerated above see thémselves as
the inheritors of Che’s practice and
theory. '

INTERNATIONALISM: CHE AND
CONTEMPORARY MOVEMENTS

While Ché started from the
internationalist perspective of the Cuban
revolution and moved toward a specific
national and even local area of action,
contemporary revolutionary movements
start from a solid base at the local or
regional level and move toward the

‘national and international. While Che's

international thought shaped his local
practice, the social political movements
today act locally and think
internationally. The result is that while
Ché had a brilliant understanding of the
nature of imperialist politics, profound
insight into the multiplier affects of
revolution and ‘the structural
vulnerabilities of his adversaries, he was
tactically weak and less than lucid in
the specific locales where he originated
action.

In contrast, the contemporary
revolutionary movements have a
fundamental grasp of Iocal conditions
including a deep understanding of
regional and national power structures,
the particular appeals and organisational
capacities of exploited classes, but they
are still in the initial stages of formulating
an internationalist strategy.

A synthesis of the theoretical and
Contd on page 14
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practical strengths of Ché Guevara's
international analysis and the
contemporary reVo'lut_ionary movements
local practice would provide maximum
strategic, tactical and organisational
capabilities in the task of creating the
cenditions for a socialist transformation
of capitalism.

ETHICS AND POLITICS

Ethics and politics is another area in
which Ché Guevara’s analysis is relevant
and influential for contemporary

revolutionary politics. This takes several

forms. In the first instance, the method

of combating the distance {hierarchy)

between leaders and followers.
Secondly, the idea of combating
bureaucratic structure and privileged

distinctions between leaders and

followers. Thirdly, the practice of
engaging in the everyday work and life
of the people while exercising authority
in pesitions of leadership. Fourthly, of
engaging in means that are compatible
with the ends. Fifthly, of teaching by
example, not by fiat or decree,

Ethical practices are not idealistic
conceptions divorced from material
existence. Historical materialism includes
the norms of action, as well as the
practice itself. An historical materialist
approach to understanding the political
relevance and continuities of Ché
Guevara’s influence on contemporary
revolutionary politics requires that we
examing his concept of ‘the ethics’ of
politics. -

Che's private life was austere: his
political influence did not result in the
accumulation of wealth and privilege.
Thére was no Sandinista ‘Pifiata” in his
post-revolutionary life. The revolution
was about social advances by the class
as a whole, not individual
aggrandisement. The less the material
distance between leaders and followers,
the more likely they share the same
problems, the more likely the leaders will
respond to the same needs and problems
of the rank and file. The less the material
distance, the less obstacles to direct
communication and access, the greater
the possibility of shared perspectives,
the less likely that the movement will
attract epportunists interested in utilising
politics as a-trampoline for a lucrative
career.

Today Che’s practice of shared material

- conditiens is practised by all of the major

new revolutionary movements. The
leaders of the MST in Brazil, the leaders
of the Cocaleros in Bolivia, the peasant
federation in Paraguay live in housing
and eat food and dress at levels quite

 similar to their mass supporters. The

gratifications of Ieadershlp are not found
in material rewards ‘or privileges but in
creating and improving one’s life
chances in the same degree as the
militants of the movement. Good
leadership is rewarded by respect,
recognltlon and authority among the
rank and file,

Che constantly fought “bureaucratic”
structures and methods by fighting for
effective and efficient organisation,
bringing the cadres to work in the
practical physical tasks and by creating
and educating average people in the
tasks to be solved. Anti-bureaucratic
struggle was not spontaneous. At
demanded discipline and structures that
permitted extra effort and individual

_initiatives.

Today’s successful revolutionary
movements are highly organised and yet
permit regional and local initiatives in the
realisation of common goals and
interests, The MST, for example, is a
disciplined, organised movement with a
national leadership whose purpose is to
realise a profound agrarian reform. While
the national leadership provides general
direction, the regional organisations
organise the land occupations,
resistance and production. And the local
co-ops decide their internal organlsation
and policies.

Ché was a firm believer in productive
work; of combining physical and mental
tasks as key elements in understanding
the everyday concerns of the people. He
saw volunteer labour as an important
ingredient in breaking down caste
outlooks among professionals and
intellectuals - to teach them how the
surplus was generated to provide for
cultural activity, More basically, Ché saw
this practice as key to creating bonds
between manual and mental workers, to
avoid the emergence of a New Class

based on the superlorlty of the

intellectuals.
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Today the new revolutionary movements
are engaged in a similar struggle: to
recruit intellectuals to serve the

- movement and not to become its self-

appointed vanguard. One of the areas
of greatest conflict in this regard is the
struggle between the professionals of
the NGOs and the popular leaders of the

revolutionary social movements. In many

cases, the NGO professionals fragment
the movements, subject them to
tutelage or herd them into apolitical
projects thus undermining their
revolutionary political program. The
revolutionary movements insist on
setting the agenda, defining their needs
and inviting the intellectuals to further
the struggle on the terms set by the
popular leaders. Some intellectuals
accept, many withdraw. '

Personal and political morality are
entwined in Ché practice. /n the Sierra
Maestra Ché forbade his comrades from
using torture to secure information from
a spy working for the secret police. He
argued that the use of torture would
defeat the purpose of the revolution
which was to abolish inhumane
treatment. Moreover, Ché argued the
practice of torture would corrupt the
revolutionaries practising it. Likewise,
Ché frequently liberated common
soldiers during the revolutionary war,
recognising that they foo were victims
of the system. Only torturers and those
officials with blood crimes were
summarily executed.

Che’s idea was that revolutionary
organisations should engage in activity
and create relations that pre-configured
the new society. Hence, his belief in “The
New Man” was based on the idea that
what is done and how it is done today
shapes what will emerge in the future.
He didn’t share the Soviet belief that by
putting a commercial price or stimulus
to motivate people would create a
communist society. On the contrary, he :
correctly perceived that underneath the
state property facade the Soviets were
creating a capitalist mentality. Thus Cha
anticipated with great foresight the
collapse of Soviet Communism and the
sudden emergence of capitalist ideology.
As Cheé and Castro argued, “You cannot
build communism with dollar signs in
people’s eyes”. This is not to say that
material improvements were not
essential to Che's vision. What he was
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The main problem of writing about Indian poetry in English after
Rabindranath Tagore is that there is a capacious nest of singing

birds, the more:interesting of them distinguished by about half-a-

dozen peems each, and exhibiting no significant fruitful threads

of development which can be traced by a critic in the way hecan .

chart'the variety, and plot the grewth of pnets Ilke Yeats, EI;ot or
Wallace Stevens

'Altheugh the really great poems of any poet, w1th the exceptions
of suich as Shakespeare or Pushkin repreeent only a fraction of
- the total ouevre with the leading Indians, it is a matter of a
fraction of a fraction. Thomas Hardy wrote many poems, a
ma|or|ty of which have only a paper modesty but wrote a fistful
of outstanding poems, which alone make him qualify as one of
the world's masters. Indian poets, an the other hand, do best in
anthalogies because only a few poems from an already slim output

entitle them for recognition as worth discussing. Therefore it is -
not possible for me te write on Indian poetry in English the way

s have written cn the Indian novet

Of course, from the more SpeCIftC po:nt of view of the Cross-

cultural encounter, the poetry represents a more inward and

intimate level of interactions, where the nuances of human
_interchange are more sensitively recorded, and for this reason it

is invaluable; the themes, too, abound: the physical Indian scene
- - the heat, dust and snowdrift, monsoon and drought, desert

'and'tropical-flamboyant;e - the different pace of life, the other
worldly religions, minimising if not altogether negating, the riches
of the lay world, the impact of Modernisation and Westernisation,
the emancipation of women, gradual yet traumatic, the strong

pull and presence of family, and of the extended family, the poverty

straddling conspicuous Wealth and ostentatious consumption,

the racial arrogance and compensatary pnde of ceuntry these

are but some, there is God's pleﬂty

Writing ina language, which though spoken by many, is still cut
_off from traditions, sometimes staghant, sometimes evolving over
centuries, presents its own problems. Even in the United States,
where the language was used by native speakers of English, it
~ took quite a while for the art of letters to acquire a self- sustaining

~ national quahtv In India, where the cennotatlons of the English .-

vecabuiary are thin, they will beceme denser, but we have fo

- Guy Amirthan_aya'gam._ :

wa|t The Janguage is used efficiently in many areas of
communication and mterchange where it enjoys pre-eminence,

such as law, journalism, commerce and administration but the
creative use has to compete with local Ianguages enjoying.
hlstoncally contmueus, estabhshed tradntrons and large aud:ences :

Besides, there is a precmsfcy associated with the’ language of a
ruling elite, a self-consciousness about forging a larguage whlch :
is the mast important gateway to the centres of power in one’s
own country as well as the outside world, while at the same
time it does separate, even sunder, the writer from the teeming
populace. This can have a devastating effect an the lyric poem,
let alone making it unthinkable to imagine an Jndlan Chaucer or

'Shakespeare in the Englrsh tongue.

Of course, there are also the potent and ancillary problems of:
treating local events, situating and sensibility in a foreian or learned
language. | say this despite the achievement in prose of
R.K.Narayan, Nirad Chaudhri or Anita Desai. But India is populous,
the use of English is growing {unlike, for example, in Sri Lanka or

Burma, two countries which are more in need of international

involvernent), and we can look forward in the future to the distinet
and compelling presence of Indian literature in English. :

Of the poets | consider good | would name Nissim Ezekiel, Kamala
Das, A.K.Ramanujan, R. Parthasarathy, Jayanta Mahapatra, Arvind
Merhotra, Gieve Patel, Keki Daruwalla, and Arun Kolatkar. The
best of their poems rank with the best that is bemg written in
other English speaking countries, but considering the total body

_of their work, only Ezekiel, Ramanujan, Parthasarathy, perhaps

Mahapatra and certainly Kolatkhar have written poetry with
thematic sequences such as would lend them to some measure
of extended treatment.

: _My medus operandi, then, would be to mention some of the

poems | favour linking them with the most cursory comment on
the poets interests and techniques, befare | proceed to a more
detailed consideration - of Jejuri, a poetic sequence bv Arun
Kolatkhar

The doyen - the dean of the poetic corps - of modern India poetry
in English is Nissim Ezekiel. He is a Bene-lsrael Jew, an almost
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Its yours for rhe pnce and these
ald bits have character roo Today
they may not be available.
Naturally f cani’t press you

“to buy them, and were [ not feaving -

you hear the sun choking with an eclipse-
I would take your time though, and
satisty yourself, Yes, this is Europe,
that America, This scarecrow Asia,
that groin Africa and amputated’ :
Australia, These five, | don’t have more.
- Maybe another egg-laying istand remains
in the sea. You remember in my letter
| wrote of forésts? They're wrapped =~
“in leaves and there should be :
no trouble in carrying them.
This. skull contains the rivers.
Of that I'm sorry: Had you come
vesterday | might have given vou two.
| shalf take another look. Yes, { do-
have a mummy somewhere; only last
night the pyramids came
and knocked at my gares for a long time.

2

Would yetr mind if { showed you
a few more things now yz_)ur?'_ !
Be careful, -one river is still wet
and sfippery; its waters continue fo
rin like footprints. Well, this is a
brick and we call that string. i
This microscope contains the margins. -
- of a poem. [ have a map left, drawn
- by migrating birds. :
Come into the attic.
That’s hot a dolf - it's the
photograph of a brain walking
on sand and in the next one
it’s wearing an 0asis- like crowrn.
I must also shew yeu a tiger's skir
which once fiid a paiar:e £
On one roof you'll see
the antelope’s horns,

- ‘on another the falling wmd These round : ;

things are bangles and that Jong one
a gun. This cave js the inside .
- of a boot. And here
carved whee.-‘s turn througf srone
ik
I wish you had asked me earlier,
" The paintings have been bought -
by a broken mirrar
but | think | can lead you
to & crack in the wall.
I've a skeleton too.
ft’s full of buttertlies
~ who at dawn will carry away
-the crowrn. :
I've also a wheel-chair to show you;
it belonged te my uncle
and one day the hook
which hangs from the sky. - -
touched him. If you open the
cupboard you'll see his memory
“on the upper shelves and two books

Digiti

- now yo urs.

Huskm s Lecwres on Art and
A short History of Eng!.-sh L.'rerarwe by Legows

'l take another minute.
Can you climb this ladder?

Well, that’s the sun and moon
and with this candle yot: can
work the cfouds V'm sorry | was
short of space

and had to pack the Great Bear ;

in this clock. Oh them,

let them not worry you. -
- They're only fisherman and king

wha wilf sail soon as one’s bait

is ready and the other’s dominion.

Mahapatra a good, consistent poet who rarely rises to intensity
may be examined in the short A Missing Person

In the darkened reom
a Woman -
cannot find her reflection in the mirror

. Waiting as usual _ : - e
_ at the edge of sleep. s e 3

In her hands she holds
the oil lamp

' whase drunken yéﬂow flames

know where her lonely bady hides.

Daruwalla, whom | do not quote; may be sampled in Death of a
Bird, & moving, echoing poem. Gieve Patel, a humane, activist

* man of medicine may be seen in poems like On Killing.a Tree or
‘Servants. R. Parthasarathy’s entire sequence Rough Passage is

important, he has excellent imagistic skill, even if ‘his images rise
and evaporate within single lines. Though a fine post, i_ find his
moaning about his need to write in Tamil in order to define himself
as a man somewhat artificial: | am a Tamil myself and an
unpublished poet but except for occasional use of words like
“aiyo” for alas, or “ouch”, and of words like “Kadavul” far God,
| have no disquietudes about using English: | dream in it. Human

_experlence is surely, more :mportant than fussmg about lmgunsttc

media. Now to Kolatkar.

 ARUN KOLATKAR

- Arun Kolatkar is an Indian poet _Whosé mother tohgl._ue in M‘ara{t-hi,"

a language spoken in Western India, principally in the state of

‘Maharashtra which includes the city of Bombay. Speakers of

Marathi number about 45 million. Kolatkar writes poetry in Marathi

‘as well as in English: As he did not learn English until he was
fifteen years old, English for him is very much a second language.

Nevé_rtheles_s; his collection of poems entitled Jejus won the
Commonwealth Poetry Prize for 1977, a prize for which he had

_to compete with poets form all over the British Commonwealth

for many for whom English is a native language. Despite this.
success, Kolatkar is still little known, even in the Commonwealth..

It would not be an exaggeration to state that he is unknown in
. America. This is indeed regrettable in view of the fact that modern

Indian poetry in English, including Kolatkar’s Jefun, often shows
a highly individual absorption of Amencan mfluences ranging From
¥ S Eliot to e.e. Cummings -
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in her hand. p. 22/

The short poern ”Chaltanya which fol!ows, assomate the creatlve

energy of the god WIth a mute stones‘ :

he hopped a stone
- in his mouth :
and spar out gods. (p. 23}

In “Hills” the demons Khandoba killed were tumed into hills where

“cactus thrust/up through ribs of rock” {p.24): In the fol[owmg,
iThe Priest’s Son”, the poet asks a young boy whether he believes '
in the legend of Khandaba, The boy “looks uncomfortable” and.

is saved.from his embarrassment (and from revealing his

scepticism) by the quick appearance of a butterfly, a symbol of
natural life among these infertile hills. The image is continued in’

“The Butterfly”, with the apparition of the insect as transitory,  the parents to serve god; and Murli is a first-born female who is

dedicated to the temple and often becomes a prostitute. The =

dlsappearmg as anckIy as it appeared
Just a .p:'n!ch. of ye;‘!ow ;
it apens before it closes

_ and close before it o

where is it. (p.27}

Uniike Jejuri, and in contrast to the éhcient but no Iongef enduring
splr:tual mgmfmance of the shrine; the butterfly exists only in the :

‘moment:

{t has mo future.
It is pinned down to ne past.
ft's a pun on rhe presenr (p 27}

~ Blending the i |mages of stones and gods the poet is now able to
: hypothemse about the nature of the dwme in JE]UI'I

whar is 'god

and what is stone

_ the dividing fine

if it exisis

is very thin -

at jefuri

and every other stone

is god or h;s cousin. {p. 28}

The next and longer poem, "A|am|i and the Trgers A |s a mature
and intelligent rationale for the need of sacrlf_lpe and compramise,
~with the post writing a powerful and witty fable to illustrate the
need for political manipulation in order to survive and be content.
Aj'amil, the shepherd, realises that he can have peace with the
tigers only if he allows them to eat some of his sheep, that a full

stomach is the best ‘guarantee of an endunng treaty and a

“common bond” (p.32). The.succinct narration - almost staceato
when necessary -with its effective dialogue and the conversational

: best poems in this sequence

A,:amf! cut them f'oose :
and asked rhem all to stay for dmner ;
It was an offer the ngers couldn’t refuse.
And after the famb chops and rhe roast,
when Ajanil pmposed : : ;
they sign & long term fmendsh;p rreary,
all the tigers roared,
“We couldn't agree w:th you more

Sigiimespd

_And swore they would be good fnends all their lives
as rhey pur dawn the forks and the knives.

Afamil s.'gned a pacr
with the tiger people and sent rhem back,
Laden with gifts of sheep, !earher jackers 3nd balfs of wool,

- Ajamil wasn't a fool.

Like all good shepherds he knew _ ;
that even tigers have got to eat some time.

- a good shepherd sees to it they do.

He is free to play a flute all day :
as well-fed tigers and fat sheep drink from the same pond
Wffh a full stamach for a common hond. r’p 32}

- The two succeedlng poems, “A Song for a Vaghya and “A Song

for a Murli”. are spoken by a man and a woman respectively -
-Vaghya in the first poem is a first-borh male child given away by

poems are ironically poignant: Vaghya recognises that if he cannot
beg he must steal and that if his instrument has only one strmg,

- it does not matter because he only knows a ane-word song:

God is the word

and | know: it backwards.
l know it as fangs ..
inside my flanks.

But | also know it

as a lamb
between my tfeeth,
as a taste of blood

_ upon my tongue.

-And this is the only song.
've always sung. (p.34) -

‘The sense of his role as a sacrificial victim and tﬁe crueity of that

~ sacrifice is strikingly conveyed. The irony of Murli in the second

poem as performmg both the role of protesters and prostitute is

: typlcal

Vou dare not nrde off with it
don’t you see khandoba’s brand on its ﬁank

-you horse rh.-ef

ook

that's his narme

 tattooed just below the left collar bone

keep your hands off khandoha s womarn -

you ofd lecher

let’s see the ca!ow of your money f.-rsr !p 35)

The i_m'agih‘ative problem.in this poem is orie of vision - you need
the light of the moon in order to see the god’s mark on the hill.
Murli needs the moon’s light so as to identify the thief, bt asa

© prastitute, using him, she also needs it 1o see the colour of his
but ordered rhythms, contributes to the success of one of the - : : ; e :

money.

The small poem, “The Reservoir”, uses the imagery of drought

~ to indicate that the great architectural feats of the ancient rulers
- are now without any possibilities of life. The springs of the spiritual

life have also run dry. In “A’ Little: Pile of Stones” the post is
telling a young woman, a devotee, how to find the happiness.
The devotee is mstructed that she can learn from. the stones a
lesson which may lead her to happiness. ”Makarand" the poem
-WhiCh follows, is a rejection by the poet of the temptation to
pray: rather than take his shi_rt off he would smoke_rn the courtyard,

[T SRR el gt e 0 T
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dishwater in your face, performs ablutions and cererhonies.; the
backing clerk believes in the “doctrine” of the next train and the
two-headed station master belongs to a “sect” that rejects every
timetable. Words such as “apocryphal”, “ritual”, “sect”, “doctrine”
‘each emphasise the religious connotations. A typical humour
predominates, however- through, for example, the way the station-
master cannot be bothered with such pedestrian matters as
timetables. The poet is also satiric about the religious exegesis
which tries to make out that everything is Imp]ICJ‘t |r‘| the original
text, all wisdom i in the Vedas:

all r.fmerabfes ever published

along with all timetables yet fo be pubﬁshed
are simultaneously valid
. at any given time and on any given rrack
insofar as all the timetables were inherent
in the one printed

when the track was laid. (p.56)

The fifth section, entitled “wows”, portrays the poet-protagonist
as a person willing to make any sacrifice in order to find out the
“time the train is due. The criticism: of the traditional Indian
‘bureaucracy wherein the station master is the most impartant

civil servant in Jejuri, is based on the common experience of the.

rule and servant relationship, whereby the public official is not
the public servant but'stnmec‘nne weho must be propitiated:

slaughter & goat before rhe clock

. .smash a coconut on the raifway track

smear the indicator with the blood of acock
hathe the station master in mifk

and promise you will give

a solid toy train to the boakmg cferk

if onfy someone would tell you

. when the next train is. due. 1p.57}

The sixth'a_nd concluding vignette, called “the setting sun”, is
not, however, altogether ironic. There seems to be a sense that
‘the sun “touching upon the horizon/at a point where the rails”
(p.58) appear to met is symbolic of a fulfilled or fulfillable
prophecy; but it is net altogether a hopeful ending because the
image of the wheel is also suggestive of the train, and therefore

- of the unrewardihg railway station. The setting sun symbolises

the end of a journey. What has been dnscovered in the search is

not clear

lt is difficu‘[t to say at'_‘zhi_s stage whether Arun Kolarkar will

" develop into-a great poet in the English language. One does not

even know if he will write any more poems in English. But it is

important to recognise both the achievement and potential

- manifested in Jejuri. Obviously, not all the poems in the sequence'
are of the same order of excellence, and 1 have preferred not to
dwell on the inadequacies or the occasional failures of tone. But

~ the exuberant fertility of this poet’s inventiveness in a language,
which while being at the same time Indianised and highly
individual, is clearly the end preduct of a tongue which now
seems to belong not only to the countries which produced Milton

~ and Mark Twain but also to that latecomer on the stage of English
literature, the vast and popuious subcontment of India. :

Contd fmm page 13

stresses that a guerrilla Struggle could not develop in
‘countries where governments are the result of some form
of papular consultation and where the pOSSIbHI‘tIes of civic
struggle have not been exhausted.

Che Would prr\nlege the armed strugg!e given the specn‘rc '

-conditions of most of Latin America in the specific decade
- of the sixties. It is not a once and forever recipe and Guevara
does not rule out institutional non-military transitions where -

revolutionaries make full use of liberal frameworks up to

‘the last moment. This is not contrary to the central strategic

objectives which for Guevara are the destruction of

_imperialism and the construction of socialist power.

If we d_weIi on this polemic it is also because we must also
take account more than ever the gualities of Ché not only -

as a guerrilla combatant, but also an organiser, a statesman, L
as an integral ethical human being. Guevara indeed was as =

much concerned with the armed seizure of power as with .

the political tasks m\rolved in constructmg orgamsational

options.

.~ In this sense Che s principal !egacy stands as the readlness o

to employ crifical capacity in the approach. both to
revolut;o_nary theory and revolutionary actian,

_contextl}ali'zing both the conditions_ahd-spec-ific_it:ies :

requiring transformations. In many senses, the dissolution
of the Soviet Union has also liberated Ché and allows a

{ new appreciation for his anti-dogmatism, his ridicule of -
revisionism and anti-revisionism, and the insistence of-
_developing the critical spirit in all directions and for all times.:

In Ché we find this intimate and complex dialectic between
the individual devoted to the revolutionary cause and the
individual devoted to the collective. - Self-formation gives -
way to collective formation, and vice versa. Ché is a
revolutionary because he was first a humanist. He

constructs his own person on a humane and ethical base
_ to thereupon contribute testimony and action to the human
formation of others, to their revolutionary formation.

_G'uevara indéed taugh't- us lessons incredibly -ré_'levant for

our neoliberal times. He insisted that could be no separation
between the individual and the community, no divorce

" between personat ethics and: politics. For Che the age old "
conflict between individuality and community” was. the

_ product of both the past and the present, of the deformation
-brought about in capitalist society, limiting or conditioning

that "conscnousness" which does not allow the human being
10 practlce and fulfil his and her humanity, the person as an

“unfinished histerical product which can only be advanced

by individual and collective conscmusne.ss of hlstory along
with reflection on social context in this way the new man

Sein Che’s words - or person is barn: he or she that struggles

to ieave ‘the kmgdom of necessﬁcy in order to enter that of

'i:berty
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identity as the concept of nation state
peters out. -

Local regional identity and culture are
beginning 1o grow in importance as a
European supranational identity is
superseding and transcending national
identity and as more political attention
now focuses on Brussels and
Strasbourg rat_her than on London or
Dublin. Britain and the republic of
Ireland are member states within the
EU and signatories to the Maastricht
treat, signifying the political union of
member states, and are obliged 1o
obey all directives from Strasbourg and
Brussels. For example, in June 1991
Community  Connections was
organised to develop cross-border
economic and community
development between community
groups in West Cavan and North
Leitrim in the Irish Republic and West
Fermanagh in Northern Ireland. Jenny
Hopkins from the Regional policy
Department " of the European

Commission stated that this was a part

of an EU initiative “to break down the
unnecessary border mentality that
sometimes occurs and is entirely in the
spirit that the Commission wanted to
see coming forward, that of
communities on borders working
together for their reglon" {Trimble,
1881 10

Such a prospect of more regional

autonomy will gradually erode the
gecopolitical and psychological border
between Northern and Southern
ireland. Each region will he able to
- defend its sovereignty and
independence against the
entanglement and encroachment of
central government. This process will
remove “one of the major causes of

human conflict - the non-recognition,

undervaluing, neglect and even
elimination of the identity of peoples
(Hume, 1988, 48). '

13. CONCLUSIONS
Some from of s-ettlefnént can be

: érranged between all of the internal
forces within Northern Ireland, as long

as the external guarantors {the British

“and Irish governments) are not part of
the mediating process. The conflict in
" Northern lreland is deep-roocted;
however, an impartial third-party

facilitating _teém can support each

‘community in solving its basic needs
- economic

and industrial
development, security, employment,
co-operation and frequent contact in
the socio-cultural arena (Burton 1990:
Azar & Burton 1986).

A positive peace is possible in
Northern ireland, and the current
cessation of violence is just one more
step on a long, arduous journey
toward a lasting settlement. This
proposal is not a panacea for an

 immediate resolution to the conflict,

but it can help restore flexibility to
diametrically opposed views by
transforming the underiving nature of
the conflict (Gottlieb, 1993].

These policy suggestions are not
prescriptions for an immediate
cessation to the inter-communal strife
and are put forward most tentatively.

As Akenson {1973} commented: “It
is easy for an outsider to criticise the
Ulster situation, but when he realises

the complexity of the region’s

problems, he also recognises that to
propound any simple solution would
be arrogance” (1973, 193).

The third party must not place either
community in a weak or zero-sum
position vis-a-vis the other, because
the active participation of all parties
in analysing, designing, and
implementing an effective design
process will endow both communities
to empower themselves (Kriesberg,
1982; Pruitt & Rubin, 1986). A good
outcome to this process is one in-
which all parties and forces co-operate
with, and learn to trust and respect,
one another.

CONCLUDED

w__aiting 42

Certainly not of pain.

Mirror

The mirror that fra.med you in each‘.maaterpiece
le placid now, like a quiet water
That held the flare and beauty of departed seasons

In that landscape, soft hued, with silks undraped
Your skin was the pastel sheen of earth,

Petal and dawn touched wing

On which gold and stones were the ghtter

Of 5ur1llght and he stars.

S0 this mirror is the machine of Light and Time
The boundary of a World which echoes still
The whisper of silks and sighs deep drawn

U. Karunatileke
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Will privatization mean
the end of the union
A | represent!
How will the interests
of my members be
protected!

- Trade Unionist

o

Privatizagor wi | in ng wey olite or reduce the
yowers and ngnts of vour unicn. British Airways was
arivatized in 19672 th upons ramain te protece worser
eresTs just 25 aefors. Sore of the world's argast, most
aowerful and vacal unions exist in che private secton For
swamiple, tha Lniced Aun Warkess (UAW) ropresent aver
100000 workers at the three - bigeost Amertan car
companics, rare of which anae stame ownad, n Rt tere s
awarylike qood thacworking cardidens will ctually marowe
in grivatizec companies, since thare will be substantal
IMYESEMENTS TRd8 T ipgrade Tacl tizs and trainirg Yol can
look forwaro to represerting a consicarably more

RFOSRE TS 1iG,

It iraarmnt ta res fze privatizztion iz 3 mesns 1o
an anc It is a means w2 improyve car fwing stardarcs, foster
tachrplapical progress, creare ernplovment and take odr
Jation intg 2 more prospencus tomornow. [0 crder o
actieva thase aims, privacmcon has ta be execuied-in the

APpCpIEIE Manral,

That ‘s the tas« af tha Pralis Eanerprize Refarm
Comenisgion (PERCY, 'ts rancate 5 o ralke privatization

wiork for Bri Lankans totzy and for gene-aticns w come.

Evory privatization is 2 carebully corsidersd decisicn
Crar ks into acccant tha irterests of all sactors of scoety;
tha genaral pulic the smte amployess, e consimers, tha

supzliens, 28 well 35 Pie Country's owRRL | BCONGMIC vigior

PERCS mission & to ses that privatizabicn works,
Idc g s, el ricrests aoc always being well ogcd
bl

With privatization everybody has a stake.
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