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Aller praduating  from  Peradeniya University, Mr. Menowvn de
Sitva juined che Lake Tlowse Newspapers where he held the highest
sl incloding Edivor, Daily Mows and luwlitor-in-Chict of the 1 ake House
atougs. Te has also served as Colombo comrespondent of man FinLemriona-
Ity reputed papers,

Finally, he foanded hix own journal LANKA GUARDIAN. O its
20h anniversacy, T am gl to congrailite bim on his sctvice o the
predeasiom and o his country.

Sirimme R . Bandaranaike
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Sl Larekeen el forcigr effiairs. Your own personal commament o e
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My congrandationg we coupled wiih the hoge ared the wish thar
e LG, wwill ber roith us Jfor ey more years.
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Mintster af Forvign A ffiirs.
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NE WS BACKGROUND

THE TAMILNADU FACTOR

Morvyn de Ell'l.l'ﬂ

Pr-::uf. G.L. Pleris |5 an . intelfigent

man, L0, plus-plusWhat's mora,
b -is. gne hanest man. And vet thesa
pest four years may be introduced a5
“Hm educeficn” of the farmer Colormbo
University’ Vica-Charcallon, no Quinicy
Adams. He was 3 brilliand, intEmalicn:
ally  knowan  Pral - af Law whari. lha
LANES GUARNAN  introduced At
dark days of July 190% a5 BLACK
JULY s b weards quiickhy appro-
priciled by e popllar press.

The LG, #arted as & forinighily.

uite sura it could be a wealdy Inlen
Woars orsocArd o we area manihbyg
wilh ils viery cxistencs In doubl unless
some gensraus NGO, or a "5AVE
THE LG craug, iexpﬂ'-'.riﬂtesl?] chisg-
£a the path of benigr intarsentary. Wa
samved all thess Cammunifies ...
including we  should zdd  wouldbe
Phd's and foreign Srni LankaiSoath Azim
spocialisbs.

But now with the Pecples Alllance
in its faurth year, well past e halfway
mark. the reqgims is in deep troukle,
trwaugh Hs leader ‘Chandrika Bandara-
Mlike Sumaralungi ramains - more
pepuler hary any  Ministar o or  PoA
leador:. and the PoAS s o coalilion
af 7-H-9 partiez, And the Oppos lion
srralls. bland,  Thus UNP, leacar
Ranil  Wickremazingha's - estromcly

supoessful visitio the Penples Fopuolic,

af China, coce regarcod as exclusiva

CPUAC o

Mcanwhile, -lhe P.AL carias an
eenardless,,, on Prosident Chandrika's
parsonal populanty. But the urbon ard

“gemi-urbian support-hase has crumbled

bacause the tracdtanal Lefist loade:s-
ship-ia ra-mare .. Comiracds Borrerd
Snyea anc Fieter Keuanman wieid tha
last: Among P&, suppcrars, thers s

& vague feeling of betrayal (the popudar
term ig* lef-dowr. This ie all part of
& patlem, a. familiar mind-=at. Defest

the" LLW.F., the dalardsrs of the nikng.

class, and things will ks beler.
beter ho? Why? The SLEP. In
alliance with e Ledt will "cushion”
g was—aaner ard e lawsr-rmiddls
class salarisd: Tha avorage vober doas
not krvawr that the real doclsich-mokars
are MOT in Calomba. They are in
Washinglor, wilh Iha World Bank and
IMF. Even Prod. Piers, despile &l his
degroes, cid net fully grasp these wial
Facls, or oaly-aHsr & year or 50, and
8 ckrzer encountars in. Gokarnba andfor
Washlngtan.

WRONG JOB

The point 18 that Prof, -Picrs 15
an- honest- man, He has ‘oome (e ca
8 jab.... just a3 ke had a5 Vice-Chon-
gelfor of te Colombe Univeraity. He
I5 & wery intelligend mar;. and harsicne
Tearmil quile quickly be was in the wiarg
job - To -wenderstandg’ his plight,  ard
therefore  sympathize with  hita, e
shartest raute iz & companson.. . Gon-
Bicdar -the professionalism and  sang
fraid of his colleague, Forsign hdiistor
Lakshman Kaﬂirgﬁmar. His tripta Delki
soon.giter the B.AP. taok office was
o perdast exampls of what e Ameri-
Cas retogrisa a5 an  "oo-the=hall”
reatlion, The ALDMK had swept tha
polls, crushing <ts tractional foe, 1ha
DMK, Tha post-alection. sthoathon wiis
plalnhy an “expasad flank™ By How,
o L3l B sz ha LT .T.E. syerpathi-
sers of the [nM K, would have gone
urder- - s :
grourd, ar &t least achpicd a low
prafile: aH

Mr. Wapaves has: publichy com-
millad- his admiristreton 1o a “ran-

irterdentonist" polley on S Lanka.
Fine. But one must wafch closely how
tha new aiministration.can impoase-its
bagamony  over the ‘Lak Saoha and
hig  allies on e sensitive drea - of
axlarnal rélations. rost crucia?y india's
naighbours.

The sweaping victong in Tamilnrdu

by Jayalalitha's AIDME does not s
ficaisiy tnouble Prire Minisiar - Wajpa-
vae. What it the DK, trolncad by
Jayalzlitha plays the S Lankan Tamd
came? Wil the LT.TE slip out of the
AIDKE fald? Wil i3 strategists exgploft
the DMK-AIDRK rivalngg
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The North-South conflict;
puppets and puppeteers

Gunadasa Amarasekera

Tamil terrorism has been  nurtured
and recruited in the North. There has
been little” or no evidence of a Tamil
terrorist movement in the South. Even
the bombings in the South have been
by terrorists from the North. Despite this,
- the political leaders of the Tamils, as

- well as of the SLFP, LSSP, CP and

the UNP have avoided looking for

indigenous causes in the North, Instead
they have all ganged up to implicate,
through distortion and fabrication, Sinha-
lese racism to be the raison d'etre of
LTTE terrorism. Their strategy is pro-

mpted by parochial political needs. The

~ leader of the SLFP, Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
“naike, when in the Opposi.ti_oh,".comme-
‘nded the Sinhalese for.their nationalism
and condemned the Tamils for their

- chauvinism. She declared thatthe Tamils -

dre one of the most privileged minorities
_inthe world (The Island, 14.8.1987). After
she became the Prime Minister.in 1994,
she commended the Tamils for their

- nationalism and condemned the Sinhale-

se for their chauvinism. She declared
that the Sinhalese are responsible for
the underprivileged position and injusti-
ces faced by the Tamils. The leaders
of the UNP have also followed this cycle

of change in their perceptlons of nationa- -

lism and chauvinism, ‘depending on
* whether they-are in office or out of it

The explanation for this strange pheno- -

menon is not far to seek: ‘when in
opposition the vote of the Sinhalese
- people is needed: 1o capture power. On
. the other hand, the vote of the Tamil
- MP's is vital to continue in’ offlce once
in government, : ;

- Our NGO intellectuals_. have offered
solutions to problems of the North and
East along much the same Imes ignoring

an even distorting historical realiies.
They see the problems and aspirations

of all Tamils as a corollary of the
problems and aspirations of the affluent
Colombo . Tamils in their struggle ~for
power and wealth within the ruling
- Westernized. oligarchy. They ignore the

~historical role of -the Colombo Tamils

in the economic and social deprivation
- of the static indigenous populations. of
the North and the East, and the conse-

2..

“mic civilizations.
sharp mind of American Secretary of

quent economic stagnation and destabili-
zation of a society ruled by a brahmin-

vellala caste oligarchy. Certain of these

NGO intellectuals have tried to use

ideological paradigms related to Western
multicultural societies and Westem civili- -

zation, to manipulate our political proce-

_sses, in order to serve the interests of
expatriate lobbies of the Colombo Ta-

mils, which are the financial backers of
their NGO paymasters. Multiculturalism,

- and openness to diverse cultures and

to major civilizations of the ancient and
the modern world has been the empirical
reality in Sri Lanka and India from ancient
to modern times; Much more so than
in the white Commonwealth that i inspires
our native sycophants. As far as the
Buddhist and Hindu civilizations of Asia
were. concerned, there is no likelinood
of a clash of civilizations, such as that

- conceived by Samuel Huntington, On

the contrary, these two civilizations, as
well as the Chinese, diffused into each
other and fertilized each other. Although
nation states of Asia came into conflict
for political or economic hegemony, there
is no evidence of the ideological imperia-
lism that took hold of the West. It may
well be that the clash of civilizations
anticipated by samuel Huntington, is tied

_up with ideological imperialism, which

developed inthe mono-religious core-va-
lue system of Judae-Christian and Isla-
It is unhkely that the

‘State Madeleine Albright was prompted

- to say that the present war in Sri Lanka
is ‘@ Buddhist-Hindu conflict by belief in

the clash of civilizations. It is more likely
that she was misled by some of our

NGO tmei ectuals

* The historical processes involved in

the evolution of the social and economic
realities in-the North have differed from
those in the South, It is by a comparisen
of such historical processes in the North
with those of the South that one can
see through the inanities of the hired
counterfeit intellectuals and sociological

issues that we have to face, and the

real problems that we have to confront
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in our modernizing, changing society.
Chandrika Kumaranatunga's tunnel vi-
sion can only take in the need to placate
the Tamils at any cost in order to
continue in her presidency. Presidents
come and go. The people of our country
and generations of their children, born
and unborn, have nowhere else to go.
It is for them to become aware of the
real issues that are bemg manipulated
by venal paliticians, Sinhalese, Tamiil and

Muslim; to increase their: wealth -and

power. That is the essential step for
the ordinary people of this country,
Sinhalese, Tamil, Mushm Burgher, Ma-
lay, of all religious deneminations, in

resioring a decent life for. themselves,

before that is wremevably maimed and
crippled by the institutionalised barba-
rism that passes for politics in Sri Lanka.
It"is with this ‘in mind: that | would like
1o draw - attention 1o .some' historical
differences in the evolution of the socio-

‘economic and educational institutions in
_the North and the South, in the colonial
and early post-colonial periods.

‘There is more ta Vellupillai Pirubaka-
ran's political extremism than megaloma-
nia driven by racistideology. The Indian

historian D.D. Kosambi's interpretation -

that caste is class in a feudal mode
of production, although an over-simplifi- -
cation, enables us to see more clearly

the mportant economic |mpllcat|0ns of
~ caste, which would have been an oppre-
ssive reality experienced by non-vellala

castes and their political leaders in the
North and East.

Anthony Bertolacm a former _colonial
auditor-general of civil accoums of Ce-
ylon (‘A view of the Agricultural, Comme-
rcial and Financial Interests of Ceylom,
1817) points out that exploitation of

-agricultural land in the North differed

radically from that in the South from early
times. In the North, the cultivator had

_no claim to the land he cultivated even

if he had cleared the land. Consequently,

: nd s ~ the owner of the' land could eject him.
‘kattadiyas’ (rhymes with that telling
Sinhala word ‘thakkadiyas’), to the real

Thus, the vellala land-owning class in
the North had unrestricted freedom to

~ monopolize and control agricultural pro-
~duction; and exploit agricultural labour




fram: svan pre-codonial times. This provi-
died e eponimic Infra-siuciure foe the

carEalidation, and canlinued hegemany .

o vedlala oligarsty and Lheir oppressiva
arvd reprassive contral of the political,
gorizl, educstional and raligioue instir-
tione i ke treditional caste atruciured
Hiridy sociely af the Marlkh,

HLD Mshindspala {The lsland, dune
B 19577 polms gul that the most agoni-
zing: sullaring and lairorising al- s Tarnil
pedapla tock: placa in. e phasess, [P
firgt of which was tha melibulionalised
tamarising of the Tamil pecple pepebus-
ted for three centuree by e Tamil
vellala caste, The secand wias when
Piubakaran teansiomed the old upoar

—casle fascism inbe his mwin brand of racist
idg=ologicel feeciam. Inthe light of Bertala-
colk's data snd-Kosambi's apathess that
casls 05 dass in o leudal mode o
production, the sacond phase can b
amen 85-an-putcome of the firet. | beliave
that Prabeksran'a. pemary oblective was
iha re-stscturing of the Tarmil sockeby
aof the Morh and Es=l Whikch het has
kncam in . Al IEE . hedestouwnd - casteism.
Prabakarans - acst o ideceogy, - Tarmil
chawwinism and his links with the fascist
movements in Tamé MNado ars the 1ocla
b hias it Ink Lge o achleve ha primiary
cojariive.

Bertoleec fourd A verny differsnt aitua-
fion. in the rest af the colming, amongs
ihe Sinheless, where the culbvaior wno
clegred &nd cultheated he tand eould
raal b ejecied by Ihe wner, as he had
- claim fo half the colivated land.
Bercacai sleomakea ihe inlereating
coamment that this differsnce 0 owne-
rahip, parmilting bedlsr expdoitation of the
cultivaiors by the ownesrs in the Boch
caomparaed to the South, waould aocourt
far the  gredtar: industiowsnass of the
Tamil cultvaior compared 1o the Sinhales
ge, fEiher thar Phorenl laznsss oo the
prart ol the ladler The fghl of the cultivaiar
I3 2w lard, togedher with the sbhaence
of & rigid caste structure bothatributsble
1o e moee lineral Sinkbala  Buddhist
Ethes af e Sallihy enataied tand: owna-
rship -ty he non-goyigama castes o
mamy regiang &l tn Soulh, A powsril
easle alinsschy basad drtland ovenership
could ralestablish itestl-in the South.
Consequanty in o the Sautn e oo
of prodicton, feudal and mercaniile, did
nat pedrmit conlel ol social, economig,
refiginus and educalional inetiitions by

& rigid cadte dllgarchy, In tacl non-wilala
entreuporetsh has played a prominent
rialein fhe developrmEnt o tha Bocic-pco-
nomic inslibdions. of ta South.

Tha naral 85 well se 1ha wibsn Temd
population of ‘the Marth Had been. the
menaticlanes of ~a sourd edusalional
infea-struchara, from iHe colonoal penod.
From calonial times, the ol &g el
as herban Tamll popatation ol The
Mol armounting (o 1655 en F pac cant

-l Che popaladicns ol e Sounty was

sarved by 80 per tenl of (e 1odal mambsr
of grade A echioals in the aguniny. Evan
e remalning 0 per cent ol the Grada
A-scivails serviced s0me 10 porcant of
LFea privileyad urbirn - ruling: dass intha
rast of -the courtry, which included the
affluest Colarmho Tamils. The successil
cAsie hegemanism practicod by the
ruling brahmin-wellala case oligachy in

the Morth, did not permit the evalubon

of caete. ecalitaranizm - angd - gard
sogarecanale ol teaugh e edu:
caticanal peoxsass - the Meoelh, both duning
e codanidl - and  plat-cokanial spariod.
Conseguantly, fhwre was a3 merksd
increase in profeesionals,  boreslcrats
and -skillad technical hurnen resolsors
amonest the vellala Tamis, This el
ked Tamd middle class from the Maorth
hawva, fram coknial tires, migrated o
e South to fhe urban cenlres; chisfly
Colornbe in search of waalh powar. Aa
a result, over a penocd of morethan
g 100" yaars, tha welala cligarchy was
instrumental in the tranedar of the Enmlus
product of the labaur of the peopde of
e Morth, malodal and indellsckual, fom
the Morth fo the: South. Thereby, the
Morth became & stagnant ey ils
sacety held In the thralidorm of & rigid
cisly sruclera, unable ie opan thamea-
lwes o the winds of change thet were
spraading imtre South sfter independs-
nce. O tha other hand the Tamils who
had migrated a0 thy Soulty, prosgarsed

there 10 BSoene a2 dominant -weakthy .

component in e powerful rling oS
of English -educated ' Sirhakase; Tamil
and Wluslin professionals, buresucrats
ardd pollicians. Conssquantly, the vellala
oligarchys wes phlE 1 exlerd thair
recional poder oo Thé cordm of powar
In" Criomix, ard tharaby oeurp even
e - cenlral  political | power thet shoold
have accrued to the people of shie Marb
Brd the Easi afer Independences. |t is
the wellala Gligaschy, ol the Sinhaless,
who have robbed the pecple of the Morth
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mat only of their socegmie fulture, "but
alea the capadly of - their social and
palical - Insitulidng. bo - modamize and
Eanulrea libesral and democratic; Enichs-
re; The caunicrail coin that-the TULE
Fetidees have minied in-orderto bany the
lewmlty of 8 suspicious indicEnioys g
laticrof'the Mo and East & SinFrajose
chalnimism amnd ragsm-But in fact. thess
Tarnil leadars and theair axpatriats fina-
noial backere are wsirg that ealn 1o Ry
cannon - fodder from the Morth and Easl
o defend thelr power and weallhin H"a
Soush,

The evclulicr - of -palitical = power
armangst the Sinhaless was vengdiff gren:
to that in the ‘Merh. and East, 1n b
Sotith, the nahoanal covival movernant of
Anagariks Dharmapala and: CWW Ke-
nnargare's  educational reloms s
two hilstodcal evenls ol enommous impa-
rande, The activilivs af thase byotsaders
A in et be ssan BE & reaponse ko
ke aspirabione of tha maes of the rural
pecete enjoying the lkberal ecovadimic frvd
Eodiat atruciure that prevalled in o kwa
South, having few ol he conslrainis that
presailed in tho  Madh: The netonsl
revival movgmant and the educetanzl
refarms enablad the SinhdEse nleige-
ntaia to identify theextant ol their cultaral
and aconiomic deprivation, by the English
educated mddle clazs, This class, aplly
called the modern “Gamunu Kulaya' by
hmrtity - Whickrarasinghe, consisting - of
Slnh&lese, Tames, - Muslims snd Bo-
rghess, hagd laken complsie contrml o
i Eocial and educstonal insihdions
and the farmal axanimy, Dok -in the
cakinial and  post-colonial - pericd. The
hegamony of 1hia clags, was teurdod
on the‘uze of Englsh by prisis, as the
Elate languane, allbough 85 per-oem
of e goopd Bad no knowlsdge of the
languags. EWHD Bandsranalke, Phillip
Gurewsrdens, . mnd. TB llangarains,
Bmongst  cihers, warg poliicienz whn
ungdersioed the peraeplion: of the Shalk
gducated inelligentsly, that cultural 2nd
Bconodmic exphcialanweres the wo faoes
of ' one - goin, - namey Englishe linguistc
hegamony. Thia was nol surprising in
B Eiualion where all banking, -egal
processes, and communicailion befwsn
bedh govermmant and prvate icshilulions,
and erilny ime the professional sducartian
process, required o abildy to read 2nd
write English. Tra situstion was such
et even the doctoral theses af Sinhale-
&2 scholars bed 1o Be submiled in the



English language. On the other hand,

the opportunity to acquire a knowledge
of English was almost the sele monopoly

2 of this same Anglophile ruling nexus of
professionals, - bureaucrats - and - politi- -

cians. The leaders of the MEP saw the
justifiable grievances arising: from the

exclusion of the vernacular educated

‘masses from upward social mobility, by

the linguistic hegemony resulting -from .

the retention of English as thestate
language - even . after - independence.
~ SWRD Bandaranaike and Phillip Gune-

‘wardene roused the exploited and depri-
-ved Sinhala vernacular constituency,
with the promise to replace English with
Sinhala as the official language, in order

to emancipate the vernacular constitue-

.ncy -of the South from their economic
and cultural deprivation. In the MEP
government of 1956, Phillip Gunewarde—
ne and TB IIIangaratne were two politi-
“ cians who took the necessary corollary
steps o restructure the economy. with
the aim of increasing rural capital accu-
mulation and investment amongst the
vernacular intelligentsia. An  objective
review of the changes that have occurred

in the Sri Lankan economy will reveal
that the. catalyst for the entrepeneurism

that Gunewardene and lllangaratne were

instrumental in generating in the South,

was the- use of Sinhala as an official
language. It led to a growth in the
informal economy brought about by the
. entrepuernism of a ‘national "bourgeois
- ¢class educated in- swabasha, This led
to the diffusion of the money and the
" incentives to the Sinhalese rural intellige-
ntsia, and encouraged them to seek to
educate - their children in the better

provincial urban s_chgols-,' with facilities
closer to those of Grade A schools in.
Colombo and Jaffna. The result was the

emergence of a rural population with

access to higher education in technologi-

cal_and professional subjects. By the
'1960's, this had resulted in an expone-

‘ntial growth in-competent professional,

technical and skilled human resources
- within the rural- mass of the Sinhalese.
- who had been-deprived of such educa-
tion processes. during the colonjal period.

The Tamil swabasha infell igents:a in

the Noﬁh and East never received the

kind. - of Ieadersh:p_ that the - Sinhala
swabasha intelligentsia had  received.

The vellala dominated political institu-
~_tions did not allow the kind of liberalising

‘influences that. emerged in the South.

- moved to the South, _ _
Jindustrial, professional and the political

_deprivation of the

Besides, the base of power and wealth

of the Brahmin-vellala oligarchy had
into commercial,

institutions of the Westernized oligarchy

who held-:central power, The Colombo

Tamils had come to accept their cultural,
economic, social and geographical alie-
nation from the North, which they had
exploited-and exiracted into a stagnant
state. With the British patronage exte-
nded to minorities as part of their divide
and rule strategy, the Tamils of the South

_had acquired more power and privilleges
- than the majority’ Sinhalese, within the

ruling class. They needed the North and
East only as political constituencies to

consolidate their - political power base
_within the ruling class in the South, after

the British left. They wore the tuxedo

in the South, and changed to vem when .
visiting the North.

The Iarge increase in ihe professional,
technical and skilled human resources
amongst the Sinhalese in the 1950s
necessarily reversed the tamil domina-

_tion that had prevailed in the colonial
and early ‘post-colonial period. - This
fundamental change, and the- conse- .

quent.competition for employment oppo-

rtunities for the Tamils in the South, was .

not accepted by them, although it was

an inevitable consequence of the more

equitable education system introduced

in_post-independent. Sri Lanka. On the.
other hand, the categorical rejection of.
the UNP by the deprived Sinhala verna-

cular constituency made the Anglophile
Tamil political leaders of the South aware
that they might face a similar rejection
by the deprived Tamil vernacular intelli-
gentsia :in (the North. Their - primary
objective was the retention of English,
not-to provide for the use of Tamil by

- the Tamil swabasha constltuency With
' this in view, they embarked on a strategy
of subversion, by identifying the official
status given to Sinhalese as racist in

intent. Thereby, they precipitated a con-

frontation between the swabasha Tamil -

intelligentsia of the North and East, on
the one hand, and the swabasha Sinha-
lese intelligentsia in 1he South on the

‘other. The, objective of the Tamil polltlca!

leaders of the South was to use the

conflict between the North and the South .
to feather their nest of power and wealth
in the South, and to hide their own

responmblhty for the economic and sacial

indigenous Tamil'

population of the North and East. Like
their outrageous separatist ideas and
demands for. fifty-fity power sharing

‘made many years before 1956, the

demand for Tamil as a state language
was primarily to increase and consolidate
their power in. the ' Anglophile ruling
oligarchy- in the South, by bringing -
political pressure on the Sinhalese pOllll- _

cal leaders. At the same time, the

> chauvinism resuiting from the confronta-

tion helps to consolidate the waning
power of the Tamil vellala oligarchy in-
Colombo over the deprived Tamils of.
the North and East. Referring to political
events after 1956, A. J. Wilson, 8. J.
V. Chelanayakam's son-in-law has said;

“The history of Sri Lanka might have

been different had the FP supported
Dudiey, It would have been spared the
horrors of the.coming communal conflict,
not to-mention the economic mess we
plunged into with nationalisation of petro-
Jleum ‘as well as the well cared for

denominational school, the best of which

were situated in the Tamil Jaffna peni-
nsula”. To Wilson, what was important
was the status quo that preserved the

_privileges . and - power of the affluent

Tamils in the South within the Anglophile

- power oligarchy consisting of all ethnic

groups. After a decade or so, the
opposition of the Tamil leaders to the
official status given to Sinhala did in

. fact lead to that status quo before 1956,

with the restoration: of English linquistic
hegemony, and the side-lining of the

Sinhalese and Tamil veracutar consti-

tuency.
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The proposed constiutional peckage
demarde 8 third of the fand mass of
Sri Lanke and two-thirds of its coask-ling
far the sole use of the 12 por cenl Sri
Lankan Tamd popuelkslion, whilst leaing
Ehe rerrraiming k- lhifds af thecland mass
ard - one-third of 'the cosetine, to be
sherad between the ¥4 per cent Sinha-
lese papulation, the samea 12 per cant
Gr Lankan Tamils. the ¥ per cent
Muetme, - end-¥ per-cent  hMalays, B
ghers gnd Indin Tarnils Whatl is more,
the Sinhalese are to be divided into
sevein or gight regions, to facilitate the
promation of ragicnal conflict Betaeen
tram. Shom of the legal casalsing, this
Is the ﬂli"ﬂE}:HIII.IS cores Lantanl al - lhs
package thal Crandrika Kemarangionga
wants the gounlry b accapt.

Tho TULF know that ewven if ha
sunives, - Pirubakaren  woald nal be
Roosptates to the peomle of ke Marlin
and Fse Easl hrough Bhe esercisa of
the vote, becawss of “his caste, and
recard of wiolence anid Temorn, BMesnwhile,
the LTTE, the Frankionslen monsbar
creahid Dyt TULF, is alic siminaling any
alternative to-the TULFE Fal might have
ernefged in he PNodh arvd East Thasa
Ewdilan strategiss, interdad toconsci-
drte the TLILFE a8 1he sois  polilcad
leadasship ol lhe Morth, Eas1'and Sauth.
hos bean at the coat of encrmois
destruction of the humsn and . material
recources ol the antie coodlry, The
intrarsigence af e TLLF & a deliberala
2oy Lo prompd LTTE intransigemce. The
shamsless abjectiness of Sinhalese palit-
cal leadarship daver by graed Fr power
&nd washh, rounds off tho TULE shalegy
1 consalcdils tha poyesr base of the
vellaia oligarchy in e South.

 Altough the Tenm pal patisim hag Boeon
wsed to lump the WP and ha LTTE
e ene crlegary, hol iz only a lzhal
tor e - violent  radicalism . Bnd terrar
faclics adopted by their leacersaln, The
historical ceuses arg wery dilforent, |
have  fried 1o ashow' ol the LTTE
aanatiuamty nesded arirmarily to confron
a p=awarlul caste oligarchy, if they wre
ko brimg Bbeut sigaificans charngas in Lhe
ecanomic: A social siucluss of the
Marth, Their reul batlle ia'for auioncesy
willvnn she caste-siricture of trair sociaby,
earething which. Lhay v not schiews
eden il ey gol Eolam by Battling witn
th Sirchalese,  Pindoekerana  failuss o
resnond 1o Ghandrke Kurmeranatings's
ofce ol ana-third-of her 'Eragdom' o b

held in "suzerainty’ by Him on her bahalf
Tora el o lan yaare, wasa predictable;
£0:i5 1he ragent tongue in the gheek
slatement of tha TULF leader Murigesu
Si'.-'as.iftampalam that ta LTTE i lhe

sola representstive of e Tamil peaple.

Withcut his antl-Sinkely racist idaoingy.
It wadlala dominaied Tamil eociety of
tha Marth would never acknowladge
Pirobakaran as democraically acoepta-
Ble loader of Fa Tamis. Sivasittampaizm
knows thet if Pindekermn sccepis Cha-
ndrike Kumaranabeyga's offer, e LTTE
coukd surive only Dy dE@smanling the
widlala daminalion of e sock-sconomic
stivelure of e Nordh, a task they could
newer- achiswva loy-tarmorsm. In fecl, 1he
only-wey to schisvs that would -be 1o
opan ihe doged, aEmte-fdoen sodaly
of e Morh tothe: lineral and losarant
soclety of e Scwlh. For that-wery
raason. the politizal strategy of tha TULF
i ta ieolats the Boah frorm: he Soall
by provoking racist confronlalion, and
conetimionat changes that will ensurg
aeparatizm, whilstthey themsoies anjay
the apen society of the South.

- Tha history of the WP constitgency
ig wery citferent from that of the LTTE,
The JVP conskluanay, (oot e Jeader
ship] began to teke shape 4 the 19800
45 m ﬂEHEFHhD-"I whe i I:IEI'u'EIID-pE-:i a2
mieckern radical - aulioak frarmn varnacular
writings in podilics, socialogy, liveratire,
histary,” science atc. in the open and
lib=ral eractare of the goclal, eodaimic
ard paliteal ineiilons ol hé Soush
generated oy the Kannangara educatio-
malrmtarrmns: I nust ba arr'anE.LzF-;:I tat
thiz modem swabazha Inkzligentzia had
acquired & meturity of political conaciou-
snass har hed. outstripped. gl of ts
slogan crientatad oppanunist leackrehip,
They repeEsanied o progressive ndiga-
nous palfical sensciousnass. that zaw
hermsehes ag tha vicEme of the bairayal
uf the swebasha riteligentsla by the
SLFF lerdasship of B 1000°%s. who had
joined farces wilh he aliist Westernize
ollgaichy rojeclsd in 19596, The hidpan
rosourcas and tha indomnal - ecopnamic
infra-siructures. af the JYP constiueooy
woere  undar-olilized - because  al lhis
betrayal. The gromth rales reached by
tha markst ecanomy- inlreduced in the
1883005 wauld not-have been posstis
Bub for lhe rural humen: ressaurces:and
rural informsl economes [nlrg-slhuctures
ol dhe. VP conefftiercy,” which - had
aocumulated, slhalf grossly under-utii-

Digitized by Noolahgm'Foundation.
nootaham.org'| aavanaham.org

Zad, from dhe aady. 1980%. Had thoses
hurman resources and the infoemal® eca-
normy been  tapped durdng tre PRG0S
by the SLFP. the VP constiuency wodkd
have maiured ard peoduced a poblical
and profeesionel ‘leadelship capabie of
developing and. managing 2 humana,
pragratic Jathika Adhikeys coneonant
with ot Jdathike Chithenaya, i inlera-
chion withi the mademising lormal soo-
ramy. But whal aclsally happened - ie
o fistory. The WP conetiuency was
drawn imo 2 foolish ‘galkatia’ revalulice
by an opporunial beadership ino 1971,
In 15&F, the JVP leadsghip had virually
become & crininal argarézation. This wes
Pot SRS, in an era o which
criminalisation. had antared every LINF
palilice. i the JWP conslifucency bolkved
that the FA wauld changa things, thay
muzt be disiusioned by new. Chandriks
Rumaranaiunga ard  her depudy, GL
Piaris, have resonsd 1o oflering the
agricutiural and induslial infra-structure
ol Lhis counbry, 1o bargain” hynting neo-
colonisl buyara: Small woekdar Lhal she
ard her depuly hove recswed the
fuleame pralse af e Workd Bank. {The’
Isdani, 21.4.58),

The-Intent of GL Fiare snd Mealan
Thinschedvam iz ta confuse and obscura
the imponant aepects. ol paolilical canfict
catlined  akxnd, Their straiegies have
trarslarmed Ahe paliteal powen stiugygle
within- the #uling  Sinhala, Temil anid
Muslion -Englien speaking, eligarcky, oo
en ethnie, raclst confrontstion between
the Marth, the East and the Sowth. The
obpeciive i o sreals a role for themdos
Ivee BE ihe poneer Drokers in he can’lict,
witnin &1 Lanks, seglonally, and intema-
tianally,

Real cordlict resolution, - shom of the
Jargan wsed by GL Fiers,. Tirusralam
and dhe BGO iabbics o confuss the
sz, will come whon e deprived
Sinkwlese, Tarmils and Musims are sde
k3 raalize that their griovances have
nedhing: 1o do with- their Glhnicity; that
athnic confiict is Ihe divisive: sirateny of
e Weslernized English guucatad Sin-
hala, Tamil and Maglim falive ruling
Clas, who have (oingd forces with the
nec-colenialist forces of e Wia Com-
momwealth, 16 facidate end. perprduate
thesr linguislic policel hegamany and
eonomic exphiltalice of the vemac uar
rialive paopls



REINVENTING INTERNA TIONAL LAW

‘Women’s nghts as Human nghts |n
the Internatlonal Communlty

Radhlka Coomaraswamy

Introd uctron =

| am pleased to be at Harvard Law
Schoel ‘where [ was once a student,
~ to deliver another in the series of Edward
A. Smith Lectures and, by doing so,
to join. a distinguished group of human
rights activists and scholars.” My topic,

the innovative paths by ‘which women's

rights have become human rights, hi-
‘ghlights the transformation of somie vital
aspects of mternataonai law. Do

121 natlons have ratified the Corwe--

: ntlon on the Elimination of All. Forms

~of Discrimination Against Women (CE-
DAW, or the Women's Convention).
- Although it enjoys the privilege of having

this ~exceptionally  large  membership, -
CEDAW is also the human rights conve-

“ntion with the largest number of state

~ reservations. This says much about the

international community and the question
- of women: In some ways, women’s rights
are the most :popular of international
initiatives, but they are the area with
the most profound disagreements. Rela-
tive to other fields, they are more fragile,
have weaker implementation procedu-
res,-and suffer from inadequate financial
support from the United Nations. :

~ Both in Vienna at the World Confere-

nce on Human Rights in 1993 and in

Beijing at the _"[9_9_5 Werld Conference
on Women, women’s rights were reco-
gnized as human rights.. For the first

~ time their articulation was accepted as
an aspect of international human rights

law. The underpining of women's rights

with human rights would give women’s

rights - discourse 'a - special trajectory,
emerging as a major.innovation of human

rights policy. within “the -framewark of -

international law. But; before we analyse
the discussion of women's rights as
human nghts ‘we must . first meet. the
argument chal Iengmg the. very premrse
of the debate : SR :

Many scho!ars from the thrrd worid"'

. This Edwamf A, Smith Lecrure was defwe-
red ar rhe Hanfard Law School.

6

argue that human rights discourse is not
universal but a product of the Eurgpean
enlightenment and its particular cultural
development. In the area of women's
rights this type of limitation is often
introduced and underscored by many
third . world governments. Women are

-seen as the symbol of a particular cultural
order. As icans of cultural. purity, the.

construction of their rights becomes
prablematic. To grant universality to their

fights is to undermine the cultural frame- .
~work of a particular society. When it

comes to issues such as female genital

mutilation, sati, punishment according to

Shariah law and other practices which
are particular to cultural communmes
this: argument -is made even more
forcefully by those who believe that many

values are culturally relative. It is therefo-
re initially necessary to underscore the

universality of human  rights ~as. an
essential first step in the recognition: of
human nghts as womens rights.: -

In many ways the prwrleged personali- -,
ty of intemational human rights law is
the so called enfightenment personality

- - a man, endowed with reason, unfette-

red and equal to other men. This
construction of the world underpins most
of the “instruments on
human rights law. What is essentially
called liberal feminism is now keen on

_extending these postulates to women
who ‘should also be recognised as
‘endowed with reason and unfettered in
‘spirit. This project to extend the enlighte-
nment -ideal 10 women received wide-

spread support from all secters of the
women's movement as an “important

starting - point for the discussion of

women’s rights especially at the interna-
tional level. However, to ‘accept such

postulates in many parts of the world
‘is 'to .acknowledge the ‘cultural victory

of Enlightenment Europe, :a truth which

is often-unpalatable in the non-western
world. | would like'to deal preliminarily
‘with this issue — the question of the

universal ‘legitimacy of the women's

rights- a8 human rights. “If human rights -
- doctrine has its origins.in enlightenment

_ population. .

international-

eurdpe and in:North America, should
we work toward its Universalisation? The
dilemma is a real one for all academics

who are concerned with the development

of. political values in: the non-westem
world

On the one hand there is the rntelle— :

ctual quest to (_:rltrque the co_lonral expe-
rience and the experience of the structu-
res of the enlightenment as a colonial

subject. All my academic career, | have

agreed with. thinkers- like Foucault that
there was a need to demystify the

Enlightenment project. In addition writers -

such as Parha Chatteriee and Inden
have shown the negative aspect of this
proleet inthe colomal world. The celonial

venture, imbued by the philosophy of

the enllghtenmem has led to the morbid
structures and developments in these
post-colonial -societies. Many scholars,
including Sri tanka’s Gananath Obeye-
sekere have described_th‘is‘ morbidity and

contradiction in very clear and unambi-
|, myself, have strong

guous terms’.
reservations about certain Enlightenment

ideas in their defining, classifying and .

excluding large segments of the world’s
I have - objections ' to the
notions of order, and discipline, couched

in terms of a paternalistic enterprise -

which perhaps was the greatest contribu-

tion of enlightenment ideas in the field.

of law. Nonetheless, | stand before you

today as an active mstrumem of the
‘Enlightenment, promoting international
~human rights standards, urging people
1o discipline and punish the violators of

those standards especially those who

: are the perpetrators of wolence agamst'

women

How does one confront this phrlosophr-

~cal dilemma - fo remain a critique of
the negative aspects of the enlighte--
nment while being a ferverent believer
in human rights? Even though human

rights may be a product of the enlighte-
nment, it has a separate history. Human
Rights has become universalin its scope

-and application. In, certain contexts and
social. experiences, -the enlightenment

-



projesl ol human righta poovickes 0s wilh
& ramnework io not only deal with bingtalily
snd vickenes, but also with asbirarhess
&nd imusilos thal rusk necasearily Shooi
hs cansciance. This has radeil a potsnt
disnourss aspacislly aHer the CHDTHINGE
ol World War ll. The needd for a_ cormman
sEcourse against bndaliby was 2 lrgacy
¢f Ihal period and that  ledscs has

acquired a-certain’ universallne ol sairil -

Secordhy, humaa Aghts and kair posla-
lates auch. as the aqual dignily of human
beirge reaonate in Al he cullural tradi
Lans of the workd. In that asnse, thess
B enclgl analysls in every cutueal
Eraalitieey which fosiars and praomates the
vEe af human, righls. Though. fle exact
artcLaion in kermss of righls-and dities
of she =slate vis a4 vis rddividuals is en
urilightenmant fammulation, e sl af
hurnan vights may be exid 1o Qe passnl
i all _suborl - systama ardd ke Do
univzrss appsal.

Riany paalilical thinkars inthe el warld
FEve showin how indiganous conneals
and processes are animalad by & comm-
mitTient 1o she eals of ‘numan rghts,
I reier nere 1o s writings of Ashis
Mandy, Yeana Das, and Chardra Muza-
fler - amorg’ others®, Tho discourse of
hwrnian © rights allows g 1o dadd wiln
issues of vickence and kst ral only
wilhirs many -diffesent Indigaacos radi-
- lizns: Butaleo with sormo ‘medsure of
uniwarsality. and” / -comman  humanity.
T @iacouras - haa fesanance n the
everyitty  cxporignoes of  rdiciduals.
Ciherwize it wolld nol have develooed
a0 dynamically and hops bDeacoma used
by such dfferent grougs throoghout the
wodd. In gther words - vas, perhaps
humsaacghls in jls present. day incanma-
tion iz a produgl o he snlighsenment
bt Bs general sl has resonases in
diverse -spdrifez! - and | ofural - expens-
nzes. In-tere ol political valuea, like
the - concepd of Hermucacy, it s an
irgrartant” civilisaticaal siep lureard for
all- Peemars beingsand alf cuctures, I one
accepls ha propoeiion hathuman righte
ateuniversal, then the acceplance of
wWamerTs righls Bs - human righls i=a
A - fandmark - inoothe inlefmatianal
atruighe for wemai's mants.

Thera are historkal reasons why the
claim that waomen's Jighls are haman
righls haz geined ascondamcy in the
world today. “Highls wlfér a racagnized
vixbulary to-frame polical and somal
WIINGS". Women sre incacasingly wsing
Ihis vocabulany o Brkulzls heair grieva-

ncea. The svailabilly of humen rghts:

discourse-for 1he frarskadion of women's
righds winto intematkonally. acsaplable
nodams alkaws far 8 greater Wisikdity Far
the izsues of woman's dghts. In addtlan,
the dverse machingny sel oo et the
intarnational level for 7o promotion. of
hurmin righis:now rémains ayailable for
wamen's nghta sdhsts. This access to
imsrnationsl machinery of implamenta-
ficr-ie alsa an Imparanl devakpment
in e sEATCh for wansen's aguality.

Ire cearlier limes: the -ralationship. be-
Tmaen-internatanal bemar rights law and
WOMEN's BsURS Was nol-ahappy ona.
Intarnational . burman rights law; has
ahvaya® bean sublected 0.z faminist
criluo. Soch f=w waa mfer all, skale-ce:
e, and individualstic in conkant, 115
sheasriurg  dred . appeal wag  basicolly
towan] male subjects with oriy possig
resereres Lo woman's: inedualite, s
Irmpartantly. intemational human  rigals
lew reirforced he division batween itha
pults gl and privada lide. By insllating
treeinfemal - graclices of statsa fram
sxruting, it ensiered That commuonity and
privets life cortinucd wilhoul any refare
nca o imternatonal standards. There
weas considered 1o be” & pubdc sphare
whire the stale and 1he intermeational
Gyslern. may intereene and & private
sphara whete  state Inférverlion =nd
iramationsl ecneting wern proboisd. It
is assumied that privacy wag a rautesl,
Py raalm of human exponionos,
ard ik Thone was no power hleschy
within e prvale soace of the family.
As critice hawve argued. e absense of
lagal intervention L proact womean in
the communily and i tha home, deyi.
luad wamen's rmles ard kaps the tradito-
nal male-dominated  hierarchy of - o
famify - intact .

The {ousding theoasts o inlermational
e warn all make end did hol racognise
the paliical malure of povate Jilg* In
internrEtiongl - e, &5 in political g
genertly, fmuch depencs an W con-
trals  the inllusntial. dscourses®. - Men
famulated and o date sclually, contral
intermationa mechanisme of implermanta-
ton. The diseourse and mecningry of
HR. wes thercfora inengitve oo e
demands of women. In eddilon in
internatianal law, the State wad  lha
PRMETY, Saveriegn actar. Interveribian in
tha " actiities of the natdan-slalc - was
abeolutaly unarcpalabia untl B fews s
ago. This  soviessanty  ensured st
cammunity - ad- privale  ale docaled
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wiltir ha juriediciion of the nation-staie
worn secludad from: seiliog.

The. reots of thiz slale-centerediness
in . ternalicnal law--and inlesalions]

" human rights faw e in libaral thearies

of wocal cont=c] which privilege the
neyive miniralist stale valher-than the
irlsrvartioniat ore, In addition, the riss
of tofalisarianiary in Eurcpe -0 the fomms
of fagcism &nd:convnunizm led fra
Y- sfrase - the profeclion of . private i
By insulating it fram fhe peblic sohare
gl aclivity. By cardng <ul 3 special-area
far privale axpressict thers wors noca-
RRAMY saleguards wihich wera airmed at
prewcaling . the datelitarian stals  [rom
deatraysg] The digrity af nummsn by,
Li=rebtheary of b minimalist state o)
fear.of state. manceoly of private B0
contrbuted 0 ke rgid dichesarmy. oo
bieen the pildic. and’ the privzle, o
dichatorey hat -unlil - ecentdy was I
unshakebls founcation of interastioss
ltw in- ganeral andd infornational boran
rights in parbicuar,

A revaldlicn has teken pacd o He
la=r-decsde. Women's Fghte kave hicop
catapultad onta e hamars rights agenda
with 8 speed Anl dalermination: Whidh
hraz rarely been malched in imematianal
law. Thess are lwo aspects fo Iy
procesz; first, e atlempt. o miaky
mainstream humEn: fights: respanzive 1o
wamen's COncemS: -and @ esoondd, Hn
canceptuslizicn o cerlain gender-apedi-

Mavicdations B humsn dghls Violatons:

Thiesa developmanis may bave far ree-
oning amplications for tha thoore and
prEctice of Numan: fighie in 1he L.lmted
Hatices syslem.

Lat vz bigin 1o consider thes:s imulizs-
lions - by fakineg the. issua i wakenco
against. women % g oEEe Ia1||rl',. af
WOMEN's rights ermorging &2 8 major
concant Al the intamationa ! el 4o
and sy aid This recantly ememqe as
a1 insemationatdssua® What bawe oeon
the ' impications of -ils ememars e
intematicral s decline and. praclice?

¥iclence Ageinst Women — the
pracess of international norms
creation

In the- 1970z, the mos  prominent
WOmEn's Gsues related ta discrimmston
£08INEE waniken in the public sphera and
the mecd Lo snsure 2quitaiiy panicpeto.
of weomen dn the devepmicnl process,
In CELAW, which came irle dante o
129749 gxplicit orohibdlion of wicleron



against women ~is - singularly absent.

Except for prohibitions against trafficking
and prostitution, there is no mention. of . -
the subject. Until the 1980s the issue
- of violence was invisible from the interna-

' honal perspecuve ' - :

The UN: Third. Wcrld Conference an
Women in Nairobi in July 1985 which
was called to mark the end of the UN

- Decade for Women, concentrated on the_
~themes of equality, development and

peace. The Farward-Looking Strategies
agreed:to by the Member States at that
conference do mention vielence against

~ women but as a side issue to discrimina-

tion and development. As a result -of
this formulation, there were a number

of ad hoc initiatives in the UN system.

By 1990, viclerice agadinst women was
on-the international. agenda but as an
issue. of women's: rights and crime
prevention rather thanof human rights.

_In 1991, both the UN Economic and
Social Council and the Commission an
the Status of Women decided that the

problem of violence against women was
important enough to warrant the develo-.

pment of further international measures.
Following these decisions, a group.of
experts  recommended - that . violence
against. women be included - in ~the

reporting under the Women's Conve-
that a . special rapporteur -on
violence against women be appointed,.
-and that a . Declaration_ on - Violence

ntion,

Against Women be drafted. As a conse-

quence, the CEDAW Committee in 1992.
.issued  General Recommendation No.

19, which states that gender-based
violence is an issue of gender discrimina-

_ tion and that states should comment on’

this matter in their reports to the CEDAW
Committee. The Commission on: the
Status of Women began to formulate

a draft Declaration on Violence Against -
Women which was ready by the summer )
: of 1993 :

The major lurnlng point; however was

the Vienna Conference an Human Rights.

in 1993, The women's lobby at this

'conference made an important impact.

More importantly women’s group were

‘determined to make women's rights

human rights. Their lobbying effort suc-

ceeded. Article 18 of the Vienna Declara- -
: .tlo_n and P_rogremme of Action states:

The human rights- of the girl child are
“an inalienablg, integral. and indivisible

part of universal human rights. The full
~and equal participation of women in

-pohtlcal civil, economic, smtal and cultu-
ral life, at. the - national, regional and
““international levels, and’ the eradication
of all forms of discrimination on grounds
- of sex are priority objectives of the

~. international community..... The human

*rights of women should form an integral
part of “the United Nations activities,
including ‘the promotion of all human

nghts |nstruments relanng to women

The Vienna Declaration and Progra—
mme of Action also calied- for the
appointment of a special rapporteur on
violence: ‘against. women by the  UN
Human Rights commission as well as
the adoption of the Declaration on the

~ Elimination of Violence Against Women.:

In December 1993, the UN General
Assembly adopted the Declaration and
in February 1995 appointed a Special
Rapporteur on Violence against Women.
Within a year the women’s lobby had
won a major victery. Women's ‘rights
were recognised as human rights and
two UN mechanisms were in place. to

- deal specaflcaily W|th wolence against

women

The wciones achieved in thiS pencd

: _W_ere consolidated at the UN Conference

on Population-and Development in Cairo
and at Beijing. In spite of attempts to
roll back the. clock, The Beijing Declara-
tion contams a special section on viale-

nce against women, which draws exte- -
nsively: from the Declaration on the

Elimination of Violence' Against Women.

_In fact, as one commentator points out,

the provisions were so entrenched that
she fel that governments were actually

more comfortable with obligations rela-
ting to violence than with obligations
relating to the human rights of women

in general®. It was also a maior wctory
in Beijing when rape during time of armed
conflict was recognised as a war ctime

-with wctlms having a nght to compensa--
: uon : : :

The language. at these tmernanonal-.
conferences point to the near universal’

acceptance ‘of the: Declaration on Elimi-
nation of Violence against Women (_DE

_VAW). This declaration provides the
~normative framework for all international
-action in the field of violence against

women. Article 1 defines violence against

women as “any act -of gender based
“violence that results in or is likely to
result in physncal sexual or peychologlcal'

harm or suffering to women, including

threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary -
_deprivation of - I|berty whether occurring

‘kitchen sink™.

5. Romany p. 94

in public or pr.ivate life”. Violence includes

but is-not limited to, . physical, sexual
and psychological violence in the family
such as battering, ‘sexual- abuse of

‘female children in the household, dowry-

related violence, marital rape, female

“genital mutilation and other traditional

practices harmful to women. The Decla-
ration also prohibits violence against
women in the general community by
rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment.
and intimidation whether at work, in
educational institutions or elsewhere; as
well as trafficking and forced prostitution.
Finally it recognises that violence can
be perpetrated as well as condoned by
the state. The definition of violence is
broad and -all-inclusive and acquires a

“certain transformative character. This

broadness of scope and vision is reitera-.
ted in the mandate of the Special

Rapporteur, where there is a call for .

the elimination of violence agalnst
women in the family, in the commumty
and by the state. :

- Whatare the |mpllcat|ons for intematio- .

; nal law in general and human rights

in particular of including such subjects

“within the puiview of international human =

rights? Traditionalists claim that this
broadness of scope of the women's
rights * movement will destroy human

rights and its meaning in the world today.

As an angry.human rights activist told
me once, “New human: rights is the
Others: such as myself
argue that the women's question enri-
ches human.rights and is an-important -
part of the flexibility and adaptability of

‘the human rights paradlgm to-meet new

challenges

{To be Conrfnued}
End Noles
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SOUTH ASIAN PROSPECT

Perceiving Reality
Jayanath Rajapakse

an  yeaare into the  post-Cold

War uni-polar new world order, sien
s -muzh stora is being laid by sffeclive
regionalierm, - oflicsl as wel a5 pubdic
attenton in Soutn-fsia appears o bo
locused wpon the wiaible treppenns of
sliuclurad conparation rather than on the
lundamenlals of  meeninghd  regional
cchasion, -Forging ragional’ cobasion iz’
an el ol poflical will. That will zar chly
gome through mutual. confidence and
sruEl srangat redlanad rmemboes, Injum,
confidenca and trust cannct bl e bdsad
i-an agresd view of realites: the roaliny
el e ragion, and of thair respective
prawes within g cohesva rdgonal ander,
arsd b reality ofthe extarmal worsd order,
witty agrasment an how Best the region
Soshnld pddrass and - interact with i,
sy G gollociivehy.

rgionl

Certalnly, e ACOOMWT - -
origiraty SAHG o dencta the process
of  regional - cooperatllon,  and lhen

SAARC o denate the Associalon to
manage theat prosess - is row 4 louse-
hald seoed, which has spawrad geosric
variants from SAF Gamos o SAFTA
A host of emirant pérsans, sthilars,
refirgd Diplornats and others ‘are enga-
ged inearnod distouris Ihrough evinpo-
Eiz, eaminafs, raurdtables ele., -around
tra ragion and amosl around the dodk,
conteptualzing and debaling the theory
of regional goopesalion. At the-same
- time, technocrats of varous disciplines
and’ their respociive Bureadcralic min-
ders’ meel a3 yooar rourd thrasgh the
reqgion, tn fashion piojecls and progra-
mmee of conpesatican, Forgign Ministers
maes Bi-annually ta review progress and
to chart new doursss. Leaders foeol in
surnritry sach year, 1o re-kindle the spis
ol It and lo inpart frésh momenium: Lo
the procoss. Yet throogh IV gl oo
detects 3 conslant albeit gentael wringirg
of the hands at the saeming lack of
lznpible pragreas and achigvement. Why
| EQ? Areows inta a fe- |:|Iﬁ:.' ul lheflip-sids

of that hoary adage: where there's a
will, there'e B oway?

Viewad from ane perspeciive, Souh

Tha autor i Eomalional Af&ls Ackisor
i President. Chandkies Kumaranafins.

Aia hgas much geing for it inctemms af
regicnulism. Tha miembar atatea ahare
Chvilicelianat links going back i the milss
ul time.. Thesa have basn rarewed and
rainfurced throagh centuries of ahased
ethnic and culluzal interadiion. Thareafter
care 13 sharcd calonial herlags of the
Britlzh Haj, which impaded 1o the sucpe-
EAOe Midern naton stales ol he megion
a fargely-carrenon frarmework of refers-
NCE 1N goyarnance,

In contermparary imes, he mpotaives
of the - Cold Wer have lead themy, 1o
grealer o lkasser addand, to share the
word-wiaw ol -non-afgoment, whilst the
Itrgrerativies of the. developmental anen-
i ivd lesd tham 1o jointin oodeshee
3 World - aclion: through G 77 and
parailed eaniures,  Mobsithetardding e
sigafficant asymAetics of ske, resous-
Ce-RnR Al e o L‘|L-""|'I:I|I:I|::ITIEII'I‘. which
arevail within the region, al members
&re poar, faos the aanka chalenges, and
ghare the same ﬂbplratr:-ns Iy today's
AEW world arder - polifical and seonomis
- 1he agendaof hurman dghd, ervinorime-
rtal protection, libesiged [Oroign ite-
stmant Fowa, atruciural afjeshinant ake,
which iz being -2ougnl 10 b jrmpcsed
wpon the dawveloping worad By e devslo
ped warld, impacks 19 ora degree o
anataer on sk acd vl of the recice’s
membe-a.

Migwed - frgm another standnost
thatigs, there is room for  congem,
Mietion bes-already been made of
significanl — asymmetries, in capacily,
peves and indluence. There are RcEniis
bl hiskork=l legacias of candlle ard
Edspicion. . Balh: geagrdpy and hiztary
have conspired o leave somea-members
relaiivaly vemole, rom- each grher: as
well a5 frorm e -regioral scene. The
imparmtives of the Cald Warthough four
dacedea of the fogion's mbdems nabion-
hocd have impacted Upoe Lha ragion
i @ munner conducie 10 gnimnching
sathar lhan dissipating those rragacihng
Haturas:

Yal, if looked at fram: the slandpoint
el comdction. in tre ned for South Azia
o forge B trube canesiva regianaizm,
thesa verny samea-negalive feaiures take
eyl aspect of advartages: Consider

Digitized by Neolaham Foungdation.
noolaham.org’l aavanaham.org

Irvdiar's wndaniable preponccrance. and
1% intispulable pozition of pre-emingrc
in dhe region. It s 8 prepanderaces in
4l ils  aspacts: . harnsn  &oc rodlsrial
[esources, Evals of -|conmmin, techaalo:
gical ang scieniilic: davalcpmant, ong
and vanegaled cxpodence in indusmial,
commerglal and finansial. anireprensin-
ship and management, the spraRd and
depahi of e pralessional end buresnes-
tic dramework, mililary. powar. the gicksl
zpread . of diplmatic presantaton and
influance. That prepordorances provides
an-obvious axis around. wiick 1o fogs
fagional cohesion,

Considar oo, India’s unigue cantrality
wilhin e ragion. In 8 gedgraphic sanse.
Wil Indis shares and o S0 borders
Wilh sach o her regicral reighbours,
Do olfers fwith the Islgnilicanl
excepdion ol Maldives and E.ru Lasika)
can . mlcracl directiy wiin each olher
withoui Loyehing Indian End, sea o air
Spdvini. |n a soco-econcinle sensa. Indla
shars dislinctve bes wilh cach of her
reighkours which ara guaiathely more
Gompedling in lerms of bilateral relations,
than afe enuivaleni ties ehared by dny
two athers. Ina siralegic sanae, centrality
BSEUIMBE B wary spcgidl significance. The
rramber e1Rtes of the fagion are lierslh
excastd wilhin the great natural Barrars
ol the Himalayas and the waiers that
sUmeend the sub-coniinend,

- The mesning of fhis becomas shany
dedined if ane corsidkors tha anakngy ol
a8 whesl) A itz hixh ligs prepordarant,
and regichally pre-criinant India. Fisdia.
lng cut-in 24 diseclions fram that huk,
a5 oo the spokes of @ wheel, are tae
alFer recional mambers with whom Rl
siares not anly borders, but very apecial
ligs in each zaze. Binding thosae apckos
e the huobl, A5 L wers, iz the
comprsing these great nasural barscrs,
witichy give the reqion Cils  distinctive
ick2ntily, In & phrage: the region's sscurly
becomes India's coovem and India's
securly beoomss hé comcern of hies
reqional parners,

Wfriling neary bwa dodadas ago [FHAD)
abxul regional secudly, - K Subhramas
fiyarr,-Aen Direclcs af dthe Insttuis ol
Defonca Studes and ArElvses in: Mew

]



Delhi, advanced the view 1hai one could -

not even begin 1o consider -regional
‘security in South Asia, until the ruling
elites in India’s neihbours had shed the
threat perceptions of India implanted in
their minds by others, who sought to
countervail -India’s proper place, in the

_region and in the world at large. The -
- fundamental truth in that statement stood
vividly illustrated by a happening in.

‘Colombo, a decade later, In May 1991,
the Bandaranaike Centre for Intemaﬂo-
nal Studies ‘convened a seminar on
“India’s Role in South Asia”. Revealingly,
of the mind-set which concermed Subhra-
manyam, the list of Speakers comprised
“one Indian only, former Foreign Secreta-
ry Venkateswaran, no, it bears repeating

- no Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Nepali, Bhu--
tanese or Maldivian, but instead ‘&
Russian, Chinese; Japanese, Australian

_ - and Indonesian, plus three or folr Sri
Lankans, all of whom had a self-evident

-add|ct|on to-the peloratwe “Indtan hege-_

i mOI'IISi’Tl

Of course Subhramanyam oml’rted on’

that occasion to dwell on the need for
~ a complementary initiative by India, by
way of words and gestures which would
encourage her neighbours to shed their
threat perceptions. That necessary equa-
tion was perhaps SOught to be achieved,
when former Prime Minister Inder Kumar

Gu;ra! ‘in his nqw_f_am_ous remarks_ at-
Chatham “House in London, spoke of
India extending assistance to her smaﬁer._

nEtghbours without expectation of I’BCI-
procity. The qualification ‘perhaps’ |

used advisedly, because there is an :

ambiguity here. Those whao harbour fears
of Indian dominance have been quick
to attach a very - limited .definition- of

" reciprocity to the Gujral doctrine. They

clearly wish to believe that india will be
generous towards - her smaller nei-

ghbours, without asking for anything in
‘return. This is_simplistic: the wish belng ;

: ‘father to the 1hougm

' Indla ot just |n the context of the

Gujral doctrine but in the nature of her

.reglonal preponderance and pre-emine-
nce, will always extend a helping hand

to her less-advantaged neighbours, wi-
thout asking for ‘payment as such.
 However, that helping hand will be
~extended in the hope and expectat:on-'

“that the recipients will |f_'_|deed reciprocate,
~notin kind as it were, but in essence:

namely, in terms of. friendship. King
- Jigme Singye Wangchuk of Bhutan put

it correctly and- styl:shly when speakmg_

0

of the way to good relations within the

region during his -Statement to the
Inaugural Summit of SAARC in Dhaka
in December 1985, he said that these
would come to prevail, when the genero-
sity of the big was matched by the
genuine friendship of the small. There
is neither natural law, nor fitness of

things, which demands that India should
be generous towards neighbours: who

withhold their friendship. Moreover, India

is big and strong enough to go her own

way in the world. So it behoves India’s
neighbours to cultivate India's genero-
sity, and the supportive strength of India
in confronting- the external order. The

_price to be paid is very small: true

friendship: i.e.; assuring India that they

_neither intend harm to India, nor would

permit harm to India from their territaries.

 The inescapable linkage between the
- acceptance of realities and serving self-

interest has relevance both at the regio-

‘nal ‘as well as bilateral levels. At the
tegional level, there are two sels of .
‘realities to be recognised and borne in

mind: the reality of the prevallmg external

order, and the reality of the regional
situation, which will dictate how the -

region could best relate 1o that extarnal

- order. At the bilateral level too, there

are matching sets of realities to be taken
on board. The regional reality, and the
realities of one’s own situation vis-a-vis

that of the nelghbour in question. Indo-Sri-

Lankan relations provide an exceflent

basis for illustrating this prosposition. -

In the Indo-Sri Lanka situation, there
. ‘are several permanent and inescapable

realities . which ~have . complementary
meanings for the two countries. Consider
first our- respective locations via-a-vis
each other. India, hugely bigger, more
powerful and more influential glcbaliy

than we are, is our only direct nmghbour'
‘besides being the closest to us. There
is _no . other. nelghbour of  compatable

power and proximity. to countervail-India.

We have with India our broadest and
deepest interaction” at a bilateral 'evel.
1t thus lies with her to he1p or hnder
us fo the greatest extent. -

For }ndta we I|e Illerally on her ls\acki
door-step It could also be described as
‘her exposed southern flank, India would

thus be acutely conscious of who comes

- and goes here, and what happens here, -
- for:this. could in- cerfain circumstances

pose a serious: security threat to her.

Nothing ‘recently better iliustrated this

prosposition, than India’s immediate and
total objection, in July 1983, to a prospect

of military assistance for the JR Jayawar-

dene Governmént which the latter had
requested from the US, UK, Paklstan
Malaysm and Australla

- Take the Tamil connectiori between

our countries. In certain circumstances, -

well enough illustrated. during the ‘80s
and ‘90Ds,- the situation of Sri Lankan
Tamils could become, or be made into

a political issue in‘India, not just in Tamil - :
Nadu, to a point where the Central =

Goverment there is either cbmp'alle_d or
sees fit to take a public stand, leading
to intercession in one form or another.

~In 1hé ‘80s, when the J'éyawardene :

Government found itself at sericus odds

with India over the Tamilquestion, it
- had two options, given that it had already.
- 80 mis-managed that question as to allow
India cause and: opportunity for interce-

ssion. It could have cut its losses and

- done a deal with India, or sought outside

support against Indian‘involvement. Pre-
sident Jayawardene chose the latter, and
received  a clear rebuff. The publicly
stated  position of the US and UK
Governments was: India is indisputably

the pre-eminent regional power, with a

special responsibility for regional stability,
and &ri Lanka would be. well advised

to" avail herself of that position. The =~ =

privately stated position of our regional
pattners was that, though they had total
sympathy for our ‘situation, they could

" not become involved in support of us
“beyond  that point where - their own
stand’

relations  with

; india - would
imperilled. : :

_ Given that India can significantly help

‘or -harm "us, that the Tamil question

provides for her a Iegitlmate cause. for
concem . in cwcumstances where the

Tamil commumty here stands disadvan-

taged in any way, and that the world

~outside will not stand by us in any

confrontation with India, the link between

reality and self-interest dictates clear

guidelines for the conduct of our relations
with India. In a phrase:'no Sri Lankan
Govemment ‘may attempt 1o 'gouem

exc;_ept__a_t peni t_o_the_ natlonal mte_rest _

Just as it is with us, so it would be, =

mutatis mutandis, with the others too.
it would be: for them, of course, to work

out their respective linkages between
reality and self-interest. The point to be
made here, is that unless -and'_until that

p—




s done, we &% @ rmgion 'will cantinue
to ramaln. at odds with aursahes, lacking
mulual confidance and taest, and therelos
re -ldcking - the poliical- wil which: akne
oan load us o efiecliva regional cahe-
gigry,. and - thus o maanlrgful ragianal
cooparation,

Havirg worked out our especiive
. Snkages - and Jtwould beeivious thal
n gll qasee they represent toe basos
of biletersl relatices of renlonal stalos
with India - it then behoves us 1o ariv
at an agreed view cof whers we each
sland - within he " regichal framewark.
Thie o, carain meslifiss goma into
play. Az mentoned aleady - India is lhe
predomingmt and - pre-eminenl. ragicnal
pover. - Sne Bnjays A undgus - canlalily
vie-s-vig escn and all of tho alkcres. She
i5 the exi eround Wik toe region hos
to forge s comman, idestity. Therefor
it latkaes lhed Ingia nefher oan afford
Ba moe will countsnance any stempt-at
- palleclive pressure upen her Dy any beo
or mmore ol tha olhers. F ane has.a
sarigns peahlem, tian all tha othere hars
a melt-Interes] in halbing India and that
other e reaclva b, but the Dedom ling
has b be Indiz's willing  invebemeni in
~EEh probses.

Beyand {hat, thers ramaine the nesd
to forge en ddgreed view amongs all
regranal  pamnarg, -bath. abaut the wal
osENce ol lhe prevailing’ external arder,
and abxaul how best the: region, coliecl-
wely, could and should addrees itsed
thereka 1L s hede, of course thet India's
prepondesancs  Decomes -a  Sgnificent
pricgs. 1 1Pha regien: is to project itsell
dileclively on the wordd stage, then Hs
saokesnan has repessanly o be the
st icflusrdsl gobsl - player fram s
rirks, Hare, Sculh Asis has Bn sdvents-
ge auerathers, Inthat regional lsadership
ig indaputabla And, proicked: he woeld
ouiside s nat clen dhe mpression of
B regicn cividsd witnln Hself, hers is
8 focal poent to which the ouside woekd
can relste inrespect of Sauth Asia as
a whicls

One. tast -of this, will come. wilh The
filling of marninalions for permanant geais
roan edpandad. UN ' Secuniy Council -
wenever ol happars. ndie’'s would
B Ehe nby vizlks regional csndidature
for gach @ seal which at best would
find allecathan under the rubric of ASIA.
Cefainly. no ather Aalancandigaie could
b axpe-:tad to reflect Soudh Asrs
parlicular concarne, wiest there 18 no

ather 3rd World Aslan candidature which
cauld Smatch - Indis's - glakal - posilion:
Henee, tha solidsrity which Soutly Asia
1% abde; when tha time cames, 1o mckilise
and manifest in suppat of an Indisn
candidature for 8 permanent URNSC sgai
in an exparkiod Soundl will be g e
tes! of the prospacts lor coheswe 'Lallﬂ
nalism in:Scih ﬁ.sna; i

The nare: of the regidngl geme iz
cohesian, Cohesion can-onhe carme o)
politeal will,  Paoliicel widl’ has s b
foandad in: mhaal truet and confideran,
Trust il cnby come from shared comnsi-
ciion abaut ¢ormmon inlereste and sepine-
fiphs. Such convicion can anly grow

- -Irern frequent. ful and frank, confidential

wechangee’ &t the werials  lewels of
regianal inféraction - Lesdara, Ministers:.
and Senior Dficials. Tha core lzane: o
thesso aminent Aeranha; scalars al al.
Wi are debating the uture for SAARC.
is Fow to achieve such exchargse. Faor.
untl that has happensed, Bnd de fuis
have begun o emesge, Bl SARE frogra-
i will ba bus tlsing Al windemills, anc
al BAARC meaings will be shadow-
Boxing. A present, SARCSAARE s nat
much more than the -EErﬂI'I[,.'IT"

)
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'Ajif Samaranayake

ree ' of the most. siking  phenos

mens af e [ast o decades has
bepn-the @mergioncs of lha mass media,
real rrcrezly inils teadibonal fola &5 the
panveyorsof informetion and opEnkan, bus
in its cwn right as a pleyer in the poatical
frgrien, Time WaE when journallsts v
salisfisd with giving - inctnelr il gudola
of - news. storiee  and: retiflng - fa sy
fawourite-pub- oran & mods augusl laval
Edizare o wriling iheir daity sermaons and
ratiring -t -maore  exclisive  walanng
holea. Today media pecole not only -
interrene In Thie: pidilkzal procese &5
repoiers akdd - cammentalors butslso s
Bollvists o e side of medis dresdom
as. part of the garmut of hismary dghts.
Thoea whao once reparled  on the
Lominge and . guings  of - politicians

Therwriter is Eaifor-in-Smer of W Seoviiig
TOORFRVER ang’ Sunody GOBFRVER

[renmt biehind: the footighie have today
coma o the cenire siage and. dalight
in e narclssistic pleasurs of watching
e own irmages indhs calumna of news-
Pupers and on the ke and heosng
[Fizir own: woicee aver 1he glr.

~Thig has not besn entirely a healthy
devcloprment. Unt? racanthy the fanmalis
[the waord media had noft comdinda vogue
stillh aaw himasit 45 & passivo instiument
of hie peoprietar. [Ewags Tor the Wijewar-
dBI‘I!EE and 1he Gunusenas 10, engage
in the selt-=adulgance of thinking themsgs
wesaz the Kngrakers, Todry, mowewar,
al'many levele mansy garnalisls Famse-
hvas share the same fanlasy. Thare arg
thoaa who batisve ioalislically that vooal
MECER . moverments . earry ansugh' el
o infkence:. Govemments. in 1his [ge
b lhe el sccienk [the currcnt yerbel
ieshion in -the postiberal, posl-KManiet
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agi}l while: cihers hawve opanly hisched
thair waggons’ o-ikis political pery or
the ather whilh el other jounalists are
e mare  han FR officers for this
Mirister or hal of powarful opposithn
figurae. Al This has o do owih e
mystique of the modia in an 2ge whens
s many old ceraintics arg crumbing

While, mary: of cur frignds ara up to
these self-mponant i gamas 2t the
haart-of e madia things remain uncha-
rged. The stucture of eenership of Hie
ran-govensimental escior of tha-meda
Femaing - rigidly ccontrolled by oo few
tamillag, The incesfucud Aalure of the
Sil - Larwan  elite i@ such . that thaoe
tamilias have inedocking poliicsl ine-
rests sometimes suppodad by familial
ties. Whal is maore the newspapirs Lney
cantrdl are far move wegal, aggrassive
ankl adversaral vis-aais the P8 Gove-
mimenl-than at any g in the recent
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- history of Sri. Lanka. This in turn_has
*made the Government, which in opposi-
tion had been talking in terms of liberali-
sing the Government-controlled media

to fall back on this same media as the
- last bulwark of support

There has also been a progresswe

Rarely do newspapers these days deba-
- te political economic, social and cultural
issues dispassionately and on their
merits as- opposed to the bandying of
political gossip of the ‘who did what to
whom and where' type, the trivia. of the
social pageant i

'_The phenomenal growth of the

privately-owned electronic media has

also raised disturbing problems. It is not
‘merely that the limited attention span

~of the TV-viewer further trivialises the

political debate. Even mare alarming is

~that the electronic ‘media is dominated

:Idllutlo_n of the political and social debate, by & new yuppie generation of -sleek

‘boys and . nubile girls who seem to
believe that -history began: with
them.  Nobody can complain about

more and more young people coming:

into the media but are they sufficiently
equipped with a history of the paiitical,
social and - culiural - developments  of

at least the last 50 years?

5o it would appear that even as the
media has become a player in the
political field it has made its own contribu-
tion to the trivialisation of the- political
and intellectual debate in - society. -
While - national politics has become
more and more paliry the ‘media has
done nothing to correct this tendency.
Simultaneously there has been no
lobby, interest group or public watchdog
to compel the media itself to adopt higher:
standards and: return to the intellectual

and moral high ground it is steadily

vacatmg

" Broadcastmg .

A J Gunawardana

Takmg up ‘Con‘sumer' Rights!
% with referenCe to the electronic mass

o -_medla might seem Ilke adding another

discordant note to an_already_cacopho-
nous domain. Indeed, some might even
argue that the concept of consumer

‘fights applies to broadcaéting’ only inso- -

‘far as it concerns truth in advertising.
* However, there’s more to. consumer

rights 1h'an' accuracy of information rega-
rding commercially promoted consumer

goods. Current policy and practice _in
this area strongly suggest that it might

be rather more rel_e_va'nt to .press for

substantive consumer fight than to indu-

Ige in ethical abstrachons about medta : N is ¢ . ( _
- late ‘Forties, to John Lampson, and

: freedom

 Few ooh‘l'me_mtetors a:md\ pundits in the

. _generously accommodating field of mass

- media apper to notice that consumer

ri_ghtsare regularly v:iolat'ed in this country -

by, and in respect of, both radio and
television. And the most blatant example

of such violation in Sri Lanka relates
to the legal requirement__ that c_omp'e}s“
owners of radio and television feceivers -

to pay an annual licensing fee.

it must be stated-right away that only

‘one justification exists for this kind of

levy which, having originated with radio,
later spread to television as well. And

this, quite_simply, is the provision of

non-commercial radio and television ser-
vices to the public. Or, to put it in terms
of consumer rights, non-commercial pro-
gramming is an entitlement, a fundame-
ntal right if you like, of every citizen

‘who purchases the annual licence_; But

the stark reality is that no non-commer-
cial domestic programming is available
to Sri Lankan audiences today.

" Advertising on the aiMaveS' is : not,

“of course-, -another post-1977 phenome-

non in this country. It goes back to the

to the ‘Commercial Service' of Radio
Ceylon. However, radio did maintain
a4 structural balance® between the

two categories of programming ~ the

édv’ediser—_supponed and the commerce-
free. Each had its own frequengy or

~‘beam’, and its own phllosophy of progra-
mmmg, thus offerlng a genume chozce-

to the paylng pubhc

The dlstmctlon between categones of
programming, once: clear and carefully
observed, has ..gradu_ally disappeared

over the years, and along with it, the

sion broadeasting
: advertiser-supported. Even the regular

identity of radio broadcast channels with

_respect to their tone and tenor. And all

formal pretence at such differentiation
was abandoned when nation-wide televi-

“sion came 1o be established in 1982. ..

While stipulating an annual set-owner
licence, Hupavahml started off as an
advemser-fnendly channel

Today, all _'state—run radio and televi- _
in. Sri Lanka .is

news programs on sta_le channels have
opened their arms to advertisers. Indeed,
it would appear that a principal measure
of achievement even for SLBC, Hupava-
hni and TN is ‘turning out to be the
size of their advenasmg mcome It goes
w;thout saymg that there are - other
measures too = profit will not safeguard
media bureaucrats if programming fails
to please poliical masters. '

Even a cursory examination of Sri

Lanka's evolving radio and television
landscape - would reveal two lines  of -

‘growth’ — increasing commercialisation
and increasing politicisation. These ten- -

dencies, daily becoming more pronoun-
‘ced in the state-run channels, denote

a betrayal of the covenant that is implied
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It 1he impeaition - of an - ennuel charge
upan the consumer public.

Froer the cormmercsl Yiewpoint, the
maln azset of & broadossting sation is
rat ks frequemsy, it seach, its equipment,
=i, but e gudisnca. inthe fingl enalysic,
it s the sodience, not time thai a
broadessier galls to-the advartiser. The
targer tha raal orvirual aedionce, grealer
the askirg price, (n his fespes), the
situation in the bfoadeasl meda s
idantical fu Lhal of e orint medsy sihere
girculalian G{.!h:}"l'l"ﬂl"ﬂ.“-_‘lﬂ{'-“ pHce of adve-
tlising spacel. In SH Lanka, the cons-
rmaar s mgloiled wice, — direciy a5 well
as Indirectiy. WWhat SLAC, ITH.and SLEG
e=ll to thei adwertsing dients are ths
licenza-holding aldisrces of this countiy
who Frived alicady pail thize Guas,

Thers ig &n undsnisble contradicticn
hera, ard a mde contrsvantion of tha
lagdlimatls rights and expeclalions of tha
general -public, & renar ansgression,
surnE rmighl sy - Skl is bl
armdlirly repees afler all, or the - use
ol i eoloor 970 Ty rapees for g
ractia? {Thal ‘alier all' is very dharater:
shic- Se Lankan attiudes), Buf this 18
not B ouestian of -maney; it i a witel
questicn of principls and Fairplay which
can ba very simply Ternuialed, Tn the
sbsenoe of sven a sings chanrel (in
ooth radio-amd v anshackiisd ram tho
imparalives and eoolrols hal advedising
brings - abang Wb 1 annaal  lidensing
requirmen s takalhy uAkalr and incgulious,

The broadeasing silealion @ S Lanka
prompls compassen wih that of alher
countries. Broady Speakeng, Dere ans
thTee  prian - Droscasting  ospins.
tians In the word; these can be aefined
as followe: {&) slate-licensed free enbe-
rwiEa aystem; (b)) stete—ownied and cpe-
rated evstem; (8) state-charerd maoncpa-
Iy system. Thess Ey*stams"rarﬁly BxiE]
ir s "pures form nowadays. Most oflan,
ey an Tourd i ponkinaton, In the
LS. it jg a). In Brilain snd Japsn, (8)
and Ig). Bri Lanka, it ie ioday. &
al jah and [,

Yot commitnam to the fres TriErket
philosophy. and ta the commercial sthic,
doss not signily a rejection of non-cos
mmarcial  broadoasling. . The  culiural
i lande ard e countendgiling valae
af pon-gommercial brodeastirg, whether
as infarmalon, edugation or entertai-
nrment, are urversaiy scknowleced, In
thits regand, the Urited Statea of America
furnishee ong model; Brlgin and Jepan
arciher:

In dhe WS, whers 1he praclise of
licensing radia:and v recoivers wodkd
eound ludicrous. broadcastng Has Seen
an industry shyvays in lragus with advari-
sing and publiciiy. And since lhe ‘slate
15 drbaired 5.I'|:|F|.'_I bramdeasiing 4o dome-
atie audences, official madia pn-li:::y-' in
Ametica has been dirgcled  lowards
Sncouregirg and suppEorting publc sanyi-
ca radin and {slevision. Funded by the
fsdaral gowarnrmant,. corparats  dorors

and by Individual coniributions, prlic

sexyicn broadeasting hos Bocoms & ks
o e feckaned with, Brough stil minge

g, nc e LLS edesiranic. media.

gocium, Il has come o be reganded
a5 a necessans alternative lathe comme-
reizl sendeestal have histescally daomi-
nated the Amercan sinwaves.

The Brilish -and Japanpse syslams,
closanakln tooedch athar, ditler radically
Fram dhe American. In hese counkries,
L comrmarcil and the nan-carmemarcial

funclion eguals indacd, e non-wcenrme-

reial i BBC In Britaln, NHK I Jagany has
the ecge ower the commerclal In respect
of cusliy az well as audience layaly,
In-both colsntriea, & recehssr llcence feg
iz’ levied: " MWHK oolecis the feée dirgcthy
from et cwners; BBO gets IV via gowve-
rment channres. Both, trediionally nde-
pandent, algn benefit from . addnional
siata funding.

Whai Sr Lanka has  winessed.

; lI_'ur-:Jug'h. SUCCESSVE pﬁiﬂna] administra-

lions, 15 Whe stangulalion of a-viorent
Taddilion ol s commercial brosidos.
sling, Today all Fle has been sgusbzed
Gl of i ek She consumar-is expectad

b pay Iorsometning hal does Aol gxist,

Digitized-by Noolaham Foundatjon.
hoolaham.org’|'aavanaham.org

At this junctire, It |s mecessary to point
out that the oocasional. non-advorlser

‘aponsorad item [B.9., Tellgicus decanrss,

education, infricticn) elottad into tedeiby
programming of SLEC: SLBE or |ITH
chaes. net . constilube  noreSommearcial
BroicaslEg i any ascsplabe sanse.
CAncd- st -The rate s are e, il

~wiont be long belare even sus param

ileme ek sdvartissr support).

The measure-af authermtc non-comime-
réial bmadcasting fies i the undiluted
inkagrily o lhe, prigram: flow and e
idartity of the station.. Latenere and

WiEnwBFE wha tune imo esch chennsls

should naver be sesailed with any
achvetlzEng missage during the broadea-
eting c=y. The rragt they Sar b Durde-
ned with ie.a soft-epoken foomoe st
the end of & program, 1o the efert ol
s0Me codporation, foundatian or. und
“is ‘proud to'be associeted with thiz
pragrarn’, -

Tapitina rubshel, alectronic madia
Cordurmots ine Sri Lanka donot get' a
Talr <Al today; hey are reguiarhy short
chingad. A5 paying customers. thay
M Serlas legilionale sapectations. But
the state-owned media -which bonefit
from the public's snnual eondrbutions do
not-julfill these exgpectation tedey: This
giluglion — this fundamentsl flew —in
Sr Lanksa's broadeasting digpenaatkn
has, for some unknown seascn, fRiled
ko engage. the atantion of medls ciiles
ard lobbyists. The high-minded dacou-
rse-on madia Pesdom, social reaporsibi-
[ky of the mediz;, snd such athar saminar
topics wholly. ignoras thia aspect of
Exrdrrdeasling.

Mo that new medis kegleatlon, and
A beller madia dispanzaton. Rre Uppo-
sed o b in he pipeline. thaugh atil
many  leagues aday, concemed media
eritica and @nimators. shoukd begin o
focus on this primary issue. For uiims-
el the prasends oF absered of ran-no-
mmencial bropdoasting wil be ono Tactar
that decides who conirels breadesling
- poliician, progrletor, adverlissr ar con-
EUMET,

A



V. 0. A and Publlc Optnlon
'of a Forgotten Issue

R A Anyaratna
. 'agre'ement )

Sri Lanka was in 1951 at the onset
of the cold war global politics.. The
facilities embodied in it were extended
~ several times thereafter through low-key

offcial transactions until a new agree-

ment signed in 1983 providing for the
substantial revision of the terms of the
1951 agreement brought in a wave of
- controversy and organized protest.

The 1951 agreement was conciuded

against the background of gathering war
clouds over the Korean peninsula. Sri
Lanka had gained independence barely
three years earlier. Nevertheless she
was identified as an ally of the UK and
US by the Eastern’ Bloc of “nations.
Though there was no conceivable threat
of the war being over-spilled onto the
South Asran subcontinent, the national
Ieadershlp of the newly-independent Sn

Lanka showed signs of nervousness at

the- possml_llty of being drown into the
whirlpool of the escalating Far Eastern

conflict on account of her Pro-Westemn
- ties. Understandably, therefore, they

-began to take & fresh lock at some of
the glaring inadequacies of the security
“arrangements entered into with the
departing -British. Some naval and air
‘bases in the island were still in the British
- hands, but in the eyes of the Prime

- Minister D.S. Senanayake these were

not well-equipped to meet the wartlmes
exigencies, and expressed,

i alarm at (the) inability of Britain
" to strengthen their forces at their naval
- bases (in Sri Lanka)?.

Sir Oliver “Goonetilleke, “the Home:

‘Minister, who was a perctptent observer
~of global trends which peinted 'in the
direction of the US emerging as a Super
Power, relegating the UK fo the level
of a second-rate power, was quick to

realize the '_pote_nti_al .-inherentj_ in. the -

 Prof. Ariyaratna- is on the. staff of the

Colombo Un.'versrty
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The first govermning -
B the VOA' broadcasting facilities in

srtuatlon to augment the ‘security capacity
of the country: He went a step ahead

ot his Prime Minister and suggested the.
-establishment of a defence arrangement

under which Sri Lanka air naval base

facilities were 1o be offered fo the US3,

China’s formal entry into the Korean
conflict-in November 1950, portending
a protracted war, compelled the US

* authorities o take, albeit temporarily, a
. serious wew of ihis offer. Contemporary

US defence officials were of the opinion

that the North Korean incursion into the
South was designed by Stalin o,

....... pin down the Americans in Asia
so that he could move agalnst the
Woest Europeans ' '

3 _Not strprisingly, therefore, the US in

1951 toyed with the idea of establishing

a powerful relay broadcasting facility in
Sri Lanka under the aegis of the VOA

and a . transmitting and receiving radio
station for the US Air Force.® However,

further negotiations of this matter were
stalled due o several unexpected deve-
lopments. First, a transmission: project

_of a scale capable of meeting the

war-trme contangencles of communlca-
tion- was_ est_lmate_d to cost an initial
expenditure of US $ 3.2 million approxi-
mately, and the US Defence Department

was understandabty chary of investing -

such. a large sum of money (in. 1951)

without attending to basic preliminaries -

like conducting a through on-site survey.®
Second, US was taken aback by the
SL. governments attempt: to make. its

‘approval of the VOA project conditional

on a US commitment to bulk purchase

the country's rubber output for a fixed

term of years at a fixed price. Third,
the UK which was treaty -bound to defend
SL in the event of foreign aggression,
delivered the coup de grace by admoni-

shing the US that a request on this count

would only meet with' rebuff ‘by -SL

authorities as it was likely to be constrsed
~as .a gratunous mterference in their
- internal : affatrs i :

Antecedents

Finally the US decided to settle for

a modest agreement which was signed °

on May 14, 1951, providing for the
installation of three 35kw. transmitters
and associated equipment for broadca-
stlng VOA programs over Radio Ceylon,
initially for a period of ten years and
renewable thereafter at the end of every

ten years. The relaying of the VOA
programmes fell within the purview of -

the SL government as indeed did the

right to give approval to the schedule

and contents of such broadcasts, The
modest stipulations in- the  agreement

ensured muted local response to it and

the installation of VOA antennae began
shortly afterwards at a site at Ekala,
about fifteen miles: north of Colombo.

Several minor modifications of the

1951 agreement were negotiated during
the -tenure of the -successive gove-

raments, including  two spells of the

Left-of Centre coalitions which were in
power from 1960 fo 1965 and again,

Jrom 1970 to 1977, before a substantial

revision was effected in 1983. The
impetus for this change came from the

UNP govemment elected to office in

1977 with a landslide majority. The new
government’s preference for free econo-
mic enterprise in the domestic front was
swifly rewarded in the shape of a

sizeable aid package offered by the

West. Likewise, its Pro-Western: tift in

: forelgn relations was anticipated to strike :

a responsive -chord in the US and her
allies. It was against this background

‘that the 1951 agreement was renegotia- . -

ted in the 1980°'s‘in the direction’ of
expandlng the VOA transmlssmn taolll-
tles ; : : -

In 1983 a. substantlal rewsron was

wrought into. the 1951 agreement ena-
~ bling the VOA to install six short-wave

fransmitters (two 250kw and four 500kw)

on a site covering approximately 1000

acres. Initially vaild for twenty years and
renewable at ten year intervals there-

after, the new agreement dec!ared that
o the US will,
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"uga ita best andeayvours nat to broac-
cast ary programs- defrimentsl to the
national intereets of S Lanka™

The glering &bsenca of guid pro gua
rﬂL.‘il.'II"IIICiI'_u"'I-'-'f‘J'I fepstd Lo eoncessans
accorded 1o the US by the 1963 agree-
ment could only be explained in tha
‘contaxt of the simined Inda-Larka rela-
tone - obfainirg Cir . the Background  of
alleged Indian cemplicily in iniensifing
Terpil sc::-arajtlsﬂ achaities,

India‘s Imvabeement im-1he warsening
ethnic strife In SL became moes groncg-
need-inthe 1880's, culminstireg in B brisf
inierlude o militery tntervention, followed
B soersing the S0 govemrenl k0 sign
thie: Inde-Lanka. Agreement on July. 27,
96y, Purporedy cesigned o proffer
a- sclution: o the athnic - prebam; the
Aarzement, corduingd an exchange of
lefhers a% an annexurd Which, b dlia.
deglirgd,

“Gn Lanka'a agresmend walh fareion
broadoesting organzationg wh be re-
wigwed to ensura that faciliies =8t up
by Iz in. S0 Lanka are used-solely
asplbdic Broadcasting - acililios- and
rot for . ary - militery - ar - infelligénce
prarposss”"

Al tha sk of sounding srits, it may

b observed fhal the inciusion of this
ialise wis meaed B allay fodian sensil-
vilieg leet tha YOO fecidies be used
for n:ln-l::vn:\a::il:'.asﬁng purpoaga. In tha
pesl-Inde-Lanka Agrodmenl pariod, wils
an Indiar Peace Koeepey Forca (IPKF;
induectid o e northern and easlem
prowinces of ‘BL. and she Incian Hich
Tommigion: ewerting- &A  owsrneanng
influgnes e e decision - masing pro-
cessed in Colgenbaa, e YO8 sxpadsion
progsct was: shelved oply b be royied
Inte 1990, when Inga-Lanka a5 wall
agindo-LIS relations had shown & rmarket
impravement.

on Decermbar 4, 1891 a new. WA
agrasmant was ﬂigﬂ{bd 5u|:|nr:\_ia:ding v
unpublished previays agreaments mada
in 1955 and 1984, bt subjed. 1o
signed in 1283, The extent of larg
garmarkad for the project was rechited
0430 Trom 1000 apres agreed. upon
i IR, whileicdznlilying & speciic pancel
ol fard “for dhe corstimlicos’ Gl Lhe

proposed VA transmiter  skation . at
Irenawita -in_the Hodh- Western Sia-
baard.

In redurn for-an Bnnuel pEyment of
VS §-=0,000; YIA i to be entrusted
with the uniesiioled use. of e laed,
inclucling, implicity, 1he rfght 0 deckle
an tha fale of a emall fisher community
inhabiting the adjacanl coastal belt.

MWeaméxars of be local public had thair -

Tirstirkling obihe project Whon e -on=5ils
sunveving: was underesy al- ranawila,
The S Larkon govemmeant's refusal 1o
iower the agregment dacuments 10 ihe
nublic gaEe gaue dge o gowevs ol wild
spenilstions on the nabure of tha agread
provigions. The agresmants ware fnally
takakad In pariasment an Cleleter §,1593,
but-nat before an enterpising. Jaumalist
had achiswvedd ecacp oy publishing them
in & Sinhala wweokly newspapsr, Maan-
while; a prolest ‘campaign aimed &t
“rnildiregd ke onitrasted YO8 deal in punlic
adlum wias afoat:

Since the agrearsnt smacked of a
deal -thrusl o tha peopla a5 & faf

fcvorne, The prindgiples of fhe oo’

Arroaintabieily o0 the aleclors was at
gaue. The passlhline of Gsslliag he
epologicsl balznce in the arer alarmcd
the arnironmendal lobbyists, Toe et
arignted liierati raised the epeoire af a
nen-calanal fory by the LS, which could
make 21 wulnerable b nuclear war,
Huoweewmy, the sironges! protest 1o he
V0O& progect was orcheetrated by the
Catholc, church, which hee tradiicnalhy
wecn fegorded s e guardians of the
morzl - ard  spiftaal upliflment of - hea
staunchly - Catndlic  fisfher  communily
fving Blong the Marh-VWestern coaslal
bull. Under dhe asgis of the Church,
4 soidsrity forum wee fomed to spear-
head tha proiest and 8 senies of masling
and dernansirations wers neld -t games
puldlic. suppoed Tor e campsign.

Tha. Colormbo-based LS Informelion
Agency issusd "Fact Sheels” peradically
in-an_ attempt 1o elley theae f2as and
1o convinta he - public ihat they are
frwzpely inlerostod in replacing the oid
transmitier with. new lochnology baing
uesed In frbed Internalional broadcasta.
Howavel, tiese "facte™ wore holy dispu-
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ted. by irdividual wiiters and varioos
organisad - grodpe Bethe. "alfemalve
Peopla's  Tribunsl” and: the “Iranaila
Feaple's Solidarity Forum".* The, lattar
pusilished A well-rossamhsd book under
the fitie “The Irana=GGate Scandal” wih
delailed -refarances 1o the VO reay
slaliors in Belize, Botswand, Greere the
Philippines; Algera, Adstraliz ele, ™

Given the highly: palificlsed natire ol
tha 5n Lanken sociaty, it was predictable
thad Lis con‘roversy will entar the politcal
drena as g’ meter of course. The
parliomentany slectons schadulsd for
August’ 12584 “providsd & ready-mede
stane tar pary prigaganda debace. Wi
ihe ruling LINP making no sericas alior
1o defend its posficn as a signalory Lo
the TSE3 agresmem beyand & 1heble
&drnissian of riea cripe: the Oopaaitian
made ety palilical mileags oul of thie
iZEUE partizsrhy I the Calkalic-domina-
lad conatiusnaes. Dermansieations, pu-
blic rzllies and prodast marches against
he: orisuing eonstraction wark regufacec
with rencwed viguae, smboldscsed by the
Opposition polinans vodiarous opooel-
tion to the- WOA Sgrecmcnd When the
Coposiion Peopla'e Alliancs won The
Farliamentary sisctiona in August 1934,
almait wih. -8 wafer<hin  majonty, the
anb=ws sonlimaents in the lrarewia
areq eriplod bBurgling at tha esema.
Sevaral mases demonsiration's dashed
with te palice culminatng Inothe shoo-
fIng 1o Gaalh, ofan Iranawia resident
b the police quarered at the WVOA

L oorairuclion il :

The ematinally charged wava of
prolest ihat followed this incdant compss-
ked Ihe newly-elected PA Govormrmant
o appcinl & Minigterial commates: 1o
resammend  lunher é:afaguan:ﬁ g )
worporated in & new VMOA accord. The
commilies noted Bt the autsst thal,

conlflernaticnal lew provides iee b

revlew of inlornational agreements s

fresties bt nat 1oe their unilaterzl

abrogaton.

O his basis the commities reached
&0 ‘ursderslarding with the LIS aidbri-
fiza an & nurribor of pots dovetaing
with the ‘frplemantation’ of the agree.
rment |ie;

]



not to - prevent 1raditir__mal fishing
activities in the Lunu Oya

(M

(2)
gious processions outside the boun-
dary of the relay station

to conduct magnetic r_ac__!ié_ emission
monitoring ‘along the perimeter of
the lranawila site”

@

(4) 1o allow an-site verification by the
- ‘authorised representatives of the Sri
Lanka Govemm’ent Ry '

(5)
(6)

10 restrict the site to 409 acres and

in the vicinity of the site."’

With the benefit of the hindsight, it

can be speculated that the final point
of this understanding holds the key to -

_not to interfere with traditional reli-

to assit the economic development

‘the extinguishing of the embers of

opposition 1o the operational activities
of the VOA &t the Iranawila site. For,
once the main irritants are smothered
by mutual understanding, the perceived

fears tend: to submerge  amidst the .=

flotsam and jetsam of economic benefits.
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And now Muslrms drrven

M Hamza Hanrffa ;

: A spate  of mmdems’ involving

~*3inhalese and Muslims:in the ‘past.
few years in“a number of Sri Lankan
towns and villages ranging from Galle
in the Southemn province, Beruwela,
Atulugama and Kalutara in the WP and

Ugurasspitiya, Madawela and Akurana

in the Centrali Province culminating in
the riots last month in Galagedera have
caused tension, apprehensron and anger

-among - Muslims, who constitute the
second largest minority in the island.
~ Whilst the earlier riots did not cause
much damage and were brought under

conto‘rl'qui'ckly by the police (supported
in‘some cases by stationing of soldiers),
the' incidents in Galagedera last month
have raised fears amongst members of
our .community that it will not be the

last one but may be a prelude to more

~ serious attacks on Muslim lives and
-property In all the mc;dents 80 far the

(The writer _r'S Char‘rma'rr, AL 'ijf_AM 7] .
.FOUNDATFON) :
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Muslrms ha\re been at !he recewrng end.
At Galagedera mobs torched and destro-

yed not only about 50 shops and homes

belongmg to Mushms but also a number
of mills belongrng to members of the
community as well estates The attacks
‘which lasted for a few days subsided
fora day or two and continued sporadi-
cally for a few more days.

~ What is causing concem not only

among Muslims but even among gove-

rmment authorities and a number of
Sinhala politicos is -that all these riots
‘broke out over minor quarrels between

~ individuals or- small groups belonging to

the two communities but balooned into

- serious clashes with a communal twist.

The Galagedera' riots,
began with the opposition to a Muslim
irying to ply his trishaw for hrre from

“the. town centre provoking opposrtron

from a few Srnhalese who had. a
monOpon earlier. The argument that
'eneued ‘had within hours flared rnlo_a_

for example,

to the wall

major anti-Muslim war. The police force

‘in the area is now being accused by

Ieadmg Muslrm ‘politicos Irke the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress_ SLMC Gene_r_al
Secretary who is Deputy Chairman of
Committees in Parliament, Rauf Hakeem
and organrsaflons like - the All- -Ceylon.
Musirm League of not only inaction but -
even connivance, In fact, Mr Rauf
Hakeem. during ‘the debate on the
Emergency ‘in Parliament (early April)
went further and charged that there
seemed to be an ethnic bias in the police
force, adding that the usual government

- response of transfarring the police station

Officers in Charge (OICs) after the
incidents was like the proverbial focking
the stables after the horses had bolted.”

Muslim  political observers and
analysts suspect 1ha1 there are hidden

hands or forces behlnd these aﬂacks

on. Mushms whrch they say are now
becomlng more: frequent The monrhly

Al Islam tnlrngual paper that our Founda—




e e

e e e | hir—-—#:'

tan publishes, tha  longest-pubfizhed
Muskrm journal in Sm Lankg, bas on many
occAziohs during the past few vears
drawn the - akantion of 1the governimanl
and  public o this ant-Rusiin - e,
perticularly in the media and sven in
srane dramas and ielsdramas where the
inlenlion sgemed 1 be ko create suspl-
ciof- ard  enmity among  the majority
Einhdalesa, particularhe Buddhiats againg
Muslires. The guestion B win s going

1a. gain by Sxhala:kRusin anlbagonis .

I, Ik Cormmunity, there is a efrong
lealing that only thoea plotting to ole ce
car country ala Besri and causa chads
amg mayiiam, like the LTTE ard thelr
suppeters or Subvarsive. orjanizations
in’ tre Bouth would profl fram g steond
aihnicrelionus Ballke amongst Muslime
ancd SinPakesa, Carlain, poftical chser-
vars aisg Euepect certrln: M{G0S boehind

. e conspiracy because opoosilion from

Bucidnist ararisalions and the Saagha
I Iwdir aftempls o conver: Buddkists
could be poverad and diveslod by shifting
the focus on imaginery dangors from
&nd  zo-called explcitaton by Maslime,
“Ad lslaim’ has-or 8 number of accasions
guiled stabementa from communddy asmd
reigirs leackers on the slmdspheds of
suspicion &nd hatred beirgd created by
certain individuals, organisations, and
gecllons ol {he meda which only lead
- slight match o ingnide a eanifagratian.
Forburatahy,. Sinhala: Buslidhist:Moslims
fiandly relaticns g0 buck many osntu-
rfes, as hislorans and scholars ke [
Loma Devarajah (The Histopy of dhe
Cevion Muslirs. Thousand years . of
Harmori] Piva poirted oo, And cdecpsin

A lvw pborralions like the 18515 Acls,

ther b pacplee have Ivél sido by side
- harmnany b theie muobeal barsefit. From
ihe days ol the Sinhela kogs, &8s O
Devargjan and semilor bislorians. heve
reccroil. tho adharanta of isanm. i
becn allis o the Sinhasse nal Gnly
fighltng foraigr invadars lika: the. Portu-
guses shoukder to shoulder bt even
heiprm put dhe sounky on the wond
rrap - lhrowgh frade ties. The Sinhalase
kirge and even the Sangha reciprosaian
by rewsrding Muslime. for thege senicos
andl loyally, which certsin rhischicwous
lorges e mow frying lo maks  the
Buddhizte of our nalivn Torget.

Wi Muslime, -in - modem fimos 1o
atood. for & unilod Cevlon oppesing
claime by Tamilz for Aifiy=lifly, and our
leilers also sunpported the inrodecdion
of (the  bills 1> make Swabasha tha
nalioral languagee of the eodntay, Laler,
when the Tamil pollical paries and tre
armad mdizants dernanded Eclam, despi-
L chiirris by the Tamils that thelr strigghc
was tar hugims koo {undar the label
of Tamil-epeeking - peoples) and oFes
af plums of Gifice after Eslam is establ-
ched, Mualima, not mersy:In ha Sotrth
but cven i he Nordh and Eaat, whers
ona-third ot the tolal Mosiim popu’ztion
in Zn Lanka livad. sz« SO 10udy and
clednly 1o b Tamil entrestea, -Far this
during thia pesod afler 1983, Muslims
mawe suffared tramandauzsly whh moms
bers of the communily being massacred
in e hundredz (even whikst  praying
Inzlde mosgues) by Tamil - tecrarisns,
tumead into refunees by the thousands,
wilh the antirg Muslim: popwtation in e

Marth takd b quil wilt just 24-hours notlce

by trw: Tigers, lsaving behind peopertdas,
buildings Bnd’ Instindions (schocls ‘and
msEgques) wartn billione.” In the Easl
thausands ol acres of ich paddy land
owned. by Muslims cannot be culthesied
at preasnt because Ihdse are either
unider - LTTE-cantrad or in F:rE-ﬂs. 'n.'-'hr:h
are unaale,

Trus, ther is a growing anger, alinosk

exasperation, amangst Mosfins, when
Sinhilose indviduals and organlsslions

-make staerwenls utterly derrogative ol

tham, =nd &ct to prevent lbam from
acquiriig facilibes whish are Seaikble
to cthere, and abjecl 10 constuczion of
misques or calling: for prayer (Azan)
which doss not- exceed threc MFules.
Of golrse, BMuslims understand that hea
overwhelimng -majority of Sinhala By-
ddhisls do nat-euppon Such aliacks snd
opposition 1o Muslim. acidies, which
many chssrva is not only Bagicsl gvan
Muzlim oppasiion b demands far sepa
ralicrbut also smack olullerioclishness,
ahpidily, wnce thay think of whal woold
have happendd il Muslims pamculary
i the East hed not siood a5 a bamier,
an obslacla, o Tiosr penetrabon and
axparsioeT inta Sinbala areas. in the NGE
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ar evert UNA On thair own 0 b Taml
terrensts could hald back and aven indlict
big keows on the srmed forces and
impartent - targels, civiian and modary,
wlll nat these who are spreading poiso-
Mous. propagancs against Muslims snd

. eveninsligating - riote agsinst thern, pau-

£& b3 reflect on he scenario wih sMustims ..
un_the ocppoefe camp, is a question
poscd by many inteElicent individuals
emongst hoth Sinbalss end  Muslions,

AllPugh it i ehocking fo find universiy

done ke Professar H WD A Heratnwhg
1okd the Sinhala Commsslan in May that
Mustime had coliecied elephan! durig
irom: Dialacs Maligawa lards and’ bgilt
rrosques - from. moeses chdainsed  from

~euch work, Heralh received -3 slinging

repoEl from RMuslinms who eaid that the
only place where theed was dung in
elephanting j;lrl:lpcurhm"pa meist bin the
Peradeniya lecturer's brain,

ftig hoped Bat through wites Stapid
prowncative  etalemcnls fike thia and
actions 10 slap Muslime recewing due-
rights whether In he eeonomic, educatia-
nal ar reigious sphere, and frequent mini
pagrosms, e majority commihity will not
play into"the harwds of thoge wic o
raally netional enornias by pushing a
comimunily which thraughall the canbs-
res has lived and worked in golidany
and hamony, todhe wall What s
required is quick aclicn to nip thess ewi
deslgng in dhe bud, and “Al Islam, Taur
months aQo bannar headlined a call by
ax-foreign - minster . &GS Hamid 1o
Musins o proba this growing ant-Mu-
elimiam amongst Sinhaisss. A dialogue
belwesn commurdy afd religous lea-
ders ofboth commimdies, may be =
posiive stop o stop this gl uwards
& nevdetnno-folicious calamity, & calami-
by in° which there will ba no wianges
Bt oy Iosere congicoring ot cnhy the
inlsmational peodlical fallout adverse Lo
the coundry, which could be a bat the
Tigers cauld kil e Sinhaless willi by
Fainling out: Sinkalese carnat e wilks
gry othcres, but also dus foihe sconomic
and human  aspect with more an
20,000 B0 Lankans living and e=rning
billicrs for Sri Lanka from. the Musim
Arab etatns,



Interrogatlng Independence

Susrl Slrwardana

'To our mind, the 50th--Ahniversary'

‘of ' Sri Lanka’s Independence must
be constructively mobilised into a pro-

cess of critical and self-challenging

interrogation. As. co-owners of her
~ Independence every Sri Lankan, without
- distinction, feels deeply about this historic
- pccasion. S0 as we jog our memories
and reflect ‘'on events, we inevitably ask
“several - questions from: ourselves. In
other words, all of us participate in private
bouts of self-study. The object -of this

collective self-accounting to be_come
strategic. Thig could be done by making

our interrogation yield the elements of

a perspective for the next fifty year cycle
of Independence, or for the making of
-_the vision of our Second Independence

EVIDENCE FROM THE GROUND

We proceed by considering some
success cases of our First Independe-
nce. We have focussed on successes

__ for two reasons. First because they can
help-us to better ‘appreciate the positive

- attributes, and- by implication, underline
what should be avoided.. Second we
wished to depart from the more conve-

- ntional - route  of proceeding via the

negallve experlences

We have used lhe followmg cnterla ;

“for defining a success case. Such a

case has to be owned and. internalised:

by a majority of the concerned people.
- That also means scale — often national

- and being sustained for two to three-

decades. Such ¢ases are the outcome

ot a highly committed precess of re-.
search and development,  action refle-,
. ction, self-challenge and slruggle by a

critical mass of creative, value-led minds,

- who have interacted and_learnt from lhe_
copious - knowledge - stocks  of the -

people. Each of these have produced
& discourse -and a school of thought

— in other words, & particularised theory
" and practice. They also constitute critical

transitions or fandmark experiential pro-
-cesses. They help us to discriminate
between the organically evolved endoge-
naus processes which -have been dénse-

ly thought through upto.the parameters.
.. of a discoursé and theory, and the more

. meretricious products of imitative thinking
which have been: eclecllcally put toge-
- ther. Further, all these constitute exa-
mples of synthesising from many sou-
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rces, whose distinctive slafnp' is a cohe-
rence and clanty at a hlgh m:ellectual

: Ievel

By applylng these cnterla to the first
50 years of Independence, we have

come up with several success cases..

This list is by no means exhaustive. They
are aiso circumscribed by the author's

field of experience. The per|0d|sal|on ls
: very prellmmary : .

gssay is to assist this. process of :_'1_" Slananihy FOOdcroPégncunure'

(1948 - 1970).

2. Social “and - Human Development :

(1948-1982).
3. The Rule of Lsw (1948- 1977)

4. * The Development of Modem Slnha!a

Literature - (1948-1984).

5. The Admmlsiratwe Serwce (1948-:_.

1972). -

6 Housmg by the Poor - and Poverty'

: Erad:catlon (1 984 1993)

Of these six cases we w:ll analyse

only one of them, namely Settlement

and Foodcrop Agriculture (1948-1978).

We will try to make our main points
through this single analysis. In the case
of the others, through individual facts

and their inter-meshing will vary from

case to case, the valuational and metho-

dological content will be analagous to
-one another. For them therefore, we gsve

some cursory ;ollmgs

A SUCCESS CASE ANALYSED
“The success of Settlement and Food-

crop Agriculture can be summed up as
a triumph of inverting paradigms - from
a_ colonial .to an endogenous one -

through a long process of ‘internal
learning. It was fuelled by a deep ethical

_and value-led bond with the farmers of

‘this country. There was a solid pariner-

ship between the political and technocra-
tic leaderships. . And between both of

them and the vast array of farmers. The -

national challenge - of food security -
inspiring these groups was massive. In
those decades immediately after Indepe-
ndence food security was another name
for successful economic decolan:zanon

The political spectrum was occupied by
.men of the calibre of D. S. Senanayake,
. Philip Gunawardena, C. P. De Silva, M.
- D. Banda and Dudley Senanayake. The

technocracy by people like A. W. R.

* agricultural _

Joachim, Emest Abeyretne. H de. S.

Manamperi, S. Kanagaratnam Mahinda
Silva, Earl Jayasekera and Christopher

Panabokke. The chorts of highly knowle-

dgeable farmer inteflectuals were eve-

rywhere, from- the Jaffna Peninsula to

Matara. In combination thay composed
extremely competant, and often brilliant,
infer-disciplinary critical masses. These
successions of critical masses ‘persisted

* in a policy/strategy search, which com-

pelled them to discover a whole new

- agricultural system for the Dry Zone
of Sri Lanka. This was the singularquest

_and breakthrough secured by the labour

- of teams led by large-minded men like

Emest Abeyratne and H. De S. Mana-

mperi. The Maha liluppa_llama Dry Zone -
_‘Agricultural Research Station was deve-
loped to the level of a centre of
- excellence. Aboul two generations.. of
staff workers graduated
_through Maha llluppallama and other.

" centres like Pelwehera : :

Whal ihey succeeded in produc:mg
_was a discourse and a school of

" thought on the theory and practice
~of Dry Zone agriculture,
water management, soil science, varietal.
breeding programmes were ail part-and
parcel of this holistic approach to. the -

Irrigation,

subject. It was: a learning-led process

all the time. Most important was the

underpinning - provided by the distilled
wisdom of the Dry Zone goviralas. There

was the most intense -interaction ‘and

dialogue between_lhe field, the labqratory
and the ¢lassroom. The micro-macro link
was ever present throughout.

There is ample ewdence of. 5uch a
conscious and con&stenlly pursued poli-
¢y search,” such analysis of ground
experience and the formufation of new

~ alternatives in the second Land Commi- -
ssion Report of 1955 and the Agricult-

ural Plan of 1958 produced by Philip
Gunawardena ‘B. H. Farmer's Pioneer
Peasant Cclonlsatlon in Ceylon (1 957)

was a major contribution to better under-
standing the dynamics of Setilement

Agriculture. This sub sector was under

constant scrutiny and..experimentation.
For example Polonnaruwa District:is a .
_unlque product of that sub sectoral

endeavour, in that-it is aimost whaolly

~ a result of planned settlement or coloni-

sation. The last important set of Agricultu-
ral F_’ians in this series, were the seven



s meghl slioy wolumes that were. ready
when the new ;:wernmcnt toak alice
in 19%0.

_The haghest pu::int of deveiopmaent of
fhiss palicydstraleyy process was reached
Jduring e Faod Drve of 1985 = 70,
Vhile 1he food Lrogy’ SECIOF was elevated
lo-the status of B lead programme and
wihile it wes parsonelly lad by the Primea
Ministar himself, " demaonsimaling ampls
palfical commitment, winat was glgrl-
can shout this' process was thElt it was
g pnase of Ml pound reform and
Improvament baged an legzons leamt
fram ‘the ground. The fineat plece in
Ihiss rialamal schorme was ke plaressd
ik Delwesn eacn padidy waya al the
gresarooie -Bnd ‘the Agricubore Blimistoy
in Ciodambo, with “an “sflicient procaes
al. wosaway dialogus Bking plice- be!
twaen he twir extrernities of The migio-
macnz-chain, - The proof.of the - puckding
was in the sating. The Food Drive epirit
feneralod & great mgdement in Tarming
Ell -ever dhe country and 1 por and
" unit and-gross - yields roase diarmstically,
Wialerver shovloomings and excesess
thece were In thiz effort, s schid achigee-
mienis’ baar continuing study,

It conkrusl v roust p-u'int out that
he parated sicey ot PEnEElco Agrsciltling
iz quite différent in one-very important
recpect. While tha plantaiiona were well
managad in comparison o what happe-
nol s i ralichalisalion in- 197G,
patnhe ciop reseanh ar e fafning
syslams used, were yet 8 cantinuation
of the colonial paradigm. In Foodecrop
Agrcutiure there was an  adthentic
tranmaition;, wihich  was the sompeling
demznd of  Indspandence: but in. the
gase of tha Plantalion Agricuture: seciar
Thss Vet N COMEA I iniemal s
fiar. 13 may not be out of place ta-hazanl
Ihe camrmient hal a4 pad of the reeson
Tor post-natinalisation” sclbacks could
viery wiell be 1he fact thaet these mnnciap
struclures continued ovisdong efier lide-
nendetse. Inather woeds, the thinking,
resesrch And expeamentabkin an diversi-
licstion and rew farming shsiems an
nlianlalion land wera not dona when they
ghauld ‘have been dore.

SOME OTHER CASES

Given the extendead treatment of ha
lirsl =coess casa in our lisn we feel
i issuficent o make soma jotings 1o
situste the afvers.

Social and Human Development
{1948-19E2)

=i Lanka's high PQLL arsd HOE posilinns

gra-the. result: of & clustar of sodal and
hurrian  dewekapenont, policies'stratepias
fodiced framm the laie 1930% and Intensi-
fied aoon sfter Warld War 2. Deatingilve
among 1hese ssctoral polickes are Frea
Edwcadian, & nuiond Haullk Ssrvice and
a functicnal Local Goseinment Systam.

The vge. railon system conrbuled. ko’

ragintzining modarate keveis of nutalan.
W i3 with the introduciion of the- firas
atruciusad Adjusimetd Programrnes in e
aany 1280, that these seclors game
under thregt,” This s oot o ‘say thal
[Mese DROERArmmcs Tembelvos wWars ng
averripe for reform, Fres educatkon I;:-zlr'.g
continuad mechanieticelly in the 70'E a=
in_the b5 and BIs was. bound to
prodluce strang rrsenlinerds, A modicum
o irtalligent manpower paanning nothe
B0s could hewe rediracted the duture
podsrdial - for - mass . jobiassnese and
frusiration ameeky rural yoush kiter oo

The Rule of Lewr {H948-1977})

Tha Fule of Law was something Sri
Lanka had euccassiully  maintained:
&'rfl‘.i.'-‘rl[iﬁﬂ Far L Grirrieal” dustica” Go-
mmEsion Acts of the 705, Tha EIL'!r'IHIilE
ol an independent judiciary were enjayed
by all and the system as 8 whold gained
credibility, During this Eme 10 was seid
that there was ol & Single crime which
remairad Unsolvod In e annals of the
Foloe: aepartman,

The. Development of Madem: Sinhala
Literature {1%d48-1933)

The developmant of modem Sinhala
lilerakara = bolh crestive and critical -
haz gane on apace irom e period of
the Colring Pacts in the 1940° Lo e
pudlication od. Edinwesra  Sarachchas
ndrz's book of sock-cielueal crilkism,
Dharmishia Samejaye in 1952 This |5
the sextendsd=siony of & literature’s search
Far-a modemishicsg identily, while being
faithful 1o the essence ol -lradiion.
Wimalaratna Kumaragama, Marlin Wick-
ramasingks,  Edinwesra’  Sarachduan-
dra, ‘Gunedasa-Amaraeskara, Dayanan:
o Gurawardsna, Sugsihapala de Sik,
Mahagama  Sekara, Ajith  Tilakazena,
Farakianse Kodilbivakiou, Monica Ruwa-
npsthivane and Suchantia Gamlath have
been eome af the leadng confibuators
ta this evolving discourse,

The Administratlve Sarvlee
(19481972 °

The Adrminisiredive. Servics was caas-
ble o deing & good jub of housskeeping
and zustalning the slpdards of- policy
anahysic upte the 70 One anby has
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T ook ok e Cabiret Papers drafte:d
by the 1op ect=lons of this sendce to
understand how adaguste they were as
positicn, papsrs. But thia serdce alsa
manlfested cerain weaknasees. Thay

weere Incapabla of building up suetinaole

levels of cxcolionce, Tnslssd hey suctu-
mbed fo the raps of The sHort berm and

e shicl eud, This was belese the hand

of palitical rnanipulatlon tainta e Hee-
oa.

Houding by the Poor and Paverly
Eradication (1983-1993)

This i a dennalic sxample of 8
EBess case, ough ils career was cul
enort prematsrehe, ragde o he sho-
rtrees of ta fenue It has been inchuded
hare becausa it mmandasts al he A
in. cur ligt, Thic cese Blso marks the

-higk rmark of S0 Lanke's &xperience |0

Farlcipatony Davaldpmens. In his esnss,
It sgnilies & dafing altempt st ooeirenting
the mult-faceiod crigs O ke 305 by
defining ard implemenling a  national
Povery, Ermdicatan polloysirategy {Ja-
Nasivivay wilh -cohesance ard commi-
el The inilial thrust wes reinfarced
by a sluster of peo poor national progra-
mrea &nd profects, which ward fragicaly
denisd the opparlniy 16 malur o the
peird of becoming irreversinle,

LESSONS OF PRAXIS

Ciur -naxt. 1eek ia tookam o fram Lhe
qrosand, draw the lassons of praxis. An
In-ciesally, erilicial proking of the success
casas can ekl wihal we believe ama
strategic elements for 1k ansarging
parspective of the Second indopandence
precess. Wa wish 1o investoate fes
lzrrain rigorously, 80 that at least we
AN pdde Lo oursalves the rlght que-
stons, We bolisya that asking the hard
guestians and (he fght quesbons s half
tw betle in our quest for Clariby and
direction. ; !

The first leszon hazs 1o de with how
socigties craata the ponditions lor
Yisionary, creative leaderships. 1o mo-
blllgo the crestivity of the nation for Riying
itz fcuancdatians. Buk how &re such basdare
snlps evolved? How dorwe avoid thi
pitfalla.of the First Irdcpandence? They
gra formed through e accumulated
eflocris and etniggles: of sensilive and
cormtitled dndividuala-in e Intersticgs
of - sociely, wheeare dhiven by walues,
Bthica ard resiianes in struggke.: Thelr

ecticng wolld evolve-into & critical mass,

g seneive elite, which has the perapica-
city to realise whe the real makers al
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 history are. We believe that amidst all

-~ the evidence to the contrary, that such
a community of excellence .is in the
process of being formed. Where? In the
sum total of -all the self-critical, sensitive,

respansible and’ eelf—challenglng women :

and men scattered throughout Sni Lan-
kan civil soc:ety Thls civil society has

mountains of hamework yet to do. Surely

the huge human, ‘societal and ecologlcal
tragedies we have brought upon ourse-
lves, and yet are bringing upon ourse-
Ives, are sufficient compulsion to make
us confront ourselves? Self-challenging
is a vital tool. The most propitious manner
to articulate and sift these invaluable
strivings  is through the method of

debate and discourse. Debat_es and
discourses have to become our “Con--
structive Programme” for the second

lndependence

The second Iesson is related to the
pre -eminent role of learning. The task

of. constructing independence requires

the whole nation to become a learning -

~society. Leaming means self critically

and  collectively reflecting on one's

actions as a matter of conscious habit.
Those who learn, will always be chan-
- ging and improving. themselves. Those
in positions of high ‘responsibility have

a major leaming role to perform, They -

~ have to articulate policies drawn out of
visions for their socleties. It is this kind
and level of work that we call ‘intellectual’.

The inteflectuals therefore are those who -

provide a perspective, articulate the
.values, evaluate performance and sug-
gest the correctives. The tasks of indepe-
ndence are fraught with complexity and

imponderables. But intellectuals cannot

shy away in search of facile options.

The sustained and focussed practice of -

their intellectual quests, is to create

. discourses and schools of theught. Such
discourses and schools of thought have

~ successfully helped us' to guide the

 critical transitions of a particular p'i'oblém_ S
ot field. An essential feature. of this work

: _" is the amount of synthesising one has
to do to evolve a discourse. ‘That is

the staple, the essential homework, of
- serious - collective: intellectual - labour.:

Once the synthesising has been done

~and the discourse has become public,

it acquires a life of its own. In other

“words, unknown to its-many public users
“the discourse undergirds our thinking
and action. It is ‘a support which helps .- -

. us to raise the quality of our perceptions.
Those who breaklhrough 1nto ‘this level

B

of intellectual acti'.viiy "a_r"e. an invaluable

segment of conscience keepers in
society who succeed in upholdlng sta-
ndards oi excelience

The third Iesson has to do with
“eclipsing and repressing mediocrity.
The presence and power of mediocrity
-in societies like ours is pervasive. By
deliberate eclipsing of ethics; standards

of conduct and the trusteeship of repre-
sentation and governance, we have
allowed the power-thirsty, the counterfeit,
the third rate and the short term to
masquerade as upholders of democracy
and legitimacy. Mediocrity and excelle-
nce are inveterate competitors. To the

“extent that societies generate exr:elle—
nce, they can keep mediocrity in check.

Where excellence is not a public value
mediocrity assumes ascendance. In so-
cieties facing a multi-faceted crisis, me-
diocrity has become ' hegemonic. That

is, a culture of mediocrity gradually grows

and speards. Our recent history provides
ample 1est|m0ny The manipulation of

~democracy and the rule of law, the
over-politicisation of party politics and
the stubborn sway of pelarised politics,
~the obsession with short term time -

frames, the incapacity 1o see the limits
of populism, the sustained practice  of
reactive policy with hardly any capacity

to be proactive, the mistaking of legality
for-legitimacy, the exaggerated role of

without hard analysis and a pervasive
sense of .insecurity are some common

‘manifestations of thlS tralt

in an article titled How serious is

our governance? (The Sunday Obser-

ver, 23 February 1997) Neville Jayawee-

ra capiures this aspect partlcularly well.

“Am;dst these endless petﬂneeees and
rivalries - one overriding commitment
seemed t0 unite-our pohhmans That
was the willingness; whenever they
~ desired to extend or strengthen their

hold on power, to reduce to abject

compliance our institutions of gover- -
nance, even into_ tinkering with the
Constitution and ‘using the power of '
"a parliamentary majority to pass ad
hominem legislation for achieving their

goals. To ensure that end, they were

also willing, not only to violate norms

- of ‘juris-prudence recognised throu-

“ghout the civilised world, but equally

to corrupt and suborn administrators,

“judges eic. on whose excellence our
_ '-mstltutfdns depended for. the:r reputa-
- tions... : :

" “The politicians .have. no understan-

ding that insititutions of governance,

like glant oaks, take as long as a .
- century. -or more to- put down. roots

“and develop- traditions of excellence

-weeds and low shru_bs-”

~ The fourth and last lesson we wish
to draw is about a particularly Sri Lankan

brand of opportunism. This opportu-
nism pervades our whole society from
top to botiom. It is vibrant among the
elites as it is among the masses. The
best illustration of it is in the hypocrisy

we practice in small as well as in big -
things. What we believe in genuinely
“and deeply, is often spoken only in

private. We will never come out with

the same criticisms in public or at formal

fora where it is m_ere appropriate to bring
them up for collective® discussion. Why

is that? The reason is that we wish to
privately reserve the right to seek favours -
from the object of such criticisins. So,

we are not prepared to jeopardise our

chances of accessing such benefits.
Hence we will not articulate our criticisms .

in public, We believe that is the main
reason why Sri Lankan civil society finds
it so difficult. to protest or demonstrate

~against manifest injustice. Is it not this

deep seated. opportunism which- holds

us back? In other words, we are often

capable of being uftterly 'unprincipled So

we preferto hve with the injustice rather .

than flght it
DOING THE HOMEWOHK

- All the Iessons dlscussed above deal -
_with patterns of how we have thought
and acted in the process of constructing
our First Independence. The purpose of

this interrogation _has been to clarify
certain guidelines for the future out of
a- critique of our praxis as a society

- and a nation-in-the-making. If we are

to work seriously towards healing the

“wounds of deep structural crisis, we need

to. ask tough questions from durselves
and come out with challenging answers.
The more we turn our trals into self

challenges and self questionings, we feel -

that we have hope of coming out of
the crisis, We. desperately need restru-

cluring, & reformation and a national -
‘consensus. -Our only chance ‘of coming
through is to learn the lessons of praxis
‘and do our. homework more honeslly :

and more rigorously through a process
of helghtened debate.

- and integrity and that once hauled
-down are generally grown over by



ON THE DOLE

[Aelief Package}

That guy on the sidsa walk

In his soiled aocktail kit
Whinss for a few rupsas
[He means dollar centa)

For that souare rmcal mistor,
And by Jave, itsa no con talk!

Ha's & lacal, and doas nol gualify
For that ralisf peckegs

Cosan't deserve I, has et doam
The Free Market

Taaking Ihal privobscod voenbore

To sarly bankruptoy

In sEite ot all that easy crecil
Shructurally hoeld back

When it was 8 State Venture
That collRpsed without working caoital
For its viable capaciby.

But, say. thase Gankeers
Who laid it on thick for him at retes
Jdust a fractlon abows the rales they loppled

Off Cltlzens savinags in this shara
owning democracy
Gat a double dechkeaer package of pelic

The State has IMF crdars

To taka awvar thair unpald lbans
And provide more sasy capital
Tix sarvica tha naxt Privetear.

This in spite of those withdrawn Subsidies
Increased consumer Exaskion

Cevaluatlon and Intaticon

(Al in tha reastructuring categary ).

Yas ils Free Markat and no Inkervention

Yt the Democratic Aapubllc could haws
subsidized

That capitalist on the sidewslk

IT he just wasn't a logal

RAolicd goas only to foreign species
Facing exlinclicm,

L. Karunatilake

Motice

After twenty vears, the LG needs argpent re-orpanization.
The next issue will probably be delayed. Wa are 8 small
outfit, We azlk for paticnce and wnderatanding,
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