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Read the following passage and Answer: the question that follows.

Fuel is a material that is burned in order to
get heat and light and also to generate power.

The Process of burning is a chemical reaction. A
material combines with oxygen from the air and
gives off energy. The energy is given off in the
form of heat and light. Fuels Deepak En can also
be classified as solid, liquid and gaseous. Wood
was one of the first fuels used by man. It was
the easiest to get the cheapest.

After wood started becoming scarce it was
replaced by coal. Coal contains a high percent-
age of carbon. Carbon is the most important in-
gredient in most fuels. Fuels with a high per-
centage of carbon burn evenly and with a hot
flame. The most important liquid fuels come
from petroleum. However petroleum reserves
are becoming exhausted with the passage of
time.

Questions

1. What is the source of energy?

2. What is produced with the burning of the
fuel?

3. Why was wood replaced by coal?

4. Which factor decides the quality of fuel?

5. Give a suitable title to the passage.

6. Find the opposite words for the following
words/phrases from the passage

(a) Common

(b) Equally

We left Dehradun early in the morning and
stopped by for breakfast at Missouri. From Mis-
souri the picturesque road heads north to
Yamuna bridge, then to Barkot (where one
road branches to Gangotri). The road winds
along the Yamuna river. through luxurious
dense green vegetation to Hanumanchatti, the
end of motorable road. The remaining journey
has to be undertaken on foot or pony. Yamuno-
triis only 13 km. from Hanuman Chatti.

But it is better to proceed another 6 km.

and have the night halt at Janakibaichatti. The
journey to Yamunotri is simply breathtaking.

High snow-covered peaks all around, glaciers,
streams and waterfalls, vibrant green foliage,
and the pristine air are a sheer delight to tired
city lungs. Yamunotri, 3322 metres above sea
level, is located on the western bank of the
great peak of Banderpunch (meaning — mon-
key’s tail) which is 6315 metres high.

Questions

1. Where did the travellers stop for break-
fast?

2. Why is a part of the journey to Yamunotri
to be undertaken on foot?

3. What has made the journey to Yamunotri
breathtaking?

4. (a) Vibrant green foliage.

(Choose the appropriate meaning for the
underlined word)

(i) Vibrating

(ii) full of life and energy

(iii) shivering

(iv) trembling.

(b) Give another word for
(i) Snow-Covered
(i) Foliage.

5. Do you think a journey of this kind is dan-
gerous as well as pleasant? Why?

6. Find the suitable word meaning for the
words given below from the passage

(a) take one’s breath away

(b) clean and fresh

Answer:

1. The travellers stopped for breakfast at
Mussouri.

2. Part of the journey to Yamunotri is to be
undertaken on foot because only a part of that
road is motorable.

3. The journey to Yamunotri is breathtaking
because all around there are high snow cov-
ered peaks, glaciers, streams, waterfalls and
vibrant green foliage. The air is pristine and
therefore fresh and delightful.

4. (a) (i) full of life and energy.

(b) (i) Snow-Clad (ii) Green Leaves.

5. No, | do not think this journey is danger-
ous but it is certainly pleasant and delightful. It
is not dangerous nowadays because the pony
owners take reasonable care and the ponies
are trained to carefully carry the passengers. It
is totally delightful because of the breathtaking
scenery and the clean, pure air.

6. (a) breathtaking

(b) pristine

Once there were only a few
million people living on Earth and
it took a thousand years for that
number to double. There are now
3,800 million Earth dwellers and
the number doubles about every
thirty-five years. Men have cleared
away forests to make fields for
growing crops. They have moved
mountains to make room for roads
and cities. They have built huge
dams across rivers to turn valleys
into lakes and they have built
dykes to push back the sea and
create more dry land to live on.

Once everyone cheered at the
progress that man made in chang-
ing his environment like this, but
now many people are worried by
the problems that such changes
can bring. When the Aswan Dam
was built across the River Nile in
Egypt, it was meant to help the
farmers by giving them water
when they needed it. Unfortu-

nately, people did not realise that
much of the nourishing food for
plants in the river would be
trapped by the dam so the farm-
ers’ crops would suffer.

Also, hundreds of kilometres
away at the mouth of the River
Nile, less fresh water pours into
the Mediterranean Sea. This
means that the sea will become
more salty and fewer fish will be
able to live in it. When this hap-
pens, people who catch fish for
their living will suffer. Problems
like this are caused when men look
at only one part of nature and do
not realise that all nature is bound
up together. If one part is changed,
other parts may suffer.

Questions

1. How many years did it take
for the number of people to dou-
ble?

2. What were the changes
made in nature?

3. What did the men not real-
ise when a dam was built across
the River Nile?

4. (a) Write 2 pairs of homo-
phones.

(b) Write 2 sets of collocation.

5. What are the earth’s re-
sources used by you?

One warm afternoon, Mrs. Siva
wanted to make some cold drinks

for her family. She
asked her son, Kumar,
to go to the nearby
shop to buy a big pack-
et of ice.

On his way back
from the shop, Kumar
spotted a newly-built
playground in  his
neighborhood. He saw
many children playing
on the slides, swings
and merry-go-round.
They were having a
wonderful time. Ku-
mar told himself that
he would stay for only
a short while. He put
the plastic bag full of
ice on a bench and
joined the other chil-
dren. However, he be-
gan to enjoy himself so
much that he soon for-
got about everything
else.

When Kumar finally decided
that he was ready to go home, he
was surprised to find that the bag
of ice was no longer on the bench.
Instead, there was a bag of water.
“Someone has stolen my ice!” Ku-
mar exclaimed. “He took my ice
and left some water in the plastic
bag!”

Questions

1. What did Mrs. Siva ask Ku-
mar to buy?

2. When did Kumar see the
playground?

3. Why was Kumar at the play-
ground for a long time?

4. What happened to the bag of
ice?

5. Which word in the passage
has the same meaning as ‘noticed?
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