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Now we are

Recruiting!

Tackling the labour shortage by helping U —
more skilled refugees and other displaced ™ NOW
people build their careers in Canada HIRING

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Canada conti to be a global leader in refugee The new federal pathway will give employers more $500/Trade  Luavan mosonmmuna
resettlement and labour mobility. By welcoming skilled  opportunities to fill a wide range of in demand jobs, OR e iy
refugees and other displaced individuals to Canada, the  |ncjuding nurse aides, personal support workers, 90/10 Split 4]5—5.5-11”
governmant is helping communities and businesses o cars alles. dota : o ik Sodepmbenlly Owmnd & Opunind
address labour shortages. Continued improvements to PIg-RIIT GRS HICeS, SOTWENE BHOI eRrs, e

the immigration system will help make it more designers, mechanical and electrical engineers and

responsive to Canada's economic needs and technicians, teachers, tourism and hospitality SIVAGE sSIVAGUMARAN
humanitarian commitments. waorkers, and truck and delivery service PN, O UL, “"*mi’:"nm
During a keynote speech to business and sector leaders, drivars. The BMRF gives stplayers anothar ayenus ’0 416-553-8902
NGOs and civil society organizations in Toronto, to address their labour market needs, while offering sivagehomesi@sivage.ca

the Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, EMPP candidates an opportunity to restart their i, Wwwsivege.ca
Refugees and Citizenship, announced that Canada will  careers and their lives in safety with their families = BhOnAEs
launch a new economic here in Canada. ' RE/MAX nsee

pathway under the Economic Mobility Pathways

Pilot (EMPP) to help employers hire skilled refugees and
other displaced individuals. In addition, the EMPP will now include a more flexible

approach to eligibility by allowing other displaced
;}"e IEMP:IP::!S_:H’IIH’ ir;:'-"‘:ge‘md?nd mh"i‘r qualiﬂid people who lack a durable solution and are in need of
splaced individuals w anadian employers who

need to overcome labour shortages in key occupations. Intematonal protectionto.apply.
This allows Canada to welcome vulnerable people, while
giving Canadian employers access to an untapped talent As these individuals rebuild their lives and careers,
pool from which they can attract and retain employees  they help fill gaps in our labour force, contribute to
with the skills they need to help grow our economy.

local economies, and enrich our communities. More

The Government of Canada is expanding the EMPP by information on the new federal pathway, including

creating a new federal pathway. The new pathway, which eligibility criteria, will be available on the EMPP R.R.Ra ] I‘ umar
will complement existing EMPP pathways, will open this webpage in the coming weeks. 647- 289 5 1 64
summer.
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Nattiya Kalahshetua's

20 TH ANNIVERSARY, APRIL 8, 2023, TRONTO.

Nattiya Kalakshetra celebrated its 20 th anniversary on April 8, 2023 at Chennai, India. The event commenced and concluded on time.

the Chinese Cultural Centre, Toronto. ‘Nattiya Kalakshetra,’ (NK)isa  The Chief Guest of the event was Tmy. Suryakala Chandrika

dance school of fine arts & culture since 2003. It has successfully Jeevanantham and Thiru Logan Kanapathi, MPP for Markham-
completed 4 arangetrams and 6 annual shows. Tmy. Thenuja Thornhill was the guest of honour. | have been travelling with this
Thirumaran who is the artistic director of NK has graduated from the schioalovir-sintu thi Tamll Minor wisis-storied a ol wiliréssat iy

arangetrams and annual shows. | congratulate Tmy. Thenuja, all the
Internationally leading & renowned Bharathanatyam school, students and their parents the very best.

‘Kalakshetra Foundation,’' a Rukmani Devi College of Fine Arts, in Charles Devasagayam, M.A.
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By: Thambu Kanagasabai,
LLM [London] Former Lecturer in Law,
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. &
President, Tamil Canadian Elders for
Human Rights Organization.
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UPR is a unigue process which involves a review of human rights record of all
UN member states, ILis a process conducted under the articles of Human Rights
Council which provides the opportunity to each state to declare what actions
they have iaken to improve the human rights situation in their countries

and to fulfill their human rights obligations.

In the 52 nd sessions of UNHRC from 27 th February to 31 st March 2023
UPR'’s working group is conducting an internal review of human rights record of
six countries which include Sni Lanka. The working group of the UPR reviewed
the National Report information provided by the Sri Lanka's Foreign

Minister. The three countries reviewing the reports are Algeria, UK, Northern
Ireland and Qatar.

In its reply to UPR among other various matters, Sri Lanka dealt with issues
affecting human rights, accountability, justice and reconciliation,

This article briefly deals with the truthfulness of denials made by the Foraign
Minister in his statement to the UPR padicularly on human rights, accountability
and reconciliation issues affecting Sri Lankan communities, particularly Tamils.

Out of 230 recommendations made by UNHRC, Sri Lanka accepted to
implement 177 recommendations including 12 voluntary pledges made in
November 2017 to UNHRC. The fourth National report was submitted by Sri
Lanka to UPR in pursuant to the UNHRC Resolutions 5-1 and 16-21.

Thaugh in 2018 Sri Lanka incarporated the intemational convention dealing with
Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances, and with provisions
enabling the families of victims to seek effective remedies, oblain compensation
and information on the whereabouts of the victims but these have not been fully
implemented though more than 65,000 complaints of disappearances were
received by the Presidential Commissions. The compensations offered by the
Commissions were rejacted by the victims wha are continuing to protest calling
for precise and full information as to the whereabouts of the relatives who
disappeared while in the custody of security forces. So far not even one person
alleged to have been disappearad has been produced by the OMP nor any
information has been provided so far as to when, where and by whom they were
disappeared after they surrendered voluntarily and or involuntarily.

Though enforced disappearances have been criminalized in Sri Lanka,
prosecutions against the perpetrators of disappearances are not being actively
initiated and pursued allowing the perpetratars to enjoy the state’'s policy of
entrenched impunity.

In number 398 of the Minister's statement, Sri Lanka appears to be gloating over
its rejection of all UNHRC Resolutions 30-1, 34-1, 40-1, 46-1 and 51-1. Even
though Sri Lanka was a co-sponsor of the first Resolution passed on 30-1 of
2015, the reason given for its rejection was that it was not endorsed by the
parliament of Sri Lanka as it was in contravention of the constitution impinging
the nation's sovereignty.

If it contravenes the constitutional provisions, the question arises as to why Sr
Lanka acceptad the memberships of the UN and UNHRC with undertakings to
observe their charters, conventions and

resolutions. If sovereignty is impinged, itis high time Sr Lanka considers the
withdrawal of its’ memberships from UN and all it's subsidiaries like UNHRC and
UNESCO etc. One cannot have the cake without eating it.

In his staterments at No: 40 the Minister said that "Domestic reconciliation must
be compatible with the aspirations of its people and consonant with the domestic
legal framework”. It is not clear what is meant by the aspirations of the people.
Does it mean only the aspirations of the Sinhalese when the aspirations of the
victimized Tamils have been clearly exposed and made public for the last 40
Years or more. It is to be noted

that Sri Lanka's constitution has no Laws dealing with war crimes, crimes against
humanity and etc. As such no domestic legal framework curmently exists in Sri Lanka to
prosecule war criminals leaving the victims of war crimes to remain in a state of limbo
and desperation.

The Minister's assertion thal "Sri Lanka has continued to implement — Post Conflict
Reconciliation processes through domestic mechanism” is hollow and flies in the face
when one notes the recent erection of a Buddhist statute and construction of a
Buddhist temple in Kurunthur, Vavunia defying the Court’s order which prohibited
construction of a Buddhist termple and a statute while an atlempt by

sacurity personnel to eract a statute of Buddha at Nilavaral, Jaffna was foiled by the
timely intervention of public and local politicians.

Obviously these jllegal acts are aimed at Buddhisisation targeting to foster and feed
communal disharmaony, ill-will and hostility and not for the promaotion of reconciliation
process as boasted by the Minister.

The statement that “OMP. OR, OMNUR and the Presidential Commission of inquiry have
carried out many productive and constrictive activities” does not refiect or expose the
real sorry state of affairs as so far only the Commissioners have been appointed with
the necessary provision of finances. The said victims centre approach to be followed
has not been fulfilled in its true sense except the recording of about 15,000 complaints
of disappearances. The said Offices have not moved even an inch forward to initiate
follow-ups of the complaints and it appears they are just functioning as recording
Offices aiming to shield the perpetrators of disappearances aliegedly committed by the
security personnel with impunity.

So far not even one person reported to have been disappeared has been produced
alive not to mention even the production of any information as to the whareabouts or
fate of a disappeared person. |t appears that the OMP is more keen and enthusiastic to
dish out certificates of absences and or death certificates without any detailed
information as to when, how, where and by whom the disappearances and or deaths
were caused.

The government's intended move to eslablish a credible Truth and Reconciliation
Commission within the provisions of the constitution does neither appear to be feasible
nor credible as constitutional provisions do not currently exist and do not allow any
invastigations into war crimes, crimes against humanity, etc.

Ranil's All Party Conference on 13 December 2022 is just another eyewash to paint a
picture of camouflaged commitment and sincerity to solve the &5 years old entrenched
simmering ethnic problem. In this respect appaintment of a four-member cabinat sub-
committae is just another ploy as reports and recommendations mada if any will finally
rest in peace in the shelves of the government’s archives as in the past.

The appointment of a sub-committee consisting of PM, Ministers of Justice, Foreign
Affairs and Fisheries "to promote reconciliation among different communities” and to
resolve matlers relating to affected persons is nothing new as several past state
commissions appointed to deal with these always “kept alive” matters completed their
missions without any canstructive outputs. Also the land issues which are the products
of militarization in the North would remain unsolved as long as the military continues
its residence in the Morth. Itis to be noted that more than 2,500 acres of private lands
are still retained by the military.

“Measures said to be taken to promate religious harmeny and prevent hate speech”
are in shambles as the recent incidents and speeches involving Buddhist monks belie
these assertions, The army's open activities in the North invalving cultivation of crops,
agriculture, marketing and conducting sales in the North can enly happen in Sri Lanka
as army is supposed to remain vigilant and alert to preserve state's security and
protect its borders but not playing the dual role of business andmarketing for profits. In
conclusion, it has to be stated that the UNHRC Resolutions which mainly focus and
deal with issues of accountability, justice and reconciliation are all anathema to Sri
Larka since 1956 and it is not surprising that Sri Lanka rejects them in toto.

Thambu Kanagasabai
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What new home |
buyers need to *,

know ahout
deposits

(MC) If you're a pre-construction home buyer, you may
have spent many years saving up your deposit, and you
may feel nervaus as you hand it over to your builder.

The fact that your new home warranty includes deposit
protection is good to know. If you're nol sure exactly
how this depaosit protection works, here are answers to
the most basic new- home-buyer quastions.

How much of my deposit is covered? If you're buying
a freehold home (that is, where you own the home and
property cutright), deposit coverage is based on the
salling price. For a home that costs $600,000 or less,
your deposit is covered for up to $80,000. And if the
home you're buying costs more than $600,000, you're
protected for 10 per cent of the purchase price, up to a
maximum of $100,000.

If you're buying a condo unit, there are two levels of
deposit protection. First, your deposit is protected by the
trust provisions of the Condominium Act. Under the act,
your builder must hold your deposit money in a trust
account. As a second level of protection, if for some
reason your deposit was not placed in trust, the new
home warranty provides protection for up to 520,000.

What about the money | pay for extras? While some
payments you make to your builder are protected,
others are not. Deposit protection now covers paymenls
you make for upgrades and extras - like hardwood
flocringor granite counters,

But the new home warranty does not pratect any
payments that reserve or hold a home before the
purchase agreement is signed, nor does it cover
deposits provided to builders forlot grading.

What if my builder goes bankrupt or the project gets
cancelled? Your builder is required to retum your
depasit to you if they go oul of business ar cancel your
project. You're also entitled to a refund of your deposit if
you exercise a legal right to terminate your purchase
agreement.

If you're unable to get a refund from your builder, you
can make 3 claim to Tarion, the consumer protection
organization that administers the new home warranty.
Find more information about buying a new home at
tarion.com.
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Santhiyaragam will be having its

on September 16, 2023. These photos were taken at their 1st Audition
held on April 8, 2023 in Markham. Congratulations
to Indrani Nagendram, from Villa Karuna, for her tireless work in
serving the Tamil Seniors in Toronto.

'y gl R

Mental Health Peer Leaders Project,
April 12, 2023, Markham.

Markham Tamil Organization launched the Mental Health Peer Leaders Project which is funded by the Federal Grant, New Horizons funding for
Seniors 2023. The purpose of this project is to train 30 seniors as Peer Leaders on mental Health. These peer leaders will become a resource to our
seniors who experience mental health issues and are unable to access help. This praject was kicked off with two focus groups with seniors and
community members, A highly trained and a very experienced Tamil Psycho therapist Sathanayaki Vivekananthan facilitated the focus groups. 30
seniors from the community have been chosen as Peer leaders, who will be trained by the Psycho therapist in the next few months. These Peer
Leaders will become a valuable resource in the community for all seniors when in need. Project coordinator : Delishia Remisiar Program Asst: Mary
Gnanapragasam. For more information pls call MTO Board member Sumi Prabaharan 847 985 7454,

HMHAN TAMIL
BEANIZATION

e 3
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OnGam
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NAVA ® WILSON..

WE OFFER SERVICES IN:

Real Estate Corporate Law Litigation
=
Q 10 Milner Business Court, Suite 210 Toronto, ON M1B 3C6

C 416.321.1M00 @ infoanavawilson. law
B 418 321107 ¥ www.navawilson. law
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Tamil & Sinhala New Year 13 & 14

Many countries in the world celebrate the new year in 1st of January. Yet Tamil New Year Sweets nl n I l

there are several calendars around the world that celebrates different days : . ;
to welcome New Year. In Sri Lanka, new year celebrations start on 13th of You cannot speak about Sinhala and Tamil new year without having to talk

April and end in 14th of the month. Sinhala and Tamil New Year. The about food. Which is why tasting new year sweets is a must thing to do
biggest celebration in Sri Lanka that features a load of rituals and customs uring your April holiday in Sri Lanka. Below are some of the sweets you
is one of the must things to experience in your holiday on the island. Based sr)uuld iy d!_mng e new yaar seasii. Knnda Kewum- ME‘?e with C‘DC'.mUt
on the sun’s movement fram the Meena Rashiya (House of Pieces) tothe  trickle and rice Konda Keum is a deep fried fluffy cake. Kokis A deep-fried,
Mesha Rashiya (House of Aries) Sri Lankan welcomes the new year in crispy sweet made from rice flour and coconut milk Asmi A crunchy

April with a lot of firecrackers, fireworks and gourmet of traditional traditional sweet topped with a traditional caramel syrup Mon kewum -A
sweets. . diamond-shaped sweet that comes with a crunchy crust with a sweet paste

of sweetened green grams inside.

Also known as the sun festival, the Sinhala and Tamil new year is a ritual . . ) . o
performed to honour the God of Sun for hundreds and hundreds of years Avurudu M“S'C and games S;phala anc_j Tam." Nely year s a season it s_a_ll
now. Comes with such a long history the festival is the best season to about faml!y‘-focused ce!ebra!uons. During this season people work in ':ﬂ.'es
experience Sri Lanka's core traditions and rituals and to enjoy fun activities "€tUn to their hometown or village and celebrates the new year with their
and traditional games at the same time that you cannot experience extended family. Fun games and activities also play an important part in
anywhere else. new year celebrations.

Sinhala and Tamil New Year Rituals The unique rituals and the traditions - '2ying the Rabana Rabana is a large drum people sit around and play
are what make Sinhala and Tamil new year special and memorable. dunnglhapply Mo Th|s i5/minly played by sidedy. fanmsias and
Neutral period (Nonagathe) The new year rituals start in 13th with a ritual  Sometimes involves dancing as well.
called neutral period or Nonagathe. During this time people keep off from i : ; :
all the work and do nething but engage in religious activities to get the Traditional board games Olinda Keliya and Pancha Demima are two board
blessing of their religian ta prepare for the new year games mostly Sri Lankan ladies play during this season which involves two
5 or more players. All the items used in such games are natural. For an
example, boards of the games are made of wood and use plant seeds and
seashells to play.

New year festival games During this season, the whole village gets
together and organize events that include many traditional games to
celebrate the season and children and elders alike enjoy participating in
such events. Some of the new year games played in new year events are
Placing the eye on the elephant- (Aliyata asa thabeema) Eating buns
(Banis kema) Pillow-fight — (Kotta Pora) Tug-o-War-{Kamba Adeema)
Breaking the pots — (Kanamutti bindeema) Climbing the greasy pole —
(Lissana gaha nageema)

Tamil New Year Rituals

Lighting the hearth

Once the dawn of the new year comes the first ritual of Sri Lankans is the
lighting the hearth of the house to prepare milk rice a must have a
traditional dish on the new year feast that symbolises prosperity.

First meal at the New Year table

Food plays a major role in new year celebrations in Sri Lanka. A huge table
with Kiribath, bananas, sweets like kavum, kokis, thalaguli, aggala, aasmi,
aluwa and many other traditional sweets become the centrepiece of any
house. Every family in Sri Lanka enjoys the feast at an auspicious time
after lighting an oil lamp. Starting work and exchanging money (Weda
alleemna saha ganu denu kireema) Once the family finishes the new year
meal people do some work to symbolise starting to work in the new year.
This ritual is called weda ellima. Next people perform transactions among
family members and other respected parties and even with the well to
thank for the clear water it had provided you during the last year. Ancinting
oll (Hisa thel gaama) Here a series of oils are ancinted on peoples’ heads
young and old to bless with health and healing.

All these rituals are performed during an auspicious time. Meaning the
entire country cooks, eats and engages in work at the sometime. The
Tamils also celebrate the New Year that commonly known as 'Puththandu’.
Their new year also has traditions and rituals practised over the years
which are slightly different to those of the Sinhalese.
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erangy L/ galwib: March 24, 2023.
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My Page: smeaw, snggi : April 10, 2023.
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anflsemat ue aferhadd 2 mas UESETnESNTED.

Classic stories of Love, faith, courage, resilience, told with
cutting-edge backdrops, a live orchestra & gorgeous costumes,
will Shen Yun take you on a journey to rediscover beauty, wisdom
and hope. “the 8 th wonder of the world! Go see it to believe

it," wrote Joe Heard, former white house photographer.

Sig) BIas daisPure Papans o Gto Gpssngib, Sy s Hma B
ewnewns @nibs CLndlgub, peops SUEss el Siglsonagns @b e
SIThED FannhEs s UL § Qm_mﬂmmm anmildi_an, WFFnET b
anegnesel_nalld (9 days) siepsons adan FlepysEmh SmsD foobs
PEpsamEGa Cuenl gRniUL Lar. Sl Shial o dmaisd, ninh S
Blspaseanat Goanl @hmd GalLaTsS sUL M e wen Cugib Sfs fepalea
Enan CaUmBD. ahany CerEgsm HTlbs G5 CHT6GEE m%iﬂlfﬁ@ Al
augmdpniisd, 40 6L sal’l b1& SyED Cung ey Gor Smadl

Gaun LESmTES aausme UTissl Gafibs Asrmaand. om Sl fECsgun
Penpldeni! BLbs Pepa adusamd dnfés musslang.

Qs el 480 smaEIEn BEGAGDNEN aEUS . Shon we aL
SioflasT, geomiun, wigh Shfuralsh e dar 200 & Golu'L FEIRSETD S
BlEpaEma BlEpss uammw f sandembans pudu LRSS aimalpnse
awells o ans Ul uaim_u seréamb (pubs UE uEusIsaD Sog
Al CEIESO0Y Sandsm iy SEL G Hghkall ETHE5E ahusTHah

S [T 6T, SIDIDESEhHD DEGHMCME e BEDSDE FEHHMmS Hnasig
dln @adsanmb unidg wdlpd (pawns Gswl ufaun s aduCs sig el Uiy
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Gaanaamrutham 30th Anniversary,
March 18, 2023, Toronto.

Gaanaamrutham Fine Arts Academy celebrated its 30 th anniversary with an annual show on March 18, 2023 at Fairview Library Theatre.
The academy was founded by Smt. Jeyarani Sivapalan, the daughter of Sangeetham Booshanam T.Rajalingam, and is now being co-directed by
her daughter Aathirai Sivapalan- Roshan. The Academy strives to propagate and preserve Carnatic music tradition by
specializing in vocal and violin. There were over 200 students participated at the Annual concert.

Congratulations to all the students, their parents and the Gurus for a job well done. Charles Devasagayam, M.A.
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Sri Lanka and India will start a passenger ferry F s I B m

service next month between Kankesanthurai port errv er"Ice e een

in Jaffna district and Pondicherry, according to

media reports. Ports, Shipping, and Civil Aviation ln F F “ A
arrangements were made to start the ferry

service in mid-April 2023 Colombo Page &
reported. The minister said the Indian

government had extended consent for the T

Sewice‘ . Farge ey n M I l “ A n "
Indian citizens are engaged in business activities

in the Jaffna Peninsula. With such engagement,

portion of foreign revenue. It will alse be of Sri Lanka and Indt? will .Stuﬂ a
immense convenience for Buddhist pilgrims to passenger fe rry service this month
India,” the minister said. The minister said that between Kankesanthurai port in
passenger transport services will also be started Jaffna district and Pond icherry.

Sri Lanka. He pointed out that till now no firm

conclusion has been reached about starting the

ferry service between Thalaimannar and

India.De Silva added that this step of beginning

of the people of both countries. According to the

minister, during the discussion with ferry owners, : = -
they emphasised that the existing facilities at the S

ports should be upgraded further to continue : = npnll 2“23

Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva said

the new service is expected to generate a large
from south India to Trincomalee and Colombo in
the ferry service had been taken on the demand
providing passenger service,

i

& ®
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Furniture

Making you feel at home! Christine Samuel
: Sales Manager

ARROWFURNITURE.COM Tel: 647 295 7710

ELEVATE YOUR—

HOME

EVENT!

311998, ~

-
| CONTEMPORARY BEDROOM 3
This bedroem set festures @ walloed that includes 2
migght tables end lighted beck penels. The combineticn 1
of 1he weshed grey finish and the panted metzl finish E

wanding sreate a sleek. modern design,

* Envtire collaction aunilabla

TAKE UP TO
24 MONTHS TO PAY!

*0.A.C. See store for details.

VISIT US IN-STORE | 258 QUEEN ST. E. BRAMPTON

Please contact Christine Samuel at 647.295.7710 or christine.samuell7@gmail.com
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