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Read the following passage and Answer: the question that follows.

There are five different kinds of tigers alive in the

X
Lt

S

S L

world today. They are the Siberian tiger, South Chinese plete the following table.

tiger, Indo Endangered Chinese tiger, Bengal tiger and 1. Life style -

Sumatran Animal Facts tiger. Unlike lions, tigers prefer  with cubs.

to live alone, except for mothers who live with cubs. 2. Appetite - a.
They are the biggest cats in the world. The best known 3. Weight and Length - b.
tigers are found in India and are called ‘The Royal Ben- 4. Speed of running - c.

gal Tigers!

Wild tigers eat as much as 40 pounds of meat at one

A. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, com-

Live alone, except mothers who live

5. Hunting Habits
d. (i) sneak upto prey and attack

B New Friend

Calliope is my new friend. She is 6 and
just moved to our town from Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. | have never been to South
Dakota. | grew up in Rhode Island. Calliope
said that she lived on a farm and had cows

Gl
.11'3"‘;-"".:-' i'*v
L

L] ¥ Jr
. ' @ (4
PO
and pigs. | only have a dog. I'd love to have
a pig! Calliope has 4 brothers, but | am an
only child. She also likes country music, but
| prefer to listen to Top 40. We are pretty
different
After knowing Calliope for a few weeks,
though, | realized that we are a lot alike,
too. We both like to read. | have seventeen
Barbie dolls, and Calliope has 15! We like to

time. After that they do not eat for several days. A full
grown tiger weighs about 230 kgs. and may be 10ft.
long including its 3ft. long tail. They can run only short
distances. They can run upto a speed of 35 miles per
hour. Cheetahs run much faster because their bodies
are slim and weightless. But a tiger’s body is heavy so

(ii)
6. Tigers found in India called (e)
B. Taking information from the passage, complete the fol-
lowing statements as briefly as possible.
1. Two differences between the Tigers and Cheetahs
are :

share Barbie clothes. | have a collection of
shells | found at the beaches here in Rhode
Island and Calliope has a bunch of rocks she
collected in the hills of South Dakota. Some
even have fossils in them! | think Calliope
Answer these questions about the text.

they cannot run so fast.

Tigers hunt at night. They do not run after their prey (ii)
but sneak up to their prey and then attack it. They are

excellent swimmers.

Tigers are declared to be an endangered species.
This is a result of poaching and a loss of habitat of ti-

gers.

(i) Cheetahs run faster than tigers.

ed in the tigers becoming

2. Poaching of tigers and a loss of their habitat have result-

1. Who are the main characters?

2. Where had Calliope lived?

3. How were the two friends different?

3. ‘The Royal Bengal Tiger’ found in India is known to be

4. How were the two friends alike?

NO

._ -\:_ \
Rabindranath

TAGORE

"konwledge

isn't

Rabindranath Tagore

Rabindranath Tagore, the Bengali poet, is one of
the greatest writers of India. He was born in a rich,
Bengali family in Calcutta. His father’s name was De-
vendranath Tagore.

Tagore was interested in writing stories and po-
ems since his childhood. As an adult he wrote many
novels, plays, poems and short stories. He received
the Nobel Prize for his book Gitanjali, which is a col-
lection of poems.

Rabindranath Tagore founded a school called
‘Shanti. Niketan’ and a university called “Vishwabhar-
athi”. He has GITANJALI created our national anthem.
His song ‘Golden Bengalis the national anthem of
Bangladesh.

A. On the basis of your understanding of the above
passage, complete the table given below that gives us
information about Rabindranath Tagore. Write your

ree. You ave

answers in the spaces provided.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE

1. Father’s Name a.
2. Family Details b.
3. Prize awarded C.

4. Founder of d.
e. Created the national anthem of e.

B. Complete the following statements by filling in the
blanks with one word only.
1. Tagore was born in

2. Tagore’s book, which is a collection of poems, is
called

3. He liked to write poems and stories since his

to pay attention
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How Ukraine has become the

crucible of the new world order

g R R R SRR
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been described by
politicians and commentators as a watershed moment in
modern history, a turning point comparable in impor-
tance to the 9/11 attacks in the US in 2001, the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989, and even the assassination of John F
Kennedy in 1963.

Whether this portentous view of the war turns out to
be justified, only time — and future historians — will tell.
But there’s no doubt that in the violent, tumultuous days
after 24 February, the established international order
has been shaken and, in some respects, upended in ex-
traordinary, unexpected and often unwelcome ways.

Ukraine — a country at the crossroads of Europe and
Asia that is little known and often ignored — has become
overnight the crucible of a new world order, a catalyst
and trigger for radical upheaval. It has produced a new
geopolitical alphabet, spelling out a much-altered fu-
ture.

A - Atomic weapons Vladimir Putin’s ill-disguised
threat to go nuclear should the west intervene to halt
the invasion has come scarily close to breaking a post-
1945 taboo. It has undoubtedly inhibited the US and Brit-
ish response, with fears expressed about a “third world
war”. A dangerous precedent has been set.

B - Joe Biden

The conflict in Ukraine may be the undoing of US
president Joe Biden. Photograph: Yuri Gripas/EPA

Joe Biden’s tenure as US president may be fatally un-
dermined by the war. He is praised for avoiding direct
military confrontation with Russia. But as in Afghanistan
last year, he has failed to prevent a humanitarian disaster
— or stop Putin. Anger over resulting domestic energy
price rises and retail inflation could be his undoing.

C - China stands to be the big strategic winner if, as
seems likely, Ukraine becomes a protracted trial of
strength between Russia and the west. Its president, Xi
Jinping, appears to have given Putin a green light when
they met just before the invasion. Now he’s backing
peace efforts. China’s economy has been hurt by rising
commodity costs. But it’s a small price to pay for in-
creased global dominance.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) and Chinese
President Xi Jinping

Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping. Photograph: Alexei
Druzhinin/ Sputnik/ AFP/Getty

D - Disinformation used as a weapon of war, particu-
larly in the form of “false flag” operations, invented so-
cial media “facts”, and internet bots, has come of age in
the Ukraine conflict. When coupled with cyber warfare,
propaganda, media manipulation and rigid censorship,
as in Russia, it’s a potent means of sowing doubt, divi-
sion and defeatism.

E - Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey’s unpopular author-
itarian president and serial invader of Syria and lIraq, is
one of several unlikely would-be peacemakers. Erdogan
has bought missiles from Russia, sold drones to Ukraine,
and his country belongs to Nato. Perhaps that’s why no
one trusts him. High-level talks last week in Turkey were
a Russian time-wasting exercise. But by hosting them,
Erdogan hopes for a boost before difficult elections next
year.

F - France’s Emmanuel Macron appears to have add-
ed critical impetus to his presidential re-election bid next
month through his dogged efforts to keep Putin engaged
in some sort of dialogue. In contrast, far-right hopefuls
Marine Le Pen and Eric Zemmour have been forced to
defend their Russian ties.

French President Emmanuel Macron and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz

French president Emmanuel Macron, left, and Ger-
man chancellor Olaf Scholz before the European council
meeting in Versailles, 10 March 2022. Photograph: Xin-
hua/Rex/Shutterstock

G - Germany’s chancellor, Olaf Scholz shocked friends
and enemies alike shortly after the invasion by suspend-
ing the highly prized Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline from
Russia and creating an £85bn fund to boost the country’s
armed forces. For the first time since the Nazi era, Ger-
many has begun to re-arm — and Europe cheered. Ex-
traordinary.

H - Stalks of wheat
Wheat exports from Ukraine and Russia could be cut

off. Photograph: Philippe Huguen/AFP/Getty

Hunger, and consequent political unrest, affecting
poorer countries in the Middle East, Africa and Asia is a
growing fear as Ukraine’s and Russia’s wheat, grain and
vegetable oil exports are cut off. In Tunisia, symbolic
birthplace of the Arab spring revolts, bread prices re-
cently hit an unsustainable 14-year high.

| - Israel has disappointed its friends with its invasion
fence-sitting, ostensibly justified by a need to keep on
terms with Russia in Syria. But its rightwing government
will be happy if the war scuppers the west’s proposed
revived nuclear deal with Iran, to which the ever devious
Putin has suddenly raised fresh objections.

J - Boris Johnson, Britain’s prime minister, was on the
ropes and almost out for the count in the days before the
invasion, vilified for illegal Downing Street partying in
breach of Covid lockdown rules. But the war, allowing
him to play international statesman, has provided a new
lease of political life — for now.

Boris Johnson and Defence Secretary Ben Wallace
visit the Cammel Laird shipyard on March 10, 2022 in Liv-
erpool

Boris Johnson and defence secretary Ben Wallace vis-
it the Cammel Laird shipyard in Liverpool on 10 March.
Photograph: WPA/Getty

K - Kaliningrad, the Russian enclave squeezed be-
tween Poland and Lithuania, and the three (former Sovi-
et) Baltic republics are emerging as possible next flash-
points. Fabricated fears about the safety of ethnic
Russians in Estonia, for example, have been used in the
past to justify Putin’s threats, just like in Ukraine. Now
they are being whipped up again.

L - International law has taken a battering from which
it may not recover. By its actions, Russia has torn up the
UN charter. Yet the UN security council is powerless to
act in the face of Moscow’s permanent veto power —
which it used to block a resolution condemning the inva-
sion. Russia also boycotted a hearing on Ukraine at the
UN’s highest court, the international court of justice in
The Hague. UN reform must come soon.

M - Emmanuel Macron’s oft-mocked vision of a sov-
ereign Europe that enjoys “strategic autonomy” and its

own military and security capabilities independent of
the US has been boosted by the war. Rattled EU leaders
meeting at last week’s Versailles summit agreed Europe
urgently needed to be better able to defend itself.

N - Nato has emerged united and stronger, so far, and
there is talk of Finland and Sweden joining (though not
Ukraine). But the 30-country, US-led alliance is facing crit-
icism for not doing more to help Kyiv. And the war has
revived debate over whether Nato’s eastward enlarge-
ment after the Soviet collapse was a blunder that con-
tributed to the current crisis.

A worker walking past a pump jack on an oil field

The reliance on Russian oil is a weakness for the
west, particularly Europe. Photograph: Sergei Karpukh-
in/Reuters

O - Oil and gas are fatal chinks in western armour
when confronting Russia. The US and Britain decided last
week to ban all oil imports by year’s end. The heavily de-
pendent EU needs more time. But rocketing prices, hit-
ting businesses and consumers, have dramatised how
hugely powerful a weapon energy is for Putin. A race to
find badly needed “green” and nuclear alternatives has
begun.

P - Playing and watching international sport has got a
lot harder — if you are Russian. The country’s athletes,
footballers, and racing drivers are among sportspeople
banned from European and world competitions. Boy-
cotts have a cultural aspect, too, involving ballet, thea-
tre, orchestras and even cat lovers. Such unprecedented
“virtue signalling” may backfire, by convincing ordinary
Russians that they, not just their government, are being
targeted.

Anna Tikhomirova (Micelle de Poitiers) and Artem
Ovcharenko (Antoine Mistral) in The Flames Of Paris by
The Bolshoi Ballet

The Bolshoi Ballet performs The Flames Of Paris at
the Royal Opera House in London. Photograph: Tristram
Kenton/The Guardian

Q - The quest for truth — the fundamental purpose of
free, independent media — has been further set back by

the war. Russia has long persecuted western correspond-
ents. Now it is threatening them with prison if they re-
port openly on the invasion. Facebook and Twitter have
been blocked. The EU, in turn, has banned Russian state-
backed RT and Sputnik, deeming them mere propaganda
outlets. The concept of the freedom of the press is under
siege.

R - refugees Flee To Slovakia Amid Russia’s Attack On
Ukraine

Children fleeing Ukraine are given blankets by Slova-
kian rescue workers, 9 March 2022. Photograph: Christo-
pher Furlong/Getty

Record refugee outflows, and an accompanying hu-
manitarian crisis, may overwhelm the ability of EU gov-
ernments and relief agencies to cope. More than 2 mil-
lion Ukrainians have fled so far, from a population of 44
million. Europe opened its borders amid an epic out-
pouring of public support. But the EU’s longstanding lack
of an agreed, collective refugee policy, and Britain’s
shamefully mean-spirited response, suggest trouble
ahead as the numbers grow.

S - Sanctions on Russia are the most sweeping and
punitive ever imposed. Banks, including Russia’s central
bank, businesses and oligarchs have been hit hard. The
rouble has plunged. Numerous western brands and com-
panies such as Shell have pulled out. So far Putin has
shrugged it off, but this looks like a bluff. If Russia de-
faults, or retaliates by cutting gas supplies to Europe, the
result may be an all-round economic meltdown, big job
losses, and a drastic fall in living standards in the UK and
elsewhere.

T - Taiwan has been watching events in Ukraine with
deep unease. The US refusal to come to Kyiv’s aid with
direct military support is especially chilling, given the in-
vasion threat the island faces from Beijing. As with
Ukraine, Washington has no legal or treaty obligation to
fight for Taiwan. Its position is deliberately ambiguous —
and inherently unreliable. China is watching, too.

U - The United Arab Emirates is among several west-
ern allies in the Middle East and Asia that have failed to
show hoped-for solidarity. The UAE has not condemned
the invasion, nor has it adopted sanctions against Russia,
with which it has close financial ties. Mealy mouthed
Narendra Modi’s India, the “world’s largest democracy”,
is another big disappointment, as is Egypt. These derelic-
tions will not be forgotten, and may affect future ties.

V - Venezuela’s hard-left government has been in
America’s bad books for years. But when US officials vis-
ited recently to discuss resumed oil supplies in return for
an easing of sanctions, they found a receptive audience.
In contrast, when Joe Biden phoned the Saudi crown
prince, Mohammed bin Salman (a keen Putin fan), re-
questing increased oil production to compensate for
banned Russian exports, he refused to take the presi-
dent’s call. US-Saudi relations have been in the toilet
since Jamal Khashoggi’s 2018 murder. This incident will
make matters worse.

An injured pregnant woman is stretchered out of a
maternity hospital

An injured pregnant woman is stretchered out of a
maternity hospital shelled by Russian forces in Mariupol,
Ukraine, 9 March 2022. Photograph: Evgeniy Maloletka/
AP

W - War crimes investigators face a big test as evi-
dence mounts of multiple atrocities by Russian forces —
exemplified by last week’s Mariupol maternity hospital
bombing. “Universal jurisdiction” prosecutions are con-
templated in national courts. And the international crim-
inal court has begun investigations. But like the US and
China, Russia does not recognise the ICC’s authority. This
situation must change if war crimes are to be justly pun-
ished, now and in the future.

X - Xinjiang, home to China’s persecuted Uyghur
Muslim minority, is one of many global troublespots
whose urgent problems have been eclipsed by Ukraine.
Millions of Afghans enduring a winter of hunger and fear
under Taliban rule suddenly seem forgotten. The plight
of civilians caught up in Ethiopia’s civil war is another
glaring blindspot.

Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy

Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy has in-
spired courage and resilience in his people. Photograph:
Laurent Van Der Stockt/Getty

Y - Younger generations the world over have reason
to wonder what’s going on. First they inherited the cli-
mate crisis, then came the pandemic, and then the re-
sultant bans on study and travel. Now they face some-
thing older generations said would never happen again:
a full-scale war in Europe.

Z - “7” is a fascist-style pro-war motif displayed by
Russian invasion forces and rightwing Putin supporters.
But the “Z” that will be remembered with admiration
around the world belongs to the name of Volodymyr
Zelenskiy Ukraine’s comedian president turned inspira-
tional war leader, who embodies the fight for freedom.
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