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? A time by any former colonial country.
% g Similar na_tional swings manifcsted themsel-
g delonal NOfCS g ves in India only in the late seventies.

g g 1977 July elections witnesced a landslide

Ourselves

After a regretable lapse of almost ten
years, ““Young Socialist’’ appears once
egain before the English reacing public.
In view of the rapidly soaring cost of printing
tcday it may not scem to be an especizlly
propitious moment to publish this journal.
However on account of the compl:x and
confuszd political conditions prevailing in
the country and the paucity of left - wing
magazines in English with commentaries
on thelocal political scene, we consider it
a duty to revive this journal despite the
difficulties of publication.

We do not intend making any comments
on this entirc past decade. Indeed . this
would be a near impossible task, However
mention must be made about certain high-
lightscf the recent past and the present.

The 1977 General Election

Ever since 1956, the masces of Sri Lanka
have demonstrated a ro!tical maturity
and a skil in manipulating the b.llct,
which is perhaps unrivil'ed even in
Britain, the birth place of parliamentary
democracy. Governments have succeeced
governments as a result of sharp national
elec.ora]l swings. Uncoubtcdly this is the
direct consequence of the universz1 franchise
of 1931, achieved perhaps for the . first

victory for the UNP, reducing the SLFP
represention in pailiament to negligible
proportions and the leftwing parties to
nought. Some brief observations should be
made about this decisive verdict of the
people. A major factor, in our opinion,
was the prominent rightward shift of the
SLFP, beginning earlyin 1974 and culminat-
ing in the expulsion of the LSSP from the
the United Front government in September
1975. After Mrs Bandaranaike’s visit - to
west Germany, an ill-conceiled shift towards
subservience to imperialism began to manifest
itself. There was tzlk of setting up a Free
Trade Zone with proposals to .give the
green light to foreign  multinationals
to invest in the island. An aggressive
attitude was developing towards the Left
partners of the United Front, as shown by
the banning of the procession organized by
the Ceylon Federztionof Labour in connect-
ion with its Annu:! Conference in November
1974, foilowed by the hasty dcclaraticnof a
curfew. Undoubtedly these policy shifts
demorclized the masses who had until
then backed the government in view of
its anti-capitzlist measures, spcar-hezded by
the LSSP in particular. The drastic taxation
measuresagainst capitalist ¢ lements, proposed’
by the late N. M. Perera in his budget of
1974, were completcly revised by Felix
Dias ‘§h0 succeeded him as Finance Minister
in 1975,

It must be admitted that there were acts
of .omission and instances of misjudgement



on the part of the Laft as well. There was
too mush reliance on pucely parliamentary
m:asues and too little rapport with the
misses. Spyontanzous maiss actions were
frowazd upon throush the desire - perhaps
as a tasticil nazsisity - to preserve and
protect the coalition alliance. Reform of
thz esonomy, however sound in straight
monstary terms, wis pussued vigorously,
ofien uiminiful of ths difriculties of tie
misses. In a  poriod of genuine mass
13surge when radical changes seem viable
n liazvitabls, miss piysiology itself under-
gres furdam:ntal changes. H therto passive

layers demonstrate a remarkible capacity
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for struggle and self-scctifice. In sueh
situations c:lls uzon the people to *‘tighten
their belts” fail upon willing ears. Such
was not the situztion unfortun:it.ly after
1971 - particularly after the destructive and
abortive JVPinsurrection which was inevitably
followed by a period cf Emergency and a
strengthening of the repressive arms of the
State. Tne masses crept buck into passivity
and a sullen silznce af.er the jubilant vic'ory
of may 1970. In the circumstances, austerity
measures only demoralized the masses and
to a degree roused their resentment. Of
course, the government itself was caught
up in the crsis of the capitzlist world
economy, rapidly rising inflation and the
consequences of the oil price hike, a justifiable
move by the Arab world against imperialist
exploitation cf Middle East rescurces.

Of course, under the pressure of the
L:ft Parties, certain highly significant and
positive anti-capitzlict me:sures had b.en
achieved, notably the introduction of a new
Rzpublican Constitution in 1972 which
coastitweed a final poltical break with
W.iitehall and poovided grezter powers
for the pzopls’s represen atives and a
fram:work for more sp:cedy social and
pc_onqmic changes. The Land Reforms
and the nation:lisation of comrany estates
was a radical step in as much as the tea
plantations hzd hitherto constitu'ed the
principaleconomic biseof British imperia-
lism in this country.

In the final anzlysis, however, these
achievements could not compensate for the
scarcities in the people’s necessities and
the frequent spells of austerity they were
compelled  to undergo. The cfiicious
attitudes of certain SLFP M'nisters and
ViPs only alienated the masses further.
All they desired now was a change - any
caange from the prevailing climate of
austerity and scarcities, nepctitm and
corruption. Memories in Sri Lanka are
short, The tu:n-over c<f young vcters,
without mature experience of preceding
reginies is p.rticulaily rapid. Only the
UNPB, in the p:ople’s minds, had the
strength and .the capacity to replace the
SLFP. The Uaited Left Fiont of the
LSSP and the CP was tardily fcrmed and
¢otld not make the necesscry impact in
time. This, coupled with the skilful electione-



¢ring tactices of ths UNP, made certain
‘ths lindslide victory for the latter. Those
w0 re miinzd hostils to the UNP, continusd
to bick th: SLFP wiich th3y rezirdad as
*.the oaz possible bulwark against th: UNP.
It wis not strangs, therefore, that the L-.ft
fourd itself totally isolated in th: elections
of 1977.

First Steps to Dictatorship

Armzxd with an easy two-thirds majority
ia puliamsnt, the UNP Governmant with
J. R. Jiyawardena at its head, lost no time
insud.lz moves to subvert the tradit'onal
pocasses in the couatry and clip ths powers
of th: viry misses that brouzat it into
power. 1. R, his ualoubiedly proved
himsell to b: tha most astute bourgeois
p-liticlan wiho ever hswded this couatry.
Busile him the late Dulley S:znaniyake

anpaars  almost  maive  and ch'l llike.
With supab demagogy the  curtailad
iaerests of the local big bourgeoisie

were quickly restored. Constitutional and
ot.ier means were used to cow opponents
and insvre the new regima against any
fatu-e possiblity of missel:ctoral opposition.
A reign of terror was uilaashsd by goonda
clom:nis against  the supporters of
the previous government in town and
coutry alike in the wake of the election.
Ozt 30 Commissions were instituted to
“invetigate” the corruption and “‘crimes’
of ¢fiici2ls, M. P’s and Ministers of the
SLF? regime.

Thz Republican Constitution of 1972,
wicy held out an ever-present threat to
vaied interests was renliced by a new
Const'tution. The Republic of Sri Lanka
b:zime the “Democ atic Syzialist Republic
of Sqi Linka”. J. R. w.ll uiders‘ood the
valiz of words and tazir imaict on a p:ople
mdyid with certain valuss tradition- lly
an' th-oush decades of stru3gle by the
L . “*3ozialism™, “D:mocracy” and “Diar
mishta” were used asterm; in liscriminately
to disguise the authoriarianism of the new
rezimzand its utter subserviencz to Western
imperialism.

The nsw ezonomic policy of relying upon
aid from foreign im>zrialist agencies and
teproduciag a miniature Singapore in this

island by opcning the door to foreign
private iavzsiors and hopefully the big
mul i-nctionzls requiced #n atmosrhere of
“stablity”, to use capitelist jergon. This
meant curbs on th: fiee expresiion of the
popular w.ll and, in particuler, the cceimr tion
of the vigorous trace union moviment that
hzd grown up in the country. Such steps
were necessary in order to re-zssure foreign
capitalist interests that this was a country
waich gave promise of freeand untre mmellcd
exploitation of a plent'ful rescrveir of
docile and cheap lab.u-. The new constitut-
ion clipped the traciticral pewers of
Parliament and tran ferred authcrits rian
powers to an exccutive Presicent. The
scheme of proportionzl represcnt: ticn
sought to cnsure that electorzl swings of
the sort manifested in recer: ycars would
not bz repeated, In the exicting bcourgeois
framswork the UNP, it was hoped, would
have an edge overall other political partics,
at worst, an electorzl zlliznce between
proponents of the status quo was cxpccted
to provide an effcctive constiaint pgzinst
any possiblity of the L=ft gaining govern-
mental power through electorz] mezns.

In the possible event of a UNP defcat in
1983, the staggered term of the Presicentizl
office would entu-e continued ccntrcl f
the leg'siature. electcd by the peorle, a1 d
reduce it to impotcnce in the face cf the
exccutive powers vested in the Prcsicent.

The Subversion of Democracy

Besides constitutions] “‘guarantees” of
UNP dominztion Governmcrt hes utiliccd
its steam-rollcr mejerity in Peil'cmert to
enact legislation thrt ci-ectly infiinfcs upen
the fuicament: ! civil I bertics «f the pecple.
Certain acts of violence in the Noith previced
the pretext fer tuhing through the sc-
¢ lled Tiger Law “P osciibing o Libersticn
Tigers of Tamil Elem and other similee
organiz-t'ons Law No: 16 of 1978” snd
the “Criminal P.occCu e (Speciz! P.cvis'ons)
Law No. 15 of 1978"** ostensitly circeted
araiast the ‘*‘terrorist’ movement in the
Northern Peninsula but in fact -applicsble
to eny part cf the i land where oprositicn
to the govcrnment might men'fest it-elf.
This is a draconian picce of legisisticn
which pu’s on the stetu'e b:zcks powers
which previous governments could- only



wizld uaier conditions of  Emezrgency
subj:ct to periodic review by Parliament.
Tha: State of Emergency in the North has
now b:en ended but according to the
news m:dia certain tensions still prevail in
the pzninsula. And in the m:antime what
atrocities were commitied in this region
during the past year in th2 name of law
and ocl:r onlyanobj:ctive and impartial
inqairy wil reveal. From our experience
of ths past two ysars it is hard to expzct
such an invastigation from the present
goveramant. _ i
|

Curbing the Trade Unions ‘

Ths worst hit during this period of UNP
Rul: have bzen the trade unions. Born of
years of stru3zle and built upon the blood,
sw:1t and tears of the working people the
U iioas hava already bzen subject to drastic
cu-9;ani fac: the threat of near-znnihilation
as organs of working class struggle. For
any action a pretext is always handy, This
tim: it was the threat of strike action by
th: GM DA protesting against the holding
of locil postgraduate examinations and.
insistinz on th:ir ‘‘right” to sit foreign
(i. e. British) examinations. Of course on
this particular issue we stand for the decision
to foster the Postgraduate Institute of
M :dicine (which was initiated and first set
1) by the p € 1975 United Front Government)
and to give preference to local m:dical
degrees. However this threat by a!
section of madical men became the pretext]
for clymping down on the entire trade!
ution movem:nt of the country the sc-called;
“Th: E;sential Public Service Act of 1979}
uader which any sector threatened with
working class action could be declared an|
Essential Service. Strike action in such a}
secior would then automatically become
illagal. Activists could be jailed, their
p:oparty confiscated and any person aiding,
sucy activists could also be subject toi
sim’lar pznalties. The harshest aspect of|
this legislation was the extension of similar,
panulties even to lawyers defending anyone
accused under this law in court. They
could even be struck off the roll of Attorneys.
This was an infringement of the fundamental
and traditional tight of any accused to be
legally defended in Court. It was an
oltirageous travesty of basic democratic
rsgats. Of course under the pressure of
a spate of working class protests the latter

provision was withdrawn. But it will
remain for ever as an indictment of the:
“democrztic’® pretensions of this government

and a foretaste of things to come.

The secds of fascism are already discernible
on the political horizon. The authorite ricnism
of the UNP Governmant and its desire to
present a rosy picture of “stabil ty”’ to foreign
investors have not stopped at legal mcasures
either. “Goonda’ squds are alreedy on
the rampage. Beginning with assaults on
Uaiversity undergraduztes by organized
thuzs violence has bzen unleashed outside
the law on peaceful trade union pickets.
It is significant that in the recent atte cks on
workers picketing against the rcduction of
annu1l leave trade union leacers were
particularly selected for maltreztment both
by thugs as well as the of ficin] “guardians
of the law”’. The vehicles in which these
thugs travelled are a pointer to the crganized
nature of the assaults.

B

New Economic policies

The United Front Government may have
baen tactless in its policy of import curbs
and its b_licf that the pcople were rezcy to
undergo sacrifices in their essentizl come-
medities for a distant future which wes
beyend their  sight. But bzsicelly the
economic policies of that government wcre
realisticand corresponded to the long-lerm
development needs of the country. The
nationzlization of basic sectors of the
economy - in particular of company owned
estates and the state monopoly of the
import and to some extent the export tre de:
could very well have laid the foundeticns
forseli-reliance and the planning cf precu-
ction on a natiomal scale. Unfortuneic ly
rightward trends in the leadership of the
SLFP virtuzlly halted the Process
and actually reversed it in 1975 with the
E}_&pulsion of the LSSP from the government.

What the SLFP then began the UNP as
accredited reprecentative ¢f the ccmypiecere
bourgeoisie in the island cairied threugh to
a logical conclucion efter 1977. Altlc tgh
unableto alter fundzmentz lly the ne ticrz T zed
sector it has sought to ercce it by vericus
indirect means. Lands confiscatcd under
the Land Reform Law have been particlly
returned to their former owners or huge
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sums paid fo them by way of comvensation,
Tnz private sector has been drawn in to
- “minag:” certain state Corporations. The
efficiency of other state institutions
his bzen boouzht to a new low by packing
thsm with favourites and supporters of the
UN? wiile experienced personnel have
b:2n p2aalisad blatantly for their service to
th:  previous  government. Certain
“uraafitabl-” Corporations are likely to
b: sznp92d slthough vheir “unprofitability”
is Iarz:ly of ths government’s own doing.

Alm>st total reliance is bzing placed on
th: private sector as well as foreign
private capital and imperialist monetary
agencies. Government’s aim appears
to b: to convert Sri Lanka into a minor
version of Singapore or South Korea. The
Fiee Trade Zone is yet flouncering after
two years of great promise and expectations.
Light industries such as garments manu-
faciure predominate in this zone exploiting
th: chzap labour of hundreds of hapless
you1z wom:n deprived even of protection
b thz hard-won labour laws of the country.
T.a1sfar theexpzcted*‘transfer of technology’
has remained a myth,

The accelerated Mahaveli  Diversion
S:hgmz has remained a chimera, Only
rezantly the Finance Minister decided to
take vet another trip abroad with a begging
bowl in view of the fact that inflation had
driven the estimated cost of the Mahaveli
S:12me: upward by several hundred million
rudess. One wonders what the next few
months of the growing international econo-
mic crisis will result in.

But world inflation apart this government
mast accept the fullest responsibility for
the growing economic crisis of the country.
Hiving subordinated itself fully to the
I. M. F. it is compelled to carry out the
dictates of the latter.

Imports have bzen fully “libaralized”,
Ev:ry conceivableitem of foreign manufacture
jnzluding inzssential luxuries “9iscavailable

today on our shop shelves -'at a price.
Despite the petrol hike thcusands of new
motor cars enter the island e:ch vyesr
clogging the roads and making trzvel a
near nightmare for the averege citizen
particularly in a situation of Cetericreting
public transport. Traders, bleckmerketcers,
import-export agencies and gem muczal:lis
have never had it so good. There is meney
in their hands. The fabulou:ly ¢xpensive
buffet and night clubs of five star tcurist
hotels are crowded with lccals night after
night. The “pleasures” of the west zre
part of the day-to-day life of this ncw elite.
Our cultural values are being stezdily ercced.

On the other hand however, the “Welfare
State’ that was Sri Lanka is in jeopardy.
It is no secret that the World Bank and
the I. M. F. have demanded a complete
end to subsidies. That the government
has acceded to this demand is zlso evident
from pronouncements by government
spokesmen. Alrezdy various impcriant
subsidies have been cut, and the prccess is
continuing by stages. Where once  upcn
a time the late N. M., Perera wes
sarcastically referred to as “Gezette Perera®,
today price hikes on various essential
commodities are being levied withcut any
announcement whatscever to the public,

Apart from the minority that have
obtained temporary money from empleyment
in the Micdle East, the salaried cl:sses
are being fast proletarianized, the prclcterians
are being driven to Cdestituticn. The
greatest sufferers are the rurzl pecr,
among whom, according to medic: ! eviccnce,
malnutrition and actual starviticn have
reared their heads in recent years
to an alarming extent,

The rich are undoubtedly growing richer
and the poor poorer. But this is the
ingvitable UNP dispensation which the
the Left predicted before  1977. Not
all ths demagogy and publicity circuses of
President Jayawardena’s Government can
hide this fact. The day of reckoning is

not far off.

The Left Today

In the meantime the Left is in temporary
disarray. The glitter of commodities in



the market inavitably affects the psychology
of the people, even of those who only
stare, but cannot buy. But this can
only b: a passing dream. It is trie
that the p-omise of things to come has
t:mporarily caused a rightward shift in the
masses. Buit, as history has proved time
anl again, social reality must eventually
assert itself. Politics knows of no short
cuts.

Uafortunately, certain sections of the
Laft, in their impatience, have forgctien
that, even as we ride on the crest of a wave,
it i3 often nec.ssary to *fight against the
stream’. S.aort-cuts to “revolution’ can
only enl ia the opposite of wiat is intenced.
Ou: ultca-1.f.s must learn this lescon - not
too lite we hope.Tnere are others who
look rigaiwards and seek wunprincipled
comDin:tions with parties reat with internal
concradictions and yet uazble to step out
of thz miasma of thz past. At this moment
it would b: suicidal for ths Left to compromise
itsell with amosphous groupings such as
these.

Waat is necessary is uaity in actior, in
actuil struyzles against the UN2’s efiorts
to decimate th: working nasses and stcp up
its my7:3 trvaels fassisn. Laft parties must
rearm themselves, buiild up a con:cious
cadre and joiatagather in every conciete
mass action agiinst the Right. Any other
comp.omise would cectioy the crecibility of
th> L.it, and leave it wcakencd when the
genuine Mass uUDSU’ge OCCUrs. United
Fooats are as real ia specfic actions as
they are, in difierent circum.tances, when

govzam:tal powor  bexeomss  the
i3sus.  Rigat now, waat is hkely is mass
action aginst cceeping fuscism.  No

s:ciarianism cin b: envisaged in such a
siturtion. Taat, of cousse, would be
suicidal for thz Left, as tae 1932 expericnce
ot Germany has amply proved.

Th: Coming Iaternational Crisis

Thz post-war bsom in the international
capitalist economy, despite pericc.ic *‘recess-
ioas” contiauad until thz early 70%s. Capitalist
economists were jubilant thet Marx hed at
last b:an proved wrong. Nover again
would there bz a crisis of the proportions of
192)-33. B:twaen 1943 and 1973 capitalist
world production increased” threebvanda

half times at an average rate of 5% rar

year. In 1974, however, there was no
growth. By the last quarter of 1974 the .
industrial output of all major impcriclist =
countries was declining. The Gross Naticnzl
Proc uct (GNP) of the United Stetes fell by
2.2% from 1973. Afier 25 years of exprns-
ion the GNP in Japan fell by 3%.

At last, the inexorable laws of capitelicm,
predicted well over a century ago by Kerl
Murx, were catching up with the artificial
faciors that created the post-war bccm.
L-onard S.lk, a former writer of the prectig
ious ““Business Week® magazine, wrcie
thus in an atticle in the July 28, 1974
“New York Times Magazine’ “Tocay the
world cconomy is again threatencd with
b-eakdown and ditciniegration. Monctiry
dizorder &fflicts the emtire non Communist
World (our emphasis). Nations comirg
up against the inter locked thrects cf tizce
and payments dcficts, inficton, «agy
shortages and usemployment ire g owing
increasingly nationclstic in their pclces.
Jt was beggar-my-ncighbour netior:lim
that boougiat on the debacle last time,
for in the end nationzliem turncd Cemcenic
and aggresive in Germany and Japan......"”
Apart from ccmmenting on the werld
economy, Sik cbvicuily cces a e licd
with the peliticc-cccremic situetien 1lit
erupicd in Werld Wer If. Cculd thic I a
fac.or governing Carter’s current ebic-
raitling.

«Business Week’® of July 6, 1974
commentcc : “Plainly every ccurtiy fiece a
time limit. Infiziicn must be Db.cught
under contrel fzitly quickly cr the vay
fabric of Euvopean sccicty will begin to
unravel, The signs of strain are mcst
visible in ltaly where stillanother government
failure cou'd buing the Communisis clescr
to power than tiey have come in zny
Westcrn Euopean government. The weriy
in France is that workersand stucenis w.ll
stage a repetition of their 1968 uprising.””

«Business Week?’ assesses the very rcal
possibility of revolutionary struggles eiurting
in the metropolitan centres of Eurcre
itself, with zll their atiendant dangers to
the [uture of the imperialist system.

The international econcmic crisis has
developed from 1974 thiough a serics of



short term zig-zags to almost unmanageable
proportions in recent months. Inflat'on is
rampant in almost every capitalist country
without exception. Unemployment  has
reach:d a new high. For a period in the
post, wiile the U. S. suffered frequent
rece sions, Europe and Japan sustained
continued growth rates. To some extent
th:se cushionzd the cown turns in the U.S.
Today the malaise of inflation combined
with ecoaomic stagnition (referred to as
“stagflation™) is «ffccting virtually the
entire capitalist system. Here in lies the
very real possibility of a world-wice depression
(with th> exception of the Socialist world).
M nztary systems are toppling everywhere;
gold prices are sky-rockcting, The Iranian
Revolution dealt a ssvere economic and
political blow to U. S, Imperialism. The
capitalist world is tcetering on the edge of
disaster,

The Politics of Oil

Imperialism and its agents have taken
great pains to ‘‘convince’” the world that
Arab Oil hik:s have b:ea at the bottom of
the world’s current inflationary travails.

Higher oilprices, in fact, did not originate
in decisions made by OPEC nations, but in
the changing conditions of international
comp:tition. ““The energy crisis erupied
b:fore th2 Oztobar 1973 war. It reflects the
loaz-term drive of the Uaited States to raise
worlloil prices, and no matter how much they
carp about high prices, the oil trusts have no
in‘eation of ever lowering oil prices to
their pre - 1973 levels......

“.....it is the desire of the U. $. Oil
gian's to strengthen their hold on alternative
sources - and in doing this, for one thing,
to lzssen th:ir depsndence on Middle East
oil - that m d= highsr oil prices a central
objective of U. 8. policy over a long period
b:rore the Oclobsr  Wur”  (Roborts:
“Capitalism ia Crisis” Puthfinder Press,
N. Y. 1975

Tiree months bzfore the October War
Mining exscutive Carrol. L Wilson wrote in
th: July 1973 issus of ‘“‘Foreign Affairs”
urging higher oil prices....

*Tiz similtaneous inflationary beom of
ths advanced capitalist countries in 1972-73

primed by deficit srerding and messive
credit expancion in all of the lseding cayitalist
powers ccatcd an ircesistible cemand for
oil at hizhsr prices. In this context OPEC
raised its prices. The oil-prccucing nations
did not create the inflation they responced
to it. ...Nor did Washing'on oppcse
the OPEC move...... Since the Western Oil
companies oontrol the cil industry ‘down
stream’, that is, the piping, refining and
murketing of petroleum they were zble to
pass on price rises to consumers, no ccubt
lifting prices even more in the prccess.
And it is sometimes forgotten that raising
of world prices cllewed the oil incustry
to charge prices for semestically procuccd
oil, which remains the m'jor cource of
the oil consumed in the Unitcd Strtes,
the world’s largest market for oil” (ibid).

Afghanistan

Revolutionery Iran has been pushed
into second place in world rcws by the
evenis in  Afghanistan. Hed  these
events gone otherwise and the imperizlists
succeeced in their counter revclutonary
pro-fcudelist interventicn in  Afghe nisten
revolutionzry Iran hersell wculd have
come uncer a new threat from her rcar.
That is one of the rezlities cf the situsticn
flowing from the events in Afghanistzan.

The rebuff to imperizlism in Afghenisten
has other consequences pertinent to the
woild siturtion of imperialism; particulerly
for imperialism’s positicn in the Miccle
East and South West Asia. A vit:] sceter
of imperizlism’s attempts to contzin Scviet
Power within the limits zlre:cy rezched
historicelly lies in this regicn. The to-
czlled defence zrecf imresicl'om in this
region - actu lly the conteirment e2ic in
rel: tion to the Scviet Union - strcictirg
from lIsrcel in the west 2nd ncw Fgyrt
th ouzh Sau'i Arebie, Irrn, inclucing
Pakistan, wes vitzlly bcken by the Iren'zn
Revclution. Behind 1l the mcves of tle
USA in relation to the seizue of her embassy
in Teheran and the rcfusel to relecse the
emb:ssy perronnel still held there by the
revclutionary students unti! the Shah £nd
his fortunes are rcturned to Iren is ncthing
other than a sustained effcrt to rerair the
breach and restore the containment arc-



an effort which must necessarily be aimed
at the destruction of the Iranian revolution.

Now the arc stands threatened and
damaged if not actually breached at another
point or segment. As General Zia, Pakistan’s
m li;arydictator haspointed out Afghanistan
wis a bifrer state batween Pakistan, ally of
th: U3SA and the Soviet Union. That
biffer is no more. On the contrary the
bifier now seems to Pakistan a spearhead
aim:d agiinst her in the hands of the Soviet
Uaion; for Soviet troops are probably
alrezdy on the border b:tween Afghanistan
and Pakistan. The Khybzsr pass which is
on that border is the traditional gateway
throuzh waich historically invaders from
Central Asia Came to what was then India.

It is a dramatic change in West Asian
powsr relations that the Iranian Revolution
and the spresd of Soviet power into
Afghanistan has wrought. It is a change
that encomrpasses zlco Whole 1¢zches cf the
Indian Oczean on the one side and Central
Asia on the other. This fact is reflected in

USA fleet concenirations in the Indian
Ocean, in ths announced USA decision
to build up the Diego Garcia
naval base to new levels and in the

repaated new assurances to military dictator
Zi1 that the USA will engage in a massive
buaild-up of Pakistan’s military strengh. A
similar streng h:ning has also bzen promised
to Siudi A-abia. We may also bring into
ths piciuce thz new approaches of the USA
to greater rapp-ochement, including military
rapp-ochemsnt, with China. China, it is
to be noted, has a common, though short,
border with Afghonistan in Central Asia,
and therefore, a cirect interest in Afghan
developments.

The military developments mentioned
above are far more important and lasting
than for instancz, the non-fulfilment of the
contracts to supply grain to the Soviet
Uliion. Imperialism is girding its loins
anew and the USA is sceking to recover her
post-war role as the world’s policeman - a
role shs lost in Vietnam. The USA’s
present moves suggest, however, not the
rezovery of the confidence she lost after
Vistnam but a sense of frustration bordering
on impotence. The Soviet Union has
moved fast and confidently, presenting the

world with a fait-accompli before imperizlism.
could make any serious counter-moves.
The crisis in international relations is,
however, not vet over. At the same time,

and despite all military moves, it does net -°

seem that the way out of the crisis will be
sought in war. The reluctance of the USA’s
allies to come actively into the picture is a
bztler pointer to reality than the bzlligerence
of supporting journzlists. In the mean
time, Soviet troops stand guard at the
Khyber Pass, across which even British
Imperialism at the height of its power could
not secure a firm base.

But what is it that has brought the Soviet
Union into Afghanistan? Is it just a matter
of power-play and a narrow concern for the
Soviet Union’s national interests? Or is
there also something else? The answers to.
these qusstions are of profound practical
interest to the world socialist movement
and to all revelutionaries.

The Soviet Union’s military presence in
Afghanistan has certainly not {lowed from
power calculations and strategic consicerat-
ions alone; although,of course, such calculat-
ions and considerations are necesszrily
involved in military moves of this orcer and
natu-e. What other calculaticns were
involved ? It is necerary to look st other
faciors than we have mentioned above to
get the answer to this question. We Lave to
Icok at certain Cevelopments in Afghani-tan
itself.

Down the centuries, Afghsnis’an was a
feudal monarchy. Bick in 1975, the
morarchy was overthrown by a militery
coup ¢’eiat. A further ccup d’clat in
April, 1978, brcught to power the Peoplc’s
Democratic P.rty which stced for and
started carrying thrcugh redical cccicl
changcs of which the principal was a take-
over of the feudal lardho!cings wih a view
to freeing the feucal tenantry. Ccming as
the land reform did from above and not
through a process of land scizures from
b:low, coming, moreover, as the change
did from a government and a party linked
itcelf closely with the Scviet Union, the
dispossesscd great feucalists were able to
rouse the country-side against the government
in the name of the defence of Islam frcm a
a Marxist onslaught. The Government

(Continued on Page 26)



N. M. PERERA - APOSTLE OF
SOCIAL CHANGE

By COLVIN R. DE SILVA

It is generally accepted that N. M. left
his imprint on a whole era of our politics -
an era of profound changes in the history
of our country. We shall note here the
more important of these changes and the
pgrt that N. M. played in bringing them
about.

The most profound of the changes of
the 1931 - 1979 era was the passage of Sri
Lanka from direct colonial subjection and
rule to political independence. We are
st 1l workiag out the consequences cf that
change. N. M. left an imprint in that
change in that he was a leader of the LSSP
in the fight for iadependence. He was,
moreover a pr.ncipal sufferer in that strugg'e,
going to jail, breaking jail and working
illegally in the underground both in Sri
Lanka and India.

A second and from some points of view
even more profound change of the post
1931 era was the emergence of the masses
as direct participators and constitutional
arbiters in the political process in Sri
Lanka, This was an outcome of the
introduction in 1931 of the franchise for
both sexes at the age of 21 years (extended
to 18 years in 1958). N. M. was a pioneer
in the task of taking politics to the common
man and invglving the common man in the
political process. As a politician, N. M.
was also a prcduct of that mass process.
He was a product and a leeder of the political
mass movement in Sri Lanka.

Allied to the second change mentioned
above wasa third, namely, the transformation
of Sri Lanka from a coloni.] autocracy to a
full blown bourgeois democracy of the
parliamentary type. Sri Lanka came w0
tie parliamentary system (1946-7) via
the Siate Council system (1931 - 46).
We have now changed over from that
pirliamentary system to a presidential
system waich has already in its functioning

shown that it has a gravely adverse impect
on the system of bourgeois demcciecy
which has been developed in Sri Lanka in
the course cf some thirty ycais. The ycar
of introduction of ithe present const.tut.on,
1978, marks the end of the era we are
considering. N. M. was a prcduct and an
architect of that era. He was, amcng
other things, a master of the raillamentary
art.

It was also in the course of this era that
Sri Lanka became a well-nigh fully lilerate
country. This was zchieved through the
intrcduction and exransion of the free
education system (1946). N, M. was a
fighter for a free educetion system. He
wrote a book on the subject while in a
detention prison during the war,

In connection with the preceding roint
there should be mentioned the ¢died fict
that this was an era in which the nationzl
languages of Sri Lanka, namely Sinhzla
and Tamil, came into their own. Trey
became not only the media of educztion,
giving rise to a swabasha intelligentsia,
but also media of public ditcussion and
the means to a new national culture. The
vital new turn these changes gave to Sri
Lanka’s cocial and economic develorment
is perhaps not yet fully realized. N. M.
went to the masses at mectings ard the
like in Sinhala long before the fzlse heices
of *“‘Sinhala only”. He could srezk in
Tamil also. As is well known, he stcod
firmly fcr the rights cf the Tamil Language,
taking a pol.tical becting in thet connect on.
He was a pioneer of the swabasha struggle.

The pericd in which N. M. wcrked
witnessed the rice ard develcymert cf a
powerful working class movement in Sri
Lanka. With the growth and exransion
in those years of an irdigencus wcrking
class in eddition to the immigrent woikeis
on the plantations, that class clio beceme



conscious of itself and articulate. The
trade unions bzcame a permanent and
important feature of the socio-ccornomic
landscaps. Working class political parties
arose, developed and multiplied. The
modern cliss struggle bztween the capitalist
class and the working class came to
the foreground of the political picture,
occupying that foreground permanently and
becoming in many ways the principal
motor force of politics in Sr1 Lanka.

As is well known, N. M, stocd and werked
in the forefront and at the centre c¢f this
entire process. The part he played in
making the working class of Sii Lanka
conscious of itsell and in organising it as
a class in trade unions and in pclitical
organis_tions is indchbly inscribcd in the
public memory.

Finally, two othsr important changes
may bz mantioned, both ia the ficld ol the
economy;. N. M’s pcltical life time
witnessed a change in the ctructure of the
national economy cf Sri Lanka, which is of
great importance. It was the growth to
dominance of what is now geneially referred
to as the publicsector of Sri Lanka’s econo-
my. Inccrporated in this process was the
nationalisation process, which reached
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its high point in the nationalisation of the

plantations. The struggle for nationalis: tion

compriced the whole ¢f N. M’s political

life, it being part of the struggle beth for. -
national indepencence and for socialitm -

the two great objectives which governed

N. M’s political activities.

Last, but not the least, of the deep-geing
changes during the pericd in which N.M.
lived his politiczl life is the emergence of
the rural pepulation to rccogniscd national
importance. There isan actively prop: gated
myth in Sri Lanka that the Marxist part.es
have neglected the problem of the pezcantry.
1n so far as this concerns N. M. the Marx.st
lcacer of a Marxist perty, this allegation
is totelly untrue. He represented a
rural constitucncy. His political  vision
encompassed the problems of the nation
in all its scctors. Anyone who reads his
many speeches on rural problems, as
recorced in Hansards, would realize hcw
prcfournd was his grasp of rural problems
and how consistent and sustained Wwas
his struggle on rural issues,

It will be clear from the above how N. M.
imprinted himseli upon his time. It is a
rich legacy that he has left to us.
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THE BACKGROUND TO THE FORMATION
OF THE
LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY

KUMARI JAYAWARDENA

The imrlantetion of capt'lI'sm in a
colonicl economy led to impcrtart chenges
in both the cless compositicn £nd in the
pclticel super tructure of Ceylen. The
new clasces thet emerged with the Cevelorment
cf the plantation secter zrd the corsc quent
urbanirat’cn were the Britich and Ceylercee
czptzlsts, the urban petty bcurgecisie
anc the werking-clesscomyeied frlartiten
ard urban labour. Tle r'se f a Ceylorese
bourgeoisie and the grovth « { wrge l:bour
rel tior shits mrrked the begiring ¢f the
cemincs fordemceretic riglts in Ceylen
including trace union rights fcr the woiking-
cliss. Hovever, there wes a gap. of a
hundred years bitwcen the introcuction

in‘o the courtiy ¢ f the pl-rtation copit lsm-

in the 1820’:, ard the rise f the I: bour
movement on the tlant: tions in the 19.0's.
The reccon wrs thet plant:ticn  lebeur
recruitcd from South Indic, w. s nct wage
lebcur in a compctitive morkct, but was
cemi=fadil in cheractcr,  Poyment of
wages wis ratly in kiad, and the workers,
who hrd to buy tlcir rrovisors frem shops
run by the e t te, wee furthcr ticd to the
pl rter ¢nd the kengzny by boncs such as
irc(blccress, Iideradent setivity  erd
crienzit'en among this g oup cf semi-
wage labcur was thereby retarced.

However, the growth of transrort and
urban woerkshops anclllary to the plantation
econemy, and the emer:ence of a nucleus
cf skilled and unskiled wage Ilabour,
restltcd in an urban labur movement led
b/ a section cf the Ceylorere bourgecisie,
Uilan wage labour, divorced from the
tr ditional means cf procuct'on in' the
vill. ge, fcurd itscIfina new form ¢ femplc ycr-
werker relatiorskip in thke towns. Eeing

‘frec’ agents, sclling their labour power on’

the market, a cection cf the urban workinz-
clacs rougit to improve its pcs'tion through
orgarizztion ¢nd jeint action. In zdciticn,
the emcrgence of a Cayloncse bourgec isie -
whese we Ith was cerived fom corcnut,
rubb r, tinber, cinnamen, gre phite, arrack
rerting, c21t contracting znd urban p opc rty
lcd to the growth in the demands f r basic
pc'tic: 1 rigits in keeping with the economic
rower cf the new cliss. During the
fifty yerr pericd Dbctween 1880 and 1630
the workers agitation fer trace union rights
wi s linked with the movement for const tu—
ticnalrefcrms. This strugzle cf the bourgeci ie
and the urban workers for cenocratic
rights can be divided into three phases.

The first phrse betwecen 1880 and 1920
was a period ¢f religicus revivs I and netien: 1-
i‘m. The ch-l'enge to British rule ceme
in en iadirect form with the Budchist and
Hindu revival movements of the 18£0°s
led by the Siahelece and Tamil intcIligentsia.
Tiis culiurel sef-ascerticn of the ‘nit'orz1’
religions zgeinst the religion of the fereign
rulers ard tier agents, the Christan
mi sonsries, wes a  form cf incipiert
ni t onalism. Significantly it wes a Bucch'st
Tiacocophist tezcker (A. E. Buulijens), #nd
other mic.dle-cless refermers estcciztcd with
various protest movements, who sisrted
the first tr: e un‘on in Ceylon in 18§93, (ihe
Ceylon Printers Union formed after a sirike
at Cave & Co..) In the pcrica up to 1920,
there were nvmerous stiikes, the mcst
imporiart being the strikes of launcry-
men (1896), carters (190€), reilway workers
(1912) and port and railway workers (1920).
The'e strkes were lec. by the unorthocox
racical fringe of the Ceylore:e bcurgecisie
which - - included Bucdhist  revivelsts,’



Throsophists, social reformers, temperance
workers and the more politically conscious
nitionalists. Tazse middle-class leaders
were mainly paternalistic, advocating
conciliation and mcderation to the working
class brit nevertheless championing the
workers’ basic right to organise into
trade unions. They were persons Wwho
were themselves involved in claiming their
rights, which included the rigat of middle-
class suffrage, political representation,,
racicl  equality and equal opportunity
vis=a-vis B:iish ofTicialdom in Ceylon.

The tweities form the second phase of
the movement for democr: tic rights. This
wesa period of militant trade union strusgle
which begn in 1923, when the Ceylon
L: bour Union under the lezCership of A. E.
Geonesinha, organized a general strike in
Colombo of 20,00 workers. 1t was fcllowed
by a wave of successful strikes, in the
herbour in 1927, among taxi drivers and
industrial workers in 1928, culminzting in
the viclent tramway strike cf 1929, during
which police firing led to five ceaths. The
leacership of urbin wage labour ¢f the
twentics came from the radical sect'on of
the Czylon bourgeoisie, mcst notably the
stauach nationsalist A. E. Goonesinha who
took the fight for democratic rights a stage
further than the moderate reformers cf the
Ceylon N:tional Congress. In a society
where wage labour rel-tionships existed
alongside vestiges
there were cl:ss, caste, communal and
religious divisions, and where the exploiting
class wes both foreign and local, the important
political slogans cf the pericd were frcecom,
equclty and social reform. Gconesinha’s
Ceylon Labour Union and Ceylon Labour
Party called for pclitical indepencence,
universal suffrage, political rights irresrective
of race, religion or sex, the recognit'on of
trade unions and the right to str.ke, and
minimum wages, pensions and other sccial
legislation for the working-class.

The ideology of the ‘advanced’ elements
of the bourgecisic of the pre-1920 phase
hed bcen Gladstonian Libcrzlism tinged
w'th Bu 'dhism, Theosophyand humaniterian
.ism. The demands were essentially upper
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cf feudalism, where

middl:-class demands for mcderate pclitical-

reform,. limited suffrage and equal rights.

But duriag the twenties -a period of economic.

boom, when the Ceylonese bourgecisie .
increased in economic power, and urban
wage labour expanded in size and zcquired
greater class conscicusness - certzin recical .
sections of the bourgeoisie and a section cf
the petty bourgeoisie came into prominence
and were shrill in their agitation for pclitical
reforms and social changes. This was the
‘Goonesinha era’ with its ideclogy cf Social
Democracy. However curing the cevere
economic depression cf the early thirties
the trade union and political movement led
by A. E. Gconesinha collapsed #nd an era
cf radic. 1 agit:tion with a new leaderthip
began. The aim f this erticle is to disciss
the events le dingto this phice in the struggle
for democratic rights which commenced in
tae early thictles, and l.d to the formaton
in 1935 of the Linka S:ma Sam j. Party,
the first Socialist politicc]l perty in Ceylon.

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

The Socialism of the thirties -in Ceylon
resulted from the fusion cf two pclitical
strands of the radical bourgeois'e and pelty
bourgeoisie. First, was the group cf lccally
educcted Ceylonese n: t oralists who fcrmed
Youth Leagues in various parts of Ceylon,
and led an anti-British politic:] c-mpaign;
the-e young radicals we e <t ongly influenced
by militant Indian nct oralism but were
not Soc’al'st;. The secord group p oviced
‘the ideclogy. Tnese were the Ciylorese
students who hed ab crbed Sociclist i eas
ab.o:d, and who, on returning to Ce,lon,
.assumcd the lezcership of the Youth Lecgues
which they regarced as the most rad’cal
indigencus politic.! group. In discusting
the events lezding to the formation cf the
L. S. S. P. in 1935, come comment on the
contemporary intern.ticn:l situation in
relation to revolutionary movements is
therefore necessary.

In the late twenties and early thirties Left
fcrces in the world h d suffered several
setbacks including the efcet of the General
Strike in Britain in 1926, the concolidat'on
of Mussolini's Fascist rule in Italy, the
defezt of the Commun’sts in China in 1927,
and the rise to power of Hitler in 1933,
The emergence of a Left oppositon in the
Soviet Union which resulted in the expulsion
from the country c¢f Leon Trot kyin 1929,
reflected the internal problems of the Commuye



nist movement. This was alco a pericd when
the Communist International h:d to face
sevetal impoitant tactical istues concerning
the threat cf Fuscism, the attitude to Social
Demccracy and the policy to be acopted
towarcs the national bourgeoisie in ¢olonial
couatries.

Between 1927 and 1935, there were
impurtant changes in the pclecy cf the
Communist Internzticn:l, In 1927 the
Communists hod formed the League against
Imrperi. Lsm to include ““ 1l politice! orga-
niz.t.ons, pertes, tride unions and persons.
fighting agaiast capitalist imperialist comina-
tion.” Tne League decl. rzd that its t:sk was
to moblie *“in a woild-wide resitance
to lmperialist cfrensive, all the revolu-
tiorary rorees figlting for freedom and demo-
cracy iati: oppee s:d colonizl cou.tries.”
The Executive Cou..cil of tre League included
m.ny non-Commun:st nationalsts like
Nehru, Mohamed Hatta (irom Incoaesiu)
and lamine Senghor (from French West
Africe). But by 1931, the attitude of the
Lezgue towards these nztionzlists had
changed, and wzrnings were issued against
““illus.ons spread by these nadonalist reform
-ists concerning the possibility of winning
national independence without a revolutioi—
ary struggle”., During this period Nenhry,
Gandhi and Subaas Chandra Bose were de—
nounc:d as traitorsand agents ol imperizlism?
But in 1935, ia view of the “lowering menace
of Fascism to the working-class”. the Tth
Congress ¢f the Communist International
changed its line to that cf a ‘Peoples Froni
Ag.inst Fascism’. Communists were urged
to act jointly with Social Democrats in the
poltical ficld and with existing trade
unions in industrial matters3.

Among the Ceylonese stulents who were
in Lonuon there emerged lor the first
time, ia the late twentics, a group which was
influenced by Marxism, which became
active in Lefi-wing politics ard which was
infiuenced by the critical issues which faced
the Communist movement at the time.

THE SOCIALIST STUDENTS GROUP

B:fore the First World War, Ceylonese
stucents who went to Universities in Britain
were drawn from the families of large land
owaers and those in the liberal professions,
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With the bcom in all agricultural products
and pluntztion crops in the twenties (especic lly
coconut and rubber), a secticn of the ncwly
prosperous rur:l micdle-class was zble to
afiord a foreign - university educetion for
its children. Wrereas the ezrlier progression
cf rich students had been from a few sclect
Christicn schecols in Cclembo to Oxfcrd
and Cambricge, the new tyre of stucent
of en went from provinciz! or Bucc hist Theo-
sophist schecls to the Loncen Uriversity.

In Loncon, in the twenties, the Ceylon
Stucents Asscciction, became an importent
cent e ¢f political dizcussicn emcug ycung
Ceylorese. The Astociztion was domin: ted
by a grcup of Scciclist students, who wtile
active in the broad student crganizztion,
used to 1 0 meet serarz.ely to discusss
questions cf Sccieliim and the pos:ib.lty
fcrming a Sociclist Purty in Ceylon. The
gicup incluced Philip Gunawardena, Leslie
Gceonewzrcenz, Cclvin R, de Silve, N. M,
Perera and Dr. S. A, Wickremasinghe.
Except for Leslie Gconewarcena, none of
them b.longed to the Christianised elte,
but came from the Sinhala speaking,
rur: ] lancowning class. They were educ. ted
in Buddhist Theosophist or government
scheols and wcere from Buddhict familes
whose nationzlism had been influenced by
Anagzrika Dh: rmapala’s Bucddhi: t nztic ne list
cruscde, and by the repression thag followed
the Riots of 19154

The two important pclitical influences on
this group of Sociclist students were
the Iadian Nationzlist movement and
M:rxism. . The late twenties was a period
when Indian nationalism was going through
a militant phase; the Simon Commission
on con:t.tutions ! reforms hed been boycotted
by the Incian N._tional Congress and within
Congress, the Communists and Lcft-wing
factions were beccming influential. In
London, the Indian students, were active in
n.t.onalst agitation conducted princip:lly
thrcugh  their student  organiz.t.on,
the London M jlis. Some members of
the Ceylon Students Associ.ticn (ncrably
5. A. Wickremusinghe) worked closely
with both the M.jlis and the India League
in Loncon whese leading members were
Krishna  Menon, Fenner  B.ockway
and the Rev. Sorenson. However, Ph lip
Gunewardena opposed Krishna Menon’s



policies, and he joinad the Ind’an Communict
students group in London. P.ilip was
Jater joined by Leslic Gocnawarcere, Whle
in America, Berlin and Paris, he wcrked
wita groups f Indian revolutionaries iacla-
cing M.N.Roy,the b.st known Incin
Communist at taat time,

. Among both Indian and Czylone-e stucents
at the time there was great disillus oament
with the Brtsh Labour Paity, wuich was
regarced imperi.Pst in cclevnial pelicy
and reformist in home efiairs. Hence, tre
revoluit onary slogans ¢f the Commu.ist
P.rty and the Lef-wing of the Lubour
Party scemed to have ge.ter rclzvance
and appeal to many «f tie studeuts f.om
colonizel c.uatries. In adcition, the fact
that two of tee leuding members of the
British Communi:t Purty were Indian (R.
Palne Dutt ang S. Saklitval ) led to cl.se
contact between the Communist Porty and
the indian and Ceylongse stucents.

In 1928, the Conference cf the Commun’st-
spon-ored League against Imperi.lism wh'ch
was held in Loncon, attracted the ct enticn
of the coloni.lstudents. (Pailip Gurewarcena
was on the Executive Counc.l of 1ae League
from 1929-1931.) The policy cf the League
was one of condemnation cf the Scel list
Second Internationsl and the British Labcur
Party, which was accused of having “m: de
common cause with the British Impzrialists”
by participating in the Simon Commission.’

Several of the Ceylonese students 2cquired
a knowl:dge of Murxism through cont:ct
with M rxst intellectuals and with Soci. list
teachers at B:tish and Amcrican Univers-
itles, and practiccl  experience was
obtuined through membarskip in various
Com niiist organiz tions, especiclly the
B.itish Commuaist Party. The Lzit Opposi-
tion views witain the Communist movement
iifluenced Puilip Gunewcrdena who, on
his way back to C:zylon coatacted
Trotskyict groups in France and Speia.

Tt is imdortant to note to wait extent the
views of 1's g o1d of Soci Lst Coylonese
st1isats dfrered from the opiions of
ot1.r political associations in Ceylon. Tais
can bz giuzzd from the stand they tcok on
two vit.l issues, the question cf puoltical
ref.rms and the role of the trade uaion
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movement. Ata time when the Donoughmore
R.forms and A. E. Gconesinha’s Labour
Party were support:d by the Brit'sh Labour
P. rty, the Soci: list student group in L n'on
m_ce known their oppositicn to the refcrms
and to the traCe union policy of Gecongesinha,

ATTITUDE TO REFORMS

One im9aortant area of dis~grezment
concerncc the role of the natioral bourgeoisie
in C:ylon. Aftar the publication cf the
recommenca‘ions cf the Donoughmore
Comm'ssion i1 1928, the Ceylon=se students
in Loncon h 1 . aserics of weeklv discussions
at whizh Kris'ma  Maznon, S. Sakl tvala
and D. B. JayatJcka were the main soeakers.
A critic.] examiiation of the proposed
r‘c_forms wrs m de, and reports of these
discussicn weie published as a pamp&ilet in
1923 by S. A. Wckrenisinzie and Krishia
Menon. The stidents disagresd with the
attituce ¢f British Labour Paity and A E.
Goonesi-hy to the n t'onal bourgeoisie.
Tae British L' bour P.riy rezarded the
Ce:lon N tonl Congress as a set cf
oligerchs, and Goornesinha’s oblect'ons to
the Ceylonese le:ders were fo strong that
he said he was against mo-e responsitle
government, unless the franchre  was
bo dencd. Bt the Ceylorese stucerts
in Loncon rdont:d the prevelent M rx’st
line th-t the nat'onal bourgeoisie s-culd be
supported in the fight again:t foreign rule.
They held thet the indigenous cligerchy
was preferable to a foreign one oecanse
the former “hzd the knowledge cf the land
and people, (were) cf the same rtock and
trrdition, #nd formed a wider cligarchy
with Ehc inherent possitility of cezsing to bz
one.’

On the question of uzivess-1 suffrage the
students group argied that elthough it
was Cesir bl:, its inmedi te significence
wzs nct to be ove-etim-ted because « f the
canger of a *“l rge numbcr of votes being
ztthe mercy cf thoce who have theeco-
nomic power to manipu'ate t-em”. Ths
Do-oughmore Commi sioners were #ccused
of “trezting the p-oblzn in the old way,
of lookiag at politic 1and ev ciag ecoromic
iss1e.’”, and cf neglec ing to recort on
lubour conditions ia Ce lon, wiich “would
have ct l:ast sarved to draw the :ttent'on
of the Brtish Purliameat, and grcater



attention from the Gosvernment of Ceylon
and th: LL.O.” Thsy allezed that this
was delibzrately omitted as the findings
Would havediscred tad the Br't'shadmini trat-
ion and planter interests; in this connection,
the Labour M. P. Dr. Drummond Shiels,
who wis a membar of the Donoughmore
Commission was blamed for shirking, a

duty which *he owed to the labour world
as a whole’’é

ATTTTUDE TO A.E. GOONESINHA.

The Ceylon student group in London
ovnposed the policy and le.dership of A. E.
Goonesinha in the Ceylon Labour Union
and the Csylon Labour Party. It was
essential for the students to take a stand on
Goonesinha’s position, bsazause from 1922
until the years of the depression, the Labour
Uxon hid led the tr.dz union struggles of
Colombo workers, and the Ceylon Labovr
Party (formed in 1923) hid bien the most
radiza! forez on the p.litical scene. The
younger generation cf n:tional’st Ceylonese
supporied A. E. Goonesinha in the fight
for swaraj, universal suffiage, trede union
rightsand better pay. But dissatisfaction
with G:onesinha grew especally zfter the
Labour Union signed a Colle-tive Agreement
with the employers in 1929 under which
the lightning strikes were renounced in
return for recognition of the Union.

The first theoretical Marxist analysis of
the role of Goonesinha and the labour
movement of the twenties, was given by
Poi'ip Gunewardena in an article entitled
Whither Ceylon weitten in 1931. Goonesinha
wes given credit for the militant battles he
had fought on behalf of the workers, and
was called ““a man of tremerdous iritia-
tive and daring.” Accorcing to Pailip
G mewardena the crucizal strike in Ceylon.
whic marked the culmination of a pzriod
of offensive action by the workers, was the
tramway strike and riot of 1929, curing
which the workers set fire to the Maradana
Police station:

‘The workers rose to an extraordinary pitch of
revolutionary energy, enthusiasm  and  sacrifice.
to defend their class interests and smash the symhol
of capitalist authority. (they) displayed rare initiative
and ability to copz with a critical situation when
pa liamentarians were wasting their time in hair
splitting argumants over constitutional authority.
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The weakenzd nationalists shivered in their skoes
and knzlt at the altar of Imozrialism begging it to
save them from their class enzmies. thejr class fear
was more potent than their fear of foreign COnquerors.

Gunewardena claimed that the strike
weapon was “‘the manifestation of the class
struggle at a fairly acute stage”, and that
during the tram strike, the workers ““who
(were) not interestcd in the law and orcer
of a capitalist society’” were able to “rut
out of commission the anthority of the
dec:dent capitzlist society’. Though the
workers hed neither preparation nor correct
lezdership, they were zble to challenge ““the
armed forces of the mightiest empire the
world has ever seen.” In contrast to the
militancy cf the workers, Gccnesinha was
accused of failing to give the required
revolutionzry lexcership during the strike
and of displaying *“a lamantable confusion.””
Goonesinha’s praise of the British police
officials end the chcers thet he asked the
werkeis to give the Chairmon of the Chamber
of Commcree «fter the scttlement of strike,
were referred to as ““tecticel blurcers” of
the first magnitule.?

ATTACK ON THE BRITISH LABOUR
PARTY,

In the late twerties, the Communists
and the Left-wing cf tve Labour Party in
Britain were highly criticzl rot cnly cf the
political lezcership of the British Labour
Party but also of the pclicy of the British
trade unon movement ard especiilly of
the Monc-Turner negotiaricns. There telks
between Sir Alfred Mord, the Chairmen
of the large combine of I. C. 1. (Imperial
Chemical Industries) #nd Ben Turrer, the
Chairran cf the British Trde Unicn
Congress, werc anattempt to ¢ btain incdustrial
peace through collaboration betwcen em-
ployers and labour.

Infleenced by the Communist line cn
these two questions, the Ceyloncse stucent
group crit:cscd the clere assceictic n beiween
the British Labour Partyand A. E. Gcone-
sinha in both politicz1 and trece unic n mat-
ters. Labcur person:lities suchas Ram:ay
MacDonald, Drummond Shicls and Gecrge
Lansbury were raid to have intrccuced
Goonesinha “to the woncders ¢f F:bian
mysticism™, and in the trade union sphere,



British union officials were said to have
exdlained the nature of “Mondism” to
Gon3sinha, who after his visit to England
in 1923, returnzd to Ceylon ‘““a devout
apostle of industrial peace and a class
colizborator”. The signing of the Collective
Agreement  in  Ceylon in 1929, was
also atteidited to this  inftu=nce. Philip
Grewardena alleged that soon after
Gonesinha returned from Englznd, the
Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, S.P Hayley “‘a high priest of
in lustrial p2ace, hurriedly formed the
Employers Federation to ccllaborate with
the Trade Unions .. Hayley addressed
the bisiaess community in the tones of a
Hebrew prophet and an Agreement was
signzd to prevent lightning strikes.” Gune-
wardena also claimsd that Goonesinha’s
conciliatory attitude towards the Employers
Federation was proof that very few leaders
of the working class could escape the
temptations of capitalist society. Goonesinha
he said, having risen to power ‘“on the
shoulders of the workers, (was) looking
round for an official position in the
framework  of Imperialism, and the
Labour Government of England makes
the temptations doubly attractive.”

In order to counteract the influence of
the British Labour Party, the young Socialists
urgad the Ceylon unions to  maintain
contacts abroad only with *‘genuine working-
class organisations’ and with the “‘revolu-
tionary trade union movement™ in India;
warnings were made against attempts to
ally the Ceylon labour movement to
the I. L. O. and the Socialist Second
International and trade union bureaucrats
*of the English and American type” were
denounced.®

The views of the Ceylonese Socialist
students in London presented a new
departure in ideology for the Cevlon
political and labour movement. While
these students remained abroad, their
agitational activities were confired to student
organisations and foreign nationalist or
Comunist groups. The impact of these ideas
was feltin Ceylon between 1930 and 1933
when all the active members of the Ceylon stu-
dent’s group returned home. On their return
they emphasized the need for a new political
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party with a Socialist basis; this was formed 2
in 1935, but until then the Young Socialists
joined radical Youth League movement
which had already taken root in the country.

THE YOUTH LEAGUE MOVEMENT
IN CEYLON.

Amongst the radical youth who had
studied in Ceylon during ihe twenties, exis-
ting there was great di:saticfaction with the
political organisations and the need for
a new approach to politiczl, social and
economic issues was keenly felt. The
Ceylon National Congress was regarded as
a conservative organisation, dominatcd by
the ““old guard” lezders, who were against
mass political action or any extension of
the franchise. Some of the r:dicals
K. Natesa Aiyar, George and Susan Czldcra
and Valentine Perera had joined
Goonesinha’s Labour Party hoping that
his party would provide a vigorous and
and progressive alternative to the Congress,
but many of them dropped out after
conflicts with Goonesinha.

Attempts were made in the twenties to
form a radical political party when S. W. R.
D. Bandaranaike returned from Oxferd.
His views on economics and politics and
his defiance of the older politicians, m:de
him for a time the hope of the young
Ceylonese. In 1926, the Progressive
Nationalist Party, formed with Bandararaike
as its President, attracted many ycung
nationalists and siudents. The zim of
the party was full self-government for
Ceylon, and by “fostering the spirit of
nationalism’’ to widen the scope of political
agication which had “‘hitherto becen the
monopoly of a few”® This attempt to
unite the existing radical forces failed
and Bandaranaike continued his political
carcer inthe Ceylon Naticnal Congress. The
existing dissaticfaction with Goonesinha’s
one man leadership of the trade union
movement resultcd in efforts to break his
control over labour. In 1927, Bandaranaike
contested and defeated Gceonesinha at a
Municipal Council election.



-, and

. There wis a heightened interest in politics
- "inC:ylon with the arrival of the Donoughmo-
re Commissioners in 1927, when issues such
as tag degres of self-governmant for Ceylon
the extension of the franchise were
hotly debited. The politically conscious
youth, who had no faith in the Ceylon
National Congress, or the Ceylon Labour
Party, bzgan to group themselves into Youth
L=agues in order to protest against the new
Constitution. The first Youth League
was formed in Jaffna (led by Handy
Perimpanayagam and C. Balasingham)
and active Youth Leagues Sprang up in
Colombo and elseWhere In 1931, the
Youth Leagues came together to form
Youth Congress which had Aelian Pereira,
(@ lawyer) as its President and Valentine
Perera and George Caldera, (also lawyers
and former members of the Labour Party)
as Secretaries.

ANTI-IMPERIALISM.

An important source of inspiration of
the Youth League movement came from
the militant section of the Indian National
movement. In India, by the late twenties,
the Socialists had formed a group within
the Indian National Congress, and in 1931
Left-wing members of Congress, Jawa-
harlal Nehru and Kamaladevi Chattopa-
dyaya, who were visiting  Ceylon,
addressed a meeting of the Youth Congress.
Links with India were also maintzined
through personal contacts by some Youth
League members who travelled to India
frequently.

The political outlook of the Youth
Lzagues can bz divided into two phases.
Tae pucely nationalist, anti-imperialist phase
w.aen ths Lzaguss concentrated on agitating
for political inlependence for Ceylon, and
the second phase when the Socialist stufents
who returned to Ceylon during the depression
Years gave the Youth Leagues a Socialist
orieatation and directed them to an interest
in economic issues.

In the earlier phase, the activities of the
Youth Leagues were dominated by political
quastions connected with the Donoughmore
Constitution. In May, 1931, a resolution
was moved by Stanley de Zoysa that the
youth of C:ylon had completely lost faith
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in British rule which was
incalculable detriment to the social eco neIkic,
political and cultural life of the pecple”
and that an intensive campaign be launched
for the immediate attainment of Swirgj.
At the Youth Congress in December, 1931,
Valentine Perera called for *“Cownright
unadulterated independence”, and steted
thatno halfway measures would be accepla-
ble. The Donoughmore Constitution was
also described as “a setbzck in the rolitical
history of Ceylon” znd *‘a flagrant invesicn
of our cherished rights calculzted to weund
our national self-respect.”’10

“fraught with

The Youth Leagues also launched several
boycott campaigns. Influenced by the
methcds of the Indian National mcvement,
the Youth Leagues called fer a boycctt of
the general elections (held in June 1931)
48 a protest against the mew constituticn.
On election day, Youth League members
demonstrated with placards ncar polling
Stations, urging people not to vcte. The
boycott was only successful in Jeflre, mainly
because the Tamil populiticn led tkcir
own special grievances agzinst the constitu-
tion. There was also a campzign by the
Youth Leagues to boycott fereign goecs -
especially rice, liqucr, clcth ana tc boeco -
and Ceylonese were urged to join  the
Swadeshi movement launched by the Ycuth
Leagues to encourage loczl prccucts. The
Colombo Scuth Youth League opened a
Swadeshi Co-orerative store which cnly
sold local prcducts. Terence e Zylva,
one of the most active members of the
Youth movement, declarcd that as Ceylen
was “‘held in bondage by militery fcree
and repression”, the cnly wczpcn the
Ceylonese cculd use wzs the boyectt of
foreign gocds and the fostering of neticnal
industries. Anothcr boycott spentoied by
the Youth Leagues was the King's
birthday celeb.ations, on the grcunc ihat
such occasions fostered a *‘le ment: ble foim
of slave mentzlity”” and were bcurd 1o be
regarded as a “willing acquiscence to be
governed and contrclled by Great Britzin.”3

The Youth Leagues were also critical of
the country’s educction system which
according to Terence De Zylva, (the fcuncer
or Kolonpawa Vidyalays) was ““in the
hands of Empire builders who hed used itas
a political weapon™. At the Youth Ccngress



Sessions in 1931, C. C. Sabaratnam proposed
and Terenze de Zylva seconded a resolution
that the existing system of education was
mjucions to Ceylon’s “political, cultural
and economic well b:iag™ and urged that a
nitioasl system of eaucition in swabaisha
b: implzmznied.2

Ia th: abiznze of a broad nationalist
movem:nt 12d by th: national bourgeoisie,
a sm.ll group of radicals in the Youth
Lzagizs became the vanguard of the
nitioaalist myvement curing this period.

ECONOMIC ISSUES AND SOCIALISM.

Ia 1931, N:hru, in addressing the Youth
Coagess, h:d em>shzsised the inzcequacy
of aitionalism alone without an u1lerstand
inz ot the working of capitzlism. At that
tim: Lef-wing in the Conzress Party b:lieved
tait politic:l infependence would be of
little  vilus without revolutionary social
c1n3:zs; Nehru advised the Youth League
m2moers to consider how national freedom
would afiect the misscs in the country and
to try io u ferstand the nature of Inperizlism
anl capitalism. “How will you free the
mzn, women and children of Ceylon?
Fee:dom is worth striving for, but you
m st see how it affects the bottom cdog in
you: couatry.” At the same meeting
Kimiladevi  Chattopadyaya spoke of
Gnlhi’s campaign of civil disobzdience
ia 123), anl said that it was “‘not only
Im)erialist violence that Gandhi was up
agaiast, but also the violence of the
capitalists wiro exploited the poor.”!?

As a result of thz trade depression and
thz prevailiag high rates of vasm>sloyment,
econmic problems were frequently highligh-
ted by taz Youth Leigus movement. For
examlz in Januiry 1932, Terence de Zylva
declared that the aim of Ceylon youth

shuld iaclude “freedom from the valgar

pode of walth and the monopoly of the
n:c:ssaries of | fe by s:li-seeking ciptalists”,
and be cilled on the youth to libzrate thel
Couatry*‘rrom alien dominationand economic!
exploitation.”’!4 In My, 1932, the monthly,
journal Young Ceylon, publsicd by Youth
Lzagaz membors, ceclared that its aims
ware complste iacdcpendence, econcmic
stabllity and nation:1 sclvency. In 1932,
tae Colombo Scuth Ycuth League issucd a
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pamphlet entitled The Present Economic
Crisis which aimzd at showing that political
and economic freedom were “‘inextricably
bound up in each other”. This pamphlet
referred to British economic interests in’
the country as “‘a constant drain cf the
couniry’s we:lth’® and it condemncd the
system of Impericl Preference as ““dis: strous
to the economic stability of the island”.
The Youth Leagues called for a mcre
equitable distribation of wealth, to be
obtaincd through “‘the re-organizition cf
tarifis, taxationand finance.” It is sign ficant
that in 1932, Soci_lism was not one f the
slogans that was openly used, and the equal
cistribation of wealth was rdvoectad
through financicl reform and not by m:ans
of revelutionary change in the socic1 crder.
But it must be noted that a few of the Youth
League members in Ceylon (notably Te:ence
de Zylva and Sucan Calder:) had elre:dy
shown interest in Socizlist ideas.

However, by the latter half of 1932 and
in 1932, there were significant changes in
the politics of the Youth Leagues, when
the Sociclist stucents, who had studied
abroed, returned to Ceylon and became
lezders of the Youth League movement.
For the first time in Ceylon Commun’sm
and the experiences cf the U. 8. S. R..
reccived favourzble comment. In S:ptember
1932, Dr. Cclvia R. cde Silve, who hzd
joined the Colombo South Youth League,
wrote an artic'e in Young Ceylon proclziming
Communism zs the new ideology to b2
fcllowed. In the same jourral, Rcbin
Rutnam, anoth:r member of the Ycuth
League (wio h.d stud ed in Canad: ) crgued
thzt the necd for economic plannirg was
“the most significant lcsson the oltside
world (was) learning from the gre:t sceal
experiment in Russia”, and he florccest
that the youth ¢f Ceylon hzd a greet
opportunity to create ““a new socizl orcer”.
The pages of the Young Ceylon fmm’the
latter half of 1932 onwards, contzined
references to Lenin.'s

In the years prececding the formstion of
the Lanka Szma Sam: ja Porty the Youth
League movement m:ade its jafluence
felt in sever:1 ways. The Youth Leagucs,
under new Social.st leacership, turred the
Anti-Poppy Day campeign in to a plktfcrm
for anti-imperialist propaganda against the



British; during the Malaria epidemic of
1934, the Socialists pliyed an active part
in t: relief of distress; in 1933 they led a
strice and gain>d valuable experence in
tride unrion agitation, and from 1931 to
1235, tarouzy thazic first representitive in
th: Stitz Couacil, the young Soci lists
eatzred the field of parliamentzry politics.

THE SURIYA MAL MOVEMENT, ¢

1931-1933.

One of the issues that brought the Youth'
Leagies to ths forefront of nationalist
pelitical activity wos the Aati-Poppy Day
campaign, which had its baginnings among
a goup of radical students in 1926, was
cireied on by the Caylon ex-S:rvicemen’s
Ascociation and ths Youth Leagues in
1931, and was givea a distinct militant
anti-British appeal when the Colombo
Cemral Youth Leagus took over the
movement in 19332.

Remembrance Day on November lith
us:d to bz observed in the twent'es with
a get deal of fervour by govarnment
offizi_Is and the B:itish residents. On that
day, Poppies were sold by enthusiastic
orzarnizers and there was a re-affirming of
faith ia the Empire by means of military
prrades, church services and banquets held
with great pomp and ceremony. The
jirgoistic annual Poppy Day displays caused
re entment amcng some cof the young
Czylonze nationalists who cr'tizised Ceylon’s
contribution to the Pcppy Fund which
was one of the largest in th: Empire.

In 1926, A. W. H. Abeysundera, a law
sta 'ent complained in a letter to the press
that though Ceylon was a poor country,
vast sums of money, disp-oportionate to
her revenue, were being sent out of the
country in the form of Popav Day collections,
and that only an insizaficant port'on of
tiat money went towards helping Ceylonese
ex-servicemen. This letter aroused the
in‘erest of a group of young Ceylonese who
called them-elves the Cosmopolitan Crew
(Harry Gunewardenz, James Rutnam, D.N.
W. d=2 Siva, C. Poaaambalam, Valentine
Perera who in 1925, organizad a public
mzetiazz and demonstration to protest
agiinst Poppy Duay. These young men
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were nationalists some of whom had been
assocatcd with A. E. Goonesinha’s lab. ur
activities, and were to bzcome active men:bcrs
of the Youth Leagues.

In 1931, a more positive step agrinst the
Poppy Day collection was tzken when
the Ceylon ex-Servicemen’s Asccciztion
whose President, Aclian Percira, was also
the Presicent ¢f tke Youth Ccngers and
an ex-cerviceman himself, lturcted 2 rivel
fund called after a loczl flcwer, ‘the Suriya
MV, in order to collect money fcr Ceyle nese
ex-soldiers and for local cherities. Pereira
said that there were many Ccylorese
servicemen who were disebled, Ccestitute
and in urgent need of help; “‘thcre is an
idea’® he wrote, “that it is dirty and meen
to sell the Suriya flower on Armistice Day”,
but he explained thzt th's rarticular day
was chosen as it h~d special significerce 1o
all servicemen.!'®* The Youth Lezgues tcck
up the Siriva M:l campzign with great
enthusiasm and made the occasion into an
anti Britich demonstration

The sale of the rivz]l flower cn Pcppy Dey,
1931, crected a gre-t interest in Colembo
and cther towns. There were blisk rales
espec’ally in the working-c'ass arers cf
Colombo where there were more Suriya
flowers than yjoppies, &nd it was
reportcd thet pcdestriens in Colerrbo
“showed prcfeaence fer the Sutiya M:l,
bt most cars h~d roppries”. The leidirg
Chr'sti/n schocls ¢f Colcmbo refued to
let the Si-iya M~1scl'e s enter their premises,
and zome B itish business firms werned
their employees againit wecring a Suriya
flower to work.!?

The Ceylon ex-Servicemen’s As-ccirtion
which had sponsorcd tle Suriya Mzl was
alarmed by the poltical cheracter cf the
campaign and by the oprositon thst it
aroused, and in 1932, the Aszoci. t'on cecided
to discontinue the mcvement. This was
the opportunily for the Socizl'sts ard in
1933, the Colombo Centrzl Ycuth Lezgue
tcok over the Suiya M:l campaign and
elected a Commi't ce for this purpcse whese
president was Mrs. 8. A, Wick-emasinghe
(nee Doreen Young), the Princip: 1¢f Anenca
Balika Vidyalaya. This Committce inch ced
many of the Socialists who hzd come back



ridical m:mY:es of th: Youth Leaguss!
Taz movemont also attracted man

other nitiomilists including S. W. R. D
Bindaraniike who was in charge of the
Suciya Ml fuads and Wilmot Perera, at
waidse sc1yol (S Pules ia Horana), the
Sidiya Mil ananl moestings were held. It
should also b2 moantioned that several
youagz persont were drawn into political
activity throuzh participation in the Suriya
Ml movemsnt. The money collected was
used for the educction of a child of a
‘dep-essed’ community and for the publication
ofliterature. Th: Aninda Balika Principal’s
house b:cams the headquarters of the
movement and each vear hundreds of
yellow Siuriya flowers were made by the
eathrrsiastic staff, who included Helen de
Alwis, Eva de M:l, Violet Gamage, Lilian
Bandaranayake and Winifred Silva.

to C:ylon from abroad, and also the mosj

Thz Suriya Mal, which had originated
as a camMiga for ex-S:rvicemsn, dropped
any reference to Ceylon disabled soldiers
anl took on an ovzn political and anti-
British character, Thais led to a great deal
of an32r and resentmant on the part of the
authorities, the British resilents in Ceylon,
and certain n:Wspap:rs, The naw organisers
of the Sidiya Ml ware aczused of a “lack
of d=zeat ssasibility”, and ths campaign was
cillel a “‘crude political move utterly in
bad taste.”1®

Several new pol'tical slogans were
introducad into the Suriya Mal campaign by
the Youth Leagues. In 1933, Leslie
Goonewardena wrote, “we have yet to be
shown that Britain fought for us during the
war or that she has disinterestecly done
anything for us in peace. the purchase of
the Poppy in Cevlon is only too often an
exnression of blind admiration for the
mighty British Empire,” Terence de Zylva
declared that the movement was “‘definitcly
anti-war’® and that they should prevent
money going out of the country “to help
the British Empire to wage wars for the
purpose of partitioning the world”. For
th: first tims a Socialist slogan was used
in the campaign when de Zylva in 1932,
ended an article on “‘Suriya or Poppy”
with an appeal to ““Unite in this battle to
establish a Socialist, Democratic Ceylon.’*!?

20

TRADE UNION ACTIVITY

In the years b:fore the founding of the
L. 8. S. P. the Youth Leaguers also gained .
experience of trade union agitation when "
they took over the leadership of a strike at
the Wellawztte Spinning and Weaving Mills
in 1933, This was a turning point in the
working class history of Ceylon becavse the
the Labour Union led by A. E. Goonesinha,
which hid abandoned its radical policy
after the onset of the deprescion,
was effectively challenged in the trace
union field by the militant elements cf the
Youth L=agues.

The Indian-owned Wellawztte Spinning
and Weiving Mills (establ'shed in 1890)
was the largest textile mill in Ceylon employ
ing 1,400 skilled and semi-skilled workers.
In 1922, 1926 and 1929, under Geonesinha’s
lexdership there had been strikes at the
mills. In February, 1933, 25 a result of
the economic depression and the increaced
comvetition of Japanese textiles on the
market, the management announced a
reduction in wages. This led to a strike
of the entire labour force,instigated,accorcing
ing to the management, by “‘vetatan
ringleaders’® among the workers. The
strikers sent a petition to the Minister of
Labour and appealed to Goonesinba to
intervene on their behalf. To the surp:ise
of the workers, Goonesinha zdvisecd them
to return to wcrk on the grounds that
striking without giving the required notice
was a breach of the Collective Agreement
between the union and the Employers
Federation, and also because the Labour
Union membership of the majority of the
strikers had lapsed.

The strikers then appealed for suppert
to a lawyer (H. Sri Nissanka, a Youth Lezgue
membzr) wWho lived opposite the Mills; he
advised them to put their case to Dr. Cclvin
R. de Silva, who had recenily returncd
from Britain. D¢ Silva and cother members
of the Colombo South Youth League tcok
up the question, and on February 23rd, at
a mass meeting of the workers,the Wellawatte
Mill Workers Union wzs formed with de
Silva as President and two active Youth
League members (Vernon Gunasekera and
J. W. Senanayake) as Secreteries. Philip
Gunawardena, N. M. Perera, S. A. Wickrema
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singhe, Robart Gunawardena, Susan Caldera
and several militant workers including
Appanamy, Kattan and Ramiah helped in
orginizing th: strikers, spoke at mass
m::tfi‘ngs, collected funds and distributed
relief.

During the strike-which lasted two months-
A. E. Goonesinha’saim was to prevent
recognition bzing given by cither employers
or government to the new Union. The
Munager of the Mills refused to openne-
gotiations with the newly formed Wellawatte
Workers’ Uaion, and said that he was
only prepared to accept Gconesinha as
the accreditad representative of the workers.
Goonesinha denounced the Youth League
as a political organization which was
mislezding the workers for the “‘sinister
purpose’ of disrunting organized labour.
in tolerating the ‘‘scandalous interference’
of thz Youth L2agu: in the strike, Gooncsinha
sail the Controller of Labour wes, “‘encourag
inz anarchism.” The new Union lezders
were also accused by Goonesinha of having
“imbibed fantastic ‘deas from Russia and
America” and of -¢king to introduce”
aggressive methods ato the life of the
labourers in Ceylon.’20

The strike at the Mills was aggravated
by the introduction of communal issues
into the dispute. Because of the composition
of the Mill workers, of whom two-thirds
were Malayalis and omne-third Sinhalese,
Goonesinha was able to stir up anti-Malayali
feeling at a time when communal racial
tensions were strong in Colombo due to
the extensive unemployment during the
depression. The Sccretary of the new
Uiion condemned “‘the mischievous,
ircesponsible activities of Mr. Goonesinha
wid throuza a campaign of vilification,
insults and abuse of a higaly inflammatory
cawacter, is striving to raise interracial
animosity in this dispute.”2! Because the
mijority of the strikers were Malayalis,
thz attempt by Goonesinha to introduce
Sinhalzse ‘blacklegs’ into the mills increased
the tension. Harbour workers were sent
in lorries to the Mills by Ggonesinha,
wio claimed that the purpose was to afiord
protection to the strikers who were willin
to go back to work. The police state
thit Goonesinha “‘by deliberately importin
rowlies” had provoked clashes betwee

Malayalis and Sinhalese, and had brought
about a “most serious state of affairs.’’22

In view of the increase of communal
tension, the Minister of Labour infcimed
the Governor that ‘‘the disturbances which
(had) already arisen and the risks of racial
clashes (were) too substanticl to be set
aside.””23 The government therefcre ceciced
to intervene and appointed a Ccmmission
for the settlement of the dispute uncer the
Industrial Disputes Ordinance of 1931.

This was the first occasion when the
provisions of the Ordinance were uscd in
the conciliation of a trace dispute. The
Commission in its Report reprimanced
the workers for striking without first trying
to negotiate  with the management,
and Goonesinha’s efforts to persuzce the
men to return to work were cdeccribed as
reasonable. The Commission zgreed that
the Mls needed financial reliet and that
“wages should make a contributicn cf scme
substance towards this relief” but they
recommended a maximum reducticn of
wages by 129, which would be covered
by the fall in the cost of living during the
depression. The demands for a recuction
in the hours of work from 60 to 54 a week
was turned down as impracticeble, as mills
in India were also working a 60 hcur week.
The Commission also stated that the finarcial
difficulties of the time mace it impossible
for them to recommend the other improved
amenities that the workers demanded.24

The report was welccmed by Geonesinha
and a meeting of the Ceylon Labcur Union
was organised to celebrate the cceasion,
at which Goonesinha gave an zcccunt of
all the concessions he had obtzined fcr the
workers in the past years. In contrast,
Colvin R, de Silva the Presicent of the
Wellawzatte Workers Union szid that unlike
Geonesinha, the werkers did not grect the
report with a “‘hallelujah chorus’’ as it was
neither ““fair, just, nor reascnable”. On
the question of wages he said, *“We cannot
accept the principle that wages shculd
invariably vary with the cost of living,
This is based on the utterly unwarrantzble
assumption that the prevailing wage rates
are just.’’2®

The government was concerned at the
appearance of a new militant trzde union



to chillenze Goonesinha’s Labour Union,
whica at tais date h:d b:come acceptable
to bouti taz goveram:nt and the employers.
Ta: Coateoller of Libour reported that the
M n:ger cf the Mills was “in a very
emDb irrassing position for we do not seem
to b: dealing with a trace union, but a
political budy.’*26
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THE MALARIA EPIDEMIC - 1934,

Ia commnon with th: labour leacers of
previou: decades, the leaders of the labour
movzm:nt of thz thirties were also involved
in relizf activity among the misses which
brouzat tizm into direct contact with the
poobl:m; of poverty and disease. The
Taz mularia epidemic cam: afier two seasons
of szvare drouzit and failure of crops, and
aczording to an offizial report “‘found ready
victim; am)nga poputlition already debilitate
b; lick of rfood owing to the economic
depression. Tae offiziil estimate was that
int1:arz10f C:ylon afiected by the epicemic,
wazre the popdalation was 3 million (out of
the islind’s total of 5 1/2 million) there
were 1 1/2 million cases of malaria by April
1935, aad over 10),000 deaths bztween
Szptembar 1934 and December 1935, 27

The severity of the epidemic caused
con itions of famine in somz districts of
Czylon, and government and private
orginiz tions weie active in organizing
relief of distress in th= worst stricken areas.
Ta: goveram:nt appointed a Commissioner
for R:li:f, voted hilf a million runzes to
deal w.th thz epidemic, and opzned a M :laria
R:lief Fuad to waica a lakh was subscoibzd.
Taz monzy was used for distribating food,
clothiag and m:dicine, and organizing
relief work. Voluiteers from  various
orzinizitions h:lpzd in collecting supplies
and m:king house to house visits distributing
mecicine and food.

In ths Kegille district the Suriya Ml
movemsznt was very active in provicing
relief. A dispensary was opened and Dx:. S.
A. Wickcemasinghe. D, Culvin R. de Silva,
Hirry, Pailip and Rob:rt Gunawardena,
D:. N. M. Parera, Rcbin Rutnam, Dr.
M.y Runam, S.lina Pieris and some
teacacrs of Aaancda Balike, worked in the
area for many monthc. Tne house cf Bo-
ralugeca Ralahamy (Pailip Gunawardena’s
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father) was the center for the Suriya Mal
workers in that area. The Commi sicner
of Relief in his report statec that “intclligent
and systemztic voluntery wcrkers weie the
most efficient” and made mention ¢f “‘the
admirable service” rencered by the Suriya
M.l workers.28

The devastation caused by the Malaria
epidemic was blamed by the Youth League
and the Suriya M1l workers on the epathy
of the administretion. The epicemic
which was referred to as one of the “‘greatest
nationzl disasters,” was held to be *‘the ci-
rect result of the cillousnessand indifference
of the State.”” The Legislature was accused
of a total neglect of the peasantry during
the critical years of cepressicn, drcught
and epidemic, and the Ceylon National
Congress was criticised for failing te put
forward a policy ‘“for the regenersticn of
the villages and the improvemsznt cf the
peasantry”’. The leacer of the S¢zte Council,
D. B, Juyatilaka, who was reported to have
said that the malaria epXemic was due to
the past sins of the people, came uncer
fierce attack by the sung Socialists, He
was acused of a .cing *‘the pcliticel
implications =f the mezlaria epidemic” by
“playing on the credulity of the ignorent
and the superstitious”, and of using the
taxpayers money to cclebrate the Royzl
Jubllee in 1935, “*while the country was
b:ing reduced to a graveyard”.2® Cclvin
R. de Slva alleged that while thousands
were dying of hunger and malaria, ““the sc-
called national leaders had b:en entertzining
Royal Dukes, celebrating Royal jublees,
huating for knighthocds, relieving the rich
of their responsibility by repesling cstite
duty, and lightening the taxes paid by loreign
exploiters”.3® The Ceylon Labour Party
was also blamed by the Youth Leagues for
failing in its “‘spacial responsibility”® cf
rousing public opinion ““to a consciousness
of the needs of the pcor and wcrking
classes’’. The enthusiocsm of the Party,
it was stated, had bzen exhausted by “the
craze for politiczl heroics”” and it was “mcre
concerned with exploiting the labourer
than improving his condition.’"3!

The Young Ceylon described the werk
of the Suriya Mal movement during the
epicemic as a remzarkable effcrt by ecuccted
young men and women who hed given a
new meaning to the idea of relief. In a report
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,made by the Suriya Mal Malaria Relief
“Commitice, the political importance of
taiz work was emphasised. The Report
stated that “‘the medical and material aid
we rendered was nothing compared to the
moral valuz of the contact’’ batween peasants
and the Suriya Mal workers:

Not until now did we really begin to understand
and appreciate the full implications of a crudza
feudalism,and the nature and extent of the oppression,

misery, want and moral degradation that could
prevail within such a system... our sympathetic
treatment of the villager as our equal was a revelation
to him, accustomed as he was to be bossed, abused,
and treated like a dog by his so-called social superiors.

The young Socialists, who launched
the attack  on the Ceylon National
Congress and the Ceylon Labour Party
for their failure to tackle the urgent problem
of economic and social reform, became
more than ever aware of the need in the
country for a Socialist political party.

AGITATION THROUGH THE STATE
COUNCIL

In the years preceeding the formation of
the L. S. S. P. ths Socialists also had their
first experience of parliamentary politics.
Although a section of the Youth League
movem:nt had bzen against contesting the
elactions, another group bzlieved that the
State Council would bz a valuable forum
for agitation and propaganda,with the added
advantage of parliamentary immunity. From
1931 until 1936, D¢, S. A. Wickremasinghe
who had b-en active in the Suriya Mal
campaign, Malaria relief work and in the
Wellawatte strike, was the Member of
the S:iate Council for Morawaka. In the
State Council Wickremasinghe kept up a
vigorous attack on the British colonial go-
vernmsnt and on the political and economic
policy of Csylonese Board of Ministers,
and used every occasion to highlight the
problems facing the masses during these
years of economic depression. He criticised
the m:dical and social service facilities and
made an important dissenting report on
the Commission on child servants. He
opposed wasteful expenditure on Royal
visits and on the occasion of the King’s
Jubilee in 1935, he moved an amendment to
the m>ssage of loyalty which stated, “The
condition of the masses has not improved
one bit within the 25 years of your Majesty’s

reign.. they are subjected to disa bilities,
harsh legislation and exploitation... snd the
fruits of this negligence and  criminal
incifference of Your Mc:jesty’s advicers has
been garnered in the shape of poveity,
disease and starvation,’3? During the
malaria epidemic, Wickremasinghe consta ntly
exposed the inacequacy of the relief services
and claimed that the lesson of the epicemic
was “‘the need for political emancipation.”’34

In the State Council, Wickremasinghe
also led the campaign of opposition to the
Trade Union Act of 1935. The Cevlon
government had tried to pass repressive
legislation to control trade unions in 1929,
but this had bzen rejected by Lord Passfield
(Sidney Webb), the Secretary of State in
the 1929 Labour goverrment, and only
the non-controversial Ordinance to govern
trade disputes was passed in 1931, By
1935 however, when Ceylon wes beginning
to recover from the after effects of the
depression and renewed lzbour activity
was therefore a possibility, the first Ordirance
o regulate trade unions was acopted by
the legislature.

The main provisions of the Trade Unicn
Ordinance of 1935 were the compulsory
registration of all trade unions, regulatiors
concerning ‘contracting in’ by membcrs
with respect to the politiczl fund of a trace
union, cud provision that not more than
half the officicls of a trade union could be
‘outsiders’. The Youth Leagues clzimed
that the geovirnment was trying o
crush the trade union movement, and in
the State Council, S. A. Wickremasinghe
as a member cf the Standing Committee to
discuss the Ordinance, made a dissenting
rider in which he stated.

The Bill is designed to restrict the legitimate
activities of workers to form trade unions, but
does not provide any protection against victimisation
by the employers in a country where there is no
legislation for insurance against unemployment,
sickness, cld age, maternity, accidents and any
other form of social insurance, it is very unwise to
introduce legislation to restrict the formation and
activities of voluntary associations,35

THE FORMATION OF THE L. S. S. P.

The activities of the Youth League
movement in the years before 1935 had
consisted of Socialist inspired, anti-British,
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anti-feudal campaigns for  obtaining
democratic rights. The nationalist agitation
of the Youth Leagues and the Suriya Mal
movement expressed the radical middle
class hostility to British rule. Through
the telief work domne during the Malaria
campaign, the social requirements of the
rural masses and the feudal oppression that
existed in the villages were highlighted,
Daring the sevare economic depressien when
A. E. Goonesinha had abandoned militant
trade unionism, the Youth Leagues led the
struzgle for trade union rights and workers’
demands. In addition they used the State
Council as a place from which all these
political and economic problems could be
aired.

Th: need for & separate political party to
carry on broad political and trade union
agitation was felt, and onDazcember 18th,
1935, the most active members of the Youth
Leagucs founded the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party.?® The new party issued a manifesto
whaich was intended to be a broad programme
of twenty two “‘immediate demands for
day to day agitation and struggle.”” The
manifesto claimed that aims of the party
were the abolition of social and economic
inequality and oppression arising from
difrerences of class, caste, race, creed or
sex and the socialisation of the means
of peoduction distribution and exchange.
However, measures involving socialisation
wzre not included in any of the twenty two
demands which enumerated the legislative
mzisures needed to ameliorate economic
and social conditions in Ceylon.

On bzhalf of urban workers the manifesto
called for minimum wages, unemployment
insurance and relief, an eight hour day,
factory legislation, slum clearance, cheaper
housing and the abolition of compulsory
registration for trade unions. Relief for
the peasantry was urged in the form of free
pasture lands, seed paddy free of interest
and the abolition of irrigation rates and
forest laws relating to the removal of
brushwood. In the interests of children,
demands were made for free school books,
free meals, free milk and the abolition of
child labour. On economic questions the
manifesto advocated higher income tax,
estate duty, the abolition of Imperial
preference on the Japanese quota and the

abolition of indirect texation which affected,
goods consumed by ihe poor. The manifesto
also recommended the use of swabasha 11
the lower courts, police stations, government
depariments.??.

This was a programme of minimum
demands intended to popularise the new
party among a wide secticn of the population.
None of the demands czlled for revelutionary
change, and the party at its formation did
not intend to establish itself as a Marxist
party. Even organisationally the party was
not a tightly knit revolutionary party with a
restricted membership. The L. 8. 8. P.
membership was open io anyone Who
sffirmed that he was a Socialist and agreed
with the aims of the party.

The decision - 18 years after the October
Revolution - to form the L. S. 5. P, as a
broacd-based radical party instead of a
strictly Marxist party was influenced by
the absence in Ceylon of a militant netionalist
movement led by the national bourgeoisie.
The need of the day was felt to be the
establishment of a party which could include
radical nationalists and Sccialists and
which could give a Socialist direction
to the struggle for political freedom and
democratic rights.3s,

FOOTNQTES

1 am very grateful to Mr. Hector Abhayawardena,
Mr. Philip Gunewardena, Mr. James T. Rutnam,
Mrs Doreen Wickremasinghe and Dr. S. A.
Wickremasinghe for their helpfu comments on
this article.

1. The term ‘plantation capitalism’ has beenl
expresly ussd because there isa view that plan-
tations were not a completely capitalist mode of
produciion.

2. Resolutions of the General Council. December
1927, and of the Executive Committee, 1931 of
the League Against Imperialism. (Emphasis
added)

3. In 1935 the Comintern declared that Communist
parties had to “reach agreements with the
organisations of the toilers of various political
trends for joint action on a factory, local
district, national and international scale™.
(Resolutions of the 7th World Congress
of the Comintern 1935. At this time the
importance of joint trade union activity was
siressed by George Dimotrov when he said,



“We must base our tactics not on the bahaviour
of individaal leaders of ths Amsterdam unions
no matter what difficulties their bzhaviour
may cause in the class strozgle, but on the
qusstion of where the masses are to be found
and make question of straggle for trade union
unity the central isswe.” (George Dimotrov,
The Working Classes Against Fascism.
Emphasis addzd.)

Philip Gunewardena (born in 1900) was a son
of Boraluzoda Ralahamy who had been
sentenced toc death and reprieved by the British
during thz 1915 Riots. After this episode
Gunawardena was taken from a Christian
school, (Prince of Wales College, Moratuwa)
and sent to Ananda College. The Principal
at the time was a Theosophist, Fritz Kunz, of
Wisconsin University, who was a liberal and
sympathetic to Indian nationalism. Gunewar-
dena also joinzd Wisconsin University where
there were several Marxist teachers including
Scott Nearing & John Commons.

Leslie Goonewardena — (born in 1909} whose
father was a doctor in Panadura, came from a
landowning Westernised family. He went
to St. Thomas' College and to a public
school in Wales. He did the R. Sc. (Economics)
degree at the London School of Economics and
qualified as a Barrister. While in London,
Goonewardena was very active in Left-wing
political groups.

N. M. Perera — (born in 1905) was froma
middle class family and was educated at Ananda
College. e did aPn.D. on the Wiemar Republic
at the London School of Econamics and later
obtained a D, Sc. for a thesis on Parliamentary
Procedure. He was influenced by Professor
Harold Laski.

Colvin R. de Pilva — (born in 1907) was from a
rural middle class family. He was educated
first at 8t. Johns Panadura and later at Royal
College. H-= did a degree and Ph. D at London
University and was called to the Bar. His
thesis was on British rule in Ceylon in the period
before 1833. 1In 1927, de Silva was the Szcretaty
of the Ceylon Students Association. He visited
the Soviet Union in 1931.

8. A. Wickremasinghe — (bern in 1901} was
from a landowning family in South Ceylon.
He was educated at Mahinda College (Galle)
where the Principal was F. L. Woodward a
Liberal and a Theosophist and the Vice--
Principal, F. Gordon Pearce, was a member
of the British Independent Labour Party.
During the 1915 Riots, Wickremasinghe who
was a schoolboy witnessed acts of repression
by British troops. Wickremasinghe qualified
as a doctor in Ceylon and went to Britain
in 1926.In London he was president of the
Ceylon Students Association in 1927.

- Resolution of the General Council of the
League against Imperialism 1927,
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Study of the Report on the Constitation, Ceylon
Students Association, London 1928 .

Philip Gunewardena, Whither Ceylon? (The
Searchlight, 9 November 1931)

ibid.
Ceylon Independent, 6 September 1926 .

The Morning Leader, 18 May and 29 December
1931. The Youth League and (after 1935)
the L. S. S. P. leaders retained their contacts
with India. S. A. Wickremasinghe on his
way back from Britain in 1928 spent two
months in India, where he attended the sessions
of the Indian Trade Union Congress. He re-
visited India frequently. He was in Benares
when the news arrived of Gandhi’s arrest
during the Salt March in 1931 and he
rendered medical aid to the injured after the
police fired on the demonstrators. He also
visited Gandhi in jail and spent some time at
Santiniketan where he met Tagorc in 1933.
Tn 1936 Philip Gunewardena attended the
Indian Trade Union Congress sessions in
Bombay, and in 1937, Colvin R. de Silva,
N. M. Perera and Philip Gunewardena attended
the sessions of the Indian National Congress.

The Searchlight, 13 February 1932 and Morning
Leader 26 May 1931.

Morning Leader, 24 December 1931
Morning Leader, 18 May 1931

The Searchlight. 27 January 1922. ‘Our
Duty® by Terence de Zylva.
Young Ceylon, September 1932, 'The MNeed

for a Planned National Life’ by Robin Rutnam,
In the same issue there was a review of
The Speeches of Lenin in which Lenin was
referred to as ‘“‘the greatest moral force in the
proletarian revolution.”’ In Young Ceylon,
October 1932, there was a review of Lenin’s
*Socialism and War® which wrote of the alert,
resourceful and clear mind of Lenin.™

Timzs of Ceylon, 10 November 1931

Morning Leader, 10 November 1931 and the
Ceylon Independent, 11 November 1931.
(Letter to the Editor.)

1233,

Cevlon Independent, 11 November

Editorial.

See Young Ceylon, October 1933 for Leslic
Goonewardena’s article and The Searchlight,
18 October 1933 for the article by Terence de
Zylva.

Ceylon Labour Department, File T. 15
letter of 15 March 1935; and Ceylon Daily
News, 2 May 1933,
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38,

Ceylon Daily News, 22 March 1933. Letter
to the Editor

Ceylon Labour Department File T. 6. Police
Report 21 March 1933

Ceylon Labour Dzpartment File T. 15. Letter
of 23 March 1933.

ibid. Report of April 1933,
Ceylon Daily News 25 May 1933.
File T. 15 op. cit letter of 14 March 1933.

. Sessional Paper 5 of 1936 p. 17.

ibid. Report of F. C. Gimson. The Report
of the Assistant Governmeznt Agent, Kegalle,
also referred to *‘the most useful work of the
Suriya Mal Society’® in Kegalle and especially
to one of its members, Robin Rutnam,
who “made excellent arrangzmznts for the
distribution of relief and performed very useful
service in a locality which was particularly
badly stricken.” ibid.

Young Ceylon. Dzcembzr 1934, Article on
‘The Epidemic,’ ‘and June 1934, Malaria and
Politics’ by Vernoa Gaazsekera.

Ceylon Independent 23 Dzcember 1935.
Young Ceylon , December 1934.

Young Ceylon, September 1535.

Ceylon Daily News, 8 May 1935,

State Council of Ceylon, Hansard p. 34, Debate
of January 15, 1935,

Labour Department File T . I, Part II.

The founder members of the L. S. 8. P. included
C. Balasingham, GeorgeCaldera,5 13an Caldera
B. J. Fernando, Philip Gunewardena, Robert
Gunewardena, Leslie Goonewardena, Vernon
Gunasekera, Corbett Jayawardena, Jack
Kotelawala. M. G. Mendis, Roy de Mel,N. M
Perera, Selina Perera, Robin Rutnam, J. W
iSenanayake, Colvin R. de Silva, S.A. Wickrema
singhe, Doreen Wickremasinghe, Terence de
Zylva and Stanley de Zoysa.

Young Ceylon, February 1936.

1t appears that the decision to form the L. S. 8. P
as a broad party had no connection with the
Cmmunist International ‘United Front® policy
of the time. However, after the party was formed
the inner group of Marxists (Philip Gunewar-
dena,Robert Gunewardena, LeslieGoonewardena
N. M. Perera and Colvin R. de Silva) who were
influenced hy Left Opposition ideas, began to
take control of the party. Under their influence
by the late thirties® the L. S. S. P, had made a
revolutionary impact in the plantation sector,
and by 1940, the party emerged as a Trotskyist
party. Philip Gunewardena states that the
Communist International made several attempis
to influence the L. 8. §. P. and sent British
and German emissaries to Ceylon in the
thirties for ghis purpose.
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(Continued from Page 8)

fousht back, but was itself convulsed with
intern1] feuling bztwezn the PDP factions.
The PDP leaders, Tarakki, who had come _-
to power in the April 1978 coup, was himself
overthrown by means of a coup d’etat
which brouzht Tarakki’s colleague, Amin, to
power, leading a rival faction to Tarakki’s
in the PDP. Amin decimated his rivals
and sought to consolidate himself by violent
measures against his opponents. But in
the mesantime the insurrection against the
rezims spread and even reached the vicinity
of Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul. Amin’s
regime seemed doomed.

The insurrection had gained strength
from imperialism’s intervention in the situ-
ation, chiefly through Pakistan. There were.
in21csii1,11zimo:lon her  Afghanistan
border, 450,000 refugees, of whom, the
chiel were the ousted land-owning feudalists
and their supporters. The imperialists
armed them, trained them and peid them,
sending them into Afghanistan to organise
and lead an insurrection which now,
backed as it was by imperialism, threatened
the overthrow of the Amin regime and the
restoration of feudal power in Afghanistan.

It was in this situation that Amin himself
was killed in a coup d’etzt, while the Soviet
Union intervened militarily, bringing to
power Bab.ak Karmal, who had been Vice
Premier in the time of Tarakki and who
had fled to the Cechosy lovakia vacder Amin.
1t is in defence of the Government of Baboak
Karmal, thus installed in power, that the
Soviet troops are in action today, against the
imperialis:-feudalist organized insurrection
in Afghanistan. They are in action in the
name of the Karmal Government, but they
are of course, under the control of the
Soviet Union

It is plainly necessary to take into
consiceration the above [acts, especially
the reactionary nature of the imperialist-
organised insurrection, if one is to take a
correct attitude and stand in relation to
the demand that Soviet Union do withdraw
its troops from Afghanistan immediately.
To support that demand teday is to support
the imperialists in their continued efforts

(Continued on Page 43)



MANIFESTO OF THE
LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY

(This is the Manifesto adopted by the
Lanka Sama Samzja Party when it was
founded on 18th December, 1935, Some
of the founder members are menticned in
footnote 36 of the article ““The Background
to the Formation of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party”” written by Dr. Kumari Jayawardena,
which appears in this issue.)

After a hundred and forty years of British
rule the people of Ceylon are faced with
poverty amidst all the material prerequisites
of prosperity, and with disease and recurring
epidemics despite the researches of modern
medical science. We are still attempting
to maintain life with primitive and unproduc-
tive methods of agriculture inan age
characterized by its fruitful application of
science to  agriculture. Illiteracy and
ignorance are widespread with us though
ever fresh fields of knowledge are bcing
conquercd by modern thought. Indeed the
majority of our people are condemned to
work and die in poverty, squalor, ignorance
and disease while a small minority enjoy
the comforts, privileges, leisure and opportuni-
ties which tizir disparate wealth affords them.

There were those that believed that some
radical improvement in the condition of
the people would result from the acquisition
of some semblance of political power by
the Ceylonese. Particularly was it hoped
that the pressure of popular opinion
functioning through a full adult franchise
would operate to that end. The result
has belied the hope.

Four-and-a-half years have now lapsed
since a State Council was elected on a universal
franchise. Limited as are the powers of
the State Council under the Donoughmore
Constitution, our accepted national leaders
have not lacked the opportunity of inflaenc-
ing policy in the interests of our people.
Isntead the apathy of these leaders. in the

face of political crises, their co-operation
in imposing hardship and injustice on the
people, together with their prencunced
antipathy to measures of social zmelioraticn
and even to political struggle, prove
conclusively their readiness to suborcinate
the national interest to perscnal.ascendzncy.

The representatives of popular emancipat-
fon have become the agents of class dominat-
ion. While blow after blcw has been
struck at the standard of living of the
pcor by taxation of necessary feodstuffs
etc..., by Imperial preferences, Japanese
Quotas etc; while the army of unemployed,
hasmounted to stupendous proportions uncs l-
culatcd and unprovided for while over 90.0¢0
have ina few months died of hunger and
preventible malaria, recucing the countrysice
to a graveyard, cur national leaders have
been entertaining Royzl Dukes and celebrat-
ing Royal jubilees at public expense, hunting
for knighthceds and other ‘honcurs’ indulg
ing in the most open forms of family
bandyism and impudent jobberies relieving
the rich of their responsibilities by repealing
the estete duty and lightening the taxes
paid by foreign exploiters.

It is no wonder therefore that 709 of our.
people are existing on the verge of starvation.
There is scarcely a wage ecarner who
has not to support many unemployed
relatives - yet the Government has neither
provided real relief nor even ascertzined
the number requiring such relicf. Half the
children of school-going 2ge have neither
the opportunity nor the mesns to go to
school. OQur figures of infant and maternal
mortality are better only than those of
India. Preventible disease annually takes a
shocking toll of lives. The average span
of life in Ceylon -when not disturbed by
epidemics, has not been officially estimated
but is in the neighbourhood of 27 years as



compared with 53 years of average life per
person born in England.

In short, the history of the last few years
demonstrates that there is no real advantage
to the toiling masses in merely choosing
every four years which members of the
oppressing class should repress them
in council.

NEVER WERE THE NATIONAL LEADERS
OF OUR COUNTRY MORE SATISFIED
WITH THEMSELVES AND WITH THE
ADMINISTRATION THAN NOW; AND NE-
YER WERE THE CONDITIONS OF POVER-
TY, UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISEASE
AMONG OUR PEOPLE MORE DESPERATE
THAN TODAY!

Tais self-satisfaction derives from the
the abicnce of a genuine oppositicn basing
itself oa a coherent body of economic and
political principles. Nothing more clearly
dempnstrates th: urgent need for an orga-
nized political party formulating openly
and boldly the nceds of our people.

It is not enough however merely to voice
the felt demands of our people: it is the
role of a Party to base the struggle for
them on a body of coherent principles,
and it is the function of trus leadership to
take the road to their attainment.

All the world over there is today a
fundamental conflict between two sets of
principles, which may form the basis of
Government policy- they are the principles
of disintegrating capitalism and those of
advancing socialism. Recent history hasamply
memonstrated the inability of capitzlism
to ensure a decent existence to the large maj-
ority of humankind. Inevery country there
is an increasing body of informed copinion
which has become inalienably convinced
that Socialism provides the only practicable
alternative to capitalism, What is more
it is now leing increasingly realized that
Socialism alone can give the universal
opportunity of a full life.

That there is a growing volume of Socialist
opinion in Ceylon has been apparent for
some time, It will therefore be no cause

for surprise that those elements have new
coalesced into the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party.

The primary aim of the 1.5.S. P. is the
establishment of the Socialist Socicty in
Ceylon. The essentizal econcmic basis of
such a society is Socialized prcduction,
distribution and exchange of commedities.
Through socialization alone can the popular
needs be fulfilled.

The struggle for socialization will inevitably
bring to the surface the rezlity of foreign
domination. The fight for popular rights
involves a fight again:st the dominant power.
The dominant power in cur social system is
beld by the capitalist cless, the precominant
section of which are the British exploiters.

Behind the British capitalists stand
the forces of British Impericliom. The
greatest barrier to the establishment of
Socialism in Ceylon is therefore the existence
of Imperizlist rule. Accordingly, for us
the assault on Capitzlism necessitates the
assault on Imperialism by the struggle for
full National Independence.

The only elements in our socicty which
can whole-heartedly and effectively carry
on the struggle against Imperialism are the
toiling masses. They cannct emancipate
themselves without emancipating &l society
from the tyrannies,superstitions and prejudic-
es of class, race, caste, creed and sex which
keep society divided and en:laved.

Thus the need of the hour in our country
is for a common front, of all elements
striving for emancipation, with the batile-
front of socalism which alone can
lead socicety to victery. The victery of sc-

jalism means the political supremacy of the
toiling masses, and there with the abclition
of every form of exploitation oy ¢he consti-
tutional use of the new State Power.

It will be the role of the L.S.S.P. to prepare
the toiling masses for tne exercise of this
power and for a consciousness of their
historic mission for which already they
are being provided, both with the opportunity
and with the power, by the economiC
condition of their very existence.



The FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE of

the L. S. S. P. is the establishment of a
Socialist Society . This necessarily means.

1

immediate

THE SOCIALIZATION OF THE MEANS OF
PRODUCTION DISTRIBUTION AND EX
CHANGE OF COMMODITIES. '

THE ATTAINMENT OF NATIONAL
INDEPENDANCE

THE ABOLITION OF ECONOMIC AND
POLITICAL INEQUALITY AND OPPRESSI-
ON ARISING FROM DIFFERENCES OF
CLASS, RACE, CASTE, CREED AND SEX.

The L.S.S.P. formulates the foollowing
demands on behalf of the

toiling masses.

1.
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10.

11.

12.

14.

15.

16.

Abolition of domestic or industrial
exploitation of child labour.

Free supply of school beoks to children
in primary schools.

Free meals and milk to all children in
primary schools.

Free pasture lands in every
district.

Supply of seed paddy free of interest
to cultivators.

Permanent abolition of irrigation rates.
Abolition of the assignability of Tea
and Rubbsr Coupons.

Abolition of Forest Laws relating to
removal of brushwood and the
transport of timber.

Establishment of unemployment
insurance for all workers.

Provision of work or maintenance for
all in need.

Establishment of a Minimum Wage
so that all workers may maintain a
decent level of life.

rural

Establishment of an 8 hour day for
all workers, : =y
Abolition of the compulsory registra-
tion of Trade Unions.

Factory legislation to ensure decent
working conditions.

Introduction of a Rent Restriction
Act.

Clearance of slums & provision of
better & cheaper housing for workers.
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17.

18.

19,

20.

21,

22.

LABOUR MOVEMENT

Kumari

Use of vernaculars in the lower Courts
of Law and in entries and recorded
statements at Police Stations: and the
extension of this use to all government
departments.

Introduction of a scheme of National
Health Insurance paying;

1. Sick benefits

ii. Old age benefits

iii. Maternity benefits.

Steeper graduation of Income Tax on
the higher incomes

Re-imposition of Estate Duty on
estates of Rs. 25,000/- and over.

Abolition of Imperial Preference and
the Japanese Quota.

rogressive abolition of all indirect
taxation.
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APRIL 1971 - A VAIN
AND

INGLORIOUS

ADVENTURE

by N.M.PERERA

(This article on the 1971 April insurrection
was  writteny; Lit: D: N. M. Perera,
shortly after the event, when he wes the
Minister of Finance in the United Frcnt
Government elected in Mzy 1970)

Already in 1965 or 1965, rumcurs rezched
the leadership of the L.S.S.P, cf clanccstine
classes and lectures being held in various
parts of the couatry. Pariicular mention
was made of the clasces held in the Kotte
area. Purty comrades were asked to ¢ btain
as muca detail:d in‘orm:tion abcut the
speakers and the contents ¢f the spceches
made. It would appcar that most of the
speakers were either misked men or spcke
from b:hind sceeens. Most of these who
attended these classes were young men in
their teens. Tae orgzniscrs of these classes
seem to have acopted cll the mccern
techniques of poopaganda by crecting
a mysterious atmosphere so typical cf
the muimbo-jumnbo of Africen wtchereft
m:n. Taey do, however, excite anc intrigue
the minls of imp.essionable ycung men.
Taey hzlp purvey a sense of seriousness and
a sense of participation, in scemcthing deep
and mysterious.

The Purty no doud mace scme note
about these carryings-cn. In the cu femery
way, pirty m:mbd:rs would have scorncd
these artificial p opaganca ric's ond generzlly
blittled the =lfect ¢ f these tz lk- .Con:equently,
they paid little attention to thece scettercd
classes held in various parts cf the ccuntry.
Tne Purty never for a moment assumed
that tney will catch on. It could not b.leve
that any serious person co 1ld be bimacc zled

by the mystery that they wove rcund their
classes, ;

From the infcrmaticn that was then
availible, a Marxist cliss zn:lysis fcimed
the basis cf thece clastcs end Icctures. By
and large, they fcllowed the pattan <o
familiar to cur P:rty members znd Ycuth
Leaguers. There was a general enzlysis of
capitclist sccicty ¢nd its fzilure to sclve
the prcblems of the present cay worlc.In
adcition, cur infcrmers reported thet these
classes provided a vicicus attzck cn Left
Porty leacers. Character assessinztion wes
the vicious pert of the mzin thcme. On
the instructicns thus imperted the necessity
for the viclent overthrew of the ¢xitting
Government was urged cver and over
again. There wasno con: tructive zltcrn: tive
placed biforelistncrs. There was a vagueress
when it came to spccific prepesels to re-
fashion the new sccicty. It is nct surprising,
therefcre, that the Party 25 a whele cr mest
of its members refused to t: ke these rumc urs
sericuzly. It is nct so much that the Party
memb:rs did not acccpt the existence of
these classes, but that they refuscd to gauge
the extent of the permeation ¢ these clasces.
They refuscd to b.lieve that the people of
this country wculd be so naive 25 to be

carried awzy by such shzllcw reascning.

Our Party must confess  thet we
have shown a gross incapzrcity in  cur
intclligence repcrts. We hive thcwn :n
inability to understand the fizme ¢f mind
cf young pecple and tkeir susc_ptibility to
the allurement ¢f ncw iceas, ccuched in
assimil: ble Icngurgeina concucive : tmc fp-
here. We have feilcd to grasp the degree 1o
which the young minds have been sweyed
by the tawcry shcw and the flipr: nt
indificrence cf capitelist scciely. We fave
failed to realise the frustraticn of helf



educated young men and women especially of
the rural areas for whom the future was cne
long unfulfilled hope. In a matter of fcw
years, thousands and thousands of young
~men and women have been drawn like
moths to a huge foire. And yet as a political
harty, we were ignorant of the depth and
extent of these ramifications. We had a
foretaste of this at the first opening of
parliament in June 1970 in Incepencence
Square when thousands of indisciplined
men and women overwhelmed thar solemn
occasion and reduced it to a farce. Yet,
we refused to heed, the growing impatience
with the old order and the paraphernclia
that accompanied old cercmenics.

If our Intelligence Reports were pcer,
those of thz Pulice were pitifully hopeless.
Taey had no clue about the activities of
th= J.V.P. and of the other organisations
allied to this movement. Such repcrts
as were available from the Pulice were
based on prejudice rather than on cbjective
observations. Tney followed the time
worn pattern of condemning everything
that was red. They showed that the Pclice
high-ups were concerned to defend their
class alignments and, thercfore, Pclice
Reports were tendentious and designed to
sling mu 1 at the Left Parties of the Cozlition,
Prior to the Elections, however, there were
two Raports handed over to the Head of
the last Governmznt, who understancably
enouzl, pigzon-holed and paid no heed
to the warnings contained  therein.
Today wh:n we read them, they disclose a
remirkable perspicacity and insight into
the orginisation and activities of these
in;uceents. A very objective  analysis
of the politics of the component parts of
this movement is brought out in these two
Reports. There are 3 main streams in this
movement.

According to these Reports, the Wije-

eera trend commanded the smallest
contingent., The Dbiggest contingent - was
led by one Sarath Tairanagama under the
aegis of Mrs. Thija Gunawardene. The
third trend was led by Mohideen and a
nund:r of other unknown figures. The
smillest group was Wcjeweera’sthe One Duy.
Ravolution Group, and after the elections
this bacame the largest of the three groups.

32

It set the pace for the other 2 trends. They

bzcame like competing trade union rivals
each trying to show that it was more militant
than the others, and craw in the biggest
following in the process. Strangcly encugh,
the Police seems to have dried up with
these Reports. Whet thcy cdithed cut
subsequent to these Reperts is worse than
dish water.

Either the Police hed no clue as to what
was going on in the ccuntry. Or even if
they did know, they were wary of conveying
the information to the Government.

The occasional public mectings of the
sc-cillcd Jenstha Vimukthi Peremuna did
perheps lull the public znd the pclice into
b.licving thet this wes purdy a Tegitimete
pclitice] Perty cerrying cut ncrmel pelitical
propeganca zgeintt the Gevarment. This
may have hclped to ccneci] the wice net-
werk of uncergrcurd sctivities thet the
J. V. P. concucted in  vericus parts of
the country. Undcubtec ly, we must pay a
tribate to the manner in which this organis-
ation kept these activities sceret until their
plans were almost mature.

This successful undergrcund crgenisaticn
brings out two factcrs. First of ¢ll, the
efficiency with which the uncerground
wortk had been concucted. It shows
the ability to mcbilice ccmpetent Jecel
leaders who were cepeble of carrying cut
the instructions issued frcm the centre.
The whcle movement is highly Cecentre lised.
Each unit had a specificd task. The unit
as such had no contact with or knowlecge
of the other units similarly engaged in
specified tasks. Each was a self-sufficient
anit allotted a definite task. To jucge by
subsequent results each one of them carried
out its tasks fairly efficiently though with
varying degrees of success cue to multifaricus
other circumstances.

The second factor which is note-werthy
in this connection is the remerkable leyelty
that the movement evcked in its members.

The loyelty invclves feith in the justness
of the cause which the members espcused.
Justness must be ccnvinced justiness. Any
vagueness cannct evcke steecfest loye liy.
A romuntic vision of a future cannot sustain



lasting loyalty. The events after the 5th
of April have shown that the members of
the J. V. P. have displayed a dedicated
loyalty which can only bz born of a firm
conviction that the pclicy and programme
of the J. V. P. are both real and realiszble.
Young men and women would not lightly
sacrifice their lives for a cause that was
hopeless. They could burn with an animated
desire to achieve the gozl of a new scciety.
Tiey would not chase after a mere chimera
Tor the plzasure of enlivening a dull life.

It bzhoves us, therefore, to examine the
policy and programme of the Janctha
Vimukthi Peramuna, From the insurgents
themselves, we have statements whick refer
to the 5 lessons that they have bzen tought.
It is possible that the leacers h d somcthing
more, They may have h-d other and more
prcfound considerctions for the meral
regeneration and the materizl re-construct’cn
of Ceylon, bt that which evcked the un-
questioning loy.lty of the thousands of
young men and women Were apparently
these 5 lessons which were crilled = into
them.  Clearly, if the contents of
these 5 lessons were not such as to convince
the followers that they provide a rational
soluticn to the problems they were facing
they would not have moved into acticn
with the devotion that they showed from the
5th of April onwards in various parts of
the Country. ;

On the 14th July, 1970, Wijeweera spoke
at length to an audience of University
students uncer the auspices of the Sccialist
Society of the Vidycdaya University. I
have read his speech carefully, and locked
in vain for any positive economic progremme
or economic pclicy . Apart from being a
rambling attack on left leaders and Ileft
Parties in gzneraland the present Government
and its failure to carry out changes that
the J. V. P. had in mind, there is no
constructive thcught on which the future
of this country can hang. It is significant
that its reference to the U. N. P. and its
activities are fcw and far between, znd
that its animosity is concentrzted cn the
L=ft Parties. One cannot build a country
by the mere denigration of the Communist
Party or the L. S.S. P. It is only fzir to
the followers of the J.V. P. for us to assume

thar their minds were.impregnated by more -
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solid consicerations than a mere diatribe on
the Left Parties. ; e

We must, therefore, construct the pclicy
and programme cof the Janstha Vimukthi
Peramuna from the casual answers proviced
by captured insurgents or from the nofes
set down in exercise books which have
b:zen taken over from fleeing or captured
J. V. P. follcwers. Frcm what we can
gather, the first lesson dealt with the eeccno-
my cf the country. There is an undisguised
oppositicn to the dependence cn fcreign
m-rkets. Tea and Rubber Estztes hove
bzen the b'ne of this country. Our hill
tops have bzen cdenuded, their tcp scil
eroced and the country has been cepercent
on forcign markets for its exisience. Whit
is worce it has led to the lirge-tc: leinflux
cf Indian libcur into this country lezcing
to Indian expansicnitm. The snswer to
this econcmic dcbacle end misfertune is to
uprcot all tea and rubber lands and plent
in their place padcdy and other subsicizry
fcod creps We shall then have a self-
sufficient econcmy.

 To any thinking person, this thesis must
prompt a few questions. A smell country
like Ceylon cannot cbvicusly precuce all
the innumerzble geods that we use and
consume. What big countries like Scviet
Russia, United States of America, China
and even India can achieve alcng the lines
of autarchy no one in his senses will say
Cceylon can achieve. We import buces and
vans, lorries, oil, tyres and tubes, chemicals,
fertilisers, machinery of varicus types fer
industries, various industrial raw materizl
and thousands of other articles urcd by
people as necessary geeds for maintzining
the standard of living to which we have
bien accustcmed. We do not think there
is any one person in this ccuntry who cdces
net u-e come imported article which is escen-
tial for his normal existerce. If we imrcrt
articles that ere prccuzed ebrcsd, we heve
to pey fcr this in geld or by exrcrtirg
articles thet cther countries buy. Of gcld,
we have none. So we must fzll back
upen articles that we can expert end which
other pecple-wish to buy. If we destrcy
all the crops thet can earn the foreign
exchange with which wé can buy articles
necessery for cur consumpticn, then we
must _he_prispared _to. do . withount . these
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articles. We must greadually werk
towards the billock cart age. We
miuit do  without all the amenities

of modern life, We must go back to

Yyirtual primitive  existence., It s
not at all clear wiather the followers
of the J. V. P, have worked out the

logic of the repudiation of the export-
import economy., Wh:ther the so-called
leaders b.lieve this or not it is im-
material. Whaat is materizl, is how much
ths followers have swallowed this thesis
of uprooting tea and rubdar lands,
From some of the answers elicited from
some insurgents, it would appeer that
they have reconcled themcclves to
a decade of hardships. All people cf
this country would have to tighten. their
b:lts and lead a very pcor, monotoncus,
and miserable U'fe for tcn long years. At
the end of wiich everything will bz b.ight
anl cheerful. Prosperity will su'cenly
dawn on this couitry., How this blissful
state will suidenly dawn, no one has b.en
able to enlighten u:. W jewzera himself
ad not deigied to vouchszfe an snswer.
It is very doub:ful whether the overwhclming
m jority of the people of this country
will acczpt this economics of poverty. If
they do not encorse this policy they will be
forcad to fall in line. There is no coubt
in the minds of the Vimukthi membzrs that
they would drageon the p:ople to accept
this new economic policy whether they
like it or not. Clearly, thercfcre, this
woull b: an im9aosed line of action. The
p:ople would bz regimented to carry it
ou. Wiatisenvisagzd here is a dictatorship
of the J. V. P,

Wit surprises us and what is bzyond cur
comprehens on isthe recdiness with wh'ch
u1ler-graduates, gredustes, terchers and
lecturers have accep'el and zcopted this
policy. Sucely, these men are cipable cof
thinking. Oae bagins to woncer ‘whither
edus:tion’. These are some of the bright
lids of our couatry. If they show such
inzptitu'e and incapacity to think, about
th: consequences of the policies that they
are advocating, is it not time for us to re-
moull our educational system, There is
som.taing deep and fundementslly wrong
in the wiole edus-tionzl set-up that we
h vz bien able to breed such shallw minds.
W: have protuzad young men and women
wao are no batter than herds of-cattle that

can he stampeccd into2n cconcmic abyss.
If our higher educat'onal institut’ons like
Universities cen prccuce cnly men of
such low czlibre, a racical re-crganisation

is urgent. .

If the basic econcmic icea is so fatzlly
weak, how can we explain the mesmerised
loyalty that the JVP evoked in their follc wers.
Pople co mnct rush to immclate
themselves for a future cf poverty. There
ts something pathctic in the reaciness of
these young pcople to scerifice their lives.
We have scen slcgars chelked up cn recks,
on hill tops, on w 1l **M therlernd crdeath”.
In the setting cf Ceylon, this is a mcaningless
slogan.

This was a slogen thet enimated the
pecple ¢f Cuba when it was fighting
again-t the crucl dic'eter's] regire oI Betista
and American Impericlsm. We have no
foreign Army «f ccecuretion. We
have a a fice clemcercey. In M-y, 1970,
the people willingly :nd with enthusiasm
voted cown the reprcserntstives of the
capiteI'st clrss in Cevlen #nd enthrened in
their place Mrs. S'rima Bencerenzike end
the United Front Cczl't’c n witha pre gre mme
cleerly setting cut the stcps to be teken
in the first ycars cf its ru'e. A slegen that
is approoricte to a subject ccuntry lke
South Vietnem crnnot have 2ny meening
in Ceylen. Yet by writing and mouthing
these slogens in narrct-like frshicn, the
J. V. P. cisclcses a cpe'ty fer imiteticn
which has hcd discstrcus cencequences for
its felcwers.

From the evirence fcrtheemirg frem rthe
f l'owers cf the J. V. P. who were tcken
into Cus*o’y nc qesticns were permitted
in these classcs. Every momber was to
accept as the tried and tested truth
pronouncemcnts mrce =zt there classes.
However wlld, bizerre c¢r incengrucus
these assert’ons, they ferm the finrl werd.
Any at‘empt to quest’on wculc be treated 25
disloyzlty to the movement #nd the J. V. P.
A qisstioning memb:r wculd be treztec es
a doubting Tnomes and prcsumebly exrelled
from the ranks. Pcinted quetions were
asked from these infurgents why they did
not step to questen the sbsurcity of
udrcoting the wezlth-prccucing tea and
rubb:r lancs., Inveric bly, the rnswer was
we were - satisficd if the movement says so.



The movement, therefore, became the

" repository of the conscience of the members
ofthe 1. V. P. They were content to surrencer
their capacity to think to the movement.
This blind obedience conveys a child like
simplicity. We have returned to the middle
ages when faith alone mattered and thinking
was a sin.

It is said that one of the assertions of
the JVP teachers is the uselessness of learning.
Education was wasteful. It created inertia.
It sappad the will to act. One must confess
there is soms consistency in this. Education
can b: fatal to blind obzdience. Therefore,
burn books and libraries. This is a terrific
indictment of over 25 years of free education
in this couatry. The pearl of great price
deserves a batter reward.

From the records available, the second

lesson  dealt with the subject of
Indian expansionism. It would appear
that the Sinhalese must fight the

tendency of India to expand in to Ceylon
and other neighbours. She
the Indians in the Estates as her fifth
column to overrun this island of ours.
Therefore, this theory of uprooting tea and
rubber is closely linked up with the struggle
against India and her expansionist policy.
All Indian estate labour and indeed all
Indians would be driven out of Ceylon.
It is not clear how this is* to be done.
Presumably, they will be asked to quit
voluntarily. If they do not do so, they
will be bodily bundled out. Since we are
an island, we will have to put them in ships
and sail them across the ocsan. Who
will provide the ships? It is not quite clear.
If India is not willing to accept them, one
would presume that they will be dumped
into the sea and allowed to drown themselves.

It would be clear to even the meanest
intellect that a small country like ours
cannot behave like a great imperialist power
suca as Britain, France or the Uaited States.
We cannot practise genocide and expect
both India and the rest of the world to sit
idly by unconcerned with lakhs of people
being drowned in the sea. We will invite
reprisals from our powerful neighbour and
the rest of the world will applaud its action
as ons of mercy. In the end, we will be
inviting expansionism instead of fighting
expansionism. Then we will be politically

will utilise,
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submerged by India before we can look
around us,

What is this bogey of Indian expansionism?
Is there such a thing? It is true China’s
international political propaganda in order
to justify her border incursions manufactured
this catchy slogan. The rights and wrongs of
China’s behaviour are not at issue here and
now. What is the justification for the
J. V. P. to mouth such slogans in the light
of our recent experience. Have we become
the victims of an Indian  expansionist
movement in recent years, On the contrary
why is the JVP silent about the Sirima-
Shastri Pact which provides for the repatria-
tion of 525.000 persons of Indian origin
who are at the moment, resident in Ceylon.
That Pact far from creating a expansionism
of the Indian population in Ceylon would
see a steady Cepletion of 35,000 annually.
More than hzll the precent population in
Ceylon will return to India to settle cown.
Our firm commitment to absorb is restricted
to 3 lakhs. The balance 1 1/2 lakhs would
be the subject of further negotiztion so that
the theory of expansionism does not bear a
moment’s examination. It is true My,
Dudley Senanayake the previous Piime
Minister succumbed to cajoling and threats
of Mr. Thondaman and his Indian Congress
and failed to implement the pact. On the
other hand, the present GovVernment has
already started sending out a few thousands.
The target is likely to be reached early
next year.

From the two lessons that the insurgents
are supposed to have imbibed we cannot but
concluce that those argumenis can hardly
evoke the kind of devot.on that lezds to a
sacrifice of the lives of followers. As we
have seen, they do not bear a moment’s
examination. They are shzllow, stupid,
impractici.land bordering on the nonsensical.
It is difficult to bilieve that any person
in his senses could have laid down
his lfe for a cause based on such
false notions and misguided concepts. Yet,
the stark fact is that hundreds of young
men and women Were prepared to immolate
themselves for a cause which they
knew to be hopeless. What then is the
explanation of this foolhardy conduct?
The other 3 lessons are nagative lessons.
So far as as we can gather they are directed



at an exposure of the failure of the existing
political Puarties and the Governments
formzd by thzm to solve ths problems of
the masses of this country. This is the

“ 3¢d lesson. The fourth and the fifth lessons
deal with the art of bomb making, how to
stors them, dispose them and endeavour to
teach the military tactics involved in using
tham. Lot us examiaz thase also and endeav-
our to understand wisther the total effect of
thase lessons was sufficient to evoke the
kind of high devotion that was forthcoming
in the insurgent activity of April.

Ths ceiticism of various Governmesnts
from 1943 onwards is not withoutjuistificat-
ion. Parliamant has bzen moving slowly
and cumbersomely. Governments have
genzeally forgotten the promises mde
duaciaz clection timz. Eleciion manifestoes
live bzen more honoured in the breach
than in ths obssrvance. Two problems
stand out in high relief as the great failures
of all Governments in this couatry. Thaese
arz the problems of unemployment and
cost of living. Both are not easy problems
to solve, but there had bzen no indications
of an attempt to solve them by those who
4ssumed the responsibility for their solutions.

These are criticisms that the L.S.S.P.
lias m:de ever sincz 1935. We have forczfally
focussed the attention of the masses in
¢his country on the woeful failure of every
capitalist Government to tackle any one of
tha vital matters which afrect the poor
wzople of this country. It is trus we have
mide some progress, but they have bzen
so slow and spasmodic that the people
are inclined to belittle them and push them
aside as irrelevant. Waen we look back
to the period prior to 1935 and the years
that follow right up to thz 2ad world war
and its termination, we wiao have lived
throuzh those dark days can appreciate
thz difference b:tween now and then.
W remzmber that politically this country
was a British colony in waica the Europzans
had a spzcial place and special privileges.

This was a time when the Governor could
rule as he liked. The Government Agents
were petty kings holding down the p:ople
with the help of the feulal lords called
Rate Maihattayas. This was a time when
the planters in the Estate areas virtually
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raled these areas as so many petty kings.
Very often, th: Governor carried out the
beassts of the Planters” Association. Their
atiempt to deport M:. Bracegirdle demonst-
rated the extent of power that planters wi¢l-
ded in the governments of the country. The
Hexdmen system virtually h:ld people in
thraldom. The languige of the people
was thz subject of ridicule. The politicians
tocok pride in their ablity to speak in the
Eaglish language. Indeed, politics was the
privdege of theelite of the country. Oidinary
folk only watched and applauded or curied
and wept. Politics was something outside
them and al'en to them. This was the
political milieu in which we operated.

Economically, the plight of the country
could be imagined by the devastation that
took place in the Malaria epidemic of
1934-1935. Lakhs of people died vitually
like flies. The great depression of 1922-1930
had reduced the stamina of th: people to a
very low level and the countryside saw whole
families destroyed by the ravages of that
epidemic. Tne stark poverty of all those
except the white rulers and the middle class
beggared description. Tne workers in the
town or country were brimful of joy at the
idea of a job which cirried the privlege
of working for 10 or more hours with no
overtime, with no workmen’s compensation,
with no paid holidays, no sick leave, noma-
teraity benafits and no pension or provident
fund. The very word ‘trade union’ was
synonymous with Communist revolution.
Any worker who joined a trade union Ian
the risk of instant dismissal. It is true that
Mr. Goonesinha had formed some un:ons
but they were manageable unions by the
employer with the help of Mr. Goonesinha
himself. The position was even Wworse In
the plantation areas where the Estate workers
were virtually slaves in the make shift
arrangements called lines. In the villages,
consolidation of big land holdings went on
with the protection of the Headmen, the
Police and the Courts. Since most villagcrs
in the Kandyan areis possessed no title
deeds to their land, the Rate Mahattayas
dispossessed and disposed of the land to
the big companies. And the unskille_d
wage was about 50 to 60 cents a day. Itis
from these dismal surrundings that the

LSSP began.



We have, therefore, travelled a long
way from the colonial past of the 19307,
Undoubtedly, we have still a long way to go.
Much has been ach’eved, but much remains
to bz done. Tt would thercfore, be wrong
as the J. V. P. tried to do to paint a picture
of an enslaved Cey'on under the iron heel
of a Batista as in Cuba prior to the revolution
in that country. There are mzny short
comings. These are not shortcomings dus to
a lack of political independence. These
are shortcomings brought about by two
factors. First of all, the defects and failures
of our own people from the highest to the
lowest and secondly the limitations imposed
by our colonial heritage. Our inablity
or our incapacity or our tardiness in breaking
the economic nexus that binds us to our
colonial past. We continue to b: an import-
export economy. The export of 3 products
provides our life line. We still import ail
our essential commodities. Most of the
commanding heights of the economy are
still in the hands of foreigners. We are yet
the victims of foreign Shipping Conferences.
Due to the shori-sightedness of our own
people, we have failed to utilice to the full
the opportunities offered by our political
indepsndence. We have failed to move at
anacszlerated pace towards the establishment
of socialism which would have ended the
domination of both foreign and local capit-1.
Tae extent to which we have been remiss in
the past could be gauged by the fact that
until 1972 we continued to operate a
Constitution that has been imposed upon
us by the ruling British Parliament.

Wiat is true of the period prior to May
1970 is surely not equally applicable to
the new era that dawned on the 3ist of May
1970. On that day, with the overwhelming
support of the democratic will of the people,
a new Government came into existence.
It is the first Government that came into
being pledged to lead the pcople towards
the goal of socialism. This was achieved
by the exercise of the vote. The people
accepied the pzaczful transformation of
society. Tney accspted with the  full
knowledge of what the Mznifesto solemnly
promised. This Government accepted the
same solemnity and embodied the pledges
so deliberately given in the first Address by
the Governor General to Pailiament. Would
it be unfair to say that here at least was a
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Government moving with c‘.e_,cisgve steps
towards the overthrow of capitalist vested
interests?

The J. V. P. might well be critical ¢f the
slow progress that has yet been made.
It might urge that once power was given
the Government should have established
the dictatorship of the proletariat and
brushed aside all forms of democratic
procedure. Parlament might have been
scrapped and Soviets established with full
power to the working element. An immediate
racdical transformetion of society should
have been effected. This was casier said
than done. There are two flaws in this
line of reasoning. First of 2ll, let it be
emphasized and repeated over and over
again that elections of 1970 gave the power
in the first instance to a radical _betty
bourgeois Party led by a non-revolutionary
Mrs. Bandaranaike. The revolutionary
Parties of the Left were only miner partiers
in this United Front. Any attempt by the
revolutionary elements to overthrow the
democratic process and instal a revolutionary
Government would have been dcomed teo
failure as the JVP failed. Neither the
Armed Forces nor the Police would have
backed such a revolutionary movement.
The masses themsclves even though led
by the more militant trade unions would
not have given that full support which
would have ensured victery for such an
insurrection. The overwhelming mass of
the people had not shed their illusions.

Admittedly, a revolutiopary Party must
lead. It cannot tail behind the peotle,
but it cannot also run too far ahead of _thc
people. The subjective wishes of the leaders
cannot be sub.tituted for the objective
conditions of the people. Lenin has in
unmistakable language set out the conditions
which are a pre-requisite for a succestful
revolution. First of zll, the ruling class
should be so demoralised and weakened as
to be unable to maintain its power. Seconcly
there should not be on alternative class or
section of class ready and willing to aE_Sll_Tilﬁ
power and continue to hold power. Thircly,
there must be a working class Party with 2
leadership that has won the confidence of
the masscs as a whole. In Ceylon, even if
we assume that the United National Party
has been so demoralised after May, 197g



that it no longer had the capacity to continue
its rule, there was still the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party to provide the alternative leacership
and command theallegiance of the vast mass
of people bothurbanand rural. It could
have governed even without the assistance
of the two Left Parties. There were no signs of
any incapacity or inability to wield power
on the part of the leadership of the S.L.F.P,
In this situation, the existence of the LSSP
leadership that commanded the confidence
of the working class in particular and the
masses in general was not sufficient to
create a pre-revolutionary situation that
would lead to a successful revolution.

1t is difficult to believe that the leadership
of the insurrectionary movement was
unaware of these basic tenets of Marx and
Lenin, These leaders show some understand-
ing of the methods of organisation of a
revolutionary Party. The necd for secrecy,
the strict imposition of obedience, the
diffusion of centres of operations and
the anonymity of leadership. All these are
part of the msthodology of a revolutionary
organisation. Can these leaders, therefore,
be said to have been ignorant of the stages
involved in a revolutionary overthrow of
the capitalistclass ?Is itignorance or delibe-
rate folly? Or what is more dastardly the
willing victims of a diabolical plot to restore
the defeated capitalist clique.

We are strengthened in this conclusion
by the strategy of violence that the J. V. P.
has practised. It has worked on the
obsolete and exploded theory of Blanquism
or on the concept of a putsch, They seem
to have worked on the naive belief that the
capture of a few out post Police Stations
would enable them to mobilise the masses
of p:oplebzhind it. It istrue pzople generally
worship power and the masses are likely to
rally behind those that form the stronger
authority in the country. The masses
of people are not so easy to fool. They
worship power in an ultimate sense. It is
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the tested strength that they will obey.
When confronted with the suverior fighting
potential of the Army if the JVP merely
retreats and runs away that would not
redound to the credit of the so-called
revolutionary forces. Far from rallying
round the J.V.P., people are likely to resist
their advance and are likely to cripple
their movement. At the first opportunity
theyare likely to be betrayed to the authorities.
And this is precisely what happencd to the
insurrectionary effort of the J. V. P. which
commenced on the 4th and 5th April, 1971,
On the first onslaught, the insurgents were
driven off from Moneragala. Though
they inflicted some casualties on a small
Police Force that manned Stations, they
were unable to capture the Station, and
were forced to retreat with a number of
wounded of their people. On the 5th and
on the few succeeding days thay were able
to capture half a dozen small police Stations
as a result of the overwhelming numbers
they were able to mobilise. The biggest
successes were at Warakapola, Nechchiyaga-
ma, Maho, Hanwella, Deniyaya and Elpitiya.
The Government took the precaution to
evacuate the lightly manned small out post
Police stations in various parts of the country
and concentrate on strengthening the bigger
and more centrally situated Police Stations.
Although the insurgents made various
attempts to storm the bigger Stations
they never succeeded in getting anywhere
near them. By the time adequate arms
and ammunition had been distributed to
these distant Police Stztions, they found
that they were powerless to stand up to
sunerior firing capacity of these Stations.
After the first few days of imagined glory
and hzllucinztions of victery, it was one
long glorious retreat from every where. Hit
and run methcds were employed in places
like K=galle, Aranayake, Bulathkohuptiya
and Undugoda areas. More concentrated
firing and obstructions were resorted to in
areas like Deniyaya, Kurunegala-Dambulla
Road, the Anuradhzapura district and in the

(Contirued on Page 43)



JANATHA

VIMUKTHI PERAMUNA

What is it? Where is it going?
by VICTOR IVAN PODI ATHULA

1. Desertion of the JVP by Old-timers

The attraction that the contemporary
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna has for the
youth derives largely from the rvelt of
April 1971. Tt is bzcause of this revolt
that the JVP has a reputation for militancy.
The broad masses do not approve of the
revolt. But they feel a respect and sympathy
for it. Whatever be the rights and wrongs
of the revolt, they look upon the young
people concerned as those who were prepared
even to lay down their lives for their
objectives.

Though this may bz the manner in which
the people regard this question, there is
another aspect to it which the people cdo
not see or know. Since, right or wrong,
it is not disputed that these young pecple
were prepared to lay down their lives for
their objectives, they were cecerving of
respect. But the present JVP, though it
fuactions under the very name of the bocy
that organised the revelt, is not tcday a
movement of the estimable people who
risked their lives in that struggle.

Special reasons can be adduced for this.

The twelve member Political Bureau
was the highest body in the JVP organization,
wiich led the April revolt. That this
Political Burcau was not democratically
elected, and that its members were nominated
by Wijeweera at his sole discretion, are not
relevant for us at this moment, What is
relevant is, who were the members of that
Poltical Bureau and how many of them

The following were the 12 members of the
Political Bureau:

1. Nandasiri Wijeweera alias Rohana
W iicweera

Wjesena G. Vithana alias Sanath

W. T. Karunaratne alias Income Tax
Karu

Nimalasiri Jayasinghe alizs Loku
Athula

Anura Kurukulasooriya alias Raniith
Sunanda Deshapriya Alias Asoka
Somasiri Kumanayake

T, D, Silva

J. P. P. Dhanapala

J. Uyangoda alias Mr U

W. T. Cecil Chandra

12, Lakshman Maduwage
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Of these twelve, Sanzth (No 2) is not
alive, and of the rest only Wieweera is ig
the present JVP,

Now let us take a lecok at the szecond
line of leadership, second only to the
Political Bureau. The list is as follows:-

1. H. Milton (District Secretary, Colonbo
Noith)

Wasantha Kanakaratne (District
Secretary, Colombo South)

Osmund Silva (District Secretary,
Colombo Central)

Nimal Maharage (District Secretary,
Kotie)

Sarath Wijesinghe (District Secretary,
Kegzlle)

6. J. Samaratunga (District Secretary,
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7. 1. H., Premasiri (District Sacretary,
Kandy Road)

8. Nissanka Wijewardena (District
Secretary, Amparai)

9. W. H. Jayasinghe alias Anura (District
Szcretary, Anuradhapura)

10. Susil Liyanage (District Secretary,

Polonnaruwa)

11. Susil Wickrema (District Secretary,
Matara)

12. Francis Abeywickrema alias Pantis

Aiyya (District Secretary, Hambantota)

13. I. D. Siripala alias Jagath (District
Secretary, Galle)

14. Nayanananda Wijekulatilake (District
Secretary, Kalutaia)

15. Anura Kurukulascoriya alias Ranjith
(District Secretary, Kandy)

16. Sunanda Deshapriya alias
(District Secretery, Badully)

17. Victor Ivanalias Podi Athula (Secretary,
Trade Union Section)

18. S.V.A. Piyathilake (Secretary, Students
Section)

19. Premasiri Siriwardena (District Secretary
Nuwara Eliya)

Asoka

Of these nineteen, H. Milton, Sarath
Wijesinghe and Susil Wickrema are now
dead. The rest are alive, but none of
of them is in the present JVP or has any
connection with Wijeweera,

Let us take the accused in the main case
into account. The list in oxder is as follows.

S. V. A. Piyathilake

Lionel Bopage alias Laiya

J. Uyangoda alias Mr U

Anura Kurukulasooriya alias Ranjith
Sunanda Deshapriya alias Asoka
Nimalasiri JayasinghzaliasLoku Athula
Victor Ivan alias Podi Athula

Wimal Maharage

Somasiri Kumanayake

10. Wasantha Kanakaratne

11. D. A. Gunasckera

12. T. D. Silva

13. Mandasiri Wijeweera alias Rohana

ORI IAbw-
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16. I, P. P. Dhanapala

16. Sunil Ratnasiri de Silva
17. Viraj Fernando

18. M. M. Wijepala de silva
18, Nihal Ananda Perera
20, S. D. Bandaianaike
21. Osmund de Silva

22, J. P. P. Dhanapala

23. Lakshman Maduwage
24, Susil Siriwarcena

25. Mahinda Wijesekera
26. Kelly Senanayake

27. Themis Silva alias Batapola Athula
28. Alenson Subasinghe

29, Lakshman Chandrasena alias Kalu

Lucky
30. Lakshman Munasinghe alias Podi
Lucky

31. Merril Jayasiri

32, N. Premaratne elias Chukky
33. Wijesena G. Withana alias Sanath
34. Susil Wickrema

35. Sarath Wijesinghe

36. H. Milion

37. W. T. Karunaratne

38. Hewabatage Premapala

39, Nayanananda Wijekulathilzke
40, D. P. Wimalaguna

41. J. E. P. Jayakcdy

Ofthese forty one all but four, viz Wijesena
G. Withana, Susil Wickrema, Sarath
Wij:singhe and H. Milion are alive today.
But only two of them, Lionel Bopage and
Rohana Wijeweera are inthe precent JVP.
Kclly Senanayake was a prominent leader
of the JVP afier 1977, but even he has
left the organizztion recently.

Resides this, what is the position of the
ordinary rank and file memters? Of the
approximately 15,000 memb_rs the JYP had
in April 1971 noveven 5 ¥ remain With
the present JVP.

One of the principal reasons for the
sympathy of people for the JVP lies
in the guzlities af boldness, militancy
and dedication. Butthe people co not
know that the p{;lrgons who displayed those

siities in  that struggle are no
e th the present JVP. The present



JVP also speaks very highly of the bold-
ness and dedication displayed by the youth
in the revoit. They cnly do not mention
that those who dis-played these gualities
are no longer with them.

2. The reasons thet Isd the old guard to
Icave the JVP and how this process
took place

Why did the old guard abandon the JVP
which they h:d built with their swezt and
blocd ? Before answering this qusstion itis
important to find cut why sections of the
youth were atiracted to the JVP. This is
an aspect that has recsived considerable
aitention already, The reasons given by
most persens are similar. poverty,
unemployment, disparities in educational
opportunities,casteoppression, disappointed
hopes are some of the reasons they adduee.
All these reasons are correct. But there is
more to the question. Granted that the
youth were infuriated for those reasons,
why did they rally ronnd Wijewcera? Maost
people (including Moarxists) see it as a
special ability which Wijeweera had (and
has) that the leaders of other political
parties do not possess. But this is not the
truth. The reason is not that Wieweera
was more able than the leaders of other
political parties, but that he was the political
leader wio was most represeniative of this
movemsznt. Tais social force that gathered
around him, consisted of young p:ople
whose education was limited to Sinhala,
wito had racizlist and castist attitudes and
a Sinhala Bu'dhist outiook, The political
leader who most responded to those views,
attitudes and aspirations was Wijeweera.
That is the rezson why the prime of his
youthful following rallied round him. The
next question that arises is thet, if Wijeweera
is the political leader who bzst represented
this social force, how is it that after some
time he was to bz rejectcd by the same
social force. In other words, why did
the social force that rallied round him,
then move awzy from him.

Thare cannot bz any dispute that the
1871 April revolt was the culmination of
a process of activity planned over a long
time by Wijeweera and the youth movement
that had gathercd around him. Even if
the insurrection was  badly defeated
Wijeweera and his followers had no means
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of knowing it before hand. Wijeweera
and his followers were quite confident of
victory in their revolt. But contrary to
their expectotions it was severely defeated.
As a result of this defeat all their hopes and
expectations collepsed to the ground. A
large number died in struggle without
getting any opportunity to learn any lescons
from this experience. Thote who escaped
death were arrested and confined to prisons.

Lzssons that people teke vears to learn
in a period of comparative calm are learnt
in days and hours in a period of crisis. The
life that the priconers who took part in the
revolt led in prison, constituted thetelescop-
ing of an era into a short space of time.
Thaeir very dzfzat compelled them to eaxmine
the causes for the defeat, Though they
called themselves Marxists proviouly, they
did not possess a knowledge of Marxism.
Even those who were keen on rezding Marxist
books, did not nave an opportunity tio
do so, dus to pressure of work., But when
they were in prison, they had ample oppor-
tunity to read books and they also developed
a keen interest in reading. Their thinking
which was at an elementary level due io
scanty reading was completely transformed,
They began to study their facts seriously.
As they studied in depth they understood
the inherant errors in their past politics,
They realised that the sclutions to youth
problems ciould not be found by the youth
alone, and that it was sheer folly to atiempt
to set up a Soccizlist peradice through a
surprise attack reminiscent of a cavalry
charge. On the intcllectual level, in
proportion to this new transformetion,their
ident fication with W jeweera and Wijeweera’s
identification with them, also was completely
shattered. Wijeweera ceased to be a
leader aceeptable to them. The abandon-
ment of the JVP by the old guard is a direct
result of this intellectusl transformaticn.

The resmrrection of the JVP without
the old Guard

3.

The present JVP is amovement that has
divorced itselffromthose who contributed
to the building up of the earlier movement,
and those who participated in the 1971
revolt. Even without the perticipation of
the old guard, the present JVP has become
the strongest youth movement of the
country. How did this happen?
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After the 1971 April revolt, the JVP
re-zntered the political arena only efter
ths last governmznt lifted the emesrgency
imnsliately prior to the 1977 General
_ Election. But, by that time the JVP had
ceased to bz a movemsant that had the
support of the youth who were involved in
thz revolt. Out of the old guard only
W jawzera and a few others were left in
the movement. But they still had the
old namz board of the JVP in their hands.

In the 1977 Ganeral Election the JVP
had carefully selected four seats to
cantest.  Buat all four candidates were

able to gt a total of only 3,441 votes.
Thasir average vote par seat was 860 votes.
All the expansion that took place was afier
the 1977 General Election.

The UNP won a massive electoral victory
in the General Election of 1977. The
Criminal Justice Commission Act of 2lst
October 1971 was repealed and the prisoners
of the 1971 revolt who hzd bzen convicted
under the Act and those who had bzen
convicted of Exchange Control offences
were set free,

By this time a certain sympathy, respect
and curiosity towards the pritoners who
had been incarcerated for nearly seven
years had bzen built up among the broad
masses. LThe masses desired to get to
know thass prisoners and listen to them.
But only Wijaweera and Lionel Bopage
came before the people on public platforms.
The two of them, therefore, became the
cenfral personalities that attracted the
sympathy, respzet and curiosity that prevailed
at ths time. Thousands were drawn to
the public mzetinge all over the couniry
in waich thsse two participated. They
listensd to them with a curiosity full of
sympithy and respect. But the masses
had no clear perception of the roles of
the W jewseras and Bopages. Those who
listenzd to them did not know that both
Wij:weera and Bopage had been contem-
piaously rajeoted by  thousands  of
thair followers and associates. The Old
Guaard that had eft them were not organised
at that tima. If they had organissd them-
selves and launched on activity that was
critical of those two individuals and their
movemant, the situation may have beep
greately different.

Nzvartheless, these two people and the
movement they led under the prestigious
old bannerhavefailzd to make any considera-
ble impact on the adult masses belenging to
the left in the country. But they have
succezded in strongly influencing ycung
people and children as yet lacking in political
uaderstanding. Today the backbene of
this movement is provided by young boys
and girls who infuriated by poverty,
uaemployment, educational inequzlities, caste
oppresiion and frustrated hopes have had
fancigs tickled by the April 1971 revoli,

4. Talsifying history deliberately and for
selfish advantage

In place of genuine  revolutionarics
distinguished by honesty, self-szerifice end
penetrating foresight, a gang of scouncrels
making baseness, cowardice and self-rccking
into a way of life have become the herces
of the younger generation. The so-celled
JVP which theylead now plays a Thermid-
rean role nullifying the political gains of
the April revolt.

These so called heroes hate nothing so
much as their past and their collecagues of
the past. Unlike Stalin, Wijeweera failed
to capture state power. Had he captured
state power his first task wculd have boen
to brutally murder thousands of youth who
were associated with him, in order to ¢rase
everything that recalls the past. Even
though he has a lust for state power, he has
not yet been able to achieve this ambition.
Uader these circumstances all that he has
bzen able to do is to attempt to reduce io
falsehocd and insignificance every memento
of the past, that is likcly to embarass him.
In this respect, the ghosts that heunt
him most are his contemporaries, or else
earliest colleagues who have now abancened
him. All of them have not yet becoms
vocal. But some of them speak out their
minds. He has a very clear understanding
of the grave threat to his position that this
constitutes.In orderto get out of this difficult
situation he maligns all of his contemporaries
as traitors, spies and police agents. “So
and so is a trai‘or, 2 policc agent. There fcre
do not listen to him"’, he tells the prople.

Fven though such accusctions are new to

his politically immaiure followers and the
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common people, they are very familiar to
the Lzftists who have an understanding of
the [atzenationtl Revolutionary movement.
Similar accusations were made by Stalin at
the Moascow Trials in order to exterminate
the roremost leaders of the Octobar Revolut
ion. Now W j:wesra siages bzfore us a
new version of this old and infamous
play of S:alin. But a Kruschev will emerge
from thzir owa midst, however bzlatedly,
to expose the entire truth.

5. The= character of the present JVP

Like the old JVP, the present JVP is
also a political movement of the Youth.
Tae mjority of its political followers ase
youth wao are not in a position to come to
serious political decisions. Even though
they have a barning hatced of the prevailing
social system, they do not have a clear
understanding of the present social system
or thz naw social syitem that should replace
it. Taey call themselves Marxists. But
they do not have a claar uaderstanding of
M .rxism or Murxist organiz.tionalmsthods.
Taey consider waat is red to them by the
leaders of the JYP as the truth, and that
the waole of ths uaiversal truth is contained
within this. W.jzweera has poisoned their
minds agiinst his collaborators in the 1971
revolt and ths older L.ft parties. Thais
poison has gone so deep that they consider
tham as worse enzmies than their former
foes. Tazse young people do not require
deep philosophy, debates and discussions
or democratic organizational methods.
Taey consider them to be valueless and
mozaningless things. The only thing they
desire is action. Tasy hive voluatarily
reduced themselves to the level of a flock of
shzep mozakly following their  cunning
sh:pherd - W jsweera. Tae important
question is where is this shepherd leading
ta: (lock that trails afier him. Do even
those wao exend a hand oi friendship to
thzm have any idea of this?

The JVP is a strange kind of political
party. It is a political party without a
constitution. 1t has never hzld a conference.
All power is concentrated in the hands of
one or two individuals. All publications
are in the hands of Lionel Bopage, W.jewcera
enjoys the sole right of dec'ding policy and
his b.come the Purty Constitution itself. In
the muking of party policy no pressure is
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experienced from below. Its organizational
structure is under dictatorial contrel, ¢ evoid
of any semblance of cemccrrcy. Is the
internal structure of this strange *“peramuna’
a prototype of the future society it intends
to construct.?

(Continued from Page 26)

to restore the feudal regime in Afghanistan
in the interests of containment of Soviet
Power. The task surely is to advance the
revolutionary process in Afghanistan and
to stabilise the regime on a popular bace,
That is the touzh-stone by which we shall
determine our attitude and stand in relation
to developments in Afghanistan.

There are current many speculations
about the future intentions of the Soviet
Union in the area and on the question of
the b.sis on which Soviet - Afghan relations
will ultimately be established. It is unnecessary
to enter into such speculative qusstions
here. The qusstion requiring answer today
concerns the demand that the Soviet Union
do withdraw her troops immediztely from
Afghanistan. Revelutionary Socialists can
not associate themselves with that cemand.

(Continyzd from Page 38)

Uazahi-Elpitiya area. But thsse were all
dying embars of a m:aninzlass putsch.

Scattered and sporadic hit and run
incidents took place through the end of
May, 1971. The remnants of the insurgents
who werelzftafier thousands had surrendered
retreated to the thick jungles. They were
chased by various units of the Army and
were eventually killed or forced to surrencer.
By June, the mid summzr night’s dream
was over. In the process, nearly 2,000
youag and promising m:n and women
had bzen killed. Many thousands more
had bzen maimed and wounded. The
Army and the Police also suffered over
200 killed and wounced. Arart from the
loss of human b:zings, the material loss to
the country could roughly be ¢stimated at
about Rs. 200 million. It was as vain
and as inglorious an adventure. Whatever
disgrace the revolutionary movement not
only of Ceylon but also the world suffcred,
it was a meaningless slaughter of men and a
criminal waste of material resources that
led the country nowhere.
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