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Incident

Countee Culiien

ONCE RIDING I¥ OLD BALTIMORE,
HEART-FILLED, HEAD-FILLED WITH GLEE,
I saw A BavrtiMorean

KEEP LOOKING STRAIGHT AT ME.

Now I was eight and very small,And
he was no whit bigger,And so 1
smiled, but he poked outHis tongue
and called me, nigger.

?

1 saw the whole of Baltimore
From May until December.

Of all the things that happened
thereThat’s all that I remember.

(This poem written in the 19205 was
triggered by a little white boy in Baltimore
insultingly calling another little boy nigger,
and is perhaps the most quoted of Cullen’s
poems.)
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