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Opportunity
JOHN JAMES
INGALLS
(Born December
29,1833; died July
16, 1900)

Master of human destinies am 1.
FFame,love,and fortune on my footsleps wail,
Cities and fields | walk; [ penetrate

Deserts and seas remote,and passing by
Hovel, and mart, and palace, soon or late

[ knock unbidden, once at every gate!

if sleeping, wake if feasting, rise before

I trun away. It is the hour of fate,

And they who follow me reach every state
Mortals desire, and conquer every foe

Save death;but those who doubt or hesitate,
Condemned to failure, penury and woe,
Seck me in vain and vselessly implore
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The Blacksmith

AMADO V. HERNANDEZ*
(1903-1970)

A piece of iron-ore pried

out of the mountain

Yielded to the fire’s caress till it softened,
Then hammered with patience in
asmithshop,

Molded by the smith to his heart’s desire.

In a moment’s lapse a tool emerges;
That ore is now a steel plough;
With all energy the soil’s torn up

To the rhythm of sowing,

to the blessing of rain.

But one day, revolt blazed up!

And the whole country

was a fiery volcano,

And all patriots formed an army

Deep in the struggle’s destructive rage!

Swiftly the old plough glows white-hot
Forged anew with burning edge;

This is the blade that seems to beg
Vengeance for an injured race.

A piece of steel without even a glitter,

- But its value can never be measured—
Forged into a plough: nourisher of all!
Forged into a weapon: anvil of the land!
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Behold the blacksmith solid as steel,
Bearing no pride, humbly quiet
quiet in his corner;

Butin his dirty handsheholds |
Life, liberation, and national selthood.

(*A Philippine poetwho was imprisoned for ﬁghhng
against social injustice)
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