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One of the wisest and best men 1 have known was
one whe in his youth had been a cooly on a colise
plantation in Ceylon. He was moved to take to the
woods, and for three years dwelt alone in the {orests
hetween Matale and Trincomalee, cut off from all
human society, living in the contemplation of nature
and in meditation, water and wild fruits his sustenance.
He was discovered by some way-farers, chased and
captured, and brought into the town where they kept
and tended him till by degrees he returned to the
ways of human society. His was a sweet personality.
Rich and poor, men, womsen and children alike, felt
instinctively drawn to him and found peace and comiort.
He had been all but illiterate in his youth, but after
his experience in the forest was able to hold learned
discussions with pundits and was heard by them with
reverence. He lived all his life a mystic and un;
wearied in good deeds. He seemed to be one who had
qucceedsd in breaking the barrier I spoke of in un-
locking the gate and lelting the great ocean waters
in. Paramaguru Swami passed away in 1904. A shrine
much frequented by worshippers marks the place of
his interment at Alu vihare, near Matale.

From Studies amd Translaticns
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