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THE rumours of war with

The War which the New Year be-
; an seems to have con-
Feelings. siderably abated and the

political atmosphere 15 now
comparatively clear and caim. The
Transvaal crisis may be regarded
as practically over, the burghers hav-
ing disbanded and returned to their
homes, whilst the latest information is
that President Kruger has. accepted the
invitation of the Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain, the Colonial Secretary, to
come over to®ngland to discuss the whole
question of the grievances of the Uitlan-
ders and thegvadvisability of establishing
a scheme of local autonomy for the Rand.
One of the most remarkable phases of this
question has bsen the extraordinary eballi-
tion of feeling excited in England by the
Emperor of Germany’s telegram of con-
gratulation to President Kruger. For
weeks past the English Press has teemed
with what they describe as the black in-
gratitude of the German Emperor, but
even that sore has now become mollified
and as presumably the effect of the cor-

M

respondence which is reported to have
taken place between the Queen and Em-
peror William, the Foreigu Minister of
Germany, has publicly got up in his place
in the Reichstag and removed the respon-
sibility of the telegram from the Emperor’s
shoulders to his own.

THE situation in America is

The Jingo regarded as grave, the sen-
Feeling in timnent in Washington being
Australia. described as overwhelm-

ing by Jingo. The Senate
Committee on Foreign relations has
adopted a resolution - declaring in
substance that the United States Gov-
ernment will vot consent to see any
boundary line upon the American conti-
nent changed in favour of a European
Power, and that it will resist with arms
the entrance of the British upen any land
that may be ceded. The prospect, how-
ever, of a collision between England and
America is regarded as remote, notwith-
standing the mischievous machinations of
the Jingo authors of this resolution.
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HappiLy, the war with
Ashanti is ended. Sir Fran-
cis Scott has occupied Ku-
masi unopposed and there
is universal native rejoicing
at the bloodless victory of the British and
the prospect which it offers «of a resump-
tion of trade and the return of prosperity.

Ashanti.

Tue effect of other compli-
cations abroad has diverted
the public mind from the
Armenian massacres. The
slanghter of some 50,000
Christians, the apostacy under the threat
of instant death of other thousands and
the utter impoverishment of some hun-
dreds of thousands—such 1s the contribu-
tion which his Majesty the Sultan has re-
cently made to the solution of the Arme-
nian question ard such is the preparation
which his Majesty is making preliminary
to the fulfilment of his promise to Lord
Salisbury, on his honour, to carry out the
scheme of reforms.

Armenia,

Mgr, Ebpison’s threats to

vankee  pulverize the British Fleet,

in the event of a war with

Bombost. the United States, with
sundry woncerful electrical

inventions, must have amused Lord
Salisbury considerably, The Premier
is a clever electrical engineer him-

self, and if he does not possess the in-
ventive faculties of Mr. Thomas Alva Edi-
son, he at least knows enough about the
science to appreciate the childish bunkum
of that boastful and sanguine young man.

THE new: Governor of Cey-
lon, the Right Hon, Sir Jos-
eph West Ridgeway, Lady
Ridgeway and Miss Ridge-
way arrived i Colombo on
the afternoon of the 10th inst.,, and
were accorded a  reception which
was hearty and loyal in the ex-
treme, The members of the Executive
Council went on board the P. & O, Rome.
and, on the Governor landing he was pre-
sented with a series of addresses, his
replies to each, in so far as they may be

Sir Joseph
Ridgeway.

. the public weal.

censidered to indicate any lines of general
policy, being regarded as full of promise
for the success of the administration, which
His Excellency has commenced under
such favouring auspices. Ceylon's great
need at the present juncture is to have at
the head of affairs a Statesman who shall
be essentially independent and strong, and
possessed of sufficient force of character
to break through the trammels of conven-
tionality and initiate and carry through a
policy of progress and reform unhindered
by any such miserable consideration of
“ Will it pay?” as distinguished the
latter part of Sir Arthur Havelock's ré-
gime. Sir Joseph Ridgeway comes to
Ceylon, with a very high reputation for
ability, boldness and impartiality and in
his person now centres every loyal aspi-
ration of the inhabitants of this Island.
Lady Ridgeway, we have no doubt, will
not be content with merely filling the
ornamental position of leader of society in
Ceylon, but will employ her great in-
fluence and assoriate her name with those
-worthier movements of culture and hu-
manity which so distinguished her pre

decessor.

Earcy in the month,
“ Young Moratuwa,” by
which happy phrase that
versatile knight, Sir Harry
Dias, hit off the rest-
less progressive  spirit  existing in
Moratuwa honoured the aged President
of their Association, Mr. Francisco de
Mel, by presenting him with a gold medal
in appreciation of his life-long services for
This Association exists
for the common good and it would be well
if other Sinhalese communities were
equally pushing and enterprising. In
this connection the congratulations which
the new Governor expressed to the mem-
bers of the Colombo Municipal Council
on possessing the privilege of local self-
government and his promise to encourage
and develop this policy will be received
with great satisfaction by the native
population of the Island. There is no
reason why the modified form of self-
government, which now exists, should not

Young
Morotuwa,
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be greatly extended and the privileges be
conferred on populous districts as well as
such towns as Colombo, Kandy and

Galle.

ConsIiDERING the large out-
cry made against some of
the provisions of the Mines
and Machinery Ordinance
and to tea factories being
included within the operations of the
measure it is somewhat surprising
te* notice the comparative indiffer-
ence with which the Government
insistance on the retention of what was
deemed to be so objectionable has been
received by the whole of the planting com-

Senatorial
Fireworks.

munity. We have not heard a single pro-
test, and one would imagine that tea
planters, whose interests were represented-
as likely to be vitally affected did not
care two straws for the matter. But,

- perhaps, the planters have a greater and

more intelligent conception of the diffi-
culties that there are in the way of the
provisions of the Act being efficiently car-
ried out than those members of Govern-
ment, who, in spite of remonstrance and
indignant protest, hastily carried their
point by means of their mechanical
majority. Of one thing we may be sure,
planters will scarcely tolerate the inspec-
tion of their buildings by persons about
whose qualifications there seem to be
doubt,

A CENTURY OF ENGLIZKM RULE IN CEYLON

N the :5th of February, 1796, John
Gerard Van Anglebeek, Counsellor
of India, Governor and Director of

the Dutch Possessionsin the Island of
Ceylon, agreed to surrender to Colonel
James Stewart, Commanding the British
Army and Captain Allen Hyde Gardner,
of His Majesty's ship Heroine, the Fort
of Colombo, and also the town of Galle
and the Fort of Caliture, together with
all their Dependencies, Lands, Domains,
sovereign rights of the Honouralle the
Dutcli India Company. The terms of
the capitulation were signed on the even-
ing of the 15th of February: on the
morning of the following day, punctually
at ten o'clock, the entire Dutch Garrison
marched out with the honours of war,
piled their arms by commnnd of their
own officers on the esplanade and again
returned to cheir barracks—the officers
being allowed to retain their side arms.
Immediately on the march out of the
Dutch Garrison the Gate of Delft was
delivered over to a detachment of the
Britishitroops, the Standard of St. George
was planted on the old Portuguese-Dutch
Fort and there it has waved for just
one hundred years, and long may 1t

continue to wave! Colombo at the date
of the capitulation, however, was not,
it need hardly be said, the Colombo
which now, thanks to British enterprise
it is—the Emporium of the East. On
the 11th of May, 1656, when the Dutch
took over the town from the Portuguese
an old Fort existed, built many years
ago. This Fort was enlarged and streng-
thened, and at the date of the capitu-
lation the fortress of Colombo was
one of the most formidable n the East.
Bul it was not the Fort so familiar to re-
sidents about thirty years ago. The Fort,
as we then knew 1t, comprised the inner
Fort of the Dutch, The larger fort in-
cluded the Pettah and all Bankshall. It
extended along the lake up to where the
Pettah Railway station now stands and
from thence turning inwards up to the sea
past Kayman's Gate, A moat surrounded
the wall on the land side. Kayman’s Gate
(i.c., the gate of the crocodile) was the
entrance to the Fort and near it stood the
well-known Dbelfry. The Forts at Galle,
Kalutara, Matara, Manaar, Batticaloa
and other provincial towns remain now
as they remained at the date of the capi-
tulation. They stand as they stood nearly
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two centuries ago with hardly any change.
But they present no warlike appearance.
‘Not a soldier may be seen on the ramparts.
The few remaining guns are useless and
encrusted with the rust of ages, Colombo
alone has changed, is changing and will
continue changing.

This is not the place to discuss the rela-
tive merits of English and Dutch rule,
The sceptre has passed away com pletely
from the Dutch, never acain to return,
But this much must be said, it is unfair
to compare the Dutch rule of a century
ago with the English rule of to-day, as it
is unfair to compare the English rule of
to-day with the English rule ofa hun-
dred or two hundred years ago. The
purity of the English rule in India, for
example, at the present day no man ques-
tions. An English official is presumed to
be pure and uncorruptible in the same
manner as & vestal virgin in days of old was
presumed to be chaste. English rule has
progressed and the purity of English ad-
ministration has attained perfection as
much as it is possible for things mundane
to attain perfection. But it was not
always so, There were many things done
which opinion at the present day, con-
demns as cruel, unjust and corrupt, We
haveno mgansof judging whatthe Govern-
ment of the Dutch would have been at
the present day if they had remained in
£rylon. We must judge of their capacity
for just government by comparative stand-
ards. Compare the government of India
up to a hundred years ago with the Dutch
tule in Ceylon, and who can say that the
Dutch suffer by the comparison? We
now, with the experience and enlighten-
ment of the latter end of the 1gth century,
disapprove of the methods of government
by the Dutch in the same way we disap-
prove and condemn English ‘methads of
government before the battle of Plassy,
Remember that in the early days of colo-
nisation the object of all foreign conquest
whether English, Portuguese, Spanish, or
Dutch was solely with the object of add-
ing to the revenue of the mother country.
The welfare of the people was matter of
very minor consideration. “ Get money,
honestly if possible, but get money * was
the cry. Yet during the Dutch occupation
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of the island much was done by them for
the moral and material improvement of the
people of the country and what was done
here will compare most favourably with
what was done in the neighbouriug con-
tinent by the English during the same
period. The Dutch were wise in their
generation and did not break up the caste
svstem which they found in the island,
They discovered a state of society quite
different from what existed in Europe.
The whole social fabric was founded on
caste. Caste was the cement which
bound together native society and they
made no attempt to break it up. They
recognized social inequality by reason of
caste, but caste gave no man further pri-
vileges or subjected him to further dis-
abilities, In the eye of the law all men
were equal and justice was adminis-
tered with an impartiality with which
the indigenous population were to-
tally unacquainted. Ordinary police pro-
tection and purity in the administration of
justice are after all the essential of good
government and these were introduced by

the Dutch. But they did much more.
They helped to spread education. They
fostered and promoted agriculture. They

facilitated interconrse between towns by
an admirable system of waterways. They
introduced perfect laws.  They promoted
fixity of tenure and introdnced a system
of registration of lands and of registration
of births, marriages and deaths, admirable
in every respect.

The superintendence of the education
of the island was entrusted to a body com-
posed of the Dissave of the Province, the
clergy of Colombo and three or four mem-
bers from the Civil and Military branches
of the Service nominated by the Govern-
ment. The functions of this body were
iarge. It exercised a supervision over all
native Christians, took cognizance of all
matters relating to marriage, examined
and appointed school masters and mar-
riage and baptismal registrars and acted
as inspectors of schools, Attendance at
schools was made compulsory, and those
who habitually failed to send their children
toschool were fined, The Colombo Semi-
nary was established in 1701 by Governor
Von Imhoff; who introduced the first
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printing press into Ceylon. The course
ofteaching in the Seminaryincluded Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, Logic, Sinhalese and
Tamil. The most promising of the pupils
were sent to Holland to complete their
education, D. C. Meier, for instance,
after a course of eleven years at Leyden
was appointed rector of the Seminary and
subsequently head of the Presbyterian
church in the Island. Mention must also
be made of Thomas Quint Ondatjie, a
native of Ceylon, who, after a stormy
carcer i Holland as a political agitator
ended his days as a Government official in
Batavia, Governor Von Imhoff placed on
record the following opinion of this Semi-
nary —* [his insticution is conducted
under the care of a Dutch minister He
and his assistants perform church duties
and as instructors taught their pupils
Latin and Greek in so perfect a manner,
that it was perfectly astonishing to hear
the little black fellows chatter in Latin
and construe Greek when they hardly
know Dutch.”

The primary duty of every colonising
power has always been to afford ordinary
police protection, to introduce just and
equal laws, to administer justice purely
and to facilitate means of communication.
The delicacies of civilization are of slow
growth and should come later. The
greatest civilising power of old carried with
her, her laws and spared no pains to faci-
litate intercourse. The Roman Law per-
meates the whole of Europe overrun by
the Roman legions and the roads built by
them remain up to this day. Roman Law
still finds a place even in English jurispru-
dence and the jurists of the continent still
turn to Justinian and Garins, Papernian
and Ulpian. The Dutch introduced their
lawsinto the island and they still obtain
as the common law of the land, These
laws are so well understood, so mixed up
with thelife of the people that they are
destined for many years to remain the law
of the land untonched by any crude legis-
lation. The Dutch facilitated intercourse
between the towns and remote districts
by means of canals, which are still being
utilised and from which both pative and

European enterprise has profited and is
still  profiting. = Workshops (wenkels
the name exists up to this date) were
established in the wvarious towns and
trained artificers from Holland were ap-
pointed as instructors. The space at our
disposal would not be sufficient to discnss
the fiscal policy of the Dutch Govern-
ment or to enumerate the advantages
conferred by registration on the ownership
of lands.

Enough, however, has been written
to show that the Dutch were not be-
hind any other colonising power in pro-
moting the well-being of the people. Many
of the Dutch left Ceylon after the capitu-
lation. Many, however, remained behind
and their descendants are amongst the
most loyal subjects of Her Gracious Ma-
jesty the Queen. They know not the
language of their forefathers, A few of
their customs and habits still exist. But
they hardly look to Holland as their
mother-country. They know little and in-
terest themselves little in the history of
Holland, Love of country is to them
almost an unknown quantity as it must
naturally be to the subject native races.
Yet a hundred years of just British rule
has made them loyal subjects of the Queen.
They almost look to England as their
mother country. They rejoice in her .ic-
tories and grieve in her disasters. . .e
blood runs warmer in their veins when
they hear tell of heroic deeds done by
England’s sons. They cannot stand un-
moved at the recital of the charge of the
Light Brigade, the stand at Rorkes Drift
amongst the mealie bags or the relief of
Lucknow, Itis notsimply because these
were deeds of heroism, but also because
they were deeds of heroism by English-
men. Under the English flag they have
been for a hundred years and they are
content to remain under that flag for all
time contributing their mite towards the
upholding of the Empire.

A century of Dutch rule has been fol-
lowed by a century of English rule. Whe
can say what the next century, nay the
next few years, may bring forth ?
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THME VOLUNTEER MOVEMERNT IN CEYLON.

A SKETCH OF 115 Rise axD Progress witHh a Rusnixg CoMMENTARY oN MEX axp THINGS
CONNECTED WITH THE CORPS SINCE ITS INTTIA'IION,

HE ancient history of Ceylon records the
military prowess of the Sinhalese, but it
would be beyond the purpose of this

sketch to recount any eof their successful
triumphs. The stand they made against the
usurpations of continental invaders are such as
might throw credit on any nation, We refer to
those struggles between the Sinhalese and the
Indians., which in justice to the warriors of
Lanka, have thus been spoken of by Hardy :—
“ The struggles were continued century after
century, and if the natives of Ceylon had an ade-
quate historian to record their deeds, there are
many places amidst the rice-clad hills that
would have been magic names, vieing in interest
with Marathon or Thermopylee.” The suc-
cessive conquests by the Portuguese, the Dutch
and the English have not tended to damp the
military spirit which animated the Sinhalese of
old, on the contrary, generation after genera-
tion of this once powerful though vanquished
nation have risen to the occasion at all times of
need, and loyally volunteered their services for
the good of their country, to
'* Fight in its sacred cause and lead the van.”

And so we see mention made by Cordiner of
the natives tendering their services to the army
as far back® as 1637, that is one buondred
and thirty-two years after the arrival of the
Portuguese, when “ an army consisting of 1,300
Sinhalese and Misticos,T and 6o,000 Kafhrs
penetrated into Kandy.” Soon after this, Re-
beiro, writing of « period some considerable time
before the Dutch became possessors of Ceylon,
records that the inhabitants were enlisted into
militia companies, some being exclusively native.
Coming to the early days of the British occupa-
tion, we find that the attachment which the
Burghers—a term which was then not restricted
in its applicatior to the Dutch descendants only,
but included the natives, in so far as they were
virtually BURGHERs—showed the British was so
great that in 1837, when the French were cruis-
ing in the Indian seas and attack was anticipated
from them, and simultaneously the Kandyuans
were becoming aggressive and threatened to at-
tack the cities and towns inthe maritime pro-
vinces, they came lorward in large numbers and
with one accord enrolled themselves as Volun-
teers. 1f further prool were needed of what the

*Eastern Monarchisn, p. 320.
+The descendants of the FPortuguese, being
paternally and maternally Sinhalese.

g ———

natives could turn out when required, witness
the * Ceylon Rifle Regiment,” chiefly composed
of Malays, who were singularised as “ intelligent,
quick and steady,” while their regiment was said
to be in “a crack ” state ofefficiency and disci-
pline.f

The dissociation [rom everything warlike, the
absence of opportunities to display their mili-
tary ardour, their desire for peacefulness and
their tendency for quietness made the generality
of the Ceylonese settle down into money-making,
ease-loving automata, caring little for the wofld
and being less cared by it. Butall this does
not at its worst argue that theyare  the women
of the human race’’ which writers who have
evinced prejudice and unreasonable bias in deal-
ing with Ceylon affairs, try to make out they
are. * Fitly train and discipline the Ceyloncse
of mingled races, and you have the English of
the East " is the just and well-merited enco-
nium passed on them by an unprejudiced and
disinterested authority.

In May, 1861, just as volunteering was being
undertaken in England ; owing to the appear-
ance of a speck in the political horizon ol a war-
like nature, the movement was started in Cey-
lon, It wasat this time that the Volunteer
Corps Ordinance, 3 of 1861, was passed in
Council. In referring to its introduction 3ir
Charles Justin Macarthy said in his opening
address ;—

“ ] have scen with peculiar satisfaction the
spontancous rise and progress of this truly
national and patriotic movement in Ceylon, You
are well aware of the proportions which it has
already assumed in the mother-couniry and in
other British Colunies, and will agree with me
that a time like this, when the power and
strength of England and her importance in the
Councils of the world are grealer than at any
previous period of history—when her very
ability for war, combined with her essentially
pacific policy, gives the surest guaraniee for the
peace of Europe—is the time most fitting and
proper lor the extended orgamization of the
movement throughout the dependencies of the
Crown.”’§

The movement does not seem to have met

{Caleutia Englishman, Feb. 1837.

% Representative Government elective and broad;
not nominated and narrow. An appeal to the peo-
ple ot Ceylon, p 3z.

§Governor's Address to the Legislative Council.
Vol, 1., 1861-79.
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with general favour, except in some parts of the
hilly country and at Jaffna, where spasmodic
efforts were made to start, but they were mere
outbursts of temporary enthusiasm. And so
the Ordinance remained a dead letter for exactly
twenty years, when it is more than probable
that the fact of the Island being left to be guarded
by a handful of soldiers on the embarkation of
the to2nd Regiment of the Royal Dublin (then
*Madras) Fusiliers for Natal, on active service,
made tne people conscious of their position and
alive to the necessity of raising a citizen army
for the purpose of defending their * hearths and
homes.” To the administration of Sir (then
Hon.) John Douglas is due the credit of the
successful formation of a Volunteer Corps
it 1881.

Few events in connection with the history of
Ceylon can really be said to be of greater im-
portance thun the movement which led to the
organisation of a “Citizen Army.” It might well
be reckoned among the chiel features in the
moral and social advancement of the island, and
the exponent of true national spirit, loyalty and
patriotism. In Ceylon, where caste prejudices
unhappily prevail to an alarming extent, a Vol-
unteer corps might be said to answer other ends
than the more immediate purpose of furnishing
a defensive element, As an agency in levelling
caste distine.ions, it has been most beneficial
while as a powerful means of bringing together
into closer union the different races of the
natives and then in their turn with the uropeans
it might be considered unequalled. Will even
the despicable minority of * croakers” seriously
deny that volunteering * appeals to all citizens
alike asa source of pleasure, it combines duty
with pastime, health with sport, it banishes sloth
and inaction and frowns upon dandyism and tin-
sel, it strengthens the love of country and en-
hances the blessings of home, it gathers men to-
gether in a generous rivalry and cheerful exer-

cise and will sustain and rtenew —perhaps in-
crease—the pristine vigour of the race.”

The Volunteer movement here, as at home,
has had to put up with much ridicule and coarse
and cheap sarcasm ; but notwithstanding all the
scorn and unkind criticism, in spite of the scoffers
who foretold that the new-born enthusiasm
would vanish like a flash in the pan, year alter
year, volunteering has gone on extending and
advancing till it now occupies a dignified posi-
tion. The Corps has been recognised by sue-
cessive (overnors and Ofhcers Commanding the
Troops have regarded it as a useful factor in the
defence of the island.

“To be forewarned is to be forearmed,” and
one cannot forget the important @wale which
not only the Volunteers, but if need be, every
subject of the Queen will have to play in the
event of an invasion or on the appearance of
an enemy with which our island would be imper-
illed. How much better would it not then be, il we
were prepared fur such troublous times and
were in a state ol efficiency lo boldly meet the
foe. No amount of bravery or military spirit
alone will avail a nation in the hour of its nced.
As Sir Henry Havelock forcibly pointed out
“there must be a carcfully organised system
thoroughly claborated and filled in all its parts
in time of peace, so that each of the constitu-
ent elements of national defence may fall
at once, at a few hours’ notice, into its allotted
space, familiarly and habitually known long be-
forehand, before a nation can in these days be
justified in calmly awaiting the approach of war.”
In the lace of these stubborn fucts will it be too
much if we exhort the people of this lsland in
the words of the poet :—

+ Rise fellow-men, our country yet remains

By that dread name, we wave the sword on
high
And swear for her to live with her to die.”
(Lo be cominued).

03

THE PURPLE ERAST,

R. Alfred Austin has been appointed
to the office of the Poet Laureate,
in siceession to Lord Tennyson,

but his first published official poem 1s not
likely to increase his reputation as a poet.
It will amply satisfy those who appoeinted
him to his office, and it will certainly
please the political party to which he be-
longs; but the literary world will, as cer-
tainly, acknowledge that he has failed to

justify his title to the crown of poetry so
far as this special effort is concerned. He
has taken the “official” view of a great
political question. It may be the right
one also. But it is not the poetic view,
and 1t does not correctly represent the
national feeling,

To their credit be it said, the poets of
England—or at least some of them—have
spoken with no uncertain sound on the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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hideous orgies which desecrate the List
of Europe and Armenia. The massacies
and other nameless horrors which the
Armenians suffer atthe hands of “the un-
speakable Turk” have aroused the widest
attention and the most genuine sympatii.
We should have called them horrible if
they had been occurrences in the Dark
Ages; happening now, and under the
government of a race supposed to lLe
civilised, or, at any rate, amenable to the
influences of civilization, the horror is en-
hanced, and everyone wonders why such
monstrosities are permitted, In fulfilment
of their high and acknowledged mission,
the poets lift up their voice on behalf of
justice and humanity.

But we have at present to deal with the
utterances of one poet chiefly, and inci-
dentally with another. Under the title of
“ The Purple East,” Mr. William Watson
contribnted a sonnet to the Westminster
Gazette in which he rebuked England for
her apparent apathy in connection with
the massacres, To understand the son-
net rightly, it is necessary to remember
that for the present state of affairs in con-
nection with the Christian populations
under Turkish rule, England by her policy
and direct intervention is largely respon-
sible. Besides the fact that England
boasts of jhaving been to all oppressed
nations the Champion of Liberty, it was
England that mainly secured to these
Christian populations the rights and
liberties they enjoy. So that it 1s natu-
rally to England that Armenia looks for
redress and protection, When the fact
of the massacres was established, England
took prompt action; but for various rea-
sons she was compelled to refrain. or did
for her own reasons refrain from further
decisive ‘interference. In warnings and
threats to the Sultan, she was not found
wanting,

Hence the first sonnet on the * Purple
East.” The poet is indignant at the in-
difference and apathy of England in a
matter which concerns her sointimately :

* Winter at Armenia’s door

Snarls like a wolf ; and still the sword and flame

Sleep not, thow only sleepest.”

And England’s torpor encourages and
supports ¢ Hell’s Regent,” in his iniqui-

ties, ¢ Abdul the Damned on his infernal

throne.”

We may be sure that * Abdul the
Damned” will become one of the watch
words of the campaign. There may be—
though, judging from the tone of our comic
papers of all classes, that 1s doubtful—
there may be polite circles where the epi-
thet may create some consternation. We
may have to go so far back as the poems
of Milten to find an equivalent for this
forcible expression. But no one will deny
that among the great majority of English-
men the epithet will, on the whole, be
considered just, It was obviously sug-
gested by the name ¢ Abdul Hamid,” and
if we look at events {from the poet’s point
of view, we shall probably be inclined to
concede that the epithet is as apt as it is
clever.

For it 15 * Abdul the Damned” who is
directly responsible for the state of things
described in the following sonnet, pub-
lished a week later than the one already
noticed :—

** Heaped in their ghastly graves they lie, the breeze
Sickening o'er the fields where others vainly wait
For burial : and the butchers keep high state
In silken palaces of perfumed ease
The panther of the desert, matched with these,
Is pitiful ; beside their lust and hate,

Fire and the plague-wind are compassionate

And soft the deadliest fangs of ravening seas

How long shall they be borne ? Is not the cup

Of crime yet full ?  Doth devildom still lack

Some consummating crown, that we hold back

The scourge, and in Christ’s borders give them

room ?

How long shall they be borne, O England ? Up,

Tempest of God, and sweep them to their doom.”

This is indeed poetry, heightened by the

lofty moral purpose which 1t teaches. A

passionate demand for justice, a strong cry

on behalf of outraged humanity, breathe
in every line. And three other sonnets
are of the same tenor, ** What stays the
thunder in your hand ?” The poet asks
of English statesmen in power and office,

Is it fear for England? Then, if her

“pillar'd stands only on faith forsworn,

let her “ accursed greatness” fall. When

“ an English thane, in this our English

air” repeats “the immortal rhetoric of

Cain” and asks, *Am I my brother's

keeper?"” then England’s greatness is be-

come a shadow :—
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* Then indeed her day
Slopes to its twilight, and for Honour there
Is needed but a requiem, and a grave.”
About thistime, the time the sonnets were
composed, the troubles in Venezuela had
caused much anxiety as to the chances of
war between England and the United
States, her ‘‘towering daughter, Titan of
the West.,” Mr. Watson appeals to
her in touching words. He disnisses with
scorn the snggestion of war between the
two countries :—
* Althouogh thou threatenest
With most unfilial hand thy mother’s breast,
Not for one breathing-space may Earth endure
The thought of War’s intolerable cure
For such vague pains as vex to-day thy rest |”
But, if America finds she has more
‘strength than she can spend in tasks of
peace, or if she pines for the excitements
of war, here in the cause of Armenia there
is an excellent opportunity for her to join
England and “ put the false to shame.”
It is now that Mr. Alfred Austin, the
newly-appointed Poct-Laureate inter-
venes. The serene calm of the Poet-
Laureate’s mind has evidently been dis-
turbed by these disquieting sonnets of Mr.
William Watson's. As an official, too,
it behoves him to justify the inaction of
ministers, and to emphasise its patriotism
by rebuking the unpatriotic language of
the poet who called his couutry **craven”
and the * betrayer of people.” "'With these
ends in view he publishes, also in the
Westminster Gazette, three sonnets headed,
“ A Vindication of England,” and address-
ed to the anthor of the * Purple LEast.”
He probably remembers that the author
of the ‘ Purple East” might have been
Laureate if the Liberals had been less
scrupulous ; probably also, that the son-
nets on the * Purple East” are genuine
poetry, and likely to arouse the deepest
interest. He begins by reminding his
comrade that he had * stretched a com-
rade's hand” to him before “ fame found
hers to greet” him. Then he chides him
for upraiding the mother-land :
“To smirch Her is to soil oneself with shame ;
Nor is the rhyme yet written that can mar
The scroll emblazoned with her fadeless fame.
‘Sloping to twilight’ | Blinded that you are |
Look ! in her hand shines Freedom’s sword
aflame,
And on her forehead glows the Morning star.”

And it is England, not the Laureate,
nor the author of the “ Purple East”, nor
any child of song, that must decide when
the sword must strike. It is true that
ghouls assail and not one glaive defends
Armenia. He, too, keeps a watchful eye
on the destimies of England, and he too
cries out ‘““How long?" But God’s
patience is unwearied. At any rate, it 1s
an unseasonable time to chide England,
She knows what is best. Let Mr. Wat-
son keep to-night the Festival of Peace,
unseasonable always, Christinas 1s the
most unseasonable time for cries of war
and vengeance.

Then Mr. Austin returns to the recol-
lection of their cld friendship and yearns
for the time when they might meet to-
gether and read their lays to one another,
and mutually pledge their common Eng-
land who *Indes her hour beyond the
bastioned Crine.”

Mr. Watson returns to the charge in
seven new sonnets, and replies to the
Laureate with overwhelming vehemence.
In the first of these he contrasts in glow-
ing langnage the birthday of the Prince of
Peace as it 1s celebrated in England, and
as it is in Armenia. In one place, ¢ Care
is put by: men greet as brethren” :
“friends unto friends about the wide world
call.” In the other, * Christ’s foldless
flock, shorn of their flecce” lurk trembling
in woods and the wild mountains. Thus
does the poet dispose of the Laureate’s
reminder that this is Christmas time.
Then, he calls to mind the Bulgarian atro-
cities and how they were brought to an
end by the earnest endeavours of Mr,
Gladstone, To him the poet appesals :—

* Speak once again, with that great note of thine
Hero withdrawn from Senates and their sound
Unto thy home by Cambria’s northern bound,
Speak once again, and wake a world supine,
Not always, not in all things was it mine
To follow where thou led'st : but who hath

found
Another man so shod with fire, so crown'd
With thonder, and so arm'd with wrath divine?
Liftup thy voice once more! The nation's heart
Is cold as Anatolia's mountain snows,
Oh, from these alien paths of base repose
Call back thy England, ere thou too depart, —
Ere, on some secrel mission, thou too start
. With silent footsteps, whither no man knows,”

Having made this magnificent appeal,
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he turns to the Laureate’s criticism and
points out that he tooisa lover of Eng-
land, though hedoes not think it necessary
to slobber her with fawning praise. But
now, the star on her brow—DMr. Austin’s
Morning Star—is eclipsed. As for the
theory that England only «* bides her
hour.” She, no doubt, does so, and she
will act at last. But when ? **When there
1s naught remaining to retrieve.”

* £ # &

W07

Then shall our England, throned beyond alarms
Rise in her might ! Till then, * she bides her
hour."
We may linger no longer over these
sonnets, Quotable lines abound, but the
lover of poetry will be better pleased to
examine the sonnets himself in their en-
tirety ; and it will be surprising if he does
not confess that in his first essay in official
verse-writing, Mr, Alfred Austin, Poet-
Laureate, has come off second-best, both
in poetry and in argument,

MRLARIA AND [T8 RESULTS.

(By a MEpicar Vierim,)

No. II.

HE most generally prevalent idea
regarding malaria is that it is pro-
duced by the putrefaction of veget-
able and animal matter in water.

Malaria has been known indisputably, to
exist in places innocent of marshes or of
moist decaying vegetation. One of the best
authorities on the subject tells us, that
“malaria is produced in the earth and
not in water,” and that “the sine gua non
“ conditian of the production of malaria
i jg the existence of malaria in the earth.
¢ In places,” he continues, “ which do not
“ hold that ferment, there may exist every
¢ form of marshy ground and every sort of
¢ putrefaction in dead water, but malaria
“js not generated.” This is the key tc
the whole matter, and it dispels a number
of utterly erroneous notions which the
popular mind all the world over, strange
to say, has learned to believe in. No one
has vet been able to identify the malarial
parasite in the soil or atmosphere. All
that we know of it prior to its reception
into the human body is that it exists in
the soil as aferment, that it may remain
there latent for indefinite periods, and
that it is favoured in its multiplication by
moisture. Malaria remains latent ander
certain favourable conditions, thus, for in-
stance, when the surface soil is baked and
dry, or when by the formation of an im-
permeable matting of roots, such as those

I

of grasses, the malarial subsoil is protect-
ed. It is the upturning of such soil and
exposure of the ferment to conditions
favourable for its development which give
it a start, and this indeed in a few words
may be said to be the story of the recent
outbreak of fever at Galle. I have aiready
said that, as a miasm or exhalation it
rises above the ground level and infects
those who breathe it in. It is also pro-
bable that it taints water. Persons who
live in malarial districts have, therefore,
been recommended to wear respirators,
which mustcover both mouth and nostrils;
and they ought not to neglect the boiling
and proper filtration of drinking water,
It was at one time believed that malaria
was conveyed great distances by currents
of air in such compact masses as to be
able to infect inhabitants of healthy

. localities, but this is obviously erroneous.

It is, however, not impossible for the
malarial miasm to be carried to distant
parts by winds, and to be precipitated to
the ground with rain, and thus infect a
soil for the first time,

I may be gratifying the curiosity of some
of my lay readers by a slight referencehere
to the cause of this mischief in the human
body, which we shall for our purpose heré,
call the ¢ parasite of malaria.” The
creatureisanamba, capablelike creatures
of its kind of spontaneous movement, and
occupying the corpuscles of the blood,



THE CEYLON REVIEW. 250

*which they ultimately tend to destroy.
The maturation of a generation of these
parasites comcides with the beginning of
a paroxysm of ague, the parasite complet-
ing its life cycle 1n two and three days ac-
cording to the nature ot periodicity of the
attacks, By destruction of its corpuscles
the blood is impoverished, and by accumu-
lation of the parasite 1ininternal organs,
such as the spleen, the foundation of
organic complications is laid.

AsI pointed out in a previous article,
it should be borne in mind that it is possi-
Lle by the exercise of care, and by the
adoption of precautions, such as 1 have
enumerated, and many others popular-
Iy recognised as such, by the main-
tenance of an active and regular cir-
culation and a proper functional activity
of the skin and internal organs, to favour
the expulsion of the malarial germs we
may receive into our systems, Phyeical
exercise and judicious medication directed
to keep the skin, kidneys and bowels—the
three chief ehminating organs through
which noxious materials, leave our system
—in order, and moderation in the use of
alcoholic stimulants are the principal.
Neglect of these, places the multiplying
germ under favourable conditions for the
attack on the constitution of the vital
fluid—the blood—in which they thrive,
and of ultimately revealing the fact of their
existence in our bodies in the form of
fever and its sequelar, A few words as to
aleohol. Itis, I am aware, freely resorted
to in malarial districts under the popular
but "distinctly erroneous belief, that *“ 1t
keeps out the fever.” This is as fallacious
as that which maintains, that it is the
best thing to keep the cholera out. In
the latter case it merely servesto infuse
what is generally but most unjustly termed
¢ Dutch courage” ; in the former, it is
positively mischievous. I, however, com-
mend its moderate use. A little alcohol
serves without doubt to stimulate the cir-
culation, and by its action on the
*capillaries to create a ¢ glow  and
feeling of comfort; it prevents the
accident of a “chill,” so fertile a
source of danger in malarial places. But
for its use there is a time. Stimulants
with food is recommended, and if exposure

to night air or dew is necessitated, a “night
cap” is a boon and a blessing. Anything
more than this cometh of evil and is to be
deprecated. :

In a discursive review of such a very
extensive subject written for a lay perio-
dical, it is desirable to guard against being
too professional for lay minds. Informa-
tion as to prevention istherefore better
suited than as to cure. [ shall, therefore,
content myself with a few remarks as to
how the parasite of malaria introduces
himself to our notice. Amongst the earliest
manifestations is a feeling of indescribable
langour. I abhor the use of foreign equiv-
alents, but no two words, as malaise and
ennui convey the feeling adequately. Ter-
ribly distressing pains are felt in the joints,
neuralgic affections, headache, loss of
appetite and restlessness, these are the
harbingers of a malarial attack. But they
need not necessarily be present. The
fever, which is the culmination of the in-
fection, may come on the complacent indi-
vidual, who, perhaps has been flattering
himself on his strange immunity, with an
awful suddenness. The course of an at-
tack it is not necessary for more reasons
than want of space to describe. Suffice it
to say, that i milder forms the periodicity
ol its return is notable, but with the viru-
lence of the infection, the periodicity
vanishes and a deadlier form of continued
fever ensues. Then follow the complica-
tions, but before matters come to this pass
the patient, we shall suppose, has passed
into the hands of his doctor.

There are two drugs which share the
honors as preventatives. These are qui-
nine and arsenic, Of these, quinine may
be said to be the safest,ias it undoubtedly
exterminates the parasite in the blood.
The thoroughness of its work is, however,
marred by the msufficiency of the quan-
tities usually used. The latest profes-
sional practice points to the use of large
and decided doses, and though 1t may
cause some degree of temporary inconve-
nience I1n an otherwise healthy individual,
a few doses about the weight of about
two ten-cent pieces every morning for a
weelk, taken in solution, may be relied upon
to have the necessary effect. Arsenic is
doubtless an efficient prophylactic, but
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the very mention of its name creates a
feeling of dreadful caution, and it would
be unwise to resort to it unless under the
guidance and observation of a medical
man.

Finally, comesthe question connected
with the suppression of malaria in soils in
which it exists. Is it possible to eradi-
cate it finally ? This may not be alto-
gether possible, but a great deal may be
done, as I pointed out before, to reduce
the dangerous character of a locality.
Hygienists have resorted to strange ex-
pedients. The sunflower plant, for in-
stance, has been credited with anti-mala-
rial virtues, and extensive plantations of it
have been made. So, too, the eucalyptus
which is said to reduce the moisture, de-
stroy the malaria by 1ts absotption and to
form a layer* on the ground by its leaves

0

which by their intrinsic anti-malarial pro-
perties disintect the soil, and form an im-
permeable surface layer which would pre-
vent the malaria from riging. Irrigation
has itself proved futile though as perfect
a system of drainage as it is possible to
devise in any given locality is indispens-
ably necessary. We are unfortunately
uncertain as to how the malarial fer-
ment can be eradicated. It still remains
an unsolved problem, and while it so re-
mains, we shall continue to observe an
“incalculable amount of suffering and
racial deterioration sapping the life and
vigour of the country,” and while scientitic
investigators are seeking to bring about
the long wished-for amelioration, it is the
duty of the State and people to do each
their best “to reduce the mortality, suffer-
ing and inefficiency caused thereby,”

SOME MEROINEE OF OLP GREEK VERSE.

BY MEZ.
Author of * Savep rrom Tri SToRM,” ¢ THE Youna Dravrons,” nrc,

HOMER'S HWEROINES,
CHarTER 11,
e TuE Obvssev.

E now come to the second of Homer's
great epics.  Of course, most of us
are aware, that =mce the days of

Xenon and Hellanicus, who lived in the
second century B.C., and who with their
followers were known as the Chérizontes or
Separaters, there have been amongst the
learned, very grave doubts, as to whether
the Iliad and the Odyssey are by the same
author, or even of the same date, many
holding from strong internal evidence that
the latter must have been written quite a
hundred years later than the former and
greater poem ; but then, as we know, the
very existence of Homer is doubted by the
overwise, who say that the blind bard
never lived at all, his name meaning
merely, “ fitted together,” which accord-
ing to them shews that even the Iliad it-
self, was a mere collection of fugitive
verses by different authors, arranged into
a perfect whole.

This, however, is the opimion of the
learned, to us wlio are not learned, at least
it is to be devoutly hoped not, since too
much knowledge 1 apt to rob us of some
of our sweetest illusions, let Homer be
Homer, just, as Ignatius Donelly notwith-
standing, Shakespere is Shakespere still.

The style of the Odyssey is certainly
different from that of the lliad, less grand,
less impressive more given to incarnations
of vices and virtues, but the two poems
have at any rate one point in common,
which is that neither time nor grief, nor
wearing anxiety seem to have power to
dim the brightness and beauty of its
heroines. Ulysses, or Odysseus, from
whom the poem takes its name, on setting
out from home at the beginning of the
Trojan war, leaves Penelope his wife,
young, attractiveand beautiful exceedingly,
and after ten yearsspent inthe performance
of deeds of mingled valor and wisdom, and
another ten of sojouraing in strange lands,
often in, what notwithstanding his asser-
tions to the contrary, he seemed to find
very pleasant company, after many hair-
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breadth escapes by flood and field, he re-
turns to his native country to find her still
young, still dowered with undiminished
beauty, the cynosure of all eyes, the be-
loved of all hearts. If the recipe for this
perennial loveliness could be handad down
to modern times, what a boon it would
prove to those who now sigh over the
quickly coming wrinkles, and the silver
threads which show up in the once bright
hair,

Penelope has been very faithful too ;
though attracted by her wide possessions
and her unfading charms, scores of suitors
vie for her faxom, she wrll listen to none,

resorting to different ruses in order to
avold giving a delinite answer. ¢ Pene-
lope’s web,” is still a common description
of any piece ot work which makes no pro-
gress, and arose from the tact, as probably
most readers are aware, that the faithful
wilfe of Odysseus, having promised to
make choice amongst her suitors when
she had finished a winding sheet, which
she was employed in weaving was in the
habit of undoing each night what had
been woven during the day, and this little
scheme served her in good stead for three
years, and 15 also useful to us, as shewing
a likeness between her and the women of
the Iliad 1n the matter of domesticity ;
this is a point in common shared by
another heroine of the Odyssey. Queen
Aréte, wife of Aleinous, king of the Pha-
cacians, who entertains Odysseus after his
escape from the island of Calypso, and of
whose home-life Professor Jebb says that
it ““iselike a modern picture of fireside
happiness.”

The expense and worry of having aver
a hundred aspirants to herhand constantly
loafing about her palace, where they ap-
pear, according to modern parlance, to
have done themselves exc eedingly well,
must have been o great that we almost
wonder at the tenacity of affection to a
husbard, whom nearly all thought dead,
which prevents Penelope from selecting
one suitor and so ridding herself of the re-
mainder, but no, her faithful heart clings
to Odysseus, whose son, Telemachus, by
the advice of the goddess Pallas Athene,
goes in search of him. Telemachus must
now be over thirty, as before proceeding

to the siege of Troy “the stern black
bearded kings,” had spent ten years in
their preparations and at the beginning
of that time, we may remember that he
had heen laid by Palamedes, as an infant
across the furrow which Odysseus was
ploughing, 1norder to test whether the
pretended madness, by which the latter
strove to escape joining in the war, was
real or feigned, Itis not every mother of
a son approaching mddle age, who is
worried by crowds of lovers, but Tele-
machus once safely out of the way, the
suitors grow more pressing than ever, aud
it 1s astonishing that Penelope's he.mty
does not fade from sheer worry, but possi-
bly she may have derived some satisfac-
tion from the knowledge that she was in
such request, and yet leal and true as she
has been, when Odysseus returns to his
home in Ithaca his wife does not recognise
him, neither do his loyal retainers. Thatis
left for Argus his faithful dog, who wags
his tail, looks up lovingly and dies. Evi-
dently the twenty years have not passed
as lightly over his head, as they have done
over Penelope’s, thourrh we must not for-
get that the frie ndl\ Allwne had disguise.
him as an old beggarman.

In many modern eyes Odysseus is not
a very interesting hero, being indeed the
impersonation of subtility mingled with
courage, but he seems in his own day to
have been a regular lade-killer; we hear
of dwadlings by the stream with gentle
Nausican—to whom, says Professor Jelnh,
no image of girlhood more noble or charm-
ing can be found in poetry—the daughter
of | King Aleinous and Queen Aréte ; ;
one year spent with the enchantress Circe,
Oh! naughty Odysseus !l Of seven passed
in the care of (,A]va, who loving him re-
tains him there against his will—so he
says—of the songs of the Sirens, which no
man else had ever heard and lived and
then when at last, after the most wondrous
deeds of prowess, he slays all the suitors
nearly single-handed, and makes himself
known to his w1fe.. he is rapturously greeted
by the loyal hearted woman, whose affec-
tion, has never for twenty years, severved
from her liege lord.

Like those of the Lliad, the women of the
Odyssey are for the most part sweet and
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domestic. Penelope herself weaves and
superintends her household, so does Queen
Arete, who 1s helped in her home duties
by Nausican, who though the daughter of
a king, does not think it derogatory to have
the family laundry in her sole charge.

e

Perhaps no feminine character in the latet
epic is quite as winning nor touching as
Hector’'s sad wife Andromache, in the
earlier one, but the heroinesare very faith-
ful, simple, womanly and pure.

“ONE CHMANCE MORE.”

(srTER POE'S RAVEN.)

i

NCL upon a midnight dreary, in the
month of February,

As 1 satin Baillic Street, thinking of the
days of yore,

While I nedded, nearly napping, suddenly
there came a tapping,

And a flapping and a rapping, —rapping
at my office door ;

“#'Tis some correspondent,™ said I, ¢“some

unthinking, 1dle bore—
*Only this and nothing more.™
o
i

Ah, distivetly I remember, it was in the
bleak December

That I left, with all my lumber, quiet
Southampton’s murky shore ;

Eagerly "1 rushed to Tanka, where my
well-known warmth and rancout,

And the pass-book of my Banker, claimed
Ty prc&'-;{:nf_‘.(: evermore,

Claimed the rare and radiant powers,
which my paper lacked before—

And 1 said “I'm game [or more!”

3.

And the voice of one who knew me out-
side in the passage gloomy,

In a perspiralion threw me, and my head
WaS Very sore;

So that now, to still my panting, 1 was
thinking of recanting

All the ranting and the canting which
had raised my fame before,—

All the bluster and the bombast, which
had raised my fame before,

In the good old days of yore.
4

Presently my soul grew stronger, hesi-

tating then no longer,—

“ Burgher, Beast or Bat,” said I, “pray
forgive me | implore,—

But the fact is T was writing on a subject
S0 exciting,

All about the . P.'s fighting,—seizing
coolies by the score;

Pray come in and sit beside me, "™ —here
I opened wide the door;

And—1I could not ntter more :—

i,
For, with many a flirt and flutter, many
a bow and croak and splutter,
In there stepped a Ceylon Raven, bearded
hke a wilderness,
And with looks of milk and honey, staring
hard at me and Johuny,
In he stepped, so blithe and bonny, Per-
ching on a Printing Press,
Perching on a double-action, patent Eagle
Printing Press:
Perching, sat, and nothing more,
B.
And this Bird of wicked omen, smiling
with a grave decorum,
While we stood in awe before him, quietly
scanned us oler;
Then in anger T harangued him, and with
wicked names I slanged him,
Till T thought I'd nearly hanged him, and
destroyed him evermore,
So that he and I should never meet cach
other as before——
Quoth the Raven—* One chance more /"
7
Much I marvelled this ungainly fow
should dare to speak so plainly

To a man whose ellorts mainly helped
his countrymen of yore;
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For you cannot help agreeing that no
living human being

Ever thought of disagreeing from my
published views before;

And I clenched my fists against him, and
a terrible vow I swore;—

Quoth the Raven—* One chance more !

. 8.

But the Raven, sitting lonely, on that
Printing Press, spoke only

Those unmeaning words, as if their force
would simply knock me o'er;

Nothing further, save a croaking while

* his feathers he kept stroking,

As if inwardly a-joking,—till in desper-
ation sore

I addressed him—*I.eave me, Raven;
Leave me,—there’s the open door!”

Quoth the Raven— One chance more!”

9.

“German, Dutch or French descendant,”
said I “still so independent,

With a train of friends dependent on your
merest beck alone;

Tell me is it in your nature, day by day to
cari-cature

Every face and every featurein the Legis-
lature of Ceylon,

Till your victims writhe in anger as they
never writhed before?”

Quoth the Raven—*' One chance more !’

10,

Still with wrath and anger seething,—
“Was there ever Scotchman breath-
ing?”

Said I, all iy soul bequeathing to the
Night's Plutonian shore;

“Was there ever such a donkey, such an
everlasting flunkey,

As would ever be so funky, as to read
your wicked lore,

As to let your wicked paper ever cross
his chamber door ?

Quoth the Raven—% One chance more /7

151
Then in mortal perspiration, uttered I an
exclamation,
“ How about your circulation,—is it less
or is it more ?
For the Planters at Badulla, will not be
your punkahpuller,

For to make your List the fuller, and
your rivals to ignore ;

And your graceless, grumbling, greedy,
growling rivals to ignore. ™’

Quoth the Raven—+* One chance more /"

12:
Then with sundry nods and winkings
shoulder-shrugs and shoulder-shrink-

ings,

I reminded him of Jenkins, keeper of a
coffee store:

And 1 spoke of all he'd said of him, and
of all the fun be’d made of him,

And I fondly begged and pray'd of him,
not to do so any more,

Lest the angry Jenkins should attack him
as an anti-English bore;

Quoth the Raven,—* One chance more /"

14,

Then I could no longer bear him, and I
thought it best to scare him,
By naming Drieberg, Morgan, Saram,—
men who’d stood by me before :
And I thought, by this manceuvre, I
should win the Burghers over
For to look on me with favour, as they’d
done in days of yore,
But the dodge was unsuccesslul, for they
laughed at me the more,
Slyly adding,—* One chance more !’
14.
Lapsing into wrath and panic, with a
prompting most Satanic,
I gravely called him a ¢ Mechanic, ”*
thinking that would knock him o'er
And I sent for little Dickson,} with his;
well-known predilixon,
And 1 set that little vixen to correct his
English lore;
But the Raven laughing loudly, rising,
higher still did soar,
Always croaking—* One chance move!”
3.
While this Bird was round me flying, all
my wrath and slang delying,
Tried I then a Zz¢tle fibbing;— 1 could really
do no more!
For when low abuse and slander, from
the Kitchen's back-verandah,
Failed to raise the Raven’s dander, Fibs
might bring him to the floor,
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Fibs might vex him and annoy him,
uttered daily by the zcore ;—

.Ouoth the Raven—*‘ One chance more !’

66.

And the Raven still is croaking, always
joking, always joking,

Flitting o’er my Printing Presses, right
before my office door,

* This spirited parody of Edgar Poe's ** Raven”
was published thirty years ago in the Eraminer
newspaper, and in pamphlet form. It was written
by Mr. Charles Ambrose Lorenz, then editor of the
Examiner, while at Teak Bungalow, his favourite
holiday resort at Kilutara. It will be read to-day
with as great interest as in 1864, when fecling
amongst rival editorsran rather high. Its literary
excellence being so great, we make no apology
for republishing it.

And his eyes above me gleawing, often
rouse me in my dreaming,
Till they set me almost screaming, and I
tumble on the floor;
And I sometimes think it better, looking
back to days of yore,
To accept his** Owue chance more.”
Caltura, March 10, 1864.

* An apprabrious epithet in Ceylon,

y S5ir J. F. Dickson, who was at the time znd
Assistant Colonial Secretary, It was said that Mr.
J. F. Dickson, while holding an examination of cer-
tain candidates, placed before them a leading arti-
cle from the Ceylon Examiner newspaper then edited
by the late C. A. Lorenz with instructions to
‘“ correct the errors” in the following article (—1It
was a spiteful thing to do and the reference to
Dickson as * that little vixen" was perhaps quite
deserved.
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January, 1895,

1.—Kandy New Year Festivities. A. B.
C. D. Athletic Sports and Fancy
Dresz Ball. Public Hall: General
Boaoth on the Social Works of the
Salvation Army. Galle Gymkhana,
1st day. Mr. W. C Twynam, G.A.,
N.P., kmighted.

2.—Kandy Festivities continued. Gym-
khana and Dance at Queen's Hotel.
Gaile Gymkhana, 2nd day.

3.—Kandy Festivitics continued. Euro-
peans vs, the Colts.  General Booth
at Kandy. Galle Gymkhana con-
cluded. Town Hall, Kandy: A, B.
C. D. Ball.

4.—Kandy Festivities continued. Euro-

peans vs. the Colts. The Colts won
by an innings and sevenruns. Kandy
Town Iall: Farcical Entertainment.

6. —Departure of General Booth for In-
dia. Royal Warwickshire Regimen-
tal Sports. Nuwara Eliya, Wedding:
Miss Swann—Lieut. Woodcock, r.E.

7.—Annual Meeting of the Nuwara Eliva
Planters’ Association.

9.—Dismissal of Mr, C. J. R. Le Mesurier,
AGLAL of Matale. Havelock Race-
course C, T, C, meeting, 1st day.

10.—Colomboe  Technical School Prize
Distribution Scheme propounded for
the employment of students.

11.—Havelock Racecourse C. T, C. meet-
ing concluded. Mr. Vigors appoint-
ed AG.A, of Matara. Moratuwa :
Presentation of Gold Medal to Mr.
Francisco de Mel, President of the
Moratuwa Association,

4. —Arrival of Mark Twain in Colombo,
Association Football : R. W, R. beat
Colombo Club 2 goals to nil,

t5.—Imperial Institute, London Banquet
to the new Governor of Ceylon,
R. W. R Non-Commissioned Offi-
cers’ Farewell Dance.

16.—Retirement of Sir W. C, Twynam.

17,—Kelani Valley Races 1st day. Dim-
bula Hall : Dimbula P. A. Annual
Meeting: Colombo City Council
Meeting.

=/
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»

18.—Kelani Valley Races, 2nd day. Nu~
wara Eliya Meeting of the Ceylon
Fishing Club.

19.—Decath of Mrs, Gratiaen at Kandy.

21.—Colombo : Destructive Fire at Mut-
wal, 500 people rendered homeless.
Association Football @ Royal Artil-
lery beat Colombo Club, 3 goals to
nil.

22.—Legislative Council resumed its sit-
tings. A 4d hours’ sitting. Kandy:
Mr, Edward Silva drowned,

23.—Death of H. R. H. Prince Henry of
Battenberg  at  sea, Legislative
Council held another 44 hours’
meeting,

Plans of

24.—Chamber of Commerce :
Dimbula

new building inspected.
Hall : Race Ball.

25.—Radella Races. Emperor of Ger-
many’s Birthday Dinner at Colombo.
Crickel : Garrison Sergeaats vs. The
Railway Club.

z7,—3ale ol Lippakelle Estate for
366,500,

28.—Kandy : Wedding, Miss Millicent
Hobden —Mr. H. F. McMillan Nor-
wood Rooms : Dikoya P. A. Annual
Meeting, Formation of Boys’ Bri-
gade at Colombo. Udugama : Tea
and Timber Company annual meet-
ing, Matale : Opening of the Bor=
ron Memorial Hall:

29.—Royal  Artillery  Sports.  Bristol
Hotel : Colombo Gymkhana meet-
ing.

30.—C.C.C. Meeting : Election of officers.

31,—Cricket : Sports Club vs. Nonde-
scripts, 1st day. [Public Hall : Con
cert and Comediette, Colts C. C,
meeting: Election of officers. Meet-
ing of the subseribers to George Wall
Memorial Fund, Rs. 3,000 additional
subscription received. Meeting fur-
ther adjourned until June 26th.
Formation of a Lacrosse Club in
Colombo, Municipal Council special
meeting: Address to the new Gov-
ernor. Bogawantalawa Tennis Tour-
nament.

Rs.
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POETRY.

A HumeLe OFFER.

"Tis true no honoured post 1 hpld
No office dignified,

Nor prospects such as win the love
Of maiden tender-eved ;

No costly pomp no show T own

Nor riches great nor fame,

But what is more than these is mine
A good untarnished name.

No gold I have to 'dorn thy neck

No gems of pearly hue,

As budding flowers with beauty deck.
Spring morning’s early dew ;

But I can give a gilt more rare

Of gold and gems in lieu

"Tis this—my promise true and fair
That T will hve for vou.

The luxuries of wealth and ease
’erhaps are not for me,

The slender means of lowly toil
Will e'er my future be ;

But what i1s mine a humble home
And more than all my heart,

I lay them meckly at thy feet
And pray we'll never part. -

]

By A. B, GoMes,

Kotahena,

AN OBITUARY. Ko,

Tuomas STEELE,

HIS gentleman, whose death has just

been announced, wasbornon May 27th,

1834, at Walton, near Brampton, Cum-
berland. He was the third son of the late
William Steele, author of ¢ The Beauties
of Gilsland™” and * Poems.” Educated at
Croft House School, then under the charge
of Mr. Coulthard, with whom he remained
for some years; in 1876 he received a
nomination for the Ceylon Civil Service
from Lord Taunton, on the recommenda-
tion of the Hon. Charles Howard, M.P.,
for East Cumberland, father of the pre-
sent Earl of Carlisle. This was the first
time that the Civil Service appointment
was thrown open to a competitive exami-
nation. Steele came off successfully at
the examination held at W estminster in
1856, sailed for Ceylon on September 4th,
and was put on active service in October.
He held various judicial and revenue ap-
pointments at Chilaw, Kurunegalle, Galle,
Kandy and Ilambantotta, His annual
administration reports were replete with
information of interest and value, regard-
ing the several districts he had charge of,
notably an account of the Kataragama
festival and the archaological ruins in the

H/H

|

Hambantotta district. In 1871, he pub-
lished a volume of original poems entitled
** Under the Palms” (Sampson, Low,
Marston & Co.) One of the gems in this
collection 1s a pilece entitled © May.” A
member of the bar, over which he presided,
hit off a happy parody on it and we crave
no apology for rescuing it from oblivion
and placing it below in juxtaposition with

' Of seasons brightest

the original :—

MAY.

Of flowers, the snowy scen-
May

Ranks everwiththefairest;

atel
most gay

Is May month, time the
rarest.

But hetter for them blithe
May-tide

May-houghs blos-
som laden,

Is May, dear May, the win-
some hride,

The ever peetless maiden.

Than

No peerless maiden now,

for she
‘Smiles gay, a happy
mother,
But peerless  still, there

ne’er shall be
To match her such an-
other.

STEELE.

the polished
trusty steel
Ranksever with the surest;
Spirits refined in a stifl
The strongest are and
plirest.

Of swords,

But better far than wines
distilled

Than polished sword blade
brighter,

Are the sense and wit of
Steele, dear Steele

The ever peerless writer.

No peerless writer now,} for
1€

’5 a beak whom proctors
hother,

But peerless still, there n'er
shall be

T'o match him such an-
other.

Shertly afterwards, also in 1871, Steele
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published a metrical translation from the
Sinhalese of ¢ Kusa Jatakaya : “ An East-
ernLove Story” (Triibner & Co.), a poeti-
cal legend of one of the incarnations of
Buddha. The dedication has a melan-
choly interest, was made to his first wife,
and reads as follows :—* Inscribed with
much love to E. K. S., at whose request
the translation was written in happy years
ago. Kusajatakaye was rendered for the
first time into English verse from the Sin-
halese poem of Alagiyawanna Mohottala.
The original poem, it may be added, was
one of the books prescribed in Ceylon by
the Board of Examiners for the Civil
Service, of which the deceased was ad-
mirttedly a shining light

Steele was twice married, frst to Miss
E. K. Jolly, eldest daughter of Capt. John
Keith Jelly, n.r.1.c.5., late of Fairieland,
Kandy, Ceylon, at one time Planting
Member of the Legislative Council, and

LOCAI

HE commencement ofthe New Year
in Ceylon was marked as usual by the
usual festivitiesand possibly in the case

of individuals by the making of a good
many resolutions, many of which, pro-
bably, are as great a memory of the past
as the festivities. The wenue of the latter
was the hill capital and the caterers
were principally the A. B. C. D. Club.
The only drawback to perfect enjoyment
was the weather which seriously inter-
rupied the earlier part of the proceedings.
The athletic sports were gone through in
a drizzle, and onthe Gymkhana day the
Bogambra ground was converted intoa
veritable swamp whkich played sad havoc
with delicate bottines and lingerie.

Butthe iadies and their cavaliers braved
each day’s storm and tempest and, despite
theexactions of nightly dancing, the former
re-appeared next day as fresh and hand-
some as ever. The whole ofthe festivities
were voted a great success and Mr. H. P.
Borrett, the Secretary, who has recently

0!

SUMMARY,

father-in-law of Dr. Kynsey, Principal
Civil Medical Officer, Ceylon ; his second
wife was Miss Helen Staverts, daugliter
ot A, Staveits, Dykecrofts, Liddes-
dale, a near relation of the distinguished
family of Malcolms, of Burnfoot, Lang-
holm. Steele, after working for twenty
years in the Service, with short term of
absence on leave for the purpose of visit-
ing Europe, retired owing to ill-health
in 1876, when Assistant Government
Agent at Hambantotta, on a yearly pen-
sion of Rs. 3,066:67. He was at his death
proprietor of Friarsgarth (where he re-
sided), Scaur Estate, Irthington and
Brackenbank, on the banks of the Eden,
above Wetheral, all in Cumberland, for
which county he was nominated a Justice
of the Peace. At the comparativelyearly
age of 62, and having enjoyed a well-
merited pension for twenty years, he rests
in peace!

had regretfully to resign that position won
great praise for the adequacy and comfort
of the arrangements.

The Europeans vs. Colts’ match was a
fiasco, and the former had to put up with
an innings defeat. The gratitude of the
admirers of the victors tock the pleasant
form of a substantial cheque which was
presented by the Hon. H. L. Wendt at a
most enjoyable * At Home” given by Dr,
and Mrs. Thomasz.

Both in Colombo and Kandv, General
Booth, whose arrival in Ceylon preceded
that of young 1896 by a few hours, ad-
dressed public meetings regarding the
aims and scope of the Salvation Army,
with special attention to the social side of
the work, and enunciated a scheme which
the author of ¢ Darkest England” is
maturing for the relief of distressed native
peasantry both in India and Ceylon.

Politically, as far as Ceylon is con-
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cerned, the great event of the month has
been the dismissal from the Civil Service
of Mr. C. ]. R. Le Mesurier, or as he is
pleased to call himself * Abdul Hamid”
Le Mesurier, for purporting to marry,
according to Mohammedan rites, a lady
when his legal wife is alive. The blow
fell quick and sharp and oh the question
of the justice of its severity opinion 1s di-
vided. Mr. Le Mesurier accepted his
dismissal philosophically, although not
without a spirited protest n the public
Press, and, singularly enough, made the
position of his legal wife and children a
ground for indicting the Government with
harshness and injustice. One hardly sees
how the legal Mrs. Le Mesurier would
havebenefitted pecuniarily by her husband
being suffered toremain in the Service
unless he had died in harness when
would probably have arisen a struggle for
any property left behind onthe part of
the rival spouses:.

In Colombo, the principal events in
which Society has been enabled to parti-
cipate were the twe day’s race-meeting
promoted by the Ceylon Turf Club, which,
contrary to expectations, hardly came up
to the sucecess anticipated, and the series
of very enjoyable regimental sports pro-
moted by the Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment and by ¢ No. 6” Company, Royal
Artillery, The last named drew together
the largest crowd and, certainly, the
promoters deserved this honour for they
had made elaborate preparations for a
most enjoyable afterncon and they fully
achieved what they had so hardly worked
for.

Then January has constantly conjured
up thoughts of the adage - Welcome t he
coming and speed the parting guest.”
There has been activity displayed to ac-
cord a proper welcome to H. E. Sir Joseph
West Ridgeway and Lady Ridgeway, and
the members of the Government exhibited
considerable zeal in clearing up Legisla-
tive arrears befere the advent of the new
Governor, who duly arrived at the be-
ginning of the present week and was
received with state and escorted with
pomp to Queen’s House. The joy of wel-

coming a new Governor has been some-
what tinged with regret at the early
prospect now of losing so popular a regi-
ment as the Royal Warwickshire. The
officers have not only been hospitable, but
have identified themselves in various ways
with the social life of Colombo in a
manner which makes regret at their de-
parture all the moie keen. Already
several farewell functions have come off]
the principal of these being the ball given
to the officers at the Assembly Rooms.

The people of the North haveduring the
month, witnessed a change of administra-
tion. After half a century of good and
loyal work the Government Agent of the
Northern Province retired, the event
being marked by the distinction of knight-
hood being couferred on the * Rajah of
the North,” as Mr. Twynam was more po-
pularly known by. Sir W, C. Twynam,
who has been succeeded by Mr. R. W,
Ievers, an able and popular member of
the Service, carries into retirement with
him the best wishes and lively gratitude
of a large section of the population of the
Northern Province.

On January 17th and 18th the Kelan
Valley races took place under thefavouring
circumstances of fine weather, excellent
arrangements and good sport. The Tal-
duawa course presented the appearance
of a fair ground. t’ermanent accommoda-
tion being limited, miniature streets of
cadjan huts were erected for the housing
of visiting Europeans, whilst the natives
constructed a veritable Pettah on each
side of the minor cart road leading to the
course. As usual, difficulty was expe-
rienced in getting through all the events
in time and the Kelani Valley Sporting
Club have already had it under favour-
able consideration to enlarge next year's
Meet to three days,

The Radella Race meeting which took
place a week later and which drew to-
gether a large and fashionable attendance
of ladies was inaugurated by a successful
ball given in the Dimbula Hall. Ideal
weather favoured the racing and the Ra-
della ground presented an animated and
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picturesqueappearance, the distinguishing
feature being the large number of well-
dressed ladies who were present.

On the last day of the month the sub-
scribers to the George Wall Memorial
Fund met and were given so satisfactory
a report by the Maha Mudaliyar, concern-
«ng the special efforts he was making to
collect subscriptions from natives all over
the Island, that the meeting unanimously
agreed to postpone coming to a decision

as to the form which the memorial should
take until June 26th, in order that the
Maha Mudaliyar might be afforded full
time to systematise and complete the suc-
cessful efforts he had launched. In addi-
tion, however, to the schemes already
partially discussed, a new scheme was
broached of apportioning a portion of the
fund to the erection and equipment of an
ornamental fountain, the suggested site
being near the Baptist Chapel, Cinnamon
Gardens, where seven roads converge.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Galle Face Hotel.

HE [‘ayourlte SEA & IDE HOTEL of Colombo,
Upstair Bed Roon)g, Cool & Refresbin¢ SIeep

IHE ONLY SEA !'/I/ATER SWIMMING
BATH IN COLOMRBO.

CUISINE.—Particular atteplion has of late beep
paid to make the Cuisipe as perfect as posqﬂ)le,

apd it will pow compare with that of apy Hotel
ip the Kast,
Wines, Gpirits, &c., of the finest qualifies onlp.

Terms on application to Manager,

SEEROOMUL ATMARAM,

BOMBAY ME:r CHANTS,

NO. 18, QUEEN STREET,
(Near Clock Tower,) FORT, CALOMBO.

Pealers in Indian and Geylon uricsitics, Indian, Fapanese and China
Silks (Fssorted Colours.)

FANCY EMBROIDERY, DELHI, CASHMERE, RAMPORE-CHUDDERS, BENARES, MADRAS
AND BURMAH WORK.

an,c‘lum, Jhmuft &wfmooa. F@Bbxﬂ# ((ﬁ,e\ boa u\lx m& u_efEe;; nF a,EE JL ks,

X'MAS AND WEDDING PRESENTS

GENTLEMEN’S READY-MADE CLOTHES. LADIEY SILK AND MUSLIN BLOUSES
(ASSORTED CILOURS).
BEST PERSIAN CARPETS AND RUGS OF ALL SIZES.
NO.98. MAIN STREET; | , 4
BRAN % 2 Petiah, Colombo.
VANCHES | NO. ©3, MAIN STREET, | ‘
N. B—Orders can be promptly attended to from any part of the Colonies at most moderate rates.
INSPECTION SOLICITED.
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