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L,Q_tt??. From “CF\e ;_Eaitqr_-_

ON THE COVER we have a p'if.turte of :i‘Sri’ Lanka paasant, He

is today the most neglected person in this island. The farming

community (including racketeers who “‘become” farmers on
MPs chits to obtain loans) owed in 1979, over Rs. 1,000 million
or Rs. | bill'on to two Stete banks. This year these overdue
and. unpaid loans are likely to climb to greater heights. These
loans can and will never be recsvered, Ultimately they will
be written off. What it means is that a government that has
made a fetish of removing subsidies from basic commodities, public
utilities and welfare services has been compelled to subsidise the
farming community to the tune of Rs. 500 million to 1000 million
every year, Refusal to grant loars to. farmars who have not
paid'their old loans will cnly further restrict agricultural produc-
tion in food crops. This prob’em of unrecovered and
unracoverable peasant debt is not peculiar to Sri Lanka alone.

In Tamil Madu, in the last budget, the Government had t> write

off Rs 42 crores of co-operative loans to *small farmers” —
farmers owning five acres and less, The Finance Minister
had alfo announced that “takkavi’’ loans amountirg to Rs. 16
crores extended to agriculturists for various davelpment
purposes would be written off. Th's brought the -total of
relief to farmers to Rs. 58 crores.” One crote Is a hundred
fakhs, that is-ten million arid the amount waived is Rs. 580
mill on Indian rupees which'is equivalent to about RS, 1,160
mHlion Sri Lankan rupees. This relief to Tamil Nadu farmers.
was halled in all quarters as a “‘bold decicion” in view of the
“present plight” of agricultursts though it would seriously
affect the financ'al position of the state. Experts in India have

stated that the farmers have suffored setbacks bcause the prices -

that agricultural produce fetched had rot kept up with the

Inflation” that-had increased the prices of agricultural inputs and .

other commodit’es and services tha farmers had to buy in order
to live and to keap’ up production, India. has been sensitive
to the needs of farmers and over the last fiftéen years —from the
time Indira Gandht took over the reins of governmentin 1966—
agricultural production has steadily improved and todyy India
fs not only self-sufficient in food but isalso.'n a position to
export many food ‘crops. The situation in-Sri Lanka is very
different.” Food “productjon (eXcpt, miracu'ously, paddy) has
shown a steady decline in tecent years. We are still going

down the slope at a furious pace. Learred thesis are produced

by bureaucrats and technocrats writing from their arm-chairs
in & reond tioned ivory towers offer'ng stupid and unconvinc ng:
explanations for the decrease in production of subsidiary food

crops (to them the dec“ease is no decrease but a blessing in -
disguise), preaching sermons on’ the virtues of the new plans -

set In motion coupted with the price incentives (through floor

tiges) and then predicting that the millenium in agricultualr -
planting was round thecorner. Tae latestof these Mussiahs -
is a bureaucrat, whose profound thoughts found -cantre-page’ -
prominence in the Ceylon Daily News on July- 10, 1980. We '

shall deal with the merits“and demerits of the outpourings
of this bureaucrat in due course.
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Whither $i Lanka?

Colombo, July 26, i
IN SRI LANKA we are still obsessed with
our little parochial problems withott realising

that many of the ills that have beset this country
stem from happenings in the great big world

outside. For.-one thing, military expenditure

on a global scale In 1979 had attained the
astronomical figure of one million dollars
per minute which Is four times of what it
was at the time of the Korean war,

According to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) the turnover
in the armaments trade is more than six times
higher than what it was in 1950-59; that there
exists on the surface of the earth more than
60,000 nuclear arms, the equivalent of four
tonnes of explosives per head. In this situation,
what many do not realise is that the world
is slowly slipping irto war.The French Institute
of Public Opinion (IFOP) poll publ'shed recently

showed that 28 percent of French people P

feel that the risks of world war are “very
strong’’and 47 per cent consider It to be*'fair”.
The Chinese remain faithful to the theory
of the .inevitability of worid war—they say
thiat one has never seen an arms race that
has not led in the final analysis to an armed
conflict. . Many ongoing wars still continue
in Africa, Central Americd, West Asia, Central
Asla, Indo-China and even in the remote
areas of the Pacific. ;

- A commentator, Andre Fontaine, in the
Prench paper Le Monde recently ralsed some
interesting querles: “How many problems
are getting accumulated without solutions
Being found for any of them? How many peo-
ple find a sltuation found unacceptable by
them, and no other way out except terrorism?
How many powers which for the sole pleasure
of staying In power, are prepared to resort
to anything —to corruption as well as to torture
and killing? The ecoromlic evolution does not
éncourage optimism elther. Hunger already
kifls I5 million persons every year, of whom
five million are children. The four and a half
billlon human beings of 1980 by the end of
the century will be about six billlons—or
fore. How to feed them? The debt burden
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of thé developing nations -has doubled coms
pared to 1976 to touch a figure of $ 325 bil-
Hon, Some of them, like Brazil .and ' -Peru,
already dedicate more than one third of their
export incomes for paying foreign deb:s.
In the industrialised world, despite the proxis
mity of electlons, as in J:pan, West Germany,
United States and France, nobody dares herald
brighter days to come: each month. witnesses
the aggravatlon of inflation curves, unemploy-
ment and commiercial deficit. In the  East
also, there is general retardation of growth.
And all the indications polnt to a decrease
in the world production of hydrocarbons,
whereas the alternative sources of energy are
far from being able to fill the gap........ S

After discussing the pros and cons for
the outbreak of a nuclear war he went on to
Save Siaie In any ca-e it is diffieult to Imag-
Ine that either the WSSR or US after having
amassed over 30 years and at heavy costs the
megaons and the means te direct them to the
enemy camps, would let themselves ba vane
quished w.thout having used them.” After
ointing out that “‘the only sure means of
preventing a nuclear war is just simply to
prévent any war”, Andre Fontaine went on
to say: “The way things are-gaing, one cannot
prevent it except by resigning eneself to some
form of capitulation or ether, without at-
tacking face to face the factors that rendar.
it possible, If not probable. The first of such
factors is a fantastic gap between the waalth
of some and the poverty of others. Either,
one may arrive at negetiating between the
natlens a re-distribution of the resources and’
the investments which would enable the
world to become ‘liveable’, to borrow the
formula of Father Cosmaocor, the law of the
jungle shall lead them once again to caticlysm.
Shall ideologies, nationalisms, mere or less
sacred selfishness, fanaticisms of all . kinds
continue to mask any longer the evident fact
that we are condemned to save outse|vés
together if we do not wish to perish together.”.

~ In these troubled times in Srl Lanka, it
has become more than necessary to think eof-
the problems of the world and mank'nd that-
implnge even on this island and act in a mannet
that might lead to beneficial results—and net.
behave like complacent political ostriches and .
close our eyes to facts. LS R

%



- o There care..cartaln: matters staring this
-country and the: worldin thelr face: economic
.growth -has s'owed dowmn on 2 global scale.
Both the developing and developed countries
seemed dcomed to go through a continued
perlod -of slower growth and it will be no
-better for the Soviet Union and other centrally
pl-nned ecoromies of Western Europe during
1980, according to a UN global survey. At
the heart of the economic ills of the wofld,
according to the survey, is the rise in ol! pricss
from $ 13 a barrel to $ 30 and the inflationary
and recesslopary trends resultlng from such
Increase in the United States, the biggest oil
consumer, The survey stvesses that the current
economy calis for a fresh attempt at inter-
national economic co-ordination” on qu:stions
of critical importance to all groups of countries.

Mr. Jean Ripert, U.N. Under-Secretary
General for International Co-operation, ac-
cording to a PTI report, sald the unfo:tinate
fallouts of the current ecchomlic disorder,
were severe especially on non-oil exporting
developlr g countries. This would [ead to a
‘more -declded slowdown In thelr economic
activity. Tre'r external payments position
would be severely stralned. Mr. Ripert, s.id
the need for an interpaticnal dial.g.e on
economic co-operation could not be over-
stated In the pre eit context “‘under the pre-
sent. clrcumstances International co-cperation
must clearly include both the oil-exporting
and non-oil-expor:iing developing countries.”
Further, the survey in a prospective analysis
of the world economic situaticn In the next
five years—1980 to [985—says that the out-
look ahead" is also generally expected to ba
glcomy. Inflation rates are likely to remain
high in the years ahead. Another factor work-
ing towards sustalned Inflation is the conti=
nuing trend towards decelerated labour produc-
tivity growth in most of the developed market
economies’’, the survey says,

* Moreover, according to an AP news come
ment, the International Monetary Fund has.

reported that rising oll prices have worsened
inflation in industrialised countries” and have
aggravated- trade deflcits in the industrizlised
and devéloping worlds. A report titled “World
Economle Outlook” prepared by the [MF
stoff, notes a general pattern of slow growth
of ‘output, with a threat of recessionary tend-

dencies in the industrialised world, a sharp

3

slump In the growth of the volume of world
trade and a sudden and major worsening of
the distribution of balances of trade and: com-
mercial transactions among the major groups
of countrles.” S e

We cannot do better than conclude this
note than by citing in extenso an article by
Ranil Sencnayake in the Sun on June 5, 1980,
entitled “Conservation ~ or Consumerism’’:
“The Important questionsthat modern deve-
lopment theory pose are, which defisition
of development? Should devalopment be - mea-
sured as a rise In consumerism or should.it-ba
measured as the degree of conservation through
public awareness? If these que-tlons are ap-
proached objectively it would seem  that
conservation or the intal’lgent use of resources
endows a nation with a greater degrea 'of
independence. Resources are limited, whather
it be oil, gold or *in. Some are renewable,
l.e., hydro-2lectric energy but this is limited
at a maximum rate of supply. A situation
where demand exceeds supply leads to “eco-
nomic instability. A rapid increase in" the
price of the ‘tem can be expected, Tha price
of electricity In Sri Lanka ma's an Interesting
example, The figure shows the average selling
price per unit in cts./Kwts. ' The rise In the
cost of power has been slow until the end
of 1977; by the end of 1978 the incréase was
over 90 per cent of 1977 price. Thase prices
are based on hydro-electric power. When the
power demands exceed the hydro’ potentlal,
then thermal power Is used. This source Is
unfortunately tied to the price of oll or coal.
Thus a ‘fuel adjustment charge’ has . to be
made. This makes the price of a unlt vart
fom 8! cents to Rs. 1.88. Tae fuzl adjustment
charge will increase with every increase jn.
the price of oll. Today about 48 percent
of our electricity is genersted using ol bared
thermal power. Any solution to our “energy.
crisis’” with the use of Increased.  thermal.
power will mean a rise in the price of energy.
This in turn will be reflected in an increase in

the cost of llving., ...~ ..r o0l

“There is a further problem of meatlng
the needs of th's new level of 'demand.” [f
thermal power is used (otl, etc.) our pational.
power budget becomes Inexsrably linked with
the global price of conventional power and
we are tied even closer to global inflation
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trends. Such a procass would certainl y weaken ;

any independence that a sovereign natlon has.
The_‘ostrich syndrome’ or burying ones head

in the sand when a problem arises- will not

help us as a natlon. Ignoring m'stikes will
not mike them go away. ' The '1980  report
‘of the United Nations Envirenmental Pro-
gramme (UNEP)._stresses the need for energy
corservation. - It alco stresses the need to
bu’ld up alternate energy supples to coal and
olli. The report calls for *‘balanced develop-
‘ment” to ensure astable future for the world.
To the development with consumer sm is to
invite the dicese of conspicuous consumerism:
‘Thorstlen Verblen, an economist analyses that
it Is contplepous consumerism that has led to
‘the precentt high standard of livirig In the West-
ern world, He also notes that'by this process
‘man wil be driven to =ven higher levels o
_consumption with no real Increase in con-
‘tentment’.. He further notes that with the
modern habits of consumption; ‘more is con-
.tinually needed not necessarily because of the
veal satisfaction It brings, but because without,
one will haye less than his® neighbours and
‘that, under the canon of consicuous consu-
merism Is a fact too horrible to contemplate.

“This view Is corfirmed, by. recent visitors to

Sri Lanka. . Frank Govers, a Dutch designer.

is an examp'e; he said, ‘Sri Lankans buy clothes
because they need it. We, In Europe, buy
it becouse it is high fashion.” Thus the chasers
of ‘high fashion’ are victims to the ills of cons-
picuous consumer'sm. The parallels to the
increased consumption of power are evident;

the price a nation pays for this Is not small.

“Despite the pressurcs of the irrespon ble
irdustria'ists, the Robber Barons and thelr
ilk, the government is now tak'ng acritical

lock at the effects of there negative values in.

our land., The Prime Minister has stated
-that it is time to go back to traditional va'ues’,
“When one ‘considers that our tradit onal values
‘were based on a concept of non desire, the
anti-thesls of consumerism, the depth and the
import of this statement becomes clear. The
"M nister of Lands has recognized the enromous
value' of the ‘conservaticn of our air, water
“land, “and has begun massive reforestation
“programmes and - conservation programmes.
With the promsed use of TY to educate the
ryral pub'ic in science education, the people

will soon have ‘the conceptual tools with which’

TRIBUNE, August 2, 1980°

to grasp the value of conservation in  main-,
tainlng our national independence. ~ This
despite the machinations of the profiteers,
the concept of development as baing equated’
with consumerisms may chapge to the more.
sane idea of ‘balanced devel.pment’ where
conservation is encouraged and admired.”

We must be thankful for small mercles,
0 0 0

FILM FOCUS

Red Roses

| have had occasion in this .colump, to
hand a bouquet to the quality of the Tamil
productions that "come off the directorial
prowess of Bharati Raja, particilarly in the-
context . of the bold themes ke hardled on
life sized situations, that confronted peosple
in their day to day livirg, Hypocrisy was
anathema in the cheice of his steries, ard |
attribute the suecess of his film - Niram:
Maratha Pookal [n Sri Linka to these. ele-
vated stardards that he projacied convincingly -
- on the sllver screén—yet success has been
heady wire to him at the peak of his* cireer
and a nodding intoxication drove him too far
to produce the film Sivappu Rojakkal (Red
Roses), ~thet crashed headlong to rape the
moral taberpac'es that were well established
in religious India. - AL S

W:thout commenting further, | would
like to reproduce a prize-winning letter that.
appeared In an{india weekly, with due apologies
to Its editor ard the writer concerned.. Of
course | expect the State Film Corporation
to keep this film off our shores with the added -
expectation that our Producer Directors would -
not be tempted- to prostitute theirtalents,
~when at the crest of a popu:’arity wave to
glorify sex, with meney in mind; The letter
under reference wirh the edi‘or’s ¢ mients"
reads as-follows: *“Are we straining ot gnats and |
letting go caniels? We baulk at kissing bu: allow’
‘unmitigated sex and vlolence in our films.  These
- twin factors cause more havoc and demoralisation
than anything elsé. Producers, In search of cheap
“thrills and excitement, 'vie with onz’ anither
to preduce lurid, sexy films with novel -twists
and turns to heightén the effect. A Tamil film

€7
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entitled "RED ROSES” has a macabre character
. as the hero, who marries severdl beauiful, eligible
- girls cply to murder them and bury them in the
* backyard. The household cat laps up the blood,
leaving ‘no tell-tdle signs. He cherishes the red
" ‘roses,” which spring up on these graves! The
- picture is running to packed houses. This is a
gross’ abuse of a popular medium, which could
be effectively utilised to elevate the think'ng of
_the general public, - Young minds are -fertile
- ground, where idzas good and bad cdn .take
root easily. Exposure to sexy, vislent fifms corrupt
their minds  and thoss less disciplined and with
less strength of character succumb to tempta-
“‘tions.  Juvenile delinquency is on the increase,
“as also crime ‘and sex assaults. Rscently thare
“ was a spate of bank robberies everywherz and
. the felons are reported to have taken their cues
from films which clearly depicted the modus
‘operandi employed by the bank robbers. Pro-
“ducers will be do'ng a signal service to the nation
by producing clean, good films based on solid
moral values or with pleaty of fun and humour,
which will act as a tonic to tired, fagged out
minds.’ EDITOR'S COMMENT: “One sometimes

wonders if film-makers are taking leave of -

their senses. Tnere is tafent, there are enough
resources, there is a wealth of good. story
* materizl, Ard yet, what we see on the screen
most of the time Is atrocious rot. Alas, the
real film-makers are very very few. The rest
are get-rich-quick businessmen who, ' really
have no business tampering with such a sen-
sitive and potent medium.”

DANDU MONARA (The Flfr'ing Chariot)
i

Sinhalese: A neat and compact film that runs
for just 90 minutes, but compresses within

.be proud of, It is directed by the up and
coming W jaya Dharmasiri of ‘Duhulu Malak’
fame, while the caméraman Sumitha Amcra-
_singhe trivels with him to capture with vivid
realism, the thin poverty line, which when
breached could play havoc with the domestic
bliss f simple rural folk. In this film, the
_purchase of a bicycle even as 2 necessity, pot
only empties the meagre residue that is con-
tained in tills, but also interferes catastrophically
.with their humble wedded lives. The story
“weaves in and around the happiness of a tech-
*nical hand. Jinapala (Joe Abeywickrema). and
his - pretty wife -Anula (Malini Fonseka), that

-hits rock bottom as. they sweat.and slave to

£

“be recognised at awards time next
prepared to accept that bet. ©

that time the best ‘that Sinhala cinema could _.-LETTER :

GANJ

use by some as a drug of “vital medical .imp

pay up the monthlyﬂ[ns.talm_ents for their only
‘luxury’ —the two wheeler. "~ The ~events are

‘narrated by their son Bindu, who with sweet”

innocence relates. the cruel slings and arrows
that converged eventu lly to separate his parents
as they reached breiking polnt fininclelly.
Anula gets back to her mother (very con
vincingly portrayed by Chandra Ka'uarachchi),
while Jirapala breaks down to hug the bottle
and tries every trick In the book to get his

_wife back to his hearth and home. loe Abey-

wickrema who is by far one of our bast natural
actors and Malini Fonseka who siips into her
role, quite away from that in the film Raktha
without much effort, gather and de'iver the

- message that this versatile director has had in

mind. The hand to mouth existence that
prevails amlidst rural poverty, trembling so
much between the cup and the lip all the time,
to-be given the coup de grace by indebtedness,
has seldom bzen surrfaced effectively ‘as in
this film. It provides so much food for thought
for the inflationary times we live in: | was not
surprised that this fine effort in its brevity
won a Soviet Peace Committee Diploma at

.the Moscow. International Film -Festival of

1979. It is a gem of a film that shines in its
simplicity, and Is a clear pointer that  the
cirematic talent at our disposal is not bzing
wasted, and swinging back into its own. It'is
family fare, anc if you feel that it would not
year, i am

~ Jamés N. Benedier

EL

I'am not sure whecher you have, in Tribine
editorials, urged the ‘‘Guvernment to make
use of Ganja plant to make money”’, as made
out in a reader’s letter«in the Tribune of May

Sir, .

31, Eyen if you had done that, [fecl thut to
. sponsar, the cultivation of Ganja: as a_money-

earner (1) for Lexport or(l)fl,r use by Sfi
Lankans (for plessure) is different from its

tance.’
L TRIBUNE, August 2, 1980.



= A natural'(e.g. plant) product or a synthe-
tle chemical compound is used as a “medicinal-
preduet” fe., a drug, only when it is known
with certait ly that it has a bensficial efject
In human disease. 1t has t5 be proved beyond
reasoriable doubt that the chemical compound
In_quest'on brings relief or cure in a spe-
cific disease; "also, that it'is ‘equally giod
of better than an exist'ng drug in that diceise.
This "has rot been demorstrated with respect
to Ganja, as far as ] know. If such a thing
has ‘been  demonstrated ‘1 {and, | beleve
you) would be grateful for such information.

" However, | hasten to ¢larify my oplnion
on this matter vis-a-vis'the quest on of whether
to Iift the ban on the use of Ganja. | do not

“think that a ban on the use of Ganja can stop
Its use (a5 in the case of tobzcco smoking,
the use of alcohol, LSD etc.) But thece pracices
In the society—namely the tobacco-smoking,
-alcohol - ete.—should not be encouraged or
sponsored because () they are definltely harm-
ful to the individual and the society and (2) they
do not have any berefic’al effects on anyone.
Thus, one finds it difficult to azree with the view
that Ganja (or any other habit-forming druz)
should be freely made available to people because
it -is less harmful than alcohol.

 Garja (or cannabis) is ot:tained from the
plants Carnab’s sativa, canpab’s indlca and
carnab’s americana.  The crushed leaves and
flowers of this plant are smoked—ind then,
specifically called ganja or marijuana. The
resin extracted fiom the plant isingested —
and, then, called harshish.

Cannabis plant contzins several compounds
which affect human m'nd and behaviour, They
are the followirg:~ [. Cannabinoids of which
tetrahydrocannibilal (THC) is the best known.
This has what Is calied psychotoric effect Ie,,
an undesirable effect on the human m'nd,
thinkirg and behaviour. (2) Cannibidiol which
inhibits the microsomal enzyuses in the
human liver. These a-e the enzymes which
metabolise: {mea ing, here, alter chemically
and render inactivc) most of the dwg: we
tzke for various illnesses, If not for the acti-
vity of these enzymes, the drugs we take will
remain in-our budy (in an active form) for very
long: periods of time~swhich would be un-

necessary and even harmful, This will happen’

to a certain extent when the microsomal

TRIBUNE, Adgust 2, 1980

enzymes are Inhibited by “heavy and" long
term use of cannabls, Therafore in a  habitual
cannabis-user, medicine given for various fils
nesses will have unduly excessive effects (over-
dosage) and unduly prolonged action —which
Is usually disadvantages. -~ = - -
.. Effects of intake of cannabis (ganja)
when ingested or inhaled (smoked).

l. Short-term immediate effects {acute tn-
toxication): Pnysical - effacts —reddening of
eyes, raised blcod pressure, raised heart-
rate, Inflamed throat, uns:eidiness. S

Psychological  effects—here, there is
much individual variations—feeling of ela-
tion; size of objects and distances appear dis-
torted; time appears to move fast: increased
suggestibility; imp.irment of memory and
judgment; emotionsl upheaval; cannab s-users
have repor ed that they receive and percelve
a “flood of sensations.”” :

2. Repeated administration of cannabis will
cause ‘the following effects (in addition to these
mentiored above) —illusions, hallucinations, an-
xlety, aggressiveness, sleep-disturbances.

3, Inhibition of microsomal enzymas (as
described above) with consequent overdesage—
effects and prolonged action of drugs taken
for ilnesses. oy :

4, Unconfirmed reports have shown that
there had been a reduction of brain-substance
in heavy, long-term cannabis-users (Lancet,
2, 1240). i g

5. When given to pregnart animals, cannabls
has been found to produce fatal deformities
(i.e., deformities inthe young ones they give
birth to). - S

6. Smoke from Ganja cigarettes fs known
to produce cancer in some animals.

7. Dependence (or addiction): Cannabis
is one of the substances which, when used over
variable periods of time, generate an urge In the
user to continue to take it. T

Due to this urge, 2 habitual user of cannabls
Is unable to discontinue its use. This is called
dependcnce {old term—addiction). 1f a hab tual
user . (an -addict) dlscoatlnues using it, he
feels miserable and unfit,” This is called emo-
tlonal dependence—because the addict . emo~
tionally- upset when  the addicting-substange
is withheld. Other common substances whigh -
cause dependence are ethyl alcohol (disconti-

"



_yatlon by an addict causes a physical Hiness
known as. the .withdrawal syndrome), tobacco.
smoke (discontinyation causes mental misery),
heroin, amphetamines (e.g. ‘‘desedrin’,) LSD,
oplum, Caffeine in tea and coffee also falls
into this category. The. danger of getting
gddicted to _one. of these substanges is that
there is a stong urge or a  compulsion In the
addict to continue using it and, if discontinued,
he beecomes -physically or mentally ill.

So the addict cont'nues to use is over
fong periods, perhaps for life. For a
compound like caffeine (In tea, coffee), this does
not matter because long term use does not
significantly damage the heaith of the user.
But for the others (including ganja) long-term
use carries significant health risks.

Dr. B. G. Punchihewa
50A, Borupana Road,

Ratmalana,
1.7.80.

-+ +
EXPOSE

R-_atket In House
Building

Should not the concept of the Consumer
Protection Act, one of the progressive measure
Introducted by the present Government, be
widered in application to give much needed
protection to house builders? By house builders
I mean not the contractors (tough men who
hardly need tutoring In how to protect their
interests) but the small folk who invest their
life savings to get houses put up for them-
selves and their families. At present they
run the risk of being cheated by unscrupulous
entrepreneurs who promise to put up houses
but often their schemes are plans to enrich
themseives at the cost of impoverishing their
clients, They make superficially attractive
offers to build houses - «<cheaply, but
there have been a number of cases of clients
being cheated of their money. The modus
operandi of some of these slick entrepreneurs
can be exposed from a case of which | have
intimate knowledge and can vouch for the
fasts stated below,

"

. When the client Intervlews the -gnter-
premeur he is shown a  prospectus- which
states that before any bullding can be done
the client must pay a sum equivalent to 5§
per ccnt of the total cost of the proposed
building. - This payment is to meet- the cost
of -““detalled engineering drawings, bills of
quantities, specifications and procuremsent of
materials and supervision -of gonstruction’”,
If the construction is handed over to the enger-
preneur, the client is told, it will be carried

out on the basis of measure and pay based

on the rates quoted in the bill of quantities
submittaed to the client who will also have to
make 2 down payment of 35 per cent of the
full cost of the house in advance at the time
of entering into an agreement for the eons~
truction. j ; :
But what Is the fate of the trusting client
who is anxious to have a house even at'a heavy
Assuming the house {exclusive of the cost
of the land) is to cost Rs. 100,000 the preli-
minary payment demanded of the -cllehtl&'&%)'
will be Rs. 5500. And what does he get in’
return for it? | will come to that later. Let
us assume the client pays the Rs. 5,500. The
enterpreneur takes the money and then is
quick to demand the 35 per cent (Rs. 35,000
in this case) advance payment on the total
cost to enable purchase of building materials
“before prices rise still further.” The client
needs to be wary enough and demand first
to see the draft Agreement before dec'ding
to part with such a big sum of money. Tha
enterpreneur’s response is to supply a draft
Agreement overwhelmingly loaded In his own -
favour and calculated to leave the client at his
mercy. For example, In this case although
the client was given a bill of quantities which
showed that the cost of the bulding would’
be much higher than originally told to him,
it was stated in the draft Agrecement that he
must make payment for materials and labour
according to fluctuating market prices if they
rose higer. The enetrpreneur is protected
against every possible contingeney that could
adversely affect him but the client must make
all payments demanded promptly or thave his
house unbuilt or left unfinished. ‘He has no
claim even on the building materials sup-
posed to be purchased out of his Rs.35.000ad~
vanced and is at the mercy of the entrepre’ =
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-7 {Mhen” thié 'wise cliént realises “what his
pl'ght would be and demands to have a more
honest-and equitable Agreéement he is blatantly
told ' that the enterpreneur’s legal advisers
advise aga‘nst ary changes. Tney have the
impertinence to tell him t6 s'gn on the dotted
line: The client who has any commansense
and’ ‘sélfirespect réjects such - a demearing
dictation. He replies ““nothing dii-g" “and
asks that of the preimirary paymant’ of Rs.
5,500 he made he be given a refund ‘n respect
of the services not rendered to him (.~;
“purchase of materials and site sujervision”).
He is'in for a shock when he is told that the
enterprencur hss arbitrarily decided to - ref ind
him orly 1f2 percent (Rs. 500) of the
Rs. 5,500 rhe client had paid and thit out of
this Rs. 500 a sum of Rs. 150 would be de-
ducted breause an employee of the entrepraneur
had to- twice visit the building site (a iourney
of a mere 8 miles) in order to inspect the site
for pr paration of the building plan, - This
is in spite of the fact that the clent had been
scparately charged for “‘detiiled enginesring
drawings”® which is included under the item
visits to the site! Thus he was offered a measly
refund of Rs. 350 out of his Rs. 5,500 and told
to find another person to build the house.

On the client demanding to krow the break-

down of the 5} per cent (Rs. 5500) he had

paid he was told that it was as fol ows: Cost
of detailcd eng neering drawings 3 per cent
(Rs. 3,000y the true cost would be far less
than Rs: 1,000); the bill of quantities and spec'-
fications were valued at Rs. 1,000 (I per c nt)
(again,an irflated figure); the cost of prepar ng
approval drawings was stated to be 1 per cent
(Rs. 1,000). In offering to refund a paltry sum
of Rs. 350 the entrepreneur was hoping that
the ¢l ent, in order to save some more of the
Rs. 5,000 he paid out, would take a risk and
sigh cn the otted line also make the 35 percent
(Rs. '35,000 advance payment).

" Afthe client gives in and takes a risk, what
Is his plight? H s Rs. 35,000 plus the entirety
of the Rs. 5,500 is in the clutches of the enter-
preneur. who, instead of bullding can delay
performing his part under the Agreement
with impurity and proceed to use the client’s
advar.ced sums of money on other business
ventures, such as speculation by buying and
selling land and house property. Multiply Rs.
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35,000 plus the uneXpected part of the ' Rs.
5,500 (say Rs. 3000) i.6., Rs. 38,000 by - 100
{assum ng there are 100 cl ents) and the entes:
prereur has bagged a sum of Rs. 3,800,000
which if placed in fixed deposit in a bark would
7ield him annualiy an income of Rs. 760,000.
The aggr eved parties could, of - course, embark.
on legal action but would it not take long
to contest.and win the case! Meanwhile; the
entrepreneur would have made a collosal
fortunes,- - T i

~ When the Consumer Protéction Act “pro=
tec’s coasumers agi'nst b:ing cheated of a
few cants should not protection also bezfforded
to people who have been lured into investing
their ha-d-earned l:fe savings in: housé ‘cons:
tructlon: but’ are in danger of having their
blood sucked by those who crave to.get rich
quckly?  U:less the public are protected -
in this mattar the valiant efforts of the Hon'ble
R. Premadasa, Prin: Mislster and Miaister
of Housing & Construction to get the popula-
tion decently housed as one of the chief ob-
jectives of the Government will be frustrated.
| appeal to him to take swift action so charac-
teristic of him to check firm'y the unscrupulous
operators who cheat investors and so sabotage
the national housing programme.
H. E. R. Abayaseketa -

10, Stubbs Place, : _
D ckman’s Road,
Calombo 5.
24.7.80 rals
P.S. Copy to Hon'ble R. Premadasa, Primg

Minister & Minister of Housing &
Construction. i e
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‘New Magic Bullets—1

By Prof. A. C. J. Weerakoon

- Professor, Dept, of Biological Science, =
Srl Jayawardenapura University and General

President, Sri ~Lanka Association for the
Advancement of Science. i

. The greater part of this article was
broadcast over the radio on |11.5.80 as
one of a serles of talks by different persons
on the theme *“The Expanding Mind.”

It will be published in the Tribune in four|

instalments.

Introduction: But first: What is a pest?
Briefly, it is an animal or a plant species whose
life activities have come into conflict with
Man’s interests, adversely affacting his heallth,
his food or his industrial production.  Cha-
racteristically a pest species is found in large
numbers.

Early attempts at controlling pests: Man
has been dealing with the problem of pests
from time immemorial. It is probable that
he domesticated the cat In order to control
rats and mice which fed on the grain he had
stored for his own use in his barns. An ex-
ample of this sort of thing, nearer to our
own time, Is Man’s controlling of the Citrus
Scale Insect of California.  This Insect was
accidentally introduced a few years eaflier
from Australia and had, by 1882, become
such a pest of the Citrus orchards of California
that the Citrus industry there was faced with
collapse. At the suggestion of an entomologist,
Riley, a search was made In Australia for natural
enemies of the scale insect, and several para-
sites and predators were introduced from
Australla Into GCalifornia in 1884, One of
these, the Yedalia lady bird beetle, established
itself and fed so voraciously on the scale in=
sect that, within a year or two, it had reduced
the scale insect population so much that it
was no longer an important pest of Citrus
in the USA—and this control the Vedalla
beetle continued. to malntain, unaided by
Man, for the next 60 years or so: in fact, until
the coming of -modern pesticides 2t the end
of the Second World War, And there Is the

9

story of Malarfa,” Even before it was d'scoverad
in 1898 that the diseate ws trassmitted - by
the bite of the mo-quito whose eggs are 'aid
on water and whase young stages live in-wa‘er,
the disesse had gradually disappeared from
Britain and from most of Europe as the land
wais opened up and marshes drained. Not
consclously planned and achieved, this Is,
noretheless, an excellent example of - the
environmental control of a pest—in this case
by depriving it of its breeding sites. After
the d scovery of the role of mosquitoes, work
was started in most of the malarial countries of
the world, to study the life-and habits of the
particular mosquito species responsib'e for
the trarsmission of the disease.in each country,
and to try to disrupt that life cycle so as to
reduce the mesquito population and  thus
reduce the incidence of malaria. For example,
environmental control by making -breeding
sites unsuitabl'e with removal of ‘necessary
shade or ‘with ollirg the water surface, and
so on, of biological control by the encourage-
ment, even the breeding and introduction,
of natural predators like larvivorous fish
and so on. Gradually and stead Iy the inci-
dence of malaria was bsing reduced all
over the world. These succasses were rela-
tively undramatic, and needed much sustained
hard work, : ¥ ik

There are h-iany__ mare fsu;h"e&xa:n;;;')lé;,
but these two should be enough to.  show
how the pest -problem was belng. tackled. .

Discovery of ths killing power of DDT:
Then came DDT. An organic compound
first synthesised in Germany in the late 19th
century DDT was found, in the course of
laboratory studies in Switzerland in 1939, to
be a powerful poison. against insects. In 1944
an epidemic of Typhus fever, a disease of
man which is transmitted by body-lice, little
insects very like the common head-lice, an
epldemic o’f-Tz;ph.gs fever, broke out in the
Italian city.of Turin and in its neighbourhood,
war-weary and under Allied Occupation. In
an emergency campaign DDT . was  dusted
over some 3 million people and almost im-
mediately. brought the epidemic to .a dramatic
end. . Men grew widely enthusiastic .about
the Immense killing power of this new insect -
killer, “Pest controllers were quick to use it
against other pests. Factories were set .up
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to manufacture' DDT on 4 vast scale. . A new
and ‘profitable industry began and grew rapidly .
The voice of the ecologists: Acutely cons-
cious of the complexity and the delicacy of
the relationships within the living environ-
ment, of the close knit interdependence,
on the one hand, and of our vast ignorance
of the actual details of .these relationships,
on the .other, ecologists cautioned against
hasty and Indiscriminate use of such potent
and: broad-spectrum poisons. But thers were
fewer of us, ecologists, then, in the early
1950s than there are now, and, what is perhaps
more important, ecology itself had not yet
become the popular catch-word it s today.
So these warnings of the ecologists went un-
heeded, often unheard. DDT was applied
everywhere.. More and more powerful organic
pest-k'llers were synthesised, ‘manufactured
oh an enormous scale, and used —Dieldrin,
BHC and so many others. 1Incidentilly, it is
ironic to 'reflect that Parathion was first syn-
thesised and manufactured by the Germans
durirg World War 1l for use as a nerve gas
againstman, that It was not used during that
conflict because both the Allied and the Axis
Powers did their utmost to and - succeeded

in ‘avolding the horrors of poison-gas warfare,

but that few people seem tc object to its
being spread around in our environment to-
day, during
a pesticide!
Widespread use of the new organic pesti—
cides: To return to DDT. In Callfornia where,
as ‘we have seen, the Vedalia lady-bird beetle

had for more than half a century very suc-.
cessfully kept the Scale Insect population of

Citrus orchards down to such low levels than
It caused no significant economic injury, the

Citrus farmers were sold the idea that they

should get rid of that scale insect completely
with DDT. Accordingly they began to use it
in 1946. ~Within a year or two the Citrus
Scale was.once more a-major pest. of the orch-
ards! What had happened was th's: DDT,

like all these pesticides, is non-specific in -its

action.. ' Broadcast into the environment it
affects many other animals besides the target

species aimed at; and it affects them to differ-
ent cxtepts dpending on the species concerned. -
In this case the Vedalia lady-bird beetle proved
to be much more vulnerable to DDT than
the Scale insect which was the target aimed.
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peace-time, now that it is called

at. As a result the beetle was kitled off in
large number and its prey, the Seile Insect,
multiplied exceedingly and the result was,
what is now- called a Resurgence of an already
controlled pest. Fortunately, what had hap-
pened there was recognized very early and
the DDT applications were stopped. Three
years later the beetle populations recovered
sufficiently to bring the Citrus.Scale pest under
control again. e ' ===

There have been many similar failures
with pesticides—most of them not so easily
or so cheaply corrected.. The case of the cod-
ling moth, for example, whose caterpillars
attack apple orchards causing “heavy [osses.
Soon after the success of DDT against lice
in ltaly in 1944, cthis pesticide was tried out
against the codling moth in” Britain’s erchards.
Initial results were dramatic. W thin a few-
years the codling moth had receded to the
status of a2 very minor pest In these orchards
but its place as 3 major pest was taken by the °
red spider-mite, which had  hitherto “been
present in these orchards but had been of
little or no ecoromic importance, .  Yhat
had happened in this case was that the pesti--
cide, belng non-spec'fic and entering  wdely
into a complex liter-related biological com-
munity had not only knocked out the codling
moth (which was the target aimed at) but
had also knocked out several predator species
some of which had preyed on different develop-
mental stages of the red spider-mite and kept,
that animal In check, = Once these natural
checks were removed ‘the red-spider mite
grew in numbers enormously and become 2 -
new major pest, one actually credted by man
who had blindly and blunderingly - upset.
the ecological balance! This phenomenon s
referred to today as the creation of an Upset
Pest. Often, as in this case of the red spider-.
mite, it costs more to control the new pest -
than It had bost to control the pest whaich
was replaced. In 1974 it cost the US industry -
US & |10 million per year to control the red -
spider-mite. These failures are not generally
mentioned when we are told that, what with -
having to feed an “exploding population” of
human beings, we capnot afford not teo use
these modern .magic weapons against pests,
the organic synthesis pesticides, Just as we.
are not told that in the USA after more than
20 years of the rapidly increasing use of these -
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modern synthesis pesticides average crop losses -
Increased from about 119 in 1904 to about
3% in -1968! R

- (To be continued)
TOPICAL

Industrial Estates Versts
Housing Estates

By Dr. M. L. M. Salgado, Ph.D. (Cantab),
B.Sc. (Lond.) Dip. Agric. (Cantab).,
Fellow of the Institute of Chemistry
(Sri Lanka)

Since 1960, four Housing Estate com-
plexes have developed on what ware c>¢ nut
estates in the Ratmalana-Moratuwa areas. The
ploneer Scheme was the di:section of Ratmalana
Estate, formerly owned by th= late Sir Wilfred
de Soysa, into a well-planned Housii g Estate
by dividing it into 20 perch and 40 perch
blocks provided with broad roads and avenues

‘and the necessary amaaitises.

Besides bungilows which were built in
due course, 2 few facories also were estab-
lished not far from the muiin Coulomb »G lle
PWD road. The first fctory was es:ablizhed
by a well known Biscuit C mpany n .t far from
the Galle Road. Soon other factories were
established, along the road to Attidiys, the
first _being a Shirt factory, followed by a large
tractor-cum-garage workshop.. And -further -
away a large well tractor agency's sales Ce.itre
~ and waorkshop., There also sprang up alarge
textile factory as well as an aluminium goods
factory. These factories were however alI_
along the main PWD rcad and not interspersed
among the residential bungalows. These were
mostly by Indian entreprenuers. As. men-
tioned eartier there were no factories. within
the: .main Housing complex whose resients
were not disturbed either by the din of fac-
torles working perennially on continuous 8-hour
shifts, nor by the inevitable environmental
pollution resulting from factory effluents and
or disposal of debris. =
SO THE HOUSING COMPLEX developed
into reasonably planned GARDEN CITIES which
was characteristically named SIRIMAL UYANA.

Further the large preponderant Buddhist popu—
latlon was also provided with an excsllent.
well organised Buddhist temple, the Malika-

- ramaya, a beautiful haven of peace and reli-

gious harmony, which caterad to the spiritual
needs of the residents. There were however
no other necessary recreational facilities, such
as a Playground, C nema, Theatre or Club
very necessary for the needs of residents and
the development of their soc'al live and com-
muiity feelirg. AR

The second large Housing Estate was the
Lady ~Catherine Housing estate, estab'ished.
by Mr. George layasuriy., son-in-law of the
late Mr, R. E. S. de Soysa and who had in-
herited this extensive coconut estate, stretch-
ing from Moratuwa to Ratmanalana on the
demise of h's wife who was a daughter of
Mr. R. E. S. de Soysa. This estate was the
hereditary property of the De Soysi family,
and the rasidence of Mr. C. H. de Suysa whose
family resldence was the Walauwa situaed
on the Southern periphery of the Lady Cathe-
rine estate which was a flourishing coconut
property before it was dissected into Bullding
blocks. '

The Lady Catherine housing estate . con-
sisting of well d:stributed 20 perch and 40
perch building blocks, wss established in
1960/62 with broad 40 feet cross roads lead-
ing from the Borupola Road. Even these
roads were owned by the owners of the
building blocks, which formed a part of the
block. The roads were metalled by the estate
proprietor and charged to the owner of the
bulld'ng block, for which an extra charge of

~ Rs. 750/ — were made In the case of owners .

of 40 perches and Rs. 350/— in the case of

20 perch ‘owners.

In the original Plan as advertised by the .
owner of the estate, provision had also been .
made for the civi¢ and social amenitles, such
as a shopping centre, market and a playground
to be constructed at the expense of the estate

‘owner. This promise was never kept and
‘once there was a demand for bullding blocks,

even these areas earmarked for these pur- .

pose were also sold, quite contrary to the

terms of the original agreement. The adver- _
tisement may not have any legal force, but it
was a gentleman’s agreement, it was a great”
_disappointment to the realisation of the com.
munity and social hopes of the resident society,
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THERE WAS SOON ESTABLISHED a WEL-
FARE SOCITTY organised by the residents,
most of whom were government servants
on active service, most of whom could not
take an active part, even in the Co-operative
soclety. Fortunately there was soon estab-
{lshed a Buddhist Temple at the sole expense
of a Pioneering Buddhist Priest to cater to
the. spiritual needs of the residents most of
whom were Buddhists, as well as to meet
the religious needs of the poor residents of
Borupona village living on the banks of the
Borupona River, where the Ratmalana-Boru-
pona road ends. There Is also 2 well patreni-
sed Pattini Devale in the centre of one of the
cross roads in the Housing Estate, which is
well patronised at the weekly Poojas, and in
a way meets to some extent the community
neds of the residents of the Housing Estate.

By 1960 to 1963 or so most of the buildings
came up at a time when building costs, both
costs of materials and labour were very cheap
compared to what it is today. Most of the
residents are from the south and came into
residence to meet thelr main neéd of ade-
quate facilities for the education of their
children in good schools in the neighbourhood
such as St. Thomas® College and Prince of
Wales College within the three-mile rule
and also those who managed to get admission
to Colombo schools as the housing estate
was barely 8 miles from Colombo.

Mention should be made of the Housing
Scheme of the Hindu Board which was estab-
lished by the late Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan
and which Board had also established the
Colombo Hindu College on their land which
was also originally a coconut-cum-rubber
estate, Unfortunately, the Tamil residents who
dived in the Hindu Board lands had a tragic
fate during the communal disturbances of
1958, when this area suffered heavily at the
hands of the Sinhala thugs, who destroyed
by fire some of their houses and set fire to
cars and even murdered some of the in-offen-
sive Tamil house owners.
Tamil residents sold most of their houses and
remaining building blocks which were mostly
purchased by the Sinhalese on very favourable
terms.

It should also be mentioned that the
Hindu Board Housing Project was provided
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Soon most of the'

with excellent broad 50 feet roads, metalled
and with road drains, bullt with concrete
structures, to- reduce the water logged condi-
tions. On the contrary the other Housing
estates in this area were not provided with
adequate road drains which only accentuated
the water logged conditions as surface drainage
and release of storm waters were very slow
as most of the road drains were never desilted.
The lands of the Lady Catherine Housing
Estate, opposite the Hindu Board complex
were marshy, poorly drained, with the result
that this area has become a veritable home
of mosquitoes and not resident, whose lives
are endangered by Filaria which is now endemic
in this area. This main social and health menace
has not been seen to by the Health authorities
up to date.

Originally the area covered by the Lady
Catherine Housing Estate was administered
by the MAMPE/KESBAWA Yillage Committe
and the Hindu Board Lands by another VC
until in 1975, the Lady Catherine Housing
estate came under the Administration of the
Moratuwa UC, and the H ndu Board Lands.
went over to the Dehiwela-Mount Lavinia
Municipality.

The 3rd Housing Estate was the Nefum-
pura Housing Complex financed by Mercantile
Credit Ltd., and planned under the able gu'd-
ance of Mr. N, U. layewardene. In this case

. the land was yet a portion of the Lady Cathe-

rine Estate, and situztd entirely in. Moratuwa
under the jurisdiction of the Urban Counckil.
Even the building of some of the Houses were
financed by Mzrcantile Credit under a system

of long term loans, repayable after a long -

period. Both elecirically and water were sup-
plied by 2 pipe borne supply by the Moratuwa
UC and electricity too from the UC supplies,
unlike in the case of the Lady Catherine Hous-
ing Estate which had no pipe borne water
supply and each bngalow -had its own well
with water pumped by motors electrically
worked.  Unfortunately in the Nelumpura
Scheme the roads were not metalled, and
during rainy days these were almost impassable

for cars or even for pedestrians.

(To be continued)
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SOVIET PROPOSALS

To fnd The Arms Race—2

(An abridged version of the memorandum
submitted by the delegation of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics to the tenth
special session of the UN General Assembly
devoted to the problems of disarmament
on May 26, 1978).

5. Ending the arms race requires the
early and successful completion of the
talks under way to this end at the bilateral
regional and internatlonal levels. In a
number of cases, the talks have identified
‘ways which can lead to agreement, and a
considerable, perhaps even the main, part
of the work his already been accomplished.
F nal success can be achieved by multiplying
these effortsand making them even more
purposeful. _

This is primarily true of the Soviet-United
States talks on the limitation of strategic
offensive arms, designed to limit the deploy-
ment of the most dangerous and destructive
armaments, the use of which would be tanta-
mount to unleashing a nuclear world war.

There is a real opportunity to bring the
talks on the complete and geperal prohibition
of nuclear-weapon tests to a prompt and success-
ful conclusion. The peoples of the world have
been awaiting this opportunity for the past
I5 years, since the conclusion of the Treaty
banning nuclear weapon tests in the atmos=
phere, in outer space and under water.

In order to clear the path towards cons-
tructive agreement on the complete and
general prohibition of nuclear weapon tests,
the Soviet Uaion, as Is known, has recently
taken.a number of steps in the areas where
the main difficulties were encountered. We
have. agreed to verification on a voluntary
basis, to a moratorium on peaceful nuclear
explosions, and to the entry into force of the
Treaty even if initially only three of the five
nuclear powers —the USSR, the United States
of America and the United Kingdom—become
Parties to it. We are in favour of the early
complgtion of the drafting of the treaty and
its signing.

Practical talks are also under way on the
prohibition of the development, production and
stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their
destruction. But here progress has been ex-
tremely slow, and this state of affairs cannot
be considered normal.  Although certain
difficulties have arisen in the course of the
talks and consultations on the prohibition of
chemical weapons, mainly in connexion with
the problem of control, they are not insur-
mountable. The problem of control over the
prohibition of the development, production
and stockpiling of chemical weapons and
their destruction can be solved on the basis
of national means of verification supplemented
by well-considered international procedures.
For its part, the Soviet Unlon has made and
will continue to make efforts to bring about
the successful completion of the talks on the
prohibition of chemical weapons.  Similar
efforts, however, are required on the part
of the other participants in the talks.

An advanced stage has been reached in
the preparation of an agreement banning another
type of weapon of mass destruction—radiological
weapons, that is to say, weapons which affect
Jiving organisms by radiation resulting from the
non-explosive disintegration of radioactive mate-
rial. The draft convention banning the develop-
ment, production and use of radiological
weapons has already been partly agreed
between the participants in the talks. The
Soviet Union considers that this work should
be complsted without unnecessary delay.

There is also a possibility of placing on
a practical footing the solution of the question
concerning the reduction of armsd forces and
conventional armaments. The Soviet Union
has consistently and continuously favoured
meaningful measures to this end. On varlous
occasions, such measures have been the sub-
ject of exchanges of views, consultations and
negotiations, both on a bilateral basis and
at international forums. The time has now
come to proceed from general discussions to
actual work, to concrete talks, in accordance
with the programme of practical measures
which the Soviet Union is now submitting for
the consideration of States Members of the
United Nations, .

It is high time to make headway in the
negotiations on the reduction of armed forces
and armaments in Central Europe. Here the
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3ssue under discussion Involves the reduction
of mil'tary tension in an area where such ten-
sicn is”particularly high, and where the con-
frontation of the armies of the two military
politlcal” alliances “is especially “dangerous, -
. Success in these negotiations would. be
an important contribution to the improvement
of the overall international situation, and
would serve as an example and a model for
practical steps to reduce armed forces and
armaments in other parts of Europe, as well
as In other regions of the world. '

Military detente on the European continent
also requires other steps recently proposed by
the socialist States—gbove all an undertaking
by the States participating in the European
Conference not to be the first to use nuclear
weapons against each other. The purport and
significance of this proposal are evident. Clearly
its implementaticn would considerably fac’-
litate an agreement on the reduction of armed
forces and armaments in Csntral Europe.
The proposal has been made, enough time has
been allowed for its pre!lminary study,
and It is time now to begin discussing it jointly
at an appropriate international forum.

Progress Is possible In the recently initiated
Soviet-United State consuitations on the Limitation
of the . International trade in and transfar
of conventional armaments. This is an urgent
prub'em which needs to be solved. Th's can
be accomplished in the general context of
international  detente, the consolidation of
internaticnal peace, the eliminat on of exist-
ing war darger points and the preve .tion of
the emergence of new such dinger points.
This meais that reasconabe and precise poli-
tic:l -and international legal criteria should
be formulated in order to determine in which
situations and in regard to which rec:pients
arms transfers are justified and permissible,
and ‘n which they must be prohibited or
drastically limited. Such criteria shouid be
based on .the Charter of the United Nations,
the definition of aggression, and the decisions
of the Unlted Natiuns concerning the granting
of material and moral support to peoples
fighting for their liberation from colonial
and racist oppression.

Obviously, not only the USSR and the
United States of America, but also other
States that supply such arms, should take
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patt in solving the question of the limitation
of international trade in and transfer of ¢on-
ventlonal armaments.

6. It is essential to strengthen those
‘international -treaties and agreements in
force which are “designed to limit the
arms race and to ensure their universality
and the participation in them of all States
without exception.. -

A whole retwork of such treaties and
agreements has been built up by now. It
includes: the Treaty banning nuclear-weapon
tests in the atmosphere, in outer space and
under water; the Treaty on the Non-Proli-
feration of Nuclear Weapons; the Treaty
on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space; the Treaty on the Prohibition of the
Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed
and the Ocean Fioor; the Convention on the
Prohibitiocn of the Development, Production
and Stockpi!irg of Bacteriological (B olugical)
and Toxin weapons and on Their Destruction;
the Conventionon the Prohibition of Mititary
or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental
Modification Techniques,

In view of the fact that there are 149
States Members of the Usited Nations, it is
impossible to regard as normal a situation in
which only 106 States are Parties to the Treaty
Banning Nuc'ear-Weapon Tests in the three
environments, 102 States to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 73
States to the Convention banning bacterio-
logical weapons, 65 States to the Treaty on
the ‘prohibition of the emplacement of weapons
of mass destruction on the sea bed and the
ocezn floor, and about the same number of
States to other treaties and agreements.

Why do one-third or even half of all
States avoid participating in these important
international treaties and agreements? Neither
nationa| interests nor the desire for more
far-reaching measures in the field of disarma-
ment, nor references to the fact that a given
State does not have at its disposal the types
of weapons which are limited or banned under
these agreements, can be an obstacle to' ac-
cession to them. At the same time, It is quite
evident that universal participation, in these
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reaties and. agreements will enhance their
effectiveness and political prestige.

7. There is apparently a broad measure
of agreement that, in our age, economic
development is inseparable from the solu-
tion of the problem of ending the arms
.race and bringing about disarmament.
The. resources which would be released as a
resuit of practical action by States to this end
would copstitute a very important source
for the improvement of the well-being of
countries and peoples, and would be a signi-
ficant reserve for the expansion of develop-
‘ment assistance. The more radical the appro-
priate measures, the deeper and fatther they
would. reach, and the more additional material
resources could be ‘diverted towards those
objectives. -

There is also another approach which
would make it possibie, directly and imme-
diately, even before important measures in
the field of disarmament are carried out, to
combine both 2spects of the matter: the im-
position of material limitations on the arms
race and the release of certain additional re-
sources for peaceful purposes., This approach
Is the reduction of military budgets.

~ The General  Assembly has repeatedly
expressad itself in favour of the implementa-
tion of that measure, and the use of part of the
funds thus relessed to provide assistance to
developing countries. The intention at that
time was first of all to reduce the military
budgets of the permanent members . of the
Security Council by the same percentage in
the case of al| the States concernéd. That
decision has not yet been implemented because
certain States, including some permanent
members of the Sscurity Council, -refuse to
‘work towards, reaching’ practical agreement
invoking, inter alia, the argument that the
“military budgets of States are not comparable.
= The Soviet Unlon, seeking to facilitate
‘a solution to this duestion, is now proposing
that States with a |iter economic and military
potential including all the parmanent members
of the Security Council should agree on specific
reductioh in their own military budgets not in
terms of percentage ' points’ but In absolute
figures. “Such agreemeiit might cover, for
instance, a.period of three years, beginning
with the budget of the next financial year.

5
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At the same time, agreement could be
reached on specific amounts which e:ch S:ate
that reducad its military budget would allocate
for increased aid to developing countries.
In such a case, it would be desirable to set
up machinery within the framework of the
United - Nations for the distribut'on of such
funds among the states recelving aid.

e * *

“In submitting the above ideas on practical
ways of ending the arms race, for the consi-
deration of this special sesslon of the General
Assembly, the Soviet Uaion believes that the

.steps proposed are a bare minimum. Without
“thelr implementation the arms race will not

be halted. i :
At the same time, the steps proposed
are substantial. Their implementation would
actually mark a turning point in the entire
course of international development; from the

"arms race and military tension to mi:itary

detente, and a radical lessening of the threat.
of war. B s

~ Moreover, all these steps are feasible.
All of them take into account the existing
balance of forces and would result in no uni-
jateral advantages of benefits whatsoever for
anybody to the detriment of the security in-
terests of other.. On most of them, talks are

‘already In progress and in many cases: are

nearing completion. With regard to otheér.
steps such talks could be started in the near
future. ' i
Willingness to move ahead decisively and
political will are essential if the arms race is
to’ be ended. The responsibility of each’State
for the present and the future of the peoples
is so great that a State which failed to co-
operate_in meeting this historic challenge -
would be committing a crime against-humanity.

" Concluded

XX LX
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MASS MEDIA

Manipulation Of Information
by Virgilio Calvo

* Havana, June 29,

THE INTENSE manipulation of information
carried out by imperiallsm via news agencies,

radio and TV stations, publications and films,.

may take different forms but all are aimed
at imposing imperialist domination on as many
people and countries as possible. The news
media resorts to tricks like omission —which
they try to justify by an alleged lack of space —
or give big coverage to events which are of
no Importance to humanity as a whole, but
are designed to call attention to a given event
or person. There are many examples of these
techniques, but the following is agood one:
“Alexandria, Egypt, June 17 (AFP}—The de-
posed Shah of Iran is running a high fever
as of a few days ago, but he seems to be
FECOVEriNg. . yuvens i

The language Is designed to arouse sym-
pathy for the “poor”” deposed, exiled and will
monarch. The image Is one of a victim and
not a criminal hated by his people for the
many crimes committed dvsing his bloody
regime with the complliclty of US Imperialism.
The teletypes of capitalist news agencies
are filled with items of that sort, they cover
the pages of newspapers and magazines, appear
in films and on TV or reach the most distant
areas thanks to radio. This Is part of the dirty
work done by the modern-day scribes at the
- service of Imperla'ism and international re-
action, the very same people who under the
cover of alleged press associztions are constantly
talking about freedom of information and
Its free flow. Herald which had 23 known CIA
agents on its staff—or for Forum World Features,
|ncorporated in the state of D:laware, which
has been identified as belonging to the CIA.

In today’s world, every news item provided

by the mass media under capitalism has a

sitister, tendentlous or ill-Interitioned objec-

tive, Even the most apparently banal reports
have = premeditated alm, even if only to divert

attentlon from really imporant issues, because,

after all, who cares If the Shah I'Eas a fevert

How many peoples are interested in knowing,
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as a dispatch announced 2 few days age, that

a bottle of wine had been sold for the fabulous
sum of 31,000 dollars? What’s behind this
“news” which is transmitted daily by capitalist
news media?

Not many .people are interested in the
Shah’s fever, but they are interested in having
him sent back to Iran to be tried for his crimes.
The fact that a bottle of wine is sold for enough
money to feed five African or Latln Amerlcan
families for a year is an affront to the 400
million hungry people in the world today,
who are completely ignored by the capitalist
mass media.

This “news’ is almed at confusing people
or diverting thelr attention from more Im-
porcant matters, It is outright diversionism.
If the people in the Sahel region face death
because of the long drought, if millions of
heciares are devastated by locusts, depriving
milllons of human beings of the fcod they
need to survive; if the Inhabitants of an entire
Aslan natlon starve to death for lack of food,
none of this matters to the capitalist mass
media.

They are more concerned about the
Shah’s fever or the price of a bottle of wine

This is the manipulation of information
—Prensa Lating

® # L

NGUYU—6

Providence
by Bwana Rafiki

Mr. Alagesan was, | belleve, proprietor
of Tribune wnen | first came into contact with
It, and | must say | took to Tribune rather
as a fish to water, lts format was wholly diffe-
rent from what it is now, and it cost only
twenty-five cents, if my memory is right.
From twenty five cents to three rupees is
indicative of the way Ceylon has changed in
the last eighteen years. | cannot remember
how many years ago it was that he had an
accldent, and | seem to remember that his
eyesight was always rather poor, but | have
a vivid memory of him pouring over the
Shamba articles that appeared some time ago,
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pouring over them with someone to help
im, look'ng for reference to cattle, for they
were scattered. He had great courage and
he alw:ys managed to be cheerful even if he
was caught in what might have seemed at
first sight a despondent mood. His death
though sudden was by all accounts a happy
one.

Esau gave away his birthright as the elder
of twins to his brother Jacob for a mess of
potage as one translation of the Biok of
Genesis says, when he came in hungry from a
hunt and felt like death because he was hungry,
and his lack of pride was held against him.
] did not want to follow Esau’s example yester-
day, but it was not hunger but conveniency
that drove me and it was a question of my
signature being required. The patrarichs as
they say, or rather are called, scemed to
have had remarkably few' children withaut
practising birth control or having themselves
sterilized and they were all loved by God as
even Christ makes clear. | hold myself subject
to correction, but when they had children
by slave women, it was always at the instance
of thelr wives who were unable to bear other
children themselves at that time. Abraham
had two children [n all, lssac was the father
of twins, and Jacob or Israel had ten sons.

A polite reply to a letter | had sent a
Department which was in its turn a reply
to a letter | had asked them to write, a purely
formal letter for | had already indicated my
assent to the request that this last letter
made, for the letters had been supplemented
by a number of telephone aalls, precisely
four, the third one being operative and the
fourth seeking ¢larification, not merely averted
but brought to a pleasant conclusion, for the
time being, what might have been a situation
which would have become longer drawn out
than it was, and one of recrimination and a
lot of unpleasantness. [n short, the Govern-
ment is going through with its investigative
procedures secking water for a village five
or six miles away, | made one condition or

request verbally which was accepted with.

alacrity, such delay as there was taking only

the time it needed for the officer at the other
" end of the line to turn to another at his side
to ascertaln it would be done.

Providence Is, if | remember correctly,
spelt In the Concise Oxford Dictionary with

7

a capital P, and written llke that as regards
its meaning It obviously stands for God, al-
most a pseudonym for His name, but under
a particular aspect, namely, that of His pro-
vidential care for all the world, especially
His providential care for human beings. Now
as regards the world, God quite obviously
has not done so badly since the world began,
leading up to the fabulous buildings that we
are promised opposite the Liberty Theatre
near Colpetty Junction, the almost as fabulous,
victory of the United National Party at the
polls three years ago, sothat the Janadhipathl
was able to carry out certin reforms that he
desired, and the prosperous appearance of
the nation. A father looked at me incredu-
lously, incredulous at the thickness of my
head, numbskull that | was, that | should
call it a _happy colncidence that his son
should return to the Island some days
before his uncle’s death. It was Providence!

It leads us in many ways, For Instance
two days to go for handing in a submission
to a court and then finding out the operative
date was 2 month not from the date the in-
quiries were concluded but from the day
that the copy of the Proceedings came into
our hands was one example,if | may cut a rather
longer story short, for there was more to
it than that There Is no doubt that we are
asked to make an effort, and the effort is
rewarded in proportion to our faith. Faith
Is not trust in things we know about for
that is knowledge. Faith always bridges a gap,
the unknowable., Someone of this island said
there is a theologyof sport,and It was a phrase
| could not forget. Understanding what this
Is may be quite a different matter. Let 2 man
work or starvels ano ther phrase, from asource
that carries more authority, Whether work
or spott, | think it is the heart that matters,

~the heart of the man doing either of these.

A former employee takes me to the
Labour Tribunal. | go to Matara to consult
an expert on a technical matter to do with
the Inquiry, He Is in Colombo. | met the
man who is standing In for him at his station.
He tells me about a visit by the famous Basque,
Francis Xavier, to a well on the outskirts of
Galle. This was In Portuguese times, and the
well came to ba known as St. Francis Xavler's
well. The water s sald to have miraculous
properties, that is, it Is said to act in a mira-
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culous way when used by people, particularly
be héaling skin infections. | empty a s_n'"ia{I
bottle | always carry and use, containing holy
water, using it whenever | am sleeping alone
in. a room, which is more often the case than
not,-for | have a disturbed sleep if | do not,
and | fill this bottle. up with water from the
well. You can see the chain of circumstancss,
not one of them particularly favourable to ma,
leading up to something good that outweighed
the lot when put in the balance at the other
end of the scale. : 1
® @ [ ]

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE ~
July 17-23 |
DIARY OF EVENTS IN ‘SRI LANKA AND THE

WORLD COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
- PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO,

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Caylon
Dally Mirror; CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—
Sunday Time; SO—Sunday Observer; DM—
D namina;  [D—Linkad pa; VK=Y rakes ri;
ATH—Aththa; SM—Silum'na; SEDP—Sri La ka-
dipa; JD~lanadina;, SU—Sun; DV—Dava a;
DP—D napathi; CM—~Chinthamani; WK—
Weekend; RR—Riviresa; DK—D nakara; EN—

Eelanadu;  IDPR—Information Dept. P.e:s
Release. ; .
THURSDAY, JULY I7: Government

yesterday enforced the Public Sscurity Act
and declared a State of Emergency outlawlng
all strikes in the essential services; Cabinet
spokesman, Minister of State, Anandatissa de
Alwis yesterday said that persons who keep
away from work will be deemed to have vaca-
ted their posts; they are also liable to be dis-
missed without compensation; Governmeant
also decided to empwer Miristers to suppress
some of the posts or recruit personnel from
the Job Bank immediately; the Miristry of
Education is at present recruiting about 70
minor staff for some posts. Close on US dollars
4 million are flowing into Sri Lanka each
month from Sri Lankans employed in the
Middle East an amalgamate of remittances
figures from commercial and state  banks
revealed yesterday. A .draft bill to create a
post of ombudsman was approved by the

" TRIBUNE, August, 2, 1980

Cabinet yesterday. Heavy rains were reported
in certa'n areas in the Castlereagh and Mousa-
kelle reservoir catchment areas yesterday even-
ing, after the three Thai experts carried out
their cloud seeding operation over the two
reservoirs.,  Spokssmea for many foreign
banks said yesterday that they had not planned
to pay Interest on current accounts; the con-
troversy on this issue had centred around only

one or two banks, inquiries revealed —CDN.

Law and order in the country will be ‘main-
tained by the police, while the Army, Navy
and the Air Force will assist the police in this
task; all leave forthe Armed services and the
police have been cancelled. A statue of Sir
John ~Kotelawela, a former Prime Minister,
will be put up near the Cinnamon Gardens
Police station shortly. The Colombo Chief
Magistrate, Mr. D. B. Ellapola yesterday re-
manded a person produced before him by
Inspecter K, A, H. C. Gunawirdena of the
CID as an alleged threat to assassinate the
Prime Minister, Mr, R. Premadasa—CDM. The
Price Control Department has been ordered
to raid private sector hoarders of fish and
prosecute them as the price of fish in the
country reached record levels—=SU. ‘Police
and troops are now standing by to take -
position where ever needed as 2 contingency
plan drawn to meet any threat to national
security. went into effect yesterday in the
context of the opposition backed general
strike call—CO. Striking . workers have de-
cided not to go back to work even though
the government has declared emergency re-
gulations; with the announcement of emer-
gency by the SLBC, more trade unions have
called theit members to strike—JD. Employees
of the Government Press launched a strike
yesterday while employees of the Food De-
partment, members of the clerical usions
and employees of Local Government and
Public installations continued the strike des-
pite the declaration of Emergency by the
Government. More than 100,000 workers
have row joined the General strike; 2 section
of the public clerical staff and employees of
the Local Government and Co-operative cate.
gories joined the strike this morning—ATH

FRIDAY, JULY '18: Tight security measures

were. clamped down through-out the country
yesterday  as: trade unions controlled by
Opposition - political parties . prepared to go
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ahead -with their planned. general strike in
support of an immediate wage increase; the
government, which promulgated a state of
emergency under the Public Security Act
and . banned strikes in the essential services
on Wednesday to meet the threat of a general
strika, also cancelled a!l leave to public officers
from today. The World Bink Development
Committee's task force has initiated a US
dollar 200 billion new Arab fund through
which Sri Lanka, as one of the Most Seriously
Affected (MSA) developing countries, would
qua ify for grants from the fund. The govern-
ment has decided to be very stern with all

those who defy the Essential Services Order
promulgated on Wednesday night, govern-
ment sources said, The transport of rice,
flour and sugar to tha outstations was moving
uninterrupted and there should not be any
shortages in these commodities in any of the
districts, Food Commissioner P, M. Hassan
said yesterday. Nirses belonging to the Public
Service United Nurses’ Assocation yesterday
worked without the black bands, they wore
on Wednesday to protest against the delay
by the government to settle their demands;
these nurses kept away from work on Tuesday
on sick notes. There were as many as 25
acts of sabotage allegedly by striking railway-
men in the first nine days of the railway strike
this month—CDN. The General Secretary
of Rajya Seva Jatika Vurtheeya Samitli Sam-
elanaya (State Services National Trade Uaion

Federation) Mr. Douglas Abeydheera, in a
Press release states that members of 53 trade
unions and several other independent trade
unions in the government sector have pledged
that they would be prepared to perform any
type of work to help the government to main-
tain its service. All nurses will receive Rs. 100
as shoe allowance before the end of August—
CDM. The Ministry of Public Administration
yesterday set cut the guidelines for ministries
to recruit personnel to replace those going
out on strike. Police yesterday banned the
Joint Trade Union Action Committee (JTUAC)
rally; they informed officials of the committee
that permission for their rally had been with-
drawn. The decentralisation and restriction
of the Government’s massive islandwide cons-
truction effort has been recommended by an
offigial committee amlidst World Bank warn-
ings that unrestricted construction activity
could cause inflationary pressure on the eco-
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nomy —SU. = Employees of the Posts & Tele-
communication_department, six lead'ng public
sector trade unions and the private sector
trade unions are expected to join the general
strike from Monday—ATH, All services in
the country wll come to a standstill today
when the private sector employees join theé
General strike; majority of workers in the
CTB, Government Departments and Corpora-
tions, and Banks are now on strike, A number
of trade union leaders have been taken into
custody by the Geovernment—JD. '

SATURDAY, JULY I9: President J. R.
Jayewardene, Prime Minister R. Premadasa
and several . Ministers yesterday addressed a
mammoth crowd at Maliban Junction, Ratmalana
to explain the folly of causing a stoppage of
work which will hinder the development pro-
grams; this is the first time that a President
or a Prime Minister of the country has gone
out to meet the people to the heart of a trouble
spot_during an Emergency to explain to them
the Government's posit on, one of the speakers
told the rally. The general strike called by
Opposition trade unions yesterday failed to
disrupt any essential service because of the
poor response from their membership, an
official spokesman said. There were very few'
visible signs of strike action in Colombo city
yesterday —no concentration of strikers at
various spots and no plackards, Reports from
outstations indicate that work was not affected
by the strike though a few had kept away from..
work; generally the situation was peaceful
and no incidents reported —CDN. As far
as he knew there was no strike on now; only
some employees in the government and the
corporation sector had left their service on
their own free will; the President Mr. J. R
Jayewardene told a massive rally yesterday
at Ratmalana; he was sorry to say it but these
people need not come to work from Monday;
they could léave their jobs and go but the
government will go on. The President, Mr.
J. ‘R, layewardene yesterday ordered the
Mayor of Colombo Mr, B. Sirisena Cooray
to recruit new labour to replace those on
strike in the Colombo Municipal Council —=CDM. _
Government will soon introduce legal measures
to prevent  workers being misled by their
political“feaders, President J. R. Jayewardene
announced yesterday. The Government yes-
terday imposed a press. censorship; the Secre-
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tary to the Ministry of State, Sarath Amunu-
gama has been appointed Competent Authority
under emergency regulations, The Army
and the Air Force have decided on a general
mobilisation and are calling up all reservists
to repott immedlately to thelr units, Several
ministries and other state institutions yester-
day moved to recruit new personnel to re-
place groups that went on strike —SU. Presi-
dent layewardene speaking at the mass rally
in Ratmalana stated that new laws will soon
be introduced to prevent politiciars from
misleading the people —DP. The Government
has Znnounced censorship of newspapers; all
oppositlon newspapers cim2 out merely bjank
to protest agilnst the Censorship.

SUNDAY, JULY 20: Assessing situation
reports of the country-wide strike plcture,
the Prime Minister’s office yesterday described
the opposition-backed general strike bid
as a damp squibthat is already “fizzling out”;
with all public utilities working smoothly;
and the police enforcing the move-on bylaws
preventing congregations of strikers who were
mainly clerical employees, there was little
indication to the man-on-the-street that any
work stoppage was on, The CGR will begin
recruiting new hands from tomorrow. A
high powered tender board was set up by Gov-
ernment last week to consider bids for the
supply of additional gas turbine capacity to
augment the country’s electricity supply pro-
jected to fall short of demand early next year —

$0. According to informed sources, the Sap- -

soni Commission has firmly rejected the con-
tention of the TULF leadership . that non-
Violence based on Ghandian principles is
their only means of achieving their objective —
the creation of a separate State; Mr. M. C,
Sansonl the former Chief Justice and the one-
man Commission which probed the disturbance
in August/September 1977, will submit his
report to the President Mr. J. R, Jayewardene
tomorrow. Those who have vacated their
posts under the Emergency Regulation No, 41
need not attend office on Monday 2lst as they
are no longer in Government or Corporation
employment; any employee however, who
has good reason to explain his absence may
send an excuse In writing to the Head of the
Department in which he works—ST. Gov-
ernment will introduce legislation to norma-
lise appointments to posts rendered vacant
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by those foining the general strike attempt.
Four former members of Parliament are likely
to be charged for fraud shortly. CID detectives
wil move in this week to probe an alleged
racket by one garment syndicate In chanpelling
investment Promotion 'Zone textiles to the
local market. Government has approved the
setting up of a special unit in the National
Housing Development Authority to under-
take the construction of the 30,000 houses
financed by the West German Freidrich Nau-
mann Stiftung—WK. A Sri Lankan engineer
has manufactured an electric bus from scrap,
Minister of Industries etc., Mr. Cyril Mathew
sald yesterday that the government would
consider a salary increase when the Minister of
Flnance returns from abroad —SM. The Minister
of Trade has decided to reduce the prices of
a large number of Imported goods by 6%, —RR

MONDAY, JULY 21: President J. R.
Jayewardene told a public meeting at Attana-
galla yesterday that this government was not
a weak and vacillating government but a gov-
ernment which will rule firmly and fairly
according to the massive mandate given it
by the people on July 21, 1977. VYarious Minis-
tries and Government Departments were
yesterday preparing to recruit new staff to
replace those who have vacated their posts
by joining the strike in the essential services
which has been declared illegal; the Minister
of Plan Implementation said it had received
requests so far mainly for clerical staff from the
Job Bank. Dr. Gamini C. Wijesekera, Secretary
Ministry of Transport Boards, yesterday told
CTB workars not to believe false rumours
that were being circulated by interested
parties that the CTB too would join the strike
today, Emergency regulations were gazetted
last night prviding for restrictions on opera-
tions of Bank accounts held by trade unions
or such other organisations or by office-bearers
on behalf of such organisations or trade unions.
Twenty houses constructed in each of the 168
electorates will be handed over to 3,360 families
today. The railway has arranged to run extra
trains today thus giving commuters more
trains than last week, a spokesman for the
Railway said yesterday, Police yesterday.
made an assessment of the general strike situa.
tion and sald law and order had been wel|
malntained throughout the country and thag
there were no major incidents~CDN, The

20



full deployment of the Armed services in all
parts of the country commenced from midnight
yesterday —CDM. The Government will never
bend to intimidation and threats, President
J. R. Jayewardene pledged last night. Private
tea factory owners who face severe finangial
difficulties in thelr industry due to the rising
cost of production, however, complain that
government has not responded to their appeals
for relief, and warn that they may have to
close down. Permission for holding trade union
rallies or political meetings during the period
of the state of emergency will be granted only
if the sponsors give an undertaking in writing
that they would not violate emergency regu-
lations; Government spokesman sald yester-
day—SU. The lob Bank will send about 6000
persons this morning to fill in vacances created
by strikers—DP. large number of unemployed
persons have queued up hoping to replacs
those who have vacited thelr posts —~DM.
President Jayewardene said yesterday that
those who are recruited to replace the strikers
will be permanent employees of the public
sector—LD. The Job Bank has up to date
filled 4000 vacancies of those who have vacated
their posts—DV. '

TUESDAY, JULY 2%: The Sansoni Com-
misslon report on the racial disturbances of
August and September 1977 states that the Tamil
United Liberation Front's claim of a separate
state would have to be a political one pursued
on legal and constitutional lines. In 2 broadcast
talk to the nation last night President 1. R.
Jayewardene said the government had decided
to seize the funds of the striking trade unions
and create a special fund tojhelp the wives and
children of those who had lost their jobs by
participating in the illegal strike; he said he
was very sorry that the wives and children of
those misguided people were suffering as a
result of the strikers losing their Jobs; but
there was no other action they could have
taken,. he said. Long queues of people seeking
jobs began forming from carly yesterday morn~
ing outside several ministries and departments
as. Government started recruiting new hands
to replace those who had vacated their posts
by joining the strike. The Ualversity of
Colombo Teachers’ Association yesterday de-
cided to suspend trade ,union action and
assist in the conducting of examinations —CDN.
The Government’s policles were attuned, not

to the giving of subsidies but for development
which would lead to employment; if there is
development, then those people employed
as in developed nations, can meet the chal-
lenge, the challenge of the cost of living, so
<ald President Jayewardene in a broadcast last
night —CDM. The Sansoni Commission which
investigated the communal disturbances of
1977 has warned that any attempt to set’up 2
separate independent state in the country
without the consent of the entire nation
would inevitably result in civil war and blood-

shed: Mr. Sansoni presented his report to °
the President yesterday; the report stated
that the majority of the people of Sri Lanka
were against division of the country; aggressive
attitude of the Tamil United Liberation Front
mambers and members of its youth move-
ments during the [977 election campalign
alarmed and antagonised the Sinhalese, the
report said. As large crowds of prospective
job seekers queued up before several State
institutions in the city and the provinces,
contingents of the Army. Navy and the Alr
Force took up position to form one of the
tightest ever security cordons in recent times
yesterday —SU.  President . R. Jayewardene
speaking at a public meeting in Maradana yester-
day stated that the emergency would be
lifted as sco. as the strike ended —VK. The
Food Commissioner is likely to be removed
from his post and sent back to his earlier
post in the Central Bank; this change will take
place on the recommendation of the Committee
which investigated the import and distribu-

tion of goods under his supervision —/D.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23: The Employers’
Federation of Ceylon decided yesterdsy to
come down hard on strikers; at an emergency
General Council meeting, the Fedaration de-
cided that all employees of its member firms
who did not present themselves for work
in consequence of a decision to strike will
ba deemed to have vacated their posts, Mr.
E. S. Appadural, Secretary of the mployers’
Federation of Ceylon said: the Federation
will immediately direct all its members to
commence recruitment to fill all such vacancies.
that would arise out of the implementation
of its decislon to consider strikers as having
vacated thelr posts. A large number of em-
ployees who kept away from work last Friday
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have requested that they be permitted to come

back to work. The cigarette scarcity ciused

by the strike at the Ceylon Tobaces Company
Ltd., Is expected to end by tomotrow. Thz2"

Ministry of Educition is making elaborate
arrangements for the forthcom'ng Common-
wealth Education M nisters’
be held at the BMICH from August 5to I3.
‘Police have set up a spec’al commando unit,
manned by sportsmen of the Police Depart-
ment to handle any special situaton that
may rise from the strike—CDN. The govern-
ment had till yesterday recruited 9,000 persons
through the Job Bank to fill the vacancles
- created by the vacation of posts by strikers,
according to Dr. Wickrema Weerasooriya,
Secretary to the Ministry of Plan Implementa-
tlon. The Universities have returned to normal
with the majority of University Teachers
Associations deciding -to continue in  their
posts of Deans and Hzads of Departments and
the University Examinations that were dis-
rupted will be held again—CDN. The Presi-
dential Secretariat has issued to all banks the

details of the trade unions whose bank accounts:

the government has decided to seize. Opera-
tlon ‘“‘Railtracks’” was launched on Monday
with units of the Police 'and Armed- forces
maintaining vigil along stretches of the coun-

try's rail network particulary between Colombo.

and Mirigama considered to be the most vul-
nerable to sabotage. Prime Minister Ranasinghe
Premadasa will head the new Natlonal Evavi-
ronment Authority to be establishad under
the . provisions of the proposed National En-
vironment Act. ‘Crime took a back seat during
the past week as the state of Emeregncy

clamped down throughout the country appa-
rently deterred wou'd "be criminals; ‘senior
Police: officials noted with - satisfaction. The -
Colombo Muricipal Fire Brigade will become:

fully operational with a freshly recruited cadre
of fire fighters within the next few weeks;
they will replace the 112 fire fighters who are

deemed to 'have vacated posts under the emer- -
gency’ regulations after they struck work last.
week —SU. The Government is draw ng up
a scheme to pay compensation to farmiers
whose crops are destroyed by floods etc—DV.
Strikers in ‘the Private sector companies re--

turned ‘to ‘work yesterday —DM.
T 5
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Conference to

Salt Two And A Half
by W.lliam W. Wade i
Washington, July 7, :

The United States is seriously considering
the latest Sovjet response to a NATO proposal
for talks seeking to limit Europe-baed nuclear
weapons. The arms control Issue already:
has a considerable history. [t comas with
conditions and it deals with a complexrange
of nat'onal security interests within Europe
and beyond.  Federal German Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt is the bearer of the Soviet
plan, outlined by Leonid Brezhnev 'n their
Moscow talks a week ago. Brezhnev first res-
ponded to a NATO offer to negotiate sug-
gested negotiations on FEurope-ba el nuclear
weapons last October—but with a pre-condi--
tion NATO found unacceptable. The pre-
condition’ was abandonment by NATO of its
plans for new modernized missiles to be dep-
loyed beginn'ng in 1983 —a force designed
to counter the latest Soviet $8-20 missiles -
already In place. Having dropped this pre-
conditicn, Brezhnev has now introduced two
further qua ifications. Oae Is that exXisting
US medium-range nuclear weapons in Europe—
what ™~ are cilled forward-based systems—
included in the talks. '

The second Brezhnev reservation is that

- any agreement reached on these European

weapons will go into effect until the US-Suviet '
SALT 1l treaty s'gned last year is ratified. That.

* ratification awai s approval of the treaty by .

a_two-thirds majority of the US Senate-an
American. - Constitutional requirement. _ The
Senate ' vote  has been delayed—ind  made
exceed ngly doubtful in this election year—
largely - because of the Soviet intervention
in Afghenistan and all it Implies for East-West
detente, - . g FE ]

‘What makes “the latest Soviet response
worthy of ‘serious ‘consideration in 2 cons-
tructive spirit—the official phrase here in-
Washington —is that ‘it conforms to previous .

- expectations about future weapons negutiations

until . row SALT—the “US-SOVIET strategic -

~ limitat’ons tatks —has been confined to strate-

gic weapons. These ‘are defined as those™ that -



can reach’ from the Saviet Unlon to the United
States and from the United -States to the
Soviet Union, . e - i .

Early in the proceedings Moscow wanted
to include- US forward-based systems but
American officials. resisted on the grounds
that these arms are for Western Europe’s
defense, not America’s defense, serving as
a_counter to the large-scale Soviet forces
poised in Eastern Europe. Now, however,
it is the weapons balance in. Europe itself
that is being addressed —nd obviously Soviet.
missiles, backfire bombers and other arms
will have to be weighed against western- de-
fenses. T @

. The complexities "of such talks —which
Chancellor Schmidt expects to last a long
time—aire enormous, - The United - States,
which has kept its European allies well Informed
throughout the SALT process, expects to
continue a ' close, co-operative relationship
within NATO as it speaks for the alliance.
The - biggest obstacle now, however, is the
stra'n on East-West relitions posed by - the
Soviet Union’s venture in Afghinistan —cast'ng
a visible blight on the spirit of - accommodation
necessary for such talks. : S

: - —VOAJUSICA

VIETNAM

On Thai Border
London, July 11, - .

Recent reports that VYietnamese troops
in Kampuchea have been making raids into:
Thailand appear to be fess than the whole
truth. Usually such reports have been based’
upon anonymous Thai military sources rather
than eyewitness -observation - and they have
been used as an excuse bythe American Gov-
ernment to speed extra shipments of guns
to the Thai military regime. - - - - -

The Vietnamese version of events (to :a
large extent confirmed by eyewitnesses on
the border) although available is rarely quoted.,
For a long time the Yietnamese have argued
that the Thais have been channeling much of
the Western ald __'m_o_p?( intended for refugees
to the remains of the Pol Pot army whe have

B

spent the last year licking thelr ‘wounds  of.
the Thai side of the border. This view was
confirmed last week when it was announced
that the Red Cross and the United Nations
agencies would be phasing out their operations
in Khmer ~Rouge territory along the Thai
border.

The immediate cause of the Vietnamese
incursion was the Thai decision to commence,
“voluntary repatriation” of refugees. Ac-
cording to the Vietnamese, this was simply
a cover for assisting with the infiltration of
Khmer Rouge soldiers into Kampuchea, The
Vietnamese side of the story was given in 2
statement by the. Foreign Mipistry in Hanoi
last week:. The statement accused the Thals
of shelling and rocketing Kampuchean terri-
tory from June 16 to June 20. . Then on lune
22 and 23, say the Vietnamese, “the Thai
authorities sent Khmer reactionary groups
to infiltrate Kampuchean territory and—sup-
ported by Thai artillery, infantry, tanks and
airforce —opened fire on Kampuchean border
guards.” ' Y

. An. editorial! in the official Vietnamese
newspaper, Nhan Dhan, on June 30 said: “Thai-
fand itself has taken advantage of “humanitarian.
aid"” as a lure to recruit Khmers living along
the border into the Pol Pot forces and thosd
of other: reactionary groups. . Most recently,
under.the pretext of “voluntary repatriation”
Thailand helped to smuggle thousands of Pol
Pot and Khmer Serdi men, fed and armed on
its territory, back to Kampuchea for sabotage
activities..... “...in defence of the country and
the Popﬂlat!on, the Kampuchean revolutlonary
atméd forces have taken actions to repulse
the reactionary forces.”. L

~ Meanwhile the VYietnamese-backed Heng
Samrin. Government has been offering to nego-
tiate with the Thals on the border situation,
even though the Thal Government. does rot
recoghize the present Kampuchean Govern:
ment, . On June 6 and |3 the Kampucheans:
apparently agreed to meet the Thai Red Cross
in.Phnom Penh, Bangkok or on:the border
to settle the problem of repatriation of refugees
in Thailand. According to a report by the
Yietnimese "Nws Agency, “the Kampuchéan
side does not consider the recognition of Kam-
puchea by Thailand as a condition for such
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contacts:”” Unfortunately, the Thais seem to
‘have rejected such sugestions, preferring
instead to call for more American guns.

“CHRIS MULLIN
—Tribune, UK.

o o o
JAMAICA

Lesson In Destabilisation
London, July I1,.. ; sl
If the British people were ever foolish
enough to elect a Leftwing Labour Govern-
ment the chances are that some foraign power
—which shall remain nameless—would try
to destabllise us. |f'so, who ¢an doubt that
the destabilisers would find firm allies in a
farge section of the British press? That s what
happened In Chile -undzr Salvador Allende
where the main paper Ed Mercurio played an
important role in softening up the Chilean
people for what was to come. :

- And that is what is now - happening in
Jamaica where a newspaper cilled the Daily
Gleaner appears to be playing a similar role
in trying to undermine the sorlalist Govern-
ment of Michael Manley and his People’s
National Party. The Daily Gleaner, you will
not be surprised to hear, has just been pre-
sented with an award by the Columbla School
of Journalism In America. According to the
citation, the Daily Gleaner has “‘earned the
wholehearted esteem of all who value freedom
through its unbiased, fearless and compre-

hensive repotting and its high = standards of

journalism.”

- Here, from a column written by someone
catled John Hearne; Is an example of the Daily
Gleaner’s high standards of journalism: ‘. ...
+...Now we have to recognise that terror
and torture are pari of a plan to keep the
PNP in sole power forever and Michael Manfey

in ‘power for the rest of his natyral er},
“*Qur -Prime Minister krows' about “torture,
He approves of it. He orders it. ‘And he gets
rid of any officer who makes a protestabout it. ,
véwaYou put Michael Manley and his crowd
in.. You can put-them out by peacefyl.means.
But you don’t have much time.!
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Nowhére in Mr. Hearne’s articla does
he offer any facts to support his point of view.
Among other fearless pleces of Journalism
carried by the Daily Gleaner was an allegation
that tourists due to comeé to Jamaica had
cancelled their bookings because of a Michael
Manley speech in ‘Havana—a very fdamaging
charge since tourism Is ‘one of the mainstays
of the Jamaica economy. The president of
the Tourist and Hotel Association denied
that there had been any aincellations, the
Daily Gleaner refused to name any sources
for its report. : AL .

Another headline story In the Daily
Gleaner alleged that the Cuban Ambassador
to Jamaica was an intelligence officer and
called for his expulsion. Last October The
Sunday Gleaner reprinted from the London
Daily  Telegraph an article by Robert Moss
which said that President Castro and his Soviet
mentors wantedto Instal a one-party sotialist
regime in Jamaica, It also said there were
more than 5,000 Cuban civillan advisers and
civilian technicians in Jamac'a. According to
the Jamalcan government, however, there are
412 Cubans in Jamaica and they are malnly
doctors, dentists, con:truction workers plus
an embassy staff of 33.

It is rot hard to sas what all this is about,
A general election is expected this year in
Jamaica and the main opposition Jamaica
Labour Party {do not be fooled by the name)
Is fiercely pro-American. The editor of tha
Daily Gleaner is Hector Wynter who, by
complete coincidence, is aformer chairman of
the Jamaica Labour Party. 5 5 _
—CHRIS MULLIN, Tribune, UK.

OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATES |

Official Exchange Rates of Commercial
Banks to thelr customers for Telegraphic
Transfers fixed on Tuesday this week
were as follows:—

| CURRENCY
U.S. Dollar -

& _ PER 100 UNITS
Buying Rate \Selling Rate

_ 7 Rsi 160450 Rs, 1607.50 ]

' Sterling Pound* * Rs. 3786.00 " Rs. 3792.00"

Deutsche Mark Rs. 911107 Rs, 91270
French Franc . Rs. 39255 Rs. 393.25

Japanese Yep . Rs. 7.3175 Rs. 7.3325 |
“Indian Rupees Rs. 206.30 Rs. 206.70
M4



WITHOUT COMMENT . .. :.¢ & .2
lanka loses US - -
Tea Market To China

-~ Sri Lanka has lost-out .to yet .another
competitor in the world tea market losing
out to China in the United States market this
year, latest reports  from _overseas  stated
yesterday.. ' Chairman of the Sri Lanka Tea
Board Mr.. Bartie Warusavitarana said ‘this
was pretty predictable with the strong pro-
paginda thryst by the Chinese in the American
market last year. Th's istsaid- to have lasted
over 10 months on a states-wide market pene-
tration  campaign: o oc 0 e o]

The Chinese are reported to have sent a
fifty-man delegation on this campaign agcord-
ing to unconfirmed reports reaching here.
Mr. Warusavitarane said he had been at the

TEA EXPORT FIGURES - -
- Sri Lanka exported 36 million kilos
of tea to the U.S. in 1978. In 1979 the
figure was 13.5 million kilos. gt
In the first 5 months of this year it
was -below 2 million Kkilos. e
China’s tea exports to the U.S. have
risen from 4 million kilos in. 1978 to 7.8
million® kilos In 1979. . - ¥
" The total for the first 5 months of
the year was 10.7 million kilos.

authorities for a long time on the question of
infusing scme dynamic global marketing strate-
gies but bureaucratic decisions had = proved
.a major constraint because, the marketing
approach of some western couitries was
Jooked on with disfavour by cur bureaurscat.
We had to play.the game according to the
rules, particularly.in the international markets,
If we were to push ahead with our sales, he
said. - He intends asking'the authorities for
clearance to take a strong private sector trade
team to the United States and Cinada, by
September [ October this year in an attempt
to pehetrate those markets meaningfully dur-
ing the “international tea conference-to be
held in those countries in those months. -

~ According ."té_;_'la;ést trade rep'c;rts, China
last year pushed in some 300 per cent .more

K

than _her 1977 exports to the.U.S.A, tea market,
push'ng. Sri -Lanka into second place, "wth
Kenya_following.a close third.' During the

first 5 months. of this year China has exported

10,5 million Kk lograms as against 7 million
k lograms during - the  same, period last’ year.
Her exports in 1979 grossad 7.8 million kilo-
grams 3s against only 2.4 milion kilograms
in 1977. China’s current year eXports fo
the U.S. market .are expecred to top the I5-
million  k'logram _mark, trade sourcss said.
- Trade reports quoting the S-atistical Bureau
of China said .China's production figures for the
past thirty yearsaccor li1g to stat'stics available
were: 1949-45 millian  ki'ograms, - 1952:9.]
millian kilograms, 1978-260 mil'ion k lsgrams,
1979-290 million kilograms. Over a ten year
period China has stepped up . her exports by
150 per cent. Meanwhile, India has also stolen
-a march on Sri Lanka capturing the Sudarese
market with some high powered propaganda
work, trade sourcss said, Indiahad also already
sent a |5 man team to Canada and Australia,
but Sri Lanka had still to wake’ up to reality
and get something 'g>ing fast in the competi-
tive marketing field, the: sources said.
: —Ceylon Daily News, July 9, 1980.

E Sa i
SOME THOUGHTS ON .

The Village Re-Awakening '
Movement G

. The above undertaking is one of the best
of its kind embarked upon in Sri Lanka since
the regaining of our National Independenca.
The thanks of the present generation and
successive future generations are due to the
Government and in a special degree to' His

.Excellency the - President, Honourable ).  R.

Jayewardene . and to the Honourable Prime
Minister, Mr. R. Premadasa, and to others
closely associated with™ and actively working
in this very praise-worthy cause fraught with
Imméasurable benefit to the country. Lengthy
and -elaborate articies ' are 'required in this
connection- going into details.. To avold ipes-
passing on the culumns: of your esteemed
paper, may | be graciously aliowed to make

two humble submissions for the present
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for-consideration by all concerned and by the
general public,  They-are as followsz~ .
{1) Religious and Moral - Development:
It~ 1s - gratifying that ~the Presidznt and - the
Prime M nister have rightly stresseéd the need
for Religlous and Moral Development. of the res-
pective areas along with thel? material progress.
It 15 trusted that continuing efforts would be
initiated and maintaned permanently for . all
times directed towards this objective. The dis-
semination of ‘suitable refigious literature free
of cost to the public at State expense in the
three languages used in Sri Lanka is one indis-
" pensable requirement. . The fojlowing are
examples of what is. bound to prove highly
beneficial: — ) i
Prayer for Happiness
" Let us five happily then,
“‘Not hating those who hate us!

° Among men who hate s . -
{et us dwell free fiom hatred! - /
S - .~=Dhammapada
' Gems from Lord"Buddha .

" 1. By oneself evil Is done; by oneself one
_ suffers; by oneself evil is undone; by oneself
~ onels purified. Purity and Impurity belong

tu oneself, no one can purify another.

‘9. Before long, alas! this body will lie on

“the earth, despised— without understandin

" like a useless ‘log; ‘yet our thoughis will

" endure.* They will be-thought again, and
-~ will produce action. Good thoughts wili
“ produce good actlons, and bad thoughts
~ will produce bad actions.

3. The fool who knows his foolishness, is

~ wise at least so far, But a fool who thinks

" himself ‘wise, he is a fool indeed. -
_ 4, The fault of others isis easily percelved,
- but that of oneself Is difficult to percelve.
A man winnows his neighbour’s faults fike
" chaff, but his own faults he ‘hides, as a cheat
" hides the false disc from the gambler.
. Sayings of Bhagawan Sri Ramakrishna
" Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda
_whese Jubilee Celebrations are forth-
. goming this yeari— = .-
-4 ' Donot:find. fault with others.ete.
2. Serve creatures in the consclousness that
..they- are -yerily God Himself,

“3 Kattna Yoga Is communion with God
by means ofwork. e Lo vl aes

~ TRIBUNE, -August 2,.1980

“Do not find fault with anyone,- - -
‘" not even-with an insect, As you pray
+ to God for devotion, so also pray that
you may not find fault with anyone.”
Bhagawan Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
This Is the gist of all worship—To be pure
_and to do good to others. Me who has served
. and ‘helped opnie poor man seeing Siva in him
“without thinking of his caste or creed or race
or anything, with Him Siva is pleased.
" Swami Vivekananda
Sayings from Holy Christlan Scriptures:
1. Do unto others as you would be done by.
2, | have come to serve and not to be served.
3, He who Is the servant of all is the greatest
of them.

4, To err is human, to forgive is divine.
5. Blessed are the meek for theirs is the
Kingdom: of Heaven God.

6. Blessed are those whe expect nothing
for they shall be disippeinted.

Sayings from Islamic Sacred Literature;
1. From Allah we come, unto him we return
2. Poverty is one of my greatest assets.
3, Say:

Isthe blind man equal to the seer, or
Is darkness equal to light? Or assign
they unto Allah partners who created
the like of His creation so that

the creation (which they made and

{His creation) seemed alike to them? .
Say: Allah is the Creator of all-things.
and He is the One, the Almighty,

He (Allah) is the cleaver of the Day break
And He hath appointed the night for
stiliness, and the Sun and the Moon for
reckoning.

(2) Development of Urban Areas—Similar
development of Cities, Town and so-
called Urban Areas is also concurrently
required. House to House propaganda
and efforts are necessary both on the
part of the State and the individual citizen.

- This doublefold Scheme of full time work
and full time warkers is_one of the paramount’
needs of our beloved country. A speclal Depart-
ment -of State fully equipped like any other "
department is an absolute necessity to achieve
some of the noblest fdeals that could be

tmagined by, the ‘mind of man. . .

z:#.-':'



More submisstons will be made later if
circumstanges permit, .. o oo o0
‘o o 8, Sivasubramaniam
: : s Retired: Attorney-at-Law
(1) Co-founder & Honarary Secretary,
=" Council’ for National  Unity and
70 Welfare of Srilanka, - <
.+ {2) Cofounder & Honarary Secretary,
Buddhist-Hindy - Brotherhood  of

e Lankd, ot
105/2, Hultsdorf Street,
Colombo 12,
uly 8, 1980

e
-

PAK - AFGHAN CRISIS

L | g . E ... 3
Lia’s Junta In Difficulties
New Delhi, July 22,

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Agha Shahi,
“has come and gone. Inspite of expressions
of goodwill no progress was made either
in regard to finding a solution to th: Afghan
problem or in taking Indo-Pak relations a
step nearer normalisation. A special Corres-
pondent of the Patriot reviewed in the high-
light of discussions as follows: “India has indi-
cated to Pakistan that the presence of Soviet
troops in Afghanistan cannot be viewed in
isolation. 1t must be assessed in the context
of overall devalopments In the region and the
increasing . presence of various powers in
the Indian Ocean and the Gulf. This basic
approach was conveyed by Prime Minlcter

Indira Gandhl to Pakistan Foreign Minister

Agha Shahi when he met her. At the same
time Mr. Shahls assertion that Pakistan is of
the view that the problem arising out of the
Afghan sltuat'on can only be resolved by
political means is considered a ‘positive’ deve-
lopment by India........ The two countries
agreed that the Afghan developments posed
a threat to the security of the whole reglon
and expressed the hope that a negotlaied
settlement would be found for a peaceful
soultion of the problem. - While india was
convinced that any solution must be worked
out in a comprehensive manner taking into
~ consideration the viewpoints and' interests
of all countries concerned, Pakistan *hoped

2y

that the Soviet Unlon and the Afghan govern-
ment would enter Inte a dialogue with the
three-member committee constituted by the
Islamle: Canference for 2 peaceful solution.
India told Pakistan that the impufse to' resort
to arms and confrontation would prove ‘detel-
mental. to confidence-bullding and-invite: big
power confrontation to our very doorstep.”
THE TALKS have also made it clear that India
and Pakistan still view the Afghan problein
from two different diametrically opposed angles
though both are agreed that a political solu-
tion was the best under the circumstances.
Whilst India has recognised ~the Babrak
Karmal regime as the de facto and dejure
government in Afghanistan, Pakistan like many
western countries want him oeut and insist
that a government -consisting of the rebel

 and right-wing elements be installed 25 a2

“Provisional Government’” until elections are
held. 1India regards this as unrealistic in the
present  circumstances. Many feel jronic
that Pakistan should wantelections in Afgha-
nistan when the military junta has refused to
hold elections in Pakistan although there
Is a universal demand for it in the country.

Agha Shahi had also denied that Pakistan
had helped or was helping the rebels or pro-
moting subversion. The Indlan authorities
however have expressed serious doubts. about
the veracity of these assurances. The weight
of evidence from reliable press reports {iot
denied) in prestigious British and American
papers have confirmed that from the time
Taraki came to power in April 1978 right-
wing insurgent and rebel elements ware
financed, trained and 2rmed to overthrow
the pro-socialist Kabul regime by Pukistan,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, China and the USA,

Even the USA has now begun to tatk of
a negotiated  political settlement. But VWashin-
gton still wants a government of its cholce
and amenable to its bidding in Kabul. And
the US .insistence onelectiors in Afghanistan
contrasts sharply to the bolstering up of dicta-
torial military regimes in more than a score
of countries witheut ever talking about hold-
ing ‘elections. SRl -
INDIA has made her position clear. She says
that one can only ask Russia to . withdraw
completely only after ensuring  thet . inter-
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ference from other sources and_assistance
“to rebels"have been stopped. It I5 intersting
to note, the views of the veteran Pakhto oh
Teader Khan' Abdul Gaffar 'Khan' who 'has just
‘returnéd to Afghanistan after taking medical
treztment in’ India.~ A UNI report - stated:
“Veteran Pakhtoon leader Khan Abdul Gaffar
Khan today said he agreed with India’s stand
on Soviet intervention in Afghanistan.’ ‘Mrs,
Gandhi’s and my views (on the - issue) -are
tdentical;y’ - he told newsmen after his-meeting
with ~Acharya Vinoba Bhave at the  latter’s
-Ashram hera, The two met after a gap of
‘eleven years. ‘There were compelling reasons
for USSR tointervene in  Afghanistan,’ Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan -said. The Soviets alone
could uot be blamed. US and .its alfies -must
‘also share the blame: or - developments in
‘Afghanistar, he said. Disclosing that if the
Soviet Union had delayed its action by three
days, US would have intervened in that coun-
" try in collusion with Pakistan, he said the
.two countries had re.ched an agreement on
-this. - Criticising US military activities in Asia,
Khan, Abdul Gaffar Khan said the US was
trying to build a military base in the Indian
.Ocean—at 'Diego Garcia—in spite of: -the
United Nation’s declaration to make it 2
‘zone. of peace. USSR could not be expected
to remain a silent spectator to the provocative
“moves. of the US and invite danger at its door-

step; he-said.......J e S _

AETHOUGH AGHA SHAHI was at pain®
to point out that conditions inside Afghanistan
.had deterjorated and that rebel activity had
Lincreased, reports reaching India indicate that
.the situation inside that’country had improved
wastly in favour +of the Babrak Karmal. gov-
ernment. And at the same time there is a
mounting volume of evidence that conditions
inside Pakistan were getting worse everyday
-so.far as General Zia was concerned. Opposi-
_tion to Zia and the military dictatorsh'p: has
.mounted and very soon it will reach bursting
‘point. The unrest in the Baluchi areas (with
a-demand for a separate Baluchistan) had
.gathered fresh momentum. : But more than
.this, the most: acute problem facing the Za
.government:is the fightirg that has broken
out. between -the Afghan refugees and the
local Pakistan populationin the border. regions,
 ""The Zja government, for political reasons,
_had 'not’ permitted a large number of the 'no-
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_madic Afghan cattle breeding and goat rearing
“tribesmén, 'who traditionally come “down to
-areas in the northern areas of Pakistan diring
‘the winter months, to return to their home
“grazing grounds with the coming of spring.
Paklstan wanted to keep these-tribzs back
to- swell -the number of refugees for' propa-
ganda ‘and political - purposes. . This has now
boomeranged. - The Afghan tribesmen want
to use all the facilities —water, grazing. lands
etc. etc;, In the northern border arcas of
Pakistan. - But, there is not enough water
and grass to go round in the dry summer
months. The local population naturally resent
this. Armed clashes are reported to have
taken place. Reports indicate on July 13 and
14, such clashes took- place on the border
neat Muishke, Muslimbagh and Zkorbo. The
casualties are said to be well over [00. 'As7a
result of these continuing clashes, the students
in the northern towns and villages of® Pak'stan
have started an agitation calling on the Gov-
ernment to solve this problem.and to ensure
the local population were not deprived of their
‘tradit onal facilicies—which have become vir-
tual'y important in the hot drought-prone
morths of the summer, i .

- The Pak government is not in a _position
to solve'this “internal” problem of the clash
_between the Afghan tribesmen who had. been
_Shanghaied into becomng refugees and the
local popu'ation. If the external problem
of Afghanistan. is solved, then th's internal
problem may get solved automatically. But
the: Zia junta had made a big .issue of
the Afghan problem and had also played a
nefarious role in it—in order to get both
‘economic and military a'd from.the US and
the West. The Pakistan Aid Consortium has "
this year agreed to re-schedulel ‘§ 3 billion
of Pak debts—they had refused to reschedule
any debts in the last two or three years.

In“the meantime an agency report from
London published today In Delhi papers sta-
ted: A people’s movement - to overthrow
the military .rule in Pakistan and restore de-
mocracy Is to' be launchad in the next few
‘months, according - to -Mr. Ghulam Mustafa
‘Khan, -2 Pakistan People’s Party leaderliving in
‘exile in Britain. Mr.Knan- dism ssed the assump-
“tion that Gen. Zia had the full back ng of the
~army and said it was only the higher echelons,
‘whom General © <Zia- had 'pampered. were

: .'2.8
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supporting ‘him.  He was ‘ertain that the.

majority .in the armed forces would be with.
the people In a future popular uprising-aganst
Gen. Za. Mr. Khan .'cEallenged Gen. Zia to
prove his claim that he had the peoples sup-
‘port.:: He said the Afghanistan crisis had to
some extent helped Gen. Z a to stabilise his-
positien.

. “Tdlk'ng to rewsmen, Mr. Khan, former.

Governor of Punjab, said thare were growing
signs that the people of Pakistan were ‘fed

up’ and ‘frustrated’ with the regime of General

Zia U'-Hag. . He was confident the proposed
movement would achieve its obiective, he
added. Mr. Khan declined to discuss datails
of the plan for the movement but said the
leaders of People’s Party were anxious to avold
violence; He expected that other political
partles in Pakistan would also join in supporting
the movement. He sild General Za might
have in the past succeeded in tackling isolated
incidents of resistance to_ his regime but the
planned dprising would be a very different
thing.” :

- There is no déubt thiat General Za is
becoming desperate.
aghast that he shou'd flug and whip those
who eat during the Ramz:n fast. Such extreme
punitive action is a sign of a coming crack up*

_ Tribune Correspondent
IRAN Sy
Details Of A Plot

Teheran, July 22, -

An investigation into the abortive coup
d'etat and exposure of the persons involved
in the counter-revolutionary plot are conti-

nuing in lran. The newspaper Teheran Times
‘reported the arrest of former lrantan  Air
‘Force Commander General Mahdiyun ‘and one-
time Commarider of the Gerdarmerie of the
-Shah’s regime General Mohageqi on a charge

of masterminding a plot. . Representatives of

the Iranian authoritics announced that they

have full lists of the plotters, but, however, -

“their names are not published so far for
security reasons,”

29:

Muslims in Incla are”

* ing criminal plans against fran. = -

The. details of the-plot- are ..being." un~:
covered. [t was to. be carried out with the
backing of WS imperial sm and fsrael, the news-.
paper writes. - It is seen from the findings of
the investigation that the plotters intended.
to. use Tabriz and Khuzestan province in the.
South of Iran as the main bases of the coup.:
According to a Teheran radio report, the.
plotters had been trained abroad, In recent
months “‘experts” in staging coup.d'etats and
street fighting had v sited lran in the guisa of
tourists bearing passports of Britain, the FRG,.
and other. allies of the USA. They tralned
anti-government elements for action against
the existing regime. The plotters set them-
selves the alm of reinstituting In the country
a puppert regime that would meet the interests
of the United States, Israel and their allies
and would be an obedient tool in their hands;
the radio commentary said, g

In this ‘cennection the local ‘mass media
stress that- Washirgton has not given up Its
hostile plans against the people of Iran and Is
cherishing . the' hope to  turn that “country-
into its domain agaln. - Thus, Teheran.radio
stressad, on the ‘eve of the attempted ‘coup
d'etat, two US. aireraft carriersand 25 ather
US naval ships carrying on . board 125 “Phan-
tom” aircraft, 100 tanks and a large number
of helicopters’ approached the dranian-shores

Recalled here in this connection -is- the.
hypocritical stand of the present. US adminis-
trat on, which is talking profusely of ‘the neces-
sity of a *‘peaceful settlement” of the lrantan-.
American conflict, but in fact continues ha’;:_c’h-'
—Tass.

'M 5 o
Conspracy Against Revolution -~~~

Teheran, July 28, ©- -0 D mhew s o
The Ceantral Committee of the Tudeh:

'_p'art;ty' of Iran, in an appeal to all revolutionary.

forces, said imperialism is mustering every.
react onary element and ‘left ‘over: SAVAK
gang irside and-outside the cour.try:.ito topple
the Islamic Republic created in the 1979 revolu-

tion.- The appeal warned the people and tnelr

against the revolution. = oag 5T

leaders :about the deep consplracy- hatched
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-~ The Central Committee said US Imperias
lism after the abortive attempt at military
intervention in Alril have now set on a course
of Internal putsch with-ecternal ald and pre~
paration. The Tudeh party linked - the wide-
spread sabotage of production and oil instalia-
tions in the country to the CIA mafia engaged
in the preparation of the putsch ‘In view of
the current dangerous situation, the Central
Committee of tﬁe_ Tudeh party calls on all
révolutionary forces in fran to come together
in'a '‘popular united front"” and be prepared
to defend the revolution.’ e

~ The Tudeh Party Central Committee took
a serious view of the US military bulld up in
the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf, syncronized
with the mustering of counter-revolut'onary
forces .in hostlle countries bordering Iran.
The Pentagon has Introduced a “rotating
system’’ to ensure a permanent military pres-
ence in the Gulf and Arabian Sea, For the
first time, since the natlonalisation of the
Suez Canal, US combat forces have crossed
from Mediterranian to Indlan Ocean using the
Suez. President Sadat, viclting late President
Nasser’s pledge not to use the waterway
for aggressive purposes - has given the freedom
of Suez for the US milltary forces engaged in
war preparation against Arabs.” —ADN

INTHE INDIAN OCEAN
FRG Missile Destroyers -

Dr. Jullus Mader SR
THERE ARE MANY REASONS for alarm at
the naval operations ‘of the Federal Republic
of ‘Germany (FRG) lasting from April to the
beginning of August this year, which will
cover the Atlantic Mediterranean, Red Sea,

Arablan Sea and Indlan Ocean. According to
Associated  Press, In- the Arabian Sea and

indian ‘Ocean, the fleet should temporarily.
link up for manoeuvres on a war-footing with:
the US Navy’s armada which has been ex-.
nded from six vessels in lanuary to 34 war-.
o w . after Nazi herces, for instance a missile des"

shtpein Aprili=. v o

The - Soviet -niews agency Tass rightly-

saet this Indian exarcisé by the Bundesmarine
as forming part of the “USA’s plan to Involve
its NATO ~partners,Inclading the FRG, in
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its dangerous war preparations outside NATO's
sphere of operations.” - Directly after the
ships had-set sill, Admiral Robert L-ng, Sup-
reme Commander of the US Pucific Fleet,
told the Frankfurter - Allgemeine Zsitung
(3. May -1980) ~*“addresssing himself -mentally

‘to his. European allies”, as the paper put it —

if we all stick together we will succeed.”

_ The route of the FRG convoy takes In
two European states, (France and Spain), two
African (Egypt, Kenya) and three ~ Asisn
(Pakistan, Indja, Sri Lanka), and thus in terms
of both size and territory covered, repre-
sents by far the major commision in the
25-year history of the Bundesmarine.  The
convoy, with a contbined ecrew of more than
750 men, set sail from Wilhelmshaven on 29
April 1980. It consisted of the destroyers
“Lutjens’’ and “Bayern'' (replaced by the
missile destroyer “Hessen™ after it collided
in the Mediterranean), both of which are
armed with the most up-to-date surface-to-
air missiles, and the naval supply ships “Cob-
urg”, “Spessart” and “‘Odenwald”, the last
named of which will be only sailing as far as
the Mediterranean. The “Lutjens’ is one’
of the most heavily armed surface vessels of
the Bundesmarine. ' R :

THE BUNDESMARINE, a service branch of
the Bundeswehr, which is Integrated into
NATO, has 277 warships and auxiliary vessels,.
and 180 marine combat aireraft, most of which
are equipped to carry nuclear weapons. It is
under the command of Admirals a large number
of whom served in Hitler’s Navy. For instance .
only recently, Admiral Gunter Luther took
up the Important post of Deputy Supreme
NATO Commander Europe (DSACEUR). Dur<
ing the Second World War, he fought agalnst
the armles of the anti-Hitler coalition, first as
a naval officer and eventually as lieutenant and
ordnance officer of a Nizi airborne division.
Today he is still a2 member of the revanchist
“Naval Offlcers” Assoclation (MOV)” based
in Bonn. e : ; b
~The FRG ~ admiralty “has = provocatively
named the largest vessels of the' Bundesmaring -

troyer after General Erwin Rommel whosa '
Africa Korps overran Libya, Tunisiaand Egypt

for Hitler, and another missile destroyerafter-
the Alr Force Colonel, Werner Molders, who -

N



45 a member of the German Laglon served
the Spanish dictator Franco. - The destroyer
“Lutjens”, flagship and -with a  337-strong
¢rew the largest warship of the Indla convoy,
“Is named after the Nazi Admiral Gunter Lutjens
(1889-1941) who from 1907 to 1918 served
i the : Kalser's- Navy, following which he
played a significant part in the illegal re-arming
of the Navy In post-war Germany, and finally in
1940 as commander of a fleet of the Nazi Navy,
was personally decorated by Hitler with the
Ritterkreuz for his eampaign methods,

One further polnt, the Captiin com-
manding the convoy. 45-year-old Klaus-Dieter
Sievert, is also a volunteer member of the
above-mentioned MOY, which is run by former
Naizi Admiral and fascist naval staff officers.

THE BUNDESMARINE is not only being
re-equipped at a rapid pace—it will be recelv-
ing in the near future new, 122 Class, missile
frigates and additional ‘“Tornado’ aircraft—
it is increasingly forming part of a  global
-plan of operation as a junior arm of the US
Navy. Bundesmarine warships have already
taken part in’ missile firing exerc'ses with
US ships in the Caribbean, making use In
the process of the US base malntained at
Guantanamo on the island of Cuba. In June
1979 the FRG's “Glucksburg” led a convoy
* on a visit to some West African states, whilst
at the same time the destroyer “Molders”
was showing the flag In Puerto Rico and Mar-
tinique. - o :

At the founding of NATO in 1949, its
southernmost point of operation was defined
as the Tropic of Cancer, But following the
Decenmber 1978 decision of the Forelgn Minis-
ters of the NATO states to take the brakes
off the operation of NATQ forces outside
the Pact's terms of reference, including In
Africa and Asla, the FRG Admirals also put
on full steam ahead. Already In 1979 their
warships forgad 2,000 kilometres to the
south of the Tropl¢ of Cancer, and in 1930,
with the “Lutjens” in the forefront, their
manoeuvres will take place off Mombasa,
some. 3,000 kilometres south -of this latitude
;Iﬁ% up to 8,500 kilometres south-east of the

At the begfnnin% of the ‘80s, the Federal
Republic shares NATO's neo-colonfalist doct-
rineg, aligns feself with the confrontation policy

3.

of the USA, and Is attempting to-expand fts
power tervitorially, This is. borne out hot
only by the récent fact-findirg tour’” of the
Pacific by Boan's Dafence Minister Hans-Apel;
which took In Japan, Australla, and New Z ~aland
but‘also the India voyage of the missife ships:
THE EXTENSIVE NAYAL MANOEUYRES by
the Bundesmarine are being played down as a
“training mission’’ designed “‘solely .to .age
custom -crews to long Pperiods of absence
from home waters."” That thisis a “red herring”
is readily apparent, refuted by a single glance
at the planned official programme, which
includes secret use of the U5 naval base aé
Diego Garcia and an inspection of the harbour
of Mombasaz in Kenya, which is earmarked
for a US base, In February 1980, the Beirut
newspaper As Safir reported that the FRG
would give ‘‘particularly aciive support” to
the US military schemes in Oman ‘and the
neighbouring regiens. Bl

In the meantime there has been wide-
spread public protest. in India agiinst the milis,
tary presence of the FRG in the Indian regioh.
The Kenyan newspaper. Nation criticized the
FRG naval manoeuvres and  charged Bonn,
with a “conspicuous lack of sensitivity’ fo-
wards the countries to be visited by the convoy.
___The dispiay of naval strength by the
FRG in the cfisls-torn region of ‘the Middls
East has clearly been glver the express.go-
ahead of the ‘‘Federal Seeurity Councll”, the
FRG's highest government body for dealing
with crises and war, And dccording to ‘the
dally Dle Welt of 23 February 1980, this body
had reckoned from the outset on the 'effect.
such a decision would ‘have on: friends-and.
enemies, thus continuing in -the dangerous.
tradition established by .the Kaiser's . Navy

and the Navy.of Nuizi: Germany. ' - . .

. The peoples of ‘the world still remembaer.
the Agadir provocition of 1911 by the ‘Panthar’,.
which sparked off the second”Morocco <risis,.
just as they have not forgotten that-the Nazi.
ship - ““Schleswig-Holstein™ used the occasion
of a so-called “goodwiil visit” -to Danzig to-
usher In the ‘Sacond World War at 04,45 a.m.:
an | September 1939 by its surprises -attack -

- on the Polish fortress of Westerplatte,
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Confidentially

+ Qngoing Racket
+ President & Milk - -

1S IT NOT TRUE that Tribune has on several
occasions referred to the plight of the share-
holders of the Rupee Companies whose pro-
perties were taken over under Land Reform?
That until now, ro relief or redress has baen
accorded to these persons! That a Tribupe
reader has again reminded us that'thls ‘matter
still remains a festerirg source of discontent
among a group though numerically small yet
constitutes a vociferous political lobby? That
one among them has sent us a note which
speaks for itself and which we reproduce
below: “There are a large number of midd'e
¢lass people, particularly those who have been
assoc’ated with private sector and have in-
vested theirhard earned savings on shares in
the Plantation Compantes partly due to senti-

mental reason. and partly for the slightly.

higher return they got in those days for the
shares as compared to gilt-edged securities.
For most, if not all, of this category of share-
holdars, it was interest and not a question of:
“dabbling’.in shargs. The estates were natlo-
nalised on 16th October 1975, und r the second
phase of the Land Raform Law and it is almost
five.years that they have neither got the capital
nor the dividend for thelr investments. Some
have glven thefr investments as dowries for
their daughters whilst others have left them
a§ the only source of income for the sustenance
of their dear ones/ - For some, it was their
funeral expenses.. Whilst the Sterling Compa-~
nies have rnegotiated and
pdtriated- the - capital over a -period of five
years, the Rupee : Company sharehaolders
are-' still- on - tenterhooks. -~ The Agency
Houses ~‘which - very sucesssfully managed
the Plantations now manage with equal
success the -shares of -these -small. time
shareholers to their advantage. Today,. these
shares become handy weapons-to the Agency
Houses for the removal of Directors = and
chinge of management in Hotels and other
more lucrative busiress enterprises. The in-
vestment in these Rupee Companies were at
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successfully re-

the instance of the Agency Houses, placed with
travel and ‘hotel business which are bring'ng
good returns. Whilst the Agency Houses are
engaged in an intellectual exercise of which. Is
the most appropriate value for the estates
whether the ‘break up' or the ‘par’ the poor
shareholder has to engage his mind whether

~ to skip his lunch to have his dinner or to

skip the dinner to have the breakfast. Such
is the predicament of some shareholders
whose only investment has been in Rupee
Company shares, Annually, the Agency Houses
add a loss to the previous year's balance by
way of management fees whilst they continue
to use these shaves for b'gger manipulations,
The foreign shareholders who, after repatiat-
ing the capital they originally invested,
50 tim es over, have recelved even the payment
for the \ands they owned in Sri Lanka, Whilst
the Governmants-of Sri Lanka have with an
undue haste to settle the white master, they
are content to leave their brethren, of some
colour, to larguish?’* That there is no doubt
that Government must do something about
this soon? e ;

T e

IS IT NOT A FACT that the President fs anxious
that every child in Sri Lanka should haye at
least a pint of milk every day? Tnat if this alm
is to b2 achieved, thz first step would be for
the President to ensure that the Nastonal
Milk Board does not throw away bowser
loads ‘of milk ‘down" the rain or-on to the
ground:(there are many places without dairies)?
That Tribune understids from reliab'é sources
that very (very). recently 27 bowser -loads
of milk were. thrown away at the Cty milk
processing centre? That Tribune has long asked
for statisties of the milk thrown-away for what=
ever treasons .in the last six months? That the
President .would do well to istue instructions
that the informaton be collected Immediately
of .the quantity of milk thrown awiy at all
miik collecting. cantres in the isfind? That
this should fnclude also.the quantity of milk
“rejected” by officers in charge of Milk.Col=
lecting Ceutres .and. the reasons for such ‘“res
jections’'? That the fact is that if “kappa.g"
is paid even bad milk is accepted, but if it is
not. paid good milk is rejected (to be thrown
away for the producers can do nothing else)?.

n
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"FAMILY PLANNING ABOVE
PARTY POLITICS”

UNP View

i am one: who belleves that there are miiny, many problems
in this country which need not form part of party politics. Cer-
tainly, one of the most important and one of the most urgent
is that of population pclicy. All ‘other deve'opment work that
we can do for the nation will be set to nought unless we deal
with the population’'. -
' Hon. Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali M, P.
Minister of Trade and Shipping.

SLFP View

“On the question of over- population and its control, the
policies of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the United
National party are similar. As responsible political parties, we
are both dedicated to the continuation of a coherent and well integ-
rated programme, and we consider it esse.ti.l as well as
important”’,

Hon. Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
Second M, P. for Nuwara Eliya - Maskeliya.

TULF View

“l wish to express on behalf of my Party our whole hearted
support for any programme the Government meaningfully
takes to control the growth of population in this country”,

‘Hon. Mr. M. Sivasithamparam M.Pi
for. Nallur. , .

(The zbove extracts aretaken from speeches made at the Seminar
on ‘“Population a.d Development’ organized by the M nistry
of Plan Implementation and held at Family Health Bureau Audi-
torium, No. 231, De Saram Ploce, Cclombo 10, on March I3,
1930). __ _
Issued by Miristry of Plan Imj;lcmentation
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