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IHERE is an opi-
nion, held by res
= ponsible people,
that it 18 no longer
1ight to retain the
death penalty as’a

ishment. Probably it
i8 impossible to con-

opinion is erroneous,
butthere is a danger
that they may by
their insistence im-
pose that opinion
- upon the community
if nothing is said on

- the other side.
_Itisto those who
have an open mind,
and are therefore
ready to consider
carefully the arguments on both sides, that
| these observations are addressed. I do not
desire to preach to the converted or to per-

form of eriminal pun.

vinee them that this °

suade those who are convlncedt of:
Wrong.

The standard arguments have been used
over and over acam, and I have no intention
toindulge in vain repetition; but it is essential

when suggesting a grave matter for consider-

ation, to state in general terms the mature

and scope of the questions to whlch ‘those -

matters are relevant.

IN THE LIGHT OF TODAY

THE opmmn I have mentioned is meant to

_apply to a civilised community in the
state of development in which our country
is at the present time. Arguments bagsed upon
past experience are, therefore, likely to- be
brushed aside. 3}

It would not, I conceive, assist a preﬂent
day reader much if T were, for example, %o
examine, the theais, which has been seriously
advanced, that many of the troubles which
disturbed the peace of the later Roman Re-
public were due to the fact that, owing to
accidental causes, there was no Court which

(Contlnued on page 18)

WILL MR DUDI.EY SENANAY AKE

BE GOVERMNCE

: MGENERAI.

L=

CTS



FHE MERCULES CYeLa
a4 MOTOR €O. LTD.,
BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND

M,'l'.'cn

THE FINEST BICYCLE

JB!!]‘J[ 11)fnuﬁlr

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

SOtE DISTRIBLUTORS ¢
BROWN & CO. LTD.;
DARLEY ROAD, COLOMBO



!
¥
?
t.
;

e

AL, i s N e I g WL

'Experts from every

5 A University I? { walk of Illfed comt;ﬁe
. Ao . with the leading scho-
| Educgztwn a,t. Lk | | fastic and professional |
\  Finger Tips { !/ minds to produce the
WITH | most complete, thel
ENCYCLOPAEDIA | | i auchorlcative {
BRITANNICA  } { work :;er;f:rr;edrtce n I
in your Home | | ENcYCLOPAEDIA
Rk ? For the wrongs that need resistange, } BRITANNICA } :
A. X. Machado & | For the cause that needs assistance, i A Xwﬁ;ii:ado 2 |
Sons Ltd. { For the future in the distance, > & S‘ons Ltd. {
1 87, Bunksill St Colombo | For the good that we can do. | 87,Bankshall St Colembo |
B e © i P e ey s e, P i o ™

_ Vol 35 No.9

COLOMBV

Jan. 20 1956.

The Call of the Hustings

=

ARLIAMENT is to be dissolved on the
23rd February, a little over a month
from now and four days after the UNP

Conference at Kelaniya when the hotly debat-
ed and disputed State lianguage Question
had been decided.The decision, as everybody
expects, will be that Sinhalese only shall be

the State langunge of Ceylon with no
parity for Tamil.That will be a momen
tous decision arrived at on a memor-
able day for the country For on that
day.the20th February 1956 the Sinba-
lese and Tamil communities will have
parted company and remain divided
for ever, unless some formula accept-
able to either communities,is forthcom
ing and which will enable a just and
amicable understanding to be arrived
at. If no such arrangement is reached
the centuries old friendship between
the Siuhalese and Tamils will be sev-
ered—an event that is bound to create
lasting enmity and antagonism. Thus
the guod worik of the late D. S Sena-
nayake, the ‘father of the nation”’ will

be destroyed. For it must be remembered
that iv was the late D. S, Senanayake who
successfully laboured to bring the various
communities together and formed the United
National Party of Ceylon in the hope of stand.
ingas a single nation.That hope and objective

will be defeated by the Government Paruy’s
decision,

Now with the impending dissolution(koé
Parliament, the political trumpets soundet

the Alert and the various parties have started
planning their campaign leaving the nomina-
tion of candidates until after the Parliament
had been dissolved, when only the country

will know how many of the present members

The late D. S. Senanayake

will seek re-election and how many will not.
Until then it will be premature to comment
or specuiate on what will happen or not hap.
pen. For the present however I shall confine
myself to kaown facts as Lave been announced
on authoritative information.
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. WHAT PRECIPITATED THE
DISSOLUTION ¢

This is a pertinent question.Normally the
life of Parliament is expected to end some~
where in or before 1957.But the Government,
who has not had a successful term of office
. had to consent: to a Dissolution of Parliament
and go to the country to ask for a fresh man-
date. It is as plain as a pike.staff that the
present government is a weak government
with many shortcomings. It has attempted
many things but achieved only a Very few
and these few have brought no retief to the
people. Troauble and jumble have charac-
terised its brief career. The chief features of
1ts administration have been squandermania,
- excessive taxation, tall-talk and great show
resulting in misadministration of public aff.
airs. Efficiency all round has been at a low
ebb. Health, Housing, Education and Unem-
ployment,with the spectre of poverty elarming,

has given rise to universal dissatisfaction bor- .

dering almost on discontent. Admittedly most
0) these tronbles are inherited. Mr. Dudley
Senanayake’s government having been a fail.
ure, his suddén overthrowincreased the diffi-
culties of Sir John Kotelawala's government.

THE INDIAN PROBLEM

This also is & matter that had baffled the
Ceylon Government right from the start and
the present Government has been making
confusion worse confounded. Ceylon is not so
much worried over the Indian labourer as the
Indian trader who is proving to bs a decided
menace to the country since he enjoys unres-
tricted facilities to carry on business and
thereby able to defeat Ceylonese. Unless ways
and means are fuuad to enable the Ceylonese
to displace the Indians in business and thus
overcome the menace, the former will conti-
- nue to thrive in this country to the great
detriment of her people. Here the truth needs
wust be told.The people have lost all faith in
Government on thia matter.

LANGUAGE AND RELIGION

As I have said earlier, the present (Go-
vernment is weak. I should have emphasised
that it had several weak points. The weakest
of these i3 its proneness to yield to popular
sentiment especially on the score of Langu-
age and Religion with which it should not

- | o

have trifled. This was precisely where it-
made ‘the greatest blunder. Of oourse,
everyone in Parliament exploited this com—
mon weakness on the part of the majority of
the people of this country and thus secured °
their election. They had therefore to play up
and continue to play up to.those sentiments
which they themselves encouraged and thus
got support. It was the M P”s themselves:
who made a terrible fuss of the Bhikkus and
placed themselves under obligation and danced
to their tunes. Naturally the Bhikkus, the
‘political Bhikkus’ as the Prime Minister call- -
ed them, taking ambrage at the deference
shown them, have assumed an attitude that
amounts to defiance. If the Government now
finds it difficult to control the priesthood they
have to thank themselves for it, If they had
realised that Religion and Politics should be
kept apart, they would not be in the present
quandary with the priesthood inflaming the
masses to revolt.

Here's quite an appasite observation from
a writer in the Press aboat the Sangha:—

‘““Whatever the excuses put forward” for
their actions it is obvious from press reports
that at least a section of the Sangha has re~
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alised that the surest and easiest path to
power lies not along the path taken by Lord
Buddha but by either leading the mob to
force an issue or better still by ousting those
in Parliament, who stand even for a sem
blance of fairplay. —

_ Thus they will soon be not merely king
makers bat kings. When this day dawns self-
annihilation will be the quickest path for the
Minorities to Nirvana !”

It is evident that this placating, pander-
ing and kowtowing to the priesthood, enabled
‘them to have a firm hold and impose their
will on Government. This is proved by the
tmanner Siohalese only as the State Language
‘was imposed on the country violating Chap-
ter 29 of the Constitution which provides a
safeguard for the minorities. Thus a mortal
blow having been administered to the soli-
darity of the people of Ceylon as a whole, the
immediate result of which is the severance of
the Tamil Members, from -the Government
Party and from their respective ministerial
positions they held in the Government and
their cons<queut determiration to set up a
-geparate state of Tamil speaking peoples.

That the Government has been blowing
hotand cold towards the minorities right along
in fear of the Bhikkus, i3 a clear indication
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of its inherent weakness asI have already in-
dicated. Haveing played false by the coun-
try, proved untrue to its declared policy and
principles and unfaithful to the miporities
who had helped to build the U.N.P. and
strengthened the Government, it -has most
blatantly belied nay betrayed the ideals for
which it stood. With this betrayal of Ceylon’s
present unity, which the grant, of Indepen-
dence had hastened, sad disillusionment has
come over the minorities, What is going to
be the popular reaction of the non-Buddhists
to such ‘arefaced unfaithfulness to the mi-
norities the result of the forthcoming Elect—
jon will only reveal. -

Fundamental Rights for the
Minorities

HE “Minister of Posts and Breadcastings
T Mr. S. Natesan, submitted to the Resolut;

ions Commistee of the U.N.P. the resoh{:
tion of the Tamil M.Ps. of the Government
Party urging the Government fo incorporate
in the Constitution a Statement of Fundamen-
tal Rights. (T'his resolution was rejected )

Here is the text of the resolution :—

The UN P. is of opinion that the Consti-
tution of Ceylon should be amended witha view
to incorporating therein the following chapter
of fundamental rights :—

(1) - All inhabitants of Ceylon shall be
entitled to full and complete protection of life,
liberty and security of person, without distinc-
tion of birth, nationality, language, race or
religion.

(2) All inhabitants of Ceylon shall be
entitled to the free exercise, whether public or
private of any creed, religion, ox belief whose
practices are not inconsistent with public mo—
rals or public order.

ASSOCTATION

(3) All inhabitants of Ceylon have the

right to freedom of peaceful assembly and "

association, and in particular, persons belong-
ing to any religious, linguistic or racial mino-
rity shall be entitled to use the right of asso-
ciation for the purpose of furthering their
interests as regards their language, culture,
religion, ethnical character or soeial relations.

(Continued on page 17)
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An Industrialist Recognised

OLLOWING in the footsteps of his brother
-Mr. A, G. Hinni Appubamy in the sphere
of trade and commerce and social service,
Mr. A. G. Wickremapala has carved out a

niche for himself among his numerous friends
and admirers.

Time was when the three brothers ven-
tured out on the bard road of business with-
cut capital and with no one to harken unto
their cry for help in their business under-
takings. Starting in a humble way and with

e e s s i

Mr A G. Wickremapala J.P.
the determination to make gnod some day, and
believing with confi-lence that “‘all gnod things
come to those that waiL” persevered. And the
patient waiting and hoping, bronght success to
their enterprises the Maliban Hotels [itd., and
. the Maliban Biscuit Manufacture Co., Ltd. The
manner these two businesses are conducted
today, speaks volumes, for the three brothers
who have weathered the storm and surmounted
all their difficulties,

Mr. A G. Wickremipala has merited
success and deserved the recogunition of Gov-
ernment which had come to him. He has been
appointed as a Justice of the Peace for the

4

District of Colombo,an honour conferréd upon
him by the authorities for pioneering busi-
ness enterprices and successfully working
them. His high integrity as a businessman and
honourable conduct have earned for him a
great reputation as a good and loyal citizen of
this country. When such a person’s worth is
recognised by the Government the honour -
bestowed on him is shared by his brothers as
well who are associated with him in business:

Mr. Wickremapala has already been
Bworn in as Justice of Peace There is every
reason to hope that he will perform the duties
expected of him in a worthy manner and,
with a high sense of public responsibility. In
the cause of religion too he has shown that
he is a true hearted and examplary Buddhist
and a patriotic son of the soil.

We wish Mr. A. G, Wickremapala greater
snceess and accordingly say: Waell done

thou good and faithful sexvant! 4
C.AL.G.

Prime Minister Appeals for
Tolerance

HREE millions of the five million rupees allocated
for the Buddha Jayanti celebrations this year,
represents the contributions made by Christians,

Hindu, Muslims and those of other religions.

At the most the Buddhist contribution is about
two million rupees. Non-Buddhists have contributed
generously to a cause which they believe isa good one.

We Buddhists must therafore honour and respect our
non-Buddhist brethren’’ said the Prime Minister Sir
John Kotelawala, when he declared open a new school
building (donated by Mr. Sirisoma Ranasinghe) at Sin-
haramulla, Kelaniya last Sunday evening, (15th Jan.)

Sir John who was making a plea for religious and
communal tolerance especially during the Buddha Jayan-
ti year said that it was a matter of deep regret to him
that there were a number of people in the country
today in high position who were intent on pursuing
petty personal jealousies with intent to undermine
the unity and strength of the nation.

“We must remember.” “that we can liveas good
Buddhists and work for the uplift of our religion,
not by frightening or imposing our power on those
of other faiths, but by working in amity with them."
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Preview of Red Policy
in 1956

THE speeehes delivered to the Supreme So-

viet by Messrs Khrushchev and Bulganin
add up toa most revealing’ preview of

Moscow's forgign policy in 1956.

Soviet tactics, it is. clear, will continue
to be guidzd by the precepts of Joseph Sta-
lin, despite the indications in mid 1955 that

_ the USSR might 'be willing to relax its cam-

paign of expansionism. Stalin’s dictum of
1923—that Moscow must ultimately ‘inflame’
the areas of Asia and Africa to assure the
success of its plans for global domination—
stands out sharply in a between the lines
reading of the Khrushchev-Bulganin

- addresses,

- * On their just concluded tour of Asia,
Khrushchev and Bulganin missed few chan-
ces to stir up international animosity. Their
speeches in Moscow are a continuation of

. that effort and a signal to Communist Agents

to step up their attempts to promote discord
in Asia and Africa. | :

OVIET foreign policy for the coming year

s may, therefore, be expected to concen-

trate upon the exploitation of situations

in which non.communist nations appear divi-

‘ded by disputes of long standing.

Moscow has found many troubled waters
in which to fish, and Khrushchev and Bulga-
nin have not hesitated to point them out,
There are, for example, the potentially ex-
plosive controversy between Israel and the
Arab States; the dispute between India and
Portugal over Portuguese areas in South Asia,
the question of Kashmir, from the standpoint
of India and Pakistan, and the controversy

. between Afghanistan and Pakistan, with re-

ference to Pushtunistan,

The Soviet leaders, to quote a statement
made by Secretary of States Dulles even be-
fore the Muscow speeches by Khrushchev and
Bulganin, seem to be adopting the policy of
stirring up such controversies by inciting
hatred and by offering to help one side against
the other with arms, economic aid or political
su pport, 2
s “Apparently”—again quoting Mr. Dulles

the Soviet rulers hope in this way to stimu-
late Free World nations to a conflict from
which the Soviet Union could hope to profit.”

_.5-.

The danger inherent in Moscow’s step-
ped-up campaign in Asia and Africa—or
against Asia and Africa, if you will, is not dis-
counted or minimized by Washington, buf
foreign affairs experts here do not believe the
campaign can be ultimately successtul. '

The reasons, as set forth by Mr. Dulles,
are these: :

“The political leaders of the countries of
the Middle Bast and South Asia are men of
experience. Most of them have won notable
political successes for their own countries.
They know that their countries havelong been
targets of~Soviet policy .. ..also, most of the
peoples concerned, while they are human and
subject to emotions, ha ve a religious faith
which emphasizes the supremaey of love over
hate.”

Qertainly, it is difficult to imagine that
the statements by Khrushchev and Bulganin
professing Soviet dislike for colonialism will
ever be <accepted by those in Asia and Africa
familiar with the record of the USSR The
Soviet Union, with its statellites east of the
Hlbe, is the greatest colonial power in the
world today. . g

In this respect, it should be noted that
Khrushchev has served notice that, Moscow
has no intention whatever of relaxing its grip
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on its European colonies.The Communist Party
Chief has bitterly denounced Christmas mes-
sages by President Eisenhower and other U.S.
officials expressing the hope that the people of
TEastern Europe will one day be free again.

In replying to Khrushchev's attack, Mr.
FEisenhower’s press secretary, James Hagerty,
noted that the President and Mr. Dulles repor-
~ tedly had been accused by Khrushchev of de—
parting from the “Spirit of Geneva” by voic-
ing hopes for freedom for the European satel-
lites, But Mr. Hagerty pointed out, the goal
of the United States has always been “to achi-
. eve liberty and justice for the oppressed peo-

ples of the world.’

This statement is, in effect assurance to
men and women everywhere that while the
Soviet Union steps up its efforts to subvert

“new lands and foment discord, tbe United
States will continue to work for libexty and
_ justice in all countries and in all areas.

PAUL L FORD
Estimate of 1935 Milk
_Production
AC CORDING to a_-s-u-r;ey made by the United
States Department of Agriculture, milk preduc-

tion during 1955 1n 22 countries is expected to show
2 decline of almost 4,000,000,000 pounds, a draop of
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slightly more than one per cent. Adverse weatlter con-
ditions In most of Europe will result in an abrupt
check to the increased production of milk registered
in the principal dairy countries during last several

years.
Drought reduced the produgtion of practically.

every country in Europe. Only Greece s expected to
show an increase over 1954, In the Western Hemis- .
phire, long dry spells seriously cut Cuba’s production,
and Argentina’s output was decreased by the recent.
harsh winter.

The most significant increaseisin Australia,where -
production is at five per cent above 1954. Other In-
creases are being registered by New Zealand and Mexs
ico, with production up approximately two per cent,’

" and by the United States and Canada, both of which

countries are making slight gains.

Other factors which will bear on the crop situation
will include congressional action, programs of allotments
and quotas to accompany price support programs, pcs—’
sibly adapting the “soil bank’’ idea to many acres Dow
used to grow surplus crops and leadership towards new
farming programs, probably largely through planniilgby
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The allotment and
quota systems are expected to be applicd more rigidly,
but surpluses are expected despite the limitations because
new and improved seeds, fertilizers and methods have
becn turning out larger producticn to. cfiset the limit-
ations. Average weathcr in 1956, not as favorable as
1955's, might allow production to fall below this year’s
peracre yields, which averaged the highest on record,
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

TWO WAYS TO WRECKAGE

«The wrath of the stupid has laid waste
the world quite as often as has the craft of
the bright.”—Rev. John J. Wright, U S.
Clergyman and educational awthority.
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Paddy, Patriotism &
| High_\_Nages

: THE interest displayed by the members of

.

Parliament in regard to their duties and

the efficiens administration of the affairs
of the country, is amply demonstrated by their
habitual absence from meetings and the frequ-
ent declaration heard *No Quorum’! T'he situ-
atiin of late has become so chronic that the
Leader of the House was obliged to refer to the
Jaxity on the part of the members when he
stated thus: “I think this fact does not add to
the reputation of the House!”". This observation
was promptly retorted by a member remarking
‘ the Ministers are as much to blame !’ . And
g0 we think too.

Turning to more important matters there is
the Indian and Pakistan Citizen hip Act which
is likely to have sericus repercussions on the
Tea and Rubber industries. 1t iz pueriie to pin
our faith on local labour to supplant Indian
labour. To begin with Ceylon hasn’t a suffi-
ciency of labour Apart from that, for several
years to come, until the experiment that is be-
ing tried out on estates with Sinhalese labour,is
pronounced a success and the planting indus-
tries can be made to depend on them, Govern-
ment must see that, at least, there 15 an ade-
quate supply of labour forthcoming.

..7

India has already banned immigrabion
to Ceylon. This action on the part of India's
government cannot be looked upon with
equanimity since: fhe tea and rubber, the for—
mer more than the latter, requires for its econo-
mic and smooth working cheap Indian labour.
For our Government to say that they are nof
perturbed by the action of the Indian Govern:
ment, and that they (the Ministers) are con-
cerned in protecting the interests of Ceylon
is not calculated to promote confidence 1n its
ability to run the governmenst wisely and well.
In ordinary parlance Government a ction
amounts to cutting the nose to spite the face!

Ceylon owes her present position to the
two planting industries. Her prosperity is en—
twined with them and anything effecting
these industries.must necessarily effect and
disturb Ceylon's economy. Besides that with
the Government’s campaign of intensification
of the paddy drive, what little labour that is
available may be at any time diverted from
estate to paddy cultivation and thus trouble is
bound to arise and tea and rubber estates will
suffer.

Assuming we had a sufficiency of paddy
would we be better off 2 The country would by
then have lost the revenue now regularly de-
vived from the importation of rice. The with—
drawal of Sinhalese labour from estates will
also hit the tea and rubber estates hard Java,
Burma. India and Japan will then be able to
secure the Australian, American, European
and Afcican markets for tea, mainly owing to
the price factor Becanse with expensive labour
_and Sinhalese labour will nct be satisfied
with the present wages, tea and rubber will not
be in a position to compete with other produe-
ing conntries. In consequence thousands and
thousands «f people who depend on these two
products for work will have to look elsewhere
for a living. |

Could paddy afford to provide work for
those outside the villages, or those who do not
happen to be accustomed to village life and
cirecumstances ? So that with the Revenue los-
ing on account Customs Duties on imported
rice and the ever increasing wages oun tea.
and rubber estates coupled with the withdrawal
of that patronage now enjoyed from foreign
countries, Ceylon’s two main products which
will not be then going in such quantities, what
would be the effect on Revenue? Will it be able
t0 bear the strain put on it by the demand
for the payment of increased salaries and wa-
ges and the maintenance of the essential social
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services not to speak of improvement and de-
velopment works ? .

The situation that will confront the coun-
try with such circumstances arising will nob
be an encouraging one. Certainly not a happy

- one. It does not require much imagination to

visualise what would be the vesult of killing
the goose that laid the golden eggs! Let ‘the
Ministers therefre be forewarned. On Coco-
nuts and Paddy atone Ceylon cannot hope to
bea self-respecting and prosperous nation. To
be self-contained in food is a good thing. We
tay have enough to eat, but will we have
enough to develop this eountry with as we

‘have been developing in the past with the help

of the profits of tea and rubber. But for the

sake of miore paddy let us not cn any account -

overlook the prime necessity of safeguarding
the Tea and the Rubber industries which have
made Ceylon what she is today. The main ob-
jett of Government should be to see to get as
much money from outside into Ceylon and
try to keep on getting and make good use of 1b.
Then ave shall all have werk and be smiling,
contented and happy.

Nirvana by Compulsion

A ‘N E of the chief characteristic teachings of Buddhisﬂl

~ is the annihilation of worldly desires that hinder a
a person treading the “Middle Path” or walking along
the Buddhist way of life. People who conquer desire, it
is taught, accumulate merit which hastens their arrival
at the goal-Nirvana. In order to conguer desire there
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must be the temptation, and merit is acquired ounly when
one overcomes the temptation and annihilates desire. "

Do our nobodies who are trying to be somebodies
and move nonsensical resolutions at Urban Councils and
those who spout on platforms and the fanatical politici-
ans out to catch the votes of the ignorant mases, honestly
think that by banning the slanghter of cattle and com-
pulsorily closing taverns and liquor bars they will do
Buddhists any good. Isn't it laughable that the educated
as well those who cannot seé beyond the mose should
make religion a matter of such levity.

Parity for Poya Days and
. Sumndays

IT is reported that a deputation from the All
Ceylon Union of Buddhist Monks will
shortly meet the Prime Minister o request
that all Poya Days be treated like Sundays, in
the alternative to recognise the two principal
Poya Days of each month. Tt is farther stated
that it would not cost the Government any
extra expense to make poya days non-working
days. As it is, the public cannob ceb their let—
ters answered for months. Imagine, then, the
position when 48 or even 94 non working days
are added to the present list of dies non
Isn’t it laughable to ask for parity when
on Poya Days the rich, influential and edacat-
ed Buddhists are not-to be seen coming ous of
the Temples after sil whileyou see all classes
steppiug out of the Chnrches in their hundreds
after divine service
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MUSINGS

THE LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY THE
BUDDHA

IT would be interesting to know what langu-
age was spoken by the Buddha. As his
original home and birth place was at Kapila
vastu,in Uttar Pradesh in India, he probably
spoke in Hindi or a language allied to Hindi.

It is quite certain that he never spoke
in Sinhalese. It is known that the language
spoken by the Christ was Aramaic,the langu-
age of Aram, Syria, the Northern branch of
the Sematic family but not a pure Hebrew
language,

MAJOR J. W. OLDFIELD, CM.G.,
0.B.E, M.C.

T is with the greatest regret and sorrow I

~record the passing of Major J. W. ©idfield
at a Nursing Home in Colombo on the 1st
December 1955 after a brief illness. He has
done well by this country and has always
placed ““Service before Self.”” He will be great-
ly regretted by all who knew him. He died

By
T. W. Hockly

at the age of 69 after having given 48 years

of his life to Sri Lianka, A very gallunt gen-
tleman May the earth rest lightly on him
and may he rest in Peace.-

SINHALESE

TRANGE to say I have never met a sin-
5 gle European foreigner in Ceylon who
appeared ever to huve madeany attempt
to learn to speak Sinhalese. They just seem
not to trouble to do this althoughsome whom
I have mev were good linguists, Why is this ?
It is just because the people of Ceylon have
always aired their Euglish wher speaking to
them. I have sometimes addressed a Police
Constable in good Sinbalese but he has al-
most invariably replied to me in English.

I have sometimes twitted them and ask-
ed them if they cannot speak Sinhalese. Much
the same applies to cffice peons ¢t hoc genus
“ommne ““The fault lies not in our stars but in
ourselves dear Brutus. ’ Were these foreign
ers to sojourn in North ludia they would
perforce have to learn llindi if they wanted
to make themselves understood.

The North Indian’s idea is “why should
I speak English to you ? You must speak to
me in my own language.”

10
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SWABASHA
‘i '[' seems curicus that whilst our Politicians

and Educationists are striving to ram —-

Swabasha down the throat of the “Com-
mon man.’ The Common man himself is using
every effort to learn English and thereby
improve bis position if possible. At the same
time our Politicians, V.I P.’s and men of
wealth and position, are sending their child.
ren, both boys and girls to England toschools
there to be taught in English and later to sit
for and obtain their Degree at an English
University. The reason is very obvious. En-
glish for the plums of office. Swabasha for
the deluded mob.

JA-ELA BRIDGE

went across the Ja-Kla Bridge recently.
The congstion was awful and I had to
wait some time before the road was clear.
The Bridge of course is far too narrow for the
present traffic and should have been widened
long ago. We have been told for many jyears
now that the Government intended to widen
it but of course nothing happened. The Gov=
ernment once more have declared their inten-
tivn of widening it at an early date but. 1
shall believe that when [ see it materialise.
If the P.W.D. has anything to do with

it, it will tuke years to complete.Next please!
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.CAPITAL PUNISHMENT .

HERE are I think three matters which
T call for consideration and alteration in
this connection. In the first place a con:
demned man should never be told the date
of his execution. In France thisis never done.
It allows the prisoner to live in hope until
.the very end. In the second place in the case
of rejection by the Appeal Court or even the
Privy Council, the execution should take place
as soon after as possible. At present a prison-
- er is often kept waiting for over a month,
sometimes for longer. Too awful! In Britain
_ the period is usually three clear weeks and
éven this is too long to wait.

Thirdly, and this to have some deterrent
effect, every execution that takes place should
be given full publicity in the Press—Knglish
Siohalese and Tamils. The name of the con-
demned, the date when the execution took
place and a short detail of the crime itself,
At present such details are seldom if ever
published. This often gives rise to the idea

among the masses that condemned men are

A i )

never executed and that they are just spirib-
ed away to prison somewhere,

Let the masses know that justice for a
crime has been carried out and not hide 16
under a veil of secrecy. In Britsin such de
tails are invariably published in the Pressims
mediately after an execution takes place.

CERAMICS

SEE that two dinner Services for 1500 each
have been ordered for H, E. the Governor
General and the Prime Minister.The order

for these has been placed for Royal Crown
Derby and thz services are to be pure white.
But what about our own Ceramic Factory? 1
understand they are now making pure white
China. Conld our Ceylon Ceramic Faotory not
have met this order and supplied something
really Swadeshi? Why place the order ab-
road ? When I was last in India about ten
years ago, I was dining with a wealthy friend
at a dinner party he gave.He had a very fine
dinner’ Service and I asked him where he got
it. He told me he had purchas:d it from the
State Ceramic Factory at Gwalior., After my

(Continued on page 13)
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Was Roosevelt a Communist
at heart?

THERE-is no douﬁtithat our present troubles

- and difficulties with Russia stem from the
utterly mad and insane policy of Presi-
dent Roosevelt. When World War 1 was over
all the Allies agreed to disarm and acted ac-
cordingly,Russia alone refused to disarm and
kept her Armed Forces intact. Instead of
enforcing disarmament on Russia when the
Allies were in a position to do so, Rodsevelt

weakly allowed the Russians to retain. their

Armed Forces, As regards Appeasement what
appeasement wasgiven to Hitler wasas a mere
nothing to the Appeasement granted toStalin.
In the hopeof winning over Stalin, Roosevelt
ave him every mortal thing he asked for in-
cludinz the important and vital ports of
Dairen and Port Arthur, Stalin just took every
thing and then langhed at Roos=velt.. .

Then again at the Conference at Yalta at
which Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill attend-
ed, Roosevelt and. Stalin held private talks to-
gether to which Churchit was not invited.
Then again the war continued for six years
when it cculd have been ended in four. Chaur-
chill was all for an armistice at the end of fcur
years but Roosevelt insisted ¢cn unconditional
surrender, an unheard of condition in any pre-

~ vious war. The Germans who are a proud race

‘naturally resisted these terms until they could
resist no longer and eventually had to agreeto
these terms which was like giving the Alliesa
blank cheque. Again as regards the trial and
execution of prominent German Generals at
Nuremburg, this was a very bad precedent as
it meant that in any future war,Generals of the
losing side were liableto be tricd and executed.
After all the German Generals had to obey
orders unquestionably from the ruling autho—
rity. Refusal to do so would bave meant their
being treated as traitors and shot for disobe-
dience. Roosevelt during his period of office
icreased public expendituie to fantastic fiz—
ures wmore sv in fact than all the previous
Presidents together. Taxation was increased
enormously and Britain in particular thereby
was brought to the brink of bankruptcy and
ruin But Roosevelt just did not care His
worst and most {atal mnistake was allowing the
Russians to enter ast Germany and occupy

This at a time when the Allies could easily
have prevented a single Russiam goldier entern-

ing East Germany. But Roosevelt was evident-

~ ly imbued with a love for the Russiang and

Communism and welcomed the Rugsian Army
into East Germany and éven to Berlin. Had
this not been done there would have been no
East and West Germany and the Germans
would have remained an United Naticn and
been taken into the fold of the Allies. This
would havemade an impregnable barrier ag-
ainst Russian congquest and aggrandisement
and made Europe safe against Russia. But
now it is a very difficult problem indeed and °
the safety of the Allies has been greatly weak-
ened. We should have had no Russian problem
and Europe would have been sufeguarded ade-
quately. A most hideous error in statesman-"
ship for which we shall bave to pay a price. |
There is no doubt in my mind that al-
though Rocsevelt may or may not have been
a Communist at heart but undoubtedly Rus-
sia commanded all her sympathy and sup- _
port -
A friend of mine who visited the U.S.A.
recently told me on his return that asa whole .
the eyes of the Americans have been opened
and they do not now regard Roosevelt as the-
great and wonderful man he was boosted to
be. A pity that this realisaticn did not come
earlier when much harm and evil at present
distracting the world to-day might have been -
prevented and the world itself have been a far
happier place for people to livein. R. is Roose-
ve.t and R. is for Red Ruin. I personally do
not agree with ‘ De Mortius nil nisi bonum.”
T rather agree with the words of Mark An-
tony. “The evil that men do lives after them.”
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. Continued from page 11)

retura here on more than one occasion, I urged
the then Minister of Industries to visit the
- Factory at Gwalior and see for himself the
goods'they were turning out and their methods.
L pointed out that Gaalior was only a few

hours distant by air but somehow he steadily:

_refused to listen to my suggestion. Presum-
ably he thought “Can any good come out of

Nazareth !—or India.
' PROHIBITION

% well-known writer Douglas Reed thus re.

Afers to Prohibition: ¢ Prohibition is wain

and appears wrong. Regulation of quant-

ity by taxation and of quality by supervision
might be an answer.”

GOA—-ALGERIA

I I'TTLE Goa bathed by the Arabian Sea em-
bedded in the Indian peninsula,and far away
from the west, has become the object of bloc

jealousies and rivalries.

Dr. Paulo da Cunha, the Portuguese For-
eign Minister, whilst not denying that Goa is
geographically in India but claims that Gou is
an integral port of Portugal and that Portugal
has held it for the past four hundred years
~— through right of conquest. But India does not
and cannot see it that way. But in the same
way one may well ask “What about Algeria?”
France has held Algeria for a much shorter
period than four hundred years and now re-
gards Algeria as a department of which she
has absolutely no right whatever todo.Algeria
by right belongs to the Algerians and they
have every right fo claim it as theirs. Thus
much more so than little Goa have the Alge-
rians to claim it as theirs and not an integral
part of France both geographically and racial-
ly. Yet France seems determined to hang c¢n
to Algeria despite all opposition.What applies
to Goa applies even more forcibly to Algeria.

GOODWILI,

o HRISTMAS and the Season of Goodwill
‘ 18 past and now we enter the New Year

of Buddha Jayanthi As regards the
question of Goodwill in the Protestant autho—
rised translation of the Bible it states “Peace
on earth Goodwill towards men,” But in the
Catholic Douay translation, it gives the cor-
rect translation ‘“‘Peace on earth to men of
Goodwill ” Tt is to be noted that Peace is only
for men of Goodwill” This to my mind is

Los o

. ;]
much more reasonable and sensible. God’s

Peace is only for men of Goodwill.

POST CARDS

BEAR after, year I have noticed there is
always a shortage of Post Cards in Post
Offices at Christmas and New Year time.

But why should this be? Surely the Postal

authorities should have learnt by this that
there is always an extra demand for post cards

during Christmas and New Year and have ar-
ranged to meet this demand. But this short—
age is perénnial. It would - point to lack of
foresight on the part of the Postal authorities-
But T suppose it is a case of the usual laissez
Jaire and carelessness so peculiar to Sri Lanka.
Shall we ever improve ?

WHOM THE QUEEN DELIGHTETH
TO HONOUR

INCEREST congratulations to Sir John

S on the well- deserved honowur a Comp—+

anion of Honour bestowed on him by

Her Majesty the Queen. *'Sic iter ad astra’’
vivat et florveat.

Mestiya
Gin

(DOUBLE DISTILLED)

* Double distilled for
greater purity.
* Manufactured scienti-

fically controlled a
every stage of fearmenta-
tion and distillation.

Free from harmful
aldehycdes, acids and
fussel oil.

Rs. 14-50 per Bottle
Rs. 8-25 per Pint
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" WORDS OF WISDOM

HE Editor of a local newsprint tenders the
advice to the Government and our politi-
cians as a New Year’s message ‘Leave well

done.” This sage advice could not I think be
bettered. Our Politicians appear to have so
many various schemes and ideas and whims
and seém to wish to interfere and meddle in
everything. The idea at base is to ‘ paint the
lily’ and gain the votes of the masses for the
forthcoming electi. ns as they are Power hun-
gry. Far better it would it be as adviged to
“Leave well alone and cease to stir up hatred
and intolerance, when the people themselves

- wish Peace and to be allowed to pursue the

even tenor of their way Goodwill and To-
lerance 1s what 1s very badly needed in this
country if we are to progress

VIOLENT CRIME

LTHOUGH the Ceylon murder rate is
ﬁ alarmingly high at present there is a radi-
cal difference between the incidence ¢f mur-
der here when compared with that of Chicazo.
Murder in Chicago is organised, a far more
sinister thing than murder in Ceylon. In Cey-
lon murder is casual and not organised here
as in Chicago it would be a far more dreadful
matter and the difficulties of the Police Force
in dealing with it would be increased enor-

mously. so at least let us be thankful for some
-thing.

A MISNOMER

bave seen Ceylon described by people who
shculd know better as comparable with
Switzerland. This is sheer nonsense and
hyperbole. Where are the glittering pinnacles

- of ice and the snow capped peaks. Where, too,

are the lovely lakes and Pine Forests ?

'I'here is only one country in Asia worthy
of being called *'La Susse en Asie” and that
is the Vale of Kashmir- Ceylcn may be called
with justice a ''ropical Paradise with her sea

girt palm shores rolling downs and hills but
never an Asiatic Switzerland as she can lay
no claim to be this To those who desire to see
beautiful and awe inspiring Alpine scenery I
say go to Kashmir and see that lovely land. ’
Well may it be said of Kashmir. *If there be

_—a Paradise.upon carth, it is here, it is here,
/

11

it is here

14
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT -

SEE it suggested that solitary confinement
should be an alternative to Capital Pun
ishment. No greater mental torture can he

conceived than solitary confinement. Life may
be spared but just imagine being shut up in a
cell for years with no communication what -
ever with one’s fellow men. Even prison war-
ders are prohibited from speaking with a pri-
soner. He is just given his food like a caged
animal. How long can sanity last under such
conditions? A thousand times better to face
the gallows and a quick death than this fiend-
ish punishment Do the advocates of solitary
ernfinement realise what this form of punish-
ment means ? It is altogether too dreadful to
contemplate and is a,bsr‘lntely inhumane.

A COLONTAL RELIC

HERE 1s one Colonial Relic which I think
T calls for change. I refer to the names of
former Governors affixed on Railway Loco-
motives. This was ab the time a convention of
sheer flummery. In all the years I was in In-
dia I never once saw the name of a Viceroy on
any locomotive: Why not replace the present
names and if names are still desired then affix
the names of Ceylon Kings and heroes—e g.
Dutugemunu, Prakrama Bahu &ec.? This I
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am surg would make far more appeal 60 the
people and also be propaganda for the Rail-
way.

I made this suggestion sometime ago but

" of course no notice was taken of it. I now ap-

peal to the General Manager of C,.G Ry to
implement this change and without delay.
The General Manager is a patriotic man and

= I think would appreciate this suggestion. It

—

will be all the better if this change of nomen:
2lature were made during Buddha Jayanthi.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

«IT is not possible to tax nations into
prosperity.” '

WHAT THEY SAID

ON THE GINTOTA/ COURSE

THAT the Galle Gymkbana Club held a
successful Race Meet.

THAT its popular Secretary and his Staff
deserve the congratulations of the racing pub-.
lic,

THAT the introduction of pre-race Dope
Tests were a great success.

THAT let’s hope the Ceylon Turf Club
will follow the G.G C.

THAT this is the only way to have clean
racing in Cevlon.

THAT the manner in which Bell of En-
terprise won the J. . Perera’s Cup indicated
that he was another champion in the making.

THAT comparing his victory in the J.E.
Perera Cup his second start in the Deniyaya
Stakes was a sore disappointment,

THAT how did this highly fancied pro-
perty of Mr 8. A C, Shums fail to touch
board and save place money ?

_ THAT was it due to the bad horseman-
ship of Juckay Somapala or what ?
THAT Bell of Euterprise never raised a
gallop at any stage of the race.
THAT he ran like a coot.

THAT why was was Bell of Enterprise
sold and for what reasons ?

THAT it is alleged that a, handsome fi-
gure was paid for the animal.

‘ THAT it is strongly alleged that Jockey
Somapala was in league with certain Book -
mukers,

15

THAT the suspension of Jockey Bboma-
pala was a step in the right direction.

THAT he should have been severely re-
primanded for at least a year.

THAT it is alleged that he reaped a rich
harvest over the Bell of Enterprise-Suriya-
Hilal Zagharit episode. ' =

THAT is it true that Jockey Somapala
and Trainer R. Selavaratnam was questioned
by the owner as to the failure of Suriya ?

THAT what had they to say ?

THA'' a public fancy in Suriya was sacri-
ficed for the benefit of a ¢ertain Bookmaker.

That Trainer Samarawira tried a fast
one on Mihyar through the medium of Hilal
Zagharit,

THAT this pony was deliberately palled .
for the benefit of an unknown devil in the
woikshop.

'THAT on the 4th day of the meet how
did Hrlal Zagharit register a fluent win ?

THAT horsemen of the type of Raffaele
and Somapala should be ostracized from the
Ceylon Turf. - \

THAT Raffaele and Somapala are label-
led as ‘Kill Roy’s Nos. I & IL.

FERTILISER MIXTURES

FOR
ALL CROPS

The
Colombo Commercial Company
Limited.

Incorporated in Great Britain. Liability of Members
is Liamited
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THAT what was the cause for the imbe:
cile performance of the following horses Had-
ban Al Karkh, Alam al Ansar, Drakes Drum,
Adhid al Qassif, and Mukhlis al Thanaya ?

- THAT they werasupposed to be unbeat-
able in their respective races.
THAT what has Jockey Jack Raffaele
to say ? :

THAT Jockey W. Silva rode three Cup
winners in Master Edmund, Golden Son and
Mansur Quassim.

I'HAT his achievement is a very credit-
able one for a Ceylonese horseman. -

THAT what has Raffaele to say for the
ommissions and commissions of his sins ?

THAT do Traivers believe in protecting

themselves with Hippopotamus skins to ward
off the Press.

THAT Mahonl’s victory in the Southern
Cup was no flash in the pan.

THAT Harbutt deserves a big hand for
his superb horsemanship. oy

THAT Hadban al Karkh’s disappoint-

ment 'in the Southern Cup was another in-
famous episode in the history of racing in
Ceylon.

THAT there's a saying that the Devil
gnotes scripture to suit his own ends.

THAT the Stewards should keep a close
watch on Raffieie and Somapalain their fut
ure engagements.

THAT how did the unfancied Star Stud-
ded come to win the Abeyesundere Cup ?

THAT his facile victory was another ra-
cing mystery.

- THAT Devil Dance repeated his second
successive win in the G. G. Bowl's,

THAT all these tall talk of hard and
soft going is balderdash and good for the
marines.

THAT Fairtyne amply rewarded his po-
pular owner Dr. D, G, de S. Kularatne with
tha Stewards Cup.

THA'D Walles’ establishment carried
away the Governor's Bowl, the Manning Cup
- and the Stewards Cup.

THAT Fourth Degree was the only horse
to register a Treble during the Meet.

THAT Major Baptist’s Eastline too kept
on his winning sequence,

THAT hat’s off to Trainer Dunstan de
Alwis. :

THAT some Trainers work wonders with
other’s cast aways,

1
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THAT who is the unfortunate employee'
of the Colombo Race Staff who was mobbed
by an unruly crowd after the Galle Races?

THAT certain employees of the C.T.C.on
Race days in Colombo are deceiving rightful
punters of their dues. :

THAT many instances could be cited. .

THAT this should be stopped forthwith
in the interests of the Club. -

THAT the Ceylon Champion Owen
Grange met his Waterloo in Good Business 1I-
in the Queen Elizabeth Cup. '

THAT no Ceylon Horse will ever emu-- -
late the great feats of Orange William.

THAT the defeat of our respected Prime
Minister Sir John Kotalawala by Showman-
Donovan Audree is a great and popular one
in the Stanvac Competition sponsored by the
“Ceylon Observer.”

THAT Donovan Andree is the greatest
showman Ceylon ever produced. e

THAT men of his calibre are one in a
million.

THAT his magnificient and historical
victory in this competition is ample proof of
his Island-wide popularity.

THAT Ceylon needed more men like
Donovan Aniree.

THAT D)novan Andree could now say :
VENI, VIDI, VICL

''HAT the racing public will doff their
hats to the good old sporteman Mr, Andree.
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Fundamental Rights for the
Minorities
( Continued from page 3)

(4) All Ceylon nationals shall be entitled
ithout diserimination to equal protection of
* the law, and shall enjoy the same civil and
political rights without distinction as to race,
language or religion.

Differences of race, language or religion
shall not prejudice any Ceylon national in

" inatters relating to the enjoyment of civil or

political rights including admission to public
employment function and honours or the exer-
cise of professions and industries

LANGUAGE

(5) No restriction shall be imposed on
the free use by any Ceylon national of any lan
guage in private intercourse, in commerce, in
religion. in the Press or in publications cfany
kind or at public meetings.

Adequate facilities shall be given to all
Ceylon nationals to use their own language
orally or in writing before the Courts or in
transacting their business with public depart-
ments or administrative bodies whether local
or central or in performing their functions as
members of local bodies or of the Houses of
Parliament.

Any section of citizens having a distinot
language or culture of its own shall have the
right to conserve the same.

SECURITY
(6) Ceylon nationals who belong to racial,
religious or linguistic minorities shall enjoy
the same treatment and security in lawand in
fact as the other Ceylon nationals.

In particular they shall have an equal
right to establish, manage and control charis-
able religious and social institutions, schools,
and other educaticnal establishments with the
right to use their own language and to exercise
their religion freely therein.

(7) In the public educational system in
towns and districts in which a ‘considerable
proportion of Ceylon nationals belonging to
a linguistic minority are resident, adequate
facilibies shail be provided for ensuring that
education shall be given to the children of such

e
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nationals where there is a considerable pro-
blem through the medium of their own lan-

guage.
PUBLIC FUNDS

(8) TIn towns and districts portion of Cey"
lon natiorals belonging to racial, religious of
linguistic minorities, these minorities shall b®
assured an equitable share in the enjoymen®
and application of the sums which may be pro-
vided ouf ‘of public funds under the States
Municipal or other budget, for educational, re-
ligious or charitable purposes.

(9) Rights of ownership shall be safe-
guarded. No person’s goods or property shall
be expropriated except for the public benefit
and in the circumstances and in the manner
prescribed by law and on condition that just
compensation is paid.

(10) Every inhabitant of Ceylon has the
right to an effective remedy by the courts of
law acts viclating the fundamental rights gran-
ted by the Constitution of Ceylon.

(I1) There shall be no amendment of
any provision in this chapter unless it is
passed by three-fourths of the total number of
members in the House of Representatives.
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Is it Right to Hang a Man?

(Continued from cover page)

would lawfully inflict a death sentence. We
all know that circumstance did not prevent
wholesale executions, which, however, 1t 13
guggested might have been avoided if a few
timely death sentences could have been in-
flicted by the courts of law. I therefore pass
by the lessons of former days.

. Tt is also neressary to set on one side,
though not to omit, that the authority of
Scripture can be invoked to support the con:
tention that there are casesin which the death
penalty should be sufficient for some, but it
is certain that it is not unknown to the oppo-
nents of hanging and has been disregarded

by them for reasons which they no doubt con- -

gider adequate.

T therefore approach the problem’as it
exists in this country at the present day. I
assume that it will be admitted that life in
a civilised community necessarily implies
that each person in that community must
obey the rules of conduct imposed by it, and
that the community is entitled to enforce
obedience to those rules by all appropriate
methods. It follows that to abolish the death
penalty involves the principle that natural
jastice itself prevents the community from
ever declaring a life to be forfeit.

UNCONSCIOUS PACIFISM.

SHOULD welcome some light on the doubt

whether that principle can be reconciled
with another principle, which all reasonably
minded people admit, viz, that the State can
call upon its citizens to defend it. I know
that it may be suggested that this is irrele-
vant but is it really so?

If a State af war calls upon a body of
troops to undertake a military expedition,
it knows that herehy it is bringing about the
death of many of them. It is true that 1t i3

“known how many, or who, they are: but it is
certain that tbere must be some.

It appears to me that in sending such an
expedition whether by way of attacking an-
other nation or of resisting an invasion; the
State, in order to preserve its existencs, is
forfeiting the life of a number of its citizeus,
and by no means the least worthy of them.

I think it ingontrovertible that a conntry
can call upon its men to die in order that the

18

communjty may live. It does not matter
whether'the principle underlying the objection
to the death penalty is not really the expres-
sion of unconscious pacifism. :
THE OBJECT OF PUNISHMENT

W KT, it may be objected, such a sacrifice
is for the life of the community. The death
penalty is a punishment for an offence against
its laws. Is there, then, no crime which is *
aimed against the life of the community ?

What, then, are we to say of a foreign
spy who is seeking to discover and betray our
gecrets to the enemy ? What as to that viler
person, the traitor, who seeks to subvert the
laws and constitution of our country, who,
lends his aid to the enemy which is attacking
our lives and liberty. If it is lawful to resist
the enemy and kill him in open manly con.
flict, is it not also right to trample out the life
of the worm who is a canker in our midst ? .,

What is the object of punishment? I take
it that primarily the object is to inflict upon
the offender punishment for his misdeeds,
and also, if it be possible, to cause him (or
others similarly disposed) to reform. It must
a'so not be forgotten that it acts as a deter—
rent to others, and further by punishing an
offender after a due examination into his
guilt, it prevents both the community and
individuals from taking the lawinto their own
hands to exact retribution. We have no desire
to introduce lynch law into this country.

I am unmoved by the argument that the
death penalty does not deter murderers. In
the sense that no punishment has ever been
an effective deterrent to a man who has com-
mitted a crime, it is a mere platitude., If
punishment were an effective deterrent in all
cages, there would be no crime.

A criminal is a man who has not been
deterred, whether he be a pickpocket, a bur-
glar, a bigamist, or a murderer. In his case
the deterrent has failed. But to argue from
the exceptions that hanging is no deterrent
to a man who may be tempted to commit
murder is to advance a very grave error of
reasoning. We should require to know all the
cases in which that temptation has arisen
and has been resisted, and in what number
ot proportion of cuses the death penalty has
operated to aid resistance to temptation.

I am certain that in the case of danger-
ous crimes, such as burglary and housebreaks
ing, the fact, the detection, and capture will
as worst, lead to imprisonment; but that the
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As pure as. ...

"BEER

Many readers will be pulled up short by that
unxepected comparison: as pure as. . .beer. Yet it
is the simple fact thatthere is no article of food or
drink produced with the same care and in the same

~Burity as the beer ‘of to-day.
How purity is ensured

By analysing samples before purchase the
- brewers see to it that both the barley, from which
the malt is made, and the hops, are of the choicest
quality; and that any brewing sugar used is sugar
- in its most health-giving form. The whole process
of brewing is under the close supervision of the Ex-
cise authorities. At frequent intervals testsare taken
by the brewer of the beer in the making, and when
the brew is completed an exhaustive test of the final
beer is applied. Samples of the beer as sold are
taken continually by the inspectors of the local
authority.
Are such elaborate and official precautions
taken with any other article of food or with any
other.beverage !

Downright Wholesome

The result is that beer is brewed to-day of a
soundness and a character that would have been im-
possible a hundred or even fifty years ago. For
.the,se elaborate safeguards have served not only to
improve the materials, to secure their purity, and to
ensure that nothing that is not pure is ever used;
but also to improve immeasurably the whole tech-
nique of brewing.

Consider the excellence and the beneficence of
beer’s_mgredients: malt, made from the finest barley,
for digestion; hops for appetite; sugar for energy;
yeast for vitality. Was there ever anything so down-

ng.ht wholesome as this mild, luxurious, and heart-
ening beverage— heer ?

"BREWLD BY
; The
Cleylon Brewery

NUWARA ELIYA
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avoidance of capture by a murderer will cause
his life to be forfeit, has operated, and does
operate upon the minds of the criminals who
spend their lives in such pursuits, and that
thereby householders have gained a security
which would not otherwise be theirs.

What would be the result if a barglar
could say. “I am caught and bound to in-
cur a long sentence. I can get away if 1 kill,
and thereby I only risk a longer period?” He
may—we do not know—conclude that the
risk of longer even life-long, imprisonment
is worth the sacrifice of another's life if there-

by perchance he may avoid punishment alto-

gether, He does not have the fear of the rope
in his mind and a life sentence would. after
all, relieve him of the problem of raising ‘&
livelihoed.

It is not enough to say that such a man
does not reason in such an emergency, indeed
has no time to do so. He acts upon the im-
pulse of the moment, but the impulse is not un-
influenced by his state of mind. Such men do
think and reflect before they commit crimes
and they know the punishment for burglary
and for murder with a more personal know-
ledge than we do. .

THE FOUR GREAT CRIMES

ET us leave on one side the case of the
foreign enemy and the foreign spy, and the
soldier who dies in our defence, and consider
the problem as one merely of criminal law.
Let ug concede, which is the fact, the death
penalty i8 & most serious one which should
not and must not be inflicted save to correect
the gravest crimes
cases and investigating instances where per—
sons have been guilty ofsuch crimes, we
shall see the problem in a concrete form.
There are four crimes for which the pe-
nalty is death: Treason; Arson, in arsenals
and dockyards; Piracy with violence, and
Murder. There ure, I believe, no others. We
must remember that it is not sufficient to
dispute the justice of the death penalty in
the case of any particular crime; it may well
be that with regard to the offince the need
for such a punishment has ceased though the
penalty is retained but that will not show
that the penalty is improper in other cases.
It must be that there is no crime so ‘enor-
mous that the offender must die.

.

Then, examining those -
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MR. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE TIPPED FOR THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

S

Sir Oliver Goenetilleke will be going to the

UNO as Ceylon’s Representative displacing
Sir Sujatha Gunawardene who is presently
officiating as Ceylon’s High Commissioner in
the U.S.A as well as Ceylon’s Represenfative
at the UNO. :

DUDLEY SENANAYAKE FOR
QUEEN’S HOUSE

In view of the forthcoming Buddha
Jayanthi Year, which commences at Wesak
in May next, « number of representative
Buddhist leaders, we understand, met this
week™ to request the Prime Minister that he
should recommend that Her Majesty theQueen
be graciously pleased to appoint Mr. Dudley
Senanayake as her representative in Ceylon.

Further, since it is insisted that the Go-
vernor General of Ceylon should be a Bud-
dhist —and this is what the Buddhists have
been clamouring for sometime now—it is be-
lieved their wisnes will be complied with. It
1s also snggested that the opening of the Bud-
dha Jayanthiis the most appropriate occasion
to mark tke first Buddhist Governor-General’s
appointement.

IT i8 quile on the cards that His Excellency

SIR NICHOLAS WILLING TO STAND
DOWN :

An influential section, it is stated, wanted
Sir. Nicholas Attygalle, the Vice Chancellor
of the Ceylon University, as Governor General
and an equally numerous section desired Mr.
DudleySenanayake.Sir Nicholas,it is believed, _
prefers to stand down to enable the retiring
M. P. for Dedigama to be selected, provided
he agrees to accept the appointment. It is
urged that Mr Senanayke's decision to retire
from public life will not preclude him from ac-
cepting the Queen’s House appointment.

STATE RELIGION QUESTION

A respected Nayaka Thero present at the
above mesting, while agreeing to the wishes
of the majority, it appears, pointed out that
since the Prime Minister at Matara definitely
announced to have Sinhalese as the State
Language, he should accede to the wishes of
the Buddhist by going a step further and ag-
reeing to recoznise Buddhism as the State
Religion of Ceylon which, he pointed out, was
of greater importance to the country than
Sinhalese as the State Language.The matter,
however, was not p ersued.
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Bihar tells Planning Commis-
sion ‘no prohibition’ *

ATNA —Bihar has rejected proposals of the
|] Prohibition Enquiry Committee of the Plan-

ning Commission.The State Cabinet decided
this week that the iatroduction of prohibition
was not possible in view of the possible heavy
sess of revenue.

Although Bihar hasbeen opposed to total prohibition
sine the very beginning, the final opinion of the State
Government was given only this week after it considered
the civcular of the Plasning Commission and the accom-
panying report of the Prohibition Committee.

. The Government, however, has suggested
that it would have no cbjection to prohibition
by phases if the Union Government came for-
ward to make up the estimated loss. It has,
however, indicated that it would be unwise to
experiment this programme at this moment
because various welfare schemes were more
important than a doubiful reform. Atthe same
time the Government has clearly indicated
that it would be inadvisable to implement pro-
hibition even partially.

Bihar collects roughly about Rs. 3 crores
from excise revenue. (a crore is equal to 100
lakhs Therefore 3 crores mean 300 lakhs or
30 million rupees)

Shri Krishna Ballabha Sahaya, Reve-
nue Minister noted for his straightforward
views and practical wisdom ultimately carried
his Cabinet colleagues in his decision to post-
pone the prohibition indefinitely in Bihar.

Conflicting views on prohi-
bition in Orissa

UTTAK: Prohibition is the talk of the town.
Three Ministers have aired their opinions
already and the President of the Pradesh

Congress Committee has thrown in his two.
annas worth of wisdom

Chief Minister Nabakrishna Chaudhury
stuck to his old views on the subject: That it
was impossible to dry up Orissa completely in
the next five vears

The Chief Minister’s reasons were based
on the doubtful practicability cf prohibition
and the damage it would do to Orissa’s reve.
nue. \

The Minister for Home, Health and Law,
Mr. Satyapriya Nahanty is all for prohibition,
at a recent meeting of the Government em-
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Sole Distributors:
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«» Maharajah Building,

Bankshall Street,
Celombe.

ployees he ‘sold’ the prohibition idea to an
audience of yes-men and frightened clerks. He
was addressing them as ministers usually do.
Revenue Minister Sadasiv Tripathy harp-
ed on the same theme and reminded his au-
dience that emforcement would entail employ-
ment of more people. This, his listeners
thought. was a new avenue for job-hunters.
But the final bombshell was dropped by
Biswanath Das, Orissa’s Congress boss, who
expressed his doubt about the success of pro-
hibition. —The Current

THE BILL OF RIGHTS

Protects life and work in
America

HE first ten amenéments to the Constitution of the
United States are commonly referred to as the Bill
of Rights They represent the fundamental rights of
the American people written into the law, and are

guaranteed by enforcement in Courts of law.

This is slightly different from the posi-
tion in Ceylon. As in England, Ceylon has no
declaration of fundamental rights written
into the constitution. All constitutional, poli-
tical and civil rights are foundin the common
law and have been created by judicial deci-
slons.
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The first eight amendments set out substan-
tive and procedural personal rights. Amend-
ments 9 and 10 are general rules of inter-
pretation of the relation between the State or
the relation between the State and Federal
Governments. All powers were not delegated
by the Constitution to the United States, are
reserved to the State or the people.

The Bill of Rights was practically a part
of the original instrument, being ratified in

1791, The U S. Constitution was ‘“done in

Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the
States’” on 17 September 1787, and gigned by
deputies from twelve states headed by George
Washington, President,.

BILL OF RIGHTS

Article in addition to, and Amendment
of, the Constitution of the United States of
America, proposed by Congress, and ratified
by the Legislatures of the several States,
Parsuant to ths Fifth Article of the Original
Constitution.

[ARTICLE 1] -

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to pe-
tition the Government for a redress of grie-
ances.

[ARTICLE II]

A well regulated Militin, being necessary
to the security of a free State, the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not
be infringed.
S [ARTICLE III]

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quai*
tered in any hounss, without the consent o
the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a man-
ner to be prescribed by law.

[\RTICLE 1IV]

The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects,

~ against unreasonabie searches and seiz ires.

shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue but upon probable cause, supported by
Jath or affirmation, and particularly describ-
ing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

[ARTICLE V]

No person shall be held to answer for a
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless

" 99

on a presentment or indictment of a Grand
Jury, exfept in cases arising in the land or
naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger, nor
shall any person be subject for the same off-
ence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or
limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal .
case to be a witness againat himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law, now nor shall private
property be taken for public use, without just .
compensation. :

[ARTICLE VF

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public.
trial, by an impartial jury of the State and
distriet wherein the erime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be in-
formed of'the nature and cause of the acecu-
sation; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favour, ard to
have the Assistance of Counsel for his de-
fence.

[ARTICLE VII]

In suits at common law, where the value
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars,
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved,
and no fact tried by a jury, shall be other—
wise re examined in any Court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the
common law.

[ARTICLE VIII]

Exzcessive bail shall not be required, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

[ARTICLE IX]

The enumeration in the Constitution,
of certain rights, shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

' [ARTICLE X]

The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Copstitution, ner prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people.
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when he saw his CAT* Diesel powered machines working &
faithfully, keeping ahead of schedule.
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HE SHRUGGED... :

when he learned that some of the order machines would
require replacement parts after many seasons of use,
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STILL CHEERFUL..: ;

he searched for ““bargain’ spares and found them. They looked -
Just as good as genulne parts.
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HE HELD HIS BREATH... ¢ et

when some of the spurlous spares had to be hammered, filed 193
and coaxed into place, 193
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HE EXHALED...

a searing’ blast when the substitute spares began to fail and
rendered several of his machines idle.
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HOPEFULLY...

he came to us. We replaced the misfits with Genuine Cater- B &
pillar Parts and put the machines in good working order. 8
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NOW ...

his smile is greater than ever, His machines are again work-
ing faithfully and economically. He knows how to keep them
S working. :
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