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The People’s

Among free men there can be no
successful appeal from the ballot to
the bullet.—Abraham Lincoln.

EYLON’S new Government has started
well and, let us hope, truly. They call

it a People’s Government. This perhaps is
to emphasise that the previous Government
was not a People’s Government but a gnvern-
ment of the plutocrats who ruled the roost
for ten long years and neglected the people’s
interes!s to such an extent as to compel them
to throw it out neck and crop. However, now
that Mr. S. W R. D Bandaranaike has
ascended the Giadi of Sri Lanka, and he is
assisted by a younger crew of ministers and
junior ministers than those of the previous
government, the country has reasons to con-
gratulate itself that a new chapter has been
opened in its political history which augurs

Government

well fof the people. If at the end of the next
five years the country is not oalled upon again
to return the same verdiot which conveyed
their sense of disappointment and even re—
sentment for turning out the U. N. P,
government neck and crop, there will be
something to be thankful for. '

There is no use crying over spilt milk
or of accusing the Kotalawela Government of
a whole category of acts of ommission and coms
mission. The results of the last election have
proved beyond dispute that the country had
been greviously disappointed. What remains
to be done therefore is for the new Govern-
mernt which came into power on the cres of
& wave of popularity to start remedying the
evils of the past and working on a programme
less ornate and spectacular and more

(Continued on page 4)
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" MALT*  for digestion
HOPS  for appetite
SUGAR  for ene-rg@
YEAST - for vitality

*The Virtue of
Barley - Malt

The Finest Grades of Barley are known

as'malting quality’. The choicest of all

‘malting quality’ barley is reserved for

beer. That is why you get the full bene-

fit of that sovereign degestive, malt, when

you drink a heartening glass of beer the
drink of moderation.

BEER
IS

BEST
BREWED BY

The
beylon Brewery
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“He was Blinded by the Dust
of His Own Chariot”’

(Continued from cover page)

T feel the UNP will never rise again un-
less some new party altogether, is formed later
on its ashes but without any connection with
the name UNP. That however lies in the lap
of the gods: The chief cause for the total col- .
lapse of the party, in my view, is as follows:-

(a) The rash, impulsive and irresponsible
—1I was going to call them arrogant-speeches
of Sir John Kotelawala himself, and

(b) those of his Cabinet colleagues, and
their squandermania and the false promises
to the people

As such there is nothing surprising if they
went down like nine pins! No more seats in’
the Senate for henchmen, no cushy jobs and
sinecures for the defeated in useless Embassies
abroad as ‘Consolation Prizes” An Indian
newspaper editor, I note, had remarked that
Sir John and his party lived in a fool’s para-
dise. ’ How I would view the collapse is that
Sir John “was blinded by the dust of his own
chariot’” as Oscar Wilde would say

Personally a good man Sir Jobn is, I
think, but as he allowed himself to be surround-
ed by a number of misfits and sycophants, men
who were insensible to the cardinal principle
in governing a country and devoid of respect
for the peoples’ wishes or view-point and a total
disregard for public opinion by whomscever
expressed.

In this respect, I believe, Sir John him-
self was to blame, He was not too willing to
hear what the other man had to say. He cared
little what they thought ¢f him. Now such
people are bound to come to conflict with the -
masses as events have clearly proved. Tn these
circumstances the expected happened. Person-
ally,I favoured his party becanse 1 was ena—
moured of its policy and programme: But I did
not expect them to behave as they did. That is
to go counter to the principle of social demo-
cracy and the interests of the people.

I am not crowing over Sir John’s fall. I .
grieve over it. I feel the party over stepped
their limits. I remember a veteran planter,who
was present at a reception given to Sir John,
telling me after the function-"1% is all blarney,
Kotelawala does not care a hoot for us. He
helieves we ure a brood of blood-suckers amd
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don’t care to know what we bad to say. He
preferred our room rather than our company.
That is really how I look at it Kctelawala will
listen to nobody and would just go doing as he
wants to do anything he wishes and under-
takes to do. Such a man must soon find his
mistake.”

My friend was right Sir John did find
his mistake

I too was present at that reception I have
referred to- Unfortunately the old planter, who
made the above observation. has retired andis
now in England. | hope he’ll not find fault
with me for publishing what he told me. Any-
way that's that. Now to come back to my sub-
ject :

The people, perhaps the identical people,
who idolised Sir John, attended those recep-
ti'nsin his honour all over the country, marched
behind him in processional order headed by
Kandyan dancers, drum-beaters and elephsuts:

3

singing his praises - believing that the UNP
was a god given institution and its high priests
divinely ordained saviours of the counfry—
were the same people who rebelled avainst him
and his party and threw them out aeck and
crop!
pThe masses and the classes, the middle
classes especially, did it for the UNP. Having
had enough of the UNP,and being thoroughly
sick at heart and fed up with all those pro-
mises, shows and other make-believes indul-
ged by the party high command, they have
let them have it thick. Not even in England
did we ever see an entire Cabinet going under.
That showed the extent of the revulsion of
feeling against the Kotelawala Government.
The vote is a powerful weapon. What
happened to Sir John Kotelawala and his
party can and may happen again. Let Mr.
S. W. R D. Bandaranaike and his M.E.P.
mark my words. Unless, of course, Mr. Ban—
daranaike learns by experience and acts cau—
tiously, he and his government wont succeed
in fooling the people—if they attempt it.
Man to man, even though one cannot
think too highly of their ideologies, I believe
the members of the new Parliament, includ-
ing Cabinet and Junior Ministers, are a com-
petent set of men. They are not “duds.”” Most
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of them are good produects of their respective
schools and colleges. If they are not all rich
men, they certainly are endowed with a
plentiful supply of “‘grey matter.”

Hailing from middle.class families they
will, I have reason to believe, keep a vigilant
eye on the Cash Box and will not be too
muchin a hurry to go in for grandiose schemes
and spectacular shows. They will, I hope, all
of them, concentrate on giving the masses of
this country a fair and square deal.

Mr. Bandaranaike must not go meddling
too much with nationlisation of this,that and
the other. Ceylon is not yet ripe tolaunch on
big and vast projects that involve great know-
ledge and experience. The government machi-
nery is rusty and just now not able to under-
take nationalisation. Five or ten years later it

would be time to get into grips with such pro.
blems. Meanwhile let him devise ways and
means to give the Ceylonese capitalist more
encouragement to enable him to go on with
‘commercial and industrial enterprises and thus
reduce the flow out of Ceylon capital on im-
ported goods. Let both parvies, the Govern-
ment and Trade and Industries make for
stability first and foremost.

NEHRU AND CEYLON

One begins to see an increasing regard

for Nehru. In fact there is developing a flirt-
ation between the two Prime Ministers. Ad-
mittedly the Indian Question is a most for-
midable one Mr. Bandaranaike has to
tackle. Unless he tackles this problem to the
advantage of Ceylon, he is bound to go un-
der. Besides Mr. Bandaranaike after he cross-
ed over to the opposition said “I shall die
happily when the last Indian has left Ceylon”.
Now iet him boldly act up to his decision.
. With the language issue making every-
body furiously to think, the P.M, should not
burden himself with fresh problems. Ceylon's
friendship with Eogland and USA is definitcly
Ceylon’s benefactors. Let him not slam the
doot agaiust the offer of help from Canada,
Australia and the Commonwealth countries.
Ceylon cannot afford to loose their friend-
ship and good will,

..._4

THE PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT
( Continued from page )
benefiicial to the populace than: what the pres
vious Government tried to achieve to bring
happiness and contentment to the people,

The most pressing need of the country ‘

just now Is in regard to raising the living
standards of the people. The taking up of
duch a matter would automabically involve
the tackling of the larger question of employ-
ment on which hang social and economic im-
provement, For 1t has to be assumed that

without employment, and permanent employ- -

ment at that, there can be no national pros-

perity much less contentment among the in-

habitants,

Weare told that already there are 600,000
men and women without employment in the
Island. These are authoritative figures com-
puted by government experts, To this huge
number must be added the annual output
of ourschools and colleges. Some 5000 boys
leave school every year. How are they going
to be provided with work and where. Since
these do not all belong to the working class,
it would be infra dig for them to take to
manual labour. Their education would not
permit them to work as ordinary labourers.
What then is going to happen? Naturally
they must add to the army of unemployed
b.cause the chances of finding suitable work
to do are remote.

-
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- The Fall ot the U.N.P.

10

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke
Governar-General

. Sir Jolm Kotelawala

having resigned fr om the Premiership the Governar
General called u pon Mr. S. W. R. Bandaranaike to
form his g vernment

men when you and I, the “pandan-

karaya” and the honour-hunter, the
the place-seeker and the job-hunter, the
bus mudalali and the building contractor,
the tamash-organiser and the pandal-
erector; the garland supplier and the ca-
terer and all of us fell down! The fall
was worse than that experienced by
Humpty Dumpty. So that not all the
party men and party fundscan put J. L.
and J. R. together again.

The results of the General Election
have proved the correctnessof the saying,
“yqu can fool all the people some of the
time and some of the people all the time,
but you cannot fool all the people all the
time."

BY THE SENTINEL

HH, what a fall was there my country=

The elections have proved the indispus-
table wisdom of the above saying. Certain
local newspapers in thinly veiled phraseology
and others in more disgunified fashion, and
prospective candidates and supporting speak-
ers from public platform, have regaled the
public with such juicy morsels of political pa-
bulam as ““the only man in the country strong
enough to lead the nation is Sir John Kotela-
wala........ ....“the only stable party in this
country is the UN.P. and the U N.P. only
can govern the country, Here the myth about
indispensibility has again been exploded.

The late D. S. Senanayake was the foun-
der and builder of the U N.P. The party was
national in that it consisted of Sinhalese, Ta~
mils, Muslims, Malays and Burghers. It was
a united party united by ties of basic princi-
ples of which one was that there should be
Payrity of Status for the Sinhalese and the
Tamil langunges,May not Sir John be looked
upon as the one who smashed the solemn ba-
sic principle of the inviolable Parity of Status
for Sinhalese and Tamil languages aud drove
the Tamils out of the U.N.P.and be called the
breaker-up of U.N.P.? The U N.P. therefore
is today neither united nor pational as the
resnlt of the violation of the fundamental and
agreed principles of parity and the secession
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Mr. A. Ratnayake

Miaister for Home Affairs beaten by
a Christian in his own stronghold

his

of the Tamils. So much for the name of the
party. Let us now consider its fame.

The Morning Times, in a analytical study
of the resultsof the elections said: ‘“Mr. Ban-
daranaike's victory represents not so much
the triumph of the cohorts as the rout of the
U N.P. at the hands of the electorates.”” We
heartily agree with that view. A country gets
‘the governments it deserves Verily, verily, it is
80. Will the newspapers that held up the
U.N.P. asa pattern of a party, the prospective
candidates and other politicians who spoke
of stability, have the decency to admit that
they have been bluffed by Sir John and that
the stability of tne U.N P. has been no grea-
ter than the house of Biblical fame that was
built on sand and collapsed when the rains
came and the wind blew. At the srame time
will the world at large that showered honours
and medals ad libertium and ad nauseam on
the ¢ Bandung Hero”, the Terror of Commu-
nism, the man who made the Russian Bear
shiver on its hind legs, now admit that Cey-
lon’s “great man” has been only a clay-footed
idol. ~ Here let us examine the results of the
electiors a littls critically.

THE PRIME MINISTER

Sir John polled 21,934 at the last elect
ion. His majority was 15468. In the present
election he polied 20,286 and his majority v as
8,278. That is to say he has polled 1648 less

Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel
Minister for Labour and

Permanent Secretary
were ousted. The Mercantile
Clerical Community solidly
voting against them.

6

Major Montague Jayawickrema,
Minister for Transport, despite a
splendid record of work was
knocked out owing to the un-
popularity of the U.N.P.

than last time and his majority has been re-
duced by 7,190 or more or less than halved If
thisindicates anything,it shows that Sir John
has forfeited a great deal of confidence, regard
and respect the populace had for him and
that in spite of managed receptions, tamsahas
and garlands, commemoration stamps, the
cringing and the fawning services of torch-
bearers, honour-hunters, place seekers, press
write-upe and great lionising at public dinners,
luncheons and receptions. :

THE OTHER MINISTERS.

Nine Cabinet Ministers have been bund-
led out lock, stock and barrel. Many words
are not necessary to prove that this indicateg
the strong disgust the people had for the
Kotelawala Government, Among the nine
was the Minister for Home Affairs, who con-
trary to Section 29 of the Order-in-Council
(Parliamentary Elections), had induced
Government to vote away five million rupees
out of state funds, contributed by all reli-
gionists, for the purpose of the Buddha Ja-
yanthi Celebrations. Further Mr. Ratnayake
is the Chairman of a Buddha Jayanthi Cele«
brations Committee which is a sort of semi. .
government department of the U N P, Govern-
ment and which holds its meetings in State-
owned buildings, Ign’t it an irony of Fate,
(or shall we gay a sign of Divine wrath ? that
such an ardent Buddhist and an old hand a¢
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Dr. N. M, Perera

Won a sweeping victory in Ruanwella :
over Mr. R. Premadasa, the favourite of
the U.N.P. High Command.

politics in a predominantly and almost exclu-
sively Buddhist area, should be defeated by
a Christian and almost a new-comer to politics?

At the previous election Mr. Ratnayake
won by a majority of 8 883 votes. This time
he loses his seat by 3,548 votes. At the last
election he polled 14,214 votes and in this
election he polled 11,109. Another Minister to
be defeated wasthe one who held the Portfolio
of Labour. He was defeated by an ex-postal
peon, or a postman,who had been served with
“Quit Notice’ on the advice of the Ministry
of the defeated Minister who was its head.
The Minister for Education has managed to
retain his seat. The following figures will
show that he too had lost much of the con-
fidence the voters had in him, His majority
on the previous occasion was 14,211. This
time it is only 1440. In the present election
he polled 9523 votes only. It will thus be
seen that everywhere the U.N,P. was unpopu-
lar in spite of the efforts of special colum-
nists to boost the U N.P as the “only party
able to govern the country,” !

. The Minister of Posts and Broadcasting,
who was returned by a majority of 8088 to
the Kegalle Seat at the previous election, was
defeated this time by a majority of 3378 at
Mawanella. The Minister for Land Acquisi-
tion,-who held the Anuradhapura Seat by an

Mr. Pieter Keuneman

*“Apa Peter Mahatmaya”’ the idol of In
the masses triumphed over 4 UNP
candidates including the Right

Wing Mayor Sugathadasa. 4

i 5 e

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva.

the Wellawatte-Galkissa

Election nearly 7500 Tamils
voted en bloc for him.

majority 3919, was thrown out this time by a
M E P candidate by a majority of 2346. The
Minister for I'rade & Commerce, who won the
Chilaw Seat last time by a majority 54,was de-
feated this time by a majority of 7734. The
Minister of Health, who held the Kadugan-
nawa lst “eat at the previous election by a
majority of 3666, was defeated this time by
the holder of the first seat by a majority 18,
192. The Minister of Finance who held the
Horana Seat, in his home town and birth place,
by a majority of 13,497 was thrown out by a
majority of 10655 this time. The Minister of
Labgur who was second Member for Colombo
Central came fourth this time being defeated

by 24,938, The Minister of 'I'ransport who de-

feated his opponent in the previouselection by
a majority of 2591 had his former rival turn
tables on him and defeated him by a 4989
majority. :

My. Natesan, Minister of Brcadeasting,
who won his seat on the previous occasion asa
U N.P. candidate by a majority of 3766 votes,
although be resigned from the U N P.and con-
tested this time as an Independent candidata,
was defeated by 6667 votes.

Sir Kanthiah Vaithinathan, Minister of
Housing etc. and who had rendersd good and
useful service, both as a Minister and previ-
onsly as a public servant, was defeated by a
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F. P- candidate by a major-
ity of 1839 votes for no other
reason than that he was a
member of the UNP Cabinet.

An ex-U-N.P, Minister
was defeated so badly as to
forfeit his deposit-

The Minister of Food
and Agriculture, the hero of
the Food and Agricultural
Exhibition and C, Plan Ex-
hibition and the “‘right hand
man'’ of Sir John, who cone
sidered him to be worth nine
R. G ' Senanayakes was de
feated by a majority of 226 46
by My .R.G. Senanayake, the
dispised candidate of the
U.N.P Cabinet until he re
« * Mr.T.F. Jayawardene signed that postin disgust.
beaten by a Leftist and deservedly JUNIOR MINISTER.
too. His overthrow was a cer- Five Junjor Ministera

tainty. The Leftest candidate won
without an effort. have been thorwn out and

Sir Richard Aluvihare
[t was a blunder on the part of
the U.N.P. to have put up Sir
Richard to contest a seat.

each of them by a big majority. The follow- the eyes of the public # The writer in the
ing particulars will be found interesting. “New York Herald” stated no new thing when
1. Won previous time by a majority of he wrote that the Prime Minister of Ceylon
5180 : - - (Sir John Kotalawala) and members of his

Lost in this election by a majority of party ““became foo cocky’ ! That was well _aud

5044 truly said.
Won at the previous election by 4634
Lost at this election by 5466

3. Won at the previous election 12,632

Los$ at the present election by 7012

4, Won at the previous election by 1811

Lost at this election by 10,358
5. Won at the previous by 46( 6
Lost at the present election by 6434.
Let those who have eyes to see note how
people who won by substantial margins on
the previous occasion, have been defeated by
equally substantial margins on the present
occasion. Can there be any donbt how loathe-
some the Koielawala Government has been in
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The Defeat of Sir Alkerc F, Peries .
The Speaker, is a very regrettable one

.
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Some Noteworthy Election Results

e e e i

THE SPEAKER

The Speaker who won his seat at the
last election by a majority of 306 was defeat-
ed this time by an Independent and a Catho-
lic by a majority 3097,

DEPUTY SPEAKER

The Deputy Speaker won his seat on the
last election on the UNP ticket by a majority
of 6588, managed to save his seat by coming
forward as an Independent with 1251 votes

to spare. :
CROSS-OVERS

Mr. H. B. Tenne who won the Dambulla
Seat in 1952 as an SLFP candidate by a
majority of 4852 crossed over to the UNP
this time and lost the same seat by a majo
ity of 9155.

Mr. B. H. Aluvihare in 1952 won the
Matale seat by a majority of 3416. He cross-

ed over to the UNP, a couple of weeks' prior
to the election, and was defeated by a majo-
rity of 2596. X

The Minister of Transport defeated his °
opponent at the previous election by a majo-
rity of 2591. His former rival turned tables
on him and defeated the Minister this time
by a majority of 4989

WHOSE DEFEAT?

The rout of the UNP was not only a de-
feat for the UNP but also to the Catholic
hierarchy, The Negombo Electorate which is
in a preponderatingly Catholic area and which
had preferred asits representatives Buddhists
on previous occasions rejecting leftists, ac-
cepted a Leftist this time, Colombo North
Electorate which always had a Roman Catho-

lic as its member and repeatedly rejected left-
ists preferred this time a leftist to the Roman
Catholic UNP candidate.The theory of “‘mor-
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tal sin” and the fear of being refused reli-
gious rights did not ditter Cathc'ics from
voting anti-UNP and for Leftists

The result, therefore, is a resounding de-
" feat for the stooge press that boomed the
UNP and gave the public partial and distort.
ed accounts and people’s views. It is also a
defeat for the UK and USA Ambassadors
_ (chiefly the latter) who seem to have cousi~
dered that the guardians of local public opi-
nion were the stooge Press and that those
whom the High Commissioners and their
wives meet at cocktail parties, were the
custodians of the secrets. Above all, itis a
- gevere blow to Sir John who as the ‘“‘Hindus-
tan Times™ says lived in a “Fools Paradise™
bamboozled by numbers and the weight of
the garlands at the number of receptions,hon-
our hunters, Bus mudalalies and job seekers.
« ° The ex-Tnspector General of Police, who was at va-
rious times a Civil Servant, a Magistrate and a Perma-
nent Secretary, was defeated in a straight contest. Three
District Judges who retired prematurely to take to poli-
tics—mno doubt encouraged by the UNP and with the
hope of securing ministerial portfolios—were all beaten
at the polls and badly too.

Two S.L.F.P. members who crossed over to the
UNP, no doubt expecting some plums of office, were all
defeated. One of these had he not crossed over, would
have been, without a doubt, the Leader of the House,
or at least a Minister, while the other would have been
a Junior Minister.

All the Ministers except the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Education,or II in all, were defeated by con-
vincing majorities.The proposer and seconder of the ‘Sin-
halese Only’ resolution moved at the Kelaniya Confer-

ence, that necessitated the Dissolution of Parliament and
the holding of the elections, were both defeated, the for-
mer by a majority of 18,330 and the latter by a majority
of 14,806. VWhat price Swabasha after that?

R. G. Senanayake created history by contesting two
seats on the same day and defeating two rivals by majo
rities of 24,917 and 22,836 The latter's victim being
Sir John's right hand man— J. R. Jayawardene.

Let me now analyse the voting in some
of the notable electorates such as Colombo
North, South and Central.

COLOMBO NORTH--This seat was
held by a Catholic of the UNP who dafeated
a Leftist woman; the previous time, by a
ma jority of 3494.This time the lady defeated
a catholic UN P candidatein a predominently
Catholic area, by a majority of 7352 in spite
of the ‘‘faithful” being warned in diverse
ways that it was a mortal sin to wvote for &

i1 -

candidate who belonged to a party that ‘had
been banned by the Church.This would show
that even the Catholic Church had failed to
arrest the avalanche and hatred the people
had for the Kotelawala Government.

COLOMBO SOUTH—Tables were turn-
ed on the UNP holder of this ‘seat. On the
last occasion Mr. T. F.Jayawardene defeated
the L.S.S.P. candidate by 5180, This time
the Leftist beat him by 5044. Thus it willbe
seen that the entire municipal area is' repre-
sented by a Communist and two other Left-
ists and that 3 UNP members in the persons
of a Minister, Junior Minister, and the Mayor
of Colombo were rejected by three Colomba
Electorates—only the UNP man, a Muslim
Knight and the leader of his cornmunity Iin
a preponderatingly large communal electors
ate, saved his seat.

COLOMBO CENTRAL (3 Seats)—The
Commuynist who held the first place on the
previous occasion was returned with an en-
hanced majority beating the UNP Knight
who came second, by 18,784 and the other
UNP man by a majority of 27,062. Another
noteworthy fact is that an ex-postal peon
secured the third placeand defeated the Minis-
ter for Labour. In this electorate which can L¢
regarded as a City Electorate, the Commun's
candidate in a 7 corned contest polled 45,240
or nearly 3/10 of the total polled.
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The “lopointed Members’

WHAT EARTHLY PURPOSE DOES THE
BURGHER MEMBERS SERVE?
(Communicated)

The following well written and argued article com-
municated by an estimable member of the community,
was unavoidably held over from our previous issue. Even
though the names of the Appointed Members have been
already announced, the writer’s criticism in so faras it
conceras the two Burgher (Appointed) Members, still
holds good and applies with force. We are dealing with
this subject editorially.

YJOUR artiele in the last issue of ““The
Y Séarchlight” on the governmental Swa-

bhasa attitude towards the Burgher has
been well timed and to the point. However it
will be interesting and relevant to folloyw this
up with the intriguing question as to what
is the precise position of the so called ap-
pointed ‘“Burgher Members”’ of Parliament
and what duties are expected of them.

A correspondent to the press over the
the pen name of “Bandung Burgher” some
little time ago, requested of the Prime Minis-
ter or the Speaker a pronouncement on this
vexed point as the matter was of vital inter-
est to the community, and all the more so
coming as it did at a time when its members
were in a state of trepidation and at their
win’s ends to discovor what measures politi-
cally shonld be resorted to safeguard the

-communpity’s interests and secure its pros—
- pects in the future.

_ As was to be expected, the difficulty was
avoided and the question shelved by the
authorities invoked, and as was not to be ex- .
pected was any enlightment thrown on the
subject by either of the two members con-
- cerned, who of all others should have been
aware of their status and what came pecu-
liarly within the ambit of their services.

The reason for this silence is not diffi-

cult to comprehend. They realised that they
even in a cleft stick, for though they wou'd
like to be regarded as being in Parliament to
represent the interests of a community, they
at the same time hecame painfully aware
that they could not claim—whatever their
other acsivities may huve been— tohave ever
advocated the cause of the Burgher either in

i i L

the course of debate in Parliament or in com-
munications to the Press, and in addition
well knew that in recent times there have
been conspicuous instances of Burghers hav-
ing been over lonked without a blow ‘being
struck or a word uttered in their defence

This apathy had been so marked by the com-

munity as to arouge the remark that the only
interest these membersserved werg their own.
Tt is poor justification to say that they have
gerved on Parliamentary Committees from time
to time and have thus contributed their shate -
of work. These committees are constituted
for general purposes and for investigating and
dealing with matters coomected with the
affairs of the Island in general There are 95
elected members to do, this work for they
have been selected by their respective cons—

‘tituencies to reprecent territorial and not com-

munal interests. There is therefore a multi-

tude of councillors to choose from, and thereia
no reason to draw on the appointed members

who have been appointed for other purpose,

for these men under the constitution have

been appointed to represent special interests

and these interests are interests that are not

represented by the other 95 members or in-

adequately represented by them.

We know why tha three European mem-
bers are there. There is such a vast amount
of British capital invested in Tea and Rubber
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—for the most part in estates sterling owned
__and also in Commerce as evidenced by the
multiplicity of European Mercantile Houses
in Colombo, that it was thought fit and pro-
 per by-the Soulbury Commission that less
these wide and valuable interests suffer for
want of championing, a suitable number of
members with.technical knowledge and exper-
* jence in commerce and planting should be ap-
pointed. Be it said to the credit of these men
that never the necessity did arise when they fa-

. iled to doughtily espouse the causeand advan-

ceitginterests En pasant it must bealso men-
tioned that neither did the Muslim nor the Ta-

- mil members allow the cases of their coun-

trymen to go by default. If then it be a case
as you say of ‘funk or a sense of inferiority”
the sooner the Burghers make up their minds
to do without their “friends” in Parliament
in the future, and to depend on the magnani-

. mity and tense of fairness of the majority

community the better- Have they not the right
to hold its members,whether rightists or leftists
to their overwhelming protest+tions and pro
mises of fair play and equal treatment to all,
regardless of caste, class, creed, or community.
Further in the new set up when Sinhalese only

will be the State Language, a Burgher will be
an anachronism, but if any is to be appointed
let it be one of member for a live dog is better
than a dead lion. Yes, he must be a live wire
versed in the Sinhalese langunage and able to
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understand it when expressed in speech and to
participate in it in debate- He must be young
and vigorous with pep and snap, and keenly
wedded to the cause. He should be of the type
that will get his teeth into his job and look
upon it 2s a spare-time occupation.

The danger of having two lives in one
casting the responsibility on the other with
the inevitable result of what is everybody’s
business is the business of nobody:-

The vacuum can be filled by selecting a
fervent social worker whose duty it will be
to look after the necessities and requirements
of the repressed classes whose interests ab
present are sorely neglected: '

I

T graph:

“SYED"

D) PCARPEA SO AP F AP P SIS AR



e

THE SEARCHLIGHT

: [eylon Naa[ls' More Work, Not More I’Ians

14

Despite ambitious development plans,
Ceylon's unemployment problem grows
graver. Are the plans at fault? Or the
education system ”’ The Island’s dilemma
presents a warning to other developing
countries in the Commonwealth.

T was Goethe who remarked that “a great
I Revolution was never the fault of the peo-
ple but of the Government.” Today Ceylon

is confronted with unemployment and under-
employment which it finds difficult to solve.
Every year over-fifty thousand young men
are leaving school, many of whom. through
no fault of thelrs, are being added to the vast
army of the unemployed (and already there
are over half a million or more un>mployed).

There is also a tremendous increase in
under-employmen'’ among the peasant class,
which is the backbone of the country. There
i8 every indication that nnemployment will
keep on rising steadily duting the coming
months; and business circles predict that an
economic depression is looming large on the
horizon, and unless the Government takes
measures to arrest the problem it may soon
get out of control. :

The situation, moreover, does not appear
to be just a temporary phensmenon; it is like.
ly to remain a permanent feature, and a solu-
tion must be found without loss of time,

Unemployment and under-employment
are not something peculiar to Ceylon; for, at
some time or other practically every country
in the world has been called npon to face
these problems. But the present predicament
of the Island provides an objeot; lesson to other
developing countries.

& *

It is somewhat tragic that the Govern-
ment of Ceylon has still not fu'ly awuakened
to the crisis which threatens in. Cabinet Mi-
isters and politioians proclaim from public
platforms about their Master Plans and what
not, which are designed to create large scale
employment almost overnight. The blame for
the presant position is | tid on the British
Government for having failed to develop the
the resources during their long yvears of rule

or

True, the British did.not develop the-in-
dnstrial potential of the Island; since their
aim was to obtain the resources as raw as
possible, ship them to their country and send
them back as finished goods to the colonies.
But it cannot be denied—even by the most
inveterate enemy of Britain—that the Brit-
ish did develop the agricultural industry.
Thanks to their efforts, Cevlon has today.
highly developed tea and rubber industries,
which not only provide a source of continued
and steady employment to many thousands
of Ceylonese, but also bring in over two-
thirds of the island's revenue from abmad
chiefly from the United Kingdom.

The Ceylon Government has, of course,
made some efforts to develop the indugtrial
potential of the country with a view to sol-
ving unemployment and under-employment.
With the first flush of political independence
in 1947 it ventured into industrial develop
ment on a large scale, without having regard
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to the necessary requirements, in the hope
that opening up industries in a haphazard
manner would create large-scale employ-
ment and a sudden aplift in the standards
of living of its people, who for over 150 years
had been subjected to colonial rule and the
. evils of poverty and misery.

But at the end of six years this plan
proved a clossal failure involving the losg of
several millions of uaaccountable rupees, re-
.trenchment, and more poverty and misery
than during the time of ocolonial rule. The
causes for the great failure were many; and
even up to now those causes continue to
plague the country—some to a greater or
lesser degree.

Looking back, one could peint to the
inadequacy of the educational system as one
cause. The Government gives free education
for the youth of the ¢ountry from the kinder-
garten right up to the university. The system
of education is designed in such a manner that
it has produced thousands of young men doom-
ed to frustration because their education has

equipped them for jobs that they cannot find.

* *

In the United Kingdom education is in

creasingly designed to give to “skill in hand

and eye the same opportunity and the same
status as is afforded t7 excellence in the sp
here of academic studies.” Tn Ceylon. how-
ever, which takes pride in the fact that it fol
lows the United Kingdom more closely in all
the social aspects than any other eastern coun-
try, education is shoddy and ill conceived. in
that it is designed to meet the requirements
neither of industry nor the academicians.

During the time of the British rule an
English education was provided for youths of
the country so that they might help to man
the administration. But today Ceylon is pro-
ducing more youths than jobs in that parti-
calar field- The irony of it all is that the
Government is still attempting to give an
academic education to ever yone whe:-
ther cne has the aptitude or not; and it is
right here that the greatest mistake is beinz
made-

No amount of industrialisation can solve
‘unémployinent unless the type of education
is imparted, and determined efforts must be
made here and now to eliminate the defects
in the educational system and overhaul it com-
pletely to suit the changing requirempents  of
the country.

15

Experts have estimated that of the

<Rs. 1,700 millions worth of merchandise that

the GOvernment imports now as consumer
goods about Rs. 800 m. worth could be easily
produced locally within a short period of time
by the fuller development of small-scale
mechanised cottage industries.

It is a little gratifying to note that the
Government has abandoned its more ambitious
plans of opening up industries on a gigantic
scale and has begun to devote itself to the fuller
development of small scale cottage industries.
Credit for this must go to the present Minister
of Industries, Senator Sir Kanthiah Vaithia-
nathan (since defeated at the polls in the Ge-
neral Election) who by sheer dint of hard work,
vision and recourse to foreign expert advice, is
evolving a workable plan to provide employ-
ment for some of the educated unemployed
over a period of some years.

.Lhe overriding consideration in all these
matters must be the human factor which
simply eans that the State should employ
“labour intensive” rather than “capital inten—
sive” techniques of production. However, the
success of the small-scale cottage industries
depends wholly on the Government, and how
far it will be able to change or rather overhaul

(Continued on page 17)
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the present educabional system. The present
Government has laid itself open to the charge
of devising an educational system to suit its
political ends.

' In a rationally planned system of deve-
lopment of the small-scale industries the mo-
bility of capital,.which is now restricted by
cumulative factors, will be increased A new
life could reju'venate the now starved and with-
ered rural areas which in turn will pump new
life into the remotest cornmers. There would
follow a much needed shift back of people from
urban areas into the rural areas.

In any survey of under-employment it is
essential to remember that Ceylon’s economy
is essentially agricultural, and will remain so
for many more years to come: Yet it is doubt-
ful whether it will be possible to raise the liv-
ing standards of th e peasant class greatly
Yhrough the development of the agricultural
system. It certainly would be a very great
achievement if Ceylon could do so, and attain
self- sufficiency in the matter of food (many
precious millions of rupees are spent on import-
ing rice from some of the countries of South
East Asia). The Government is spending
colossal sams of money on opening vast tracts
of jungle land for the cultivation of paddy, but
it has still not been able to produce even a
third of the total requirements of rice —and
there has been no worthwhile rise in the socio-
economic conditions of the peasantry.Accord-
ing to the Master Plan of the Government,
it proposes to solve the growing unemploy-

ment and under employment problems by

opening still more thousands of acres of jun -
gles and ploughing into them the educated un-
employed.

It is pertinent, however, to ask whether
the opening of new lands will to any appre-
ciable extent solve these two problems. Quite
recently, the newspapers came out withlarge
type headlines when the Miunistry of Lands
and Land Development revealed, much to the
embarrassment of the Government, that there
were thousands of acres of cultivable lands
lying fallow, Yet, the Master Plan aims to go
ahead with the opening of new tracts of jun-
gle at an enormous cost.

[t scems to me that the real heart of the
problem which for some inexplicable reason
hag escaped the attenti n of the Government,
18 thut the average farmer does not consume
anything more than 150 days at the most
per vear—even allowing for double crepping
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(rarely done in Ceylon), cultivation of several
crops, looking after livestock and doing the
routine yearly jobs of the farm. Time hang
heatily ou his hands for over half the year
round. Cannot this be remedied ?

#* *

The moral of it all is that there are en-
ough paddy lands in the Island ; there is ab-
solutely no need—for the present—to open
new tracts of jungle, The farmer has to be

" found some sort of subsidiary employment

which will keep him and his family busy for
the (ther half of the year—that iz the reil
answer, _

The first requirement is a proper system
of land distribution which will ensure that
all land is used to the best advantage. Seve-
ral suggestions have been put forward to the
Government by the mildest Socialists and the
reddest Communists. It is beyond the scope
of this article to detail any method, but suf-
fice it to say the correction of land distri-
bution could be achieved through the process
of a mild and bloodless agrarian revolution
drvoid of any ideology. Perhaps, in this re-
gard Ceylon would do well to follow the lead
given by the Indian agrarian crusader, Vino.
ba Bhave DBut has Ceylon a man of his cali-
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bre ? Apparently not,
that-the State assumed Bhave’s role, which
will certainly win over the confidence of the
rural masses on whom depends so much the
preservation of the democratic structure of
the Island Dominion.

£ ¥

The second requirement is that the in-
come per capital of the farmer should be in-
creased to raise thesocio-economic condit ions,
and this can best be schieved through the
devolopment of the small-scale cottage in-
dustries which will provide him and" hig fa-

mily with employment for the otter half of
the yeay.

. The handloom industry provides an un-
limited scops for continued employment. If
every peasant farmer were to undertakesuch
work during bis spare hours it would enable

It is time therefore,

him to earn on the average at least Rs. 2 per -

day. Textile requirement of Ceylon is in the
region of one hundred million yards per year.
This industry produces only about three mill-
lon yards at present, though, however, the
potential capasity of the existing handlooms
13 81x million yards. This, as I said at the
beginning, is the only industry which oan
guarantee continued employment right thro-
ugh the year and the Government’s guaran-
teed price scheme which is now in effect
should give the farmer the confidence to pro-
duce all that he possibly can. Brick and tile
making are other small-scale industries which
could be another source of income to him.

A realistic approach to the twin problem
of unemployment and under-employment is
very urgent and pressing in the context of
what is now happening in this Dominion ;
and the only solution as far as I can see, lies
~ in the rapid and rational development of the
small-scale cottage industries, where exces—
sive mechansation and over capitalisation
would not be reqnired,
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UNEMPLOY MENT

GOOD deal is beard about unemployment and the
figures appear to be increasing daily and are the
cause of much anxiety among our politicians. It -

would however be interesting to ascertain if that is pos-
sible what percentage of the unemployed can be employed
and the percentage of the nnemployahl.e.

One often sees numbers of men sitting about with®
apparently no work to do. They lounge and idle their
time, smoking Beedies or cigarettes or they hie them-
selves to some sequestered spot and gamble, playing .
“Baby.”” This class of man is too languid and lethargic
to do a job of work or if he condescends to do so he de-
mands the highest wage for the minimum of work whicp, -
is mostly unsatisfactory. Nothirg seems to perturb the
even tenor of his way of life. It is just typical of the
couatry. And yet there is really plenty of work to be had
for those who are villing to do honest work,

In Colomho itself there is a great dearth of domes™
tic servants but is often well nigh to get a decent, capable
and honest servant nowadays. The Ministry of Labour
Bave launched a scheme to train hotel waiters and'cooks,
But this does not go far enough. Carpenters, blacksmiths, -
wheelwrights, barbers, to name only a few are badly
wanted.

In this District formeriy one was able to obtain a
clean, capable, decent and honest servant or a cook at a
reasonable wage. Since however the advent of the R A.F-
to this vicinity such are not to be had. Everyone crowds
to the R.A.F. where fantastic wages are paid (by order
I understand with the result that domestic servants are
practically unobtainable.

I found myself one unable to obtain g
single servant- At last I got one—a Sinhalese
youth and had to pay him a very high wage.
I fond him lazy inefficient, and disinclined to
work: I finally had to get' rid of him but he
quickly found another job with the R.A.F. ata,
higher wage- After he had left I discovered he
had been quietly helping himself to my silk
handkerchiefs and there were none left. He
had also quietly annexed several of my good
shirts, The worst thing however was the theft
of my very valuable Zeiss Reflex Camera. T
tried to have this traced but without suceess
and it was only after several months through
the clever detection of a very smart Police
Inspector that it was found in a house in the
adjacent village: I was able to identify it but
did not pursue the matter further as to do so
would have been sheer waste of time. I was
only too thankful to receiver the camera. To
reward the Inspector monetarily for his very
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excellent work would have been irregular and
against Police Rules so I sent a fat cheque to
the Police Reward Fund as a thank offering
and I hope the Inspector was given a good por-
tion of the money I paid.

Tn this vicinity there is only one black-
.smith who is {ortunately a wheelwright as
well and luckily for me lives quite close There
is a clever ahd efficient carpenter in this area
but his services have been bought body and
soul by a Proprietary Planter who has placed
him on his Pay Roll which debars him from
working for anyone else.

Fortunatoly this carpenter hasa son, cle-
ver and capable,who as in India he has taught
his trade. But now the young man has elected
to be a lorry driver and earn more money but
by arrangement with him I can obtain his ser-
vices when required. Masons too are rare birds
sround here What masons there are find goed

* wages and work with the R A.F but I can get
one occasionally on a Sunday or when he has
a day off. Again there are only two barbers
both Tamils who serve about five villages, no
Sinhalese barber heie

In practically every village in Tndia one
can find hereditary black smiths,wheel wrights,
carpenters, masons, barbers &c. in fact prac-
tically every village in India is self sufficient.
There are always tailors as well and shoe mak-
ers and cobblers- But here if one wants any
cloth sewn or shoes made or repaired one must

I

o to Negombo or even o Colombo- There I8
?ea,-liy plgnty of work to be dcne if thﬁ'_pﬂﬂple
will only make up their minds t0 do it or o
learn a useful trade or profession. bub then
there is always the lure of dolce far niente a:mj.
just idling. In many Indian villages can be
found spinners and weavers who make cloth for
the surrounding villages-

How nany hand spinners and weavers
can be found in a Sinhalese village? No, the
people of Ceylon are just born tired- In this
they closcly resemble the Malays 1n Malaya
who are all nature’s gentlemen.” Malays make
excellent chauffeurs, syces orderlies, police
constables &c. but all the real work of the
country is done by clever and capable Chin-
ese- merchants and businessmen, traders, shop
keepers clerks and every imaginable other
trade. They make excellent domestic servants
and cooks, clean, honest and efficient and capa-
ble: All market gardens are run by Chinese
and there is always an abundance of fresh fruit
and vegetables. The Malay is 00 much of a
gentleman to bother his head aboub market
gardening much less domestic service.

Unemployment in Ceylon could be con=
siderably reduced if only there was more will-
ingness to learn and work well and capably.
As Sir Sidney Abrahams has so apathy puti.
“*A little more humility supported by willing
ness to be instructed is what is very badly
needed ”’ T.W.H.
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HIGH FIDELITY

OMNIDIRECTIONAL SOUND

MODEL No. 267 WETR
& 9 VALVES
(wiTH 13 FUNCTIONS)
% T WAVEBANDS
WITH BANDSPREAD
3% 4 SPEAKERS
: FOR TRUE HIGH
FIDELITY OMNT-
DIRECTIONAL SOUND
<% SEPARATE
BASS & TREBLE
2 CONTROL PUSH
BUTTON
WAVEBAND SELECTION
%  BUILT IN ANTENNA
% WALNUT CABINET
This Super “De Luxe’ Receiver has been designed for the exacting listener &
mcorporates all the refinements of modern radio-engineering Tor the first time in
radio history high fidelity has been coupled with omnidirectional sound, which is
the nearest appreach to the living orchestra. It has to be heard to be believed.

PRICE Rs. 600, -
OTHER MODELS ON SHOW

No. 261 WE. 6 valves 4 wave bands Rs. 435/~
No. 264 WET. 6 valves 4 wave bands Rs 310/-
No. 266 WT. 4 valves 3 wave bands Rs. 225/-
No. 266 BT. Dry Battery model 4 valves 3 bands Rs 185/

FIRST CROSS ST. COLOMBO
N o w o B B B @ T DB TV VOB
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MUSINGS

By

TROUSERS

HY should there be this campaign

\ against the wearing of trousers? Prac-
tically the whole civilised world wears
trousers: 1t is the most convenient form of
clothing for the legs. Every form of work can
be undertaken in trousers rather than be swa-
thed in a sarong or cloth. For house or cycle
riding it is the best. Still better are shorts.
There is far less fear of trousers or shorts get-
ting enfangled with machinery and being  the
cause very
often of seri-
ous and fatal
accidents. 1
.cannot  ima-
ginethe Army
or the Police
being clothed
in Sarongs or
cloth. These
would serious-
ly affect their
movements, If
one analyses
sarongs or
cloth  vertis,
we find that
the sarong
though popu-
lar is really a
Malay dress.
In Malay Sa-
rong means a

hoarseness
take » Bager «

‘(RESIVAL

Shea't‘h- 'The Cresival is the most relioble and
cloth or verti efficadious remedy, perfectly
18 pure]y of harmless and of pleasant taste

Indian origin
and whatever
may he said
1t is certainly.
not Sinhalese
iR et gin,
Therefore I 1
say away with :

this stupid and foolish prejudice against trou-
sers or shorts.

A STREET DIRECTORY

HY is there not or at least T have nof
seen one, a Street Directory for Coi-

TOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS.
DISTRIBUTORS:

ombo ? In Thackers’ Indian Direc-

FERTILISER MIXTURES
" FOR
“ALL CROPS

The _
Colombo Commercial Company
o Limited.

Incorporated in Great Britain. Liability of Members
is Limited

P. O. BOX 33, COLOMBO.

tory published annually and known by every-
one as the Lal Kitab” or Red Book, a Street
Directory of Calcutta is incorporated in it
and is a great convenience in being able to

find the location of Streets and roads with
their respective numbers: But here in Colom-
bo unless one knows already it is almost im-
possible to find the location of any street or
rcad in such suburbs as Kollupitiya, Bambala-
pitiya, Wellawatte and Maradana. Unless one
actually knows the place it is almost impossible
to find. An appeal in most cases to a Consta— _
ble on Point Duty is worse than useless. Con-
stables should be trained in the topography of
Colombo and this should form part of their
training The same applies to all taxi drivers
who may know the principal streets and roads
but are quite ignorant otherwise and have to
be directed.

How different in London. Thére an ap-
peal to any ccnstable on Point Duty and one
can at once be furnished with directions. It is
part of their traiuing to learn the topography
of London. Similarly a taxi driver is unable
bo obtain a Licence before he has passed an
examination in the topography of Londen The
same applies to all the other large cities in the
LK. .
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. YHE HURLY BURLY

- HEN the hurly burly’s done when the
battle’s lost and won.”
“The Good Lion came down like a
wolf-

His cohorts were gleaming in red-
But alas and alack.

The Good Lion came back with a very nasty
sore pain in his head.”
Apropos of nothing; some little time ago
I saw a very clever cartoon by Collette. It de—
picted a dog on a bridge with a bore in its
mouth mirrored in the stream below the bridge
was another dog with a bone in its mouth.

&. G-P.

~ AS I fully expected the Prince of the Penin-
sula has been returned for Yalpanam bear-
ing the victor’s laurels on his brow “Heig
astute and he's clever. He'll remain King of
Jappana for ever- I should not be surprised if
Banda invites him to join his Cabinet.

But the way what has happened to the
Tluk Paper Factory at Vellachenai on which
many millions have been spent? A man Griers
son, a discovery of G.G.P. was the Promoter
of this Scheme I wonder where Grierson is
now ? doubtless enjoying his otium cum digni-
tate in a far serener clime. But is the 1lluk
Paper Factory functioning or is it just “one

O R ST S s essses eseeel
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of those things”'? Iluk seed was sown in a
large area and Government spent a very large
amount to manure the land for Iluk. Quelle
Folie !! Can madness go farther. Where is the
Iuk Paper ? Has any been produced as_yet?
I rather fancy not as no one as far as I know
has heard a word about it. “‘Fust one of those
things,”
THE U.N.P. DEBACLE

A OME of the reasons for the colossal down

5 fall of the U N.P. at the Polls. When Sir
John Kotelawala became Prime Minister

he incontinently sacked t wo Ministers viz.
Prince Ponna and Rajapakse. It was then hop-
ed by most people that he would go farther
and to quote the late Lord Admiral Fishers
phrase ‘sack the lot.” But whether through fear,
friendship or favour he retained the remain-
der of the old gang.These men have very largely
contributed to the final ruin of the U.-N.P. by.
their incompetence— their utterly selfish dis-
regard of the People the false promises they
have made from time to time and their insane
squandermania, wasting the resources of the
country for their own selfish endsand aggran-
disement. There are many other matters which
lie at their door too numerous to mention. But
the People have now become more articulate
and more intelligent- The results at the Pollg
show clearly that the People will have no more
of these Ministers and be done with them and

their false promises
for ever. With only a
single exception the
Ministers have fallen
like ninepins. T feel
sorry for Sir John as
it has a tremendous

WORLD -OVER APPRECIATION

for Fhilips TL fluorescant iamps rest
¢n this combination:

current econorny, long hife.

come down for him
It reminds me in a
way of what I read
in a book several
years ago.

‘T'he author writes:-
“After a man has
been Viceroy of India
the only sensation left

good light,

Sole Agents:-

Ve DT VTR e W

MAURICE ROCHE LIMITED
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to him is to be mur-
dered or to commit
suicide. There is no-
thing else ""The other
Ministers are doomed
to wonder in the
wilderness.
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 RESPONSIBILITY |
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iT IS A GREAT RESPONSIBILITY
FOR A FAMILY TO HAVE THE
ARRANGEMENT OF ALL THE
DETAILS OF A FUNERAL.

THE SELECTION OF THE
RIGHT FUNERAL DIRECTOR CAN
TAKE FROM THEIR SHOULDERS
THE ENTIRE WEIGHT OF RES-
PONSIBILITY EXCEPT ONE THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF SELECTING

HIM.
Barney Raymond Ltd.

Morticians, Monumentalists, Florists
121 KANATTE ROAD COLOMBO 8

i Phone 9912
TELEs

A FEW QUESTIONS FOR OUR NEW

PRIME MINISTER TO DECIDE
"I HE abolition of the Senate. The Senate is

just an utterly useless instituticn. It has
no real voice in the affairs of the country. It
is only a preserve for disappointed and defeat-
ed candidates and for those who are afraid to
face the Polls also for a favoured few. The
sooner the Senate is disbanded and abolished
the better- With regard to embassies several
of these could be dispensed with and a mate -
rial® saving of expenditure be effected. In some
places Consulates would be all that is neces-
sary and promote 'I'rade. There are on the
other hand important Embassies which could
be established which could help to improve
relations and encourage Trade. But only hand
picked men should be sent there to represent
Sri Lanka

Why not then too follow the esample of
Nehrue and India and declare Ceylon a Re-
public within the Commonwealth? This would
automatically do away with atone stroke the
vexed question of Imperial Honours with all
the Bargaining and Bribery connected with
- the bestowal of these Honours.Our new Prime
Minister will I think give these questions the
consideration they call for. These questions
have doubtlegsly been in the mind of our

Grams ‘Barneycs’ Colombo

-
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new Prime Minister. It is only necessgry for
him to implement them. &
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
T is to be hoped that the Prime Minister
will introduce a much needed reform
following the example of the British Par—
liament and include Agriculture and Tisher-
ies under one Ministry. At present it is ab-
surd to include Fiskeries in the Ministry of
Commerce,I have long advocated this change
but in vain. After all the harvest of the land
and the harvest of the sea constitute the
Food of the People and it is axiomatic that
both should be included under one Ministry.
This is only common sense.
SILK INDUSTRY
HAT about the Silk Industry and pro-
posed Silk Filature? Achaya, another
discovery of Prince Ponna. Achaya
wasg going to establish a Silk Industry in
Ceylon which would turn out silk superior
in quality and texture to the looms of China,
Japan, Mysore and Kashmir, -
Five years of wasted effort and a sine-
cure for Achaya and nothing done. But how
typical of Ceylon, Achaya to quote O. Henry
“was going to do a hell of a lot with a big
stick and a basket of eggs.” But all has ended
“in the nothing all things end in.”

Where Wise People Buy
their

Lintor & Jilmanstores

AND THAT IS AT

A BASTIANPULLE'S

Kayman’s Gate, Colombo

WHERE YOU GET YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES
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The Searchlight

(ESTABLISHED 1921)
For the wrongs that need resistance
For the cause that needs assistance
For the future in the distanece,
For the good that we can do

April 14th 1956

Restricting of Radio
PROGRAMMES IN ENGLISH & TAMIL

made it clear that the intention and policy

of the Government is to make the Sinha-
lese Language the Official language of Lanka,
and to give to the Buddhist Religion itg right-
ful place in the country. He has promised
to do this without causing any hardship to
the minorities in regard to their language or
religion.

In his Press Conference on the 25th ins-
tant, the Prime Minister further confirmed
his Policy when he stated that the proposed
“Sinhalese Only Bill” is, in his opinion, not
“A Contravention of Section 29 of the Cons-
titution” which safeguards the rights of mi
norities.

Under these circumstances, the decla-

- ration of the Hon. the Minister for Posts and
Broadcasting that he intends to restrict all
Radio Programmes to *Sinhalese Only”, in
keeping with Government Policy, appears to
indicate that Minister has not understood
what the real Policy is to be. If he carries
out his intention he would be acting con-
trary to Government Policy.

So long as the Gyvernment continues to
provide entertainment for the Public of Cey-
lon through Radio Programmes, the minorities
have a right to be provided with programmes
both in English as well as Tamil on various
subjects and music which a “Sinhalese Oaly
Programme’’-cannot possibly provide.

Even in Parliament, on complaints made
by the Representatives of the Minorities that
they cannot follow the business of the day
in Sinhalese, arrangements are being made
for simultaneous translation through a radio-
telephone system. If this is a necessity for
the peogples’ Representatives,why should not

THE Prime Minister on several occasions
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the people also be provided with Radio Pro-

grammes in their own languages.

The Minister for Posts and Broadcasting
should also consider the tremendous ‘loss to .
Government Revenue through licence fees
and Import Duty on Radio Apparatus that
will result if he carries out his intention of
restricting Radio Programmes «to the Sinha-
lese Language only.

There is Mr. Suntharalingam who quite
forgetful of *‘Independence’” preparing to ad-
vocate a “Divide and Rule Policy” by offer-
ing Trincomalee t» the British in return for
allowing the Tamil people to govern the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces. What for ins-
tance will he have to say about the question
of the people in the Northern and Hastern
Provinces being compelled to listen to Sinha-
lese Broadcasts to the exclusion of program-
mes in their own language, e

Radio Programmes in the various lan-
guages current in Ceylon provide a great
public service in providing cheap and good
ontertainment, especially amongst the mid-
dle and poorer classes, and is therefore a ser-
vice that the people of this country have a
right to expect from their Government.

Abragham Lincoln had defined “Demo-
cracy’’ as “Government of the people, by
the people, for the people”. Under any re-
gime in modern times there will be a govern-
ment of tle people. Under our own system
of Parliamentary Democracy thereisa govern-
ment of the people by the people—some sort
of people: but is it necessarily “Government
fur the people”. 1t will certainly not be if
the Government is going to cause hardship
amongst certain sections of the community as
for example to negle:t the Xnglish and Tamil
speaking communities by depriving them of
Radio Programmes in their own langinages
when they are being made to pay for Radio
Lice:ce every year.

The gea&,cltl ('gltf
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

IFull Year (in Advance Post Paid) Rs. 10-00
Half Year Rs. 5-00

1 n
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...HE FACED I__r!?_zL_U_.J | g

‘HE HELD HIS BREATH... , '
when some of the spurlous spares hgd to. be hammered filed

UNION PLACE

|

S R S

HE SMILED...
when he saw his CAT* Diesel powered machines working
faithfully, keeping ahead of schedule.

HE SHRUGGED... 7
. when he learned that sonfe of the older machines would
require replacement parts after many seasons of use,

STILL CHEERFUL...
he searched for “bargain’ spares and found them. They Iooked
Just as good as genume parts. .

)
X

and coaxed into place.

HE EXHALED

a searing blast when the substrtute spares began to fali and
. rendered several of his machmes adle

HOPEFULLY

he came to us. We replaced the misfits with Genuine Cater

pillar Parts and put the machines in good worklng ordel‘

NOW o)
his sm%le is greater than ever. His machines are 'again work-

 ing faithfully and economically. He knows how to keep them-’

working,

B e S s LR R

CATERPILLARS

S L O R R R P S s
F Both Cat, and Caterpillar arve registered trade marks

United Tractor & Equipment Ltd.
P. O, BOX 343 DARLEY BUILDINGS
COLOMBO " "PHONE NO: 7371 (2 Llnes) ;
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