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I etter From The Hoitor

AS THE YEAR COMES TO AN END it is custemary to look back over the

year thatis ending and 2lso hope that life would be better in thenext. As
in the years past, 1980 was a year of mixed blessings with the quota of mis-
fortune that befalls all things humap. Prices shot up, but there are mapy
things to be thankful for. The Government has continted to muddle
through, often aimlessly, buffeted hither and thither by pressures
and tribulations that distracted it from the onward course that had been
chartered op its new ecopomic policies. Mcst people see only a confusing
mass of conflicting and contradictory happenings in governmental activities
in 1980. They cannot be blamed because the image that the official media
has so far been able to project about UNP’s Dharmista does ot do justice
to the rea] achievements of the Government. ' Over-exaggeration, over-
repetition, unnecessary boastipg about trivialities, and persopalised news
that focussed attention on the wayside activities of Ministers and MPs—
opening small buildipgs, presiding over potty little seminars and conferences
have all contributed to enveloping the government in a credibility gap which
is fast isolating it from the people. In this ever-growing maelstrom of
ever-widening credibility gap, even the good work of the government goes
unnoticed. It is alse buried under the growing corruption that has
overtaken the administration 2t all levels. Only the most discerning can
detect the positive achievements of the government. The Ministry of
State which has Information and Broadcasting (and now TY) under it cannot
halp very much because most Ministers have Press Officers who dish out
news and use all levers of influence, partronage and otherwise to get the
items they prepare (mostly blah-blah) into SLBC pews bulletins and the
columns of the daily papers. The same ‘“sources” feed the media
with "“features” and photographs intended to boost the individual ministers.
It Ts argued, in defence, that these all-toc-frequent self-adulatory perscpal

puffs about the incopsequential doings of Ministers would cumulatively
" help to build the government’s image. But the perpetrators of this kind
of propoganda little realise that they do mere harm than good, It must
be menticned that as a general rule the Mipisters who are responsive to
criticism in the press and elsewhere are the most successful in getting things
done for national development. Op the other hand Ministers who resent
criticism or ostrichlike refuge to see anything unpalatable of regard cricitism
of the work of departmental officials as personal affront to mipisterial
dignity are responsible for the yawning credibility gap. Among those who
react healthily to criticism, the President stands in a class by himself—every
little tid-bit of criticism in any paper, big or small, gets a ready response
from him, The Prime Minister too does not let any press criticism pass
without” taking prompt action to find out what has gone wrong. The
Minister of Trade and Shipping, the Minister of Lands and Mahaweli
Development and the Minister of Fisheries—three whose names come readly
to mind—not only have excellent rapport with the press but are quick
to respond to criticism by taking corrective action—or correcting 2 wrong
impression or statement of facts. We have in the past been extremely
critica] of different aspects of work of these three Ministries but we have
found that instead of casting Tribune into the outer hell of “epemies”—as
some Ministers and Ministries do by attributing mala fides—these Ministers
have reacted positively and have tried to find out what had prompted the
criticism. WWhat some Ministers do not realise is that Triburie hag no axe
to grind and any criticism we offer or any critical article we publish is not
to detract from good work, but to help in the process of getting better
work done. This week we have published a critical review of the Mahaweli
Project by R. Kahawita. This is not to show that Minister Gamini
Dissanayake has fallen down on his job but enly to point out pitfalls and
possible mistakes his bureaucrats and technocrats can fall into. Minister
Gamini ‘Dissanayake is today one of the few Ministers who is able to get
things done.. He has been extremely successful in getting aid abroad for
Mahaweli. And locally he has a fund of goodwill which he is dften unable
‘to utilise fully—why he may be able to discover ogly if the press and the
media are alive to their responsibilities.
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COVER

The Lowly Earthworm

Once again we turn the focus of attention
on the lowly earthworm. With all the artificial
fertilizers, insecticides, weedicides and other
toxic substances that multinationals and other
profit greedy organisations have pursuaded Sri
Lanka and Sri Lankans to pump into their soils,
this country faces problems of fertility and ecology.
One of the ways of restoring soil fertility is to
rehabilitate the earthworm.

. _We can do no better than reproduce an article
by Stevens Bridges from the periodical The Futurist
entitled The Importance of the Earthworm. On our
cover this week, we have a picture of the habitat
of the lowly earthworm.

THE LOWLY AND OFTEN MALIGNED EARTHWORM
has begun crawling its way toward a brighter tomorrow:
Of course, the earthworm has long been rencwned
ag pature’s best fishing bait. But only recently have
many people begun to recognize the earthworm's true
value as a vita] component of fertile soiland as an efficient
converter of orgapic wastes into valuable resocurces.
Agricultura]l researchers have shown that introducing
large number of earthworms into agricultural land
doubles the yield of wheat, increases the yield of grass
four times, and multiplies clcver yields tenfold. Henry
Hopp. a noted agricultural scientist, found that earth-
worms i poor_soil boosted the yield of herbal plants
more thap 10 times. In experiments with millet, lima
bears, soy beans and hay, Hopp also proved that the
addition of live earthworms increased yields much
more than the addition of dead worms did, showing
that it is the action of live earthworms rather than
just the putrients in dead worms, that enhances soil
productivity.

The excrement or ‘‘castings’ of earthworms which
consists largely of digested soil and particles of organic
matter, is more chemically neutral than the surround-
ing seil. So by consuming soil, and excreming soll
processing it and excreting the remainder as castings,
sufficient numbers of earthworms help keep a field
closer to the neutral pH rangs. Soil that is excessively
acidic or alkaline can inhibit the growth of plants and
microbes. . Earthworms also trapsport miperals and
subgoil compounds from deep in the soil. where they
can lapguish beyond the reach of shallow root systems,
to near the soil's surface. In the process the earth-
worms often transform these compotnds into nutrients
that plants can use much more readily. Chemical
analysis of earthworm castings shows that they can
contain Up to two times as much available magnesium,
five times as much available nitrogen, seven times as
much available phosphorus, and 11 times as much avail-
able potassium as the surrounding seil. The passage
of soil through the earthworm's gullet also greatly
promotes batterial growth. In particular, actinomy-
cetes, bacteria that create humus, thrive in the pre-
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sence of earthworms. The coptent of actinomycetes’
to castings is siX to seven times greater than in the:
original soll. : i
SOILS WITHOUT EARTHYYORMS usually become
dense and compact, thus discouraging plant growth.
But seils rich in earthworms remain loose, giving the ;
soil a much larger capacity to retaip air and water.
Hopp determiped that earthworms introduced into
a test plot for a month increased the rate of which the
sail could absorb water by 250 percent. The improved
soil structures brought about by earthworms help
plants develop longer and more pepetrating roots.
1, A. Yan Rhee, a Dutch researcher, has found that in
orchards “trees that had 800 earthworms placed around
them grew heavier root system than did trees in soils
without worms.” 7 ;

“There is no doubt’’, writes Helberg, “that earth-
worms are the most bepeficial animals in forestry.'"
In 1974, Americans produced 100 million tons of resi-
dential and commercial trash, seven million tons of
sludge and 2,000 million tons of agricultural by-products.
If earthworms were allowed to turn the crganic part
of these “‘wastes” into valuable castings, the stress on
America's already overburdened solid-waste disposal
system would greatly ease. By mixing organic wastes
from human copsumption with sewer sludge and animal

" mapure, the earthworms can really get down to work,

Today over 90,000 earthworm ranchers are raisigg
and selling earthworms in the United States alone.
Thousands of families are profiting frem the environ-
mentally bepeficial activities of improving soil, breaking
down wastes, producing valuable castings and increas-
ing the total biomass of earthworms capable of working -
for humapkind. Almost every household can, with
little traiping, capital, hardware anid time, raise enough-
earthworms for @n organic garbage transformer.  Most
growers use either the red worm, Lumbricus rubellus
or the manure worm, Helodilus foetida, which are mark-
eted locally under a variety of names. With oply about
20,000 earthworms living in 2 5 foot by five foot by
one foot (1.5 meterXl.5 meter X1.3 meter) box in the
backyard or basement, a family of four can process all
of its kitchen wastes and much of its clippizgs from the
yard. &

ON A SLIGHTLY LARGER SCALE, abed Bfeet x 4feet
x| foot (2.4 meter x1.2 meter .3 meterjholding approxi-
mately 100,000 works can annually convert between
600 pounds (270 kilograms) and 1,200 poupnds (540
kilograms) of orgapic matter into rich, useful castings.
These castings can then go into gardens, farms and
orchards as an excellent organic fertilizer.

Recently several large-scale applications of earth-
worm compesting have begun operating ip the United
States, Canada and Japan as a supplemeént to existing
solid-waste processing systems. Donald F. Gaddie,
president of North American Bait Farms, pcints out
that though still in its infancy, industrial earthworms
processing has made a strong beginning: “The first
commercial annelidic “or earthworm copsumpticn
facility was established in Canada in 1970 and is cur-
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reptly processing about 75 tors per week of bioegradable
refuse. There are now in Japan four such apnelidic
consumption facilities processing about 10 tops per
day primarily for specialised manufacturing wastes,'’

Gaddie also believes that the industry has the
potential for considerable growthin the future: Already,
North American Bait Farmg has begun developing an
earthworm compostirg plant that could process refuse
for a city of up to a million pecple. As population
pressures and ecological limitations continue to grow,
plants such as this could offer an economical apd sensible
means of ‘waste disposal. _

The nationzl press has recently given much publi-
city to the possibility of using earthworms as 2 source
of human protein. In fact, despite most people’s squea-
mishness, several contests for recipes using earth-
worms have been held in Canada and the United States.
Dried earthworms consists of up to 72 percent protein
by weight, depending on the species. Even more
important, earthworms contain certain amino acids
that other forms of protein often lack. The aminoargi-
nine makes up 10.07 percent of work protein. The
earthworms form a small but yery important linkin the
chain of life. Ag pature’s alchemists and grist mills,
their gizzards are working endlessly to trapsform dead
organic matter into powerful Jiving soil. By helping
them to prosper, humankind can help to have itself.

is it not time for governmental as well as
private organisations in Sri Lanka to launch a
campaign to foster the multiplication of earth-
worms and also to persuade farmers to make
the earthworm their way to higher productivity
and increased prosperity?

" This is a campaign that will need no foreign
capital or advanced technology. No bureaucrats
or technocrats need undertake world-girdling
jaunts to study the life-style of earthworms. Re-
searchers in our Universities can easily establish
that the Sri Lankan earthworm is unique and
thus satisfy those of us who fondly believe that
everything Sri Lankan is unique.

Sri Lanka, we are repeatedly told, is a unigue
country which every year scores many world
“firsts’’—much to the chagrin of bigger and richer
countries. The unique Sri Lankan earthworm—
we are sure that ours is—will no doubt be able
to perform wonders that earthworms in other
countries cannot. Once there are enough earth-
worms from Pedro to Dondra, Sri Lanka has
nothing to worry about. Nationwide celebrations,
in customary style, can be held to tell the world
the story of the 4500-year old unique Sri Lankan
earthworm and the wonderous acts it is capable
of.

Nothing less than something unique will sell
in the Sri Lanka of today. So let us make our
earthworm unique and have it accepted by those
who can take it to our farms and agricultural
lands. f :
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
BUDGET-5

IN THE EARLIER PARTS on the Series on the Budget,
we have examined the logic behind the Fourth Budget
of the UNP—with our own comments in passing. The
rest of the Budget Speech consisted of (a) short sum-
maries of different sectors, agriculture, industry, GCEC,
Tourism, banking, Fisheries, Mahaweli etc. etc. and
(b) the proposals. It is not necessary for us to go.into 3
detziled examinaticn of these two categories. The survey
of the different sectors of the economy is based on
statistical data and although we may have differences
in regard to emphasis and industry, there is really
nothing important to quarrel about the analysis pre-
sented by the Fipance Minister. The proposals have
been discussed threadbare in the daily papers and ip
parliament. We have ourselves published for the record
the full summary of the Finance Minister’s proposals.
All thay is left is to refer to a few significant comments
that were made about the Budget. One of the most.
interesting comments had come from LSSP leader Berpard
Soysa ip a letter to the Sun of November 10, It was
entitled Non-Budget.

“There is much that can be said in criticism of this
Budget which is under discussion -teday. However,
| should be grateful if you would be so good as to grapt
me the space to draw attegtion to one aspect of what.
is being done, which | think goes to the root of Parlia-
mentary control of public finance. The accepted pro-
cedure for the presentation of the annual estimates
and Appropriation Bill appears to have been turned
topsy-turdy by the Minister of Finance when he made
his budget proposals f.r 1981 on November 5. Whe-
ther any procedural changes to correct the position
are ta be made before the committee Stage or at least
before the votes are taken both in committee and at
the end of the third reading is not evident from what
the Finance Mipister has said. What is ‘evident is
that he presented estimates and an Appropriation
Bill with a deficit of Rs. 14,923 miiliops and revised the
deficit to Rs. 15,173 million. Then in discussing how
this deficit could be bridged, he anncunced a reduction
in the capital votes projected as amounting to Rs.13,841m
by Rs.2,722 m. He then went on to say thatin the
final reprint of the estimates the actual (reduced) capital
expenditure votes would be shown against each Mipistry
according to the figures he then read.

“l hope | am wrong but it would appear from what
the Mipister has said that no amendments are to be
moved to implement these announced reducticns in
the course of this budget debate por are the detailed
estimates to be recast according to the reduced votes
of the Ministries before the discussion of the detailed
estimates takes place in committee. The reduced
figures themselves are to appear only in the final print;
and it is not known whether even at that stage the
rearrangement of the details according to the reduc-
tions will be kpown.
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“Where does this leave Parliament and those
who elected it? What we have after taking into account
the Minister's proposals for financing the deficit to the
extent of Rs. 12,455m is a gap of Rs. 2,772 million
which he says he will abolish by reducing the capital
votes. This is a reduction in advance of the figures
already presented. Parliamept is thus lefc in the posi-
ticn of passing votes that are said to be upreal. Dis-
cussion of the detailed estimated is also rendered
unreal because the impact of these cuts op the detailed
estimates is not known. It was open to the Finance
Minister to have proceeded with a Vote on Account
and come later to Parliament with his revised estimates.
Parliament could then have discussed the estimates
with some idea of what ig going to happen. To usethe
terminology now more in vogue after the TV interview
of Shri Krishnamurti by Mipister Anandatissa de Alwis—
we have to realise that what we are now left with is
*a non-Budget”. 3 !

. The LSSP did pot issue any other statement on
the Budget. lts daily paper fanading has ceased publi-
cation and the party has no other periodical publication.
The Ceylon Daily News published a three-ipch report
of a statement issued by the NSSP oy the Budget:

“Dr. Wickremabahu Karuparatpe, Geperal Secre-
tary, Naya Samasamaja Party says the fourth Budget
of ‘Ronnie de Mel signifies a shift from inflationary ex-
Pansion to 2 constious deflation. This budget will start
the reversal of so-called job creation which was the
only argument government had to justify its existence,
Measures Proposed in the budget will not contain in-
flation. Instead it will cause stagflation. That is stag-
natien with a significant degree of inflation. Gripped
in international capitalist crisis the government cannot
find any other solution than what has beep proposed”
he adds, in a statement issued to the press.” This is
probably only a small part of the NSSP statement. It
must have been much longer—ocne canpot imagine a
Left Party issuing a short statement on any subject.
But this statement was not sent to Tribune nor haye
we been able to trace a copy.

The SLFP and TULF being in Parliament presented
their views in full. Whilst the SLFP epdeavoured to
pick holes in the ‘Budget to spotlight sensational cases
of alleged family bandyism, corruption and the like fex-
cept Maichripala Senanayake who had some constructive
criticism about Mahaweli), the TULF made ap honest
effort to evaluate the Budget from a “socialist angle"”.
This new interest of the TULF in matters economic
is 2 welcome departure from the sterile and negative
boyeott policiesit had followed for years. '

The CPSL has po reprasentation ip Parliament,
but its daily Aththa has appeared with upfailing regu-
larity. The party's fortnightly Forward too has made its
appearance from November. The Forward has set out
the ‘position of the CPSL very clearly. The Forward,
I5/F1/80, under the title' LESS DEVELOPMENT AND
MORE' INFLATION. :

“The UNP government’s 198l Budget will meap
even less economic development for the country and
even more inflaticn for its people. I symbeclises the
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collapse of the new economic policy’ which the present
UNP government initiated in 1977-78 on the formula
then advocated by the World Bank. The essence of
this policy was (1) the dismantling of economic coptrols
and the public sector, (2} major cutbacks in consumer
subsidies and social benefits; (3) a return to a “market
economy™ domestically; (4) an “open door” to foreign
private capital and imports and (5) a 3-prong “develop-
ment" effort (i.e. “accelerated” Mahaweli, the FTZ
and housing) which will depend heavily on foreign
finance. The grim facts mournfully cited by the
Finance Minister when introducing his fourth Budget
are eloquent testimony that this pelicy has not worked.

“The rate of economic growth, he confessed, had
progressively DECLINED. From 829 in 1978, it fell
to 6.2% in 1979, and would be less thap 5.2% in 1980.
After repeatng that Sri Lanka is “stillan agricultural
country”, he told us that agricultural output in 1980
Would only increase by 1.7% as compared with 5 per
centin 1978 and 2 per centin 1979. Plantation output
had declined by 89 in 1980 (tea by 2.9%. rubber by
1.3% and coconut by 16.4%), while the increase in paddy
preduction was only a marginal 4 per cent. Manufacture,
which was 14% of the GNP i 1978, had fallen to Y%
in 1979 and to 4.3% in 1980, External asgets had dec-
lined from Rs. 9652 million,in December, 1579 to Rs.8014
million at the end of June 1980, Although the Minister
glossed aver the vast increase in external indebtedness
and in the amount spent on servicing and repaying fore-
ign loans, he did disclose that foreign credits and “aid”
up. to pow amounted to Rs. 22.829 million and that
‘negotiations are also in progress with several West
Asian countries and multi-national organisations for
obtaining additional assistance.’ i ;

*“The deficit in the balance of payments, which was
Rs. 1032 millicn in 1978, had Mmore than doubled to .
Rs. 3556 million i 1979 and had already reached Rs. 2337
million by mid-1980, The trade deficit wag also widen-
ing considerably. In 1979, the terms of trade had deteri-
orated by 28 per cent, with import prices rising by 52
per cent and export prices by only 9 per cent. In the
first six months of 1980, import costs had risen by 41
Per cent as against the corresponding period in 1979,
while export earnings had only risen by 13 per cept.
This left a trade deficit of Rs. 7629 million for the first
half of 1980 alope.

“The Minister of Finance also admitted ruefully
that the Budget estimates for 1980 had gone completely
haywire, Recurrent expenditure had been 4| per cent
higher than anticipated, and capital expenditure 245/
higher. As a result, the anticipated Budget deficic
of Rs. 8920 million had increased by 61%. But after
reciting -this long tale of woe and blasted hopes,
the Mipister had no selution to offer except the new
formula of the World Bank i.e. to cut back whatever
litle “economic development” remains {in the same
Way as consumer subsidies were cut earlier) and to
concentrate on export-oriepted, quick-return invest-
ments in which foreign capital will play a majer role.

“Any change in the basically neo-colonialist strategy
followed in the past three years was, of course, up-
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thinkable for: this government, however detrimental
its consequences may be for the country and the people.
The extent of the cutback on ““development ' expendi-
ture (incidentally, the main reascn given by the govern-
ment for its economic strategy) in the 1981 Budget
has net yet beep fully realised. In monetary termis,
the allocation for <apital expepditure for 1981
* (Rs. 13,641 million) is a little more than the Rs. [2,382
million in 1980. But with a 40 to 50 per cent rate of
‘inflation, the effectiveness of the ‘‘development”
envisaged for 1981 is halved to begin with.

*On top of this, the Finance Mipister, when opening

the Budget debate, announced further cuts-even in the
Estimates presented to Parliament. He hoped to save
about Rs. 3 billion by these new cuts. The pew cuts
are both savage and concentrated precisely on those
“development’’ activities in whose name the govern-
ment withdrew rice ration books and sharply reduced
expenditure on copsumer subsidies and social benefics
in the past three years. Called upon to forego subsi-
_dies in the name of ‘development”, ‘the people are
now called upon to forego much of this “‘development”
in the name of helping the government to solve the
crisis that its policies have produced!

““Before preparing the 1981 estimates, the “ac-
celerated” Mahaweli development scheme had already
been pruned by postponing Randenigala and reducing
the size of the Kotmale dam. Mow a further cut of
nearly Rs. | billiop (25.6%) has beep added. Housing
and Construction, which the Finance Minister called
“the most vibrapt sector of econemy’’, has beep cut
by a further Rs. 624 millicn (24.9%). On top this,
‘further restraints have been added by raising the BTT
on cement sajes from | to 10 per cent. Land develop-
ment has also been cut by a further 25 per cent (Rs. 184
million). The Ministers of Health and Education have
already told us that there will be no new hospitals,
dispensaries and schools next year. It should also be
noted that, while “development’ expenditure is heavily
slashed, wasteful expenditure on merely prestigious
‘and self-glorifying projects like the so-called “Jayewar-
denepura’’ Parliamentary complex remains uptouched,
while the restraints on “defence’” expenditure are
purely minimal and symbolic.

“As far as the mass of the people are concerned,
the extra burdens on them are mainly extra-budgetary.
Together with the Budget but not included in it—are
the very considerable increase in bus and rail fares, to-
gether with the price of milk and milk products. The
Minister has, however, announced that postal, tele-
graph and telephone charges will go Up again in laguary,
1981, by a still upspecified amount. ltisalso no secret,
as admitted by columnist Migara in the Weekend (9/11)
that a proposal to do away with the food stamp sch-
eme (already devalued by ipflation) was put to the

“Cabinet for inclusion in the Budget but “postponed”
for more auspicious times!
gists have been too shamefaced to make much of the
Rs. 70 a2 month wage increase announced in the Budget.
For, first of all, it only just compensates, if at all, for the

~extra charges on bus and rail fares. Secondly, it applies
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Even diehard UNP apolo-

only to public sector empleyees whose cost-of-living
index was “frozen’’ over many years and to such private
sector employees who do not receive the non-recurring
cost-of-living index adjustments. At most, this increase
only puts such employees on a par with what their
fellow employees received earlier, and 15 no compen-
sation for the actual declipe ip real wages due to in-
flation- :

“On top of this, all wage and salaried employees
(like the rest of the population) will be severely hit by
the still greater rise in the rate of inflation that/must
inevitably follow from the policies that the govern-
ment has apnounced. The Minister of Finance has said
that, in his opinion the inflation rate of between 40 to
50 per cent estimated by the World Bank and the Cen-
tral Bank is “somewhat exaggerated”. But even he
admits to a rate of 32 per cent, which is appallingly high
by any standard. Yet the main means he hag adopted
to bridge his budget deficit of Rs. I5 billion {which,
he admits, is more than his excepted revenue) are highly
inflaticnary. Taxes on the wealthy (2 mere Rs. 605
million) and budget cuts of Rs. 2722 million are to be
accompanied by foreign assistance and borrowing of
Rs. 8,100 million and domestic borrowing of Rs. 3,750
millicn, of which Rs. 2,000 million will be by way of
Treasury Bills,

' “Ag foreign ‘aid’ by way of government-to-govern-
ment grants and credits will pot (as the “Aid Club"”
made clear) exceed what was promisedin 1977 (at those
prices and values), the government will have increasingly
to resort (as the Mipister made clear) to commercial
borrowipg abroad at omerous rates of interest. In
fact, the Minister disclosed that in 1980 the government
has already borrowed 150 million US dollars from
such sources, although he did not disclose either the
sources cr the rates of interest. So, from every point
of view, the people of this country are in for an even
thipner time in 1981 than they experienced thig year. y
And this will remain 5o untilthe neo-colonialist policies
and the capitals forcast that follow them are rejected
and thrown away.

But no analysis of the Budget is complete without
dippingin extensointo the Migara columnin the Weekend
Migara is a welcome phenomenon on our journalistic
horizon with his uncanny genius for ferretting behind-
the-news detail of mep, matters apd political parties
{mostly correct—his slip-ups being few and far bet-
ween). In the Weekend of November 9, his .piece
was entitled BEG, BORROW AND BUDGET—SO
MUCH OF MONEY PRINTED BUT NEITHER THE
GOYERNMENT NOR ORDINARY PEOPLE : HAVE
ENOUGH. Migara - began ‘‘Finance and Planning
Minister Ronnie de Mel was with us this week to pres-
ent the nava United National Party’s fourth Budget in
Parliament.”’

The gentle hint that this Minister “‘was with us this
week “This week’' ‘was intended to remind: readers - that
Ronnie de Mel wos out of the country often for long  strat-
ches. This remark is only one more expression. of the conti-
nuing cafd-.war_.the-_Da.wasa-Su_n_group. has' persistently
carried on against Minister: Rennie de Mel.
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Migara first dealt with the pruning of the astimates:
“When the estimates were printed sometime Iast
week the expenditure for 1981 wasin the region of Rs, 30
billion while the estimated revenue was some Rs. 15
billion—therefore a gap of Rs. |5 billion which the

. Finance Minister had to bridge. The fact that the
Government was going to spend Rs. 30 billion in ope
year was yiewed with alarm. The amount was so high.
The question was whether an economy such as ours
cotld absorb such a large volume of mopey. And
whether so much money would not send already gal-
loping inflation to uncontrollable levels. Thus, the
Government quickly formed a committee comprising
President J. R. layewardene, Prime Minister R. Prema-
dasa, and Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel. They begap
going into the estimates to seek ways and meaps of
cutting-down on the expenditure of Rs. 30 billicn.

“On one side inflation where money chases goods
had to be checked and on the other side if the deficit
of Rs, 15 million wasnarrowed then less hardships would
have to be imposed by way cof Budget proposals.
Therefore, there was no two words—expenditure had
to be cut and the Ministers who were ag first pleased
about the amount of meney they were receiving, got
instead a rude shock when the three-member com-
mittee called them one by cpe apnd told them about
necessary cut-backs. Fipance Ministry officials also told
that Cabinet Ministers last week that the amount of
Rs. 30 billion was the highest in the igland’s history
and about the highest compared to any country with
an economy of our size. By this time it was kpnown
in top government circles that the President was giving
his full support to his Finance Minister to cut back on
expenditure. The three member committee there-
fore concentrated on making drastic cuts on the capital
expenditure—mainly buildings, new projects etc.~—
of the various ministries. [

“Over last weelend too, it was pruning off the
original budget estimates that had the government’s
attention and this was possibly the reason for Trade
and Shipping Minister Lalith Athulathmudali to anp-
nounce at 2 well publicised meeting at Rakwana that
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s civic rightsissue was now
over and that there was more urgent business for the
government to mow Concentrate on. This same view
was. echoed on Tuesday by President Jayewardengat
the Government Parliamentary group meeting. By
this time, the Government had more or less agreed
that as much ag about Rs, 5 billion had to be cut out of
the Rs. 30 billion on expenditure. The question was
how? If Rs. 5 billien could have been cut, then the
deficic was only Rs. 10 billion. So what happened was
that Ministers were told to cut back almost ag much asg
one fourth of the original estimated capital expenditure.

“For instance, the Ministry of Mahaweli Develop-
ment which is responsible for the island’s most ambi-
tious multi-purpose project in contemporary history,
was originally allocated Rs. 4,035 million. But this
was cut to Rs. 3,000 million. The cut was therefore
more than Rs. | billion and percentage wise it was a
25.6 cut. The Mipistry of Housing and Construction
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which comes under the Prime Migister himself faced
the next largest cut of Rs. 624 million Percentage wise
a cut by 24.9. The allocation for the Ministry of Lands
was cut by Rs. |84 million 25 per cent, The other Minis-
try allocaticn cut by more than Rs. 100 million were
those of Defepce, Plan Implementaticn, and Higher
Education, (all three under the President), Education,
Power and Epergy, and Agricultural Research and
Development. :

“Sixteen ministries considered ‘large spending
ministries’ under, twelve ministers were effected. It
was natural for many of them to have been disheartened
throughout this week. Those Ministries that were
lefc untouched were Finance apnd Planning, Foreign
Affairs, Transport, Food and Co-operatives, Justice,
Home Affairs, Trade and Shipping, Industries and Scien-
tific Affairs Rural Industrial Development, Social Ser-
vices, Plantation Industries and Labour. Having effected”
these cuts, the Government decided that the ministers
should acleast be givep the option of cheosing in which
particular areas in their respective ministries the cuts
should take place. It is for this reason—that of last-
minute cutting of the expenditure of the various minis-
triess—that the Finance Minister said in hiz budget
speech that only in the final print of the estimates would
the actual capital expenditure votes will be given for
each ministry.

Migara continues with the story of the Budget
“Cuts:

“But all these cuts amount enly to Rs. 2.7 billion.
If the agreed amount was in the region of Rs. 5 billien
there is another Rs. 2.3 billion to be cut. This, there
fore, will be the interesting exercise of the Govern-
ment that covld be witnessed in the weeks to come.
Willit be the unkindest cut ask some political observers.
If the expnditure of migistries is over, from where will
the cuts come? One of the proposals, it is now known,
is to cut on the food stamp scheme introduced a little
over an year ago. But the government was obviously
not decided on it. On Tuesday at the Goverpment
Parliamentary Group meeting, President Jayewardene
explained to MPs the Budget that was to be presented
the next day in Parliament though it was still not final
at that stage. In fact the Finance Minister was reported
to have been absent from the group meeting. He
was possibly attending to the Budget at the Secretariat
building.

“President Jayewardene told his MPsthat there
was no going back on the economic path, the govern-
ment had decided, to venture on. He told them that
he felt that with allitsinherent faults the present system
was yet the best, Both the communist system and
Mrs. Bapdaranaike’s system of controls and restrictions
were rejected by the people. He called for ‘financial
discipline’ as the theme for the future and asked mem-
bers to be careful with the expenditure of public money.
QOtherwise they would have to go back to unemployment
queues, food shortages and thelike of yesteryear he said:

“The following day, on YVednesday, the Finance
Minister once again briefed the President on the Budget
proposals over breakfast and then proceeded to out-
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line the main proposals to his ministerial colleague-
at the weekly Cabinet meeting. At this meeting anos
ther bomb-shell was dropped when they were almost
asked to decide on whether the food stamp scheme was
to be kncoked off or whether the monthly wage in-
crease of Rs. 70 for state sector employees was 0 be
serapped. It was obvious that mopey was needed
badly. There was a howl of protest. The food stamps
scheme involved nearly 7 millicp of the poorest of the
poor. Ag for the wage increase some ministers pointed
cut that this as a promise given on UNP public plat-
forms during the general strike days in July and August
this year. It was a promise that had to be fulfilled
because many workers in the state sector did not parti
cipate in those strikes, and one reason could well have
been the fact that the Government promised a wage
increase. :

“Fipally the wage increase and the food stamps
remained,

(This shows that tortuous way in which the Budget
estimates were cur. But the process was not over—Ed.)

“le might therefore be suggested that the Finance
Minister may’ have expected some last mipute per
suasion of his colleagues to work. This is reflected
in the fact that of his 83 page budget speech there
are two pages which are additions to his original speech,
These two pages are marked 61 A and 61 B and pinned
between pages 6! and 62 of his speech. They were
obvicus last minute additions. It is in these pages
coming under the “proposals’” category of his speech
that contain. the Rs. 70 wage increase apnousicement
that was made. The cost of the wage intrease was
apnounced as Rs. 700 million for 198]. The ministers
are reported to have also ‘promised’ the Finance Minister
that they would not bring supplementary estimates to
the Cabinet and then to Parliament throughout the
year ag they did this year, That afternoon, Minister de
Mel announced the budget, It wasa cutand dry budget.
Rs. 8.1 billion is to come from foreign aid and loans
and according to a goyernment source a 3 per cent
cut on recurrent expenditure of the yarious Ministries
is going to find the monies for the Re. 700 million needed
for the wage hike. It therefore wasa careful balancing
act. Apart from the wage increase and the floor-price
for paddy being increased to Rs. 50 per bushel there
were 1io other real bepefits. On the other hand apart
from the cigarettes, liquor, income tax surcharge and
other minor levies which will yield Rs.605 million there
were no real hardships either, Theactual unfinanced
gap at present stands at Rs. 3.1 billion.”

(The real reason for all these cuts was disclosed by the
Finance Minister. Ft was to keep the “International Com-
munity happy, meaning the World Bank, the IMF and
Western Bankerdom:If these groups make the “International
Community'’ then the people of Sri Lanka have to wake up
before we are completely in the Shylockian clutches of
this “International Community” —Ed.)

“The Finance Mipister said “if we bring our deficit
to manageable proportions, the international com munity
will continue to have confidence in us. Outside the

Fid

budget many developments also have takep place
and it appears that more will take place. For instapces
the Finance Minister anneunced in his budget that
postal apd telephone rates would go up soon. Yester=
day bus and rail fares went up by S0 to 60 per' cent
respectively. Mid week the prices of locally produced
milk and milk foods went up. All these were outside
the budget proper. The corresponding services of
these same items have on the other hand come down.
It is learnt that the railway hag virtually been asked to
find its own money and not to run to the Treasury
every time for its money. What service they give,
none yet knows. Managerial expertise will have to be
sharpened in both the bus and rail services. Operational
costs will have to come down by such means. Otherwise
public discontent among the vast populace of daily
commuters will reach alarming heights if inefficiency
is met merely with higher fares.

“With regard to milk prpduction, one wonders:
where ail the milk goes. Several milk booths in the
city have imported bottles of cordial on their shelves
and mot milk. They sell toffees and mazke profits.
Asfor telephone services, Minister de "Melin his remarks
on “sectoral developments” in the Budget referred
to an improyement in their efficiency duripg the year.
While the output may have been more the efficiency
is doubted. It was President Jayewardene himself
who said only about two months ago that when he
lifted his telephone receiver most often he found it
out of order. This is the angle often neglected. What

‘about the service given every time prices, rates or fares

are increased? In some countries inefficiency of pro-
viding services renders them liable to be sued.”

“The Finance Mini.ter admitted in his budget that
though he managed to balance it, ‘there are ‘bourd
to be leads in expenditure and lags in receipts’. As.
a result’ to implement this budget smoothly he in-
tepds to present a reselution during the debate to en-
hapce the limit on treasury bills by Rs. 2,000 million,
It will be the third time be or his Deputy has come
before Parliamentary to ask permission for more money
through such means. The dangers of such measures.
President Jayewardepe himgelf has pointed out. The
more you have recourse t¢ the Central Bank to finance
your Treasury bills, naturally the greater is the infla-
tionary protess that sets im........ " (NSA July 21,
1972). It is therefore noteworthy mentioning a letter
sent by Minister de“Mel to President layewzrdene
recently on such a matter, which was a follow-up to
a letter dated August 18, 1980, Part of the letter
to the President states: As you know ourissues of Trea-
sury Bills, unlike those of other countries, are taken
up entirely by the Central Bank, and financing through
Treasury bills taken up by the Central Bank is inflatio-
nary under pormal circumstances | would not recom-
mend that we go for a further increase in the Treasury
bill-limit. | have to do so most reluctantly and very
much against by better judgement, as we have no other
cholce in the matter. _

“Tha fact that we have to go before Parliament
on three occasions this year, speaking increases in the

TRIBUNE, December 20, 1980



TFreasury bill limit by as much as Rs, 5,000 million serves-
to underline the need for proper budgeting by minis
tries and avoiding recourse to supplementary estimates
during the year. All ministries must operate within
the votes that are sanctioned by Parliament ip the
annual budget. No doubt that ministries could plead
that cost escalations have resulted in the need for sup-
plementary  provision. But this is no excuse. The
Treasury ‘does pot get any additional revenue to meet

cost escalations and ‘therefore & much more serious

attempt must be made by line ministries to phase out
their programmes of work in such a way that cost
escalations ¢an be absorbed within the votes allocated
to them. |shall be glad if you bring these observations
to the notice of the Line Ministries.” {5gd.) Ronnie
de Mel.

Migara concluded his piece thus— So it seems that
inflation willnot be checked all that easily. Perfor-
mances in local productiop, particularly in the agricul-
tural and plaptation fields were once again condemped
by Minister de Mel. He referred to a “worrying fea-
ture the last two years'’—that of the “declining perfor-

“ mance of the agricultural sector, which includes the
plantations.” 1980 hzs been referred to as a “'disappoints
ing one for the agricultural sector” where output drop-
Ped to a fantastically low 1.7 per cent i 1980 cempared
to five per cent in 1978, It was way back in February
this year during the days when a Cabinet reshuffle
was in the air that President layewardepne focuged
the attention of his parliamentary group as well as
that of the pation on what he calied 4 “warfooting
for food production.” In years gone by the Ministry
of Agriculture was one of the Mast important Ministries.
Its portfolio has been held, among others, by D. S.
Senanayake, Dudley Senanayake, and J. R. Jayewardene.
Today nobody talks about the Ministry of Agricultural
Development and Research,

Tribune sticks to the view it had expressed
in 1977 when this kind of budgeting was resorted
to; that it was a gamble. And the Budget this
year we said that the gamble has began to wob-
ble.  Singapore’s economic mirac.e worker Dr.
Goh said the same thing in a gentle way: that
Sri Lanka had attempted to go “too fast', Only
the gambler does

Cotcluded,

'OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATES

Official Exchange Rates of Commercial |
Banks to thelr customers for Telegraphic
| Transfers fixed on Tuesday this week
were as follows:— |
CURRENCY PER 100 UNITS
Buying Rate Selling Rate

U.S. Dollar Rs. 1802.50 Rs, 1805.50
Sterling Pound Rs. 4227.50 Rs. 4233 50
Deutsche Mark Rs. 941.50 Rs. 943.10
French Franc Rs. 405.35 Rs. 405.05 |
Japanese Yen Rs. 8.4400 Rs. 8.4550
Indlan Rupees Rs. 226.80 Rs. 227.20
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Notices

Notice Under Section 7 Of The Land Acquisition
Act (Chapter 480) As Amended By The Land
Acquisition (Amendment) Act No, 28 Of 1964

Ref. Mo. /5/302

It is intended to acquire the landflands described

in the Schedule below. For further particulars see the

Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka No. 120 of 19.12.80. :

Schedule

Situation = Hikkaduwa village (Ward No. 3 Wellabada
in the T.C. limits of Hikkaduwa0 D.R.O.’s Division
of Wellabada Patcu (South) in the District of Galle.

Name of land : Kudagoda Maradana Watta alias Kurupdu
watta alias Wellawatta crt of Assessment No. 20,
Kurunduwatta Road, .

Plar and Lot No. : P.Plan No. Gaa/l514 Lot No. |

W. Somadasa
: Acquiring Officer, Galle District.
The Kachcheri, Galle.
28, November 1980

The Land Acquisition Act (Cap. 460) As Amended
The Land Acquisition (Amendment)
Act. No. 28 Of 1964
Notice Under Section 7

Ref. No.: 3/62/621
: J. 78 E. 626

It is intended to acquire the Land{Lands described

in the Schedule below. For further particulars please

see Government Gazette No. |20 of 19-12-80 (pare [11).

Schedule
Name of Village etc. :— Wilbawa village in Tiragandahe
West  Korale, Kurunegala D.R.Og Division,

Kurunegala Districe.
Name of Land .— Somiwatta
Plan and Lot No, i— Lot No. | in' EV.P. 970
- H. M. W. Chandraratna

bistrict Land Officer, Kurunegala District.
The Kachcheri, Kurupegala.
25, November 1980
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VOA COMMENTARY

Madrid Conference

Following is a VOA commentary reflecting the
US position at the 35-nation review conference on
Corporation and Security in Eurcpe (CSCE), now
“under way in- Madrid.

_ Washington, November 25,

After a ten-week procedural wrangle, the Madrid
conference is finally down to its proper business—
reviewing compliance with the 1975 final act of Helsinki.
The procedural roadblock stemmed from Soviet un-
willingness to talk about two major embarrassments:
the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan and Soviet treatment
of dissidents.
agenda, with minimal discussion of how the East-West
code of conduct is being applied; instead, it wanted
the Madrid meeting to devote itself to néw proposals,
including a Soviet plan for still another conference
on' European disarmament.

The compromise agenda will allow ample time fo©
both—full discussions on how the Helsinki accord iS
being observed; then, in January when the delegate$
return from a year-end recess, talk about new proposals:
What made the restrictive Moscow position untenable
was the Helsinki final act itself. It pledges its 35 signa-
tory nations to observe, among others, the principles
of territarial integrity, non-interference in internal
affairs, inviclability of frontiers and respect for human
rights—to observe these principles in their relations
‘with all states.

The presence of 85,000 Soviet troops now on Afghan
territory quite clearly violates these principles. The
imprisonment of Soviet citizens who have tried to
monitor their government’s observance of the human
rights provisions of the Helsinki accord represents
additional violations. And these unkept pledges raise
justified skepticism about any new pledges, just as the
continued presence of Soviet troops in Afghanistan
makes a mockery of grandiloquent proposals-on behalf
of some pew form of disarmament. The initial conflict
could have doomed the Madrid meeting to early failure.
But the western nations—the NATO allies, along with
Europe’s neutrals and non-aligned countries—have
shown remarkable solidarity in seeking to preserve
the Helsinki process. In the long negotiations that
produced the 1975 final act, they Insisted that their
efforts. toward East-West detente benefit people in
their everyday lives.

The accord they signed calls not only for security

| measures and economic exchanges, but also the obser-
vance of human rights and the freer movement of people,
information and ideas across international borders.
And it calls for periodic review conferences like the

" one in Madrid. These provide the opportunity for the
process now going on in Madrid—to name pames and

" cite cases of separated families, barriers to travel, the

harassment for foreign Journalists and the denial of funda-

mental - freedoms. The purpose of this process is not

9

‘fessor Viktor Cheprakov D.Sc.
Moscow wanted a severely restrictive.

recrimination, but remedy—to search out the source
of international tensions and enhance the cause of peace.

—USICA-
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SOVIET VIEWY

Why Anti-Americanism

Washington's frenzied attempts to revive
Pax Americana concepts during the years of the
Carter Administration are in the opinion of Pro-
(Economics) a
reaction to the United States steadily eroding
leadership. In this article he analyses the
economic aspects of the problem.

Some Americans are quite puzzled and cannot explain
the acidly critical approach by Europeans to everything
American, They don’t know why Eurepeans are increasingly
hostile to everything coming from the United States and
why anti-American feelings are mounting in Western
Europe. ;

Only recently the United States was the universally
recognized leader of the Western world. lts gocial
and economic system was considered a model, and. was
described as the very ‘“‘structure of free enterprise”,
American technology and its econemic system were
copied. Investments by American corporaticns were
hailed. Everybody was after the dollar. Praises galore
were accorded the US armed forces stationed a2t mili-
tary bages girdling the globe. The American-led NATO

. wag considered the ultimate creation. i

And now! Now we see a different time, a different
frame of mind and different septiments.

THE PERCEPTIBLE SUNSET of American capitalism
began 10-15 years ago. The USA's position as the leader
of the YVestern world began to erode. It began losing
its lead in techpology and the eccnomy. Labour pre-
ductivity rose more slowlyin American industry than
it did in Western Europe and lapan. There was 2
long pericd of declining investments. Last year, the
Common Market GNP was greater than the USA's.
Many American products were no longer as competi-
tive as those from western Europe and Japan. American
cars, TVs, shoes, electrical appliances, clothes and steel
‘—ie., products which the USA used to satisfy its re-
quirements through domestic industries—are now
being shoved out of the American market by foreign
goods. The dollar fell by nearly 30 per cent during the
last decade, and its role ag a reserve currency has weak-
ened. : s

The American economy is relentlessly going down-
hill and, as it does, pulling the other Western coun-
tries down with it. The reason is not only in the cyclic
recessions afflicting the USA—this latest depression is
happening in a chronically ill American ecopomy. And
the foreign economic policy conducted by the monc-
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poly capital-administration tandem has entailed grave
consequences for Western Europ'es economy.

INFLATION in the Upited States resulted ip overall
financial instability in the West, and the lameptable
state of the world monetary system. All the more
serious apalysts agree that increased oil prices are not
the sole cause of inflation, as the higher cost of oil pro-
duces only a third cof the inflation, acording to the most
optimum calculations. Jacques de Lirosiere, Mapaging
Director of the International Monetary Fund, believes
that inflation has been caused by the United States’
overly wasteful budget policy. And this squandering
is the result of huge military expenditures, the main-
tenance of military bases abroad and preparations
for military ventures. The devalued dollars are flooding
into the central banks of West European countries,
which accelerates the growth of in flation throughout
the Western world and paralyzes the world mopetary
market. Vestern experts are predicting a 30 per
cent inflation rate in the United States by the mid-1980s,
This poses an extremely grave threat to the YWest. The
United States is trying to shift the burden of its own
inflation onto the shoulders of its allies. Washingten's
pressure on the European NATO members to get
them to raise their non-productive spending by a mini-
mum 3 per cent in real terms per annum serves this
purpose to a great extent, as well as weakening its own
trade rivals. d

ONE VERY LARGE REASON for the considerable
balance of payments deficit plaguing most West European
countries is the financial manipulations by the USA,
and its policy of resulating foreign trade and erecting
of cusioms barriers. This is the place to point cut that
having jost the Soviet export market on its own accolint.
the United States is trying to make up this loss at the
expense of other countries, and at the same time put-
ting pressure on them to reduce their trade with the
USSR.

The unceremonicus high-handedness in Western
Europe by transnational corporations with head offices
in the USA combined with the increased trend in Ameri-
can protectionism, is undermining the pational and
the regional economy of Western Eurcpe. The result
is a crisis in economic growth in industrialized capitalist
countries, a growth which has ‘declined from 3.4 per
cent last year to 1.4 per cent this year,

The Western world's reaction to the many calamities
for which the United Statesis to blame is only natural.
These calamities have triggered off 2 wave of anti-
American sentiment in Western Europe apd what is
most important, are also now invading top political
circles in the West. Woestern Europe no longer res-
ponds to the eeconomic domination of the United
States, nor to its leadership and, even less 50, to American

ultimatums.
+ o+

:
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MILK FOODS

Code In Offing

By C. Raghavan
Geneya,

THE Warld Health Organization is presently working
on a draft interpational code of marketing ‘of breastmilk
substitutes and related products to _be submitted to
the WHO executive board, scheduled to meet in Jagu-
ary 198].

The code, with the recommepdations of the exe-
cutive board, are to be considered by the World Health
Assembly (WHA) at its next annual Conference in 1981.

The drafting of such a code began with consulta-
tions in October 1979, jointly organised by the WHO
and UNICEF, with representatives of governments,
the UN system and its technical agencies, non-govern-
mental organisations active in the area, the infant food
industry and scientists working in the field. Fallowing
this tripartite meeting, and on the basis of the recom.
mendations that came out of it, the WHA [980 en-
dorsed the idea of a code and asked the WHO Secre-
tariat to hold further consultations and submit 2 draft
tode for the consideration of the executive board.
and through the board for a decision by the YWHA.
INDIA IS ONE OF THE COUNTRIES that sponsored
the maove for a strong code. Since then, the WHO
has held, several consultations, including two major
ones in recent months, one with non-governmental
organisations, scientists and the industry, and the
other with government representatives. These cop-
sultations. were preceded by the circulation of a draft
%o government and obtaining their wricten comments.

The last series of consultaticns have been on the
basis of what is being called the Third Draft prepared
by the WHO. The consultations and the draft do not
cover the issue whether the code should be mandatory,
like the WHO’s other international sanitary regula-
tions, or a voluntary code of reccmmendaticns to mem-
ber states. This issue is expected to be rackled by
the executive board and ultimately by the World Health
Agsembly. :

Third World countries by and large prefer a man-
datory WHO regulation, while the industrialised coupn-
tries, though not all, would prefer the issue ts be re-
gulated at naticnal level on the basis of ap international
voluntary code. As some of the participants in the
variols consultations so far see it, this may involve
ultimately a trade of between a very strong but volun-
tary code, with national laws and regulations to en-
force it, and a somewhat weaker international mandatory
regulaticn. :

The drive for the code has been mainly due to thé
efforts’ of several pon-governmental
many of them based in the North and involved in non-

. official developments wark in the Third World, and

backed by overwhelming pediatric and medical opinion
that breastfeeding is the ideal food for infants, that it
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is beneficial to the health and well-being of mother
and child, protects infants against infection, and costs
less than infant-feeeding.
ALSO, THE MARKETING AND OTHER PROMO-
TIONAL TACTICS adopted by the infant-food industry,
mainly transnational corporations (TNCs) specially
in Third World countries—where both the costs of
such artificial breastmilk substitutes and the inherent
sapitary and other hazards of use in tropical climates—
have been held responsible fcr many, often fatal, ail-
ments of infants. This has led to an active NGO campaign,
specially in the home-countries of the TNCs, against
them, including boycotts of such giant TNCs like Nestles
‘atc. After a period of silence shrugging off and resistance,
tne industry itself has apparently ‘come around to ac-
cepting the need for changes in their marketing and
promotional practices and adoption of a marketing code,
However, many NGO groups, specially some ot
the activist groups whe have been monitoring the
industry practices in the field, argue that the industry’s
professions at international copsultations were very
much at variance with practices in the field. These
NGO groups, knowing also the weaknesses of mapy
Third World governments and administrations, wish
to develop both a strong code eschewing many current
practices, and one that would be legally enforceable.
Though the NGO groups sometimes complain
about a tendency to water down or weakep the original
guidelines agreed upon at the tripartite meeting 2
year ago, the draft code prepared by the WHO ap-
pears to be holding pretty strong to the long-sought
objectives in this area. The draft hag explicit provisions
' prohibiting promotion of infant food substitutes to
the masses or presenting them as equivalent or superior
to breast-feeding. All such product, scld orotherwise
distributed, would have to meet the applicable stapd-
ards recommended by the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission, in the FAO, that provides fcod and public
health standards.
THE DRAFT CODE explicitly states that there is to be
no advertising or other promotion to the public of
infant formula, milk products marketed for infant feed-
ing, or other breastmilk substitutes or supplements
for bottlefeeding or feeding bottles or teats. Nepe of
these products should be marketed or publicly re-
ferred to in any way implying or creating a belief that
bottlefeeding is equal to or superior to breastfeeding.
Containers of such products should carry clear labels
about the superiority of breastfeeding, and warning
about use of the product only on the advice of a health
worker, both on the need and method of use.
Marketing personnel, in their business capacity,
should have no contacts: with pregnant women or
with mothers at home or any health care facility. Free
samples should be given out only to mothers whose
infants doneed breastmilk substitutes, andnever through
a health worker. There are other provisions relating
to breastmilk substitutes and information to be pro-
vided in health care facilities, and the obligation of such
facilities to encourage breastfeeding by mothers, and
. prohibition of the practice of using "‘mothercraft gurses™

L]

paid for by manpufacturers or distributers, to demons-
trate or promote infant food formulae, and the prac-
tices to be followed by manufacturers and distributors
vis-a-vis health workers, medical profession, and health
facilities.

Some issues; on which there are some differences
of opinion—for example among the NGO groups,
the industry and some of the governments like the USA
and Canada—are those seeking the prohibition of the
practice of bonus payments to siles people dependant
on the volume of such sales {which is felt to encourage
aggressive promotion techniques) and prohibition of
short-term or cut-price offers on products by manu-
facturers or distributors. ' :

THE INDUSTRY apparently takes the view that these
ideas impinge on employer-employee relaticnships
and practices (outside the scope of the WHO) and
might invelve prohibited restrictive practices in some
of the countries, where agreement not to offer price-
cuts would be interpreted as monopolistic agreement.
A resolution of some of these issues might involve
the question whether the code is a voluptary one or
an international mandatory sanitary regulation to pro-
mote the health of the people.

Whatever the nature of the code, member-states
would be asked to adopt appropriate measures, includ-
ing national laws and regulaticns, to promote its prin-
ciples and aims. The responsibility for monitoring
compilance with the code would lie with governments
with mapufacturers required fully to collaborate«with
these efforts, Consumers and professional groups are
also to be invelved in this process. The Director-
Gepera] of the WHO would -be required to report
annually to the World Health Assembly on compliance
with and implementation of the code. —IPS
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TALKING POINTS — |

TRIBUNE In Parliament

—Mrs, Amaratunge, Mrs. Wijeyaratne &
Miss. Menikdiwela—
By Veritas

On the 26th MNovember 1980, when the
Budget debate on the votes of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs wag taken up, an Article in the Tribune
of was cited in Parliament by two SLFP Parliamenta-
rians (Mr. Wijesiri agd Mr, Anura Bandaranaike). The
Tribune article referred to the appointments of 3 Women
(Mrs. Amaratunge, Mrs. Rapjan Wijeratne and Miss
Menikdiwela) and opne man (Mr. Mano Ginige) to serve
in high posts in our diplomatic missions abroad {London,
VWashingten. Mew York and France). The Tribune
article had stated that these appointments were un-
justified and “stink'. SLFP's Mr. Wijesiri in fact, read
out the entirety of the Tribune article and asked Mr,
A. C. S. Hameed the Mipister of Foreign Affairs fog
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his comments. Mr. Wijesiri also observed that “the
editor or publisher of the Tribune, Mr. 5. P. Amara-
singam Was.a big supporter and loyalist of the UNP
and therefore any criticism in the Tribune must be
taken notice of apd should be seriously considered
by the Government unlike criticism by the SLFP which
the UNP Government always ignares on the ground
that it is mere mud-slinging.”

The Tribune and its editor wish to categorically
state that it is not the loyalist or supporter of any parti-
cular political party in:Sri Lanka. The Tribune which
Is now in its 26th year of publication attempts to report
and comment on News and Current Issues as best as it
can. On the other hand we are honoured if our article
was taken seriously and cited into in the Sri Lanka Parlia-
ment but we dre unhappy about the reply given by the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs to the issues we had raised and
which were re-agitoted by Parliamentarians ‘Wijesiri
and Anura Bandaranaike.

We do not share or endorse the criticism made
by Wijesiri and Apura Bandaranaike about the use of
Mr. Hiran Jayawardena (son of Mr. H, W. layawardena
Q.C. who is the brether of the President) or of Mr.
Devinda Subasinghe (son of Mr. J. W. Subasinghe,
Chairman of the Press Counci|l who is said to be
related to Mrs. I, R. Jayewardene). In our view
the use of both these young men by the Foreign Ministry
is more than justified. Despite their relationships,
they are both very competent and qualified young men
and from all reports of the work and services rendered
by them, both Mr. Hameed, the Government and the
pecple of Sri Lanka can feel proud. They have done
-excellént work in every endeavour they were involved
in for Sri Lanka and they are both held in high esteem
by the interpational community abroad..

We also do not criticise the pnomination of Mr.
H. W. Jayewardene to the International Court of Justice.
Mr. layewardene is by far the ablest apd leading lawyer
in Sri Lapka today although he may not have 2 long line
of academic degrees and publications to his credit
and no one could seriously object to the Sri Lankan
Government supporting his candidature. The only
other Sri Lankan of eminence who could have been
considered for this post was Mr. C. G. Weeramantry
a former Supreme Court Judge who is now a Law Pro-
fessor in Australia.
left Sri Lanka as far back as the 1970s and had given up
‘his career in his home country. Therefore, there wag
no good reason why the Government should have
supported his capdidature, Accordingly, the choice
of Mr. H. W. Jayewardene was the best chpice for Sri
Lanka.

ON THE OTHER HAND, whep it came to the. justi-
fication for the appointments of Mrs. Amaratunge to
London, Mrs. Rapjan Wijeratne to Washington,
Miss Menikdiwela to Canada and then New York, Mrs.
Ranatunge (married daughter of Mr. E. L. Senanayake)
to Canberra, and Mr. Ginige to France, Mr, Hameed
was bowled out by the middle stump. He gave poor
answers. He begged the question. He made matters
% worse and in fact in our view he aveided the basis of
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Mr. Weeramantry however had,

the public criticism relating
What did Mr,

First, he said, “I take full responsibility for these
appointments.” (We were blaming the President for
these appointments)

to these appointments.
Hameed really say?

Next, he said, “these appointments were not to
the Overseas Service.

Thirdly, they are only temporary appointments—
not permanent posts. They are on contract, So why
worry about them and raise such a hue apd cry. Surely,
Mr. Hameed, would you expect the Sri Lankap public
to be satisfied with this type of answer. Surely this
is not the type of answer you give or the argument
you use at U.N. or at Interpational Conferences or
when you negotiate so well across the table whep
Foreign Missions come here, Surely, you could have
done a little better than lose aj| credibility.

There was a time, Mr. Hameed, when-our people
did not know that a Foreign Minister may often have
to travelalot abroad, We were then also the Chairman
of the Non-Aligned Movement. Our people did not
fully understand then why You were so often abroad.
That is why once—as you may  recafl—there wag a
cartoon in one of our papers of you dis-embarking
from a plane and asking the Airport officials “the way
to Harispattuwa.” In other words, that you had for-
gotten even Your own electorate Harispattuwa as a
result of your frequent trips abroad. (In the case of
some other Members of Parliament who were not
seen in their electorates, the constituents put-up
“WANTED—Dead or Alive” posters reminisent of
the Wild—West Films and Police manhunt posters.)

We are also not contesting your righi or prero-
gative to nominate any Sri Lapkans of yaur choice to -
attend Interpational Conferences or U.N. Sessions, But
let us come back to these “appointments.” According to
Parliamentary rules, when a Hop. Mipister makes a
statement or gives an explanation it must be accepted
whether true or false or whether it is acceptable to
the Member asking the question. if a member wishes
to chalienge if, he must brigg a substaptive motion
against the Minister o3 that issue.

But please do not take a Journal like the
Tribune to task (as your Government did io sormie
Newspaper editors) for asking further questions
on the answers you gave. We are basing our
right to ask this question on fundamental ireedom
of ‘he Press and the Right of the Pubiis io kitcw.

Let us take each case Mr. Hameed.,

(1) Mrs. Amaratunge in London.” The question is

‘not Whether she has the J.5.C. or $.5.C. There are

over half a million unemployed in Sri Lanka whe have
this qualification. You say Mrs, Amaratunga is good
in her English. So what of it? There are so many who
are better. But what you did net say—although you
took full responsibility for this appointment—is that
you were requested to give this lady this appointment
in london. Is it pnot a fact that her son (a brilliant

12



Student no doubt) wa. to be educaced in Epgland ac
Oxford or Cambridge. Hear son was an ayowed admirer
ol the ‘top people.” (Both the President and P.M.)
Mrs. Amaratupga is a wealthy lady in her own right;
she had lost her husband a few years back and may
have appealed to the top people for an opportunity
to go abroad to educste fer son. An appolntment in
the Sri Lagka Embassy in London was seep as the means
of complying with her request. And so it happened
she was sent to London. The rest really does npot
matter whether
contract etz. VYhat is important are the following
noints. ! ’
(i) Mrs. Amaratupga is 2 mother who primarily
wanted to educate her son in England at
Oxford or Cambridge.
(ii) Herappointment in London as the equivalent
of a First Secretary enabled her to do that.

She hag a ISC or SSC qualification and may
be able to converse in English. We are also
told that she is attractive and has a pleasant
personality—she was in the Fashion pages
during a recent holiday in Sri Lanka. But
apart from this, she has nothing special to
qualify her for a “contract appointment’.
Contract or temporary appoiptments out-
gide the normal service can be justified only
on special grounds or for people with special
talents or expertise. Mrs. Amaratunga does
not fall into this category.

To say the least it is wrong for her to use
public money to ferry her across to London
and maintain herself and her son for the
sole purpose of educating him.

(v) Although she is outside the service she en-
joys all the salary status, perks and allowances
of a First Secretary of the Overseas Seryice
including a flat or house allowance in London.

(2) The same goes for MRS. RANJAN WI/ERATNE.

She too has no special qualifications ag admitted by Mr.
Hameed. According to the Foreign Minister she holds
3 Matriculation Certificate and also has wide experience
in office administration.” You can tell thatto the
Marines. Surely, the Foreign Minister doesnot expect
the public to take this as a sufficient justification. ¥e
are told that Mrs. Wijeratne openly states that she
came to Washington to educate her son—like Mrs.
Amaratunga, We cap only assume that this appoint-
ment was given at the request of or to please Mr.
Ranjan Wijeratne Secretary of the Ministry of Agri-
culture who is also a relation of Mrs. J. R. Jayewardene.
(3) The same applies to MISS MENIKDIWELA,
Mr. Hameed says ‘‘she holds the H.5.C. in English.
There is no such qualification. She must have offered
English as subject. That is all Mr. Hameed added, “I
want people who are qualified in Epglish,” Surely,
there are so many others qualified in English —other
than Miss Menikdiwela. What is so special about her.

i)

(iv)

All three—Mrs. Amaratunga, Mrs. Wijeratne and °

Miss Menikdiwela hold high posts with high salaries

i3

she is a temporaty employee or on -

and perks. - The fact that they are temporary and on
contract ete. makes no real differepce to the criticism
levelled at these three appointmerpts.

Surely, Mr. Hameed, for credibility sake you should
have said, “| take responsibility for these appointments.
They are appointments based on political consideratiens.
Every Government has to make some appointments
on peliticai grounds. So YYhat”,

‘If this was said that would have been 2 true state-
ment and there would be credibility although the
criticism cap be made. But one must pot try to fool
the people by talking about appointing Three Women
because of their knowledge of English.

We are closing this chapter. We only hope
that there are no more appointments of this na-
ture. Please Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne, Please Mr.
Menikdiwela, do not embarass our Foreign Minis-
ter Mr. Hameed again in this way. Do not ask
him to grant unjust and unpopular requests. This
‘is our final plea.

PO,

TALKING POINTS —2

o Ceylon Tea < No Sermous'
o Milky Frog < Important People

By Veritas

THE PLANTATION RAJ — A EYE-OPENER
ABOUT OUR PLANTATIONS

A 163 page book that has just come off the Printing
Press is one entitled The Plantation Raj. Written by
a Planter with over 20 years planting experience it
analyses the problems and woes of our tea and rubber
sector apnd the two Corporations that rup the sector
and the reasons for the coptinuing fallin production in
these sectors. Apart from the historical development
of pationalisation of the estates, the value of this search-
ing insight study lies in its identification of the present
ills of the industry and the remedial measures that could
(and should) be taken by administrative or Ministerial
fiat to put them right. But is this asking too much?
Our plea is that the powers that be—especially the
two Chairman/Secretaries, Pemsith Seneviratne (abroad
for sometime pow) and Mr. Kepneth Ratwatte (no
respector of criticism) should read and re-read this
valuable book and implement some of its recommen-
dations. The crux of the question is whether they
will be big enough to take the advice from another
planter especially one whois younger (the author of
the book is Herman Gunaratne aged 40 former  Supe-
rintendent of Dunsinnane Estate and Regional Manager
JEDB Nuwara Eliya) and who has now gracefully left
the Plantations Sector for the greener pastures of
the Mahaweli.

The Plantation Raj has been well reviewed and well-
received by our reading public especially the profes
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sional planters. |t is 2 hard hitting book with apn equally
bold Foreword by Plan Implementation Secretary,
Dr. Wickrema Weerasooriya, [t will sell as fast ag a
good cuppa of good Ceylon Tea. More power to
such books apnd authors who have the guts apd the
dedication to write them.
MINISTRY OF TOURISM OR MINISTRY OF
CULTURE? We refer to the recent demise of
Mr. Chandra de Soysa from the post of Chairman Tourist
Board to Secretary, Mipistry of Education; Services.
No doubt, Chandra de Soysa was & map of integrity
ard all that, but the gejeral consensus of opipion (which
took 3 12 years to crystailise and move the politicians
to action) was that he was just not suited for the post
of Tourist Board Chairman—despite the 5 colump
write-up in the papers praising all the massive achieve-
* ments of Tourism during his tenure of office. Basically,
2 good accountant, he did not grasp the vibrant atmos-
phere and heavy private sector weightage of the Tourist
Industry in Sri Lanka. Hisspeeches at Tourist seminars
were so dull and equally laboriously long that many
fell asleep and thought of his predecessor Dharmasiri
Senanzyake as perhaps the best that sat on that chair.
Now we have Mr. H. P. Siriwardene, former Chair-
man of the Natiopal Library Services Board {and 2
Volleyball player of no mean repute) as our new Boss
of Tourism. His background (publication of Hapsard—
the official text of Parliamentary Proceedings and Sip-
hala short-hand) does not seem to equip him'(at least
“on qualifications and experience) for the job but let
us not judge him by text book theories. Let him
prove himself. One word of caution however. Piegse
do not push culture, religion and spiritual conquest over
and above the normal tenets of Tourism, Spare us from
_sermons from the pulpit and culture-vulture theories of
deyelopment of Tourism in Sti Lanka. What is required
is basic decision making which poor Chandra de Soysa
lacked. Don’t pass the buck or postpone taking decisions.
You have also to make up for 3 {2 years of lost time,

THE FROG IN THE MILK BOARD

The Frog in the Milk Board, they say, is not the
frog in Milk Board bowsers as spoken of by Mr. Merryl
Kariyawasam M.P, for Agalawatte in Parliament recently

—but the Chairman of the Milk Board himself. The

wonder is that he has been kept in that post for the
past 3 1/2 years of this Government. At ope time
there was a talk of alink to the Top by the possibility
of an impending marrlage proposal but when this fell
through everyone expected a quick chapge, Yhen
quite unusually the Government papers {the Daily News
and the Dinamiiia) spotlighted che woes and corruption
in the Milk Board, the Public expected the guiilotine
to fall and the head to go—but wonder of wonders, this
did not happen. Next, when Mr. Merryl Kariyawasam
exposed the Kabaragoyas (lizards) and the frogs in
Milk Bowsers and the rot that has set in, we felt (ip
auctioneer language) that it was “Going, Going,”
Gone'” for the Chairman. But without shame he still
hangs on. It appears that little instalments of waste,
corruption and inefficiency at the Milk Board will nei-
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ther move him nor those who have Power over him.
The wig must be totally removed and everything bared.
Perhaps, then and only then will the guillotine finally
fall. The curtain has.

“MEN WHO MATTER' TO EXPLAIN TO.
CABINET WHETHER THEY REALLY MATTER
For the past twe months, the Daily News has been
Carrying a series in their paper entitled “Men Whe
Matter.”” Upder this heading and in this series, a fairly
long article (paturally with phetographs) was devoted
to some of the more important Public Sector Cor-
porations, their Chairmap and other senior manage-
ment. There are about 160 odd public sector Cor
poraticns or statutory bodies today in Sri Lanka each
functioning upder the several Cabipet Minisiries. The
ones selected by the newspaper for their series “Men
who matter” were some of the more important opes
that had a direct bearingin curisland’s economy. Among
those covered were the two plantation or estate Core
porations (JEDB and SPC) the State Trading Corpora-
tion, the C.W.E. the State Printing Corporatien, the
Plywocds Corporaticn, the Petroleum Corperation
ete. A fairly good account wag given of each of the
State bodies, how they function, their prablems and
their achievements. We were alse given inside bio-
graphies of the Chairmap in charge cf them e.g. as to
how some of them were top sportsmen etc. like being
volleyball champions and hep-gtep-and jump champions
(2 very apt ability when it comes to politics, It was
the Hon. Mr. Cyril Mathew who referred to tle-maru
(tie changing) bureacratsi.e. public servants who change
their colours (ties) into green, blue and red according
to the chapges in the political system). The “Men
who matter” series in the Paily News was no doubt
intended to paint a success story to the reading public.
Y¥hat it wanted to say was simply this. “Look chum,
despite the severe preblems, see what a goed job these
people are doing. Let us all give them a small pat on
their backs apd say well-dope. Keep it up.”

But Lo and Behold, what did the Gaoverpmept
decide just two weeks ago. Op Wednesday 20th
November, the Minister of State, Mr. Ananda Tigsa
de Alwis told pewsmen after the Press Conference that
now traditionally follows each Cabinet Meeting, that -
“the Chairmap or Chief executive of each Corporation
would be brought before Cabinet and their performance
subject to a complete review.” The Sun newspaper
proclaimed in banner headlines “Chairmen to appear
before Cabinet’. “All Corperations to be called to
Account.” We understand that this was the Presi-
dent’s wish. The “Men who Matter” have now been
asked to Accdunt to Cabinet—to prove themselves
and what they have dope. Some of them must be
thinking that they were taken for one big ride; that a
.Joke was played on them. Just a shortwhile ago, most
of these were in the public limelight as a result of a
State-controlled national newspaper giving them all
the publicity under the banner headlines of “Men who
macter”, And just ag they were enjoying all this publi-
city and limelight and putting their collars-up (and
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naturally their wives feeling quite proud etc) the Goy-
ernment at the highest level of the Cabinet of Ministers,

has airected they should come before it and Account

for their Performance. Some of the Men who mattered
must be individually within their own minds, wishing
that they had not mattered. To give them some free
advice, please note that to be called before Cabinet
and asked to 2ctount and explain will not be as easy
ag giving an interview to a newspaper reporter in the
cool comfort of ap air-conditioned room relating anec-
dotes and stories to show how close you are to the top
people etc. etc. etc.

THE YOUNG POLITICOS. While the Daily News

started the series “The Mep who Matter™ and covered -

Chairmen of State Corporations, the other Govern-
.ment controlled paper, the Sunday Times—perhaps
not to be out-done-has now started a series under the
title “The Young Politicos’'. It may not be a coincidence
~ that just one day before the Sufiday Times started tnis
series on Sunday 23rd November the President
speaking at a Public Mesting at Dodargaslanda stated
that the United National Party is a Party for the Young
and invited voung people, the Youth to join the Party.
He told them unlike in the SLFP which is now gov-
erned by Family Bandyism, the UNP is now based only
on ‘Merit—Anyone ¢an rise to the highest pesiticn in
the UNP apd will not be obstructed by Family consi-
derations, or favouritism or by caste or creed. Just
one day thareafter on Sunday 23rd November the
Sunday Times commences its series on ‘Young Poli-
ticos”. According to the paper “this is a2 new series
on the lives of the younger pqtitfdans,the men and women
helping to shape the country’s destiny.”

One would like to ask on what criteria Ahura
Bastian (the member for Colombo Scuth) was selected
to lead the series. Age-wise (he is 30 years) he fits
the description but from other criteria perhaps not.
The majority of our population are rural and among
the youpger UNP politicians who are not Ministers,
Depury Ministers, and Project Ministers (these 3 cate-

gories havealmost 90 in their cadre and may have been

excluded from this series) there are others more desery-
ing to have been First in these series on Young Politices.
Perhaps, the oustanding feature about Anura Bastian
that distinguishes him from all the other young politicos
in Parliament today and which may haye prompted the
Times of Ceylon to start the series with him is the fact
that he wears DARK GLASSES as shown in his picture
accompanying the article!

The Next Issue Of Tribune
Will Be On Sah_lrday‘
January 3. 1981.

Tribune. Wishes lts Readers
All The Best In The
Coming Year.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Presidential System

THE GAULLIST SYSTEM IN ASIA : THE CONS-
TITUTION OF SRI LANKA (1978) BY DR- A
JAYARATNAM WILSON (MACMILLANS) £20
Available ot the Academic Book Service, 16, 32nd Lane,
Colombe & qt the sbecial Sri Lankon Price of Rs. 350,

THIS BOOK is a masterly exposition of the Second

Republican Conpstitution by a scholar and political

scientist of eminepce. The Constitution has been set

both in its historical and living context with a practical

insight into its working and potential. There has been

a.gkilful examination of every nut and bolt with a critical

mind. Wherever the author has indulged in cop-

demnation of certain provisions in the system, he has

not . hurt personalities. Op the other hapd he has

expressed his sustained admiration for President laye-
wardene whom he regards as the architect of the Second

Republic, the progressive minded, inpovative and

forward looking Presidentwho strides like a Colossus |
in the political life of the country.

The Westminister system left much to be desired
both in its content and ip its performance. The pro-
fesscr recognizes theneed that there was for a change
and so the New Constitution was tailored by the law-
yers for the special talents if not the requirements of
the first incumbent in the office of President. It could
certainly be said that a Constitution tailored to suit
the aspirations of a sovereign people is, by far, better
than one tailored to suit the genius of one individual,
The Chapter on the Making of the Copstitution provides
the reader with som . information as to what went on
in the labour rcom with the views and opinions of those
who. were thrilled and those who were disappointed
with the new born Constitution. Here are the author’s
general observations on the Second Republican Cons-
titution. “It is a hybrid, a cross between the French
and British styles of government with a little bit of the
United Stateg thrown in*',....... a strained effort in
the direction of developmental depoliticised government
thé prime purpose Being to promote economic growth
and national unity........ a hankering after democratic
Constitutional government. Behind the facode however
iz the harbinger of political outhoritarianism and firm
streamlined - bureaucratic performance. Only time can
tell whether the delicately poised system can weather
the storms of street battles, trade union struggles, student
unrest, ethnic rebeltion from the Ceylon Tamil minority
which nurse a strong sense of; grievance and retaliation
from the forces of majoritarian ethnocentric Sihinalese
nationalism,”

THE NEW CONSTITUTION however, it is observed,
is in many respects ap improvement op the first Re-
publican Constitution. The fupdamental rights are
made. justiciable’ in the Supreme Court which also
rightly takes over the powers of the old Constitutional
Court.. The Tamil tanguage is given a2 national status.
Any distinction between a citizen by registration
and a citizen by descent is removed and at last the
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stateless have been given 2 place under the sun ens
joying practically all the fundamental freedoms guaran-
teed to citizens for a period of ten years. On the other
hand Professor Wilson comments. “It is an attempt
at experimentation with pseudo-representative devices,
proportional representation, the paraphernalia of referenda,
a plebiscitary presidential efection, the maintenance of
Parligment, though as the house without windows. The
show case of democracy is there for the world to see—
fundamentl rights, language concessions to the principal
minority (Sri Lankans and Indians) an independent Judiciary,
the Ombusdmaon, a functional separation of powers and
fairly permanent road' blocks to stop any movement towards
dictatorship.”

There is a warning howaver persmtently expressed
throughout the treatise that “French Presidentiolism
in a South Asia setting can however go further in the direction

of authoritarian government........ the presidential system

stantds midway between classical democracy and authori-
tarianism. It could be the style for pluralistic developing
societies. But there is the ever pregent prospect that it
could degenerate into the Asion counterpart of Castroism
or Bonapartism. The greater problem is to maintain o
just equilibrium. That would be the test of success or col-
lapse,”” Side by side with this warning however, there
ig a measure of optimism pervading throughout that
this Gaullist system being tailor-made for Jayewardene
a committed parliamentarian for 40 years is in safe
hands. The present incumbent has at best been able
to '‘establizh only a half way house between a strong bresi-
dency and a resilient though demoted Parliament.”

It is the author’s view that the Constitution in
the possession of another incumbent could well be
trapsformed into a dictatorship. The author then asks
the question as to what will happen when Jayewardene
moves out of the political scene. He himself answers
the question: “Our conjecture is that it will in incremental
‘stages be tranzformed by successive Presidents from what
.was originally intended to be a quasi-presidential system
into something that could be hyper-prezidential and it
could well end up in the hands of an intrepid incumbent
of the Supreme office as an wultra presidential device for
governing a difficuit country.” Cne does wonder how-
ever why the author’s forebodings should be post-
Jayewardene despite his references to some of the
government performances upnder ‘the present
Constitution. The reader is left to make his
own cenclusions  with his own personal knowledge
and familiarity with the path and pattern of the political
life and trends in the country. Professor Wilson how-
ever has presented both the performance and the poten-
tial of the Copstitution with fairpess and detachmept.
The treatise certaiply aids the reader to assess the
Constitution practically, scientifically and politically.

THE AUTHOR deals with 3 major instances in the
performances of this government which perhaps up-
mistakably indicate its philosophy: (i} The copduct of
the government when there was a general strike ip
September 1978 and the stand taken by the state when
a c.mplaint was made to the ILO; (2) The swift response
by the passing of two laws vhen the Court of Appea]
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found in faveur of Mrs. Bandaranaike in a writ appli-
cation agaipst the members of the Special Presidentia]
Commission of Inquiry, has beeyp described as “ill-
advised"”, There is a critical reference to the Parlia-
ment apnulling the judgement of the Court of Appeal;
(3) the safe journey assured, by ap amepdment to copo-
sition members to cross over from a miserably depleted
opposition to the Government Benches and not vice
versa. 3 ]

It ig rather upfortupate that this book has beep

.published before other events that have taken place

in the recent months. Professor Wilson's commenpts
thereon and his treatment of healthy constitutional

‘conventions would have been of great assistance to

the reader. The author has hardly made any comments
on the amepdment passed to the First Republicap Cons-
titution whereby Prime Minister Jayewardene is
trapnsformed into a President ‘deemed to have
been elected by the people. The reader is left
alone again: to assess what impact this had at the
very outset o the sovereignty of the people especially
when the President who was pever elected by the
people as such, survives the elected representatives
among whom and like whom he had beep elected.
A chapter on the sovereignty of the people and con-
ventions would have been most helpful to both the
government and the governed.

It must be said, however, that certaip problematic
situations that may arise in the future have been care-
fully examined such as “the ever present prospect of a
President and a majority in Parliament being hostile to
each other.” It is Professor Wilson’s view that if the
President is faced with a hostile legislative majority,
the President and the Prime Minister may come tc an
understanding under which the former will either
revert to the role of a Constitutiopal head of State or
there will be a sharing of power without either of them
exercising dispropcrtionate authority, one acting as
a check on the other. There is a warning however
that the President when he controls a majority in Parlia-
ment can transform himself to a Constitutional dictator.
In such an event the auther sees the prospect of an
incumbent scornful of democratic conventions not
foliowing the American or French examples but “those
of the Philippines and Mexico. Both the Philippine and
Mexicon Presidents refusgd to accommodate oppositional
elements. Therein lies the greotest danger ta the Sri
Lankan system.” s that dapger still far ahead of us?
Do we have to wait for the Second incumbent? Or
can we depend always ‘on the reserveir of skill and
techniques’ of the present incumbent?

THE PRIME MINISTER, it is said, ‘under the Second
Republic does notin any way compare with this counter-
‘part under the previous Constitution. ‘‘His importance
has been greatly reduced to an extent that makes his posi-
tion even lower than that of the Prime Minister of the
First Republic. He isnoteven afirstamong equals........ #
The whole system reveals, according to the author.
:the President with an ample scope for patronage “casting
hiz net wide to secure support in the legislature.”” At
the apex, holding the reins tightly is the Executive
President, By a distribution of a muititude of Minis- .
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tries, district Ministries and deputy Ministries despite
the meagre resources of the State, a President perhaps
can perform the miracle of the loaves and fishes-and
remain in power over them all. This is a situation
Professor Wilson expeses to the reader without ex-
pressing it in so many words.:

Parliament and Members of Parliament are faced
with danger from the Executive. Any bill rejected by
Parliament cap be submitted by the President to the
people by referendum, The proporticpate representa-
tion in some measure reduces the individual personality
of 2 member and subjects him to party discipline. There
are occupational risks for. members of Parliament.
They can run into trouble. Parliament, Prime Minister
and Members appear to have all been devalued and the
super power of the President cvershadows them all.
Will it overshadow the people in a bigger way? A rea-
der may well ask the question: Did the people's repre-
sentatives really know what and how much they were
surrendering to the Executive! It is perhaps ope of
the quirks in the history of our politics in the country,
if we take one view, that the people's representatives
used their unprecedented steam roller majority on
themselves!

Let us hope that this great surrender, if there was
one, was made for the good of the people and the coun-

- try and notfor the eliteand the foreign investors. Under
the proportional representaticn system it is very un-
likely there will be another steam roller majority lead-
ing to a radical change of policies and the abolition of
the Conpstitution. Professor Wilson says that the Cons-
titution as it is today is too tempting a thing for any
President who may be electedin the future to abandon
and so it may go on. It would appear again in tha
present political getting that a Free Democracy apd a
stable climate so necessary for foreign investmernits and
the ecopomic growth that is claimed are in sharp con-
flict. Inflation, the cost of living, and corruption place
a severe stress and strain on the present system. The
necessity for a unity in outlook between the Govern-

ment and the opposition parties on fundamental issues .

has been stressed by the author but he regrets that
in actual fact that the opportunity for forging a upity
in outlook has been missed,

The President's efforts at consensus bmldmg seem
to have failed and now “a war between the First and
Second Repubfic is in full swing.”” Is this war of any
meaning to the people! On the bold economic poli-
cies adopted and in the context of slow development
and poor performance, in the absence of consensus,
an open confrontation is inevitable. VWhat is this unity
of outlook? In which area can the government and
‘the opposition have 2 unity of outlook. Perhaps
here lies the national tragedy. Unity of outlook is
confined to an area of power for the sake of power,
There is much to learn in the use and purpose of power
for the sake of the people and the country. A sovergign
people have to educate themselves to educate their
leaders.

- ON THE QUESTION of fundamental libertie_s, com-

ments have been made on the variety of limitations
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is nothing new in most cases.

which have been made [usticable. There are sb map

restrictions placed on the fupdamental rights in the
interests of national gecurity, racial apd religious har-
mony, national economy, public order and a whole
gamut of hard-to-define considerations. In other
words the citizen is left to the mercy of Court with
such vague and geperal provisions which may lead to
conflicting and. equally vague interpretations. It is
a gold mine for lawyers and the humble citizen is left vul-
nerable’” observes the author. The only absolute
rights are: (I} Freedom cf thought, conscience and
religion; (2) the right not to be tortured or beinhumanly
punished; (3) the accused’s right to be heard at a fair
trial in person or by an Attorney-at-Law. The first
right is hardly meaningful for no one con contrelanothers
thought or consclence. The second right will how-
ever be defficult to be epforced in respect of police
torture., This is a prophetic observation in yview of
the recent Supreme Court decision which ruled that
errant police action is not executive ‘action and there~
fore is not justifiable as a violation of fundamental right.
The lack of time afforded to Members cof Parliament
or citizens preventing Civil Rights Movements from
activating themselves against objectionable lawsin the
prelegislative stage has been adversely commented
upon-

Professor Wilson has not shown much appreciation
of the upprecedented removal of judges in terms of
the Constitution and does not favour the retiring age
of Court of Appeal judges being fixed at 63 when that
of Supreme Court judges has beep raised to 65. He
fears the prospects of an Executive President appoint-
ing judges with.'a coipcidence of interests.” But this
It has been the general
pattern in appointments under every Copstitution. It
is his view that the Supreme Court has beepn placed
right in the centre of the political maelstrom and he
forsees the possibility of it becoming a third Chamber
or the centre of a raging polltlcal controversy.

On the language provisions, we find the observa-
s s e Some of them are contradictory, others
are quite explicit and a few beggar description being more
in the nature of a political optical illusion........ the
Tamil language is relegated to an inferior status under
which but for a number of notable exceptions, the whcle
exercise is merely a provision for governing the Tamil-
speaking people, by translations from the Sinhale official
version.”’ The author fears that the Members of the
Cabipet may not go along “with the progressive minded
president to find a solution and in the end the Tamil-speaking
political ieadership may have no alternative but to stand
firm on the demand for the creation of a separate Tamil
State of Eelam.” It is unfortunate that the author
who was himself 2 member of the Presidential Com-
mission appointed to report on District Development
Couneils has published this treatise before the law was
enacted on the subject. His comments on the Act
and the impact it may have had on the Tamil question
would have been invaluable to the reader together
with his present views.
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., THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE with its falling stan-
dards has received a measure of criticism. He laments
the politicalised bureaucracy especially in respect
of the top echelons apd recommends that the higher
civil seryice must be converted into a technostructure.
The Minister and his civil servants must be agents for
the execution of the presidential system and must func-
tion as “a motor” for change. He emphasises the im-
portance of an efficient technostructure. He is silent
with regard to the delay in the appointment of an
Ombudsman.

The treatise ends with this note: “The principal
motivation for the introduction of this Gaullist Constitu-
tionalism s two-fold—te attract foreign investment and
to convince international aid givers that Sri Lankae is a
safe bet. The danger is that the objectives may be reg-
ched for only so long as the present government remains
in office. In that event the Constitutional historian will

argue that the system was counterproductive; the island.

would have accumulated a huge foreign debt and foreign
investors would have fled the country, acting on the assump-
tion that they had only a limited time at their disposal
to obtain retyrns for their outlays."” On this question
facts and figures speak for themselves.

The whole exercise of exsmining the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka with
Professor Wilson takes the reader away from the field
of remanticism and ideals such asare usually atiached to
Republican Constitutions. The reader is  taken
close to the Constitution and its setting to make his
down to earth assessments. This treatise is the best
that has been ever written about our Constitutions
past and present. The language is eminently readabie.
It is altogether a work of excellence by a reputed poli-
tical scientist.

T. W. Rajaratnam

X X X
BUDGET DEBATE

MAHAWELI

—Review Essential —
By R, Kahawita

THE DEBATE has become rancid, The 142 members
of the Government group are virtually patting each
other’s back and are throwing hypocritical adulations
at each other; except Mr. M. D. H, Jayewardene, whose
acid comments on the budget is today the subject of
an analytical dissection by a committee. All this seems
unnecessary. Ifhis comments are not within the tenets
of the party doctrine, excommupicate him and show
him a seat on the opposite side. Save us the time and
money on a post-mortem of the speech. Nothing will
come out of it. i :

The Mahaweli Development—its planning, prio-
rities, construction and progress—did not draw apy-
thing worth recording during the budget debate except
from Mr. Maithripaja Senanayake. He should know What
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he is talking about; for, Mahaweli was his charge for
seven years. His comments on Victoria and Kotmale
are very pertinent and knowledgeable. They are worthy
enough to be upderlined. A lower Kotmale, what-
ever the reason for lowering the height of the Dam,
will create a sericus problem ipn water management.
Less water stored at Kotmale meaps less valume of
water to be diverted'to Ambanganga Basin via Pol-
golla. This will affect the success of cultivations during
the yala season in the Kalawewa system, These are
the areas now being developed and settled. If there is

mo additional storage in between Bowatenne and Ela-

hera, then the cultivations in Minneriya, Giritale, Kap-
talai and Kandulla will alse be affected i a very serlous
way. P.5.8. wili be able to limp along with the residual
flow in Kalu ganga.

As Mr. Senanayake pointed out, maximum storage
should’ be at Kotmale and not -at Vicioria. Victoria
is not in a position to contribute anything to the Kala-
Wewa or Minneriya systems. - More storage at Kotmale
means greater flexibility in the management and distri-
bution of water to the currently developing areas.
Mr, Senanayake’s point seer.s to be, it is not the loss
of 50 Megawatts at Kotmale, but the serious water

.shortages that would be experiencedin the irrigable

area in the systems D, G and H that should be the
decisive factor. :

Shortage of power will not cause misery.
Crop failures, and starvation of thousands of new
settlers will. Victoria Dam will be redundant
for irrigation when Randenigala site is developed.
This has been put off for a year or so, so reports
the debate. A High Victoria Dam cannot rescue
Ambanganga region, but it will inundate the
most fertile valley in the Kandy district. It is
from the resources of this valley that the Kings
and Adigars alike, financed the administration
and defence of Kandyan Kingdom and maintained
its independence. Also on the relialce of this
Fertile valley that the last king of Kandy was able
to perpetrate the most atrocious punishments
to those who did not agree with him. Some of
the Chieftains also participated in these crimes
for personal gains. This is a sordid story of the
last days of the Kandyan Independence.

All place-names connected with that story
will be inundated and the land-marks that would
have brought to memory those crimes will be
under 300ft. of water. We should be thankful for
this, but not for the mess that is being created in
the Mahaweli region. The Mahaweli is the brain :
child of the 1939 UNP. It will be a great pity
of the 1980 UNP dealt a blow to reduce its useful-
ness for the future generations for wham we are
asked to sacrifice. :

THERE HAVE BEEN so many changes since the'"swearing
in of the accelerated Mahaweli Programme”, so should
we not take stock of the present situation before we
muddle along because we promised an accelerated
programme to ap imaginary audience, We are pot
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Gods so we can make mistakes—let Us put country
before self and revise the commitment. We said this
once. We repeat it and may do so more often.

There is fantagtic waste Ip men, materials, equip-
ment and there are shortcomings in out-put. This
is inevitable when we try to spend millions when we
are geared to spend only hundreds. Mr. Senanayake
need not have menticned this in the House.
in Mahaweli work has become a household word today.
It is an Eldorade to make quick money. The whole
complex, plan implementation, and execution have
ended up in political, financial and technical difficulties
Mr. Senanayake has predicted the result.

Mahaweli should be above party politcs. It iz o national
undertaking never to be repeated. Therefore all pofitical
parties must give their fullest support to it. This iz what
we have been pleading since 1952. There should be o
forum for constructive criticism and dizcussion and let
all political parties come to agreed plans and programmes
of implementation so that the project will move on, irres-
pective of the party in power. Let us not repeat what
“happened to Gal Oya development from [956 to [965.

Let us be wiser as to what would happen to national projects -

if we were divided politically and tear down what each
preceding government did,
THE KOTMALE SITE is difficult, we were aware of
these since 1946. That is why it was giver a low prio-
rity in the UNDP recommendation. When the deve-
lopment of the site became problematic early this year,
we brought to the notice of the President and the Minis-
r for Mahaweli, the dangers of rushing through this
Project. However, little by litte, the pecple are beipg
informed of the setbacks. Once the controlling para-
meters of this dam are chapged, it is common sense that
the other projects lower down should be reviewed.
If we have to slow down in our programme' we cannot
help it. We have to do it in the interest of an Integ-
rated Mahaweli. Our comment earlier is to prevent
the accusation: “The UNP messed up the project”.
This is going to be thrown at us, as Mr. Senanayake
has already done so and he has promised to say more
during the committee stage of the Budget. We have
no defence.

What follows may not be relevant to the foregoing,
nevertheless we wish to point cut—Kotmale Reseryoir
has a catchment area of 217 square miles or 138,880
acres of land resting on a very unstable rock formation.
As a safety to the life of the reservoir it will be neces-
necessary to evacuate and resettle ajmost all the villages
in this area, These settlements are very old—they
migrated into the area pre-1818 rebellion and the
region was one of the defence posts of Kandy. Never.

* theless they have to be uprooted from their ancestral
homes' and replanted elsewhere. ;

For the safety of the dam at least, 130,000 acres will
have to be re-afforested and declared a sanctuary
particularly the ravines, streams, elas and gullies that

feed the Kotmale River. This has to be done while the -

preliminary work on the dam is being done.
This is of paramount importance to the safety of
the reservoir. With 18" to 21" of rain in 24 hours,
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Waste

_the outcome is any body’s guess. This happened about

seven or eight years ago—the debate is on, but it will
not help to lessen the dangers.

x X x
CONCLUDING

Dairy Development

—how to use gifts—
By Dr. V. Kurien

Now | think | should conclude because | know
the distinguished Ministers are busy and want to go,
but what is Anand now as you see it. Let me tell you
about what the Government of India is now thinking.
The government asked me—can we replicate Anand.
Yes, and so now we have a Scheme called “Operation
Flocd!” which the Dairy Board has evelved. | asked
for a gift of Rs. 1000 million worth of milk powder.
You may be surprised—I| am a bit surprised that you
are commercially buying things which you can get
free. So | asked for Rs. 1000 million, may be Sir, you
are not asking for larger epough amounts—so | asked
for Rs. 1000 million worth of milk powder as a gift
from the World Focd Program. MNow what did | do?
Everyone knows of the surpluses in building up Euro-
pean Economic Community—mountains of butter,
mountains of powder and one fine morning | knew that
some kindly cld gentleman will come from the Economic
Community, go to Delhj and tell my Minister “here is
milk powder free, take it and feed your children’ and
no government will Le able to resist such kind offers.
Now, if you use it to stimulate a demand, how will you
stop it thereafter. How can a democratic government
start a free feeding program for children and then stop
it the next year when they don’t give you the pewder.
Gifts can be dangerous. What happens when the
gifts stop? So | knew that we should have a scheme
to use these gifts, constructively to help dairying in
India rather than to harm it and that was “Operation
Flood"”. We receivea these gifts. We gave it to the
Bombay, Delhi Calcutta and Madras Milk Schemes
to capture a commanding share of the milk market of
these four cities, but we gave it to them at the Indian
price of milk which gives in our hands Rs. 1000 million
which we give back to the State Governments 309 as a
grant, 709, as a loan to develop Anands in their own
states and to orgapise .2 million farmers into this
structure,

That having been reasonably successful, the Govern-
ment of India wanted to go further. | asked for
Rs.2,500 million worth of milk powder as a gift. Sir, the
bigger the easier it is and | asked the World Bank for
another Rs. 2,500 million. They gave and we took
this and this is “Operation Flood 27 and what is its di-
mension? Ten million farmers to be organised ipto
Anand pattern. Ten million farmers means 50 million
rural population. To feed every city in India in the
form of a national milk grid which means 155 cities,
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with a population of 150 million. Total pepulation
of India iuvoIved'?.DO million. Still only unfortunately
1/3rd of the country. Still 200 million and that ig the
task on which the Dairy Board and the Dairy Co-opera-
tion is at present embarked upon. So the Dairy Board
of India is in a position to design and put up schemes,
get approvals, design and build dairies, train the Mana-
gers to run them and even this very large project will
have trouble in implementing it but we will scmehow

or the other hope to do it, so that is called “Operation .

Flood 2°* but this, in turn, has created another problem.
The Government of Ipdia at the highest level called
me and he said “Kurien what is true of milk, is true
of other agricultural commedities”. | said, “what
have you ins mind Sir”. He said, we have spent
Rs.7,400 million of free foreign exchange im porting vege-
table oil into India. How cap this country afford such
‘imports. Can you de something about vegetable oil
along the lines of “Operation Flood”. So, we are now,
as a Dairy Board of India embarking upon a vegetable

oil project—| allowed it to be known that | wapt some

gifts, so the American Ambassador came and saw me,
“you don’t have to travel very far, they come to you'’
and | told him, “you are looking for powder. | said,
“how much®, | said, Weil | would like to have |/4th
of a million tens of vegetable oil as a gift, of course
it must be understood Mr, Ambassador that the freight
should also be paid by you.” So he said, “of course
naturally we understand that very well’ so that project
is proceeding.

In processing apd marketing of agricultural com-
modities there is gross exploitation in India of farmers
on the one hand, and consumers, on the other. You
know, we call the British a nation of shop keepers but
you should see the Indians, Oh God, you probabiy
see them here too Sir. The exploitative structure that
the traders in India have built in the agricultura] busi-
ness is really frightening and why the farmers of India
who are 759 of our population have tclerated this
system so long is something that | can never understand
- fully, But, in any case, we zre now as a Dairy Board
to handle the vegetable oil, and the implications are
tremendous. .......We were given many things to
do when we were actually young and under this res-
ponsibility we grew. Take the farmers—if you give
them the respopsibility they too will grow. Under
Indian conditions the way in which they hapdle milk the
income of our farmers are doubied. In other words
the farmer on 3 acres of land—that all he has as an
average farmer—gets an income from keeping 1.5
buffale on an average. It is interesting domestic ad-
justments which is also to the good.

Now, therefore what is Anand? Let me sum up
in this way.- In Anand 1/4th of a million farmers stand
in line twice a day, every day of the year, at 900 collective
centres to sell their milk, They stand in this line
irrespective of sex, irrespective of caste. It is not
easy to achieve. YWhat doesit dotoa high caste Brahmin
to stand behind ap untouchable because he came after
him. What does it do to an untouchable to stand ahead

of the high caste because he came earlier and for both
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of them to watch their milk going into the same eapn
from which those in the village who have no milk or no.
cattle buy their milk. Is it only orderly milk collection?
Is it not'a blow at the caste system. The village milk
collecting centre, like the village, i 2 dirty place. The
village is a dirty place, so is the collecting centre but
someone in that collecting centre sprinkles water
round the collecting cenre to try and keep the dust
down—someone has used a flit gun to try and keep
the flies away, some is using sanitas to wagh the pots
and pans and measures, someone, how can you have
clean milk production without clean water, how can
you talk of clean milk production without talking of
hygiene and sapitation. You may well find that the
milk scheme is the first to introduce sapitation and
hygiene into a villaze environment........
-...30 that is Anand! Anand, Ladies and Geptlemen,
is not merely a dairy scheme it is not merely an insti-
tutional structure through which rural leadership will
emerge apnd that is also pecessary because whep rural
leadership is emerging how can there be balarice bet-
ween cities and villages. For a longer time will foun-
tains play in Delhi with no drinking water in a village
30 miles out because of this imbalance, unless this lead-
ership emerges to restore the balance between agri-
culture and industry, it iS not only an institutional
structure, it is not only a structure that produces milk
to improve the nutrition of our people, it is a structure,
a pattern that improves the quality of life of cur rural
population.

Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen—Thank you for
this opportunity of speaking to you.

] # *

CHRISTMAS

A Woman, A Child And Some Food

By Michael Rodrigo O.M.I,

| was wondering how people could wish each
other this Christmas and be joyful, except in hope for
themselves and for others. Then | picked up a review
from a waiting-rack and foupnd these lipes:

It has become foshionable of late to be cynical about
Christmas, to complain that its true and sacred meaning

_\ has given way to crass commercialism. But when
all is said and done, the fact remains that ot Christ-
mastime a presence pervades the air. It is palpable
and it sets the nerves a-tingle, its only manifestation
is deep and utter stillness. The spell cast by quiet
beauty i3 a reflection of this presence,....... o
I felt the warmth of the truth of these words.

Reflected a little and then read op: :

“The soft radiance of a Chinese Long-Life Urn Lomp,
or a pair of Naga Head book-ends or a prace of Birds
of Paradise, or even three miniature Candlesticks.
Shown here in Thai C eladon’s cool Emerald jade glaze,
but also available in the sultry Jungle fade. These
loyely things can be seen in the sumbtuous splendour
of CELADON HGUSE”.

How cheap. How Inw.



r.

I suddenly felt cold at the utter callousness of
this Airline magazine which had not dealt with the
“crags commercialism’ but had descended to the ‘wis-
dom’’ of the children on this world, into a base, subtle
commercialism, and here again by selling the name of
the Prince of Peace, for whom Peace is the fruit of lustice
and pot something that comes at the end of a long cool
day with dark curtains and celadon vases or candlesticks!

And then | thought of that retreat-preacher, a
priest, who told me about his cousin who, as has hap-
pened to many, “‘was caught on strike, for he feared the
threatening letters that came to him the day before'.
“He did not go to work, in fear, and today, his three
teepage girls are thin and emaciated; he himself is
reduced to a stick. They have po food, ne income,
and nobody gives them to eat. He and his wife pluck
some leaves and boil them and eat: how many long mon-
ths now.” A gloom hag settied over the country.
And it is Christmas, the Birth of the Map who died for
all men and women, and who still lives on.

Then | read on: Text by Alexandra, Greeley and
photos by Deap Barrett on How to Get Stuffed in Hong
Kong : p. 49 of this Airline-magazine (name witheld):—

““The fare offered is basic, strictly fresh aend right
before your eyes........ the menu has many other
offerings, but Stick to pigeon, roasted, sliced, boked,
sauteed and steamed. If you are an oyster fancier,

hire a driver and go aut to LFS in the riew territories. .

During cold months, tell the waiter you ‘want a
barbecue menu and when cooked in oil on the blazing
griddle ot your toble, they stuff sesame buns, sprinkfed
with sauce, and eaten. Order early, toffee apples
and banonas for desert. Then, in real homestyle
food is there such as dosas, parathas, sambals, curriez
and murtabas and the food is consistently good.

Or do you want fiery food : cuisine of. ....... country

is filled with various kinds of chillies. There, in

modest surroundings, you can eat an authentic meal
that will bring tears to your eyes. Suggestwn order
lots of beer with yout meal........ &

And so it goes on in a-crude setting fr:ghtenmg the

hungry poor with the saliva emitting figurative language

of the affluent rich. | remembered a little verse in the

Office book of old: it was on the little Baby of Christmas:
“He was happy with just g little milk, as food,

He, who does not [eave the fhungry birds, hungry''.

But what happened to Christianity, somewhere
along the line? As it fossilised itself into a rubricism,
and retreated into caponical rigidity, it froze to death
and stratified Star and Crib and Angels and Shepherds
and Carols and all. No going out from Star to lighting
up of hames; from Crib to seeing to Housing for the
poor; from Angels to an intuitive understanding of the
meaning of joy, peace, sharing; from Shepherds to the
poor around us, now; from Carols to formation of your
heart by word, heard and lived,....... and why not.
For this is religion.

And the business page of the Nation Review of a
South-East Asiap country shouted out on MNovember
Z6th 1980:— “World Food shortages to hit Africa severely.
We are truly faced with an alarming shortag € next year in
Africa. | Sqouma said: There are nine million refugees in
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‘the warld and in Somalia clone, 1,5 million refugees have

been added to the population” (p. 14). .
And | thought of the little Child who wasa refugee
in Egypt, fleeing from petty potentate and power, a
little time after His birth, Today He suffersagain in His
people. How can we truly rejoice when He is suffering
in them! The Buddha asks: “Ko nu fgse kim anondo..
. .what joy when the world is burning?”* And Bethlehem
could mean Beth (House), Lehem (Bread)—Bethlehem,
the House of Bread, the house of Food. And Christians
gather round the Food and Drink every day and know
in faith that they gather in and around Christ the Food
for the Life of the World, pro mundi vita, as the holy,
Book says.
AND THEN that young girl yawning on the Jaela bus
at four a.m. She was going back to work; “another
day, another tragedy, “she said, between two yawns,
for tiredness. |thought of that day too, when | picked
up the Kantha Hondag. After all, at the Crab of christmas,
Mary was a young woman, a shepherd’s daughter, 2
village girl, a carpenter’s bride. | read on: "80-909%
of the employees in the Free Trade Zone are female.
“This is often their first job. They work strictly under
regimented conditions and are subject to police sur-
veillance; they are compelled to do regular overtime.
There is now a concerted €ffort to persuade the gov-
ernment to abrogate the [LO conyerntions which pre-
clude employers from using female [abour on the
night shift. They are unorganised, ard there is
managerial pressum aga:mt the organization of
trade UMions........

Then [ looked away, and in my mind’s eye, | saw

the ‘joyful’ faces of the rich at *he Crib, crowding it,

- surrounding i.s figures of men and animals (and yet

treating live men and women as animals in rea] life),
shedding copious inner tears of joy at the Christmas
gifts for their children: at the drink that flows from
the unstoppable coke jar, the music that reaches no
surfeit so that the appetite may sicken but pot die..
.-“Lord you have blessed me and my family super-
abundantly this Christmas”, And he forgets his neglect,
his silence, his viclation of humag rights, his complicity
in evil, his ambition which rode to a thicker purse on
sheer maximization of profits, cheap labour and rank,
downright avarice,
Who can stop me from my Christias meditation?
No one. Not even iron bars or a cage or a gang of two
that may gapng up agaipst a whole pation and hold
it to ransom.” Conditions of service among the girls,
are harsh; there is no job security. In the absence
of organised pressure, employers are even callous
about obgerving mipnimum conditions in such areag ag
compensation for accidents etc., Wage rates may be
higher, but negated by harsher working conditions”
the Kantha Handa echoes.
Christmas. The tinsel, the bunting, all will be
pulled down socon. Christmas is a disturbing feast,
Many superﬁ-:lal people love it; many serious, saintly

- ones are quite disturbed about it. | have met them.

5o will you, this Christmas, more than ever before.
O provoking Presence of Christmas, yours is not
the jasmipe jade of quiet coclpess but a jolt to reality,
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To Be Commemoratéd With -An. Island - Wide

~ Poster Compétition Rs. 54,000
' IN PRIZES!

The Department of Informafion of the Ministry of State in association with the -Prime Minister's
Secretariat and the Department of Education sponsors this island-wide POSTER COMPETITION in
Sinhala and Tamil to mark the significance of this historic event.

The benefits of UNIVERSAL FRANCHISE for the greater good of the common man is the theme of
the poster competition. All entries should depict this and the people must be made to cherish their
right to yote so much so that they will never compromise it.

The three best entries in Sinhala and the three best entries in Tamil in the Open Competition as well
as in the Senior and Junior Schools Competitiohs‘rrill be awarded separate prizes.

* PRIZES : Open Competition
Ist Prize — Rs. 5,000/— 2nd Prize — Rs, 2,500/— 3rd Prize — Rs. 1,500/—
(Three prizes for Sinhala and three prizes for Tamil)

* SCHOOLS COMPETITION (Junicr) ; :
Ist Prize — Rs. 5,000/— 2nd Prize — Rs. 2,500/— 3rd Prize — Rs. 1,500/—
(Three prizes for Sinhala and three prizes for Tamil)

* SCHOOLS COMPETITION (Senior)
Ist Prize — Rs. 5,000/— 2nd Prize — Rs. 2,500/— 3rd Prize — Rs. 1,500/—
(Three prizes for Sinhala and three prizes for Tamil)

FREE HAND TO ARTISTS

Artists have a free handin making full use of their imaginative faculties to depict the theme. Posters may be created
in black-and-white orin colour, using whatever techinique or shade of colour most suitable to his or her concept.

Water colours, oils, pastels, crayons, chalk, Indian ink can be used.
SIZE The poster should be 22"' X 17" ip size and should be drawn op white board or pﬁper.
LEGEND  Each poster can have a fegend of not more than 25 words i Siphala or Tamil.
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YEARS OF
UNIVERSAL
FRANCHISE

NAME AND ADDRESS

The name and the address of the person submitting the entry should be clearly written or typed on the
reverse of the poster. :

OPEN COMPETITION ; :

Citzens of 5ri Lanka are eligible to take part in the Open Competition. There’s o age limit. Any number of
entries can be submitted. ; -

SCHOOLS COMPETITION ¢

There will be 2 jupior and a Senior Schools Competition. School children under fourteen years, born on or after Ist
December 1966, will be eligible for the lunior Competition. Those born on er before 30th November 1966, that
is, over fourteen years of age, will be eligible for the Senior Competition. Children in all scheols, beth Govergpment
and private, can take part, Further details about the schools competition can be obtained from the Ministry of
Education ot from the Principals ofschools.  All entries from school children should carry the following endorsement
from the Class Teacher or Principal preferably on the reverse of the poster: ;

This poster was designed and drawn by

MaSter/MESS:. .. oo ouicceerhuea s una et R e who is
at present a student of my school. i

Fisjilor data of Birth ;.. by e houasuapcasns i sipats s nesnebnone soe

Name of SCh0ol. . ..iiuiieiiiiiirieeiirraiinrateanr it Wi v

JUDGES

A jury appointed by the Director of Information, Ministry of State in consultation with the Prime
Minister's Secretariat and the Ministry of Education will judge the entries and select the prize-winning
entries, The decision of the jury will be final and shall not be questioned or canvassed.

All rights in respect of the publication or reproduction of the prize winning entries chall be vested -in
the Department of Information. One or more of these posters will be selected by the jury for printing
and distribution.

OPENING AND CLOSING DATES
The Poster Competition shall commence on the lst DECEMBER 980 and close on the
3Ist DECEMBER 1980. .

All entries should be received before the 31st DECEMBER 1980, by th

DIRECTOR OF INﬁQRMATION — P. O. BOX HI6 COLOMBO L



INTERNATIONAL NOTES

e Vietnam, Kampuchea &
The NAM

By Omega

THE KAMPUCHEAN ISSUE is bound to provoke impor-
tant discussions at the forthcoming meeting of the For-
eign Ministersofthe Non-aligned Movement (NAM) to

be held in New Delhi early in February 1981. As most

of the NAM countries had helped Pol Pot regime to
safeguard its seat in the UN, it will be interesting to
watch whether NAM will adopt a different attitude
in New Delhi. k is unlikely that NAM will change
its stand. It is essential, however, for the NAM coun-
tries to once again review the Kampuchean problem
in all its aspects. They have to decide whether they
want to subscribe to the continued isolation of Vietnam
(as presently requied by US-China axis) or reverse
it by suggesting solutions acceptable to the parties
to the dispute VYiewed from such a pevrspective the
problem assumes a different dimension. I concerns
not merely Kampuchea but Vietnam too, and the last
five years have clearly shown that certain interests
and countries in the South East and Far East Asia do
not view with favour the emergence of Vietnam as an
independent power. Some of the forces which helped
Vietnam to fight the long-drawn out war against her
colonial masters have now turped against her.

The preserice of Yietnamese forces in Kampuchea
and the magss exodus of “ethnic Chinese'* from Vietnam
have been used as the main excuse for anti-Hanoi pro-
paganda and postures. In fact the so-called mass exodus
of ethnic Chinese is actually a device invented to em-
barass the young republic. One does not deny that
there was no exodus from Vietnam and that this exodus
contintes even today. It is also well to remember
that there has been an exedus from China inte Hong-
kong after the People’s Republic was established. In
fact the population movements arising from revolutions,
wars and chapge of rulers are cemmon té all countries
and climes—since the ocutbreak of the two World
Wars there were mass exodus from eastern European
ccuntries to US, from India to Pakistan, from Bapgladesh
to Pakistan and vice versa during the partitions and
independence struggles respectively. Men shaken up
by the administrative chapges and those who held
high positions and enjoyed privileges often join the
migratory movements. It was pot merely fear or
difficulties in adjustment that compels such an exodus,

but it often stems from psychological discomfiture.

caused by the sudden changes. Apart from the obyiously
propagandistic materials provided by the Vietnamese
and Chinese as to the nature of the refugee problem,
independent and impartial observers too have madea
deep study of the problems for entirely different pur-
poses. These reveal that Vietnam cannot be blamed
for the exodus.

The “victimised Chinese residents” or  “ethnic
Chinese”, known as the Hoa people in Vietnam, are
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‘actually victims of Chinese propaganda rather than

Vietnamese harassment, Except for the congenitally
migratory Chinese who goin search of greener pastures
ever so often, the Hoo people numbering more between
one to one and half million were actually Vietnamese.
Their history could be traced to the fourteenth century
opwards—and their influx into Vietnam from that
time occured under well known historical circumstances.
The repression following the Taiping rebellicn (1866),
the Chiang Kai Shek campaigns against the Communists,
the Sipo-Japanese war etc. etc., it is estimated, com-
pelled nearly 60 million Chinese to leave the country,
and a good number sought asylum in Vietnam. In
1955, the Workers Party of Vietnam and the Communist
Party of China agreed that Hoa residents in North
Vietnam (pumbering about 200,000) should be
placed under the leadership of the Workers Party of
Vietnam and gradually naturalised as Vietnamese citizens.
In the South, upder the Ngo Diem regime from [956
they enjoyed Vietnamese citizenship (they numbered
nearly & million). Only those Chinese who entered
Vietnam with passports from Taiwan, Hongkeng and
those Chinese expelled by the Pel Pot-leng Sary regime
in Kampuchea were copsidered as foreign natiopals-
But when relations between China and Vietnam became
strained, China begap to incite the Hoa people—they
were told that unless they fled the country their future
was doomed. Chipa, it was made out, would attack
Vietnam in support of Kampuchea in which event it
was said that the Hoa people who did not quit would
be killed as traiters; on the other hand if they chose
to remain in Vietnam, Vietnamese would harass them.

APART FROM THE ABOVE REASONS there are other
good reasons for the exodus. Vietnam inherited a
severely battered and shattered economy when the

‘whole of Vietnam was liberated in 1975. By American

estimates, in South Vietnam 9,000 villages were damaged,
nearly 1,435,000 cirilians were rendered either sick or
disabled or mutilated or had died in prison; war crip-
ples numbered 362,000, widows 1,000,000 and 600,000
orphaned chilared or abandoned by American personnel.
Nearly 13 million hectares of arable and forest lands
were destroyed and dairy industry had been practically
wiped out, Of course the havoc wrought by thirty
five years of war in the North canpot be estimated at
present—every railroad, bridge, factory had to be
reconstructed. As the expected economic aid from
US (in 1973, in a written message Nixon promised to
grant 3.2 billien dellars of.assistance for the reconstruc-
tion of Vietnam) was pot forthcoming.

Vietnam was theréfore compelled to adopt her
own economic strategy. Chinese aid too now began
to have strings attached and when they were rejected
the aid ceased. The Vietnamese government thep
made a policy propouncement declaring that while,
North Vietnam will concentrate on industrial sector
the South will concentrate on agricultural development.
This declaration brought home a truth to the Seuth
Vietnamese especially in the unproductive and para=
sitic sectors. In the twin city of Saigon and Cholon,
nearly 700,000 ethpic Chinese had the mopopoly of all
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€ommerce and trade. In fact this city of Saigon (now
Ho Chi Minh city) controlled by ethnic Chinese, was
considered to be the most unproductive settlement
on earth. ¢

Its economy depended purely and solely In catering
to the wants of the war. When the war ceased and
American personpel left, the booming trade began to
collapse. Thusthe ‘‘aristocracy' of the war day economy
began to feel the chapnge in the artificial life style crump-
ling under the gradually but steadily growing socialist
economy. The agricultural economy of South Viets
nam could not any longer sustain the urbap economy
of Saigon and urban centres in the Mekong delta. It
was therefore quite natural that there would be volun-
tary departure of those who would not like to adjust
themselves to changing circumstances. To such “ethnic
Chipese’”” Communist China was no attraction and
therefore they looked to countries like the USA and
Australia and also toward, Malaysia and Sipgzapore.
Boats hired by them at their own risk, therefore, be-
came heavy and overcrowded. To blame Vietnamese
for such developments is to ignore basic realities.

COMING TO THE KAMPUCHEAN PROBLEM, there

is no doubt that there is an unfortunate suspicion that.

the Kampuchean problem is a “global problem™ bet-
ween the super-powers, more specifically between
China and USSR. This has made matters worse. By
globalising the problem the UN has made the task of
finding an early solution difficult. The recent UN
resolutions to call all parties to the conflict for an in-
ternational conference and decide on a free elections
under UN control would really confuse issues. The
expenses to hold such ap international conference would
be about US § 1,350,000 and travel expenses for
the important figures at such a conference would
amount to § 128,500. The entire cost would be
in the region of § 10,000,000 which if given in the
form of economic aid to Kampuchea would be a big
help to her.

The Kampuchean problem is a local one—that may
perhaps concern Chipa and Vietnam on the one side
and Kampuchea and Thailand on the other. Even the
fears of Thailand and China, and more especially of
ASEAN, are upwarranted, As far as the countries
of indo-China are concerned it was purely = local matter
emanating from a long shared and cherished historical
experience. The nationalists and communists in these
three ccuntries fought shoulder to shoulder against
the French during the colonial era and US in the neo-
colonial era. The Indo-Chinese now fear that forces
beyond their territories have been mobilised to des-
troy: the fruits of their victory before they could con-
solidate it.

There is also 'mutual suspicion between ASEAN
and Indo-Chinese countries. The members of the
ASEAN countries have not yet learnt to adjust them-
selves to the historic changes that have taken place in
Indo-China. ASEAN countries are troubled that many
of those they had helped have turned communist. This
is utterly unpalatable to them and hence the delay in
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accepting the realities of the day. It is tifie that ASEAN
recognized the changed circumstances and climate.

When Pol Pot was in power nearly 321,000 persons
from Kampuchea sought refuge in Vietham. They
included Kampucheans, ethnic Chinese, Buddhist bonzes
etc. It is significant that Pol Pot prevented the outflow
to Thailand. The crimes committed by the Pol Pot
regime, universally admitted now, compelled many
thousands to flee the country. But in Kampuchea
itself, nearly 3 million people were killed and they
included 80,000 Buddhist monks and 26,000 ethnic
Chinese.

In this connection it is well to recall that epe of
the reasons advanced by Indian strategists as to why
India went to war with Pakistap was to lessen the pres-
sure of Bangladesh refugees. It meant not merely
mopey which could have been partly obtained from
international relief agencies, but it lead to other social
problems. Sintilarly the Kampuchean exedus to Viet-
nam must have been one of the compelling reasons for
Vietnam's intervention in ‘Kampuchea. It appears
that all those ‘who migrated to Vietnam have now re-
turned to Kampuchea. The frontier question was a
smokescreen to hide the Chinese and Khmer Rouge
attempts to destabilize Vietnam. Kampuchea had more
Chinese advisers and Chinese ammunition before the
fall of Pel Pot than Americans in Iran before the Kho-
meini Revolution.

The Kampuchean problem is really not as
difficult as made out. If one carefully studies
the Vientiane resclution of the Conference
of Foreign Ministers of Laos, Kampuchea
and Vietnam of International problems,
dated |8th Juiy 1980, it will reveal how faith-
fully ciose they are to the aspirations of the
NAM. No reasonable and acceptable solution
to the Kampuchean impasse could be reached
if the UN persists in raising technical ob-
jections.

It does not make any sense to say that Pol
pot regime was atrocious and yet canvass
and accept its credentials for the UN seat.
The only sensible course of action at this
juncture would be to leave the seat vacant.
And this might have persuaded Vietnam
and Kampuchea to take appropriate measures
to justify their claims. Nor does it serve
any purpose to “declare that it is not possible
to recognize Heng Samrin’s Government
because there is that element of aggression
in the establishment of that government”

* without analysing and appreciating the cir-
cumstances: under which Heng Samrin came
to assume power. (A. C.S. Hameed, Minister
of. Foreign Affairs, Sri Lanka—Hcnsard Vol. I3
No. 2, column :313).

BY ALIGNING with China, ASEAN, Japap and Australia_
Sri Lanka may hope to reap other benefits but ‘thag
‘does not help to solye preblems. It only intensifieg
them, Nor does the solution suggested by lohn L. 5,
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Cairling satisfactory (vide, “Crisis over Kampuchea,
Regional and Global Implications™. Third World Quarterly,
Vol. Il, No. 4, October |980—pp 746-752). He suggests
that ope great nation, the US, should (a) guarantee,
along with others an “‘international settlement’’; (b) pro-
vide the inducement to Vietnam to make compromise
worthwhile (economic aid in return for withdrawal
from Kampuchea); (¢) assure a peutral Kampuchea
acceptable to all its neighbours; and (d) use its clout
with China to bring it into line (p. 752).

_These suggestions are based on fallacicus logiz:
They are, to say the least, ridiculous. They pre-suppose
that Vietpam ip fact has committed an aggression a2nd
that it could be coerced to withdraw by providing
massive economic aid. This is also intended to devalue
all that Vietnam gained during the course of the last
thirty five years. It is a fact that Yietnam faces an
encrmous problem of reconstruction and is disappointed
at the treatment she has received from some of her
allies (and adversaries). Vietnam has been stoutly
independent and her present economic dependence
on USSR was forced on her by circumstances beyond
her control.

Vietnam does pot appear to entertain any eXpan-
sionist ambitions—she no longer even subscribes to
the grand design of an Indo-China Federation. The
Vietnamese helped Kampuchea to achieve independence
and withdrew their forces in 1975. It is true that up
to 1951, there was a talk of the possibility of an Indo-
China Federation. The VYietnamese Communist Party
was founded in 1930 and later rechristened as the Inde-
China Communist Party in the sameyear. Thisforma-
tion was necessitated by the need to establish one party

i for the whole country—the [lrepch Inde-China. In
French colonial times the three countries were divided
into five territories; Cochin China, Annam, Tenking
(these three now form Vietnam), Laos and -Cambodia.
In 1941, when the national movements began to take
finalshape each of these countries had their own national
fronts—Viet Minh in Vietnzm, Issala in Laos, lasarak
in Kampuchea. When these movements found their
struggle approaching victorious culmination they intro-
duced a strategy of concerted action—they formed
three commupist parties one each for the three coup-
tries and set up an alliance amongst the three national
fronts on the basis of free consent, equally and mutual
agsistance.

In 1954 the Geneva Agreement recognised the
independence, sovereignty unity and territorial integrity
of Vietnam, Cambodia and Lacs and from that time
onwards any allusion by an Indo-China Federation
wasabandoned. Thereis no evidence that Vietnam made
any attempt to revive it. But Pgl Pot conjured it as
a bogey to win support for his regime among Khmer
people and from China by raising of “Vietnamese ex~
pansionism’.  Even if Vietnam harboured any such
illusions it would not have had the mind and material
to give it a practical shape because Vietnam's first prio-
rity was the reconstruction of its own country. A
country devastated by thirty-five years of modern
warfare canpot think of venturing out on impossible
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tasks. Secondly, interpally, the Hanoi-did not face any
political resistance, to divert the attention of her people
elsewhere. It is the persistent and chronic Xenophobia
of Pol Pot that compelled Vietnam to intervene in
Kampuchea. ;

That Vietnam is anxious to solve the Kampuchean
preblem, nay the Indo-China problem, is evidenced
from the speech of its foreign minister at the recent
UN sessions. Vietnam no doubt can be persuaded
to withdraw from Kampuchea if the UN would recog-
nize Kampuchea. It is essential that ASEAN countries
should enter into a dialogue with Indo-Chinese coun-
tries to guarantee peace on Thai-Kampuchea, Thai-
Laos borders and enter into non-aggression pacts.

The NAM should take a firm stand to help Kampu-
chean people enjoy peace and stability which was their
dream for the last hupdred years, especially during
the last three decades. The recognition of the Heng
Samrin government which is now admittedly in contrel
of the territory is the first step forward.

X X X

FILM FOCUS

The Ten Commandments

This column wishes its readers a happy and
meaningful Christmas 1980; before moving on. The
Liberty Cinema Ltd., which is a nop-Christian cop-
cerp, in the field of cinematic entertainment, has struck
a 'magnanimols note in presenting a seasopal film
“The Ten Commandments” for the benefit of its Chris-
tian patrons and | hope the opportunity of seeing this
perennial will not be missed. WWhile we are on the
subject, | wonder how many Christians could rattle off
these finely chiselled bedrocks of their faith, for a rap-
dom quizzing by me revealed that many Christians
have left them behind at scheol, This column there-
fore reproduces a rare pamphlet printed by the Apos-
telate of Christian Action in California, which expatriates
on the content and meaning of the Law that was given
to mankind through Moses at Mount Sinai, before
it gets down to reviewing the film proper.

I. | am the Lord thy God: Thou shalt not have
strange Gods before Me. Commands Faith, hope, love
and worship of God; reverence for holy things: prayer.
Forbids: Idolatry, superstition, spiritism, sacrilege,
attendance at false worship.

Il. Thou shalt not take, the name of the Lord
thy God in vain. Commands: Reverence in speaking
about God and holy things; the keeping of oaths and
vows. Forbids: Blasphemy, the irreverent use of Gods
name, speaking disrespectfully of holy things, false oaths
and the breaking of vows. :

ll. Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath Day.
Commands: Going to Church on Sundays and Holy days.
Forbidz: Missing church through one’s own fault, un-
necessary servile work, public buying and selling, court
trials.
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IV. Honour thy Father and Mother. Commands:
Love, respect, obedience on the part of children, care
on the part of parents for the spiritual and temporal
welfare of their children, obedience tocivil and religious
superiors. Forbids; Hatred of parents and superiors
disrespect, disobedience, !

V. Thou Shalt not Kill. Commands: Safeguarding
of one's own life, and bodily welfare and those of others.
Forbids: Unjust killing, suicide, abortion, sterilization,
dueling, endangering life and limit of self or others,.

V1. Thou Shalt not commit Adultery. Commands:
Chastity in word and deed. Forbids: Obscene speech,
impure actions, alone or with others.

Vll. Thou shalt not steal. Commands: Respect
for the property and rights of others, the paying of
just debts, paying just wages to employees, integrity
in public officials. Forbids: Theft, damage to the pro-
perty of others, not paying just debts, not returning
found or' borrowed articles, giving unjust measure in
weight or selling, not paying just wages, bribery, grait,
cheating, fraud, accepting stolen property, 2nd not
giving an honest day's work for wages received, vicla-
tion of contract.

Vill. Thou shalt nct bear false witness against
thy neighbour. Commands: Truthfulpess, respect for
the good name of others, the observance of secrecy
when required. Forbids: Lying, injury to the good
name of others, slander, tale-bearing, rash judgement,
contemptuous speech, and the violation of secrecy.

IX. Thou Shalt not cover thy neighbour’s wife.
“Commands: Purity in thought. Forbids: Wilful impure
thoughts and degires.

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbours goods.

Commerds: Respect for the rights of others. Forbids:
The desire to take, to keep or to damage the property
of others.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (the film): To me
it has been amazing how muliitudes of picturegoers
have been drawn repeatedly to this Biblical revival,
wherever and whenever it was showa. This film is
based primarily on the life of Moges, whom God chose
to give hiz commandments for a Dharmishta society.
And so the people of all ages have made it a virtual
pilgrimage, to witnessin awe for 3 hoursand 39 minutes,
and absorb with fervour, the life and times of Moses,
in this magnificient masterpiece, laid down neatly in
celluloid, by one of the greatest film malkers of a1l time—
the late Cecil B. de Mille, in' Technicolour Yistavision
and releagsed nearly a decade ago. Theinfant Hebrew
Moses, who was set adrift by his mother, from the
wrath of the Pharoah King, is drifted back by a Divipe
and fortuitous tide to the latter’s castle, to grow up
ag an idol worshipper himself, till a series of circums-
tances make him trek to the ‘azpex’ of Mount Sinai,
where he discovers the “Life”” and the “‘Truth’, apd
resultantly becomes the deliverer of his downtrodden
people in response to an overpowering ‘'Voice.”

It would be difficult to span in this column, the
glor‘iou_s and God touched life of Moseg, for this film
captures it all so revealingly and brilliantly, in every
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teticulous detail of the “Holy Book™ and | will turn
on some of the highligshts only. The turning of the
waters into rivers of crimson blood, the slow flow
of the Angel of Death, to the wails of mothers and the
first born of the Pharoahs, the ‘'dividing of the Red Sea
to save the chosen people and swallow up the pursuing
Pharoah. Charioteers and the fipal confrontation
of Moses with his Maker of Sinai, where he receives
the code of Christian living, gilded in rock by tongues
of fire, are moments that keep one spellbound,
not for a moment, but for a lifetime. Charlton
Heston as Moses, Yul Brynner as King Ramses
and Amne Buxter as queen Nephiritaria excelled in
their triangularly inter-linked rcles. Amidst the
fabulous settings, there were some blistering Biblical
quotes for our times like, ""Are men the property of
the State” and “Man shall be ruled by Gods Laws and
not by the whims and wills of mere men''. Make this
season of peace and harmony blend with the message
of this great family film, which for Christians will
fortify their faith.

SUBRABATHAM (Tamil): This film dedicated in
depth to emphasise the divinity of Lord Krishna in
Hindu belief, commences with a cursory challenge
in the heayens which is hurled down to earth to prove
a point or two. A Krishna Bakthan among the mortals
(Nambiar) glorifies and lives perpetually in the love of -
his God, but amidst abject poverty. Rewards however
come his way as he elevates his humble mind, and keeps
it over matter, no matter what indignities beset him.
With his devoted wife {Vijayakumari), son (lai Ganesh)
and daughterin law (Lata), the devoteeis on a pilgrimage
of love and humility, while the fruits of his belief, blos-
som along on a parallel course. Several facets in Lord
Krishna's life are resurrected with devotional songs
as the camera sweeps through Kasi, Tirupathy, Tirukovil,
Rishikesh and Periamalai shrines ‘dedicated to Krishna.
The purifying “Ganges’ and the glistening “Imayamalai’
in the bakground and much fervour to this religious
film. | thought, the screen villan Nambiar metamor-
phosed effortlessly into the haloed role, while K. R.
Vijaya, Muthuraman and Sri (Meeya) Priya, as guest
stars shone momentarily and twinkled away. No
Hindu worthy of his faith should miss this film—it
was elevating all the way.

James N. Benedict,

B
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FOREIGN  AFFAIRS

The Brezhnev Visit

By Ariel
Colombo, December 15,

It is strange that in a politically developed country
like Sri Lanka reactions te ‘international happenings
have become virtually non-existent. Joint statements
are issued at times of bilatera] visits by foreign heads
of state or foreign ministers reiterating rigid formulae
which is claimed to be an expression of a broad spect-
rum of consensus in the npon-aligned movement.

On the most controversial matters of currernt
significance Sri Lapka has well-defined views only on
two: Afghanistan and Kampuchea. She is against military
intervention by an ocutside country. So far so good,
and nobedy can complain about this attitude a sa geperal
principle. But what about the finer nuances —the
real currents and under-currents, regional and global—
that invest each problem with new dimensions! How
much longer can Sri Lanka continue to support the
seating of Pol Pot in the UN? Most countries now
admit that the Pol Pot forces have no base iy Kam-
puchea—and that the “fighting” exists only in the
fictiopalised reporting by certain news agencies. Will
Sri Lanka refuse to recognise Heng Samrip (because
his regime was set up by outside intervention which
seems acceptable to most Kampucheans)? How many
other governments exist today which bri Lapka recog-
nizes which were set up with ocutside intervention.
Take Ugapda. The Tanzanian troops which set up the
new government are still very much there. Numerous
other examples can be cited.

But apart from Kampuchea and Afghanistan, the
Sri Lanka government reactions to many questions
are not known. On Palestine, Namibia and Apartheid,
the usual formulae are repeated in the UN apd
elsewhere. Silence o the Irag-lran war is understand-
able, but there are many other matters oy which silence
has cause misunderstanding. One matter relates to
the matter of bases and the build up of naval, military
and airforce power in the Indian Ocean, Sri Lapka's
silence, especially with visits of two Americap Admirals
to the island and a whisper talk of a sell-out of Tripco-
malee ag a base to the US has made India apprehensive
of the UNP Government’s policies and intentions.
The Tribune of 6.12.80 commenting on the Foreign

Minister’s statement in Parliament on 27.11.80 that

Sri Lanka “would opn no account allow any of its ports
to be used as a base by any foreign power” had stated
that in spite of such official denials, “those stories per-
sisted and the impression has been successfully created
in India and other non-aligned Third World countries

that America was on the verge of making Trincomalee

a US Naval base........ 448
Rex de Silva in his column Comment on Current
Affairs (Weekend, 14.12.80) entitled BASELESS FABLES
ABOUT AMERICAN BASES IN LANKA discussing the
mdian Foreign Mipister’s recent statement wanting
\
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a categorical statement from Sri Lanka whether: “R.R.
facilities™ were being granted to the US Navy suggestd
that these misunderstandings should be cleared up ip
bilateral talks at Ministerial level. He concluded his
piece thus: “There is no reason why this relationship
should be sacrificed over a couple of diplomatic mis-
quotations. perhapsthese petty misunderstandings could
be cleared during the forthcoming visit of Indian Finance
Minister R. Vepkataramag in a few weeks time. Later
in February when Hameed meets Rao at the non-
aligned Foreign Ministers Conference in New Delhi
they could exchange their ‘categorical this and that”
and work hard towards making the Indiap Ocean free
of any big power. This is one objective that is com-
monly sacred to both India and Sri Lanka. Meanwhile
it would be better for the Lankap leadership to ascer-
tain why the Indians are rather perturbed. Understand-
ably something is worrying them., There simply can
be no smoke without a fire. Could it be the reported
establishment of an American oil refinery in  Trinco-
malee, of which the real partpers are still deceptively
or supposedly based in some insignificant capital. of
convenience! Ap official statement op the exact posi-
tion of this Trinco deal is of vital importance and most
timely. It could invariably terminate the speculation.
A few months ago Sri Lanka was able to oyercome a
serious diplomatic crisis when some of our bureaucrats
tried to have direct talks with some American officials
about ‘R and R’. But when the Foreign Office realised
this, appropriate action was reportedly taken on time
against this fool-hardy attempt. It is therefore fairly
clear that a paive officialdom could pot only embarrags
their bosses but create confusion among the global
fraternity and spoil the good image of the coliptry.”
ft is clear that the Government should pay o little more
attention to its External publicity.

NO REACTIONS not even discreet leaks, have beepn
forthcoming from our Foreign Ministry o the Brezhnev
visit to India. All Lake House publications have been
singularly silent. Even the Sunday Obsefver did not
have its foreign affairs column last week end. Luciep
Rajakarupanpayake in his Sunday Times column on Foreign
Affairs on 14.12.80 summed up the visit thus: “If Seviet
President, Leonid Brezhnev came to Delhi to wco
Indiag opinion he left with niothing much gained. The
Joint Declaration by the Soviet leader and the Indian
Prime Minister after their lengthy talks was signi-
ficantly non-committal on the Afghanistan issues
and was full of generalities about hotbeds of unrest
in South West Asia which only indicated a firm agree-
ment to disagree. For India there was the ritual state:”
ment of the need for political settlements of problems
in this region and the condemnation of all foreign in-
terference in the affairs of another country. Some
wouId‘ read this to mean Afghanistan  But for the Soviets
this would only mean interference by the west.or China,
because the official Soviet explanation. for. their pres-
ence in Afghanistap is ap invitation from Kabul. Mr.
Brezhpev did get a standing ovation from the Indian
Parliament, specially for his comments about support-
ing the moves for the Indiap Ocean Peace Zope. ' He
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also made use of the Indian forum to permit a pew
proposal for a pact bapning nuclear weapons and foreign
military bases in the Gulf region. Reports from Wash-
ington indicate that the US Admipistration views the
new Brezhnev Plan with considerable scepticism, and
is doubtful whether it could be the major basis for
future pegotiations.”

This was a non-committal appraisal of the Sicuation
to please everybody, but the Sun (editerial on 12.12.80)
and Rex de Silva on 14.12.80 could not resist the temp-
tation to have a swipe at the USSR by using Afghapistan
as a hapdle to indulge in familiar anti-Soviet logics:
the only matter the Sun group dealt with was the “Gulf"*
and “Afghapistan’” and to deride Brezhnev's proposal
for peace in the Persian Gulf. It is not difficult to
make spide remarks on Afghanisian or the Gulf—
either from the US angle or the Soviet angle—but
what people in Sri Lanka want is an objective and inter-
pretative analysis of the totality of Brezhnev's visit
to India which covered political, economic, trade and
cultural relations.

Though many Indian newspapers were disappointed
that Indira Gandhi was not able to make Brezhnev
change the Soviet attitude to Afghanistan, there was
all-round recognition that Brezhpev's visit at this junc-
ture was ‘'a serious copsideration in the process of
stablisation of the situation in the Asian continent'—
especially at a time when there was a returp to the
cold war, when a new arms race had begun and now
hot spots of war had appeared in many parts of the
world including South Asia. Like the previous visit
ip 1973, even conservative papers ip India made the
point that the present visit amply demonstrated the
fact that the USSR attached great importance to the
links with India as a growing Aslan power.

The discussions and even the joint declaration
showed that the USSR and India had an identity and
similarity of views opn the majority of international
problems, including many events now taking place
in Southwest and Southeast Asia. There was no re-
ference to Afghapistan in the joint declaration, but
admittedly there is'a difference of opinion between
the two countries on this matter. But on a very large
number of issues there was agreement. Although
nothing was said of the US, NATO and Chinese pclicies
in Asia and the world, there is no doubt that the near
identity of views on the situation in the Indian Ocean
and about the role of the nop-aligned countries made
it clear that both countries still believed in detente
and were opposed tc the revival of cold war strategies.

It is a pity that there was inadequate publicity in
Sri Lanka to Brezhnevs proposals for normalising
relations in the Persian Gulf. Addressing the Indian
Parliament the Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev ap-
pealed to the United States, other western powers,
Chipa, Japan, etc., to agree on mutual obligations to
create a pormal, calm situation in the Persian Gulf
and Indian Ocean regions. He spelt them out thus:
(1) not to establish forelgn military bases in the area
of the Persian Gulf and adjacent islands; not to deploy

nuclear or any other weapons of mass destruction
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there; (2) not to use and not to threaten with the use
of farce against the countries of the Persian Gulf area.
Not tointerfere in their internal affairs; (3) to respect
the status of non-alignment, chosen by Persian Gulf
states: pot to draw them into military grouping with:
the participation of nuclear powers; (4) to respect the
sovereign right of the states of the region to.theirnatural
resources; (5) not to raise any obstacles or threats to
normal trade exchange and the use of sea lapes that
link the states of that region with other ccuntries of
the world. 3

He pointed out “The region of the Persian Gulf
and the Indian Ocean is becoming ag increasingly mere
dangerous seat of international tepsion. On the in-
vented pretext of the protection of their “vital in-
terests’’ powers, situated many thousands of kilometers
away from the region, have concentrated there a mili-
tary armada apd are intensively building up armaments,
expanding the network of their military bases, subjected
to pressure and threats the small countries which do
not follow in their wake."”” The USSR hzd no intentions
of encroaching on the Middle East cil or its supply,
he had declared. He also stressed, “The'!Soviet Union
is a staunch champion of the idea that the Ipdian Ocean
be turned into 2 peace Zane. We are ready to actively
work together with other interested states in this
direction. We believe that the Indian Ocean has been
and remains the sphere of vital interests of the states,
located on its shores, but not of any other states’. He
welcomed other initiatives that would lead to relaxa-
tion of tepsion, that would be prompted by the care
for copsolidation of peace in Asia or any other conti-
nent-

A PReuter correspondent’s comments that India
had not endaorsed this p-oposal was given more column-
age in Sri Lapka thap the proposals themselves. [ndian
commentators and papers point out that the proposals
were not intended to be part of the joint Communique,
the draft of which was ready before Brezhnev’s arrival
and which was only smoothened oLt after the discus-
sions: Nor have our papers or media kept the public
informed of the economic, trade, technological and
cuyltural co-operation in many fields. The USSR
had also undertaker to supply to India more cruge oil
and also sophisticated military hardware—against
rupee payments. .

Understandably there are pro-western and anti-
Indira forces and papers in India which are unhappy
that India was not able to get the Russians to quit Af-
ghapistan, but hag anybody beep able to persuade the
USA to withdraw its troops from over a 100 bases spread
all over the globe! Has anyone been able te persuade
Israel to quit Arab territoriesit had occupied by military
action? Everyone will paturally wish that the Soviets
withdrew from Afghanistan, but they are committed
to the Babrak Karmal regimes’ request asking them
to stay on. And who can complain that the Babrak
government has pot been duly “elected”. Is pot the
Zia government a ruthless military dictatorship without
democratic endorsement by the people of Pakistan?
Has Zia held an election in Pakistap though he -has
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promised it often? How cap he demand an election
in Afghapisten or Kampuchea?

These are questions that must be copsidered in
a realistic mapper before categorical assertions are
made as to how the governments in the USSR, India,
Afghanistan, Hanoi, or anywhere else should behave.
Pakistap has not had an election for along time, but it
is pot for us Sri Lankans to ‘demand that Zia should
hold one—itis for the Pakistanis to do so, and certaiply
not by Pakistanis and others financed and incited by
foreign countries.
X

X X

'SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Dec. 4 — Dec. 8

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl [ANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY- NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED
; IN COLOMBO. :
CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—Sunday Times; SO—Sunday
Observer; DM—Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira--
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina; SLOP—Sri Lanka-
dipa; JD—lanadina; SU—Sun; DY—Davasa; DP—Dipa-
pathi; CM—Chinthamani; WK—Weekend; RR—Riviresa
DK—Dinakara; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—Information Dept.
Press Release.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4: A draft law to prevent
monopolies, mergers and anti-competitive practices
from adversely affecting the economy of the country,
‘has been approved by government. Government will
get up a Rg. 16 million joint ttock company for fruit
processing on about 2000 acres of land to develop the
fruit and vegetable industry, which in Sri Lapkais rela-*
tively under-developed.  The I5-member lapanese
investment Mmission. led by Mr. Kikuo lkeda, Presider{t
of Nippon Koei Co. Ltd., of Japan, would after.a weelk's
round of negotiations with Sri Lankan investors
return to Japan with 12 viable joint-venture p!’o]ec‘ts
identified for further negotiations. Fir.lauce Minister
Ronnie de Mel has secured a five million dollar loan
from the OPEC Fund, the Ministry said yesterday—
CDN. Sri Lanka will receive a loan of nearly Rs. 850
raillion from the United Kingdom Government shortly;
this follows negotiations initiated by the F!Inigtry_ of
Finance and Planning to meet the shortfall in foreign
exchange components for the Victoria Froject—CDM.
A further meeting of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is
to be held shortly to decide on the part)_r’s MP elect-
for Attapagalla; this follows the abrubt ending to Tues-
day’s meeting of the Politbureau after party ieag_:}er
Sirimavo Bandaranaike walked cut; Mrs. Bandaranaike
is learnt to have recommened to the Politburesu the
nomination of her daughter Chandrika Kumaranatunga,
as MP for Attanagalla; the maove however: was ?ppcsed
by other members of the Politbureau lnfcludrng her
son Anura. The Ministry of Health has finalised arrange-
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ments to set up a patiopal drug quality coptrol labora-
tory with foreign assistance at a cost of 10.85 million
rupees—5SU. The retiring age limit of teachers em-
pleyed in Government schools has been increaged
from 58 to 60; this was approved by the Cabipnet—VK.
With a view to improving the Hindu culture, a pilgrims’
resort is to be established at Kataragama at a cost of
Rs. 50 lakhs; a proposal submitted by the Minister of
Hindu Affairs, Mr. Selliah Rajadurai was approved by
the Cabinet yesterday—DP. The power struggle
between President Jayewardene and the Prime Minister
has come to light again with the death of the
MP for Baddegama and the Kalawana by-election;
President Jayewardene wapts to promate Mr. Upali
Wijewardene and is seeking to appointits present MP
for Kamburupitiya Mr. Albert de Silva to Baddegama
and appoint Mr. Wijewardene as MPfor Kamburupitiya;
the PM is strongly against such a move—DK. !

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5: Hamiltop Shirfey Amera-
singhe, President of the United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea and former President of the
Genera] Assembly died in a New York hospital yester-
day aged 67. The Bank of Ceylon will shortly effect
sweeping changes in its agricultura] credit schemes
to quicken the pace of agricultural development in
the country; the thrust of the Bank's new scheme wil]
be to make timely and adequate finances, inputs, and
agricultural services available to the farmer based on
the Farm Plan and Farm Budget—CPN. The Goverp-
ment will import 80,000 tons of rice next year; this
decision has been taken by the Government consequent
on the Mipister of Finance and Planning, Mr. Ropnie
de Mel querying the quantum of the purchase of rice
next year. Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe, Minister of
Education, Youth Affairs and Employment has decided
to set apart one of the exiiting teacher-training col-
leges to train English teachers in a bid to raise the stap-
dard of Epglish in schools—CDM, Sri Lapka's entire
work force, including farmers administratorsand indus-
trial labeurers, wiil soon be provided with free medical
facilities under a new occupational health scheme being |
prepared by Government. Ex-Kalawana MP Abeyratpe
Pilapitiya who attended sittings of Parliament yesterday
was requested to leave the chamber by Deputy Speaker
Normap Waidyaratne—SU. Silver has become one of
the most lucrative items to smuggle out ofthe country;
according to a spokesman for the Customs 200 kilos
of Silver worth Rs. |5 millions has been seized by them
this year from those who have attempted to smuggle
it out CO. The Lady Lochcre Loan Fund has taken
steps to set up the propcsed workers bapks in 20 public
corporations and ipstitutions; these banks are being

set up to help workers financially; nearly 500
institutions  have requested the Fund to set up
such bapks in their institutions—DM. President

layewardene has ordered the Cabipet to in form
al] heads of public corporations to clear up
their accounts by December this year; the Cabipet
has decided to reyview the work of all corporations
one by one—LD.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6: “A united is Lanka,
aim of the Constitution and there is no place for
commupnalism, caste in our elections; vote is for the
party, not for individuals” so said, President J. R. Jaye-
wardene who was chief guest at the prize giving of Hindu
Ladies College, Colombo yesterday—CDN. Sauei
Arabia has granted a Rs.900 million loan to Sri Lanka;
this is the largest-ever loan from the Saudi Fund and is
earmarked for the development of the Colombo Water
Supply and Sewage project and for the Electricity Power
Transmission project from the Mahaweli area. A new
salary scheme for all the Co-operative Society employces
will be implemented by lanuary I, 981 About 7.5
million people in Sri Lanka do not have sufficient energy
or protein: this shocking annoupcement was made by
the Minister of Trade and Shipping, Mr, Lalith Athulath-
muali yesterday when he made the keynote address to
the third annual sessions of the Nutrition Society of
‘Sei Lanka held at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute—
CDM. Sri Lapka Tea Board Chairman Bertie Warusa-
vitharapna has been asked to relinquish duties from
his pest by Public Admipistration and Plantation Indus-
tries Minister, Major Montague Jlayewickrema. Several
popular brands of imported cement are substapdard
and should not be used for building construction where
high strength is required, the Ceylon Institute of Scienti-
fic and Inaustrial Research (CISIR) has warped. A
new law on banking—retting out the guidelines for
banks operating in Sri Lanka —is te be intreduced
by the Governpment; this law, among other matters,
will make provision for bapks to declare minimum
deposits they will accept from customers, authorise
them to isue credit cards and cperatea 24-hour teller
service. Food stamps will be issued on ay bi-yearly
basis from next year in order tosave Rs.5 million in print
ing costs, Food and Coroperative Minister S. B. Herath
announcec. in Parliament yesterday. Ome of two pat-
ients admitted to the Geneeral Hospital Colombo from
Maligawatte with a history of diarrhoea, has been con-
firmed as suffering from cholera; they were later trans-
ferred to the Ipfections Diseases Hospital, IDH—SU.
Prime Minister R. Premadasa will visit Jaffna on Japuary
29th and willstay there till February 2 to discuss matters
concerning the development programmes of the laffna
District—DP, Harispattuwa M.P. Mr. R. P. Wijesiri
submitted in Parliament a statement yesterday showing
a travelling expense of Rs. 160,839 and Rs. 576,274
for fuel paid to District Ministers so far—EN. The
Ministry of Higher Educaticn is proposing to set up
16 massive scale technical schools; the first of these
technical schools will'be set up in the Matale District
at a cost of Rs. 1.2 million, The Paddy Marketing Board
is the newest entry in to public corporations that are
te be closed up—ATH.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7: The Committee on Trans-
port Reforms has recommended sweeping changes in
traffic control and managemept in Colombo and the
outer suburbs in a bid to cope with heavy congestion
on eity roads following the mounting tide of new vehi-
cles; the main thrust of the committee's recommenda-
tion has been in the direction of curtailing parking
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on the key Colombo and suburbap roads. Proposals
are now afoot to set up two more Sri Lankan Embassies
in the Middle East; the two embassies are to be set up
in Kuwait and Riyadh; there is one Sri Lanka Embagsy
in Abu Dhabi already—SO. The Director General of
OPEC, Dr. Ibrahim Shihata will visit Sri Lanka on Janu-
ary |3th on an invitation of the Minister of Finance
and Planning, Mr. Ropnie de Mel—ST. The threat of
immediate oil rationing in Sri Lanka has receded with
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation being successful
in negotiating supplies for next year; the Corporation’s

Chairman, Daham Wimalasena, is despatching two

official delegations next week—one to Saudi Arabia
and another to Iran—to conclude contracts for 1981
President 1. R. Jayewardene will shertly -appoint 24
Assistant District Ministers who will be responsible
for the administration of the water supply and sanita-
tion programmes in the districts. The Chief Minister
of the South Indian State of Tamil Nadu, M. G. Rama-
chandran escaped injury when a dagger was thrown
at him today near Tirupelveli. Singapore's first Deputy
Prime Minister Goh Keng Swee has told local indus-
trialists that the private sector should play a more
significant role in Sri Lanka’s development—WK. The
Police Department ic preparing plans to trace about
600 priseners who escaped from prisons—CM. It is
now upderstood that joint efforts are being made to
develop ecopomic upity and friendly relations between
India apnd Sri Lanka—VK. The Ministry of Industries
is considering ways apd means to help smallindustria-
lists to improve those industries; an [sland-wide survey
was carried out recently for this purpose; the survey
has revealed that small scale industrialists are facing
stiff competition from imported goods and that there
are difficulties in getting bank loans to improve or to
start ipdustries—5M.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8: A sevep-member Aus-
tralian team of geological experts now in Srilanka told
Industries and Scientific Affairs Minister Cyril Mathew
last Saturday that the chances of striking oil in the
Nerthwest coast of Sri Lanka were “pretty good."
The Department of Interpal Trade will today launch
a campaign to' check profiteering and hoarding during
the coming festive season—CDN. More than a hundred
apd fifty thousand householders in Colombo apd its
suburbs will have to pay for their water when the Water
Supply and Drainage Board introduces metering by the
middle of pext year. There will bea separate geperal
certificate for vocational apd technical studies in the
GCE Ordinary Level shortly—SU." The number of
Tamil Police officers’ working in Tamil areas will be
increased from next year; for this purpose, a number
of Tamil Police officers from the south will be traps-
ferred to serve in the Police Stations in the North
and East—VK. President Jayewardepe has advised
the MPs to stick to the Job Bapk system and pot to
give jobs outside the Job bank. ;
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~Confidentially
Milk, Water ‘& Hotels :

IS IT NOT A FACT that practically all sections of the
Fourth Estate have turned spotlights of criticism op
the affairs of the National Milk Board (NMB) and even
this onslaught has had no effect either on the con-
cerned Ministry or the Government as a whele to
compel corrective measures? That earlier the Sun
group, the Dinakara, the fanading, the Atfitha and the
Tribune had focussed attention on the deteriorating
conditions in the NMB that stemmed from inefficiency,
mismapagement and corruption? . That the Dinoming
joined the ranks of the sharp shooters against NMB
rackets a few weeks ago? That altimately even the
premier government paper the Ceylon Daily News has
joined the fray in a centre-page piece on December 8,
1980 entitled ARE WE CRYING OVER SPILT MILK?
The title should really have been SHOULDN'T WE
CRY OVER MILK THROWN AWAY? That the CDN
article ended with an apt comment “........ why their
fleet of bowsers is not maintained properly whep they
could be repaired with the money due to be spent
on 2 luxury car for the Board still standing in the Port
of Colombo!”’ That it can be now disclosed that the
3 12 lakh Iuxury car mentioned in this colump last
Week is in fact the [uxury car spotlighted in the CDN
article? That this Milky way carisa Peugeot Super and
the price and duty tots up to morre than 1.25-230—
Rs, 3.55 lakhs? That there may be aadditional charges
for demurrage! That an interesting postscript is that
shortly after the CDN article appeared on 8.1.80, the
car was hastily paid for—not by the NMB  but another
government organisation which did not need such a
vehicle? That everybody involved in this transaction
has been ordered to maintain sealed lips silence and
secrecy! Thac however, the car was pot cleared until
this week because of the financial regulations that made
it difficult for one governmient organisation to pay
for something that some other orgapisation had ordered
(and paid a desposit of Rs. 45,000)?

THAT AS WE GO TO PRESS we have received news
that compels us to invite the NMB to answer the ques-
tiens we raise below—to correct, deny or amplify?
Is it correct that (1) there were three or four separators
installed a year ago both at Ambawela and Narahen-
pitiya with a capacity of 1800 galions per hour each?
(2) That they ceased to be operative after a few mopths
and that some of them are said to have been rempved
from their foundations and put aside? (3) That no stan-
dardisation of milk has taken place at Narahenpitiya
for many months now? (4) That because of this alone.
the NMB suffers a loss of Rs. 1-2 million a mopth at
both factories? (4) That the important question is
whether the allegation that no standardisation of
milk is npow taking place is true or untrue?
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IS IT ANY SURPRISE that the producer of bottled
water and also mineral water should react promptly
1o the comments of our columnist Veritas in last week's
Talking Points? (That this is testimony to the fact that.
Tribuine is read?) That our columnist had ‘complained
that the price of bottled water had beenput up by'the
preducer from —/35 cts. to Rs. 2/35 a bottle and the
price cf aerated mineral water had not been 50 i~
creased? That Tribune has been told that the producer
has facts and figures to show that it actually costs more
to praduce bottled water than a soda water? That
the price of Rs, 2/35 was a fair price (based on c.o.p.)
te hotels that cater to tourists who pay five to ten:
times that for the water they drinkin their own country!?
That the producer, it was argued, could not be blamed
if five star and four star hotels in Colombe charged
Rs. 8/50 to Rs. 9/50 a bottle for which they paid the
preducer only Rs. 2/35? That the hotels in ‘Colombo
were only seeking to charge what foreigners would
pay for the same prduct or service in their owWn country?

THAT THIS SAME LOGIC seems to underlie the justi-
fication for charges for rooms in some hotels in Colombo-
That” one hotelier stated that without holding any
brief for the charges made by Lapnka Oberoi or the'
Ceylon Intercoptinental, he would say that the charge
for a room alope in a similar hotel in London wag £ 67
for a day? That the idea seems to be the tourist should
be made te pay what he has to pay at home (if that is
8¢, he may ot Jeave home!)? That apologists for local’
hoteliers seem to overlock that Veritas had only com-
plained about haotel charges that were not in keeping
with services and facilities offered? That in this cop-
nection, the managing agents of the Bentota Beach
Hotel and Coral Gardens Hotel at Hikkaduwa have
informed us that their charges are ag follows: Beptota—
for room only US § 46 single a day, US § 60 double and
the all-inclusive charge was' 8 50 and $ 78 respeetively?
That at Hikkaduwa it was $ 34 for single and § 37 fora
double room and that the all-inclusive rate was § 44
and § 57 respectively? That it ig openly proclaimed
that these hotels and facilities are not for Sri Lankans
(“like you and me’’) especially when our currency has
devalued itself by over 3097 That'thisis a matter Tribune
will go into fully? That unfortunately we are ot in a
position to compire the service and facilities offered
by hotels here with those abroad? That it may be
a ‘good for some people (and the “couptry—whoge'"?
to make money from tourism, but what are the socig-
pelitical implications of the new caste system - (worse
than the brahminic) that is being imposed on the
country.

@
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