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Letter From The Koitor
/

AS THE NEW YEAR DAWNS there is growing gloom among all classes

and sections of the people that the government has very little on the credit «

side—except rhetoric and a few showpiece items like housing, tourism
and the FTZ which have provided employment for about 20,000 people
but increased the inflationary burdens on the peopls. There are serious
doubts whether tourism has brought in any real benefits except to provide
employment in a trade that in the long run might undermipge not
only national cultural values but also our environmental balance. Economists
are doubtful whether the inflow or the outflow of foreign exchange is the
greater in the tourist trade, but there is not the slightest doubt that a new
*caste’” of hoteliers, travel agents, transport mudalalis, bell boys, waiters,
hostesses, pimps, narcotic peddiars, smugglers, prostitutes and the like
have pro]iferated. But once the tourist trade wanpes or vanishes as such
parasiticindustries have done in many parts of the world owing to changing
fashions or conditions, this'country will have the probiem of a socially
undesirable group of misfits on ‘t: hand. They will be the nucleus of a
future exodus from Sri Lanka as from Cuba and South Vietnam today. At
the moment the tourist trade has all the gl tter of gold but for how long!?
The SLFP had chased this mirage and the UNP has now ‘tumbled into the
same race with guste. The FTZ is admittedly an exercise oply for
employment—so far 10,200 have obtained direct employment. YVhat
ultimate benefits, if any. this country can obtain from the FTZ is hard to
say, but in the meantime, the wages foreigners pay for the cheap labour
has added to the inflationary spiral. And the expenditure opn housing is
meaningless and becomes inflationary without any corresponding growth
in local production. Economists are agreed that the oaly protection in
an agricultural-based “‘free economy” that the consumers and the nation
can have against inflation is higher production in grains and all other food
items together with increased production of all traditional and non-
traditional exports (which are again mainly based op agriculture),
Unfortupately, in the 3% years of this government’s rule agricultural
production in the main plactation crops as well as in all the so-called
subsidiary food crops has continued to decline—as ‘official statistics reveal.
Thera has however been a marginal increase in the production of fish in
1980 and one can only hope that this trend will continue—and this.
can happen because the Ministry is the only one that has carried out
a thorough clean-up in its administration and the operational wings. But
_in all other sectors, the record of the government is poor. Even the much
publicised increase in paddy production may prove another mirage and
this will be brought home soon With the current failure of the North-east
Monsoon. YYhat is most disheartening is that the government has failed
to arfest the decline in the production of the traditional export crops
like tea, rubber and coconuts. All the rhetoric over the SLBC and in the
official media about increased production serves only as a smokescreen to
hide realities. The money remittance that comes from the export of our
manpower no doubt increases the purchasing power of the recipients but
this does not more than add to theinflation. It will at least take 20 years
for the present expenditure on the Mahaweli scheme to bear fruit. What is
important is increased production immediately. If all the ivpvestment,
work and energy put into tourism, housing and even the FTZ had been put
into agriculture (not to wastefully expand acreages quantitatively but toin-
crease yields and productivity and secure qualitative upgrading—this country
would have registered a real economic miracle in the 3 & years of this
government. Unpfortunately, there are still no indications that a re-
orientation in policiesis in the offing—with clean-ups in the adminis-

tration of key ministriesin charge of in the agriculture and livestock. The.

portendsfor the future are therefore dismal.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
¢ Kalawana ¢ Qil ¢ Trinco

Colombo, fanuary 7,

If the UNP thinks it has impressed anybody in

this' country with its circumlocutory strategies to
-retain: the Kalawana seat for Pilapitiya, it is sadly mi-
taken. Thinking people are disgusted with the mockery
that'is being made of the parliamentary system in the
name of ‘democracy. Ordinary people think the zig-

z3gging over Kalawana is a joke, so much so that bus

and train commuters have already coined 2 new term
“to do a Kalawana''—that is two persons to sit on a
" seat meant only for one. In tha Sighala language, this
tarminological quip is much mosre expressive than the
English translation of this latest addition to Sri Lankan
vocabulary. To “do a Kalawana™ is already a classic.

Repeated rhetoric that everything has happened
or was done about Kalawana is “according to the law”
has not increased governmental prestige or credibility.
The kindliest sentiment is that the Kalawana acto-
batics is a contemporary confirmation of the old adage

‘that “law is an ass”. The willingness to pass special
legislation, even by holding a referendum, to accom-
modate an additional membar is not bzing viewed as
geauine and sincere adherence to democratic prin-
clples as understood by ordinary people. The UNP
would have come out with flying colours if it had askad
Pilapitiya to resign his seat after the Speaker’s ruling

. that he was the duly nomipated member for Kalawana
under the New. Constitution.

It is pointless speculating on the many “ifs” that

“Kalawapa has spawned. This country will have to
bear the expense of a national refarendum and the cost
of an additional MP—for what? To blame the Opposi-
tion for tha Kalawana tangle and the ensuing Refaresdum
is only to say that an Opposition was an unnecessary
luxury—as Singaporean leaders say. The less said
about this upsavoury episode in the Constitutional

' history of this country the better.

Kalawana has devalued the pariiamentary
system of government. Parliamentary democracy
has meaning when it is played according tc the
true spirit of the rules. Formal protestations

and loud claptrap about the virtues of the law

" as a justification for the Kalawana mock drama
, may delude a few, but only a few. If the people
'of Sri Lanka lose faith in the parliamentary sys-
“tem, Kalawana will have a lot to do with it.

i ~ THE NEW YEA.R has dawned for Sri Lanka with a

" rush of intsresting visitors to the lsland. Dr. Shaik
Yamani from Saudi Arabia dropped in unexpactedly
fram out ‘of the blues—and confirmed that Sri Lanka
would get more cil and also aid. - A team to sigp an
agresment for the aid isin the island this week. But
"whatis of real significance is that petrol rationing has
begn postponed by 'a few months. “This is our New
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Year gift to motorists ', Mr. Wimaldsena, Chairman
of the Patroleum Corporation “had said. Tha sue-
cessful negotiations to purchase additional 720,000
tonnes of crude oil from Saudi Arabia was the reason
for continuing the splurge of oil that may soon drown
the economy of the island. i

The Minister of Finance and Planning, Mr. Ronnie
da Mel, has warned the country (as he has often been
doing in recant months) about the: dangers inherent
in theinereasing oil bill this country has to meet. Manik
de Silva in a report in the Sunday Observer of January 4,
1931 had stated, “Fiaayc: a4 Plajniag Miaister, Ronnie
de Mel who summoned the Sacrataries of all Miaistries
to an urgeat mesting on January | has told them that
this year's oil bill will gobble up a huge Rs. 11,500 mil-
lion, This sum, the Minister pointed olt, represested
3 42,6 per cent slice of the national budget and some
58 percent of the country’s export ‘earpings. ‘1981
wili be a very diffizult year for alf countiries. For us in
Sri Lanka it will be the most difficult year since inde-
peaence’, the Minister said in a candid expo:ition of the
economic difficulties the country faced. With further
OPEC increases in the air and a 18-percent price hike
alrerdy announced, the pressures the oil will exert
on the economy will be tremendous.

*Mr, de Mel ramarkad that the cost of oil imports
for this year alone exceeded the total budget of the
previous admipistration. The Government had baep
able to carry on the economic development program
and import oil and other essantials without a break
oaly because of Rs. 10,000 million foraien aid obtained
on the most concessional terms. ‘If the farzign aid
has not been available, we would have had to cut down
both on development and imports. The preseat cli-
mate for foreign aid is not bright,’ tha Miaister said, In
the perspective of this gloomy, economic picture, tha
Gaovernment has derided to appoipt all Secretaries of
Ministers as chief accountiag officers of their Migistries
$o that the strict fiaancial discipline required is rigidly
enforced......., :

“The Minister cailed upon all Secretaries to pre-
vent uanecessary expenditure and curtail waste which
still existed in many Government Departments and
Corporations. ‘If inflatien is not brought under control
this year, the whole progass.of bringing inflation under
control in the country will become much more difficult
in the future, he said. Mr. de Mal stressed that not-
withstanding the difficulties Sri Lanka had to press on
with its develcpmeiit programs® developing more, pro-
ducing more, exporting more and giving ‘maore em-
ployment to our people to better squip them to meet
the rise in the cost of living’.” Sri Lanka, he said, could

-not afford to cut down economic activity and cause

unemployment as soma:develaped ‘souptries are doing
today. Britian, he pointed out, wiil have 3 million
unemployed this year and minus growth rate. WWest
Germany. will have | million uhemployed, France 1.5
million and the US 3. miilion unemployed.”

In spite of these salutary warnings, most “of the elitist
groups, in this country, including parliamentarians, do

© not seem to be worried about the worsening  economic

2 -



nformation is that there is nosuch proposal.’

situation in the world and in this country. The daily
papers, with over 70% of their columns filled with adver-
tisements (mostly of consumer goods), do nat focus attention
on the economic realities confronting: the country, One
does not know when the vofcanu on which we are all sitting
will Elow up.

MINISTER RONNIE DE MEL added another feather
to his cap with his nagotiations with the Indian Fipance
Minister Vankataraman. The agreements on the new
line of credit and further ecopomic co-operation have
no doubt brought, India and Sri Lapnka closer. But
the mast important part of the visit was that the Indian
Mi zistar was comvinced that the stories that had been
circulated by certaipn foreign correspondents and papers
about Sri Lanka granting base facilities to the US were
incorrect.

The Ceylon Daily Mirror in a frcmtpage splash on
January 6, had reportzd: “Tha visiting ladiap Finance
Minister Mr. R. Venkataraman, has securely nailed
the lie to the story that caused quite a flutter In soma
capitals of the world that Sri Lanka was geared to pro-
vide rest and recreation facilities to American Naval
forcas stationed in the lndian Ocsan. Mr. Vepkatara-
ramap has told a select group of lndian Pressmen: -‘rMy

he
indian Minister was answering a question about the
widely reported proposal that America had sought
rest and recreation facilities in Sri Lanka for its service-

1

men in the Indian Ocean........ 3

it is unfortunate that certain foreign correspon-
dents, based in Calombo, citing nanamed “Wastern dip-
lomatic circles”, had dsspatched reports that Sri Lapka
had already leased Trinco to the US (under cover of a
refijery) but also permitted *‘rest and recreation faci-
litils’* to the US Navy. Tribune had for weeks endea-
voured to run these stories to earth, but had failed. We
were not able to find any basis for these stories.

It may be that csrtain western diplomatic circles
in Cslombo may hava wishfully entertained hopes that
the Sri Lankap government would give base and R/R
facilities to the US. It may also well be some Sri Lankan
tircles would like to tie up with the West by having
the US pavy in Trinco. Such inttentions may have floated
in the mind~ ot some people who may have even in-
dulged in some drawing room chit chat, but Tribune
has not besn able to discover apy concrete action to
translate these wishes. inte practice. And what is
even more significapt is that the Sei Lankans who may
entertain such dreams are not those whoare in a position
to do 2nything about implementing them. The Presi-
daat, tha Foraiga Minister and all responsible members
of the Governmant have at all tim=s maintained that
Sri Lanka will not grant any base facilities to any foreign
power.

Whether there will be any change in this matter

in the future is pot for us to say, but for the moment._

as the Ceylon Daily Mirror put it the “'Lie Has Been Nailed’

X X x

Bs

JOURNEY TO IND'A—B

The Afghan Lobby

3, P. Amarasinzam

As | mentioned in. my [ast piece, | was plagued
with telephone calls from a “spokasman™ of tha “Afghzn
people in exile™ no sooner | had ipstalled myselfin my
room. The first call had come withip two hours of
my arrival. | asked him for his name—he said that
it was not important until I agreed to meet him at a
place of his choice. He did not want to meet me in
the Lobby of Asoka Hotel where | was staying because
he said it was over-run with security men.

I told him that | hadn’t the time to go out for a
meal at some other hotel. “Don’t you, as a journalist.
want to kpow the real truth of the situationin Afghan-
istan?"" [ said | would like to know the truth, but he
could: either see me in my hotel or my room or he
could send me whatever literature or material he had
to enlighten me on the subject.

“That won't do”, he said, “there is so much to .
tell and | (and may be some friends of mine) wouldlike :

'to relate the stories first hand.”

1sald | hadn’t the time for this because | had come
to report on CHOGRM and attend apother Con-
ference.

“I know all that”, he said, “but .\}vouldn’t pecple
in Sri Lapka like to read first hand stories from real
Afghan refugees........ e

| told him I could meet him at my hotel for half
an hour ot so—no more and I could in that time elicit
all the information he could give me. | rapg off.

Within half an hour, he was op the line agaip. He
would prepare all the material and ‘stories, but he
would give them to m2 only in perssn—because there
were some matters which could be only conveyed in
person. “Can you meet me for an hour or twol" |
said, | couldn’t, and rang off.

He cams on again within fifteen minutes. “I
have a world scoop for you about the latast developments
in Kabyl........ . By this time, his Americar; drawl
with his Pushtu nasal twang was getting on my nerves.
I told him to give the scoop to Reuters to get a real
world: coverage and rang off a.bruptly

But that did not stop him. He came on once
more and this time | became réally rude. Then he
asked me “Are there no othar Sri Lankan jourpalicts
(not official media men) whom | can contact?” | ref-

‘errad him to the Sri Lapka High Commission

When | next heard his voice on the phone, | put
the phone down. This happened once more—and
| was rid of the pest. - .

‘The Afghan Lobby in Delhi . has for many months
made it the world propaganda: headquartersfor the anti-
Babrak Karmal government. . All stories were from

“trayellars" “diplomats” who “had recently arrived from

. Kabul—po names or credible: sgurces: were cited.

| o . TRIBUNE, Jiuary 10, 1981



A day or two'after | artived, a local paper, may be
the Times of India published a report sent from New
Delhi to the New York Times by its correspondent
Michael T. Kaufman. It threw a great deal of light:
YAmid widespread reports that the Soviet-backed
Afghan government is exploting old tribal vendetas to
divide Islamic -rebals, one insurgent leader today in
New Delhi told of violent fighting between his men
and other Islamic guerillas. The source, Mr. Moham-
med Amid  Wakman, the Secretary-Geperal of the
Afghan Social Democratic party, reported that on the
night of August 26,about 25 fighters from his groups were
attacked by rebel followers of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
who commands the fundamsantalist Hezbi Islami: Orga-
nisation. In a full night of shooting, 13 of his men and
32 of Hezbiforces were killed and Mr. Wakman arrived
here yesterday after spending two monthsin eastern
Afghapistan. Mr. Wakman, who claims to have more
than 5,000 men under arms and fizhting against Soviet
and Afghan forces, said his group has been isolated and
scorped by the more militant Moslems. *They call us
third-class communists, but we are all good Moslems
and we are also fighting the Russians.” He said that
his I5-year-old party is, however, committed to swzep-
ing progressive reforms such as land distribution and
education for wemen. ‘But we want to change through
democratic means, not through force,” he said. Because
of its policies the Party has been shunned and ostracised
by the six Islamic groups that have formed a loose rebel
alliance. In recent weeks, old suspicion has burst
into open warfare, which Mr. Wakman said may havs
been encouraged by Soviet-spopsored provocateurs
He said there are more than 30 groups fighting in Afg-
hanistan, rapging from outright brigands to tribal
militias to large group of zealous religious warriors.
‘if we cannot unite among ourselves, then how can we
fight a superpower’ said Mr. Wakman, adding that
the internecine conflict is surfacing in Pakistan, the
Pakistan border city where the major gueriila groups
have their bases. He said six members of hiz group
were recently kidnapped in the city and are being
held captive by another group........

A 1ew days laterithe Statesman published a Longon
Times report datelined Peshawar by Trevor Fishlock:
“The loose alliance of Afghan resistance groups with
headquarters in Peshawar has all but crumbled. There
is no prospect of any central leadership emerging in the
struggle against the Russians, or of any concerted effore,
The numerous bands of tribesmen in the hills are said
to carry on a war ofindependent brave, sporadic and
often futile actions. The only common thread is the
fervent wish that the Rusisans would leave. Beyond
that there'ls no joint purpose or sense of interdep-
endence: indeed, there is resistance to it. The ill-
equipped mujahidin (fighters in 2 ‘holy’ war) tenacious
and fearless as many of them are, are just as enmeshed
as the Russians who, given the pature of things in Afg
ghanistan are not likely everto eradicate the guerillas.
The Afghan groups in Peshawar are deeply divided by
other religious and ideological cutlock as well as by
family and tribal rivalries. Attempts to form a Govern
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ment in exile have failed, and an alliance between five-
of the groups is tenuous and likely to fragment. Lead-
ers of the 10 libaration fronts, parties and revolutionary
councils have rigid ideas about the Government and
socialsystem ip ap Afghanistan freed from the Russians,
but jzalousy and prejudice prevent them forging a com-
mon plan. This makes it harder for their movemert
to attract money and support. The mujahidin rely
to a great extent on captured Soviet weapons and ori-
ginals and copies of their favouriteLea-Enfield vintage'
rifle. Their constant demand is for modern wezpons
to attack tanks and helicopter gunships.

“It was only when people in Arab countries, es-
pecially Saudi Arabia told them to form ap organisation
as a conduit for money, that five of the Peshawar group
joined in a liberation alliance which at the Japuary
Islamic Conterence w2s able to present a paper upity.
But one of the most important groups, Hizhsi-l:dami
led by Mr. Guibuddin Hikmatyar would have nothing
to do with the alliapce. Mr. Gulbuddin is well-educated
and strong-minded and his group has a hardline [slamic
programme. He is intensely disliked by mapy of
the ouher leaders. A spokesman for his group said:
‘How can you expect us to join up with others who
are so different from us. Some of them would even
like the King to come back (King Zahir Shah was
overthrown in 1973), so how tould we upite with
them? We are the oldest of thepartiesand have besn
working for an Islamic State in Afghanistan since 1963,
Now we are the largest and control more mujahidin
than any group'. Clearly there could be little agreement
between Mr. Gulbuddin and two cther leaders, Mr.
Syed Gallanj and Mr. Sibghatulizh Mujaded: who Hoth
have large personal followings, are liberals znd have
the title of Pir, roughly the equivalent of ‘Saint.’ Mr.
Mujadedi was once 2 religious adviser to the King,
and Mr. Gallani is suspect in some eyes because he had
ties with the King. Both men are part of the alliance
but may have it and join the loyal lirga (Big Council)
set up by nationalists as a political body and headed
by Mr. Gallani’s nephew, Hassan. It is not a popular
organisation and has so far failed to get off the ground.
The expected departure of the two liberals would
haye three conservatives in the alliance, the groups

IN JAFFNA

FOR THE COVER this week we have resurrected
an old picture of typical scene from Jaffna. We
have done this to spotlight an article we publish
in this issue about the discovery of a megalithic
burial site at Annaikoddai in the Jaffna districe,
Dr. James T. Rutnam, the President of the Jaffna
Archaeological Society, has written an introductory
piece about this discovery. As we were not able
to get a suitable picture about the site, wa have
fallen back op a stock picture with an endless array
of palmyrah palms which are associated with Jafina,
Dr. Rutpam’s article merits attention as it opens
new visits to Sri Lanka’s proto-history.




headed by Mr. Mohammed Mohammadi Professor
Burhabuddin Rabbani, a sepior apnd scholarly figure
and Mr. Youpus Khalis a tough tribesman 'n= his sixzies
who spends much of his time fighting and whose group
is active on the road from Kabul to the Khyber.... ...,

“So the rebel groups will pursue essentially inde-
pendent paths, obtaining money, not through a com-
mon funnel but through the efforts of their envoys in
Wast ‘Asia........ There is no co-ordination of the
activities of more than 60 mujzhidin groups. Artacks
on special targets are sometimes arranged through
negotiation with tribal leaders. A guerilla group want-
ing to cross another tribal area will have to nagotiate,
or even pay a toll. In many cases arms are handed
out before an action and have to be returaed after it..
There is a romantic image of the Afghan tribesmen,
the fierce black-bearded, hawkeyed fighter, governed
by strict tribal codesin which hospitality and vengeance
have a stropg part. To some extent this is true. But
there is also another aspect. The tradition of banditry
is well established in Afghanistan and it is sometimes
difficult to draw a line between acts of war and the acts
of brigands. There is also the slippery nature of the
trutn about the war in Afghanistan. The mujahidip
and their supporters tell lies of handsome proportions,
reporting gresat suzcesses in their battles with the Rus
sians, with large numbers of enemy dead, helicopter
shot down and burnt-out tanks. Yet,incredible though
their claims are, and divided as they are, it seems un
likely that the guarillas will be beaten. I is partly a
matter of their fierce loyalties and fighting skills. But
more important, the idea of dafeat, like the concept
of upity, is not in their blood.” |

I had no mora calls from this Afghan refugee. The
Sri Lanka High Commission told me that they had given
this caller’ the name of 5. Piyasena from Lake House,
but in the rush of events with CHOGRM | never
* found out whether the Afghan Lobby got any where
with him.

\ {To Be Continued)

X X X
FILM FOCUS

Best In 1980

It could be said without any reservations that
1980 was a vintage year for Sinhala films. At least
ten of the releases moved away from the formula rut,

and captured the imagipation of audiences in a very'

positive. way. These were in alphabetical order,
Dandy Monara, Ganga Addara (celour), Hansa Vilgk,
Hewaneli Eda Minizsu, Karumakkarayo, Mayurige Kathawa,
Para Dige, Parithyaga {colour), Sinha Bahu and Uttu-
maneni, As the assessment for awards gets under
way in 1981, there is no doubt that these films would
vie for honours.  Of these films, at least three of

them— Hansa Vilak, Hewaneli Eda Minizs and Para Dige— -

veered more towards the artistic, and as always in such
creations, could not make their creative deviation

5

felt appreciably at the Box Office, while the rest did
not test orstease the tastes of average audiepces and
presented their themes with clarity and without the
artistic mood over-running their course. Thus it was
| believe, that Ganga Addara; gripped the people totally
while Hewaneli Eda Minizsy left them all at sea, cop-
fused and confounded. ;

I do not wish to dwell further on the qualitative
aspects of this Big Ten, as they were reviewed in detail
in this column for the benefit of Tribune readers and
leave the task to the respactive jurors whose task would
be an unenviable one this year. 1 would like to add,
however, that of this ten, the Gamini Fonseka ipspired
Uttumaneni and Mayurige Kathowa were at pains as in
Sarungale, whose praises continued to be sung as at the
Inter-Racial Festival for Harmony held at the Holy
Family Convent, Bambalapitiya, recently—to surface
the cankers of an antiquated social order, and visually
present the cures for them. Tos this extent, these
films shed a meaningful glow on thecine media, which
did get across to the people, messages, where mapy
sanctimonious sermons have failed to  accomplish.

Movying on, | wish to reproduce here in this con=
text a few lines of what a reputed film maker, Tarun
Majumdar of India, has to say on artistic films, which
he classifies as elitist creations, which prove unintel-
ligble to the majority of movie goers. As he continues,
and | would like to go with him a good part of the
way, he sates that “A fiim is essentially for an audience
What depresses me most in this regard, is the attitude
of some of the most gifted exponents of art films, who haye
made it public, that they are not concerned whether pecple
see their films. This is sheer hypocrisy and | would most
humbly ask them for whom qo they make films? Certainly
not for self consumption! This attitude of theirs, | strongly

LETTER
Sir,
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

In introducing the contents of a pamphlet,
published by the Apostelate of Christian Action
in California on the above Commandments in toto,
as a prelude to reviewing the relevapt film, it was
not My intention to tread on anyone’s toes—least
of all Father Claude R. Daly's. His chapter and
verse objections to ‘images’ ‘numbers' etc., should |
be therefore addressed to the source of this
pamphlet, instead of chasing shadows in this column.
There was absolutely no intention too, to kick up
any anti-ocumenical dust. My apologies too, to my
Christian comrades, who may have taken to the
“Commandments” | reproduced, in the spirit that
Fr. Claude has done. | hdpe however, there are
none! Besides | .am all for benevolence all around
‘the Christian world.

James N. Benedict,

108, Manning Place,
Colombo 6.
4.1.81

~-Correspondence on this sﬁbject is now closed—Ed.
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assert, is_the very negation of the basic objective of cinema,

which is communication.”” I might add that a finz com-
bination of art,clarity of prasentation, and basic realism
are the ingredients, if not the goals, which, our cine
creators should aspire to, and ‘this colump ‘is more
than certain, that 1981 will be stream with a worthwhile
crop of films, with these tenets in mind. VWe are already
on the right road, on which we have travelled a long
way, and cine perfection by popularand elevated norms
is not beyond us. ] :

MAYURIGE KATHAWA (Sinhalese): Both behind

and Ip front of the Camera, Gamini Fonseka straiped
with dedication, in this presentation, to surface a story
that cuts through some of the deplorable “grains”
that exist amapg our people with shades of hypocrisy
to protect certain dying normsand conservative customs,
that we would very well do without. To get down
to this earthy story, which keeps one absorbed through-
out, a young and attractive wife (Veena layakody)
is tragically bereft of her rather buoyant and aleoholic
husband (Tony Ranasinghe), andleft a widow in her
green years, with three school going children to tend
-and love, through the vacuum that had been suddenly
sprung on her. Into this empty space strolls in a
friend (Gamini Fonseka), rather mature in years, having
sacrificed them to settle his sisters in marriage. A
mother in law (Shanti Lekha) who does not understand
ar forgive ea.ily, plays into 2n inquisi.ive ard ruihless
society, personified brutally by a thug (Somi Ratnayake)
who is well oiled by the former to kesp the widow
and the bachelor apart—after haviig besn drawn to
each o.her by a bond of siacerity duriig their working
“hours. The children are used as innocent pawns to
help in the treacherous plot to keep the couple apart.
Hoverng like a hawk, Somi played the villuin to per-
fection, while Shanti Lekha gave ap award-worthy
performapte. Gamini, Veena and the former's son
Dhamich, did.just what was expected of them to keep
the story on an even keel, while Tony and Iranganie
Sera.inghe as Gamini’s mother twinkled brightly and
bricfly, before leaving the “spotlight’’. The film ic
directed towards indicating the plight apnd turmoils
of young widows similarly placed and surfacing the
sacrifices that tax young men of their “lot"” when born
among many sisters that moor them through the rcots
of their hearth and homes through the years. A family
film that ends in-a furious climax of rightenousness
that rules at eurains, to peel off the scales that blind
many of us often: Do not miss this excellent film.
NINAITHALE INNIKKUM (Tamil): Reputed
Director, K. Balachandar scours uncharacteristic ter
rain, and with the two raging young stars of South India,
Kamalahasan and Rajani Kanth, has produced this musical
which packs pearly a doz:p baity songs, whilé touring
Singapore, as in Ore Vaanum, Ore Bhoomi style which
conceptrated on America. The “yours lovipgly’”
troupe is led by Kamalahasan into the “Boom Town'
Where every prospect pleases and only petty political
perks and litter are held vile. The cleanliness of Sipga-
pore and the”housing complexes that dot all around
are taken in by the camera in beautiful colour.” A thin
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staty twines around the film which also introduces the
vivacious startlet Jayapradha, whom leukaemia claims
in the end. The film is geared for the modern genera-

tion and for those who would like to takein meptally
and visually the success story of Singapore under Prime
Minister Lee Kwan Yew. It is also-a travelogue that

‘pleases to stimulating music—so why not stride into

it for an evening’s light entertasinment. !
James N. Benedict.

- |
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—Scribblings On Uva Villages
The Pesticide Pest

by Gamiya /

“You can call me Tillekaratne. | live in Wellawaya
and” have been living and working for a long time.
I fell for all the advertisements and worked hard to
get into a pasticide—weedicide—fungicide scheme,
but now | find it waz simple suicide. See what has
happened to me: my feet are swollen. A few days
ago, | went with my buffaloes to plough in Slyaneris'
small | 12 acre plot, and | did it well, but by evening
my feet had sweiled up very badly. | happened to
walk over a nidikumba grove (mimcsa pudica)
and soon, suppuration set in and my feet, as you see
here, are more swollen than ever, more painful and |
con hardly stand. | went to see a doctor and he
said it was due to pesticide-weedicide-filled soil. |
too thought so. | then went to the focal ayurvedic
physician and he said the same. He advised me to
wash my feet three times a doy with delun feaves,
siyambala leaves and kohomba leaves (pomegranate,
tamarind and margosa) and now | feed a little better,
but what a sad sight to see those who suffer in silence
after having gone through their fields with or without
buffaloes: | feel those who advise to use these tragic
pesticides are the worst buffaloes”.. ..

So said Tillekeratne of the swollen feet about the
agricultural officers of the swollen head! Why, Gamiya
has even met an agricultural officer who has built up,
all by himself, a big name ip the area (the people think
differently), who said: "I know pesticide is bad and
dangerous for the farmer and his field, but what is to
be done, that’s 'my job. 1 have to push it, or, else go
home.” - !

Of what good is growth, if it is only economic
or political growth? Isn't the struggle we are engaged

in, on behalf of Man, and on behalf of the full man or -

total man, i.e. economic and social, and political, and
cultural and religious man? Or is dharmista going to:
be relegated to “Raligion” only! Today, many govern-
meats have overriding commitments to economic growth
and so, they would give up effective protection of the”
environment. i 7



Even our governmsnt. for all its promises to uplift

the whola man,’ts now pledged to satisfy anot-so-small
group of capital

‘prone, profi-maximizing individials
who consider growth in their ‘best interests, and all
this in the pame of huinan rights, development, pro-
grass but the feet still get swollen, more purses still
get emptied, the' small-holdsr-still sells out, the cut:
throat competition still gees on, the richer widening
thair empires 21d the poor éternally paying bankloans:
because their fislds:is ‘small;, their hopes smaller.

Tilleksratne, the tiller is getting his feet swollen
again, and he is not so knowledgeable. He hasn’t read
this:

“The Green revolution iz making the third world more
dependent on the USA, ezpacially on the already power-
ful American corparations such as those controlled
by Ford and Rockafeller intsrests. The control over
food and hunger is a new form of imperialism"
Moving Toward a Naw Society, Gowan, Lakey,
Mayor, Taylor, 1976, p.44)

To share this with him, is & part of education, a

part of killing avijja (ignorance) by prajna (wisdom).

Ocherwise, where is dharmistal ‘
.D_ o o
LETTERS

Disfranchisement
Sir, ; /

The caption above may sesem strange, Sir, may
even cause annoyance to some of your readers accus-
tomad as thay ars to what apparently to some others
is a licentious daparture from established terminology.
Even Sirimavoe’s script-writer admirable in many res-
pacts us2s diseafragchisemant which the ex-Premier
herself ever mzticulously observant of dictionary norms,
would brusqusly repudiate if appraised of its spurious
existence. : :

The O.E.D, whichin Baldwin's words is “the nearest
approach to ipfallibility en this side of Rome", gives
it no currency. Andthe O.E.D. is generally admitted
to be the Eaglish counterpart of Richelieu’s creation,
the statutorily established French Academy.

What howaver is passing strange is that the Ches-
tertonian Editor of the Tribune, himself so finical and
fastidious in such matters, should have passed in muster’
this strange phenomanon lurking in the serried columps
of the Tribune, a newsweskly editorially far above
contemporary ‘journals in elegance of diction and ap-
propriataness of idiomatic expression. Parallels may
be adduced in support. of the chopping dis-en-fran-
chisement but the erratic ger.ius of the English Language
kriows no restricting bounds of analogy or termipology.
Free as the mountain air it moves uncontrolled and
uncontrollable. : : ?

Mathew: Arnold = refers to the repetitious use
of diocess for diocese by the London Times, a journal
so' much now.in the news, with no warrant however
for such licentiousness in either orthography or ‘ety-
mology.  Disenfranchisement is not, whatever else
it might be, an orthographical antic: however much

7

'

its genesis might conform to observed patterns of
word structure, it |s nevertheless a noticéable departure

from entrenched tetminology. The Times eventually.

returped to, remarks Mathew Arncld,
adopted the ordinary spelling. ;
There is no such thing as a small thing in * such
matters. Mot every opne may take his own way: that
is the preserve and prerogative of genjus undeniable

or . rather

‘which when it speaks transgressing the bounds ofac-

cepted usage, is itself creative of fresh idiom to pass
thereafter into current usage unchallenged and un -
challengeable, , Critics may rave and pedagogues fret
and fume; but the native eccentricity of the English
tongue has to be honoured and adhered to without
meaningful demur in the interests inseparable of both
upiformity apd iptelligibility. :

; E. Seemanpillai

Mylambaveli.
06 December 1980 .
’ o =] o]
Poultry Farming
Sir,

I am a sm=1] pou'try farmer, | take this opportuqity

to write to you seeking your assistance to expose,

zhiough the media of your much respected lournail,
the Tribune, the utter chaos, incompetence, inefficiency
and may be even corruption that subsists in The Qils
and Fats Corporation.

Among other projects, Poultry Farming was en-
couraged at the outset by the present UNP Govern-
ment to help the Middle classes and the poor ac a means
of countering unemployment and inflation and the high
cost of living. For this purpose bank loans were and
are still readily available. Many of us have taken bank
loans to run these projects such as Poultry Farming.
Mr. Thendaman when he took office as Minister ep-
couraged such projectsas Dairy Farming and Poultry
Farming- - . :

From about a year ago there was a great shortage
of poultry food. Then the Qils and Fats Corporation
started a Permit System. Then a few months ago ap .
advertisement appeared in the newspapers of the Qils
and Fats Corporation calling all Poultry Farmerstofor
ward to the Corporation a prescribed form duly filled
up. Some of the cages to be filled up required thé-
farmer to state the number of layers he had in hisfarmer
the number of eggs per day produced and strapgely
the names of the places where the eggs are sold. About
two months later came the nuclear missile from the
Corporation to exterminate forall time the Smal] Farm
who subsisted on loans. The prices of poultry food
spiralled exceeding more than 509%. This price hika,
sudden as it camg, wasunreasonable, unconscionable’
and unnecessary. The price of a 25 kilo bag of Custo-
mix which was Rs. 41{25 shot up to Rs. 67/—, Growers
Mash shot up from Rs. 43— to Rs. 72—per kilo bag.
The paradox of it all is that before the price hike the
price of an egg we sold was about 65-70 cents. After

.rhe Pricgi hike the _pril_:e of an egg fgll ¢o 55 and 60 cts.
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- &nd the market was suddenty flooded with egg. $mali
farmers like myself have to shutjup shop, but the rich
farmer flourishes. Though poultry food is not available
freely in long esteblished Forage shops, it is free avai-
lable in certain favoured shops.

You will be doing a great ssrvice by all Small Poultry
farmers in thiscountry if you are ableby the media of
the Tribune to spotlight the unfortunate fate of the
Small Poultry Farmer who ‘has been brought to his
very knees, and compel the Oils and Fats Corporation
to reduce the price of poultry foods. Even if the price

' of eggs rises in the next few months to even a rupee
or more, then what happens to the Consumer who is
not rich enough to buy mutton, beef or fish and relies
on eggs? Who will be able to buy an egg for one
rupee! The majority of the people of the country
capnot do so, Then the fate of the Consumer is at
Stake. ' Chandra Kodituwakku.
12, Watarapoluwa, }
Housing Scheme,
Kandy.

Editor’s note :

A perenpial problem is that of adequate amount
of poultry feed. Each consecutive government has
totally neglected this important aspect and the palicy
of the Mipistry has seemingly taken a similarly dis-
interested view of the overall picture. Tribune under-
stands however that the present management of the
Qiland Fats Corporation has increased the production
of feed substantially but at the expense of quality. The
increase in livestack feed is still far below current
requirements and the appeal exhorting dairy, poultry
and pig farmers to produce more is as futile as the permit
system now reportedly ip force. Tribuneinquiries too
as to the purpose of the ad.ertisement and what arose
from the replies reveals that it was another meaningless
exercise to divert attention from the root cause of the
problem? Now prices of fead have gone up, supplies
remain inadequate, the black marketeer flourishes,
the farmer suffers and the government loses more
votes, Ope thing is certain—the rural youth whko
sought village poultry/egg production as an alternative
to streaming to the urban sector for employment,,
will now neither have the opportunity to eke out a
living at home and will hardly be ip a position to pay
bus fares to seek urban and FTZ employement. The
purpose of bank__credfts to smail farmers in these cir-
cumstances calls for no comment. As for the marketing
of farm produce Tribune does not wish to emphasise
the obvious.

Nuisance
Sir, .

I would be grateful if you would publish the fol-
lowing on your “Letters” page.

Under what mistaken action of public-spiritedness
have the authorities in Kandy permitted for the past
two months the loudspeaker broadeaast of pirith fer
twenty minutes every morning at 5 a.m.? It can be
heard op the hillside where we live, more: than one
mile from the market square. .
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“If the object is simply to awaken and mabiiise the
populace, a bull-horn or siren, essential features of
concentration camps and prisons. would be more effec- -
tive and appropriate. The use of a scratchy, poorly-
recorded, distortedly amplified tape cassette, operated .
apparently by a child who randomly and repeatedly
twiddles the dials from high to low volume and’ back
again, only reinforces one’s suspicion that the purpose
is not edification but public coercion and puisance.

Few sounds are more beautiful, putting one in mind
of *higher things’ than unamplified pirith chanted in its
naturdl context of pirivenas or' private almsgiving.
In the present circumstances, however, what it gaiped
by this public annoyance is only further evidence of
the vulgarisation and trivialisation of Buddhism in
Ceylon.

Civilised countries promote regulations that res-
pect their citizens' physical and mental privacy. Pirith
should be the expression of religious sentiment, not of
personal or sectarian power. The pefpetrators of this
barbarism, are one hopes, reaping large quantities of pe-
gative merit, and in their next lives may be found whete
they really belong, broadcasting at earspiisting volume
the virtuss and rewards of the National Lotterieg.

Provoked Residunt
Kandy.

12.12.80

Rent Act.
Sir, !

The recent piece of legislation amending the Rent
Act to “One House Owners” will definitely cause
untold hardship to long standing tenants who fall into
the category of over Rs. 100/- rentals per mcnth. Most
of the middle class and low income groups pay renpts
ranging from Rs. 150/- to Rs. 175/ per month. Every-
body today is fully aware of the extreme difficulty in
obtaining alternative accommodation and if at all one
is successful in obtaining one it will be at a faptastic
rent and a large sum as Advance which these twoincome
groups can ill-afford and ag a result thousands of families
will be rendered homeless and be compelled to be on
the streets,

May | suggest these three facts to be copsidered
in the Amendment to the Rept Act to “One House
Owners”’. To qualify as 2 “Genuine One House owner
and obtain relief as indicated in the Amepdment, a
Landlord should be the owner of a single House for at
least a period of 5 years prior to the date of the Amend-
ment. A Landlord who has recently become a “Ope
House Owner” by way of transfer, purchase or gift
should go through the normal Law to evict his tenant.
The new Amendment to the Act be made for houses
whose rental is Rs. 200/- and gover.

‘I trust this letter will catch the eye of our energetic
and sympathetic Prime Minister who is also the Minister:
of Housing & Construction and he will consider making
certain amendments to this piece of legislation before

‘it blecomes Law and thousands are left roofless:

— TENANT —
Colombo 6. -
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‘Of Buffaloes & Men
By Bwana Rafiki :

On our estate we uge buffaloes to draw a double
bullock cart. It was training the first buffaloes to
draw the cart that was an almost insuperable problem,
For months we were held up for lack of men who would
do it. When we had the men we made severa] false
starts. It was enly when | had declared my intention
to sell the buffaloes that we really got started. One
of the two buffaloes was a wild one. and he had been
aptly named Walimbe, the Yeddah name for that wild
peak, Friar’s Hood. The other buffalo was more placid
and was called Nuwaragallo afrer that once inhabited
hill in Veddah country. Nuwaragalla is still with us.

As | said, it was when | was about to get rid of
the buffaloes that the man who had already made some
ineffectual starts at training them came to me and said,
“Come, | am going to train them’’. This time they were
yoked to the cart without more ado, but one at a time
with one of our cart bulls. The day I started writing
this week’s article a new carter who said he had worked
with buffaloes before he came here had hig arm caught
between a buffaloe and a post in the cart shed while
unyoking buffaloes and opened his forearm which
required stitching, He returned from hospital the
next morning, which was yesterday. The day follow-
ing the accident the regular carter refused to hapdle
the buffaloes which had been in the fracag and | had to
get the two yoked with the aid of 2 watcher, my superin-
tendent, the regular support man when the buffaloes
draw the cart apd the stockman.

That night I caught a bus at Colpetty at [2.30 a.m.
for Galle. 1 had a back szeat and was able to stretch
put my legs with my bag beside me and secured with
its strap round my neck and slept all the way. At
Galle there was a delay of an hour before | got 2 bus
to Matara where | arrived at 4.30 a.m. again sleeping
the way through. |found that the man | had come to
see was in India, In charge of the house washis Sip-
halese brother who was his image and had his voice
and | changed into a sarong and slept for two hours.
Then | got a bus back to Colombo and stood all the
way to about Wellawatte. | caught the last bus from
Colembao to the estate where by the dint of alittle exer-
tion | was able to get to bea by |l p.m. In my round
the cattle | found the bull shed had collapsed
in my absence. The bull was out.

. The pext morning passed quickly epough at my
desk in Colombo, all estate work, and two estates to
look after now. There were cheques to sign by both
owners, papers to file, letters to be written, 2ll to do
with the estate. My desk was a mess of papers, but
it was tidiness itself when | finished. | think ! must
be a slow worker. The time spent at my work goes
very quickly, often an hour in five minutes, so to speak.
Then there was the regular business of getting to the
estate as always by the skin of my teeth, but | haye
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anticipated events, | find. This comes of being a day
late in writing this. Next, | was hopelessly late where
| wanted to go, but my faith and persistence were re-
warded. ;

What follows next takes an unusual turn. | was
out for a run and as was my wont | visited an artist
friend whose house overlooks the place where | run.
He was putting the final touches to a large partrait.
My friend asked me if | recognized the man. It was a
magnificient portrait and the face looked familiar, but
| could not place this very young looking face. 1 was
told his name and sti]l | could not place him. He was a
boy | was told who used to do exercises on parallel
bars while I had my runs. My rups are infrequent.
However, it transpired that it was the young man who
lived in the house virtually behind my friend’s, and |
vigited his home where his dead body was laid out 2
few minutes later. He had been knifed in a fight.

The last day of this week's Nguvu was spent in
Colombo and in coming down to Colombo | slept all
the way and after a late lupch | slept again. Then |
went out to buy birthday presents for two relatives
abroad and apother birthday presept for the relation
who wag carrying them, all dictated by weight, two
ties and a handkerchief. Then it-was the Lionel Wendt
the second time for that particular show made possible
by its being put on again for three days. The first half
was brillant, near perfection itself, but the second half
did not reach that standard. Perhaps the first haif
of the show had taken it out of everyone including the
producer of the musical, In this respect | think we
Ceylonese lack staying power, even in boat racing
as it has been proved. :

# * *

INSIDE IRAN TODAY — |

Introducto ry

By Nikil Chakravartty

. The author went to lran in August 1980 for ap op- |
|the-spot upderstapding of the extraordinary deve-
l lopment in that country. He stayed there for four

weeks. On his return, he wrote a series of articles
for different journals including Times of India, Indian
Express, Ananda Bozar Patrike, Mathrubhoemi ahd
Hiustrated Weekly of India and also for PTI Fearures.
This Special Report is a complete piece out of all
these contributions to different papers. Though
six mopths have Zone by, this Spezial Report in
five parts will give a perceptive insight into present
day lIrap.

Sy T

it it i) e 1

THE MORNING SUN was not strong but the chaos
that prevailed in the crowded customs counpter at
Teheran’s well-laid=out Mehrabad airport was over
powering. - Fortunately for. me, a couple of illustrated
brochures on new lIran carrying Imam Khomeini’s
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portraitin my sultcase pleased tha lady inspecting the
baggage and | was let off earlier than | had expected.
From the walls of the airport building, the father figure
of the Imam looks down upon the passengers, quite 2
few of whom are Indians working in hospitals as nurses
or doctors in the dzep interior or technicians working
in half-fiaished plants. One poster attracted me more
than other—of a mosque iy silhoutte with clenched
fists and an upraised bayonet symbolic of the new temper
of tha Ravolution in the name of Islam,

This concept of the Islamic Revolution is precisely
what took me to Teheran: the curiosity to know what
sticred the millions in the Shahenshan's empire of
glitter and gold, how the fourteen-century old call of
Islam could be the motive-force behind a twentisth-
cantury revolution. The presence of the Revelution

- could be felt as | was driven by a very friendly and
highly intelligent IFS officer barely thirty years old, In
a city with a totally Wastern get-up—unending streams
of fast-moving cars with brand names familiar in
any European city Datsun, Peugot, Impala, Mercedes,
Dodge—with Paykan (the British Hillmap assembled
not mapufactured, in lran) domipating. And as you
lock around you see the street names drastically
changed—the longest avenue, the very artery of Tehran,
changed from Avenue Pahlavi to Avenue Mossadeg,
Raza Shah changed to Inquilab, the Boulevard is divested
of its prefix hojouring Elizabeth 1l: Roosevelt, Eiser-
hawer all packed off alopg with the fleeing Shah’s enor-
mous baggage.

There is a new air of freedom, of relaxation, hardly
anytaasionin this lovelycity of Teheran, grown in the
lap of Elbruz Mouptain, snow-capped in winter but
now wrapped in the autumn haze with the pollution
of a million strong 2utomobiles and a refinery, re-
started in the neighbourhood. This city of Chipar
tress lining every road, with green patches nurtured
with tender care by every housaholder is a living test-
ament to the progress of affluence in this poverty-
Iafasted couptry. Perhaps two-thirds of its area, the
abode of those made rich and super-rich, came up with
the oil boom since 1973-74 going up to the hill-side,
wiile the indescribable squalor of primitive slums, is
kept away from view in the southern fringe of the
city, bringing out more than any other city in the world,
.the stark coptrast between the two worlds of the
Rich and the Poor—the rich enjoyed and got soaked
in the dspravity of the Pahlavi's false grandeur, while
the poor looked up to the mosque, their oply haven
whey all other political dissent was brutally suppressed
by the Shah’s ClA-trained terror police, the Savak.
A VERY DEAR FRIEND when | left Delhi, asked me
to find out why Iran’s revolutionaries were chopping
off heads, a natural response to whatever came out over
the mediain our country. Whan | put this question
to peaple aroundin Teheran—whether a hotel acquiap-
tance, 2 friepdly face at the restaurant or the more
serious-mipded in the National Guidance—the buik of
them had the same apswer: the Amnesty [nter-
national has counted 1200 executions since the Revolu-
tion; did they not know that in one single week pre-
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ceding Imam Khomsini's banishment from the country
in lupe 1964, over 15 thousand of his faithiul flock had
bzen shot dead by the Shah? Does not  the world
remambar that on September 8, 1978—only two years
ago—the Shah’s troops surrcupded a crowd of twenty
thousand in ope strest square iy east Tehrap and moved

.dowg four thousand uparmzd men and women apd

children by mashine-gun fire from all sides and heli-
copters shooting them down from above! It was a
migaumsize Jailanwala Bagh, oaly General Dyer did
not have a helicopter: Today, this square is called
Mazydap-e-Sahoda, the Square of the Martyrs.

A little outside the city thare stands Behist Zahra
Cemetry, whzre is parsojified martyrdom, thousands
upon thousands of them lie there, with sobbing relatives
sitting wich the portraits of tha dead, young fages—
the flowers that gave thair life-blood to end the satanic
rute. lt is a natiopal pligrimage which can move mil-
lions all ever the world—oply if they kpew the saga of
thase revolutionariss standing up to the brutalities
parpetrated by the Shah's Savak. There is the: grave.
of Aatollah Talegani, oae of the towering personalities
of the irasian Revelu:ion: he died last yeor after seeing
the coasummation of his dream, the ekit of the hated
Shah ajd his entourage. This respected leader dafied
the worst tortures of the Savak—his own daughter
raped by the brutesip his presesce; himself forced to
drink urine in the Ramzan, When they waihed his
body after his death, his mourpers saw Brapded on
his body, Savak’s ipscriptiep.. “Long Live Shah”—
which nobody knew when he was alive. At his grave
peoole go, men and women, with flowers agd - tears.
THE ROAD WHERE | STAYED ig 2 hotel'is now re-
namad Avenue Talegani replacizg the old name Talht-
e-Jamshid (the Throne of the ancient Parsian king
lamshid). Fiftesp minutes’ walk down this broad avenue
brings you to the extensive American Embassy com-
pound, now barbed wired apnd sand-bagged by student
militants with rifles on guard duty. Here was the
hub of the Amar,can everlord, now taken  over by
the sons of the Revolution. Thisis not a rowdy crowd
you find when you talk to these earpest youpgsters:
for them, more thapn diplomatic immugities what
matters is tha nation’s seif-respect, the anger of inde-

endent lrap at finding their bloody executioner of
yesterday being feted by his American bosses.

Will the hostages be released? Ask the man
in President’s Rasidance or the crowdad Majlis building
of the sombre-looking dignitariesin the Supreme Court:
and you face the counter question what about returning
the Shah's gold and the froz:n naticpal assets of lrap?
What about uttering one word of regret for all the
crimes committed by the Shah upder the American
aggis! Today pobody in Teheran says hostages would
not be raleased, but they ask ip exchange what they
g2nuinely believe—and the world has to concede—is
the rightful dues of the Iranian people. i

From Waestern sources, | could learn that the
entire brood of the Pahlavis owe their country about
17 biilien dollars which they carted away from Iran:
the former Shah had kept aside for himself ope billion
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worth of assats abroad. The Governor of the Central
Bank of Iran, however, claims that the Shah’s look
would coms up to 32 billion dollars. The aircraft by
which he flad out of lran cost 115 million dellars; its
gold fittiags—which intluded a solid gold tolijet, cistern,
flush, faucet and ba.ig—are ‘worth two miliion dollars.
Obscene vulgarity indeed. !

Out of the shop windows., whether it is the pastry
shop—where you gat dalicious jilebis—or the dress-
makars or the chemists or the booksellers, you can’t
miss the prasence of Imam Khomazini's portrait, large
or sml]. At places you come across the bespectacled
intallectual face of Talegani. The chain of ' Kentucky
Friad Cnicken restaurants has at places dropped Ken-
tucky—another sign of anti-Americanism that pervades
in Tehran today—a sort of catharsis after the Shah’s
seryile days. The cinemas showing semi-blue Western
mavis, the discothequas and the dance halls are all
closed—some with marks of their having been burnt
dowp in the turmoil of the week of the ravolution less
than two years ago; others just walled up.

IN THE MIDST OF THIS FERVID PROTEST against
anything Americap, one is baffled by the sight of the
very sama shops stacked with imported goods, the
Amzrican or Japanese camera, Dlelena Rubinstein or
Chanel perfumes, ;the latest issue of Herald Tribune,
the plastic milk pack or the packet of Nascafe,
and paper napkins, everywhere—aven in a taxi—an
entire city culture made a prisoner of Amzrican pres-
‘ence, the happy huating ground of multinationals.
Wazn | interviawad Prasidsnt Bani Sadr he repeatedly
emanasised the dependant character of lrap's economy
and naturally the Amarican economic blockade has
bean playing havec in it. Today most of these goods
from the Wast come from either the Gulf ports or
via Yiesana as Austria has not Joined the American block-
ade against lran,

The stand-still state of the economy <an be measured
evern from the huadreds of idle cranes that not the sky-
line not oaly of Tehran but other Iranian cities as well.
Tha Ceatral Bank of Iran has estimated that one-third
of the couatry’s total work forcz of nine million people,
are without jobs. By all yardsticks, an uncertain eco-
nomic situation. Inflation ruas high, while the new
regime has yet to evolve 2 clear-cut ecopomic policy.
The Imam has of course issuad his directive to the Gov-
ernmzat that “the walfare of the mostaz:fin (dispos-
sessed” must be guaranteed.

| heard from 2 rasearch scholar that =5 early as
1951-62, assets of 361 US firms operating in Iran stoed
at 50 million dollars; out of these 100 big ones earned
over 30 percept of the total profits of all industrial
entarprises in Iran. The process was accelefated in
later years, Some more figures were more startling.
In 197475, four million dollars were spent by Iran on
consumar goods imported from US. Ten Billion dollars
wera spent on arms purchase from US and eight billion
dollars ware paid in salaries to 40 thousand American
military advisers in Iran (each got ope lakh dollars a
year).

The stunning figures were that out of 104 billion
dollars earned by Irap from oil revenue between 1974
and 1978, as much as 78 billion dollars were spent cn
imports in the same peried, the bulk from USA.

This apomaly between the euphoria on beirg
freed from Amearican dominatien and the helpless
attachmant to the western way of life, bripgs out the
bigegest contradiction that faces the Irapian patriot
today. There is hardly apything that Iran can produce
on her owni it is a grotesque example of a one-commo-
dity economy—oil. Everything else from luxury
goods to necessaries—were spent out of the money
mada og oil. To thisis to be added the bill for the
huge arsenal that the Shah built. | got a glimpse of it
when | went to Isfahan: along the airport rupway, |
saw miles and miles of helicopters rusting in the open,
and | remembered a friend telling me that the Bell
Halicopter enterprise had a base there, and the American
enginears imported even their comfort girls from South
Viztnam or the Philippines: despoiling this majestic
city of Shah Abbas. i
IN THEIR EATING HABITS, the average lranian could
not bz totally denationalised. He loves his nan and
he takas rice, d:licious Persian rice with lots of butter,
a piece of meat, a kabob but very little of spice. Heis
fond of sweets and his favourite ice cream is extra-
swaet, It is a treat to watch non being made in the
open bakery at the street corner, how the sweating
yoagster kaeads it and the elder one skilfully puts
it iqg the ovei—four qualities of them—and takes it
out, and the queus waits at the right hour to take it
home, hot and soft. In a health survey paper, |
found that thazaverage lraniapn diet though falling short
of tha dasirable by many points, exceeds by 150 grames
in the cojsumption of wheat—thanks to the nan.

And they take fruits in plenty—melons, peaches,
plums and apples; and at every get-together there is
the plataful of salted pistachio and almond to munch.

Thzy all drink tea—without milk but mouthful
of sugar, in dainty cups. Under the Islamic Revolu-
tion, the beer shops that dotted Tehran streets have
zll closed dowr, no alcohel even in hotel rooms and
even the diplomatic corps is struggling hard to get
the alcohol import permit; YWould Morarji have been
happy in the Iran of today, | wonder since there is no
Hinduja to halp Kanti. Leaving behind only a sign
board, tha Hindujas are not to be seen, since their
patron saint, the Shehanshah is gone.

Iran with all the glamour of Tehran and the grandeur
of Isfahan, the scholarship of Shiraz, or the oil wealth
of Abadan and the chic Caspian resorts (no mixed
bathing any more), the real Iran where more than eight
per cent of har citizensliveis to be found in the poverty-
ridden villages. Rich peasants, numbering 17 per cepnt
‘hold 45 per cent of land, middle peasapts copstituting
3% perceat of the village population have just about

29 per cent of land; and poor peasants, 43 percent of

the population with less than five percent of land.
Side by side, there were huge estates held by the big
shots in the Shah's court: a survey in two districts alope
showed the Commander-in-Chief Amjadi, among others,
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had 400 hectares plus a garden of three hectares
Another Geperal had 200 hectares,
hectares, a small fry Pahlavi 1750 hectares, and so on
goes thelist of ghastly exploitation. The survey showed
that 55 percent of loans taken by the peasants was for
their own livelihood and 91 per cent could not meet
the cost of farm production.

Much is made of the Shah’s White Revolution and
thare are “experts'’” who still think that had fran not
got messed up in political turmoil, much good would
have come out of it. In a paper presented at the Inter-
national Conference on American Interventions in Iran
held in Tehran last lune, Dr. Kazem Rajavi, formerly
Professor of Political Science at Geneva University,
exposed the hollowness of this claim and the loot cor-
nered by the American firms from lIran’s countryside;
it is worth quoting a passage from the paper | picked
up in Tehran:

“The land reforms that aimed at industrialising

agriculture, didn't take any positive action to exploit
the arable land, and, as a result, 80 percent of such
land remained unutilised. It is strange that as per
official figures, released by the former regime, indige
nous productive units were economically more fruitful
than mechanised agricultural units. The former Pahlavi
regime invited the US firms to make investments in
Iran by grarting privileges to them such as exeamption
from taxes and customs duty, and by undertaking to
bear up to 50 per cent of the investment expenditure,
and payment of 60 per cent of the expenses incurred
on levelling of land. Qut of 2 total of 40,000 hectares
of agricultural land brought by the lranian Govern-
ment from poor farmers and put at disposal of the US
firms, only [8000. hectares were cultivated by them
This happened at a time when such firms had received
two billion dellars in aid from the Government during
1974-75. If the figure of 355 million dollars, wasted
by the US firms on account of non-utilisation of 20,000
hectares of farmland allotted to them in 1974 and 1975,
is added to the above, then we would be able to have
an idea of the destructive role played by these firms
in the Iranian agriculture.”
Until 1965, Iran wassurplus in food grains and to export
rice. But the large-scale importing of American wheat
ruined the small peasants, many of whom jobless trdeaked
to the city.

No wonder that in this world of stark impoverish-
ment, the Iranian peasant had turped to the clergy for
usscour. The mosque pointed not only the way to heaven
but the clergy (who drew his livelihood from the contri-
butions from the faithful) offered him hope and the
strangth to resist grinding injustice. Herein lies the
secret of Ayatollah Khomeini's success and his emer-
ge.ce as the great imam of the Revolution. (Incidentally,
itis a sacrilege if he is called the Twelfth lmam, Mehdi,
for whom the Shiites the world over are waiting, the
Imam who disappeared and is expected to return when
the world would be rid of ipjustice and inequity).

IT IS NOT EASY far the clerics to enforce the Islamic
order of society. In this context, | noted how the
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storm over chador blew. Chador is not a burga, it is
more like our chaddar covering the woman's head and
the upper part of her body. Even under the Pahiavis,
the chador was universally used in the villages. In the
cities, the Western mode was introduced with such
vehemence that the Iranian male or female could hardly
be distinguished from a European. In thenatiopalist
upsurge against Western domination, that the Ayatollah
led, they tried to populdrise the chador; when they
tried to enforce it there was resistance from the city-
bred.” The present Government regulation is confined
to women employees in Government offices being
asked to keep their heads covered with at least a scarf
even if they do not wear a full-scale chador. During
this controversy last year, | was told,Ayatollah Taleghani
quoted with approval the example of “Khanoum®
Indira Gandhi's sari and her practice of keeping her
head covered.

It is not that the role of women is ignored or de -
valued under the present dispensation.  Throughout
the Revolution women fought the Shah's regime side
by side with men. saw a huge mass rally on the Jaru-
salem Day in which the most striking feature was the
active participation of a large number of women. Yet
as part of the adherence to the lslamic law, 4he new
Islamic Constitution has gone back on many of the gains
won by women in the past, such as the right of divorce
and abolition of multiple marriages.

—Mainstream, 11. 10, 80

To be Continued
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CUBA AND AFRICA — I

Introductory

By Robin Hallett

Cuba celebrated its 2 Ist anniversary on January .’
We publish in three parts an article which
-appeared in the Bulletin' of the South African
Institute of International affairs. Vol. 4 No. 2
1980.

This article is an attempt by one who has never
been to Cuba and is never likely to go there, to see
what the world in general and Africa in particular
looks like when viewed through Cuban eyes. It would
be presumptuous,to make such an attempt had there
not appeared in the course of the last ten years 2 pum-

' ber of remarkable scholarly works on Cuba in Eplgish-

the largest and most readable of which is the richly
documented historical study by Hugh Thomas, Cuba,
the Pursuit of Freedom, a work which covers the last two
hundred years of Cuban history, One should begin by
getting one's own prejudices and preconceptions out of
the way. Cuba, it has often been said in recent years,
is a small country that follows the policy of a great power.
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To many observers this seems somehow | inappropriate. It
will becomes an Englishman to condemn a relatively small
island for sending some of its people on dramatic errands
to different parts of the world. What elge have the British
‘been doing for the last two hundred yeors?

Cuba is also a country whose naticnal leader,
Fidel Castro, has carved out a prCIa]_ pasition for him-
_self on the world stage. [f one Is looking for compari-
sons, one might point to the role of Geperal Smuts,
also the leader of a relatively small couptry yet one
who played a large part in the founding of the League
of MNations and the Upited Nations and the evolution
of the British. Commonwealth. One recalls the pride
which some South Africans tool in Smut’s achievements:
one also racalls the resentment his preoccupation with
world affairs caused to his critics who felt he ghould
be devoting more attention to the problems of his
own country. These comparisons may perhaps help
to lessen the shock with which Cuban activities are
regarded. Therefore, to a historian there is nothing
basieally novel in what Cuba and Fidel Castro are doing.
The novelty lies only in the fact that these activities
come from a couptry of which most Europeans, and
almost all South Africans, are totally ignorant.

TO BEGIN WITH SOME BASIC FACTS:
small country, with an area of 44,000 square miles,
not much larger than the Orapge Free State, and a
population of some ten million souls. Thig small coun-
try has had a tough and brutal history. In the sixteenth
century its indigenous Indian population was completely
wiped out by the depredations of the Spanish conquis-
tadors and the ravages of the diseases brought with them.
For the next three centuries it was a plantation colony
based on the mast unpleasant form of slavery, drawing
allits slaves from Africa. Africa has thus made a massive
contribution to the genetic make-up 2nd to the culture
of modern Cuba. At least half the island’s population
has some African ancestry, and African religious prac-
tices, music and dance forms, are still a part of Cuban
ife.

Long after the liberation of the mainland of Latin
America, Cuba remained a Spanish colony. Today
when Cubans look back on their history in the pine-
teenth century they see its most significant theme as
one of anti-colonial revolt, culminating in the war of
‘liberation of 1898, in which with American agistance,
the Cubans finally succeeded in ridding their island
‘of Spanish domination. Modern Cuba must be seen

. as a country with a long revolutionary tradition, reach-
ing back into the ninetéenth century. A powerful
echo of this tradition occurred in MNoyember 1975
'when Castro ordered the dramatic airlift of Cuban
troops to Luanda and code-named the operation
“Carlota’, after an African slave woman, Carlota, who
had led a slave revolt in the 1840s. Thus Cubans, like
some Frenchmen, can see themselves as the heirs of

-iong revolutionary tradition.

_ THE NEXT PERIOD of Cuban history that peeds to be
~ stressed is that from [898 up to the revolution of 959,
. when Cuba was a dependency—defacto, if not de jure-
.. of the United States. The Americans had no hesitation

i

Cuba is 2"

about intervening:in Cuban politics. They possessed .
a massive stake, through their ownership of land and
industries, in the island’s economy and they exerted

a massive influence on contemporary Cuban culture.

“Even our bad taste”, one Cubap writer bitterly re-
marked, “is imported from the United States.” This
bragsh American culture was deeply offensive to the
Spanish pride of Cubap patriots. The signs of “Yankee
Imperialism’’ were everywhere to be seen. Havana,
once a proud Spanish city, had become the *Sin City"
for American tourists. WWhat cause could a patriotic
Cuban feel for pride even when he looked at his own
rulers? Batista, who ruled the island during the 1950s
was not the most vicious of contemporary dictators,
but he could certainly not be regarded as a President
who ipspired much respect.

In this world where Africa, Spain and America
met and upeasily mingled, Fidel Castro was born.in
1926. His father had come over from Spain after the
war of 1898 and had carved out a sugar plaptationfor
himself in one of the remotest parts of the island, so
Castro is only 2 second generation Cuban. However,
from his childhood, he must have been aware of the
violence that is an endemic element in Cuban life; The
eastern province where he grew up was notorious
for its violence and at the age of thirteen Fidel himself
led a strike of his own father’s workers. In 1945 he
moved to another viclent setting, the University of
Havana, where student activists carried revolvers
and were always prepared to use them. He threw
himse!f into University politics from the start 2nd also
enlarged his political education by visiting other parts
of Latin America and opserving revolutionary activities
from close quarters. The belief, born of this expe-
rience, that it was the duty of revolutionariesall over
the world to help one another and so develop a spirit
of revolutionary international solidarity became one
of the corper stones of his thinking.

CASTRO MADE HIS FIRST REALLY SIGNIFICANT
APPEARANCE on the Cubap political scene on 26 July
1953, a day later regarded as the most memorable in
modern Cuban history, by a dramatic gesture against
the Batista regime. He collected a personal follow-
ing of 150 young men—not students but working class
people—and launched an attack on the police station
of Santiago, one of the largest towns in the interior.
The operation was a disaster, many of the rebels were
killed and Castro was lucky to escape with hislife. But
he had achieved what he set out to do, make himself -
one of the folk heroes of Latin America. Castro was
captured and imprisoned, but was released in an amnesty
in 1955—an act which Batista had bitter cause to regret,
for Castro immediately returned to the offensive,
leaving Cuba for Mexico where he set up a training
school for guerillas. Among those who joined him
were his younger brother, Raoul, and ap Argentinian
medical student Che Guevara. With eighty men
Castro returped to Cubain 1956, set up a basein one
of the most remote parts of the island, and rapdily
attracted so much support that the Batista regime
collapsed and Castro and his men were able to enter
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i Havana in triumph in .Ianuary 1959, One is strongly
reminded of that great hero of nineteenth century
libaral England, the ltalian patrist Garibaldi; charisma,
mystary, drama—an intoxicating blend of attributes
for a political leader, especially a revolutionary leader.
For Castro must be seen as'a mapn obsessed with the
concept of ravolution—por was thisobsession born
in a vacuum. In his two yearsip the Siarra Maestra,
Castro had come closely into contact with the poorest
of Cuba’s peasants. One did ot have to be 2 Marxist—
‘and Castro in these early days was too eclectic in his
“ Id2as to bz a Marxist—to copceive the idea of bettering
the lot of “the wretched of the earth.”
THIS ARTICLE'S MAIN CONCERN is to look at Cuba’s
foreign policy over the last twenty years and itis basad
on “Cuban Foreign Policy” an excellent article by
Jorge J. Domingusz, published in the jourpal Foreign
Affairs, Volume 57, 1978. ' Dominguez makes the point
that Cuban foreign policy has been based on the pursuit
of fisa goals, which he lists asfollowsin order of priority:
(I)survivalto preserve the revolution intactand maiptain
- the ravolutionariesin power; (2) economic davelopmenpt,
a pecessary pre-requisite to survival apnd ope that ep-
tails extensive foreign aid; (3) good relations with a
ra;ge of foreign powersin order to ensure the necessary
aid; (4) a sigaificant part in the whole movement of
international revolutionary forces; (5) the encourage-
ment of revelution in other countries.

Every political leader has to be a pragmatist ance
power has been achieved and every political leader
has to make choices: For Cuba, as for any “revolu-
tionary™ state, survival and economic development
are more important objectives than engaging in revolu-
tiopary crusades.

From the start the policy of Castro and his asso-
ciates was dominated by the hostility of the Upited
States, but need Cuban/American relations have soured
as quickly as they did? Certainly there were faults,
erroi's of judgement or of bzhaviour on both sides.
Many Americans wrote Castro off as a Communist
fram the start, yet it is clear that he was not a cop-

vinced Marxist-Leninist when hecame to powerip 1959.

Americans were quick to resent the Cubap policy of
nitiojalisation, the taking over of estates and ipdustries
usually with inadequate compensation. No doubt the
Cuban could have hapndled na.ionalication mere tact-
fully—but Castro had ap abrasive manner and he apd
maay other Cubans were smarii;g under a sense of
American exploitaion. By 1950 American atti:udes
to Cuba had moved bayond suspicion ard resentment
to upramiiting hostility. The US government was
« Influejced by a powerful apti-Castro lobby, which had
 atits core a group of Cuban political exiles. The pum-
ber of such exiles increased steadily during the 1960s,
By the end of the dacade halfa million Cubans, 5% of
the popula:ion. virtually the whole middle class, had

\ left the island.

To Be Continued
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IN PAKISTAN

Checking Inflation
By Economist

INFLATION is perhaps the most ubiquitous, most
pervasive and most visible phenomenon of eco-
nomic davelopments 'of our times. In  Pakistan,
increase in the prices of domestically produced and
imported goods and services was much sharper in the
19703 thap in the 1960s. Pakistan is one of the many
«countries which has suffered from both domestic and im-
parted inflation. The incidence of inflation virus has
not beepn uaiform among various countries of the world
depending upon their stages of economic development,
economic policies, resources endowments and im-
portance of external trade, etc.

The annual rate of inflation in Pakistan averaged
about [4.6 per cent during 1970-78 as compared with
3.3 per cent in 1960s. The purchasing power of the
rupee has thus been slashed down to paisa 29 only since
1969-70. There have been critically high international
inflationary pressures all around in 1970s on account
of oil price explosion and other factors. The annual
average rate of inflation in low income countries was
lower at 10.6 per cent in the 1970s. Even the deve-
loped countries’ record of inflation wasnot very appre-
ciable either—9.4 per cent in 1970-78 as against 4.2
per cent ip the 1960s. So inflation in Pakistan cannot
be dascribed to ba upusually high as compared with
other countries of the world. Surprisingly, the lowest
inflacion rate was recorded in Afghanistan during 1970-
78 at 4.4 percent as against YWast Germany 5.9 per cent
and Mulaysia 7.2 per cent’ The oil-exporting countries
themselves suffered ap ipflation rate of about 20-25
per cent during the same - period.

IT IS NOT POSSIBLE to completely halt inflation in
Pakistan or as the world's soundest and most pewerful
economies such as West Germany and Japan have failed
to achieve it. The rate of inflation in Pakistan, which
Tooks so immense seems insignificant if compared with
inflation in Argentina and some other South American
countries. During 1970-78, the rate of inflation in
Chile was been 243 per cent per annum followed by
120 per cent in Argentine and 65 percent in Uruguay
which were the world’s top three inflation-ridden
couptries. Perhaps only before in 1923, the German
rate of inflation was higher when it peaked to 30,000
per cent a month. :

For certan specific items, the inflation rate
in Pakistan can better be termed as hyper-
inflation as in the case of housing-lands and
construction inputs, which have gone up
by about 900-1000 per cent and 500 per cent
respectively during the 1970s. If land and
construction inputs continue to go up as in
the past, a room (of 16xI2 ft.) which now
costs about Rs. 25,000 will cost about Rs. |
lakh ‘in 1990 (including the cost of land). A 5
MALA plot which now costs Rs. 25 thousand
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is expected to be available for about Rs. 2.5
lakh or so in 1390.

Iaflatlonany pressures constitute only a part of
the complex economic problem. Other important
symptoms are unemployment, widening import-export
gap, iacraasing dzpendence on foreign aid, budgetary
defizit, heavy taxacion and deficit financing. Thereis a
net addition of nearly 24 lakh persons to the country’s
population every year at.a growth rate of 3 per cent

as against an increase in per capita GNP of a little over'

this percentage. The long gestazion period of annual
investment of Rs. 3000-4000 crore, credit expapsion
of Rs. 500 crore or so annual frash taxatiop of Rs. 100-
290 crore and international inflation running at about
10-15 par cant per annum; alarge population of children
of absut 39 million, i.e., nearly about 50 percent of the
total populition as dapendents consumers, and finally
an Insigaificant per capital growth in national income
are boupd to add fuel to the inflationary fire.

Qaly in the past few wasks, the country has seen
another hike in the prices of powdered milk, butter, biscuits,
jam canned food, soaps and fruits and vegetables and
other itams by sbout 25 per cent or 5o, It is not yet clear
whether the manufacturers/importers got the required
permiszion from the authorities or not. Ostensibly there
could bz no reason for such a steep rise. The surprising
fact iz thot whatever the producer or importers charge
what they feel there seems to be no check on them. They

are fleecing the poor consumers at will and no  adminis-

trative machinery i3 in operation at the moment o
check them or to ensure just increases. Apparently it is
free for oll everywhere and consumers are being exploited
witnout let or hindrance. Although administrative mea-
sures far checking profiteering are not permanently suc-
cessful it cannot be danied that they have not proved their
utifity at times. Prices of many commodities remained

- somewhat checked gnd did not rise for a number of months
in the receni past mainly becguse the adminiztration took
severe megsures, but as soon ai these medsures were re-
laxed, the price increase started once ogain.

THE FRESH WAVE OF INFLATION has added to the
suifarings of the people and would further cut into their
already miserabls living levels the recent price increase
cannot be attributed to apy coaveational ecopomic
factors like daficit finaacing, increase in taxalicn, gap
between supply and demand etc. The only factors
are that there is hardly any competition and local ad-
migaistration has apparently decided to keep its hands
off. The busipess commupity in Pakistan is used to
earning high profits which canpnot be reduced by the
Government through - economic tools alope. Uspless
they earn astropomical profits, their lust for morey
does 1ot stop. So in such circumstances, price contral
mzasures backed up by sound economic policies can
majage to bring down or stabilize prices and make
them earn reasonable profits. This is pot to say that
price cantrols are found to be always effective or useful
but they are necessary in Pakistan supported by sound
monetary and fiscal measures- The moment the price
controls of commodities ‘are lifted or relaxed, their prices
shoot up.
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Another evidence which confirms that the indust-
rial and business communpity is epgaged in plundering
the public is the annual or seasonal “'sales™ weeks orga-
nised by them in which they apparently reduce prices
by 30 parcent or so. The fact they reduce their prices
by 30 parcent, or so means they are otherwise making
profiis by 40 or 50 per ceat or even more. The pinch
of inflationary pressures is felt morein a poor populous
couatry liks Pakistan than elsewhere firstly because
the income of most of the householdsincrease by about
5 percent a year as against normal growth of inflation
by about I5 percent increase in number of dependants
and rise in expepses of the existing depepdents as a
rasult of natural growth and higher needs during the
y2ar. So whereas income increases by 5 per cept per
aanu, it is rougly estimated that total increase in
the expenditure of a family is apywhere around 20-25
par cant per annum on account of abave factors. So
at the end of the yzar, he fiads himself still poorer and
higincoms availability per capital substantially reduced.
IT IS ESTIMATED that if a family earped an income of
Rs. 500 per month in 1969-70, his monthly earning
should be between Rs. 2500-3000 in 1980 in order to
miigtain his 1970 living stapdards. Prices in Pakistan
have also shot up bacause ofincrease in imported prices.
For instance, in 1972-73 the crude oil import valuefton
was I8 dollars which rose to 104 dollars in 1978-79,
wheat per ton from 29 dollars to 158 dollars, fertilizer
from 105 dollars to 180 dollars, edible oil from 287
dollars to 709 dollars and tea from 718 dollars to 1652
dollars. The Government cap do little to reduce the
costs of imported goods. The causes of inflation are’
gaperally damagd-pull or cost-push. Sometimes, neither
of thase factors is in operation and yet the prices of
certain goods go up. On other occasiops, it also hap-
pens the impact of cost induced factors may be 5 per
cent or so but the price of the commodity would rise
by 20 percent or more.

The problem with the Pakistani entrepre-
neurs and businessmen is that they have an in-
exhaustible craving for limitless profit, There
is no cause to question profits or grudge if they
are obtained through skills and knowledge, entre-
preneural innovation, technical and scientific
or by efforts, exertion, diligence and performance
but in Pakistan, our entrepreneurs have not such
record to show. Their profits are multiplying
at the cost of consumers. It is undeniable that
inflation is inevitable in a development progress
because of certain inherent factors such as time
lag between investment and production, increase
in taxes, duties, defence expenditure, etc, It is,
how ever, necessary that the rete of inflation shculd
be restricted to a manageable and safe range for
the sake of a vast majority who are living at a
bare subsistence level. Any fresh wave of in-
flation would hit them much harder than it may
hit the richer or affluent classes of the country
and leave them still poorer. g

The government has undertaken a number of
corrective measures to stabilise prices by liberal imports
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of essential products, in¢reasing production of fosd and
other domesstic items, rationalising distribution, curtail-
ing monetary expansion and allowing subsidies on wheat,
‘edible oil, fertilizer etc. Subsidies which amounted
to only Rs. 30 crore in 1970-71 have now gone up to
over Rs. 700 crore. The administrative machinery
must also be geared up to mount an offensive against
profiteers, hoarders, black-marketers, smugglers, etc.
. There should be no let up and the machinery must be
in regular operation to enforce price discipline.
There is a Directorate of Price and Supplies under
the Ministry of Industries. Nobody knows what it is
doing. A new high-powered organisation, Federal
Price Commission may in its place be established diractly
under the President to keep a constant watch and deter-
mine the prices of commodities. The new commission
should have the powers to regulate, freeze or enforce
- prices of commodities. The proposed commission
should have branch offices in all the provinces with full
staff comprising accoupntants, economists, engineers,
agriculturists along with separate epforcement staff
of magistrates and police force dealing exclusively with
the task of price-determination and enforcement in
the country. 3

It should be made ebligatory on the part of manu-
facturers to print ex-mill wholesale and retail prices
on the goods produced by them, wherever practically
possible. It is also essential to reduce deficit financing
to the minimum. Budgetary deficits should ba met
by improved tax collection and eliminating evasions,
under invoicing and over invoicing of foreigy trade,
etc' It is common knowledge that corruption is ram-
pPant in the revepue collect’ o departments. The
Government must take strong and effective measures
to cut down the leakage. Towards this surprise raids
may be conducted on the residences of the officials of
the Income Tax, Customs and Excise Departments to
assess their living standards. Such officials as may be
found have misused their position should not only be
dismissed but also their assets confiscated.

Pakistan imports commeodities worth Rs. 4,500
crore annually, The costs of imports are usually inflated
through invoicing by private importers. When a com-
modity is imported into Pakistan its price is charged
according to the price quoted in the documents and
he thus fixes or gets prices fixed from the Government
at an inflated rate. With a view to overcoming this
problem, it is suggested that the Government should

. Bet rates prevailing in the market of exporting countries
and accordingly make suitable adjustments for freight,
insurance, profit margin etc., to fix the prices.

The condition for getting prior permission of the
Government for any rise in the prices of the commo-
dities may be extended to at least 100 items. The
present list is too short.

+ o+
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-~ AT ANNAIKODDAI

A Megalithic Burial Site
—in the JaHna District—

By Dr. James T. Rutnam

President of the faffna Archaelogical Saciety and the
Member of the Council and the Faculty of Courts
of the University of Jaffna.

IT IS OVER FIFTY YEARS since the first megali-
thic urn burialsite in the Island was discovered at
Pomparippu. Not much excitement was created by
the discovery, as its significance was not known at that
time. Inithe past fifteen years more megalithic sites
haye been discovered in the Island and their importance
for the study of the early history of this country is
beginning to be realised. It is pot surprising therefore
that the discovery of the first megalithie burial site in
the laffna District some days back has led te much
excitement in that area.

The discoveries made by the archaeological survey
team from the University of Jaffnain the first two weeks
of December 1980 are indeed sensational, For a very
long time nothing was known about the pre-and
proto-history of the Jaffna District and one had to be
content with the legends of the Nagas of the chronicles
that pas.ed for history. For the first time now a sciep-
tific study of the proto-history of that region has been
made possible by the archaeclogical discoveries at the
mounds of Anaikeddai, about four kilometers north
of Jaffna town.

One of these mounds had been harbouring:a veri-
table burial complex dating back topre-Christian times
until it was laid bare seme weeks ago by workmen
removing earth to fill the Navanthurai Lagoon. It was
at this point that the team from the Jaffna University
moved in to save some of the precious artefacts and
skeletal remains from being subjectedto a second burial
in another place that was being reclaimed from the
Lagoon.

The discoveries inciude skeletal remains from ex-
tendzd burials and urn burials, iron teols such as spear
heads and daggers, parts of copper bapgles and a copper
rod, a large amount of black-and-red ware that is typical
of magalithic sites in Sri Lanka and South India, Roman
roulefted ware and even objects with dateable writing
ene of which goes back to the third century B.C.

There is a reference by the Dutch writer Yalentyn
to some finds suggesting a sort of Roman settlement
in the first century A.D. in Maptai in Manpar, more
or less comparable to Arikemedu on the opposite
coast of South India. But the evidence oW appearing
is of very much greater significance, for they confirm
the lurking apticipation a few of us have had, since
the discovery in the twenties of urn burials at Pom-
parippu, that there ‘was a megalithic phase commeon
to the whole of Souch India and Sri Lanka preceding
the early historic period. ;
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LOOKING BACK, it would seem that we had treated
the large number of discoveries in many parts of the
country where-evidence of 2 megalithic phase had been
observed, with indifference, not to say, very little
appreciation of their far-reaching significance.

As far back as 1886 levers had found an ancient
burial place in Gurugalhinna in the Anuradhapura dis-
trict. This had been also noted by H. C. P. Bell in
1892. It was 2 megalithic site, but the report of further
investigations by Godakumbura in 1965 has yet to
see thelight of day. Hugh Nevillis on record as having
discovered a cinereal urn at Malikam Pitti in' 1887.
A. €. Hocart apnounced = the discovery of the Pom-
parippu urn burials in 1924

It will be sufficient here to note a few names of
places where discoveries had been made of urn burials,
dolmens, cists, extended burials, black and red ware,
etc. all pointing to a megalithic phasein Sri Lanka. These
‘are, to be brief, the Gedigein Anuradhapura, Kantarodai
in the Jaffpa District, Kollankanatte in the Puttalam
district, Katiraveli in the Batticaloa district, Padavigam-
polain the Kegalle district, Gurugalhinna in the Anura-
dhapura district, Kokebe in the Morth-western Pro-
vince, Makewita in the Gampaha district, Habarana,
Okanda, Mantai, Tissamaharama, Galsohapkota at
Pinwewa, Asmadala, Kummaragoda, lbbanatawe in the
Gampaha District, ltikala, Bambaragastalawa, Kudubi-
gala and Papamamoderagala.

Vimala Begley and others of the University of
Pennsylvania did some excavation in Pomparippu in
1970, but their report has not been published as yet.
It is understood that Begley had estimated as many 2s
eight thousand graves in the three to four acres that
form the megalithic cemetery at Pomparippu.

Commencing on some of these sites, S. Paranavitana
inhis worl entitled Sinhalayo, published in 1967, wrote
on page 7: “These megathilic sites and urn fields are
found throughout the regions inhabited by Dravidian-
speaking people. The burial customs to which they
bear witness are referred to in early Tamil literature,
It is therefore legitimate to infer that the people who
buried their dsad in dolmens and cists, as well as in
large eartherp-ware jars, were Dravidians”. He con-
tinued (on page 9): “The few megalithic monuments
and urn burials discovered in Ceylon are obviously an
overflow from South India.” We have now discovered
that these are far from being “few’’ and with further
study are also compelled now to accept that they are
not an “overflow’’ from South India, but a part apd
parcel of a single matrix of culture and identity that
bound South India and Sri Lanka together in the past.
While Paranavitana had chosen to call the bearers of
this culture Dravidians, we would prefer to avoid
namesfor the present and to confine our attention
purely to scientific study as distinet from political chau-
vinism or religious fanaticism. Is there much point in
wanting to know in the presentcontext which came
firgt, the chicken or the egg? :
THE UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA has an excellent staff
of historians and archaeologists, led by that indefatigable
.scholar Professor K. Indrapala, who is also the Director

-
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of the Evelyn Rutpam Insticute for Inter-Cultural
Studies in Jaffna. A senier lecturer, S. K. Sitrampalam,

‘has now finished a doctoral course in Archacology at

the Upiversity of Poona and young P. Ragupathyis al-
ready an M. A. (Archaeology) from the Univeristy of
Mysaore. They have a set of keen and diligent graduates
working with them. ;

These scholars seem to attach great important
to the discovery at Apaikoddai. Jaffna seems to have
shared a common culture with Tamil Nadu in the pre-
Christian and early Christian centuries. Roman rouletted
ware has been found at such sites as Uraiyur and Kaveri-
pattinam in Tamil Nadu, and its presence at Anaikoddai
shows that Jaffna too was in its own way influenced by
the Roman trade with Tamil Nadu in the 2nd and 3rd
centuries,

The excavation at Kaptarodai in 1970 had exposed
megalithic cultural artefacts, especially black- and-red

ware, in the earliest phase of that site, dating back teth
2nd century BC. ;

One noticeable fact at Apaikoddai was the dis-
covery of 2 large number of potsherds with graffitti
marks comparable with those of South India. No
Buddhist, Jain or Brahminical influenceis revealed by
any one of these finds. The Pomparippu finds compare
in some cases with those at Adichanallur in the Tinne-
velly District, which some date as earfy as the %th cen-
tury B.C.

One is reminded on this occasion of the prophetic
words of Dr. Paul E. Pieris, when he declared publicly
at a meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society as far back as
1919: “I hope the Tamil people will realise that in truth
there is buried in their sands the story of 2 much more
fascinating development thap ‘they had hitherto dis-
covered. . ..for, 2000 years ago, Jaffna was an import-
ant and flourishing district. Coins in abundance have
been discovered indicating a flourishing condition of
commerce pot only in Roman times but far anterior
to that.”

X X R
BOOKS

o Sti lanka < Indonesia

NIGHT OF THE DEVIL BIRD AND OTHER
STORIES by Rita Sebastian (published by Niloo Bhatt
and printed by the Times of Ceylon Ltd.)

One with a flair for good prose writing quite often
opts for the Short Story as a literary exercise, both
to derive pleasure for oneself and to give pleasure to
others. YWhenever the necessary equipment is lacking,
be the narration ever so good, the story fails to quicken
the pulse and stir the imagination.

Rita Sebastian in her Night of the Devil Bird offersthe
reader a collection of eight Short stories everyone of
which is well up to standerd narratively. Those among
them that quicken the pulse and stir the imaginatio,
tbe reader could pick out for himself with ease, and
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these amply compensate for others in this anthology
that appear to be basieally short of these ingredients.

What is common to all the stories is the author's
very clear perception and understanding of and sym-
pathy with a way of life far removed from the urban
and therefore so much closer to realities which are
socially parvasive. This close-up Jook without blinkers
sensitizas Night of The Dzavil Bird, giving toit the authen-
tic dignity of the literary short story. And “Two
Worlds”, though a much briefer piece, comes a close
second.

" In each, however, dasignedly there is an apparent
dichotomy. To take for example Night Of The Deyil
Bird, there is the dichotomy of subjective fact—the
felt Jove parsistent on Saroja’s part—and Ananda’s
patent uaconcern for the inter-cammunal travail ieadipg
up to the brutish ravishing of his sweetheart. This
Is the strength of the story, calling upon the reader to
pass judgemeant upon two sectors of saciety, one harming
the other harmad, ope loving daspite baing harmad,
the other harming, and yet grasping the opportupity
to become possessive.

Night of The: Devil Bird Iays the literary gateway
wider open for Rita Sebastian,

R.B.T.
S = e
KALEIDOSCOPE Vol. V. No. 9 Published by Eurasia
Publishing Corporation, Hongkong § 3.

The issue reviewed here takes a close look on
Indonesia covering ths country’s History apd Cuijture,
Economics and Bankiag, Industry and Agriculture,
Hoatzals and Tourism, P:ople and Sciencsand Te:hnoIogy.
Dr. Ruslan Abdulgani, formerly the country's Ambassador
to the U.N. is of the view that this issue gives the “rea-
-ders a detailed picture of whers the nation stands in
it's efforts to achieve 2 greater lavel of prosperity and
social equality for all Indonesians.”

Indonesia comprises of some 13,700 islands with a
history that dates back thousands of years. There are
around 300 different cultures speaking over 350 different
languages and dialscts, Of the country’s population
of 140 million, 58% is concentrated on the 8% ‘land
area in the lslands of lava and Madura. On achievement
of indzpendencein 1949, the people chose as theirnatio-
nal motto. “Bainneka Tunggal Ika’” which means “Upity
through Diversity™ and this is etched on the state crest.
Raj Ghose has contributed a most useful article tracing
the progress of the couptry from apcient times to the
present day when “the nation is charting its course
towards 2 new era of peace and prosperity under the
present pragmatic leadsrship”, According to Ghose
the fossilised remains of the Java man excavated in 1891
is believed to have balonged to one who had lived
“half a million years ago and marked a definite stage
in the evolution of map.”’

. The publication opens with an interview by Kalei-
doscope with President Socharto during which he dis-
cusses his concerns, hopes and goals for the future of
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ness is uader-score by the fact that

the country. In her interview with Kaleidoscope-
Madame Soeharto speaks of the construction of Tamap
Miai (ladonssiain Miniature) which is intended to pro-
vide a sateing ia the country in order that the pzople
in the difarent islands will be able batter to understand
each other and their couptry.

The sections on Javanese Batik and Hotels and
Tourism' are lavishly supplamented with dalightful
colour plates. The Batiks in particular are of rich hue
and it canpot be apn accident that the models portrayed:
are equally pretty,

The Migister for Administrative Reform, Mr. Joh-
annes Sumarlin has alse baen interviewed by the maga-
zine. Speaking of the pead to create an efficizent burcay-
cracy the Mi,ister points out that “efficiency of the
public service is a key daterminant of tha success of any
d:velopment effort and adds that the depth of this aware-
the Government
establishad a po.ition of a Minister of State to handle
this area. The Migister refers to the creatiop of “greatly
improved foreign investmept machinery which will
now provide ‘oae-stop-service’ to the interested poten-
tial foreign investor’. |t has been pointed out that
procadures have been simplified as anincentive to foreign
investors,

Recreation for ths people has not taken a back
seat. A vast swamp has baep transformed into South
East Asia’s largest and most cemplete recreation cen-
ter. Tampan Impian daya Ancol (The Dreamland of
Indonesia) opened, its doors to the public in 1967, .
During the first year of operation it is reported that
there were 200,000 visitors, 1y 1978 there ware over
niae million. “it is ajother world, a hedopistic escape
from rou.iness and realities, a place where 2ayone and
everyone can relax, roap and recreate” says thae article.

Devaratnam Danforth

Y e

AS OTHERS SEE Us

Sri Lanka—A Taste Of
Dictatorship

Reprinted with Acknowledgements to
& Political Weekly, Bombay,
November 22, 1980,

SRl LANKA ‘has long prided itself on being a parlia-
mantary democracy. Ever since it became free of its
imperial master in 1948, a multi-party system has flou- -
rished in the island, governments have beep regularly
turped out of power and except for the insurrection
of 1971, political dissent has normally expressed itself
through parliamentary and legal trade union channeis.
Now it is quite clear that the fundamental rights asse-
ciated with partiamentary democracy are bging fast
erodad with intepsifiad violations of humanp rights,
the menace of authoritarian rule looms oyer the coun-

The Economic
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appears as the necessary concomitant of an economic
policy bassd on foreign investmant, export-led growth
and the blessings of the IMF. :

The Uaited National Party came into power with
four-fiiths of tha electoral séats, promising to open
up the ecopomy and invite forsign investment in 2n
effart to craate jabs, waile generally following the wei-
fare policies such as sub.idised food, free madical and
educational services, cheap trapsport etc., that had
markad Sri Laski's policies sincs indspendence. How-
ever, ip opeaiag up the largely stagnant economy, the
govaramant had to fall back o thz IMF for balance of
paymaats suppart and was actually forced into all the
forms of available IMF support ipcluding the fourth
trance, bacoming liable to the severest terms of “condi-
tionality.”

IMF PRESCRIPTION. Thus, in terms of IMF pres-
criptiogs for third world couptries in fiancial diificul-
ties: (1) The curreacy was devalued over 100 per cent
from tha earlier offizial rate; (2) Import controls were
removed, letting loose an indiscriminants flood of
goods consisting: of largaly noa-esseptial items such
as reconditioned vehicles, electronic equipment etc;
(3) Forzign exchapge and forzign travel restrictions
ware gagerally lifted; (4) Subsidies, especally on food,
were removed to be replaced by a food-stamp scheme
for the poorsst sections,-i.e., those balow a monthiy
income of Rs.. 30} Thes overwhelming majority
of urban workers are above this level of income; (3) Re-
alistic price lavels were established for services ad
goods supplied by public sactor induscries and utilides—
trajspori, powszr, pastal facilicies etc.—rasulcing in
large price increases; (6) The mapagement of cercain
statz-owaed industries was handed over to local and
foraiga privatg firms: this is a coatiauing trend and
willresulcin privatization of the publicsector; (7) Bapk-
ing was opaned up with lagisladion to provide for off-
shore banking and foreign bagks were invited to come
in. Earlier tha bapking system had bzen mojopolised
by two State-owned bagks: (8) Generous tax allowances
and rebates were offered to private investors in tourist
facilities, industry, transport, housing etc.

The governmant has promised generous tax holidays
and guiraatees for forsign investors, guaraptees waich
will evaa supersedz the soveraign laws of Parliament,
and has created for their bepefic a free trade zope.
Foraign banks have been encouraged to create in
Colombo agd off-shore banking ceatre. Tariffs have
bzen adjusted in favour of imports and to the datri-
meat ofimpyor: substitution industries which had bzen
established earlier. Imports have even damaged tha
subsistance agricultural sector; the real prices going
to the producsrs have sharply declined, causing much
hardship to the peasantry.

This package of mszasures has effectively meant
. the dismantling of the welfare system which had been
built up in Sri Lanka over the past four of five decades,
a system that was ugique among third world countries
and had iadeed coatrioutied to its high ranking in
the so-called quality of life indicators.
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DISASTROUS FOR PEOPLE. The effect of ithese
new policies on the large mass of people has been disas-
trous. The inflation rate over the last three years has.
baen gznerally estimated to be well over 30 per cent
annually. The government itself has said that the
inflation rate last year was about 35 per cept; 2 World
Bank estimate quoted in the Lanka Guardian has spoken
of a 42 per cept inflation.

The official Cost of Living Index computed by the
government’s dspartment of statistics (Colombo Con-
sumars’ Price Index) showed an increase of |5 per cent
during tha twelve months of 1979. However, it is
generally accepted that this index is defective in many
respects and is a gross under-estimation of the actual
rise in the cost of living. Since there is npo compre-
hensive index of price movements, it is not possible
to gauge accuratey the actual rise in prices. However,
the Economic Review of the People's Bank has attempted
to calculate the purchasing power of the rupee upder
varying sets of assumptiops, as shown in the Table.

TABLE : PURCHASING POWER OF THE
SRl LANKA RUPEE
Based on Based on  Buosedon Based on the
the Col.  Wnole- GNP Estimated Rise
Consu- Dsfla- in the General
mers’ sale tor. Price Level
Price Price
index. Index.
1977 1.00 1.00 .00 * L.00
1978 0.89 0.86 0.87 0.85
1979 0.80 0.76 0.69

0.79

. The Government has tried to mitigate the effects
of the drop in real incomss of wage earners by giving
since 1977, three wage increases. But, in 2 siwmation
where the minimum wage in 1977 was about Rs: 200,
these rises have pot kept pace with inflation. Though
thers is no national minimum wage and different criteria
opsrate in different sectors of the economy, itis general
experience that the minimum wage would now be
about Rs. 350 to 400 per mopth. It should alio be
noted that most wages are not tied to the cost of living
indax. And this is in a situation where a member of
Parliament of the ruling UNP has calculated that a
family of three requires at today’s price levels an income
of Rs. 1,000 s month merely to stay just clear of the
starvation line. The Jatika Sevaka Sapgamaya, a trade
upion affiiliated to the UNP and of which current Minister
of ladustries is the prasident, has passed a resolution
that the minimum wage should be Rs. 800 a month.

The Government has attempted to lay all the blame
for rising prices on world inflation and the rise in oil
prices. However, while there is no doubt that exterpally-
induced inflation has also coptributed, it is actually
tha policizg of the State that are primarily responsible
for the alarming rise in prices. The main economic
policies of the governmeat—the Mahaweli multi-purpose
project, the Free Trade Zope and its enclave industrias
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mapufacturing for an export market, the free imports
of goods leading to a drop in local production, the in-
vestment of over Rs.2,000 million on 2 new Parliamen-
-tary Complex, the investment in Iixury and middle-
class housing and on hotels and commercial buildings—
are all of a kind that would necessarily lead to inflation
It is interesting to note that even the World Bapk
which played a key role in fostering the export-oriented
development strategy has viewed with grave concern
the ipflationary impact of the Urbap Development
Programme and other grandiose projects. Mopey sup-
_Ply. which grew by Il per cent in 1978 recordsd an
increase of 29 percent in 1979. The government’s policy
of massive foreign loans for development as well as
consumption—8é4 per cent of the government’s capita]
‘budget is financed by foreign loans and grants and the
total debt burden is now over one billion rupees—has
also contributed substantially.to the growth of money
supply.
" This steep rise in prices, coupled with the with-
drawal of subsidies on such items as food, fuel and trans-
‘port has meant enormous difficulties for the urban
working and middle classes in particular as wellas the
large mass of peasants. There have been equivalent
“increases in the prices of agriculture ipputs but the
government guaranteed price of paddy has actually
declined in real terms. A bushel of paddy which was
valued at Rs. 36 in 1976 now fetches only Rs. 40, This
coupled with imports of subsidiary food crops and a
consequent lowering of prices, has tended to depress
the conditions of the rural poor.

However, the rate of iniflation figures hide the grim

reality. To consider only a few few basic items—
kerosene, the general fuel for illumination and cooking,
has gene up from Rs, 3.88 in 1977 to Rs. 15.30 in 1980, a
rise of 394 percent; wheat flour from Rs. 1.05 to Rs. 2.35
zrise of 124 per cent; bread from 60 cents to Rs. 2.00,
a rise of 241 per cent. .
REPRESSIYE MEASURES. The goverpment appears
ta have been well awdre thac its economic policies would
set up intolerable stresses and strains, which might
have been difficult to overcome within normal para-
meters of parliamentary democracy and trade \union
rights. It has therefore prepared for this situation
under the guise of ensuring efficiency in government
and political stabilty. The measures they have taken
include the following: 4 :

(1) The promulgation of a new constitution
Which established an executive Presidency. All power
is' now concentrated in the President, who is elected
by popular ballot. His term of office is not concurrent
with that of Parliament; for example, the present Presi-

“dent, who was elected to the post by Parliament, will
continue till 1984 while Parliament will dissolve in 1983.
He will preside at all Cabinet meetings, arrogate to
‘himself all portfolios not allocated to ministers and be
the chief executive of the State. He is not directly
answerable to Parliament.

~ (2) The power of Parliament has been in the
process devalued, Members cannot cross over, even
on a matter of conscience, without forefeiting their
" seats. '
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(3) A system of proportional representation has
been introduced. The imposition of a “cut-off point”
of 124% of the total number of votes polled in any
electoral district will deny represntation te small parties
and minority groups and interests. UNP spokesmen,
including the President himself, have often stated' that
this system was introduced in order to ensure the
continuing dominance of the UNP.

(4} The enactment of the Essential Public Services
Act makes it possible for the government to declare
any service or industry essential, thus banning strikes
in such services or industries. The penalties for in-
fringing this act are draconian. Any one who parti-
cipates in, encourages or incites strikes, go-slows etc:,
in services or industries declared essential faces prison
sentences and confiscation of property. :

(5) Severe restrictions have been imposed. onithe
freedom of expression and dissent. Not only has the
Zovernment extended its direct control of the national
newspapers and the broadcasting services, but it hag
also suppressed criticism and comments directed at
its own actions. The Parliament hag assumed powers
to punish newspaper editors and publishers for breach
of privilege, thus functioning both as prosecutor and
as judge.

The erosion or denial of democratic rights is not
confined to the working class and the trade unions
Since the trade upions are the base of the political
power of the left parties and are a primary counter-
vailing power, they are naturally the victims of this
process. However, the government has also moved
in other directions. The promulgation of the anti-
terrorist act which the nationalist struggle of the Tamil
pPeople and the rule by emergency of their areas for
over a year reflects the government’s attitude towards
dissenting groups. Academics in the universities are
coming under increasing restraint; student assemblies
are rigidly controlled. MNewspapers, the radio and TV
are all under government domination. No doubt all
these measures are the necessary pre-conditions for
a development strategy based op foreign investors,
capitalist donors and the international agencies. It is
also interesting that intellectuals associated with the
government are now talking of the ethical dilemmas
of development; they are implying that the pressures
of economic development must necessarily mean some
sacrifice of democratic and humap rights. The intel-
lectuzl climate for authoritarianism is now being cre-
ated. ;

The trade unions and the working class have felt,
however, not only legal repression. . Mapy small ex-
pressions of dissent, many strikes, have been met with
thuggery and physical terror; organised gangs of hooli-
gans have assaulted such demonstrating or striking
workers. Associated with this repression is the goverp-
mental and managerial pressure against the formation
of trade unions in the FTZ factories. Recruitment
to such factories is often conditional on the promise
of net joining trade unions. :

To Be Concluded
X X X
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NEW DELHI LETTER

Threats To Indra
January [, 1980,

'In spite of loud protestations that with the instal-
lation of President Reagan. 2 new chapter in US-Indian
relations would begin, no one is certain whether it will
be for the better or the worse. Cautious hints have
been dropped that Washington has already worked
out a plan of action for the next twenty.years to en-
sure US dominance ip the Ipdian Ocean—no doubt
until the oil reserves of the Gulf and other Middle
East couptries are exhausted. In this scheme, US
circles are unhappy that India is unwilling to accept US
hegemony and was also staking a claim for "a place
upnder the sun™ in the Indian Ocean.

Political strategists in New Delhi are convinced
that the main motivating factor of US policy towards
India for the next 20 years will revolve around attempts
to circumscribe Indian foreign policy by diversionary
pressures on the Indian government from Pakistan and
China and also by setting up a new military and poli-
tical structure in the entire Indian Ocean region. To
achieve this objective, itislikely that China willincrease
its threats to India’s frentiers and China will also be
helped to dominate Bangladesh. In addition to this
there will be attempts to slow down India's economic
development and destabilise the interpational situation
by using separatist and dissident groups and organisa-
tions that cap be influenced by the US and other YVest-
ern Powers. Woashington no doubt feels that if the
attention of Indian Government was distracted in this
way, it would not be able to pay any attention to the
problems of the region and claim to have a say in the
status of the Indian Ocean.

It is in this context that the increasing number of
articles that have begun to appear in the press appre-
hending fear for the future of India’s integrity. Girish
Mathur (Blitz, 27;‘12,(80) had a piece entitied “War of
Loans on India”. It read: “A two-pronged danger
has arisen for India as a result of the Upited States secur-
ing a loan of |,600 million dollars for Pakistan from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). This is the largest
single loan made available for any developing country
by theIMF. The next largest is slightly less, 1,450
million dollars, to Turkey, which too is upder military
rule and occupies 2 place as important as Pakistan in the
United States’ military plans for the region. Signi-
ficantly the third country to receive assistance from the
IMF i3 Sri Lanka, which is also being involved by the

USA in its military plans by seeking ‘rest and recreation

facilities' for its naval personnel deployed o a perma-
nent basis in the Ipdian Ocean region. The amount
sanctioned is much less but equally massive in relation
to the country’s size. The fourth in the queue for
similar financing is Bangladesh.

“The strings attached to these loapns constitute
one prong of the danger for India, which is already
facing difficulties with the World Bank in regard to some
contracts negotiated and agreed upon earlier. It is
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feared that the conditions on which loans have been
advanced to Turkey, Pakistan and Sri Lanka may become

the model for the World Bank’s negotiations with

India for future credits. These three loans, as also

the one Bangladesh is likely to get, are described as

balance of payments support for structural adjustments

in the economies of the recipient countries. They

thus open the economics of the recipient countries to

manipulations by the IMF and make them subservient

to neo-colonialinterests. India will be the only couptry

on the sub-continent unwilling to allow its economic.
policies to be influenced and manipulated by any outside

agency, and pressure on it to fall in line with' others

is bound to be intensified in view of the difficulties the

country is facing today. The other danger of the

military rulers of Pakistan, ip particulars, beipg bailed

out of the crisisin which they have landed their country,

lies in that they can now use other funds available to

them for military purchases and pursue their nuclear

ambition.

“With its oil-rich Arab friends to back its military
purchasing, Pakistan has had no dearth of funds. But
it needs more for the kind of operations in connection
with which three of its agents have been arrested in
Canada and charged with smuggling US-made equipment
for its nuclear project (incidentally, the project is not
listed in the budget of Pakistan's Atomic Energy Estab-
lishment but comes under its ‘defence’ budget). Pakistan
also needs additional funds for arms and other hardware
it is getting from China, which now insists on payment
in hard currency. Viewed in this context, the visits
of Saudi Crown Prince Fahd and two military delegations
from China in recent weeks to Pakistap are a matter
of concern for India.

“The London Grardian has reported from Isimabad
that Pakistan has already received 750 million dollars
from Saudi Arabia and is likely to get more under an
arrangement which provides for military purchases by
it. Iranian newspapers have reported that Pakistan
is forging a secret military alliance with Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan has officially depied reports that Chipesa
troops. which recently participated in exarcises with
Pakistani troops in the northern region of eccupied
Kashmir have stayed behind and not gone back to
China. !ndian officizis dealing with the subject, how-
ever, confirm the presence ol Chinese personnei in the
area. They agree with the view that islamabadis writ

. does not run chere and that the Iccal tribal pooulziion

is beipg heavily bribed by the Chinese

aithough it
remiains hostile to their presence.’

It is not without reason that Prime Mlnlster Indira
Gandhi has in recent weeks spoken about external
threats of war hanging over India. :

Tribune Correspoﬁdent

B 3/t
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LONDON LETTER

Indian Ocean, US. & China

January 2, 1981,

The U3 arms build-up in the lndiap Ozean hags been
spotlighted in the press in Britain with some degree
“of satisfaction. An AP report from Washington date-
lined Dzcamber 24 stated that: “An amshibious brigade
of US marines would bz stazioned in the ladian Ozean
as part of proposals before the US Coagress and Presi-
dent-elect Ronald Reagan to improye US ground forces:
the additional cost of the proposals range from 5.8 to
80.3 billion dollars over the years 1952 to 1980. For
the year ending next O:ztober, the US dafence depart«
mznt has allocated about 50 billion dollars for ground
forces and ships and planes to move them. The plans
do net cover increased spending on the pavy and air
forces which is alse expected to have strong support
in the new administration. Information on how ground
forces could be improved was made public by the Cop-
gressional budget office in a report that gave six op-
tions, all of tham eilling for sta:ioning an amphibious
brigade of marines—about 8,000 people—on the little
Island of Diego Garcia in thelndian Ocean. ‘To counter
noa-Soviet threats to US interest’, the report says,
‘there is a premium on quick resction even though'
that may maan initially using a small force (of say, 3000
to 4000 mezpn). The US marine corps has the ability
to fill this role, but it needs to be more widaly deployed
if reaction time is to be kept short. In particular,
a marine brigade with amphibious capabilitles needs
to bz deployed closer to the Gulf.

“ln a preface, director of the Congressional budget
office Alice M. Rivlin says the study asgessed the capa-
city of US ground forces to meet the ‘one and a half
war requirement.’ The study d:fines that as a clash
between the forces of NATO and Warsaw Pact, plus
one of several possibilities outside Europe—most
probably in the Gulf area. The first and cheapest
option calls for no incraase in manpower except the
marine brigade. In addition to present US forces,
equipment for another five US diviiions would be
stationed in western Europe. The report says the
Pent320n evaluates present US forces against a threzt
of 90 divisions from the Warsaw Pact. Nuclear weapons
it goes on, would have to be used to counter any larger
number of hostile troops, option I! would depend
less on nuclear waapons, increasing US forces by two
armourad divisions at a cost of 1B.6 billicn dollars.
Qi the assumption that European allies would make
comparable increases, there could be what the report
calls an elastic deferice against 120 divisions. It does
not spaculate on the chapce of further increases by the
allies, some of which are now failing to meet spending
increases pledged in 1977. For 37 billion dollars, the
Pentagon could buy more ships and places to move US
men and equipment, as well as more lightweight tanks
and infantry fighting vehicles. By adding support forces,
the report says, the US weuld be able by itself to coup-
ter a-Soviet attack on 2 country with which the Soviets
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. have rio border, such as Saudi Arabia, this is option
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For many empire conscious ' Britishers (and
there are many still) the vacuum “east of Susz”
created by the British withdrawal is now being
appropriataly filled by the currently’ dominant
Anglo Saxon power. i

Whilst the bogay of a Soviet threat to Middle East
oil is being used by the US as an excuse to step up
milfitary strength, the Saudis thamselves have brought
in Pakistan mercenaries to protect the Riyadh regime.
A UNI report raaching London, cites 2 seaior Pakistan
journalist to peint out that Iran locks upon the station-
ing of Pakistan troops in Saudi Arabia as a threat to it '
security: “Mr. Altaf Hassan Quereshi, editor of the
rightist monthly URDU DIGEST of Lahore, says in his
Journal that during his recent visit to  lran he
found the authorities very upset at the news that
Pakistan was seadng two divisions to Saudi Arabia,
There was suspicion that the military bulld up in Saudi
Arabia was aimed at toppling the Iranian Government.
This suspicion was streng.hered when Gen. Zia ul Haq
mzt lraqi Praiident Saddam Hussain in Saudi Arabia,
Irasian newspapers wrote that Irag, Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia were forging a secret military pact against lran.
Mr. Quereshi says that there is ‘a great coatempt. ip
Iran for the Pukistas’s military Government. ‘The
Urdu Service of Radio Zahedan pours poison against
Gen. Zia ul Haq’ :

“Mr. Quershi supports Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-lslami
which was most enthusiastic about the lslamic revolu-
tion in lran. Soon after the revolution Ayatollah
Khomeini sent his representatives to Pakistan to mest
Maulana Abu Ala Madoodi, founder of the Jamaat to
thank him and the people of Pakistan for thsir suppore
to the revolution, But all this changed in less thap a
y=ar. Expliining the change Mr. Quereshi writes:
The lIrapiaps say that while they were fighting the
Shah in 1978, the Government of Pakistan was sup-
pordng him. Gen, Zia vi.ited Iren on 7 September,
the day the Shah launched a military action against the
agitacing civilians. The impression spread like wild
fire that the military action was taken on the advice
of Gen. Zia. lacidantally, Gey. Zia has already incurred
the displeasure of Palasti,ins on whom he had cracked
down as military adviser to the king of Jordan in 1970
Alfter the success of the revolution, Gen. Zia wanted
to go to lran to greet Ayatollah Khomeini, but the
Iranian Government did not approve of this, Mr, Que-
reshi writes. There there rose 2 psychological copi
frontation between ths two governmants. Khomeiz-
had defeated the military might of the Shah while in
Pakistan a civilian government had beep toppled by
Gen. Zia. An Iranian leader asked Mr. Quereshi why
could Pakisten not have acivilian representative gov-
ernment.”

REPORTS FROM HONGKONG reveal that throughout
1980 there have bsen US-Sino discussions about the
problems of the Indian Ocean and the presence of the
US navy and air force in that regiop. Among the
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matters discussed that one most stressed by the US
concerned the difficulties YWashington faced from the
pressure that arose from the Nop-aligned Movement
and in parti:ular' the African couptriss especially the
littoral states against the US naval build up in the Indian
Ocean. Such pressure was becoming incisively more
embarrassing to the US from these countries which
had pow bsgup to distinguish between the different
scales and magnitude of the US and USSR military
presence {n the region. What seemed to wrong the
Americans most was that these countries were moving
away from the Washington stance of “Equal condem-
nation of the two super powers.”

Mews about these Sino-US discussions indicat®

that Deng Xiaoping was strongly for close and co-ordi®

nated co-operation in the diplomatic arena as well as
in mass media between China, America, Western
Eurcpe and Asia against the Soviets. Peking, it would
appear, has assured the fullest co-operation through
the Xiphua 2nd also through all other channels. Obser-
vers point out that this is advantageous to Peking be-
cause it carries no military expenditure or involvement
and at the same time gives China the opportunity
to increase its influence in South and South-east Asia.

In the meantime, the Peking regime is greatly
upset by the new upsurge of anti-Chinese riots in Indo-
aesia. The Paris paper Le Monde, in a special report,
hag pointed out: “Fifteen years after the organised mas-
sacres and anti-Chinese killings subsequent to the at:
tempted coup attributed to thea ladonesian Communist
Party, the centre of the Javaisland had been the theatre,
durizng the last week of November, of a new flare - up of
racial violence of which the Sipo-lndonetian minority
has borne the brunt. The sudden character of the
unforeseen explosion did not fail to remind one of
those Javanese volcanoes that are seemingly  dormant,
but whose depths are boiling with tensions and pres-
sures accumulated over the long periods. It is due to
the fragility of the racial, religious and political mix
of Indonesia. W¥as this eruptive alchemy so profound
and irrepressible that a simple tariffic accident, followed
by a fist-to-fist bstween the Chinese and Javapese,
should d:generate within hours to 2 communal con-
froptation and that it should extend within a few day-
to nipe cides apd many regions........ b

The Le Mande examined the basic facts about the
problem of the “ethnic” or ‘overseas” chipese in
Indonesia and said: . . ......The explosion has brought
to the surface the 'Chinese problem’. This issue is
vast and complex dueto the difficulties in the assimila-
tion of the Chinese minorityin a predominantly lslamised
world, a tenacious doubt which sub.ists as to its pational
belonging and teits political loyalty, to its figancial and
economic domination in general and in particular to
the lucrative association of its richest and most enter-
prising representatives with the military . regime of
President Suharto. This problem is not peculiar to
Indonesia. The difficulties of assimilation, the economic
domination and the variations of the tutelary policies
of Beijir,g towards the Chinese communities in South-
East Asia and also its support to the Maoist communist
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parties in these regions lead to similar phepomena and
tensions in Malaysia and Indo-China and to a lesser
dagree, in Thailand and Philippines. It is estimated
rathar approximately but with evident resentment
that the Chinese commupity which represents about
five par cant of the total population of 145 million might
be controlling about 80 percent of the wholesale and
retail trade. VW¥hether he is ashopkeeper, pawnbroker
or usurer wio operatesin the smallestvillages or the rich
cukongs (intermediaries) who ars on their heels for
all sorts of adjudications and often shady dealingswith
government circles, military cliques or foreign capital,
the Chinaman easily becomes the object of public con-
LEMPEL vvvers The students denounce, to the extent
the authoritarian regime would allow, these ‘business’
associations and the corruption and the privileges that
they could bring about.  There perhaps lies the prin-
cipal theme of the criticism of the ppposition to the
new order of regime of President Suharto, a regime
that seems to them to be more favourable to the Chi-
nese and foreigners than to the underdeveloped mas-
ses. This situation leads some to thipk that the anti-
Chinese upheavals have not only assumed a racial
character but also it is this military-business establish-
ment that is clearly beipg aimed at via the Chinese

Tradars, coconan

The way Le Monde concludes will bring little or
no comfort to the Dang Xioping clique in Peking or
even the Suharto ' regime and its western backers:
*lts latest eruptions have been calmed, butthe causes
are profound; the violence, injustice, privileges, corrup-
tion and exploitation, which stir up racial hatred and
widen the social cleavages, remaipn at the mercy of a
new spark, nay at another attempt at manipulation to
purely political ends.”

Every country in the Indian Ocean region
seems to be in ferment and the process of change
wil | probably be accelerated by the US military
build up. The British Navy had ‘ruled the waves
for about a hundred years.”” Can the US do it
for a hundred months in the contemporary world
of contradictions, conirontations and conflicts?

—Tribune Correspondent

x X X
VIEW

IMF And Pakistan

By T. Fyodarcv
Moszcow,

Sayed Zafar-ul-Haq, a political apalyst of the Pakis-
tanidaily Tameer, commenting on the politica] situation
in South Asia pointed out recently that “it is ot the
presence of Soviet troops in Afghanistan, but the US
naval armada amassed in the Persian Guli that spells
danger to pations in the region.” As far as the Atghan
crisis is concerned, the Pakistani jourpalist wrote, the
United States favours the fomenting of a civil war in
Afzhanistan, and this underlies its political and military

SOVIET
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scheming—plans for establishing its bases and bridge-
" heads in the region.
In the light of this, there is a “topical” gir about the
. words spoken by US Senator Bradley, who urged his Ad-
ministration to increase greatly the arms supplies to the
- terrorists operating .against the Democratic Retublic of
Afghanistan  from Pakisrani territory.  Simultaneously,
he advocated the rendering of substantial aid to Pakiztan.
_ That this view is shared by many in the USA has been con-
firmed by the granting of a loan of 1,600 milfion doflars to
Pakistan by the IMF controlled by the USA. In the 35
years of existence of the IMF, such a large sum has never
been given to any State.

And though, according to the IMF’s official state-
ment, the loan has been granted to facilitate the eco-
-nomic growth and financial stability of Pakistan, the
timing and large size of it with due account taken of
the foreign-policy line of that country's military regime,
and also of increased tension in the region, reveal rather
clearly the far-reaching military and political plans of
the United States for creating a pew springboard for
its expansionist and subversive activities in Asia,

As is known, not only has Pakistan made its terri-
-tory available for the insurgent formations of enemies
of the Afghan revolution, but it is also acting hand in

glove with Washington and Peking in carrying out in-'

terventionist and counter-revolutionaryactivities against
the DRA. It is precisely Pakistan that seryes as the
main centre of training and equipping the insurgents
with US and Chinese arms, of smuggling them into

Afghanistan for subversive activities against its lawful
. people’s government. The granting of the sizeable loan
to Pakistan by the IMF not only means encouraging
its government playing an unseemly role towards
sovereign Afghanistan, but is also a channel of financing
anti-Afghan activities.

" Facts show that.the announcement by the IMF
of its large credit to the military regime of Islamabad
has coincided with the activisation and expansion of
Pakistani-US apnd Pakistani-Chinese co-operation in
the military field. Quite recently an unofficial US
six-member mission has arrived in Islamabad for the
purpose of studying Pakistan’s current réquirements
in arms. Mot long before this, a visit to Pakistan was
paid by US Admiral Long, Commander, US Pacific
Command, who is in charge of a vast area from the
westerp coast of the United States to Africa, including
the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf. Leng was
received by ministers and other high-ranking officials
and had talks with the Pakistani military authorities.
These meetings and talks, as he put it, were “excep-,
tiopally useful.”

Parallel with this. Islamabad continues playing
its own “China card”. Following the signing in June
1980 of a secret Chinese-Pakistani agreement on supply-
ing Chipese arms to the Zia-ul-Haq military regime,
Islamabad started another round of negotiations with
Peking's representatives lad by Liu Dapsheng, Acting
Commander of China's Navy. This time, the sides are
discussing the question of a further increase in  mod-
ern arms supplies to Pakistap.
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Besides, the IMF's decision to grant 1,600 million
dollars as credit to Islamabad cannot be viewed in
isalation from the overall situation taking shape in the
region. The continuing arms build-up by the USA had
itsalliesin the region, with an armed conflict raging bet-
ween Iran and Iraq, where the USA has already amassed
neariy 60 warships and has a whole network of military
and paval! bases, confirms the intention of the future
White House admipistration to form a permanept
US Fleet in that part of the world. In these plans
Pakistan is being assigned quite a specific role. Plans
for strengthening Pakistapi’s military potential, and also
reports on the Chinese-Pakistani intentions to secure
an “independent’’ status for Kashmir, are elemerits of
the same policy, which is cofrectly regarded by many
countries as a real threat to peace and security in the
region, to their national independence and sovereignty.

The Indian External Affairs Minister Narasimha
Riao expressed his growing concern over all these
events in his statements in the Rajya Sabha, And at
the 33th session of the UN Genperal Assembly, Shah
Mohammad Dost, the Afghanistan Foreign Minister,
also spoke with anxiety about this at the current UN
General Assembly session. M. A. Tatari, member of
the lrapian parfiament, scathingly criticised Pakistap
interference in the internal affairs of Irap. Apprehen-
sions in many countries neighbouring on Pakistan are
also being caused by the fact thac besides still abs-
taiping from acceding to the international treaty on
the nop-proliferation of nuclear weapons, is has alsg
refused to discontinue research and development in
the nuclear field aimed at making its'own atom bomb.,

Formally, in keebing with existing American legisig-
tion, the USA shall not render assistance to countries failing
to comply with the provisions of the treaty on the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons. The granting of a ldarge
sum as credit to the Islamabad regime through IMF chan-
nels is nothing but an attempt of the present US adminis-
tration to by-pass existing fegislation using for the purpose
the signboard of an international organisation, o gs to
enable Pakistan to continue serving as its bastion in South-

West and South Asia. —APN
X X X
Official Exchange Rates of Commercial Banks
| to their customers for Telegraphic Transfers fixed
on Tyesday this week were as follows (—
CURRENCY ‘PER 100 UNITS
Buying Rate Selling Rate
U.5. Dollar Rs. 1788.50 Rs. 1791.50
Sterling Pound Rs. 4315.00 - Rs. 4325.00
Deutsche Mark Rs. 919.20 Rs. 920.88 !
French Franc Rs. 397.15 Rs. 397.85
Japanese Yen Rs. 8.8845 Rs. 8.8995
Indian Rupees Rs. 22905 Rs. 229.45
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WNPS NEWSLETTER

Telling It Like It Is

By Loris

THE OCZTOBER 1980 NEWSLETTER of the Wildlife &
Nature Protection Society (VWWNPS) of Sri Lanka appears
to bz a gingularly noteworthy attempt by the Gejeral
Committee to advise the general membership “in
some greater detail’’,,as the Newsletter puts it, “of
the circumstances relating to the proposal to set up
an Asian Elephant Secretariat in Sri Lanka and the
reasons that led to the Committee of Management
to take the stand it did in respect of this matter.”

_ Having given the contents of the MNawsletter serious
¢osideration, this writer takes the view that it is of
somz immadiate importance that the people of this
country—and pot merely the members of the Society—
should also be advised in some greater dstail of the
implications of what the Committea has tried to achieve
through the Newsletter. It is proposed first to put
dewn in point form the cgnclusions this writer has
drawn, and later to enlarge on them “in some greater
d=tail’”’ wherever necessary to enable readers to dacide
for themselves whether the Committee, in doing what
it did, has played fair by the general membership an
by the country. .

The conclusions, in brisf. are: (1) that the issuing
of the Mawsletter is the second attempt (the first having
been successfully made at the Annual Gepneral Meetiag
in May ‘80) by the Ganeral Committee to mislead the
membership and, through it, the pecple and Govern=
ment of this country; (2) that the Mawsletter cleverly
draws a red herring across the trailin the form of selec-
tive extracts chosen to show up Dr. Olivier'sheartless
and wholly research-oriented approach to the problem
of elephant conservation, while it equally cleverly
attampts to gloss over a crucial and incoatrovertible
fact: that the then President, Mr. T. W. Hoffmann,
brazenly lied to the membership at the May ‘80 Annual
General Meeting on a matter of great concern to every
member of the Society and was, within minutes, proved
to be a liar—and an unrepentant one at that; (3) that
the Mewsletter deliberately but gquite untruthfully
seeks to imply that knowledge then of information the
Committes was now retailing to the membership via
the Mewsletter (concerning the World Wildlife Fund's
Asian Elephant Secretariat proposal} was what actually
prompted the Committee “to take the stand it did in
respect of this matter.” Note the choice of phrase
that the membership should be advised “in some greater
detail”’t as though the Newsletter was merely ampli-
fying points already made at the AGM in support of
the Committee’s stand; (4) that the Newsletter in
seeking to do an expose on Dr. Olivier and the WWTF/
IUCN, succeeds admirably only in establishing that it
is the Socisty, and not WWV F/IUCN, which fully meets
Mr. Hoffmann's derogatory description ‘insider orga-
nisation of the worst kind.’

Now to go over the points mentioned  “in seme
greater  detail” where necessary. The Newsletter
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spens thust “It is regrettable but true that during
the past several months there has been some consid-
erable controversy concerping the stand that this
Society has taken ‘in relation to the World Wildllfe
(WWhF)/International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) propesal to set up an Asian Elephant
Secretariat in Sri Lanka. This was a matter that was

“taken up for discussion at the Annual General Meeting

of the Society held in May 1980 and is also the ground of a
propased mation of no confidence in the present Committee
of Management of the Society. In these circumstances..
TO FULLY UNDERSTAND why the Newsletter should
be regarded as the second serious attempt to mislead
the geperal membership and, through it, the people
and Government of this country it is necessary to go
back to the AGM in May '80. At that meeting 2 mem-
ber asked the President (Mr. Hoffmann) why the
WWEF's panda-logo had been dropped from the Soci-
ety's Letterheads. In answer Mr. Hoffmapn said that
he had four years earlier suggested to the Director-
General of WWEF that there should be a 'special rela-
tionship’ between the Society and the world body, a
suggestion that was readily accepted because the two
bodies were already collaborating closely. So. pending
approval by the WWF Committee, the Society was
allowed the use of the panda-logo. But when nothing
happened to give effect to the ‘special relationship'

- concept for four years, the Society decided to drop

the panda-logo, the decision happily coinciding with
the Society’s need to order new stocks of stationery.
Mr. Hoffmann concluded his answer thus: “That, from
our point of view, is the answer to that question,
thank you.”

That was irdeed Mr. Hoffmann's answer,
but was it the truth? The answer to that was not
iong in coming at the AGM itself. The member
who asked the original question then read out and
tabled a copy of a letter sent by the Director-GFneral
of WYVF to Mr. Hoffmann in his capacity as President
of the Society. The letter, dated November 21, 1979
said that “........ the World Willdife Fund requires
the Society to take steps to remove any reference to an
associgtion with the World Wildlife Fund, including any
use of the panda logo as from January 1, 1980.” We
shall presently come to the reasons for this express
prohibition by, and virtual expulsion from the WWF,
but right now let us see what happend next at the
AGM.

Another member got up to ask: “Might we know
why the President did not disclose the contents of this
letter in his explanation given earlier?”’ Mr. Hoffmann's
belligerent report was: “Why should 1?'' and when the
member persisted Mr. Hoffmann said, with an air of
finality I have given my explanation and the subject, as
far as | am concerned, i3 closed.” It was not, as far as
the member was concerned, for he said: *........ in
the context of this letter, being tabled the Chairman’s
explanation is incorrect.”

¥¥e come now to the reasons for the WWFs letter

“to ' Mr. Hoffman, the way the drama upfolded at: the
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AGM. Quoting from . the WWE. letter, a . member.
read *“Particular ‘note has been taken of your letter of
Iith fune [979 to the Ministry of External Affairs. of Sri

Lanka........ which -is clearly detrimental to the World .

Wifdlife Fund..:i....7" < Mr. Hoffmann took it from
there. “You may certainly table that letter”, he told
the membear, “you may comment on. it. There is
nothing at all wrong with it. In that letter | wrote very
simply that the World Wild life Fund and IUCN were inzsider
organisations of the worst kind in which neither we nor

our country could get a hearing....thatis true...,....my
experience with these bodie: extends over a much [onger
periad than anybody else’s........00:

We muststop at this point to ask once again
did Mr. Hoffmann tell ‘the truth about the
non use of the pandalogo? To put it very
simply, he did not. The manner in which
he dismissed the subject the moment he
was shown up as having stated an untruth
e St this is not the forum for this sort
of thing........ ") suggests that, in Mr, Hoff-
mann's view, the ‘yakkos’ who make up the
Society’s ;general membership, to say noth-
ing of those in the Committee, neither de-
serve nor can fully appreciate an apology
from him for conduct unbecoming of 2 man
in his position.

THERE IS ANOTHER ASPECT to the panda-logo affair
which deserves attention. Mr. Hoffmann's letter
of 11.6.79 to the Ministry of External Affairs was written
not as a private individual but in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the Saciety.  Why was it not then, even at
the late a stage as'the AGM in May ‘80 (almost a year
Iater), brought to the notice of the general member-
ship? Mr. Hoffmann’s rejoinder is obvious: in that
case, one would have to disclose to the general member
ship all the huadrads (or thousaads) ofletters written.
by him as President. The point to remember, of course,
is that his letter to.the Ministry can in no way be lumped
with the hundreds (or thousands) of other letters he
writes as President. Here was a letter from him to an
important arm of the country's Executive in which
he condemned in the strongest possible terms an inter-
national body, and at 2 time when that body was pro-
posing to set up a project here for the conservation of
elephants. It" might have been different if nothing
came of Mr. Hoffmann's letter to the Ministry. But
the YWWF’s reaction was a decision to deny the Society,
an ‘associate status’ with the Fund, to withdraw per-
migsion to use the panda-logo on the Seocity's statio-
nery, and to inform all international bodies concerped
with conssrvation of the Fund’s decision with regard
to the Sri Lapnka Society,

Considering, the serious consequences that fol-

lowed Mr. Hoffmann's letter to the Ministry, there
can be no quastion that the geperal membership had a
right to beipnformed of Mr. Hoffmann's letter and its
aftermath no sooper the WWWF's letter.of 28.11.1979
was raceived by the Society. ' But in fact no mention
was made even in the Annual Report for 1979:and, to
judge from what transpired at the AGM ip May '80,it
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is clear that the President and the Genaral Committee:
acting in concert, had every intention of withholding
from the general membership at all costs, even by
resort tolies, the truth and the magnituda of the tragedy
bzhind the pajda-logo affair, all because of what Mr.
Hoffnann had done as President, and supposedly on
behalf of the Society's 6,000 members, but without their
knowledge or approval,
It is a matter for shame that despite the im-
passioned pleas at the AGM from members
. such as Professor Hillary Crusz, Mr. Sidney
de Zoysa and Dr. Olivier—all this after Mr.
Hoffmann's untruthfuliness was exposed—
the AGM decidad by a majority of 34 to keep:
in the Annual Report the paragraph on the
Asian Elephant Secretariat containing dero-
gatory references to the WWF.

The Nawsletter has presumably been sent

to the Society's 6,000 mambers. Only 238

of those were present at the AG M. So that

-5,762 members who were not present at the

AGM (and hence know nothing of what ac-

tually took place) may be forgiven for con-

cluding that they were mezrely being “...,

-...advised, in some greater detail......,.

of points already put forward by the General

Committee at the AGM in support of its

opposition to the WWF proposal.

Let us go back to the AGM and see what, if any,
of tha poaiats mentioned in the Nawsletter about the:
YYWEF proposal were in fact made or discussed there.
Hare is Mr. Hoffnaan’s reply when asked about the
Society’s objections to the WWEF proposal: “Well,
S there is pothing to add to what we have.. ..
er....said in ‘the Annual Report.”

Mamber: “The question has not been answered
in the Annudl Report. What wa want to kpnow are
the reasons for the objections of the Society to the
setting up of the Elephant Secretariat.”

Mr. Hoffnann: “The main objection is the secre-
tive mannerin which the projects are bzing promoted. .
-..wour point of view was not seriously discussed. ...

Mzmber: “We wish to know the other objections
of the Society........ 7 . :

Mr. Hoffmann! “These are good objection........,

Member: “We wish to know the other objections,
if you have any........ ”. :

That exchange at the AGM is illuminating if only
to show how precious little was actually discussed
about the WWF proposal and the Society’s objections.
Mr. Hoffmaan went on to say: “if they, IUCN or WWF
jointly promote a project here, it is their duty, accord-
ing to their own rules, to copsult with us, to ask us,
submit thsse proposals........ they have failed to do
i A -and it is one of the main reasons why we,
a self-respecting body, cannot accept their dictate.”

The use of words like ‘us’ and ‘we’ and ‘self-res-
pecting body’, when considered in their context, are
no-more than mere euphemisms for the one and only -
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Mr. Hoffmann himself. It is clear for ail to see that it

is Mr. Haoffmanni’s personal piqua, and not any serious
scientific consid eration, that prompted him to persuade

the General Committee to reject the WWF proposal
out of hand. 3y

AT THE AGM MR. HO.FFMA'NN WENT ON RECORD-

that the Society had not basn coasulted and also that
the Dapartmznt of Wilidlife Conseryation had pot been
consulted on the YWWF proposal. This is what Pro-
fessor Crusz, Head of the University's Zoology Det
partment, had to say on that point at the AGM: “ou.s
when the Elephant Secretariat was mooted, it was

put to the Wildlife Department, it was put to the Zoo- .

logy Dezpartment at ths Ugiversity, and it was dis-

cussed. .......it did not com= surreptitiously, it was
not a thing that was discussed surreptitiously, and
we are now on the verge of getting it passed,....... 2

(Shortly after the AGM the Department of Wildlife
Conservation, in an afficial communication to the Press,
contradicted Mr. Hoffmam’s assertion at the AGM by
stating that the Department had in fact baan consulted
on the Elephant Secretariat project). So that's apother
debit on Mr. Hoffmann’s credibility account.

Now to Dr. R. C. D. Olivier, who was also present
at the AGM and had this to say of Mr.Hoffnaan’s charge:
“| am very grateful for this opportunity to rezpand....
because | am also aware that this matter has been dis-
cussed in Committee for many months now and this is the
first time I've been invited to make any explanation al-
though I've been here from October. .....«« This Society
has already oppised and attacked the Secretariat project
before we even drafted the first version for this country.. ..
wov.l myself put it to Mr, Hoffmann........ I'd like
0 know what he means by certain projects. He said
‘Our point of view was nat seriously discuzsed’, but the
attitudes taken by the leadership of the Saciety have pre-
cluded .any discussion........ we know what they think
gbout it, they think the whole thing is g waste of time."

‘Next comes the Newsletter's attempt at an ex-
pose of Dr. Olivier by resort to the use of szlective
extracts from a paper submitted by him to IUCN in
lanuary 1972. The excerpts quoted relate to the problem.
of pocksted herds of elephants, and a possible solution.
After defining ‘pocketed herd’ as “an elephant group
that has become isolated to a greater orlesser extent
‘in a pocket or island on undeveloped land within a
sed of human cultivaton of habitation™. Dr. Olivier
is quoted as saying that it was his “firm conclusion
that this is not a conservation problem’” and adding,
“these elephants pocketed in various areas are not
last representatives and have no conservational value
whatso ever.” The Nawsletter adds that Dr. Olivier
advised IUCN/WWF to “give higher priority to fund-
ing the research pecessary to prevent such situations
continually recurring in the existing elephant range
in. Sri Lanka apd elsewhere.” -

The next dquotation is merely one of Dr. Olivier's
proposed solutions to the problem: extermination. He
is quoted thus: “This approdch would seem a simple

and cheap solution, provided the agimals are considered
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can be arguzd ‘here. Cartainly it has been in Africa

whera this approach is taken.. ... i..the large apimals.. -

....are obvious cases for 'destruction, and it seems

to ma2, since many officials are not against the.idea,

that a suitable compromise can bé reached by adminis-

‘tering a d:liberate, but apparently accidental, overdose.

of a drug such as scoline......-. by dart gun........"

The Nawisletter doss however sucecessfully create in
veadars the impression that this is Dr. Olivier’s only
solution to the problem. Wrong again, and wilfuly
so. ' : o
THE INTENTION OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
in presenting a distorted picture is obvious. The
idea is to show up Dr. Olivier as cynical, callous and
cold-blooded and thereby induce in readers a feeling
of outrage at what he proposes to do to helplessly
trapped apimals, Yes, full marks to the Committee
on this exercise, but let us also be clear about one
thing: the main objectve of the Wildlife & Nature
Protection Socity of Sri Lanka is—well, certainly should
be—to promote scientific conservation, not sentimental
conservation, not because one's feslings have no place
here but bacause 2 sentimeptal approach to such com-
plax matters can never help achieve desired objectives
and, indeed, can even ultimately prove disastrously
counter-productive.

 The former President and the present General
Committee of WNPS are being somewhat less
than fair by the Society and its general member-
ship by attempting to promote wildlife conser-
vation on childishly sentimental lines. = Before
undertaking the trapslocation of pocketed herds—of
elephants or of any other species—what has to be care-
fully studied is the capacivy of the new area or ‘home’
to ‘sustain the additional numbers to be introduced
into it. Singe elephants to not feed op anything and
everything they can lay their trunks on: any long-term
project to conserve the animals must of necessity in-
clude ways and means of conserving sufficient elephant
eco-systems as well. As the ‘pop’ song has it, ‘You
can't have one without the other, By thoughtlessly
creating situations where, after translocation, the new
‘home’ has more elephants than it has food to go round,
ope manages not to save the translocated herd from
death but only to endanger the survival of the
eptire elephant population in the new areas.

The point, then, is that the many-sided research
adyocated by Dr. Olivier seems very necessary if Sri
Lanka is to successtully save the elephant. Tne least
the Society can do is to promote serious discussion
on Dr. Olivier's proposals instead of quoting from

_his writings selectively and out of context and then

arrivipg at the following conclusion in the Newsletter:
“The Committee of Management was left with the
fecling that the entire preject heavily emphasised the
research interests of one individual and however in-
teresting such research may be, the Committee of
Manzgement felt that there were other priority areas..
... As Mr. Sidney de Zoysa told the AGM: “....
..,.-V}rhy on -earth are we not told what the. other
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Projects are! [f there are better projects, tell us what
they are........ the general membership is also in-
terested in such things........ i

.. Readers will note that the Newsletter’s Annexure
‘C'—the WWF's Action Pian—makes no- mention

Whatsoever of exterminating pocketed and troublesome

elephants, but instead ' recomimends the establishment
of a second *holding centre’ for captured elephants and
the provision of vehicles, equipment and drugs to epable
the Wildlife Copservation Department to respond
rapidly and effectively to situations asthey arise. In

vew of what the Geperal Committee seeks to imply

about Dr. Olivier’s ruthless and wrong approach to
the problem, let us go back to the ‘Action Plan’ (as
quoted by the Nawsletter): “As the effectiveness and
efficiency of Departmental trapping. teams increases,
and with the ecological advisability and cosi-effectiveness
" of translocating and liberating elephants still in question,
there can be no doubt that the Department must expand its
“capobility to care for captured elephants.”
Nothing terribly outrageous about that, is therel?
This is what Dr. Olivier told the Society’s AGM:
“A  primary function....... .was to idlentify what
exactly needad to be done in various countries with
wild elephants in order to achieve our aims...... the
sum total of needed action or activity for a country
constitute what have we called an ‘Action Plan’. How-
‘ever | now come to a very important point which |
bag you to tryand understand: that is, that is a sense
the Action Plan will never be finished........ ‘thay
are open documents, they are meant to be evolving
they are to be continuously revised and up-dated and
improved. Anybody and everybody is ipvited to
suggest additions, alternatives, or to debate the merits
of any or every component of the Action Plan...... 2
¥YWhat could be simpler than that to under stand?
But if, a5 is implied in the Newsletter, the Geperal
Committee opposed the WWF proposal because it
had 7.0 .. .. .-s0me serious doubt as to Dr. Olivier's
capacity to perform the role of a consultantin respect
of a project of this nature” after the Committee had
learned of the doctor’s views on pocketed elephants
(1977 vintage), why was the matter not brought out
at the AGM for a full and frank discussion and Dr.
Olivier himself asked what he had to say?
The truth is that the General Committee
could not have had any doubts, serious or other-
* wise, regarding Dr. Olivier's suitability when the
Committee first decided to oppose the WWE
proposal simply because it had no knowledge

then of the doctor's views or even, for that matter, -

‘as recently as the AGM itself.

But on the other hand, for the then President
and the present General Committee to have
been in possession of what they consider damag-
ing evidence against Dr. Olivier which they now
put out in the Newsletter, and not made the
general membership privy to all of it at the AGM,
is also a measure of the utter contempt in which
nineteen office-bearers have collectively held
and continue to hold, the rest of the Society’s,
6,000 members. :
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THE AMERICAN PUBLIC

And The Middle East

By William Schneider
= .
William Schneidar is an Interpational Affairs
Fellow of the Council on Foreign Ralations, New
York, assigned to the office of Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan in Washington. He also serves as a poli-
tical consultant to the Los Angeles Times and as Senior
Editor of Opinion Outlook, a public opinion news-
letter. From 1976 to 1979 Schneider was Associate
Professor of Goverpment at Harvard University
where he learned a Doctoral Degres in Political
Science in 1972. He is the author of the bgok,
"“The Confidence Gap: How Americans View Their
Institutions,” and numsrous articles on voting be-
haviour, American radieal attitudes, Public opinon
and Foreign policy and .other topics. Schneider
has two books scheduled for publication in 1981:
“From Discrimination to Affirmative Action: American
Racial Attitudes, 1935-1980" and '‘fsrael and The
Jews in American Public Opinion.” Below is the first
part of the article on *““The American Public And The
Middle East’, ;

A i 1

Two concerns—peace and security—dominate the
American public’s attitude toward foreign affairs gene-
rally and toward the Middle East conflice in particular.
Public opinion polls show that Americans have become
more concerned about military security and national
defense in recent years: That concern helped elect
Ronald Reagan President. Op Election day, November
3, 22 percent of American voters polled nationwide by

" ABC news said that “US Military Strength” was a

major issue leading them to decide how to vote: in this
group, Reagan defeated Jimmy Carter overwhelmingly
(Reagan 72 percent, Carter 21 percent). But it. is
not clear that this apparent “hawkishpess” amounts
to 2 renewed commitment to interventiopism or to
the crusading anti-communism that characterized the
cold war. Vhile concern over military preparedness
definitely helped Reagan win the election, theissue of
war and peace worked to Jimmy Carter’s advantage.
In the same poll on election day, 25 percent of the
. voters indicated that “Foreign Affairs” attracted them
to their candidate; this group voted for Carter over
Reagan, 49 to 42 percent.

Polls taken during the campaign showed that
Carter was regarded by the voters as the candidate
- most likely to keep peace in the world and to do a good
job handling US foreign relations. A survey taken
by the Los Angeles Times in September showed that the
voters preferred Carter two-to-one over Reagap as
the candidate “who would do the best job handling.
our relations with the Middle East.” The electorate
appears to have chosen Reagan despite his reputation
for aggressiveness, not because of it. Does the elec-
tion signify a desire to change US policy in  the
Middle East in any important respect?
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~ Americans have always 'been more sympathetic
to Israel than to the Arab cause, but prior to the six
day war in 1967, the difference was not great. In the
twenty-year period between 1947 and 1967, sympathy
for lsrael averaged about one third of the US public,
with pro-Arab sentiment averaging about tep percent.
Most Amaricans were essentially ignorant of or neutrai
toward the Middle East conflict. Support for lIgrael
‘increased substaptially at the time of the six day war
and has remained high in the years since. From 1967
to 1977, sympathy for Israel averaged 45 percent, or
close to half of the American public, while sympathy
for the Arab causefell to about six percent. The impli-
cation is that support for Israel has not diminished as
World War |l and tha hologaust have grown more dis-
tapt in time; quite the reverse, in fact. The grounds-
well of US support for Israel appears to have resulted
from lsrael’s military victory in the 1967 war. As far
as most Amzricans are concerned, sympathy for lsrael
derives more from admiration for that country’s suc-
cess.and determination than from pity for the perse-
cuted Jew or guilt over the holocaust. Neither the
October war in 1973 nor the ensuing il embargo
appears to have disturbed thIS basic Amencan sympathy
for lsrael.

. President Anwar Sadat’s trip to Jerusalem in Nov-
ember 1977 had a more noticeable effect on American
public opinion. It created for the first time the image
of a peaceable Arab nation led by a man sincerely com-
mitted to making peace with lsrael. In the three years
since that momentous event, American sympathy
for Israel has remained high, but there is also evidence
of increasing favourability toward certain Arab coun-
tries, particularly Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The Harris
Poll carried out extensive surveys of US public opinion
concernlng the Midd e East in' 1976—that is, before the
Sadat visit® and the Egyptian-lsraeli peace treaty—and
again in the summer of {780, In both polls, o cross section
of the US public was asked. ““In the dispute between lsrael
and the Arabs, which side do you sympathize with more—
Israel or the Argbs?” Sympathy for lsrael was the same
in 1980 as it-had been in 1976, 52 percent.
pathy for the Arabs increased noticeably, from six to
twelve percent. Otcher polls show the same pattern—
support for Israel holding strong at about half of the
American public, with support for the Arabs increas-
ing from 6-7 percent before the Sadat initiative to 12-13
percent afterwards. :

The 1976 and [980 Harris surveys provide more
detail on how Americans feel aboutspecific countries.
Between 1976 and 1980, theview that Israel is either
friendly toward the Upited States or.a close ally in-
creased from 74 to Bl percent of the public. The
view that Egypt is a friend or ally more than doubled
over the same period, from 35 percent in 1976 to 73
percent in 1980. In 1976, a plurality of Americans,
33 to 35 percent, considered Egypt unfriendly toward
the United States. By 1980, that sentiment had deci-
sively reversed;by 78 to 17 percent, an overwhelming
‘majority of Americans now consider Egypt as a friend.

The feeling that Saudi Arabia is a friend of the
United States also increased, from 32 percent in 1576
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But sym-

to a majority, 52 percent in 1980. Positive sentiment
about Jardan rpse from 34 to 47 percent in' this four
year period. Op the other hand, feelings about Lebanon,
Libya and Syria changed only marginally; about 40 per-
cent of the American public continues to consider these
countries unfriendly to the United States, while about
the same proportion does not know how to characterise
these couptries. [t is interesting to note that ‘while
gentiments abouz Communist Chipna improved notably
(from 68-23 percent unfriendly in 1976 to a virtual tie,
46-44 percent unfriendly in 1980). Americans' view of
the Soviet Union became more negative. In 1976,
Americans considered ' the Soviet Upion unfriendly
or ap enemy by a margin or about three to one. In
1980, with the souring of detente and Soviet incursions
into Africa and the Middle East, the margi.n of hostility:
is over eight to one.

The 1976 and 1980 Harris surveys also asked people
whether they considered the leadership of wvarious
Middle Eastern countries “reasonable” and willing to
work for 2 just peace settlement in the Middle East or
“upreasonable’” and therefore making it impossible
to work out a just peace settlement. In 1976, 60 per-
cent of the American public considered Israel’s leader-
“reasonable’ by this definition. In 1980, the
image of Israel’s leadership had improved slightly, to
6% percent ‘‘reasonable’”. But the rating of Egypt's
leadership improved even more markedly, from 52
percent “reasonable’ in 1976 to 77 percent “‘reasonable”
in 1980—that is, now more positiviey rated than lsrael’s
leadership. Feelings about the leadership of Saudi
Arabia and Jordan also improved between 1976 and
1980. Burt there was little change in the public’s nega-
tive assessment of Syrian and Libyan leaders..

Two conclusions are suggested (1) Ameri-

cans are increasingly able ¢o distinguish bet-

.ween moderate and friendly Arab regimes

on the one hand and radical and unfriendly

Arab regimes on the other; their feelings

about the former have improved substantially

since the 1977 peace breakthrough; (2) this
increasing good will toward moderate Arab
regimes has not come at Israel's expense.

Sympathy for Isracl continues to held strong,

even while feelings about Egypt, Saudi Arabia,

and Jordan have become more favourable.

~ Secondly concerps appear ta be behind the public’s
stronger support for Israel, Note-the increasing agree-
‘ment between 1976 and 1980 with the following posi-
tions offered by the Harris poll: ({I)that “the Russians
are determined to see Israel wipad out” (from 46 to 55
percent); (2) that none of America's allies will feel they
can trust the United States in the future if the United
States does not support Israel (from 48 to 55 percent);
and (3) that the United States should not pressure lsrael
to give back all the captured Arab territory (from 55
to 58 percent). Support for US military aid to lsrael
has also grown as has support for sending US troops
“if it looked as though Israel were going to be overrun
by the Arabs in apother war." —USICA

{To Be Concluded)
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SRl LANKA CHRONICLE -

Dec.._ 24 — Dec. 31

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM. DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM;Ceylcn Daily Mirror;.

CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—Sunday Times; SO—Sunday
Observer;  DM—Dinamina: LO—Lankadipa; VK—
Virakesari; ~ATH—Aththa;  SM—Silumina;  SLDP—
- Sri Lankadipa; [D—lapadina; SU—Sun; DV—Dayasa:
- PP—Digapathi; CM—Chinthamani; WK—Weekend:
RR—Riviresa; DK—Dinakara; EN—Eelanadu; /DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24: The Chief Justice,
Mr. Naville Samarakoon will head a Board of Trustees
to be set up by Trada and Saipping Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali to servicz university scholarships to
be awardad from the Mahapola Lottery now selling fast,
Foreign natlenals will have to pay a 500 per cent tax
on the purchase of real estate in Sri Lanka under new
legislation being drafted, official sources said yesterday;
such persons will also be subject to all taxes in the
land; this is one of the proposals und:r cogsideration
to control the purchase, lease and sale by which foreign
nationals obtain buildings and lands in Sri Lanka—CDN.
Tne President, Mr. J.R Jayewardene, who s also Minister
of Higher Education, yesterday decided that university
admissions will not bz decided till the Supreme Court
fiaally disposes of the cases filed, Several Bzach Hotels
and Tourist Hotel davelop.rs have strongly protested
against the recent directive issued by the Urbap Dayve-
lopment Authority to local bodies that they should
not approve coustruction sites within 250 yards of the
sea shore in the future. The Metric system will be
used in all traasactions in the Postal Department with
efiecct from January 1, 1981—CDM. Sri Lanka's police
service will be revamped in the coming year; whilst
the cadre will be raised by a further 2,000 men, the

Defence Ministry is to set up special striking units in

the divisional headquarters in provincial towns. While
~ .cholera spread to one more area in Mannar, health
authorities reportsd 25 positive cases—SU. The Op-
‘position Parties have made a written request to the
President Mr. 1. R. Jayewardene that the President
“ should, under Saction 78(8) of the Constitution, make 4
- gazatte potification regarding the decision to introduce
legislation on 6th January 1981 to provide for the seating
of the candidate.in Parliament who will win the by-
glection at Kalawana—VK. SR
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27: The Supreme Court
yesterday after hearing submissions by the “Attorney
Geperal Mr. Shiva Pasupati and council for the Civil
Rights Movement, Mr. S. Nadesan in regard to a Bill to
amend the Constitution to provide for the member to
be elected to the Kalawana seat on Japuary 12, tosit i
Parliamant indicated that it would convey its decision

to the President and the Speaker. One  hundred
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and fifty Sri Lankan delegates including the Speaker
Mr. Bakaar Markar, Cabinet Ministers: S, Thondaman
and C. Ryjadurai, Leader of the Opposition A, Amirtha-

. lingam axd about 22 Tamil speaking MPs will attend the

waek loag Fifth International S2minar o Tamil Research
starting in January at Madural, Tamil Nadu—CDN.

~ As two more positive cholera cases were reported from

lafaa and Aauradhapura the Health Ministry yester-
day alerted MOHs in the two areas to taks all steps to
coitain the diseases. Saudi Arabia’s Oil MiLister Sheikh
Ahmed Zaki Yamayi is due to stop over in Sri Lapka
this afternoon. Parliament has no right to accommodate
a Member without the consent of the people. If Parlia-
Maat wants to increase the number of Members it should
go back to the people; the people are supreme; if you
are increasing the number of Mambers you will neces-
sarily affect the franchise and in order to protect the
soversignty of the people you should go back to them;
these observations wers made by Chief lustice Naville
Samarakoon in the course of the submissions made by
the Attorney General Siva Pasupathi on the third
amandment to the Constitution to accommodate the
elcted Member for Kalawana—SU.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28: A capital infusion of
rupees 200 million in government fundsinto the Janatha
Estate Development Board (JEDB) and the State Planta-
tions Corporation (SPC) will be undertaken before
the end of this year, authoritative sources said yester-
day; the JEDB which is more in need of funds, will get
Rs. 120 million while the SPC will b paid a sum of
Rs. 80 million, these sources said, The Higher Educa-
tion authorities are hopeful that all cases filed in con-
nection with uaiversity admissions will er.d next mogth
and they will bz able to fijalise admissicns for the
acadzmic year 1980-81 by mid-February—S0. Drastic
changes will be effected to the Customs law of the
Country in the new year to give teeth to the joint Indo- .
Sri Lankan offensive to curb the huge volume of smug-
gling between the two countries; accord ng to official
sources, this two-way traffic in contraband amgunts
to several millions of rupees annually—ST.  Shelkh
Ahmed Zaki Yamaii, the influential Ol Minister of
Saudi Arabia, arrived here yesterday for an overnight
Stop over en route to his country. The handing over
the security of the Colombo Airport Katupayake to a
cx:(lian service will take place on January I, next year—

' MONDAY, DECEMBER 29: The Bank of Dubai

opening for business in Janiuary 1981 will have a new
approach to development projects in Sri Lanka's
rural sector, its Gepneral Manager S, Sambandam said
yesterday. President J. R. Jayewardene addressing a
mass trally at Devinuwara op Saturday said that the
enthusiasm shown by the various branch organisations
of the UNP and its youth leagues and kantha peramupas
‘to make that rally a success demonstrated the people’s
unstinted support for the UNP Government; the
President was addressing the people from a specially
tonstructad dais in the playground opposite the historic
Devinuwara Vishnu' Devale: Devinuwara is shortly to
be declared a sacred city--CDN. Teachersserving'in popu-
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lar areas for more than ten years -will be liable
for rtrapsfer; this decision has  been taken by
the commiytee which is in charge of teachers
trapsfers in view of teachers who have been serving
in a particular area or school for more than ten
years—CDM. Saudi Arabia yesterday assured Srj Lapka
enhanced il supplies for the . coming year;
it will also send to Colombo a highpowered
economic dzlegation to explore investment oppartu-
nitizs; these assurances came from the Kingdoms

Oi] Migister Sheikh Ahamed Zaki Yamanpi during talles

he hzld with Presigent ). R. Jayewardene at Mirissa,

A special cogvoy of six gaily dacorated vehicles dis-

playing the big prizes of the Mahapola Lottery started

on their 600 mile journey from the Ministry of Trade
. and Shipping on Saturday mornipg; the copvey will

proceed on its journey for six 'days ending the trip in

Bandarawela en January |, 1981; the Lottery will be

drawn on Japuary 12; the mobile Lottery has been
organised by the CWE which has sold 350,000 tickets
so far—SU. Sri Lanka has emerged as ope of Asia’s
- most attractive investment locations in terms of low
mapufacturing wages that prevail here, 2 busigess
intalligence survey servicing a broad international
clieptele has concluded—CO. :
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30: President J. R, Jlaye-
wardene, the Minister in charge of the Assotiated
Mewspapers of Ceylon Ltd., on December 10, 1980 gazzt-
ted the regulations which give absolute and unfettered
discretion to the Board of Directors to sell shares to
employees; these regulations are in keeping wiih the
government’s general,policy of making the employees
owiers of the business ventures in which they are
employed; the Goverp.ment’s new policy will be imple-
mented in the corporation sector in 1981, Large quar-
tities of silver are being allegedly smuggled ipto the
Middle East from India and Sri Lanka and 1he two coun-
tries have decided to take more effective counter-
measures: this was one of the vital deci.ions taken at
the Indo-Sri Lanka anti-smuggling conferer.ce held last
week at Madurai, Indiz and attended by a delegation
from Sri Lanka—CDN. The proposed financing of the
education of nearly one thousand univeriity students
by 1983 by the Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship
Fund was accepted as a challenge by the Minister of
Trade and Shipping, Mr. Lalith Athulathmudzli if the
Board of Trustees of this fund are succeesful in making
the available financial resources a government approved
charitable fund so as to exploit its potential to the
fullest. Environmentalists and the general public are

‘alarmed at the largescale destruction of forests in the

Bibile area where some of the finest jungles in the island
are found—CPM. President J. R. Jayewardene will make
an official yisit to Saudi Arabia in March next year;

the visit is in response to an invitation extended early-

chis year by Saudi Arabia’s King Khalid. Officials
of seven Asian countries are likely to meet in Colombo
- next month to finalise the broad outlines for the forma-
tion of an Asian regional grouping; 2 document out-

lining the concepts behind the proposed grouping .

has already been circulated to these couptries—India,

' 'Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lapka, Nepal, Bhutan and

3l

the Maldives, Foraign Ministry sources said yesterday.
Goverpmant is to initidte negotiations with several

West Asian countries to fund a massive projectin a bid '

to ovarcoms the dzarth of profassionais and skilled
workers—SU. A 20-year-old Sri Lankan woman has
been sentenced to six mopths imprisonment, 70 lashes
and deportation by a Shariah Court in Abu Dhabi in
ap adultery case; her 25 year old Indian lover received
a stiffer sentence 'of three years imprisonment, 90
lashes and deporcation—CQ. The President of the
Educational Seryvices Committee Mr. V. L. Wirasigha
admitted yesterday that there was an acute shortage
of teachers in the whole country to teach Science and
Mathematics; he also said that it would be possible
to select some teachers with the required qualifications
to teach these subjects shortly—VK

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3I: Sri Lanka will
receive ag additiopal Rs. 41.4 million for three ongoing
pro]ects from the United States of America; the Amend-
mants providing for the increased funding for the three
projects were signed yesterday by Mr. Dopald R, Tous-
saint, US Ambassader and Dr. V. M. Tilakaratne Secre-
tary, Ministry of Finapce and Planning. The Gampaha
Siddnayurvedha College has been selected as the nucleus
for the setting up of an International University for
Alterpative Medicine; the Amsterdan-based orgapisa-
tion Madicina Alternative will spend '$ 200 million for
the setting up of this institution. There will be no
rationing  of petrol and petroleum products for the
next three months; the Petroleum Corporation now
has adequate stocks to last over three months, Mr.
Daham Wimalasena, Chdirman of the Corporation
said yesterday. The Government has decided to with-
draw its serurity forces from the North with effect
from today, as peace and sacurity have been restored
to the Pealpsula, the Norch’s Szcurity Commander
and the Army’s Inspector General of Field Forces, Bri-
gadier Henry Achukorala said yesterday—CPN, A
immadiate upward revision of salary for the Judiciary
has been strongly recommended to the government
by the Ministry of Justice—CDM. Sri Lanka’s road
networks will be rehabilitated shortly under a massive
25 miflion dollar project to be worked out by the High-
ways Migistey in collaboration with the World Bank
—5U. The priceof cruds oil and sugar in interpational

- markets has exerced substantial pressure on Sri Lanka's

beleagured balance of payments duripg 1980, [atest
Central Bank economic data reveals—C0. It is reliably

ter Mr..R. Premadasa to grant an increase of Rs. 70 all-
round has been accepted by the Goverpment and that
this increase will be given to all workers employed
in Government Corporations and Departments whether
the Corporations run at 2 loss or at a profit—DP,
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. understoad that the propesal made by the Prime Mipis- -



Confidentially

IS IT NOT STRANGE that with the newspapers full
of stories and advertisements about a flood of broliers
for the table from one or more of the new multi-mil-
lion farms in Sri Lanka, that Tribune should be inundated
with letters and complaints from small poultry farmers
who say they are going bankrupt!? That elsewhere
in this issue we have published a letter from a poultry
farmer in ‘Kandy? That in this column we will refer
to a note sent to us from another small poultry farmer
from the la-ela area? That this is what he said: “Did
you hear the ‘zem’ over the SLBC on the night of Friday,
Japnuary 2, which claimed that the Qils and Fats Cor-
poration had increased animal feed production in the
first ten months of 1980 by 28% compared to the cor-
responding Period in 1979 That “if this is true
why have so many small poultry farmers put up their
shutters’ is the first question? That the next question
is “why are parent stock producers of day old chicks
finding the sale of day-old chicks a trifle difficult?”
That all this was happening, he said, just when the
small poultry farmers have started to mortgage what
little they have to meet their bank and loan commit-
ments and that this coipcided with the time when the
CWE and other government agencies had started sel-
ling the produce of one of the largest broileriesin Sri
Laplka! That, there is ro doubt, states our reader,
“that this pinnacle of financial tyrsonery has all the
ready liquid cash to buy out all the food ingredients,
dictate terms to the CWE and thus put the small farmer
out of business?” That the reader then raised the
question as to why when the “Ministry dealing with
poultry is at the peak ofiits popularity is claimipg as
it does that everything is going so well in the poultry
world, when it is shouting from the house-tops that
milk produstion wasinecreasipg by leaps and boundsand
that when itis boasting that consumers were getting their
eggs and milk at their very doorsteps at pricas which
defied competition, the small poultry farmer is being
wiped out?’' That the reader wants soms govern-
ment authority to investigate whether in fact {(2) more
animal (and poultry) feed was'in fact produced in 1980
as compared to 1979; (b) whether milk production has
gone up in 19807 (c) whether consumers are getting
milk and eggs regularly at prices that defied competi-
tion? That this reader wants Tribune also to conduct
investigations of its own on these matters—even though
he himself would soon join the ranks of the urban edu-
cated unemployed as his attempts to be gainfully self-
employed will end in total failure and bankruptey?

IS IT NOT A FACT asks another reader from Colombo
whether in the top echelons of the Administration
and the High Finance, it is being whispered that in-
flation is already running at the rate of 65542 That
every effort was being made to keep this steep Himal

TRIBUNE, January 10, 1981

ayan rise in the inflation rate a dark secret? That
there were suspicions that steps had also been taken
to “cook the statistics’ to persuade the people as well
as foreign agencies that the rate of inflation was
havercrafting around 20%? That in spite of all these
efforts, inflation like murder, will be out? That people
draw their own conclusions frem the fact that the Sri
Lanka rupee had devalued 209 to 30% since October
1977 (after the 1003, devaluation effected in Augustf
September 1977)2 That 100 Indizn rupees which cost
180 Sri Lanka (SL) rupees then, now cost Rs. 220, that
100 US dollars which cost 1500 SL rupees then, now
cost 1800, and 100 pounds sterling which cost 3000 SL
rupees then, now cost: well over 40007 That speculators

‘ were operating on the footing that the 100 Indian

rupees will soon cost 250 Sri Lanka rupees, that 100
US dollars will touch 2000 SL rupses and that |00
pounds sterling will top the 5000 SL rupees mark?
That the ayerage price of fish (not seer) which was
around Rs. S5to 6alb.in 1977 is now around Rs. 10 alb?
The cheapest variety of fi ‘haround Rs. 4 than now fetc-
hed Rs.7 to Rg. 10alb.? That an egg which cost 50 cents
then now costs Rs. I/— each? That mutton and beef
had gone up very nearly double? That the Rs, 3/50
a-meagure rice was pow around Rs. 6/50 a measure!
That average price of vegetables had moved up from
Rs. 1.50 to Rs. 3.00 per 1b.? That the cheapest plan-
tains which were around —f25 cents each then had
moved up to —/60 cents each? That en top of all this,
the conversion to the meatric system without adequate
“education of the masses” and without proper super-
vision has added to the burdens of the consumer? That
in the conversion the copsumer is being cheated ano-
ther 209 to 50947 That the 20 ounce (‘pint) of pas-
teurised milk in bottles at Rs. 2/00 is being sold to
consumers in one litre (16 ouncesj “'satches™ or “pou-
ches” also for Rs. 27 That in the conversion from ounces
and pounds to grammess and kilograms, consumers
are being diddled by at least 20%,. That the mere
insistence on prices bzing proclaimad on uotice-boards
is no guaraptee that the monkey business in metric
conversion will be brought under coptrol? That' all
these have added to the inflationary spiral—with no
prospects in sight even on the distant horizon that
government has contemplated any meaningful steps
to check inflation? That it is not enough to put all
the blame on the oil price hike—when little or nothing
is being done to Ipcrease local production? That
salary increases are too little and have always come too
late? That the rhetoric of the government now only
tends to increase the credibility gap?

Y.
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Registered as a Newspaper in Sri Lanka

o Years Of

Universal Franchise
THE RIGHT TO VOTE

THEN
® Males only
® British subjects
® Over 2| years

NOwW
® Sri Lanka citizens
® Over 18 years
® No income property or

@ Able to read and write literacy qualifications
English, Sinhalese or Tamil

@ Possess Income
and property

Calender Of SEEF_E_‘?'] qu_n_ls

4th February 1981
20th Jone

7th July
16th July

20th October

4th Felyruary. 1982

Commencement of yvear of celebrations
National Day celebrations at Anuradhapura

Specia] regiona] meeting of Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association

lssue ol commemorative stamp

Opening of Sri Lanka exhibition at

Commonwealth Institate, London

Commemorative meeting; visit of
Her Majesty the Queen to Sri Lanka

Opening of new Parliament at
=
Sri Jayawardencpura

In commemoration of the 50th Annfversary of Universal
Franchise, the people of Sri Lanka will, throughout 1981,
involve themselves in nation-bailding activities on us

wide a busis as possible.

RELEASED EY THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION OF THE MINISTRY OF STATE,
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