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Today the Tamil nation celebrates 82nd Birthday of
Appapillai Amirthalingam, the leader of the opposition

The unquestioned leader of the
Tamil people of Ceylon

It would have been more appropriate to celebrate his 5ist birthday but
unfortunately the tragic occurances of August 1977 which had such a deva-
Stating effect on the lives of the Tamil People made this impossible. That
is why we have decided to celebrate his birthday this year as a symbol of
the Tamil people's determination to take charge of their own destiny.

Appapillai Amirthalingam was not born with the proverbial silverspoon
in his mouth. He was born in an ordinary family and had his education
not in any school where the affluent send their children but in ‘an ordinary
village school. Both ‘in the circumstances of his birth and his educational '
and professional carrier,” Amirthalingam’s life is typical of the life and carrier
of the vast majority of the Tamils. It is this representative character, that
has enabled Amirthalingam to emergas the leader of his people at this critical '
juncture, though he was net born in an aristocratic family, We should like to
stress this aspeet as it symbolises the upsurge of the Tamil people today.

The new social forces among the Tamils such as the youth. the rural
Peasantry, and the interalectully and the socially oppressed sections are fast
rallying round the dynamic personality of Amir, This has been clearly shown
in the massive mandate given to the T.U.L.F. led by him. . ]

For over thirty years he .has openly: stood by the Tamil Cause. He
Started his political life as a young activist worker of the Federal Party the
main component of the T.U. L.F. He was the President of the F.P. Youth
Front Then he became the General Secretary of the Federal Party. Since
1959 to 1970 he represented the Vaddukodaielectorate from where he hails. He
took a keen interest in the formation of the T. U. F. which later emerged
as T. U.L.F. of which he happens to be the General Secretary.

He was a close associate and remained the mosi trusted and loyal dis-
ciple of the veteran leader of the Tamils, the late Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayagam.

It was while he was at the university that Amirthalingam was attracted
by the political ideas preached by left leaders and began his study of the
ciassics of marxism.



When Amirthalingam siepped into the legal sphere there was every
possiblity that like so many others before him, he could have blosomed
into a legal luminary but Amirthalingam chose to make the cause of his
people his full time vocatioun and life. He has sacrificed a very lucrative
legal practice for full time political work. Consequently he and his family
have suffered tremendously. Amirthalingam is very fortunate in that his wife
and children have fully backed his incessant struggle for his [people this has
meant very harsh sacrifices but neither Amirthalingam nor his family have
been reluctant to pay the cost.

It is therefore but fitting that the Tamil people should have as their
leader at this very critical point in their long history, a young dynamic man
who puts the service of his people and their freedom before everything else-
At a time when the forces of reaction and progress are locked in a mortal
combat it is heartening that a man of the people should lead the struggle
against all obscurantist forces which are seeking to plunge this country into
medieval times. Amirthalingam champions those forces whose aspirations are
a classless society and a secular democracy, where equality fraternity and
justice will prevajl. It is therefore the duty of all progressive forces to
strengthen the hands of the leader Mr. Amirthalingam. who has consistantly
championed the cause of the socialist block, which Mr. Amirthalingam has
pointed out in a fine example of how diversc nations can live in complete
equality and accord. It is only socialism that can ensuire commercial amity
and harmony. The prerequisit is that the progressive forces in the south
accept the unconditional right of the Tamil Nation to seclf determination. It
is only such an acceptance that can pave the way for unity in this Island.

In this context it should be noted that Mr. Amirthalingam bas fought
not only for the rights of the Tamils but has also as & leader of the oppo-
sition ,championed the cause of the workers and the national interest generally.

Therefore while celebrating his 52nd birthday and wishing him long life
to fight for his people, we call upon the progressive forces especially in
the south to view the problems of the Tamil Nation in this country from a
marsist perspective and not to surrender their principle for a few parliament-
ary seats.

On behalf of the Tamil people we wish Amirtbalingam all the best for
himself and his people on this his 52nd birthday.

i ¢

. : s
To me, the biggest temple. or church or mosque is the

place where man works for the good of mankind

— Jawaharlal Nehru
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Speech Delivered in the National State Assembly

by the Hon. Leader

githe T UL "E."F

Mr. A. Amirthalingam on the Proposed
New Constitution on 3-8-78

M:. Speaker. I am very thankful to you
for your indulgence in permitting me to
speak at some length in Tamil in order
to place before this House and before
the country the position of the TULF
and the Tamil nation in Cevlon with
regard to the far-reaching changes that
we are witnessing today. It is not every
day that a Parliament of a country
indulges in the exercise of Constitution-
making. It is a rare phenomenon and
it can be once in a decade or even
less frequently that Constitutions are.
changed. But, unfortunately, in our
country we seem fo have reached a
stage when every Government wants to
change the Constitution and have a
Constitution of its own. Anyhow, I ap-
peal to hon. Members to bear in mind
the seriousness of the occasion. After
all, the occasion when the Constitution
of a country is being changed is not
an occasion for levity; it is not an
occasion for cheap jibes; it is not an
occasion for heckling: it is not an oc-
casion for interruptions. Tt is an oc-
casion for all hon. Members of this
. House, without including in and try-
ing to make cheap political capital of
the issues involved, without trying to
have any recrimination, to analyse the
historical events, to analyse the back-
ground, to analyse the forces that have

surfaced necessitating a4 change in the
Constitution, |

Mt. Speaker, the making of 2 'Cons-
titution is not an isolated event but a
step in the process by which people

assort their sovereignty and identity,
articulate their basic values and aspira-
tions and define the instrument of
Government through which the sovere-
ignty of the people can be exercised.
1 am sure the hon: Members of this
House will approach this question in
that spirit. If they do approach the
question bearing these facts in mind
they will realize what a serious task
they are engaged in,

Now, Sir, when the Second Amend-
ment to the present Constitution, pro-
viding for the creation of the post of
an Executive President was moved, 1
had occasion to place before this House
the stand of the TULF and the Tamil
national to that amendment. 1 said on
that occasion, that we who had rejected
the existing Constitution, we who had
refused 1o accept it as binding on us,
could net be a party to the amend-
ment of the Censtitution and we there-
fore refused to participate in the Debate
on the Second Reading of the Amend-
ment. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, without
repeating the things that I referred to
in the course of my speech, 1 want to
refer in passing, to the history of Con-
stitution making in this country,

In 1970 when the United Front Go-
vernment came into power they coil-
vened the Constituent Assembly and
invited all political parties to participate
in its deliberating in drafting a new
Constitution for this country. On that
occasion we also joind the Constituent
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Assembly and participated in the deli-
berations of the Constituent Assembly.
We cxpected that amendments to the
basic resolutions would be considered,
that there would be a policy of give
and take and suitable adjustments cculd
be made, and the rights that the Tamil-
speaking people in  this country have
been agitating for up to that time could
be sufeguarded by the provisions in that
Constituiion.
not only participated in the Constituent
Assembly, but my late Leader, Mr. S.
J. V. Chelvanavakam, and some of us
even met the then Hon. Prime Minister
and the Hon Minister of Constitutional
Affairs and placed owr point of view
before them.

The late Miro Chelvanavakam said in
Constituent Assembly: '

“We were always willing to compro-
mise for the sake of an agreed settle-
ment of this vexed question. We indi-
cated to the Hon. Prime Minister and the
Hon. Minister of Constitutional Affairs
the minimum rights we wanted embodied
in the Constitution but altheugh our dis-
cussim'ls with the Hon. Prime Minister
and the Hon. Minister of Constitutional
Affairs were very cordial and our views
apparently received the serious considera-
tion of the Hon, Frime Minister, vet it

has not been proposed o make * any

alteration in the Basic Resolutions as
they stand. In the cirsumstances no use-
ful purpoze will be served in our con-
tinuing in the deliberations of this As-
sembly.

And he and the other “embers of our
Party from then oawards kept out of
the Constiluert Agsembly.

After the Constitution was passed we
urged for amendments tc the Consti-
tution. When I say “we”, [include the

15

With that end in view we

Hon. Minisier of Justiee wio was then a
member of the Tamil Upited Front
While also being a member of the United
National Party e was a member of the
Tamil United Front in our agitation for
our constitutional rights. We put for-
ward ceriain demands for the amend-
ment of the Constitution and all our re-
quests fell on deaf ears.  We did not
hzve even un acknowledgmen: to the
letter thar my late Leadar wrote at that
stage.

Then, Sir, as I said, under those ecir-
cumsiances Mr. Chelvanayakam decided
to vindicate his stand by getting a man-
date irom his electorate for the rejection
of the Constitution. He actually re-
signed on the 2nd of October, 1972.
hut he made his statemsznt on the 3rd
October and handed in his leiter because
the House set only on the 3rd October
1972. You will recall, Mr. Spceker that
in the course of my Tamil spesch T said
1 will deal with this statement in the
course of my speech in English. This
is the text of the statement which he
made on the Fioor of this House at
the time he resigasd iis seat in October,
1972.

“Y am resigning my sext in this Honour-
able House: T wish to state my reasous
for doing so.

The history of the Tamii people
in thiz country since 1948 has been
one of deterioration. In the then Parlia-
men of mninetyfive elected ~iembers
there were eight Tamil Members re-
presenting  the estate Tamil population
who are today nol there. They have
been repluced by Sinhalese Members
now mn double that number. The eight
Tamil Membsrs were there by the grant
of the vote to the bulk of the workers
on the estates. This was thought to be
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a just decision on the ‘question of
Tamils of Indian origin by the United
Kingdom Government.

As soon as Ceylon became inde-
pendent the first thing the Sinhalese
Government did was to deprive the
Tamil worker in the estates of the
vote. This was carefully manoeuvred
through a citizenship law that deprived
them of citizenship and by granting the
vote to citizens only. The entire struc-
ture on which the Soulbury Constitution
was based collapsed. It must be said to
the credit of the L. S. S. P. and the C. P.
that they opposed this move thongh they
have now succumbed to a purely com-
munal policy. P

The next important thing that took
place was the passing of the Sinhala Ounly
Act by the Bandaranaike Government in
1956. Even this was made possible by the
depriving of the vote of the Tamil worker
on the esiates. Although the Tamil worker
has been deprived of the vote, the seats
that were allotted to them have not been
removed but have been given to the Sin-
halese voter. This has meant that from
1952 onwards the legislature has been a
Sinhalese weighted body and all legislation
thereafter has been communal Sinhalese.
Had the vote rewained as it was in ]974
the landslide in the election of 1970 would
not have taken place.

The next important event has been
the creation of a new Constitution by a
legislature that was so Sinhalese weighted.
The Constitution has given everything to
the Sinhalese and has given nothing to
the Tamils. The Sinhala Only Act has been
so strengthened that it requires a two-
thirds majority to after it. Sinhala has
been made the language of the courts.
All talk about a man being tried in his
own language applies to the Sinhala man

and not to the Tamil man. There are
many other features in the Constitution
that T need not mention here. Even
the slight protection that was given to
the minorities by Section 29 of the old
Constitution has been removed.

Faced with this situation the Tamil
people of different parties formed the
Tamil United Front and appealed to the
Prime Minister to remedy some of these
evils. I, on behalf of the Tamil United
Front, wrote to the Prime Minister a
letter raising six points on which the
Constitution has to be amended, and we
gave her tlme till the 30th September to
do that. But nothing has been done.
In this situation the responsibility falls
on my head, as the Leader of the Tamil
United Front, to appeal to the Tamil
people for them to say whether they are
with me or not.

At is claimed by the Government
that a sizeable section of the Tamil people
accepts the Constitution. We deny this
and want to give an opportunity to the
Government to prove that claim. The
best way in which that can be done
is for me as the Leader of the Tamil
United Front to resign my Seat in this
Honourable House and re-contest it on
my policy and ask the Government to
oppose me on its policy. Of course, the
decision will be that of the Tamil people.
My policy will be that in view of the
events that have taken place the Tamil
people of Ceylon should have the right
to determine their future whether they
are to be a subject race in Ceylon or
they are to be a free people. I shall ask
the people to vote for me on the second
of these alterpatives.

Let the Government contest me on that
position. If Ilose Igiveup my policy.
If the Gowernment losss, let it not say
that the Tamil people support its policy



and its Constitution. Let not the Govern-
ment deprive the people of their decision
on the issues raised by postponting the
by-election’” - (Official Report, 3rd Octo-
ber 1972; Vol. 2, cc. 883-4)

This was a statement that Mr. Chel
vanayakam made on the Floor of the
House on 3rd October 1972 when he
resigned his Seat in order to give an
opportunity for the then Government
to test its claim that the Tamil people
accepted the Constitution. Of course,
the election was postponed for two
year$ or more, and ultimately when the
election was held in 1975 the voters of
the Kankesanturai Electorate, whom I
have the privilege of representing today,
gave an unequivocal verdict. Aad svhat
was the verdict? By owver 75 per cent
of the votes they returned Mr. Chelvana-
yakam, thereby not only indicating that
they rejected the Constitution but also
stressing what Mr. Chelvanayakam im-
mediately after his victory in the election
said. namely, ‘“I:consider the verdict at
the election as a mandate that the Tamil
Eelam nation should exercise the sover-
eignty already vested in the Tamil people

and become free.'’ In fact, the verdict
is almost 100 per cent today because the

only candidate whom the then Govern-
ment could persuade to contest Mr. Chel-
vanayakam on that issue, Mr. V. Ponnam-
balam of the Communist Party, has now
given it up and has joined hands with
the TULF in the struggle for the libera-
tion of the Tamil people.

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali — Mini-
ster of Trade)

Has be left the Communist Party?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Yes, he has left the
Party.

Communist

Acting on this mandate that the
Tamil people gave, Members of the
T.U. L. F. who were then in Parliment
gave notice of 4 Private Members’ Motion
By a strange coincidence thut appeared
on the Order Paper of this House on the
4th of February, 1976.

This is the motion notice of which
was given by Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam
Mr V. Dharmalingam, Mr. A. Thanga-
thurai, Mr. X. M. Sellathamby, Mr. B.
Neminathan, Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai,
Mr. V., N. Navaratnam, Mr. K. Jeyak-
kody, Mr. K. Thurairatnam, Mr. K P.
Ratnam and Mr. V. Anandasangare:

“Where as the Sinhalese and the
Tamils in Sri Lanka constitute two
separate nations with their inherent right
to self-determination,

And whereas the Sinhalese nation
and the Tamil nation who were shackled
together by foreign rule remain to this
day shackled,

And whereas all governments of inde-
pendent Sri Lanka have always encourag-
ed and fostered the aggressive nationalism
of the Sinhalese nation culminating in
the unilateral imposition of the present
Constitution which has condemned the
Tamils to the position of a subject nation,
this Assembly resolves to recognize the
verdict of the K. K. 8. by-election asa
mandate for the restoration and reconsti-
tution of the free, sovereign, secular,
socialist State of Tamil Eelam.”

This was a motion, notice of which
was given in February, 1976. But the
motion was never reached. There was
another Private Members” Motion before
it and the Government kept - it going,
m  such a way that thereafter
after notice of this motion was given,
till that Parliament was dissolved—no
other Private’ Members’ Motion was
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taken up during the res: of the term
of that Parliament.

(A Member)
Democracy !
{Mr. A. Amirthalisgam)

After that we met in our apnual
convention at Vaddukkoddai, in my own
village of Pannakam and we adopted the
historical resolution which was the basis
of our Eleciion Manifesto also.

In that resolution we set out the
various reasons why we were forced to
come to the conclusson that we could
not live together with our brothers any
longer. T think it is appropriate at
this stage to piace that resolution before
this house on this historic occasion.
It reads:

“‘Whereas throughout the centuries
from the dawn of history the Sinhalese
and Tamil nations have divided between
them the possession of Ceylon, the
Sinhalese inhabiting the interior of the
country in its southern and wesiern parts
from the river Walawe to that of Chilaw
and the Tamils possessing the nothern and
eastern districts.

And whereas the Tamil kingdom was
overthrown in war and congquered by the
Portuguese in 1919 and from them by the
Dutch and the British in turn independent
of the Sinhalese Kmgdoms,

And whereas the British Colonialists
who ruled the territories of the Sinhalese
and Tamil kingdoms separately joined
under compulsion the territories of the
Tamil kingdom to the territories of the
Sinhalese kingdoms for purposes of ad-
ministrative convenience on the recom-
mendation of the Colebrooke Commission
in 1833,

And whereas Tamil leaders were in
the forefront of the Freedom Movement

to rid Ceylon of colonial bendage which
ultimately led to the grant of independence
to Ceylon in 1943.

And whereas the foregoing facts of
history were completely overlooked and
power wag transferred to the Sinhalese
nation over the entire country on the
basis of a numerical majority, thereby
reducing the Tamil nation to the position
of a subject people;

And wheress successive Sinhalese Gov-
ernments since Independence have always
encouraged and fostered the aggressive
nationalism of the Sinhalese people and
have uvsed their political power to the
detriment of the Tamils by—

(a} Depriving one half of the Tamil
people of their citizenship and fran-
chise rights, thereby reducing Tamil
representation in Parliament;

(b) Making serious inroads into the terri-

" tories of ihe former Tamil kingdom by

a sytsem of planned and state-aided

Sinhalese colonization and large-scale

regilarization of recently encouraged

Sinkalese encroachments calculated to

make the Tamils a minerity in their

owrt homeland;

Making Sinhala the oaly official
language throughoui Ceylon thereby
placing the stamp of inferiority on
the Tamils and the Tamil lan-
guage.

(e

(d) Giving the foremost place to Bud-
dhisra under the republican Con-
stitution thereby reducing the Hin-
dus, Christians and Muslims to

second-class status in this counntry;

{e) Denying to the Tamile equality of
opportunity in the spheres of em-
ployment. education, land alienation
and economic life in general, and
starving Tamil arcas of large-scale
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{)

{2)

{h)

industries and development schemes,
thereby seriously endangering their
very exisience in Ceylon;

Systematically cutting them off from
the main-stream of Tamil culture
in South India while denying them
opportunities of develoning their
language and culture in  Cevlon,
thereby working inexorably towards
the cultural genocide of the Tamils;

Permitting and unleashing commu-
nal viclence and intimidation against
Tamil-speaking people as happened
in Amparai and Colombo in 1956
all over the country in 1558, Army
reign of terror in 1the Northern and
Eastern Provinces in 1961, police
violence at the International Tamil
Research Conference in 1974 resul-

ting in the death of nine persons

in Jaffna, police and communal
violence against Tamil-speaking Mus-
lims at Puttalom and various other
parts of Ceylon in 1976—all these
calculated to instil terror in the
minds of the Tamil-speaking people,
thereby breaking their spirit and the
will to resist the injustices heaped
on’ them;

By terrorising. torturing and im-
prisoning Tamil youths without trial
for leng perjods on the flimsiest of
grounds;

Capping it all, by imposing on the
Tamil Nation a constitution dJrafted
under conditions of emergency with-
out opportunities for free discussion

‘by a constituent assembly elecied

on the basic of the Sculbury Con-
stitution distorted by the Citizen-
ship laws resuliing in weightage in
representation te the Sinhalese ma-
jority thereby depriving the Tamils
16 '

of even the remants of safeguards
they had under the earlier con-
stitution.

And whereas all attempts by the various
Tamil. political parties to win their
rights bv co-opsrating with the govern-
ments, by parliamentary and extra-
parlianientary agitations, by entering into
pacts and understanding, with succes-
sive Prime Ministers in order to achieve
the bare minimum of political rights
consistent with the self-respect of the
Tamil people have proved to be futile;

And whereas the efforis of the All
Ceylon Tamil Congress to ensire non-
domination of the minorities by the
miajority by the adoption of a scheme
of balanced representation in a Unitary
Constitution have failed and even the
meagre safeguards provided in article
29 of the Soulbury Constilution 2against
discriminatory legislation have been re-
moved by the Republican Constitution;

And whereas the proposals submittad
to the Constituent Assembly by the
Illankai Thamil Arasu Kadchi for main-
taining the unity of the country. while
preserving the integrity of the Tamil
people by the establishment of an auto-
nomous Tamil State within the frame-
work of a Federal Republic of Ceylon
were summarily - and totally rejected
withcut ever the courtesy of a con-
sigerotion of its merits, and

- Whereas the amendments to the Basic
Resolutions intended to ensure the mini-
mum of safeguards of the Tamil people
moved on the basis of the 9 point
demands formulated at the Conference
of "ail Tamil political parties on 7th
February 1971 and by individual parties
and Tamil Members of Parliament, in-
cluding those now with the Government
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party, were rejected by the Government
and the Constituent Assembly, and

Whereas =ven amendments to the draft
proposals relating to language, religion
and fundamental rights. including those
calculated Lo ensure that at least the pro-
visions of the Tamil Language (Special
Previsions) Act be included in the Con-
stitution, were defeated, reserting in the
bovcotting of the Constitutent Assembly
by a large majority of Tamil . Ps, and

Whereas the Tamil United Liberation
Front, after rejecting the Republican
Constitution adopted on 22nd May 1972,
put 2 G-point demand to the Prime Min-
jster and the Government on 25th June
1972 and gave three months time within
which the Government was called upon
to take meaningful steps to amend the
Constitution so as to mest the aspira-
tions of the Tamil nation on the basis
of the G-point demands and informed
the Government that if it failed to do
so the Tamil United Liberation Front
would launch a nou-violent direct action
against the Governmeni in order to win
freedom and the rights of the Tamil
nation on :he basis of the rights of self-
determination, and

Whereas the last atiempt by the Tamil
United Liberation Front to win consti-
tutional recognition of the rights of the
Tamil nation without jeopardizing the
unity of the country, was callously ig-
nored by the Prime Minister and the
Governmeni, and

Whereas :he opporturnity provided by
the T. U. L. F. leader to vindicate the
Goverment’s contention that her Cons-

titution had the backing of the Tamil
people, by resigning from his member-
ship of the National State Assembly
and creating a by-election, was delibe-

rately put off for over two vears in ufter
disregard of the democratic right of the
Tamil voters of Kankesanthurai, and

_ Whereas in the by-election held on the
6th February 1975 the voters of Kan-

kesanturai by a preponderant majority
not only resjected the Republican Cons-
titution imposed on them by the Sinhalese
Government but also gave a mandate io
Mr. 8. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q. C. and
through him to the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front for the restoration and recons-
titution of the free, sovereign, secular,
socialist staie of Tamil Eelam,

The first National Convention of the
Tamil United Liberation Front Meeting
at Pannakam on the 14th day of May
1966 hereby declares that the Tamils of

Ceylen, by virtue of their great language

their religions, their separate culture and
heritage, their history of independent
existence as a separate state over a
distinct territory for several centuries
until they were conquered by the armed
might of the FEuropean invaders and
above all, by their will to exist as a
separate entity ruling themselves in ‘their
own territory, are a nation distinct and
apart from the Sinhalese and this Con-
vention snounces to the world that the
Republican Constitution of 1972 has made
the Tamils a slave nation ruled by the
new colonial masters, the Sinhalese, who
are using the power they have wrongly
usurped to deprive the Tamil nation of
its territory, laoguage, citizenship. eco-
nomic lifs, opportunities of employmeni
and education, thereby depriving all the
atiribates of nationhood of the Tamil
people,

And therefore, while taking not of the
reservations®’ —
in that respect the C.W.C. had a
mental resetvation and we recognized
it—
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*‘In relation to iis commitment to
the setting up of a separate state of
Tamil Eelam expressed by the Ceylon
Workers® Congress as a trade union of
plantation workers, the majority ot
whom live and work outside the nothern
and eastern arcas,

This Convention resolves that the res-
toration and reconstitution of the free
sovereign, secular socialist state of Tamil
Eclam based on the right of self deter-
mination inherent to every nation, has
become inevitable in order to safepuard
the very existence of the Tamil nation in
this country. :

This Convention further declares—

(a) that the State of TAMIL EELAM
shall consist of the people of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces and
shall also ensure full and equal
rights of citizenship of the State of
TAMIL EELAM to a Tamil-speak-
ing people living in any part of
Ceylon and to TAMILS of EELAM
origin living in any part of the
world who may opt for citizenship
of TAMIL EELAM;

that* the constitution
EELAM shall be based on the
principle of democratic decentra-
lization so as to ensure the non-
domination of any religions or terri-
torial community of TAMIL EELAM
by any other section;

(b) of TAMIL

(c) that in the State of Tamil Eelam,
caste shall be abolished and the

observance of the pernicious prac-
ticc of unteuchability or inequality
of any type based on birth shall
be totally eradicated and its obser-

varce in any form punished by
law; | :
(d) that TAMIL EELAM shall be a

secular state giving equal protect-

ion and assistance to all religions

t0 which the people of the state

may belong;
{c} that Tamil shall be the language
of the State but the rights of
Sinhalesc-speuking minorities in Tamil
Eelam 1o education and transaction
of business in their language shall
be protected on a reciprocal basis
with the Tamil-speaking minorities
.in the Sinhala State.

(f) that Tamil Eelam shall be a Socialist
State wherein the exploitation of man
by man shall be forbidden, the
dignity of labour shall be recogaized,
the means of production and distri-
bution shall be subject to public
ownership and control while permiti-
ing private enterprise in these branch-
es within limits prescribed by law,
economic development shall be on
the basis of socialist planning and
there shall be a ceiling on the total
wealth that any individual or family
may acquire.

This Convention directs the Action
Committee of the TAMIL UNITED
LIBERATION FRONT to formulate a
plan of action and launch without undues
delay the struggle for winning the sover-
eignity aund freedom of the Tamil Nation.

And this Convention calls upon the
Tamil Nation in general and the Tamil
vouth in particular to come forward to
throw themselves fully in the sacred
fight for freedom and to flinch not till
the goal of a sovereign socialist State of
TAMIL EELAM is reached.”

Mr. Speaker, I read this resolution
fully because Iwant thc whole country
to know the views the feelings and the
aspirations of the Tamil Nation in this
country,
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(A Member)
Now we know |

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

When this resolution was passed
Emergency regulations were promulgated
making it an offence for anybody even
to publish this rcsolution. The news
Papers were ordered not to publish the
resolution. and they thought that there
would be a blackout of this resolution
thereby. We delied the law. We defied
the Emergency reguiations which prescrib-
ed a penalty of twenty years’ imprison-
ment. a fine, and forfeiture of property.

We defied that ban, printed copies of
this resolution in thousands. and dis-

tributed them all over the country, On
the 22nd of May 1976 some of our Mem-
bers were taken into custody. I :myself,
the hon. Member for Point Pedro, the
hon.
Member for Chavakachcheri were taken
into custody, removed to Paget Road
and locked up in solitary cells for ten
days. : :

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel)
These are all past sins.
{Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

I'am dealing with the history. I am
not dealing with the present.

After we were released we were
brought to trial before a trial-at-bar, that
is, beforc a bench of three Judges of the
High Court of Colombo on those charges.

In that trial-at-bar T as the first
accused had the priviiege of stating what
my plea was. Tiold the court on that
occasion that I was not prepared to plead
guilty or not guilty to the charges because
I did not accept that the court was
properly Constituted because the court was
c_o.n'st_ituted under an inpvalid constitution
and under invalid emergency  regulations.

Member for Kayts and the hon.’

That was the position we took upand as
I said 67 eminent lawyers led by Mr. S. J.
V. Chelvanayakam, Q. C., Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam, Q. C.,, Mr. M. Thiruchel-
vam, Q. C, Mr V.S, A, Pullenayagam,
Q. C., Mr. P. Navaratnarajah, Q. C.,
Mr. R. R. Crossette Thambiah, Q. C,
and Mr. S. J. Kadirgamar appeared in
that historic trial-at bar in the course of
which we placed before the court, before
the whole country and before the whole
world our case.

Our case was twofold. We challenged
the validity of the emergency regulations.
We said that the emergency regulations
had not been properly promulgated and
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam argued that
point. Then we chalienged the validity of
the constitution and Mr. Thiruchelvam
and Mr. Pullenayagam argued that point.
The arguments went on for several days.
Ultimately the trial-at-bar court said
that the question of the validity of the
constitution was a political question and
that the court could not be called upon
to adjudicate upon it, While they so held
on that question they also held that the
emergency had not been properly declar-
ed and, therefore the emergency regula-
tions were invalid and that the court
having been constituted as a trial-at-bar
under the emergency regulations had
been improperly called together and
therefore they had no power to try me
and they discharged me. The same thing
happened to the other three accused in
the other three cases.

The Government took up the matter
m appeal in the Supreme Court and
curiously enough in the course of the
argumenfts or just before that the
Attorney-General indicated to the Sup-
reme Court that the Government intended
to withdraw the charges against the
accused and that they were not proceed-



ing with the charges and thereiore the
Supreme Court could give its verdict
on the lepal question uninhibited by
any consequences that may flow from
it to us. Anvhow the net result was
that we were exonerated and that was
the end of the case.

It was on the basis of this resolution
that we went to the elections. We sought
a mandate from our people to win back
their freedom. [t was on that mandate
that we were returped to Parliament.

Now, Sir, in regard to the Second
Amendment to the Ceonstitution. in view
of our mandate, in view of the position
we had taken, we indicated that we
were nol going to participate in the de-
bate on the amendment to the constity-
tion.

When this Govermmen! came fore-
ward with the proposal for setting up
a Select Committee for amending the
Constitution we said we would at the
appropriate time make our pesition
with regard to the Select Committee
clear. Then we had to take a decision
whether we were going to participate in
the deliberations of the Select Commitece
or not, :

As Itold ivou, in 1970 we accepted
the invitation to participaie in the
Constituent  Assembly, explored the
possibility of a settlement, of effecting
a compromise, whereby cerizain minimum
rights could be ensured to the Tamil-
speaking people. and when we failed we
severed connections with that Constituent
Assembly.

As far gs this Select Committee was
concerned, we decided not to go nto
the Select Committee at all because we
felt that the Government itself had not
set about the question of solving the
problem of the Tamil-speaktic’ peopie in
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the way in which they said they were
going fo solve it. Io their election mami-
festo as well as in the Policy Statement
they said that they would find a solution
on the basis of a consensus and that they
would summon an all-party conference
as stated earlier and implement its deci-
sions. In faet, even in the paragraph
dealing with the Constitution in their
manifesto ihey said that the decisions
of an all-party conference which would
be summoned to comsider the problem.
of the non-Sinhala—speaking people would
be included in the Constitution. So. if
the Governmeni had either summoned
an all-party conference or started nego-
tiations with us with a view to evolving
a formula as a basis for the solution of
this problem, we could have gome into

~ the Select Committee in order fto work

out a scheme of government-a Constitu-
tion embodying that as one of its aspects.
But, unfortunately, the Government set
about it in the wrong way. For reasons
of their own, may be because of certain
attitudes whict were shown by other
political parties, or, maybe for other
reasons, they decided not te try and
work out a solution to this problem
before thsy started on constitution-mak-
ing. That was the reason why we decided
not to go intc the Select Committes.

In fact, this is the resolution that
we adopted on that point.

“Whereas that Members of he
TULF were elacted to the N. 5. A, on
& mandate toc work for the liberation of
the Tamil Nation by the establichment
of Tamit Eelam on the basis of their right
of self determination;

And whereas the violence unleashed
on the Tamil peoplc after the general elec-
tion objective of Tamil Eelam can ensure
their safety and well being;
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And whereas the Government and
the State Machinery have been acting in
a step-motherely manner in the rehabilita-
tion of the Tamil refugees from recent
violence;

And whereas the Government does
not appeat to have taken into considera-
tion the verdict of the Tamil people in
the elections and the impact of the recent
communal violence on the political situa-
tion and has not shown any enthusiasm
or realisation of the urgency to find a
solution to the problem of the Tamil
nation:

And Whereas the Gowvernment has
not made any effort at least to evolve a
solution to the problems of the Tamil
speaking people before amending the
Constitution on the basis of all-party
consensus as promised in the election
manifesto of the U. N. P.;

And whereas a Parliamentary Select
Committee appointed under these circums-
tances does not seem to have sither the
capacity or the climateto find a solution
to the problems between the two nations
in this country. The Action” Committee of
the T. U.L.F. feels that no useful purpose
will be served by participating in the
Select Committee of Parliament to revise
the Constitution and direct the Parliamen-
tary Group not to participate in the
Select Committee.”’

It was on the basis of this direction
that we had from our Party’s committee
that we refrained from participating in
the Select Committee.

Now.a Select Committse was appo-
inted and memoranda were invited and
various people submitted various points
of view, but curiously enough though
the Report of the Select Committee was
published along with the Draft Constitut-
ion, the Bill that is befors the House has

certain chapters added te it which ate
not in the Select Committee’s draft. I
do not know what fun it is in appointing
a Select Commitiee to draft a Constitut-
ion and then tabling a Constitution which
has not been approved, portions to which
have not even been placed before the
Select Committee? They might as well
not have had this Select Committee at
all but drafted and presented a Constitut-
jon of their own as they could have very
well done that with the majority that
they have.

Now, Sir, with regard to that part
of the Constitution or the Constitution
Bill which did not go before the Select
Committee, I have already dealt with
when I spoke in Tamil. I do not want
to repeat it. But I will only say this

_much.

The provision in the Constitution
which is most disturbing to the people
is that which is contained in Clause 157.
It is primarily directed to a two-lype
situation. Fistly, it seeks to deprive the
other political parties like the SLFP
for instance, from seeking a mandatc
from the people to constitute themselves
into a Constituent Assembly for the pur-
pose of enacting a new constitution. This
provision therefore secks to entrench
for all time the process of constitutional
change that is provided for in Chapter
XII, namely, through a Bill to amend
the Constitution in a particular way.
Mr. Speaker, I feel outraged that a Govern-
ment committed to democratic freedoms
and the assertion of fundamental rights
should deny the people the sovereign
right of giving a mandate to a future
Government to enact a different Consti-
tution.

Actually we of the T. U.L. F. are
not directly concerned with this aspect
of the matter but I feel it my duty as
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Leader of the Opposition to draw the
attention of this House and the country
to this aspect of the matter. This Provi-
sion is not merely of academic interest
but has far-reaching consequences be-
cause, with proportional representation
that is being introduced into this coun-
try, no future government may have a
two-thirds majority to amend the Consti-
tution in terms of Chapter XII. This is
an attempt to petrify the present position
and the present Constitution for ail
time and deprive the people of a chance-

{Mr, Speaker)

You do not welcome the entrenchment
of fundamental rights?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

We want fundamental right to be
catrenched but not the entrenching of
the whole Constitution. One can entrench
fundamental rights but the Constitution

must be flexible within limits.
The whole Constitution cannot be
entrenched for then it will become

fossilized at some stage and the fossil
will have to be cracked with a hammer
otherwise it will cease to grow. That is
what will happen when you enirench the
whole Constitution —you will petrify the
whole position and make a fossil of
the Constitution.

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

What do you suggest? We want
your views and we want you to partici-
pate in the Debate.

{A Member)

What do vou want us to do?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I will come to that later.

Sir, it is ¢inevitable that [this Consti-
tution would - remain unalterable sxcept

through a process of revolutionary
change. [Intsrruption]. In my view

provisions of this nature are futile.
It cannot prevent the process of legal
revolution by which continuity is severed
from the past and a new Consiitution
enacted through a process external to
what is envisaged in Chapter XII. More-
over provisions of this nature may result
more dangerously in accelerating the
process of violent revolutionary seizure
of political power. It is undemocratic in
conception and strikes at the very root
of a democratic process of constitutiona!
making.

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
What do vou suggest?
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Drop Article 157. Why “do you
want it? That is all what T am saying.

‘Article 157 is not necessary. Tt was not

before the Select Committee. The Select
Committee never thought it necessary.
It isan after-thought by somebody. We
are also immediately concerned with
Article 157. I am also interested. I
make no secret of that,

The second concern of this provision
is to suppress and subjugate the Tamil-
speaking people in their aspiration for
self-determination and for a new assertion
of their indentity.

(Mr. Speakar)

Now you are not referring to Arti-

cle 157?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

It is the same.

In fact, under this law some genius
like the former Minister of Justice, be-
cause he was the man who put us on
trial earlier. ~

(Mr. R. J.. G. de Mel)

He will do that only at midnight!
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(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Or scmebody like that might think
that we are offending Article 137 and
siraightway all of us can be put behind
bars. We are aware of that and let it
not be thought that we are complaining
ahout it.

fMr. R Premadasa)
So are you moving any amendment?
{Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

We are here not to amend We are
here to place our views and depart.

{Mr. R. Premadasaj

If you want tomove an amendment
you must remain here,

iMr. A. Amirthalingam)

I am sure the Prime Minister has on’

previous occasions — he is a real demo-
crat — listened to Opposition points of
view and he himself has moved amend-
ments. He can move the amendment to
drop this Draconian piece of law,

(Mr. Speaker)

You say it was net in
Committee proposals ?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

It was not there.

the Select

{Mrs. Sirimao R. I». Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

It is not in the Report either !
(Mr. A. Amirthlingam)

In fact, this Article 157 would prohi-
bit any peaceful agitation towards the
establishment of the right of self-deter-
mination of eur people. To this extent,
this is & provision which is repugnant
to every norm of political participation
and would have very serious conseguen-
ces to Tamil people. But I would say
straightaway that when we met at our

annual convention over the weekend in
Jaffua, we, with the full realization of
the implications of this Article, decided
to go ahead with our political progra-
mme, and we are ready to face and take
the consequences even if we are put be-
hind bars for 10 years and all our pro-
perties confiscated. After all, some of
us who are here have during the last
22 years of our political life been to
jail four times. I have been in prison
four times. I have been assaulted and
humiliated several times — and another
terms of prison life will not deter us
from doing what is correct and just and
what is necessary for the freedom and
self-respect of our people.

So that, Article 157 is fundamen-
tally an attack on the political struggle
of the Tamil people. and it is decisive
in shaping our approach to this Constitu-
tion. — [Interruption.] | have a lot to say
and Ithivk Members will give me the
indulgence of not interrupting me today.

There are certain other features of
this Censtitution which intimately con-
cern the Tamil - speaking people which
I will have to deal with, thongh it was
not my intention to go into details with
regard to this Constitution. Certain of
the provisions here may be held up to
the world as being calculated to ensure
the rights of the minorities in this coun-
try, One of those is the scheme of
representation that is introduced.

The scheme of representation that
is introdueed envisages the allocation of
four Seats to each province — on what
basis I do not know-and the allocation
of Seats to each electoral district accor-
ding to the number of voters in that
electoral district. T want to take the minds
of Members back tothe Soulbury Con-
stituion. At the time of the Soulbury
Commission representations were made

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



on behalf of the All Ceylon Tamil Con-
gress by Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam.

The All-Ceylon' Muslim League, the
Malay Assosiation, the Ceylon Workers’
Congress and Varicus other organizat-
ions made representation with regard to
representation of minoities and the need
for weightage to be given to minorities.
I am not going back to those good old
days. 1 am only tracing the history to
give hon. Members the background for
representation on an area basis.

The Soulbury Commissioners did not
want to recommend communal representa-
tion. If hon. Members read the Soul-
bury Commission Report they will find
that the Soulbury Commissioners took
the view that a certain amoun: of we-
ightage could be given tojthe minoriti-
es, particularly to the Tamils and
Muslims, by giving representation to them
on an area basis.

(Mr. M. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is right. You must
the voters.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

That is, they decided to give ope
Member for every 1000 square miles of
area because they found that the Tamils
and Muslims occupied certuin sparsely
populated areas in twenty five seats were
added to the total redresentation. Eight
went to the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces, and seventeen tg the otaer seven
provinces. That was meant fo give we-
ightage to the Tamils and M.slims who
occupied those two provipces. That was
the purpose behind it. Anyone reading
the Soulbury Commission Report and the
reasons for their recommendstion will
realize that. Under the present Constitu-
tion also that’ position is being retained
—-25 seats on an area basis, 4 for the
Northern Province, 4 for the EBastern Pro-
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identify

the

vingz, and 17 for the other
vinees.

sewcn pro-

Today, witheut any rbyme or reason,
under the unew draft Bill. each provin-
ces i3 given four seats on an area basis.
So, the Northern and Easterr Provinces
get their eight seats, and the other se-
ven provinces get 28 seats. That means
an addition of 11 seats beyond their
population for the other seven provinces,
In other words. this Constitution gives
weightags to the population of the other
provinces over what is provided for in
the present Constitution and in the former
Soulbury Constitution.

(Mr. M. Shelton Jayasinghe)

There is one extra coming between
Mannar and Vavaniyawa.

{Mr. Thurairatnam)

That s part of the four.

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

I think the Hon. Minister of Posts &
Telecommunications is referring to a
unit. Mannar, Mullaitiva, Vavuniya
and Jaffna are all in the Northern Pro-
vinee.

{Mr. R, Premadasa)

Shall we go inio the details in the
Committee Stage?

(Mr. A, Amiithalingam)

I am only starting the Principle be-
hind it, | am not on the Committee
Stage nows

(ivir. R. Premadasa)

You teuch on the Primciples now.
We will go into the details at the
Committee Siage, ;

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam) _

I am mentioning this because this
going to, give weightage to the majority
at the expense .of the minorities: You
are adding 11 seats to the. areas from
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which the majority community
sentatives come. That
than what ihey have today under
present Constitution. You cannot deny
that. 1 do not know whether the Hon.
Minister of Justice gave his mind to
this aspect of it. That is a wvery seri-
ous situation. We are not worried
about whether we are here whether it
is 17 or, 20 does not matter so long
as we are a subject race. We arc a
subject race. We do not want ony one
1o hold this as a boon to the Tamil
people; to say that they are doing them

repre-
is 2leven more
the

a favour by introducing the Consti-
wation. This is going to reduce the
representation of the Tamil-speaking

people because the bulk of their re-
presentation is from the Northern and
Eastern Prowvinges.

In fact, from the proceedings of the
Select Committee, I find that the hon.
Members of the Maslim  community
had been aware of some of the
dangers in this because 1 see that the
Hon. Deputy Speaker has argued at
length in the Select Committee against
the dangers of this proportional repre-
sentation scheme for the minorities
particularly in the seven provinces out-
side the Northern and Eastern Provin-
ces. When there is a threshold vote
of 124 per cent, any group which fails
to onc-eighth of the total votes polled,
does not have any representation. So
that, a Muslim or a Tamil, unless he
is nominated by one of the bigger
parties and finds a place substantially
high up on the list of candidates, may
have ne chance of being returned,
whereas under the system of multi-
member scats, pockets of minorities
have a chance of teturning Members.
If minorities contest as minorities they
are moved down by the cut-off point
which is the highest in the world. In

West Ciermany they have the thres-
hold vote of five per cent; here we
are having it at 124 per cent.
(Mr. Speaker)
Major parties
rity Members.

also nominate mino-

i Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

If they do not or even if they do
but the nominees do not get a place
sufficiently high up on the list of
candidates, there may be no Member
elected from the minority communi-
ties from those ar=as, In the Northern
and Bastern Provinces that will not
happen,

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
The ocut-off point was suggested by

one of your members.

(Mr A. Amirthalingam)
That was for local authoritles.

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Both are the same.

(Mr: A. Amirthalingam)
There i3 a lot of difference.

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
For purposes of deposits, ong-cighth.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)”

Losing a deposit in one seat is not
the same as a whole group losing
representation in an entire district.

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe)
You gave the percentage.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

It is not my intention to enter into
a controversy but to point out in
passing the dangers involved in this
schems of representation  particularly
on the Tamils and Muslims. I make
this point because an attempt is being
made to make out that this scheme is
a boon that is being conferred on us.
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The Hon. Minister of Justice will
make that claim when he follows me,
and it is in anticipation of that that I
want to put this point forward to
him so that he may give his mind to
it. He is a person who is genuinely
interested in the future of the Tamil
people. Let him give his mind to this
matter, and 1 am sure be will do that,
That is why | am drawing his atten-
tion to this matter.

Then, there s
Fundamental Rights.

the Chapter on

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You have got what you
written into the Constitution.

wanted

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

There are certain fundamen;al rights
which have been adequately safeguarded
in this draft Constitution.

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Which you did not have earljar®

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Seetion 15 (8) almost repeats the
provisions of section 18 (2) of the
1972 Constitution. Tt says:

“The exercise and operation of 2l the
fundamental rights declared and recog-
nized by Articles 12, 13 (1), 13 (2) and
14 shall be subject to such restrictions as
may be prescribed by law in the interests
of national security, public order and
the protection of public health or mor-
ality, or for the purpose of securing
due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others, or of
meeting the just requirements of the
general welfare of a democratic society.”

This vague phrase, “of meeting the
just requirements of the general weifare
of a democratic society’, can. cover
anything. This is the phrase that one
finds in this new Constitution. {n the
1972 Constitution they have a different
phrase which is equally vague, Section
18 (2) of th: 1972 Constitution says:

“The exercise and operation of the
fundamental rights and freedoms pro-
vided in this Chapter shall be subject
to such restrictions as the law prescribes
in the interests of national uaity and
integrity, national security, economy,
public safety, public order, the protec-
tion of public health or morals or the
protection of the rights and freedoms
of others or giving effect to Principles
of State policy set out in Section 16.”

Section 18 (2} of the 1972 Constitut-
ion applies to the entire list of fundamen-
tal rights, but section 15 (8) of the new
Constitution applies to certain, but very
mmportant, fundamental rights, and this
vague phrase, ‘‘of meeting the . just
requirements of the general welfare of a
democratic society”, is one of the limit-
ing factors., The 1972 Constitution speaks
of the protection of public health or
morals or the protection of the rights
and freedoms of others or giving effect
to the Principles of State Policy set out
in section 16”. They had a whole Chapter
there on the Principles of State Policy,
Here you have an equally vague phrase
where you say ‘‘of meeting the Just re-
quirements of the general welfare of a
democratic society”.

(Mr. Speaker)
How would you amend it?

(Mr A: Amirthalingam)
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They should be more specific. This
sort of vague phraseology should not
find a place here.

{Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Then make your suggestion.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

We are not here to do that.

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

Let them move their amendmenis
at the Committece srage: We will con-
sider them.

(Mr. D, Shelton Jeyasinge)

Apart from
objecting to?

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

that, what are you

I am willing to consider any amend- .

ments, but move them at the proper
stage.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I am here to place my point of
view. It is up to your Government to do
what you want.

{Mr. Speaker)

The position of the Government is
that they are willing to consider amend-
ments.

{Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Unfortunately, that is only a small
aspect of the problem we are concerned
with. Our main problem is something
else. I will come to that presently,

(A Member)

They are beating about the bush!

fMr. A. Aniirthalingam)

Let them also have some relaxation.
As Tsaid in the course of my comments

in Tamil on the language provisions of
this Bill.

Mr. Speaker, as far as—
(A Member)

—the TULF is concerned!

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)
—the Tamil Nation is concerned.—
[Intcrruption]

{ Mr. Speaker)

Order, Please! Please do not inter-
rupt tihe hon. Member.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

In fact, last night I had the privilege
of seeing the beautiful film produced by
the hon. Member for Moratuwa (Mr.
(Tyronne Fernando) dealing with the
life of the hero of the 1848 Rebellion
in Matale,

(Mr. Speaker)
Puran Appu.
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

But I was stuck by one thing. The
nation the whole time that is referred
to is the Sinhala Nation. There is no
Ceylonese Nation. No one can deny that.
I am not finding fault. That is correct.
I am sure the hon. Members the producer
himself—

(A Member)

That was when the Tamils

fought for Ceylon.

never

(Mr. 8. Kathiravelupillai—Kopay)

When we fought you were hiding
in the hills.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam) A

In fact. 1 am not complaining about
it; That is as it should be. Puran Appu
was a great hero who fought for the
Sinhala Nation. We honour him for that,
We do not deny him that position. But,
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in the same way the moment we say we
are a Tamil Nation they start shouting.
We are equally proud of Sangili, the
King of Jaffna, who fought for the
freedom of the Tamil Nation. Wa are
equally proud of Bandara Vanniyan,
the King in the Vanni, who fought for
the freedom of the Tamil Nation.
What is wrong?

(Mr. Speaker)
Nothing wrong.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam

In fact, the resolution atthe Vad-
dukkoddai Convention which I read out
sets down the basis on which we state
that we are a separate nation entitled to
the right of self-determination. I cannot

undertake a lecture in political theory at

this stage on the elements that go to
constitute nationhood. To say the least
a nation has been defined as a territo-
riclly evolved community of people united
by language, religion,.common tradition
and culture and a will to live together as
one nation. Now, let usapply that to
this country. There are two peoples speak-
ing twq languages. They have, by far
and large, professed two religions. They
have two different traditions and cul-
tures. Tney have historically lived apart
till the foreigners yoked them together.
Till 1833 we have lived apart. They yok-
ed us together. English education linked
us together. Our leaders of the past
generation thought of themselves as one
nation They started speaking of a Cey-
lonese Nation. In fact, the hon. Mem-
ber for Agalawatta (Mr. Merril Kariya-
wasam) said that the Tamils never fou-
ght for freedom. But the person who
formed or inaugurated the Ceylon Natio-
nal Congress’and was the first Presi-
dent of the Ceylon Natigonal Congress was

Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, a Tamil
19

And you say that the Tamils never fou-
ght for freedom.

iMr. Merril Kariyawasam)

We are proud of that, but Sir
Ponnambalam Arunachalam fought for
all Ceylonese, not for the Tamils only.

{Mr. Speaker)

Whatever one’s political allegiance,
T do not think that is an attitude that
any hon. Member should adopt when
that revered name is mentioned in this
House.

Hon. Leader.
please proceed.

of the Ouvpposition

{&r. A. Amirthalingam)

Sir Ponnambalam Arupachalam, Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Sir James
Peries, Mr. F. R. Senanayake and various
other leaders joined together. So a state-
ment like the one coming from the hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Mr. Merril
Kariyawasam) that the Tamils never fou-
ghi for freedom in this conntry- is, to
say the least, uncharitable, unfair and
uniruc.

Our leaders in the past generation
thought that a common nationhood had
been evolved, but I am sorryto say that
the events  that have taken place in this
country since 1948 more than anything
else have demonstrated unmistakably that
the two nations centimue to live apart,
and the only change that has been bro-
ught about in the name of freedom is
that one nation, the majority nation, has
been enthroned in the seat of power and
the minority nation has been made a
subject nation; and it has been our task
in the last iwo decades or more to try
and win back ‘the rights that have been
denied to us one after another.



(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please. The sitting is suspend-
ed for half an hour. On resumption the
Deputy Speaker will take the Chair,

Sitting accordingly swapended till 4-30
p. m: and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY
SPEAXER MR. M. A. BAKEER MAR-
KAR] in the Chair.

(Mr. Merril Kariyawasam — Agala-
watte)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish to make
a personal explanation. Just before the
tea break I made a certain comment
when the hon. Leader of the Opposition
was speaking, and I think the Hon. Speak-
er misunderstood me on a certain point.
What I mentioned was that people like
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan and Sir
Ponnambalam Arunachalam fought for
the Ceylonese asa nation—that is what
1 said — andnot for the Tamils only as
a nation. I think the Hon. Speaker mis-
understood me on that point. I want to
make that explanation so that it will go
on record. I must add that we have
the highest regard for leaders like Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan and Sir Pon-
nambalam Arunachalam — leaders who
fought for the rights of the Ceylonese
as a nation,

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at the time the
Sitting was suspended for tea I had dealt
with the definition of nationhood and
shown that Ceylon is the home of two
nations and that the transference of
political power by colonial masters into
the hands of the people of this country
has taken the form of enthroning the
majority nation in the seats of power
and enslaving the minority nation.

Now, ever since the grant of inde-
pendence various legislative and adminis-

trative actions have been taken by
successive Governments which have had
the effect to reducing the share that the
minoritiecs have in political power in
this country. The resolution that was
taken by the TULF in 1976 which I
read out fully enumerates the various
legislative and administrative acts by
successive Governments for the lest 30
years since 1948 which have led upto
the present situation. In that connection
people talk very loosely of equality.

One of the foremost historians of this
country and a nominee of the United
National Party to the University Grants
Commission, Professor K. M. de Silva
has recently written a monograph entitled
«sDiscrimination in Sri Lanka’. In this
he sums upthe dominant role of Sin-
hala Buddhists in Sri Lanka polity in

" the following terms. Iam quoting from

Professor K. M. de Silva’s publication
“Discrimination in Sri Lanka’. He has
actually taken over a passage about the
position of Hindus in India from a book
written by a professor there and he has
adopted with approval the same thing
in Ceylon. This is what he says:
“The Sinhalese Buddhists are the
largest, and also the dominant “element
in the population of Sri Lanka. They
are the masters and rulers. They have
regained political power after many cen-
turies, and are fully aware of it, perhaps
over-aware. They are the only sources
of energy for the country, considered
as a human machine; and it is their
desires and aspirations which keep it
running, No other element counts ..”

This is the summing up of an ele-
ment professor of our time—Professor
K. M. de Silva —of the role of the various
sections of the people.

(Mr. R. J. G; de Mel)

When has he written it?



Mr. A. Amirthalingam

It is in 8 monograph entitled
** Discrimination in Sri Lacka *

(Mr. R. J, G. de Mei)
What 1s the date?

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

It ia a recent paubiication, It
been published in 1976 or 1977.

has

(Mr, R. J. Ga de Mel)
He may have writiten it long ago ?

(Mr, A Amirthalingam)
No. I think he was your nominge to
the Usiversity Graats Commission.

{Mr. R, J. G. de >4zl

It may have been in 1758.
why 1 asked for the date,

That s

(Ma, A, Amirthalincam)

No, This is of recent origin. 1 saw
it myself.

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel)

It must be in the context of
15503,

the

(Mr, A Amirthalingam)

I think the countext became far worse
in the i970s and in the context of
the events that happened in Awvgust
1977, it is far wozse, I am not saying
shat it is the sction of the Govern-
ment, but the events that took place
In this country have created that
situation. There is mc doubt about
that, When w¢ consider a Coustitution

for this country we will have to con.
sider uwot mercly the aspirations of
one sction of the people It may be
that they arc politically dominant, a
politically powerful section, whose
views count in se far as elections are
concerned. but iliat is no reason why
one should expect the politically down-
tredden section to sccept that position.
Now, thereia comes the conflict and
for the last 30 years this confiict has
raged over virlous matters,

The first matter was on citizenship
One section of th: people was de-
(itizeni ¢d. disfranchized; their repre-
sentetion was taken away and what
should have gene to them by way
of representation accrued to the benu’it
of the majorlty community and they

- -who are actually 70 percent of the

population in this country got 8
peicest representation in the Legisla-
ture. That was the distortion of
democracy whiech took plac: as a resuit
of the citizenship Iaws, followed wp
by amendments to the Parliameatary
Elections Order in Councii which took
place in 1951.

Then came the language laws and
in the course of my speech In Tamil
[ dealt with the stremous struggie that
the Tamil-speaking peopls put up for
their language rights,

t8r. R 1. G. de Mel)

Now you have won tbat sirusgle,

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

I admit ths: the provisions
tained in the present draft Bill are
a definite improvemeat om ali ihat
ws have had for the last twenty two

con-



years, 1 do not deny that — 1 believe
im giving credit where credit is due.
Al I say is — ! said this sarlier too—
the concept of equality is net there.

(Mr. R, J. G. de Mei)
There is no discrimination en the

grounds of race? This is the first
time ip the history of this country
that provision has been mszde that

there will be no diserimirnation on
groends of race.

{Mr. A. Amirtbaingam)

If the Homn. Minister of Finsnce
had his way, if bhe did things as he
wanted, he will not discriminste.

The Soulbury Constitution In Axt--

cle 29 imposed a bar agsingt discri-
minatory legisistion. But what was
the uwse of thst? Discrimination was
rampant, discrimination went ahead.
and they passed the Sinhaia Only Act
and they disfranchised and de - citi-

zenized over a million people The
faw wag helpless.

Even in this matter. though un.
equsl, fair recognitions of certain

language righis is given in this draft
Biil. but there is no provision made

for enforcing the use of the Tamil
language.

Mr. [reputy Speaker, us far as the
official Japguage is concerned. there
is provision in the Constitution that
any pubiic servant who enters public
service through a medium other than
the official janguage s requlred, ic
compelled. to acquire profieiency in
the official language if the provisions
in the Constitution relating to the
right of the Tamil-speaking person In

‘difficulty in

any part of Sri Lenka transact business
with the Government or with s de-
partment or office of Government in
the Tamil langvage is to be a reality
there should be a requirement that a
knowledge of that language also should
be acquired. Even in the colonisl
days the c¢id eivil servants were ex-
pected to acquire a knowledge of
both the national langoages

Mr. R. J. G, de Mel}

I have passed two examinations im
Tamil.

(Mrt A, Amirthalingam)

That is why T sald that yeu are
an exception. There is no snch pro-
vision here. [ know the difficulty of
the Government In fact we had some
1966 when we formed
part of the Gevernment. They cond
not and they did not dare to 2k
the Sinhala publie servant to acquire
proficiency in Tamil Why ? Beoause
they are the masters, they are the
rulers; how can they ask them? The
Tamil public servant can be asked to
cemply, and if he does not he c¢an
be dismissed - :

(Mr. K. W. Devanaysgam Ministcr
of Justice)

May I interrupt? If you look at
the Provies to article’2 there is reierence
to any iangnage. That means even Tamil
Is compulsory. Take an interpreter in
Temili or in Sinbala. Qualification in
cliherlangunge’ would bs required I am
referring to proviso (2} of Article 22

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

This is followed by the provisions
under the Chapter on Lauguage. The
proviso ¢ Article 12 (2) is to guard



againsgt a Tamil public servant taking
up the pesition that he esnnot be
compeiled to acguire proficiency in
Sinhalanot to comple Sinhala public ser-
vant to acquire proficiency in Sinhals

Under Article 22 (3) ;

** A person shall be ent tied to be
examired through the
either of the WNational Languaged
at any examipation for the admis-
sion  of personz te the Fublic
Service, Judicial Service, public
corporation or staiutory institution,
subject to the condition that bhe
may be required to bha'e a sufficient
knowiedge of the @iiicial Language

or to acquire such knowledge
within a specified time aficr ad-
migsion to the Poblic Service.

Judicial Servics.
Service, public corporation or sta-
tutory imstitution where suck know-
ledge is resgonsbly necessary for
the discharge of his duties.

There is no corresponding provi-
sion ssking anyone to scquire pro=
ficiency in the other National Lan-
guage [ am awage of the difriculy
that iz there for the Government,
because, after ali. the public servents
are a big force amd they cannct be
compelled. In fact the UJ, . P. at
its sessions in Pansdura in 964 edop-
ted a resolution that all public ser-
vants should be required to siudy
both the langu:ges. In 1965, bsfore
we jolpes the U, W, P.in forning the
Nationzl Government,

of pegot.ations, the then Prime
hiinister as well as the present
President, th: Hom. J. R. Jeyewar-

dene, stated that their policv was
also to require all public servants to
acquire # working knowledge of the
other langwige, Bu' during the
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medinm of

Local Government.

in the course

whole five years they were in office
from i96° o .970. thsy could not
implement the Tamil Language Re-
gulations and they did mnot want to
call upon the Sinhals public servants
to acquire proficiency ip  Tamii,
whoreas they continued to  dismiss
several Tamil public servants, &s i8S
being dome even today. Even mortu-
ary aitendants sre being dimissed for
want of & kuowledge of  Sivhala.
They want them to talk in “Sinbala
to ilie corpses! In Jaifoa mortuary at-

tendgnt hss been dizmissed for «aDt
of proficiency in Sinhala. Railway
porters are being dismissed. But this
does not apply to a Sinhzla public
servant. So, where is the equality?
I ask Members of the Govern-
men:, And this Constitution ounly
ensures the contlnuation of  that
position. It does not maks  any

change in so far 28 that is concermed.

So that, our bitter ¢xperiemce has
been, as I saic, in 1936 the late Mr.
Bandaranaike introdoced the ‘Sivhala
Only * Act. At the time of ita in-
troduc jon  or shortly  befoie the
Draft included provisions for certain
rights for the Tamil lgngusge, but
merzly beeaus: Prof. F R Jayasuori-
Yo and sip. K. M, P. Rajaratue went
on & glucore - earing fast in the preci-
acts of this House he dropped the
prov sicns relating to the use of Tamil.

Then in 1957 he entered into a pact
with us im {953 he tore it uvp—

(Mrs. Sirimave R. D. Bandaranaike)

What about the march te Randy ?

{Mz A Amirthalingam)

—after we were incarcerated When
we were io jgil the Tamil Lasnguage
( Special Provisions } Act war passed
i 198 Bui. for 20 years thet hag
remained & dead letter. The law passed
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in 1958, has mnot been implemented
up - to - date,

‘When we were in the Goveinment

in 1966 we got Regulations passed
ander the Tamil Ranguage ( Special
Provigions ) Act in order to imple -

s ent that. But even those Regulations
which were passed 12 years ago have
not been implemented up-to-date. So,
are you surprised if Tamil peaple
today ask, ¢ What is the guarantec
that these paper provisions will be
implemented, that all these will not
continue to remain a dead latter 7 **
The entire set-up in the country is
such that there is no ome (o Woiry
when the rights of the mincritiess
when the rights of the Tamil peopie,
are denied. That is the position. 3o,
we are not much enamoured by paper
safepuards.

That is why Iin the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact as weil as in the
Dudley Senanayake - Chelvanayakam
sagt Janguage formed part of an over-
all settlement. It formed part of an
overall settlement invelving decen -
tralization and regional autonomy,
safeguarding of territory and home -
lasd of the Tam:il people and the
granting of certain rights to the Tami]
language. in that contexi, it was as
part of an overail settlemsent that the
Bandaranpaike - Chelvanayakam  Pact
was signed on the 26th of July, 1947
and similarly, it was as part of an
overall scttiement, an interim settle -
went no doubt, that the Dudley
Senanayake - Chelvanayakam Pact was
signed on the 24th cf March, 1965.

One of the other matter which has
heen identified as a matier that aff-
ects the Tamil people, that has agita-
ted the minds of the Tamil people,
ig the gquestion ef their traditional

the

homelands in this country. We are
new coming into a stage when hon.
Members cam even get up and deny
there is any place which is owr tra-
diticcal home. When 1 spoke of that,

some hon. Member said, * What abount
Wellawatte 2’
Now, what has happeved in the

Fastern Province has not happend in
any othel part In the Eastern Provi-
noce and in Puttalam infiux of pepu-
lation of an upprecedented nature has
taken place over the last 25 years
which has resulted in a total change
of the demographic pattern of those
areas. That. we say, is unfair. Because,
however much a minority may spread
It can never become a majorisy But
if, into the territory of the mimority:
majority spreads, the minority
gets completely submerged. Thatis the
danger, and that is why from that
time onwards we have beea Dputting
forward a demand for the safeguard
of the traditional territories occupied
by the Tamil - speaking pecple in this
country.

The late Mr. Bandaranaike sccepted
that positicn and, as part of that
overall sertiement which included
certain provisions relating to language.
this was the agreemen: with regard to
celonization:

*s Tt was agreed that in the matt:r
of colonization schemes the powers
of regional eouncils shall include the
power to select allottees to whom
lands within their ares of authovity
shall be alienated and also the poner
to select personnel to be employed
for work in such schemes.

The position regarding the area at
present administered by the Gal Oya
Development Board in this matter
requires consideration
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Tn this connection there was s
lot of agitation amd Mr. Bandara-
naike thercafter clarified his position
and issued a statement on  16th
August, 1957 This is the policy
which bhe laid down; and I am sure
that it is a policy which all fajr-
minded people will accept as just:

** The instrument of colonizaticn
should pot be used to convert the
Norihern and Eastern Provinces inte
Sirhalese majorlty areas or in any
other manner to the detriment of
the Tamil-Speaking people of those
areas.’

That is the policy which he adop-
ted and sccepted, amd should say in
fairness to him that thereafter. dur-
ing kis tenure of cffice between 1957
and 1959 this plinned colonization
ceased for a tine.

it is not he alone that has accep-
ted this position. The late Mr. Dud-
ley Senanayake. along with our Presi-
dent. Mr.J. K, Jayewardsme. in the
course of the discussions they had
and the agreement they signed on the
24 th Marcen 1965, agreed as follows:

“* Mr. Senanayake further agreed that
in the granting of land under coloni-
zation schemes the following provi-
sion be observed in the Nerthern and
Eastcrn Provinces:s

Land in the Northern and East-
ern Provinces should in the first
instance be granted to landless
persons in the distzict, secondly
to Tamil - speaking person resident
~in the Northern and FEastern Pro-
vinces, and thirdly, to other citi-
zens of Ceylon, pireference being
giver to. Tamil citizens in the rest
of the island, »

That was the agreement, and I
am sure His Excelency the Presi-
dent himself, who was personally

present and participated in the dis-
cussion at the housse of Dr. M, V2
P. Peiris, will ascept this position as
having been agreed to by the then
Prime Minister,

So, the leaders of the two mojor
Parties have accepted a certain pres

mise, have accepted s certain posi~-
tion in regard t» colonization.

That is a matter that has b:en
sgitating the minds not only of the
Tamils and the T.U: L. F. bat also
Tamils and Muslims in general be
cause as you know. Sir in the Eas-
tern Province it is  the territories
occupied by the Maslims that have
been invaded more and affected more
as a result of these colonization
schemes.

At the timc of coastitution mak-

ing when we consider the whols
question of the relationship of the
various sections of the pesple. it i

may say it in a more straight - for-
ward way, when we are face to face
with the rights and denial of righis
and copsequent conflicts between two

nations which have been inhabiting
this country from time immemorial,
we have 1o work out a solution

which is acceptable to both sections,
which will lead to the harmonious living
together of the two rations,

(Mr. R. J. G de Mel}

Why can you not live? Can I
ask the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition a question ? On the question
of land and colionization, do you ex-
pect sich matters to be embodied in
the Constitution?  am raising a
point of Order,
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(Mr. A. Amirthaiingam’
That i< not a point of Order.

(Mr, R. 1. G. de Mel:
I wonld like a clarification.

(Mr. A. Amirihalingam)

The late Mr Barderanaike had
given thouvght to it and introduced
& solution to the colonization ques-
tion as part of the scheme of decen-
tralisation by cranting power over
colonfzatiop schemes to the regional
councils, therby safegparding the
rights of the people of that region:

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel)

Wait tlll our scheme of decentrsli-
zation takes place under the District
Ministers, :

‘Mr. A. Amirthalingam:

I do not want toc e drawn inte
this Tistrict Minister scheme because
we do not know where it stands it
has no legs to stand om. It ls jost
a White Paper which may become a
black paper tomorrow, and we do not
know what may hecome of it. In
fact, 1 would bhave expected - and
we would have welcomed -a scheme
of this type to have formea part of
this Constltution. A schems of de-
centrabization, a scheme of devolu-
tion of power, a scheme of granting
autononiy, a scheme of granting grea-
ter autonomy. some form of decen-
tralization, could have formed part
of the Constitotion, as it has been
done im & number of countries all
over the world, Where the relations
between ferritorial pationalities had
to be settied they have adopted cer-
tain solutions and incorporated them
fn the Constitution. We expected

. of inleriority 18 perpetuated

and that
time. We
Government

that that would be dons,
fs why we waited all this
were hoping that this
would do that.

We have at personal ievei - ¢
think the Hon. Minister of Finance
knows this - explained to them that
we were expecting ar  incilugion of
curigin schemes of decentralization in
this Tonstitution. bui unfortunately
alt that has been left oui. There is
a Chapter on Fundamental Rights
which is partly =2 repctition of the
Chapler to the old Constitution, The
language rights have no doubt gone
further than any previcous Coustitu-
tion, but their is no eertginty, no
guarantee of their bsing {mplemented.
On the contrary, the present stamp
in Arti-
cles 9, IBand every other provision
of thi- Constitutisn., As I said
hefore, even in the language pro-
vigsions thcre is the stamp of inferio-
rity.

Equality of opportunity is denied
to the Temil public seivani when he
is calied upon to acquire proficievncy
in Sinhala whbere as his copnterpart
who enters through the Sinhala me-

dium {s not celied upom to acquire
any such proficiency. We see that
there s discrimination, discrinatory

treatment. and this Constituiion per-
petuates that discriminsztion,

I am not putting forward all my
arguments with regard to the celoni-
zation schemes. decentralizaiion and
various other matters and saying that
they are not what we have been
asking fer. The Jovernment has in
its own mabnifesto, the U. N, P. mani-
festo, said that they will find a solu-
tion to the problem that ‘the Tamil
people are worried about with regard
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to colonization. It is up to them to
have found a solution for its They
have failed to do so. As far 8s we

are concerned we have made our
position clear. Over the last thirty
years we have tried all methods of

getting our rights fin this country,
within the framework of a united
Ceylon. All our efforts have proved
fruitless, agreements we entered inio
with leaders who may be called the
mentore of the two major parties the
late Mr, S, W. R. D. Bandaranaike
and the late Mr. Dudley Senanayake,
but all those sgreements have proved

futile.

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

If I may interrupt the hon.
- ember Di trict Ministers are covers
ed in Section 45 (1} (b).

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I know there is a reference to
District Ministers and decentralization.
What  say is that a passing refer-
ence to District Ministers and decen.
tralization does not satitfy. That is
not the machinery for decentraliza-
tion.

(Mr. D, Sheiton Jayasinghe)

It is not
That is unfair.

a passing reference,

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

1 beve studied this draft fairly
cerefully and I know that there is &
refetence to LDistrict Ministers — Dis-
trict Ministers who are to ue ap-
pointed by the Precident to casry out
the policy of the President and the
Cabinet and who shall be Members,
according to the White Paper, of the
Government Parliamentsry Group.

That is .the .Distiiet Ministers ser - up

21

—~[Interruptionj. ‘There is nothing in
the Constitution And to caill that a
mensure of decentralization, [ think

exhibits an ignorance of constitutional

matters which I do not want to get
involved in.

(Mr. R. J. G de Mel)

With all due respect to thbe hen.
L ader of tbe Opposition 1 am sure
he will admii that decentralization
has been and can be worked in differ-
ent counfries in different ways. De-
centralization can be brought as an
administrative measure as has been
done In many countries. Decentraiizg-
tion has been brought by means of
specific devoletion bills as you very
well know, Decentraiization may also
be emrpodied in certain constitutions
though they are very few instances
where this has been dome, In the
large majority of countries decentra-
iizavion is brought as a purely aa-
ministraiive measure which we hope
to do or as separate devolution biils
outside the Constuiution asthey hope
to do in the U K. 30 there are
various ways of doing it. [ say, be
patient and we will do it When we
do it we will meet some of your
wisiies.

(Mz. A. Amirthalingam
When you do it we wiil consider it.

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

What the ilon Minister saysis that
an executive function at the centre
wil! be decentralized and taken to the
district

(Mr, R, J, G de Mel)

it need not be spelied out in the
Constitution,
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(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

That is physical decentralization
That is not devolution of power.
Power should be g ven to the people
of the region, the people of the area
That is what Democratic deeenirali-
zation means,

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

What you are suggesting is a re-
gional set- up. What the Govern-
ment is saying is that the executive
in the centre is being decentiralized.
That is the difference.

¢Mr. &. Amirthalingam)

Quite so. i thank you. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, for clariying the position.

{Mi1s. Wimala Kannangara)

n~egarding these regional councils on
which the Hon. Leader ofthe Uppo-
gition spoke. it was an idea of Mr,
Chelvanayakam when the Federal Party
waus in the Government with the U.N.P-
He drafied a Bill, and it was on a
lccal government basis that power was
to be vested im the regional coupcils.

There is the Bill brought by the
Hon. Prime Minister yesterday to
amalgamate rural ecuncils and town
councils. Under that Bill we can take
up this issue, not under the Cousti-
totion.

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

With all respect to the Hon. fair
Mipister of Shipping & Tourism. the
district councils contemplaied under
the Dudley Senanayake Government
and the Bill fer that purpose drafied
by Mr. Tiruchelvam were not a meag-
ure of locul government They w:re
mezant as a measure of deceniralization

of power. District councils were to be
elected by the p:ople and they were to
be clothed with power to take policy
decisions on their owp within lmited
fields subject to certain directions by
tke Central Government and to carry
on their affairs in their own way,

The same thing was there in the
rc gional councils draft Pill which was
gazetied by the late Mr., Bandaranaike
in 1557 and to which he agreed to
certain amendments to meet our
demands and aspirations {n so far as
colonization and maiters hke that
were concerned. Power was to be given
to the people. Now there is to be ad-
ministrative decentralization; withont
havicg the centre of government in
in one place it is divided up. After
all, whether a District Minister appo-

.inted by the President is to rule over
‘us or whether & Governm. nt

Ageng
appo.sted by tbe Prosident rules over
us makes littie difference. In pl ce of
a bureaucratic head you are appoint-
irg a political head. That is not de-
centralization | am sure the Hon.
Ministcr of Finance realizes this,

(Mr.

But Members of Parliment wsll be
in the district ccuncils.

Harindra Corea)

Mr. R. J. G. de Mel.

I know the solution to the problem
but I do not wish to speil it out here

{Mr A. Amirthalingam)

I know how far you are prepared
to go but I do not want to mention
that here.

So there are various sclutioms to
tbe matters agitating the Tamil people
which cou!d have been included in the
Constitntion.
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The Government speaks of funda-
mental rights of a Charter of Buman
Rights. In fact the Hon. Prime Minister
cal ed this Constitution ‘* A way of
life”*. Now, 8ir. the most essential
and the mosi fundamental of funda-
mental rlghts which 1is recognized
universally is enshrined in Article 3
of the Universal Declaration of Humnn
Rights; ‘Every one has the right to
jife liberty and security of person”
With all respect, I ask hon. Memberg
of this House. can they say
that the right of life, liberty and
security of person has been guaranteed
to the Tamtil people in this eountry
during the last one year? I say em-
phatically. No! Even today intimida-
tions. threats. are going on

{A Membecr)
What about the * Tigers™

{Mr. A Amirthalingam)

~— and humdreds of people who have
been long settled in the midst of our
Sinbalcse brethren feel that they can
no lowoger lve there — [[Interruntion.]
Whether it is the tig rs or the hLons
that caused it I do oot kmow, but I
am only corcerned with the reality
of the sitwation and the plight of
the people One has only te read the
harrowing tales that are being tcld:
on: has oaly to go ioio the refugee
camps in places like Visvamadu, Nedun-
kerni, Muthiankaddu, Adampan and
other places to realize whether these
people have the right to live, the
right to libertv and security of per-
son. They have not even the right
to defend themselves,

(A bMember)
What a about Wellawita ?

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Even in Wellawatte, There are
Zood Samaritans maybe like the Hon.
Minister of Parl amentary Affairs and
Sports who has no prejudices on this
score. We know there are people ilke
that; but let us face facts, let us be
realists. A situation has been created
particularly after August !977 when
the bulk of the peopie feel that the
two nations cannot llve together Let
us find & way in wbich, if they can-
not live together, in which they can
live apart - they can llve apart, equa-

lily and peacetully as friends. Let us
find a way.
I would expect the people who

draft a constitution for
In this context

this country
to be aware of the

. realities of the situation and provide

for that- That is the most important,
the most crying probiem today. The
rest of i1t. the mechanics of govern-
ment, the changes in 1the administra~
tive machinery, and so on can be
done, but the oldest problem in this
country and the probiem that yet re=
mains a running sore whieh ostrich-
like some of our politicians are re=
fusing to face, are seexing to bury
their heads in the sand and preten-
ding that the problem does not exist
is the problem of the relation hip
between the two nations living in
this country. 8o, unless the Constitu-
tion can provide for these two na-
tions to live equally, freely and on
fritndly terms. the Constitution can-
not be aecepted.

We who are pledged to work for
the freedom, for the liberation of
our people whe we say bave been
ensiaved first by tte Portuguese, next
by the Duich, uext by ike Biritish. and
now 1o the mname of independence
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by our own brothers, the Sinhalease

nation. want our freedom. We want
to rule ourselves in our homeland,
we do not want inroads being made
into our territory. we do not want
our future gencrations to be totally
annihilated in this country amd to
Cease tO eXist as a separate entity.
It is with that in view that we have
put forward our demand Our people
have endorsed thait demand and
we intend going forward in our won

way, 7Tue law is against us. ‘e may
be locked up The might of the
Government is agsinst us, We may

be shot and we may be killed.

(Members)
No |

(Mr. A. Amithalingam})

We may be attacked. Our boys may
even be drowned, but we intend going
forward . — [Interrupifon.] But we in-
tend going forward to win the free »
dom and the rights of our people to
live as free citizens in their own
country, ruling themselves.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it fs im this
context that we approach this Cons-
itution, and we say we cannot accept
this Constitution. Whatever “omments
I may have made with regord to the
defailed provisions of this Counstitu -
Yion, we cannot compromise on the
fundamental position that our party
has taken throughont that we will not
be a party to the making of tnis Cons-
titatlon and we will not participate
any further in the deliberations on

this Bill,
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