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“Characteristics of 4th Generation War” Fourth Generation War
is normally characterised by a “stateless” entity fighting a state or
egime (the EUSSR). Fighting can be physically such as Hezbollah
or the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to use two mod-
ern examples. In this realm the 4GW entity uses all three levels of
Fourth Generation War. These are the physical (actual combat; it
is considered the least important), mental (the will to fight, belief
in victory, etc) and moral (the most important, this includes cul-
tural norms, etc) levels. Fighting can also be without the physical
level of war. This is via non-violent means. Examples of this could
be Gandhi’s opposition to the British Empire or by Martin Luther
King’s marches. Both desired their factions to deescalate the con-
flict while the state escalates against them, the objective being to
target the opponent on the moral and mental levels rather than the
physical level. The state is then seen as a bully and loses support.
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Another characteristic of 4GW is that as with 3rd Generation War
the 4GW combatant’s forces are decentralised. With 4GW there
may even be no one combatant and that smaller groups organise
into impromptu alliances to target a bigger threat (that being the
state armed forces or another faction). As a result these alliances
are weak and if the state’s military leadership is smart enough they
can split their enemy and cause them to fight amongst themselves
(f example get the cultural conservatives (pro Israel) to fight the
racial conservatives (anti-Jewish)." (page 1479)
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