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Special Delivery!

Today, a letter can go a long way in just a few days. For example, suppose
you live in New York. You send a letter to your friend who lives in Los Angeles.
That letter will get there in three or four days. How does mail get from your
mailbox to your friend’s mailbox? It starts when you put your letter into the
mailbox. When your letter carrier brings your mail, he or she picks up your
letter. Your letter carrier then takes your letter back to the post office. Then,
your letter is bundled with other mail that is going to other zip codes.

Your letter then goes to a large central-processing facility, or building. All
nearby post offices send their mail to that facility each day. There, the mail is
sorted. Large sorting machines do a lot of the sorting work, but sometimes,
people have to do some of the sorting. Some of the mail goes to other zip
codes in New York. Some of it goes to zip codes in other states. When all of the
mail has been sorted, the mail that is going to Los Angeles is put in one place.
Then it is sent on a plane to Los Angeles.

When your letter gets to Los Angeles, it is sent to the main Los Angeles
processing center. That processing center sorts through all of the mail that
comes into it. Your letter is bundled in a group with all of the other mail going
to the same zip code. All of that mail is then sent to the post office in that zip
code. Each post office gets a delivery from the processing center every morn-
ing. Your friend’s letter carrier goes to the post office in the morning. Next, the
letter carrier picks up the mail for his or her route. Then, the letter carrier
sorts, bundles, and loads the mail.

Finally, your friend’s letter carrier delivers your letter to your friend.

1. What happens after a letter carrier takes your letter to the post office?
A. Your letter carrier picks up your letter.
B. You leave the letter in your mailbox.
C. You write your letter.
D. Your letter is sent to the central processing facility.
2. Which is the last step in sending a letter?
A. Your letter is bundled with other letters going to Los Angeles.
B. A letter carrier picks your letter up.
C. A letter carrier delivers your letter.
D. Your letter gets sent to a central processing facility.
3. What is the author’s purpose?
A. to get you to become a letter carrier
B. to tell a personal story
C. to tell how mail gets delivered
D. to get you to call a friend
4. If you do not put a zip code on your letter, it will probably
A. get to your friend on the same day.
B. not matter.
C. take less time to get to your friend.
D. take longer to get to your friend
5. What do you predict would happen if there were no sorting machines?
A. It would take less time to deliver mail.
B. It would take longer to deliver mail.
C. Mail could go to more places.
D. There would be no more mail.
6. What happens if you write a letter to a friend who lives in your zip code?
A. Your letter will not go to the central processing facility.
B. Your friend will not get your letter.
C. A letter carrier will take your letter to the central processing facility.
D. The letter carrier will not be able find your letter.
7. Why do some packages take longer to process than letters do?
A. They are too big for sorting machines.
B. They do not have addresses on them.
C. They can’t be sent through the mail.
D. Letter carriers won't deliver packages.
8. Which is the best summary of the text?
A. It is about living in Los Angeles.
B. It is about how to become a letter carrier.
C. It is about how letters are sent through the mail.
D. It is about the cost of postage

Letter carriers are responsible for delivering mail. That’s a very important
job. Think about how many important things come in the mail. Letters, pack-
ages, and bills are just a few of the things that letter carriers deliver. Each letter
carrier has his or her own route. The people and businesses on that route
depend on their letter carrier for their mail. Letter carriers start their day at
the post office. They sort the mail for their routes. They bundle the mail and
put it into their mail trucks. Then they deliver the mail on their routes. Letter
carriers have to be in good shape because they walk a lot. They have to be able
to lift heavy packages, too. Delivering the mail is not an easy job, but it is a
very important one.

1. Which of these is not something letter carriers do?
A. sort mail
B. put stamps on mail
C. bundle mail
D. deliver mail
2. What do letter carriers do first when they start their days?
A. deliver the mail
B. put the mail into their trucks
C. sort the mail
D. bundle the mail
3. Which is a compound word?
A. outdoors
B. businesses
C. important
D. package

4. Which is a synonym for bundle?

A. send B. read
C. throw D. pack

5. What does the phrase in good shape mean?
A. tall

B. good shoes
C. the shape of a letter
D. healthy

ave to pay attention
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LIKRAINE TELLS GHINA ENVOY PEACE PLAN

MUST NOT LOSE

Ukraine’s foreign minister told China’s envoy
that Kyiv would not accept any peace proposal that
involved a loss of territory to Russia or that would
freeze the conflict.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba at-
tends a meeting with China’s special representative
for Eurasian affairs Li Hui, amid Russia’s attack on
Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine May 16, 2023. Eduard Kry-
zhanivskyi/Press service of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine/Handout via REUTERS ATTEN-
TION EDITORS - THIS IMAGE HAS BEEN SUPPLIED BY
A THIRD PARTY.

Ukraine’s foreign minister told a top Chinese en-
voy that Kyiv would not accept any proposals to end
the war with Russia that involved Ukraine losing ter-
ritory or the placing of the conflict on hold, the
Ukrainian foreign ministry said.

Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba made the re-
marks during a meeting in Kyiv with Li Hui, who is
China’s special representative for Eurasian affairs
and former ambassador to Russia.

Kuleba discussed with Li “ways to stop Russian
aggression”, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry said in a
statement on Wednesday.

In his meeting, Kuleba “emphasised that Ukraine
does not accept any proposals that would involve
the loss of its territories or the freezing of the con-
flict”.

Restoring a “just peace” in Ukraine depended on
“respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Ukraine”, Kuleba said, according to the state-
ment.

Li was in Kyiv on Tuesday and Wednesday seek-
ing to promote Beijing-led negotiations to resolve
the conflict.

Li Hui sitting next to then Russian Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev in Moscow, Russia, June 29, 2015.

China’s foreign ministry issued a statement on
Thursday in which it said that Li told Ukraine that
there is no quick fix to end the crisis.

“There is no panacea to resolve the crisis, and all
parties need to start from themselves, build mutual
trust and create conditions to stop the war and
talk,” Li said, according to the statement.

“China has always played a constructive role in
alleviating the humanitarian situation in Ukraine in
its own way and will continue to provide assistance
to Ukraine within its capacity,” the statement add-
ed.

Liis the highest-ranking Chinese diplomat to visit
Ukraine since Moscow invaded in February 2022
and his arrival in Kyiv comes three weeks after
Ukrainian President Violodymyr Zelenskyy spoke by

LAND T0 Russia

telephone with Chinese leader Xi Jinping. Zelenskyy
also appointed a new Ukrainian ambassador to Chi-
na on the same day, the Kyiv Independent media
organisation reported.

Officials in Kyiv had warned ahead of the Chinese
visit that Ukraine did not need “mediation for the
sake of mediation”.

“Ending the war with a compromise at the ex-
pense of Ukraine will not work,” a senior Ukrainian
official, speaking on condition of anonymity, told the
French news agency Agence France-Presse.

Beijing said the aim of the visit was to “commu-
nicate with all parties on the political settlement of
the Ukrainian crisis”.

Li is now expected to visit Moscow, according to
the Chinese government, and also Poland, Germany
and France to discuss a possible political solution to
the conflict.

Xi, who visited Moscow in March and has aimed
to position China as a neutral mediator, has been
criticised for refusing to condemn the Kremlin’s at-
tack on its neighbour and the now 15-month-long
war. China has also supported Moscow politically.

Officials in Beijing recently ordered foreign em-
bassies to remove so-called “propaganda” on dis-

play at diplomatic missions in what is being inter-
preted as an apparent reference to shows of support
for Ukraine.

A spokesperson for the European Union said the
Protocol Department of the Chinese Foreign Minis-

RADIANT DAWN

try circulated a note on May 8 to all diplomatic
missions to the effect that they should “respect
Chinese laws and regulations” and “not to use
the external walls of embassies to carry out polit-
icised propaganda to avoid causing disputes be-
tween countries”.

The note does not specify what might consti-
tute “politicised propaganda”, nor communicates
further on the matter, said the EU spokesperson.

According to diplomats in Beijing, Ukrainian
flags and placards set up by the embassies of
Canada, France, Germany and other govern-
ments are the only public displays by most for-
eign missions other than tourism advertisements.

Countries supporting Ukraine see little current
prospect for a negotiated peace, particularly ow-
ing to Russia’s insistence on achieving its war
aims and the Kremlin’s demand that Kyiv ac-
knowledge Russia’s annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula and the Ukrainian provinces of Donetsk,
Kherson, Luhansk and Zaporizhia, which most na-
tions have denounced as illegal.

Russia’s Ukraine land grab: what the annexa-
tion means for the war

Ukraine has rejected those demands and ruled
out any talks with Russia until its troops pull back
from all occupied territories.

Zelenskyy’s own 10-point peace plan also in-
cludes an international tribunal to prosecute crimes
of aggression, which would enable Russia to be held
accountable for its invasion.

Zelenskyy told reporters during his recent visit to
Italy that there was little point in efforts by certain
countries to attempt to “mediate between Ukraine
and Russia to end the war”, what was needed was a
“just peace” based on Ukraine’s formula for peace.

“Russia started the war. Russia took lives. The
war is on our land. We know all the crises that have
happened, the challenges: nuclear, environmental,
food, energy. Only we know what it is like,” Zelen-
skyy said in respone to questions regarding China or
the Vatican’s possible role in a peace efforts.

“We have not proposed an artificial plan — we
have proposed how to get out of this situation, to
end the war — according to the law, respecting the
UN Charter, international law, people, values,” he
said, according to a transcript on President of
Ukraine’s website.

Several African countries as well as Brazil and
the Vatican have spoken out in favour of peace talks.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa said on
Tuesday that Putin and Zelenskyy had agreed to

host “an African leaders peace mission” in Moscow
and Kyiv, respectively.

Ramaphosa did not give a time frame or outline
any parameters for the possible peace talks which
would involve a delegation of leaders from six Afri-
can countries to discuss a possible peace plan.
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