No. 104

JOURNAL

OF THE
CEYLON BRANCH
/ OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,
1947

VOLUME XXXVII Part iv

 CONTENTS

. Page
The Maga Salakuna—Dr. Edmund Peiris % 205
Some Fossil Animals from Ceylon—P. E, P. Deramyaga!a 22|
Pilima Talauva and General Macdowall—P. E. Pieris e 2 S
The Seal of the British Settlements—P, E. Pieris 235
Books and Book Notes 237
Proceedings = ... ke 239
List of Members : s il 247
Annual Report and Accounts .., 5 252

The design of the Society is to institute and promote inquiries
into the History, Religions, Languages, Literature, Arts,
Sciences and Social Condition of the present and
former inhabitants of the Island of Ceylon

COLOMBO:
THe CevioN OBSERVER, PRINTERS

August, [947

Price: To Mgmbers, Rs. %‘;@_Non-Members, Rs. 4



PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY

. Extended Mahavamsa (Pall Text); G. P. Malalasekera Rs. 7.50
2, Maldivian Linguistic Studies : W. Geiger Rs. 7.50,

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1947

Patron:
His Excellency Sir H. M. M. Moore, G.C.M.G.
Vice-Patron:
Hon. Sir John Howard

COUNCIL 1947

President:
Sir C. H. Collins;, C,M.G., C.C.S., 1946

Vice-Presidents:

P. E. P. Deraniyagala, M.A,, A.M. 1944
S.  Paranavitana, = Ph.D. v |945
Major S. A. Pakeman, O.B.E., M, A. 945

; Ex-President:
~P. E. Pieris, C.M.G., Lite. D, .

ORDINARY MEMBERS

Andreas Nell, M.R.CS. A. H. M. Ismail, M.A., Bar-at-Law '
Re, Revd. Dr, Edmund Peiris, E. A. P. Wijeyeratne, Bar-at-Law
O.M.l. Prof. G. P. Malalasekera, D. Litt.
P. D, Ratnatunga, Mudaliyar  R. L. Brohjer, O.B.E.
J. H. O. Paulusz, B.A, S. ). C. Kadirgamar
Hon.Mr.C.W. W. Kannangara, J. D. de Lanerolle
LL.D, D. P. E. Hettiaratehi, Mohandiram

Hony, Secretary:
P. E. Pieris
Co-Hony. Secretary:
H. H. Basnayake, K.C;

: Hony. Treasurer:
E. W. Kannangara, O.B.E,, C.CS.

N. B.—Members are requested to note that through the cuurteny of the Director of Museums
the Soclety’s. Office and Library sre now h d ina buii ling within the gr ds of
the Colombo Museum. Entrance by the main gate.




!}

THE MAGA SALAKUNA I

By

IN the Hugh Nevill Collection of the Oriental section of the British
Museum, there is a palm-leaf manuscript of 17 folia which contains a

Sinhalese poem of 203 verses (Or. 6607 (28) ). It is written in a well formed
hand, five to seven versestoa page. In 1936 during my stay in England, I
obtained a photostat copy of this manuscript in the hope of discovering
other copies of the work in the land of its birth. But all my efforts failed,
in spite of the goodwill of many friends, among whom | must mention

- the late Sir Baron Jayatilaka and Rev. Rambukvelle Siddhartha. So far,

I have not come across any person or writing to supply me with infor-
mation about the poem. 1 had, therefore, no choice but to settle down to
work with this single copy,

The verses are not numbered, but the pages are indicatedin the tradi- -
tional way, by Sinhalese letters. The confused lettering shows that the
copyist had misplaced theleaves of his original. The opening verses are ac—
tually on the page marked % (=), and the sheet marked svastiha (eB e &)
contains the progress of a jala kriddva or water sport. The task of
rearranging the verses was considerably simplified by the fact that the
poem describes a definite route.- By age and defective treatment of the
leaves, the writing was in several places indistinct, and had to be got
over by appealing to other poetical works of the same type.

There is no clear evidence, either internal or external, to determine
the author of the poem ; but I dare say, that when fuller information
about the poetry and literary men of the 17th century is available
it will be possible to venture a guess, It is, however, certain that the
author was a scholar, well read in Sinhalese classical poetry and a master
of his craft, with a first-hand knowledge of the route he described. I shall
deal with the date of composition later.

The title of the poem is given in verse one, which is not an ascription to
the fun ruvan (the three gems), but an invocation to the deities honoured

“in the poetry of India and its imitations in Ceylon.
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Worshipping the feet of Laksmi, Sarasvati,

Of Brahma, Guru, Vinayaka, their favour invoked,
With rhyme and reason from rhetoric, soul’s cheer,
Weaving skilled verses for the mind’s discernment,
I sing the MAGA SALAKUNA. (us. D).
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Maga Salakuna means an itinerary or road-guide.

The idea of writing a poem to describe a route, is familiar to us from the %
Sandesa or Messenger poems, which draws their inspiration from Kali-
dasa’s Méghadsta (clond messenger). The message is dispatched
generally through a bird, and the places over which it wings its flight are
described. Every Sandésa poem takes its name from its messenger : the
Mayura Sandésaya from the peacock, the Salalihini 5° from the maing
(graculareligiosa), the Hamnsa and the Tisara S° from the swan, the Gira 5°
from the parrot, the ParaviS® from the pigeon, the Kdkila S°from the
cuckoo, the Nilakobd S° fromthe green pigeon, the Sdavul S° from the

common cock, the Diyasivul S° from the water-fowl ete.

The Maga Salakuna however eschews the messenger-device and adopts
the prosaic form of telling the way to a pious friend, who wishes to make

a pilgrimage from Badulla to the Dalada Maligava. -
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A friend in joy and sorrow a helper alike

Like sound and letter united all our days,

In hope of heavenly bliss, full of good deeds,
So firm a friend lives happy in this city, (vs. 20).

In deference to doctrine uttered by the sage

And gladly admitting the merits of pilgrimage,

My noble friend, his triple mind enlightened

And longing to venerate the dexter tooth relic; (vs. 21).
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‘“ Oh, friend devoted *’ quoth he, *“ who lives,

United with me as my twin-soul, give ear, ”

Then asked me the way to the city prosperous, Senkadagala
Where the Sage’s dexter tooth relic lay enshrined. (vs. 22).

Having heard my friend’s request with joy of mind,

My pal 7, said I, “ linked with me like gold and mercury,
I'll tell you then without delay as best I wist.

The truth it is, oh, hearken now with ears intent. (vs.23).

The pilgrim’s progress is from Badulla to Kandy—a route not covered

by any of our Sandésa poems—through the following places: Midavela,
Alutvela, Mahagalkada, Alugolla, the stream of Kohéovila, Kahatagaha-
ruppe, Galpotta, Millagasruppe, Bogoda, the Uma Oya, Salatota, Dam-
beruppé, Tuppitiya, Sihilpinkandura, Kottagoda, Manavela, Viva-
““gedera, Hapugolla, Haltota, Paranagama, Dodanvatukapalla, Kada-
vata, Valahamarapatana, the Halgarana Oya, Elamalpatana, the little
and the great Nanba hills, Dandubendirupps, the Kurundu Oya,
Ratmalkarana, Oluvimankada, Balagaharuppe, Kudammakalavita,
Maturata, the Belihul Oya, Padiyapaldlla, Kosruppé, Mitivala, Valu-
ganhinna, Rikillagaskada, Madanvala, Diyatilakapura, Ratmitiya, the
Ma Oya, Milala, Miruppé, Marassana, Bolapg, the bridge over the Kivul-
linda, the Talavatu Oya, Ampitiya, Sihilpinkandura, Migonaramba-
vela, and Pallévahala atuva. Of these place names some are yet on the
map, some have disappeared altogether and some can be traced and identi-
fied from past writings,

. In 1630, when the Portuguese under Constantine de Sa, were threatening
Badulla, the Kandyan army set out to meet them from Hanguranketa
(or Diyatilakapura, asitwas then called), and crossing over the Belihul
Oya and the Halgarana Oya, passed through Paranagama and Tuppitiya
to Alugolla. (Port. Era, II, ix. p. 184). Dr. John Davy, who tramped
this road from Badulla to Kandy in 1819, gives details which have a
bearing on the route of our poem. On the 28th of March he left Badulla
and after exploring Lower Uva and Velassa came up to Fort M’Donald
at the lower bend of the road before one comes to the Halgarana Oya, and
continued his journey. ““ On the 17th of April *’ he says, ““ I ascended the
Dodanatukapella and proceeded over the mountains to Maturata, at
the distance of 16 miles...,..... The ascent of the pass commences imme-
diately on quitting Fort M’Donald and continues with very little inter-
ruption, very steep up to its summit, about 2 miles distant, where there
'~ are the remainsof a Kadavette at the entrance of a forest...... The views
that present themselves from different points of the ascent of this lofty
green mountain, thus far almost entirely free from jungle, are various and
magnificent, particularly of Upper Uva, almost the whole of which is
visible, and in the direction of Weyaloowa the summits of whose mountains
rising above astratum of silver vapour, had a very singular and beauziful
effect. Beyond the Kadavette, for at least ten miles, there is a constant
succession of ascents and descents, the general level of the road rather
increasing than diminishing in altitude...... The most beautiful part of the
‘way, and the most interesting, is between two mountains, about a mile
and a half on each side of the Halgaran Oya...... The hills over which we
passed, were of the liveliest verdure, ornamented with a profusion of rare
and flowering shrubs.....cAn interestwas given to this wild and beautiful
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scenery by traces of ancient works on a hill to the right, not far from a
‘remarkably bold facade of rock, projecting from the sides of the mountain
like a promontory...... The ancient works consist of trenchesand low stone
walls, both as if intended, not for fortification but as simple enclosures,
A hey are attributed to a prince, who, according to tradition,being banished
here, stopped passing travellers, and compelled them to labour for him...
The forcsts between which the cmmtry just mentioned is situated, have a
Very pef‘llllal" character, especially that nearest Maturata. It is the most
wloomy one I ever entercd ; indeed its gloom exceeds imagination
From Maturata T proceeded to Marasena and from thence to Kandy......
Hanguranketty, through which we passcd (6 miles from Kandy), for a
long period was a royal residence...... " (Interior of Ceylon II, viii, pp.
434—5, 440—T).

In the above description, the following topics should be noted : the
pass of Dodanvatukapalla, the view of Uva, the Kadavata on the verge
of the forest, the two mountains on cither side of the Halgarana Oya,
the remarkable boulder of rock, the trenches and the low stone walls.

Our poem has something to say of every one of them.
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Notice, my comrade, before proceeding

The Moors at the caravan halting place, .
They seize stray oxen, muzzle them fast,
Twisting their tails load them heavily

And draw down sin. Their merchandize is

In pots and pans, and saltand dry fish. (vs. 67).

The caravan halted to gather strength bc’for(‘ ascending the pass of
Dodanvatukapalla.
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There is no time to tarry at the great swamp,
Viewing peacocks dance oft among their hens
On the broad summits of serried rocky ridges ;
But haste over, friend, the Dodanvatukapu]la. (us, 68).

The Rajavaliya narrates how a clash between Rijasimha II, who
had become King of Kandy after Senerat’s death in 1635, and his brother
V1]'13,apala the prince of Matalg, was averted at ‘ Dodanvatukapolla of
Uva’ (Rai. p 73)
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Mount the top gladly and survey the country,

With sapphire-like eyes. There appear clearly

Many orchards and gardens, fields on every side

Of the three divisions of the province of Uva. (vs. 6g).

The Kadavata is noticed in verse 70, and the next 32 verses are devoted
to a most realisticdescription of the gorgeous forest scene, which struck
Dr, Davy as ‘sublime’. The two mountains on either side of the Hal-
garana Oya are alluded to in our poern as ‘kuda Nanba hela’ and
‘nibala Nanba hela * (vss. 107, 109). Between the hills were the trenches
and the low stone walls:
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. A fierce warrior of old named Kotamapa
Dug trenches the length and breadth of the plain,

Intent to lead the stream o’er the upper channe],
Survey them, friend, with joy as you go. (vs. 108).

398 &

Although names like Apa, Yapa and Mapa were common in the Uva,
it is not possible to fix the identity of this “fierce warrior ** who spent his
exile in irrigation works. There is a tradition in Udukinda of Uva,
that in the brave days of old a claimant to the throne had taken refuge
in a place called Mapagala, to the north of Ulugala in Dehivinipalata
korle. (Uva Ithihasaya p. 105). A certain Kotamapané Ratérala
featured in the rebellion of Uva in 1818. (Dispatch No. 278, Brownrigg
to Bathurst, rath Apl. 1818). From these few facts, we can safely
presume that our poet wrote of a real person.

The strange looking ‘ rock projecting from the mountain like a
promontory * is perhaps alluded to in verse 113.
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Trained from youth to martial drill,
Kuruvita Rala did it here ;

“Look " hesaid and as he stood

With one hold leap cleared the rock.
Thsis his prowess to bondmen showed.
On your way regard the spot. ({vs. 113).
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Kuruvita Rala,the Prince of Uva in Senerat's time, had such a
reputation for valour and intrepidity, that history and tradition have
attributed to him deeds almost incredible and even uncanny. Fr. Fer-
nao de Queyroz says: “* His people considered him immortal, and neither
in the one (Portuguese) nor in the other (Kandyan) territory would they
believe that he was killed, till they saw his head in Candia whither the
General sent it, which being recognized by all, they considered it a great
marvel.” (Queyroz, IV, xvii, p, 731).

Kivullinde palama referred to in vs. 175, was the bridge over the Kivul-
lindé Oya, four miles from Kandy, mentioned in a road-guide of 1855
(Ceyl. Almanac 1855 p. 276). Between this stream and Kandy was
Sihilpinkandura, which flowed into the lake. ** It supplied a spout re-
served for the King’s use, the masenry of which was discovered in 1887."
(Lawrie’s Gazeteer, sub Ampitiva; JCBRAS, Ne. 36, pp. 120—3).
Migonarambavela in verse 180, is often mentioned in D'Oyly’s Diary.
It was near the Malvatu Vihara and on theupper side of thelake, not far
from the Paya Malu Vihira and not more than half a mile from the
Palace itself. The name survived in Haramby house, until the Hotel
Suisse superseded it. (D’Oyly’s Diary, pp. 67, 118, 168, 16g; C.AL.R.,
IV.ii, p. #8).

The Maga Salakunadescribes atsome length the three most important
cities of the hill country, at the time: Badulupura, Divatilakapura
and Senkadagala or Sirivardhanapura (vs. 22 & 2zo1). The colourful
picture drawn of their palaces and mansions, temples and fanes, nobles
and commons, men and women, parks andgardens, troops of armed men,
elephants, horses and chariots, streets and their bazaars, gives one the
impression that they were at the zenith of their glory, Ewven if we make
an allowance for poetical convention and exaggeration, there yet remains
a good deal of truth.

In Badulla are mentioned, Mutiyangana Vihdra, Pallé Vidiya, the
throne of Kumarasimha, the temple of Mahasgéna, Palle Vahala atuva,
Handagala Vidiya and Naikanda Pihilla,

Emnecs 6B BEEE o5 & 0
G@HEC ¢ »B e go8sl 8 DD
e S0 »R e OVEE © b2 yles)
sEe R e 8 @ &icfgias’d ® 5®D

Placing your hands upon your head, with heart replete with joy,

On your face and hands and knees, worship the Mutiyangana,

Where the ascetic’s relics are laid, with-merits accumulated

To rear undaunted a golden ladder, reaching upto the skies. (vs. 27)

The Mutiyvangana vihira in Badulla, situated in a district which formed
part of the ancient Malaya rata, is an important place in the history of
Buddhism in Ceylon. The tradition is that the Buddha on his third visit
entered into the high state of comtemplation, known as nirddha samapaiti,
on the spot where the c@#iya stands. According to the Papancasiidani
the Théra Maliyadtéva preached the Chachakka sutta here. (Adikaram
vii, p. 115). The Pijavaliya says that Detutissa I built the Baduluvehera
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(Puj. xxxiv,p. 727), which isthe same as the Mutiyangana (Uva Itihasaya,
II, 1i, oo——1). It i5 also counted among the siddhasthina of Ruhunu
rata (Marambeé p. 25). In 1630, when the Portuguese entered Badulla,
they rested in the vihara for the night and left it intact, though they des-
troyed other buildings of the town including the Kataragam dévalé
(Expedition pp. 22, 23). Knox says: “ The Portugals in time of war
burnt Badulla to the ground. The Palace here is quite ruined ; the
Pagodas only remain in good repair.”” (Knox I, i, pp. 8& g). “ When
Dr. Dayvy visited Badulla in 1819 7, the devale dedicated to the Katara-
gama god, and a wiharé, the dagoba attached to which is of large size
were intact. (Interior of Ceylon, II, iii, p. 408). Hoffmeister writes
in 1848 that the summit of the dagoba “appears to have been of old com-
pletely gilded and the base must have been very elegant and finely
fluted . (Travels, p. 151).

. The temple of Mahaséna, the war god of Kataragama, (vss. 34, 35) is
said to have been erected by Vimaladharma Striya 1, in thanksgiving for
his victory over the Portuguese at Danturé, in 1594, which brought him
fame as well as the heiress to the Kandyan throne, Dona Catherina. It
suffered damage during the wars of 1615 and 1630 but it was later repaired.
The name of Pallé Vidiya (vs. 28) survives in Lower Street and in the
same street must have stood the royalbalcony of Palle Vahala and the
throne of Kumarasimhhe (zss, 38, 33). The Manual of the Province of
Uwa says: * Continuing along the Batticaloa road one sees in Lower
Street opposite the entrance to Kataragama dewale a curious little struc-
ture called the Sinhasana or King’s seat, an appendage of the dewale
to which it stands in much the same relation as the octagon to the Dalada
Maligawa in Kandy .” {(Manual X, pp. 131, 132).

Qur poem refers to the throne of Kumarasirha in these words :
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Lo, to your right is Skanda’s throne

Set np with pleasure by Kumarasirhha.

"Tis the royal seat at army parades

Like the lion’s perch to irate elephant assuras, ({vs. 33).

. Kumarasirhha Asthina was the son of Vimaladharma Sariya I and Dona
Catherina, the brother of Vijayapila and step-brother of Rajasimhha IT
(Raj. p. 70). In 1613 Senerat believing his end was near, settled his
kingdom on Kumaérasimha with Kuruvita Rala, the Prince of Uva, and
Migomuve Raila, as regents, during the prince’s minority. (Baldeus xiv
pp. 693—5). Fifteen years later, when Senerat partitioned his domain,
Kumarasimha received the kingdom of Uva. (Mahavansa xcv, 19—24).
In 1630 when the Portuguese attacked Badulla, he led the Sinhalese army
with his brothers against the enemy: (Expedition p. 22; Raj. p. 72).
He was poisoned by Rajasimha before Senerat’s death, which took place
in 1635. (Mahavansa xcvi, 4).
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Another interesting topographical detail given by our poem, is about
Naikanda Pihilla, An old Sinhalese verse celebrates it as the ancient
and ever-flowing fountain of water in Badulla.* (Uwva Itihasaya, III, iii,
p. 103). According to Tenent this is the folklore about it: “ About 400
yards from the Fort is the tepid spring, called by the natives ‘ the smoke-
mouthed well* which is held in great veneration by Buddhists, Hindus
and Mahometans, The Hindus believe that two chank shells still preserved
in an adjacent devalé, which is dependent on the great temple of Katara-
gam, were obtained from two cobra de capellos, which rose from the.
depths of this well. The Mahometans have a tradition that a devout
Santoo on his pilgrimage to Adam’s peak, died and was buried near the
spring.” (Ceylon Vol. 2, part II, ch. vii, pp. 266—%). The Manual of
the Uva Province remarks: ““ Of the public bathing places of which there
are two or three in the town, only one deserves mention. It is situated
above the Fort on the Lower Badulla Road, and is called * Nayakata
Pihilla * . (Manual p. 132). The fountain is still there and supplies water
to a part of the town. It goes under the name of Naikata Pihilla and not
Naikanda Pihilla, as in our poem.

The second great city described in cur poem, is Diyatilakapura, with
Diys)itala kanda to the right of one proceeding to Kandy. (¢ss. 120--143,
140). ;
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Enter famous Diyatilaka, the diadem of cities in splendour ;
The rows of mansions there, were reared by kings of yore,

Who were like the #ilaka on the noble brow of earth,

After conquests attained in Lanka’s three divisions. (s. 12g).

Diyatilaka was one of the gabaddgam set apart for the personal nse of
the King of Kandy (Queyroz, L, ix, p. 70 ; Expedition p.20). In Senerat’s
reign it became the royal residence in times of anxiety. Hither he sum-
moned his States General in 1612 when he wished to settle his kingdom,
and the decree of settlement is dated 18th August from ‘Digelege ’.
(Baldeus xiv, pp. 693, 6g5). In 1629 when the Portuguese burnt Kandy,
he fled to Diyatilakapura for safety. (Raj. P. #2), Here too the Portu-
guese prisoners were detained after their defeat at Randenivela in 1630.
(Expedition p. 56). When some Dissavas and Appuhamies raised the
standard of rebellion at Nilamba in 1644, Rajasimha II went hither for
shelter after killing some of the rebels. (Knox I, i, p. g; Beknopte
Historie p. 63). The Atpaldikava, a poem said to have been written
in 1679 by a certain Nandana, makes it the royal residence of Rajasirhha,
(Sirhhala Sahitiya Vamsaya pp. 36-—38) :
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(The King's'decree went forth from his seat in Diyatilakapura, the
pleasant city included in the prosperous kingdom of Ruhuna).

Beyond Diyatilakapura on the rocky plateau of Midamahanuvara, was
the city of refuge, or rahas snuvara built by Senerat ; it was inaccessible
save by a narrow defile which was kept rigorously guarded. (JCBRAS,
No. 36, p. 321 ; Port. Era. I, xv, p. 327).

During the peace that prevailed in the reign of Vimaladharma Siiriva
II, the successor of Rajasirhha, Diyatilakapura seems to have lost its
prestige ; and when Naréndrasithha took up his residence there it had
given place to the new name of Hanguranketa. The Oratorian Records
inform us that already in 1712 the King was residing in ** the new city ™
of Hanguranketa and that he remained there till 1728, when probably he
shifted to Kundasala, of which he became so enamoured as to eamn the
eponym of ‘ Kundasila Rajjuruve’. (Oratorian Miss. D, 16, p. T02;
D. 19, p. 124; D. 37, p. 173.)

It is commonly held that Diyatilakapura isidentical with Hanguran-
keta (rf. Port. Era 1I, x, p. 196, note 33). Dr. Davy states that * Diya-
tilaka is more generally called Hanguranketa . (Interior of Ceylon, I,
X, p- 306). The place where Rajasimmha sought safety during the rebellion
of 1644, 18 given as Diyatilaka by Knox, who wrote in 1680, but as Han-
guranketa by the ‘ Beknopte Historie’, written about the year 1760.
(Knox I, ii,p. g ; Beknopte Hist. p. 63). On the other hand, it must be
pointed out that in the map of Ceylon by Nicholas Visscher, dated 1682,*
and in the Nounvelle Carte de L'Tle de Ceylont, dated 1764, Diyatilaka and.
Hanguranketa are indicated as two different places, whereas the maps
attached to the works of Knoxand Baldeus aswell as de L'Isle’s map¥,
dated 1722, give only Diyatilaka ; and the map of Isaak Thirion*, dated
1754, and of some later authors, give only Hanguranketa, I am in-
clined to think that they were two distinct places, one close to the other,.
Diyatilaka being the more ancient, and that * the hedge-sparrow fed the
cuckoo so long, that it had its head bit off by its voung .”” Nevertheless,
the old name survives in Diyatilaka Koralé. (rf. Mandaram Puvata1g).}

The last 23 verses of the poem are devoted to a description of Sirivar-
dhana pura (#ss. 181—=203). The pilgrim proceeds from Migonaramba-
vela towards the city. To his left is Pallévahalatuva, where the heads of
families (mahakula detuvo ) deal out wages generously (vs. 181). He
watches the wrestlers at Angammaddilla (vs. 182) and after a good look at.

* In the Government Archives

T In the Kandy Museum
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the Paragahamula court, decked with a myriad banners (vs. 183), goes
down for a wash to the Dalada Pihilla (vs. 184). The flight of stone steps
takes him to the Maha Maluva (185) ; the Natha devale is in front of him
and an iron-smith’s forge to his left. (vss, 186—7). There to his right
is the stately portal of the Maha Vasala, with its Makara Torana and its
posse of footmen keeping their watches (vs. 188). From the vantage
ground of the Court, he views the panorama of the illuminated metro-
polis (vs. 189): the ramparts begirding it “ like a conch bracelet on
mother earth’s right arm ” (vs. 190), the moat full of flowers (vs. 191),
bazaars glittering with coral, pearls and precious stones, like a gem pit
laid bare (vs. 196), the sheen issuing from the gem-studded minarets of
mansions and temples (vs. 200). Fair maids appear on the balconies
and peals of merry laughter burst forth as they amuse themselves at
‘mal pandu’ (vs.192). In thestreetshe seeselephants striding solemnly,
horses moving swiftly with gaily decked chariots, and soldiers, victorious
in many a war, marching with steady step (uss. 193, 195, T97, 199).
The poet sums up his encomium of Sirivardhanapura in vs. 201 :
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Know you now that this is Sirivardhanapura

Where conquering ministers dwell, great and gracious,
And many stout warriors who subdued foes,

Crushing their pride, drove them to the wilds.

The traveller is now at the end of his journey ; he pays his respects to
the four devales, Natha, Visnu, Skanda and Pattini, and enters the
Dalada Maligava (vss. 202, 203).
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After contemplating this city’s splendour with joy

Where the sky is flooded with rays of many gems,

Where noble kings of the famous solar race e’er dwelt,

With satisfaction, enter, my friend, the Dalada Maligava. (vs. 203).

Here the poem ends. But it is necessary to discuss places and persons
mentioned in these verses.

From Queyroz and Knox, both of them writers of the XVIIth century,
and the Mahavansa, an idea can be formed of Kandy of this period. There
was a massive wall built by Vimaladharma Siriya I surrounding the city
with 18 tower-structures at intervals, where sentries were posted (Mahav.
xciv 7, 8). The Metropolis had well built houses and streets, cleaned
and adorned. The buildings were of masonry, thatched with leaves of
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bamboo, and rattan, though the temples, and the Palace of the King were,
according to report, covered with copper, silver and gold. There were
about 2500 inhabitants, because they were not obliged to live there,
except the Arachies and the Mudaliyars, and even those who governed the
Provinces residedin other places. The greatest part of the inhabitants
were merchants 5, Moors and Paravers, from the coast of India, who to sell
their goods, had there a large street, which served as a bazaar., There
were four temples which were the most sumptuous everseen. (Queyroz, I
viii, pp. 59, 60 ; III, ix, p. 614). In 1504 the City was left half-destroyed
when Vimaladharma Siiriya I retreated before the advancing Portuguese
army, under Pedro Lopez de Souza. It was again burnt down by the,
‘Portuguese in 1611, 1629 and 1638, but gradually rebuilt. (Queyroz 11T
xiii, p. 482 ; IV. xxvii,p. 804). For about 20 years, Rajasirhha IT, lived
away from the City and it was neglected much during this period (Knox, I,
i, pp. 7—8). i

When the tooth relic was brought from Delgamuwa to Kandy, Vimala-
dharma Siiriya erected “a superb two-storeyed relic temple on an exqui-
sitely beautiful piece of gronnd in the neighbourhood of the royal palace,”
to shelter it. (Mahav. xciv, 12—14).

From later writers, further details are available, of special interest to
our subject. An account of the embassy of Capt. Joan Wilhelm Schnee
to the Kandyan Court in 1731—32, tells us how the Ambassador with the
letters patent of his Government upon his head, went up the stone steps
and crossing the maluva of the Miligiva approached the Hall of Audience.
(JCBRAS, No. 62, p. 205). Johann Wolffgang Heydt, who accompanied
Daniel Agreen’s embassy to Kandy in 1736 says: “ We were
escorted to the entrance of the Palace round which several elephants of
gigantic size were standing...... The presents were all brought up, even
the horses had to climb up the stone steps, which were about 1g in number
...... This entrance is provided in front with a beautiful thick wall built
of square stones, carved...... After we had passed through this entrance
and building in the interior resting onwooden pillars in front of which,
as I could see, the King’'s men kept watch, we came to a beautiful square
or forecourt in the middle of which was a stone gateway which led from
the entrance to another building,” (JCBRAS, No, 71, pp. 35, 39).
The construction at the entrance, resting on wooden pillars, 1s no doubt,
the makara torana (Port. Era I, ii. p. 40). The makara design in our
architecture is mentioned as early as the days of Parakrama Bahu I,
1153—86, though earlicr instances do exist (Mahav. Ixxiii, g2).

Pallévahala, or lower palace, was the residence of the Queens and Princes
in contrast to the Mahavasala or the King's palace. (D'Oyly pp. 31,
106, 147 ; CALR, 1V, ii, p. 81). The smiths’ forge was the workshop
of the men of the koffal badda, who provided for the king’s armoury
(JCBRAS., No. 62, pp. 221 ff.}; and arhgam-midilla the wrestling
ground where prize-fighters oftentimes entertained royalty (cf. ib. No. go,
pp. 103, tf). The para tree, which gave the name to Paragahamula
atuva, existed even in the days of Sri Vikrama Raja Sirhha, who is said
to have been told in a dream not to cut it down. (CALR, IV, i1, p. 81).

From the details given about Badulupura, Diyatilakapura and Sirivar-
dhanapura, it is possible to fix the date of the composition of the poem
with some degree of certainty. At the time of our poem, Badulupura was
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at the zenith of its splendour with Kumarasirhha Asthana as its princely
ruler. Now, Badulupura was destroyed in 1630 and it never afterwards
regained its past glory., Kumarasimha ended his days about the year
1635. On the other hand, Diyatilaka sprang into fame in the days of
Senerat ; and already in 1612 it was his city of refuge and rest. Sirivar-
dhanapura lost nothing of its importance in his time until 1629 when
Kandy was burnt by Constantine de Sa. The date may, therefore, be
placed somewhere between 16012 and 1629. There is nothing either in
the style or in the vocabulary of the poem to demand a later date.

In diction and style, the Maga Salakuna has much in common with the
classical poetry of the XVth century and of Alagivavanna. At times
not only the metaphors and similes, but even the words and expressions
of these works are repeated. Tor instance :—
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Kakila Sandesaya vs, 17
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But even in these instances, the poet is his own architect and artist.
He is accurate in his topography, as it was shown before. His elaborate '
word-painting of the forest scene between Dodanvatukapalla and
Hilgarana Oya, is perhaps the most realistic wehaveinthe whole range
of our poetry. After naming thetreescommonly found in Ceylon jungles
(vss. 74, 84), he describes the men, women, animals, birds and insects
that are a feature there, and sometimes cven their attitudes: Veddahs,
fishing in muddy pools, while their women, with matted locks and bulging
bellies, squat by trees and gaze with their babes (vss. 71, go) ; hermits
mumbling their prayers to the descant of mosquitoes and peacocks (vs. 75)
women with bright cyes and scarlet lips, leisurely roaming the woods

{vss. 77, 78,79), Kindura maids, with hair decked with peacock feathers,
blowing their reedy flutes (vs. 89), The elephant, the deer, the elk, the
tiger, the bear, the boar, the buffalo, the hare, the monkey and the python,
all receive the poet’s attention (vss. 92, 76, 87, 96, 83, 82, 72, g8, 112, 04).
He describes the birds and the places and postures, in which we are
accustomed to see them  (vss. 86, 1, 93, 88, g7). Even the rocky cave,
with the burnt ashes is not omitted (vs. gg). The most graphic descrip-
tion is of the uncanny little cricket, which blown about by every gust of
wind, settles upon branches of trees and breaks the stillness of the deep
forest, with its shrill unending chirp, (s. g3).
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Swarms of crickets, flung hither and thither,
Settle as often on the twigs of trees,
-With cries that sound, “ Luck, luck, indeed ”
Then chirp in chorus, ** kisi, kisi ™.

;‘,“-\

The metrical device of the Maga Salakuna is very simple. Sinhalese
prosody admits threc kinds of verse, G, Sivupada and Séhati. The
first is generally blank verse of uneven lines, as in Kavsilumina, Sasada-
vata, Muvadevdavata and Siyabaslakara; the second always rhymed
lines of equal length, as in Subhdsita and Lovédasamgarava ; the third
is amixture of the two others, as inthe second verse of a Sandésa poem.
The Maga Salakuna is written in Sivupada. There are several varieties
of Sivupada, determined by the number of instants (mdaird) in a line,
the position of the caesura (yati) the foot-scheme (ganaya) and the end
thyme scheme (clisama). The commonest variety used in our poem is the
Samudragasa, (the ocean roar), of which the orthodox form has 18 instants
with the caesura at the zoth., (Elu San. Lak. p. 60, 37); 17 and Ig
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mstants without the caesura are also possible. Although the strict form
is adhered to in some verses (vss. 176, 191), 17 instants with or without
the caesura are most commonly found in our poem. The form, I7 instants
with the caesura at the gth, sometimes found here, is not given in the
Elu Sandés Lakuna, the standard work on Sinhalese prosody ; the closest:
form given is Kinduru Keli (sitens’ dance), which has 18 instants with the
caesura at the long syllable immediately after the 8th instant (Elu, San.
Lak. p. 59, 36). ’

Besides the Samudragtsa, two other types are found in our poem,
the Padaka and the T 6faka vritta ; the first has 16 instants with a caesura
after every fourth (vss. 74, 75, etc.), and the second four anapaests
or sagana (Elu San. Lak. p. 55, 30). The best example of this is in verse
So. i
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In poetry of form, such as ours, figures of speech {alamkara) play a very
important part, What grammar is to language, that alamkara is to
oriental poetry, in the sense that good poetry cannot be written without
a clear understanding of the alamkaras. They are of two classes, the
sabdhalamkara or sound-embellishments and arthdlamkara or sense-em-
bellishments. The former include such figures as alliteration (anuprisa),
the repetition of the same letter at the beginning or (less irequently)
in the body of different words in more or less close juxtaposition to each
other ; and assonance (yamaka), an imperfect form of rhyme which counts
only the vowel sound of the chief rhyming syllable. Sense-embellishments
are numerous and frequent, being either natural (svabhavekti) or artificial
(vakrokti). Under the latter class are many varieties, which have no label
i Western rhetoric. This poem uses at least 21 different kinds of alarn-
kara, some of which are indicated here : upama (simile), #i#paka (metaphor)
atisayokti (hyperbole), aksépa (paraleipsis or the denial of one thing to
imply another), paryayokti (periphrasis), uipréhsa (poetical exaggeration
or fancy), sasandéha (implied doubt), uddtta (where the figure is drawn
from sométhing noble or elevated), Aétu (cause), nidarsana (illustration,
reference to a like result), birantimal (confusion of qualities } etc., (tf.
Keith, pp. 374, 380 passim ; Diwekar chs. VII, VIII etc.)

The poem, however, has some blemishes which can be excused by
appealing to poetic license, but cannot be overlooked. (i) Words are
sometimes contracted by the omission of a letter or syllable to suit the
metre : e.g. nomin for novamin (vss. 47d, 55a, 6oc, 125b, 144C), vaskuld
for vaskulal (vs. 8q), kopu for kopul (vs. 12): (ii) the particle ‘ma’ is
sometimes tagged on to a word more for metrical purposes than for
emphasis (vss. 144b, 73, 157b, 15093, 176¢, 178b). There are three words
of special interest in this poem: (i) ldgaya (vss. 62, 148), which, the
late Mudaliyar W. F. Goonawardhana asserted, (rf. Gut. Kav. Varn.
p- xlil) was found in three places only, Guttila Kavyaya vs. 308, Gird
Sandéaya vs. 54 and Kavya Sekharaya VI, vs. 20 but actually it is
found here in two places (vss. 62, 148) and at least in three placesin the
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Veéda Kavyaya of Fr. Jacome Goncalvez {vss. 408, 434, 451), in the
sense of ‘manner’ ; (i) ndvara, used among common folk in the sense of
“dirt * or ‘ grime ’ ; (iil) fappa, meaning ‘ flattened ’, sometimes ocourring
‘as ‘cappa’, in common parlance,

The Maga Salakuna has not the literary merits of great poems like
Kavsilumina, Muvadevdavata, Sasadavata and Mayura Sandédaya;
nor can it be considered the equal, in all respects, of the poems of the
XVth century. But it can be placed in the category of classical poetry,
to which the Savul Sandesa of Alagiyavanne belongs. For one thing,
its topography is more definite and accurate, and its descriptions more
realistic than in many of our sandésa poems ; for another, there is in it
sufficient originality to provide a relief from the monotony of others of
its kind and hold the attention of the reader.

A critical edition of the poem, done with the collaboration of the well
known Oriental scholar, Mr. M. E. Fernando, of St. Aloysius’ College,
Galle, is now ready for the printers. I should be much obliged to any
one, who would give me any information either about other manuscripts
or details of this poem.
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SOME FOSSIL ANIMALS FROM CEYLON

PART V

By
P. E. P. DERANIVAGALA, M.A. (Cantab) ; .M. (Harvard) ;
F.C.P.S.; F.LS.; F.2.5,

(With one plate and two text figures)

Tars the fifth contribution to the series describes the first fossil pig
to be discovered in Ceylon and reviews the genera of the family Hippo-
potamidae revealing the presence of a new gemus therein. This paper
also records new facts regarding the extinct Felidae, Rhinocerotidae,
Suidae and Hippopotamidae of Ceylon. Those desirous of studying the
subject further are referred to the earlier papers in this series, to the two
more detailed papers in Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 24, and to ** Some Phases
of the Evolution of Ceylon,” the presidential address in 1g46 to the
Natural Sciences Section (D) of the Ceylon Association of Science.

Some of the work in the section on Hippopotamidae was made possible
when the writer visited East Africa in 1946 as Ceylon’s official delegate to
the Pan-African Congress on Pre-history and he takes this opportunity
to express his appreciation of the fine work done by Dr. and Mrs. L. S. B.
Leakey in the field of pre-history by naming the new hippopotamid
genus in their honour; he also expresses his grateful thanks to the
following :—Sir Gilbert and Lady Rennie, Mr, and Mrs, C. G. Richards,
the Hon’ble Mrs, H. Grant and Mr. and Mrs. Chunilal Kirparam for their
hospitality during his stay in East Africa, to Dr. and Mrs. L. S. B. Leakey,
Dr. Donald C. Mc’ Innes of the Coryndon Memorial Museum and to
Mr. Hugh Copley of the Game Warden’s Department of Kenya, both for
their hospitality and for making available for examination several
valuable specimens, to Miss D. M. A. Bate of the British Museum of
Natural History, for her kindness in providing information from literature
inaccessible to the writer, and to Dr. W. Fernando of Ceylon University
for permitting him to examine the skulls there.

The lion’s carnassial and hippopotamus canines depicted in this
paper are part of the Deraniyagala collection in the British Museum,
the other fossils are in the Colombo and Ratnapura Museums. The
depths at which they were discovered and other details of stratigraphy
are from the reports of the collectors.

Family Felidae

Genus PANTHERA Oken

Panthera Oken 1816 Lehrb. Zool 2nd Abth. Genotype Felis pardus Liuné
1758, Horizon, Pinjor to Recent. :
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Panthera leo sinhaleyus Deraniyagala (Plate I. Fig. 6)

Panthera leo sinhaleyus Deraniyagala 1939. Journal Roy. Asiat. Soc. (C.B.)
pp- 237, 238, Fig. 3. Deraniyagala 1941, Science and Culture Vol. VIL, p. 67, Fig. 2.

Deraniyagala 1944, Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 24, pp. 25, 26. Holotype in British
Museum.

P. Deraniyagala del.

Fig. 1-—Holotype of Panthera leo sinkaleyus secured in 1936 and presented to the
British Museum : details are given in the earlier articles. The figure is 1.6 times
natural size. (&) crown, (b) labial view, (¢} lingual view; a 5 mm scale attached.

The extingt lion of Ceylon is known from two teeth from the Kuruvita
area. The holotype discovered in 1936 is entire except for the loss of its
posterior root (fig. ). This fossil lay on top of the gem sand at Pan vila,
Adande vala, Kuruvita at a depth of 19 feet. Metatype Ratnapura
Museum No. F 43 A. It is the terminal part of the crown of a canine
(PL. 1, Fig. 6) Its unfluted surface suggests that it is a lower canine and
the position of its posterior ridge further suggests that it is from the
right side. The fragment is from above the pulp cavity of a
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right lower canine, which has broken off well above the basal part of
the crown where there is pronounced curvature and swelling. The apical
two or three millimetres of the specimen are missing thereby rendering
the fossil a truncate cone. The apical cross section of this cone is 6.5
millimetres long, 6 millimetres wide, the depth of the cone is 20 milli-
metres. A leopard’s lower canine only measures 6,5 millimetres at a
point below the upper third of its length, displaying curvature in this
area and a point 20 millimetres below this will be enclosed by the jaw
and show the pulp cavity. It will thus be seen that the fossil
is far too large for a leopard, but if regarded as cospecific with the holotype
(Fig. 1) both agree in shape and size with the carnassial and lower
canine of a lion. The fossil canine fragment sugeests that this tooth is
somewhat narrower than in the living species and in this respect also
it agrees with the carnassial found in 1936,

TasrLe I
Measurement Fossil tion Recent lion ‘
f.mgfk along aﬁmi Sfracture 6.5 mm. 6.5 mum.
Width m-:ross apical fracture 6 _m;F } 6?11:111“__
Basal length 20 mm. below apical fracture ".1 6. mm. 16 mm.
Basal width 20 wom. below a;b-;;;:aé _fmciu;e 13.5 mm. 14ﬁ Hl.'nm.

Size—As large as or somewhat larger than the living lion.

Horizon—Probably upper Pleistocene to subrecent. Found on gem
sand at a depth of 20feet, at Pahala vela, Galédandé mandiya, Gonapitiya,
Kuruvita, Sabaragamuva province about four miles from the pit which
yielded the holotype. Gem pits two or three yards away from the present
pit yiclded fossils of hippopotamus and Elephas maximus sinhaleyus as
did those near the one which yielded the holotype. These fossils suggest
an upper Pleistocene age. The following data however suggest that the
lion persisted in Ceylon into historic times.

{2} A manuscript list of Sinhala words by Dr. P, Hermann (1670—
1677) in the British Muscum, states :— foveam esse (loco scilicet quem
Kukul Korale vocant) in Cevlonia in qua leo natus est.”

(%) The same tradition that it once inhabited the rain forest of Sinha
Raja Adaviya (the Royal Lion Forest) of Kukul Korale in Sabaragamuva
province is recorded by Gunn (1873).

{e) It figures prominently in Sinhala legend, follk lore and sculpture,
whercas the tiger is practically unknown.

(@) The earlier sculptures are more realistic than the later ones which
become highly stylized when the artists no longer remembered the shape
of the animal they attempted to depict. :
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(e) As most of these earlier sculptures depict a maneless lion, and
since Sinhala tradition affirms that there was the common Balu-Sinhaya,
or dog-like (maneless) lion, the rare Kesvara-Sinhaya or maned lion,
and other varieties,® it is probable that the Ceylon lion was generally
maneless. Many of the lions depicted by medieval Indian artists are
also maneless, and the Ceylon animal was doubtless a local race closely
allied to the Indian.

Family Rhinocerotidae
Genus Rhinoceros Linné

Rhinoceros unicornis Linné 1758, Systema Naturae ed. X. Horizon Pinjor to Recent.

Ceylon possesses two extinct species of rhinoceros, namely the common
Rhinoceros sinhaleyus Deraniyagala 1944, and a local race of the Javanese
species named Rignoceros sondaicus simplistnus Deraniyagala 1946.
The upper teeth of the latter differ from those of the former in lacking
the crista while the cingulum is also lacking from the basal aspect of the
protocone. The forma typica of Java possesses a more pronounced
parastyle buttress and paracone and differs in dimensions. The type
locality for its Cevlon race is Nivitigala ; and the ‘types’ are in the
Ratnapura Museum. This form was doubtless one homed as is its
living relative ; its companion Rhinoceros sinhaleyus probably also
possessed only one hom,

Size—The teeth suggest that both Ceylon species were as 1argc as
the living Javanese one,

Horizon—The gem sand of Sabaragamuva province. The degree of
specialization of the teeth of Rhinoceros sinhaleyus suggests an upper
Pleistocene age. (Deraniyagala 1944). The other species might be
immediately prior to or subsequent to this animal.

The presence of an extinct race of the Javanese Rhinoceros in Ceylon
when coupled with the fact that there are several living animals such as
the fish Belostia and the tree lizard Cophotis, which only occur in Ceylon,
Java and Sumatra, add interest to the problem of their discontinuous
distribution,

Family Suidae
Genus Sus Linné
Sus Linné 1758 Systema Naturae ed. X. (partim).

Sus sinhaleyus sp. nov. (PL 1. Figs. 1, 2)

This is the first extinet pig to be recorded from Ceylon. It is known
from two mineralized teeth of which only the enamel remains. . They
revecal certain resemblances to Sus falconeri Lydekker on the one hand and
to the recent species Sus eristalus Wagner on the other.

Type-—Colombo Musenm No. F. 194, a last, lower, right molar with the
two anterior cusps slightly worn, Three median cusps: their bases
hidden by the labial and lingual ones. The enamel on the cusps is smooth
and uncrenulated. The cusps are simple, with two median ones anterior-
ly, and one median one posteriorly on the talon, which latter is as long

Ie.g. Color varieties such as Kalu sinheya=black lion, Trina=blue (ashy), Pandu
=vyellow, and that the Kesvara sinheya is reddish are mentioned in an ancient palm
leaf manuscript the ° Ath vibagaya ™ which Hugh Newill (1885) regarded as three
centuries old. This information is from his unpublished notes.

2. The similarity of the Proto-Aryan name Simha and the African Simba suggest
that the lion spread to one of these areas from the other, in protohistoric times.
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as the remainder of the tooth (PL I, Fig. 2). This anterior part of the
fossil tooth is not very different to that of Sus erisiatus but the talon of
- the former is less complex than in the latter. The fossil is less hypsodont
and the talon possesses only a single middle cusp instead of two, and
terminates posteriorly in one strong cusp instead of several small ores.
Compare Pl I, Fig. 2 with Fig. 1194 in Nicholson and Lydekker (188g).
A comparison of the last, lower, right molars of the two species is as
follows :—

TasrLe II
| Measurement _! Sius sé;zkaleyus Sus cristatis
:I_B:zsal lengith ' 32 mm. 45 mm.
Greatest width : I5 mm, I8 mm.
Depih 12 mim, 18 mm.
Length of talon 16 mm. 2T 1.

Locality—From the gem sand at Gonapitiya, Kuruvita, at a depth of
15 feet below the surface, j

Paratype—Colombo Museum No. 174 b, an unworn last, upper, left
molar, from which the talon area is missing ; the width, depth and shape
of the cusps with uncrenulated enamel indicate that this tooth is co-
specific with the one already described. The unworn cusps are less
prominent and less differentiated from one another than in Sus cristatus
and there are fewer accessory ones. The tooth is less hypsodont than
in the living species.

Tasre IIT
Measurement Fossil Sus cristatis
Length 2147 mm. 2¢ mim.
Width & 20 mm. 2I mm.
:De-ptf: . 15 mm. Ig mm.

Locality—From the gem sand at Sannasgama, near Palméidulla from a
“depth of g feet.

Size—The size of the teeth suggest that the animal was considerably
smaller than the living wild boar Sus cristatus Wagner.

Horizon—The age of the gem sandis variable according to the district.

Although the elongate, constricted talon of the lower molar (PLI, Fig. 2)
places this species in the genus Sus, its low crown (PL I, Fig. 1) suggests
affinity to early Indian species of middle Pleistocene or basal upper
Pleistocene age.

Family Hippopotamidae
The scarcity of vertebrate fossils in Ceylon is well illustrated by the
material hitherto collected of one of its commoner extinct mammals,
namely the hippopotamus. The total collection accumulated between
1935 and 1947 comprises about 25 isolated molars, 8 canines and fragments,
5 incisors and fragments)itwo/femurs) ‘partsicof two humeri, and a few
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other pieces of bone. These although furnishing some idea of the animal,
enable only very incomplete reconstruction,

The family Hippopotamidae is restricted to Eurasia and Africa and is
subdivisible into four genera, two of which are monotypic. All possess
extinct species, and two lack living representatives. The most primitive
genus is essentially South Asian; first occurring in the lower Pliocene,
but it possesses a single species each in Africa and in Europe respectively,
which are of somewhat younger age. In its original range this genus
evolved tardily, but after wandering outside this area new forms appear
to have been evolved. Some of them retained unaltered, certain
characters which underwent varying degrees of specialization in others.
Especially noteworthy are changes in the canines, the reduction in the
number of incisors, the change from a state of separation of the lacrymal
bone from the nasal to a conditicn where they meet, the elongation of
the muzzle coupled with the shortening and elevation of the craninm
and elevation of the orbit, and the closure of the posterior gap in the
orbit,

P. Deraniyagala del.

Fig. 2—The horizontal plane along the top of the snout in the Hippopotamidae
(semidiagrammatic})

(a) Hippoleakius gen. nov. (b) Hippopotamus (c) Heaaprotodon (4) Lower canine
of Hippopotamus (¢) Transverse section across upper canine of Hippopotamus
(f) Lower canine of Hexaprotodon (g) Transverse section across upper canine of
Hexaprotodon.
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Key to Genera of Hippopotamidae

Horizontal plane along top of snout passes,

(1) through top of orbit; incisors 34-3/34-3—H. exaprotodon,
(2) below base of orbit ; incisors? 2--2/2+2—Hippoleakins gen. nov.
(3) through middle of orbit; incisors 24-2/2-2—Hippopotamus.
(4) over orbit; incisors 2-2{1-+1—Choeropsis.

(P1. I. Figs 3, 4, 5.)
(Text Fig. 2 ¢, f, g.)

Genus Hexaprotodon Falconer et Cautley

Hippopotamus (Hexaprotodon) sivalensis Falconer et Cautley 1836 Asiatic
Researches Vol. XIX page 40.

Length of postorbital part of skull contained about two and three quarter
times in the total skull length, Lacrymalseparated from nasal by frontal
touching maxillary. In skull, horizontal plane along top of snout passes
through top of orbit, the postorbital part of cranium being somewhat
elevated above this plane. Orbit wide open posteriorly ; length of
orbit less than half length of postorbital part of skull and shorter than
jugosquamosal arch., The jugosquamosal suture enters orbit posteriorly,
Six upper and six lower incisors ; fluting, curvature and compression of
canines usually feeble ; external curvature of the lower canine frequently
about one third of the circumference of a circle (Fig. 2, f). Upper canine
with a strong longitudinal groove (Tig. 2, g and PL I, Fig. 3) last two
molars suborbital. The least specialized genus in the family. Extinct.

Genotyp e-—Hippopotamus (Hexaprotodon) sivalensis Falconer et Cautley
1836. From the Sivalik Hills, India. Lectotype in British Museum.

Size--Slightly smaller than the living Hippopolamus amphibius,

. Distribution—About seven species known from the Pliocene,
Pleistocene and subrecent of Southern Asia and its islands such as Ceylon
and Java. A solitary species from the Pliocene of Europe, and another
from Africa. :

Material examined-—(¢) at British Museum in 1938, (b) Dublin
University in 1938, (¢) Nagpur Museum in 1043, (d) illustrations in
Colbert (1935), in Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis, and in Hooijer (1g46).
{e) Ceylon material ;

The descriptions of the upper and lower canines of the Ceylon hippo-
potamus (vide Deraniyagala 1939, 1940—1944) show that it belongs to
the genus Hexaprotodon. The highly mineralized condition of the fossils of
Hippoleakius gorgops and of Hexaprotodon sivalensis when compared with
the practically unmineralized condition of the majority of such fossils
from Ceylon suggest that the latter animal persisted well into Holocene
times. The following measurements of a thigh bone (Ratnapura Mus.
No. F. 46) of this animal secured from Kuruvita, show that it equalled
the Indian sivalensis imisize '
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Total length 444 mm., circumference at midshaft 194 mm., diameter
at midshaft 65 mm., thickness of bone at midshaft 22 to 24 mm.

Hippoleakius genus novus (Fig. 2 a.)

Named in honor of Dr. L. S. B. Leakey, Curator of the Coryndon
Memorial Museum, Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, and Mrs. Leakey.

Length of postorbital part of skull contained four and a half times in
total skull length. Lacrymal at times separated from nasal by frontal
touching maxillary. Horizontal plane along top of snout passes below
base of orbit, the postorbital part of cranium being strongly elevated
above this plane. Orbit open posteriorly, its length subequal to that of
postorbital part of cranium, and also to that of jugosquamosal arch,
jugosquamosal suture suborbital, but does not enter orbit; muzzle
constricted. (?) Four upper and (?) four lower incisors. Canines strongly
fluted and widely flared, the upper one relatively elongate. The last
molar suborbital. A monotypic genus.

Genotype—Hippopotamus gorgops Dietrich 1928, Rest. Wiss. Erg.
Oldoway Exp. n.s. 3. Leipzig. Type collected at Olduvai, Tanganyika,
East Africa by Professor H. Reck, (Berlin).

Size—The largest member of the family and although highly specialized
in many respects, retains several primitive characters.

Distribution—From the ' middle and? up'per Pleistocene of
Tanganyika and East Africa. A single extinct species.

Material —(a) A skull, with the teeth mostly damaged and the lower
jaw missing, in the Coryndon Museum, () A section of a lower canine
collected by the writer from the Olduvai Gorge during the Pan-African
Pre-historic Congress in January, 1947. (c) The photograph published
by Dr. L. S. B. Leakey in Sitone Age Africa, 1936, Pl. I11.

Genus Hippopotamus Linné (Fig. 2, b, d, ¢)
Hippopotamus Linné 1758 Syst. Nat. (ed. X)

Hippopotamus (Tetraprotodon) amphibius Falconer et Cautley 1836 Asiatic Re-
searches Vol. XIX, page 5I.

Length of postorbital part of skull contained about three and a half’
times in total skull length. Lacrymal touches nasal, separating frontal
from maxillary. Horizontal plane along top of snout passes through
middle of orbit, the postorbital part of cranium being fzebly elevated
above, this plane. Orbit* usually completely closed, its length is
considerably shorter than that of either the postorbital part of the cranium
or the jugosquamosal arch. Jugosquamosal suture postorbital, and
does not enter orbit. Four upper and four lower incisors. Canines
strongly fluted,. lower curvature of each lower one forming a semicircle
(Fig. 2,d). Upper canine relatively short and with an ill defined longitudi-
nal groove (Fig. 2, ). The last two molars suborbital.

1Some of the extinct European species assigned to this genus appear to have the
orbit open posteriorly (vide Nicholson and Lydekker, 1889, Fig. 1187).
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Genotype—Hippopotamus amphibius Linné 1758, Syst. Nat. ed. X
Type locality, Nile Valley, Africa.

Size —Only inferior to Hippoleakius gorgops.

Distribution— One living species in Africa and about twelve extinct
ones from the Pleistocene of Europe, Africa and Madagascar.

Material-—(a) Living specimens at Mysore (India), and at Cairo,
Government Zoological Gardens. (b) Skulls at Coryndon Museum and
at the Ceylon University.

Genus Chaeropsis Leidy

Diprotodon. Duvernoy 1849 C.R. Ac. Sei. Paris Vol. XXIX.
Choeredes Leidy 1852 Proc. Ac. Sci. Phila.
Chaevopsis Teidy 1853 Proe. Ac. Sci. Phila. (ser. 2} Vol. II.

Length of postorbital part of skull contained about two and three-
quarter times in total skull length. Lacrymal separated from nasal by
frontal touching maxillary. Horizontal plane along top of snout passes
over orbit and postorbital part of cranium. Orbit open posteriorly,
its length considerably shorter than postorbital part of cranium. Four
upper and two lower incisors ; curvature, compression and fluting of
canines not as advanced as in Hippopotamus. Upper canine with a
strong longitudinal groove. :

Genotype—Hippopotamus liberiensis Morton 1849, J. Ac. Sci. Phila.
ser. 2, Vol. I, page 232. Type locality Paul’s river, Liberia, West Africa,
type in Museum of Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.

Size—The smallest living member of the family.

Distribution—Survives in West Africa, also known as a Pleistocene
fossil. '

Material—Living specimens seen at Whipsnade Zoological Gardens,
London.
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE I

Fics. 1 & 2 Third, lower, right molar of Sus stnhaleyus sp. nov. Colombo Museunny
No. F, 194. Side view (1), Crown view (2): A five millimetre scale attached
X 13 times natural size.

Fic. 3—An upper canine of Hexaprotodon sinhaleyis from Tunhiriyvapitiyé wvila,
Gonapitiya, Kurnvita, from a gem pit 15 feet deep. A two centimetre scale
attached X 4 times natural size {In DBritish Museum}.

Fics. 4 & 5—A lower canine of H, exaprotodon sinkaleyus Deraniyagala from Adande
vala, Kuruvita. A two centimetre scale attached, X 2/5times natural size
{fn British Museum}.

Fic. 6—The upper third of a lower canine of the lion Pantheva leo sinkaleyus Deraniya-
gala, from Gonapitiya, Kuruvita (Ratnapura Museum F. 434). A five milli-
metre scale attached X 12 times natural size.
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PILIMA TALAUVA AND
GENERAL MACDOWALL, 1800

By
P. E. PiBRIS

THE accompanying Plate V is from an ink drawing, 8 inches by 6% inches,
purchased from Miss Grace Vandort, who found it among the papers of
her late father, J. L. K. Vandort (a gifted artist) who had made some
pencil sketches of '* Kandyan ” architectural details on its back. The
drawing contains the artist’s notes for future working up, and it can
hardly be doubted that on it is based Tennent’s illustration with the title
“ Interview between General Macdowall and the Adigar.” Vol ii. p. 8o.
Tennent has omitted the talpat carrier on the left, the hat on the right
corner, the two palanquins, and the engraver has changed the expression
on the Adigar’s face into a simper, improperly claborated the second
Chief’s dress, lengthencd the General’s sword, and flattened the tops of
the Chieft headdress, in ignorance of the significance of the shape.

T

g R T e <D

Plate V.



232 ]OIURNAL, R.A.S. (CEYLON) (Vor. XXXVII

Who was the auathor of the sketch? Miss Vandort believes it was
her grandfather Johannes Vandort, who was employed in the Public
Works ; but on the available evidence this cannot be supported. Tennent
introduces his illustration with these words: “Thereisalso an interesting
account of it (i.e, Macdowall’s embassy ) in the Mss. of M. Jonville,
who accompanied the expedition in the capacity of Naturalist and
Draughtsman ; and in it he has introduced the following characteristic
sketch of the Ambassador and the Adigar.,” The word “ characteristic 7’
is ambiguous ; if it refery to the artist, the present writer after years of
Tesearch cannot remember any other similar drawing by Jonville. If the
word refers to the subject matter of the drawing, it is correctly employed,
Jonville drew or painted scenery, e.g. “ Temple of Buddha at Arandera "
printed by Cordiner. Macpherson’s Diary for 22nd March 1800 has the
entry " The view at the ford js very beautiful and drawings of it were
made by Messrs. Jonville and Moreau.” Cordiner. p.297. He also did
some amateurish Map-making, but portraiture, which was not essential
for a Naturalist and Draughtsman, does not appear to have been among

his accomplishments,
L

North who had selected him for Ceylon wrote of him ina “ private’’
letter to Dundas dated Colombo, 28th October 17¢8, as follows.........
“‘a very learned and active Naturalist, who is Jonville.......... Jonville after
having added many nondescript Butterflies, Plants and Animals to
Natural History at Bombay, has been employed here ever since my
arrivalin examining a Mine of Quicksilver which Major Robertson thinks
he has discovered in this Neighbourhood.  Much quicksilver in a pure
state has undoubtedly been found, but ne ‘Cinnabar, and the chymie (?)
analysis which Jonville has made of some of the circumjacent Earths
has not proved entirely favourable.’”

Again on 27th February 1797 he wrote ‘‘private”.

“‘Jonville is comfortably placed and of immense use as Superinten-
. dent of the Botanical Garden, the Cinnamon Gardens and the
Government Plantations.”

Jonville thought, wrote and conversed in French; even when interpret-
ing for Macdowall, he employed French and not English, His account of
previous interviews with the Adikar was written in French. The sketch
was obviously made by one who thought in English and instinctively
committed his thoughts to writing in that language and whose hand-
writing was not after the French but English style. The scene depicted
took place in the strong sunlight, when protection from the heat was
welcome. The Adikar and General met in the sunlight for the first time
on 22 March 1800. On that occasion Percival recorded (p- 384) “I had
the opportunity of conversing with some of the principal Candians.........
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Tﬁey were not a little surprised on Captain Vilant of the 1g9th Regiment
sketching off a likeness in a few minutes of one of their chiefs, and present-
ing it to him.”

The present sketch was by one familiar with representing the human
fignre by a few rapid strokes, though not a trained artist; it is not
unreasonable to conclude that it was done by Captain Vilant at Sitavaka
in the forencon of 22nd March 1800.

Addendum.........

Nine months after writing the above Note, I received from Mr.
Martin Russell, of Mottisfont Abbey, Romsey, Hampshire, the original
Mss. of Jonville’s account of the Embassy; it is in French, on paper
without a watermark, and accompanied by a series of ink drawings
on paper with the watermark 1810, cut into sections of various sizes.
Jonville left Ceylon in 1805. One of these drawings is printed in
Tennent, I. p. 471 as of a Sinhalese tom-tom beater. Another is
beyond doubt the original of his illustration, General Macdowall and
Pilame Talawe, and is added to this Note for convenience of reference.
This (J) and what is ascribed to Vilant (V) should be compared. J is

Plate J.
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on a larger scale than V, and was first outlined in pencil, and finished
with ink. In J the sunshade and umbrella have details not found in
V', the sunshade handle is carried behind the Adikar’s body, but
is clear of it in V'; the left arm of the carrier is partly concealed
but 1s fully shown in ¥ ; the handle projects below the right hand
but not in V; The Chiefs” headdresses are flat topped, but arched in V:
The talpat rests on the ground, but not in V: the Adikar’s ruff is
carefully detailed in J but has no bottom edgingin V. All the variations
in J appear in Tennent. The penmanship of J is laboured and
coarse, and of a class very different from the light touch which
characterises V,

The whole series is obviously by one hand. Some of them bear
Jonville’s descriptive notes in French. The conclusion seems
.inevitable that J which Tennent followed, was copied by Jonville
from V, and annexed to his Mss,

The translation of the French Mss, with the illustrations, will be
published in the next Part of the Journal.
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THE SEAL OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENTS, 1810

By
P. E, PiERIS

‘ON the 2nd of May 1810 at the Court at the Queen’s Palace, the King in
Council approved the Draft of a Seal for use in the Settlements in Ceylon,
as follows :

Obverse—a view of the Town and Harbour of Trincomalie and a
ship entering with this legend underneath

Usque Auroram et Gamgem
and this inscription round the circumference

1

Sigillum Regionis nostrae in Taprobane

Reverse—His Majesty’s Arms, Crown, Garter, Supporters and motto,
with this inscription round the circumference

* Georgius Tertius Dei Gratia Britanniarum
Rex, Fidei Defensor.

This seal when prepared was entrusted to Sir Alexander Johnstone,
the Chief Justice, to be taken to Ceylon, and on 2gth March 1812 the
Governor, General Brownrigg, reported that he had received it and
handed it over to the custody of the Chief Secretary.

The above is from the Footnote in Pieris : Tri Sinhala, the last Phase
p- 115, first ed.

Impressions from this Seal are not known to the present writer, and it
is desirable that one should be obtained for the National Museum ; but
in the title page of a small book published in London in 1837 under the
Name “ History of the British Possessions in the Indian and Atlantic
Oceans ” by R. Montgomery Martin F. S. S. appears the following :
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It will be noted that the Town is not included in the view, and that the
authorised legend is absent, as well as the adjective nostrae, intended to

emphasize the applicability of the Seal to the Settlements only in the
Island, . ;

Samuel Daniell (for whom see Note 3, p. 116. Pieris: Letters to Ceylon,
Cambridge 1938) had made a drawing of Trincomalie and this was publish-
ed in London on st March 1807 as No. T in a series of engravings ; there
can be little question that the view on the seal was based on this.

The photograph is by Mr. Moses, of the Museum.
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July, Oct. and Dec., 1946, V. 38, No. 1, 1947. Ceylon Jn. of Science—Section B
Zoology V. 23 Pt. 2, 1946. Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections—V. 104, Nos. 15—
22, 1946. V. 106, Nos.2—7, 1T—13 15——21 1946, V. o7, No. 3, 1047. Smith-
sonian Institute—Annual Report, 1945. 63rd Annual Report. Hand Book of South
American Indians. First Hundred Years of the Smithsonian Institution. The
American Jn. Philology—V. LXVI Nos. 2——4, 1946, V. LXVII No. 1, 1947. Prince
of Wales Museum of Western India—Rep. 1944—45, 1945—46. Jn. Royal Asiatic
Soc. of Great Britain and Ireland—Pts. 1 and 2 1946. Jn. American Orfental Soc.——
V. 66 Nos. 1 and 5, 1946. V. 67, No. 1, 1947. University of Cevlon Review—V. 5, No.
I, I947. Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology—V. 13, 1938, V. 14, 1939. The
Indian Historical Quarterly—V. 22 Nos. 1-—4, i946. Proc. of the Academy of
Natural Sciences—V. XCVII, 1945, V. XCVIII, 1946. Jn. Bihar Research Soc.—
March 1946, Jan. 1947. Ancient India : Bullctin of the Arch. Survey of India—No,
2, July, 1946. Jn. Royal Geographical Soc. of Australasia—V, XXXI1X 1939 V. XL
1939, V. XLI, 1940, V. XLII, 1941, V. XLIII, 1942, V. XLIV, 1943. V. XLV,
Ig944. V. XLVI. 1945. Spolia Zeylanica—V. 24 Pt 3, 1946. V. 24, 1G44—46.
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies—V. T I, Pt. 4. 1946. Bulletin
of the Tnstitute of Hist. Rescarch—V, zo, Na. 60, 1044. V. 20, No. 61, 1945. 25th
Annnal Report 1945—46. Quarterly Jn. Mythic Society—V. 36, Nos. 2—y, 1946.
Simhala Thupavamsaya by Dr. D. E. Hettiaratchi. Land Law and Custom  in the
Colonies, Memoirs of the Arch. Survey of Ceylon—V, 3, 1947, Annual Bulletin
Nagpur University Hist. Soc.—No. 1, Oct., 1946, Report of the Superintendent
Arch. Survey, Burma—i1040—41. Selections from the Dutch Records of the Ceylon
‘Government—No. 5, 1946. Jn. of the Anthropological Soc, of Bombay—V. 2,
No. 1, 1947.

BOOK NOTES

THE Stupa in Ceylon, by S, Paranavitana (Memoirs of the Archaeclogical Survey of
Ceylon, Vol. v. 1947) 105 pp. 22 Plates. This scholarly work is highly commended to
all interested in Cevlon culture.

'SimbALa TEUPAVAMSAYA, BEdited by D.E.HETTIARATCHI, B.A. {Lond.}, a1.A,, Ph.D).
(Cal)., (Lecturer in Sinhalese in the University of Ceylon, Cr. 8vo., pp. vi, xv, 175,
55, Printers and Stationers Ltd., Maradana, 1947, Rs 2/50). :

The Thupavamsaya, a popular Bana Book read at religious festivals, is described by
the author, Vidyacakravarti Par@krama, as a description of the Ruvanvali Dagiba,
but about four fifths is devoted to other Thitpasin India and Ceylon, an account of
thelife of the Buddha, and the achievements of Dutugamunu. The Colombo Museum
Library possesses nine BS copies of it (four said to be incomplete) a number only
exceeded by its copies of the Pijivaliya. Probably to meet the urgent demand from
educational institutions the second half of the book is being issued before the first,

D, Hettiaratchi has collated the text with four manuscripts and three printed
editions,all variant readings being given in numbered foot-notes. On a rough calcu-
lation to every 18 lines of text there are 17 lines of foot-notes containing 17 variant
readings.

The books consulted include, besides the four manuscripts and three printed texts,
twelve others such as the Butsarana and the Mahivamsa. The different versions of
the events as found in other books are shown in the foot-notes and in a valuable
glossary of 55 pages which would have been of even greater value if references had
been fuller. Forexample, on p. 28, one wonders whose edition of the Amavatura is
meant. In the same page, it is difficult to decide under what name the reader shounld
look for details of Narivahana in Malalaseleara's Dictionary of Proper Names. There
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areillustrations of the model Digaba on the pavement of Ruvanwvilisiva and of
the restored Maha Thiipa showing the six different scctions of 2 Dagaba.

In thc introduction, written well in good modern Sinhala——the editor supports
Geiger's view that the Thiipavamsaya was written in the reign of ParAkramabdha
IT in the sixth decade of the 13th century A.c., soon after the Pali Thiipavamsa was
composed, thus rejecting (as the late Prof. Wicl{remasinghe did) the opinion of the
late Ven. Vilivitiyve Dhammaratana Thero who thought that it was written a century
earlicrin the reign of Parakramabihu I, and of Westergaard who described it as a
boolk of the 11th Century.

The editor should be commended for allowing the author’s language tostand even
where the grammar or the construction is faulty. He rightly rejects the curiouns
spulling Ruvenmdli and adheres to Ruvanwedli. To the jov of the reader there is no

* Ervata ef Corrigenda, ' misprints being few. Tt is hoped that the first part
will be published without delay.

P. D. R.

Bulletin of the Sch. of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
Vol. xi, Part 4, contains contributions by P. B. F. Wijeratne : Phonology of the
Sinhalese Inscriptions up to the end of the Tenth Century. C. E. Godakumbura :
The Dravidian Element in Sinhalese.

Jt. Royal Asiatic Socicty of Great Britain 1946, Parts 1 and 2, confains €. E. Goda-
kumbura : The Ramayana ; it is the version of the Sita story recited during the per-
formance of the Kohomba Yaklkama. pp. 149—22.

Spelia Zeylanica, ed. by P. P. Deranivagala, Director of Muscums, Ceylon
Vol. 24, Part 3. The Editor LU'J1t‘.llhllti s articles on Some Mammals of the Extinct
Ratnapura Fauna, and on Marginal Scutes in races of the Brown red Loggerhead
Caretta caretta Limpme. A. W. C. T. Herre, Stanford University, writes on Fishes
collected in Ceylon in April 1934; 5. Dillon Ripley. Smithsonian Institution, has
Comments on Ceylon Birds, 44 pages; and 1. 5. Ramaswami, University of Mysore
on A Comparative account of the Skull of Gambusia ete.. d.ﬂ[l the Caundal Kink of
Reptilian Embryos. The numerous illustrations include a good reproduction in,
colour of a painting from life of Caretta caretta gigas, by the Editor.

The Maha Bodhi, Vol. 55, Parts 1—4 ; contains, amidst much of interest to Bud-
dhists, Mr. C. W, W. Kannangara's Presidential Address at the Asmuc Art and Cul-
tural Conference held at Cd,lcutta, University in  Jan. 1947, on * Cultural Achieve-
ments of the Sinhalese.

Annual Bulletin of the Nagpur University Hist. Soc. 1046, No, 1. This new publi-
cation 15 to be welcomed. Cey-lcm readers should study Dr. K. 8. Lal's article,
“ The Myth of Rani Padmini ™ (regarding whom another myth has been staried
in this Island). It concludesthus ** The true facts are that Sultan Alauddin invaded
Chittor in the year 1303 4.12. and after a hard fight of about six months captured it.
The brave Rajput warriors died fighting the invaders; the brave Rajput women
perished in the flames of Jaunhar. Among those who perished was perhaps a queen
of Ratan Singh whiose name was Padmini, Except these bare facts all else is a literary
concoction and lacks historical support.”” In this conneclion see note on Padmavati
in our own fournal, xxvi, No. jo.



ND. 104—1047) PROCEEDINGS 230

PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council
Held at 5 p.m. on trday, 7th June, 1946 at the Museum Lecture Hall,

Present—Nr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala, Vice President, in the Chair. Dr. P. E. Dieris.
Dr. Andreas Nell, Mr. E. W. Kannangara, Mudalivar P. D, Ratonatunga, Dr. G,
P, Malalasekara, Mr. A. H, M. Ismail and Mr. B H. Basnavake.

Letters of excuse for absence were received from Dr. 3. Paranavitana, Major S.
A. Pakeman and Mr. E. A. P, Wijeyeratne.

After the Minutes of the last Mee Ling were confirmed tho names of the following
Members elected by Circular were announced -

Mrs. Hilda Obeyesckere Pieris, Nugedola, Pasyala ; Mr. H. I.. Caldera, Colombo
Muscum, Colombo : Mr, C. H. A, Peirts, 24, Barnes Place, Colombo : Mr. Charles de
Silva, Lecturer, Mahinda College, Galle; Mr. C. P. M. Abecysekara, Chief Audit
Examiner, Auditor General’s Dept. ; and Mr. M. S, Hashim, Landed Proprietor
and Merchant, Ketawalamulla Lane, Dematagoda.,

‘The offer made by Mrs. P. E. Pieris of Rs, 3000/~ for a Society’s Medal which had
been gratefully accepted after circulating papers was nexti discussed. Tt was
decided to appoint a Sub-Committee consisting of Drs. A. Nelland G. P, Malalasckara,
and Mr. A. H. M. Ismail with Dr. G, . Malalasekara as convener to draft regulations
governing the award of the Medal. Another Sub-Committes conusisting of Mr. P.
E. P. Deraniyagald, Dr. P. E. Pieris and Rt. Rev. Dr. Edmund Peiris was appointed
to make a report as to the design of the Medal. Dr. P E. Pieris was appointed the
convener of this Sub-Committec. It was decided that the sum of Rs. 3000/- should
be deposited in the Ceylon Savings Bank under separate acconnt.

The following ttems of expenditure were passed —

Table ...

e - Rs 133350
3 Trellis Noors ;

s G070

The Council was informed that subject to its approval this expenditure had beon
ineurred. The Council also approved the expenditure of the sum of Rs. 540/- for
fixing shelves round the room at the northern end.

The question of the Index of the first 1oo parts of the Society's Journal was taken
up. It had been prepared by Mr. Lyn de Fonseka of the Colombo Museum and was
offercd to the Society in commemoration of its Centenary. The Council decided to
allow Mr. Fonseka Rs. so00/- as an Honorarium and to thank him for the valuable
work. The Hony. Secretary was authorised to get the Index printed.

The format of the Journal was next discussed and the following Sub-Committee
was appeinted to report on it -—

Mr. P. E. P. Deranivagala, Dr. 8. Paranavitans and Dr. A, Nell.

Minutes of a General Meeting

Held on 27th November 1046, at the Museum Lecture Room, His Excellency Sir
J. C. Howard, Officer Administering the Government occupied the Chair.

Present—Mr. C. H. Collins, ¢.M.¢.. President , Mr. P. E. I Deraniyagala and Dr, S,
Paranavitana, Vice Prosidents, and a large gathering of Members and Visitors,

After the Minutes of the General Meeting held on 7th june, 1946, had been read
and eonfirmed, Dr. 5. Paranavitana delivered his leeture on the recent excavations
of the Archaeological Department at Mad tirigiriya, which was illustrated.
were offered by Messes. M. 13. Raghavan, [, H. Basnayake, P. E, I
the President and the Hony. Secretary.

His Excellency thanked the Fecttirétoon behalt odake Society.
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An account of the work at Madhirigiriya, appears in the J_Jlepartment’s Report
for 1040—1945.

Discussion

My, M. D. Raghavan :—We have listened to a very intercsting exposition of the
excavations carried on by the Archaeological Commissionerin two of the very interes-
ting sites in Ceylon. Abounding as Ceylon is in antiquities, it is remarkable that
the Tsland in general has greatly benefited by the expesition of the carly culture
of the Island by the Archaeclogical Dept.

When we compare these excavations and these antiquities with those carried ount °
in certain parts of India, we find a marked difference in that these excavations are
most noteworthy for the large number of miniatnre bronzes that have been discovered
at these sites. In fact, the bronze art of Ceylon has had a very early development
anlike that of South India. Though in South India the bronze art has been VETY
highly developed from about the rzth century, carlier bronzes are almost non-exis-
tent, In a study of the cvolution of the art of bronze casting, these figures will go a
great way and be of great help to Archaeologists and to art in general. These
small bronze votive offerings, though very much rubbed and worn out, are very
scarce and are of great intercst indeed. Another note worthy feature in these anti-
quities is the great diversity of the objects found. You have some pieces of pottery
which are not of the ordinary type but appear to be Chinese in naturs. Then you
have a good series of beads ; beads are a great favourite with all early civilization,
and all over the Asiatic and African continents wherever any archacological site
is dug, you are bound Lo come across a very large and diverse scries of beads. These
beads from different regions show also a very great similarity in design and in
material, though some of those that I have seen from the Anuradhapura site are
distinct to Ceylon, Terhaps the animal figurines have yvet another interest of thair
own. Though in South Indian pre-historic sites you have a vast lot of terra-cotta
figurines, we have almost none in metal. The little figure of an elephant that forms
one of these specimens is full of character and so is the group of lions that Dr. Para-
navitane showed us.

Speaking about the fish, the fish has always been a symbol with all ancient cultures,
and particularly as a fertility rite, and as a symbol of fecundity the fish has been
very largely in use. It is especially a symbol in marriages. In fact, arric:ng the
highest type of castes in South India, the Nambadiri Brahmins, you have 2 very
quaint custom of the bride and bridegroom playing at catching fish, A bowl of
tresh-water fish is placed before them and they indulge in catching fish, The fish
figure stuck up on a small metallic rod is one of the most valuable of the antiquities
that have been today shown to us.

I need not claborate further on these objects, cxcept for another feature of
comparison with the South-Indian Buddhist sites. Asis widely known, the Andhra
Districts of South India have been very largely a Buddhist drea in former days.
But there the antiquities are largely of marble. Numerous are the scenes from the
life of Buddha, scenes depicting different aspects of the life of Buddha, very artisti-
cally sculptured in the marbles of Amaravati. The marble is almost non-existent
in Ceylon. That accounts for absolutcly nothing almost of indigenous work in
marble that you find in any of these Buddhist antiquities.

To my mind, the most intriguing thing of the lot is the Kurma of gold which figures
in these antiquities. I really do not know the significance of Kurma in Buddhist
culture, so I am unable to make any special remarks on it. Perhaps, Dr. Parana-
vitane will enlighten us on that aspect.

Speaking about the chank. The chank is a very sacred object among primitive
cultures. The chank is very much found in many of the archaeological sites, and
from the way this chank has been cut, I am very much disposed to agree with Dr.
Paranavitane that it may possibly have been used as a vessel for making offerings to.
the Deity.

Mudalivar Wickvamaratne :—When Fr. Heras came from Bombay, some years
-ago | took him to Trincomalee and there he found a symbol of fishes 4t the entrance
to Fort Frederick. He said that he had heard that the emblem of the two fishes
existed during the occupation of Trincomalee by the Pandyan Kings.

Mr. Collins :—We have listened to a very interesting lecture on Dr. Paranavitane's
findings. I would ask {wo questions. One is with regard to the small objects.
I may be mistaken, but I think in no other place has such a large number of small
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objects been found in ruins. Iwould alsolike to ask him with regard to the bronzes
whether he thinks they are of Ceylon manufacture or whether they come from India.
These are fairly early bronzes and it is possible that they may have their origin in:
this country. :

The other point is that he stated that in the foundations of the Dagaba certain:
bricks were discovered with inscriptions on them. Some of them were about the znd.
Century before Christ. Such inscriptions have been found in the caves in Sabara-
gamuwa. [ wonder whether inscriptions on bricks have been found in other places

in Ceylon. If riot it might be said that the building now excawvated is the oldest in
Ceylon.

H. E. then ealled upon Dr. Paul Fieris.

Dx. Pieris...A heavily gold-platad Vajira was brought to me about eight years ago
and it differs in several points from what was shown today. As for the articles from
the stone receptacle, a similar receptacle in copper, of a very small size, was found
by me at Pelenda about 1gos with the contents intact, and was sent on to the
Colonfbo Museum. " Those small carved squares of marble are brought by curio

- dealers from time to time, and are of Indian origin. There is I believe af South
Kensington a chank used in the King's abhiseka. The beads are very fascinating ;
it is not possible yet to say which were made in Ceylon, but glass beads were so
made from early times; and they were also cut from amethysts and inferior precious
stones. Some of those found by me at Kantarodai were identified in England _as
probably Egyptian. The collection at the Colombo Museum isstill insufficient for
a full study by an expert, but there are other important collections in private hands.

I remember, 30 years ago, speaking on the same subject, T was pressing the im-
portance of bringing it home to cvery man and woman in the village that every person
who found a picce of interést was a potential contributor to the archacological
knowledge of this country. I hope that the Govt. Printer will make Dr. Parana-
vitane's publication available to the general public very soon.

Just a personal touch. As Dr. Nell is not here to contradict me, I can speak as
probably the oldest member of this Society, and throwing my mind back 50 years,
I cannot recall the Chief Justice of this countty occupying that Chair. It is a great
pleasure to see that the Chief Justice of this country today is here to occupy that Chair.

We would like the judiciary to remember how much this country owes to their legal
ancestors. :

It is a tragedy that while we are. told every year that ‘ we have eaten more
this year’ or ‘ we have drunk more this year’, we are not told that we have contri-
buted to the stock of human knowledpge.

My. Basnayake :—Some years ago 1 remember at the Kataragama Temple,
the holy water was offered from a chank. Why this chank was put in a separate
compartment I cannot say. 1 hope Dr. Paranavitane will tell us.

My. Devaniyagala :(—Those lions that Dr. Paranavitane showed—the further away
you get from modern times the closer we get to nature. Looking at them they are
more realistic than those of the 1oth century, when the Sinhalese lions came into
being. The ordinary Sinhalese villagers speak of two types of lions; the dog-like
lion and the rarer maneless lion. Those on the marble slabs werc all of the maneless
variety.

Dr. Paranavitane :—The Trincomalee inscription dates from about the 14th
century and has no connection with the chank exhibited here.

With regard to the question whether the fish symbols are of Ceylon manufacture
or Indian, there are as Mr. Raghavan has pointed out very few objects of this type
found in India and there is no reason to assume that they are of Indian origin. The
Polonnaruwa bronzes are of Seuth Indian origin ; but the bronze or copper figures
found at Madirigiriya may be taken to be of local manufacture.

The letters on the bricks cannot be referred to as inscriptions. There is only one
letter on each brick to serve as a mason’s mark. Such bricks containing mason’s
marks have also been found at numerous other ancient sites and are therefore not
unique at Madirigiriya.

About the Vajra, there may be a difference in form between the specimens from
Nepal and that from Madirigiriya. The Nepalese Vajra is more e¢laborate and often
forms a separate object in itself. But the basic idea which the Vgfra symbolises is
the same everywhere.
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His Exceliency :—1 feel you will all want to join with me in passing a vote of thanks
o Dr. Paranavitane for his interesting lecture. I do not know if you will agree with'
-me that that vote of thanks should be coupled with a vote of censure on Dr. Pieris for
-mentioning what is very irrelevant matter. Asfaras I am concerned, I am not com-
petent to offer any material or valuable comments on the lecture to which we have
listened. That, no doubt, is due to the fact that I am lacking in the culture spoken
‘of by Dr. Paul Pieris, I agree with him that we should do all we can in our power to
“encourage culture in Ceylon. I do not think there can be two opinions about that.
‘I think the other day, in opening an exhibition of pictures, I said that the measure
of a country’s greatness could be judged by the standard in art.

I think also that Dr. Paranavitane and his Dept, are to be congratulated most
heartily on the progress they have made with these excavations, considering all the
difficulties which they have experienced since the outbreak of War, [ have no doubt
that everybody will not be haunted by the fear of wild beasts and the difficulties of
approaching the scene and will make a firm resolution to go there at the earliest
‘possible oppertunity. I am not really in a position to give an opinion but surely
-the relics he discovered here must be in a greater state of preservation than those
Adound in any other part of Ceylon. .Although I have been in the country 11 years,
i feel I have notpaid as many visits to the buried cities as I should have done. -
There again, that is probably due to enjoying the material things of life and listening
to State Conncillors and others who have been devoting their time to improving
amy mind.

On behalf of you all I thank Dr. Paranavitane for his most interesting lecture. .

-Minutes of a Council Meeting

. Held at 5-30 pm. on Wednesday, zoth April, 1947, at * Four Furlongs ",
‘Bullers .Road. =

" Present—Mr. C. H. Collins, President, in the Chair. Mr. P, E. P. Deraniyagala,
WVice-President; Rt. Rev. Dr. Edmund Peiris, 0.:m.1. ; Dr. A Nell, Messrs. R. L. Bro-
‘hier and A. H, M. Ismail and the two Honorary Secretaries. :

Letters of excuse from Dr. S. Paranavitane, Mr. . H. Q. Paulusz and the Honorary
Freasurer were tabled. ;

! ‘The Minutes of the Council Meeting of 7th June, 1046, which had been previonsly
eirculated, were confirmed.

The names of the following, elected by circular since the last Council Meeting was
iabled (— . :

I. Dr. E. W. P. Jayasuriva,
Pro. by ; Dr. A. Nell
Sec. by : Mr, E. W. Kannangara

3. Mr. M. D. Raghavan, 4
Pro. by : Mr. C. M. A. de Silva
Sec. by : Muh. A. E. Jayasinha

5. Mr, G. 5. P. Dahanayake, 6.
Pro. by : Mr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala
Sec, by : Muh, A, E. Jayasinha

7. Mr. A. V. Samaranayake, 8.
Pro.by: Mr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala
Sec. by : Mr. E. W. Kannangara

9. Mr. D, L. Algama, 10,
Pro. by: Mr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala
Sec. by : Mr. E. W. Kannangara ;

11, Mr. R, D. Albert Perera 12,
Pro. by : Mr, E. W. Kannangara,
Sec. by : Muh. A E. Jayasinha

13. Mr. T. ¥imalananda, I4.

2. Mr. Ananda Salgado,
Pro. by : Mudlr. P. D. Ratnatunga
Sec. by : Muh. D. P. E. Hettiaratchi
. Mr. U. D. P. Dharmaratne,
Pro. by : Muh. A, E. Jayasinha
Sec. by : Mr. C. M. A. de Silva
Mr. I». C. G. Abeywickrama,
Pro. by: M1. P. E. P. Deraniyagala
Sec. by : Mr. E. W. Kannangara
Mr. B. O. Samaranayake,
Pro. by : Mz. P, E, P. Deraniyagala
Ses. by : Mr. E. W. Kannangara
Mr. Walter Molegode - ' -
o Fro.by: Dr. G. P. Malalasekar
Sec. by : Mrs. Vielet Kannangara
Mr. T. Muttucumaru,’
Pro. by : Mr. KW.D. A. Wijesinghe
See. by : Mudlr. K, Pabanathan
Mr. 5. D. De Lanerolle,

15.

Pro. by : Mr. C. M, A, de Silva
Sec.. by : Muh. A. E. Jayasinha

Mr. R. Abeysckara, 16

Pro. by : Mr. A. M. Caldera,
Se¢. by : Mr. E. W, Kannangara

Pro. by : Mr. A M. Caldera
Sec. by : Muh. A, E. Javasinha
Pandit M. Sri Rammandala
Fro.by : Mr. C. M. A, de Silva,
Sec. by : Muh. A. E. Jayasinha
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17. Mr. C. H. L. Sirimanne,’ 18. Mr. K. D. Lewis, :
Pro. by : Mr. A. M. Caldera Pro. by : Mr. M. F. S. Goonatilake
Sec. by : Mr. H. L. Caldera Sec. by : Muh: D. P. E. Hettiaratchi
19. Mr. E. Wijesooriya, zo. AMr. A. 5t. V. Wijemanne,
Pro. by : Hon. Pr. C. W. W. Kan- Pro. by : Hon. Dr. C. W, W. Kan-
nangara Hangara.
Sec. by : Mr. E, W. Kannangara Sec.by: Mr. E. W. Kannangara
21. Mr, A. H. P. de Zoysa, 2z. Mr. John T, K. Vellu,
Pro. by : Mudlr. A. D, 5. Kanaka- Pro. by : Mr. 5. Natesan
ratne : See. by : Mr. 5. V. O. Somanader

Sec. by : Rev. Dr. P. Vajiranana

23. Mr. M. Somasiri Perera,
Pro. by : Muh. A, E. Jayasinha
Sec. by : Mr. C. M. A, de Silva-

The Draft Annual Report was adopted.
The Annual Statement of Accounts was adopted.
With reference to the latter, it was decided (—

‘That the Rs. 3000/ presented for endowing a Society's Medal, with acerued
interest, should be deposited in the Savings Bank under a separate head.

< 2. That out of the amount to the credit of the Folk Songs of the Sinhalese Fund
Rs. 1500/- should be transferred to the Chinese Records Translations Fund,
in settlement of the advance obtained therefrom, with interest; and the
balance being profits, credited te the General Account ef the Society ;
and the Folk Songs of the Sinhalese Fund closed.

3. Asto the Chalmers Fund from which advances had been made to pay for the
printing of the Sinhalese version of the Extended Maha Vansa ; Dr. Nell
was requested to arrange with the Maha Bodhi Society to take over the
sheets already printed on payment of the sum so far spent by the Society,
and publish the book at their own expense if Dr. Malalasekara consented.
The amount recovered is to be credited to the Chalmers Fund.

4. That Government should be approached to obtain an increased grant of
Rs. 2500/-.
Office Bearers
Messrs. E. W. Kannangara, P. E. Pieris and H. H. Basnayake were nominated for
Te-election as Hony. Treasurer, Hony. Secretary and Co- ~Hony. Secretary Tespectively.

Ordinary Members

Messrs. . C. Mendis and R. L. Brohier ceasing to be members by seniority, and
Messrs. E. W. Pereraand 5. J. C. Kadirgamer by least attendance, the following were
nominated to fill the consequent vacancies......Messrs. R. L. Brohier, 8. J. C. Kadir-
gamer, J. . de Lanerclle and Muhdndlmm D. P. E. Hettiaratchi.

The Journal -

Part ra3 was tabled. Part 104. The maferial for this was discussed. Father
Gnanapragasam’s paper on the Common Origin of Dravidian and European langua-
ges was referred to Prof. Svami Vipulananda for his observations. A paper onthe
Rata Sabhava prepared by Kapurnhami Rate Mahatmaya was accepted for prin-
ting. Also Notes by the Hony. Secretary on the meeting of Pilima Talauva and
Macdowall, 1800 ; and the Seal of Ceylon, 1810. In view of a suggestion made by
Dr. A. Nell, he was invited to submit a note on Dr. A. Coomaraswamy's work, for
consideration.

The Society’s Medal—This matter was informally discussed and it was decided
that designs and arrangements for its award should be considered at a later meeting.

Further decided to arrange for an exchange with the Indian Archaeological
Magazine.

Bishop Edmund Peiris” offer of a paper on the British Museum Mss Maga Salakunu
was accepted for reading at the Annual General Meeting, thedate of which will be
fixed in consultation with His Excellency the Governor.

Rs, 50/-was voted to the Hony. Secretary to mect out of pocket expenses.
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Mr. M, I, W. Thabrew was confirmed as clerk of the Society, subject to
arrangements regarding his salary being further discussed.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Held on Friday 2oth June, at the Museum Lecture Hall.

Present—His Excellency 5ir H. Monck-Mason Boore, G.c.M.G., in the chair:
Sir €. II. Collins, President, the three Vice-Presidents and about 75 Members and
Visitors. :

After the Minutes of the General Meeting of 27th November, 1946, were read and
confirmed, Dr. Andreas Nell briefly expressed the pleasure felt by the Members of the
Society at the distinctions recently conferred on two Members of the Council, namely
a Knighthood on the President, and the o.B.E. on Mr. R. L. Brohier.

Mr, H. H. Basnayake read the Annual Report, which on the motion of Dr. Ivor
Jenmings, was adopted.

Mr. E, W. Kannangara presented the statement of Accounts, and emphasised the
urgent necessity for improving the Society’s finances in view of the liability which it
has undertalken to provide accommodation for itself. On Mr. R. L. Brohier's motion
the Accounts were adopted.

Mz. 5. A. Pakeman moved that Messrs. E.W. Kannangara, P. E. Pieris and H-
H. Basnayake be re-elected as Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary and Co-
Honorary Secretary respectively. Carried.

Mr. P. E. P. Deraniyagala moved that Messrs. S, J. C. Kadirgamar, R. L. Brohier,
J. D. de Lanerolle and Muhandiram D. P. E. Hettiaratchi be elected to fill the
vacancies among the Ordinary Members of the Council, created under the rules
regarding retirement by seniority and least attendance. Carried.

The Chairman introduced Dr. Edmund Peiris, Bishop of Chilaw, and called on
him to read his paper on the Mss “‘Maga Salakuna”’, which he proceeded to do (The
paper is printed in the eurrent number of the Journal). ;

. Comments were offered by Mr. C. M. Austin de Silva, the Hony. Secretary, Mr. .
S. A. Fernando and Mr. J. D. de Lanerolle, to which the Lecturer replied. .

His Excellency conveyed to the Lecturer the thanks of the Society for the Paper,
and the President thanked the Chairman for his presence.

A fossil hippopotamus femur and lion’s canine teoth, both from the.Ratuapura.
djstrif_:t, sent by the Director of Museums, were on view.

Discussion

Mr. C. M. Austin de Silva :—With much admiration for the profound erudition
.of His Lordship, I wish to make a few comments on this learned paper, this evening.
His Lordship had to work on an incomplete mannscript ; Five leaves are missing,
and it begins with the pagination ** ku '’ (long). There is no ascription to the * Tunu
Ruvan ”* or Triple Gem, and the first stanza is an invocation to the Hindu deities.
Practically all our poetical works, with a few exceptions, commence with verses
embodying aderations to the ' Tunu Ruvan " followed by a versification in honour
of the Hindu gods. It is therefore evident that the missing leaves contained the
ascription to the * Tunu Ruvan’. This becomes more clarified. when it is considered
that the poet’s theme is a Pilgrim's Progress from Badulla to the Shrine of the Tooth
Relic. Further research may bring to light one day, another copy which will help
to reclify this serious omission. It is also obvious from several lines that the poet
is a devout Buddhist zealously attached to his faith. {Quotes verses).

(Quotes verse) Here he points out to the city of Sirivardhanapura, as the residence
of several illustrious ministers, but has failed to enlogize the king or to mention his
name. That shows definitely that the poem must have been composed after the fall
of theKandyan Kingdom in 1815 Again in the concluding verse, the pect remarks
that the Kingdom of Kandy is magnificent and therein resided kings of the Solar
Race. He has not used the present tense of the verb ** Vasa * {to live), but the past
tense. (Quotes verse) When its poetic diction s surveyed, we fecl that the Janguage is
definitely of the 19th Century. For example, the poet’s description of the pass of
Dodanvatukapalla is couched in language that is modern. (Quotes verse) It is
interesting to note that in 1863, the Hon. Mr. James de Alwis wrote a similar poem
entitled ** Mataragamana or A trip to Matara ', and therein Mr. de Alwis
desctibes a journey from Maradana to Matara. Thelanguage he usesis very much
like that of ** Maga Salakuna ', but the versification of Mr. de Alwis is more melli-
fluous. (Quotes verse} Tt is also noted that both, the poet of ' Maga Salakuna ™,
and Mr. de Alwis have deviated from the traditional conventions of the Sinhalese
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“* Dutakavya ', when the style and model of their poems are considered. In tradi-
tional  dutakavya ”’, a bird is detailed to convey the message. Considering the
richness and elegance of the poctry of *“ Maga Salakuna ** itis really superior to some
of the poetical works written in the 17th and 18th Centuries. The poet has attempted
to imitate, but with less elegance the classical dutakavyas, like the ** Selalihini
Sandesaya '’ Hansa Sandesaya ” ete.; The wverse in “ Maga Salakuna " is far
superior to the ©* Savul Sandesaya ' of Alagivavanna. A notable featurc in Algiyva-
vanna’s poelry is his much laboured verse : the “Maga Salakuna’” has a very easy
flow, and ifs versification is extremely sweet.

The stanza describing the shrill, incessant, chirping of little crickets is remarkable
for its onomatepoeia and rhythmic effect. (Quotes verse).

Dy, P. E. FPieris :—1 am intrigued with the Bishop's deseription of the twisting
of the bulls® tails. Those animals were the motor lorries of the day and there i3 a
similar account of the treatment to which they were subjccted during the British
Expedition of 1815. Few realise the imporfant contribution of the Moorman to
trade, in fact without them there would have been no trade in Sinhale. No doubt
they took those essentials, salt and dried fish ; butit ishard to think that tavalam
bulls carried pots and pans : they would have been smashed to picces in a few minutes
on the jungle tracks. In 1804 Major Johnstone found that jute bags were less
serviceable than the country-made mat bags for transporting rice ; the former re-
tained moisture after a shower and there was much wastage from the seams. I am
also intrigued with those scarlet lips of the ladies on the roads ; obviously they were
as advanced as we are today, and used lip-stick. 1 have always known the steep
pass as Dodanatu (orange branches), but the Bishop's reading—Dodan vatu,
orange gardens—seems much more probable. But I would like him to reconsider
the translation of the word ge-vafu, which iscommon in old Sannas; what is
the distinction between vatu and ge vatu ? gardens and orchards are not sufficiently
distinet : vafu no doubt means gardens, gevaty seems to be gardens where there are
houses. Is he sure that the poem represents Kumarasinha as alive at the time?
If so, there is no difficulty about fixing the date of the poem. T should like further
consideration given to the Sinhasana : the sinhasana is still there, and is connected
with the ceremonial of the Badulla Kataragama Devalaya. I donot think Kumara-
sinha occupied it as a seat. I dohope he will modify the statement, made on the
authority of the Mahavansa, that Kumarasinha was poisoned by Raja Sinha. Ilere
is a letter by Vijayapala, written on roth Otobes 1634...very shortly after Kumara-
sinha’s death, and addressed to the Viceroy of India (Pieris; Prince Vijayapala of
Ceylon, p. 17). There is not a suggestion of any such act of viclence ; and there are
other references in his letters. Vijayapala, incidentally, died in 1654 and not as stated
in the paper. He was a pathetically denationalised figure, and as sad as anything
is the account of his tragi-comic crowning as Emperador at Goa, anaccount of which
is contained in a rare pamphlet preserved at Evora. His sipnature (reproduced in
Prince Vijayapala) with its astonishing flourishes, secms characteristic of the man' s
petty vanity. ;

The description of Senkadagala is imaginary, I fear. After all it was only a glori-
fied village of z500 souls. As for pearls and gems, only royal circles were privileged
to-use thom. Asto Narendra Sinha being known after Kundasala, it should not be
forgotten that Kings were not mentioned by name, but by their place of residence,
e.g., Jayavardhana Kotte, Hanguranketa ; and then they were described as Maha

~Vasala, the Great House. i

Myr. J. §. A, Fernando :—The name of Rikillagaskada is named after Rikill.
The term * Badulla ’ is so called after a Prince who went by the name of Bangula.
There is every reason to believe that the last leaves or verses of this manuscript
are missing, I agree with Mr. Silva that those pages are missing for these reasons.
There is no mention of the name of the king nor of the fricnd to whom this pilgrim’s
progress is addressed. Their virtues are not extolled nor is there any proof as to the
adoration by this pilgrim of the sacred tooth relic. For this reason, I have reason to
believe that the last leaves are missing.

As for the name of the author we do not know who it is, but I do not agree with
Mr. Silva in his statement that this Magasalakuna belongs to the last century.
There is abundant proof in this Magasalakuna as to cerfain cvents bearing upon
certain historic events of the period the writer deals with. I wonld believe that the
word “* gravets ” is derived from the word ** kadawata .

As for the term * senkadagala” which His Lordship said has been misspelt
*sengadagala ” ; this is merely a variation in the spelling. It does not make
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much of a difference. Properly speaking, it should be “* senkadagala , after a king
who was called Senkanda.

My. J. de Lanevolle :—1 feel T should not allow this occasion to pass without ex-
pressing our feelings; how we students are grateful to Dr. Edmund Peiris for
bringing this very important manuscript to light. It is a very important one and
I do not agree thatit should be classified as a Sandesa. Tt is really a gnide to travellers.
which seems to introduce us to a new literary form in Sinhalese. With regard to its
date, which is very important, it seems difficult to say anything at this stage, because
the whole book will have to be examined from a linguistic point of view as well,
In the few verses quoted there are several words that need consideration, as for
instance, the word majligdve used in connection with the temple of the tooth relic.

In early Kandyan literature you do not find the temple of the tooth referred to as
dalada-maligavd. It was abways dajadd-madura or mandivaya or something else.
That shows that the work is of a rather late date.

There seems to be very useful historical information invelved in certain verses-
One of them confirms the fact that Moors have always been in charge of the Transport
Department in Ceylon. They looked after transport everywhere and incidentally
also attended to the marketing of produce. I am inclined to agree with Dr. Paul
Pieris that the verse quoted does notcontain anything indicating * pots and pans **
which these traders brought to Kandyan, Disfricts. There again it is a question
that touches the date of the work, because the word used *“ pavalam "' s a later
word which has a different meaning. It may mean glass beads which the Moorish
traders used to take to Kandyan country for sale. We are indeed very grateful
to His Lordship for bringing this very important manuscript to light and T do hope
that it will appear in print very soon. ‘

Dr. Paul Pieris :—With His Excellency's permission, I would like to draw attention
to Hugh Nevill’s Mss Catalogue of his collection of £avs which I have brought here.
Itis in three large folio volumes, and deals with 911 poems, each with his comments.
Here is a field for a rescarch student, on the lines stated by the Bishop.

His Excellency —Ladies and Gentlemen. We have heard a most interesting
discussion this evening. His Lordship, in his paper, made it clear that he would like
to have a little critical appreciation of what he said. We certainly have certain views
" in evidence asregards the date. I do not know whether he has anything further to

say.

Dy. Edmund Peiris —1 do not think the manuscript is incomplete ; but owing
to a copyist’s error the verses have been misplaced. . Most probably the confusion
occurred in this wise : In a moment of distraction, he arranged the leaves of his
original, placing the last five leaves on the top; then he began copying, labelling
as the firstleaf, with * svast.ka °, what should have been the 1 3thleaf. All the verses
on the obverse and reverse of each leaf are found to be in order ; and all the lettering
from kit °, to * kha * are regular, as well as from * svast.ka ® to* ku °.

Mr. Austin de Silva said that the first verses are missing because there is no ascrip-
tion of worship to the ‘ tunuruvan * in this poem. I am sorry, I cannot agree with
him. There are several Sinhalese classical poerns which have not this ascription: e.g.,
the Kavasilumina, Muvadevadavata and the Sandesa poems.

My authority for the statement. that Rajasinha II poisoned Kumarasimha, is
the Mahavarhsa ; chapter and verse [ have given in the paper. If Dr. Paul E. Pieris
has proofs to the contrary, we should be happy to sec them embodied in a note,

As Mr. Lanerolle pointed out, a correct idea of the poem cannot be formed without
seeing the whole work. T shall place before the public a critical edition of the entire
work, as soon as the printers do their job.

Sir Charles Collins :—Just before we close we would like to'express our gratitude
to His Excellency for coming here today. There is a great deal still to be done on
this poem. I hope to have another meeting before very long. We all express our
thanks to His Excellency the Governor for his presence fonight.

His Excellency -—1 need hardly say it has given me the very greatest pleasure to be
here. You will all agree that we owe a debt of gratitude to His Lordship for the very
scholarly manner in which he has dealt with this manuscript, and I am sure when
this work is published it would be a very fascinating subject for those who are in-
terested to find out what the probable date of the poemis. = As Sir Charles suggested,
the public would go into it. You will all agree that this Society of ours should pro-
duce papers which are really scholastic in value which would do credit not only to the
Socicty but would add to general knowledge on this most fascinating subject.
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1946

AT the Annual General Meeting held on 2nd April 1946, with Mr. P. E. P, Deraniya-
gala, Vice President, in the chair, Mr. C. H. Collins was re-elected President, and
Messrs E. W. Kannangara, P. E. Pieris and H. H. Basnavake were se-clected as
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary and Co-Honorary Secretary respectively.
Since then there have been two General and one Council Meetings, The Membership
on 318t December 1946, stood as follows:

Honorary i S T
Eale S
Ordinary e I8

21 new Members were elected in 1946 ; 4 have resipned. Among those whom we
‘have lest by death, the following should be specially mentioned i —

Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaike, x.c.m.g.; Lt Col. T. G. Jayawardenes; Messrs.
S, O. Sirimana ; P. N. Coeray; E. C. De Fonseka, M.B.E.; M. A, M. Ismail and
Rev. Fr. M. J. Le Goe, o.M

With regard to the Journal :—

No. to1—Contained Dr. S, Paranavitana’s address on Recent finds at Ruovanvali
Dagaba, a subject which i3 now of engrossing and universal interest,
illastrated.

Pieter van Dam’s Ceylon, by Mr. J. H. O. Pgulusz, which is a
contribution towards a true valuation of Raja Sinha.

Two Sinhalese terms of Kinship, Dr. D. E, Hettiaratchi, reviving
the long-neglected philolegical side of the Society’s activities.

Millava Disava, by P. E. Pieris, identifying the portrait of this
eminent Minister of Sri Vikrama Raja Sinha.

Some Seventeenth Century Notables, by P. E. Pieris, which sheds
light on the transition from Portuguese to Dutch, and inter-marriage
with Portuguese. .

No. ro2—-Is devoted to a translation by Miss Mary Mackenzie of the available
matter regarding the expedition of Ove Giedde, 1620—162 1, including
his Diary and the Log of his fleet. This forms a first-class contribution
to the history of the period.

No. 1o3—Forms the Index to the first hundred numbers of the Journal, prepared
by Mr. Lyn de Fonscka of the Colombo Museum.

The Council regrels that there i3 no improvement in the number of Papers
ccontributed and urges Members (many of whom, in spite of exacting duties, have
unuzuai opportunitics of observing and recording items of value) to assist.

Mrs. P. E. Pieris has presenfed to the Society Rs. 3o00/- in memory of Sir 5. C.
Obeyesckere, to provide a Royal Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch, Medal, to be award-
2l on certain terms. at the Council’s discretion.

Finance—The financial situation is causing anxiety. The increased cost of
paper and printing is an unavoidable item. The necd for supplying our own
furniture and fittings, resulting from our separation from the Museum, has
involved much expense and further shelves are needed if a large part of the Library
is to be saved from destruction by white ants and rats. A Librarian is required to
arrange and catalogue the books, which cannot be done till shelves are available.
Outside sales of the Journal are encouraging and subscriptions are not in arrear to
-any considerable extent. It is to be hoped that the Government will see its way 1o
increase the annual allowance of Rs. 500/- to the former figure of Rs. 1,500/-. The
‘Council has decided to transfer Rs. 1,500/- from the amount to the credit of the Folk
Songs of the Sinhalese, to the Chinese Records Translation Fund, replacing the
doan originally obtained from it with interest, and to eredit the balance, representing
profits, to the General Fund.
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The Society’s Library and office continue to be housed in the building which has
been made available fo it on the Museum grounds, through the kindness of the
Director of Museums, and the President has extended the hospitality of his residence
to the Council for its meetings.

Mr. 5. L. R. Perera, the Clerk, having left, Mr. M. H. W. Thabrew has been placed
in charge pending permanent arrangerments.
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY (Ceylon Branch)

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
315T DECEMBER, 1946

RECEIPTS : \

Fe Balance .« Rs. 6,201.55
.» Entrance Fees . Ks. 94.50
»» Annual Subscriptions o 1,851.00
s; Life Membership Fees - 530,50
5 Government Grant ik 500.00
.» Sale of Publications i 65b.22
.» Donation Mrs. H. O. Pieris 0 3,000.00
,»» Sundry Receipts Y 34.84

o 6,697.06

Rs. 12,898.61

PAYMENTS
By Salaries and Wages -Rs. 224172
»» oSubscription Refunds T ‘10.50
.+ Income Tax ... Sear i 63.40
»» Honorarium for preparing Index of Royal

Asiatic Society Journal - St 500,00
» Audit Fee =06 200,00
-» Printing and Advertising s 2,697.25
»» Pension to Peon o 50.00
s+ Hire of Furniture i 113.00
,+ Repairs and Maintenance of Bailding 5 1,173.90
;» Stationery ) 94.10
»» Epidiascope s 35.00
»» Lravelling 3 70.05
,» Postage r 105.39
3 Sundries o 84.71

: " 7:439-02

Cash Balance—

With Imperial Bank of India . Rs. 590.85
In Hand ... e 19.24
With Ceylon Savings Bank s 4:449.50

ey o ) 5!45959

12,808.61

Rs.

: REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
The above Receipts and Payments Account, subject to our Report of even date,

is in accordance with the books 2nd vouchers
received.

{Signed)

Colombao, 14th March, to47.

produced to us and the explanations

POPE & CO.
Auditors
J

Chartered Accountants
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY (Ceylon Branch)

(& CHALMERS ORIENTAL TRUST FUND
By Balance on 15t January 1946 +vo Rs. 395.46
.» Interest for the year ended 315t December 1946 et 9.87
»» Balance of Trust as at 31st December 1946 ... .o Rs. 405.;;
To Balance with Ccyion Savings Bank as at 315t December 1946 Rs ; 495.33

The above Account is in accordance with the Ceylon Savings Bank Books produced
to us.

(Signed} POPE & CO.

lA tditors
Chartered Accountants |

CHINESE RECORDS TRANSLATIONS FUND

By Balance on 15t January 1046 .. e RE "0 3 307040
»» Interest for the year ended 313t December 1946 32.62
»» Balance of Fund as at 31st December 1946 ... ... Rsi™ 1,340.03

»» Balance with Ceylon Savings Bank as at 315t December 1946 ... Rs. 1,340.03

The above Account is in accordance with the Cevlon Savings Bank Books produced

to us.
{Signed) POPE & CO.
Auditors
Chartered Accountants
FOLK SONGS OF THE SINHALESE FUND

4
.= By Balance on 15t January 1946 .- Rs, 1,936.48
»» Interest for the year ended 315t December 1946 T 48.32
Z » Balance of Fund as at 31st December 1946 ... ... Rs.  1,084.85

To Balance with Ceylon Savings Bank as at 315t December 1946 ... Rs. 1,984.85

The above Account is in accordance with the Ceylon Savings Bank Books produced
to us.

¥y (Signed) POPE & CO.
Auditors
Chartered Accountants |

Colombe, 14th March, 1947
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- BOOKS by P. E. PIERIS

Tri Sinhala, the Last Phase, 1796—1815, third ed. Rs. 3.50
Ceylon and the Hollanders, 1658—1796, th_ird ed. Rs. 3.50
Ribeiro’s Ceilao, fourth ed., Rs. 5.00. (nearly ready)

A NEW BOOK IN THE PRESS
SINHALE and the PATRIOTS 18151818

“This deals with a period the history of which Dr. John Davy

thought <had better not be given in detail’’. Reasons for sup-

pressing'facts no longer exist and details all based on original

sources will be found here. Approximately 750 pages, with

illustrations. Orders can e booked at Rs. 15/- but the price
may be raised later. -
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