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To Our Readers.

With this number the Ceylon Law Review closes its
seventh volume, An index to the various portions of
the volume including the Law Reports will be issued
shortly. Subseribers who are in want of back numbers
of this volume can have them on application, Full
particulars as to eighth volume will be announced in due
course,
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Byles on Bills.

This is ‘the seventeenth edition of Sir John Barnard
Byles’ well-known book. The first edition was in 1859
and the succeeding eight editions were in the lifetime of
the author. The sixteenth edifion was in 1599, and the
present one of 1911 is edited by Mr. Walter J. B. Byles
and Mr. Krie R, Watson, the latter sometime law-lecturer
in Oeylon.  Great changes have been introduced into the
original worl by the present editors. The most import-
ant feature of the new edition is the incorporation of
the text of the Bills of Exchange Act in the notes. The
subject is divided into topicai chapters and the sections
wre distinguished by special sype. The result of the new
arvangement is that Byles on Bills so long behind Chal-
mers is now ahead of it.  We feel sure that there will
be a great demand for the bonk in Ceylon.
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Book Notices.

1. The German Law of Bills of Exchapge and of
Cheques : by Sydney Leader, solicitor of the HKnglish
SBupreme Court, London and of Berlin, London : Sweet
and Maxwell 1911, This iz a wanslation of the latest
text of the Wechselordnung which was officially published
on June drd, 1908, and came into force on October lst,
1903 und of the Scheckgesetz of March 11th, 1908, which
came info torce on April Ist, 1908, A conference
of German jurisis held in 1847 formulated a General
German Kxchange Law containing 100 articles, and in
the following year this code was adopted as the ITmperial
Law. The text of thiz law was not only used tol the
present Austrian and Hungarvian Codes, but has been
treely drawr upon in compiling many of the rvecent
codes of other corntries. Since that date it has been
sibjeet to various revisions leading up to the text form-
ing the basig of the present translation, Mr, Leader’s
book is useful for the purpose of  comparvative study of
the Law of negotiable instruments. Some of the prineipal
differences between the English law and the German law
are, that the latter requives the use of the word chegyue or
a corresponding expression in the body of the document
itgelf., Tt must algo state that the sum named is payable
out of the drawer’s property in the hands of the drawee,
althongh such property may consist of a eredit or over-
dralt placéd by the drawee at the customer’s disposal; it
also appears to be at least for a limited time, an asolute
assignment of the s named, and conseguently cannof
be stopped, asis possible with a Dritish chegue. Post
dating sueh instruments ig alzo not countenanced.

While the Hnglish law considers a cheque to be a bill
of Exchange, the German law treats it as a different
instrmnent, a view taken by many other codes, and until
this difference digappears, it is likely to remain a con-
siderable obgtacle to any international unification of
Exchange Laws. My, Leader’s interesting little book is
published at 2/6.

2. The Law of Personal Property by A. M. Wilshere,
M.A., L.L B. London : sweet and Muxwell, 1811, Price 5/
Mr, Wilshere who is lecturer in law to the University of
Brigtol'is the author of four Looks in the students’ series
of law books pnblished by Messers Sweet and Maxwell.
He has eontributed to the series two books on eriminal law,
one on evidence and this his fourth is an analysis of
Williams" Personal Property. A warning is given in the
preface chit this book i3 de-igned mervely ag an assistunce
to the student who hes read the parent work, In Ceylon
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where there is a vast amount of the law of England
followed and relied on in our courts the student of law
should find Mr. Wilshere's book exceedingly helpful. In
135 pages the law of personal property is well traversed.
The book deals with choses in action contracts, life in-
surance, annuities, patents, wills, intestacy, title and other
subjects. An appendix of 100 questions brings to a close
the useful analysis which is marked by a sufficient fulness
of treatment to take it above the plain of dry digests,

3. Broom’s Legal Maxims. London: Sweet and Max-
well 1911. This is the eighth edition of an indispensable
book. The first edifion was published in 1845, the seventh
in 1900, The vast accumulation of case law during the last
ten years has rendered this edition necessary. It was our
pleasure to review the last edition in these pages and we
can once more commend to the lawyers of Ceylon this
compendium of legal wisdom as get out in rememberable
maxims.

4, Matara Cases: edited by O. I, de Kretszer, Advo-
cate, Matara. Volume 1 part 1 Colombo: Ceylon Examiner
Press 1911. We quife agree with Mr. de Kretszer, Lord
Ellenborough’s misfortune notv-ithstanding, that it is no
part of a reporter’s duty to decide what is donbtful law.
It is best that all decisions should be reported that the bad
may be overruled at once. The present part of the first
volume is devoted to the sabject of partition. Hitherto
unreported cases on the snbject are given in this number
The reports are full even to the extent of giving where-
ever necessary the lower court proceedings and the judg-
ment, Considering the fact that it is not a very pleasant
task to rakes uop judgments from the obscurity of cheir
dusty reports, we heartily congratulate Mr. Kretszer
upon his great nadertaking and wish him every success
upon the enterprise which, we hope, will bring him
in return something more substantial than the thauks of
a grateful profession.

5. The Law Record : edited by P. 'lirumal Achar B.
A. B. L. Vakil High Court : Law Record Office, Mylapore,
Madras. This is not altogether a law reporter. It isa
journal of comparative legislation and commercial law,
We believe this is the only journal of its kind in India.
The principal contents of the number before us are Ruoles
for submission of petitions, Rules for service ot processes
in native states, Taxation of British Companies in France,
Rules of agricultural act, and certain legislative enact-
ments of the varions Indian Presidencies. The last part
of the number gives two important cases relating to pro-
missory notes and the Merchant Shipping Act, A maga-
zine conducted along the present lines is calculated to be
of great service both to lawyers and to commercial men.
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