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ONE of the most reliable sources of our knowledge of the political

practice of North India during the period which witnessed the
culmination of the Hindu Renaissance is epigraphic. The inscriptions
are engraved on stone, copper, pottery! and iron.2 Most of them
are known as sdsanas and prasastis. In rendering these inscrip-
tional passages, it has become customary for scholars to pay more
attention to the faithful conveyance of ideas than to requirements of
grammar and idiom,

It is perhaps desirable from several points of view to regard the
Buddhist Movement as a Reformation. It challenged the stiffening
regulations laid down by the Hindu system of castes. It preached
almost openly the doctrine of the equality of man. Its superb
monastic and missionary organisations, its practice of conveying
teachings to the masses in a language probably familiar to them, and
the encouragement it received from many ruling potentates favoured
its expansion, The ‘“dhammaghosa’ of the Asokan Era proclaimed
its triumph in Asia in no uncert#in language.

I. eg. Indian Antiquary Review, vol, XIV, p. 75,
2. e.g. Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum vol. III, P. I41.
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530 CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

Hinduism declined. It ‘probably sank into the religion of a
minority, But like the majestic Catholic’ Church of a later age, the
older religion rallied its dispersed forces, and the Hindu Counter—Re-
formation began its onward march, This new mov®Ment was accom-
panied by the Hindu Renaissance,

It is hardly possible to define the dates of the period of the
Revival. It may perhaps be traced back to the days of the Suhga who
slew the horse on the famous sacrificial altar. But whenever it might
have begun, it is almost certain that the Movement reached its zenith
during the era which began in the fourth century A.p., and which ended
in about the tenth. This age was heralded by the priests who assisted
in the performance of the four asvamedhas of the Vakatakas, soon to
be connected perhaps politically! and certainly matrimonially with
the Imperial Guptas, the ten sacrifices of the Bharasivas who ‘“‘were
besprinkled on the forehead” with the ‘‘pure water” of the Bhagirathi
(the Ganges) which was pardkramadhigata,? the asvamedha? of
the Gupta which the imperial epigrapher called ¢ cirotsanna ’,* the
yajfias® of the Traikita Dahrasena and of Emperor Kumaragupta I. 6
It saw the establishment of a vast empire over which the Hindu
Imperial ‘Eagle’—the Gupta Garuda—flew triumphantly, the very
probable publication of the immortal kdvyas and ndtakas of Kélidasa,
the development of the science of astronomy by Aryabhatta, Vardha-
mihira and Brahmagupta, the probable birth of the Mudrdrdkshasa, the
Yéjfiavalkya and Narada smrtis, the execution of the world-famous
frescoes cognate to these of Sigirya in Ceylon, the ingenious adaptation
of the idea of the colossus in sculpture, the deliberate and wide use of
classical Sanskrit as the language of state records, the linking up of
India, Ceylon, Java, China and other countries by shipping lines, 7
the growth of cultural and commercial contacts leading to the form-

ation and consolidation of a Greater India, and the rapid evolution
both of Politik and Staatslehre.

1. Because Rudrasena the Vikitaka may be identical with Rudradeva of the
Allahabad Inscription. ;

2. Lit. equal to obtained through prowess; e.g. C.I.1, vol. III, p. 236 1. 2. and
3; p-237, 1.6, and 7. '

3. Equal to horse-sacrifice.

4. Lit=long lain in abeyance. C.L.I. vol III, p. 26 & 27, 1. 4. & 5.
5. Religious ceremonies.

6. Jou. Bom. R.A.S. vol. XVI, p. 347,%l. I, I, 1 &2; Catalogue of Ind. coins
(Gupta) p. 61 et seq,

7. My papers in the J.A.S. (C.B.) vol. XXXII, p. 55 to 63; and C.L.R. Sept.,
19 32, p.385 to 392. @ _
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HINDU-BUDDHIST POLITICAL PRACTICE 531

The political and religious ascendancy of Hinduism was not how.
ever accompanied by either the extinction, or (as I have shown
elsewhere) by the general persecution of Buddhism, From the epi-
graphic point ®feview, the Deoriya, Kasia, the three Sanchi, Sarnath,
Mankuwar, Calcutta Museum and Devata’s inscriptions, e g. of the fitfh
gentury, the Mathura, Mahdniman’s (two) and Dharmagupta’s and
Damshtrasena’s Bodh Gaya inscriptions, the Gunaighar, Dhruvasena’s
Walia, Guhasena’s Walia, and Bhavnagar Second grants, e. g. of
the sixth, the imperial Vardhana records and Sildditya’s Wala Grant,
e.g. of the seventh, the Kota and Devapatana Inscriptions, e.g, of the
eighth, Dantivarman’s Grant, the Ghosrawa and Ranod Stones, e.g. of
the ninth and tenth centuries ! testify not only to the survival, but also
to the political importance of Buddhism. :

The right to rule, broadly speaking, was vested, in the administra-
tors of the ganas, and the heads of monarchical states, during this
period, The early history of the ganasabhd in Ceylon may conceivably
throw light on the sthiti (constitution?) of various entities like the
Malavas, Kékas, Kharaparikas, Sanakédnikas, Licchavis, Abhiras,
Yaudheyas, probably the Maitrakas, the Madrakas, the Prarjunas, and
Arjundyanas,

The monarchical rulers may again be divided into two categories,
The Mahérdjadhirajas, Réjadhirdjas, Rdjarajadhirajas and Ek4dhirajas,
for instance, belong to the first order, In the second one, we have to
place Mahdrdjas, Mahddhirdjas, Mahdsdmantddhipatis, Mahdsidmantas,
Réjans, Rajakas, Rdjdnakas and Sdmantas. They exercised consider-
able authority over their subjects and dependents. Even the
Samantas—the lowest among them—were entitled to wear ‘jewelled y
crowns,’

But at least during the earlier part of the period under review,
other things being equal, they were politically subordinate to the rulers
of the first rank, Thus Surasmicandra, though “‘enjoying in the world
the Sri of a Mahdrdja”? was the governor of the Gupta territories
situated between the Kdlindi and the Narmadd. Mahirdja Brahma-
datta, ““the administering agent,” ‘“‘in the Pundravardhana Bhukti”
was said to be ‘“favoured by His Majesty’s feet”’—the feet of Mahi-
rajadhirdja Budhagupta. The Bhukti passed under the governorship

1 C.LI vol. ITI, Nos. 68, 69, 73, 75, 74, 5, 11, 62 and 63; Nos. 70, 71, 72,
76; Indian Historical Quarterly March, 1930, p. 53 to 56, I. A. vel, IV, p. 105
P- 174 & 175, vol. V, p.2o7; vol.XIV, p. 329 & 330; P. 45 & 46; vol. IX, p. 176
and 177; Epi. Indica vol. VI, p. 285; IA, vol, XVII, p. 309 & 310; E, I. vol I
P. 354 to 361 etc. ’

2. Sriis thepersonification of ruling power; C.1.I, Vol, 111, No. XIX, 1, 3&4
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032 CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

of another Mah4rdja who owed’allegiance presumably to Bhianugupta !
The Nrpatiparivrijakas who dated their records in the Gupta Era,
and probably acknowledged openly that their territories were included
in the Gupta Empire were entitled Mahdaréjas. °?

Fleet's translation of ““Guptanrpardjyabhuktau” by “enjoyment of
sovereignty by the Gupta Kings’” need not be the only one, as we find
that the word bhukti is used to denote an extensive administrative
division during this period. The rendering, ‘(included) in a Division of
the Gupta rulers’ may be suggested as an alternative, if not a better,
one because the compound word stands by itself, and is not connected
directly with the words (giving information about the date) which
precede and succeed it, Without going into the details of the controversy
regarding the ‘“mahdmdghasamvatsara” of the Bhumara Inscription 2
I may suggest that chronological considerations, and the resemblance
which the Uccakalpa Garuda bears to the effigies on the copper
coins of Candragupta II, and that on the Bhitari Seal® support the
view that these rulers, who were all Mahar4jas, were the vassals of the
Guptas. The Vishaya! of Kotivarsha is said to have prospered
“under the government of”” Mahdraja Jayadatta who was ‘favoured’ by
Budhagupta.® Maharaja Rudradatta is called the pidaddsa ¢ of
Vainyagupta. ” Mahdsémanta Mé4dhavarija openly acknowledged
the overlordship of a king of Central Bengal.s The Madhuban
Plates e.g.? show that Mahdrdjas and Mahdsimantas could be
ordered by Mahardjadhirdjas to notice and carry out instructions
relative to grants of land, Maharija., dhala of the ‘Sanakanikas is
said to *“ meditate on the feet of” Candragupta II.1° Mah4sémanta
Mahdrdja Vijayasena was expected to ‘make the commands’ of the then
reigning potentate ‘“ known unto the ” Kumardmdétya Revajjasvimin.ll
Mahdsimanta Balavarmman acquired the * paficamahdsabda "’ 12 by

E. I Vol. XV, p. 135, 1, 1 and p. 136, 1.2; p. 142, 1. 1 to 3.
C.I.I. Vol. III, No. XXIV.

tp. 125, C.O.I.C. (Gupta) Pl. XVIII; J.R.A.S. Vol. LVIII, Pl facing
etc.

I.
2.

2

pP. 85

4. An administrative division.

5. E.L Vol, XV, p. 138, L. 1 to 3.

6. Lit=(a) servant of (the) feet.

7. Ind. His. Quarterly, March 1930, p. 53, L.3.
8. E.L Vol, VI, p. 144 and p. 145,

9

E.I. VolL.I, p. 72 and 73. “‘Samajiispayati astu vah samviditam’’ is the
form of the command.

10. C.I1I Vol III, No, IV.
11. A Kumarimitya was a highly placed public official; my article in the

Jou. Bi, and Or: Res. Soc, Vol. XVII, p. 198 # p. 201; LH.Q, March 1930, p.53
to p. 56.

12. Lit. equal to the five great sounds=five sonorous sounds=f{ive titles be-
stowed by the Overlord ? Y :
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HINDU-BUDDHIST POLITICAL PRACTICE 533

the favour of the feet of P, M. P.. Mahendrayudhadeva. Balavarmma
is said to be ‘pddaprasidikshatasamadhigatapaficamahdsabdah.”
Kielhorn is very probably right in thinking that ‘ prasidakshata ”
stands for ¢ @masadikrta.”’? The Siyadoni Inscription? seems to
mention that a Mahasamantadhipati obtained the aseshamahdsabda
from, and was the Mahdpratihdra! &f P.M.P. Mahendrapiladeva in
C.903/4 A.D. The elder brother of Rajanaka Lakshmanacandra is said to
be devoted ‘‘to the lotus feet of the supreme lord of Jdlandhara”. 5
In an inscription of 862 A.D. we find ¢¢ Tatpradattapaficamahdsabda-
mahdsdmantasrivishnuramaparibhujyamdke Luacchagire,” Mah4s4-
manta Vishnurama seems to have held Luacchagiri from Bhojadeva, ©
The Bagumra Inscription of 954/5 A.D. shows that Réjans had to obey
the commands of Prthivivallabha7 Nikumbhallasakti.?

Commenting on ‘‘paficamahdsabda” Sastri says that ¢‘this epithet
is used only by dependent chiefs.” Bhiiler supports this view. A
literary, though not an inscriptional source, confirms this belief (8a).

I do not certainly maintain that the use of these graded titles was
always indicative of the place the ruler held in the governing hierarchy.
Titles signifying subordination are associated with rulers of undoubted-
ly the first rank. Thus Samudragupta is called merely a rija on the
Tiger Type of his coins,” and probably only a bhattéraka in his
Kausdmbi Inscription.l® Candragupta II is called a Mahdrdja on
some of his coin-legends, and is referred to as Réjan in the Udayagiri
Inscription.!!  Emperor Kuméragupte I is entitled only a Maharija
in the MankuWar Stone.! Mahardja Varahasimha is said to be a
pranetd® of Rdja Apardjita of the Guhila House in the Udayapur
inscription of 661 A.D.1 Bhdnugupta is called a Ré4jan in the Eran
Inscription,’> But the two words ¢‘jagati praviro” which precede it
and mahdn which follows it modify the significance considerably,
Maharéjadhirdja Dhrubhata and Mahdrdjadhirdja Nishkalanka were

I.=Paramabhattiraka Mahirijadhirija Paramesvara,

2, E.L Vol IX, p. 4-6.

3. E.I, Vol, I. p. 173 to p. 179.

4.=The chief door-keeper; probably a captain of the emperor’s palace-guard,
5 Pp.112top. 115.

6. E.I, Vol. IV, p. 310.

7. Lit=lord of the earth.

8. I.A. Vol, XVIII, p. 267 et seq.

8a. Réjatarangini, IV, 1434, 684.

9. COIC. PLI toV; p. 17.
1o, C.LI. Vol III, No. I, 1.31.
11. No. VI 1;5,; C.O.I.C. pl. X, No. XXII and Pl I, Nos, 1 fo XXVIL.
12, C.I.I, Vol. III, no. XI, 1.2. ® . :
13. Commander-in-chief ?

14. E.L Vol. IV, p. 31 and 32,

15. C.I.I Vo® III, No. XX, Ls.
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034 CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

governors under the P.M.P.’s"of Kanauj.! But they ruled during
the tenth century,”and were subordinate to another Maharajadhiraja.
On the whole, I must conclude that the weight of ev1dence makes it
almost certain that at least durmg the earlier part of the period under
review, the Rdjans, Rédjakas, Rdjanakas, Sdmantas, Mahdsidmantas,
Mahdsdmantddhipatis, Mahdrdjas and Mahddhirdjas owed allegiance {0
the Rajadhirdja and his peers.

The Right to Rule as vested in the Réjadhirdja and his peers
therefore very probably implied that of ruling directly over subjects,
and that of exercising paramount authority over vassals and rear-
vassals, in certain ways and under certain circumstances. It is of
course conceivable that the nature of the direct rule of the Emperor
over e.g, the home province would differ from that of the mahdrja’s
personal rule over the whole or part of his principality, because it is
unrestrained in the firstecase, but not so in the second. Moreover the
Mahérdja e.g. would again exercise authority almost of the same
nature as that of the overlord over his own vassals,

Subinfeudation was prevalent. Thus in an inscription of 654/5
A.D.2 the “lotus feet” of R4j4 Bhanusakti is said to be “‘scratched
by the crowns on the heads of all his bending” Simantas. The very
title, Mahdsimantddhipati, suggests the existence o the practice,
Moreover the Kavi Grant of 736 A.D. definitely says that Mahasiman-
tadhipati Jayabhata III of the Gurjaras had Kajans and Samantas
under him.3

I shall now attempt an illustration of the alienation of ruling
right, by conquest. The Right to Rule both of the Maharédjadhirdja
(and his equals) and the princes of the second order, was undoubtedly
in many cases, the creation of the parasu? and the sanku,® of the
sakti® and the asi,” of the sara8 and the prisa.?

E.L Vol. Lp. 175, 1. 18; p. 177; p. 178, 1.29, 30 and 36,
LA. Vol. XVIII, p. 267 et seq.
1.A. Vol.' ¥, p. 114, 1.8.
Battle axe.

Spear,

Spike.

Sword. .

Arrow.

SO O R e

9. Barbed dart. These weapons are actually mentioned in an inscription, of
the fourth century A.p. (C.I.I. Vol, III, No. I, 1. 17.) °

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org °



HINDU-BUDDHIST POLITICAL PRACTICE 535

Rulers of the second category tdok part in milifary operations
conducted by their overlords. Sometimes they undertook expeditions
on their own account. The Mandasor Stone Inscription composed in c.
the fifth centdry! tells us that Nrpa Visvavarmman, a Goptd ”
under the Guptas was ‘‘ Parthasamdnakarmma”.? His “deeds in
vear were equal to (those of)’ Arjuna, the hero of the Mahdbharata.
R4ja Bandhuvarman, his son, is said to be ‘“pre-eminently skilful in
destroying the ranks of his proud enemies’. * The Gunaighar Grant 5
of the early sixth century mentions that the reigning prince issued
his “command”’ relative to the grant of land in favour of the
Buddhist Bhikshusangha® housed in the d4sramavihdra of Arya
Avalokitesvara, from ‘‘the victorious camp full of great ships, elephants
and horses situated at Kripura.? The Eran Posthumous Inscrip-
tion, a few years later in date, menions that Gopardja the son of the
“ativikrdnta” (“very valorous”’) Rajan, Madhava, accompanied Emperor
Bhanugupta in one of his expeditions. Then “krtva ca yuddham
sumahatprakdsam Svargam gato divyanarendrakalpah.” He ‘“who
was but little short of being equal to” the king of the gods ¢having
faught a very famous battle” (‘“died and) went to heaven”.® The
Miliya Plate of 571/2 A.D. e.g. says that the progenitor of the Valabhi
House, Bhatarkka held the post of a Sendpati, ordinarily equivalent to
the Simhalese Sendndayaka,” presumably under one of the Huna
kings. He “acquired” (the spirit of) Sovereignty ‘‘through the strength
of the array of his hereditary servants and friends who had been
brought under subjection by his splendour, and had been acquired by
gifts, and honourable treatment and straightforwardness and were
attached to him by affection.” He ‘was possessed of glory’ ‘“‘acquired
in a hundred battles.” His immediate successor, also a Sendpati
compelled his enemies to bow “down with (their) heads (before him).”
Mahardja Dharasena, the then reigning prince of Valabhi is said to

‘astonish’ “‘all archers by the speciality of (his) innate strength and (skill
acquired by) practice.”

No. XVIII, p. 81 to'é4.
Governor.

p.82, l.14,

L1s.

L.H.Q. March, 1930, p. 53 et seq.
Congregation of monks.
Mahinauhastyasva etc, o
C.1.1. Vol. 111, No. XX,

9. Here however he seems to be a person who possessed or acquired the right
of ruling over cegtain territories, C.I.I, Vol, 111, No, XXXVIIIL.

BN QG H N
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536 CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

The Asirgadh Copper Sealwof c. the sixth century says that Mahdrdja
Harivarmman of the Maukharis was ‘‘pratdapanurigopanatanyaraja.h” 1
He ‘“brought into subjection” other rulers “by his prowess and
by affection (for him),” His “fame stretched out®Beyond the four
oceans.” The Nirmand Plate of 612)3 A.D. says that Mahardja Maha-
simanta Ravishepa ‘“‘attained victory in a hundred battles” (‘‘samafa-
satalavdhajaya” etc).? A grant of the Gujrat Caulukyas3 mentions
that Vijayardja who possessed ‘‘inordinate prowess” (pratdp-
dtisaya) ““bowed down’ an ‘‘assemblage’” of Sdmantas. An inscription
of 868 A.D.* mentions that Dantivarmman who obtained the
“adhipatya’ (overlordship) “ of the Mahdsdmantas,” * vanquished with
his bow the Mahdsimantas of the enemy.” Mahdsimanta Bala-
varman’s Una Plates of 893 A.p. proudly pointed out that the territory
““of the Nakshisapura group of eighty four” was “acquired by his own
arm”. Secondly, this establishment of the Right to Rule fresh
territories, the product of successful military undertakings, might (if
unchecked) even render an elevation of a ruler of the second order to
the first, possible. Dynastic lists of e.g. the four imperial houses, the
Guptas, Vardhanas, Maukharis and Maitrakas, show that Maharijas
were succeeded by Mahardjadhirdjas, Mahdrdja Gupta and Mahdrija
Ghatotkaca preceded Mahdrdjadhirdja Candragupta I, Maharija
“Réjyavarddhana” and Mahdrdja ‘‘Adityavarddhana’ were followed by
Maharajadhirdja “Prabhdkaravarddhana.” After Prabhdkaravardhana,
the paramasaugata (the devout follower of Buddha) Mahdrajadhirija
“Réjyavarddhana’ came to the throne. Dharasena and Isdnavarmman
were the first Mahdrdjadhirdjas of their lines. Moreover the rise of
Vishnuvardhana (who, I think, was identical with Emperor Yasodhar-
man) to power explicitly illustrates this tendency. The Mandasor
Stone of the sixth century’® says:—

“Praco nrpansubrhatasca bahunudicah
simnd yudhd ca vasaginpravidhiya yena
Ndméparam jagati kdntamado-durdpani
réjadhirdjaparamesvara ityudiidham.”

C.I.1. Vol. III, p.220, L.1.
p. 288 to p. 289. The spelling is inscriptional.
I.A. Vol. VII p.248.
E.I Vol. VI, p, 285,

5. EI Vol IX,p.4top.6. C.II II. No, XXXV. Spelling of proper
nouns is inscriptional in many cases. °

e WON -
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HINDU-BUDDHIST POLITICAL PRACTICE 537

The naridhipati (lord of men) “brought into subjection by peaceful
overtures and by war the’ very mighty kings of the East, and many
(kings) of the North,” and thus “carried on high” the “‘second name of
the supreme kiﬁ'g’uf“ princes “and supreme lord, pleasing in the world
(but) difficult of attainment,” He is also said to have “brought” “his
own famous lineage which” bore “the aulikara crest”” “to a state of
dignity that’’ became “‘ever higher and higher.” ‘‘Prakhyataulikarald-
fichana 4tmavdmso yenoditoditapadam gamito garfyah™! Samantas
“having their arrogance removed by the strength of (his) arm”

1 9

(“bahudravinahrtamadaih” etc.) “bowed down to his feet”,

The Bungmati Inscription of 639 A,p3 says that Amsuvarman
of Kaildsaklita was a mahdsimanta, and a political adviser to King
Sivadeva. The Devapatana Inscription, a few years later in date, *
does not call him a Mahisimanta. Presumably, the political power
that he had acquired by this time made Amsuvarman reluctant to call
himself a Mahdsimanta. At the same time, he had not yet perhaps
made up his mind to assume a title of the first rank. Later on however,
the Lalitapathana Inscription of 48 H. E5 calls him Maharajadhirdja
Amsuvarman.

Another inscription of 868 A.D, ¢ says that Govindardja of the
Gujrat Raéshtrakutas was a bhupa (ruler) and “‘rdjasu rdjasimha” (a
lion among princes). Therefore, we may conclude that he sattained
the status of a Rdjan. His son Karkkardja is called only a bhupa.
But his grandson Krshnardja attained the status of a R4jadhirdja and
Paramesvara (supreme ruler). ‘

Lastly, even acquisition of an imperial status was not often
followed by cessation of conquest. Thus Samudragupta, is said to have
‘““uprooted Acyuta and Nagasena.”” His troops very probably
captured a prince of the Kotas, when he “‘was taking his pleasure in
the city "’ called Pushpa. He ““violently "’ ‘exterminated’ *“ Rudradeva,
Matila, Ngadatta, Candravarmman, Ganapatindga,” and ¢ many other

1. 6,7,5.

No, XXXIII, 1.5.

I.A. Vol. IX, p.169 and 170.
Of 39 H.E.; p.170.

171 and 172,

E.I. Vol, VI, p. 285,

C.1.1. Vole 111, No. I, 1.13.

N ow AW N
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538 CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

kings of”” Aryivarta.! Some of the coins of his son, Candragupta
II, bear the legends, “prthivim jitvd” and “kshitimavajitya.” *
Moreover, a cave record mentions that when he ‘“was seeking to
conquer the whole world,” he came to Udayagiri in thé company of his
minister Virasena.? We find ,‘* GAmavajitya sucaritaih” “ divam
jayati’’ on the coins of Kumdragupta I.! ‘“Having conquered the
earth” Kumadragupta is said to ‘“ win heaven by good deeds”. With
reference to Emperor Skandagupta, the son of Kumdragupta I, the
Bhitari Stone? says:—‘Samuditabalakoshain yudhyamitramsca
jitva kshitipacaranapithe sthdpitabamapadah.” ‘Having conquered”
(his) enemies ‘* who had developed great power and wealth,” in battle,
Fmperor Skandagupta “ placed his left foot on a footstool which was”
‘the (number of) princes he had conquered’. He is also said to have
‘“ developed heroism by the strength of his arm” (‘¢ svabhujajanita-
virya”’).6 His successor Bhanugupta is called ¢‘the bravest man
on the earth,” ‘“ equal to Pdrtha” and ‘¢ exceedingly heroic.”” He took
part in ““a very famous battle”’ which was fought at or near Eran. 7

I may therefore conclude that the exalted and sometimes sanctified
nature of the epigraphic conceptions on which the political obligation
of the era must have been mainly based, did not succeed in making
hereditary right indefeasible in actual political practice. The relevant
political idea was not therefore allowed to develop in the same manner,
as someeof the corollaries of the later European theories of a similar
description. Whatever the theoretical origin of kingship might have
been, and however exalted the status it might have been sought to be

: vested with, the de facto rulers of the polities under review owed their
origin in many cases to their proficiency in archery and swordsmanship,
their leadership and military resources. I have demonstrated here
that the Right to Rule could be alienated by conquest, I shall show
elsewhere how it could also be alienated by diplomatic negotiations,
‘‘peaceful overtures,” adoption and delegation.

1. Roughly N. India.

2, Lit=having conquered the whole earth.
3. Udayagiri Cave Inscription.

4. COLE. p. 67

5. C.I.1. Vol III, No, XIII. 2
6. No. XIV, 1.2,

7. In the present C. P.; Lat. 2405’N., Long. 78015'Fe; No. XX.
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Looting” of the Palace of Kandy,
| ' 1765’
Reports of Colonel Feber and Sectetary van Angelbeek.

(Tweede Deel der Brieven en Papieven van Ceylon overgekomen ;
Kol. Arch. 3030, 1766, Vol. 14, ff. 396-399)

I
REPORT OF CoL. JAN JURGEN FEBER

To H. E. Mr. Iman Willem Falck, Governor and Director, and the
Hon. Gentlemen of the Secret Council of Ceylon,

Your Excellency and Honourable Gentlemen !

It has pleased Your Excellency and the Honourable Gentlemen in
the sessions of Toth August last to order Mr. Secretary van Angelbeek
and the undersigned, as having taken part in the expedition to Kandia
and been present at the capture of the Capital, to give a written ac-
count and report, as well as each one of us knew and could affirm on
oath, about the looting of the King’s Palace. In compliance with this
order I have the honour to report as follows :— -

On the 1gth of February when I set out from the main army near
Mahawielegange with a part of the troops, but without coolies or bag-
gage, to occupy the city of Kandia, I received order from the late
Governor van Eck, who is now with God, and very urgent recommend-
ations to take great care above all not to let any looting take place,
but to set up watches at the entrances to the Palace till H. E. came up;
which order I observed to the letter giving the strictest commands
under severe punishment (0p Lijff en leven straffe) to the advance guard
of my detachment to set double guards at the gates as soon as the town
and the Castle were taken, so that no one whatsoever might enter; which
was all carried out. But as the building of the Castle on the North and
South side as well as at the back and on the East side was partly in
decay and partly blocked with outhouses which were unfinished—probably
to lodge the large family of the King that came from time to time—
the soldiers had opportunity to carry off some things, but of little value :
but the rooms amd apartments were still locked. Nevertheless as soon
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as I came to know of it I entered the Castle in person accompanied by
the sub-adjutants and my orderlies to drive out the looters. But while
this was happening on one side I noticed that some 5 or 6 persons were
entering on the other side, who hid themselves as sobn I noticed them.
Thereupon I came out and gave orders to make all the companies fall
in under arms and to examine how many were absent from each com-
pany. I then found that some men were missing, especially from the
Grenadier Company, and I inquired from Captain Burt and the officers
of the company whether they could not keep better order among their
men. They said in answer that they could not keep back the men any
longer.

At this'time I received word that the late Governor was on his
march and I went to welcome and complain saying: *“ Your Excellency.
I am very glad you are come for I can scarcely keep order among the
men and prevent looting.”” When H.E. then marched straight into the
Castle he was followed by the officers, soldiers, marines, Sinhalese and
Moor coolies, who immediately started looting. Yea I must even con-
fess that some looters who had laden themselves with booty before
H.E. entered, met him and addressed him thus: ‘Noble Sir. We
have found this spoil. May we keep it? "’ To which he replied “ Yes.
Run away with it.” Thereupon the looting became general ; and they
broke boxes and chests open and took whatever they pleased.

And in spite of the fact that H.E, the Governor not only drove

away the looting crowd by means of several officers but himself in per-

- son chased them out of the storehouses and apartments, the looting

h went on ; for when it was stopped on one side, it began in another, be-

cause some of our troops entered the Castle to occupy the North and

South side and the Grenadier Company was placed in the middle to

serve as a body-guard to H. E, Furthermore, I saw that H. E. had

placed a guard of officers before the chief storehouses, and I learnt from

other sources that Captains Frankena, Groos and Labaume had been

commissioned to seal them and to make an accurate inventory of what

was therein ; but in vain. The doors which were not guarded were torn

to pieces so that Mr. Frankena came back about one or half-past one
and begged to be relieved of his commission.

The looting lasted some five or six days. The things looted as far
as I know were gold and silver ware and fine linen Moreover on this
occasion, besides other things, a silver shrine, whercien Boedoe’s tooth
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according to the Sinhalese was preserved, was dug out of the grounc;l,
which H. E. took to be given as a present to the army, and which 1s
still to be found here.

As I did not know for certain what was the scope of the
commission mentioned above, I inquired from Captain Gross here and
he ‘replied that he did not get any other order on that occasion except
to seal the temple or offerplaats of the King, which he and the others
did,

I hope I have now satisfied your Excellency’s order and I have
only to subscribe myself,

Y. E’s and the Hon. Gentlemen’s
Very obedient and humble servant,
J. J. FEBER,

II.

Report of Johan Gerard van Angelbeek
To H. E. Mr. Iman Willem Falck, Governor and Director, and the
Hon. Members of the Secret Council of Ceylon.

Your Excellency and Hon. Gentlemen !

It has pleased Your Excellency and the Honourable Gentlemen in
the sessions of 10 August last to order Mr. Colonel Feber and the
undersigned, as having taken part in the expedition to Kandia and
been present at the capture of the capital, to give a written account and 1
report, as well as each one of us knew and could affirm on oath, about ‘

the looting of the King’s Palace, I have therefore the honour to report
as follows:—

When on 19th February last Mr. Colonel Feber was detached
from the main army at Mahawielegange with a part of the force to
occupy the town of Kandia, the late Governor van Eck, now with God,
gave him strict cammand and instructions to take care to prevent the
men from looting and to cause the gates of the Palace to be guarded
till the arrival of H. E., who set out two or three hours later and
arrived in Kandia about 11 o’clock in the morning with the undersigned.

In the town Mr. Commander Feber came to meet him and
reported that in spite of all his attempts he was unable to prevent the
looting of the Palace, and that both great and small were busy at
it, a thing whiok, when we entered the Palace, we found to be but too
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true. The greater part of°the apartments were broken open and
filled with soldders, marines, Moors and other coolies who were busy
breaking open chests and drawers and carrying off whatever they
pleased. .

Although H. E. not only caused the looting crowd to be turned
out by several officers whom he encountered in the general confusion,
but himself also in person chased them out of the storehouses and
apartments, and caused guards to be sent in front of them, it was of no
awail, for when the looting stopped on one side it began on another.

H, E. thereupon ordered officers to be placed on guard before the
chief storehouses and commissioned Captains Frankena, Groos and La
Beaume to seal the same and make an accurate inventory of what was
therein, for which purpose I sent the King’s seal with a clerk: but this
too was of little use, for the seals were at once torn off and the doors
forcibly wrenched open and broken to pieces, so that Mr. Frankena
came back about I or 1-30 and begged to be relieved of the commission
as the men could not be kept back any more and he could not honour-
ably carry out the commission. Thereupon H. E. Mr. van Eck had
also to give up the attempt as he could not possibly do otherwise; and to
my regret I must confess that not only the common soldiers but even
the majority of the officers were guilty of that shameless looting
Further particulars I can not give not only on account of the general
confusion but also because -being taught by the sad example of the
English in the plunder of Patna I knew the danger in which we were
on account of the general disorder, and made it my special business to
draw the attention of the late Governor to the need of guarding the
entrances and placing posts, a thing which was finally done late in the
evening ; yet the looting lasted quite five or six days.

I hope I have now satisfied Y. E,’s order and
I have the honour to remain
Your very humble and obedient servant,

J. G, van Angelbeek.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org ®




Deportation of Sti Vikrama Rajasinha.

(Continued from p. 504)

17th February.

The king came early above stairs today, and his first enquiry was,
whether we were well after yesterday’s fete: of course many com-
plaints passed on both sides. He said he was quite “proud” at having
given us so much pleasure although the bowels of some of the party
spoke pretty plainly an opposite feeling. We did not fail to say that
we were under great obligations for the compliment which His Majesty
had conferred upon us, and that we should always remember it with
pleasure. I expressed to His Majesty my surprise that during the time
he was in possession of his throne he had not encouraged more inter-
course between his subjects and those of our Gracious Sovereign, He
said in reply that he had always protected ‘Christians,” as far as the
Kandyan laws would permit. I said I thought it would have advanced
the Kandyan people in civilization if a free intercourse had existed
between the two Governments; to which the king observed, that such
an intercourse was impossible with the people he ruled over, His own
security forbade it. I asked him why he sanctioned the mutilation of
the seven merchants, previous to the breaking out of the last war, He
did not relish this question! At length he observed, half closing his
eyes, ‘“They came as spies, and suffered as such.! The Kandyan
laws are well-known; are they not painted? There was sufficient
evidence to prove they intended harm, and they were punished in
consequence.” I shook my head, as much as to say I thought him
deceived ; when he declined any further discussion on the subject, He
looked out of the cabin window and whistled in a careless manner,
After remaining about half an hour longer and asking a few unimpor-
tant questions he withdrew unceremoniously, In visiting the Captain’s
cabin, His Majesty never appeared in any other dress than that of a
piece of fine white muslin edged with gold, bound round his waist, and

1. From the Summary Declarations of the mutilated mén plated before the
members of His Majesty’s Council on 9 November, 1814, it would appear that they

were rightly or wrongly suspected of being spies of Ehelepol i D’
Proceedings of Coutcil ff. 348-362. pola an: Oyly. Cf,

L ]
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coming down to the knees. "His head, shoulders and body were bare,
The only days on" which his costume was different from the above were
those of his embarkation at Colombo, and his Iand_ing.at Madras, He
would, therefore, have struck the common observer as being of no
higher rank than any other native of caste in India, But his person
and manner possessed something peculiarly striking and distinguishéd ;
and no one, let him be of any civilized country whatsoever, could be
five’ minutes in his presence without discovering a grandeur and
superiority about him which is almost impossible to define. He was
‘about six feet in height ;1 his limbs were of herculean size, but beauti-,
fully formed ; his head small, his features regular and handsome ; his
eyes large, and intensely black and piercing ; his hands and feet small
and elegantly turned, He was unaccustomed to speak in a low tone of
voice, His superiority in the presence of others was with him more or
less manifested by the power and elevation of his voice, He thought
none but the mean and humble whispered, and because he was the
most despotic of kings his voice ought therefore to be raised to its
highest pitch in addressing his inferiors,

18th February, Sunday.

Divine Setvice ,

The royal party came upstairs. His Majesty was as usual engaged
sometimes in intense thought, at others in discourse with us. He asked
Captain O’Brien where he got the sheep he had on board, The Captain
said he obtained them at Colombo, He enquired how they were fed,
On gram and grass was the answer, He asked on what part of
the ship the grass grew! This was a blunder, The manner in
which they were supplied with food was explained, The Captain
asked him if he would walk on deck and see the ship, He hesitated,
but at length came to the cuddy door where he stopped, and
looked out with apparent timidity, He had not been on deck since the
day he embarked ; consequently his longest excursion was from his
own cabin to the Captain’s, We pressed him to go forward, and I
reminded him of his promise to view the ship and observed that a king

I. Marshall says: ‘Sri Wickreme Rajah Singha, the deposed King of Kandy
was about five feet nine or ten inches in height, slightly corpulent, stoutly made
and muscular. He had a pleasant expression of countenance, a handsome beard,
broad shoulders and a full chest. His figure%as manly, and his general appear-
ance dignified, He did not appear to the writer to be deficient in intellect, and
was generally much more affable and good-humoured than could be expected of a
deposed king in a state of confinement’ o. ¢. 166, .
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never broke his word: to which he quickly replied “Yes, when he finds
it imprudent to adhere to'it,”” After Captain O’Brien had described as
much of the vessel as the king could see from the cuddy door, His
Majesty retreafed to the ottoman. Being seated, I spoke to him of
Major Davy, He seemed quite famjliar with the Major’s name and
history, I said, when the intelligence arrived in England of the
massacre of the English troops near the banks of the Wattapologa !
ferry, it created a strong sensation against his Government, He said,
“Do you or do you not visit the evil administration of public affairs
upon your king’s ministers? In that business I was not concerned.
Let Pilame Talawe bear the blame2. I was too young a prince to
influence the conduct of my 1st Adigar, 1 heard of the event only
when it was over. I saved Major Davy’s life; ask the chiefs what
care I took of him, Becoming my prisoner he lived. But his party
were in the hands of the Adigar and perished. Major Davy received
many marks of favour from me. I gave him land and as much as he
wished to eat and drink., He was allowed wives. The laws could
grant no more, Did I make those laws?”

The subject seemed to agitate and annoy him much, and I there.
fore refrained from pressing it any further. He also appeared desirous
to avoid the discussion of an event which brought many unpleasant
recollections to his mind, and we mutually fell into other topics, which
enabled him to recover his serenity, and he ultimately took his
departure to his own cabin,

19th February.

Visited the royal apartments and found the party well. The pro-
visions very much diminished. We were still standing to the eastward
and advancing fast on the Nicobars. I began to feel apprehensive,
our supplies would fail before the ship tacked for Madras. We had
been six and twenty days at sea and had hitherto managed to keep the
king in good humour, He now began to entertain a strong conviction
that we were not going to Madras, and regarded me with less kindness
than usual. I did all in my power to cheer him, and preserve the
confidence he had hitherto reposed in me. To all my assurances of our
speedily reaching Madras he roughly and sullenly exclaimed, “Why are
you going in ‘this’ direction, if Madras lies in ‘that?’ It was vain to

®
1. Watapuluwa on the Mahaweli-ganga.

2. Pilima Talauwa in his turn put the blame on the King. See his version
of events narrate® to Wattala Appu a spy of D’Oyly. Diary 42.
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attempt to explain the simple cause of our present course. He shut
his eyes and listened with a smile of incredulity to all I said. This day
he passed below without manifesting any disposition to visit the
Captain’s cabin; nor did he enter into conversation %1th me except to
express dissatisfaction and complain of every little circumstance that
occurred, I beganto fear that our acquaintance would not terminate
so amicably as it began, and frequently consulted Captain O’Brien as
to the means to be adopted for pacifying him, whenever he became
violent, which he now did about every trifle.

20th February,

About 11 0’clock a.m. we heard an uproar in the royal cabins and
an officer came to tell me that the king was in a dreadful passion; and
as he had a hatchet in his hand, threatening his own people, requested
I would go and prevent mischief. 1 proceeded below forthwith, and,
on entering the royal premiscs, found His Majesty hacking and hewing
in pieces a spare bedstead which stood in the front of his cabin, in-
tended for him to recline on when he found his cabin couch too hot to
be comfortable, The king was boiling with rage, roaring and swinging
the hatchet about with great fury. The bedstead was more than half
demolished by the time I appeared, and he was scolding some of his
attendants with this instrument in his upraised hand. He did not
appear to be master of himself, I thought it was best to lose no time,
so walked quietly forward and fixing my eyes steadily on his, gently
placed my hand upon his wrist, saying with a smile and in a kind
manner, “Give me the hatchet, Sir.”” He immediately resigned the
’ instrument into my hands ; but, in doing so told me that he had been
disgraced by one of his attendants having slept upon the bedstead ; and
his only request was that it might be destroyed and thrown overboard
without a moment’s delay. Seeing the distress and agitation he was in,
I promised to do what he desired ; and in a few minutes with the aid of
the ship’s carpenter, the unlucky bedstead was dismantled and consigned
to the waves. When this was done, the king still foaming with rage,
strode into his cabin, darting fierce glances at every one around him,
not excepting myself and I confess I then, for the first time, thought
how dreadful his anger must have been when he had occasion to display
it on the throne of Kandy, over his defenceless subjects. This morning,
to our great comfort, we tacked for Madras and I went to tell the king
~of it, He declined visiting the Captain’s cabin, looked disconsolate and

would scarcely answer any of my questions. His wivese were seated on

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org °




SRI VIKRAMA RAJASINHA’S DEPORTATION. 547

the deck at his feet. They had been weepiﬁg. On being informed that we
had been put about for Madras, he heard the intelligefice with perfect
indifference. He was much altered in his manner, He said we might take
him where we pleased It was all the same to him. I regretted this dep-
ression of mind, and tried to raise his spirits by conversation, but without
suécess, we consequently parted and I saw him no more this day.

21st February.

Early this morning “land’”’ was vociferated by a seaman at the
mast-head, and I acquainted the king with the joyful intelligence.The land
we made was Pulicat, We stood in to view the road-stead, which was
crowded with country craft. The king regarded the cheerful prospect
from his port and seemed more content, now that he was sure soon to
be relieved from his floating prison.

We dropped down from Pulicat gently, and early the following
morning saw the white palaces of Madras. About 12 at noon the
““Cornwallis” came to an anchor, and I despatched a letter to the
Madras Government announcing the arrival of the dethroned monarch,
his family, and adherents. I speedily received instructions to land them
all forthwith, but was directed to meet the Commissioners, who were to
receive charge of them, in the first instance. I accordingly landed in a
Massulie! boat, proceeded to the Custom House and was there
received by W. McTaggart, Esq., our Agent at this Presidency. After
the usual forms having been gone through at the Custom House, I went
with Mr. McTaggart to the Town Major's Captain McDonald’s office,
who, with Major Marriot of the Engineers, had been nominated
Commissioners for receiving the royal captives. Having made the
necessary arrangements for their embarkation, I returned to the
“Cornwallis” and acquainted His Majesty that he must prepare to
land. At the same time several Massulie boats came off to receive the
party. To my surprise, some impediments to his quitting the ship were
thrown in our way by the king himself, but none were of any
consequence. He said neither himself nor his queens had any proper
clothes to land in. After a long and harassing discussion, I recommended
His Majesty to land in the same dress he embarked in at Colombo, and
promised to get some muslins sent off from the shore for his wives.
Accordingly a messenger was despatched to Mr. McTaggatt stating the
wants of the ladies, and mentiontng their number, when ‘a supply of

1. *“The surf boat used on the Coromandel Coast; of capacious size, and
formed of planks sc%n tcgether with coir-twine'”.
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golden muslins was quickly received, in which they immediately enrobed
themselves. Much time was consumed in adjusting certain forms and
ceremonies, which the king thought indispensable before he quitted the
ship. He directed the attendants to line the gangway according to
their rank and consequence, . The various emblems of his dignity
which he still possessed were posed by His Majesty with the greatest
possible precision. While superintending these matters, he two or three
times told me that that he found some of his property missing, but I
saw that this was only a feint to create a delay. After much refractory
conduct which gave me a good deal of uneasiness, he consented to dress,
and about 5 o’ clock, p.m,, he appeared on deck, decorated as he was
when he took his leave of the shores of Ceylon, It would be difficult
to describe this dress, He wore enormously wide trousers of satin
striped yellow, green, and red, with a multitude of gold buttons down
their outward seams from the hip to the ankle, A white satin waist-
coat richly embroidered with gold flowers, a gold band encircled the
edge round the neck. The sleeves were short, widely puffed, and
slashed after the Spanish fashion, They were richly embroidered, and
had handsome stiff white lace round their edges. He woure a wide
point lace ruff round his neck, and beneath it a most beautiful lace
tippet starched, which hung in the shape of a semi-circle, down his
back and over his shoulders, His head was adorned with a white satin
Kandyan cap. The top of the cap rose like a cone, and was sur-
mounted by a small spire, to which were attached several horizontal
gold crosses, one above another, and from the points of each cross hung
some beautiful gems, rubies, emeralds and sapphires. Round the
bottom of the cap there was a gold band studded with precious stones,
In his hand he carried a white pocket handkerchief, and his feet were
covered with red velvet slippers embroidered with gold, curving high
from the toe,

The ladies and all the attendants being assembled, His Majesty
ordered the former to be lowered into the boat afterwards he descended
himself. The rest of the suite followed in other boats, and I proceeded
in one to the beach by myself.

On quitting the “Cornwallis’ and turning our eyes to the shore we
beheld a sceffe which was truly interesting. The beach was covered as
far as the eye could reach with a densé mass of the native population of
Madras, and of the adjacent districts, who were assembled to see the
deposed sovereign and witness his landing. They %ere all clean and
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neatly dressed with turbans white as snow on their heads.” In the front
ranks were some natives of superior consequence whe were splendidly
dressed. Great numbers present were of the same caste with the king
himself. As His"Majesty’s boat approached, the latter rushed into the
sea by scores, and strove to bear the boat upon their shoulders, but the
vidlence of the surf frustrated all their efforts. Some received severe
contusions in the attempt, while others were picked up almost in a
drowning state. This devotion to the person of the fallen monarch
told pretty plainly the sentiments with which the late Malabar Ruler of
Kandy was received by the people of this Coast. During the time the
boat was pulling ashore, His Majesty stood erect at the stern resting one
arm on the shoulder of his chief naike, and the other on his hip. He
frequently addressed the attendants, commanding their silence, and
when the boat reached the shore he received the general homage of the
assembled thousands with a slight inclination of his head. At one time
the breakers burst with so much fury over his boat that it threw the
rowers off their seats and the king was precipitated backwards. He
would have bruised himself severely if he had not been caught in falling
by his attendants, He quickly recovered himself and instantaneously
resumed his former posture as if nothing had happened, while an
exclamation of consternation and regret at the moment escaped from
the lips of the throng before him, At length palanquins arrived to
receive the royal party, into which His Majesty sent the ladies first and
afterwards got into his own, They were then conducted into tents a
few hundred yards from the place of landing where they were to rest
previous to setting off for Vellore, the Fort destined to be the place of
their future confinement and exile.

I then proceeded to the king’s tent where the Commissioners were
in readiness to take charge of him. Being about to enter, His Majesty
suddenly placed his hand upon my breast to prevent my doing so. 1
understood what he meant. He thought it degrading to himself to
stand upon the same carpet with me, but as the sort of feeling was one
which I had been prohibited from encouraging, I calmly removed his
hand, and stepped into the centre of the apartment requesting at the
same time that Major Marriot and Captain McDonald, who were at the
door, would follow me, They did so as also the interpreters, when I
addressed His Majesty in a brief manner, recapitulating-the object of
my mission, the intentions of the British Government with regard to
him, the pains which Captain O’Brien and myself had taken to render
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his passage on board the “Cornwallis” agreeable, and concluded by
hoping that we-had not failed in giving him that satisfaction in the
discharge of our duty which we had felt so anxious to do. The king
replied at great length, in a manner both eloquent and dignified, and
ended by saying that he had ,every reason to approve the conduct of
those to whom the care of himself and his people had been entrusted
hitherto and hoped that the gentlemen to whose care he was about to
be consigned would treat him as courteously and kindly as we had done.
I then acquainted the Madras Government that their charge had begun,
and that mine had ceased, after which I left the tent, and beheld the
captive king no more, !

Next day I reported to the Ceylon Government the arrival of the
“Cornwallis’”” at Madras, and the important transfer which had taken
place, when the following letter from the Secretary for the Kandyan
Province at Colombo soon after reached me at Madras.

Kandyan Office,
Colombo, 8th March, 1816
Sir,

I am directed by his Excellency the Governor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 23rd of February, reporting the arrival and
safe landing of the late king of Kandy with his family and followers at
Madras and that they had been delivered into the charge of Major
Marriot, under the orders of the Government of Fort St, George,

His Excellency desires to express his approbation of the manner in
which you have conducted the business of your mission to a satisfactory
termination, and has conveyed his thanks to Captain O’Brien for the
attention shown to the late king and his family, on board His Majesty’s
ship,

I have etc,,
(Signed) J. SUTHERLAND,

Secy., Kand. Prov.
W. Granville, Esqr.,

&c., &c., &c.,
MADRAS,

1. He died at Vellore on 30th Jany: 1832. A son born to him in exile died
in 1843 leaving two widows but no children. *r R



The Tirukoyil Inscription
BY
Historicus.

HE above inscription is on the northern arm and western side of a
square stone post about 4} feet in length, fixed in front of the
Tirukoyil temple. On the southern side is an elaborate ¢ vairava
sulam” (trident) and on the eastern side is a peacock ‘vakanam ”’
(chariot) supporting the asthiram (emblem) of the god of war
(Kathirai andavan or Skanda). At the top of the inscription are the
signs of the sun and moon. On the southern side below the ‘“sulam’™
is a modern inscripticn, about 40 years old, to the effect that Palipodi
Thampipodi brought this stone and fixed it there.

The late Mr. Neville’s transcription and translation:—
(@) Sri Sanka Pothi Paruma Réna Thiripuvanas Sakkara-
®  aththikal Sri Visya VAku Thevarku 4ndu paththavathil thai

matham 2o thiyathi
() Sivanina Sankakara Koyilukku koduththa Vovwila ithai

thanmaththukku akitham se(y)thdnakil Kenkaik karaiyil karam
pasuvaik konra pavathaik kolla kadavarakavum

«“On the twentieth day of the month of January of th tenth
year of Deva Sri Wijaya Bahu (of the family) of the Tri-bhuwana
Chakravartis (descended from the) Paruma Réna Sri Sanga B0,
Bowila (Vovila) was given to the temple of Sivanina Sankara.
Should any one do anything in his power prejudical to this, let
him acquire the sin of killing a Karin cow on the banks of the
Ganges.” |

With this inscription should be compared that of Sri Sanga Bo
Sri Wijaya Bahu at Dondra, published by Professor Davids in the
Journal R. A. S. (Ceylon) 1870-71, dated Saka 1432, and in the fourth
year of his reign, If the Bowila grant is by the same king, our grant
must be of Saka 1438. It is, however, possible our grant is by
Wijaya BahueVI A.D. 1398-1410; and it may also be by Wijaya
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Pahu III, A.D. 1240-1267. Had our grant been by the Wijaya Bahu
of Saka 1432, it is quite unlikely it would have omitted the Saka year.
(The Taprobanian 1, 4) .

Transliteration and translation by the late Archaez)logical Commis-
sioner. kindly communicated toethe writer by Mr. H, W. Codringto‘l.l
on z3-10-34.

I Sri-san- 14 dil Tai- (til) 27 dam sé- (tam)
2 gabo- (Kavo) 15 madam—(matam) 28 danagi- (tandki-)
3 diparma- (ti parma-) 16 20-tiyadi—I(tiyati) 29 1 Gen- (Ken)
4 n—ana Ti- 17 Sivanana- 30 gai-kka- (kai-kka)
5 riblivana- 18 Sankara(ka)r 31 raiyil
6 - chchakkira- 19 koyil- 32 karam-pa-
7 vattiga- 20 lukku 33 suvai-k-
8 1 Sri-Vi- 21 kodut- 34 konra
9 jayava- (sayava) 22 tav-o- 35 pavattai
I0 gudéva- (Ku téva) 23 laii- 36 kol-
11 1ku a- 24 nda dan.- (inta tan) 37 la-kadava-
12 ndupa- 25 mattuk- 38 ragavum
13 ttava (ttavs) 26 ku agi- (aki) (rakavum)

On the 20th day of the month of Tai in the 10th year of the reign
of Sanghabodhivarman alias Tribhuvanachakravartin Vijayabahudeva,e
a gift (net specified) was made to the temple of Sivajnana-Sankara.
Any one who causes obstruction to the charity shall incur the sin of
killing tawny cows on the banks of the Ganges.

Date—Sixteenth century according to the Indian Epigraphical
Department.
Text. Transliteration and Translation by Historicus.

1 (ojem 14 Soeos 27  Swlls

2 &Gum 15 wrgw 28 sred

3 Sumw 16 2wHwb 29 @OsH

4 @ h 17 &eugprem 30 mzss

5 Mlyeueor 18 smsmn 31 ewoullev

6 ss@0 19 Gsmullev 32 somibu

T ws8s 20 4G 33 Femous

8 an&plal 21 Qa&n@g 34 Oanem
-9 swaeun 22 5QGeu 35 unougens
10 B8sau - 23 ollal 36 Qaren
11 os@ey : 24 o g Feor @ 3T endareun

2 ewmGU 20 wIHHs 38 wyaayin

3 & &6y 26 G299 o .



THE TIRUKOYIL INSCRIPTION.

I sri-san
2 kapd.
3 thi parama
4 ninathi- °°
5 1l puvana
6® chakkira-
7 vaththika-
8 1srivi-
Q sayava-
10 Ku théva-
11 rku a-
12 ndu pa-
13 ththava-

T4
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

thil thai
matham
20 thiyathi
sivagnana
sankarar
koyil-
lukku
koduth
tha vé.
vil-i-

ntha thon-
maththuk-
ku aki-

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

by
)
oo

tham se-
thanaki-

1 kan-
kaik ka-
raiyil
karam pa-
suvaik
konra
pavaththai
kol-

la kadava-
nakavum

On the 20th day of the month of Thai in the tenth year (of his
reign) Sri Sangabodivarman alias the Emperor of the three worlds
(divisions) Sri Vijayabahuthévar granted Vévil to Sivagnana Sankarar

Koyil,

If any one do harm to this charity he shall incur the sin of
killing the sacred cow on the bank of the Ganges,

Date—I would give the approximate date of the above inscription
to be the 3rd day of February 1075.
*

HISTORICUS.




Grievances of the Chamber of Colombo

The Chamber of Colombo to the King of Portugal:
Colombo, 21 November, 1618.

Translated from a MS. (India, 1618,) in the

Archivo das Colonias, Lisbon,

Sire,

As good and loyal subjects we all rejoice at the news of the good
health of Your Majesty and of the Royal family which may God
preserve and protect for the welfare of Christianity.

A letter of the last year of 1617 which Your Majesty ordered to be
sent, was delivered to us and from it we see that all our complaints have
been placed before you, but in spite of Your Majesty’s order they have
not yet been remedied; they rather go on increasing: and as Your
Majesty orders us therein to inform you of all matters pertaining te
your service and to the welfare and tranquillity of this Conquest, we are
sending Your Majesty (a writing containing) a list of our grievances,
the only.remedy that is possible, and some observations necessary for
the welfare of this Island and City.

The City is situated on the coast in a bay which has no fort nor
any defence except some mud walls (taipas) ill-repaired and some stones
on the land side, but along the sea there is no defence whatever except
some houses among which is that of the Captain which we call the
fortalice and is the worst house of all in the City, and which we expect
to fall on his head. Your Majesty granted this City the gift of a
voyage to China in the time of the Vicerov Matias d’Albuquerque,
which he sold and of which he recovered the money without ever
giving it to this City though the City asked and begged several times
for the erection of a fortalice; so that he enjoyed the said voyage and
this City remained as before without any fortification, which is the
 more necessary today on account of the Hollanders who pass this coast
every year. Therefore we beg Your®Majesty in view of the many
services which this City has rendered and is at present rendering, to
 grant the same voyage so that therewith a fortalice carPbe built as this

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. .

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org ®



GRIEVANCES OF THE CHAMBER OF COLOMBO. 555

City is so exposed and is the capital of this Island, and that this grant
may have precedence over all other grants, and be-dndependent of the
Viceroy and the General and that this City alone may sellor do what-
ever else it thmks good directly or by means of procurators,

, It is now two years that the wars of this Island have ceased as
peace has been made! with the king of Candea, who made war on us
only in times past and that peace was very welcome for had it not
been made, as the misgovernment of the General® and his Captain-
Major wished, not only would we have lost the whole Island but
we should even have had much trouble to maintain ourselves in this
City for while it was being made this Island was so exposed on several
occasions that if the casados of this City, who always took part in the
battles and other perils, had not fought along with the army in the
encounters with the enemy, it would without doubt have been lost, as
the soldiers were like sheep without a shepherd. The conditions of
this peace the General must have given you, but the principal one was
that he (the king) submitted as a vassal to Your Majesty paying
annually a small tribute. His lands are of small importance and little
revenue, and as he had been asking for peace for many years past
without their consenting to make it, he has since the peace shown
himself a loyal vassal of Your Majesty. Even before the peace, with
great magnanimity he set free more than two hundred Portuguese
whom he had taken in the two forts® which he captured, and let them
come to this City without ransom, whom he had maintained for some
months doing them many favours even when the warfare was at its
highest ; and he did not wait till the peace was complete to send them,
but when negotiations began he gave them leave to come, as they did.
We think that Your Majesty has many reasons for confirming that
peace and recommending the Generals of this Island to favour him and
help him and to live in good peace and friendship with him as long as
he does his duty. One of his Captains being dissatisfied with the peace
revolted against him and against us with some 500 people, and took
for their head and king a certain Madune, who some years ago when
pursued by our army, fled to the coast on the other side of the gulf and
lived there on the continent. He came at the invitation of this rebel,
and he gave us as much ado as the rebel Don Joao of former times,

1. See ante Vol. IT 529-538, III 155-166
2. Nuno Alvares Pereira
3

Bal2na & Sabaragamuwa



556 . CENYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

the greatest enemy we had in’ this Island, And the times show very
well, what we have-seen before, that the Generals do not want to have
done with the conquest of this Island as we shall show. \fith good and
clear reasons.

We had made peace with the ‘King of Candea before king Madung,
who is now our enemy, came to this Island, and it was known in this
City that he was getting ready to come at the invitation of the rebel
Captain Barreto! : it was therefore the duty of the General to order to
lie in wait for him in the passage or on the coast of the Island on the
side of Batecalou where it was sure he would disembark, to avoid
revolutions and rebellions. But he not only did not send men to lie in
wait for him, but when four honourable cavaliers, casados of this City,
who foresaw the troubles that were to be expected from his arrival,
offered to go with four vessels equipped at their cost either to take him
in the crossing or at least to prevent him, [the General] refused to give
permission, saying that they were needed here. As soon as Madune set
out for this Island another cavalier who was a casado and Captain,
knew of it and offered to go by land with a thousand native troops to
await him at the disembarkation; and [the General] refused this also
on some pretext; all this shows that they do not seek the tranquillity
of the land, either because they know better or because in their malice
they do not want this country to be in tranquillity, The fact is that
coveteousness blinds their understanding, for when there is war many
blacks, men and women, are taken captive, even in our very villages
and many head of cattle, which are sold or ransomed for much and
good money: Moreover a General is master of all the villages and
makes use of the revenues of Your Majesty, and for these reasons he
does not like tranquillity; only we, the foreiros, suffer, and Your
Majesty loses the revenues and your cinnamon which is not made, for
either the General impedes and prevents it being made, so that his own
cinnamon may have greater value, or gets cinnamon from the Cinnamon-
peelers who are bound to make cinnamon for Your Majesty : We know
at least for certain that in the last year of 1617 no cinnamon was made,
not even one quintal for Your Majesty, though more than a thousand
ares of cinnamon were made for the General and for his friends, and
hus the prohibition of making cinnamon is only for the inhabitants of
this City who. have to meet their negessities with it and to find the

1. Antonio Barreto. He was not a Captain but a soldier in the Portuguese
rmy. See the Kustantinu Hatana. ®
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capital which gives in custom duties much more than now, for this
Island began to be populated on account of the trade (in cinnamon)
which has now ceased for there is no other : of which all complain, as
they see that others enjoy at their ease what they have gained at the
cost of lancewounds and so many deaths and wounds; and especially
Pecause many injustices and tyrannies are done to them with the
might of the arm of Your Majesty who being too far to hear the
complaints there is no remedy for it.

To speak now of the remedy for these injustices which we suffer
we must tell Your Majesty that we continue to suffer the same evils
that the cavaleiros of Damao suffered for a long time without the King
of Portugal being able to remedy them, for so powerful were the
Captains of that fort on account of the lands and revenues, as the
Generals of this Island now are ; and when the complaints reached the
ears of the most Christian king Dom Sebastian, whom God has in Glery,
he had pity on them and issued a patent which he sent to that City in
which he ordered that to prevent the evils which the inhabitants of
that City of Damao complained, which could not be without good cause,
it was for his service that the Captains of the fort of Damao that were
at the time or would be in the future, should have neither authority
nor dominion in the lands and villages of foreiros; but that if ever

Lhere were disturbances or war with an enemy, that City should elect an
honourable cavalier of experience and merit to be Captain-Major of the
field, who should have power in and out of the walls, and to whom the
Viceroy should send a patent of Captain-Major, and that in the stock-
ades on the frontiers that same City should place Captains to defend
them. With this remedy the City was relieved and it prospered and
became populous and no more complaints were heard, and it preserved
itself in peace and tranquillity with the neighbouring kings, for they
enjoyed the villages, and the revenues of Your Majesty increased. This
same remedy, which is nothing novel and which was so efficacious, w
too beg of Your Majesty to be pleased to grant to this City also, f
there are here many cavaliers of courage and experience who could wel
fill that post as well as the frontier stockades, and in a short time this
Island will be at peace and will be preserved in peace and tranquillit
not only because of its value but also because of the reward which You
Majesty would thus offer to these who do well as well as for the fear o
punishment if they do badly; giving them as advisers of their Counci
the aldermen® and judges of this year: and that as the Generals hav
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not yet consented to distribute” the lands in order to enjoy the greater
part of them on the pretence........ and maintain lascarins, this City
and the foreiros wish to undertake to maintain all lascarins that are
necessary for the conquest, distributing the duty of maintaining a
lascarin to each one who has a gent of a hundred pardaos, and two to
those who have two hundred and three to those who have thrée
hundred and so on; and thus by distributing the villages to the
Portuguese as Your Majesty ordered, the lascarins too will all be
accommodated and they will moreover by this means lose their mettle by
not possessing villages and will then cease to rebel, and Your Majesty’s
service will prosper and this City will be content and free from the
disturbances and upheavals which are common now as we have to please
the General though we see clearly that he shows greater disposition to
desolate and destroy this City and to disturb and annoy it by his bullies
than the rebel enemy.

In past years we continued to remind Your Majesty how necessary
it was to erect forts in the ports of this Island like Jafanapatam,
Triqunemali and Batecalou, to prevent thereby the passage of muni-
tions and foreigners and merchandice which the enemy obtains through
these ports; and as India today suffers much not only from lack of
custom dues which now yield much less, but also from wars which
break out every day and have to be attended to though it has not the
means tqQ wage war nor to conduct them in the way now required cn
account of the Hollanders, who usually sail in these seas, it will at
present be enough if four or six light rowing vessels should be cruising
along this coast from Batecalou to Jafanapatam, a thing which the
- Generals never did though it was very necessary, This City will take up
one on its own account and equip it, if Your Majesty will issue a patent
expressly for the purpose, and give it likewise the power to elect a
Captain-Major of the field, as pointed out above: we shall then live in
security and the lands, being relieved of the yoke of Generals, will

leld as much revenue as will be quite enough for the expenses of the
tsland and for building the three forts and to send more help to India.
It costs Your Majesty little to order this to be tried for three years and
if unsuccessful to be given to a fidalgo who will rule as a monarch, for
we have seen that Francisco Roxo, a foundling, who did not know who
his father was, but having been brought up in this Island rose to be
-aptain of estancias and Captain-Major and finally even General under
¢he name of Don Francisco de Menezes, and none hasego far equalled

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. °
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org ®
L]



GRIEVANCES OF THE CHAMBER OF COLOMBO. 559

him in war; and Your Majesty has seen and experien;:ed this in the
case of many masters of the field in Italy and other parts who have
become great Captams though born of humble parents, and deserved
those posts by thelr own valour and it js for that Your Majesty is
conquering the world ; while on the comtrary because India does not
folfow that system, it is being lost, for the Viceroys at the cost of Your
Majesty’s honour and revenue give these offices to their relatives and
servants who have no experience, and so alsoc do the Generals and the
veteran soldiers scarred with wounds are left out though they are
worthy of such offices, who see the mistakes and disorders in war
without being able to remedy them, as they are never heard or
summoned (to council) because they are not fidalgos, who are the
people who eat up the whole of India and have brought it to des-
truction; and if the rebellion of this Island could be quelled by a
youth of twenty years, as Captain-Major of the field without any
experience, how much better would a cavalier of experience of this
City be, who has the counsel of those who are moved by the credit and
honour of this City entrusted by Your Majesty with the charge of this
conquest, and who at the same time are working for themselves and
for their relatives and friends to enjoy in peace the villages, as the
inhabitants of Damao do now as we have pointed out above. That is
the best means for this Island to have done with the conquest and for
the superintendents of revenue to collect Your Majesty’s revenues

which the generals now enjoy, for it will be impossible to root out
their power in any other way, as we shall show at greater length in the
information.

This City has a patent of the Viceroy Don Martin A fonso de Castro
in which, in Your Majesty’s name, he granted it the privileges of Evora
on condition of its being confirmed by Your Majesty. If Your Majesty ’
confirms it as we have asked through oar procurators, and as we hope
Your Majesty will do, this Island will increase in population and honour
seeing that Your Majesty has your eyes on it to favour it and honour
it with the favours and privileges mentioned above and we shall
be able to say confidently that there is not in the whole of India any
city in which there are today men who have deserved so well in Your
Majesty’s service as in this, a thing which was shown very well in the
recent rebellion, in which the gsados alone were the ones who fought
and repelled the enemy, often leaving the field sown with many dead,
and we confess that the soldiers would do the same if they had a
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Captain, but as they are going about undisciplined and directed by a
boy, the brothersin-law of the General, who lacked many qualities for it,
they go to war like sheep without a shepherd, and the. greatest fault of
this fidalgo is this, and he himself knows it, that he did not place in the
army a Captain-Major of experience, for if he had done so the war

would not have lasted six months. 3

In this rebellion there died on the field some casados, men of
merit, of whom the chief ones are the two GIl. Fernao Caldeira and
Antonio de Couto, who served in this Island for many years as Captains
of the estancias and Captain-Majors of the field: they died while
serving as Captain-Majors of the advance guard of the army. They had
many children and their wives are very poor, We beg Your Majesty to
order the deputies of the Board to remember to provide for them with
villages according to the merits of their parents, and the fact that Your
Majesty thinks of the children of those who were killed will encourage
the living to serve like them.

While engaged in writing this letter there came to this City
Constantino de Sa de Noronha as General sent by the Count Viceroy,
whom we welcome as one well known to have served Your Majesty
well, and we rejoice at his arrival, and we hope, from what we have
seen of him, that, if the times do not make him change, he will do
much in this Island and will bring peace and calm, and if he does so it
will be easier for us to preserve it under an elected Captain—-Major of The
field for this City, without a general as we have pointed out above.

We were also given a letter of Your Majesty of this year of 1618,
which rejoiced us because of the patent which Your Majesty issued to
us ordering that our lands be not taken from us, for which we kiss
your hands, It is a deed worthy of so Catholic and Christian a king
as Your Majesty is, to think of your humble and loyal subjects and to
free us from so heavy a subjection as we suffered so long.
~ Praying to God for the life and state of Your Majesty, which may
he increase for many and long years.

Written by me, Andre Mendes d’Araujo Clerk of the Chamber
during the absence of the permanent one, Joao Nunes Fra, in the
Chamber, on this the 2.ISt of November, 1618.

(Sgd.) Joao Telez

. Fco. Caldra
Bento de Saa
Fce. Marques




Kandyan State “Trial

(Continued from p. 527 )

APPENDIX IL.

Copy of a proposed Memorial to his Majesty, transmitted to the
Governor at his request by Dunuwille, late Dessave, in the month of
May, 1834, and referred to in the address recently delivered by His
Excellency at Kandy.

Sheweth —That since the days of King Wijaya who landed on the
Island of Ceylon 2376 years ago, with the first €Colony that peopled it,
the higher offices of State, and also most of the minor offices of trust
and consequence were conferred upon proper personsof the Goyi Wanse
or agriculturist caste, which in this Island is the principal and most
respectable tribe; and under the care of such Officers the institutions
of this Country were sedulously maintained and the general welfare
of its inhabitants promoted,

« Dhat in the year 2323 of the Era of Buddhu, being the year 1780
of the Christian Era, and in the reign of King Rajadhi Raja Singha, the
164th Sovereign of this Country, Mr. Andrews a Civil Servant of the
Hon’ble the East India Company, was sent hither from Madras on a
political mission, The result of his Conferences with the Kandyan
Chiefs was a resolution to retrieve the maritime provinces of this Island
from the dominion of Holland and to place them under the Government
of Britain. Mr, Andrews then returned to Madras, accompanied by
Meegastenne Dessave and Denagomuwe Dessave, Chiefs of high
authority and influence, who having been admitted to an audience o
His Excellency the Governor of that presidency, concludeda treat
with him and then returned to Ceylon. According to the terms of
that treaty, the King of Kandy sent down a- numerous body of his
armed subjects headed by chosen Chiefs, to co-operate with the English
Forces at the siege of Colombo ® which with the other seaports of the
Island, being then surrendered, were annexed to the British Dominions.
The said King Rajadhi Raja Singha and his chief Ministers, in
attestation of $he joy® which they felt on that occasion, bestowed
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valuable glfts on the leaders of the British Forces, and the Kandyan
nation celebrated the event of the surrender of Colombo and the
maritime districts to the British Crown by pubhc. rejoicings, and
anticipated the felicity of a.constant friendship with The English nation.

That in the year of Budfhu 2340, answering to the yearqof
Christ 1798, the Kandyan Chiefs installed their last Indian King, Sree
Wickreme Rajah Singba on the throne of this kingdom, and he did for
some time, as was incumbent, conform to the established usages, and
duly respect the institutions of the Country ; but after the war© of
1803, which was conducted by Major Davy, the King began to deviate
from the line of conduct observed by his predecessors; he dispensed with
the advice and slighted the admonitions of his faithful Ministers, and
being guided by his own will infringed the laws of the land and the
sacred institutes of the established Religion, He subdivided each of the
lands called Dessavonies, and the lesser districts called Ratta, and in
the place of one chieftain over a whole province or district he appointed
several, thus increasing the number of Chiefs of superior rank. He
introduced wvarious other changés and innovations, and not only
distressed his subjects, but by his cruelties he also raised the indignation
of the English Government. ;

The Kandyan Chiefs and people becoming discontented, concurred
n thinking it proper that the King should be removed—the Chiefs then
in the course of taking counsel for effecting such purpose, reflected on
the splendid merits which fame ascribed to the English Government.
They had learnt from various documents transmitted to this Country by
Mr. D’'Oyley V) that the principles of the English Government were to
maintain inviolate the ancient institutions, to support the established
Religion, and by all means to promote the prosperity of every country—
and they had also been informed by their friends in the maritime
provinces how happy their inhabitants were since the English Govern-
ment was established over them, owing to the integrity, impartiality and
justice of their rulers—and thus they came to the conclusion that it
would be most beneficial to their Country if it was placed under the
Sovereignty of His Britannic Majesty, for all classes of the inhabitants
might then rely upon having their respective rights and privileges
accorded to them, and that especially the great families of this Country
would be justly maintained in their ®ancient stations and dignities.
Being satisfied respecting these matters, the Chieftains used their best
endeavours to secure the adherence of the minor headm®n as well as the
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assent of the Priests and the concurrence of the inhabitants in general
towards effecting the object so desired : and thereupon the then premier
Kandyan Chief Eheylapola ® 1st. Adigar, with several other persons of
distinguished families in this Country, and many inferior Headmen,
repaired to Colombo and representéd to His = Excellency Governor
Browurlgg that it was the earnest wish of the Kandyan Chiefs and
people to cede their Country to the British Government. When
afterwards the British troops under the command of His Excellency
General Brownrigg entered the Kandyan Territory they were met by
the Kandyan Chieftains on the borders and welcomed as friends, and
were supplied with all such necessaries as this Country afforded, and
the leading people amongst the Kandyans took such effectual measures
for the comfort and safety of the troops, that not a single casualty
happened amongst them till they took possession of this Country. The
Kandyans were also instrumental in the capture of their since deposed
King and his family, and by their means also did the English Govern-
ment become possessed of a large share of the Royal Treasures.

Having thus voluntarily submitted to the English Government,
they formally transferred their allegiance to his Britannic Majesty, at a
convention held at the Palace of Kandy on the 2nd of March 1815,
between His Excellency General Brownrigg, acting in the name and
Hehalf of His Majesty King George The Third and His Roval Highness
George Prince Regent on the one part, and the Kandyan €hiefs on
behalf of the inhabitants of this Country on the other part. At the
said convention amongst other things it was agreed and established,
that to the Adigars, Dessaves and all others Chiefs and subordinate
Headmen, should be saved (' the rights, privileges, and powers of their
respective offices, and to all other classes of the people the safety of their
Civil rights and immunities according to the laws, institutions and
customs established and in force amongst them.

In just accordance with the terms of that Convention, the Kandy
Chiefs of higher order and the subordinate Headmen had all their figh
and privileges duly guaranteed to them for several years; but latterl
some of the Kandyan appointments of rank and consequence have been
abolished, and the rights and emoluments which were appropriated t
various other appointments have been con51derably diminished.
However, as they believed thaf Government acted in this manner onl
from motives of economy and that present circumstances rendered su
retrenchménts’ necessary, the Kandyan Chiefs and Headmen not onl
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refrained from t.roubling the British authorities by expressing their regrets
and alarms at tlfese new arrangements, but also continued on all

" occasions to evince a cheerful acquiescence and dutiful submission and
were as sedulous as before in endeavouring by every means in their
power to strengthen the attachment of the inhabitants to this Govern-
ment, and to render their personal services on all occasions readily
available for accomplishing various public works, such as Roads,
Bridges, Rest-houses etc., for the Chiefs and Headmen justly and
reasonably hoped, by such demonstrations of dutifulness and loyalty, to
merit due consideration for their own temporal interests and for the
established Religion of their country.

" His gracious Majesty King George The Third out of kindness to his
subjects in the Island of Ceylon, ordered Commissioners to be sent
hither to enquire and ascertain the propriety and the impropriety of the
measures of its Government and of its other affairs, and the said Com-
missioners having ascertained the distresses to which the inhabitants of
the Kandyan Provinces were subjected, contemplated various measures
for effectually ® relieving them-—and the consequent representa-
tions made by them when they had returned to England having met
with generous consideration in the Royal Council, many benefits have
resulted therefrom. Notwithstanding which, however, the inhabitants
of this Country can never cease to grieve and repine at the new
subdivisjons and partitions of the Kandyan Territory by which portior®
thereof have been incorporated with different Seaport Districts and
placed under Government Agencies in the maritime provinces.®) The
grief they feel*on this account is not unjust and imaginary, but is
forcibly excited by circumstances of daily occurrence resulting from
this new system. Although there are Assistant Agents of Government
/in the Kandyan Districts to whom the inhabitants may have access at
all times on ordinary business, yet on various particular occasions they
must travel a great distance to call on the principal Government
gents @ whose residences are in Seaport stations—many of the
nhabitants of Udaratte or the Central Province, as it is at present
designated, possess estates in the Dessavonies, and whenever it became
necessary for them on account of such lands to appear before a British
authority, they could readily repair to the Provincial Agent’s Cutcherry
or to the ch.i'ef Cutcherry in the town of Kandy, but now they are
obliged on such occasions to undertak® a long and toilsome journey
nd thus incur great expense for provisions and for paying the various
tolls etc,, and the risk of being attacked and robbed ®n the highway,
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of falling sick at insalubrious places which they had never frequented
before, and of being harassed and insulted by strangers who have no
regard to their feelings and prejudices.

That in c.or?sequence of the dismemberment of the Kandyan
Dessavonies, and their annexation to the contiguoﬁs maritime provinces,
the office of the Dessave might be deemed incompatible with such
arrangements and be consequently abolished,® and in such case the
offices of the 1st and 2nd Adigar will be unnecessary.— The apprehension
of the probable abolition of these ancient and honourable Offices of
their native Country causes in the minds of all classes of Kandyans the
deepest sorrow and regret.—They had no reason whatever at the period
of the Convention aforesaid, to expect so great a calamity as the
abolition of the offices of Adigar and Dessave, which are coeval with
he oldest institutions of this Country and on the attainment of which
dignified offices always depended the perpetuation of the honour and
consideration of the noblest families of this Country—mnor can the
Kandyan Chiefs and the nation in general now conceive how they
have deserved so great a misfortune. Some persons who entertain
unfriendly sentiments regarding the Kandyans, and condemn the honour
of their country, may probably allege in justification of the abolition of
these dignities, that the Kandyans have rebelled against His Britannic
Majesty’s Government in the year 1818, did thereby forfeit all their
sight to expect that the terms of the Convention should be any longer
held sacred—but such ungenerous and undiscriminating arguments will
appear unworthy of notice, on considering that the disaffection alluded
to had not ® spread throughout the whole of the Kandyan Country,
and that the majority of the Kandyan Chiefs, far from adhering to the
malcontent party, were actually engaged in counteracting their measures
and sedulous in persuading the misguided insurgents to return to their
allegiance. Many of the Kandyan Chiefs who even risked their lives in
endeavours to quell the said rebellion, received substantial and lasting
rewards from Government, and salutes were even fired at the return
the most distinguished amongst them from the field. Thus it will
obvious that to make a whole ™ nation suffer for the faults of com-
paratively a few infatuated individuals would not be consistent with
justice, and the Petitioners with the utmost humility for themselves
and for the poor nation whom they represent, beg to express their
earnest hope and reliance, that a just discrimination may be mad
between the guilty and the innocent, even as the bird Hangsa extrac
the milk frqm #he water wherewith it is mixed.
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That since the period of Your Majesty’s accession, Government has
relinquished the revenues heretofore derived from various sources, and
by Your Majesty’s gracious solicitude for the welfare and prosperity of
this Island, the system of compulsory labour h%s been wholly
abolished. The inhahitants are, now at liberty to trade in cinnamon
and various other means have been made available to them for acquirirfg
wealth and consideration. The natives of this Country have also the
happiness to know that Your Majesty has sanctioned their being here-
after admitted to fill some of the situations which hdave always been
exclusively held by English gentlemen ; but even the prospect of such
advancement has not abated the alarm and distress they feel at the
indjcations of the approaching abolition of their national offices of
Adigar, Dessave, etc.

The Petitioners thus venture with the utmost humility to pray
that the co-operation of their nation with the British troops at the
taking of Colombo, when the whole of the maritime provinces became
annexed to the British Crown; their having afterwards voluntarily
ceded their Country and transferred their allegiance to His Britannic
Majesty, and their loyalty and zealous services since, with the terms of the
Convention of the 2nd of March 1815, may all meet with generous
consideration, and that such consideration may operate so far in favour
of the Kandyans as to save their Country from dismemberment and
from being incorporated with maritime districts, so that it mas”
continue to subsist in its ancient integrity as the kingdom of Kandy,
and retain its celebrated name of Singhala.

The Petitioners also deprecate with earnestness, but with the
profoundest .submission, the abolition of the offices of Adigar, Dessave
and others, which were instituted in times of high antiquity and have
hlways been regarded with veneration as accessories of the constitution
of their Country. Should, however, Your Majesty deem these native
ces to be no longer neéessary, and decide on their being abolished as
utite, the Petitioners would humbly crave the enactment of an
rdinance to the effect that such of the Petitioners’ countrymen as
have held or were eligible to hold the aforesaid native offices, should
»e also eligible at present to serve the office of Assistant Government

gent, in as much as they are already conversant with the main duties
“such offices, suchr as the collection of the Grain Revenue etc., and that
process of time such of them as attain a competent knowledge of the

“nglish language and of business should be eligible alsogto some of the
.
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higher Civil Appointments, and that aintil such new appointments be
made the present holders of the offices of Adigar -and other superior
native appointments should be continued therein w1th their respective
salaries, emoluments, and honours undiminished.

And Your Ma]esty s humble Petltloners as in duty bound,
' Shall Ever Pray.

Remarks on the Above Memotial.
(a) The Kandyan reinforcement did not reach Colombo till three
days after the surrender of that place.

(b) This rejoicing was at the expulsion of a foreign enemy, who
had been constantly assailing and encroaching on the Kandyan
Territory.

(c) The cause of this war, which took place within six years and
a half after the surrender of Colombo in 1796, will be found in the
public records, The barbarities practised by the Kandyans, both
before and after the declaration of that war, and their perfidy towards
the Detachment under Major Davy’s command which surrendered to
them, was such as to preclude the possibility of maintaining friendly
relations with the Kandyan King. An armed neutrality was therefore
kept up till March 1815, when the last King was deposed, and the
XKandyan Provinces were taken possession of by the British Government
in Ceylon, and a Convention was subsequently entered into. e

(d) Sir John D'Oyly’s correspondence was carried on chiefly
with Eheylapola First Adigar who was then Dessave of Saffragam, and
who fled to Colombo on his correspondence being detected, and the
mass of the people rejoiced at the invasion of the Cduntry by the
English, more from the desire of deposing the tyrant who reigned over
them, than from any preconceived notions of the principles by which
the English would govern the Country.

(¢) It was only Eheylapola and the Chiefs of Saffragam a
Three Korles who repaired to Colombo, Molligoda, late First Adiga
commanded the Kandyans who were sent to oppose the English.

(f) The 8th. Clause of the Convention® reserved ‘‘always th
inherent right of Government to redress grievances and reform abus
in all instances whatever whe}her particular or ggner::gl, where suc
interposition shall become necessary.”—But before any innovati
whatsoever was made, and while the Chiefs still exercised their powe
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in the fullest .manner, the rebellion of 1817-18 broke out, in which
almost ‘all the  Chiefs and lower orders- joined. In Sir Robert
Brownrigg’s Minute of September, 1818, the history of the rebellion,
and the necessity of altering the provisions of the Convention of 1815,
both immediately amd proSpectively, are fully and ably detailed and
those alterations involved the gradual abolition of the high offices in the
Country. That Minute will afford the best answer possible to the
pretensions set forth in this Memorial. From the date of that Minute
no innovation has been made in the Institutions of the land, which has
not also been an abridgment or surrender of the power of Government
for the general benefit both of the higher and lower orders of the
Kandyans—including the large body of the Chiefs’ families who are not
in ‘office. In whatever degree the power of the Chiefs in office may
have been prejudiced, the Government has at the same time in a still
greater degree resigned its own rights and privileges,

(g) This release from the obligation of rendering compulsory
labour, benefited every class in the nation, including Chiefs’ families,
as is acknowledged in the answer to the present Governor's speech
addressed to the Chiefs in office on the 24th of January, 1833. The
only parties prejudiced were the Chiefs and the Headmen in office,
which offices they held not by hereditary right but at the pleasure of
Government and moreover even the losses they sustained as public
functionaries were to a certain extent indemnified by pecuniagy.
compensations, The hereditary rights of the Chiefs, and established
rights of the nation at large over the tenants of their respective

villages, have been especially preserved inviolate in the King’s order
in question.

(h) Tiese subdivisions and partitions, as they are styled, were
ecommended by the Commissioners of Enquiry for the purpose of more
horoughly amalgamating the Kandyan and maritime districts.

(i) These Assistant Agents have full powers to redress grievances,
)d as District Judges, they have as much Jurisdiction as they
ossessed as Judicial Agents. And as services to the Crown are
volished, there no longer exist the same reasons for appealing to the
rincipal Agents for redress, the grievances formerly complained of
aving resulted almost exclusively from the oppressions exercised by
cal Headmen.in exacting Rajakaria, or compulsory services, either for
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the Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction, wvere made at Colombo by the
Governor on recorded evidence, without a public hearing, or the aid of
a Jury or assessors, Now all the decisions are made in the respective
Circuits by the Supreme Court, and in open Court—and the parties
have also the privilege of employing a Proctor to- plead for them. The
geievances compldined of therefore, in this place, are mnot only
unfounded, but are decidedly the reverse of the truth. These evils did
exist under the former system, but they have been most successfully
remedied by the New Charter.

(k) It has been decided and promulgated that none of these high
offices shall be abolished in the time of the present holders of them—
and future generations are admissible to the still higher offices hitherto
exclusively held by Europeans, In confirmation of this assurance one
maritime Chief was, as is well known, appointed District Judge in the
Colombo District—although his death unfortunately frustrated that
appointment,

(1) So far from this assertion being founded in fact, were nominal
lists to be prepared of all Chiefs and Headmen in office at the breaking
out of the rebellion, it would be found that nine-tenths at least joined
the rebel cause. Sir R, Brownrigg’s Minute sufficiently develops this
part of the Kandyan history.

(m) It isan act of absurdity rather than of bad faith to imply
that the late changes were introduced as a National punishment of the
rebellion of 1817. The framers of this document must have Been fully
aware that these changes were introduced solely for the benefit of the
people at large, and that the Government sustained in consequence a
loss of revenue, as well as of many feudal privileges,

\

APPENDIX TIII.

Minute by His Excellency General Sir Robert Brownrigg, addressed
to the Board of Commissioners, !

Kandy, 25 September, 1818.

A very short experience, after the acquisition of the Kang
Provinces, served to convince His Excellency the Governor, tha
system of administering the Government of these mew posses
through the medium of native €hiefs holding high privileges, which

I Refezred.to in note F of Appendix II,
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conceived to besvery little controlled by the Articles of the Convention,
was inefficient to establish the due authority 6f the Supreme Executive
power of the British Crown, for any of the purposes of securing its
stability, collecting its revenues, or ensuring the weil being of its
subjects by protect'i@r_l from oppression and a full administration of
justice. g ’ .

In the want, however, of a perfect knowledge of the fundamental
principles of the ancient government of Kandy, and of the relative
powers and prerogatives of the Sovereign and the privileges and
jurisdictions of the Chiefs, it was deemed most prudent to defer the
introduction of any change, till materials had been collected to com-
plete that knowledge, and to enable His Excellency to submit to the
consideration of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, such a plan of
reform as might be fairly expected to afford a solid foundation for a
good Government; embracing at once the interests of the Sovereign
and the Subject, and attending, as much as those two more important
considerations would allow, to the feelings of the Chiefs and the rights
they had stipulated for by the Convention.

The delay that has taken place in bringing the information required
before Government has been a source of deep anxiety to His Excellency,
as well arising from the impossibility he has lain under by it, of
complying with the requisition, in the meantime received, to afford
these data to His Majesty’s Ministers in England, as from the conse-
quent pdstponement of so desirable an object as the imparting of a
beneficient form of Government to the Provinces newly acquired by the
British Empire,

In the interval, the very moderate exercise of power by the Com-
missioners o Government, either in demanding the accustomed services
the Inhabitants or collecting the ancient revenues, have, there is too
uch reason to believe, little benefited the lower classes, while on the
ther hand, the want or disuse of a strong controlling power in the
perior executive authorities had relaxed the general administration to
great a degree, that even the Chiefs themselves complained of .

uent disobedience to their commands when given for the public
e '

At the same time it has been unfortunately proved that all the
scension that had been shewn to ;cheir prejudices, and the share
t had been left them in the administration of Government, have not
en sufficient to keep in their allegiance to His Majesty the Chiefs of
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the greater portion of the Kandyan territories, who have in almost
every province joined in’the support of a Pretender to the throne of
Kandy, whose strongest claim, as held out to the masses of the people,
was founded or®His assumed relationship to that family, the tyrannical
conduct of which had been generally acknowledged and condemned by
the nation, but who, it is now prf)ved incontestably, was only put
forward by some if not all of the designing Chiefs, in the completion of
the project they had in view, when admitting and aiding the British
Government in 1815 to dethrone the late King, viz, to acquire plenary
dominion themselves.

Under these circumstances surely, where so many of the Chiefs
have broken their part of the Convention, by withdrawing their
allegiance, and have seduced and forced the people to the same wicked
course of Rebellion, it is not imperative on His Excellency to consider
the letter of the Articles of that Convention as so completely fettering
his measures that he is not, on the subjugation of the existing Insur-
rection (which he hopes he may now shortly anticipate to see
accomplished), to take steps to fortify the hands of the British officers
appointed to the Executive Government, to invest them with powers of
compelling immediate obedience from all the Chiefs and Inhabitants to
the orders of Government, fixing and collecting a moderate and
legitimate revenue, administering prompt and impartial justice to every
subject of His Majesty, and finally, to prevent by all possible means
the recurrence of such calamities as have been in these Provinces the
consequence of the existing Rebellion, and (sic.) the effectsof which
it is to be feared will long clog their prosperity.

To carry into execution His Excellency’s ideas of an effective
Government for these Provinces :

It is proposed v

¥. That the British accredited Agents of Government, eith
resident in Kandy or in the various provinces, shall have powers o
similar nature to those exercised by Collectors in the Maritim
Provinces.

2. That the Dessaves (where it shall be deemed expedient t
continue that high class of native officers) shall only act undex
orders of the British Agent, but shall be ertitled to all the pers
honours by which they are now distinguished.

3. That all Mohottales, (Korales, and other .native Chiefs
receive their g}':poiniments from Government, and not from

Dessave. 6
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4. That all Fees on the appointment to offices, including the
Dekum of the Dessave to Government, shall be abolished,

5. That the Dessaves shall be recompensed for the loss they
sustain hereby from the Public Treasury, as also for®what it may be
supposed they will -spstain' by a deprivation of the power of levying
Fines or Fees in Law-suits and demanding the servics of the people,

6. That the various services to be performed by all classes of
Inhabitants shall remain as they are, but with this limitation, that they
can only be demanded by authority of the Agent of Government and
on payment being made for the same, excepting for making or repairing
Roads and Bridges in the neighbourhood of every village, which is to
be effected gratis ; and also excepting, under due and known rules and
limitations, the services to be performed by certain persons to the
Dessave or other superior Chiefs, for which it is to be considered
whether their lands or a particular portion should be exempted from
taxation to be otherwise generally imposed.

7. That all lands, excepting royal lands, those now belonging to
the temples, and such as are held by Chiefs both of the superior and
inferior classes and other servants mentioned in the above Article, also
Katopurales and Attepattoo servants by virtue and as perquisites of
their office, shall be liable to taxation,

That the rate of such taxation be on Paddy-land (the Grain
deliverable in kind at the nearest store) in the proportion of one-tenth
of the annual crops, excepting on lands belonging to Rebels who have
fallen *ungler the penalties of the several Proclamations of proscription,
which are, if restored to the original owners, to pay one-fifth ; and
lands in Oodanoora, Four Korles, Three Korles and the peaceful parts
of Saffragam and of Seven Korles, which it is proposed only to submit
to one-flfteenth.

8. Tha{ Natcherry and other dry-grain lands be sub]ected toa
milar tax, and

9. Cocoa-gardensto ataxof 1 pice per tree—and that these taxes
e considered as in full of all Imposts upon land or labour whatsoever.

10, That all obligation to work in royal lands be abolished—that
ey be let to farm by public bidding for a term of three years,

That every Agent of Government shall have power to punish

ybedience of his orders by Suspension, Fine, and Imprisonment of all

bs, excepting the Dessave, cases of misconduct or neglect by whom

be reported {o the Board of Corgmissioners, unless in a case of

y extraordinary emergency, as also the suspension of other Chiefs,

the final decision of Government. ~
: .

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org °
e o =

® !V

Y



J THE KANDYAN STATE TRIAL 573

12. That the administration of Justice and Police *shall be on the
following system: * i o5

All cases relative to personal property not exceeding in value 25
Rix Dollars, and all cases of common Assaults, Petty thefts, or
Breaches of the Peace, may be heard by th'e. Agent of Government -
solely and decided ®n. -

13. All cases affecting lands, successions, marriages, and large
personal property, and all Criminal offences, (Treason, Murder, and
Homicide excepted) shall be heard, tried and determined by the Agents
of Government in the presence of the Dessave and at least two
Mohottales, or in the absence of the Dessave three Mohottales, which
latter shall perform the functions of Jurors and the Agent of Govern-
ment that of Judge.

14. That the power of the Agent of Government sitting alone in
passing sentence shall be limited to Fines not exceeding Fifty Dollars,
Corporal punishment not exceeding Thirty lashes, and Imprisonment at
hard labour not exceeding Two months, and that to these limits he be
confined in assessing Fine and Imprisonment on the Chiefs, for neglect
or disobedience of orders.

15. That tle powers of such Agents, acting with the Dessave and
Mohottales, as to sentence, shall be unlimited, short of deprivation of
life or limb. Provided that no such sentence by which corporal
punishment is awarded exceeding 100 lashes, Imprisonment either with

or without chains exceeding Four months, or Fines exceeding One -
handred Rix Dollars, shall be carried into execution withoyt the

sanction of Government, to whom the case is to be immediafely sub-
mitted through the Board of Commissioners, who will report their
opinion of the case and sentence also for His Excellency’s information.

16. That capital cases shall be tried in the mode already established
and reported to the Governor. \

1. That in Civil suits the losing party shall be liable discretionaril
to Fine n 't exceeding the proportion of one-twentieth part of the val
of the object in dispute, and in total amount Fifty Rix Dollars, suc
Fine to go to Government.

18. That Appeal shall lie in all Civil suits wherein the objéct
dispute being land, shall be one Ammonam in extent, or being perso
property, shall be worth One hundred and fifty Rix Dollars, t
Board of Commissioners in Kandy. ‘

19. That the Agent of Government may refer inferior cas
hearing and report to the Dessave or Mohottales, liable to the dec
being brought,in Appeal before himself, but if such decision be affir
the appellantgo be liable to double Fine.

. /
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20. On th.ese points, and (.JII matters of detail arising in the execu-
tion of them, and on any others which may sugges-t themselves to the
Resident and ‘the 2nd and 3rd Commissioners as tending to introduce
the effective system required, His Excellency requests the early opinion
and advice of the Board. - s ) :

21. His Excellency suggest that, under the immediate administra-
tion of the Board of Commissioners, in: the several Departments of
which it is composed, be placed the execution of this plan .in Oodanoora,
Yatenoora, Doombera, Hewahette, Oudapalatta, Kotmale, Hariasia-
Pattoo, Tootnpanhe, and Matelle. That the minor Judicial duties in
the Four and Three Korles, including Bulatgamme, be committed to
Resident Agents as at present, and that the Resident agent at Badulla
conduct the Executive, Revenue and Judicial duties of Ouva, Wellasse
and Bintenne, under the general super-intendence and review of the
Board. The Resident Agent for the Seven Korles those of that province
and Nuwere Kalawie, and the Agent in Saffragam its affairs: the
Collector of Trincomalee those of Tamankaduve.

His Excellency contemplates with a sanguine expgctation of deriv-
ing pleasure from their being brought into action, that these several
principles, combining a great degreee of political liberty and the
fullest security of property, will be soon well understood and volun-
tarily acceded to by both Chiefs, and people of the Kandyan Provinges,
To the dormer of a degree of affluence to command all necessary respect
with a great portion of honor and consideration from Government and
its Agents, must be held to view to compensate for the slavish

~ submission and extorted contributions from the Inhabitants. To the
latter His Jexcellency thinks very little additional inducement need be
held out, after freeing them from the trammels of abject subjection,
o the independence of their property on caprice ; while both parties
will, it is expected, be conciliated, and a third of no little power kept
1 least neutral by the inviolable respect paid to the property of
mples and a proper regard to the due administration of their Funds,
Iready pointed out to the notice of the Board in the Minute of z1st
aguary last, to which .I_{is Excellency calls their early notice. '

By Order of His Excellency the Governor,
Geo. Lusignan,
. -
Sec. to Kandyan Prg)vinces_

+:dy 23th September, 1818. °
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