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INDUSTRY

THE NEWLY INDUSTRIALISED
COUNTRIES OF ASTA(NIC's)
ARE THEY A MODEL FOR THE SOUTH?

Francois Houtart

“It is clear that the
“phenomenon of Newly
Industrialised Countries” has
become the new idelology

of development”

—Randolf David,

University of the Philippines.

P rior to tackling the analysis of the four

dragons (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Singapore), itis good toremember
some basis data concerning Asia and know
the vision of the Asian Development Bank
that advocates neo-liberalism, as a paradigm
of development and alteviation of poverty.

LTHENIC’sIN ASIA

considers that “high growth, the {ree market
and the economic strategies directed towards
mternational markets have been the most
clficient means for reducing poverty”. On
the other hand, according to the ADB again,
“the agrarian reforms and the subsidised
social services are often inefficient or even
make things worse”. This is a repeat of the
World Bank Report of 1991 on world de-

1. The indicators of economic growth of Asia
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Source: Asian Development Bank, 1992.

On the whole, Asia has a growth rate
higher than Africa (-2% in 1990) and Latin
America (0.6% in 1990), but that covers very
different situations. In the cource of the past
years the growth rates of the NIC™'s were not
significantly higher than the growth raies of
the rest of Asiain general when one consid-
ers Lhe percentages, thal is Lo say, without
taking mto account the fact that the bases of
calculation (absolute figures) arc vary from
each other, :

2. The vision of the Asian Development
Bank

Inits annual prospective study of 1992 on
the economic trends of the region, the ADB

velopment.

This means that the governments would
have to let the economy function freely and
deal only with the duties that the State alone
can perform such as defence, education and
essential services. According to the ADB,
this is the best way to reduce rural poverty
which is of No.1 priorily in the Asian coun-
tries. Contrary to the common belief, the
reportsays, thereisno contradiction between
the promotion of cconomic growth and the
measures intended for combating poverty:
euach percent of per capita growth goes hand
in hand with a decrease of 1.1% of poverty
per inhabitant.
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1. THE GENESIS OF THE GROWTH
OF THE NIC’s OF ASIA

The first question to pose itself is that of
the origin of the phenomenon of economic
growthof the NTIC’s. Too often, the omission
of the geneses leads to simplifications in the
Jjudgements. We take from Richard Robison
the essenlials of the analysis®. According o
this author, the following factors must be
raised,

1. The conditions prevailing at the entry
into the postcolonial era of the four
countries concerned were favourable to
industrialisation. In Korea and in Tai-
wan, the Japanese had set up genuine
industrial bases, the beginning of an
educational system, a qualified work
force and a tradition of Stale adminis-

tration and centralised planning . As for

Heng Kong and Singapore, they were
strategic centres of trade and British
finance endowed with banking and
commercial infrastructure, with an effi-
cient State system,

2. Duringthe {irst period of the postcolonial
cra, there was in each of them a substan-
tial injection of capital. In South Korea
and Taiwan, during the import
substilution peried loans and aid from
the United States financed respectively
70% and 85% of the imports and 80%
and 38% of domestic capital. In Hong
Kong, the influx of capital from Shanghai
created the base for industrialisation. In
Singapore, the indusirialisation was
supported by foreign contributions which
70% of the investments until the 80's.

3. In South Korea and Taiwan, it is the
import substitution mdustry which cre-
ated the base for the subsequent eco-
nomic growth. Hong Kong and Singa-
pore had a population oo small for
pursuing such apolicy. The policy of the
first two countries was based on tariff
protections and monopolies or State
CONCEssions.

4. Whenthestrategy of import substitution
began losing it’s effectiveness at the end
of the 50"s and in the beginning of the
60’s, new opportunities appeared due to
low salaries. This was the expansion of
the production for export: textile, clec-
tronic assembling, plastic, cement....,
mdustrial activitics which the Western
countrics and Japan transplanted in the
countries of the South. The four NIC’s
of Asia were well placed for starting this.

INDUSTRY

transformation, thanks to their existing
structure and they could thus continue
their process of accumulation.

5. The State played a considerable role in
the process of indusirialisation. In Tai-
wan the direct public mvestmenisrose to
62% of the national contributions in 1958
and to 509 in 1980. Tn South Kores,
during the 60’s, crucial for the change of
production structure, they amounted to
30%. In Singapore, in 1960, the figure
was 29.8% and in 1985, 30.7%. despite
the recommendations of the IMF, this
type of state intervention continued in
South Korca and Taiwan well beyond
the period of transition. One has to add
here a very active role of the State in the
selection of the customs tariffs, the en-
couragement of the cartels, the construc-
tion of infrastructures, the grants of
credits for export and the repression
cxerted against the labour organisations,

6. A last factor, according to R. Robison,
was the fact that the State in these coun-
tries was not controlled by the social
classes desirous of conserving their
privileges. In South Korea and Taiwan
ihe rural oligarchy was led to invest in
industrialisation through agrarian re-
forms intended to make agriculture en-
ter a capitalist ‘logic. Atthe time when
il was necessary to pass from import
substitution on o export promotion, a
military takeover took place in South
Korea and measures werc taken to con-
trol the economy in Taiwan.The alliance
between the bureaucracy of the State
and the neo-capitalists avoided any ob-
stacle 1o the changes. Moreover, a good
number of these latter groups were in-
volved in the new direction of the pro-
duction. Conlrary to the situation in
Latin America, the period of import
substitution was notl accompanied by
people’sregimes and organised workers'
movemenis. The authoritarian regimes
-of these two countries did not permit it.

In Hong Kong and Singapore, State-
towns, there was no rural class of oligarchy
and the smallness of the domestic market
had not permitted to develop a policy of
substitution. In [act, the population of these
two Stales was réspectively in 1982, 3 and §
million while Taiwan had at the same time 17
million and South Korea 39 million. In Sin-
gapore particularly, the State was the sole
architect of the export policy, with the col-
laboration of foreign capital. In Hong Kong,

it was alocal capitalistclass thatwas engaged
in exports with the very effective accompa-
niment of the colonial State.

2. THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES

Certain information will help better un-
derstand the economic data of the success
which some people do nothesitate to present
as the Waterloo of the Marxist theories andin

-particular of the categories of “periphery”,

W

“dependence”, “exploitation™ 3.
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Geographically, these countries are rela-
tively small in comparison with their Asian
neighbours. This fact, for some people,
conslilules an advantage for the pursuit of a
consistent economic policy, notably thanks
to the least cost of infrasoructures. Some say
thal their geographical situation has been a
favour, but aren’t there a number of other
couniries well placed themselves, along the
scas or close to mdustrially developed
economies, without attaining such a level of
exports? Therefore, other explanations are to
be found. :

Wehave already indicated thar the starting
conditions had been favourable enough, at
least in 4 number of other developing coun-
tries. The degree of urbanisation was high.
Without speaking about Hong Kong and
Singapore of course, Koreahad a percentage
of urban population of 28% in 1950 and
Taiwan 58%. Morcover, the rates of literacy
were important ioo: in 1960, 70% in Hong
Kong, 71% in South Korca, 54% in Taiwan.
By way of comparison, this was 28% in India
and 15% in Pakistan®. Tt has to be added
here that you are in a zone of heavy concen-
tration of Chinese minorities, having a long
tradition of trading activities. This was the
case in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore.
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States concerning a question of intellectual
property, notably on the production of
computers. The loss of profit was valued by
the Americans at 350 million dollars annu-
ally™.

It wasin 1964 that the first export surplus
was achieved and it reached a peak between
1971 and 1973. In 1974, the oil crisis caused
a heavy deficit that was progressively ab-
sorbed. The United States counted for 47%
of the exports in 1986 and 1988; the surplus
with this country amounted to 10.4 billion
dollars, which led the government of Taiwan
to take measures toreduce it and among them
were several revaluations of the Taiwanese
dollar. As for the foreign investments, they
were important: between 1952 and 1988,
8,531.5 billion dollars of which a quarter in
clectronics and electrical products®s,

With the increase of the price of man-
power, those responsible for cconomy began
seeking new markets, notably in continental
China and also exporting capital. From the
end of the 80"s foreign man-power was re-
cruited, notably from Thailand, which in
1992 caused again a conflict between the
governments of the (wo countries, concern-
ing the levels of salary.

Between 1949 and 1953, the first phase
of agrarian reform widely compensated the
former proprietors who were encouraged o
invest in industry. Between 1975 and 1982,
the second phase reorganised the farms irri-
gated according to mechanisation, which
2/3 of the land under cultivation. In 1987,
80,000 farmers received new iraining and
subsidies were granted to buy land to enlarge
the units of production.

(c) Hong Kong

In 1949 when the whole of China became
communist, agood numberof refugees landed
is Hong Kong. Among them were entrepre-
neurs and businessmen coming from
Shanghai, notably in the field of textiles and
manufacture. Before this, with the setting up
of the British colony since 1843, following
the opium war (to protect the English drug
merchants), the territory developed as aport,
anaval yards and above all as a commercial
and banking centre. Thus there existed an
important infrastructure and a tradition of
economic activities,

The already existing textile industry was
developed particularly. The latter even today
Tepresents about 409 of the whole. One also
notes electronics, toys, watches, plastics,

INDUSTRY @

etc,'”. About 90% of the production is ex-
ported. The re-exports of products coming
from China occupy a prominent place, nota-
bly textiles, manufacture and electronics. In
this context, it is hardly astonishing that
Hong Kong should be world’s second port of
containers'®. From 1986 the United States
intervened to get the deficit of commercial
balance reduced, which led to looking for
other markets. The dense industrial produc-
tion created serious ecological problems and
from 1988 Hong Kong exported its most
pollutant industries towards the eastof China,
notably the production of circuits for com-
puters’®.

Agriculture is obviously marginal and
the prices are influenced by the cost of rice
coming from China. Another factor that in-
fluenced the circumstances was the fluctua-
tions of the American dollar to which the
currency of Hong Kong had been linked.

The economic success of Hong Kong has
been based largely on the cheap labour. Be-
tween 1950 and 1980 a constant clandestine
immigration permitted to be supplied with a
less claiming man-power. From this date, the
industry began 1o be short of workers. This
resulted notably in an increase of salarics.
Between 1985 and 1988, these wages in-
creased by 209%%,

{(d) Singapore

Singapore, as a centre of commercial
activities, was founded in 1826 by the East
Asia English Company. From the inception,
the town was a free port which developed
according to the finest tradition of “laissez-
faire” of British capitalism, which attracted
marchants and foreign nationals from the
whole of Asia, a majority being Chinese. In
1867 the townbecame a crown colony, which
sped up its commercial function between
Gibraltar and Far East. At the beginning of

the 20th century, the Chinese made up 3/4 of

the population. In 1927, 360,000 of them
landed at Singapore. Afier the first world
war the colony became an English military
and naval base, It was in 1965 that Singapore
was separated from Malaysia to become an
independent nation®'.

The industrial development knew three
periods: from 1960 to 1968 during which a
relatively modest substitution industry de-
veloped and priority was given to foreign
capital; from 1968 to 1979, the period char-
acterised itself by a labour intensive export
industry and from 1979 an exporting indus-

try with a strong technical and capital com-
ponent. The production wasdirected towards
machine tools, printing, electronics, com-
puters, television and radio sets, telecommu-
nication equipment, etc. At the same time
port and airport activities, naval vards,
transports and insurance policies grew.

Despite a spectacular development that
saw the exports multiplying by 12% between
1960 and 1980 (with and important part of
re-exports), the country knew several reces-
sions, notably in 1985 and 1986, due to too
great a dependence on technics and capital
coming from abroad. This led to an austere
policy that largely took the form of a freeze
of salaries. The exports were directed par-
ticularly towards the United States and then
towards Asia and the European Community.
It has to be said that the two wars of Korea
and Vietnam gave a strong impetus to the
economic activities of Singapore. From the
80’s the surplus produced by the exporis
became very important.

The workers’ movement quite active be-
tween 1960 and 1968 was first suppressed
and then absorbed into an institution of State
management. There were periods of unem-
ployment: 2% in 1957. From 1980, the man-
power began to be missing, due, in part, to
the demographic policies of the preceding
decades and in 1984 there were already
150,000 foreign workers.

The salaries increased from 1972, lead-
ing 1o the progressive decrease of some of the
previous relative advanlages and in 1988
there was a revaluation of the currency®,

3. THE ROLE OF THE STATE

The comparison between the policies fol-
lowed by the four contries concerned per-
mits to draw, in the midst of differences,
some basic similarities. It is all the more
important to emphasise these because it
seems to imply that the market laws alone
have presided over the economic develop-
ment of the four dragons whereas, in reality,
(to a lesser extent in Hong Kong at the start
at least), the State has played a considerable
role. In the Bulletin of the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, Prof. George Rosen, an econo-
mist from the University of Illinois, declares
that “the great success of the industrialisa-
tion programmes of Singapore, Republic of

-Korea and Taipeh-China in the 70’s and 80’s

constitutes a powerful argument in favour of
an active role of the govermment in develop-
ment’™,
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justification. Such a tax would penalise
speculators and it would not be difficult to
introduce alongside the Exchange Rate
Mechanism. It could be maintained for ex-
ternal transactions after the advent of mon-
etary union. Some cstimates maintain that
even an initial standard tax of aquarter ofone
per cent on such transactions would inhibit
speculation by rendering it quite unprofit-
able for a large part of the time. Higherrates
could be imposed on very large deals, or
during periods of intense pressure. Of coursc,
no individual government could control
such transactions, but if all were 1o act
together a tax would be perfectly feasible.

All thisimplics aresumption of the prior-
ity of public needs over private gain in the
determination - of  Exchange Rate
realignments. Evidently, Maasiricht alone is
nol enough 1o produce such an outcome.

Moreover, monetary unionin the Maastricht -

style, as we have already seen, assumes
measures which are highly deflationary.
Strong though the measures for the single
market may prove, countries balanced on the
knife-edge between recession and depres-
sion will find a limit of three per cent. Of
GDP on budget deficits far oo restrictive.Of
course , temporary derogalions arc permitted
by the Maastricht Treaty. But in some
countries, temporary relief is not likely to be
sulficient. It is one thing to pursue policies
which ensure that overall Community ex-
penditure is not inflationary. But the un-
evenness of economic development within
the Community insists on flexibility in pur-
suit of this policy. Where ten, fifteen or
iwenty per cent of the workforce is unem-

ployed, public expenditure need not be infla- -

tionary.-Work done by Stuart Holland and a
team of cconomists reveals that the unem-
ployment trends in the Community are most
forbidding. Given the present low expecta-
tions of growih, and assuming weak cohe-
siom, it is likely that the average unemploy-
ment rate in theCommunity could be as high
as twelve or twelve and a half per cent by the
turn of the century. Some analysts put it
higher, at up to fifteen. This would give
national and regional figures which’are quite
incompatible with the maintenance ol present
social institutions in some countries. On the
worst guesses, almost twenty -five per cent
of the Spanish population could lack work.
Thirteen per cent could be unemployed in
France. In Germany, even, the figure would
rise to nine per cent. We must always recall
that in recent years youth unemployment has
been running at approximately twice the rate

Table 1
Unemployment in Evrope, 2000 AD
if cohesion If cohesion If stromg
- expendifure expenditure cohesion is finked
Country is minimal is strong to sirong
growth and
5 % reduced
working time
1'5% 35% 15% 35%
growth growth growth growth
rate rate rate rate
EURI12 14.2% 10.6% 13.6% 10.0% 8.3%
B 14.9% 11.8% 14.8% 11.7% 9.9%
DK 9.3% 6.4% 0.1% 6.3% 4.2%
D 9.5% 5.9% 9.4% 5.8% 5.8%
GR  116% 9.2% 9.3% 7.0% 4.9%
E 24.4% 19.1% 22.1% 16.8% 14.7%
F 16.1% 13.0% 15.8% 12.8% 10.7%
IRL 25.6% 22.6% 23.2% 202% 18.2%
1 15.6% 11.8% 14.3% 10.6% 8.5%
I - 44% 0.9% 43% 0.8% 0.8%
NL 13.1% U.2% 12.9% 9.1% 1.5%
P 9.0% - 4.8% 8.1% 4,0% 21%
UK 12.3% 9.3% 12.3% 9.2% 7.0%
GDR 9.7% 1.1% 9.4% 6.8%
GDR+D  9.6% 6.2% 9.4% 6.0%

of general unemployment, Small wonder that
areas ol despair for youth correlate with the
rise of racism and extremism.

The Stuart Holland teamn, which contin-
ues the ten-year old labours which were begun
in the project, out of crisis, have produced
detailed calculations based on an estimation
of the effects of different variables on the
likely unemployment levels in all the coun-
tries of the present European Community by

2000 AD.

Thevariablesinvolve high and low growth
tales, and strong and weak cohesion pro-
grammes. By way ol assumption, estimales
are made on the outcome of growth rates of
1.6% and 3.5% respectively. Thesc arc com-
bined with projections of the results of main-
taiming present “low” levels of cohesion ex-
penditure, and the outcome of “strong™ so-
cial policies, which involve an increase of
the Community budget of 0.44% of European
GDP by 1997, rising to 0.60% by 2002, a

large part of which would fund external and
inlernal conhesion programmes. As the table
shows, strong cohesion plus high growth
could diminish unemployment by one third
in the Community as a whole. A similar
reduction would pertain in Germany and
Spain, Britain, France and Treland would
achicve a twenty-five per cent reduction.
The overall average would then be ten per
cent. Even better results could be achieved
by average reductions of five per cent in
working time, which are necessary because
the productivity obtained with new tech-
nelogies constantly oulstrips the enlarge-
ment of market demand.

Whilst it is clear that shorter working
time mvolves today, as it always has, keen
bargaining in industry, and the likelihood of
sharp conlests, irade unions are likely to see

- the struggle for reduced hours as a key strat-
egy for job creation and control over the
allocation of working time. Already the 1500-
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management, These clement of the So-
cial Chapter and the social dialogue could
bring immence improvement to produc-
tivity, at minimal cost,

(5) The enhancement of the scope for small
and middle sized enterprises through
networking in production, marketing,
and innovation will enlarge the possibil-
ity of improvement for both manufac-
turing and sales. This can develop
through the Recite and Ouverture
progrmmes, which should be augmented
and matched by other specialised initia-
tives. The promotion of networking by
the Community can ensure that rela-
tively small seed costs produce
cosiderable returns which generate great
gains both for the participating compa-
nies, and the nation states within which
they arc operating. This is a key di-
mension of regional policy, to which

Community regions themselves should

commit resources. It nceds systematic
encouragement and expansion, not least
by the new Commitice of the Regions.

None of these measures is entirely with-
outcostif carricd out collectively, butall can
produce immediate and tangible benefits.
However, the key question must remain one
of substantial funding for a recovery pro-
gramme, which can match theinitiative taken

in Japan, and thus help to ensure that the

world economy doesnot slide through reces-
sion into deep depression and slump. Unless
Europeis prepared to will such aprogramme,
there wiil be no conceivable means of ad-
dressing the global problems which have
already suffocuted trade in many developing
nations. Itis possible thatthe political agenda
may be cased after the American elections.
- But European response cannot simply wait
on such beneficial changes, which may not
happen. Europe’s role in the world is suffi-
ciently powerlul to demand that we take our
responsibilities for fostering global recov-
ery, not only by international assistance,
bul also by reformof the conditions in which
it operates. :

The expansion of exports is absolutely
inhibited by a wall of debt. Many underde-
veloped countries are steadily sliding back,
rather than advancing, in the grip of this debt.

The collapse of primary commodity prices

follows directly on the pattern which we
have seen before, in the 1930s, and before
that in the 1880s, In the 1880s, the fall in
commedity prices relative to the prices of
manufactured goods was round about Lwenty-

five per cent. In the thirties, this fall acceler-

" ated to fifty per cent, broadly the same as

today’s. The resultant pattern of default cre-
ated the Baring brothers scandal in the eight-
ies, when London’sleading Merchant House
had io be baileddbut by the Bank of England
with Government support. Government sup-
port was inadequate to prevent many of the
failures of the 1930s, in spite of the creation
of innumerable financial butiresses to shore
up debt repayment. Michael Barratt Brown
has documented this dreadful story, in a
paper on commodity prices and debt, which
offers a fearful warning to us today, at the
present tum in global fortunes.

All these problems are likely to be aggra-
vated by the failure of the GATT t1alks,
unless a miracle intervenes. Positive steps to
write off debt and correct widening inequali-

re-established worldwide. No single govern-
ment can do this without risking isolation
and competitive strangulation. But if the
European Community took the lead in an
expansion programme, it could generate great
pressures on the USA and Japan 1o follow
behind. Instead, we seem to be poised on a
new escalation of trade wars, with incalcula-
bleconsequences, Were substantialresources
focussed on the developing countries, Euro-
pean exporis would rise in concert with the

- 1ecovery of such countries. But if the debt

and misery are to be reinforced, then they
will suck in to their vortex many of those
who have felt themselves to be immune from
disasior, :

Stuart Holland-and Francis Cripps have
offered a series of alternative projections of

- the European Community budget, between

ties are needed, if purchasing power is to be 1992 and 2012.
Sseis _ Table 2
Projections of the Community Budget _
for alternative expansion programmes
{billion 1992 ECL))
Base Projection 1992 1997 2002 2012
Structural Funds 17.7 202 229 254
External action 34 3.9 44 5.6
Other policies 42.1 48.1 54.5 69.9
Total 63.2 72.2 §1.9 105.0
{per cent of GNP) (1.15) (L1SY. = (LIS) (1.15)
Low Projection
Structural Funds 17.7 286 50.0 §0.0
External action 3.4 6.1 11.6 213
Other policies 42.1 50.6 61.6 B4
Total : 63.2 8§52 1232 186.2
(per cent of GNF) (1.15) (1.34) .59 (1.75)
High Prajection '
Structural funds Y 443 62.9 . 883
External action 34 103 16.8 294
Other policies 42,1 54.6 66.7 93.6
Total 63.2 1082 146.3 o2 I_.Z
(percent of GNF) (1.15) - (1.59) (1.75) (1.80)
Table 3
- Budget as a Percentage of Community GNP
Now 1997 : 2002 2012
-Base 1.15 1.15 115 115
Low cohesion .19 +0.44 +0.60
1.34 1.59 1.75
High cohesion +0.44 +0.60 +0.65
1.59 : 1.75 1.80

(.Coﬂf. on page 63) AT R LT
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A question to reflect upon could be:
which kind of movement or cargo cult
will in the next millenium be the most
massive within the context of a global
natural environment where growth is
already now becoming a zero-sum game?
As the Brundtland Report {(WCED 1987)
and the many documents prepared for
the 1992 United Nations Conference on_
Environment and Development show,
the resources of the planet to satisfy the
need of its inhabitants are so limited that
more growth for the have’s (the 109 rich)
of the world’s people will go at the cost of |
the have-nots, the 80% in the Third
World, or vice versa. '

The socialist dcvclopmént approach,
which placed considerable emphasis,
though perhaps less in practice than in
theory, on the need for more egalitarian-
ism and sharing, has suffered in Eastern
Europe a definitive set-back and is in
China painfully struggling to combine
the oppasites of sharing and competition.
In countries under the IMF and World
Bank sponsored capitalist development
approach, i.e. inequality and austerity in
order to be able to compete in the "free™

world market, increasing numbers of the .

most capable people follow the urge to
migrate to the Disneylands of the North
even against the odds there of a very
unfree labour market (for “other people™),
Thus, one of the dilemma’s discussed in
relation with “1992” in Spain is that Latin
American descendents of the conquerors
are not allowed visas to “discover” 20th
century Spain out of fear that they may
try to remain there.

Most of the known millenarian move-
ments and cults for a just (re)distribution
have occured in areas where the encounter
between indigenous and Western people
and cultures has been massive, shocking
and disastrous for the indigenous. These
were the conquest of South - and Central
America by the Spaniards in the 16th
century, the “pacification” of indigenous
North American people’s by the whites in
the 1Bth and 19th century, submission of
Bantu peoples in Southern Africa and the
Melanesian peoples during the 19th and
20th centuries. It is the reactions of these
peoples to Western encroachment which
fill (most of) the pages in the comparative
studies on millenarian movements by
Worsley (1957-68), Lanternari (1963),
Miihlmann (1961) and Wilson (19735).

After discussing various assumptions
about the origin of Melanesian cargo
cults Worsley in the preface to the second
edition of his book (1969 : xlii) insists
“that the milfenarian movements that
have been historically important (and
which include the cults discussed in this
book) are movements of the desinherited.
Indeed, there is .almost an element of
tautology in having to say this: the move-
ments are normally important because
they mobilize masses™. Worsley makes a
clear distinction between massive mille-
narian movements and “millenarism” as
the belief system of small-scale sects or
coteries as they emerge among the
better-off. Brian Wilson (1975a: 9-30) in
his comparative study of (mostly Western)
sectarianist and millenialist (as he prefers
to call them) movements emphasized as
their main characteric the element of
“response to the world”, particularly those
aspects viewed as evil, often leading to a
“search for salvation”,

“But everywhere there is a problem of

evil, and everywhere men are disposed

to seck salvation from it, The scale of
soterinlogical promise is clearly related
to the scale on which evil is depicted,
from the local incidence of illness to
the destiny of all mankind. It is thus
evident that salvation may range from
limited demand for ad hoc instant
therapy to programme for the reorgani-
zation of the world” (Wilson 1975a:
22).

He then distinguished seven types of
responses: (1) conversion, (2) destruction
and revolution, {3) withdrawal and intro-
version, (4) manipulation and transfor-
mation, (5) thaumaturgical relief e.g.
healing, (6) refermism, (7) utopian
response. These are sociological dis-
tinctions. In historical and political reality
response can move from one type to
another according to the degree of success
or opposition encountered. Most of the

- cases of millenialist movements Wilson

describes are a response to some form of
domination, but he pays little attention
to the motives behind the *“ *magic’ of the
invader” (ibid: 309) to which movements
responded. Also Trompf (1990: 2) recently
pointed out in his comparative study that

. most millenarian movements and cargo

cults have been pictured as a kind of anti-
colonial resistance movements. In his

discussion of Cargo (with a capital letter:

as essential to cargo-cults) Trompf (1990:
10-11) describes how this concept implies
“a totality of material, organizational
and spiritual welfare, collectively desired
as a replacement for current inadequacy,
and projected into the imminent future as
a coming ‘salvation’ ”. He further noted
that what a “whiteman” or foreigner
possesses is to the lowly villagers so
extraordinary that it already implies for
them some miracle or transcendence,

Taking up this interpretation of Cargo
it could be said that the recent studies on
the 1492 events seem to indicate that to
the "whitemen™ of that time the treasures
of foreign peoples seemed to have had
similarly miraculous attraction. Follow-
ingup on Trompf’s (1990: 9-15) question-
ing of precise definitions of cargo and
cultist movements and his suggestion to
apply the terms also to affluent situations,
would it be too far-fetched to see also the
manner in which colonialism (and its
successor neo-colonialist “development”
policies) have established themselves, as
a kind of cargo-cult, “commodity millenia-
lism™ as Wilson called it? A crucial
question is: what was it that motivated
those charismatic personalities who
unleashed “discovery”, conguest and
pillage upon far away tribal societies as
well as upon highly sophisticated civili-
zations such as Aztek, Inca and Maya?
What kind of Cargo were they after when
provoking the “great dying" (Wolf 1982)
in the Americas? The literature presently
produced about the 1492 events shows
that the search for El Dorado, the abun-
dance of gold, was the main motivation
of Spanish conquerors, though conversion
of heathens to christianity was also
important for the "most catholic majesties”
who sent the conquerors out. Columbus,
“that first great entrepreneur” (in the
words of the head of the US Christopher
Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee
Commission established by the US
Congress during the Reagan years), wrote
in his logbook: “Of gold is treasure made,
and with it he who has it does as he wills
in the world and even sends souls to
Paradise™{quoted in Searle 1992: 69-70).
This led to what historian John Dyson
puts in his celebratory biography of
Columbus: "After Jesus Christ, no indi-
vidual has made a bigger impact upon the
Western world than Christopher
Columbus” (quoted in Searle 1992: 67).
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movements, referred to above, pointed to
consumerist capitalism in terms of a
cargo-cult, without going into the impli-
cations however;

“Intheir Manifesto of the Communist
Party (1848), Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels rightly perceived the immense
potential for capitalism to undermine
every traditional social order, Perhaps
more slowly than they expected, yet
by means far more astounding techno-
logically than either of them foresaw,
a thousand and one concrete state-
ments of consumerisin have come to
be made in the furthest reaches of the
Earth, Television has become available
to virtually every Indian village (since
1975); transistor radios and cassette
recorders sit in some of the most out-
of-way villages of highlands New
Guinea; Eskimos come into the trade
stores to purchase cola and Amazonian
Indians to buy tinned meat; and so on.
There is a new world of more and
more remarkable things, and the great-
gst, if often overlooked revolution of
the last hundred years is that now
millions upon millions of homes in
richer parts of the world have more
millions upon millions of gadgets,
household appliances, time-saving
devices, electrical outlets to go with
them etc,, while still more millions
upon mi'lions of people in other, less
privileged parts of the world would
like to share in this extraordinary
abundance, indeed in the veritable
‘miracle’ of it all.”

Therefore it may be worthwhile to
quote what Marx and Engels wrote almost
150 years ago about the “bourgeoisie”,
the force behind the creation of the world
market and the growing of what he called
“universal intercourse, of allround inter
dependence of the nations™

“That which characterizes the bour-
geois epoch in contradistinction to all
others is a continuous transformation
of production, a perpetual disturbance
of social conditions, everlasting
insecurity and movement, All stable
and stereotyped relations with their
attendant train of ancient and venerable
prejudices and opinions, are swept
away, and the newly formed becomes
obsolete before it can petrify. All that
has been regarded as solid crumbles
into fragments; all that was looked

upon as holy, is profaned; at long last,
people are compelled to gaze open-
eyed at their position in life and their
social relations” (Marx 1962/1848:
48-50).

This is not all there is to say, however,
ahout the dialectical relationship between
millenarian and other resistance move-
ments and the force to which these react.
Trompf(1990: 3) rightly criticizes Worsley,
85 a nco-Marzist, for underestimating
the religious implications of millenarian
movements. Another relevant observation
about the Marxist explanation of miller-
narian movements was made earlier by
Burridge (1989: 131).

"Being itself millenarian, Marxism
can, like the early Christian, explain
millenarian movement in terms of its
own postualates and experience. On
the other hand, denying the deity or
divine interventions, the *Marxist’
cannot explain the prophet and his
inspiration. Positive and materialist,
it prefers to regard the prophet as
irrelevant, accidental, or at most as
occupying a socially determined role,
an ambigious and unnecessary catalyst
inadevelopmental process that might
be more rationally achieved and
ordered without him. Concentrating
on features of conflict in social
relations, Marxism seeks to explain
the conflict between groups or classes
of persons by referring to a continuing
process of competition for resources:
the materialist historical dialectic.”

Burridge sees millenarian activities as
religious and explains that all religions
are concerned with “different kinds of
power, particularly those seen as signifi-
cantly beneficial or dangerous” (Ibid: 5).
He interprets millenarian movements
mainly as a redemptive process striving
for salvation from inner or outer forms of
appression. Burridge (1989: 32-55) also
observed - though tentatively - that the

_majority of recorded millenarian move-

ments seem to have occurred in Europe
and in areas of the world strongly affected
by Europeans and their Judaeo-Christian
tradition.

While most anthropological studies of
millenarian movements and cargo cults
have concentrated on the local, often
“exotic”, peculiarities among specific
peoples where they occurred, only few

scholars have given attention to Judaeo
Christianism itself as a millenarian move-
ment, not to speak of capitalism and the
“bourgeoisie” that created the situations
in which, locally, other millenarian move-
ments could emerge. This is not surprising
since anthropologists and other social
scientists themselves are part of the
European Judaeo Christian and Capital-
ist Colonialist traditions that have pro-
voked millenarian reactions elsewhere,
which on then - etnocentrically - pictured
as alien and exotic happenings. Self-
knowledge and reslization does not
eppear to be the greatest strength of
Western science and religion,

Only of late has critical reflexion
become fashionable in certain Christian
circles. Thus a recent critical approach to
the capitalist world system and the Church
came from a representative of one of the
most outstanding movements in Latin
America at present, the thousands of
ccclesial base communities spread over
Brazil struggling for land reform and
other issues. One of their main spokesmen,
Franciscan theologian Leonardo Boff
{1990), in the light of recent criticism of
marxist theories (as regards Eastern
Europe), strongly emphasized the useful-
ness of Marx’ original analysis to come to
grips with the influence of “bourgeois
society” in Brazil (and most of the Third
World). His activities were made practi-
cally impossible within the context of the
Church, so that he resigned from the
clerus in 1992,

Another recent expression of awareness
about the dialectical relation of grassroots
movements and “bourgeoisie” came from
representatives of many social movements
of christian origin in a document presented
at the World Council of Churches’
Assembly in Canberra, Feb. 1991;

“Local elites in almost all communities
have been co-opted into the global
power system controlled by the owners
and administrators of transnational
capital, The strategy of ‘low intensity
warfare’ (LIC) has been developed to
control and even destroy any social
movements, Christian base communi-
~ ties, liberation theology, and also
national governments trying to esta-

. blish a more just order. Military inter-

- ventions, political pressures, economic
_ destabilization, disinformation campa-
igns and socio-psychological warfare

14

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Ecenomic Review Oct. / Nov, / Dec, 1992



e A SR s A MR IR et T T R e

g ol pact of this strptegy ! (e Bantn
Ama a5 1600 Ad)

Acr o the Yhowrgenisie” ng well ax the
sarcial und millenaoa muscoentscohist
ol whal Beers {19910 cails “atratzpic
groups' b thedt Jarecaction, soms peror:
Lt Lhese proupe are playing core or less
recnenized foacboe rolea god ochess, the
majuzity, fllow. Leadership of che "onr-
getasie ™ amb e oy cenars £an b bnirean
crativ. bradillunsd ov elagismatis, ontiliz
0o nld bt perhape nsefol tyaolpoey ol
Max Wehsr, T.eadarshin can bo mone, ur
Tess, ceneralized amil hisrarchizl, depeod-
ingum thi slbusbion. Wkle Ly car atodiea
uf sucial mevemenls at loaatl seme
attcolicn s basn pivel o the repes of
lezdership, ns regnrds the “howrgemsie™
nnid iks nareent, cemoradacs orodher
yerints, hardly ony stody has been made
in s leading pemosalibes or “isalegls
progps”, To give noprecise dedinition of
the term "honrgesisie™is even mnre risk ¢
than todnspsas mitlenzrim mavements.
AeYander Pigl's (1963, [9B4) climserLuti
har shown, there exizls conswdeoable
differentistlen of even polerizetion
bertvcen “Iractions" of the "bourges-
ieisf 5] T ol like o point nut that the
charismntc petsnnalicies, trendsetters
within chie *hmrgenizie™ nre-nlso crucial
far nndersianding the ups and ilowns in
rheir movemenis]

I'he way some pl charismatc preoone-
lites huve shoped the “hontgemisie’s!
W irtaraloe il baa b s ply disiasid
oA pectnt pveeviews by Blacs Hanwen
(19%2). Henaoe deaecibes the Joipaut. of
lepding fignres like B=njzrin Froonklit,
Andrew Camegie, Henri Ford, Witenn,
T.ee Tacaces, Ponald Fnimp havs onthe
spizit ol cunserutive furms ol mecchant,
induserial pnd postindustrial capitalism
af they devcloped inthes U3 A Franklin®
ideclogical stptemsnns wore takin 43 2i
crabpls alesady by Mas Wobe: (97E) b
diescaibe U protesianl cihic™ amd the
"spirir of enpitaliam" Frenklin®s voenrallcy
af the. "mupoess. mrth” (theeuph hesd
work and savinp] wai overtnzes ar the
end nfthe 18th century by the tise nf “hig
Busine=s”™ repressobsd byrhe founder of
L' Bteel Andreew Camegie, whase
approzci inoun idealized way s
reflecked in his aveahingrophicol “The
sospel ul Wealte' und other Timely
Ferays™. Camcgic introdeced massiee
organirationnl adjustments wuch as cnst

geenunting pod rost baced wans pement
im which the wotlke=rs heeame mere cost
factrrs ti he kene as o as aassihle farc
thie sake ol spofic and focther investoean,
Thiz*erhic® of mhat Cameps callzd the
“magir paser af nwnerehip!' was
suppireed by the Aritish philosapher
{And slase frend of Cnmegie] Hearhes
ApEnosc’s interprecacion nf Tharwin's
theasethak then hecome known as Usure:
vl nl the Ttest™ [ Hansen 1592 B4l . LOE].

At the heginmng ol the 2K centiry
Henrt Tord invented bix mousdel T aoko-
mpbite tn he prodoced om Ehe axeembly-
Lineabd preiiotcd  stratses aoad etiue
faat revelttionized capitslise produccien
Focl's prophetic role, 23 Hansen (1%
| I']':l'pn'i'lrs ant; onm be s==na0 transform-
‘npthaantomahile STAm A lnsary pradoce
trbo am item fur mass-romsumphon inoa
time Lthat these was =0 uolimited maskel,
When Uhis marked bocame salisbied = low
deedes Jater tos*vigleaiacy™ Heney Fazd,
then sncotrepreacurial “dictalas™ suditp
g vasl cmpine ossed s Nexibalily to
adjuar te the o ping nesd Fer eompeti-
fivenssa, “poblic cxlntiona®, "appee.”
frarher than simplicits’) wneil She wag
practically farced o chanee alter too
daakl al his lrustrated som Tk consing
the women in the Gamily b Tehel wgwinse
hax awthority (Hanseo T4920 103 102). R
ism prbahly ik wnreTated tohis antheori-
tarianizsm that Farl supporcied the
wrwerpaee of Hillel i Geray {Pooal
aoil Pl 197EL

Bomed virdrandiag sy Leadard
wkose wfferly amd jdues coalzibaed 1o
what Hanaen | [9%20 1352000 catled o
“popl-indngrisl phase" are Thommes
Watson, founder of Tnrernational
Awsiness Aachines and later .= Tacnoca
and Ihimald Iromp. They introduced
new styles af wadezship in line with che
rveratundance of copsumierist sacisty
tharsoerped before and particuncly after
tlis Secomd Woeld Warin the TEA In
thia poriod salssmanshiv beesme more
Leppactant than productiviey amd Walsinm
W i ol thal [usld sod develuped
Tealegforee” and Mpublie relaciens™ of
wiaich “crrparnie. identire” hecame nn
imporiant espect. From predeciag for
the uliTereent el oeeds, which wis pastal
Fuord sirenpth, empheric shilt2:d 1 the
cesabiznul ew ey, Lo Gepouitaoce !
“marketzng” and “slyliog” aml in thosg
llurly relyzog more aod more an such

vapus naanciries 23 Ygreativicy® snd
Mwhiirien! were epahasieed by lacoces
(avhey pande rive T2 vens Mostadg ko suaams
wutamphiles naod the real scizte speci nrnT
Popuid Trump (who wonte “Th= A1 ol
Lo Del 7T whinsc vacessive shawmansaip
and riskydezls branghe him from plaouays
ra-hankmipicy.

Accusilizgg i some [nturnlogists sk
s Alvin Tolller -['I'?.‘i_‘.: ch. 23] the st
xirphasticatel] devel:poentsin sciencean«d
techuoloey will faviiats o “super-
sty shill abcacd se that 4 oo “Lhizd
wed' Lreond v gain impact o FolThes
BURT: 30 cubwd thi cliaos croatod by
usl Dlwstcatism.

Lhis *super-stpeles" sosms to b gain-
rgifhaeres Be pregent. Lo T paoisc”
e it “iAcpe corporate setors” beve
hecme powes ] determinnnts nf ind -
duzlx’lives huture nor (vl neanninh s
lar the rigks they tnkef=.g, regarding the
chelronment] Al scieatilic knowledge
1 bacasingly entengled in the gomes pl
Lo rpuraledekors, 25 wus e xpressed by the
post-moderniin Eyvotard {1984 5 &) when
he ohrerred (hal sedesce 18 now hesnming
& merchandiss, B ceomedity oo Joogpr
canrrlieg by ifa produocas:

“Alrendy in the teac Sow decades,
eiimamic poaers have renched the
amint of i peciling the ars I:ui'_'il;F of the
Srlakte through new farms nf the witmi-
sarion pl'eapital thar go by rhe penertia
o pl meltinacional corpaTned nng
Taeds aew fobigs ol cicculativn imply
chat lowestmient decisions bave, al
lenstio pasr. pased bevimd the contral
af rhe naring-aaiess The oieslon
CHUERICAE 00 Betei cren more thoras
wilh bk devclopment ol computers
ey 2ol iclimatics, Supprss,
Tor-exnmpde, char g flzenauch 25 [BM
15 anrhorized e n-e;:nrh:pf & helt jo the
earth™ wmrhital field znd lannch
communseatinn tatellbides rr snkellites
homging dnta bhonks, Wha will heve
acress ta them? Whe will determios
which chunnels ar datn pre forhidden?
The State? Or will tha State cimply he
e uxer among athers? Mewlegnl
fngaswill be paleed, Bod with ebem Lhs
question; "Who will kuos

Herchesl Sehillerd 198 rz2nd Ceer Hame
liwk {1%8%, 19B4u) anaiysold the growing
influcress of banks 2pd olbee fhranee-
cupilal Sebefesla beldod the bifdsmation-

Ecumoamic Beview (el ! Sir, 7 Doe 15992

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

1%



industry, and emphasized that the “battle
for minds” has become a new arena for
international conflicts, since large-scale
military confrontations now have outlived
their usefulness (Hamelink 1984b). The
process that implies that “all that was
looked upon asholy, is profaned " (as was
observed by Marx and Engels in 1848) is
apparently continuing unabated. Or ig it
beginning to reach its own ecological and
other limitations, as suggested even by
the Club of Rome’s 1972 Report and
many following statements emerging from
the power elite circles themselves. When
the “hourgeoisie’s” expansionist cargo-
cult stunts becoming a zero-sum game
the scenario of the dinosaurs no longer fitting
their environment and destined to die out
may come on the agenda (Hamelink
1984a: {28). Some representatives from
the corporate circles have predicted that
the 1992 European unity market will
result in the fast disappearance of about
haif the present large-scale corporations,
as they will be swallowed up by the other
half (Fin. Times Nov, 23, 1988). Is this
part of the “super-struggle™ that Alvin
Toffler predicted? In a more recent state-
ment based on his frequent contacts with
top-managerial people, Toffler (1985:
128) pointed out:

*“Qur managerial ¢lites are staggering
under an impossible decision load.
That will force the elites to allow more
people to participate to help carry the
decision load. That’s why we hear
more and more about participatory

1]

management..... .

Later he adds that he does not mean
“to suggest that all this happens without
conflict, In fact, T anticipate tremendous
conflict about the right to participate”
{Toffler 1985 129). Does this imply that
the cargo cult unleashed by the “bour-
geoisie” particularly in the USA is
becoming aware of its limits and muddling
through? Kolko (1988) shows, with a
wealth of official sources, that important
but sometimes contradictory U.S. econo-
mic and political interests are often behind
many complex and controversial events
particularly since the early seventies (see
also Huizer 1980: 184-210). These interests
have put their faith in the cargo of
export-oriented - development in Third
World countries which has been characte-
rized as “dependent capitalism” and is
monitored on a world scale by the World

POLITICAL §

Bank and the International Monetary
Fund (Kolko 1988). Asboth Kolke (1988)
and Hancock (1989) show particularly
the US government, and corporate

“interests which it more or less openly

.

represents, are using these international
bodies to monitor the economies of Third
World countries rather than doing this
directly. The networks of various Western
states {such as the G7) seem to follow the
same line. To what extent are the "free-
market” policies dogmatic and self-
defeating if seen in a long-term perspec-
tive? Ironically, as Kolko (1988: 249-264)
shows, it is this kind of dependent develop-
ment and “free-market” policies imposed
or promoted by IMF and World Bank on
countries like the Philippines which create
conditions favourable to the emergence
of radical social protest movements, even
“creating a revolution™.

Expressing views representative for
many local movements, the World
Council of Churches’ publication *“The
Political Economy of the Holy Spirit”
describes certain aspects of this cult:

“Nobody can deny the fascination

that the market exercises upon people..

Consumption patterns bewitch the

masses. People want to participate in

the market, but they are actually
excluded from it, The plight of the
poor is closely linked to the affluence

of the rich” (de Santa Ana 1990: 13).

As the authors of this document point
out, the modern market is the highest
expression of the gpplication of instru-
mental reason, one of the main fruits of
17th and 18th century Enlightenment. Tts
functioning has been described and
propagandized by Enlightenment philoso-
phers like John Locke (who had a big
stake in the slave trade) and John Adam
Smith who noted in The Wealth of
Nations that when two tradesmen speak
together they are already conspiring
against the public. John Adam Smith
himself was aware that the market could
easily be perverted (Ibid: 46). How can a
different approach be initiated for the
next millenium?

While historians have at times over
emphasized the role of “personalities” in
history-making, social scientists have
probably under-emphasized their influ-
ence within the social forces and structures
under consideration. In this context

Weber’s tecm charisma has been used at

times. Tentatively it can be observed that
most renovating movements are led by
charismatic personalities who can either
be empowering their followers towards
taking their fate into their own hands or
can bzcome authoritarian power-holders
(not much different from their original
enemies). Combinations or intermediate
positions of these two “ideal types” are
the most frequent in peasant or mille-
narian movements,

Inhisstudy of “cargo-cults"in Melane-~
sig Peter Worsley (1968) deals extensively
with the relative importance of charis-
matic leaders in the emergence of social
movements. He points out (Ibid; xii) that
a charismatic personality can only be
called charismatic if he is recognized as
such by followers:

' “Charism, therefore, sociologically
viewed, is a social relationship, not an
attribute of individual personalityora
mystical guality. That people believe
in it is a datum, not a confirmation of
the ultimate validity of the belief.
Charisma thus provides, for those
who believe in it, more than an abstract
ideological rationale or a special kind
of legitimation, It is a legitimation
grounded in a relationship of loyalty
and identification, in which the leader
is followed because he embodies values
in which the followers have an
‘interest’.”

Worsley’s observations regarding
leadership in millenarian movements
correspond with those on the role of
charismatic leaders in the emergence of

‘peasant organizations (Huizer 1972: ch.

7). The leaders are not only dependent on
inner strength but on a capacity to voice
and represent the interests of those, who
follow their guidance. This capacity as
such, however, can be seen as a gift: few
people have it, and many don'.

Marglin, in a provocative study on
knowledge and power, has indicated that
also in Western society the power of
making people follow and believe is a
crucial element in determining behaviour,
even in modern economic behaviour:

“It would be a8 mistake to think that
the power of belief is a characteristic
of traditional society from which we
are liberated by modernization. One
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the flexibility of a movement, or concen-
trates disproportionate power in a leader
or group of leaders, from the ranks new
charismatic personalities emerge who, if
duely supported, can revive the old
impetus including (or not) the leadership.

It has been indicated by Mayer (1979:
20, 119) that the example of charismatic
leadership that was a main inspiration for
Weber to develop its conceptualization in
his time were not leaders of the down-
trodden but rather the more influential
social actors, e.g. Bismarck, and in the
economic sphere the bourgeois capitalist
entrepreneurs. Weber was aware of the
risks involved with such leadership, parti-
cularly if economics and politics were
combined:

“The proclamation of the charismatic
principle within the realm of the
economic system must ultimately
destroy democracy, once it concludes
an alliance with the charismaticleader
in the realm of politics™ (Mayer 1979:
96). :

The “bourgeoisie” has its charismatic
personalitics and these appear generally
to be of the authoritarian hierarchical
type, and in some cases even prepared to
use terror ta achieve their goals (see e.g.
Kolko 1988, Chomsky 1985). Beyond the
field of business administration little
research has been done regarding the
mentality of such personalities. A recent
~study by Dean and Mihalasky {1978)
shows that of a sample of the most
successful corporate top-managers about
75% has special “psychic” qualities (e.g.
precognition).

To my experience, as yet not systema-
tized, many charismatic mass — or grass-
roots leaders often also have these quali-
ties. A puzzling question behind such
facts remains: what is it that motivates
those who move or guide the people’s
social movements and on the other hand
those who lead “the bourgeoisie (which)
cannot exist without incessantly revolu-
tionizing the instruments of production”™
{Marx 1962/ 1848: 49)7 Another relevant
question is: what are the differences
between corporate elites of Western
Furope, Japanand the U1.5.A. asregards
long-term or short-term strategies? Signifi-
‘cant differences haye been noted by Roos
(1991). An outstanding example of the
US managers approach, the L T.T. General

Manager Harold Geneen (who offered
US$ 1,000,000 ta the C.I.A. to overthrow
the Allende regime) stated about his
management approach:

“I wanted to create that kind of an
invigorating, challenging, creative
atmosphere at ITT. I wanted to get the
people there to reach for goals that
they might think were beyond them. I
wanted them to accomplish more than
they thought was possible. And I
wanted them to do it not only for the
company and their carreers but also
for the fun of it" {Geneen 1984: 129),

The main objective of this management
effort was “asteady stable growth of 10 to
15 percent increase in earnings per share
for each and every year, Together we set
out the double our earnings in five years”
(Geneen 1984: 131). This motivation
(increasingly absurd in the context of a
zero-sum ecology) was apparently enough
to overcome moral qualms about killing
thousands of Chileans and overthrowing
a democratically elected government. To
what extent is this “belief” as Marglin
(1990} called it, part of the “abstract
heartless philosophy” that according to
two experts in management studies Peters
and Waterman (1982: 45) predominates
among the top-managers who reach
“excellence” in their field. It was also
observed by these cxp'erts:

“Professionalism in management is
regularly equated with hardheaded
rationality, We saw it surface at ITT
in Harold Geneen's search for the
‘unshakable facts’. 1t flourished in
Vietnam where success was counted
by body counts, Its wizards were Ford
Motor Company's whiz kids and its
grand pajandrum was Robert
M(:_Nan‘iara. The numerative, rationalist
approach to management dominates
the business schools” (Ibid: 29).

When facing the excalation in the
confrontation with social movements such
as the peasant rebellion in Vietnam this
“hardheaded” management approach, an
“affliction” as it was called {Ibid: 29) can
lead to catastrophy, as noted:

“Qur obsession with body counts in
Vietnam and our failure tounderstand

the persistance and long-time horizon

of the Eastern minid culminated in one
of America’s most catastrophic mis-

allocations of resources — human,
moral and material” (Ibid: 45).

A careful study of the leading circles in
the (main fractions of) Western power
elite(s) and their motivation, strategies
and mutual relationships appears highly
relevant particularly since the last few
years the operations and activitics of the
“bourgeoisie(s)"”, appear more and more
to resemble millinarian movements
reacting to crises with a cargo beliefinan
increasingly aggresive manner.

Of course in the post-industrial phase
as it first developed in the USA and later
spread ¢» Western Europe the growing
influence of “mind managers™ to spread
and consolidate this cargo—cult has been
crucial as was observed by Herbert Schiller
(1973: 4).

“Where manipulation is the principal
means of social control, as it is in the
United States, the articulation and
refinement of manipulative techniques
take precedence over other intellectual
activities. In accordance with market
principles, therefore, manipulative
work attracts the keencst talent
because it offers the system’s richest
incentives. Talented Ph.D.’s in English
literature wind up as advertising copy-
writers. Madison Avenue pays a lot
more than do college English depart-
ments.”

Schiller (1973: 8-24) describes and
analyzes some of the “myths” that form
part of this manipulation of conscious-
ness, among which are the myth of indi-
vidualism and personal choice, the myth
of the “end of ideology™ and the myth of
unchanging human nature and a pessimis-
tic appraisal of buman potential. Among
the techniques to mould consciousness
are the fragmentation and immediacy of
information and entertainment. Schiller
(1973: 94-102) pictures Walt Disney
Productions Inc. as one of the strongest
and extremely [ucrtive creations to enter-
tain people into conformity and Walt
Disney is therefore seen ag “one of the ten
greatest men of business in American
histary”, along with Carnegic, Ford and
Jokn 2. Kockefeller,

Although not specially studied by
Hansen (1992) it is clear that the “charis-
matic milieu”in which the business leaders
operated is at least as important as the
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IDEOLOGIES IN THE PHILIPPINES:
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
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T his paper, in brief, is an attempt to
present the major ideologics espoused
by different partics, groups, and aggrupations
in the country today and analyze their con-
cepts of an ideal political system for the
Philippines. Given the multifarious and
complex socio-cultural, economic, and po-
litical problems of the country, ideoclogies
continue to compele in offering solutions
and programs of government to respond to
the national crisis.

Idcologies have sharpened their distine-
tions and differences from each other as they
strive 1o gain peoples’ support to their ide-
ologies; while new ones emerged or re-
emerged to suit the idiosyncracies of the
country's political milieu. These develop-
ments arc most welcome and encouraging
because they signify the growth of political
movements aspiring to answer the country’s
acute social illnesses.

An expanded and slightly revised paper delivered on the occasion of the First Naiional
Convention and Third Anniversary of the Kabataang Liberal ng Pilipinas, (Young
Liberals of the Philippines) September 12-13, 1992, Hasmin Bldg., Polytechnic Univer-

sity of the Philippines, Manila,

All ideologies have their raison d'etre
and proffer convinecing arguments o justify
their programs of govemment and strategies
{or abetter political system, either by etching
and grafting new or re-modelled structures
within the existing socio-gconomic and po-
litical order or building new ones from the
ashes of the old.

Ideologies in one historical point,

oftentimes depending on its position from
the power spectrum at a given time, can be
generally considered conservalive, reform-
ist, and revolutionary or radical. These can
be classified under the following groups: as
staunch defender of the status quo, when it is
deemed dominant and in power (conserva-
tive or “rightist”); an advocate of change
within the existing order when it is in the
fringe of political power (moderate or “cen-
trist”); and a rabid believer in the total de-
struction of an exisling social order through
“revolutionary viclence” when it is out of
power and does not seem Lo have achance of
seizing political power under the present
socio-economie and political structure (radi-
cal or “leftist”™).

Apart from these major categories, there
are other ideologies which stand “in-
between” the aforesaid classifications.
Thesc ideologies are modifications of exist-
ing ones and contain ceriain shades of two or
more fundamental elements of major ideolo-
gies. These “shady™ are formulated and
“concocled” by political scientists through
time and are continued to be done as the
politicallandscape of a given society changes.
However, they remain to be classified in
accordance with their ideclogical roots, how
they perceive change, and in what moede it
should be done. Ideclogies, therefore, are not
mere products of abstract reasoning but arc
interpretations of political events and phe-
nomena-historical and contemporary—based
on the concrete conditions of the time.

Apparently, the [ulure and survival of
ideologics rest on the peoples’ support and
their ability to dynamically respond to new
challenges and demands of political devel-
opment as well as ideals of a “good” society.
Whether such ideal political system is an-
chored onsolid and material bases and viable
given the country’s political culture is for the
people Lo decide and history to judge.

The discussion in detail and in depth of
various ideologies cannot be done in this
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On the other hand, political culture is far
more complex and diffused sets of political
beliefs—almost a mosaic-that includes not
only several competing beliefs, but belief
systern (subcultures) that influence political
life. It refers to all those aspects of a coun-
try’s gemeral colture that bear more or less
directly onpolitical processes and institutions.

Anideology has three (3) main structural
aspects, namely: relationship to a grandiose
philosophical system; program derived from
a philosophical system; and strategy of real-
izing programmatic airns (Hagopian u.d.:
391). In other words, an ideslogy is not a
philosophy but a translation of an abstract
philosophical principle into a concrete po-
litical program intended to achieve aspe-ific
goal.

Moreover, an ideology performs the fol-
lowing functions: it tries 1o legitimize and
provide moral justification for political
power; helps interpret reality by organizing
the complexity of the political world into
more readily manageable categories of
thought; and mobiliza the masses either to
support or overthorw an existing pelitcal

~ order, -

Given the aforcsaid conlext, ideologies
in the Philippines will be analyzed using the
parameters setforth in the definition of an
ideology.

Liberal democraticideslogy is one of the
various ideologies in the country espoused
by parties, groups, and aggrupations which
remained tied with the colonial-sponsored
liberal democratic thouglit as propagated by
the Americans. Perhaps, this is the longest
existing ideology in the country prommcnuy
embodied by political electoral parties since
the “granting” of Philippine independence in
1546, '

Liberal democracy is neo-liberalism or
modern liberalism as - distinguished from
classical liberalism of John Locke (natural
rights liberalism), John Stuart Mill (utilitar-
ian liberalism}, Herbert Spencer (social
Darwinist liberalism). Althongh classical
liberalism and neo-liberalism share the same

unit of social analysis—-the individual-~the

former beligves that Jiberalism is incompat-
ible with democracy while the laiter asserts
that liberalism and democracy are insepara-
ble. : v o

Liberal democracy defines freedom ina

‘positive sense. Il contends that individual

8 POLITICAL

freedom cannot be fully realized by mere
absence or minimal government control and
social pressure on one’s thought and action.
Freedom is deemed accquirsd only when
onehas achieved a certain “freedom-creating”
state of mind which requires governmental
action whose responsibility is to raise its
citizens® level of consciousness to a point
where an individual can exercise one’s
freedom in amature and responsible manner.
Beyond such point, the growth and expansion
of one’s freedom becomes a personal re-
sponsibility. The modern liberals do not
advecate a “patemnal governmen:” which
denies the individual the responsibility to
nowrish or destroy ons’s acquired freedom.

While it is apparent that the libersls cali
for the safeguard of individual’s rights and
liberiies, classical and neo-liberalism differ
in the means on how to sectre one's indi-
vidualism. For the former, the government
should perform & minimum rule while the
latter favour an expanded role in the affairs
of i1s citizens especizlly in the areas of sco-
noamics and education.

The transition from a “negative” or
“positive” conception of freedom and the
shift from anti-democratic liberalism to lib-
eral democracy is a matter of logical neces-
sity and not a product of historical develop-
ment. The convergence of the ideas of liber-
alism and demberacy resolves a pragmatic
question in development rather than a doc-
trinaire. As Leonor Hobhouse states:

“The manner in which the state is to
exercise its controlling power {over

property and industry) is.to be leami by .

experience and even in large measure by
cauticus government” {in Sidorsky
1970:20).

A more interventionist role of govern-
ment in the economy cannot be dispensed
with and becomeés fundamental as laissez
faire economics could no longer ensure the
ideals of liberalism (Lawson 1989:66). Jeha
Stuart Mill argned that laissez faire did not
promotethe survival of the 1!t¢estbut ensured

the, exploitation of the many by the few.

Neither did it guarantce the worker's just
cempensation for the amount of work ren-
dered but the reward was inversely Dropor-
tion to work (Rodee et. al. 1983:100), Thus,
it becomes essential that social and political

reforms be undertaken by the govemnment.
The Siate, therefore, has a social funcdon,

Liberal democrats be:_liev'e. that the indi-
vidual’s liberty must be defined within a

social context rather than abstracting one’s
nature, motivations, and rights cutside of an
economically interdependent society. John
Dewey maintains that individual develop-
ment and progress necessitate social requi-
sites and insulating an individual from
society constitutes a debasement of one's
individualism (in Hagopian u.d. : 470-71),
He thinks that true individualism for the
rasses and elite requires collective (gov-
ernmental) action agamst misery, poverty,
and ignorance.

The neo-liberals perceive that true free-
dorn of an individual can cnly manifest when
one's thoughts and actions are governed by
reason and morality, termed as the “higher”
or “true” self, instead of the “lower”™ self
(instincts and passions). True freedom,
equated with the “higher” self or “self-re-
alization”, can be attained with the individu-
al’s association and participation with a
group. As Dewey said;

“Liberty is that secure release and fulfil-
ment of personal potentialities which take
place only in wide and manifold associa-
tion with others; the power to be an in-
dividualized self making a distinctive
contribution and enjoying in its own way
the fruits of association” (1954:150 in
Hagopian w.d.: 471).

Evidently, liberal democracy is more
phuralisiic and democratic in addressing the
question of individualisin compared to
classical liberalism. It recognizes the i im-
portant role of a govcrmnent, asa political
institution, in promoting the citizens' free-
dom 25 long as it does not interfere into the
realm of the individual’s “freed{)m crt,a:mg" '
state of mind ; :

Neo-liberals, furthermore, accept the
growing participation of government in ¢i-
vilian affairs as society becomes complex.
For them, itis inevitable and consistent with i
the basic puxpose ofhberahsm—to securefor
all citizens an equal opportunity for self-
developiment. The government is allowed 1o
assurne more welfare functions not only for
the middle class but for those citizens who
are prevented by circutnstances beyond their
contzol 16 effectively compete wuh mose'
who are more pnvlleged ' ]

leeral demaocracy, ’ov \ﬂrtue of its
adherance to demmi'aa,y advocales for pa-
Hamentary govemmmt in the broau semse-
an elected members uf leglslalurc which
exercises acheckon thepowers oftheexecu-
tive. It believes in the idea that all rational

22
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. This inequality is thus reflected in the
entire society. Therelations between classes
tend to be oppressive and exploitative, with
the few privileged classes possessed with
extreme wealth, power, and opporfunities
while the vast working masses squalor in
poverty, powerlessness, and ignorance.

Meoreover, the basic feature of liberalism
and capitalism which is the private owner-
ship of the basic means of production (land,
mines, machines, and technigues) and ex-
change (wholesale and retail cutlets, trans-
portation and communication facilitzes, fi-
nancial institutions, ete.) has resulted in the
overconceniration of wealth and prosperity
to the “bourgeois class™ and deprived the
“proletariat™ or working class of its just share
in the fruits of labour,

In thisregard, the socialists say that liber-
alism protected the freedom, liberty, and
rights of the bourgeoisie and constricted that
of the toiling masses. They contend that the
capitalist economic systern engendered the
exploitation of man by man and resulted in
dehumanization and alienation for society.

The system, therefore, which places an
individual as its center and disregards the
interest of the society in general becomes
abhorable. Furthermore, asystem which gives
primordial value to private accumulation of
capital and maximization of profit and
completely remiss of its social responsibility
to those who made them rich is detestable.

Socialism becormnes attractive to the most
underprivileged masses —the exploited and
oppressed. It feeds on the poverty, misery,
material deprivation, and ignorance of the
people. |t is an ideclogy based on emotion

wd {ecling, nonetheless, intelleciually de-
fensible, which accounts for its ascension to
and later fall from power, This also explains
the passion with which socialists contend
against each other as one tries o defend the
brand of socialism one believes in. Appar-
ently, sitnilar passion is exhibited against the
non-socialist world,

Socialism deparis from the liberal
democratic concept of humannature. itviews
that the most important characteristic of
human beings is the individual’s natural so-
ciability. People can readily engage in coop-
erative social activity only if given achance.
However, structures of society —political,
econornic, 2nd social institutions, were cre-
ated to respond to the selfish needs and
demends of individuals who are fortnate to
possess political and economic power due to

POLITICALE

birth, race, creed, or sex. These stictures
evenmally became instruments of the privi-
leged class to expand and consolidate their
powers through exploitation and oppression
cavsing untold sufferings to the greater
number of people in the society,

The socialists belisve that a better sceiety
can be established through the social own-
ership of the means of production where the
State becomes the owner, economic planner,
and distributor of socio-economic benefits,
It is argued that this sconomic system {so-
cialism) would prevent the overcon-
centration of weaith to individuals, promote
social equity and fair distribution of public
goods, and correct social and economic dis-
parity between the rich and poor.

Likewise, socialists advocate the limits-
tion or total abolition of private property.
This is viewed as the source of selfishness
and greed. The absence of private ownership
is envisioned to accelerate the attainment of
an egalitarian society. This is the stage of
society where one becomes totally free,

Under a socialist State, the working class
which is the most explcited but most pro-
ductive under capntallsm wouldbe the ruling
and governing class. This will ensure polit-
cal powerto theonce powerless class and use
itto strengthen its power base agamstpossible
stiempts of the bourgeoisie to redeem the
power it lost. Moreover, with the workers at
the helm of the Siate, employment would be
guaranteed and just share in the fruits of their
productive labour will be assured.

Socialism as an ideology covers 2 wide
range of beliefs. Given the fundamental
agreements on the imperative of eschewing
away therootcauseof multitude’s suffreing
by limiting or abolishing private property,
sharp disagreements are noted on the manner
or method that would be most sffective m
bringing about the ideal sociel system; the
extent on the limitation of private property
ownership: the roles, if any, the State and
government sould play in the construction
and consolidation of socialisin; and the
character of the socialist state.

C.A.R. Crosland (1963:67) stipulates the
following principles of socialism, regardiess
of its variety:

1. A protest against the material poverty
and physical squalor which capitalism
produced:

2. A widerceoncern for “social welfare” for

. the interests. of those in need, or op-
pressed, or unfortunate, from whatever
cause;

3. A belief in equality and the “classless
society”, and especiaily a desire to give
the worker his “just” rights and a rea-
sonable staius at work:

4. Arejection of competitive antagonism,
and an ideal of fraternity and coopera-
tion; and

5. A prowest against the inefficiencies of
capitalism as an economic system, and
notably its tendency to mass unemploy-
ment. !

In the Philippines, the socialist move-
ment has two major tendencies: One, the
social democrats or democratic socialists
who opt for a peaceful and democratic tran-
sition from capitalism to socialism; and two,
the revolutionary socialists who believe in
armed struggle as the primary means in
seizing political power for the estabhsnmcnt
of socialism in the couniry.

Thereis the third group whichemerged in
mid-1980s and callsitselfas the“independent
socilisis”. This group, for some reasons or
another, thinks that it embodies s different
strand of socialism compared to the two
sociafistblocks mentioned. However, astudy
of their program and strategy seems to indicaie
that it is no different form the social demo-
crats/democratic socialists, Their interest in
disassociating from the latter, perhaps, is a
reason other than political.

Social democracy or democzatic secial-

- ism traces its roots to Karl Marz. Contempo-

rary social democrats would even label
tiemselves as the “rue” Marxists. They are
the Marx of 1872 speaking before the Dutch
workers on peaceful transition of capitalism
io socialism than the Marx of 1848 pro-
claiming the specter of communism is
haunting Europe and calls upon the workers
of the world to unite and revolt against their
CPPIessors.

Socialdemocracy, also kmown az “evolu-
tionary socialism”, is a late 19th century
ideology which grew out of the convistion
that socialism can be achieved through a
democratic process rather thanrevolutionary
violence. It asserts that capitalism can be
voted out in the electoral and parlismentary
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The Filipino SDs/DSs assert that they do
not “attempt to apprepriate the Revisionist
ideology” of Bernstein nor share the premise
of “progressivencss of capitalism” for their
“gradualism” (gradual approach to social-
ism). Their “ideology” is said to be based on
the *“different reading of the realitics of
capitalism in the Philippines (domestic capi-
talism) and of global monopoly capitalism
today” and “commitment to the primacy of

democracy as the means 1o socialism™

(Karans 1987: 18-19).

No matter how the SDs/DSs try 1o dis-
associate themselves from revisionism in
their effort to project their “ideology” as a
political thought based on the Philippine
“class structure, political culture, and level
of economic development” rather than
something borrowed, their minimum and
maximum programs glatingly indicate that
they arc the piety followers and staunch
defenders of revisionism, Practically, noth-
ing was added nor taken away from the basic
principles of the 19th century classical social
democratic doctrine. In fact, their aversionio
‘welfare state even placed them among the
lelt-wing social democrats of G.D.H, Cole
and R. H. S. Crossman, thus drawing them
ncarer to the moderate communists in the
Philippines. In other words, only affirmations
and nothing new were said.

In the general sense, Filipino SDs/I)Ss
share the view with Bernsiein and Fabians
on the peaceful transition to socialism.
Bemsteinrejected the “calastrophic theory”,
whercby it was contended" that the
“immiserization” of the working class would
precipitate revolutionary action. On the
contrary, he argued that the progress of so-
cialism does notdepend onthe “deterioration
of social conditions” or misery but on
eliminating abuses (Bemsiein 1961:213),

Bemsteinbelieved thatthe elimination of
abuses can be done through massive educa-
tion of the workers on theirrighis and powers
as well as their future under socialism; or-
ganization of the workers which will
strengthen their ranks to work for political
and economic reforms within the parameters
of the existing state; and use of democratic
and parliamentary processes where political
and economic benefiis would reach the
workers in the immediate the tangible ways,

For Bernstein, improvement of the cco-
nomic and political welfare of the workers
presupposes a sophisticated, educated, well-
organized, and confident working class.
Piecemeal reforms will eventually raise the

POLITICAL @

material, moral, and mental level of the

~workers 1o 4 point where socialism shall

become the logical conclusion and inevita-
ble reality. Thus, revolution is rendered su-
perfluous and “dictatorship™ of any class
becomes unnecessary.

Moreover, Bemstein contended that po-
litical and economic reforms are precondi-
tions of both socialism and working class’
emancipation and the struggle for reforms
must be done in a democratic manner
(Hagopian 1985:145). Political democracy
as seen by Bernstein is the antcchamber to
socialismor economic democracy. Likewise,
the Fabians express that the need for
gradualism and the need for democracy arc
closely linked inits political approach, Siclney
Webb rwngmzed that:

“Important organic changes can only be
(1) democratie, and thus acceplable to
the majority of the people, and prepared
for the minds of all; (2) gradual, and thus
causing no dislocation, however rapid
may be the rate of progress; (3) not re-
garded as immoral by the mass of the
people, and thus not subjectively demor-
alizing to them, and (4) in this country at
anyrate, constitutional and peaceful”" (in
George Shaw ed. u.d.: 51; quoied in
Hagopian 1985:147) (underscoring pro-
vided). S

The Fabians® bias for gradualism slems
from the British peculiar political culture
which disdains vntesied mnovations and
abstract concepls and theories and the need
to try it oul in a certain transitional stage uniil
confidence is built up for practical applica-
tion. :

The Fabians and Bemsteins think that the
revisionist transition lo socialism is most
optimistic and democracy is not only valu-
able in itself but would hasten the victory of
socialism. €lassical social democracy posits
the indispensability of democracy in the
struggle for socialism. Democracy is con-
sidered both a means to an end (socialist
cconomy) and an end in itself (just political
qrder).

Clearly, the Filipino SDs/DSs are no
different from the Bernstcins and the Fabi-
ans. In fact, their minimum program seems
to be an cxact replica of Bemstein’s and
fabians’ thought expressed more than 100
years back. Their concept of “equalization of
power” is nothing but a rephrasing of
Bemstein's idea of the “rise of mass de-
mocracy” and the “ereationof a strongcr and

more sophisticated working class” capable
of contesting the power of the bourgeoisie in
electoral politics.

Similarly, the SDs/DSs call for the de-
mocratization of society by building “alter-
native centers of power” both in the formal
and informal strctures of the State is indeed
a re~echo of Karl Kautsky’s statement that:
“modern socialism (is) not merely social
organization of production, but democratic
organization of society as well” (1964:6).
Thedemocratic organization of the socicty is
perceived to be crucial in instilling into the
minds of the masses that socialism’s time
has come thereby can be voted in demo-
Crati ,tlly

Likewise, the SD-:,FDSS vision for the

nationalization of industries and establish-
ment of the Stale as the central economic
planner, defined in its maximum program,
{democratic socialism), are the same argu-
ments of the classical social democrats, The
latter believe that full social justice would be
realized only in an cconomy where the gov-
ernment had *nationalized” at least the
“commanding heights” of the economy, Ba-
sic industry would be owned by the public
sector and the whole econemy will beran in
accordance with a central plan of the State.
Thenew econemic institutions, further, would
be supervised by the representatives of the
people. The aforesaid statement ebviously,
do not run counter to what the Filipino $Ds/
DSs have pronounced in their maximum
program.

The desistance of the Filipino SDs/DSs
from adv ocaling a welfare state for the
Philippines is to avoid the danger of being
perceived as approximating the ideological
line of the neo-liberals. They are quite em-
phatic fo state that they ““do not aspire for the
establishment of a welfare stae” (Karaos
1987-18). However, this doesnot make them
distinctive at all. By driving the wedge be-
tween neo-liberalism and “Filipino” social
democracy, the latter linked itself 1o the
social democratic “left” whose doctrines have
been personified by G.D.H. Cole and R.H.S.
Crossman —with a hairline difference sepa-
rating the leftist social democrat and less
radical communist.

Cole and Crossman advanced the idea
that full realization of democracy and other
values of socialism shall be ensured only in
a largely socialized economic system. Cole
pointed outthat welfare state isnotsocialism:
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{Translation from Spanish)

CHE AND TODAY’S SOCIALISM

Fernando Martinez Heredia

The events and social changes that took
place in the last few years were of such a
density that they may only be compared
with what had accumulated in the decades
of 1940 and 1950. Then there were the
zenith and the downfall of nazism, the
Soviet and American presence in the
centre of Europe, the recognition of the
end of capitalism in seven European
countries and in a part of Germany and
the conformity with its continuity in
Greece, Italy, Austria and the rest of
Europe. There was the open predomi-
nance of the United States in the capitalist
world; there were the “contention® and
the Cold War - postwar geopolitics of
two social regimes—, the end (incomplete)
of colonialism and adolescent expansion
of neo-colonialism. There were the
triuraph of the revelution in China, the
Vietnamese victory in Dien Bien Phu, the
war of liberation in Algeria, the triumph
of the Cuban revolution. There were the
postwar reconstruction of the US.8.R,,
the 20th Congress of the CPSU, the
government of Kruschchev and the Soviet
departure for the cosmos.

That world has been shaken today,
emptied of sense, changed by gigantic
commotions, The whole East European
system and the political system of two
counterpoised blocs that lasted four
decades, has disappeared. The biopola-
rity was dismantled within a shortest
period and the United States emerges as
the only global power which imposes its
military, ideological and economic power
despite the fact that economically Western
Europe and Japan have some predomi-
nance over it. The end of the U.S.8.R. is
astonishing; there exists no other histori-
cal example of complete elimination of a
powerful State without the intervention
of a war. The maturity of imperialism,
developed through economical and ideolo-
gical processes during those decades,

now shows itself bare and proud. Tts
democracy, its market, -remorseless
way of living, its world order appear as
victorious, desirable or inevitable .

according to who judges or to whom the
message is directed seeking to rise up
against it scems absurd. The severe loss,
the unpopularity and discouragement of
the ideals of socialism have undergone
can hardly be exapgerated. ' Carried
away by those facts, the efforts for develop-
ment and the struggles of liberation of the
peoples of the Third World or even the
most modest aspirations of survival and
just treatment, of sovereignty of their
States, scem far away.

The decades of 40-50, the years of
adolescence and youth of Ernesto
Guevara, were also those of his formation
as arevolutionary, In 1959 he was already
Che. These gloomy years which we are
living today may make us forget Che's
thinking. This forgetfulness would be
part of the end of an epoch in which it was
belicved that the human being may
become something more than an egoistic
animal, that massive organised action
can make the liberation and perfectibility
of societies and individuals and the deve-
lopment of the Third World countries
pussible,

At the beginning of 1989 the final
phase of an epoch that marked the 20th
century elapsed. Throughout that period,
the ideological influence and the general
weight of the U.8.5.R., were decisive for
socialism in the world. The only practical
reference of state power of communist
orientation during decades, protagonist
of the first triumphant anti-capitalist
revolution from the Commune of 1871,
mother country of the most distinguished
Marxist revolutionery leader, the U.S.5.R.
headed a system of political parties almost
the world over and made an impact on

28

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Economic Review Oct. / Nov. / Dec. 1992



S N R A ST 50 1A LI R T e S,

etz o persoms wichion all the eonlins

The enegnifict=6n ¢ ple ol inri-faacizon s
pearale wrare rrae Rl the Soven prosiee,
alrbemgli gwen chan She peeplatinm Rogh
1217 hnd bocpwraindod fo dedth duetog
elivi=inn ja Hw powsr Afferihe viciorrita
Bale powel ca @yt the menith, i ploba
cuntoovetsd wilh vhe Lmired Stgies wndd
Lbuueh “Foersahlbe Road nfin.grdag ol
=o' ilues it aroved To b incanahle AT
Tecrrngioy and d=eneniny Lie Saviar
sozia )il muerment i ad plsea Bith te
It Filed bt generate 20eme collvgg e
el b radieally ditlevent Frop bl
culturs nEd omod oo wnd wmald spa-
tute fhe judispeasahle mieans {of Lhe
fdaslormntioe of the setitunne e
s2letiods and the persous that,in g e
phzledpusory provesg, wopld evera mipse
Fhe soc it trameition- 2 jeality. Ther
bagic dilivieney frhat dopalved eaeerhnie
cally diverse VSSE. ol wn efficizat
Toundelion) exeended iacll tathe hiee of
eatinisles erider it Inadrshis and pre-
vented [Eeie counrdes fron advaticing
tuwearda e covhous Ly of sacbal ieegoele s
Lzrspite af tae global colo it game to play,
Ivcuekd noe errs e an attrnclivs Sacus
Trr the oppicssed nf tha peef of the warld
Tearvthiug vame tooan #ng Ju less than
thoee wenfy, Tho suibden’ disaatee, the
scandnlone ways fiy which fepders; idee-
Iopisrs apd - ollcizle wirhoul Lke Tensr
d=zeraat, ahamloned theidedls they ae e
proclalciing vp e thew sad ahicl
dwsloved the Frarhetious wnd the whols
af e et e el wibk it resisd

ance meT Exeniphe gestuTeEr, v wioply
pitrticination of the i ng af lendees of i
Provior s spseEmoin e few politicn] nad
SOOI TRETES, SU0E G in rE exkablis-
e vapillim, make e sucialist anslyoeg
afwlat Eidlewesdd mims diffes 0 Soevertke

Peesl e 8 Joduinensable vac Ko and
eviiunte gt process, <nd spaideolly ol
Chw overahe o oe tofalitarinn sfater o)
the mmking of public ppinien aberaling
inthe wearld today: 1 el Hos glecarion ta
the nesd b Baviag ver interpretalons
Yo Tatin Amedies, vl the experionees
ad Hee ww-calbed: repl gocialim and G
CobsegdeTcEs,

Tz osl-rev e lofana s ke Uaat ore-
wailsd during deaades ip the ULR.5CTE,
and e ceuntries of rhe Eaal Eurppenn
blac At plod o deyel np oo gocialing o
the: producive-foroes 2rd 3r age deleared
by the devslonment af the aosloctive

tarees &f warld crpitalism The nlmigary
aratie i which the idsus of Mare, Bl
md - Basin tegotdine Ve State dg dm
dnstrumend ol socialist revolition, 49
Fractice were depenvraesd progressivehe
eiihvxizred the socety, mads persznent
(2 power 6F 8 proup and dictr bl
privileges amanp thec, Rrats nnd secicty
Wrs AplrHTE a8 Jo suech nchra s and o
peadual manner riat L deemed somiselis
neteral and the syatepi dicwto g el
ergsded Lo the marrear, Ul gropsl Hes of
eonftedtation with rhe Uniled “Biorsc
sontintel apparentis, ol it cnpid
detslivcatien nay ane of the fao=hriding
sigre ol the Nl avisis

The dowplall of the systorm did e
tutze plees Uumugh aea ple’s zevahiarians,
It i ahvipus that the tosction 4 that
ayter manifceled and prosislived Grself
when the diKss wess remoisd, [oocertnin
movements aod soons oew irstdilcone
there cxisted noicl polential FRvaiehli
AP ael borememgslywilh penale's vaie
oo Whut s exrepotdinary; iven. s as
b how Lwas mnengad Lo stuve ofF dlial
pocsibiliny ol the peophe teking the D
dridst encl fab-rouching olianges and
seatlorming ot leuslupra miong L has Heeny
gx bthe tolsd casigned ro(aom by rin
corenis thar prodosded and controlled
the cannpes — changes nfish slomming
Frumn the 2t wobuncs ol the provioes systeny:
The muine coafasions, e élhaic and
natienalist confiummations, some partial
strapples, less indzrest i palities.
i nEENOE arpiTacinng faim the fmin pe ol
the miogh peneridised atfituds, 1t 'is nars-
tigmatic s the ddeatepienl sad ioorel.de-
arimamenr, thy casttorinn of lnciatives
for o the malidtes which [kt regite
sl retarring s legirimacy Lo the
et ambiricar s sl nlan aFhistere: the
Comuuaist Tropis, the world anlidaeity
srigRls ol e anprsssed agning caplisl-
fem, the dreation of new sacisrisg basei
an ths predomingne: ol the howds nl
soliclerts, the Marwist rheasy,

The detearelion ul the mevahrtionacy
aeat unal the dandal, with all efficamy, of
fhe cpach Vved ourside the captatial
EVEiCi hawe heen campléie: Lonerialism,
rverEipleed by soo mEny vhexgeceed
wetorss, s coded up by deciving the
gresteat svoeld poesihle, sething 2 wicankic
UPRTACION I dDdkion far exgropiiating
eie Ao g izt any defiane op Ay chimps

far tee bewclin af the aeons may |
passihle op an beast conreva il andexn b
bug wildly the aevlibernl ideotory that
extiibite iy sameem fodiy . Mot anly 1)
dees aud tae literature of fral sicdaliom,
execra b 0ven by thoee wlis wiere wsing
igary, hare bota condemned: il is alsn
Eaimed et Maszism i dhoelen and
Lhzt its themse gad sos judnemicils =re nl
b tiletest 2R AL length, e shme v
prosumed for all revalutivmne: ik ing.

Lo rcality, i Lty Awmeccg & jsew
losteriznl phagy by hegior, Tl dhinking
cenrpromied with te-prople’s cacres
Will Zizve o he o5 palic ol heing islgpen
dent ol ilzologenl and celtursl L T
of ez pitalivm and, npposiag L iFnE o b
wadicl and rfflaiene The snae will have g
be dome By ibe pomedar poliizeal ond
fovil arganishtioos o Faogs secking o
diect Ui, athongh sach newas Has it
spaaificilivs. In the el process that
hegide, the Idvd of seddlisom will play &
Frowing rule. Therefars, i oy indiepen-
ealile Lo base s defiaicon with TEcpect
e sacinliatn Urae ras e=icred 40 clasmed
b, Tecomres critically the sooy muiared
horitage of sicialin cxpetences, sonli-
s wnd Eenrizs e wnivarsnl ecitag:
elsl expecinlly Tetia Amesican, nod woik

woa pranersoriz Lo alternarive negai ul'

this acy rewslonon A cucrents rAgt 1wl
develop in the conbigsol.

For wll these macp cues, the sotico, the
thimkiong und the whole legrer of Uhe
coptione by he vald and veeful i
erificiatn ul' socialisn o Fase Enrope
which Sisdoe sennld pall *2eal ™ Srdpovisd
eev i eendee of e rep o and the fjadas
mental of L conssgnances, fothe patiresl
sektin g of bl oiltanes and hisrespaaai-
hilities witain the Avse - Zuloekrh onoi
socialist vevaiuHog fallnmwsd fo vhe Wee
Iiked prigrassively rom ehe posee witk
the Topitnes ! snciElEnn exiering fu the
warld, The produces a hady at tliisikiong
rn - Socklise rrangition and propeas o
type of folatings betwicn the teeulting
palitival proctices gl Che thenredieuland
dnekzizaize activity, Litke thres Fulldec .
val coreg af ral sncinlisig.

Lhe doer wolvldim tohe original, ot
niAGOrin the nniversalosadt pm pf Magism
Af Marmoand Laiia o the Liatn
Arsiivan sacialict retulutinn, although
hedz norancadaptor, bul a crearne he ds
nar 2 et lareed o Uie dncel lecenal

Y ommiy Bevlow Ciet ¢ Mow, " e 1092

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Fd



s s e BV e s e

exercise, but a protagonist of a socialist
“construction”; he is not hostile to Soviet
socialism due to prior formation and
supports ample relations with the East
European world from a position of pres-
tige and power and with internationalist
motivations. These three characteristics
of Che give more weight and origin to his
criticism of East European socialism and
they make it more attainable and attractive
for those having socialist convictions or
considering socialism indispensable for
winning liberation. They equally gave to
his criticism a profoundly herotical
character and rendered Che a dangerous,
repudiated person, an object of attacks,
distortions and oblivion,

The depth and richness of Che’s critic-
ism, elaborated thirty years back, is
admirable when one studies itin the light
of the recent events. In East Europe,
emerged the practical proof, just as he
believed, that the regimes of “market
socialism™, in all their varying practices,
and up by becoming inviable, and that
the societies those regimes promoted were
not of a socialist transition, but of a
deadlock in a permanent “intermediate
stage” in which the mechanisms of the
system were disguising the degeneration
and abandonment of the original revolu-
tionary values, the domination of a group,
the impasses of the economic regime, the
non-existence of internationalism victi-
mised by the reason of State and the petty
interests, the marginalisation of the
majorities regarding the participation in
politics and economy, the strangulation
of the civil society. Che, as it is logical,
had to change the same te reach his
critical understanding, faced with a
multitude of factors that tended to
hamper the understanding. The lucidity,
rigour and implications his thinking was
bound to in relation to his situation, the
extreme consequence with which he
proceeded, are exemplary.

What ] wish to project is that the said
criticism is a result (and forms part) of
some conception of Marxism and social-

ism, a practical philosophy articulating its

conception on the struggle for socialism
and communism from the power with the
world revolutionary and anti-imperialist
movement, the socialist transition con-
ceived as a link between the communist

plan and the daily combat for its reali-
sation that grants privilege to the cons-
cious, massive and organised action as a
creator of new realities in the individuals
and in the society under transition, that
works out rules of conduct, relations and
institutions that may be effective in the
struggle between the promotion of bonds
of solidarity and the trading links, the
individualism and the existing under-
development, struggle characterising all
transition. A conception which, in an
intimate and complex manner, links
politics, ethics and economy, education
with the former and with coercion, power
and vanguard with service to the people,
promotion of satisfaction and self-achieve-
ment of the individuals with the social
struggle.

Che’s thinking appears on the crest of a
wave. In the 60’ a gigantic contrast
emerged, born from the very world of the
40’ and 50's, evoked at the beginning of
this text, but on the way of looking for its
ultimate consequences, it came to deny
that postwar world. The then recently
named Third World was taken seriously,
created instruments of co-ordination of
its international roles and began to be
pressed by their develgpment. The
universalisation of capitalism was made
uneven due to the revolutions in a number
of countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America and the rebellious climate they
created. The picture of the East were the
images of Vietnam, not the exotic trade
of Gaugin. In the cities of central capital-
ism, protests appeared, which, at times,
challenged the very order that had been
considered intangible. The United States
was shaken by the crime of Dallas, the
struggle for the civil rights, the revolution
in Cuba and Latin America, the rebellion
of the black people, the opposition to the
Vietnam war, Watergate. The apostles,
the ideas, the daily accusation of such
misery mixed with blood arriving from
the Third World impressed millions of
peopleinthe developed world. The system
and the way of living of imperialism
underwent great impacts of illegitimacy
and up to the ‘musical’ renewal coming
about, it was stained with protests.

Yet, this is not the case of the capitalist
world only. The 60’ involved at the same
time the challenge that cast aside primitiv-
ism, dehility of the world, erected in the
name of socialism. “Left against right”

with its pride and its distribution of
rewards and penalties, disguised geo-
politics, manipulation, reformism as the
policy and dogmatism as the dominating
ideology caused a crisis and fell bankrupt
before the eves and the needs of the
countries, the masses and the new revolu-
tionaries, Resulting from the hope given
by the 20th Congress of the CPSU, this
was called into question and the arrest of
that process was rejected. “Monolithism”
fell to pieces. The Maoist cultural revolu-
tion in China touched cvery country and
many welcomed it according to their
needs and deficiencies; their insuffi-
ciencies, errors and strict nationalism
constituted a very hard blow for socialism
promoted from the Third World.
Numerous new voices were reclaiming
Marx and revolutionary Marxist tradi-
tion, taking out for discussion the theory
and the historical cxperiences, including
Lenin and Bolshevik revolution, elaborat-
ing ideas, inquiring and expressing opinion
about the nature of socialism, its effective
ways and its distortions, its rules and
obligations. The communist Utopia as a
possible ‘beyond’ and the need of
approaching it through action acquired a
new vigour in new environments and
territories.

The revolutionary Cuba was a protagon-
ist of all that challenge. Contrary to what
was believed about the dimensions of
space and time, it triumphed and lasted
out at the moment and the place least
indicated for both., It was seen as a
wonder of the will and its way of condens-
ing and realising the historical plan of
liberation of a nation, its socialism
emerging outside the existing inter-
national communist movement, the youth-
fulness of its protagonists, the novelty of
its language, the determined radicalism
of its measures, its limitless popularity,
the die-hard confrontation with imperial-
ism, its internationalist calling marked its
originality and converted itinto a revolu-
tionary paradigm and a magnet for those
acting in favour of liberation in the world
or wishing for it. So strong was the
challenge involved in it, that it then took
way into the United States and the
U.5.5.R. a more serious rivalry existing
for forty years: the imminence of a nuclear
war during the Crisis of October 1962. In
these days that Che would call “bright
and sad” buth powers knew the absolute
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“We should always
remember that by no
means is quality at
odds with this stage in
the construction of
socialism. We should
always remember that
our obligation as pro-
ducers in a society that
1s freetng itself i1Sto ~
give the people the
best we can, our best
efforts embodied in
the form of products of
the highest quality ”('A
New Attitude Towards
Work')

“We don't talk of economics
purely for the sake of econom-
ics, but of economics as a foun-
dation for meeting all the coun-

- try's other needs: education, a
clean and healthy life, the need
for a life not only.of work but. of
recreation”( Political
Sovereignity'}
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“We have always stressed this
dual aspect of the construction of
socialism. Building socialism is
neither a matter of work alone nor
of consciousness alone. It com-
bines work and consciousness -
expanding the production of
‘material goods through work and
developing consciousness. Emu-
lation has-to fulfill both of these
goals; both of these functions.”
(Speech given at the National
Sugar Conference - 1963)

“Socialism is built on thé fruits of

labour, on optimum production,
on the greatest productivity. It
would be useless to deepen our
consciousness to the maximum if
we did not increase our produc-
tion, if we did not have goods to
share out among the people.

Socialism is a social system
based on equal distribution of
society's wealth. But this requires
that society has wealth to distrib-
ute, that there are machines with
which to work, and that these
machines have raw materials to
produce the necessary goods for

our population’s consumption. To

the extent that we increase the -
number of products available for
the whole population, we move

forward in building socialism.”»>
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with a particular kind and level of
genius. It is unlikely that anyone
would consider Lenin to be a model
that could literally be emulated. Che
- was different. In his ‘Fire From the
~ Mountain’, Omar Cabezas tell us of

~ very the rigorous forced marches

that his trainer put that particular
batch of Sandinista cadres through.
There was a moment at which these
youths rebelled against their trainer,
‘Tello’. Things came to such a pass
a_nd since everyone was armed, it
was perfectly possible that lethal
. violence could have broken out with
~ tragic consequences. It was at that
_point that the Sandinista veteran
reminds the youngsters of the New
Man, and says something to the ef-
fect of: “Where is the New Man? Is
the New Man to be forged after so-
¢cialism and communism has been
established? No. The New Manis up
there on that ridge, waiting for you.”
I believe his allusion was to Che.

The New Man was waiting on the
ridge and perhaps it was possible if

~_not to catch up, at least to follow.

Hence the emotional valency of the
Sandlnrsta watchword, deriving of
course from Fidel’s injunction in his
- 1967 oration: ‘Be like Che'. It is less
realistic to expect that ‘Be like Lenin’

or ‘Mao’ would have as much effect,
not least because we did not know
that much about them. Perhaps they
belong to different cultures or a dif-
ferent age where the setting down of
one's personal experiences and at-

: htudes were considered to be

- somethmg ‘not done’.

~ But we could believe that
" Che was like us and not like
us— analogous to the Biblical notion
of Christ being human, like everyone
elge, but also something more. Che's
wrihngs and letters showed us a
- temperament, a sensibility that we
- could so easily relate to, even iden-
tify with, in @ way we could not do

. with that of the other great revolu-

tionaries, because their tempera-
ments were so veiled by the sheer
volume of their political writings and
the scope of their actions. But with
Che everythingwas ona more human
scale. You could relate to the char-
acters and situations in ‘The Epi-
sodes of the Revolutionary War'. You
could identify very easily with the
frankness, openness and wry wit of
his letters.

Che spoke o us in a way that no
one else had done before, treating
us as equals, explaining himself, as
it were.

But the rupture, the leap came
with Bolivia. Because that was the
point, the single act by which Che
became someone very differentfrom
all of us. In his Message to the
Tricontinental, Che, our friend and
elder brother through his earlier
writings, addresses us from a very
different place; from a qualitatively
different dimension of commitment.
Then again, reading the Diary, we
see Che at his most human. ltwas in
Bolivia, when he was closest to di-
vinity, that he reveals himself at his
most human.

Many things have beensaid about
Bolivia—fromthe scribblings of those
sectarians, dogmatists and revi-
sionists who dismiss it as an ad-
venture so characteristic of the man,
tothat of those of uswho seeitasthe
supreme gesture of solidarity with
heroic, embattled Vietnam. But it
seems to me that Bolivia was also
something else. Bolivia was the test
that Che set himself. After all his
writings, his reflections about the
New Man, about internationalism,
about armed struggle it was the Test
that he had to face; something that
he had to do. For Che, it was neces-
sary “to risk his skin to prove his
platitudes” over and over again—to
himself. It was also for this rendez-
vous with himself that Che went to
Bolivia. Bolivia was the place and

the point at which theory that had
arisen from his praxis once again
made a leap into the crucible of praxis.
For genuine theory never translates
itself smoothly into practice _as in
‘add water and stir. Theory and re-
ality hurtle towards each other and
there is the inescapable shock of
contact. The dialecticalunity of theory
and practice is always a violent un-
ion.

Inthe pages of the Bolivian Diary
we meet our friend and elder brother
Che once again—the same Che we
met in the Episodes, who took us
through the years that followed, but
also a different Che, in this, the final
reel. (Would it be too flippant to say
that the absence of any cinematic
creation on Che by progressive film-
makers, helps us comprehend the
collapse of our Socialism?). And if
his Diary shows us anything it is also
that the New Socialist Man is still
very muchaman, with allthe pathos,
pain and moments of weakness that
entails. Inthese pages, are glimpses
of Gethsemene. So at his most in-
accessible, in Bolivia, Che still re-
mains accessible to us. His chroni-
cle of suftering, struggle, of retreat,
of impending doom shows that if the
New Socialist Man is anything, om-
nipotent is one thing he is not. His

ideology and consciousness do not
constitute amagictalisman! The New
Socialist Man is as mortal as any
other. Andyet he is different. It is this
dialectic between the human per-
sonality that he has by this time
evolved and is trying to become, that
we seeinthefinal pages that Che left
us. And perhaps, plaguedby asthma,
the many strokes of bad luck, the
miscalculations, the betrayals, the
disappointments and knowing full
well where things were headed,
somewhere in the Yuro Ravine—the
Golgotha of our time—there was a
moment when Che too glimpsed the
New Socialist Man, on that ridge,
just ahead of him.
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munity / nation with the assertion that there
would be no “national unity” based on
brahmanic, high-caste symbols.

Phule, and the dalit and non—Brahman
movements after him, have praiscd the
role of the rakshasas such as Bali Raja
and Ravana, have indentified themselves
with Shambuk, Ekalavaya, and Sitarather
than Rama. The Ramayanahas beenseen
as ahistory of conguest, of Aryans against
Dravidians (the DMK}, Hindus against
Buddhists (Arun Kamble), patriarchy over
matriarchy (Sharad Patil). For very broad
sections of Indian masses, how could
Rama-the killer of Shambuk, the first to
toss away his wife on the grounds of
a mere accusation-be a symbol of the
nation?

Babasahcb Ambedkar carried forward
the movement from the standpoint of the
mostoppressed scetion, the dalits. To the
peasant question he added the necessity
of giving dalits a major share in village
Tesources, sometimes fighting for “forest”
lands for cultivation, sometimes arguing
for scparale dalit villages, at one point
calling for the "nationalization of land.”
Most important, the necessity of dalit /
shudra, dalit / non—-Brahman unity re-
mained the base of his politics, in spite of
hisoceasional periods of skepticism about

its possibility; he sought always to form
a political front of peasants and workers
against the Congress which to him was
inevitably the party of capitalism and
brahmanism. :

In the last twenty years the dalit move-
ment has shown a new upsurge, scen in (a)
the fight against atrocities; (b) the continuing
challenge to all forms of brahmanic culture;
and (¢) working for dalit - shudra unity. The
Mandal Commission has helped in giving a
material basis for such wnity. However, it is
becoming clear that reservation in organized
scclor jobs may help in breaking down high-
caste meonopolics but are not sufficient
achieve the basic equalitarian goals of the
movement. “We must becomirlg a ruling
community” was Ambedkar’s frequent for-
mulation; dalits must have political power,
and there is an increasing conviction that this
has 1o be from below, from the village level.
The right w land - and with it the right 10
waler, to resources, entitlements in the village
- have-to be the basis of a collective move
forward for the community as a whole.

The Women’s Movement

There have been three important contri-
butions of the post-1970 women's move-
ment in India: the pinpointing of “pairiar-
chy” as aspecific form of exploitation; the

- insistence on autonomy of organizations,
and an expanded interpretation of labour and
_exploitation: labour isnot just“wage labour”;

exploitation under capitalism also means ex-
ploitation of non-wage labour, including

‘nonpaid domestic labour and petty com-

modity production remunerated through the
sale of products. At the same time, the
domination of this movement— at the level
of “leadership- and ideplogical mterpreta-
tion—by two. major networks, the urban
feminists and the party wemen's win gs— ‘has
hampered its growth.

Today, the women’s movement in India
is taking ruraltoots, and with thisitis bringing
forward a claim to such fundamentals as land
and political power and anew guestioning of
the path of development. Alimost spontane-
ously, women have in scattered villages put
up “all -women panels” for village elections;
in Maharashtra, ten villages have clected
such panels. Similarly, beginning with the
Chhatra Yuva Sangarsh Vahini in Bihar in
1982 and moving o the Shetkari Mahila
Aghadi’s “Laxmi Mukti” campaign (giving
land rights in the names of women) in 1990-
1991, rural women are claiming land. Along
with this major campaign for therights of the
wormmen of peasant familics, we can see cases
of Dalitwomenclaiming their share of watan
(inam) land, and mahila mandals (village
women'’s -based development projects.)

Along with this is an interesting new
debate on cultural issues. The women's
movement belore independence had
identified with Sita and the ideal of
pativratya; after 1975 there was a firm
rejection of these “Hindu” symbols, but
the dominant networks of urban feminists
and party women veered to an anti-reli-
glous abstract secularism (“All religion
is patriarchal”). Teday however on one

- hand the Manushi group is trying to chal-
lenge this as alienated westernization and
calling for a “defence of our dharma’ and
arcinterpretation of Rama (perhaps based
in Delhi- U.P; they feel a greater need to
defend Rama), while more southern and
rural trends are beginning to use mother-
goddess imagery. For example, while
Sharad Patil had interpreted Sita as
bhumi-kanya, the daughter of earth en-

POLITICAL ECONOMY B

slaved by Rama, the land-for -women

programmes of the Shetkari Sanghatana

used the name of “Laxmi Mukti” and

began 1o describe process of farming the

lands given in their names through in

natural, no-cost and subsistence oriented
~ methods, as “Sita fields.”

Environmental Movements and Farmers’
Movements: Peasant Movements in the
Periods of Contemporary Capitalism

Environmental movements and the
farmers” movement are both peasant move-
ments of protest against the current path of
fossil fuel-based heavy industry - oriented
statist development, The one is a movement
of immediate victims of this development, of
peasants whose land is being lost to projects
or who are threatened by misery and dis-
placement through drought. The other is a
movement of the supposed beneficiaries of
development, the peasants who arc increas-
mgly producing for the market but are finding
themselves trapped and exploited by the
*grecn revolution trinity” of HY Vs, fertiliz-
ers and pesticides, [alling into debt in the
face of rising costs of mputs and inadequate
prices for crops produced by their labour.

Unfortunately the left hasnot recognized
these as “peasant movements.” The real
problem is that ““agrarian revolution™ cannot
be easily undersiood by upper-caste urban
leftists, who tend to reduce it a dogma,
thinking of “redisiribution’ only when the
question of land is brought up, forgetling
whal is grown on the land and how, whether
the land is getting water, whal concrele so-
cial relations {including those of caste and
patriarchy) have (o be taken into account, the
relatienshipof cropland to forest and pasmure,
the relationship of village to industry and
state. Left intellectuals have endorsed the
planners’ sirategy of “cheap food” and ex-
traction of surpluses from agriculture as the
necessary adjunct to development and
equality. They have ignored crucial issucs of
production, andreducedexploitativerelations
ol production only to intra-village relations,
peasantversuslandlord or agricultural labour
versus tich farmer, And thus the farmers’
movement is characterized as a “kulak™
movement, while envirtonmental movements
are seen as “tribal” movements. The one is
condemned, the other romanm:lzed but the
meaning of both is lost.

Energy Use and Development

What kind of development has created
these new movements?

36

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org -

Economic Review Oct. / Nov. / Dec, 1952



RS OLITIC AT TCONOM Y

In buileling up the paklic s2em; I
Ay sl plarnun, ibwes e foegranned
that apricnliuns @ pibiacils o sodrce (o7
gocurmuiniing serpluges, Ar Sukinoomy
Lliskraverly has aTittan:

vl Facy, e PlomEers ararans soud
down by the rpbtanl Hesis L, G
dimungg Urswerly slages ol indusiminE zaion
ir wes febiseary Jur agncalboe noonn-
tritmns we i dalding upool o midemn
mdustminl sextnr e el el la
iz A wso cheaq frood.!

Adid wliemt e pliomess camea i STAl-
Pl Gy 1 spculioee e thrast was slsa clznrg
[En s A P e W ba sk mmd o lacers
wlia eiald ds nothing T teoeelves. e
A liad Lo be Dne alviving, Tares: of
Aevelapmenr Thidg o “liberal ! plaoming eri-
enlalin slressed Mirerensed gessbment Tor
S;Ii.li“l.'lllu.l.l.'-" S fovestraei " UL e cra ol
12=vis Tonl ), Freawr biave zemarked an the fair
Ul this invesinens easncered om he own
Hufigs mssl guesticoed by aivicooowolal
PR ETISN, e o s (pmivanriiy by
amis Jani chemica] Eatilaers, And neither
Chrenenimisks nivr sneiaTiar fpe b ined
fhiiz, eudipl b sty Dl lard refoons aoost
recede the applialion ol “Oreon Bevabi-
L™ {05 E} Irclmu:.]_n:.l_-}',

Hul R efferiviy seelly, 0K lach-
ek get We knnw B dhess s declimimg
rars S eiwem e Ui e ol chomiond en s
ared aleT inpatns; B 0L lses mors ard mone
apolivatizae just e keep p ol prowth rale,
i T s e el e boodhie eomfimal
spailing ol the seilirself, Tlis Lelrad qmi-
ducireitya G R 2priculhms stz o awreasing
I'I'I."I.'d.!:!'l'.'.l.ll.'.'d.'.'-ﬁll:l‘.lﬂ|'|'\-=trli"]rﬂl.'l1-:_'|l'|5|:'{‘: arpd
cheriical Uy, which e tecoming Ui
creaginp e ansrly, Ti bas been eelimaced by
Freavhazientistetha ) contangsrane Lok ord
Euwsupeun agricalinre Trgnims 620 5 valorisg
nif ey Lo presduee are enloric o F Lz
i1 thase smodacdls o prodaction mrevailes
Uitiaghal che wiorld, iz windd ciguire he
whrdeererpy v alpelol e warklenciresy frg
igricniems.’

B R Catve, nBnm By e i el
e: vezicepe ol "primney precdieiny’”
ot Gf pluciosy, Bre primary pennisg
sl alant pencess; cvalaatad bnocems of

laereszy pradaaried messunod in uoils

al weiznd subvalent bieenerpan 1o wlow
iy adiinmal wmividlinl systeaz af
Tnoparal fxievalcis " wers misrs mondin-
s inoaeneas of wats bee Ui U gom

ol 2tz Al Lacgs Preiparon syeieos,

Frir et ripde paadd ueine 20 0S5 g hesige
ML nE vodipare s Ly un estimnted 5 g
fAn. in sugEnss il shel E g
b v e suevoaer pn b w plminms’ =7
Dydia smud kharil parddy in Prgjeh !

GR npsied e 3wl mise “peoilszie
iLem Ty npd e R o cibee gy 0 agriciliurg, m
dvmy tha Incliz comres nffand

Thare o Lagicicdls Lwm kinds af sl
nalnpisi—enarpy - calactive echrologics
webtich muike rre od RapGcicrgy we ail hle
dur dses el anerpy - saving miuwlbopiss
Wliids hoczeane e Miciney of sy sy,
Probesly fo ssost ol bieman Wi ol ciezsy
- eaving Terlauiupias wars daminnny g fp-
skl preduciion developed oo
Ji karmarired willy B oeloral evaindien-
ary poazessess ol onr planeray sysiem, The
pEsCrEies ul iogemialisme ans monenialso
gkt dovdipun based om extmeng
ERSTy wy the Cucen ol Tl funl reaoyces
cererconml pnd duen petrolecny aocreazs
“grawth " in sosabevecoco! licman saciake
This griveetn—=vhich ngod bl Dossil Die une
Toawergy foreps, timber. food praiosy =x
brawcled Sy ol ts ward Fop L
begimming of de Lolembas emoned 2idy
invelval the super - cxploiation ol skHird
i Wt Lo, i Srow s U eneczy
sleresl herhe. plarrctars sysemoond basacio
e jnen wan desisiave Bl nnnme eell,
Thuspave Frth by whar el M-
" T haes hepn mocad! Lhe “secnnd
seiteadiciu ol canizalism ™ — 0. Telweer
e prmhicriou process Tincladin g o leooes
s zelubinmey- dnd des veey comeditone of
Ardduckion ibseil

Tordewr oL Ras v aiTabds o o alaeul 7
wiHEl kg.oof conl-edudealenl  Fresil- ol
crapy et parsem; Frpspeslas sligh iy less;
Trctia L AU ke 1ier copin ® T ik thal
lndii caizld |'|."'l.'|_'.jq,:i__| |_|_-|l 5.'E'7|1'ir'||:_1_'|r|lr' Li-
cuvazbinge bovail-isel ey deough envrgy -
srpicve edhinelngies 16 af iison, Deval -
Ol Sidal b thromgh a ima e cicoeass o
e affie cawee ul snergy ose Tin S radical
snEneers ang wloedss m Maharne g L
angues bl 3 onercs al land canpredhice
crcel sidheicones Zacds L g ity in-
ELTIIG 3 pash mesds, ot auly civimal
YelSET BN Al mipals; ba pat Spararher sy
L cbasestimitect thas vkl e b2 'L e Tasail
Eae Gk 5 5% wcul bt par Sy s by
T b hitoiigs coaud be pnslucesd s e
Fandamienintaneds focn Lud, (odider ond
Toeod 1o i pererztion et aneg iy,

Finir, iliclis sdr smprge sFAcng, pesals

arienbsl develnpineal §@ tocimolagically
Joesilale, tvimng: be done by b cdvcssies
whick subadize bellicer mesgr whentlie
i the i efehermssal o Gleers or rnassive
e prisiesls, Jecan rndyr b dow by dovssing
ity bediiaralimandedpe of peasaie acel
b P wcss i cooperariom wirh T bos)
msighrs of punka chimalagies: THe s
thiw claims ioche beosling peasarts iy rma-
widin g them Wik indgaowalo [nom Similer
Sarvear and Uer and sebadizes forslioess
{2 Aran i U Ui way ul'n e deve apmsi,

[n -saher words el cldice bk e
wigerrianl Maxisl ihesis thet alicnaccly e
laricuis f ppanductivm wre datenwinaries, Bg
ETRY - SRl and cowimemmenia’ly da-
dtruciive benhralogics lave beer logiered by
wimlraliving. expiaitanes: selativas ol proe
diistian dn: Lhe precesses of soleaidsm,
Sy, wapibabar, and impanaiseg. Ly
B beca bsednatenly rm privars paops oy
e alal did 1 vsaTmos o) staese: Ry b
s nssacinbed vl e eosliverent of
witrnen, the disposassaiint of peasols, the
senacides af mhals, b Toss ol Ul e
veEl s, Albezmabive okanlnpies dewyl
cpnen b e wees I o Do resoimees )
Ersl be Lirked avdeeertralized vpalilarian,
casislese Aonpiriancing, seenims of S
FrpaldzEaic. Loval sremership sad vl
il resmncas by o vilLave commeming wits
Lizrighzat®all misilcrais ol ke villazs oo
SHETE in Lhese CETUs] abvess ol el
iluatalr, seisres nnd oy Telenline
shauzplusss vreatscthy W labow privez
el artte Wos il fevelare all cracialenial
fom achiewng eqnl e b Sy g eoe develin-
el L oweuse tha lamn "dc':-'-.':'ln;..j:_-u'_" i)
senee of “unloldad af pocimsindivice Ths
tectmalngice of tuades elopoment will rar b
vreated By CARIACELS v ekperLsHERD an
LhaThi or Rasnhiee bus Uy ais desd wdmen
winkamiz mothe Reld moallanes wizh the
skl shalls and kooadadpe of the bl
prelocens. This reg oo adedel hivh of the
Lralenuns boms afimmes Slie whick despise
redimied Ll and cveate “ewpeors 67 g
Lo ™ imid of e Muglial criperial roditio s
Jb Uethi which rake Seivss arsl plonmieg,
e a g Smarmewed inpossd Lo weres:
.*-r'.':un:r-.-;mll;mu_u;.-_ng_-,-m wsthean fthaldads
al —maegiciply Lo Lsasie pradhices,
whdits, wairner, Tensants N Eale wnd w sy
v bibanal cimsadictiors, the v (o an
niliznse Sor deowssrscy el allzaetive eo
elnmmizrt e srarey jow Tz prer.

iy rarian Hevislathon' for Tnda_l.-;

® e o Ceetiller mepanded s i udea

Fennnnile Rewlew dher. ¥ bomw. ! ey, 19752

DTOMIZE0 DY NooananT ouTd o
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

(0, o pRe 47—

&7



@ SOCIALISM |

Glory to the Great Qctobel' Revolution

Nelson Peery
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ovember 7, 1992 marks the 75th

year of the great Soviet Revolution.
Thatrevolution began the greatest effort
and the greatest achicvements in the
millenniums of struggle by the toiling
masses against their exploiters. The
revolution and the decades of socialist
construction aroused the downtrodden
of the world and proved forever and to
allpeoplesthattheir liberation is possiblc.

Surrounded and. blockaded by ag-
gressive imperialism, fighting. twenty
defensive wars in the [first twenty two
years, the consiruction of socialism was
an achievement unparalleled in human
history, The assaultby the fascist armics
left 27 million Sovict cilizens dead,
scorces of millions hopelessly wounded,
the cities and cconomic infrastructure
destroyed. The survival and reconstruc-
tion of the Sovet Union proved the moral

and economic superiority of socialism.

The *“cold war,” waged for forty
years, united with the internal
counterrevolution to economically and
ideologically undermine and finally
overthrow the Soviet Union.

This anniversary finds the peoples of
the former Soviet Union facing their
greatest crisis. The once proud and
mighty world communist movement is
in disarray. The victories and the back-
sliding are part of the world historic
progression (o communism,

Dialectical principles guide Marxists.
We understand the significance of new
electronic productive forces ending the
industrial era and creating a new mode

Sy “@M"’“W"’“M“W*"‘?’w‘”:";ﬁggﬁiwawaeswm&“&&@ﬂ
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of production. Neither capitalism nor

the Soviei form of socialism can survive
this change. The Paris Commune ush-
ered in the craof proletarian insurrection
during the social revolution from agri-
culture to industry. High technology is
ending the industrial era and forcing a

new social revolution, resuliing in the

deleat of Social socialism. A historical
epoch is ending,

The revelution is not destroyed it is
transformed. There is now a world bour-
geoisie, a world proletariat, world pro-
duction and a world market. In every
country, the proletarian fighters,
radicalized by the revolution inthe means
of production are moving to the ncw
worldwide front of struggle, toward
world revolution, The final conflictis at
hand.

Surrounded by grovelling cowards,
confronted by swaggering traitors drunk
with their moment of victory, we raise
again the banners of revolution. We
enter the trenches of our political
Stalingrad fully aware of the signifi-
cance of this critical and dangerous
moment. Far from dispirited or disori-
ented, we serious communists battle for
a firmer, mighticr movement on a new
and higherlcvel. Wejoin with the fighters
throughout the world to militantly cel-
ghrate the great proletarian revolution,
its immorial lcadurs and its eternal
dchievement

Forward Comrade%‘ Freedom awalis

you !
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Asaprice, for their support the S andinistas
placed two demands on Mrs. Chamorro’s
government: respect for the agrarian and
urban reforms carried out over the lasi dec-
ade, and no upsetting of the command
structure of the police and the armed forces.
The point was to guarantee both economic
and security guarantees for all who had
benefitted from the revolution. An under-
standing was reached with the Chamorro
government which was willing to strike
bargains in order to buy time and stability.

That was unacceptable to Mrs.
Chamorre’s partisan cealition. Most mem-
bers of her eletoral ticket, including Virgilio
Godoy, the Vice President, and Alfredo Cesar
the President of the Legislature demanded
that the government proceed swiftly and
drastically against the FSLN and its legacy,
instead of slowly land in stages as strategized

by Antonio Lacayo, Mrs. Chamorro’s son- ,

in-law and virmal Prime Minister. By the
end of 1991 the FSLN and the old UNO
coalition legislalors had switched places, the
first becoming a supporter of the govern-
ment and the latter its sirongest opposition.

Chamorro’s government, however, was
also pledged to rectify arbitrary property

confiscations and appropriations that had .

taken place under the previous government,
and particularly in the months between the
election and the wansfer of office. Compli-
cating the picture further was the fact that
beneficiaries of the Sandinista agrarian and
urban reform that had still not received
property titles and required legal sanction.

In the legislaturc the right wing parties
repeatedly came close 1o pushing through a
bill acounter-agrarianreform bill and opening
the way for a1l the old owners toreclaim their
property in the courts. No less than one out of
[our Nicaraguans were now threatened with
being dislodged from their home, urban lot
or farm.

Evidently, more was at stake than simply
the property issue, For months the extreme
right and the United States had been de-
manding  that the government assume a
tougher stance with the Sandinistas. What
was specifically demanded was the rescind-
ing of the “Transition Protecol” agreement
of March, 1990 between the government
elect and the FSLN, whercby the new gov-
ernment pledged not to legally reverse the
basic revolutionary changes. There was little
tolerance also for what the rightists termed

the “co-government” between Lacayo and
the Sandinistas, where differences were ne-
gotiated and concessions made and offered.

The abrupt attempt of the UNO coalition
to defy the heart of the transition protocol,
indeed the heart of the major changes of the
last 10 years, forced the Sandinistas to fur-
ther complement their negotiation efforts
with those of public pressurc on the streets.
In what was perhaps to become a new mo-
dality of post-cold war revolutionary strategy,
negotiations and mass actions would be-
come interweaved as the FSLN leamed that
the two were not always mutually exclusive:
lo teduce itself to exclusively traditional
political party opposilion means—as some in
the FSLN demanded-was to wage battle with
one hand . tied behind its back and under
econemic rules of the game that were unfa-
vourable to the popular interests. Bul to take
up purcly confrontational siances more ap-
propriate of a liberation movement-as other
Sandinisias demanded-was to risk antago-
nizing other segments of the population
whose support could be deemed crucial in an
electoral conlest.

If the government caved in to the right
wing pressure on the property question, as it
was ideologically inclined to do, a social
explosion was sure to occur and the FSLN
could not afford to sit on the sidclines nor
could the people be turncd on and off like a
tap, as a function of the negotiation process.
If the cooperatives and industrics now in the
hands of workers’ collectives as the product
of bothbargaining and active resistance~were
to be returned,this meant in effcect that a
counter-revolutionary cconomic structure
was being implanted and that in time would
reverse the revolutionary leverage and con-
sciousncss.

To many the stakes at hand were much
greater than those at the moment of the
election: the FSLN had lost the clection, but
if it lost on the property question (and on the
military one), then the Revolution was also
being buricd.

. The development of Nicaragua’s politi-
cal and social structure was tied to the question
of ownership of the means of production.
Economic groupings wielded power and had
the capacity to mount political organizations
and engage in idcological-electoral battle. A
reversal of the agrarian reform entails a loss
ofpolitical and economic space for the popu-
lar sectors— in effect it meant the United
States and the old right would achieve by

economic means what they had failed to do
by military and electoral one. Defending
popular interests entailed defending a model

of popular participation in the economy. A

considerable gain in this regard was for the
Sandinista-influenced National Labor Fed-
eration 1o have secured, following two gen-
eral strikes, governmental recognition for
collective property rights for workers and
farmers of state enterprises in the process of
privatization.

The view of the United States of course
was that privalization should work to the
benefit of individual privale enterprise, that
is 1o say to the benefit of the already wealthy
who eager to acquire properties. For the
FSLN the issuc was one of economic de-
mocracy. How to advance the revolution—or
at least upheld its gains—even in the face
of a right wing government. True, that gov-
crnment operated within a political frame-
work favourable 1o the advancement of
popularissues and organization; legality, not
tomention the armed forces, were on the side
of the people, or at least could not be used as
instruments of oppression and disposscssion,
The gains of the revolution were expressed
in new forms of social and economic or-
ganization sustained by material holdings;
were lhose material holdings to disappear, so
too people’s capacity to organize and sustain
a non-capitalist consciousness would be
undermined. Unless, people themselves ral-
lied to defend their acquired rights.

The fundamental contradiction had not
beenresolved, and perhaps it was both in the
interest of the socialisi-minded model of
most Sandinistas, and of the neo—liberal
capitalist model of the government, that it
should not be resolved at the expense of Lotal
social and political breakdown from which
both would suffer. Secors in the United States
and on the extreme right, of course, were
willing to take that risk not aware that their
chances for success were indeed dim. Judg-
ing by the severity of the cconomic crisis,
and the spontaneous and mass response 1o
theright-wing offensive, therc wasnew hope
that moderation would prevail. The question
remained however; who would define the
terms of moderation, of reconciliation? At
whose cxpense?

Back to the Cold War in Washington

Much of the ambiguity and {luidity of the
first two years of the Chamorro government
was traceable to its prolonged honeymoon
with the Bush Administration. The Nicara-
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f DEVELOPMENT

OPTIMUM USE OF FISH RESOURCES IN
SRI LANKA

T. A. Dharmaratne

Research & Training Officer
Agrarian Research & Tralning Institufe

Introduction

T he length of Sri Lanka's coastline is

about 1,800 km and an area extending
200 km from it was declared an Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) in 1979. The area of
the EEZ is aboui 233,000 square km, which
is three and a half times the 1otal land area of
this island.

are engaged in poaching on the fisherics
resources of other nations.

The question arises, in the case of 3ri
Lanka, who should take the responsibility
for managing our marine fisheries resources?
Should it be the central government or the
provineial council or the iocal fisheries asso-

Althongh the development of the national
fisheries resources is primarily the responsi-
bility of the central government, adequate
attention has not been given yet 1o manage
this natiral resource. It is ironical that in this
island nation, there is no responsible institute
ororganization for this purpose andno proper
manegement system has been set up uplo

ciations or some other relevant authority?

The marine fish resource areas of this
1sland are classified as follows:

Table I
Fish Production by sources 1576-19%0 (Unit: 1600mt.)

(i) Contiguous Zone (adjacent zone) up to . :
i A Year Coastal Offshore Toral  %changein % change in
Deep-zea Jish total fish coastal fish
{i1) Exclusive Economic Zone (offshore) Broduction harvested harvested
between 40 km to 100 km from shore-
Tiriet : ; 1976 1223 06 1359 - -
* {ii1) Poliution Prevention Zone (deep-sca) 1977 1254 0.3 138.8 2.1 2.1
beyond 100 km from shoreline. 1978 136.9 390 156.6 ) 12.8
Themarine fisheries sector of the country 1979 148.9 54 168.4 28 15
was mainly confined to the continental shelf
area. This area was rather narrow and it 1980 . 165.3 2.1 187.7 1L 11.5
extends about40km. The average width was 1981 175.1 99 206.8 59 102
around 25 km and the area of the shelf was :
gbout 26,000 km which covers only about 1982 182.5 ksl 2169 4.2 49
-onetenth of the BEZ. | 1983 184.1 G s o0 09 18
Irisclaimed by some dlatmarinf:ﬁshea‘ies 1984 136.6 0.8 169.3 2958 233
resources are renewable and are not pos-
sessed by any individual or nation. Marine 1985 140.4 24 175.4 27, 36
fisheries resources, itis claimed are an *open :
access’ Tesource to mankind and therefore . o s Lh - o
open to harvesting by anybody. It is claimed 3 1987 1493 43 190.0 35 38
further that fishery resources are umique :
compared to other natural resources such as 1988 135.1 44 1973 39 3.9
minerals and fossil oils. According to a re- 1989 157.4 89 705.3 15 39
port published by the Asian Producuvity 5
Organization, ‘marine living resources are 1990 134.1 1.7 145.8 -14.8 -29.0
generally considered as ‘res nullies or res 1991 1591 15.1 198.1 18.6 359
corumunies’ (APO 1988, P 123). !

Such claims are advanced by those who Seurce: Ministry of Fisheries
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The first master plan for the development
of the fisheries sector (1979-1983} also did
not give priority for resource management.
According to this plan, the main objectives
revolved on increasing fish prouction, and
fishermen's income and enhancing employ-
ment opportunities.

In the recent past fishing crafis belonging
to foreign companies have been allowed to
operate in Sri Lankan waters on a large scale
for commercial purposes. This arrangement
should be watched carefully and under the
Fisheries Ordinance, regulations should be
enacted to ensure that these fishing boats
may operate only beyond 35 miles from the
shore, Further, local companies wereinvolved
in collaboration with some foreign compa-
nies. These companies should also operate
their vessels beyond the grounds reserved
for local fishermen, ie. beyond 25 miles
from the shore. Their operation also should
be carried out only after obtaining a licence

under this specific facilities and attractive '-\
incentives, such as project financing, and

marketing especially exports and mechani-
sation of the fishing industry are being pro-
vided by government to foreign fishermen as
well.

Resource Management of Fisheries

A recent research report published in Sti
Lanka has drawn attention to ‘the pressure
on the fishing groung exploited by the larger
fishing boats with mboard engines, as well as
by mechanized boats with out board en-
gines’ (Fernando, 8. 1987, p. 30).

The table IV indicates the number of
various types of fishing crafts which are in
operation:

An overview of development of the Sri
Lankan fisheries sector notes that there are

" some implications relating to the optimum
use of fisheries resource management. The
small and traditional boats operating in the
small scale sector make one day trip and do

not go far away and do not have cooling .

facilities. The quantity harvested by these
boats is 200-300 kg per trip. The small-scale
fisheries crafts can be operated within the
distance of 25 miles from the coast and its
accounts for almost 90 percent of the total
fish production, Large mechanised boats of
the large scale private owners and foreign
fishermen make a few day's or weeks’ rip
and have cooling facilities on board. The off-
shore fishery takes place between 25-60
miles. Their catch ranges from 3000 w0
5000kg.

DEVELOPMENT

There is elearly a competition for our
resources between large scale industrial
fisheries operators and small scale artisanal
fisheries sector in Sri Lanka.

This situation dees not exist only in Sri
ianka, but in other Asian couniries too,
‘Panayotoura’, Japanese expert has raised
the following issues pertaining to fisheries
Tesources managemeni in south-east Asian
couniries:

1. How to attain a sustainable improvement
m the socig-economic conditions of small
scale fisheries communities.

2. How to manage the marine fisheries re-
sources so as to maintain its productivity
{or more appropriately the net economic
or niet social benefit form the resources.

maketing information the prices of fish
(selected varieties) have increased by 100
percent during last five years (1987-1991).

Imports value of dried fish
Year Value Queaniity
(Rs. Million)  (M.000}
1982 163 i
1983 222 165
1984 378 34
1985 510 25
1986 631 24
1987 767 30
11988 945 31
1989 1003 35
1950 1313 38

Source: Central Bank of 311 Lanka.

Table [V
Type of crafis Range of distance Perceniage of the total
from the shore fishing crafts in
Sri Lanka 1985
1. Small non mechanized traditional 5to 7 miles 40%
crafis
2. 17.5 foot boats with outboard motor 10 to 13 miles
and traditional crafts 42%
3. Large non-mechanized traditional * 15 1o 20 milles : 8%
boats :
4. 28 to 32 foot boats (3.5 1ons) 25 milles
with inboard motors
5. 34 foot and 28 foot boats with Beyond 25 miles 10%
inboard motors. praciice (however,
they fish within the
25 miles range).

Source: Femando, CS. 1987, p 10.

3. How 1o allocate the country's limited
marine fisheries between small-scale
fisheries communities and industrial
fisheries so as to minimize the conflict
between them i.e. how to manage fisher-
1es resources in order to reduce internal

- conflict and alleviate poverty among

fishermen, (T. Panayotou 1985 p. 13 to.
14 in Fernando. 187p. 16).

Conclusion

Adeclinein fish production and adrop in
per capita availability of fish are two direct
effects of industrial exploitation of our fish-
ery tesources, This results in high prices of
fish n the domestic market. According to

The unequal supplies and demand were the
major reasons for the increase in fish prices.
This was maimly due to lack of fish produc-
tion in the counity.

It also has a far reading adverse impactin
thenutritional level of the people. Highprice
of fish has reduced the consumption of fish
and its impact onnutrition was negative. The
annual per capita consumption of fish which
was 14.3 kg in 1970 has decreased to 10.4 kg
in 1977. According to the Labour Force -
Socio-Economic Survey of 1980/81 per
capita fish consumption was 7.07 kg in all
sectors. But, the Socio-Economic survey
which was condutted in 1986/87 reveals that
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Proper organization is an essential part of
the successful implementation of a database.
Databases should not be developed to per-
form a particular application and shouldhave
long range objectives with the ability 1o
mntegrate withother databases and other GISs.
Asitis very cxpensive and difficult to main-
tain huge amounts of spatial data, only the
required data need to be computerized. Fur-
ther, Chambers (1989) lists some of the major
factors that influence a GIS database design,
such as data needs of the applications that
will be developed, availability and format of
cxisiing datarcquired to support the applica-
tions, update and maintain procedurcs, size
of the daiabase, hardware platform/con-
figuration, organizaticnal structure of the
users and [acility, budget, and management
support. This indicates that database design
alonc 15 an integral part of a succsssful 1m-
plementation of a GIS.

SPATIAL DATABASE
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES IN
DEVELGPING COUNTRIES |

GIS database development has been a
problem at developing countries, and in the
1589 International Conference on Geo-
graphic Information Systems Applications
for Urban and Regional Planning, concetn
was cxpressed about the way GIS were being
implemented in developing countries and
Edralin (1991) indicates that it was perhaps
a reflection of the curren! siuwation. The
issues related to datzbase development can
be duc to problemis with the data to be used,
ortofochnical, 2conomic, adminisirative and
management Ssues.

In a spatial database, both atiribute and
spatial Information on certain objects are
encoded according to some dalabase struc-
wre and the relationship between different
themes are established. To dathis, data should
be collected and encoded objectively. In
general, as much as 80% of all information
held by governmient agencics arc spatially
referenced {Franklin, 1992) butmostof thesc
data are still in paper map form (Evans,
1989) and in most cases, they were not col-
lected objectively. In addition, they do not
havesocio-cconomic andother attribute daia
associated with spatial data. Therefore, it is
difficult to maintain or update, and because
of the incompatibility of the maps produced
by different agencies, data can rarely be
coordinated or integrated. In most cases,
maps are not complete or have outdated
information with poor accuracy. Referring
to the African situation, Haslings and Clark

§ DEVELOPMENT &

{1991) say that database developmeni necds
io slart from nothing. :

Most of the GIS programmes include
relational database management (RDBM)
capabilities. They are used lo manipulate
both spatial and nen-spatial (atiribulc) data.
However, GIS software generally do not
come with RDBM software such as Dbase,
Oracle, Rbasc, Paradox, and Fox basc
(Pittman and Thrall, 91). Tn many cases, data
neced to be rransfered back and forth between
GIS software and RDBM software. When
sclecting a particular dbasc system for data-
basc development, it is important to explore
the compatibalitics with existing software as
well ‘as interface capabilities with other
popular existing software such as Quatiro
Pro or any spreadsheet formats.

Standardized spatial information helps
data transfer, minimizing the cost incurred in
duplicate data encoding, improves the qual-
ity, reliability and accuracy of both spatial
and non spatial data. However, data stand-
ardization and integration are still mojor
issues even in industrialized countries. Dif-
ferent agencies or states use different classi-
fication schemes so that the same object may
be classified diffcrently. The impact of in-
compatibility of data is severe in developing
counirics where funds to develop diverse
databases [or specific applications are limited.
Another factor that limits the data transfer is
the data securily and the authority, Some
agencies arc reluctant to share data they
possess and do not want to take the burden ol
updating information. This may be because
some data need 10 be protected because of
their confidentiality, but there are no clear
guidelines on which dala should be kept
confidential or how data distribution can be
managed..

There are alse some technical problems
associated with. database development in
developing countries. When Geographic In-
formation Systems were introduced 1o de-
veloping countries, it was done within a
technical environment and initial expecia-
tions were too high (Hastings and Clark,
19913 In most cases the goals were not
achicved due to technological problems. A
Geographic Information System integrates
data, computers, softwareprograms, database
structures, the skill of the users and technical
problems can be incurred at any of these
levels. These may be related to the soltware
interface, data fonmat incompatibility, or o
hardware problems. In a developing country
such a problem can hinder the database de-

velopment and GIS implementation for
several months. .

Lack of basic guidelines in database de-
sign and basc map production have causcd
problems when GIS are being introduced
mioadeveloping country. Base mapproduc-
tion is also hindered by lack of standardized
geo-coding system. Suilable case studies and
litcrature are generally difficult to obtain and
software manuals do not help the user in
applying the softwarc to a particular problem,
Much soltware is not user friendly (Scholten
and Padding, 1950) and often manuals are
difficult to comprehend without a sufficient
technical knowledge.

The problems associated with GIS de-
velopment are compounded by management
issues. Yeh (1991 )identifics lack of staffand
management support and stalf training as
some management issues. Without the sup-
portof all levels of management, the database
development, and often, the entire GIS project
can be threatened. '

GIS AND DATABASE
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A
SUSTAINABLE STRATEGY

GeographicTnformation Systems will fiot
be the answer to all questions in devéloping
countries. Bul, if properly used, it can be an
efficient tool in assisting decision making.
The decreasing cost of computers makes
GIS mare affordable in developing countrics.
International agencies such as UNCRD,
UNESCO, UNCHS, TDRC, World Bank,
ADR provide funds and technical expertise

n transferring lechnology but GIS and data-
base development needs to be achieved
without external dependency. International
agencies and expertise play a major role in
troducing the technology but the environment
that supperts the technology should be de-
veloped within the society. Local technical
expertise, training, research, user interface
development, user education, a data man-
agement strategy, and the realization of GIS
application potentials within their socic-
cconomic priorities arc required for the GIS
project to be successful.

In the first instance, when adopting the
technology, Geographic Information Sys-
tems and database development should not
be viewed as a technological introduction.
As a problem selving tool, GIS is highly
appropriaie o developing countries and it
can drastically reduce  the cost of data gath-
ering, providing accurate information, and -
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Determining the opportunities available in the

Stock Market

M. H. E. Shariff

( Manager Research & Development,

Bartleet Mallory Stockbrokers (Pvt) Ltd for the Rotary Ciub,

Colombo North.)

when onc lalks of opportunities avail-

able in the Stock Market, it refers to .

the rade off between risk and return. When
companies go public their shares are listed
on the Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE)
which provides a secondary market where
shares previously sold can change hands.
Thus willing buyers would procure shares
from willing sellers at prices to be agreed
upon when the deal is struck at the trading
flocr of the CSE. Prices at the Stock Exchange
are determined by market forces such as
demand and supply. For example if ashare is

highly liquid and substantial quantities of it -
are available at a particular level of prices -

then it is unlikely that it would compare
{zvourably with shares which are similar in
quality but more scarce at low levels, with
theresult that the latter fetches ahigher price.

Talking of quality

‘What determines the quality of a share?
There are a significant number of reasons
attributed to either price advances or de-
clines. The quality of a share wouldlie chiefly
on prospects for future earnings, dividend
payments, net assel value of the share and
“Management” of the company in question,
In order to make rational decisions for the
valuation of shares series of forecasis have 1o
be made, which on the following areas ;

{a) The economy.

{b) The stock market and other forms of
mvesling,

(c) Scctors within the stock market.

(d) The various industries ic.strengths and
weaknesses.

(e) Finally, the company.

Through this analysis one can asses or
generate forcast of —

(2) Eamings

(b) Dividends in respect of individual
(¢) Growth firms :

(d) Stability

Then the question must be asked, what
fuctors effects sales on a macro scale?

{(a) G.N.P.Growth

(b) Unemployment levels

(c) Trends in consumer savings and bor-
rowings

(d) Consumer confidence levels and buy-
ing plans

(e) Trends in consumer durable expendi-
ircs

(f)  Tax changes as they effect disposable

To sum up your company analysis to
assess the opportunity available it would
include the following:

Thus values of shares are based on inves-
tor expectation. These value expectations
are reliable when company’s record repre-
sents a reasonably reliable guide to the fu-
ture. Nevertheless the presence of a margin
of salety in the distinguishing characteristic
of true investment — a fundamental quanti-
tative concept in share analysis.

Once you have achieved a reasonable
assessment of the portfolic of 2 or 3 or more
shares then you can look at other criterias
such as P/E ratios, price to Book value ratios
(PBR), dividend yeilds andsoon, The P/E is
generally considersd a good indicator tell-

income ing you whether the share is overpriced or
(g) Consumer loan interest rates and underpriced relative to other shares or its
availability. historic values. Likewise, PBR also gives
Quantitative Analysis Qualitative Analysis
1. Profit and loss account 1. Nature of business
2. Balance sheet 2. Character of management

3. Flow of funds staternent | 3. Trend of future eamings

4. Capitalisation 4. Relative position of the company within industry

5. Earnings 5. Intensity of compelition

6. Dividends 6. Physical, Geographical and operating characteristics
7. Assets and liabilities 7. Longer term outlook
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(Cont. from page- & )
Among themain principles followed, one
may note the following: (1) direct and indi-
rect interventions in the industrial develop-
ment; (2) establishment of protectionist tar-
iffs in relation to foreign markets, especially
during the period of development of indus-
tries of substitution; (3) promotion of exports
by fiscal, credit and investment means in
“the research and development™ (4) an
encouragement to foreign investments by
means of fiscal measures, as the local accu-
mulatioft was not sufficient: (5) important
financings of the infrastructures, scholastic
and political science training (habitac for
example) and; (6) a constant action on the
labour market through a suppression of trade
union movement,

It has to be added here during the period -

of taking-off, massive foreign aids coming
from the United States, equivalent 1o a kind
of Marshal plan and the geo-political aspects,
bount to the cold war were never absent.
Moreover, until the end of the 70's, the
American market remained open and it was
protected only progressively in relation to
Asian exports,

In order to make these observalions
concrete, we shall again glancerapidly atthe
four countries concerned.

(a) South Korea

South Korea is the country where the
State has played the most determining role in
the diverse stages of economic development,
It was of two orders. Firstly, an intervention
organised to synchronise the cconomic ac-
tivities under the direction of the State and
then create the financial conditions favour-
able to the activities aimed at. In this regard,
two mechanisms were used from the mo-
ment when one geared himself towards cx-
ports: on the one hand, the fixation by the
firms, with the State’s approval, of the export
objectives and then a monthly meeting for
the promotion of foreign trade under the
direct responsibility of the President of the
Republic®,

One may follow Alice Amsden in her
work “Asia’s next Giant” when she sums up
in the following manner the orientations of
the Korean State thfough two main periods
of its intervention. “The State has always
been strong. It controls the financia] institu-
tiens and the capital movement, It intervenes
in the industrial structure and the setling of
prices, It decides on the economic policies
and the “chaebols” (the big consortiums)
carry it out™$. But all this has to be specified
a little.

Under the presidency of Singman Rhee,
after the Korean war and ull 1961, the in-
dustrial policy which was based on the small
and medium enterprises that reconstructed
the country and on some big ones, began to
break. The State bureaucracy was closely
involved in economic activity. It led to high
levels.of corruption. The number of scandals
that broke out at the time earned criticism of

an opposition where the Christian Churches, -

protestant in particular, played an important
1o0le,

With the coup d'tat of General Park in
1961, it was a new stage that took shape.
Firstly, one banked on the industries of sub-
stitution for imports. The corrupt entrepre-
neurs were imprisoned, but they werereleased
on condition that they share the views of the
State and invest in this kind of industries?, A
policy of protectionism was established. In
1970, of 1,312 basic products, 524 were
subjected toresiriction measures and 73 were
prohibited to be imported®,

The method of President Park was not to
promote State industries, but act indirectly
on the process of production. He tied o
destroy the obstacles to an export pelicy,
caused by the bureaucracy of the previous
regime. Thus, he made the costs of certain
services for the exporters to be reduced,
instituted a reduction of 509 of the direct
taxes on the earnings of exports; accelerared
paying off of debts, granted a privileged
access 1o the short or middle term credit,
exempted or reduced the import tax of goods
and capital necessary for this kind of pro-
duction, exempted indirect taxes of the inter-
mediate goods”, By doing this, he clearly
favoured the big multisector enterprises
{chaebol), Between 1962 and 1970, the rate.
of interests werc fixed at 6.9% while the
inflation amounted to 12.57% and the rate of
interest in the free market rose to 49.8% ,
Besides, he did not hesitate to destroy the
enterprises that did not share the model®.
Morerccently, the government established a
Research Institmte that works on the acronotic
production, the parts for the memories of
computers and some high technologies™.

Foreign aid was very important oo, In
the 50°s and at the beginning of the 60°s, aid
coming from the United States covered 50%
of the revenue of the government. Between
1945 and 1978 South Korea received from
this latter source more than & billion dollars,
being practically the equivalent of the total
of aid to the African countries during the
same period®. 80% of the exports were fi-

NS TRY R

nanced by the United States *. The training
abroad of engineers and managers was done
with the aid from the State.

One has to add the role of the war of
Vietnam. In 1967 this contributed for 44% to
the GNP and recorded for 58.2% of the
exports, It contributed clearly 1o the takeoff
of the export policy and some didnot hesitate
o spcak about “life for sale”, the economic
advantages coming to compensate for the
presence of 50,000 men on the sides of the
Americans in Vietnam®,

Such an econemic policy was accompa-
nied with a military dictatorship which took
various forms, but which justified itself due
to its economic efficiency. It was the Siate
again thal determined the legislation of
work. Low salaries had to be maintained so
that the original accumulation could be
rapidly realised. Suppression and intimida-
tion were the weapons that were used mgst
frequently. So, in 1980, there were just 11%
of workers from trade unions®, Strikes, as
a ‘Closed shop’ practice were banned. Alice
Amsden, who is an admirer of the results
obtained, does not hesitate to say that those
responsible for the relations of work in the
State scctor were the Korean Central Intel-
ligence Agency (KCIA)Y.

In fact, the salarics were maintained
very low for a long time and the working
weeks were very long. As for the female
man-power, anumber of them were involved
in textile and electronics. They were over-
exploited. In 1980, whereas the minimum
income necessary was estimated at 270,000
wons for a family of 5 persons, 31% of the
workers earncd less than 70,000 wons, 56%
less than 100,000 and 86% less than
200,000%.

Yel, there were strikes, not to mention
numerous students” demonstrations. They
were held in 1961, 1975, 1977 and 1980,
The year 1984 was a violent suppression. In
1987 an important strike resulted in a 20%
salary increase. Between 1987 and 1990,
there were 7,000 strikes, or 6.5 per day. The
political opposition that also centributed to
social changes formed itself at the time of
President Singman Rhec. It was led in
particular by the students and contributed,
among other things, to the development of
a national middle-class.

In 1987, the demonsirations demanded
democracy in particular and they rallied a
number of clements of the middle-classes
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limited their margin of manoeuver. This
was the end of their belligerence and the
beginning of repressive measures against
the mosl active clements of the worker
movement, - including the one connected
with the Christian Churches. The Communist
Party was declared illegal.

In 1968 a legislation of work was
decreed which gave a great flexibility to
the entrepreneurs for the enlistment of
workers*, Linked with the important immi-
gration that followed in the post-war years,
this legislation permitted to keep low
accompanied by measures of austerity that
particularly affected the workers.

4. THE CULTURAL FACTOR

Some people have asked whether the
cultural factor and particulary the influence
of Confucianism had not played a central
role in the development of the NIC’s of
Asia. The geographical coincidence be-
tween these regions and the zone of pen-
etration of the Confucian culture gave birth
to the hypothesis of a cause and effect
relationship. An author such as Peter Berger,
the American sociologist, favours in this
regard the role of the culture in the social
processes and he does not hesitate to say
that the model of the four dragons connot
be exported, because of its links with the
Confucian ethics*!,

It is indeed undeniable that Confucianism
is the predominant cultural system in East
Asia. Therefore, one has to guestion as to
the contents that could influence the eco-
nomic and politicl . behaviour of the

populations.

Two fundamental principles direct Con-
fucian thinking. The first is the idea that the
mndividual is part of a whole and that the
latter has the predominance’®. The second is
the hierarchical principle of father over son,
man over women, higher over lower, within
the scope moreover of the traditional Chi-
nese distinction between yin and yan, two
subordinate elements, yet necessarily com-
plementary.

Ii is obvious that these principles may
have an effect on the economic behaviour
and on the ethics of work, quite like
puritanism, well described by Max Weber.
But again it has to be verified empirically.
In fact, like everywhere, there are several
ways of living through Confucianism; that
of the higher classes (Confucianism of the
elites) or that of the people, with the

Ei INDUSTRY S

synthesis of all philosophies or popular
religions.

Translated into the concrete forms, these
principles lead up to the following values:
family stability; group solidarity and con-
sensual effort; saving and ethics of work;
reciprocity between supporters of power
and administration, transforming a rela-
tionship of power into a moral community,
but which also creates a spirit of protest in
case of a split. It has to be pointed out
nevertheless, that this can favour authori-
tarianism and male domination®,

However, it seems well that a more
dialectical position has o be adopted. First
of all, Confucianism was bom in a definile
society and the values it offers are in
connection with logic. Yet, this particularly
concerns the past. Then, one has to ask
whether other factors did not intervene to
direct the cultural values, It is the case, for
example, with the long merchant tradition
of the Chinese.

At last, it is obvious that during the
contemporary period, the economic be-
haviour cannot be explained solely by a
reference to the past, by favouring a cultural
element. The logic of captalist accumula-
‘tion and the behaviour it induces are found
in the whole world today. Such a logic
contradicts certain aspects of Confucian
values, as we have been able to note in the
course of this report, but is makes use of
them too when they can serve. It suffices to
refer to the speeches of certain political
leaders, notably in Singapore. Capitalism is
a phenomenon of a certain origin, but it
receives in East Asia a specific response
inscribed in the culture and so in Confu-
cianism too. The latter was an important
element of the local response, but possibly
replaceable by other systems of value in
other societies. However, its role shows
well that one cannot pose the problem of
“modemisation” exclusively in Westem
texms.

5, THE NIC’S OF ASIA, MODELS
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
SOUTH?

To succeed in making a judgement on
this question, it is necessary 1o proceed in
iwo stages; firstly to analyse briefly the type
of development they present and then to
pose the question of the model for the
South, S

{a) The form of development adopted by
the NIC’s of Asia and its present
crisis.

According to Peter Nolan®™, the experi-
ence of the NIC's of Asia shows that
capitalism is a powerful motor of economic
growth which, he says, corresponds to the
analysis of classical Marxism. But he adds
that the pure free market capitalism of
laissez-faire is an illusion, as the develop-
ment of the NIC®s has been characienised by
a swong intervention of the State and
through considerable foreign aid, due to
geopolitical factors. It was in fact a non-
dogmatic State, being adapted to the cir-
cumstances m a way much more flexible
than in the socialist countries, but that did
not prevent the pitfall of authoritarianism.
It is pragmatism that guided the pelicy®.

However, such judgements, appropriate
in the sphere of chservation, do not empha-
sise that the economic objectives and
political pragmatism were in the service of
a project of development mspried exclu-
sively by logic of capitalist accumulation — -
that is to say, connected with relatively
short-term objectives, with a conception of
man as a means of production and with the
submission of all the decisions to the
economic growth in the strict sense. On this
basis, the form was a success. However, by
using the same fundamental logic, one may
notice with Walden Bello and Stephanie
Rosenfeld™ that the system entered a crisis
from the 80°s and that the new phase of
adaptation did not find its solution. Here are
the principal components:

1. A new international environment was
created by the protectionist policy of the
United States and the European Com-
munity. It thus became more difficult to
export, hence a search for new outlets
clsewhere, in the former socialist coun-
ries, in Central and South America.

2. One wimesses the flight of capital in the
search for regions with low salaries. The
salaries indeed tend to increase. By way
of an example, in 1989, the hourly salary
m textile was in Taiwan 3.56 dollars, in
South Korea 2.87, in China 0.40 and in
Indonesia 0.23. This, besides, goes hand
m hand with import of foreign man-
power. Moreover, instead of investing in
high technology, the capital prefers
speculative investments. The “research
and the development” do not attanin the
levels of the other indusirial countries.
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{Cont, from page 27 )

There is nothing original about the na-
tional democratic line. National democracy
or “New” democracy was the battlecry of

Mao Zedong’s Communist Party against the .

Kuomintang Army of Chiang-Kai-Shek in

the 1920s. Amado Guerero’s Philippine’

Society and Revolution which virtally be-
came the “bible” of all nat-dem political
activists in laie 1960s, docsnotseem to differ

“from Mao’s Chinese Society and Revolu-

tion. Although there is nothing wrong with
paralicl analysis given the same ideological
framework, there can never. be identical
analysis of both the Philippine and Chinese
societics. Differences and idiosyncracies
definitely exist between these societies—in
history, culture, and socio-economic and po-
litical systems. ;

The guiding ideclogy of the CPP-NPA-

- NDF is a transformed ideology. It draws

from Marx’s fundamental philosophy of dia-
lectical historical materialism as applied in
the development of societies and the theory

~ of economic determinism; Lenin's concept

of imperialism and ideas on democratic
centralism as the guiding principle m Com-

. munisl party’s organization, and; Mao’s

national democracy and internationalism;
voluntarism, and peasant-based but workers
led protracled peoples’ war.

The ideology adopts Marx’s. doctrme :

variously known as “scientific socialism”;
“historical materialism”, and “dialectical

materialism”, However, the doctrine itselfis
-not a product of pure Marxist thought. Itis a-
synthesis of the writings of the British political

economy as analyzed by the bourgeois

. economists such as Adam Smith, David

Ricardo, James and John Stuart Mill, and
others; the French utopian socialist tradition;
and G.W.F.Hegel s philosophy on dialectics.

From th_e British political economy, Marx
was able lo study the claboraie operation of
the capitalist economy. He deduced that
cconomic life and economics itself can be
studied “scientifically”. Nonetheless, he

departed from the conclusion of the classical

cconomists that capitalism reflects the

“eternal laws” of human nature. Marx viewed
the capitalist economic “laws” as nol abso-
lute and subject to change:

The Frénch'socialists influenced Marx’

thinking oﬁ private preperty ownership. The ;

socialists contended that private ownership
of the means of production was an *‘histori-

cally obsoleie institution” and the imperative
of abolishing private ownership is essential
for the future of social organization {(Hagopian
1985:119; Hagopian u.d.: 454). Although
the socialists maintained that absolute equal-

ity, elimination of poverty, and abolition of .

property ownership cannot iranspire imder
capitalism, they do not'see the need for a
revolution. .

. Marx branded the French socialists as
“utopian™ and naive for their failure to grasp
the importance of a revolution in establish-
ing a new political and economic order.

‘Contrary to the utopians, Marx advocated a
violent revolution that would lead to the
abolition of private property ownership.-

On the other hand, Hegelian dialectics
inspired Marx’s insight into the process of
change. Hegel pointed out two things which

appealed to Marx: First, history is unity and
progress moving in a single process and;
progress isnot evelutionary normovesslowly
but is characterized by conflicts and leaps
forward (Hagopian 1985:120). Nevertheless,
Marx criticized Hegel for being an idealist
who believed that mind or spirit was the

‘essence of reality and considered ideas and

culture as independent forces of change.
Marx argued that the world, made up of
maiter and idga is but a reflection of matter
-and the human mind is the highest form of
matter,

As Marx said:

“My dialectic method is fundamentally
notonly different from the Hegelian, but
isits directopposite. To Hegel the process

-of thinking, which, under the name of
‘the Idea’, he even transforms into an
independent subject, is the demiurge
{creator) of the real world, and the real
world is only the external, phenomenal
form of ‘the Idea’. With me, on the con-
trary, is the ideal is nothing else than the
material world reflected by the human
mind, and translated into forms of
thought™ (in Stalin 1977: 5-6).

However, the materialism of Marx is a
derivation from Ludwig Feuerbach sans its
idealistic and religious-ethical contents. Marx
extracted the “inner kemel” of Feuerbach’s
materialism and developed it into a scientific-
philosophical théory of materialism (Stalin
1977 6).

The fusion of Hegelian dialectics and
Feuerbach’s materialism came to be known
as Marx’s dialectical materialism. Stalin
(1977:5) views this as the world outlook of a
Marxist communist party— the approach,
study, and comprehension to the phenomena
of nature is dialectical while the interpreta-
tion and conccptinn of these phenomena is

“materialistic (Forfurtherc dls“i:ussmnsee Stalin

1977).

The application of dialectical material-
ism to the development of history and soci-
ety led Marx to identify five stages: primitive
communalism or communism; slave system;
feudalism; capitalism; and communism with
socialism as a brief transition stage towards
a “classless”, stateless” and “propertyless”
society.

Moreover, the development of society
would be characterized by revolution and
class struggle. The contradictions in the
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and his works written less than a century ago
are still relevant.

Mao Zedong Thought (MZDT) is another
strand of CPP"s ideological framework, The
CPP considers MZDT as Marxism-Lenin-
ismin the present era, Evidently, the Chinese
Cultural Revolution of 1966-69 had a tre-
mendous impact on the local communists. It
was in the same period when student acliv-
ismin the country reached an unprecedented
height, with hundreds of thousands, pre-
dominantly youth and students, participating
almost daily in school boycotts, barricades,
rallies, demonstrations, and strikes with
Mao’s oversized portraits held conspicuously
by the demonstrators as it was done in China,

Likewise, it was during this period when
the Kabataang Makabayan (Nationalist
Youth) was founded in 1964 with Jose Ma.
Sison as ils Chairman. Sison later became
the founding chairman of the CPP’s central
commitice in 1968. He was also instrumental
in building the New Peoples” Army in 1969
and the National Democratic Front a few
years after. In fact, the founding of the CPP
was made on the birthday of Mao which falls
on December 26. Undeniably, the Mao cult
pervaded the CPP for quite some time,

While the CPP believes in Marx’s theory
of economic determinism, it also adopts
Mao’s doctrine on “voluntarism”.
Voluntarism, as the CPP conceives is not 2
rejection of Marx’s “determinism” but an
application of dialectics in the present-day
struggle. Voluntarism signifies the prepon-
derance of mind (ideas, theories, and con-
cepts) in changing one’s material being, as
contrasted with “determinism” which sug-
gests that physical or material forces govern
one’s human behavior.

Mao states, without attacking Marx's
economic determinism:

*“When the superstructure (politics, cul-
ture, and so on) obstructs the develop-
ment of the economic base, political and
cultural changes become principal and
decisive. Are we going against material-
ism when we say this? No. The reason is
that while we recognize thal in the gen-
eral development of history the material
determines the mental and social being
determines = social consciousness, we
also —and indeed must—recognize the
reaction of mental onmaterial things” (in
Wakeman Jr. 1973-299),

Mao always felt that “‘thought reform”

could change a person’s attitudes and
behavior. The doctrine of voluntarism was
so important for who Mao at that time was
rying to build a broad coalition and mass-
based alliances of Chinesc nationalists and
revolutionaries to repel the onslaughts of the
lapanese Imperial Army which invaded
China. The Kuomintang Army then under
Chiang-Kai-shek tended to vacillate and
align itsell with the Japanese. Mao expects a
fomidable “enemy” 1o face if the Japancse
andChinese “counter-revolutionaries” joined
forces against the Chinese Communist Party.
Mao’s voluntarism was an attempt to break
the alliance between the Japanese and
Chiang’s forces and believed in the possibility
of winning over the least of the “counter-
revolulionaries” to the side of the commu-
nists. He said:

“Toexercise dictatorship over the reac-

tionary classes does not mean that we
should totally eliminate all reactionary
classes bul rather we should eliminate
the classes to which they belong. We
should use appropriate methods (like
persuasion and re-education) to remould
them and transform them into new men”
(in Schram 1974:169).

Similarly, voluntarism was used by, Mao
during China’s socialist reconstruction by
inviting “reformed class enemies” especially
theintellectuals and bureaucrats tohelp China
build its cconomy within the framework of
socialism.

The CPP-NPA-NDF’s strategy in ‘wag-
ing its people’s war by establishing “rural
bases” where guerilla warfare is conducted
and land rcform is implemented is Mao’s
political strategy in building peasant-based
centers of power prior to the seizure of State
power in the cities. The encirclement of the
cities through the countryside is the maxim
of Mao’s strategy of socialist revolution,
which differed from the orthodox commu-
nists who clung to the idea of urban-centered
proletarian-based revolution.

The peasant-based, proletarian-led revo-

" lution is the foundation of Mao’s popalism.

He considered the peasants as the “driving
force” of the revolution, the motive force in
the struggle for liberation. The exaltation of
the peasants tended to belittle the wisdom of
the intellectuals. From Mao's perspective, a
humble peasant could possess more genuine
wisdom and coniribute more to society
comparced to scholars basking in interna-
tional renown (Hagopian 1985;137).

Another aspect of Mao’s populism was -
his lament on the arrogance exhibited by
Tevolutionary cadres towards the masses.
This is apparent in his views on the role of
revolutionary arlists and writers:

“..no revolulionary artist or writer can
produce any work of significance unless
he has contact with the masses, gives
expression to their thoughts and feelings,
and becomes their loyal spokesman ...if
he regards himself as the master of the
masses or as an aristocrat .... then he will
not be needed by the people and his work
will have no future” (in Freemantle

1963:257).

Mao’s adherance, to the imperatives of
peasant support in a socialist revolution,
nonctheless, does not mean a divergence 1o
Marxist thought on the primacy of the urban-
based industrial working class’ leadership.
Mao commits himselfto the leadershipofthe
proletariat in the Communist Party and even
advised the peasantry to mold their con-
sciousness inline with the proletarian thinking
through “rectification” campaigns and “self-
criticisms” that would transform themselves
into “proletarianized peasants”.

Another contribution of Mao to the com-
munist movement, which the CPP adopted,
was his view on nationalism and internation-
alism. While Mao admitied the universal
truth’ of Marxism and Leninism, he pointed
out that the specific character of the Chinese
society and revolution must not be over-
looked. Mao saw no conflict between the
nationalist revolution of China and Marx’s
idea of proletarian internationalism. For
Marx, nationalist struggles are irrelevant
and unnecessary as the “workers of allnations
unite” against capitalism and exploiters.
Marx surmised the differences between na-
tions would wither cut andnationalities would
melt as the socialist revolution of the work-
ing class spreads all over the world. However,
Mao remarked that:

*“This patriotism and internationalism are
by no means in conflict, for only China’s
independence and liberation will make
its possible to participale in the World
Communist Movement” (in Wakeman
Jr. 1977: 244),

Furthermore, Mao noted:

“... in applying Marxism in China, Chi-
nese communists must fully and properly
unite the universal iruth of Marxism with
the specific practice of the Chinese
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(Cont, from paée 30 )
turn of mind of the Cuban people to

brave everything for its sovereignty and
its revolution. ;

Cuba was a revolutionary call for
Latin America, the most evolved conti-
nent of the Third World and the most
contradictory. In Latin America a stage
was then coming to a close and another
was beginning, in which capitalist
domination underwent very notable trans-
formations in the economic formations,
the State, the civil society, the ideologies.
The dominating classes of the Latin
American countries were working precise-
ly for maintaining their hegemony and
adapting themselves profitably to inevit-
able changes, inspired by the development
of the world capitalist system, although
this involved the growing U.S. control on
their countries and all the characteristics

and consequences which we today call

transnationalisation. Such classes, thus,
were identified with imperialism and
worked against their people by means of
repressive models on a large scale that
would ensure the order during the changes,
maintaining and increasing the levels of
exploitation and marginalisation and
avoiding or confronting with the protest-
ing and rebellious organisations and the
revolutions of liberation.

The repression prevailed, despite the
great reformist efforts, as the protest had
yery grave reasons and the revolution

" had been placed to the order of the day.

- The new rebellion was beyond, from the
accumulation of revolutionary culture of
the previous Latin American history and
generalised the most radical objectives;
national liberation against capitalism,
opposing its dominant classes led many
people to identify and condemn both
imperialism and reformism, The Cuban
revolution was a happy coincidence and
revolutionary cycle that embraced the
continent; both influenced and fertilised
each other,

The revolution was the card of intro-
duction of Latin America to the world.
Revolution of the events: guerrilla bands,
inflamed masses, the Cuban people in
power revolution of the conscience:
political and ideclogical heresies, theory
of dependence, theology of liberation,
compromised social thinking; renewal of
. the languages, from the Plaza of Revolu-
tion to Havana to literature and art, Che

personified and constituted the synthesis
of that Latin American challenge.
Therefore, the apotheosis that ensued
with his sacrifice was exceptional and

- thus was so short in time. As such, all the

powers that had been combative so much,
coincided in secking to forget Che when
the wave that rose in the 60’s was breaking,
The order of what was established pre-
vailed again, in some cases recognising
irreversible changes and advances while
in others, assassinating, destroying and
dispersing the agents and sympathisers of
the changes, Then, came a new message

of moderation, of renunciation of all-

dreams, of defence, of reconciliation, as
part of the effort for legitimising the
domination, Che’s image may be, at the
most, tolerated by this order if it is
limited to be one among 50 many idols
whose veneration certifies the diversity

_accepted by the power which is, inreality,

a function of the domination. Che's
example and thinking, on the contrary,
are unacceptable to that power, as they
continue to be absolutely subversive and
useful at the present time.

The rectification sought to advance in
its objectives within the frame of some
international economic relations in which
the U.S.S.R. and its camp were determi-
nants for a small country which was
forced of maintain its economic structure
depending much on the foreign links. In
reality, the rectification was also a pre-
caution in the face of the gradual deterio-
ration of the economic bonds with East
Europe that was expectad, and it proposed
to recover and deepen the proper econo-
mic forces through the predominance of
the subjective factor, profound and
radical changes in the economic activity,
popular dominion of socialism over the
corresponding economy, ideclogy and
culture, more efficiency, more diversity
of bonds, mor self-sufficiency. The

 constant adverse principal constituted by

the American aggressiveness and blockade
continued, as it has been up to now; the

_juncture brought about negative results

in 1987 and internally the process praved
to be insufficient for its economic
objectives,

On the other hand, instead of unde:x
going a gradual deterioration, the links
with East Europe collapsed in hardly two
years, The foreign trade of Cuba came
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down in its value to less than the half
between December 1989 and December
1991. The food supply to the population
and the very functioning of economy
remained strictly embarrassing, the other
part of fulfilling its obligations coming to
ahaltin an abrupt manner, The situation
is more serious if one remembers that the
long-term agreements were giving to the
economic structure and the Cuban efforts
an orientation, characteristics and objec-
tives profoundly bound to those links.
The provision for fuel, raw material,
food-stuffs that were essential to us,
collapsed; the markets of our principal
products tumbled down; the system of
prices and payments ground to a halt,
leaving us almost internal, faced with the
market and the world finance of the
current transnational capitalism. The
national security is threatened in various -
manners and the historical enemy of the
Cuban nation has increased suddenly its
activities.

1 cannot examine here the themes of
today’s Cuba and its prospects. 1 shall
point out at least that Cuban socialism
faces a triple threat: survival of its
population at decent levels, its national
sovereignty and its socialist regime, before
a very adverse juncture; wviability of the
economic structure and strategy seeking
to be maintained and developed, before a
heap of difficulties and enemies it has and
it will have; and nature of the system that
will emerge from the continuity and the
transformations of economic structure
that is underway, from the political
evolution of the more or less hard and
long struggles the country is bound to,
from the international contexts and
adequacies.

The downfall of the system of East
Europe threw into relief the aptness of
Cuban rectification as a socialist way and

- showed in a dramatic manner the abyss

existing between both. The permanance
of the Cuban regime, on its part, proved
its popular hold, its capacity of reisitance
and its specificity. But it has also shed
more light on the grave negative effects
the assimilation te “real socialism”
brought to Cuba, complicated with the
same old and recent defects, at times
children of revolutionary virtuss or of
other affiliations. And the so difficult
situation that has been created conspires
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against the deepening of popular socialist
participation and control as the centre
and motive of activity in society at the
crucial stage we are going through. It is
indispensable to identify well that exercise
ever so arduous and risky, to be able to
solve the fundamentals and sclve them
with success, ;

Cubaremains socialist and its existence,
its rebelliousness, its anti-imperialism, its
values, its revolutionary culture, the way
of living of its people, constitute the Latin
American proof that socialism is possible;
there it is so, Referred to the Utopia of a
society based on solidarity, total liberation
and realisation of person, the Cuban
regime is very insufficient and defective;
that reality is more visible today than the
disaster of real socialism makes more
lucid to the true followers of socialism.
Yet, due to the ambition of its objectives
and its achievements, the permanent
tension maintained between power and
plan, its self-critical capacity and its inter
nationalist calling, Cuba is a tremendous
socialist experience. If we exclude that of
the open enemies from all experience of
people’s power, the criticism that requires
of Cuba to adapt itself to the hegemony
of capitalism along the road of “reforms”
is, in the best of the cases, ingenuous; or it
is a sign of worthiness of whom seeking to
be accepted by the bourgeois political
system as premitted left. Solidarity
without conditions of those defending,
with Cuba, the socialist alternative and
Utopia for their own countries, is a
permanent reminder to the Cubans of the
need to deepening participative socialism,
precisely for strengthening it in the new
and complex situations that were created
and for fulfilling thus what Marti in his
anti-imperialist struggle at the end of the
last century called “the duty of Cuba in
America” and it moreover involves today
to continue to be the example of a trug
and possible socialism.

In an intelligent movement, socialism
seems to have folded over towards Utopia,
looking for new foree init to move ahead.
Latin America offers exceptional condi-
tions for that movement. The excluding,
marginalising and anti-national character
of its capitalism, the impasses for the
majorities where they have been placed
by transnationalisation, the growing
structural_'rnisery, of sovereignty, do no
contrast from the political and ideological

SOCIALISM B

system, The politicians in power or around
it and those controlling the making of
public opinion preach the abstract virtues
of liberalisin, the atomisation of the
people confronted with egoism, the
associations proving to be innocuous or
tributary of the hegemony of the system,

the conformity and inaction. The petty

domocracy of the 80’s has become
exhausted, devoid of social fruits and has
heen political monsters or tiresome moves
of responsibilities and promises.

The popdlar camp has suffered a pro-
longed crisis of plans, of relation between
what is social and political, of strategy, of
effective and wise organisation; crisis
aggravated by the consequences of the
end of real socialism, But, it is also
certain that the popular camp has accu-
mulated political culture, social organi-
sations and development of its capacities
and its sensibility, an immense potential
that did not exist thirty years back and
that permits millions of people torecognise
situations and those responsible for same
and to be self-identified. If the idea is
correct that a new historical phase is
about to begin in the continent, socialist
Utopia has to be a decisive instrument to
project the visions, enthusiasm and
conduct much beyond which reach the
meagre instruments of today.

In all the efforts, ideas, feelings, organi-
sations and current struggles are the
sources of the future movements and
changes. However, future remains block- -
aded by a wall that seems insurmountable:
hegemony of the dominating classes, .
assisted by external mechanisms of
hegemony which gives the justification of
what exists and the index of actions and
changes possible within the system; and
facing that, the disintegration and lack of
self-confidence of those under domination
in their autonomy.

I shall not refer to the debilities,
characteristics and conditioning of both
camps, much less shall I make predictions
of the tendencies, of their conflicts and
the future. I however risk the comment
that only with tremendous labour Latin
America will be able to produce an
activity and a thinking capable of breaking
the core of the systems of domination in
force and their terrible social conse-
quences. The motivations and the leaders
of those events will bring forward the
means and propertions in which the
needs, yearnings, national accumulations
and other types revealing themselves, are
combined and manifest. I believe that if
events like these take place, they will
much resemble a new crusade and very
soon a triumph of democratic reason.

(Cont. from page 44 )

the anmual per capita consumption of fish has
decreased to 5.08kg. The recent World Bank
Report on “Employment and Poverty Alle-
viation {1990:8)" has indicated that therc has
been an increase in acute malnutrition in Sri
Lanka.

This is because of inadequacy of fish
resources in the fishing grounds due to over
exploitation, lack of conscrvation and man-
agemeni ol living fishresources. The overall
exploitation of fish takes place in the follow-
Ing manner:

1. All types of fishing crafis are involved in
harvesting of fish in the same fishing
ground.

2. Large scale fishing crafts do not go to
deep sea, instead, they harvest fish within
the inshore fishing grounds.

3. According to information gathered from
Sri Lankan fishing community, fishing
crafisof foreign countries operateillegally
in 811 Lanka’s figshing grounds. Most of
them sail from Thailand, Japan, India,
Taiwan and Korea. They also over exploit
the Sri Lankan fish resources.

In this context the r_ele\iant authorities

should take measures 1o stop or curb illicit

croaching by foreign vessels. Not only do
them exploit a resource that belongs to Sri
Lanka, thus taking away a big slice of the
production which could be consumed by our
people, they are also guilty of implicity ex-
tensive damage on those resources. The
impact of this criminal exploitation of our -
fisheries resource include the devastation of
spanning grounds and ecological damage
from which itwould take a century or two for

“them to recover. In the meantime the Pro-

duction of fish will continue to fall and
foreign exchange spent annually for the im- -
port of fish would sore and the malnutrition
among the people also will rise up.
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INTERNATIONALIZATION OF FINANCE

AND

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

Internationalization of Finance and
Economic Development in Nigeria.

The recession in world business during
the mid 1970s and the carly 1980s shifted
international lending towards the develop-
ing countries. Moreover, for lack of more
attractive investments, internationally mobile
funds have found their way into the syndi-
cated Euro-currency market, resulling in a
sharp growth in the scope and dimensions of
Euro-bank scclor as.sources of external fi-
nance.

The beneficial role of the transnational
banks could be viewed from the provision of
alarge source of external finance to Nigeria,
Table 5 shows thar external finance w Ni-
geria has been growing since 1580, Infact
the Federal and State governments during
the past civilian administration from 1979 to
1983 embarked on indiscriminate massive
borrowing from this unsuitable external fi-
nance source, having failed 1o be prudently
mindful of the heavy costs and future debt
servicing problems. This has mainly compli-
cated the country’s debt management and
external financing problems. Al least we all
accept -that the role of transnational
financial markets in providing amajor source
of financing the growing balance of payments
deficits of developing countries is com-
mendable - having made their credits more
liberal than those from the IMF and from
bilateral and ‘multilateral official sources.
Inspite of this liberality, government has
continue to show lack of priority in national
resource managemet. For instance, the
military administration under Buhari an-
nounced 1 its revised 1984 budget a drastic
cut in further external borrowing; but sur-
prisingly not on the less productive Abuja
(Federal Capital Territory) projects opinion
leaders had observed that the Abuja projects
are nol the type of investments that interna-

- tional fmance should be obtained to execu-
tive because they are the Lype of priority

(Ctmtmued from Last Issue)
Adolphus J. Toby

productive investments that could yield the
required returns that would facilitate the
servicing of the external debt Tater. We must
also note that the size of international credits

to Nigeria within the period under investi-

gation constituted an insignificant portion of
lotal global lending. Uzor (1990) had stated
that in the securitized global market-of the
1980s, Third world countries, due to im-
paired credit worthincss, have been lefthelp-
less bystanders. In the international banking
market too, developing countries have lost
their ground. Following the debt crises of
1989 developing countrics share of total bank
borrowing has dropped. Progressively in the
1980s, developing countries lost access o
development capital. - -

- The table also reveals that inspile of in-
creasing cxlernal debtthe gross domestic
product (GDP) increased on the average, but
not by the same amount and rate at which
cxternal debt increased. Change in external
debt was much bigger and faster. Infact the
GDP in Nigeria was lower than the average
in sub-saharan Afnicabetweenl 980 and 1988.
Also, per capila income increased margin-
ally and was far below the average in sub-
saharan Africa within the period investi-
gated. Strikimngly neteworthy was the fact
that balance of payments (b.o.p.) delicits
weresignificant and exceeded BOP surpluses,
Of what use then is the increasing role of
transnational finance in Nigeria’s economic
development? Who must bear the blame?
International financial markets or managers
of the Nigerian economy? [tis the opinion of
this paper that most of the blame should goto
the managers of the Nigerian economy. This
opinion is held because cconomic develop-
ment is not simply a matter of money. It is
more important a matter of establishing a
sound framework of policics designed 1o
ensurc that the money is invested produc-
tively. Developing countries must recognise
the fact that every international lending ac-

tivity is a business with a profit motive. They
must avoid diversion of international loans
to non-productive purposes. Il developing
countries like Nigeria can utilize interna-
tional credits with prudencé and enterprise,
most of their economic woes will be re-
verted. S ; a2

The growing importance of international
bank lending as a source of external finance
to. LDCs has not been without its mixed
blessings. While the funds provided might
have assisted in [illing some financial gaps in
these countries, they have, in many cases,
exacerbated their external debt financing
burden, The banks themselves will need to
aveid lending policies that aggravate pay-.
ments imbalances in the borrowing coun-
tries. [tis, of course, not the bank’s business
to make conditional loans of the kind which
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
vides and has been accused of making. Butas
reported by the BIS!, instances have occured
in the past where the banks clearly over lent
to certain countries whose payments deficits
were obviously unsustainable. Asin the case
of many other developing couniries,
transnational banks play a significant role
not enly in influencing the level of cxternal
indebtedness of Nigeria through increasing
loans o the country onless favourable terms,
but also through other forms of foreign cur-
rency leakages,as revealed in a study con-
ducted by UN/ECA in 1983% The dominant
role of the transnational banks in the invest-
ment, production and distribution processes
also enable them Lo exercise tremendous
control over resource flows to and [rom
developing countries like Nigeria in a man-
ner te impose a mel cost on the external
[inancial position of the country. The impor-
tantrole of the banks in effecting transfers of
international payments has been particularly
detrimental to Nigeria's external finance
situation by abetting and conniving at vari-
ous dubious forms by which Nigerians and

6}
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present economic crisis has a certain
similarity with those of André Gunder
Frank (1992), points out that such a
depression occurs when extreme con-
centrations of wealth in very few hands
occur, as became visible during the
Reagan yearsin the USA. Will the obses-
sive pursuit of accumulation by these, the
Cargo cult unleashed by “the bourgeoisie™
and its charismatic leaders, reaching world-
wide impact during the last five centuries
finally falter or even come to a halt, like
command socialism in Eastern Europe,
because of the limits imposed by Mother
Earth and the world’s peoples movements
for survival and a whole world?
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(Cont. from page 57 }

Philippine has not been successful enoughin
spreading its ideology and political thoughts.
To date, there seems io be a dearth of its
political documents embodying their analy-
sis of the Philippine society, vision for a
betier society, programme of government,
and strategy in achieving its goals.

The Christian democrats’ ability to clinch
political poweringovernment, however, does
not mean the acceptance of their political
agendanor does their continued stay connote
a presence of mass-following for their ideo-
logical line. The election of some Christian
democrats was not a reuslt of the popularity
or approval of their ideology but of effective
use of (he flawed Philippine electoral system
to their advantage.

Apart from the aforecited ideclogies, there
are other political beliefs espoused by vari-
ous political forces in the country but failed
ic qualify as an ideology due to inchoate-
ness, e.g. popular democracy is one case.
Somepolitical views, inspite of their seeming
acceptance o a relatively significant con-
stituency, cannot be analyzed fully because
of insubstantial political documents in cir-
culation, :

& = e g i sy g i
e i g e i g i .
i L el (e Fendriel iy s
Horeilrnd e ] Tote il
kg g g ol g i

R e

Ideologies perform a critical function m
the country’s political life. It can make and
unmake regimes and governments. In the
Philippines, ideologies remain to be sharp-
ened and fashioned to the country's needs
and demands for development. Many of the
solutions proposed by various ideologies are
shaped by the way the national problems are
defined or seen. Oftentimes it suits the
ideclogues’ interesi—legitimizing its own
theory, Rather than abstracting theory from
realities, most ideclogies try to shape reali-
ties in order to suit their political ideologies.
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In the wake of an adverse

international economic and geo-political

setting, may be the best thing that
a revolutionary movement
could do was to avoid governing, at least
until a better global balance of power
permitted a governing revolution a
chance of survival. g

— Alejandaro Bendana —
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