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. STATE COUNCIL OF GEYLOK,

Wedne sday, July §, 1942,

Eat]

. Tounell met at 2 p.m., Mg,
SPEARER e, Ty Sip WArTIALIN GAM
Dursiswamyl in the hair,

PAPERS TABLED.
(Minister of Labour, Industry & Cor-
merce) : A regulation under Section 5
of the Food Control Ordinance (Cap.
132);

MINISTER OF LABOUR, -
INDUSTRY & COMMERCE :
VOTE OF NO-CONFIDENCE.

*Mr. S. Abeywickrama (Udugama) : T
have given notice of a motion .of no-can-
fidence, and I would ask the permission
of the House to move it now. The Hon.
‘Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce himself desires that it sheuld be
taken up now. I would ask for the

- permission of the House to move the

motion now.

Mr. Speaker: What does the Ho . -

Minister say?

*The Hon. Mr. G, C. S. Corea {Minis-
ter of Labour, Industry & Commerce): T
would like it to be taken up now,

Mr, Speaker: Dces the hon. Member

for Udugama move the suspension of
Standing Orders to enable him to move
the motion now?

*Mpr. Abeywickrama Yes, Sir.

Dr. A. P. de Zoysa (Colombo South)
seconded.

My, G. A, H, Wille (Nominated
Member) : There is a small Bill to be

taken up, which has been upon the

Agenda for some months, -

Mr. U, Batuwantudawe (Kalutara) :
But the subject-matter of the motion of
the hon. Member for Udugama is much
fnore important.

Question, ** That the relevant Btanding
Orders be suspended 77, put, and agreed
to.

[Note.—An asterislk
Member indicates that
revised by him, ]
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(*1 ganst the name of g
hig ramarks have nof been
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Leave being granted— _
*Mr. Abeywickrama: I rige, Sir, to
move the motion standing in my name
which reads as follows ; g
That in view of the very widespread dirédnten
prevalent throughont the [sland regarding {he
wost unsabisfactory manver the food rationing
and control schemes are eperating, pariieularly
regarding currystuffs and sugar, this Counctl

‘has mo confidence in the Hon, the Minister of 5

Labour, 'Iadustry and Commerce, who hag
utterly failed to formulate and work the above
schemes & aclorily, -

T am not going to take up very much
time in ioving this motion. as I expect
that = several  hon. Members will
participate in this debate as it is o matter
of grave importance to all of us who re-
present various constituemeies
Island. = This matter is one that relatas
to a serious problem affecting the country
to-day. If the present position was not
* tolerable, T would not at all have

rought forward this motion against a -

whinister whose work in other directions
I have always appreciated.

At the outset, I would like ta mention
that the Hon. Minister himself may
have had very good intentions and prio-
gressive schemes for the proper control
of foodstuffs. But the Deputy Food
Controllers in the Provinces are not ab.
all keen in putting into operation the
various schemes that the Flon. Minister
formulates for the proper working of the
Department. You will find that in many
instances the requests of the people have
been neglected.

« 1 did not expect to move this motion
to-day. T had some interesting facts and
figures collected in regard to this matter,
but I am unable to use them how because
I have left them at home.

of great importance which I will mention
now,

To begin. When the rice rationing
scheme was introduced, there was a
general cry all oyer the country that the
allocation of consumers to retailers had
not been done in the manner in which
the people and the representatives of the
various. consfifuencies wished it to be
done. The Hon. Minister assured

‘us over and over again that it would be

done, But up to date it has nob been
done. When participating in a recent
debate, the Hon. Minister informed hon.
Members that he was going to implement
every reasonable suggestion put forward
by hon. Members, But unfortunately
nothing has been done. We have been

in the

] However. I
have been able to get at one or two facts -
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- [Mr. Abeywickrama.]
i waiting for weeks and months, but none
-‘I"?f our sugpestions has been given effect
0.
In the matter of registering traders, all
kinds of dubious methads have been em-
ployed by Headmen, and some bona fide
traders, whose only source income
 wera their boutiyues, have heen _omplete-
Iy wiped off as a result of the piecemeal
legislation introduced by the Hon. Min-
ister. I know that this was used as.a
~weapon by interested parties. Prople
who mnevep gdealt in rice wero made
 dealers because they had read ¥ Imoney
.\ with which to obtain supplies from the
Hood Controller. The result was that
the people in the rice trade, were wipe?
out, becaure they had no ready money
ot because the Mudaliyars and Headmer:
- did not wish te have them in the trade.

So these were the initial difficulties
traders had to contend with. Buf the
country was very tolerant because in a
state of er argency one cannot expect fo

 have the same comforts as one had in
times of ;- ace. The people co-operated
with the Hon. Minister and the warious
Government Agents, thinking that the
situation would Improve .in due course,
But what :{o we find? We find that tho
~ situation is getting worse daily.

We started with control of rice and
paddy. But later on the scheme had to
be extended to various other commodi-
ties. We find that fancy prices have to
be paid for various foodstuffs.

~~There is another’ point regarding rice
gontrol. In my own ares therc is an
overflow depof at Baddegama, which was
opened fo ensure stocks being available
to other depotz. The Deputy Food Con-
troller transports vice to this depot at a
very much higher rate than that paid by
dealers. That increase 1s invariably
passed on to the consumer. T the
swholesale dealer pays 30 cents for trans-
porting rice from Galle to Baddegama,
what justification is there for the Gov-
ernment Agent to transport rice to the
overflow depot at 60 cents?

~* I gquestioned the Government Agent
about: this matter. He said that he had
ealled for tenders but that none had been
received, « There is a ving of Clerks in
the Kachcheri who are in league with
the Storekeeper; they get ‘the rate da-
cressed and the additional 50 cents is
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passed on to the consumer. It is owing
to these methods that high prices have
to be paid for foodstuffs.

[There is anothepgomt. Various kinds
of rice have been imported, and I pre-
sume that the Departmment made the
Hon. Minister believe that it was getting
Muttusamba and other good qualities of
rice. But later on, when the consign-
ments came to Ceylon, I was informed
that it was found that they were not of
thequality erdered. The result was that
inferior grades of riee had to be dis-
tributed to the people, and the publie is
paxing for the many faults committed
by the Tood Control Department in not
properly indenting for and supervising
the' transport of ‘riee from India to
Ceylen.

T have repeatedly questioned the Hon.

“Minister with regard to the publication

of price lists in the vernaculars, and the
distribution of such lists to traders. DBuf
up to date nothing has been done in this
regard. Tt was only during the last ses-
& m of Council that I appealed to the
Hon. Minister to see that apart from
Gazette Notifications price lists are
isaued from timé fo time, printed in the
vernaculars. Hxcepling for lists printed

“in English, no lists have been printed in

the verngeulars and distributed to out-
station dealers. I have some of the lists
in question with me. Almost all the
traders in the (falle Distriet are Sinha-
lese, and they have to find outb the ruling
prices from the lists printed in English.
Tt is impossible for them to find out the
actual prices. Some of the hotices that
are hung up in the boutigues are those
that were issued at the beginning of food
control; they are hardly readable to-day.

This is the state of affairs that is pre-
valent in the country. T dare say it
must be the Deputy Hood Controllers
wheo are responsible for this state of
affairs, but we, as Members of 1his
Houge, eannat deal with them and have
them dismissed. According to the Con-
stitution, ‘the Hon. Minister is responsi-.
ble for the proper working of the Food
Clontrel” Department, and if anything

\goes wrong it is he who Is answerable

to this House and fo the country.

It may be that the Hon, Minister him-
self may not have intentionally violated
any of the wisheg of the Board of Min-
istersion But he must have a sel of offi-
cers who will. carry out his instructions,
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and h‘e 1ust c_arry out our instructions
that is'the whola. point of my no-con-

fidence .. - -hecause the eountry is
dependent, on the »d..'s Couneil for the
proper admini 0 of the Fopd Con-

trol (eriﬁa.n’ca;
ister who is responsible,
There are bound to he n any faults.
[Unfortunately, some of the overnmert
Agents, whoare T) eputy Food Controllers,
may not be taking orders from the T' ood
Control Departnient in the proper spirit,
'We cannot Help that. But the Hon.
Minister should bring such cases to the
notice of the Hon, Minister of Home
Affairs and see that the Governmeng
Agents earry out orders in the manner
tthat he desires. TIf he gets up and says,
“ What can I do? The Government
Agents are to blame ** it is nok coing o

 the Ton. Min-

Delp us. 'The Hon. Minister must see
that his instruetions are carried oub pro-
perly. ' .

You will always find that the Goveri~
ment Gazette is becoming a very eon-
venient form of publication to the Hor ,
Minister. - This is g very complicated
system of informing the people of the
actual prices of foodstuffs. The Gazstle
nofifications are - divided into various
schedules, and .if you do not have the
nolifieations filed regmilarly, you cannot
find out to what regulations a particular
Notification refers. Nobody knows what
the regulations tmean. The Notification
simply says that fhe Order issued on
such-and-such a date under Schedule I.
is cancelled. The, particular Schedule is
-mot reproduced. and nobody knows what
the Schedule is. Tt may be that that
Schedule had been cancelled previously,

In Cevlon there are about 5.000,000
people. About 3,500,000 use the wvor-
nacular in their business. What is the
use of Nofifieations sueh as this:

“ By vwirtue of the powers vested in the
Controller of Prices by seckion 3 of thel Centrol
of Prices Ordinanoe, No. &0 of 1989, T, Reginald
Hydney Vernon Poulier, Centroller of Prices, do
by this Order: (i) reveke with offceb from this
date my Order dated June 28, 1842, published in
the Ceylon Gopermment Gazette ''.

What that Order is, nobody knows.
All kinds of netifications are made in the
Government Gazotte. These boutique-
keeperg will require clerks of 5 Matricn-
lation standard of edueation to interpret
the regulations published in the Gasette.
The regulations are not interpreted 1o

Debates.

-dnan fo surrender that co

last oeeasion the Hon. Minis

of us or even to his Deputy
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the villager in the language that they can
understand. 1 challenge the Hon. Min-
ister o telephone to the Food Conirollar
and fiy whether any notices have
Lin the vernaculars. i
ting held in Ambalangoda this
Wae | 2hit ta the notice of the
The Mudalivar said

i 1e prige lists to the Head-
men. I inquired about it from the Head.
. raen, and, { that only 1 copy
18 6 1o

Headman hag
uti -

| seven op
How can you

dealers? Nobody knoyws whi
Prices are. :
" There are sufficient currys
I oounitry s there is enough rice
but the Hon. Minister has no@
30 far to evolve a proper
sahieme. That is my compla
‘The House will remember

very eloguent statement an
he was taking sugar under Fi
The statement was made on
4th June, and on Friday,
the suzar in the Tsland was s
have been brought under hige
But what did that control m i

This is' the main point that Fam
ing in regard to my motion,
8 satisfactory reply from the
ister. The Hon. Minister kn.
faults in his varlous  schern
handled them personally.
sugar, 1 wish to know on wh
the Ilon. Minister exempted Dé
were having 5 bags, or 10 cwil
pogsession, and did not eall forg
ation from them. Every regulll
the Hon. Minister makes iz e

trollers, A ring of Colombo
are always associated with
Controller’s Department, and o
lation that is to be made, wh t
be detrimental to ecertain in erests if
made known earlier, is known to these
people.  Before any action can be taken
the mmerchants come to lnow of the
matter, and somehow op other devieus
schemes and methods are adopted to de-
feat the objects of the proposal contem-
plated. The result iz that the Hon.
Minister’s scheme becomes null and _
wvolid, :

i o
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: [Mr. Abeywickrama. ]
 In the particular case of sugar, it has
been confidentially brought to my notice
that several Indian merchants had plenty
‘of suvar in their possession. For the
~ gake of argument, let us take the quan-
ity as 1,000 bags. The Hon. Minister,
~ knowing very well the cumt g nature
iof these merchanis and how thuy scheme
night and day to wreck his schemes,
thinks that their professed intentions to
help him are honest. The Hon. Minister
" swants these people to furnish him with
a return of stocks in their possession
above 5 bags (10 ewt). Now, what do
these merchants do? With prior know-
ledee of the Hon. Minister's scheime,
they dranspont all the sugar they ha
and distribute 5 bags each to their deale
friends. Sometimes a
1,000 bags in his possession declares that
he has only 200 bags in stock, having
disposed of the 800 bags earlier.

In my reply I will quote extracts from
Haxngarp in support of v statements.
f'he other day when we wanted rice
ration card-holders (o be given the right
to purchase from where they liked, the
Hon. Minister said that the corner-stone
" of any food rationing scheme iz that the
consumer must be attached to the re-
sailer, and the retailer must be attached
to the wholesaler. We accepted that
statement because the Hon. Minister iz
gupposed to know very much more than
we in these matters, and we presumed
that that was ‘the comect procedure.
But when it came to sugar it was dis-
covered that the whele foundation of
hig gcheme was built on clay. He made
.us ‘believe that it was oh a conerebe
foundation that his scheme for riee dis-
tribution had been built, mamely; that

- 4he conswmer must be attached to the

retailer. But in the case of sugar, the
‘foundation had been built on clay. He
did not want to have that well-founded
theory of attaching a permit-holder to a
particular dealer.

- Now, what happened with regard to
People hid their
~ stocks, in quantitics of 5 bags, at differ
_ent places, and declarved that they had
only small quantities. What did the
Hon. Minister do? Ho instructed the
Food Controller to issue permits to peo-
ple for quantities of 5 bags or 10 bags,

State Council of fCeyEon
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whatever the number was. I want the
Minister to tell me how he judged each
Ll Some
people obtained perruus for 15 bags, and
some hong fide traders were given per-
mits for only one bag. Whatl are the
figures the IMon. Minister went on for
issuing permits for sngar? Any man can
go to the Food Controller’s Office and
ask for a permit for 10 bags, and there
ig a Clerk there who gives him a permilb
for 5 bags.

Thenn what happens? That permib
does not disclose where the sugar is,
although the Minister says, ‘1 have
taken over the control of sugar’, and
thatt man has lo go with that permit
“froin anerchant to merchant. These
permits are not like petrol or rubber
coupons. If you have a permit for 5
bags of sugar, and you buy only one bag,
vou cannot take away the permit. You
*have to swrrender it. He goes with the
permit tio a merchant, and he is told that
thefe iz no sugar. Then he goes to
s.aother merchant, and is told the same
thing. 1 know of instances where ped-
ple from Ratnapura and Ambalangoda
had come and wasted three ar four days
in going from one sugar nerchant to an-
other only to be told that stocks of sugar
had been exhausted. Let us say, how-
ever, that ultimately the permit holder
conmles across a rierchant who has sugar,
and he says, ‘I want 5 bags”, but the
merchant says ‘T will give you 2 hags”,
You cannot divide the permit in order
to buy 2 and 3 bags. You have to sur-
render the permit and take away 2 bags
at Bs. 42. The merchant enters in hig
books that on such-and-sueh g permif
issued by the Food Coentroller he sold 5
bags of sugar! Are there any Inspectors
who go and checle these things? iAre
returns ealled for by the Food Control-
ler’s Office? Do they know what has
happened to the deelared stocks of sugar?
If a man fenders a permit for § bags,
but is given and takes away only 2
bags, Iz that correct? '

1 can understand a private party being
placed in such 5 gituation when dealing
with a matter like thiz; but a Minister?
There are the Defenes Regulations, and
he can commandecer any houzes or
stores, [Interruption.] [ want the
Minister to listen to me, Sir. B
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a8 the prc—

sent. I only hope he will allow the
Minister of Labour to  hear . our
bemecanings. :

*The Hon. Mr. Covea: T am listening..

*My. Abeywickrama: Very well.

T want to ask the Hon. Minister of
Labour, Industry and Comineree why he
did not think it fit to buy up ull the
sugar,
Under the rationing scheme prevalenf i1
. the country, every person has g rice ra-

tion book except those in Batticaloa and
other arcas where food ds being prodiesd.
The Minister should have commandeer.d

all the sugar in the country at that time,

and he could have paid for if. There
was 1o necessity to have bought build-
ings, az he could have (,omm.md%r(,d
buildings in Colombo under the Delence
]i-e'rulahoas We have given a vote of
Rs. 20,000,000 to the Board of Minis-
ters. It i not for them to play about
with, but for them to spend on the
people.  The sugar bill coitld have been
paid from that money, and then, as we
were nob in a hurry, within two wecks
everything could have besn perfected and
the same channel of distribution as for
rice used, that is The Deputy Food Con-
trollers in the different Provinees and
wholesale and retail dealers. As things
arc some people have bags and bugs of
sugar, while others do not have a grain
of it.

Then, if the Hon. Minister thought
that it was nof necessary to buy up

gugar, there was the other scheme that.

_he could have infroduced. He should
have obtained declarations from all sugar
.dealers without exception. I do nof
know on what theory the exemption of
quantities of 5 bags and under was
allowed.

We kaow the rule prevalent now in
ecfard to the sale of arrack. The Home

Debates. -

:éis-im? the bus, one wan goes and buys
- 40 bu‘dbleﬂ of arrack, and if the Police or |

. passengers in the bus!

store it and then dlr:tl“"bl.l16 Flaw
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Mmlssfar will not contradict me when I._-
- that there iz a rule in force that
v 2 bottles of arrack ean be removed
& man at any one time, bub is that
. operation to-day? T know that
§ are stopped near tayerns, and they
reme artack at the rate of 2 botiles
( zer. If fhere are 20 passeng-

Excise authorities cateh them, it is
shown that they are within the ]aw ;
the 40 bottles of arrack are fos

Therefore, knowing the nat
people with whom the Miniss
bou¥, Industry and Commerce
i"2. why did he mtroduce th
a regard to quantities of
sugar? If T was unsernpulo
liave bought 5 bags of |ugar g
Sugar at home v\hile all my
went without sugar. V\h_y

denerpus exempifion made ?
_ V?‘?gjn that became known
dews,  they could have cireum
rogulfttmn while keeping withiy
by dividing their stocks into 1
is o great wrong. There was
the Minister issuing permits. §
ister says that he has taken allf
nnder his control, but he dos
on the permit that one shouldl
and-zo for the sugar—for exam
Adamally and Co., or som
He ocught to have obtained
stocks, and if a firm had 1,
sugar, he could have issued
them. and then followed it
another lot, and so on, till the
exhausted, and then refusedt
permits. | o
There were favourites, peopls
to the traders, who obtained ik
The villagers are =not known #
Colombo traders, and thevw
fore to go through brokers
known to the traders obta
sugar, bub those who came §
country had to waste days and dams go-
ing from houtique to bouthue eursing
the Minister and the Food Control De-
partment, and ultimately go away °
withont sugar. = !
The Minister took over the control of -
sugar on Friday, the 5th, and he made
the statement that the Food Controller
would issue permits for people to buy.
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[Mr. Abeywickrama. ] :
sugar. The Baddegama Village Com-
mittee wanted to buy sugar, and I sent
-8 letter to the 1'ood Controller saying
that the Village Committee wanted 5
baga of sugar, but I received a reply from
the Food Controller saying that they
Were nol issuing permite for -utstations
and that it wag the Governu. b Xgeats
as Deputy Food Controllers whe would
do s0. Then I sent the person concera-
ed to the Government Agent, who wrole
back to say: 1 have
authority from the Food Controller to
issue any permits. T have 330 bags of
wugay, aid T am awaibine instructions
from the Food Controller . That was
on the 18th. The Minister took over the
control of sugar on the 5th, and on t =
18th the Government Agent says thgs
he has not received instruetions. 'These
dates are vory important; T would like
the Minister fo verify them. Except for
the Hambantota ares, all the Deputy
Food Controllers are (fovermnent Apents
and they are connected to the Food Con-
troller L telephone; and any order eould
have been. communicated fo the Deputy
Food Controllers within an  hour by
. telephone or in a day by letter. If u
i letter had been written, it would have
~ been delivered the [ollowing day. Mails
were being  delivered ;. there was mno
trouble about that. The Minister tells
us one thing in this Hounse, but the
Department bungles it.
sstic proper instruetions and carry oul
measures promptly.

The situation was o0 intelerable in
Galle and several representations wore
made {o me that I had to send the [ol-
lowmg telegram to the Food Controller
on the 17th;: :

© Depnty Food Confroller, Galle, says that he
has no authority wet from vou to issie permits
for pnrchase of sogar. Galle town traders have
over 200 bags of pucar in declared stocle,  Heriona
meonvenienee vatsed to residents in the distriet,
Please wire mstrioctions o Government Agent,
(ialle, to issuc pormibs,””

That-was on the 17th. The Minister
‘pakes over control on the 5th, and up to
“the 17th nothing has been done, in

spite of the fact that there were declared
- stocks in Galle. TIs that not a scanda-
loins state of affairs for us to tolerate as
elected representatives who have to look
after the interests of the poor people? I

State Council of Ceylon
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was compelled to bring up this vote of
ceasure much againgt my wish, as the
situation is so intolerable, ™ .o 135 o
reply T received to ..y telegram:

Y OWIth refereng  £0 your telepram of the 1Tth
dune, 1942, the position as regards sugar in
Galle District ig as follows: On 12th June a
letter was sent fram this oflice to she CGlovernment,

- Agent, Galle, giving him an allocation in bags

af emgar for hs District and authorising him fo
tgene perrncts at his diserelion o the iotal of
that allocation.”

He says that he wrote on the 12th of
June, hut 1 went to the Kachcheri on
the 17th of June, and after werifving the
fact that ne instructions had been re-
ceived, T =zent my telegram. During
those five davg all the telegraph lines
were working and mails were being deli-
vered, and 1 eannot understand who iz
Then he
continues :

“ As regards possessnora of sucar stocks, ®ix
dealers in the Gialle Districh have made returns
to me in accordance with the requirements of
the Bugar Owder; two of these are in Galle,
three mm Ambalangada and ohe in Hikkeduwa.,
The total elock dmclosed by them amonnfed to
276 ewt, and they have been pranted by me
prenieos to gel sugar, and pormits G reldil a
guantity of 116 ewt, within the next 14 days.™

Now, who iz responsible for these
orders not being sent in time? 1 waat
to know whao is responsible. This is a
serious matber, as far as we are eoneern-
ed. On the 5th June the Minister takes
ovor the control of sugar, and on the
17th, when we go to the Kachcheri to
oblain permits, we are told that no
instructions have beep received. _

Tt the Food Controller is incompetent,
it is up 1o the Minister to tell the Board
of Ministers or His Excellency the
Governor about'it and get somebody else.
We have seen control schemes which
have been already in operation with re-

* gard to tea and rubber, which are a much

more intricate business though they are
not Island-wide in their operation, and
there is the Controller who has done very
well.  [A MeweER: What was the reply
to vour telegram?| That was the reply.
The Hon. Minister caid that instrue-
tions swere sent on the 12th, but the
Deputy Food Coiitroller does not issue
permitz on the 17th. ]

In Gulle there were a cerfain number
of bags of sugar available, and it was a
knewn fact that bags of sugar were beine

-sold at the rate of Rs. 80 per bag. If

you asked for sugar at the controlled
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suear, but I khow that in copra. stores

At Lewa. BRaope and other areas there
were (of sug.r with bags of eopra,

wha was know

e

if he was prepared

e not - a seandalous ﬁb@g‘" of

affairs § Ny £ , ter
allow the sugar to be removed from the
hands of the dealera? That is my point.

When he iz introducing a sechere, know-

ing the tvpe of cuninng traders: he
is dealing with, he should see that there

are no leopholes. T would not AaNe guestscoupled with, that of

allowed & ‘quantity of more than 98 Ib.
to remain undisclosed. He should have
asked not only traders but private pharties
also to disclose - the quantity of sngar
they had in their pessession, ang surrend-
er any quantity in excess of 98 b, That
- would have been a most equitable form
of dealing with a matter like this. The
Hon. Minister cinnot break the ring aof
these traders. He is accommodatig
these traders, unconsciously, I say, Lot
by agreement or any such thing.» The
traders are taking advantage of the
situation. ; . :
Regarding rice and paddy, is the state
of affairs nob seandulous? The price of
a meastre of rice goes up by 4 cents
overnight. . From Monday this week, the
price of 4 measure of rice has gone up by
4 cents. We read in the newspapers
—thanks to the Press, they are faking a
greab interest in lood-control malters and
giving us Information from time to time
as to what is bappening in other puarts
of the Island—that in-Anuradhapurs the
Deputy Food Controller has stated that
he has no atecommodation for storing
paddy; and is not buying paddy as he
has bought what he wanted. Is that a
correct attitude for the Deputy Food
Controller to take up when rice is going
Up in , price? The cultivators in
Anuradhapura are not able to sell their
paddy ab a proper price. I purposely
asked the DMinister of Agriculture
Yesterday what price he was paying for
paddy, and he said that he was paying

up to a maximum of Rs. 8. T do not.
know whafy the minimum is. Presum-

ably it is Rs. 2.50. In my area—the
-Baddegama-Galle Distriet—last - week
rice was sold at 22 cents a measure and

Debates. it
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wRaddy at 11 cents. There 32

i , * -— - - ]
Heasures Wi hsheland St this extr |
4 cents is also ndde "L presiime (T plfir';e_'."-hi
will come to abont 191 dunts for a
measure of paddy. &
that rabe, & bushel

are

Working it ont _a&»—ll
will ¢ost about.
Now. is it faiv for the Min o
dster of  sHculture and Lands and the.
Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
m%rﬂ&. 0 geti together and cheat
cultivators by tmporting paddy fr
Indin at o higher price than Kes
country-grown paddy?
I am serry T had to menti
Minister ‘of Agriculture.

of Home Affairs, o laree
“Tublic ﬁ;’éﬁiﬂngs were hgd
 vators adyised toeultivate
“foodstuffs, The country has
admirably to the call but w
position to-day? Fas the M
Agrieulture @ scheme for b
foodstutls that have beon prodiiee
request of these (Emergenc
ment Agents and the Minid
Bir. « You find tons of Manioes
District boine hawked about i
2 and 3 cents a lb,
What is the plight of the p
vators who have spent three 1
planting  foodstuffs when th
have been better off it they h:
on estates? They are sorry -
-participated  in - the
“drive 7. Normally  they
cultivate something for their |
but at the request of the Minisi
of us, they took to larse-seale o
Is there a scheme in operation
up these feodstuffs? No. It |
diseredit of the Board of Mini
there is no scheme for buying f
Paddy is said to be a perishable
miodity; you eannot therefore Pres
and nopmally T would have
pected the ruling price of p
the same as that fixed for el
paddy that is given to the villagers und
"the rationing scheme.. We would ha
desired a higher price, but I would he
satisfied if the same price was fixed.
Nobody knows when this pericd of
emergency is going to end. We are al-
ways in danger sa far as food is coneern-
ed. If ‘the paddy produced in this ’
country is not bought at reisonable rates, = &
and stored, T do not know what Mhe =
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Board of Ministers, particularly the Food
~ Controller and the Minister goncerned,

_are going to do to save the situation.

" Now, paddy is available not only in
Anuradhapura; it is availuble to a large
extent in Tissamaharama, the granary
of the South, and I would nor. ally have
thought that the Minister of Agriculture
“and Lands, after producing much of the

. paddy that is needed, would haye come

. before the Board of Ministers with a

" schemic for purchasing and stoving it in
Colombo and not in those areas. May
1 ask why paddy should be stored only
in those arsas? I would suggest shat it
be distributed all over the Island. If
the Mifister only wants to do so, theis
are the Defence Regulations and he car,

. commandeer any house and make use of
it as @ store. The money is thete; and
of the Ws. 20,000,000 that we voted, we
have so ¥ar not heard how much of it
has been spent. I believe there is sbill
8 fairly large sum left over. - If there is
the money and the storage accommo-
diation and if the Ministers are honest
in their intention to relieve the situation,

t then why on earth do they not take

_ proper steps to regulate these products?
That is one question which I should like

{0 ask the Board of Ministers, parficular-
ly the Minister who is responsible for the
proper distribution of these foodsbufts.

Can you imagine—l am just repeat-
ing it once more—Indian paddy being
gold at lg. 4.12 a bushel, and Ceylon-
srawn paddy, which may have benefited
in other ways such ag better wages and
sa on being paid if a better price iz paid
for it, being bought at between Rs. 2.50
and Rs. 8 per bushel? Even the Min-
ister was not definite with regard to the
price.. Is that fair? Why should there
be this partienlaraffinity with and great
liking for purchasing Indian paddy at
Rs. 4.12 and issuing it when our paddy is
there? T do not think the Hoard of Min-
isters can give me a satisfactory answer
to that question. You find paddy all
over the country, and unless the long-
range plan of the Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commieree is to starve the

- people to death  there is no reagon why

. he should not appeal to the other Min-

isters to buy up all the paddy available,

Besides, there are other foodstuffs in

largs quantities, such as roanive and

sweet potatoes in the villages.

State Council of Ceylon
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We have been the interpreters of the
wishes of the Board of Mipisters ™0
have told the villagers +* .. wue Minister
will buy up all these foodstuffs. Even
the Minister of Home Affairs has said,
“ Do not fear Japanese bombs. You
might have to die of starvation. The
starvation problem is much graver than
Japanese borbing or any eneiiy bomh-
ing . So the people took o cultiva-
tion. They cannot consume all the
food, vor are they going to throw them
aside, Now there are large quantities of
sweet potatoes and manioe being cilti-
vated ; after four months, the sweet pota-
toes will either have to be zold or con-
sumed. The Government has neither.
bought thewi, nor .is there a buying
scheme in operation. Manioc can be
preserved only for one month, or two
months at most. . There is no seheme for
that commeodity too in operafion.

It is a erying shame that innocent vil-
lagers have been led by the Board of
Ministers to take to enltivation in this
1. anner., Without telling them, ** You
had better cultivate for yourself and not
for others "—then shey would have
cultivated sufficient for their needs—
what did they do? They appealed to
landowners; took over their uneultivat-
ed land, cleared Crown forests at great
expense, and started to cultivate. You
will not experience such a great shortage
of food as you do now if only the food is
properly preserved and distributed.

There seems to be a great likiag on
the part of the Ministers to go to India.
In the absence of any proper control of
food, they go to India and get 'hold of
the big merchants. If I go to relate the
rumonrs that one hears, I will be doing
an injustice. I do not, therefore, want
to relate them. However, there are a
large number of rumours current in the

gountry; and scandalous stories are being

gpread all over the country regarding the
purchase of rice and paddy from India.
But whatever it may be, the Board of
Ministers and His Excellency the Gover-
nor haye thought it fit to send our M.
Kanagaratnam, the Acting Auditor-
Geaeral, to find out the truth of certain
statements that have been made. The
initial step taken by the Board of Min-
isters and the Governor indicates that it
was considered that an inquiry was worth
while! We will rest at that—that some-
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there to T

[ * o the matter and sub-
mit g report, "

I do not wan{ to -go on haa;-qaj; and

-.f_a.dd to the scandalous rumours that are
already beit? spread about the

© chase of paddy and rice, but it is

that if the Minister wonb ahout it i fhe

proper way, he would have been able to
buy the rice required. I say if the
Minister of Labour, Tudustry and Com-
merce who went on this pilgrimage to
India and who was responsible for the
purchasing scheme had got the officers
to set about the matber in the proper
manuer, he would have been able to
save millions of rupees to this country.
Those millions are not coming oub of
the Treasury, but out of the stomachs
. of the poor starving population of this
eountry.

It is & shame that we are not utiliz-
ing our resources properly; but we are
fond of drawing blank cheques in favour
of Indian merchants, of bringing varic Js
cominodities here and serving them at
* very high cost, irrespective of the diffi-
cultics of the poor people,

I do not think T will take up much

‘more’ time of the House. But there is
something which I would like to read
out—it is [rom last evening’s Times of
reylon—and it is the report of a meeting
of the Colombo Municipal Council. I
am not going to quote the whole report.
Mr. Gilbert Perera, an elected member
of the Municipal Couneil, and the Whip
of the Congtess in the Municipal Coun-
eil, of which the -Hon. Minister of
Labonr, 1 presume. is the President, is
reported to have spoken as follows with
regard to this scheme : '

* Convietion was now complete that Govern-
ment lLad bungled and bungled very badly the
problem of food supply for Colombo and Ceylon,
Th was a very amatenrish conlrol for which (Gov-
ormment  has been responsible. The business
community of the eomnfry had been kept away
s il they were u plague. Wvery citizen of the
country had paid fo the tune of Ris. 10 extra per
bag for Government incompetence.®

That is & statement that came from o
responsible man, a member of the Mur}i.-
cipal Council and a person whe is in
very close touch with the Minister of
Labour; and if Congress hagd adopted the
proper attitude, it should have brought
up a vote of censure on its President!

Debates.

thing shabby must have been done in
Tt for the Auditor-General to proceed

((Mr. Amarasuriya) will bea

Voie of No-Confidence.
1171

ey S i e g :
0 3 ﬂggﬁm Bl Finds"of HBad-lines

appear in apers like, * Food Bungle

mes the Hewspapers

Outery "4

in this country afe very fair to gl parties. -
and unless a mﬁn really 3. ;
head-lines of this nature, they
say that there has been g bun,
Daily N. & and the Observer,
had a rutaber of editoriais on
culties experienced by people in o
thelr rice,

There is another point whaeh
like to mention, regardingy ri
Minister assured us here thatl
ing the price of paddy along
if rice is sold at 22 cents
yaddy would be sold at a le
tdbout 10 cents less as poundﬁﬁ
labour. But what has happehu
Galle Distriet? There hag |
been no reduction in the 'prgL
simply divided the price of r
and they are charging—I ani
hon. Member for Weligama (@
gasekera) and the Member}

cents for paddy; that is re
price of rice. May I know
compensation is for the labo
in pounding the paddy? That
great flaw in the scheme.

The Hon. Minister seemns
that everybody reads what appesars
Government Gazette. That all
he requires. If 'that is to :
then peopls will have to| buy
Government Gazetle, they lmust
clerks to follow themn:; every ¥ .
keeper will have to emplov a clerk. f
Hon. Minister and his crew,
Control Department and var
Deputy Food Controllers are y
that they have done everything
have had a notification publish
Clazette. TFor the last 100-oddiyears W
have not had such a scandal, such mis-
management and gross abuse on the part
of a Food Centrol Department. :

T am very sorry that I have had fo
bring in a vote of censure. It is not a
general vote of censure; ifl is only g vobe
of censure on the particular section of
Food Control that is managed by the
Minister. T have no grouse whatsoever
against the Minister regarding other
works of his, exeepting for crificisms
madecon the Floor of this House. Buf

i
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the Food Contrel Department requires
‘drastic changes, if we are to save the

~people of this country.

In moving this vote of censure I

would like to draw attention to the very

unsatistactory state of affairs prevailing,
not only in the villages, b  also on
estates, There  are estate popresenta-
fives in this House, and T know the diffi-
culties prevailing on estates regarding
gugar, Maldive fish, and other commodi-

“fies. “

“in their raising prices.

TFhere is shothcr aspect of thiz ques- -

tion which the public have not reslized
nor hag it been brought to the notice ot
the Minister; that is, the soaring prices.
Maldive fish which was previously scld
at 45 cents a lb. has now gone up id
price fo 80 or 90 cents. We are not
grousing at that, but we are grousing at
the inadequacy of the quantity obfain-
able. These high priceg are fixed, 50 to
speal, overnight. ‘There is Do meaning

1t the Minister keeps the intention to

raise the price of a commodity a secret .

to himsc!f, it would be a different state

. of affairs: but belore he even thinks of

if, the Colombo erew scem to be aware
of it. He creates these loop-holes. 1
do not know whether he does these things
intentionally; 1 do not presume it to be
s0. but somehow or other meny people
gome o know of the impending control
of an artic e beforehand. For instance,
whoen o man has a ewt. of Maldive fish,
and he suspects {hat the price is going
to be raised by Rs. 5, he will not sell
the Maldive fish till he is covered by the

notice. It is only Mfter that that he
sells the article. The Minister cannob
deny it. The whole country is discon-

fented to-day with his scheme of food
rationing.

If he would only eare lo #ravel incog-
nito, By bus and by frain, he will be
able to haar for himself the language in
which Te is described by the villagers.

- He travels from his bungalow to Office

in hiz car, and people domnob know who
he 35 even. If he will only go into the
villages, say, from Jaffna to Dondra or

From Batticalos to Pufitalamn, and takes

 the sense of the people on the focd con-

trol seheme, he will find that 99 people
out of 100 swear that they have been
neglected, rnined and starved by his
imperfect scheme of rationing,

State Council of Ceylon
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'The. traders are enriching themselves
at *the expense of the poor. Instead of
Vv hat
can 1 do when the <wosrd of Mlinisters
have nob accepted my scheme or this
project? I hope he will make a frank
staterent: when replying, so that T may
knosr who is obstrueting him, and what
ithe suhemes that have been brought for-
ward are. Iit-is no use saying that peo-
ple are against him. Let us face facts.
Wo are the representatives of the people, |
and  this is a golden opportunity for us
to take such stops as are possible to safe-
guard the poor poople from fthe mis-
managerent on the pars of the Food
Control Depariment.

There are 52 Elected Members and
there ave always, I presume, about 40
Members present in the House; and L
would appeal o them to think of their
constituents before they cast theiv votes
on this motion. If there, is & single
clectorate that has suffered as a result
of tthe imperfect scheme of the Minister,
I would ask the representative of thab
électorate o think well of the situation
and to vole with me in this matier, in
fairness dnd in. justice to his electorate.
o with the Nominated Members. Thelr
responsibilibies are even greater They
have 'a large number of estates whose
interests they have to look after. I have
mpersonally gone fo these estates, and I
know thé difficulties obtaining there.
Tt is no use saving, ‘ How can T vote
for the motion?’ beeauge ‘when the
country says that the situation demands
correction then hon. Blembers will have
to wvote with me in thiz matter; other-
wise the situation will deteriorate from
day fto day, and we will have no end of
suffering and misery in this eountry.

T thank the louse for patien‘tiy
listening to me.

Dr, de Zoysa zeconded.

Question proposed from the GHair, and
debated. ' :

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: Not in a spirih
of foolhardiness but in all humility T am
quite prepared to take up the challenge
of the hon. Member for Udugama (Mr.
Abeywickramga) to undertake a pilgrim-
age throughout the villages of this
country. Tt is nothing new to me; it
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is not s g which T¥would uader-
tale only purely on the invitation of my
oD, xa. Y Th s something which [
have been accustomed tg in all my very
shorl, may be very imperfect hut never-
theless vory sincere, public gervics in this
country.. I am ot one who claims to
be a great showihan,

I am not one who wishes to proclaim
or hag Gvigh ProcliiRde bk b
tops what I have d
to do. If the public are satisfied with
my work, T am quite prepared to take
the public verdict at all #imes. '

L1 have only done my best; it might
have been an imperlect bést, but, I have
done that for 1y country, and T am quite
prepared to go through the country every
time. It iz not only occasionally that
I g0 about in state; 1 oo aboul every
week. It was only last week that T was

out in the villages mysell in my own

humble way, 'but T do not talle about it.
I ¢an agsure the hon. Mémber. however,
that if it iz necessary for e to go, if it
is neeessary for e to place myself befrrve
the public for their verdict, T shall never
be one to keep back,

T listened very carefully fo the indict-
ment of my hon, Frend. Tt ig a serious
motion; and as the ITouse knows, it is

a motion in which he condenms,” by

means of the specific instances he has
cited, my work in the responsible office
I hold. It iz a vole which is seriols,
because it means, if the vole iz aceepted,
that it iz the verdiet of this. eountry
given through this House, and it is a
verdiet whieh T will accept. I listened,
therefore, very intently to the catalogue

of eharges on which if had appeared ex-

pedient to the hon. Member to bring up
this muotion. T give him full allowanee
for sincerity of purpose. T have not the

slightest doubt that he was moved by

swhat he thitks his duty to hiy constitu-
ents.

" But what are the charges? Bir, that
is a point which I would like hon. Mer-

* bers to address themselves to, and that

iz a point to which T will address my-
self. T am not going, on this occasion,
to range through the various duties T
am entrusted with, but T will confine
mysell solely and purely fo the charges
levelled against me. I shall be brief
but- T shall try to deal with that point
fully.

Debates.
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is motion

that there is genmeral and
discontent and dissatisfaction
to the food rationing and eontre
that these schenies hayve heen
Iy frained and badly administe
therefore, he invites this Couw
press it wanb of confidenc:
the motwon, 5 -

motion? e gaid, with
rationing sehome, that some
House indicated certain

appointing distributing agen

that had not been done.  The h
ber also said that certain ov
Jfrere rather expensive, bee:
of transport was rather hig
far as T remember, was the
the charge in yespect of
scheme. In respect of %
schemes, the hon, Memhbo
sugar, and he said that h
main points that he had
ward. He =said that the r
in India were unsatistactorily
He referred to high prices be
to the inguiry that is now af
summarized, are the echaroe
he has invited the House tof
motion.

Bir, I would ask the TIc
s mind back to the whole
ing scheme. The only rati
evervoné knows, is
scheme in regard to rice. It
thing thdat shordy after . th
seheme was introduced in
vear, the same hon. & Meml
the scheme rather severel:
it a brainlesy scheme, and
opposed to it. DBut the hoge
would himself remeniber ho
few days of it, from his ov
himselt telephoned to me a
gorry he was for malking &
and how glad he was to fin

that the
rationing scheme was working so-well
‘in his own constitueney. i ;
There is no doubt that sometimes when
you look at a scheme, specially a con--
trol seheme or a restriction scheme, it i3

inevitable that there should be ‘dissatis-
faction with such a scheme. T4 is nobs
in the nature of things possible to satisty
everyone, to satisfy every pomb of view,
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I because, in the nature of things, it must
" be inconvenient to some if not to the
whole body of the public. I should like
~ to remind the House that we have dealt
L with, for the first time in the history of
this country and, perhaps—I believe T am
correct—for the first fime in | e history
of the East, a rationing seheme in the
staple food of the people. I claim for
‘the rationing scheme, whatever small
defects there might be in the scheme,
that at a time of limited supplies every-
one in this country has been given the
share of rice required by him without a
single day's break. Whether that ration
i sufficient or not is a different consi-
-~ deration, depending on the availability of
. rice. But the scheme that had been

i

every single person who was entitled to
thit rice received his vice daily, and that
there was no differentiation between rich
, and poor or one from another,
§  Sir, whatever inconveniences there
* may be in thuat scheme, whatever diffi-
“_ cultieg there may be, 1 say that the most
tessential thing at a time when the staple
| food is in short supply is to see that a
| scheme is introduced by which that eom-
i modity will reach the people who need
[ it. | Tosted from that point of view. I
gay that the rationing scheme hag been
[ g gliccess. There were many complaints
“at the very beginning. Changes were
made in the scheme at the very begin-
{ . ing, in defererice to the wviews of this
" Mousge. A vital change that was effect-
od was the giving up of the authorized-
distributor gcheme and permitfing every
I ‘single trader to degl in rice. Thab was
© tried and, as we anticipated, that led
L to vory serious difficulties; T mentioned
thesa difficulties to this ITouse subse-
guently, and with the approval of this
House we reverted t6 the authorized-
digtributor scheme.
Put what does this authorized-distri-
I\ butor scheme mean? It means, as I

said, that everyone who had his ration

©  card, except those from whom the ration
* gard had been withheld, bhad his rice
without a break. It means the organ-
ization ol the distribution, so that the
rice which is in Colombo will be available
throughout the country. It means the
organization of a scheme for the mea-
surement of rice, for the testing of the

State Council of Ceylon
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‘quality and for its dispatich to every part
of the country. It also means tha Aia
tribution of cards to oo~ _wers which
will entitle thein to obtain the rice.

This is not a scheme which is simple
of administration . It is difficult, But
I say—and T elaim with all humility—
thal anyone who looks at it ffom a
reasonsble point of view will see that
whatever defects there may have been,
the whole seheme has served the public
well. There are defects sometimes which
I cannot always take notice of. The
hon. Member (Mr, Abeywickrama) him-’
gelf sugeested fshat it is necessary to have
overflow stores, We accepted his sug-
gestion and provided ovetflow storcs in
various areas and we sdaw to it that the
overflow stores received a surnly of
paddy and Yice. Now the hon:'Mem-
ber savs that sending rice from Galle is
more costly than sending it from Hik-
kaduws: « . . . :

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Every step taken’
b, the Hon. Minister is shaped to the
advantage of other people, to make
money or to take bribes. That is my
charge. .

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: T am dealing
with the rice rationing scheme. T do not
'see any occasion there for anyone to be
Lribed, because under the rationing
scheme the Government distributes the
rice to the wholesale and the retail dis-
tributore. who were selected by the
Government and who are paid a certain
amount for the work they do. T feel
that there must be some justification for
reinarks of that kind, and T do not kuow
whether the House will see any justi-
fication for remarks of that kind with
regard to the rationing scheme that is in
operation. That is with regard teo the
rationing scheme. ' ;

Now I should like to say one word with
repard to the statement made by the hon.
Member with recard to the purchase of
rice in India. The hon. Member said
that T had gome to India, and T think T
heard him say that I had dealt with some
merchants and that the whole arrange-
ment in India had been bungled. The
hon. Member perhaps has a shorb
memory. The hon. Member perhaps
chooses to believe those rumours which -
he himself lightly brushed aside.
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The hon: Member il remember that
the (Fovernment of Tndia in March agreed
W0 give v country 88,000 tons of rice

4 wovernment of @ India
the supply of that rice to

should be obfained through the
anne We waited for
-mormial trade chan-
: ' ~ It did not come, Then
I was deputed to go to India to look
inty the matter. 3 . '

Of course, in this country sometimes -

one eannot undertake a public business
without some allegation being made of
improper aetion. That is the penalty
which some people have to pay when they
undertake a work which ig thrown on
them by the responsibilities of their
office. E

T cla™n this, that T did the duty with
which T had heen charged and that T
" obtained a release of the rice, at leash
the issue of the licences immediately. It
must be noted, Sip, that it was the
Government of India which issued these
Jlicentes to merchants. and not e
Government of Ceylon. The Govern-
- ment of India said that they would utilize
the trade chanmels. They utilized the
trade channels; thev selected their own
merchants and they issued their own per-
mits, and they controlled the quantity
given to cach merehant on each permit,

It was the delay in giving those per-
mits that required my going to India.
It was that matter that T took up with
the authorities as foreibly as I conld, and
it was thereaffer only that the licences
were issued to those merchants. There
Wwas 1o heeessity for any action on the
part of the Government of Ceylon, nor
was it possible to seleet any merchants
except to authorize these merchants or
to see that these merchants sent the rice
that we had hought.

It was before this, howewver, that the
Trade Commigsioner of Bombay was re-
quested to buy rice on behalf of the
Government of Ceylon.
the (bvernment of India objected fo the

Trade Commissioner undertakineg that

business that my colleazue, the Minister
of Agriculbure and Lands, wag sent to
discuss the position with the Govern-
meént of India. But until the 'Trade
Commissioner was stopped from doing
so, he purchased rica on his own.

Debates.
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In connexion with those purchases, I
wish only to say this, namcly—it was a
point made yesterday by the hon. Mem-
ber for Point Pedro (Mz, Ponnambalam)
algo—ag complaint has been made by the
former Beeretary of the Trade Commiges
sioner himself in. which there were cers
tain aller tions made against the Trade _:.

Commiss oner. The mabter was put inte
‘the hands of the Auditor-General to i
quire into, and the Auditor-Gen
desired that he should pursue tho
investigations in India, and he-hias
#enf across.

*Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam (P
Pedro) : Whit are the terms of refere:
of that inguiry? -

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: There w
terms - of reference as there
charges framed against anybody.
bald faet is this—I want without s
reserve to bring it before every N
ber, because there is so much said 4o’
effect that the former Secretary of
Trade Commissioner had written in
ing certain allegations in regard to
transactiong of the Trade Co 111851
Those papers were forwa :
Auditor-General who logke
Having formed certain e \
those papers, he desired tol
investigations in India,

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Could it
possible to say on what lines the invi
gations are being carried out?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: No lines
been indicated.” He is inguiring®
those allegations to find out w
there is anything in them. N6
should be allowed to do that. We
allowed him to proceed to India:
one lnows the Auditor General
position. Tet him make the ing
fully and ag freely as he can, and
his report is out it will be passible’
what the position is and what
any, should be taken. Of course, hefo
that, a8 not unusual in this country any
elsewhere, people make all sorts of wild
staternents, but in justice to that officer
himself who has had a good record of
geryice T would ask the House to wait for
the results of the investigation that is
procecding before listening to any rumour
or comment that one may have heard.
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[ The Hon. Mr. Corea. | :
But T do want to say this in view of
* the statements wade about the rice pur-
~eliuses made in India by Mr. Chablani
- and by the Trade Lommhsmm,r All
these matters will come up at that in-
- quiry, and [ do not want to go into them
. an detail. From the stateme 5 of the
priced paid for purchases gerw to the
z Oﬂ}w of the Purchaging Commissioner,
i i clear that the priceg paid by the
Trade Commissioner are not very dlSpiO-
portionate to or different from the prices
. paid by various other people. There is,
~for instance, requisitioned rice. We did
not buy that. 1t wag bought by some
mierchants to he sent to some other
counbry. Tt was diverted here and we
took it over on the price shown in the
docurmients, in the invoices; and we find
~ that the landed price of thut rice is almost
the same as that paid by the Trade Com-
missioner gnd Mz, Chablani. However,
I do-not want to go bevond that at this
stage, and T wounld leave the matter in
the hands of the officer who hag been
N\ charged with the duty of inyestigating
Hhhe allegations which have been made.
i The hon, Member also said that the
qL tality of rice which was imported was
different from the quality bought and
oud for.. T do not agree with that. T
never had any indication of any differ-
ence hetween the quality of the rice
purchased as againsb the quality of the
rice that was sent on that purchase.

The lon. Mewmber stated that the

price lists in this country are publizshed

- only in the Gazetle, that he had men-

tioned this to me but that no setion

had been taken and that price lists are
naot distributed to the public.

P

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Not publmhed in
the vernaculars,

*The Hon, My. Corea: I do not know .

whether there is anything wrong in the
postal arrangements in the Baddegama
“area, but T havea note here to the effoct
that on 6th June I wrote a letter to my:
hon. Friend on this point, explaining
that my order with regard to the publi-
eation of the price lists in the vernacu-
* lars—the broadeasting of these price lists
throughout the country—had been ecar-
ried out, and that from quite a nmnnber
of areas I had received reports to this
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effect, but that I was waiting for some
other reports from certain areas and
that I would inform him -~- lu about
the ratter. I do nov know whether
the “hon. Member received my letter.
Some Revenue Officers have not yeb
made a refurn on this subject, but sey-
eral of them have replied and T can
show the hon. Member copies of the
price lists printed in English, Sinhalese
and Tamil.

*Mr, Abeywickrama: Show us one for
the Galle Distriet.

#The Hon, Mp. Corea: These are nct
printed merely in the Gazette; they are
published in different places.

*Mp., Abeywickrama: fs there one for
the Galle District? .

#*The Hon. Mp. Corea: Yes, I have
here with me a copy of the price list for
the Galle District, signed, “W. O.
Stavens, Deputy Food Controller ~,
dated 1st May, 1942,

#Mp, Abeymckrama That must be in
his Office.

#The Hon, Me. Corea: The hon. Mem-

‘ber asked why these price lists had nob

been broadeast, and I have stated that
I ordered that lists should be printed
and broadeagt. I do nolt think the
officers conerned merelv_print these lists
and keep themy in their Offices. In
gome instances, we have ourselves
printed the necessary coples and sent
them tio the Tevenue Officers concerned,
and hon. Members will see here clear
proof that the suggestion of the hon.
Member has been carried out.. T hawe
not merely implemented his suggestion;
I have stated that I bave done so, in
my letter to him, and T was surprised

tio hear him reverting to that charge in

spite of the letter T had written to him.

I do not know why the Government
Agent, Galle, hak printed fhese srice
lists if they were not meant for distri-
bution, He could not have done it for
tha mere love of printing thew. It may
be that the lists have not been properly

" distributed, but the price lists have been

printed, and that they have been dis-
tributed is clear from -what. I have
stated.
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This is & small matter, but the charge
& as that even in regard to this srall
: "~ action had been taken. I
have shown nos Members that even
' this small matter had not been ignored.

o

HAECH Bk,

el ay. The Govern-
ment Agent, Anuradhapura, hag dobe it
very well; in some other places it hag
nobt been done gquite so well, but it has
been done.

[ want hop. Members to bear that in
mind—that wherever possible even small
matters have been attended to. bug
the hon. Member has utilized even this
small point to support this motion of no-
confidence. T have proved conelusivels
that this matter has been attended to.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: T
convineed.

am  not

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: You cannot
convince people against their will. It
a Member cannot ba conyineed by proof
of this kind, then eertainly one is nob
very much hurt by a vote of no-confid-
ence proposed by that Member.

The hon. Meniber has stated that this
vote of no-confidence was not against the
Minister of Labour, Industry and Cotn-
merce himself; the Minister is o jolly
good fellow, at any rate he is not a bad
fellow, but the officers under him, the
Deputy Food Controllers, his Food Con-
trol Officers—sthey are the villaing of the
piece; they are the fellows who cause
all this diffieulty. “* If it was merely
that poor fellow, the Minister, T would
have lett him alone, but these are the
fellows who are causing all the diffi-
culty.”” : ¢

Sir, T do not think that that is quite -
the correct view to take, If fhe officers
concerned do not carry out instruetions,
if the policy laid down is not earried out,
these officers should certainly be broucht
fo book, but in regard to these matters,
it is mot the fault of the officers; the
responsibility is mine, and T am not going
‘to take sholter behind these officers and
throw them to the wolves, It they have?
not carried out any instructions, that is
a different matter. " But T say that in all
these matters, action has been faken s

WQ@Q%% e

are referred,
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-f;ii'-aﬁj'-pqssib_le_ atter consultation with,
and the approval of, my Executive Com-
Cases, with the

mittee, and, in ma i .
approval of the Bourd of Ministers, to

whom most of these m fﬁe_i:a of policy

Of course, I any quite pre-
pared to take the fyen_g'-ibility-my'*sc]f‘ .
The ho  Member gave the reasong 1

~ have refe.ced to as his grounds for thig

vote of mno-confidencs. He concluded
ou what he regarded as his most import-

ant poitt ‘in favour of hig motion, and

fhat is the question of sugar distribution,
There is a reference in his motion i
cutrystutfs, but he did not gay one word
in his spesch about currystuffs, :

¥Mv, Abeywickrama: T will do th
my reply. N

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The b
ber promises to do that in his 1
must be thankful for these sm ] me
Perhaps bo wants to save me the troul
of replying to what he las to say b
eurrystufls, He makes ‘nn.
agamst my Ministry in refard fo ey
stuffs, although that question is re
to in his motion. T thought, i
foolishness, that  the hony
thought, that the position with re
currystuffs was fairly satistactor i
sgems to be keeping that up his s
to be used in his reply. But what i
going to reply to with regird to cu
stuffs if 1 chose to say nothing about
sibject? The hon. Member hitnself
not said one word in his speech abouf
currystutfs. :

Of course, tha hop. Member ean
grave charges against me with regar
currystuffs, and feel quite happy
those charges cannot be met by m
cauge I would have mo right to sj
again. That may be a very clever -
cal move but 1 have doubtg
propriety. e

With regard to sugar, 1 would
say that there hag certainly b
difficulty. - The hon. Mem
know why there was no ind
ing for sugar as in the ease of i
question was considered, but the pro
had to be abandoned because it was £
that it would be almost impossible. o :
have a rationing scheme for every single
individual in tha case of sugar. In this
country most people buy their su gar from
the boutiques in quantities costing one
eent and half g cent; they buy s few .
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cents’ worth of gugar at a time, and it
would be very difficult, if not impossible,
to undertake the rationing of gugar.

Az g matter of fact, of all these com-
modities, to 1y mind sugar should be
regarded as the least important in this
eountry, beeause with every d> 'p in sup-
plies of imported sugar recourte ghonld
‘be had, and is being had, to country
jaggery. There is no very great dearth

P of that, and T am eertain that there will

*be a great impetus to its produetion.
“But apart from that aspeet of the

~  guestion, we had to devise a scheme for

the distribution of sugar. The hon.
Member for Udugama (Mr, Abeywick-
rama) should not forget the fact that
timely aclion was taken shen it was
Inown that there was going to be a short-
age of sugar. That iz something for
which I think we can justifiably take
credit:  When the importation of sugar
from Java ceazed, or was about to cease,
we were faced with the possibility of a
sugar shortage.  Timely action was taken

iBtate in our efforty to obtain sugar from
Australia and India.

“As hon. Members are aware, Indian
siLgar eannot be exported, but special
efforts were made and with the support
of the Secrctary of State we were able
to provide for this country a very laree
quantity of sugar, both from Indin and
from Aunstralia.

- The hon. Member complained about
the price of sugar. We have 1o charge
the consumer here the price we ourselves
have: to pay for the purchase of that
sugar, and unless it iz the policy of this

- Government to subsidize the eonsumer
by fixing s price below the cost to
Government ol purchasing the sugar, it
18 utterly impossible to get over the
necessity of fixing the price of sugar at
the figure which we ourselves are charged
by those who sell the sugar to us.

In this case, nobody can say that some
merchants were favoured or had cheated
the Government. The sugar we bought
was the property of the British Govern-

ment in India, held by them in India,

and they sent the sugar to us, to help
us,. and they quoted their price for it.
‘We paid that price, and then we fixed the
 selling-priee of gugar in Ceylon according
to the price we ourselves had paid.

State Council of Ceylon
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Fortunately for us, we obtained the
sugar from India cheaper than the price
of sugar in Indig itself, beeauss -
able to get our requir-.cuey out of the
quantity which had been purchased by
the United Kingdom. To-day sugar is

gelling in Ceylon cheaper than it iz gold |

it Inclia.

With regard to Australian sugar, the |

Governwent of Australia which s sup-
plying us with the sugar, agked for a cer-
tain price and we charged that price to
the consumer, plus the handling charges.

That ie whal we have to do, unless it
is decided ta fix the price of sugar at a
certain figure, and if the cost fo the Gov-
ernment goes above that figure, to charge
the excess to the Government as a sub-
sitly to the ¢onsumer, That iz a policy
which must be considered. It came
before the Board of Ministers for econ-
gideration, and until the Government
decides to meef the losses resulting from
a subsidy of that kind, thede inereased
prices cannot be helped.

If individual rationing in the case of
sugar was considered to be out of the
question, what was the scheme that was
introduced? I will explain that a little
later; und before I do that, T would refer
to the other point made by the hon.
Merber,

He complained about the exermplion of
thaose possessing quantities under five
bags from the control we introduced.
The hon. Member hag apparently not
considered that matter quite fully; other-
wise he would have understood the reason
for the exemption. In order to effect

Government control we had to do one «f

two things: we had eitber to purchase

all the sugar in the handg of the im-

porters, or we had to control the sugar.in

their possession by preventing the sile of
that sugar except under permit.

Tn view of certain eircumstanees, one
bheing that we would have had to bear
the loss resulting from the putchase of
inferior sugar, or sugar that was deterio-

rating, we decided to contrel the sugar

in the hands of the importers. We
issued regulations to the effect that no
importer should . sell sugar, from the
moment that proclamation was issued,
except under permit. When we did thaf,
ave had also to say that they could sell
only to certain authorized persons, per-
stns permitted by the Govermment to
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buy. We had to issue permits
had fo find out to whom we b
Clpy ~vmits, ‘VS had to ;
il sugar.

“Whe

register of au Jealers
~ youhad L this, if you had restrict-
~ ed the , without limi, it
would h t that there ; ild have

gar anywhere at all for

- a week or ten days.
That is the reason—1I think it is a very

good reason—avhy those Possessing sugar
below a certdin quantity were exempted
from the rule we passed. " Wo wanted to
get hold of the “ big ' people, people
who had large stocks. Woe obtained re-
turns from them, and on the information
contained in those veturns, written per-
its were issued: No doubt difficultios
Wwere encountered at that time, but
_..hundreds of permits were issued until
the stocks of these importers were com-
pletely exhausted.

Now we are issuing sugar from Govern.
ment stocks. Certain agents have'to be
appointed both in Colombo and in the
outstations, and through them it is hoped
to supply the retail dealers. I myself
see a weakness in that scheme: the retail
dealers may not be able to get the sugar
from the wholessle dealers scattered
throughout the country. I want to see
how this works before T undertake the
task of establishing Government sugar
distribution depots in every part of the
country. It is much, easier and cheaper

- to do it through existing channels, if it
can be done. In most places the scheme
we have introduced is working to-day; it
has not begun working fully all over the

$1:: ountry,
I am indebted to my hon. Friend the

- Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) who
has passed on to me a telegram on this

subject, frorm the Assistant Government
Agent, Matale:

* Our conversation, arrangements for purchase
, in Colombo now appears satisfactory, but trans-
‘port charges exorbitant and if ﬁxed'priceg allow
for high fransport charges, the traders will also
bay—" 3

__*My, Abeywickrama: That is the
Deputy Food Controller’s telegram.

*The Hon. Mr, Corea: You cannot say
that all the Deputy Food Controllers are
not telling the truth.
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“bound up with it.
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The point is that the traders are buy-
ing. 1 know personally that in several
Places the traders are buying _sug?r and
are able to buy sugar. Our dif culties
have been enhanced to a very | ge ex-
tent by the transport problem. know,
the Hon. Minister of Loeal Administr4-
tion is nw going iato that question, an
I am sue g solution will be found f
1t. ol

¥Mr. Abeywickrama: When ?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: T beliove a
solution will be found. The Miai
Communications and Works and. al
Board of Ministers are considering
question. 1

solved, We have made reprasent:
we have protested and we have ask
transport arrangements. I have to
sugar out every day; I have to sen
and flour to the different | outstat
and to see that every supply station
rice, flour, sugar and currystufls. I
can these articles of food be sent
when the whole transport System is |
such a state of chaog? i -
I hope' the hon. Member for Uduean
(Mr. Abeywickrama), ~with hig g
perspicuity and ingenuity, will look
to this matter very soon and try to
whatt can be done to remedy these trg
port diffienlties in Ceylon. ' I am s
it will be a matter for great satistael
when some steps are taken in that die
tion, ST RS
We know the difficulties. We do not
say that the transport system is not quite’
right and rush away to blame those 1
ponsible for it, because we lnow
difficulties that exist. The Pproblem
transport is one of the most diffieult p1
lems that we have to tackle, but :
thing has to be done, and the «
of food supply is in a very large
With all the
culties and drawbacks, I say, we
never yet failed in serving oub
Then, again, once we took up therdicti
bution ef flour, we made it available at
every supply station; it will be the same
_with regard to the distribution of sugar.
One other point which the hon. Mem-
ber referred to was that there was some-
thing wrong in the system of purchasing
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Jocully-grown paddy, Well, we are
offering & minimum price of Rs. 2.50,
and we are buying paddy at even Rs. 3
per bushel. :

*Mp. Abeywickrama: What is the
price of a bushel of Indian par 1y which
you are selling? :

~ #The Hon. Mr. Corea: The price of

" Indian paddy is between Rs. 3.12 and
Bs. 8.42 per bushel. That is the pur-

* chase price. The sale price is lower than
what we have paid; we are losing on
paddy., We are not charging the con-
sumer the price we paid.

We are not buying paddy in India now,

but when we were in difficulty, during
March and April, when we were faced
with starvation, when we found that the
Burms market was cut off to us, we
had no alternative but to go to the In-

\ dian market and buy paddy regardless

{of the price. At that time, if anyone
thad raised this question of price, or if
Ti had said that Rs. 3 per -bushel was
tvo much to pay for paddy from India,
gnd that we could get it at Rs. 2.50 per
bushel in Ceylon, perhaps I would have
‘been called a madman.

The point was that we had to buy the
paddy, and we gave instructions that it
should be bought, and it was not bought
at too high a price. The only thing is
that we were paying more than Rs, 3
in Ceylon, and it comes to this that

. either the Governmient must bear the
loss when selling the paddy back to the
public, as a subsidy, or we must increase

- the price offered to the consumer. 1
had no objection to paying anything
since’ we wanted the paddy; snd you
have to bear that in mind. Some people
pay Rs. 4 for a bushel, and if we.want
to buy in competifion, we will haye to
pay that pricé., TFiven if we pay Rs. 4,
we will have to sell it and either clarge
the congumer Rs. 4 or we will have to
gell the paddy for Tess and bear the
difference as a subsidy to the consumer.
That iz the difficulty. But instead of
doing that, we are paying as much as

Wwe can. :

#My. Abeywickrama: Sir, rice is being
gold in the Baddegama District at 28
cents n measure. What i the corre-
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gponding price for f)addy? Iz it correct
to say that it is being gold at 14 cents
a measure?

#*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I do not know
at the moment. 1 cannot say at what
price paddy is sold without reférring fo
my file, but I know that paddy was being
sold at & lesser price than was paid for
Tice. -

%My, Abeywickrama: Ne.

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: I will inquire
into that maiter. I do mot know why
that is so oaly in the Baddegama area,
but T know very well that that is the
practice all over. That is the order that
has been issued, and I think there is a
difference of & couple of cents. -

*Myr: Abeywickrama: To-day Govern-
ment is charging Rs. 4.16 for a bushel
of Indian paddy,

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: If there is any-
thing like that in Baddegama, 1 will look
into it. I shall certainly look into it.
Indian paddy is cheaper than rice.

Sir, we are now buying paddy in
Anuradhapura. The difficulty there was
that the Government Agent went on
buying paddy until he filled all his barns.
He is prepared to buy 1,000,000 bushels
of paddy, and we have told him that he
must do go and that we will take the
stocle off him. From the day we had
that conversation, we have been trying
t~ fnd means of transport. We are try-
ing to build additional stores. We have
used almost every school in Anurad-
hapura for storing the paddy. We have
called for tenders for the removal of this
paddy, from bullock-cart owrners.. - We

have also asked lorry owners to fender,

and we are awaiting the results. On
the other hand, it must be borne in mind
that ‘whatever the cost of fransport is,
such cost will have to be added on fo
the price of this paddy. That is the
difficulty. ;

We have inquired from the Railway,
but they say that they eannot give us
any transport facilities. We have asked
the Military authorities whether any
arrangements could be made. The
whole question is being looked into by
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the Ministry of Loeal Administration
ariel ‘H‘IG }gniﬁtel' Ofa‘c i

and Works, 't Fqkaléb ing
at a-special meeling 1of the
Ministers.  That ig ‘the
;égg'a.ré{go the purchase of

ushels wl
there savs are available.

*Mr. Abeywickrama:
paddy has he already

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The Govern-
ment Agent has bought about 200,006
bushely of paddy, and we will see to it
that the remainder is somehow *bought
and stored. 8o that, Sir, the point made
by the hon. Member that nothine has
been done there, is not correct.

T "THose are the only points that the hon.
Member has referred to. But I do wish
to eay, before T sit down, a few words
with regard to currystuffs.
inform the House that the position with
regard o currystuffs has very materially
improved. The position with regard to
stocks is very satisfactory and the Irice
Is going down. For instance, red onions
soared to about 80 or 40 cents a lb. at
one time because of its scarcity. The
controlled price is now 10. cents a lb.,
and -there is always a very large stock
available out of the imperts. I have the
import figures here which are very. in-
feresting and which shew & marked
improvement. :

- Take, for instance, dried chilljos. The
normal monthly imports this voar, hefore
the raid and before this trouble started. .,
was  something like 5,000 owt. i~
January; 11.000 cwt. in. February; 17.000
ewt. in March, and 16,000 owt. in April.
In May, imports had gone up to 22,506
cewt. Onion  ihports were in  -the
neighbourhood of 35,000 ewt. to 38,000
ewt.  In April, imports were only 11,000
ewt; now they have pone up to 61,000
ewt. As a matter of fact, T know that
there is such a glut in the 'market now
that people are cancelling orders. Tha
same  applics to garlic and potatoes,
These are dvailable all over the Tsland,
and anyone can buy them. In March we
had no supplies for more than one day
at any time. In April there was hardly
any supplies' imported till the 20th.
Then, on 80th June, the imports amount-
103—3, N. & 15867 (Spa2) - :

How
hou ght?

much

Debates.

I am glad to

. The imports are all right. W
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as bet d for the purpose is now
PErNg o schenie for s syston of Gov-
ernental distribution of eurrystufls also
in case it becomes necessary to introdiics
such a4 scheme, At the moment it is not
necessary, butb it may bhesome HECessary
for Government to do the distribution, - :
and we are going to set up stores at every
station where there will b thes
stuffs available—sort of whole
bution centres available to 4l
Then, as soon- as that is comy
are going to have flour and sug

scheme, so that from those centre
will be able ‘to issue Yice, and so on,
throughout the country, R

B g
I have been at it for days ang
There i & special officer wh.
appointed in this connexion,
lay is not due to want of ‘¢ j
beeause of the very serious di
preparing the wayv and making ar
ments for setting up these stora >
You know what it means.
that, just ss we have displa
instance, 240 importers of rice
thing else, we will have practiea
take the place of several im riers
sugar who arenot only importers bt ;
distributors. There are several | un;
of importers of eurrystuffs, the
running into thousands, who are #1850
tributors, and we will have to take ¢
all their wark, iu_egtablijshiug a sy
of distributing foodstufts throughout
country. ; .
In & way, the purpese for wh h
new officer was appointed was to
& system of purchasing and digteil
foodstuffs—at any rale the ¢
modities, Hour, sugar and o
1t is the distribution that is @

porting sugar, flour and rice, and
1s no diffieulty. : -
“But where dist-ributior’; i5 eoncerned, .
there is great difficulty.. One of the most
important things ig a constant and satis. B
factory system of transport. TIf T under:
take distribution to-day, and say that
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foodstuﬂ's will be available at all our
‘gentres, 1 must be able to depend upon
a definite system of transport in order to
"'_ get the articles supplied; otherwise the
- whole undertaking will fail; that iz why

~ we attach a great deal of l.II]pf“"tu‘iDLE‘ to
" othe transport problem. This _natter is
~being specially looked into by the Board
oF Minjsters.

- I .do not wish to delay the House much
longer. 1 am very grateful to the Huouise
for Unmn me this pubient hearing. T
hme tricd to meet the points hrought, by
_ the hon. Member for Uduﬂama (T\Ir

Abevwickrama). [ have tlled__ to explain
the position ag fully as T could with re-
gard to the particular malters he has
touched upon: I do not elaim to be im-
imaculate, nor that these schemes are
perteetly sound; but T do elaim this, that
I have dene 1y very best to put up all
", the necessary schemies,
{ “my work, owing toits heaviness, has not
' been as satisfactory as Members would
~ like it to be, but 1T have tried to do all
the work that has been cast on me by
thie echncxcs of the. present time.
s With wgm:d to food rationing, I have
from time to time brought the matter
before this House for dlscuaslon and, ex-
cept for little difficulties sometimes,
which might have existed, 1 say that the
whole scheme has been conedived in the
spirit of serving the convéenience of the

¢

A

pub]ic and everything has been done that -

is humanly pogsible to dis¢harge the duty
that has been imposed on me.

¥My. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale): Sir,
now that the Hon. Minister has given
his explanation, eould he be allowed a
chance of replying sfter Mewmbers have
spoken? T ask this question because I
think it is only fair that he sheuld
have an r~ppmtumh of replying to Mem-
bers. .. Obyiously we did 1ot want to BAY
duvihmn until the Hon, Minister had a
chanee to explain the position.

I looked up the procedure in the House
of Commons, and theve I noticed that the
‘Member Wh{} moved a vole of eensuve
spoke. T hen, a Member of the Govern-
‘nient spoke. After ‘that there was s
general .debate,  The MlmsteL replied,
‘and the mover replied, !

=
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" But here, unfortunately, our Ministers
are single, They are each, sort =f
and_th. ‘wovernuierl
and vou canuot trust ove o
So, we have o

make his own

13 not ohe;

ellow the Minister to

_mplamlmn ‘and T do sugeest that he be

allowed to reply at the end of the debate.

Mr. Speaker: W{, will consider ‘that
point later.

The sitting is suspended until 4.30 .o
Sitting aecordingly  suspended  unlil
4.3t pom. and then resumed.

¥Mr. D. Wanigasekera' (Weligama) :
I want to ask tor permission to take up
a motlon of mine.

*Mr. Aluwihare: The vote ci censure
is golng on,

#*Mp, Wanigasekera: \ly motLon will
not take a minute,

_Mpr. Speaker: I am sorry that cannot
be done in the midst of a debate. It

can be taken up immediately after this

debate.

*Mr. Aluwihare: Sir, I made iny sug-
gestion before we adjourned, becauge it
will be helpftl to us. We>could not
possibly diseuss the charges or whatever
they were without hearing the Minisier.
Some of us felt a difficulty about: that.
I wonder whether that procedure ean, be
arranged, because it will help everybody
eoncerned.

Mr. Speaker: No Member can speak
more than once. All the same if it is
the wish of the House, an exception can
‘be made later on. '

#*Mr. Aluwihare: Then I expecb the
House will give permission. Sir, T

think so far as this vote of censure is

concerned the specific charges brought
by the mover have to some extentu been
met by the Hon. Minister of Labour,
Industrv and Commerce, bl}t T must

~ confess that T take this opportunity to

vent my general grievances, and T shall

not vote for the motion. I think the
the grievance against the Hon. Minister
15 not-so much that he did not issue a
licence or a notice -in the vernacular. as
the complacent way in which he seems
*’\ look at the Whole guestion.
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. Fromy the
W this wap
'WB are S___bi:u."
is ever to he attacked, the
assigtance b can give in the
of Ceylon is tha
Ceylon should be stege-proot -

“be taken seriously, if

defence

no cutting off of supplies is going to im-
pair the defence of the Island It is
from thas point of view thap | feel there
must be grave digsatisfaction’ about the

Minister’s defence of himself and his

policy. _
There is g fundamental assumption
about the Minister's administration

which T think he is not entitled to make.
The fundamental assumption is that
supplies from India will always con-
tinue to come in. T do not think that we
have any right to go on that assumption.
Everything favouring -us, the Indian
Government was prepared to give us
somne colossal quantity of rice—[A Mewm-
BER: 38,000 tons]: Whatever the
tonnage; some colossal tonnage—which-
would have satisfied our wants, but when
the Indian Government was willing
to release it to us, we were unaBle to

ferry it over. to bring it and make .

it available to the

- &
consumers in  this .
country. 3

To this day we do not know. what'
yuanfity of rice there is in the country ;
what quantities of rice are ¢oming in;
what guarantee there is about the future.
The Hon, Minister did riot choose to tell

- us any of these things.

*Mr. E. W. Kbeygunasekera (Nuwara

Eliya) : Confidential! -

“Mr. Aluwihare: T submit that it is
there that the policy of the Minister is
grogsly ot fault. He cannof assume,

with the war going as if, is, that we shall

be able to.bring that' rice into this

~ Island, and his preparations must be

miade to meet & situation that will make
1t impossible for us to get that rice, Tt
18 against a crigis of that sort, it is against
that bagkaround that-we have to consider
the ‘Minister’s policy. ;

It is very easy to say that not a man

an Ceylon has been without his ration,

D ehates ity s

“Iv to believe that Qeylon
rea.t_gsﬁ i
that.in the matter of food

that s
that, we should be so self-sufficient that =

‘ %ﬁ? "‘fasl- Viote of}gngﬁdgncg
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Of course, not—beeause no crisis has
arisen.  Hvery man would, in spite of
his rationing scheme, have had something -
' Leven his rationing schewe. |
nsidered, so far us every man ..
country is econcerned the question

B -:Elqg f9od that. is required to ensure to

@ man his il working capacity? Hven'
in the Minister’s rationing scheme, about
-which he is 50 happy, there is the grave .
defect that admittedly - his tioning
scheme does not give to ev
sufficient ration of rice to pres

full working capacity. W e need
argue about that. 5t

Sir, the confession of the Hop, 3
ister stares us in the face,
@ few weeks ago that the
in this House and said tha
the inadequacy of the rationi :
he would have to alter the whisle s .
and that he would do i in uly. I
nothing to say thab every man has h
his measure of pice. That 1§ not
question, In & time of walr, g
may be called upon to make jehe full
use of your working capacity and of y
man-power, are you ensuring .
man wha is able to work, ey
whom you want to make use f
cient amount of food as will enabls :
to give you the maximum outpuf b
capable of 7 .

On that bagis, on the Minister
admissign, even his rationing 4
fails. But, leave his rationing -
alone; T am not concerned wi
Obviously, as he said, “ We are
this business; we have to Iefrn
experience ', and the Mmister a
that he is using his mistakes and
he iy altering his rationing scheme.
shall come to that point againg hub
bigger question is this: it is nof
for the Minister complacently to
have ensured lo every man that
have some quantity of rice, the quantity
of his pation . ‘The Minister is 1ot
responsible for that. « The riee has come
in, but so far as one can . see, he has -
made no provision against a day when
that rice may not come in. Tt is for

.that reason that T feel that his Ministry
of Food has failed. =, . -

What has been the attitude of the Min- © &
sty so far as the agriculfural produce
of this. eountry is eoncerned? We have. s
the position in this country that for i
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long fime we have made all our caleula-

_ tions on the possibility of obtaining rice
from India at low prices. We have eon-
sideved it economically worth while to
grow, to conecntrate on, whal are ealled
eeonomic products, namely ten, rubber,

5 coeonub and cacac, and not o1 rice-grow-

.

L
]
Y culture will have 1o adopt, because if we

ing. As a result of that policy, we are
‘now faced with the mecessity of
immediately inereasing our food output.

Now, the Ministry of Agriculture is
supposed to be putting ouf what  effort
it is capable of in encouraging people to
grow more, and, Bir, apart from that,
the natural instinet of the farmer popula-
tion in thisg country is regponding
magnificently fo perhaps the one
oecasion when it has had land made
available to it by perhaps the most
niggardly Government in - the world;
and there you have that position of agri-
cultural expansion. 1 personally feel
that the policy has not gone far enough.
T think, in this emergency we ought to
make land  awvailable—large acreages
available—wherever there is a popuia-
tion. That is one of ithe cardinal points
which T suppose the Ministry of Agri-

i are going to grow food against a siege,
. we must give food-growing preference;

“and no other produce can have priority
of place, because all other production
must depem] upon there being food in
the country.

1 only want to say one thing more.
The growing of food in this country, I
think, will also help the export of other
produce, in that there will probably be &
areat deal of effort expended on imports
which will be released. But apart from
that—that is, the agricultural side—on
the other side, does the Ministry of
Labour, Industry and Commerge give an
impetus to agriculture in this country by
giving them even preferential prices?
That iz the test of the Ministry of Food.
What encouragement is it giving to the
local grower to grow more and more and
to expand his growing of food fo an
enormous extent?

Tf vou read the history of food produc-
tion in England within the last five years,

_"k\-'hu' would be amazed; you would be
amazed at the assistance given fo the

farmer; vou would be amazed at his res-
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ponse fo that assistance. In Lngland,
ax here, for vears the farmey was con-
sidered. to be the most bacl ard 1081
The farmer was neglected for higher in-
gome-produeing industries, but sinec
1989 England has gome out for food
production and has given real assistance
to the farmer and the farmer’s response
has, as in this country, been amazing. T
would ask the Hon, Minister to compars
the incentive to the farmer given in
England for food-growing and the
incentiye given here. .

8ir, so far as the Ministry of Agri-
tulture is concerned, it can give assist-
anee, it can give land; I do nob say that
everything bas been done, bub a good
deal is being done. Quite apart from the
Ministry of Labour, Industry andt Com-
merce, there is a gross lack of
enthusinsm aboub our own produce, I
was told by a certain person the other
day that at @ conference people had been
told that the North-Central Province
could produce, for the consumption of
the TIsland, this season, 1,000,000
bushels of paddy, but what was the re-
action of the Department of Food? A
sniff! Yes:; food for 10 or 16 days!
Well, what is the good of that attitude?- -
That attitude af the present time is al-
most criminal; and that attitude is
reflected in the prices offered for
produce.

T think we have heard enough about
the price of rice. The Hon, Minister
was good enough to say that the price
of foreign paddy, delivered in Colombao,
varied between Bs, 3.12 and Rs. 3.42.
Well, if that is so, should you mot pay
more for paddy grown in Ceylon? T will
tell you why, because you have to encour-
age people, not only to grow paddy, but
also to bring land under cultivation, to
asweddumize land. You must make it
worth while for them to asweddumize
new land, but if you are going to count
vour Rs. 3.42’s and your Rs. 8's, what
is the inducement to people to make high
lands irrigable and bring them under
cultivation? There is none, Bir. °

The only assistance that people get is
assistance to colonies: it is colonies that
need assistance everywhere. Dotted all
over the country there are villages and
lands that can be agweddumized, and if
vou pay them attractive prices, even if
vou inflate prices, T say that the response
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tow “haf_ the Hon. Minister of
, Industry and Commerce Wwas
bullied when he ent to India for rice,
and vet I blama that i inistry because,
in spite of that humiliation, the Hon,
- Mmister has not been prepareg f g
to the agriculburist —the farrefe

him, “1 will Pay ¥ou a preferential
price *’ and thus save the dignity of this
Island,  and the people against any
arisis.

Leave paddy alone; take kuraklan.
The Hen. Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commnierce huag been buying wheat
Hour from somebody and is giving it to
the people and asking them to altor their
tood habits, Then they have an artiele
called. Cambu brought from snmewhere,
and they want evervone to cultivate it.
But when you are asking people to eat
wihteat and to change their food ‘habits,
the answer is this: for God’s sake con.
sider first, when you ask them to change
their food hubits, whether thero is S01ma
grain which is the food of this country
and which is as nutritivus if not nore
nittribious than wheat.

¥Mr, Abeygunasekera: What about
kurakkan?

*Mr. Aluwihare: The hon. Member for
Nuwara Eliva, with Absalom hair and
prophetic wisdomn says, ** Kurakkan?’
I ask you to consider the food analysis

" of kurakkan; vou will find that. it is at
least as nutritious if not move nutritious
than wheat. Why is there no encour-
agerment to grow kurakkan ?

Bir, there is a belief that because
kurakkan is grown in the jungles, it robs
you of something marvellous and that
therefore, it shauld be discouraged. Sup-
posing you grow it only in the jungles,
I say al #his time of emergency, is it food
that should not be eaten. is not its food
value better than that of rice? And if
its food value is greater than that of
wheat, what is the prejudice againgh it?
The only prejudice can be that forests
have to be eub down.

Sir, beeause kurakkan is grown on the
ashes of a burnt forest, people think that
it might be priced low, but what you for-
get is that the lower the price of kurakkan

will b8 sach that you will not be bullied -
bv Tndia when yot go there for Fies, 1
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«1s, the longer will it be grown only omn
forest land. I you want tobe i
people to grow kurakian on | !
not forest-land, they you have to pay
them a price commensurate vith the
labour and the expense mvolved in culs
fivating kurakkan on land that ihas been

i
1 ¢ than onces ‘

—Theeneouragement that the.
of Labour gives, T ghink, 8 o
faximum of Re. 1.50 fbl' I
Kurallan, even on its' merits, i
hutritious than rice and produces
the amount of eatable stuff per’
1 do not think you need as much
bushels of kuraklkan to produce a hushg
of flour; T think it is soniething des
Yet the price of kuraldan B
that of paddy. What is ¢
for people in the wet Zohe,
to manure their high land an
kurakkan into it? Ts it ceonamic
My submission is that ih
vital questions that have to b
those are exactly the questi
IJUI;. Minister, T feel, iz noth
cause we are confronted with gh
that we have to induce :

_ *The Hon. Mr, Corea:. |
chance of replying, because ¢ Bat

has. been taken up.

*Mr. Aluwihare: The pal
making is that the vital question is
growing of esseniial foodstuffs, I do
think vegetables matter so much as
grain is the essential articlei-'-

like to aslk the Hon, Ministet
that he s not trying to induce
conservative people whom the |
ment has been prosecuting f
grain, whom the Governmen
to wean out of growing one of
nutritious foods that is available ir
country—why it is that even now he 18
not imducing them fo grow kurakkan by
paying them at least a decent price for -
their produce by even paying them an
infated price?

Let me give ‘an instance—rubber,
The Empire, they say, wants rubber. So
what is the Empire doing? They ave

[paying honuses: they are exempted from

inecome tax, and they are doing all kinds
of things for those people who will grow
rubber. They are also doing all kinds of
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. things for people who mine plumbago.
 The plumbago industry aveided excess
profits for one year, aund .even in the
‘second year it brings a tax of only 30 per
cent. ; ; _
~ Now, that ds the way in which you
treat other essential product. ~ Why do
. you not apply the same prineiple to an
" article like paddy and an article like
kurakkan ?

My submission is that your whole
effort depends” upon your food products,
and if the people in this country are not
eoing to be seli-suflicient n the matter
of food, you might collapse at any mo-
ment. After all, the biggest contribu-
tion this Couneil can make is to induce
the people to grow food, and my griev-
' ance against the Minister is that he is
3‘  mot offering us sufficiently attractive

TN e —

prices to induce us to 1nake unusual
efforis to grow food all over the country,
and {o grow essential foods. Sir, that
is my main grievance.
The other point is this matter of ration-
y ing. At one time the Hon., Minister
1 passed rvegulations, and he rationed
"3 mainly foreign rice. At that time it was
thought that under the regulations you
.onld deal in any country-grown paddy,
axd people dealt in country-growi paddy;
l5ut there was an outery thet all the paddy

I e

was being bronght into the barng of the -

wenlthy, and the effect of il was to smash
the rationing scheme of the Hon.
Minister, :

There was that attempt, for which I
was partly responsible, to keep-the paddy
in the villages, in the hands of Govern-
ment. It was then pointed ont by &
Member of the Dlinistry that under the
regulations it was illegal to sell any paddy
at all; apart from the five bushels, nobody
could sell any paddy at all. Well, that

 was the position, and some {ime later the
*Tlon, Minister repealed those regulations

about transport. (The reason for that

. vepeal was suid to be the necessity that
.~ there should be free movement of paddy.
I was olad of that, Sir, for many
reasons, beeause if you were not going to
pay a fairly high price for grain as would
_make it very profitable for people to in-
. crpase the growing of it, it was muech
better that vou should allow a frecnarket
for pice and kurakkan to feteh market

. 6 tate : '(,'T-.ou'-nci'l o f C eylio;n'

war
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prices. | myself, under that belief, paid
as mueh as Rs. 4 for a bushel of paddy
in Uva; and T know that ki =uaxdan was
gelling ut Rs, 8 in Uva, and in my own
area kurakkan could nof be bought at
Rs. 6 1 know that the agricalturist felt
that it was a very good thing. It was
_only a week ago that I learned that some
people had bought paddy from an adjon-
ing village at Rs. 5 o bushel, and one
person said that it was greal fun, Because
the labourers on Tamil estates had
bought a bushel for Rs. 5 and that they
had received chaff, sand and a small
quantity of good paddy. Those were the
prices, The villager was certainly pro-
fiting, even if the labourer was paying
very heavily.

But then when that would have in-
duced an expansion of paddy-growing,
what happens? The Ministry, agan
this week, -has apparently unearthed
those forgetten regulations and now says,
“ Tt s illegal to sell paddy at all ' and
Government took over the monopoly of
buying paddy; then you heard the story
of the Minister of Agriculture—"" I sup-
pose the price ranges between Iis. 2.50
and Rs. 3 77. What is the inducermnent to
people to-come to your ald? ~ You have
never hothered about them. They have
ergwn sufhicient food for themselves for
the last 100 vears, and they are not going
to starve till your wretched Island is
hesieged. ; .

But if you want food, the only thing
to do 18 to pay such attvactive prices as
will make them grow food. That is
the grievance I haye against the Minis-
ter. They are mot being given good
enough prices to expand cultivation.
That is the wrong way, the grossly wrong
way, in which we prepare for—1 hope
it will never happen—a siege of this
country when imports cease,

Mr, R. C. Kannangara (Morawaka) :
I should like to say a few words on this
motion. The Hon, Minister of Labour, °
Industry and Commerce very  eqm-
placently said that he was prepared to -
aceept the' challenge of the hon. Meni-
ber for Udugama (Mr. Abeywickrama)
and go to the country and see whether
the people have anvthing to say with
regard to his administration in  the
matter. of food control. Well, unless
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the p bo are hypocrites, T
do no W whether the Minister:
el oy it With flying colours,
ster suid that, theto
with 0, D

iy be §olne inconvenience in the
outstations due fo
I say that Colombo people are going
withott sugar. The debate in tha
Colotmbo Municipal Uouncil is an-index
- showing that there is something wrong

hiz Officers,
~The other day I happened to go to the
Food Controller’s Office for a sugar
permit,  While I wag waiting there, a
man from Matale came with a periit
« for 70 bags of sugar, and coniplained fo
ohe of the Officers that he was not ahle
to get the sugar from the particular

with the method of control adopted by

the Minister and

wholesale dealer to whom the permit had

been endorsed, The Officer in question
prouptly took his telephone and phoned
up that particular dealer. At the
same time, he called for the Btocks
Book and found that there were 4,700
bags of sugar with this particular deal-
er. When this Officer quesffoned the
dealer, he wag told that the SUgHr wWas
going bad and therefore they had bo put
the sugar in tins and that his firn had
decided to distribute that sugar among
| the estales’ in their agency. I have
written a letter on that subject to the
Minister, Well. this Officer gave in fo
these people when they said that they
wete going to distribute the sugar they
had among - their ‘estates. The Officer
had nothing tg say, and he endorsed the
permit to another dealer. That SUZAY,
as far as I can see, will not eome into
~the control scheme, That is how the
Controller’s Office iy worling. ’

Now, with regard to the permit T

wanted, the Superior Officer sanctioned
1t and wanted a young officer to issue it.
When T went to this officer, he said that
it was awaingt all rules of that Office to

issuo that permit to me, but as he conld
not disohey his Superior Officer, he is-
sued it to me. -

The Hon: Minister must realize that
“when we make eomplaints, we are re-
~ ally bringing to his notice the diffienl:

ties that we as well ‘as the public ex-
perience,  Therefore he should inguire.
into them and put matters right. But

 his best. He assured us th

transposy difficulties.  contempt, When " people

taken to another place w

~the Minister gave advance p

. notice, He wants us to go to the Polige.

fs f,ar &&wa Cun se
o the part of th M
realize that the

‘Bub the fact remains that the sug
 treat the perit-holders

sugar: deglers, they

hours to.ether, and som
‘duys, 1o get their sugar.
they issue the permit, ang

Or some note 1s given wh
taken to yet another
when ‘you go there the

s adopted by the mergl .
say, “The sugar is not here: vou m
£0 to a third place’’. Like that,

driven from pillar to post.) : e
What is the Controller doing 7
expects the Police Departiient to
see to these things and) punish
wrong-doers. Why cannot the Cont
ler”or one of his Assistants find
Whether what we gav. is t 16 9
they go and sit in one of

and  gee how the permitho 5
being treated? The Ministér doeg
intend to do anything of the ki
thinks that he and his Officera
their best. Tle says “This
task. Theretore there may I
and you have to put
ALy e

That should not be the tude
he should adopt: T dare sav the M
ter is very sineere; he is trying to do
best. But, Sir, the monjent ¢
sugar control scheme was :
were not able to get the littld
they were able to obtain befo

the eontrol scheme. The moment it was
made publie, people hid their stocks: and
1 hear that one gentleman who came from |
Nuwara Bliya and who remained in
Colombo for & number of davs had to pay
as much as Rs. 100 for a bag. o
When people complain ‘about these’
things, the Controller never takes any -

When we go to the Police, they say.
“ We have nothing to do with this .
matter ", = T
With regard to transport, the Minist
of Liabour; Industry & Commetee and the
other Members of . the Board should
realize that there are great difficulties,
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Mr. L, C. Kannangara. | :
and the Railwey would gomie'day or other
collapr A" ording to the Minister ot
Comm reationg snd Works,
way miaht collapse at @iy moent.

_ The Hon. *ieut.-Colonel J. L. Kotala-
- wala (Miniz er of Commur-‘cations &
‘Works): Ceiuinly not.

Mr. R. . Kannangara: 1l saw a letter
in this mor mg’s issue of the Daily News
acking  the country to g0 back to
fgpolam ' transport of goods—on the:
backs of buils.

D The Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Kotalawala:
Morawaks bulls !

Mr. R. C. Kannangara: Yes, Sir, there
“are bulls in Morawaka. But there are
~ worse bullg towards Ralgam Korale.

i Now, what have the Board of Ministers
done to gob over the difficulties of trans-
port? They perhaps will wait until the
last moment and then say, " We are

. trying to solyve the problem 7. Well, if

Y tqualam’ transport iz to be introduced,
ispmething  must be done to stop the

¢ slanghter of cattle that iz going on Now.
“Bulls thot may be useful for * tavalams '
4nd earts should not be slaughtered and
also eart bulls chould be brought from
Thdia. | roughter.] This is not a miat-
per for langhber. This is not a place for
w15 to joke: The people in the villages are
woing wishout sugar. The Minister of
Tabour, Industry and Cominerce Says;

_** The besh thing for the country is to
g0 witnoub sugar. Why cannot we have
jaggery? . Yes, Qip: jungles were
cleared and kitul trees were felled with
the jungles. Now you find only a few
Teitul trecs here and there from which a
little jaggery is made, and that ig also
sold at exorbitant prices. A bundle of
juggery which was sold for 6 cents is now
sold for 28 cents in the villages. T under-
ctand that the Colombo price is 75 cents.
The poor villagers eannot afford to pay
98 cents for a bundle of jaggery.

1 see from the daily papers that the
Hon. Minister is trying to get the people
to take to wheat flour. The hon. Mem-
ber for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) thinks
“that this will be & diseouragement to the
growers of kuraklan. I can understand
the - difficulties of the Minister. There

State Council of Ceylon
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i flour in Colombo, but that four will
tot in Colombo as oniens and ehillies rot-
The Ministers®
agk the Commander-in-Chief for two or
three lorries to bring the onions and
chillies to Colombo, with the result that
the people in Colombo had to go without
these commodities. That is what 18
going to happen to flour. The Hon.
think that the Con-
wroller is doing his best. The Controller
is controlling, but the transpors diﬁicu_l-'
tics inust be seen to and the Mimister
must try to solve that problem.

1 shall come to the question of rice. d;
understand thal there ig going to be &
areat loss in the distribution of rice.
You find that the price of rice iz going,
up graduslly, and at the same titne the
quality ig deteriorating; the price is
ooing up while the quality is deteriorat-
ing. When I pointedly agked the ques-
Lion of the Minister the other day, as to
whother it was not the fact that paddy in
India had been bought at Rs. 8 above the
narket price, the Minister said, N
Well, it would be intercsting to find oun
the price of paddy and rice brought from
Tndin, excluding transport charges, to
ascerbain whether my slatement is not
true.

T say in all earnestness that the Board
of Ministers must fry to solve the prob-
lem of transport. Why allow foodst uifs
in Colombo to rot when the people in the
outstations are going without them?
The Hon, Minister must not think that
we are out to harm him or his reputation.
No, Sir; his reputation is being attacked
all over the country. He says that he
can go to the country and face the people.
Well, 1 can assure him that if he eonies
to my aves 1 can organize meetings to
show the feelings of the people towards
the control of rice and sugar.

The Minister must bring to book the

IRV B L AT}

- officers coneerned with regard to mis-

managing the control of rice and sugar.
There i fio question that the Control
Departinent iy 1ok able to control com-
modities. The officers there are incfi-
cient, and they are not able to ealeulate
and fix proper prices. Prices are being
changed from day to day. There is
something wrong somewhere, and if the
Minister is not to be eensured, he must
find out things for himself and put them
right. i
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I undesstand  now that’ there s na
hecessiby. for permits to ob:.i}a,in,auga&"._
tuan oewhat 1 haye been mfen ed by
the Governtuent Agont, Subaragamiuwy.
1 do net know whether the public was .
informied abodt it, T was told that you
can go to any dealer and obtain vour
sugar. I asked the Minister if th
80, and he said that it was so.

“know that; nobody informed {is

The hon. Merber for Udugama (Mr.

Abeywickrama) blamed the Deputy Tosd
Controllers in the outstations—the (oy-
ermpent Agents—but T suy that the Gov.
ernment Agents are not fo blame. The
Food Controller in Colombo seads g
telegram to the hon. Member to the
effect that orders had gone from  his
Ofiice on such-and-such a date. but 1 say
that the authorities in Colombo are ab
fault, 1 know the difficulties that the
Deputy Food Controllers in the outsta-
tions have to tace. All these difficulties
are eaused hy the pig-headedness of the
Control Officers in Colomibo,

Mr. Speaker: There are only ten
minutes more for this debate. I do not
know whether other hon. Members want
to speak on this motion. :

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle) :
Beveral want to gpedlk.

*The Hon. Mr. 8. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister- of Local Administra-
tion) : May T suggest that the debate
should be continued and concluded to-
day? It is very necessary that g vote of
no-confidence should be dealt with as
soon as possible. There is Government
business for Thursday and Friday, and
1 therefore suggest that we go on till 6
r.y. and that, at that point, a vote
should be taken—if the House agrees.

Mr. Speaker: That can be done if one
* of the Ministers moves the suspension of
the Emergency Standing Orders.

The Hon. 8ir D. B, Jayatilaka
(Leader of the State Council): 1 will
move that,

*Mr. Ponnambalam: May I ask a
question? At 5.80 p.yu, would there be
the normal “interruption of business™,

_ Debliqz-es‘.

e

‘tain specific charges, and the Hon.

Vote of No-Confidence,

‘ness, will this debate
norrow, or will it laps

*The | .on. Mr. Ba
s oxtremely urgent G
ness to be taken up to-r

*The Hon. Mr. Band
suggestion is that the deba
tion should he continue
5,30_ 3L The relevant Sy
eall be suspended.

Mr. Speaker: Unless L@he
agrees, the debate on this notion

not be eontinued after 5.50 Pt

The Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilaka; 1t
utterly impossible to continme '
bute to-mortow. It would Be
to suspend Standing Orde all
continuation of the debate il
and then put the motion tq

My, Speaker: Shall we g
motion till 6 p.om, 2

«The Hon. Sir D. B. J
moye, Bir, under Bmergen
Order 8, that Emerge
Orders 2 (4) and 2 (5) be 514 1
enable the debate on the motion to be i
continued.

Question. put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Mr. Speaker: We will continue the
debate on this motion till 6 p.u. '

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Mr. Speaker, I |
could not help feeling a degree of un
reality about this whole dehate, -
motion of no-confidence has been int:
duced by the hon. Member for Udugama
(Mr. Abeywickrama); he has made cer-

Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce has, in a dialectic effort, sought -
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o meet those charges, = 'The question

1 now arises, whatis the reat of the Houge

to do upon this no-confidence motion?
T apeak on this motion with a great

di
L
&

Yin ek

1 deal of misgiving, because T know the de-
which charac-

L oree  of sentimentality
terizes this House. T know that hoxn.
" Members, pressed to it, wouly. be reluct-
ant to pass a vote of censure againgt o
Minister, partieularly when that vote of

| eensure is directed against an individual
 —[A MpWBER: Why?): 1 lnow it; and

the voting on this motion will bear e
out. : T 2

But, 1 would ask houn. Members in all
seriousnoss, it this motion 18 to be treated
as purely a mater for the exercise ot
dinlectic skill, whether the defeat of this
motion would not mean, by iraplication,
that the House gonlinues to repose con-
fidence in the present Minister and—why

{ single him out?—the’ prescnb Ministry

of Labour, Industry and Cemmerce, in

‘their handling of food rationing and food-

‘control schemes?
1 would, if T may,
question to every single individual Ilec-
thed Member of this Touse:  Can he
Ihonestly and seriously say, if he has been
i contact with his electorate, his con-
stituency to-day, that there is nol the
sriost unqualified, the most rampant,
delep-rooted; dissatisfaction and discon-
teint prevailing in every part of the coun-
try over tha rationing scheme and food-
wontrol schemes? T ask if there is any
ginple Member to interject “No'’, o that
question. 1 venture to submib that

~ there is not one single Elected Member

in this House who would say that there
is mot the gravest, the most profound,
dissntisfaction  reigning in. the ecountry

- over the present food control and food

rationing schemes.
That being the position, Mr. Speaker,
T foe]l that the contibuation of this de-

bate, if it is likely 4o end in a verdict

which can be interpreted—I use that

- word deliberatelv—interpreled as a con-

tinuance of confidence in the Minister—
would be most ill-advised; we would be
‘stultifying ourselves and letting down
the country.

T do not think it is necessary for us to
indulge in recriminations against the
Minister as sueh. We know that the

- Ministzy of Labour, Industry and Comn-

State Council o f-' Ceylon
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merce has risen from meagre beginnings:

into # very importang Ministry indeed.
Tihmne was, in the last State Coun~!

1 happeted to be a Member of the Tox-

ecutive Committee of Lubour, Industry
and Commerce, when that Ministry had
only the Registrar-General’'s Department
and & very small Labour Department to
administer.  Since then, that Ministry
has heen expanding out of all bounds, out
of all proportion, almost ovt of recogni-
tion. Add to that the peculiar and grave
problems arising out of the war and the
emergeney arising therefromn.  All this
has created a situation in which it iz al-
most impossible for any one person to

fill with acceptance the post of Minister
in charge of nll these Departments and

varied functions under him. That is
the least that can be said for the Minis-
ter' of Labour, Industry and Commerce
in hig individual capacifty.

Tt was for that reason that I ventured
torsend to you in writing an amendient
to this motion. | do not think anybody
here is out for the sealp of the Minister
but I think that every Member of this
House, Elected or Nominated, will aorec
with e that there iz profound dissatis-
faction in thizs countrv. How can the
situation be best met? Why should it be

_impossible for us, even at this stage, 1o

ollow the exammple of Hngland by the
creation of a Ministry of Food? [Inter-
ruption.] How is it to be done? It can
be done. liet us meet it

Let us take the various points that
have been raised in this debate. The
hon. Member for Matale (Mr, Aluwihare)
referred to the competing interests of
the producer and the consumer; the de-
mand made by the producer for ah ecorio-
mie price for his agricultural products;
the desire on the part of the local pro-
diucer to compete on equal terms with
produce imported from India. That sub-
ject would be within the purview of the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands:
Competing with that is the far bigzer

problem of the price that the average

consumer can afford to pay for primary
agrieultural produce, '

On this one question ef produeer and
consunier, in relation to the article pro-
duced or consumed, there iz a bifurcation
of Ministries. There are two Ministries
concerncd with that question to-day.

, i -
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We' Wil take oue
by the hon. Metmber for Morawaka (Mr.
v« -Kannangara), narnely, ‘the ques-

tion of distribution and the complete

failure of the transport system. . Nutural-
Iy the Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commeree will sax, “ Well, we hayve gat
the goods, but yonr Railway is unegual
to the sibuation. There s nebody to con-
vey the goods; te eatry the goody Trom
the place wi
tained, to the plages where they are
ﬂéé&l&d.%_;‘" i s

It we oo on in this dialestical fashion
are we getting any nearer to solving the
problem? Thers 18 net the slightest,
doubt that there was a time when there
was such a glut, such & Superfluity of
primary agricultural produce in the poris

m the North, that it led to absolute -

putrefaction.  Produce worth lukhs of

rupees were lost ; they became rotten and
had to be buried, while thousands of
people jn other parts of the country had
to pay the exorbitant prices demanded
for these articles, or go without them.
There was such a scarcity that people had
lo go without onions and potatoes for
weeks on end,

That is another instance illustrating
the utter impossibility of our tackline the
situdtion | unless there iz a centralized
Ministry, such ag is now functioning in
England under Lord Woolton, namely
the Ministry of Food, which ean deliver
the goods. : : : -

Therefore it is, Mr. Speuker, that T
ventured to address to you, as the debate
Was going on—in fact when the hon.
Mergber for Udugama (Mr. Abevwick-
rama) was moving his resolution—an
amendment incorporating most of  the
words of the resolution and removing that
section relating 16 no-confidence’’
ane ending up as follows:

“In view of the very widegpread dizcontent
provailing thronghent the Island resarding the
opetation of the- {oad rationing and _control
sehemos, this Couneil i strongly of opinion that
a separate Ministry of Food should be ereated.’”

#The Hon. Mpr. Corea: Ts that an
amendment to the motion? This 8
censure otion, whereas the amendment
of the hon. Member iz a subslantive
motion making s definite .proposal. T
can understand it being debated as g
separate, substantivé motion, but it is

Debates.

of ‘the ‘points raised

6 the goods can be ob--

Tty . Vote of N-D~G('i're;§,de'ﬂ"é§;

Ijl:(;ﬁ‘_- an é’ﬁleﬁdmant_ to the motion bef
the House. | ;

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Wil ycu pern
- e, before you give your-ruling, “MrS
Bpeaker, 1o make my submiission as ¢
¢ why T commend for your acceptance an
for the acceptance of ¢} C_
amendit..nt as a proper”
‘the motion before the Hous
the operative words of th
are;

PR Couneil  has

all the qualifving sentendes
up to an expression of o
that the House has no e
Minister of Labour, Indu
IHerce, are incorporited i
The hon. Metiber for Udug

" That o view of the very
confent prevadent thronghont th
ing  the most unsatisfactory n
rationing / and control schemes|
pariicularly régarding currystuffs
Council hag no eonlidence in the
ter of Tabour, Industry and Con
nttarly failed to [ormulate and
schemes satisfactorily.’’ -

All that T have summariz
three " or four lineg. ¥
wonld, | therefore, technic
follows : omit all the words &
i view of the very widespre
prevalent throughout the 1g
ing,” and insert the words,
tion of the food ratioming
schemes, this Council is “strongly
opinion that a separate Miniw, of
should be ereated.”’ 2 -

My, Speaker: Hus the ho
anything more to say on the
the relevaney of this amendment

*Mr., Ponnambalam: No,

My. Speaker: As T told the hon, Mew:
~ber earlier in the day, when this amend.
ment was submifted to me for my in-
formal consideration, the amendment i
not in order as it is not relevant to the
question, and il relates to quite o different
‘subjeet-matter. It appears to me that it
must be brought in as a separate motion

SRR

*Mr. Ponnambalam: T accept vour
ruling, Mr. Speaker. - That pleases those
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| Mr. Ponnambalam. |
of us who feel strongly against this ques-
tion, and I san given to understand that
@ good section of this House feelg that
under the circumistances the present
Ministry must be relieved of these fune-

fions and a separate Ministry formed.

But those of us who feel stron’ 'y on that
question are, nevertheless, conironted
with a very serious dificulty with regard

L to the voting on this woetion If b Is 40

1

proceed beeause, 1 say, of the charges
brought against the Minister. 1t will not
reflect the views of the people whom we
seek to reprusent in this House. It is
under these conditions that 1 propose to
inuke a few further observations in order
that my views on the motion would be
nnderstood.

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible, under
the conditions with which we are con-
ironted to-day, to live from hand lo

. mouth in the matter of food—literally
~ from hand to mouth.

The Hon, Minis-
ter and his Ministry and the rest of the
Crovernment which may be responsible
for food cannot come along and try to

i ereate o feeling of teniporary confidence

Sin the minds of hon. Members and Jull
‘the country inte a feeling of security
cwhich is hardly justified by the known
Lacts of the case. It is useless for the
Hon. Minister or the Ministry to keep
gn saymg  We are doing our best ™.
Where are certain circutnstances bevond
our control, therefore you can only hope
for the best™. :

They say, ‘‘You ean change your
diet”. You will have always available

an expert who will give you information
with regand to the vitamin and other
contents of foods that are supposed to
replace the staple diet overnight. All
this can happen, but I do not think
that it is going to satisfy the country.

Before the war really started—in 1939

or about that time—the question of a

“gardly policy, 2
building up puny little reservos of rice,.

" of this country.

Ministry for food, particulaly for rice,
was present in the minds of the people
That question was de-
bated on the Floor of this House.
There was, in 1939, already a panic
created in this country. People were
beginning fto hoard rice at that time.
It was only then that a somewhat nig-
tentative policy of

State Council of Ceylon
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was started. Ewven then we could have
built up sufficient reserves of
Instead of that, from a few days’ stock
of rice, we were enabled’ by certain
Ordinances, namely the Essential Com-
imodities Reserves Ordinance, to coimpel
traders to lay in eertuin stocks as reser-
veg aud I believe we built up reserves
over & period of two years, but we did
not go bevond the stage of a few weeks’
—probably five or six weels'—reserve
ol rice.

Ypeaking on the Budget of 1940—the
‘second reading of the Appropriation Bill
T said that the only war etfort, the real
war effort that the country would be
confronted with would be the mainten-
anee of its food supply. I do not think
we could have really assisted Britain
and the Empire more than by making

S s O

_ourselves gell-sufficient in the mutter of

food supplies. At that time the ques-

tion of food was present in our minds

and vet, neither the Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commerce, nor the Board
of Ministers seemed to have been at all
prepared as late as December, 1941, for
the situation that hag arvisen., Tt is no
use Ministers saying, *° We did not anti-
gipate this or could not anticipate the
other’’. Tt iz their business to antici-
pate such possibilities, and if they have
failed in doing o, they haye failed the
conntry.

That is the position. We can put on
faces and tallk, but the faet remains
that this country is confronted with the
oravest situation that it has had to face
in the matter of rice. We do not have
rice sufficient for even a few weeks.
At g time when the harvest in India i3
over—and the next harvest is not due
for. a period of five or six months—there
have been no reserves bought and main-
tained in India until we can starl buy-
ing after the next harvest.

What is more, the Port of Caleutta is
threatened. That is the position. Can
we obtain any rice, even the little that
we have bouoht in Tndia? Are we not

‘threatenad with a failure?

That is the real situation, and on top
of these facts what do we find? We find
inquiries being held. T am sorry that
this debate commenced before the actual
facta had been revealed, and while the
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)i o condueted in India into
‘rice and paddypurchases, But if the
gy were (0¥ yeal—what I very much
teel iy will réveai, numely—tlie migappro-
prigtion of Government Tunds to the
extent of several lakhs of rupees, pos-
.sibly over R 1,000,000, then, will not
« the people be justified in saying that this
-~ Ministry, say more, this House itself,
‘begause it is by the acquiescence of this
House that the Ministers and Ministries
funetion—will the people not be justified
in saying that we have not played straight
and fair by the country? That is one
aspect of the position—the very definite
possibility of a complete failure of sup-
plies.” Fven with the meagre supplics
that are availuble to us, we have been
clamouring and agitating for Government
depots in order to prevent profi tecring.

At the outbreak of the war. in 1939, 1
urged most carnestly that the Hon. Min-
ister should have the machinery neces-
sary for inaugnrating Government check
depots throughout the Tsland in order to
prevent profiteering. But what is the
present position? You have vour ration
system, Will the Hon. Minister be
surprised to know that each man has
not received his ration, because the whole
basis of economy has been disturbed, be-
cause the people have not the where-
withal to produce the cash; and in
several instances the poor villagers have
been exploited, with the result that a
good many of them are going without
the actual ration of rice and paddy
allotted or allowed to them? That is the
position.

Inquiry was

Actually, what has the Ministry done
on the question of the present existence
of a black-market? It is true that you
have couponed rice. I am not Speaking
of the Municipal area, but of the areas
outside the Municipal arss of Colomba.
1% is a notorious fact that even couponed

rice is sold at more than the controlled
price, but running parallel with it, there

i is a definite black-market for uncouponed
rice. People who have the#noney buy a
bug of Muttusamba rice for Rs. 30,
Rs. 85 or Rs. 40. That iz the
position.

I wish the Hon. Minister will {our the
various districts and see things for him-
self.  The people are very badly affected,
and they blame not only the Hon. Min-

Debates, .
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ister but also the whole lof of us.
Instead of continuing to sib here as
Elected Members and indulging in these

little debating tactics, while nothing
radival is done, it would be well for us
to go home, because the people will com-
bel us to go home. We cannot go an
deceiving the people any longer.

When the

rationihe  scheme was

out the length and breadth o
was that, in order to enalile
to buy even theip rationef
rice, they should be in a p
it from any authorized dd
from & particular authorizegl

L raised the matter by wal
for the adjournment of ¢
inatter “of wurgent public My
That motion for adjournmentg
ed without a division b
The Hen. Minister kuows
Minister undertook to see |
consumers would be atiach
cular retailers they wou
less be given treedom to min
ree from other tvaders als
an administrative fiat, by tl
tion of his officers, that und
the Minister became a dead ie
the people were forced to b
from a particular dealer, the peo:
willy-nilly attached to one pé&}’m
purchase of their rice. i >

f'tu.lhi Ts]
the m

Certainly one Deputy ©
Government. Apent of t
Province, to speak of on
definitely told us that if we?ﬂ ;
hardship, with the change of ration |
in July we would be ahle tole
retailers. But  when July ATne
adiministrative . convenience | - At
question of expediency over
ather considerations and the p
whether they liked it or not,
particular vetailers.

T a man is attached to a FPATH
retailer from whom he has to buy his
rice requirements, he will have no choleg
with regard to the quality or the price
of the riee purchased. That is the
intolersble position in which: the people
are placed to-day. The richer and the
mare forfunate people living side by side
with the poor are seen taking away large
quantities of rice bought nt “staggering™”
prices, Yy
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 What has the Ministry done in the

matter? On the Floor of this House we

" havel advocated, time and again, that we

i must have a definite price fixed for rice,
“thut we cannot allow the ration scheme
~ to continue with the price of rice at an

. upward trend, that the Min! try—the

* (tovernment—umiust _
“maximum price at which rice would be

I subsidy.

decide upon ‘the
available to the consumer and that any
loss suffered should be regarded das &
The situation is not going fto
be met by merely giving the produecer
a very good price. 1 do pot say that you

¢ should not give the producer -a good
.~ price, but I do say that even il you do
. that you must fix the price at which

1 mmatter?

X

e

rice would be available 4o the consumer.
The difference between the purchase

» price to the consumer and the price paid

“fo the producer must be met by Goy-
ernment as  d - subsidy. Has
pronouncement. been made on that

We have been clamouring for it for
weeks and months, but nothing has been
%one.. The only attenipt made to meet

present. problem has been the
mwltiplicationt of posts in the Control

‘Depoartment, posts filled by highly-paid

shat poor _
another highly-paid Civil Bervant doing

e

©ivtl Servants. [T cannot think of any
ong Department of Government in which
there are so many high-salaried « Civil
Beryvants as the Food Cobtrol Depart-
ment; and what iz most pathetic s that
nq increase of Civil Servants in that
sDepartment seems to have made any
appreciable  difference tp the starving
people of the country. :

You have a Class 1., Grade I., Civil
Bervant to go into the intricacies of

. trading in onions, chillies and coriander

matters he has neyer probably handled
before in. his life. One carinot blame
“man . for  that. You have

“f very good work V', but, nnfortunately,

1o me ifi seems very funny o see -a

- European Clivil

Servant Touring the

\eountry in a van trying to hawk coods:

He is responsible for buying things, as
the Marketing Commissioner. Nobody

. seeins to know who else is ultitatelv
. responsible.

 There is no - particular  authority
responsible for the purchage of certain

State Council of Ceylon
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sommodities proluced at eertain places.
There are three or four competing autho-
rities, and right on top of this httle
pyramid, of this little broad-based pyra-
miid, there is the Controller of Purchase
and Supply. The Food Controller has
ahout six Assistants, each with a separate
télephone line. TIf you want to get nto
touch with any one single Assistant Food
Controller, and he is mot available at
the moment, you will have to spend quite
half an hour to get some Clerk or Tele-
phone Qperator to put you on to some-
body else. :

This wholé question does. not depend
on little things like the issue of
pamphlets in  Sinhalese, Tamil or
English, ;

#The Hon, Mr. Corea: Thut was one
of the charges.

*My, Ponnambalam; I see that the
Hon. Minister is amused, bot merely
beeause the mover of the resolution
over-emphasized that point a little, the
Minister eannot say that everything is
functioning so satisfactorily that we can
boldly face the country. The time has
come to take stoek of the situation. T
do not think that there is any one Mem-
ber of this House who will say that
evervthing has worked satistactorily.

T think the Hon. Minister should have

“eertainly relinguished his position; but

upon the motion proposed by the hon.
Meruber for Udugams (Mr. Abeywick-
rawna) and met by the Minister, it would
not be fair for me to vote for the motion.
On the other hand, T do not desire to
vobe against the motion as that might,
by implication, mean that I am gatisfied
with the present state of affairs. ' As

-~ vou have ruled out my ameadment, [

have no alternative but to refrain from
yoting. B ; g

Mr. A. P. Jayasuriya (Horana): I
move that the question be now put.
Mr. Speaker: I accept that moticn,

Question put,

“That the question be
now pub ', j ; I

>



neil divided (under' Standing
Avyes, 25; Noes, 12,

ker: The closure motion is

il&ﬂ now pub the main question,

Queatmu put, < That in view of the
very widespread discontent prevalent
thmucvhoat the Tsland regarding the most
unsatisfaetory manher 11!9 ]Food Ration-
ing and Control Schemes are operating,
paftlcularlv regarding eurrystuffs and
sugar, this Council has ne confidence in
thea Hun the Minigter of Labour, Indus-
try and Commerce, who has utterly
tailed to fermulate clnil work the above

. Behemes satisfactorily,

The COcunml divided—Ayes, 4; l\nes,
30; Deelined to vobe, 10

AYES,

Do Zoysa, Dy, KA. P,
Freeman, Mr. H. R,

lhe.ylvii:’krama‘ Mw Sitnon
Amarasuriya, Mr. Thomas
Ll

NOES.

Gunawardans, Mr.
Hewavitarne, Mr. Rajah
Ilangantileke, My. J, H.
Jayasuriya, My, A, P.
_dayasuriya, Mp, D. P.
Kotalawala, Mr, D, H.

Jasra.u!aka. The Hoen. Bir
D.
; Kmma.ngana. The Hon, Mr.
G, W W,
seuanme The Hon, Mr.
D.

Bmﬂma!ke Tha Hom. . Kuruppu, My. J,
My S, W. D. Natesa Iyer, Mr, K. R.
Corea;, The Hon. My, Newnham, Mr. H. E,
G. C. 5. ; CM.G., V.0
Kotalawals, The Hon. Parfitt, Mr. H. F. :
Lient.-Colonel J. L, Pelraigz{n.. Diwan Bahador

l:hz.:|r sgm, The Hon, Mr. gt oives Me D, M.

Samarakkody, Mr. 5,
Tambimatin, Mr. E. R.
Tenntkoon, "My, R, 8.
¥ytilingam, Mr, §.

Abeygonasekera, Mr, E, W,
Dhammtmm, Mr. 8-
era, Mr, H, Jl.

Griffith, m- F. Hi Whithy, Mr, G. K.

Gunmaekm, Mr, D, D. Wilie, My, G. A, H.
DECLINED TO YOTE.

Aluwihare, Mr. B, ; Mahadeya, Mr. X,

Amarasoriya, Mp, 1-'! W.
Jayah, ‘Mr. T,
Kannangars, My, R C.
Edlaratna, Mr. P. de §.

Natesan, Mp. S. ;
" Ponnambalam, Mi. G. G.

Razik, Mr. B. R. A

Wanigasekera, Mr. D,

Mr. Speaker: The motion it rejected.

VIDYALANKARA SABHA, KELA-.

NIiYA (INCORPORATION) ‘BILL.
My, D. Wanigasekera (Welrga—,ma)

1 move,—
That leave be granted to me to mtroduoa a Bill

mtituled * An Ordinance io mf.s)lpumte the
© Vidydlankara: Sabha. Kela.nna

L
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: pola) seconded,

R. 8. 5.
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‘Mr. H W. Amarasuriya (Galle)
seconded!

Lo

Question put, and agreed fo.

THE BR TISH SOLDIERS’ AND
SAILORS' INSTITUTE OF
COLOMBO (AMENDMEN‘T)

BILL.

Mr. H. E. Newnham
Member) : T move, —

That leave bc* granted (o me
Bill intituled * The British Soldie
Tnstitute of Colombo (Amendment,

Mr. R. S. 8. Gunawart

Question. put, and agreed:

PUBLIC SERYICE MUTU
DENT ASSOCIATION
MENT) BILL.

The Hon. My, R, H. Drayton_ (
Secretary) : 1 present, unden 8
Order 71 (5), the following joi
of the Chief Secretary and h
Secretary on the Bill intitule
nance to amend the Public
tual Provident Association
and to declare the extent an
the powers to make rules co

REpoRT.

. The Chief Becretary and the P
tary consider the pr‘oposml legislatio

*Mr. G. K. H. Wille (Nomina
Member) I move,—

That the Bill intituled ° An Ordinance to = |
amend the Puablic Service Mntunal Provident — °
Assoeiation Ordinanee and to declars the extent ]
and scope of the powers to make #ules conferred
by section =mixteen of that Ordinance ™, be now !
read a second time. ~ A

-Qu-es'tion put, and agre'ed e )

Bill read a second tlm{-‘ .and allocated, -
under Standing Order 77 (b), to Stand-
ing Committee ** B {
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FOODSTUFFS DEPOT FOR
KARACHCHI IRRIGATION
AREA.

#Mp, S. Natesan (Kankesanturai): 1

Iove,—

. That this Council ie of opinien that Govern:

ment should open immediately a T pof 1 the
Karachehi Trrigation Arva for the sale of rice and

| gther foodstuffs to the coloniste, the sabourers

working under the Agrieultural Department and
others.

X

Debates.

[July &, 1942

Motion ordered to be referred to fthe
Executive Committees ofl Labour, In-
dustry and Commerce and of Agrcul-
ture and Lands, under Standing
Order 57.

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. Spesker: The Council will now
adjourn until 2 p.a. lo-morrow.

Adjourned accordingly at 6 p.m. until
9 p.ar, on Thursday, July 9, 1942,
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